Minutes MCCH Council Meeting

December 2, 2003
(Approved as presented 1-6-04)

Members Present:

Brenda Bishop

Noreen Hendrickson 

Edward Perea

Diana Fitzner

Diana Chavez

Tim Gutierrez

           Gail Cook

Don Best

Susan Lease

Maria Rodriguez

Julie Sursa

Teresa Stephenson

Jessie Robinson
Gene Black


Dee Reed

Doris Hight

Staff Present:

Sue Best
Alida Brown


Guests Present:
Julie Amato
Valery Henderson
Linda Montano


Prior to the meeting starting Jessie passed out a Christmas puzzler for everyone to work on.

The meeting was called to order by Jessie Robinson at 11:40 a.m.  Everyone introduced himself or herself.  Linda Montano (the guest from Las Cruces) was appointed as timekeeper.

Jessie asked for approval of the minutes.  Maria had a correction.  The first item under Old Business and the 5th sentence, should read “Jessie and Maria will meet with the committee to research funding opportunities.”  The minutes were approved as corrected.

Coordinators Report:

Alida reported that Sue passed the recent audit of their grant funds with flying colors.

After many people have complained about the lack of screenings at the Wellness Event, Alida went once again to talk to the hospital administrator, who is also getting pressure from the community.  He has his staff researching the legalities.  If they find they can do it legally, they will be involved if the Chief of Staff, Dr. Faith, agrees to be involved.  The group discussed the pros and cons and decided that it would be worth pursuing.

Committee Reports:

School-based Program Funding Committee – Jessie reported that the committee will meet with all four superintendents on December 8, 2003.

Funding Action Committee – Maria reported on the pre-session plans.  The group letter will be ready by December 2, 2003.  Personal letters should be out by December 8, 2003.  The County Commission Resolution will be presented on December 8, 2003.  The Committee asked who around the table can meet with our legislative representatives in a face to face meeting?  If they try to get a meeting together with the representatives, will anyone be able to meet with them and talk about the problem?  They would also like volunteers to take the resolution to the city of Tucumcari and the villages.  After some discussion, it was decided to try to arrange for a meeting, but with the late notice, we may not be able to get it done.

Alida (for Phil) reported on the Plan B – Phil is concerned that we are not looking for other money to keep the Council funded.  We need to keep MCCH Council and its priorities in mind as we look at RFP’s that come across our desks.  We need to focus on community development grants.

Under Old Business:

Alida presented Jay’s summary of the definitions of health.  We reviewed the top three choices and each person voted by ballot.

Alida presented the current mission and vision and asked if we wanted to make any changes?  By general consent we decided to keep it as is.

Under New Business:

Alida presented the updated council policy and procedures and highlighted the few changes.  Most were minor changes.  A section better defining membership was added.  The policy and procedures were approved with some changes recommended by the group.

She asked the group if they would like having all the minutes of each committee meeting in their monthly packet.  The group voted yes or no and decided to include the minutes in the monthly packet.

Under Member Announcements:

Dee brought up the need for a needle exchange program and that the health office has approached the City Commission for their approval.  Quay County has the highest level of hepatitis B in the state.  She asked for the Council’s endorsement of this project.  The Council voted to support the needle exchange program.

The meeting was adjourned by general consent.

Jessie passed out another game and gave everyone time to come up with some answers.  Maria baked a cake and Jessie made Santas out of cookies for everyone.  Then she gave us the answers to the Christmas puzzlers.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brenda Bishop, Secretary

