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SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to all
Lockheed Model L–1011–385 series
airplanes. This proposal would require
an inspection to detect evidence of
sealant around the lug bushing flanges
of certain actuator attach pin assemblies
of the main landing gear (MLG), and
replacement of the pin assembly with a
serviceable unit if no sealant is present.
This proposal is prompted by reports of
cracks emanating from corrosion pits of
the lug bores on the actuator attach pin
assemblies of two MLG’s. The actions
specified by the proposed AD are
intended to prevent failure of the
actuator attach pins as a result of
corrosion and subsequent cracking of
the lug bores. Such failure could result
in the MLG failing to extend completely
or rapidly free-falling during extension
and causing additional damage to the
landing gear.
DATES: Comments must be received by
May 26, 1995.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM–103,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 95–NM–
30–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055–4056.
Comments may be inspected at this
location between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from

Lockheed Aeronautical Systems
Support Company (LASSC), Field
Support Department, Dept. 693, Zone
0755, 2251 Lake Park Drive, Smyrna,
Georgia 30080. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Peters, Aerospace Engineer,
Flight Test Branch, ACE–116A, FAA,
Atlanta Aircraft Certification Office,
Small Airplane Directorate, Campus
Building, 1701 Columbia Avenue, Suite
2–160, College Park, Georgia 30337–
2748; telephone (404) 305–7367; fax
(404) 305–7348.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications shall
identify the Rules Docket number and
be submitted in triplicate to the address
specified above. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments, specified above, will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this notice may be changed in light
of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket Number 95–NM–30–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs

Any person may obtain a copy of this
NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
ANM–103, Attention: Rules Docket No.

95–NM–30–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue,
SW., Renton, Washington 98055–4056.

Discussion
The FAA received reports indicating

that cracked lugs were found on the
actuator attach pin assemblies of two
main landing gears (MLG) installed on
Lockheed Model L–1011–385 series
airplanes. The actuator attach pins
connect the piston end of the retract
actuator of the MLG to the gear strut.
Results of an examination of one pin
assembly revealed that cracks emanated
from corrosion pits beneath the bushing
surface on the lug bores. The corrosion
may have been caused by the intrusion
of moisture between the lug surface and
the bushing flange. The lug bores on the
pin assemblies lacked a proper
protective finish. In addition, the
bushings were sealed insufficiently to
prevent the intrusion of moisture and
resultant corrosion. Corrosion and
subsequent cracking of the lug bores, if
not corrected, could result in failure of
the attach pins. This condition, if not
corrected, could result in the MLG
failing to extend completely or rapidly
free-falling during extension and
causing additional damage to the
landing gear.

The FAA has reviewed and approved
Lockheed Service Bulletin 093–32–256,
dated November 11, 1994, which
describes procedures for a one-time
inspection to detect evidence of sealant
around the lug bushing flanges of
certain actuator attach pin assemblies of
the MLG. If sealant is not present, the
service bulletin recommends
replacement of the pin assembly with a
serviceable unit.

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other products of this same
type design, the proposed AD would
require a one-time inspection to detect
evidence of sealant around the lug
bushing flanges of certain actuator
attach pin assemblies of the MLG and,
if no sealant is present, replacement of
the pin assembly. The actions would be
required to be accomplished in
accordance with the service bulletin
described previously.

Operators should note that, although
the service bulletin recommends that
the inspection be performed within 6
months, the FAA is proposing a
compliance time of 90 days for
accomplishment of the inspection. In
developing this proposed compliance


