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Presidential Documents

Executive Order 12953 of February 27, 1995

Actions Required of all Executive Agencies To Facilitate Payment of
Child Support

Children need and deserve the emotional and financial support of both
their parents.

The Federal Government requires States and, through them, public and
private employers to take actions necessary to ensure that monies in payment
of child support obligations are withheld and transferred to the child’s
caretaker in an efficient and expeditious manner.

The Federal Government, through its civilian employees and Uniformed
Services members, is the Nation’s largest single employer and as such should
set an example of leadership and encouragement in ensuring that all children
are properly supported.

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, including section
301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

PART I—PURPOSE

Section 101. This executive order: (a) Establishes the executive branch of
the Federal Government, through its civilian employees and Uniformed Serv-
ices members, as a model employer in promoting and facilitating the estab-
lishment and enforcement of child support.

(b) Requires all Federal agencies, including the Uniformed Services, to
cooperate fully in efforts to establish paternity and child support orders
and to enforce the collection of child and medical support in all situations
where such actions may be required.

(c) Requires each Federal agency, including the Uniformed Services, to
provide information to its employees and members about actions that they
should take and services that are available to ensure that their children
are provided the support to which they are legally entitled.

PART 2—DEFINITIONS
For purposes of this order:

Sec. 201. “Federal agency” means any authority as defined at 5 U.S.C.
105, including the Uniformed Services, as defined in section 202 of this
order.

Sec. 202. “Uniformed Services” means the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, Coast Guard, and the Commissioned Corps of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, and the Public Health Service.

Sec. 203. “Child support enforcement” means any administrative or judicial
action by a court or administrative entity of a State necessary to establish
paternity or establish a child support order, including a medical support
order, and any actions necessary to enforce a child support or medical
support order. Child support actions may be brought under the civil or
criminal laws of a State and are not limited to actions brought on behalf
of the State or individual by State agencies providing services under title
IV-D of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 651 et seq.

Sec. 204. “State” means any of the fifty States, the District of Columbia,
the territories, the possessions, and the Commonwealths of Puerto Rico
and of the Mariana Islands.



