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   By Rhizomorph (Rhizomorph) on Thursday, May 03, 2001 - 09:21 pm: Edit


I have 4 beds of wheat straw completely grown through I followed oldtimers instructions and they worked great. I cased all the beds with the pasturized peat mixture. After a week now all the casing layers are grown through with stringy mycellium. Is this okay? When should they strart to fruit?Any help woud be greatly appreciated. 
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   By Hippie3 (Hippie3) on Thursday, May 03, 2001 - 09:35 pm: Edit


sounds good, now you need to lower the temps to mid 70's and drop the humidity to low 80% ranges, and fan more often, so to initiate pin set. 
hyphal knots appear first, then grow pins, takes almost 2 weeks from start to finish of the cycle. 
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   By 2cbeauty (2cbeauty) on Thursday, May 03, 2001 - 10:36 pm: Edit


I have a question about straw as well. I've just started to grow using grains and I'm interesting in using this as spawn to straw. Here's what I want to know... 

What is the benefit of spawning to straw as compared to just casing the colonized grains? 

Assuming you have the same mass of either colonized straw or colonized grains, and then cased them, which would produce more? 

What is the actual benefit of spawning to another substrate, other than not having to P.C.? 

Thanks for any help! 
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   By Hippie3 (Hippie3) on Friday, May 04, 2001 - 02:39 am: Edit


it starts to get down to semantics. a casing usually has no nutrients, but straw does have some. so by spawning straw, you can double or triple your original substrate mass, then case it, if desired. 
end result, more shrooms. 
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   By Oldtimer (Oldtimer) on Friday, May 04, 2001 - 12:45 pm: Edit


As Hippie mentioned... straw does have some nutrients... something you may want to try is supplemented straw substrate. During the pasteurization of your straw in water try adding a small amount of fish emulsion or blood meal. By a little I mean around 1/8 to 1/4 teaspoon to a gallon of water. I use fish emulsion during pasteurization of my straw as a supplement and find it helps to produce bigger, better crops without adding too much risk of contamination by foreign fungi or bacteria. So, if you want to go with straw but feel the need to feed, give 'em some food but tread lightly. This definitely will increase your beds shroom production and tends to allow a few more flushes as well. 
Prepare your supplemented straw, mix with "cake dust" made by grinding PF cakes in a cuisinart or whatnot, allow colonization and case. You will see an amazing amount of mushrooms in a relatively short length of time. I am currently using PF's cake Tek for the cultivation of many types of mushrooms and have to hand it to him, the idea is ingenius to say the least. I'm surprised that no commercial producers have starting using vermiculite based spawn as an alternative to grain. Seems to me this could revolutionize the commercial mushroom industry. The speed in which "cake powder" spawn colonizes substrates is astronomical and it eliminates the contamination problems associated with grain as well as those damned critters who love to rip and tear my beds in search of delectable grain spawn tidbits. 

I guess the reason PF has not received the credit he deserves for inventing this amazing technique is the fact that most "commercial/professional" growers don't or won't browse sites devoted to psychoactives. Too bad, the loss is theirs! Just remember boys and girls... someday when the PF cake Tek has become an industry standard for spawn production... you can say you knew the man who created it and actually had the priviledge of learning directly from him. Maybe we can get Staments to assume an alias and put in a few words here??? Ya listening Paul? And speaking of professionals.... we could use a few words from Bob as well! One can only hope... 

OT 
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   By Sillycybin (Sillycybin) on Friday, May 04, 2001 - 05:47 pm: Edit


Hey Oldtimer, 
You say that you use the PF tek to grow different kinds of mushies, right? 
What kinds of non-psychoactives do you grow and how do they grow similarly to/differently than the cubes we all talk about? Is the PF tek good for ALL the types you grow, or is it better for some than others (I know that some people prefer grain teks for psychoactives other than cubies, so i imagine some non-psychoactives would not do so well with the PF tek)? 

sillily, 
Silly 
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   By Oldtimer (Oldtimer) on Saturday, May 05, 2001 - 12:29 am: Edit


