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compensation paid or payable for
personal services, whether such
compensation is demoninated as pay,
wages, salary, lump-sum leave
payments, commission, bonus, award,
or otherwise; but does not include
amounts received under any Federal
program for compensation for work
injuries; awards for making suggestions,
reimbursement for expenses incurred by
an individual in connection with
employment, or allowances in lieu
thereof as determined by the employing
agency.

§ 582.103 Exclusions.
In determining the amount of pay

subject to garnishment under this part,
there shall be excluded amounts which:

(a) Are owed by the employee-obligor
to the United States;

(b) Are required by law to be
deducted from the employee-obligor’s
pay, including, but not limited to
amounts deducted in compliance with
the Federal Insurance and Contributions
Act (FICA), including amounts
deducted for Medicare and for Old Age,
Survivor, and Disability Insurance
(OASDI);

(c) Are properly withheld for Federal,
State, or local income tax purposes, if
the withholding of the amounts is
authorized or required by law and if
amounts withheld are not greater than
would be the case if the employee-
obligor claimed all dependents to which
the employee-obligor were entitled. The
withholding of additional amounts
pursuant to section 3402(i) of title 26 of
the United States Code may be
permitted only when the employee-
obligor presents evidence of a tax
obligation which supports the
additional withholding;

(d) Are deducted as health insurance
premiums;

(e) Are deducted as normal retirement
contributions, not including amounts
deducted for supplementary coverage.
For purposes of this section, all amounts
contributed under sections 8351 and
8432(a) of title 5 of the United States
Code to the Thrift Savings Fund are
deemed to be normal retirement
contributions. Except as provided in
this paragraph, amounts voluntarily
contributed toward additional
retirement benefits are considered to be
supplementary;

(f) Are deducted as normal life
insurance premiums from salary or
other remuneration for employment, not
including amounts deducted for
supplementary coverage. Federal
Employees’ Group Life Insurance
premiums for ‘‘Basic Life’’ coverage are
considered to be normal life insurance
premiums; all optional Federal

Employees’ Group Life Insurance
premiums and any life insurance
premiums paid for by allotment are
considered to be supplementary.

(g) Amounts withheld in compliance
with legal process based on child
support and/or alimony indebtedness
are not exclusions.

Subpart B—Service of Legal Process

§ 582.201 Agent to receive process.

(a) Except as provided in appendix A
to this part, appendix A to 5 CFR part
581 lists agents designated to accept
service of process under part 581 and
this part.

(b) United States Attorneys are not
considered appropriate agents to accept
service of process.

§ 582.202 Service of legal process.

(a) A person using this part shall serve
interrogatories and legal process on the
agent to receive process as explained in
§ 582.201. Where the legal process is
directed to an agency, and the purpose
of the legal process is to compel an
agency to garnish an employee’s pay,
the legal process need not expressly
name the agency as a garnishee.

(b) Service of legal process may be
accomplished by certified or registered
mail, return receipt requested, or by
personal service only upon the agent to
receive process as explained in
§ 582.201, or if no agent has been
designated, then upon the head of the
employee-obligor’s employing agency.
The designated agent shall note the date
and time of receipt on the legal process.

(c) Parties bringing garnishment
actions shall comply with the service of
process provisions in this section.
Service will not be effective where
parties fail to comply with the service
of process provisions of this section,
notwithstanding whether the person
bringing the garnishment action has
complied with the service of process
requirements of the jurisdiction issuing
the legal process.

§ 582.203 Information minimally required
to accompany legal process.

(a) Sufficient identifying information
must accompany the legal process in
order to enable processing by the
agency. Parties seeking garnishment
actions, therefore, should provide as
many of the following identifying pieces
of information concerning the
employee-obligor as possible:

(1) Full name;
(2) Date of birth;
(3) Employment number or social

security number;
(4) Component of the agency for

which the employee-obligor works;

(5) Official duty station or worksite;
and

(6) Home address or current mailing
address.

(b) If the information submitted is not
sufficient to identify the employee-
obligor, the legal process shall be
returned directly to the court, or other
authority, with an explanation of the
deficiency. However, prior to returning
the legal process, if there is sufficient
time prior to the time limits imposed in
§ 582.303, an attempt should be made to
inform the person who caused the legal
process to be served, or the person’s
representative, that it will not be
honored unless adequate identifying
information is supplied.

§ 582.204 Electronic disbursement.
The party designated to receive the

garnished funds may forward a written
request to the garnishing agency to have
the funds remitted by electronic funds
transfer, rather than by paper check. The
request shall include the designated
party’s name, address, and deposit
account number, and the name, address,
and 9-digit routing transit number of the
designated party’s financial institution.
Written requests accompanying service
of process will be honored beginning
with the first remission of garnished
funds. Written requests received by the
agency subsequent to service of process
will be honored in as timely a manner
as the agency deems feasible.

Subpart C—Compliance With Legal
Process

§ 582.301 Suspension of payment.
Upon proper service of legal process

as specified in §§ 582.202 and 582.203,
the agency shall suspend, i.e., withhold,
payment of such moneys for the amount
necessary to permit compliance with the
legal process in accordance with this
part.

§ 582.302 Notification of employee-obligor.
(a) As soon as possible, but not later

than 15 calendar days after the date of
valid service of legal process, the agent
designated to accept legal process shall
send to the employee-obligor, at his or
her duty station or last known home
address, written notice that such
process has been served, including a
copy of the legal process;

(b) The agency may provide the
employee-obligor with the following
additional information:

(1) Copies of any other documents
submitted in support of or in addition
to the legal process;

(2) Notice that the United States does
not represent the interests of the
employee-obligor in the pending legal
proceedings; and


