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Importance of Issue

Teen Pregnancy is a very important issue for Quay County residents.  Currently, Quay County ranks #1 (2001) and #6 (2002) in number of births to teen mothers in New Mexico, while New Mexico ranks #4 in the nation.  The implications for Quay County residents of this high rate of teen births include:

· Less than 1/3 of girls who begin their families before age 18 every earn a high school diploma

· Young fathers also achieve less education than boys who postpone fatherhood

· Children born to teen mothers are more likely to have health and developmental problems, grow up in families without fathers, experience abuse and neglect, fail in school, rely on public assistance, and live in poverty

· Teen pregnancy costs New Mexicans about $216 million per year.

AIM

REDUCE THE NUMBER OF BIRTHS TO YOUNG WOMEN AGE 15 – 17 YEARS.

Outcome Measure

NUMBER OF BIRTHS PER THOUSAND TO YOUNG WOMEN AGE 15 – 17 YEARS.

Membership

Committee members include the following individuals:

Maria Rodriguez

Yolanda Garcia, Parents Reaching Out

Jessie Robinson, CMS

Brenda Bishop, Extension

Julie Sursa, FIT Program

Susan Reents, Tucumcari High School

Gail Balzano, Tucumcari High School

Claudia Preciado, student

Andi Garcia, student

Mary Ann Dominguez, ASAP Coalition

The Co-Chairs for the Teen Pregnancy Committee are Maria Rodriguez and Yolanda Garcia.  Recorder duties will be provided by staff.  Timekeeper will be designated at each meeting.  Council staff will provide the coaching for this committee.

If changes need to be made to the membership, then the Committee will make recommendations to the MCCH Council for their approval.

Actions:

The committee will:

· Obtain community input on the issue;

· Track the outcome measure;

· Learn about the current processes in our community that influence the aim;

· Learn about demonstrated principles and programs that affect the aim;

· Develop a plan recommending improvement strategies, measures of their success, and needed resources;

· Present the plan to the Council for approval of any new requests or changes in allocation of funds controlled by the Council;

· Monitor implementation of the plan.

Linkage to the Council:

The committee is to be appointed annually by the MCCH Council Chair.  The committee will provide a quarterly report, and/or presentation, to the Council general membership that include team progress, reviewing data on the outcome measure and the current system, identifying barriers, and anticipating next steps.

The Council will support the Teen Pregnancy Committee by assisting in addressing barriers, identifying strategies for financial and other resources, reporting to the community, and other items as requested by the committee.  The Council will take action on recommendations put forward by the committee.