Currently I'm working with all of my straw grown menu items using the PF Tek. This method lends itself handsomely to the growing of Pleurotus (oysters) and Paddy Straw. I am working with various wood inhabitants testing vermiculite/BRF grown spawn on woodchip/sawdust subtrates as well. My logic being that most any species can be started on some mix of potato/dextrose/yeast (PDY) agar or malt/yeast/peptone (MYP)agar in petri dishes and transferred to grain then the same should hold true to starting in PF jars with various vermiculite/BRF mixes. So far my tests have shown my hunch to be correct and I am successfully growing spawn in vermiculite for inoculation to substrate (mainly pleurotus). Still working on different ideal combinations for different species. Will post these as I learn my way. Starting the spawn is the easy part. Getting it to colonize substrate and fruit is more fun indeed! I have a few Shiitake on vermiculite jar tests going and hope to try P. cyanescens/azurescens soon. Experimentation is the "joy" of all this to me and I can never get enough of the satisfaction of seeing an idea work. Psilocybes (by their nature) are wonderful, but I like to expand my horizons by growing other interesting species as well. Another plus to growing "edible" mushrooms is you can openly share your skills with friends and neighbors without getting arrested! Maybe even turn them on to some damn good gourmet cooking/eating and make some legal bucks at the same time... 

OT 
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   By Fungusflipper (Fungusflipper) on Saturday, May 05, 2001 - 12:57 am: Edit


So do I go to my feed store and just ask for straw, or is it wheat straw, rye straw, what? 

I know nothing bout these things.... 

FF (a city boy) 
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   By Oldtimer (Oldtimer) on Saturday, May 05, 2001 - 02:34 am: Edit


Check out whatever's available in your area. I have to use burmuda straw or some other grass as no wheat, oak or rye is grown in my locale. As a general answer though... most hays and straws work fine in my experience. I usually buy "horse" straw as it is a better grade of grass compared to fodder which contains much more coarse material. Experiment and see what you have at hand that works! 
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   By Infoseeker (Infoseeker) on Saturday, May 05, 2001 - 09:34 pm: Edit


Hey OT, when you make the cakes that you use to spawn do you use max fruiting formula or original formula. I used max and when I blended them they turned into more of a mud than a dust. I 
think this may be why I my straw is still less than 50% colonized after 3.5 days as the mud was kind of hard to mix evenly. Oh well, as long as its fully colonized in a week I'll be happy. 
I'm about to make some more tubs of straw today or 
tomorrow-some plain straw and others mixed with worm castings. Your idea about fish emulsion sounds good... where the hell would I find something like that. 
Also, I've got a few extra quarts of grain that have been fully colonized for over a week that I want to put to use. However, it started to turn bluish 
green in a few spots. It actually looks like psilocybn-I think it turned that color after I shook it the last time. How would I make sure it wasn't contams? 
Rhizomorph: 
How long did it take your beds to fully colonize? 
Did you use plastic over your beds per shroom gods 
straw tek? 
How deep where your beds?,how many cakes per sq did you use? 
Thanks all for the help 
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   By Sillycybin (Sillycybin) on Saturday, May 05, 2001 - 10:36 pm: Edit


OT-- 
I know what you mean about the joy of experimentation. When something works...it's great. (Not that the pf tek is really an experiment that's never been done before, but when I got my first mushrooms off the cakes I was giddy all day...couldn't sleep that night either, for thinking about the shrooms--that it actually worked). 
I'm interested in the results of your experiments. I think the more you know about mushrooms in general, the better you'll be at growing a specific kind... 
besides, mushrooms are yummy. 

silly 
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   By Oldtimer (Oldtimer) on Sunday, May 06, 2001 - 03:09 pm: Edit


Infoseeker... Obviously something went wrong when you attempted to grind your cakes. I have had others to tell me theirs turned mushy or pasty too and the reason usually is due to the means in which they ground the cakes. You must use a cuisinart or some other high-speed grinder that will chop the cake into a moist powder without reducing it to mush. My cakes are fairly dry and "corky" feeling when I pop them out of the jars. I break the cake into small pieces and then chop these in a Cuisinart Mini-Prep with a one-two second forward grind and then bump the reverse direction one or twice to complete the grinding. Any more grinding than this is too much. The cuisinart has a flat blade rather than the star type cutters found in blenders. This blade slices and chops the cake very rapidly while maintaining the granular texture of the vermiculite. Maybe I should list the Cuisinart Mini-Prep as a necessary piece of equipment for this technique. They can be purchased at W*mart or Williams-Sonoma for around $30-$40. Without the ability to grind the cakes to a good granular consistency the method will not work properly. You should end up with a material which is very much like the lightly moistened vermiculite you placed in the jars when first starting them. If properly prepared the material allows you to "sprinkle" it throughout your straw. The sprinkling of cake powder is what gives you the amazing amount of inoc points and causes the rapid colonization I've been describing. Start with a thin (1 inch) layer of pasteurized straw. Sprinkle a goodly amount of spawn (cake powder) and work in with your fingers. Continue layering and spawning until your tray is complete. I normally build mine around 3-4 inches deep. If you do this properly you will see complete colonization in 48 hours or less. At this point case with a 1/2 inch layer of casing soil. You should see mycelium appearing in the casing within a few days with pinning shortly thereafter. 

