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II. Description of Information
A complete list of the information

described below is available from the
RCRA Docket at the address and
telephone number listed above. The
new data include:

Technical Resource Documents—
Mineral Sectors

The Agency has prepared technical
resource documents on extraction and
beneficiation practices of various
mineral sectors. Each of the following
documents contains a summary of
current literature on waste management
practices in the sector and site visit
reports of operating mines. These
documents have been peer reviewed by
state representatives, federal land
management agencies, mining
companies, and public interest groups.
Where appropriate, the reviewers’
comments have been incorporated into
each document. These documents will
be available in Spanish in May 1995: (1)
TRD Vol.1: Lead-Zinc (NTIS PB94–
170248); (2) TRD Vol.2: Gold (NTIS
PB94–170305); (3) TRD Vol.3: Iron
(NTIS PB94–195203); (4) TRD Vol.4:
Copper (NTIS PB94–200979); (5) TRD
Vol.5: Uranium (NTIS PB94–200987);
(6) TRD Vol.6: Gold Placer (NTIS PB94–
201811); and (7) TRD Vol.7: Phosphate
& Molybdenum (NTIS PB94–201001).

Technical Reports—Mining Waste
Management and Engineering Practices

These documents discuss current
mining waste management and
engineering practices. These documents
have been peer reviewed by state
representatives, federal land
management agencies and mining
companies. Where appropriate, the
reviewers’ comments have been
incorporated into each document.
Additionally, the WASTE database will
be available in the RCRA docket and
electronically, however, it will be
unavailable at NTIS. These documents
will be available in Spanish in May
1995: (1) Innovative Methods of
Managing Environmental Releases at
Mine Sites (NTIS PB94–170255); (2)
Design and Evaluation of Tailings Dams
(NTIS PB94–201845); (3) Treatment of
Cyanide Heap Leaches & Tailings (NTIS
PB94–201837); (4) Acid Mine Drainage
Prediction (NTIS PB94–201829); and (5)
WASTE: An Information Retrieval
System for Mill Tailings References
(NOT AT NTIS).

Other Mining Documents
The following documents provide

historical context for EPA’s mine waste
activities. The Report to Congress and
Strawman II documents are currently
not available in electronic format but

will be made available at a later date:
Report to Congress on Wastes from the
Extraction and Beneficiation of Metallic
Ores, Phosphate Rock, Asbestos,
Overburden from Uranium Mining, and
Oil Shale (NTIS PB88–162631);
Strawman II (NTIS PB91–178418); U.S.
EPA Mine Waste Policy Dialogue
Committee Meeting Summaries and
Supporting Material (NTIS PB95–
122529).

The Agency is also developing
additional technical reports on waste
rock piles, subaqueous disposal of mine
tailings, model mines, and
phosphogypsum waste piles.

Dated: February 23, 1995.
Elizabeth A. Cotsworth,
Acting Director, Office of Solid Waste.
[FR Doc. 95–5023 Filed 2–28–95; 8:45 am]
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Granular Carbofuran; Final Decision
To Deny Reinstatement of the Corn
and Sorghum Uses and To Grant
Conditional Extension of Phase-Out
Period for Use on Rice; Summary of
Public Comment

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This Notice announces EPA’s
decision to deny reinstatement of the
use of the granular insecticide
carbofuran on corn and sorghum, and to
grant a limited extension of use on rice.
This Notice also summarizes the public
comments received in response to the
Agency’s proposal of these actions (59
FR 17530, April 13, 1994).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: By
mail: Margaret Rice, Special Review and
Reregistration Division (7508W), Office
of Pesticide Programs, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, 401
M St., SW., Washington, DC 20460.
Office location and telephone number:
Special Review Branch, Rm. WF32N4,
Crystal Station #1, 2800 Crystal Drive,
Arlington, Virginia, (703) 308–8039.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background
In the Federal Register of April 13,

1994 (59 FR 17530), EPA proposed to
deny reinstatement of the use of
granular carbofuran on corn and
sorghum, to extend the use on rice with
restrictions, for a limited time period,
and offered incentives for the
registration of reduced risk alternatives
to control rice water weevil. The
Agency’s proposal was in response to
FMC Corporation and grower groups’

requests that the phase-out scheduled
for these three uses be extended beyond
the limits established in the negotiated
settlement agreement that concluded the
Special Review of granular carbofuran
in 1991.

The Agency’s April 1994 notice
outlined the arguments put forth by
FMC Corp in support of their request, as
well as the rationale for EPA’s proposed
decision, and allowed 90 days for public
comment. Readers are referred to the
proposed decision (59 FR 17530, April
13, 1994) for a detailed summary of the
regulatory history and legal background
of the granular carbofuran Special
Review and negotiated settlement
agreement.

II. EPA’s Findings
The following summarizes the

Agency’s findings regarding the risks
and benefits resulting from the use of
granular carbofuran. With regard to
risks, the Agency finds:

1. Carbofuran is highly acutely toxic
to birds.

2. One granule can kill a small bird.
3. Proper agricultural use of

carbofuran results in granules available
to birds.

4. Birds are directly exposed to
carbofuran by picking up and ingesting
granules. Predatory and scavenging
birds are secondarily exposed when
they eat the organisms that were directly
exposed.

5. Many birds have been killed by
proper use of granular carbofuran. This
has been documented in 8 field studies
and over 90 separate poisoning
incidents, which demonstrate
widespread and repeated mortality to
many species, including migratory,
threatened and endangered species.
Incidents of both primary and secondary
poisonings have been observed and
documented in many different
geographic areas, associated with many
different use sites, times of year, and
under varying environmental
conditions.

6. The Agency continues to receive
reports of bird kills from granular
carbofuran. Twenty three additional
wildlife kill incidents have been
reported to EPA since the conclusion of
the Special Review in 1991. Three were
attributed to granular formulations; the
other 20 incident reports did not specify
which formulation was involved.
Species killed include a bald eagle,
Canada geese, red-tailed hawks, and
numerous other species.

7. Based on available data, carbofuran
presents a greater risk to birds than
alternative chemical control methods.

8. It has not been demonstrated that
there are any conditions under which


