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On Ligatures

When ufing an 18th century font, there are {everal {pecial charaéters. There
is the long { that occurs in the middle of words, plus there are ligatures, which
are combinations of two or more characters. Proper ufe of ligatures is eflential
to make an authentic looking document.

Generally, whatever 18th century font you ufe will have the following 12
ligature characters.

ct ¢t ff ff ffi fth
ffl M fi fi fl fl
longs sh {h Si fi
sl {l SsS {r st t

Depending on the font, thefe {pecial charadters may appear in different
places. If you are ufing Windows, you can ufe the Character Map acceflory to
{ee the available ligatures. Additionally, for foreign or Latin words, the
ligatures

ae x oe oe
may be neceflary.

The f{tandard ligatures are only ufed on lower cafe letters; never on
uppercafe. Some of the foreign ligatures may be ufed in both an upper- and
lowercafe verfion, however.

Rules for ufing ligatures:

1. The long S( ) 1s ufed in place of a lower cale S, however
(a) never ufe the long S at the end of a word or immediately before an
apoltrophe
(b) never ufe the long Simmediately after an f (e.g., offset).
(c) never ufe the long Simmediately before an f (e.g., transfer).
(d) never ufe the long Simmediately before a b (e.g., husbandry).
(e) never ufe the long Simmediately before a k (e.g., task). '
2. Ufe a ligature where ever polflible.

" This rule is not followed in fome books I have examined. For example, Geodefia by John
Love (1768) ufes the long Sbefore k, whillt 7/4e Practical Surveyor by Samuel Wyld (both the
1725 and 1760 editions) does not ufe the long Sbefore k.



3. Ufe the longeft poflible ligature (e.g., ufe fh in {ufficient, not ff followed by
the letter 1).

4. If two ligatures would be of the fame length, ufe the one that comes earlier
in the word (e.g., ufe {I followed by 1 in poflible, not { followed by fi).

5. Only ufe a ligature containing the long Sif a long Sbelongs in that location
(e.g., ule {['in neceflary, but not in recefs).

Examples:

Here are fome example words fhowing each of the 12 ligature characters. Each
line lifts {ix words which ufe the fame ligature.

¢t practical  exact objection fections directions {ubtract
ft offended offset different  f{taft effect affabrous
fh  fufhcient difhcult  officers afhance chathng  mufhn
il affli&t offlet ruffle afflation  fafflower  fnaffle

fi finding beneficial field deficient  f{uperficies confine
fl chiefly reflect flower flat defly rifling

{ caly furvey prefent infpects alfo ufes

fth  fhewing  fhilling publifh crufh lordthip  wath

fi curioufity fince befides bufinefs  defign confider
1 afleep {lope {luice tranflate  {light ile

' neceflary groflly aflign pafling poflefs lefler

{t firft {tretch inftrument molt walte diftance

On Fonts

Pradtically all American and Englith printing from 1735 to 1800 was done
ufing the Caflon font. This font was created by William Caflon (1692-1766),
{fometime around 17222. Around 1754, the Baskerville font was introduced by
John Baskerville3 (1706-1775). This font was ufed for fome fancier documents
and bibles, but many printers didn’t care for it and claimed that it was hard to
read and bad for the eyes. As a reference, Benjamin Franklin ufed both of

Sources claim any date between 1716 and 1734, but there is at lealt one book from 1725 that
I have perfonally infpected that ufes Caflon. William Caflon ftarted in the engraving
bufinefs around 1716, and feems to have offered a fample type fheet of his font in 1722.
Bafed on my limited refearch, I fufpect that the true date lies between 1720 and 1722.

There is another font called Baskerville Old Face, which was introduced by Ifaac Moore in
1768. In addition to a new font, John Baskerville alfo invented many improvements to the
printing procefs, including woven paper (to replace laid paper).



thefe fonts 1n his print {fhop.

The Caflon font has three {tyles: roman, italic, and {wafh. The italic form
of Caflon does not include italic numerals. Numerals were written in one of
two ways: 0123456789 in {tandard text, and 0125456789 for figure captions
and drawings. The {wafh form 1s a fancier verfion of italic that is ufed only in
principal titles. The {wath form was not in general ufe in the early 1700s.
Caflon fhould not be ufed bolded; rather, a larger point fize thould be ufed.

Computer Fonts

There are many verfions of Caflon that are available for the computer.
Thefe range from free fonts to ones that coft a fignificant amount of money.
Of the various fonts that are available, very few completely match period text.
In general, although fome of the fhapes of individual characters are different,
the biggelt variation is in line {pacing and charadter {ize. Characters fhould
appear about the fame height as the equivalent character in the Times font,
and the line {pacing thould be {lightly tighter than Times.

I have created a Caflon which is intended to exactly match the typeface
found in The Practical Surveyor, by Samuel Wyld, publifhed in London in 1725.
I have called this font //y/d. This 1s ufed in my reprint of the aforementioned
book. It can be found at http://www.orbitals.com/programs/wyld.zip, and
includes a roman and italic form of Caflon. It does not include a {wafh form, as
the {wafh form was not in ufe 1n 1725. This font 1s very clofe to the exact letter
and line {pacing of the original. The font may be adjufted flightly in the
future. The Wyld font may be ufed freely, but it may not be diftributed
without written permiflion.

I have alfo written a pair of MS Word macros which will automatically add
or remove ligatures from a document written ufing the Wyld font. Thefe are
alfo included in the wyld.zip file.

After unzipping the wyld.zip file, inftall the two font files from the control
panel. To inftall the Word macros, copy the WyldMacros.dot file to the
Microfoft Word {tartup directory. By default this directory 1s located at:

For Wordgs: C:\M SOffice\Winword\Startup\
For Wordg7: C:\Program Files\M S Office\Office\Startup\

For Word2o00: C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\Office\Startup\
The {tartup directory may be in a different location. After copying this file to
the {tartup directory, the next time Word is {tarted, there will be an additional

toolbar containing a € and a et tool. The €t tool adds ligatures, while the et
tool removes them.



