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WELCOME TO THE LONG AWAITED

SPECIES TRAIMTOR NO. 4.

It's customary to open a magazine with an editorial
reminding us of how important the times we're liv-
ing in are or how the tide is just turning in our favor.
The introduction is supposed to get you over feelings
of burn out and despair long enough to take every-
thing vou find within it as a sign that things are im-
proving. No doubt ['ve written my fair share of these
kinds of introductions, but I can’t do that this time.
There is no great looming movement on the horizon
ora glm‘iuu:i day of awakr-:ning. I feel that conscious-
ness is rising about the nature of our situation, bul
there is a greater trend to fall into a state of passive
nihilism rather than face what can seem like insur-

mountable odds,

In every realm of life, the grasp of
civilization is increasing and draining
life, Onr social and political situation has
been boiling over for far too long while
the misery and emptiness of daily life
only further consumes us. While we
breed the symptoms of social meltdown,
we further the reality of ecological col-
lapse. We are living in the end days of
this global civilization, but most of us are
unable to see it for what it is and even
fewer of us are copping up to it

The reality of the collapse of civili-
zation is our reality. And that means
there is a lot of work (o be done.

The purpose of this zine is to try and
draw attention to this situation and to
try and get some serious discussion and
action going to prepare for what is com-
ing. The point is not to make light of the
situation or to propose utopian alterna-
tives, it is to understand what we are fac-
ing and to start taking this seriously.

Inside you'll find a mixture of cri-
tique and practical means of overcom-
ing civilization as a totality and within
our own lives. The opening articles deal
with the nature and consequences of
domestication: a kind of overview of
where we've come from and where we
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are heading,.

For too long, anarcho-primitivist
and anti-civilization critiques have had
a tendency towards rhetoric over com-
plexity leading to confusions over what

primal living is or about the social life of |

societies clumped between gatherer-
hunters and agriculturalists. Whether
you are interested in turning your own
life towards that of a nomadic gatherer
hunters or
horticulturalists, the point here is talk
seriously about the social and ecological
comsequences of our actions and the in-
fluence of subsistence. For thousands of
years, humans have lived in nearly ev-
ery kind of society and we are, to a cer-
tain degree, rather predictable. And there
is a lot that we know about these societ-
ies, but most of us chose to ignore this
for whatever ideological reason or sim-
ply because they‘re not interested in do-
ing the research. And s0 we propose uto-
pian ideals based off of what we think
could happen in human society ignor-
ing the real effects of our decisions.
Human society is not such a com-
plicated thing and how we getby largely
determines how a society functions. This
is all very relevant for us anarchists as
2

semi-sedentary |

s more to living anarchistically
i simply lacking authoritarian insti-
NS we are, in sum, talking about
. We tend to think of immediate
thus talking about rewilding as a
al goal rather than a long term
fissis or we think of recreating society
pmething that we just do without

dering the organic flow any society
[ through the generations. We
our critique again becomes impor-
N practical terms: the collapse of
alion is something immediate, but
domestication is something
ger than our own lives.

| the short

at's a way
hinking that
e split from

ly need to make once again if we
any hope for rewilding in any

ollowing sections are concerned
h the more practical implications of
i eritique in terms of rewilding and
e. It's been increasingly popu-
among anti-civilization crowds to
ze rewilding and resisting as op-
e poles of action and, hence, sepa-
‘ways of being.

But there is no inherent grounding
his and it's something that's really
i bothering me. | can't comprehend
Hidea that you're solely either inter-
d in destroying civilization or mov-
beyond it. How are these two things
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notintrinsically linked? True enough, we
face a rather daunting reality, but that
means that we need to be adaptive and
we need to root our resistance and be
prepared to physically respond to the
threats imposed by civilization upon our
deepening roots,

I think the real problem here is the
baggage of ‘movements’ or the idea that
everyone must follow a certain criteria
or program in order for us tobe ‘success-
ful’. As Derrick Jensen says, one impor-
tant thing about civilization is that it's
such a big target that, no matter where
we turn, there's important work to be
done. All of these things are intercon-
nected on a personal level, but also on
the level of build-
ing a resistance to
civilization and
being able to out
live it. While we
don’t necessarily
nead to be whaolly
accepting of the
actions others
might chose to
take, we should
take a specific in-
terest in strengthening our connections
and working together where it seems fit.

Concrete examples might mean
working with more urban oriented
insurrectionaries who are solely inter-
ested in targeting the electrical infra-
structure and working with primal com-
munities who are less inclined to mili-
tant type action. So long as we are open
and respectful, we can find with whom
our solidarity and mutual interests lie
and we can act more effectively.

Here to you'll find a continuation of
issues brought up in past issues of ST
surrounding the question of revolution,
In the last issue, | raised a number of
questions about whether revolution is in
any way salvageable for the goals of de-
stroying civilization (‘Revolution and /
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or Insurrection’), and came to a very re-
served ‘maybe’ so long as the orientation
of that ‘revolution’ was clearly laid out.
Almost immediately after the issue was
published I realized | was wrong in
thinking that revolution can or should
be in any way salvageable. [ feel that it
is inseparable from its historical form
and its orientation as a political move-
ment rather than a totalistic attack on
civilization.

Ower the past years, ['ve been more
interested in developing ‘primal war’ as
less of an alternative to revolution than
as an embodiment of the fusion of
rewilding and resisting civilization,
You'll find the influence of this in the
essays offered here looking for more ap-
propriate targets for destroying civiliza-
Hon and new aPPrma{hes a[nng:-iide ar-
ticles about rebuilding community.

A part of this primal war is a deeper
understanding of its spiritual implica-
tions. For most anarchists, spirituality
remains a bit of a taboo and is held as an
inseparable religious or superstitious
holdover, But that's not how it has been
and that isn't how it must be. What the
lived, non-ritualized and non-formalized
spirituality that I talk about centers on is
simply the connection that develops be-
tween an individual and the wildness of
and around them. It is about deepening
connections to place and purpose that
come through primal living and personal
experience. [ think a deeper understand-
ing and connection with wildness that
replaces the self /Other split perpetuated
by the domesticators can be a very pow-
erful means of both overcoming the civi-
lized mentality and resisting its con-
structs.

And this is extremely important for
rebuilding community. A way of being
that stems from personal experience is
anti-Historical, anti-mediating, and an-
archistic in nature. Itundermines author-
ity through rendering it useless and un-
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thinkable, overcoming the strong hold
that symbelic culture places us within as
children. A part of our reorienting resis-
tance to civilization requires that we
think about the connections between all
life and look towards how the domesti-
cation process continues, namely, how
we treat our children. If we are talking
about overcoming civilization, this necds
to be a central issue, and one which un-
fortunately is only touched on briefly
here.

The purpose here is to open up a
more directed and serious debate about
what the totality of civilization really is
and what it means and will take to over-
come it. This is one step of many, but a
necessary one. And hopefully this issue
will be a greater contribution towards
taking those necessary steps.

In more practical matters, you'll no
doubt notice that we've finally moved
into the long desired book format. [ find
this much more fitting for both the con-
tent and presentation of ideas, This isn’t
really the kind of zine that dates like
most periodicals might. As a result, we
still lose some really important aspects
like news updates, action listings, and
prisoner listings. While it paing me to not
have these concrete underpinnings as a
part of this, you'll find no shortage
among what [ consider our complement-
ing zines: Green Amarchy and Green An-
archist. If you are reading this, then you
should be reading these as well for more
up-to-date information about what is
going on and on going discussions.

I don't want to give the impression
that not having this action and prisoner
orientation inany way implies that these
aren't crucial issues. These are all very
important to me and of course very rel-
evant. We simply don't have the space
and format for handling them appropri-
ately.

But, of course, I can still gripe.

,xfs“' will

Ower the years, green anarchist and
anti-civilization perspectives have cer-
tainly picked up a lot of interest. You can
see this as Green Anarchy grew from a
small zine primarily full of reprints into
the largest English anarchist publication.
Mo longer are anarcho-primitivist or
green anarchist critiques considered
fringe topics or something that can eas-
ily be written off by the larger anarchist
milieu. And in response to the growing
sympathy, you get knee jerk reactionar-
ies trying to ban or sideline us from
‘their’ debates and conferences. All the
while, green anarchist presence at con-
ferences and even the number of explic-
illy GA oriented events has grown dras-
teally.

What I find odd is that while there
18 a growing interest in GA ideas, there
seems to be a drop in the number of ELF

actions being taken. Especially as

FBI cracks down on suspects and
more eco-warriors are finding them-
#elves behind bars, a number of which
because of snitches and loose lips. Per-
haps it's just the very unfortunate loss
of the Frontline News Service that we
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don’t hear about these things, but as the
ELF and ALF remain the number one
“domestic terrorist” while actions have
severely dropped and the theory has
picked up seems rather concerning. On
the other hand, maybe folks are just get-
king wiser about what constitute better
targets and the ways of the State. As last
years' impressive $50 million ELF arson
shows, maybe there is a drop in smaller
attacks in liew of larger targets. [ suppose
we'll have to see how things unfald.

But in the meantime, will someone
please bring Frontline back?!

Along somewhat similar lines, you'll
find in this issue a number of articles that
are intent on rescuing animal liberation
from the animal rights erowd who have
taken it and run a bit too far. Hopefully
there can be greater room made for an
understanding of the consequences and
reality of domestication as opposed to
the dogmatic attempts to rule out what
constitutes an important part of the hu-
man diet and an important spiritual con-
nection. Atleast maybe we'll spark some
worthwhile debate (though a flood of
irate and misunderstanding letters is
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unavoidable).

