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revenues of the Postal Service from the
then effective Express Mail rates and
fees for the most recent four quarters for
which information is available.

(h) Each formal request made under
the provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c shall be accompanied by a
complete description of the change in
the market for expedited delivery
services to which the Postal Service
proposal is in response, a statement of
when that change took place, the Postal
Service’s analysis of the anticipated
impact of that change on the market,
and a description of characteristics and
needs of customers and market
segments affected by this change which
the proposed Express Mail rates are
designed to satisfy.

(i) Each formal request made under
the provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c shall include estimates, on a
quarterly basis, of test period volumes,
revenues, and attributable costs
determined in accordance with the
attributable cost methodology adopted
by the Commission in the most recent
omnibus rate case for each Express Mail
service for which rate changes are
proposed assuming:

(1) rates remain at their existing
levels, and

(2) rates are changed after 90 days to
the levels suggested in the request.

(j)(1) Each formal request made under
the provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c shall be accompanied by the
following information, for each quarter
following the base year in the most
recent omnibus rate case:

(i) Estimated volume by rate cell, for
each Express Mail service;

(ii) Total postage pounds of Express
Mail rated at:

(A) up to 1⁄2 pound,
(B) 1⁄2 pound up to 2 pounds,
(C) 2 pounds up to 5 pounds; and
(iii) Total pounds of Express Mail and

of each other subclass of mail carried on
hub contracts.

(2) In each instance when rates
change based on a proceeding under the
provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c the Postal Service shall
provide, one year after the conclusion of
the test period, the data described in
§ 3001.57a(j)(1)(i)–(iii), for each of the
four quarters of the test period.

(k) Each formal request made under
the provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c shall include analyses to
demonstrate:

(1) that the proposed rates are
consistent with the factors listed in 39
U.S.C. 3622(b),

(2) that the proposed rate changes are
in the public interest and in accordance
with the policies and applicable criteria
of the Act, and

(3) that the proposed rates will
preserve, or minimize erosion of, the
Express Mail contribution to
institutional costs recommended in the
most recent omnibus rate case.

(l) Each formal request made under
the provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c shall be accompanied by a
certificate that service of the filing in
accordance with § 3001.57b(c) has been
made.

§ 3001.57b Market Response Rate
Requests—expedition of public notice and
procedural schedule.

(a) The purpose of this section is to
provide a schedule for expediting
proceedings when a trial-type hearing is
required in a proceeding in which the
Postal Service proposes to adjust rates
for Express Mail service in order to
respond to a change in the market for
expedited delivery services.

(b) The Postal Service shall not
propose for consideration under the
provisions of §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c rates lower than:

(1) the average per piece attributable
cost for Express Mail service determined
in the most recent omnibus rate case, or

(2) the average per piece attributable
cost for Express Mail service as
determined by the Postal Service in
accordance with § 3001.57a(e) for the
most recent fiscal year for which
information is available, whichever is
higher. Neither shall the Postal Service
propose a rate for any rate cell which is
lower than the estimated test period
attributable cost of providing that rate
cell with service.

(c)(1) Persons who are interested in
participating in Express Mail Market
Response Rate Request cases may
register at any time with the Secretary
of the Postal Rate Commission, who
shall maintain a publicly available list
of the names and business addresses of
all such Express Mail Market Response
Registrants. Persons whose names
appear on this list will automatically
become parties to each Express Mail
Market Response rate proceeding. Other
interested persons may intervene
pursuant to § 3001.20 within 28 days of
the filing of a formal request made
under the provisions of §§ 3001.57
through 3001.57c. Parties may withdraw
from the register or a case by filing a
notice with the Commission.

(2) When the Postal Service files a
request under the provisions of
§§ 3001.57 through 3001.57c it shall on
that same day effect service by hand
delivery of the complete filing to each
Express Mail Market Response
Registrant who maintains an address for
service within the Washington
metropolitan area and serve the

complete filing by Express Mail service
on all other Registrants. Each Registrant
is responsible for insuring that his or
her address remains current.

(3) When the Postal Service files a
request under the provisions of
§§ 3001.57 through 3001.57c, it shall on
that same day send by Express Mail
service to all participants in the most
recent omnibus rate case a notice which
briefly describes its proposal. Such
notice shall indicate on its first page
that it is a notice of an Express Mail
Market Response Rate Request to be
considered under §§ 3001.57 through
3001.57c, and identify the last day for
filing a notice of intervention with the
Commission.

(d) In the absence of a compelling
showing of good cause, the Postal
Service and parties shall calculate
Express Mail costs in accordance with
the methodologies used by the
Commission in the most recent omnibus
rate case. In the analysis of customers’
reactions to the change in the market for
expedited delivery services which
prompts the request, the Postal Service
and parties may estimate the demand
for segments of the expedited delivery
market and for types of customers
which were not separately considered
when estimating volumes in the most
recent omnibus rate case.

(e) (1) In the event that a party wishes
to dispute as an issue of fact whether
the Postal Service properly has
calculated Express Mail costs or
volumes (either before or after its
proposed changes), or wishes to dispute
whether the change in the market for
expedited delivery services cited by the
Postal Service has actually occurred, or
wishes to dispute whether the rates
proposed by the Postal Service are a
reasonable response to the change in the
market for expedited delivery services
or are consistent with the policies of the
Postal Reorganization Act, that party
shall file with the Commission a request
for a hearing within 28 days of the date
that the Postal Service files its request.
The request for hearing shall state with
specificity the fact or facts set forth in
the Postal Service’s filing that the party
disputes, and when possible, what the
party believes to be the true fact or facts
and the evidence it intends to provide
in support of its position.

(2) The Commission will not hold
hearings on a request made pursuant to
§§ 3001.57 through 3001.57c unless it
determines that there is a genuine issue
of material fact to be resolved, and that
a hearing is needed to resolve this issue.

(3) Whether or not a hearing is held,
the Commission may request briefs and/
or argument on an expedited schedule,
but in any circumstance it will issue its


