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their personal possession current pilot
certificates issued under FAR Part 61 or a
pilot license issued to them or validated for
them by the country in which the aircraft is
registered.

d. Medical Certificate. Pilots operating
U.S.-registered civil aircraft are required to
have in their personal possession an
appropriate current medical certificate issued
to them under FAR Part 67, Medical
Standards and Certification. FAR Part 67
prescribes the medical standards for issuing
medical certificates. A Third Class Medical
Certificate is required for Private Pilot
certification. A Second Class Medical
Certificate is required for Commercial Pilot
certification. A First Class Medical Certificate
is required for Airline Transport Pilot
Certification.

e. Instrument Rating. Pilots operating civil
aircraft under instrument flight rules or in
weather conditions less than the minimums
prescribed for Visual Flights Rules are
required to hold an Instrument Rating or an
Airline Transport Pilot Certificate
appropriate for the aircraft flown.

5. Aircraft Certification

a. Generally. Government aircraft
operations that are no longer eligible for
public aircraft status must now meet the civil
airworthiness standards for certification of
aircraft. This includes the aircraft’s engines
and propellers as well as the aircraft as a
whole. A civil aircraft must have a current
airworthiness certificate to operate in the
National Airspace System. Additionally, all
civil aircraft must meet the following
requirements:

(1) The aircraft must have an effective U.S.
registration certificate on board during all
operations as required by FAR Section
91.203.

(2) An appropriate and current
airworthiness certificate must be displayed in
accordance with FAR § 91.203(c). An
airworthiness certificate is effective as long
as the maintenance, preventative
maintenance, and alterations are performed
in accordance with FAR Parts 21, 43, and 91,
as appropriate, and the aircraft is registered
in the United States.

(3) The aircraft must have been inspected
in accordance with FAR § 91.409 within the
preceding 12-calendar months.

(i) If the government agency plans to use
a progressive inspection program, it must
submit a written request to the FAA. The
request must be sent to the FSDO having
jurisdiction over the area in which the
applicant is located and the applicant must
be able to meet the requirements identified
in FAR § 91.409(d).

(ii) Large airplanes, turobjet multiengine
airplanes, turbopropeller-powered
multiengine airplanes, and turbine-powered
rotorcraft must have a program approved that
meets the requirements of FAR § 91.409(e).

(4) All maintenance and required
inspections must have been completed by a
person authorized under FAR Sections 43.3
and 43.7. Additionally, the maintenance and
inspections performed must be recorded in
accordance with FAR Sections 43.9 and
43.11. FAR Part 43 prescribes the rules
governing the maintenance, preventative

maintenance, rebuilding, and alteration of
civil U.S.-registered aircraft.

(5) Any alterations to the aircraft must have
been accomplished and returned to service
by an appropriately certified and authorized
person under FAR Part 43.

(6) Aircraft operations for compensation or
hire must be performed in accordance with
the appropriate Air Operations Certificate,
e.g., FAR Part 125, 135, etc.

b. Type Certification. Prior to airworthiness
certification, the type design must be
certificated by the FAA. Section 603(c) of the
Federal Aviation Act of 1958 makes a type
certificate a prerequisite for issuance of
airworthiness certificates. Each government
operator who wishes to determine the
eligibility of its aircraft for civil operations
must contact the responsible geographic
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO) for
assistance in seeking either:

(1) Design approval for aircraft that have
been type certificated in the past; or

(2) Type certification approval of aircraft
that have been operated in the past under
aircraft status without a type certificate.

c. Aircraft Previously Type Certificated. If
the aircraft was originally built to an FAA
type certificate, the Aircraft Certification
Office will review the type certificate data
and make a comparison with the aircraft’s
current design and condition.

(1) The applicant should provide the FAA
Aircraft Certification Office with the
technical information to assist in the
following:

(i) A review of type design for any
engineering changes or modifications;

(ii) A review of replacement parts and
technical data on the replacement parts;

(iii) A review of applicable Airworthiness
Directives (AD);

(iv) A review of previous operating
regimes;

(v) If needed, application of later regulatory
amendments or special conditions for any
changes found necessary to establish current
airworthiness standards for safe design.

(2) The applicant must provide accurate
records of any changes from the approved
type design that are necessary to establish the
current design. The applicant should update
all maintenance manuals as necessary. If
there has been a substantial change in the
type design, e.g., in the configuration, power,
power limitations, speed limitations, or
weight that have proven so extensive that a
substantially complete investigation of
compliance with the applicable regulations is
required, the owner will be required to apply
for a new type certificate.

d. Aircraft with No Prior Certification. It
may be difficult to obtain type certification
of aircraft that have no history of civil
certification. However, if a government
operator wishes to apply for type
certification, it should file an application for
a type certificate on FAA Form 8110.12. The
applicant must submit the application and all
type design data for the aircraft, including
the aircraft’s engines and propellers, to the
Aircraft Certification Office in its geographic
area for approval. The application form must
be accompanied by a three-view drawing and
available basic data so that a preliminary
regulatory certification basis may be

established. The applicable airworthiness
certification regulations, i.e., FAR Part 23, 25,
27, 29, 33, 35, etc., will be those that are in
effect on the date of application for the
certificate, unless otherwise noted in the
regulations. The applicant must submit the
type design, test reports, and computations
necessary to show that the product to be
certificated meets the applicable
airworthiness, aircraft noise, fuel venting,
and exhaust emission requirements of the
FAR. Upon examining the data and test
reports, participating in testing, and
inspecting the prototype aircraft, the
Administrator must be able to find that the
type design in fact complies with the above-
mentioned regulations.

e. Airworthiness Certification. An operator
of an aircraft that has been operated in public
aircraft status cannot obtain a standard
airworthiness certificate or return the aircraft
to civil operations without showing that the
aircraft meets all the criteria for that
airworthiness certificate as prescribed by the
regulations. Making that showing may be
difficult when the aircraft has not been
maintained, altered, or inspected in
accordance with the FAR. In order to receive
a standard airworthiness certificate, the
operator should show that the aircraft has
been maintained according to the
manufacturer’s instructions, and that any
modifications to the aircraft either were
removed or approved by the FAA. Before a
standard airworthiness certificate can be
issued, the applicant must show that:

(1) The aircraft conforms to its approved
type design and is in condition for safe
operation.

(2) Any alterations were accomplished in
accordance with an approved supplemental
type certificate (STC) or other FAA approved
data, such as a field approval as reflected by
the issuance of an FAA Form 337, Major
Repair or Alteration.

(3) All applicable AD’s have been complied
with.

(4) If altered while in another category, the
aircraft continues to meet, or has been
returned to, its approved type design
configuration and is in a condition for safe
operation.

f. Procedures for Obtaining Certificate.
Applicants interested in obtaining an
airworthiness certificate must follow the
following procedures.

(1) Applicants are required to submit a
properly executed Application for
Airworthiness, FAA Form 8130–6, and any
other documents called for in FAR Parts 21
and 45 for certification. An applicant may
obtain an FAA Form 8130–6, ‘‘Application
for Airworthiness’’ from the local
Manufacturing Inspection district office
(MIDO) or FSDO. The applicant must have
completed and signed the appropriate
sections prior to submitting it to the FAA.

(2) The applicant is required to make
available for inspection and review the
aircraft, aircraft records, and any other data
necessary to establish conformity to its type
design.

(3) The applicant must properly register
the aircraft in accordance with FAR Part 47,
Aircraft Registration.

(4) The applicant is also required to show
that the aircraft complies with the noise