And now, a bit of business: I've spent
the past two and a half years research-
ing (also leading ultimately to what has
become my book-in-progress: Catalyst:
the birth and death of civilization which
takes what I started with my domestica-
tion and collapse articles here and really
elaborated on them), sitting in front of
computers, begging for financial help
and submissions, losing sleep and vision
over what you're now holding. 1 owe
serious thanks to everyone who has
helped out and inspired me though I can
only name a few. My eternal thanks goes
out to Evan for his editorial assistance,
Yank, John Connor and all at Green An-
archist, everyone at Green Anarchy,
Fischer aka the Thin Red Line, the Bot-
tom Feeders, Sloth and Em, everyone
else who made contributions, and most
of all to the Monongahela/ Allegheny
bioregion which drives, inspires and has
fueled my rage for the past five and a
half years now. Without them and their
support, you wouldn't be holding this
now,

Even though this has taken so long
to come out and has again expanded in
size, it's still been a bit hectic and
plagued by every kind of set back.
Money, like always, has been the biggest
though not the sole culprit. So unfortu-
nately, there have been some cuts of oth-
erwise anficipated contributions and a
lack of others do to complications
(namely the interviews with Rod
Coronado and Jean Liedloff). So there is
some material already for the next issue
though | don’t want to say when it might
come out. That largely depends on how
much people are willing to contribute in
terms of both submissions and financial
contributions. Either way, [ can at least
expect it to take another year so 1 can take
the time to finish the two books I've been
working on. But send in your submis-
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sions!
Most importantly, GIVE US SOME ¢
FEEDBACK! We really get very little §
directly and I know that there are defi-
nitely critiques out there, so pass them
along, I'd like to have large sections for
debate in future issues, especially over
issues like the question of revolution,
discussion on the practicalities and real-
izations of rewilding and resistance, dis-
cussion on primal parenting and com-
munity building, and whether or not
animal liberation can be salvaged from has been some connections made
the animal rights crowd. I think the loss groups like Cultural Survival, who,
of published debate is something thathas  while doing some important and infor-
come with the internet where discussion  mative work, have also taken part in the
is a week long flare with a selective au- death of cultures through a different
dience leading ultimately to the death of form of acculturation: succumbing to the
great and controversial articles and de- fjnevitable” onslaught of civilization.
bate. Save some of it for print! Other They have brought modem technology
people are or would be interested in get- and its relationships into otherwise less
ting involved, so just write down your jmpacted societies as a means of ‘cultural
two cents and send it in! vation’ (read: museums of culture
A few other things: the Coalition than a way of being). So always
Against Civilization is no longer in ex- bewary...
istence. [t's time has come and gone, and Lack of contacts: I wanted to have
as the name has fallen into disuse over far more extensive contact listings here,
the past years, I've decided to take my butsimply ran out of time and space. For
upcoming move as a chance to move on.  more, see www.blackandgreen.org,
The old website: to those projects that didn't get
www.coalitionagainstcivilization.org ged but should have.
will not be renewed, but 5T and all ather
functions have moved over to
www.primalwar.org. Please make note
of this in your contacts. Also, the PO Box
835, Greensburg, PA 15601 address will
sHll be in use, but is now considered only
temporary until fall of 2005 when we
should have a new PO Box in a new
town. Keep an eye out for this. The distro
remains under Black and Green.
Mistake in issue 3: in the second

t with the values of the dominant
s in society...” which changes the
ning around. Sorry Ted.
Radical anthropology: there has
an increased interest in ‘radical an-
pology” among anti-civ folks, which
naturally see as a good thing. You'll
it more applied here as opposed to
ing addressed as it has been in past
es, Fortunately, interest has grown
new contacts have been made, es-
ially ones critical of missionaries, but

And with all this said and done, let's
get on with the issue!

For wildness and anarchy,

Kevin Tucker.

July 2, 2005
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paragraph of Nikto's ‘Road to Revolu- W TR e
tion’, a line reads: “There must be a —
strong development of values of the JORyeah, ALL INFORMATION WITHIN IS SOLELY FOR

dominant classes in society...” where it
should read: “There must be a strong
development of values that are inconsis-
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‘hatever it is that these anarchists and
ither social reformists or civil revolution-
arics are aiming at doing, never givesup
that reality. It mistakes hope for real po-
tential and despair as a limitation to how
deep change could or must be.

But this reality is a created reality. It
Mllas o beginning and it has an end. From
our vantage point, we are able to see
Moth. To understand what options we
have and depths of where we can go
from here, we need to look outside our
reality, outside of our society and our
machines. From here, we can understand
that our reality is not as mighty as we
are led to believe and that the soul of the
human is not the individualistic scourge
waiting for the chance to take power. We
Acan see that the world that we've cut,
plotted, paved, tamed, wasted, and
mined is not dead and it is not lying pas-
sively. We can see the wildness lurking

Humans always have been and always will be social animals. Where our food
comes from and how we get it largely determines how we interact with each othe

If we are going to take ourselves seriously as anarchists, then we have to un
derstand that anarchy is about far more than the type or presence of government
It is about social relationships. Simply not having government doesn’t tell us
whole lot about a particular society. To understand what anarchy might mea
look and feel like, we have to understand human society.

Asanimals, the way we interact with mans have a natural inclination to take

each other is rooted in the way that we
live. When we are surrounded by wild-
ness we will act differently than when
wie are surrounded by machines and con-
crete. When we are surrounded by do-
mestication we act, think and feel differ-
ently. The isolated, sedated, tense, and
overwhelming reality that we've created
now is inseparable from the material
world our elders have built and that we
maintain.

It gets harder and harder to imag-
ine a world different from the one we
are born and raised into,

It gets harder to imagine that the
way people interact now is not how hu-
mans have always been.

So we give in. We accept this reality
as our only reality. We accept that hu-

both around and within us. And,

action at the expense of each other and
at the expense of the world at large. Wi
try to make the best of our time and tha
is that. Some of us turn to god, some
to politics, some turn to sedatives (elec
tronic or chemical); we turn anywhera
that we can find some break from thd
dry, inhuman condition that drowns us
Traditionally anarchists haven’
been able to really get out of the realit
that surrounded them. Rural anarchists
have tried to turn the feudal farm life inta
an anarchist dream world. Urban anar-
chists have tried to turn the curse of th
factory into a blessing for humanity aEII
large. Contemporary anarchists have
tried to wrestle their new savior, techd
nology, from the capitalist hands.
Downscale, decentralize, democratize, on

While this essay stands on its own, the basic arguments are an overview of those dealt
ith inn much greater detail in my book-in-progress, Catalyst: the birth and death of
ivilization. I left out citations, pull quotes, and the like to make it more readable and
because there isn't enotgh room in this issue. So consider this an introductory overview.
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through this, we can see the end of our
own reality and the community of wild-

ness that awaits us.

This is the point of the anarcho-
primitivist critique. It is not an ideology,
party or basis for any platform. It is an
understanding of the origins and impli-

cations of our reality. It is a window look-

ing outside of the city, field and garden
to understand both what we have lost
and how.

This essay is a contribution to that
critique. It is meant to shatter the idea
that there is a monolithic type of society
like ‘"hunter-gathers’ or “horticulturalist’
or ‘agriculturalist” because things are
more complex in reality. And it is in this
complexity that we can best see the ori-
gins of our own reality and better un-
derstand how we can break out of it.

But it is also important to remind
ourselves that as a critique, it is only
meant to inform our reality and our ac-
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domestication inany form and am work-
ing towards a life of semi-nomadic gath-
ering and hunting myself, but this in no
way limits my solidarity and sympathy
for the many struggling horticultural or
sedentary gatherer-hunter societies that
have and will exist. My conclusions
about the consequences of domestication
are important for those overturning our
own domestication and breaking from
civilization. It is meant for those of us
who are in need of someplace to go. My
target is civilization, the culture of cities
(with an emphasis on both the culture
and the city). Moting the very early signs
of coercive power and the seeds of civi-
lization among other societies is not
meant to say that those seeds will always
flourish, but it is meant as both a warn-
ing and a direction for us and for future
generations,

And with this said, it’s time to dig
at the roots of our own reality.

HUMANITY IN THE STATELESSMNESS
OF NATURE

I believe in human nature.

It's not necessary that you do, but
there's a lot about human society and
behavior that has to be answered to ei-
ther way. Put in certain situations with
respect to socialization, we tend to actin
similar ways. Likewise, the ongoing do-
mestication process has always worked
in the same ways, manipulating and
channeling human need into depen-
dency. Qur similar reactions are part of
our heritage as social animals, And that
is how millions of years of evolution and
social living have made us.

There's an organic nature to evolu-
tionary change. But evolutionary change
is something great that spreads out over
thousands and millions of years. It is a
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response to long term conditions with
respect to short term changes. We sur-
vive because, as a species, we are adap-
tive. But that has been a kind of mixed
blessing. While it helps our body store
fat and water so we can cover large dis-
tances or that we are capable of taking
in so many types of food, it has also made
it possible for us to survive in cities and
sustain ourselves off of overly processed

IKung women gathering,

waste. What we've been capable of sur-
viving for a short period has been seen
by some as an evolutionary change in
itself. It has allowed some to think that
humans were intended for city and in-
dustrial life or that this way of survival
and cancerous growth can continue to
exist. Either by the Hand of God /s or the
Knowledge of Science, we believe this
way of living is natural.

Evolution has been condensed into
a social reality. That is why we have rac-
izm, sexism, class or caste societies, and
their realities of slavery, war, coloniza-
tion, imperialism, and the like. As we
stepped into the tamed countryside, the
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global system and the virtual realit A SENSE OF SECURITY

we've seen change in terms of general
tions rather than thousands of years
Those who shape and benefit from the
realities can only do so with a willing
army, producers and reproducers. They
take their short term benefit as reality
and turned history into evolution. The
created gods and then became them.

“I have attempted to evaluate the subsistence base of one contemporary hunter-
gatherer society living in a marginal environment. The Kung Bushmen have
available to them some relatively abundant high-quality foods, and they d‘u
not have to walk very far or work very hard to get them. Furthermore tl'us
modest work effort provides sufficient calories to support not only the active
adults, but also a large number of middle-aged and elderly people. The Bush-
men do not have to press their youngsters into the service of the food quest,
nor do they have to dispose of the oldsters after they have ceased to be produc-
tive.

The evidence presented assumes an added significance because this secu-
rity of life was observed during the third year of one of the most severedmug:hts
in South Africa’s history. Most of the 576,000 people of Buﬂwapaarepast_mahsls
and agriculturalists. After the crops had failed three years in succession and
over 250,000 head of cattle had died on the range for lack of water, the Wo;‘ld
Food Program of the United Nations instituted a famine relief program which
has grown to include 180,000 people, over 30 per cent of the population EGmra
ernment of Botswana, 1966). This program barely touched the Dobe area in the
isolated northwest corner of the country and the Herero and Tswana women
there were able to feed their families only by joining the Bushman women to
forage for wild foods. Thus the natural plant resources of the Dobe area were
carrying a higher proportion of population than would be would be the case in
years when the Bantu harvested crops. Yet this added pressure on the land did
not seem to adversely affect the Bushmen.

Tn one sense it was unfortunate that the period of my field work happened
to coincide with the drought, since I was unable to witness a “typical” annual
subsistence cycle. However, in another sense, the coincidence was a lucky one,
for the drought put the Bushmen and their subsistence system to the acid test
and, in terms of adaptation to scarce resources, they passed with flying colors.
One can postulate that their subsistence base would be even more substantial
during years of higher rainfall. : ’

What are the crucial factors that make this way of ln‘e possible? I suggest
that the primary factor is the Bushmen's strong emphasis on !.regetf-ble food
sources. Although hunting involves a great deal of effort and prestige, plant
foods provide from 60-80 per cent of the annual diet by weight. Meat has come
to be regarded as a special treat; when available, it is welcomed asnbres_ak from
the routine of vegetable foods, but it is never depended upon as a special treat;
when available, it is welcomed as a break from the routine of vegetable foods,
but it is never depended upon as a staple. No one ever goes hungry when
hunting fails.”

l.‘.' 4

Our knowledge, our reality, is what
the domesticators have and continue ta
teach us about ourselves and about ou
world.

Evolution becomes the survival of
the fittest because that is the only way t
really ‘make it" in our reality. Some are|
born to rule, some are born to serve. Or
S0MmMe are .ﬂimp]}r smarter and more
driven than others.

