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performance and reliability of their
product and the adequacy of their
quality control programs. However,
procuring agencies should not subject
cement and concrete containing coal fly
ash or GGBF slag to any unreasonable
testing requirements.

In accordance with standard industry
practice, coal fly ash and GGBF slag
suppliers should be required to provide
to users a statement of the key
characteristics of the product supplied.
These characteristics may be stated in
appropriate ranges. Other characteristics
should be requested as needed by the
procuring agency.

Agencies desiring a testing or quality
assurance program for cements, blended
cements, or coal fly ash should contact
the U.S. Army Engineer Waterways
Experiment Station, PO Box 631,
Vicksburg, Mississippi 39180.

Section C–4—Carpet

Preference Program: EPA
recommends that, based on the
recovered materials content levels

shown in Table C–4, procuring agencies
establish minimum content standards
for use in purchasing polyester carpet
for light- and moderate-wear
applications. This recommendation
does not include polyester carpet for use
in heavy-wear or severe-wear
applications; however, procuring
agencies are encouraged to evaluate the
suitability of polyester carpet in these
applications. These recommendations
do not preclude a procuring agency
from purchasing carpet made of other
materials, such as nylon, wool, or
polypropylene.

TABLE C–4.—RECOMMENDED RECOV-
ERED MATERIALS CONTENT LEVELS
FOR CARPET

Product Resin Postconsumer
Materials (%)

Polyester Carpet
Face Fiber ...... PET 25–100

Specifications: EPA recommends that
Federal procuring agencies use GSA’s
New Item Introductory Schedule when
purchasing polyester carpet containing
recovered materials. EPA also
recommends that procuring agencies
review their specifications and revise
them to permit, where suitable, the use
of polyester carpet containing recovered
materials. In particular, EPA
recommends that agencies currently
limiting carpet materials to nylon, wool,
or other materials consider adding
polyester, where appropriate, to enable
them to procure carpet containing
recovered materials.

Section C–5—Floor Tiles and Patio
Blocks

Preference Program: EPA
recommends that, based on the
recovered materials content levels
shown in Table C–5, procuring agencies
establish minimum content standards
for use in purchasing heavy-duty/
commercial type floor tiles and patio
blocks made with rubber or plastic.

TABLE C–5.—RECOMMENDED RECOVERED MATERIALS LEVELS FOR FLOOR TILES AND PATIO BLOCKS

Product Material Postconsumer
materials (%)

Total recov-
ered mate-

rials (%)

Patio blocks ..................................................................... rubber or rubber blends .................................................. 90–100 ...................
Plastic or plastic blends .................................................. ...................... 90–100

Floor tiles (heavy duty/commercial use) ......................... Rubber ............................................................................ 90–100 ...................
Plastic ............................................................................. ...................... 90–100

Note: The recommended recovered
materials content levels are based on the dry
weight of the raw materials, exclusive of any
additives such as adhesives, binders, or
coloring agents. EPA’s recommendation does
not preclude procuring agencies from
purchasing floor tiles or patio blocks
manufactured from another material. It
simply recommends that procuring agencies,
when purchasing floor tiles or patio blocks
made from rubber or plastic, purchase these

items made from recovered materials.
Recommendations for floor tiles are limited
to heavy-duty/commercial-type applications
only.

Part D—Transportation Products

Section D–1—Temporary Traffic Control
Devices

Preference Program: EPA
recommends that, based on the

recovered materials content levels
shown in Table D–1, procuring agencies
establish minimum content standards
for use in traffic cones and traffic
barricades.

TABLE D–1.—RECOMMENDED RECOVERED MATERIALS CONTENT LEVELS FOR TRAFFIC CONES AND TRAFFIC BARRICADES

Product Material Postconsumer
materials (%)

Total recov-
ered mate-

rials (%)

Traffic Cones ................................................................... PVC, LDPE, Crumb Rubber ........................................... ...................... 50—100
Traffic Barricades (Type I & II only) ................................ HDPE, LDPE, PET Steel ................................................ 80—100 100

Fiberglass ....................................................................... ...................... 100

Note: The recommended recovered materials content levels are based on the dry weight of the raw materials, exclusive of any
additives such as adhesives, binders, or coloring agents.

Part E—Park and Recreation Products

Section E–1—Playground Surfaces and
Running Tracks

Preference Program: EPA
recommends that, based on the

recovered materials content levels
shown in Table E–1, procuring agencies
establish minimum content standards
for use in purchasing playground
surfaces and running tracks made of
rubber or plastic.


