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methods of sanitizing shell eggs other
than the normal spray rinse method.

The amendments delete U.S.
Wholesale Grades and Weight Classes
for Shell Eggs.

The standards for B quality in U.S.
Nest-Run Grades for shell eggs are
amended to allow shell eggs with
pronounced ridges and thin spots to be
included in the maximum percentage
tolerance permitted for B quality.

Comments
AMS published proposed revisions in

the Federal Register (59 FR 15866) on
April 5, 1994, to the Regulations
Governing the Grading of Shell Eggs and
U.S. Standards, Grades, and Weight
Classes for Shell Eggs in 7 CFR part 56.
A 60-day comment period was
provided.

Three comments were received, two
from State government representatives
and one from a shell egg processor.

Two commenters expressed overall
support of the proposal. One commenter
recommended including in 7 CFR 56.37
a sentence to read that consumer
packaging material for eggs
manufactured prior to May 8, 1994, be
excluded from the nutrition labeling
requirements, defining a ‘‘lot’’ in 7 CFR
56.37, and requiring in 7 CFR part 56.76
that eggs be spray rinsed with fresh
water ten degrees higher than the
temperature of the wash water. AMS did
not adopt these recommendations. AMS
does not have the authority to authorize
the use of cartons which do not conform
to the Food and Drug Administration’s
rules and regulations. Such approval is
beyond the scope of the shell egg
grading regulation’s authority. A ‘‘lot’’ is
clearly defined in the current
regulations as the consecutive day of the
year in which the eggs were packed or
other systems as may be approved by
the Administrator. Rinse water that is at
least as warm as wash water will help
to reduce bacterial contamination of
shell eggs without causing excessive
thermal breakage. Firms always have the
option to utilize a rinse water that is
warmer than the wash water to the
extent that their own processing
operations will allow. The commenter
also recommended using fresh water for
the spray rinse. It was not clear what
was meant by ‘‘fresh’’ water. However,
all shell egg plants which utilize the
Department’s voluntary shell egg
grading service are required to provide
to AMS certification that the water used
in its grading processes is potable.

The proposed method of sealing cases
of eggs provided in the proposed rule
specified that approximately 2–3 inch
plastic or gummed tape be used to cover
all seams. No comments were received

on this provision. However, AMS
evaluated this requirement further
during the comment period and
ascertained that a specific tape
measurement was not necessary so long
as cases were securely closed.
Accordingly, AMS is making this
change without an additional
opportunity for comments because the
change will eliminate burden and
provide the flexibility to adapt to future
changes in packaging material
technology.

With the exception of the above
change, the regulatory text contained in
the proposed rule is hereby adopted.

List of Subjects 7 CFR Part 56
Eggs and egg products, Food grades

and standards, Food labeling, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements.

For reasons set forth in the preamble,
7 CFR part 56 is amended as follows:

PART 56—GRADING OF SHELL EGGS
AND U.S. STANDARDS, GRADES, AND
WEIGHT CLASSES FOR SHELL EGGS

1. The authority citation for Part 56 is
revised to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1621–1627.

2. Section 56.1 is amended by revising
the term ‘‘quality assurance inspector’’
and adding alphabetically the new term
‘‘washed ungraded eggs’’ to read as
follows:

§ 56.1 Meaning of words and terms
defined.
* * * * *

Quality assurance inspector means
any designated company employee
other than the plant owner, manager,
foreman, or supervisor, authorized by
the Secretary to examine product and to
supervise the labeling, dating, and
lotting of officially graded shell eggs and
to assure that such product is packaged
under sanitary conditions, graded by
authorized personnel, and maintained
under proper inventory control until
released by an employee of the
Department.
* * * * *

Washed ungraded eggs means eggs
which have been washed but not sized
or segregated for quality.

3. Section 56.3 is amended by revising
paragraph (b) to read as follows:

§ 56.3 Administration.
* * * * *

(b) The conduct of all services and the
licensing of graders under these
regulations shall be accomplished
without discrimination as to race, color,
national origin, religion, age, sex, or
disability.
* * * * *

4. Section 56.17 is amended by
revising the first sentence of paragraph
(b) to read as follows:

§ 56.17 Facilities and equipment for
graders.

* * * * *
(b) Furnished office space, a desk and

file or storage cabinets (equipped with
a satisfactory locking device), suitable
for the security and storage of official
stamps and supplies, and other facilities
and equipment as may otherwise be
required. * * *
* * * * *

5. Section 56.35 is amended by
revising paragraph (c) to read as follows:

§ 56.35 Authority to use, and approval of
official identification.

* * * * *
(c) Nutritional labeling. Nutrition

information must be included with the
labeling on each unit container of
consumer packaged shell eggs in
accordance with the provisions of Title
21, Chapter I, Part 101, Regulations for
the Enforcement of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Fair
Packaging and Labeling Act. The
nutrition information included on labels
is subject to review by the Food and
Drug Administration prior to approval
by the Department.

6. Section 56.36 is amended by
revising the last sentence of paragraph
(b)(2) to read as follows:

§ 56.36 Information required on and form
of grademark.

* * * * *
(b) * * *
(2) * * * The grademark shall be

printed on the carton.
7. Section 56.37 is amended by

revising the first sentence to read as
follows:

§ 56.37 Lot marking of officially identified
product.

Each carton identified with the
grademarks shown in Figures 2, 3, or 4
of § 56.36 shall be legibly lot numbered
on either the carton or the consumer
package. * * *
* * * * *

8. Section 56.76 is amended by
revising paragraphs (b) and (e)(10), to
read as follows:

§ 56.76 Minimum facility and operating
requirements for shell egg grading and
packing plants.

* * * * *
(b) Grading room requirements. (1)

The egg grading or candling area shall
be adequately darkened to make
possible the accurate quality
determination of the candled
appearance of eggs. There shall be no