The same goes for society, Somel
were meant to fail, some were meant to
succeed. Some were meant to produce
and some to consume, Those who raise
the lobster for the rich to eat have to buy

K

-Richard B. Lee, ‘What Hunters Do for a Living’. In Lee and Devore, Man the
Hunter, New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 1968. Pg. 40.
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the rice that they are sold. Those whose
children were sacrificed by Aztec kings
bodies withered while they only had a
diet of corn to eat. Those who cut the
torests and carved the giant statutes on
Easter Island were those who could only
have focused on what they were going
to eat then and there. That's the nature
of the civilized game: someone or some-
place will always have to sacrifice for the
‘benefit’ of society,

These are the realities of the great
myth of Progress: the pure form of so-
cial evolution. We look towards the
heavens or towards our glorious Future
as we sacrifice our lives and our bodies
for the society that ultimately consumes
us. This applies as much to the early ag-
ricultural kingdoms as it does to our own
society. We move forward out of our sav-
age state of nature or we don't.
~ The philosophers tell us this is an
intentional act, a choice for every human
born to make: Progress or regress. They
tell us about the social contract where
society was created and directed. They
tell us about the evolution of savages to
barbarians to primitive kingdoms and
onto the state and, the high point of evo-
lution, civilization. The movement was
directed and intentional, the conse-
quences were necessary, and the direc-
tion was final.

But there was never any social con-
tract. Only recently were the directions
of growth and social momentum capable
of being directed in such a predeter-
mined and controlled way. Never was
the creation or change of society such an
ordered and planned thing. Never did
any part of humanity ‘evolve’ into a dif-
ferent being or was there any massive
change over from gatherer-hunters to
horticulturalists. Some societies
changed, some societies grew, some
stayed in a particular form, but some

SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

O IE 7T B

YRS

ANARCHY

other kept growing. To feed that grow
they developed more tools and technolo
gies designed to kill more people and cul
more forests and dig more soil quickl
There was no Hand of God in this no
any act of evolution.

And never was there an origin of ‘so
ciety” as such. No matter what we a
now or have been, we have been soci
first and foremost. Even the most archai
form of human society flowed organi
cally from the way our bodies and minds3
have evolved.

This is where our ‘human natu
stems from. It flows from our needs
social animals that must think, eat, drin
and sleep, our need for companionshi
and community (both human and non
human), our need for autonomy and the
fulfillment of simply being. For ove
99.99% of human history, that has looke
like small and open bands of about 1

If you needed one word to sum up the
nature of nomadic gatherer-hunter life,
it would be that very thing that shaped
our evolution: adaptivity.

Adaptivity means a number of
things, but we'll keep our focus in the
sense of ecological and social adaptivity.
The life of the nomadic gatherer-hunter
is rooted in their
ecological world.
It means reading
the signs and
o movements of the
animals around
you. It means fol-
lowing the
growth of plants
and the lives of
other beings as
they follow that

25 people who live in temporary campg] growth and
throughout a given bioregion with§ death.
loosely defined and larger affiliations ta The health of

each other. Food was hunted, gathered
scavenged, or fished. In some people
could make fire, others would keep
coals, and some had none at all. Cultur,
knowledge was shared and all had equ
access bo what domesticated peoples
fer to as ‘resources’. Meals, hunts, and
social life were collective and while men
and women often did separate things
neither was seen as more valuable tha
the other.

This is the life of the nomadic gat
erer-hunter, It is the way that we have
lived for the bulk of our existence as hu-
mans and then it goes back even further.
This is the world that has shaped ous
minds and bodies as humans.

And this is where we'll start our look
at human societies.

the bioregion at
large is insepa-
rable from the
world around
you. For us, this B8
can be under- §
stood in a purely
material or ratio-
nal sense: you
don’t shit in your
own bed. That
much is true, but
humans are spiri-
tual beings. Our
spirit has been channeled through the
soulless anti-spirit of Science, God, and
an uprooted Reason. But among rooted
peoples, that spirit is everything. That
spirit is what connects an individual to
the community and wildness around
them.
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NOMADISM AND THE SPIRIT OF
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Onge father and son

Eilie

There is no split between the Self
and the Other. There is no way of taking
yourself mentally or physical out of the
bioregion/s where you live. It's as un-
thinkable as it would be unnecessary.
The purpose and place of any individual
is inseparable from their world. So what
vou end up with is a lived spirituality:
one that is about individual connections
and experience, that grows through self-
discovery, that is
celebrated
through being
lived rather than
through highly
elaborate rituals
and ceremonies
{though they of-
ten still occur for
primarily social
reasons), and is
anarchistic in es-
Sence.

That spirit of
anarchy is impor-
tant for a number
of reasons. But I
mainly bring it up
because it is
something we've
! had taken from us
and something
that we tend to
lack an under-
| standing of or ca-
pacity for. Spiritu-
ality for us refers
to something dis-
tant and based on
belief rather than direct experience. It is
dictated to us rather than coming from
within. For us, spirituality equates to re-
ligion which equates to something cre-
ated and spread by (typically) old men
roaming in far away deserts thousands
of years ago. That distance is reflected
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IN ANARC RAPH

BIRTH AND BIRTH CONTROL
“!Kung siblings are likely to be about four years apart in age—an unusually
long birth spacing for a population without birth control. How IKung women
maintain these long intervals between births is a question only now being an-
swered. The 'Kung claim to know of plants that cause miscarriage when prop-
erly prepared and ingested, but there is no evidence that these are effective—
or even that they are used. A taboo against resuming sexual relations is also
said to be in effect for about six months after a child's birth, but most couples
share their blankets again immediately after a birth and do not abide by this
restriction for very long. (Even if they did, it would allow the women to get
pregnant soon after the end of the six months, resulting in a birth spacing of
two years at most.)

Infanticide has also been suggested as an explanation. Bantu law now pro-
hibits this practice, but even in traditional times it probably occurred only
rarely—in cases of congenital deformity, of too short birth spacing, or of twins,
regardless of gender. The length of the birth interval could be a life-or-death
issue: if a woman had another baby too soon, either the baby or her older child—
already the object of great affection—would probably die. Nursing a child re-
quires a large daily intake of calories by the mother. Although the Kung diet is
usually adequate for this, it would be debilitating or even impossible for a
woman to produce enough milk for twe children. (The milk has been analyzed
and found to be nutritionally adequate and almost comparable in composition
to samples taken from Western women.) With no other sources of milk avail-
able, the older child would have to be weaned onto bush foods, which are
rough and difficult to digest. To survive on such foods a child would have to
be older than two years—preferably substantially older. (Today cows’ milk is
available for toddlers, so this problem has largely been eliminated.)

The decision in favor of infanticide was never made lightly or without
anguish, but sometimes there was little choice The woman would probably
give birth alone and bury the infant immediately, preferably before it took its
first breath. (The traditional Kung did not consider a child a true person until
it was brought back to the village; thus early infanticide was not seen as homi-
cide.) Such cases, however, must have been extremely rare; even stillbirths,
only a fraction of which could be concealed infanticide, accounted for only

about one percent of births. Thus, only a few women had to face this choice
personally and directly.

One likely explanation for the long birth intervals is the !Kung pattern of §
prolonged nursing. Although solid foods supplement a child’s diet as early as
six months of age (either premasticated or mashed at this early stage) nursing i

continues on the average of several times an hour throughout the first few
years of a child’s life. The constant stimulation of the nipple has been shown to
suppress the levels of hormones that promote ovulation, thus making concep

Whatever the exact cause, the resulting four-year birth interval is essential
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to the 'Kung way of life. 'Kung women are the major providers of child care
and carry young children almost everywhere they go—an estimated 1500 miles
a year. Women are also the major providers of food and walk between two
and twelve miles two or three times a week to go gathering. When they return
they carry, along with their child, fifteen to thirty-three pounds of wild veg-
etables, although loads of forty pounds and more have been recorded. They
also make frequent trips to villages a few miles away and take longer trips
when the entire group moves camp or visits people living at distances of up to
sixty miles. On these long trips women also carry their few possessions—a
mortar and pestle, cooking utensils, water containers, a digging stick, various
ornaments and pieces of clothing, as well as water—adding another two to
four pounds to their burden.

For women who weigh an average of ninety pounds themselves, main-
taining their subsistence activities would be difficult, if not impossible, were
the birth interval any shorter. A four-year-old is able to keep pace walking
with adults, at least on short trips, or may be willing to stay in the village
while her goes gathering for the day. A younger child would be more depen-
dent; the mother would have to carry her, as well as the new infant, wherever
she went.

Perhaps they tend to experience only a few menstrual periods between
pregnancies, 'Kung women consider menstruation “a thing of no account.”
Although itis occasionally referred to as “having sickness” and although some
associated physical discomfort is acknowledged (for example, cramps, breast
tenderness, headaches, and backaches), menstruation is not thought to affect
women's psychological state. Many 'Kung women do believe, however, that
if a woman sees traces of menstrual blood on another woman's leg or even is
told that another woman has started her period, she will begin menstruating
as well.

'Kung women try to conceal their menstrual blood, but this is not always
possible. Leaves, pieces of leather skins, or, more recently, cloth that can be
washed and saved are the only articles they have to contain their flow. They
are concerned about cleanliness, but water is available only in small quantities
during much of the year, making daily bathing difficult. Some women curtail
their visiting when the flow is heaviest, but others carry on their normal ac-
tivities. One woman explained, “When I want to visit, I go at night. Then, no
one an see if there is blood on my legs.” The end of menstruation is followed
by bathing, even if water is scarce.

Menstruation is given minimal attention by the 'Kung. Women are not set
apart and couples do not cease to lie beside each other at night. Sexual activity
is expected to come to a halt, but since conception is thought to result form the
joining of semen with the last of the menstrual blood, the taboo may give way,
especially during the last day or two, if conception is desired.”

-Marjorie Shostak, Nisa: the Life and Words of a [King Woman. New York:
Vintage, 1983, Pgs. 66-68.
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inour own distance from our spirits and
the place where spirits grow,

That spirituality, that connected-
ness, is something that we need, and, as
we shall see, it is through this that the
domesticators tap into our being and
break us. But it is also the basis of social
life. There are few mysteries to how life
waorks together for those who live within
wildness. A nomadic gatherer-hunter
will grow up learning about the plants,
animals, and everything else that they
directly
con -
sume,
but they
are not
isolated
in that
world
with
only
them -
selves
and their
food.
They are
a part of that greater community and so
they are constantly learning about the in-
terconnections of things.

This contrasts pretty harshly against
our own disconnected reality, For in-
stance, a lot of civilized people despise
insects, snakes, and rodents, We're not
taught to see how all of these things in-
teract. So we swat flies and mosquitoes
away while we spray insecticides on
their and our homes, we step on spiders
and cockroaches, and have rats extermi-
nated. While ignoring the health conse-
quences of all these chemicals tempo-
rarily, we miss out on the obvious. Spi-
ders very rarely bite in any serious way,
but we're afraid of them (even though
we're far more likely to die or have seri-
ous health effects from what we use to
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rid them), but then complain when
flies and mosquitoes are around us mao
when we kill the spiders that would oth
erwise eat them. Or we overlook hoy
similar rats can be to us as they live off
the waste of our own society, And
definitely overlook how most rats, mos
quitoes, stinging bees and the like werd
brought into these places through o
Progress and Growth, not theirs.

