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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Public and Indian Housing

[Docket No. N–95–3847; FR–3828–N–01]

NOFA for the Public and Indian
Housing Tenant Opportunities
Program Technical Assistance

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public and Indian
Housing, HUD.
ACTION: Notice of funding availability
for FY 1995.

SUMMARY: HUD is announcing the
availability of $25 million for Fiscal
Year 1995 under the Public and Indian
Housing Tenant Opportunities Program
(TOP). HUD reinvented resident
management and created the TOP to
expand the range of the resident-
managed activities, so that resident
organizations can set priorities based on
the needs in their communities. The
program provides assistance to Resident
Councils (RCs), Resident Management
Corporations (RMCs), Resident
Organizations (ROs) and National
Resident Organizations (NROs),
Regional Resident Organizations
(RROs), and Statewide Resident
Organizations (SROs), to fund training
and other tenant opportunities, such as
the formation of such entities,
identification of the relevant social
support needs, and securing of such
support for residents of public and
Indian housing. The NOFA discusses
eligibility, funding amounts, selection
criteria, how to apply for funding, and
the selection process.
DATES: Application kits may be
requested beginning March 1, 1995. The
application deadline will be specified in
the application kit, and will be firm as
to date and time. Applicants will have
at least 60 days from today’s publication
of the NOFA to prepare and submit their
applications.
ADDRESSES: To obtain a copy of the
application kit, please write the
Resident Initiatives Clearinghouse, Post
Office Box 6424, Rockville, MD 20850,
or call the toll free number 1–800–955–
2232. Requests for application kits must
include your name, mailing address
(including zip code), telephone number
(including area code), and should refer
to document FR–3828. This NOFA
cannot be used as the application.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christine Jenkins or Barbara J.
Armstrong, Office of Community
Relations and Involvement, Department
of Housing and Urban Development,

451 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 4112,
Washington, D.C. 20410; telephone:
(202) 708–3611. All Indian Housing
applicants may contact Tracy Outlaw or
Charles Bell, Office of Native American
Programs, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, 451 Seventh Street,
S.W., Room B–133, Washington, D.C.
20410; telephone: (202) 755–0032.
Hearing- or speech-impaired persons
may use the Telecommunications
Devices for the Deaf (TDD) by contacting
the Federal Information Relay Service
on 1–800–877–TDDY (1–800–877–8339)
or 202–708–9300 for information on the
program. (Other than the ‘‘800’’ TDD
number, telephone numbers are not toll-
free.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement

The information collection
requirements contained in this notice
have been approved by the Office of
Management and Budget, under section
3504(h) of the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1980 (44 U.S.C. 3501–3520), and
assigned OMB control number 2577–
0127.

I. Purpose and Description

A. Authority

Section 20, United States Housing Act
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437r); sec. 7(d),
Department of Housing and Urban
Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3535(d)).

B. Statutory Background

Section 122 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1987
(Pub. L. 100–42, approved February 5,
1988) amended the U.S. Housing Act of
1937 (1937 Act) by adding a new section
20. In part, section 20 states as its
purpose the encouragement of
‘‘increased resident management of
public housing projects [and the
provision of funding] * * * to promote
formation and development of resident
management entities’’ (Sec. 20(a)).
Under section 20(f)(1):

(The Secretary shall provide financial
assistance to resident management
corporations or resident councils that obtain,
by contract or otherwise, technical assistance
for the development of resident management
entities, including the formation of such
entities, the development of the management
capability of newly formed or existing
entities, the identification of the social
support needs of residents of public housing
projects, and the securing of such support.)

Under section 20(f)(2), this financial
assistance may not exceed $100,000
with respect to any public housing
project. Section 20 is implemented in 24
CFR part 905, subpart O (for Indian
housing), and part 964 (for public

housing). The rules set forth, among
other things, the policies, procedures,
and requirements of resident
participation and management of public
and Indian housing.

In FY 1988, $2.5 million was awarded
to 27 resident organizations; in FY 1989,
$2.5 million was awarded to 35 resident
organizations; in FY 1990, $2.4 million
was awarded to 37 resident
organizations; in FY 1991, $4.9 million
was awarded to 96 organizations; in FY
1992, $4.6 million was awarded to 94
organizations; in FY 1993, $4.7 million
was awarded to 94 organizations; and in
FY 1994, $24 million was awarded to
257 organizations with $1 million
awarded to ten NROs/RROs/SROs. In
FY 1995, $25 million is available to
Public and Indian Housing RCs/RMCs/
ROs, of which $1 million is set-aside for
NROs/RROs/SROs to provide technical
assistance and training activities under
the TOP program.

Today, 640 resident groups
throughout the country are in training
under this program. HUD supports the
tenant opportunities movement, as well
as other self-sufficiency and
improvement programs designed to
benefit public and Indian housing
residents. The Office of Community
Relations and Involvement (formerly
called the Office of Resident Initiatives)
has been created to deliver a variety of
resident initiative programs, with
assistance from a network of
Community Relations and Involvement
Specialists (CRIs) in HUD’s field
structure. The CRIs are available to
provide direct assistance to residents
and resident groups interested in
resident initiatives programs.

C. Key Features of this NOFA
(1) The TOP Program meets the need

in many communities for business
development, education, job training
and development, social services, and
opportunities for other self-help
initiatives. The program enables
resident entities to establish priorities
based on the efforts in their public and
Indian housing communities that are
aimed at furthering economic lift and
independence. The authority for the
TOP program is found in section 20 of
the 1937 Act; section 20(f) authorizes
technical assistance and training.
Financial assistance in the form of
technical assistance grants is provided
by the Secretary to resident grantees to
prepare for management activities in
their housing development (hereinafter
referred to as TOP technical assistance
grants). Technical assistance grants are
available for ‘‘the development of
resident management entities, including
the formation of such entities, the


