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Time: 8:30 a.m.
Place: Hyatt Regency, Bethesda, Maryland.
Contact Person: Dr. Lynn Amende, 5333

Westbard Avenue, Room 5A10, Bethesda,
Maryland 20892, (301) 594–7480.

Purpose/Agenda: To review and evaluate
grant applications.

Name of SEP: Cytokine Effect on
Hematopoiesis in AIDS Animal Models.

Date: May 1–2, 1995.
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Holiday Inn, Chevy Chase,

Maryland.
Contact Person: Dr. Deborah Beebe, 5333

Westbard Avenue, Room 555, Bethesda,
Maryland 20892, (301) 594–7418.

Purpose/Agenda: To review and evaluate
grant applications.

These meetings will be closed in
accordance with the provisions set forth in
sec. 552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5, U.S.C.
Applications and/or proposals and the
discussions could reveal confidential trade
secrets or commercial property such as
patentable material and personal information
concerning individuals associated with the
applications and/or proposals, the disclosure
of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Programs Nos. 93.837, Heart and Vascular
Diseases Research; 93.838, Lung Diseases
Research; and 93.839, Blood Diseases and
Resources Research, National Institutes of
Health.)

Dated: March 3, 1995.
Susan K. Feldman,
Committee Management Officer, NIH.
[FR Doc. 95–5643 Filed 3–7–95; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

Uniform Biological Material Transfer
Agreement: Discussion of Public
Comments Received; Publication of
the Final Format of the Agreement

AGENCY: National Institutes of Health
(NIH), Public Health Service (PHS),
DHHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Following consideration of
public comments, the NIH, as
designated lead PHS agency for
technology transfer activities, is issuing
the final version of the Uniform
Biological Material Transfer Agreement
(‘‘UBMTA’’) to be used by participating
public and nonprofit organizations, an
implementing letter to memorialize
individual exchanges of biological
material under the UBMTA, and a
simple letter agreement for transferring
nonproprietary biological materials
among public and nonprofit
organizations. For-profit organizations
may also choose to adopt these
agreements as well. The PHS
recommends that the UBMTA be
considered for general use in the
exchange of biological material for

research purposes among public and
nonprofit entities.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carol C. Lavrich, Office of Technology
Transfer, National Institutes of Health,
6011 Executive Boulevard, Suite 325,
Rockville, MD 20852–3804, phone: 301–
496–7735 ext. 287, fax: 301–402–0220.

Background
Open access to the results of

federally-funded research is a
cornerstone of PHS’s research policy. In
the case of many research projects, this
includes not only access to information
provided through publications, but also
access to biological research materials
necessary to replicate or build on the
initial results. Frequently, the exchange
of research materials between scientists
in separate organizations involves case-
by-case negotiation of material transfer
agreements (‘‘MTAs’’). In order to guide
and facilitate the increasing number of
such transfers, PHS issued in 1988, a
‘‘Policy Relating to Distribution of
Unique Research Resources Produced
with PHS Funding’’ (NIH Guide for
Grants and Contracts, Vol. 17, No. 29,
September 16, 1988: pg. 1; also
published at pp. 8–25–8–26 of the PHS
Grants Policy Statement, DHHS
Publication No. (OASH) 94–50,000
(Rev.) April 1, 1994. This was followed
in 1989 by adoption of a standard
Material Transfer Agreement form for
use by PHS scientists. MTAs are
important because they require the
recipient to exercise care in the
handling of the materials, to maintain
control over the distribution of the
materials, to acknowledge the provider
in publications, and to follow relevant
PHS guidelines relating to recombinant
DNA, protection of human subjects in
research, and the use of animals.
However, while most other
organizations have adopted some
standard material transfer agreement
form, they are not all consistent.

Issue
Several issues have affected the

sharing of research materials. These
include delays in sharing of materials
while conducting unnecessarily
extensive negotiations on individual
MTAs, required grants of invention
rights to improvements to the materials
or to inventions made using the
materials, and required approval for
publication. The negotiation of these
complex issues has resulted in
significant delays in sharing materials,
undue administrative barriers to
sharing, and in some cases, lack of
availability of materials for further
research by federal grantees. (For reports
and discussion of these issues, please

refer to The New Biologist, Vol. 2, No.
6, June 1990: pp 495–497; and Science,
Vol. 248, 25 May, 1990: pp 952–957).

Proposal
The PHS, in conjunction with

representatives of academia and
industry, has coordinated the
development of a proposed uniform
biological material transfer agreement
(‘‘UBMTA’’) to address concerns about
contractual obligations imposed by
some MTAs and to simplify the process
of sharing proprietary materials among
public and nonprofit organizations.
Since 1990, the Association of
University Technology Managers
(‘‘AUTM’’), and many individuals
representing universities, law firms, and
industry, have played leadership roles
in furthering the development of
common materials sharing practices.
The consistent use of the UBMTA by
public and nonprofit organizations
could reduce the administrative burden
of sharing materials as investigators
come to rely on common acceptance of
its terms by cooperating organizations.

The PHS recommends that the
UBMTA be considered for general use
in the exchange of materials for research
purposes among public and nonprofit
organizations. For-profit organizations
may also choose to adopt this agreement
as well. While use of the UBMTA may
not be appropriate for every material
transfer, if used for the majority of
transfers, it could set standards for
materials sharing that would be of long-
term benefit to the research enterprise
and to the public health.

As a further suggestion to simplify the
process of materials sharing, it is
proposed that the UBMTA be approved
at the organizational level, and handled
in a master agreement or treaty format,
so that individual transfers could be
made with reference to the UBMTA,
without the need for separate
negotiation of an individual document
to cover each transfer. As a result,
transfers of biological materials would
be accomplished by an Implementing
Letter (see sample) containing a
description of the material and a
statement indicating that the material
was being transferred in accordance
with the terms of the UBMTA. The
Implementing Letter would be executed
by the provider scientist, the recipient
scientist, and any other authorized
official(s) of the provider or recipient
organization who might be required to
sign on behalf of the organization. Thus,
sharing of materials between
organizations, each of which had
executed the UBMTA, would be
significantly simplified. At the same
time, any organization would retain the