But for those rooted in thei
bioregion, it is as impossible to see all o

theseé

! things as
discon
nected
a2 v g
m o r e
than it ig
for us ta
see ho
they al
fit to
gethen
a n o
nee d
eac
other, even as we pull the rat from the
domesticated cats” mouth. That spiritual
connection and rooting is one of the most
important aspects for remaining adap
tive: you can see the immediate and de
layed consequences of any action that
you take.

And this is where nomadism is most
important: if you are rooted in a
bioregion, but not physically stuck in a

particular area, then you are capable of]

moving before any spot has been ov

foraged, over run or over hunted. Ne

madism is about adaptivity. Just as hav
ing a wide ranging diet is important, sg
is having a wide ranging area which you
are familiar with. Life tends to be pre-
dictable, but things always come up. One
year might be dry, another wet, some

6]

plants and animals might be having a
harder year than normal while some
might have small population bursts.
These are the things that a nomadic life
prepares you to deal with and help you
1o understand.

All of this applies equally to social
life. When you move often, it only com-
plicates the situation to have stockpiles.
¥ou own what you can carry, which is
uften nothing that couldn’t be easily rec-
reated by most members of society,
There aren’t options for trying to estab-
lish any individually owned territory.
The only thing that comes close is a sense
ol ‘belonging” that, where it does exist,
usually only applies to honey and some
fruit trees, But even this is nothing like
private property: it refers to a particular
connection to a certain person or family
rather than being a right of exclusion for
others. Everyone has equal access to the
same places and same things.

Food is shared on principle rather
than any exception. That is a foundation
for mutual aid: you share when you have
food, 1 share when I have food, and no
one goes hungry, With no stockpiles,
granaries or stashes, no one has anything
to yield over others, at least nothing that
they're just as capable of getting on their
own. Everyone contributes in their owwn
right.

This is the basis for an egalitarian
society. No one in society is given more
or less merit than others. Children are
given the same respect and standing as
others, though, like the elderly, they are
not expected to make the same kind of
contributions as their parents. Everyone
brings something different to a society.
Children have the freedom to go offwith
others in their age groups and create
their own camps, mimicking the lives of
their parents. This is how people learn
tor survive and how society maintains it-
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their own steps rather than have them
torced.

This is primal anarchy and this is the
world that our minds and bodies have
grown into.

And it can stay this way for a long
period of time. The adaptivity of nomad-
ism ends up being rather ingenious ina
number of ways. Keeping on the move
keeps populations down. You can only
have as many children as you can carry
and with a lack of processed and domes-
ticated food sources, the primary food
source for children up tll the age of four
is breast milk. Being rooted in a particu-
lar region, the parents will not bring a
child into the world if they can not sup-
port them or offer the same world their
parents gave them.

Though this decision can end in in-
fanticide (an act of compassion as op-
posed to the cruelty of bringing a child
into the world unwanted and unloved
because of some distant morality rather
than direct needs), rarely does it get this
far. Producing breast milk slows ovula-
tion. Living a nomadic and active life
both slows the onset of menstruation for
girls and further slows ovulation for
women, There are plants that can be
taken and are taken as preventatives or
to induce an early miscarriage. None of
this carries social taboo because every-
one understands the basic needs of a
child and knows that a child born with-
out these is worse off than a child who
dies at birth.

Clur own morality causes us to see
these things as cruel. But our lack of un-
derstanding comes from our own media-
tion from the world and from the needs
of our own children. Even the moralisti-
cally driven Kropotkin noted the irony:
"if these same Europeans were to tell a
savage that people, extremely amiable,
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fond nf their own chil!drun and S0 Im-
pressionable that they cry when they see
a misfortune simulated on the stage, are
living in Europe within a stone’s throw
from dens in which children die from
sheer want of food, the savage too,
wiould not understand them,™

This is just a sign of how far we've

gone from where we've lived, And it's
one that clouds our ability to see what it
is that we have lost. We look for an eco-
nomic sphere, a religious sphere, a so-

cial and political sphere among these

societies until we can find something and
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CASE FILES IN ANARCHO-ETHNOGRAPHY 3:
SOCIAL VIEWS ON NOMADISM

*...Hadza do not asgert rights to the areas with which they are associated.
one may live, hunt and gather wherever he or she likes without res T—
both within the area with which he or she is mainly associated and anywhere |
else in Hadza country. The camp units in which people live are not fixed enti- |

distribution of people in relation to resources available at any particular time.
What it also does is to allow pecple to segregate themselves easily from those
with whom they are in conflict, without economie
ficing any other vital interesis. Most important of all for the present discussion
is the way that such arrangements are subversive for the development of au-
tharity. Individuals are not bound to fixed areas, to fixed asserts or to fixed
respurces. They are able to move away without difficulty and at a moment’s
notice from constraint which others may seck to impose on them and such
possibility of movement is a powerful mechanism, pesitively valued like other
leveling mechanisms in these soceties.”

—James Woodburn, ‘Egalitarian Societies’: Man, Vol. 17, No. 3 (Sept. 1982). Pgs. ‘
435-436,

isolate Lt we reflect our own wu-rk{ inte
these different surroundings and cong
texts and sure enough it can be as unap
pealing and contrived as our own soci
ety. But this dissection leaves nothing o
the original society, There are no sepa
rate spheres or dirty laundry: things simg
ply are as they are,

You can see this in everyday life
There are no gardens to tend, there is fag
less in the way of ritual and ceremon
to prepare for compared to village dwel
ers. There is no need for schedules, til
or calendars. You can remain adapi’w i

Women and men will w.:kq- up :md Join
Iheeir friends to talk and share gossip. The
nen might spend the moming or the day
gambling over arrows, determining
which folks might be going hunting the
next day. They play games and joke, just
a5 the women do as they hang around
camp or while out gathering, The smaller
children might be with their parents,
though most often the mother until they
are properly weaned. Once they are
weaned they’ll play together on their
wwn with other kids their age, spending

their time playing games based around
cooperation rather than competition and
they'll create their own mock societies
and marriages, even including feuds.
The older children will do much of the
same, though starting to play around
more with the idea of sex, Parents might
discourage this kind of playing, but it's
in word only: they did the same, just as
their parents did. They know their chil-
dren are off somewhere and likely hav-
ing sex, but they'll do nothing about it.
Kids will just be kids.

In the mock societies of the youths,
il voung boys will hunt and young girls
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'H-:I”. H&ther !'hm.lgh I:hg-n;- is no pressure
on youths to provide all their own food,
it's all become a part of their play as it
remaing through the rest of their life.
Men gamble so they aren’t relied on for
hunting every time just as women aren’t
out gathering everyday or expected to
serve their husbands who are as capable
of foraging. There are few o no de-
mands. There are always opportunities
to mix things up a bit. New folks might
stay with your band for months at a time,
and anyone is able to go stay with an-

Batek men mating agtbhun

other band when they want to. Large
kills turn into gorging feasts with people
from far and wide. When you have no
means or need for storage, the only op-
tion is to eat it then and there, which can
make for some large social reunions.
Warfare is unknown, largely be-
cause there is no (guasijpolitical means
for organizing nor any solidified group
identity along which to form sides. Ten-
siong might arise, arguments and fights
|11'L|e,'ht Jmppe'n,, but violence is never as
miech of an issue as when those involved
have always known each other and prob-
ably have some binding connection
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{even if it is relatively distant). Where
there are no strangers, vou lose the ano-
nymity that frees you from the conse-
quences of your actions. So when ten-
sions raise and others can't cool them
down, those invelved can simply gowith
another band or a minor ‘nothing fight’
just gets everything out. But the greatest
soother is the ability to laugh at and with
each other. In such a world, there’s no
reason to take things more seriously than
they need to be taken. I know it's hard
to imagine, but we weren't always the
wound up mess that we've become.

And this is where our bodies and
minds are forged. This is a place whare
there is no authority or institutions, This
is primal anarchy: a way of life that is
lived rather than idealized and con-
structed. It is organic and flowing, and
most importantly, adaptive,

This is what lurks within us.

DOMESTICATION

No one gives up the primal anarchy of
our spirit easily. But clearly something
happened. Somewhere something came
along and changed everything. The so-
cial contract theorists tell s we broke out
of our savagery through a mew collee-
tive consciousness, the social Darwinians
and their followers tell us that we (or at
least some of us) evolved, and some say
we changed out of necessity.

Any way you put it, most tell us that
what happened waz a matter of inevita-
bility, And no matter how many divi-
sions there are about why things hap-
pened, there is no question about what
that “something’ was: domestication.

Domestication can mean a number
of 'I‘hing:i-. In terms of plants, it refers to
intentional breeding for what we con-
sider “desired’ traits until the initial ge-
netic structure of that plant has changed.

SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

F’ﬁr’ "'-él{@ %
by Q‘ﬁf“ﬁ 4

The same applies among domesticat
animals; their wild ancestors we
brought into captivity and selective
bred. The real level of genetic change
questionable, but the urderlying goal
this: what is bred is what
domesticators” desire and that the plan
or animal becomes dependent upon th
domesticator to exist.

Domestication is, at its root, abo
the creation and maintenance of a s
thetic order. It is about control. It reduce
the fullness of the world into categoris
and systems of needs and resources.
turns wild communities into a sum of a
parts rather than a single interconnected
community.

By most definitions, domestication
is about breeding something “for huma
use,” That definition can be rather prob
lematic. Humans too, we tend to forge
are wild animals, Like all other wild be
ings, use-value thinking is something
foreign to our understanding and rela
tionships with the world. A need to
beings into something solely for humar
use is as unthinkable as it would be imy
practical. If the world were turned intg
something for our own use, what would
happen to the rest of that world?

Unfortunately that question is bei
answered.

But this isn’t just "for human use”. |
is for civilized human use, for domest:
cated human use.

In terms of humans, domestication
is the civilizing process. It is about turn.
ing wild humans into something for civis
lized use. It turns individuals into farm
ers, peasants, workers, bosses, police
and soldiers just as it tumns forests ;
wetlands into gardens and gardens inkg
fields surrounding cities and fields inte
deserts,

It is about taming humans for do
mestic life. That is, a life of villages a
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cities. These are places where we are
separated physically and mentally from
the bioregions we've grown in, where
autonomy is gradually lost to the influ-
ence turned authority, where life is dic-
tated rather than based on self discov-
ery, where work is necessary, and where
armies roam, both inside and out.
Anarcho-primitivists, like most so-
cial theorists, have typically focused on
agriculture as that source of change and
the real origin of domestication. But that
doesn't explain why the walls of Jericho
were built by gatherer hunters or how
societies like those along the Salish Coast
(northwestern United States into
Canada) and some Maori of New
Zealand had complex kingdoms com-
plete with slaves while lacking agricul-
ture. Looking at domestication as a so-
cial phenomena as well as referring to
plants does help to explain this while
otfering a glimpse of what would (in

Deing tokd what they thou do

e

society, but never without consequen
It has given us some conveniences wh
we might not have had them, but, agd
not without consequence.
Everything we do has consequey
Some of them are more immediate
more widely impacting than others, E
they are consequences all the same.
no point was there a step into dome
cation that jumped right into cities af
civilization or was there a leap be
the small scale bands of nomadic gathi
hunters into massive scale kingdom
Change comes with time. Only recent
with the ‘helping hand” of the machi
was that change happening in terms
years rather than millennia. And you &
see the bounty of such change as mg
past civilizations have lasted one to
thousand years whereas the Americal
empire has been collapsing after onll
two centuries.

talking about gatherer hunter
with domestication, we're most
ring to settled gatherer hunt-
wocicties, settled around fields

ains or along rivers with sea-
Iy runs which can be caught and
Bt the best place to start is to
st the nomadie gﬂtht"rl:l‘ hunt-
domesti-
W captive

tw
ol societics
ferring to
the sled-
N artic hunt-
and the
hunters
American
{through-
North and
I America)
the subartic.
look first at
sled-drawn
hunters.

e northern
g aned subartic
# huge place.
pﬂ:p!es liv-
there are typi-
Hly considered
| or Inuit re-
, but the di-
gty between

liked our sloppiness and we make good
companions. Eventually humans would
get a hand in their breeding and lead to
the breeds we're familiar with now.

