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These steps may have potential for significant improvement in Nigeria’s
anti-drug efforts. We will evaluate at an early stage if they and other steps
are being implemented effectively and if these steps are followed by addi-
tional anti-drug measures.

While the United States welcomes the positive steps taken during the
past year, Nigeria did not meet the goals and objectives of the 1988 UN
Convention. Nigeria did not effectively implement its bilateral agreement
with the United States.

Based on a complete and thorough review of the GON’s counternarcotics
actions throughout 1994, Nigeria’s prominent role in international narcotics
trafficking, and its failure in 1994 to make significant progress in meeting
the goals and objectives of the 1988 UN Convention, the threat posed to
the United States by drug trafficking by Nigerians through Nigeria and
elsewhere justifies continued denial of certification.

Syria

Syria is a transit point for narcotics flowing through the Middle East
to Europe and, to a lesser extent, the United States. In addition, Syria
continues to have a responsibility for assisting Lebanese authorities in ending
drug production and trafficking through Lebanon because of the presence
of some 30,000 Syrian troops in the Bekaa Valley. In 1994, Syria continued
and expanded its cooperation with Lebanese authorities to eradicate opium
poppy and cannabis cultivation in the Bekaa Valley, significantly reducing
opium and cannabis cultivation. Syrian forces increased seizures of cocaine,
heroin, and hashish and raised the number of arrests of drug traffickers
in Syria and Lebanon. Syrian military authorities in Lebanon assisted in
a significant seizure of cocaine base delivered to Beirut’s port during 1994.
Despite these efforts, however, the flow of narcotics did not diminish in
1994.

The Syrian government has reiterated its willingness to pursue all informa-
tion regarding the possible production of narcotics in Lebanon and Syria.
However, neither the Syrian nor the Lebanese authorities moved successfully
against cocaine or heroin laboratories operating in either country. There
were a significant number of arrests in Syria for drug-related offenses, but
despite reports of individual Syrian military officials profiting from the
drug trade in Lebanon, no corruption investigations or charges were brought
against any Syrian government or military officials in 1994.

The USG does not provide Syria with bilateral assistance and does not
support loans for Syria in multilateral institutions.

Syria is a party to the 1988 UN Convention. While Syria greatly improved
its performance in reducing illicit cultivation and increased seizures in
Lebanon, it did not meet some of the other goals and objectives of the
1988 UN Convention. Syria does not have a bilateral narcotics agreement
with the United States.
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