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(a) The extent to which the proposed
plan follows a comprehensive and
coordinated approach in addressing the
community and economic development
needs of the public entity and furthers
neighborhood revitalization—(up to 20
points).

OR
(b) Proposals Addressing Special

Need —(Applicants to which this
criterion does not apply need not
respond thereto.) (up to 20 points). Of
the 20 points under this factor, one
point will be awarded to applicants that
received a federal urban Empowerment
Zone or Enterprise Community
designation and up to 19 additional
points will be awarded to applicants
that propose EDI and Section 108 loan
assisted activities that will benefit the
applicant’s Qualifying Empowerment
Zone or Enterprise Community area and
are consistent with the applicant’s
Strategic Plan; and

(7) Innovation and creativity—(up to
20 points). The extent to which the
applicant incorporated innovation and/
or creativity in the design and proposed
implementation of the proposed
activities carried out with Section 108/
EDI funds.

Selection Process—Once scores are
assigned, all applications will be ranked
in order of points assigned, with the
applications receiving more points
ranking above those receiving fewer
points. Applications will be funded in
rank order, however, HUD, in its sole
discretion, may choose to award EDI
assistance to a lower rated approvable
application over a higher rated
application in order to increase the level
of geographic diversity of grants
approved under this part. As discussed
in paragraph I.E. above, HUD reserves
the right to determine a minimum and
a maximum amount of any EDI award
or Section 108 commitment per
applicant, application or project and to
modify requests accordingly. In
addition, if HUD determines that an
application rated, ranked and fundable
could be funded at a lesser EDI grant
amount than requested consistent with
feasibility of the funded project or
activities and the purposes of the Act,
HUD reserves the right to reduce the
amount of the EDI award and/or
increase the Section 108 loan guarantee
commitment, if necessary, in
accordance with such determination.

HUD may decide not to award the full
amount of EDI grant funds available
under this NOFA and may make any
remaining amounts available under a
future NOFA.

Timing of grant awards—To the
extent full Section 108 applications are

submitted concurrently with the EDI
grant application, HUD’s approval of the
related Section 108 loan guarantee
commitment will in most cases be
granted contemporaneously with EDI
grant approval. However, the EDI grant
may be awarded prior to HUD approval
of the Section 108 commitment if HUD
determines that such award will further
the purposes of the Act. EDI funds shall
not be disbursed to the public entity
before the issuance of the related
Section 108 guaranteed obligations.

III. Technical Assistance

To the extent permitted by law, HUD
may advise applicants of technical
deficiencies in the EDI applications after
submission and permit them to be
corrected. Technical deficiencies relate
only to items, such as a failure to submit
or sign a required certification, that
would not improve the substantive
quality of the application relative to the
selection criteria . Applicants will have
14 calendar days from the date HUD
notifies the applicant of any such
technical deficiency to submit the
appropriate information in writing to
HUD. At any time during the selection
process, which began with preparation
of this NOFA, HUD staff is limited in
the assistance it is permitted to provide
regarding applications for EDI grants,
due to the requirements of the HUD
Reform Act. The assistance and advice
that can be provided includes such
activities as explaining and responding
to questions about program regulations,
identification of those parts of an
application that need substantive
improvement, the dates by which
decisions will be made and the
procedures that are required to be
performed to process an application.
The term ‘‘technical assistance’’
however, does not include advising the
applicant how to make substantive
improvements in its application that
will affect ratings.

In addition, any information
published in the Federal Register and in
this NOFA, and any information that
has been made public through a means
other than the Federal Register or
NOFA, may be discussed.

HUD staff will be available
throughout the EDI application period
to provide extensive advice and
assistance, as is currently provided, to
develop 108 loan applications since the
108 program is not subject to the HUD
Reform Act. Staff providing such
assistance may provide technical advice
to the EDI selection panel but in no case
will such staff participate in the panel’s
voting process for EDI awards under this
NOFA.

IV. Other Matters

Environmental Impact
A Finding of No Significant Impact

with respect to the environment has
been made in accordance with HUD
regulations at 24 CFR part 50,
implementing section 102(2)(C) of the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332). The Finding of
No Significant Impact is available for
public inspection and copying between
7:30 am and 5:30 pm weekdays at the
Office of the Rules Docket Clerk, 451
Seventh Street, SW, Room 10276,
Washington, DC 20410.

Federalism
The General Counsel, as the

Designated Official under section 6(a) of
Executive Order 12612, Federalism, has
determined that this NOFA will not
have substantial, direct effects on States,
on their political subdivisions, or on
their relationship with the Federal
Government, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities between
them and other levels of government.
While the NOFA offers financial
assistance to units of general local
government, none of its provisions will
have an effect on the relationship
between the Federal Government and
the States, or the States’ political
subdivisions.

Family
The General Counsel, as the

Designated Official for Executive Order
12606, The Family, has determined that
the policies announced in this NOFA
would not have the potential for
significant impact on family formation,
maintenance and general well-being
within the meaning of the Order. No
significant change in existing HUD
policies and programs will result from
issuance of this NOFA, as those policies
and programs relate to family concerns.

Prohibition Against Lobbying Activities
The use of funds awarded under this

NOFA is subject to the disclosure
requirements and prohibitions of
section 319 of the Department of Interior
and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 1990 (31 U.S.C.
1352) and the implementing regulations
at 24 CFR part 87. These authorities
prohibit recipients of Federal contracts,
grants, or loans from using appropriated
funds for lobbying the Executive or
Legislative Branches of the Federal
Government in connection with a
specific contract, grant, or loan. The
prohibition also covers the awarding of
contracts, grants, cooperative
agreements, or loans unless the
recipient has made an acceptable