The sled pulling dogs are clearly
somewhat closer to their wild ancestors
than many other dogs we see through-
out the world. But this isn't to give the
impression that
they are more re-
cently or less in-
tensively domes-
ticated. Getting
dogs to pull sleds
is no easy task. It
takes an intensive
form of domesti-
cation that turns
them against each
other and
! (ab)uses their
pack instincts.
They are sepa-
rated at an early
' age, have their

teeth filed, and
are kept hungry
to near starving to
keep them fo-
cused on the hand
that feeds. This is
domestication in
' the truest social
sense.
The dogs of-
fer nothing in and

~ Ache mother and child

Bnely neighbor-
I\ groups can be as varying as groups
i different parts of the world. But one

Domestication, like all change, is
gradual process. The first appearance ol
domestication in any society is going 0

of themselves aside from their labor.
What keeps nomadic societies from ac-

some cases) become the cornerstone of
civilization.

SLED DOGS, TAME HORSES, FISH
RUNS AND WILD GRAINS

Domestication runs counter to the
adaptivity that has helped and shaped
us for millions of years. Sure enough it
has ‘allowed” us to expand the size of pur
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be far less noticeable than any of the
spectacular events that we are sold
through ideas of History. Reality is never
that fantastic or cut and dry. But domes
tication has crept into some gatherer
hunter societies, and through these, wel
can get a clearer picture of how it is im-
pacting.
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fhiing: that is held in common is the wide-
spread presence of sled dogs. Domesti-
wated dogs are a rather common thing.
Yoni'll find them among gatherer hunt-
gis just as you'll find them in horticul-
fural societies of our own. These dogs
plien came into our world through a
slow process of self domestication: they

SHCIES TRAITOR NO. 4

cumulating possessions and surplus is
their inability to carry it. So the dogs do
it. Being able to carry large quantities of
meat, fat and hides leads to a social situ-
ation not too different from the more
egalitarian villages and the dogs make
it possible to remain a nomadic society
rather than a typically settled one. The
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dogs make surplus possible where it oth-
erwise could not be.

And you get the social relationships
that come along with surplus, though not
in the extreme form that you'll find in
sedentary societies. Surplus is really a
form of property: it is a possession that,
while often communally held, must be
put under some kind of control for re-
distribution. That informal control nearly
always finds its way into the hands of
men (those who hunt the meat). So while
the artic gatherer hunters still have rela-
tively egalitarian societies, you get an
increasing emphasis on social compli-
ance and structure. You get minor forms
of dependency.

But the animals don’t always have
to be domesticated. The Caribou Inuit,
for example, seasonally round up herds
of wild Caribou and become mounted
hunters. So while this is only seasonal,
you get a micro-scale version of these
kinds of relationships.

Mounted gatherer hunters, like
those of the plains, are another type al-
together. Those throughout the Ameri-
cas were largely horticulturalists or
roaming gatherer hunters before the
horse was bn:ught over {or returned as
some of these societies will say)} by Eu-
ropeans, The horse changed their means

of subsistence, but it didn't intrinsically
change the ways of a once sedentary so-
ciety. Even more so, it became possible
to focus more on raiding and warring
with surrounding and even distant soci-
eties. So rather than being a return to
gatherer hunter societies, thc}r became
(to some degree) extensions of settled
life. That's not to say that nomadism
didn’t revive older, more egalitarian,
ways, but it's not to say that it was a com-
plete throw back either.

The increased reliance on warfare
and raiding tended to emphasize the
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lages, Place becomes increasingly
¢ permanent and sedentism creeps

warrior spirit that carries the seed of g
triarchy. With warrior societies, vou g
an increased interest in secret societd
and men’s houses at the cost of the mol
value free egalitarian societies. You g
an increased emphasis on violence
childhood and its ritualization into s
cial life. We’ll see this developed mal
among when we're talking aba
horticulturalists. But needless to sa
surplus produces a kind of property th
humans had never known before a
this is the birth of political life.

You see this even more where gatl
erer hunter societies have settled aro
huge, seasonal runs of fish which can b
caught, dried and stored. Or where the
are huge fields of storable wild grain
The latter is what laid roots for our na
global civilization. Gatherer hunte
settled aside the floodplains @
Mesopotamia where seasonal floodi
kept the soil rich and gave rise to field
of wild grains. Though technically na
domesticating plants or animals Hl late
they turned into harvesters of thes
fields, or farmers without farming. Thel
social life was really no different thal
farmers. And it should come as no suf
prise that this was the first society to be
gin building huge defensive wall
around its city.

There's little way of telling wh
these societies chose to settle. There's al
ways theory, but considering when thi
happened, we'll never know.

But we do know the consequences]

it starts out on a minor scale: th
come seasonally to the flood plains of
runs to gather and fish respectively. Th
eat a lot and take some with them as they
move, Not much changes at this poing
especially without domesticated animals
to carry their surplus for them. Slowl
seasonal stops turm into seasonal camps
and seasonal camps turn into seasona

oy

tion grows and that individual flexibil-
ity starts to hinder the new social life that
is emerging. And the informal butinflu-
ential roles of surplus ‘manager” that we
see among the mounted and dog-sled
hunters burns into an increasingly impor-

The problem with sedentism is that
Il joes against our adaptivity. People
b attached to a place rather than a
gion. They accumulate more pos-

: start to get anIncreas-

CASE FILES IN ANARCHO-ETHNOGRAPHY 5:
COMPETITION VS. ENTERTAINMENT

tant position as huge granaries and store

he saw was something very different than what he expected:
“The race started casually and equally casually as we loped back towards
| village.Therewerenboutaigtunfm.msmmbe,uweKmhnmdm
thropologist. I forced myself to concentrate on where I planted my feet so as
effect the maximum economy of effort and to take my mind off the contest.
he Kraho raced ahead as if they had every intention of disappearing from
{ew. I shall not dwell on the discomforts of the next quarter of an hour. I passed

: Kraho walking. He grinned at me, probably amused by my set face. Now
were running through slushy, porous savannah before entering the narrow
il which led into the village. There was a finely-built Sherente running easily
“Kraho can’t run,” he said cheerily. :
It dawned on me that we had left the others behind. We entered the village
mmmwaﬂmﬂﬂt

“Talk, talk, talk,’ they jeered. ‘That's all the Kraho are good for. They donot
ork. They do not plant gardens. All they do is run log races where they come
from and yet when they come here they don’t know how to run.’
I lay in my hammock concealing my exhaustion and wondering why the
Kraho had put up such a poor showing. It was not till alter that I remembered
the grinning face of the man | had passed. Of course! They had no competitive
spirit. They got bored with the race and simply dropped out. They would not
have understood the curious motives which had impelled me to run againstall
my inclinations, let alone outrun them. The Sherente on the other hand had
learned the ways of the outside world. They no longer ran for pleasure but only
to prove something.”

-David Maybury-Lewis, The Savage and the Innocent: second edition. Boston: Bea-
con Press, 1988. Pg. 87.
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4




houses emerge.

Informal power, with the help of
arising religious institutions and sha-
man-priests, turns to formal power, com-
plete with its institutions, hierarchy, and
force. Storage gave birth to coercive
power, ultimately in the form of the State
and civilization.

The increasing reliance upon the
stored foods shaped a kind of political
society unseen among any other gatherer
hunters and even most horticulturalists.
You get complex chiefdoms and king-
doms. Though the village life of fishers
typically has higher populations, those
surrounding wild grains would build
cities. When domestication did happen,
it was less of an event than it was a need
to feed a growing population. When you
eliminate nomadism, you eliminate
natural checks on population and the
ability to see the effects of your way of
living. Thus begins the perpetual cycle
of growth and expansion that leads to
warfare, raiding, colonization, imperial-
ism, genocide, and omnicide.

This is the birth of civilization.

FROM GARDENS TO FIELDS

Looking at settled gatherers around
fields of wild grains and runs of fish is
taking a bit of a leap. This obviously has
happened and is the heritage of our own
civilization, but is a relatively rare occur-
rence.

The origins of domestication
through many parts of the world looked
far different. As I said earlier, there was
nothing ‘natural’ about the origin of do-
mestication and certainly nothing evo-
lutionary about it. It's something that
happened. Sedentism, by its nature,
makes it possible for population to grow
and relatively quickly. But it didn’t just
expand unchecked everywhere. Far
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more societies have lived
horticulturalists and in a relatively sta
manner for thousands of years.

Horticultural society is really a g
dener society as opposed to field far
ers. Like a garden, it is smaller scale a
heavily diversified. You hear about
tive American and Asian gardeners hi
ing hundreds of variations of a cou
species of plant or grain: that’s gardé
ing. Plants are domesticated over a loi
period, starting with the selection
larger or tastier parent plants from fl
wild and then selectively breeding the
for desired quality. This can be ris
business, so it’s best to diversify. So y«
get hundreds of domesticated specid
and thousands of (typically regiong
variations. This is a human controll¢
attempt at adaptivity: we can never rej
licate evolution, but we have certainl
tried. And this diversity is an unde
standing that our efforts will likely fa
at least at some point.