If at first you don't succeed.... 

OT 
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   By Atomichrist (Atomichrist) on Sunday, May 06, 2001 - 03:42 pm: Edit


Hey oldtimer, could you be tempted to post recipes for the nonpsychedelics you grow? I won't say I'm a gourmet cook, but I do alright, and I've always wanted to experiment with different types of things... or maybe you know a site that has some recipes? 
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   By Mrnngglry (Mrnngglry) on Sunday, May 06, 2001 - 04:06 pm: Edit


oldtimer: 

do you think one could create a perennial cubie patch outdoors using straw tek in the pacific northwest climate? 

in what regions of the US do you think this might work? 
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   By Oldtimer (Oldtimer) on Sunday, May 06, 2001 - 05:40 pm: Edit


Mrnngglry... Speak of the devil! I have been having a bout with mild paranoia lately and thought I'd relieve my anxiety by getting rid of any "suspect" growings on around here so's here what I did.... 

Start trays with straw using the PF cake powder method. They colonize very quickly and are fairly inconspicuous. Once the flats are colonized, dump them on the ground in a shady spot in the woods, along hedges, fence rows, etc. Cover with a good layer of casing soil and leaves. The beds will fruit giving 1-2 good flushes before becoming contaminated or infested with insects. Great if you don't mind starting new "patches" every few weeks. To me this is a safe and stress-free method of growing illegals without the risk of some cop walking in and finding an obvious tray of shrooms actively being cultivated. We'll call this one the ... "disposable mushroom patch". Makes a great soil additive too after the shrooms are finished growing! 

Atomichrist.... As for some good recipes... Check out "Growing Gourmet & Medicinal Mushrooms" by Paul Staments. It has a section in the back with some really good recipes for gourmet mushrooms. 

OT 
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   By Mrnngglry (Mrnngglry) on Sunday, May 06, 2001 - 11:41 pm: Edit


thanks ot. 

ps, is it necessary to send thanks, or is that understood? 

don't wanna waste space. 
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   By Infoseeker (Infoseeker) on Sunday, May 06, 2001 - 11:43 pm: Edit


Thanks OT, I will get the Cuisinart tonight. 
But I still want to salvage my current bed. Let me 
describe what it looks like: It seems like there is colonization throughout the entire substrate. However... there are only a few dollar coin sized patches that are a bright thick white(how the block of mycelium looks in a quart of rye grain). The rest of the surface is just covered with this wispy, spotty mycelium. In other words, it is not 
one big solid block that could be picked up like you have described. 
Stamets book says that wispy mycelium could be caused by the substrate being too wet. So... last night I took off the layer of plastic covering the straw(ShroomGods straw tek-in archives), since the underside of this plastic was covered with water. I havn't checked it since but will tonight. I was thinking of just casing it now... would that be right? My temp is low 80's, and my humidity is about 90%. 
Any other comments, feel free... 

You have now idea how fucking ecstatic I will be once I finally make this work and grow a bundle of 
boomers. Damn, I get giddy just thinking about it. 
Thanks 
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   By Hippie3 (Hippie3) on Monday, May 07, 2001 - 12:57 am: Edit


i was able to grind mine to powder using the same coffee grinder i use for rice by cutting the cake into small chunks first. 
worked pretty good, a little moist, might want to reduce cake water content a bit if intention is to grind. 
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   By Cyrusbarnaby (Cyrusbarnaby) on Monday, May 07, 2001 - 04:39 pm: Edit


Five days or so ago I ground up three and a half pf cakes in a glass pan, using nothing more than a fork to grind the stuff (it was turning mushy in my hands as I crumbled it, so I used the fork.) It worked great, no mush whatsoever. I meant to case three days ago, but had to leave town. Came back last night, and the mycelium is absolutely chomping down on that straw!! My god it's cottony. I'm casing later on today.... And stating about another five or ten beds, I might add... [image: image100.png]
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