There are a couple types of horticu
tural societies, but the two polar ends ar
those who focus on plants and anima
higher in protein and those that ar
lower. And you'll get a mix of the twg
But this matters because those who g¢
less protein from their gardens and dg¢
mesticated animals are going to sta
more rooted in a semi-nomadic gathere
hunter life way, whereas those wi
higher protein will turn more towards,
huge growth in village life and are mon
prone towards an eventual growth int
cities if they don’t collapse first. '

Those who are still rooted in thei
gatherer hunter life ways are those wh
were spread throughout the Americas
and parts of Eurasia. There are mozreé
sprinkled throughout the world, but cer-
tain regions having plants and animals
that are more easily domesticated ang
that effects how a society develops. For
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e of the two t
Wltiral societies like those through-
e south Pacific Islands (New
o, IHlawai’i, Trobriand Islands, etc)
B parts of Africa where tubers
et potatoes, taro, tapioca, and the
e 0 major part of the diet and you'll
Jnd domesticated animals like pigs
iy o huge
. And for
blles which
i On pro-
L Or even e
Blitritious, . & 7
. highly 4
HUndant
 like corn,
_ have some
Bed in the
Mericas
e blo,
Wiokee, Az- |
BN, etc) and |
N plenty in
Milca and
Ntoughout -
lbln  where
Wmesticated
Whlmals like goats and cattle play an
portant role.
T'here are also pastoral societies who
semi-nomads who focus almost ex-

lusively on their domesticated animals
ke cattle and goats. These societies are
L st often out growths of horticultural
~ wnd agricultural societies as they make

u llving through trade of animal by-prod-

. \cls for crops. They also tend to act as

ltader-merchants as they travel vast ar-
vy while grazing their animals and com-
iy into contact with a number of other
nocieties. Some of these societies (espe-
vlally in central to southern Africa, like
the Nuer and the Pokot) practice horti-
culture themselves as well, leaving them
will highly developed village and politi-
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tion on their seasonal grazing (this kind

of nomadism is called transhumance).
We'll turn our attention first to the

semi-nomadic horticulturalists.

THE SOCIAL LIFE OF GARDENERS

Life among
these horticul-
tural societies
&2 can in many
~ waysresemble
that of no-
madic gatherer
g¢ hunters.
@ Things are
relatively easy
going. There
are no sched-
ules and few
demands aside
from those as-
* sociated with
' clearing and
" working gar-
dens. But even
this is hard to
consider work. Though gardens are in-
tensive and often invasive, they tend to
mock the layers of growth of the forest.
They’re a far shot from the clean and
cleared gardens we’re used to. Most of-
ten, an outsider barely even recognizes
that he’s standing in the center of one.
This type of horticulture is called
swidden gardening or slash-and-burn
agriculture. Patches of the forest are
burned and cut to make way for gardens.
Some societies prefer old growth, while
some will return to gardens left fallow
for at least 25 years. The gardens merge
with the forest as they are slowly moved
in one direction every two years or so,
keeping a good cycle of fallow to gar-
den land. Gardens are kept in an area
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LEVELING SQCIETY THROUGH LAUGHTER

This comes from Richard B. Lee talking about his experience with the Dobe 'K
during his first round of field work. Towards the end of his research he decided
to give something back to the community as an act of appreciation for their
cooperation over the year. He bought the biggest ox from nearby pastoralists for
a Christmas feast. Though the ox surely provided more than a large amount of
meat, the 'Kung responded with statements like this: “Do you expect us to eat
that bag of bones?” “Everybody knows there’s no meat on that old ox. What did
you expect us to eat off it, the horns?” Despite the heckling, the ox was kille
and a feast followed, but Lee didn’t quite understand what the fuss was about
He later sought out one of the !Kung that was harshest to him, /gaugo:

“Why did you tell me the black ox was worthless, when you could see that it
was loaded with fat and meat?”

“Itis our way,” he said, smiling. “We always like to fool people about that.
Say there is a Bushman who has been hunting. He must not come home and
announce like a braggart, ‘I have killed a big one in the bush!’ He must first sit
down in silence until I or someone else comes up to his fire and asks, ‘What did
you see today?’ He replies quietly, ‘Ah I'm no good for hunting. I saw nothing at
all [pause] just a tiny one.’ Then I smile to myself,” /gaugo continued, “because
I know he has killed something big.

“In the morning we make up a party of four or five people to cut up a
carry the meat back to the camp. When we arrive at the kill we examine it and
cry out, “You mean to say you have dragged us all the way out here in order to
make us cart home your pile of bones? Oh, if I had known it was this thin [

wouldn't have come.” Another one pipes up, ‘People, to think I gave up a nice

day in the shade for this. At home we may be hungry, but at least we have nice
cool water to drink.” If the homs are big, someone says, ‘Did you think that
somehow you were going to boil down the horns for soup?’

“To all this you must respond in kind. ‘I agree,’ you say, ‘this one is not
worth the effort; let's just cook the liver for strength and leave the rest for the
hyenas. It is not too late to hunt today and even a duiker or a steenbok would be
better than this mess.”

o

“Arrogance,” was his cryplic answer.

“Arrogance?”

“Yes, when a man kills much meat he comes to think of himself as a
chief or big man, and he thinks the rest of us as his servants or inferiors. We can’t
accept this. We refuse one who boasts, for someday his pride will make him kill

somebody. So we always speak of his meat as worthless. This way we cool his
heart and make him gentle.”

-Richard B. Lee, “A Maturalist at Large’ in Natural History, December 1969.
SPECIES TRAITOR MO, 4
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only so long as the soil is as healthy as it
was in the beginning, then they move on.

The gardens are usually within a
couple hours walk of the village, though

ol sometimes wind up a bit further. But the

closer is the more ideal situation. Villages
typically last about 25 years. When there
is no room close left to garden, then the
whaole village will move closer to an area
where gardens are needed. But more of-
ten than not, fallow gardens and village
sites will be used again later in time.
Village types can vary from infor-
mal and campy to semi-permanent and
large structures. The Yanomami live in
a shabono: alarge, primarily open roofed
oval structure which the whole band oc-
cupies. The Tapirape, like some of the
societies in the northeastern United
States lived in multi-family long houses
in an oval shape with the men's house
in the center. The Jivaro have open

8 walled structures in an oval surround-

ing the men’s house. You'll have a large
variation in structures, but the overall
pattern is the same: an oval shape with
the men's house in the center (we'll get

i back to the significance of this in the next

section).

Whatever types of structures any
given society has, the daily life is typi-
cally the same: families tend to sleep
around their own fire pit (though some-
times men, adolescent boys and, occa-
sionally, menstruating women will share
their own dwelling instead of with their
family) within the larger structure. In all
the South American societies mentoned
here, everyone sleeps in hammocks
which are strung up in the structures.
Throughout the day, you'll often find
them there relaxing, joking, telling sto-
ries and spreading gossip, perhaps
weaving cordage, baskets or nets, or
fashioning some other type of hunting
tool. Like the care free nomadic gatherer
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hunters, they laugh, sing, sleep, eat, and
are overall just very laid back and re-
laxed,

The talking and visiting will often
go on late into the night while others
sleep through the noise awaking long
enough to bring the fire back to life and
maybe eat at some leftovers from the
days’ food. They'll wake up early, bathe
and meet back up. Men might clear a
garden or go hunting while women
might work in the garden or process
foods at home, Most of this is all done
by early afternoon when the lounging
starts back up again.

Over time, the settled life tends to
have a build up in tension or just gets
overrun by heaps of scraps from food or
whatever projects individuals have been
working on. The response is to trek: to
go out and live in the forest for a couple
months as gatherer hunters again
(though typically with a fair share of
manioc flour). The change is always wel-
comed and leaves behind the tensions of
village life.

But this is extremely important eco-
logically speaking as well. While the
people are trekking, the forest re-enters
the village. New life spreads in the de-
cay of the left over waste. The social and
ecological build up of village life is
cleared and ready for things to start over
again. The trek ties them back to that
greater ecological awareness of a rooted
society, reaffirming what is always kept
in mind through hunting, gathering and
general roaming,

There is a general coolness to these
societies and they are still tied to that
primal anarchy. But things are different.
And in these subtleties we can see the
consequences of domestication most
clearly.
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WARS AND WITCHES However, maintaining that relatiy
egalitarianism does have its costs in be

The semi-sedentary societies that we've social and political terms.
been looking at are no doubt anarchistic There are certain social customs ¢
in both their lack of politics and in their societies develop to keep inequality fro
relative egalitarianism. But | want to emerging. The personal belongings ¢
emphasize that this is relative to the kind  the dead are either buried with them g
of egalitarianism of the nomadic gath- burned after their death as a limit to t
erer hunters that we looked at earlier.  amount of ‘wealth.’ Most positions thé
All settled societies challenge carry-  are particularly influential are kept ten

CASE FILES IN ﬁNARCHD-E'I'HNDGRﬁPHY ?
WHAT MAKES INDIANS LAUGH

“[The Yanomami] do have a sense of humor and are quite prone to jokes, To
start with, they avoid telling the truth on principle (even among themselves).
They are incredible liars. As a result, a long process of verification and inspec-
tion is required to validate a piece of information. When we were in the Parima
we crossed a road. When asked about its destination, the young man who was
guiding us said he didn’t know (he traveled this path maybe fifty times).

“Why are you lying?” }

“I don’t know."” '

When I asked the name of a bird one day, they gave me the term that
signifies penis, another time, tapir. The young men are particularly droll:

“Come with us into the garden. We'll sodomize you!”

During our visit with the Patanawateri, Hebewe calls over a boy around
twelve years old:

“If you let yourself be sodomized, I'll give you my rifle.”

Everyone bursts into laughter. It is a very good joke. Young men are mer-
ciless with visitors their age. They are dragged into the gardens under some
pretext and there, held down while the others uncap their penis, the supreme
humiliation. A running joke: You're slumbering innocently in your hammock
when an explosion plunges you into a nauseating cloud. An Indian has just
farted two or three centimeters from your face...

. Life in the chabunos [village, often spelled shabono] is generally monoto-

nous. As everywhere else, ruptures in the customary order——wars, festivals,
brawls, etc.—do not occur every day. The most evident activity is the prepara-
tion of food and the processes by which it is obtained (bows, arrows, ropes,
cotton). Let us not think for a minute that the Indians are undernourished.
Between basic farming, hunting (game is relatively abundant), fishing and
harvesting, the Yanomami get along very well. An affluent society, then, from
a certain perspective, in that all people’s needs are met, even more than met,
since there is surplus production, consumed during celebrations. But the or-
der of needs are ascetically determined (in this sense, the missionaries create
an artificial need for unnecessary clothing among certain tribes). Furthermore,
fertility, infanticide and natural selection assure tribes of a demographic opti-
mum, we might say, as much in quantity as in quality. The bulk of infant
morality occurs in the first two years: the most resistant survive. Hence, the
flourishing, vigorous appearance of almost everyone, men and women, young
and old. All of these bodies are worthy of going naked.

It is uniformly said in South America that Indians are lazy. Indeed, they
are not Christians and do not deem it necessary to earn their bread by the
sweat of their brow. And since, in general, they are most concerned with tak-
ing other people’s b read (only then do their brows sweat), we see that for
them joy and work fall outside of one another. That said, we should note that
among the Yanomami, all the needs o society are covered by an average of
three hours of work per pe et day (for adults). Lizot calculated this with
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Shavante Big Men making simultaneous speeches.

ing capacity to some degree. Those who  porary and often as short lived as pos
domesticate plants or animals are going  sible. But maintaining that small scalé
to increase that more. How a society society without strangers is likely thé
deals with this determines how sustain- maost important aspect and that takes
able it is. Horticultural societies rarely some more evasive effort,

expand on such a scale that they face The settled life with increased access
collapse the way that civilized societies to storable food or foods that can be used
do. That they remain small scale and that to wean children earlier and places
gathering and hunting still play a large where mothers can easily raise multiplé
partin their society and are ways to keep  children without much concern for birt
that higher level of autonomy. spacing leads inevitably to populatio
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must compensate individuals; an ac-
cused sorcerer will be killed in a raid
where others might be killed as well.
Mearly all deaths are retaliated, so the
gycle continues.

This whole mess serves a number of
functions; most notably it serves as a
check on population. Warfare results in
death which results in fewer people. But
in social terms, an increased interest in
warfare alsomeans an increased need for
warriors. And for the first time, you start
to a preference for having boys in-
stead of girls and for that group of boys
1o become fighters. With that preference

gmwl]'l. MNearly all horticultural societ- band membership among nomad,
wshavethlmzmnditiw,butmosthnve erer-hunters, grEup idesntity he:;:i;‘l:
a very minimal level of population emerge. As society breaks away fro
growth. What that translates to socially wildness through what it eats, it devel
is an ywreased number of taboos sur- ops that same distance between itself a
rounding sex, large increases in infanti- the ‘Other”. It's easy for outsiders to be
cide, and, most importantly, warfare.  come enemies, especially when things
Warfare and violence are not the startto get tougher in your own life. Bu
same thing. All humans are prone to vio- warfare is a bit more complicated: it
lence, t?lnughﬂmwndiﬁom,hkewerh doesn’t just happen and there are spe
cruwdlu'l,g for example, bring out the cific reasons. Among horticulturalists
worstin us. That doesn’t make usevilor warfare is almost always retaliatio :
bullies; it just is what it is. What sepa- against other bands or tribes for a wron
rates warfare from violence is that it is ful death or serious illness, most often at
one group attacking another and it is the hands of a sorcerer.
planned. When a fight breaks out, it's MNow you have sorcerers and yo
usually spontaneous. Most peoplemight have witches. A sorcerer is like a witc
approach each other angry, but there’s butattacks another village. A witch is in
usually not a whole lot of forethought in - a village and often is not even conscious
the whole ordeal. Either way, it’s typi- of the witching substance within them.
cally mc!.u-'iduals who've got no other Both of them cast spells upon others that
way or interest in avoiding a circum-  they have serious problems with. Either
stance that involves the two of them di- position can be held by anyone regard-
rectly. You see this more among gath- less of gender.
erer hunters who only take matters into Regardless of what people think of
their own hands. : these ideas, you can’t say that this is just
_ Warlm:e is made possible by the set- pointless superstition. Certainly the
t]mgufmehes.?s relationships solidify people truly believe it, but what reason
around the semi permanent structures do they have for not believing it? The

ﬂ'le‘_'f" live within. Unlike the unrestricted z : -
SPECIES TR, R 4 accused witch can either be killed '_:;zr

ihere is a higher rate of female infanti-
cide leading ultimately to fewer Women.
Fewer women means fewer children.

This is a check how a society will
check itself from growing. In doing so,
it isn't as much of a threat to the carry-
ing capacity of its home and ultimately
to itself.

There is a lot more meaning to hav-
ing witches as well. Ecologically speak-
ing, the witchisa reason for staying sani-
tary: you can have a spell cast upon your
something that was a part of you: like
feces or hair. People go off into the for-
st to “do their business’ and bury it. As
villages can last up to 25 years, you
would end up with enormous heaps of
waste and a rather unpleasant situation
in terms of comfort and health. A witch
15 a solidified mixture of all the negative
feelings. anger, frustration, jealousy, and
irritation between people. The witch is
unrestrained and anti-social. It is every-
thing that the villager shouldn't be. Yet
what the witch represents is something

that everyone has felt at some point. Set-
tling down makes us semi-permanent
neighbors and throws out our ability to
just leave our arguments behind and go
comewhere else. Tension runs high. The
threat of witch accusations is one way to
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to be accused of witchcraft.
This is proto-morality in a place
where the group becomes more of a solid
entity than a band being comprised of
whoever is around at the time. There is
an increasing need for some kind of so-
cial institution where people turn to
rather than to take care of their own
matters. Socially speaking there emerges
the idea that “thou shall not kill"” unless
it iz under socially acceptable circum-
stances: warfare, duels, or executions
which are based on group decisions.
But there is an underlying point
here: social tensions run high when a
society is under stress for whatever rea-
son: too many people, not enough food,
water, or not enough places for hunting
and gardening. Stress here translates to
ecological stress of some sort. A witch is
an indicator for something larger that is
going on and warfare is the reaction. This
type of retribution-raiding-warfare cycle
applies to indigenous societies through-
out the Americas and largely where
smaller scale horticulturalists exist, but
in places like the South Pacific Islands
where pigs or other domesticated ani-
mals play an important role, you get this
kind of warfare and a far more ritual-
ized form surrounding the growth of a
plant or arguments over village bound-
aries. Crowding is a bigger issue and so
is the question of land availability: war-
fare ends up taking the shape of larger
raids with a much higher death toll (wip-
ing out all the men or an entire society is
rare, but is not unheard of) or can be
taken to a battlefield.

THE ORIGINS OF POLITICS AND
ROOTS OF PATRIARCHY

Where morality begins to emerge, so
33



CASE FILES OF ANARCHO-ETHNOGRAPHY 8: 1 el Torce, that ne was propelled forward. "Well, well, it may even dn;a Ee
ol MYTH ; ! ive another . but it won't make me defecate,” 50 he e:oclaulned fiantly.

P e b i "lx'lhe next l:imepll':zhbmke wind, the hind part of his body was r.:med up by the

force of the explosion and he landed on his knees and hands. "Well, go ahead

A

i

Among more egalitarian societies, there is typically less of a drive to inte

; ; i in!" Th ain, he broke wind. This
nndha.ndac_e:rtainviewaflhewwldiomeynums.ﬂieirm-mrealityissm lﬂl'l.d'dﬂlt agal.n! Go ahead and do it again en, ag

through their own experience and the words of those around them, but

ing is handed over quite so easily. They don’t need morality to tell them what

i i i i landed on the|
time the force of the expulsion sent him far up in the air and he
ground, on his stomach. The next ime he broke wind, he had to hang on to a

- i 1 i _However, he raised himself up and, after a while,
ok a:l?uwbmdm > 2oonE AP RGIRY I todicip asaps o Kn e IR o l:ngh&:a;nhﬁ.:gm the log on top of him. He was almost killed by the fali.
ut no morality. A . that stood near by. It
i i i he broke wind, he had to hold on to a tree :
_The functions of myth are simple: to give a way for people to entertair E;:E;;:fmﬂ he held on with all his might yet, nevertheless, even then, his
anti-social ideas, to pass on personal understandings of the world around them, feet flopped up in the air. Again, and for the second time; he held on to it when
and to entertain. The following myth isa classic trickster tale from the Winnebagdllll | ¢ broke wind and yet he pulled the tree up by the roots. To protect himself, fhe
-:vhur:h dues a.'ll of rhn above. It shows the cost of arrogance, reminds us tha next time, he went on until he came to a large tree, a large oak tree. Around this
alI:rr:;lt.l."tt:s a-:.ldf agumlls_u speak to us if we listen, is rooted in a particular place, he put buth his arms. Yet, when he broke wind, he was swung up and his toes
- most of all, it's funny. i ¢
i% i i 5 . However, he held on.
Also, this is transcribed and translated as it is told. Note the diffe | |sorkasi a o

] here le were living. When he got there,
between the way a story is told orally versus the way it is told in a predomi 3 ﬂﬁﬁfjﬂm it 1g]mwmke o K Sown, for a big warparty is
mml_.',.r .]ilm'ah: and recurdn:d story. When you can’t rewind or turn back a page, jn a.nd].r:;l will surely be killed! Come let us get away!’ He scared them
repetition does the job. '-:_ﬁ i :r:::ch hat they quickly took down their lodge, piled it on Trickster, and
o (T : \hen got on him themselves. They likewise placed all the little dogs they had on

As [Trickster] went wandering around aimlessly he suddenly heard someone Efﬂ.l- ickster, Just then he began to break wind again and the force of the
sp_calcung. He listened very carefully and it seemed to say, ‘He who chews me] R ip:cqcatte}ed the things on top of him in all directions. They fell far apart
W’Udf-‘fﬁﬂa'f:; he will defecate!’ That was what it was saying, ‘Well, why is this ?npujs LA Separated, the people were standing about and shouting to
person talking in this manner?” said Trickster. So he walked in the direction mmazmorrl'm- ﬂnd.ﬂ'uz dogs, ;catremd here and there, howled at one another.
from which llfu: had heard the speaking and again he heard, quite near him FFl':Ere smod"l‘rickslser laugl;ing at all them till he ached.
someone saying: ‘He who chews me, he will defecate; he will defecate!” This is g Now he proceeded onward. He seemed to have gotten over his troubles.
what was said. ‘Well, why does this person talk in such fashion?’ said Trickster, : Bﬂ:‘, I:m.ﬁ:l did alot of talking,’ he said to himself, ‘yet it could not make me
Then he walked to the other side. So he continued walking along. Then righta Well, this

! ; | ' he began to have the desire to defecate, just a
his very mde,ra voice seemed to say, ‘He who chews me, he will defecate; he dﬁﬂ;&%ﬁie?:jmﬁ is }::Eat it meant. I certainly bragged a good
}ﬂl] dal‘egate‘. ‘_"v‘-’e].l, I wonder who it is who is speaking. [ know very well that ;ﬂ!‘; howw or” As he spoke he defecated again. ‘Well, whata braggart it was!
if 1 chew it, I will not defecate.” But he kept looking around for the speaker and 1E‘appmgﬂ this is wh lf%a.lrd this.” As he spoke these last words, he began to
ﬁnﬂll?’ discovered much to his astonishment, that it was a bulb on a bush, The dm‘;e s mﬂ“ dm{ After a while, a8 he was Bi.l‘l‘i-ﬂg down, his bﬂd}" would
bulb it was that was speaking, So he seized it, put it in his mouth, chewed it, . f-.aﬂ-m eﬁmment -'l'hereupmlw got on top of a log and sat down there but,
and }hm swallowed it. He did just this and then went on. m“':i R T mhrd the excrement. Finally, he climbed up a log that was

Well, where is the bulb gone that talked so much? Why, indeed, should I 13"'-’9- 7 a: e g L R still touched the excrement, 5o he|
defecate? When 1 feel like defecating, then I shall defecate, no sooner. How g e her. Even then, however, he touched it 5o he climbed stll higher
could such an object make me defecate!’ Thus spoke Trickster. Even as he spoke, IIH;-II;H e i-.i A hi; d to go. Nor was he able to stop defecating. Mow he
hnwever,l'febegan to break wind. ‘Well this, I suppose, is what it meant. Yet up. Fhig i thegtret‘ It was small and quite uncomfortable. Moreover, the
the bulb said I would defecate, and I am merely expelling gas. In any case I am Was on ::fbe Sl ::mrne iy

a great man even if L do expel a little gas!” Thus he spoke. As he was talking he EIﬂ'lETE'n it E::E limb on which he was sitting he began to defecate. So he tried

again broke wind. This time it was really quite strong. ‘Well, whata foolishone] 1| |, different position. Since the limb, however, was very slippery he fell right

l . TI“S is why I am called Foolish One, Trickster.” Now he began to break 3_ S E..E. EKEIMt Down he fell, down into the dung. In fact he disap-

wind again and again. ‘So this is why the bulb spoke as it did, I suppose." Once o redt jn it, and it was only with very great difficulty that he was able to get

!noreh_ebmhew:nd. This tirme it was very loud and his rectum began to smart. pe ¢ ,t_nH‘_ g -skin blanket was covered with filth, and he came out
Well, it surely is a great thing!’ Then he broke wind again, this time with so out of it. His raccoon

dragaing it after him. The pack he was carrying on his back was covered with
— - T
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does politics. As ize i

from the 25 or so f{rglil;::;ifﬂrdmt:
the 100-150 or so of a village, it gets
harder for every decizion to be based nn
consensus. That is unless you have some
kind of manipulation. Here you get Bi
Men {thls is the common name as tl'lﬁ
position is almost always held by a man,

SPECIES TRAITOR NO, 4

though it can be held by a women in

some societies), who are powerless when
it comes to coercion, but they are upheld
for t.'nlear ability to influence people. The
position is by no means permanent, and
Ihm:ecan be more than one Big Man in a
society.

Maost small scale horticultural soci-

6]

¥ :

ies tend to be matrilineal. That means
t group membership and property
ns through the women's side of the
ily, not the men’s. Gardens belong
a2 woman and are cleared by the men
s her family and her husband. Yet what
mes out of the garden often belongs
5 the man. There are no workers here
d all are roughly in the same social

- sition. But a Big Man will often take
nultiple wives and thus have more gar-

ens and a larger network of kin groups.
aving access to more gardens, they

nd to have a larger stockpile of food

hich they might offer to those in need

+r hold large feasts with. The favors are

xchanged as goods and are traded for
upport and social standing. The Big
ecarns trust through giving and re-

gpect through their ability to speak and
mediate arguments. They never posses
coercive power, but influence can be
powerful. Yet the autonomy of the indi-
viduals and of society as a whole can be
seen in the relative pﬂh’ﬂle&aﬂ'lesﬁofthe
position: a Big Man lasts only so long as
his input seems worth listening to and
rarely is there a need to immediately fill
the position if it's empty.

Though powerless, the position is

<till in the political realm: it is about in-

fluencing personal decisions into the

flow nl"gmupmﬂ&f:tﬁustuwards the will
of an individual or small group. Like I

said earlier, that individual is almost al-

wiays a marn. Take this, the higher value

placed on warriors, and an emerging re-
ligious order that is preached more than
rooted in self exploration and experience
which is also passed down by men, and
what starts to emerge is the roots of pa-
triarchy.

No doubt about it, the men in horti-
cultural societies have the upper hand.
Or at least, they like to think 0. But that
thought translates to practice. Village
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structures

the idea that men have some hold over
women and society. Most villages have
a separate men's house (though not nec-
essarily where all the men live) in the
center of the village. The men’s house is
the center for men's secret societies and
a place for where boys become initiated
into man-hood and are passed on the
religious and quasi-political hold of the
elder males. The house tends to be
walled so that women can't see what is
going on inside of it (or at least in theory
they shouldn’t be able to) but the men
can see what is going on outside and in
the other structures.

The position that the men grant
themselves is rooted religiously as their
creation myths emphasize how men
came to power (even occasionally with
stories about how it had tobe stolen from
the women). And that is something they
often protect through threats of violence
and gang rape upon prying or socially
deviating women.

By all means, this looks like patriar-
chy. But in practice, things are a it dif-
ferent. You have the basic elements of
patriarchy on the men’s side, but the dif-
ference lies with the women: they refuse
to fall victim to the self-granted power
of the males. They know their role in
saciety and they know that they too have
their grasp over the actions of men. Un-
like most patriarchal societies, the
women are not isolated in their own
homes or gardens, but themselves hold
strong alliances between each other.
They stick together and are not afraid to
take the offense against their husbands
or other men.

The men have no monopoly on vio-
lence. Though they might wield it more
often and gang rape can't always be de-
fended against, the mystical rooting of
their ‘power’ is no real mystery to the
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women. That's not to say that they don't The women in matrifocal societies have

have interest or don’t believe in or Pass known each other all their lives and it s

on their cultural knowledge (in fact; itis the men that have to earn their respech

largely the mother that encourages ag- All connections are through the women
gression among boys), they just aren’t and these are the mJntinn!ihlp.:i- that tie
starry eyed over or frightened by their men together. So if a husband d:_‘u:
husbands ritualized displays of power. wrong to his wife, it is her F.;{milq,r that
This is clearly where [‘-‘.‘!tridl‘(-‘h}' is has bo answer to. g
rooted, but its true origins lie with the But when society grows, so does the
pacification and isolation of individual need for a larger structure. JThq_\ cn;-ll-rn
women. The strength of women as a of that structure has been almost excluie
whole lies in their deep seeded conmnec- sively in the hands of men, Eg:{litarian—-

jaeth g
Hadza women roasting roots

tions to each other. | mentioned earlier ism is lost to the bureaucrats and their
that most small scale horticultural soci- hierarchies. The mutual aid that once
!:"h("S.{LIL' matrilineal, but most are also held society together becomes mutual
matrifocal. That means that not only are dependency that eliminates diffvrcm:‘u
group identity and property passed And this is the world of tl'IEIf!rmL'rq .
through women, but that men come into i 3
the women's sochety, not the other way THE SOCIAL LIFE OF FARMERS
around (Nearly all nomadic gatherer ‘
hun.t:*rs are ambilineal, who, like us, rec- Anarchisis since Kropotkin have held a
ognize paternal lincages on both their deep urge for what they see as a life :{
mather and their fathers side and have simplicity yet still holding the -'hlen -F';-'
no set preference of moving with the of civilization, Kropotkin, the Ru:qil =
I'!us'-baml or wives band, since they'll Prince, yearned for .*:omvtrh:n an.1. Im:
likely spend time with both and others). and more humane than his aﬁshtucr}:; tI;i::
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CASE FILES IN ANARCHO-ETHNOGRAPHY 9:
SEX AND (HOMO)SEXUALITY

have no interest in proving that there is some innate sexual

Il humans, but how societies view sexuality can be relative to their means of
bsistence. Recently Ted Kaczynski has made an effort to show that nomadic

atherer hunters look down upon homosexual relationships and thus homo-
wuals, 1 found his references questionable or falsely used and the implica-

tions even more irritating,

Marriage is universal in human society. What differs is its importance. It is
common knowledge that most people at some point will cheat on their spouses.
For ﬂmmmtpa:t,ﬂﬁsishmwnandamptedsolongnsltiauutut'sight.[tis
not uncommeon for being caught to end in divorce or fights. Most divorces, like
marriages, are hardly fantastic ceremonies. Many really have no noticeable sort
of commencement and begin and end when the two involved say it does.

Homosexuality is a bit more complicated. In smaller scale societies, you
aren’t as likely to come across a person who solely identifies as a homosexual.

ppen and almost universally that person is accepted as all others,
though they’ll likely take the gender roles attributed to the opposite sex and
carry on all the same. But most homosexual relations are things that just hap-
pen. For example, Colin Turnbull noticed that the young Mbuti boys who slept
together would occasionally ‘make a mess on each other’ while sleeping. Or
sex play among children might just as easily take place among same sex chil-
dren as it does with each other. A rare glimpse into female homosexuality comes
from Marjorie Shostak’s primary 'Kung informant, Nisa, who talked about her
homosexual encounters the same way that men might. There are little to no
taboos on the subject, and it seems inevitable that groups who spend most of
their time together may share these kinds of moments.

Among horticulturalists, homosexuality tends to take on a whole other
level with gender roles strictly for homosexuals. Among some societies, like
&wSambh,hommexua]ii}rbemmsﬁhuﬁzedmdlﬂhepﬂmarytypeafux
in society with heterosexuality being a brief part of their lives.

What folks like Ted have done is take a lack of information and occa-
ﬂmulspnkmhbmsarjukeaasmﬂmmm&lwtdiggingdmpmlmw
one instance that seemed to me indicative of the real situation: missionaries
and outsiders in general had been so outright discouraging of homosexuality
that they simply covered it up. This comes from Clayton and Carole Robarchek
living among the Huaorani who observed two men one evening who “were
standing in the middle of the airstrip as the soccer game was winding down.
Tuka bent over from the waist to tie his shoes, and Kogi laid across Tuka's back
and put his arms around him. Tuka looked towards us with an embarrassed
grin. The two spoke softly, and we caught the word “kowndi” as they straight-
mndup,mzypmceededdawnmeaiﬁuip.wiﬂxKugikeepingHsamamund
Tuka's neck.” (Waorani: the Contexts of Violence and War, Fort Worth: Harcourt
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rticulturalists worldwide had done do in times
cessfully. Among the Classic Maya, we have the birth of the State.

v were able to support large religious
ters and cities off of large gardens ETERNAL WAR AND THE BIRTH OF

fore they made the quick change to THE STATE

life, In his attempt to reject hi o e
s attempt to reject his royal up- ians in as much as to keep outsiders offll gricultural fields with drainages only

bringing. he ici g 3

as the me:;?md;tﬂf:f Wh':“ he sy i dTh::E societies have to have tB o collapse 200 years later. In nearly all horticultural societies, the

b Eur peasant com- o E': orce and the reason is simp Agricultural societies are far more only time that a chief holds any solid
ife of the worker and the peasa wologically and socially exhausting than - power is during warfare. As I said ear-

horticultural ones. As society grows and lier, chiefs in these kinds of sogieties and
becomes more politically complex, so kings inherit their status but must earn
does the need for workers and soldiers their position. Unlike the Big Men, they
fo get their jobs done right and effi- must be more than just influential: they
giently. There is a drive towards mustbe prominent and skilled WarTiors.
sameness that comes through a more The old western ideal of the esteemed
solidified religion with angry and venge- hunter or warrior taking the lead roles
ful gods and the ability of the political in society doesn’t emerge until here. In
leaders to coerce workers and peasants earlier societies, that kind of status was
into doing their work at the risk of death made impossible through ridicule be-
or enslavement. cause they know everyone has their abili-
You can see this among the early cit-  ties and their streaks of bad luck.
ie2 of our civilization's own past, or you What starts out as a circumstantial
can see this among the indigenous civi- position and power can only lead to
lizations and empires that have and do more. As soon as the battle or raid is over,
exist. These societies are defined by their the war chief has lost all of his (this is a
political and religious order. Among the role almost exclusively held by men)
many African empires, like the Zulu or control. The only way that they can ex-
the Bantu, there are established and pand that control is by increasing war-
powerful kings. The role of thekingisa fare. It's no mystery that positions of
step above the chief. Though somesmall power only come with a larger society.
scale horticultural societies do have Agﬁculh:ralsocieﬁeseljnﬁnamthembm
chiefs, they tend to be closer to Big Men and customs that keep population in
and the position hardly more solidified. check because they need more people.
But there are exceptions, among the They need more bodies as part of the
Trobriand Islanders and among the emerging Megamachine of human bod-
Maori, chiefs are upheld like kings: com- ies, more bodies that can be lost on the
moners must stand lower than them, of-  frontier of an expanding empire or can
ten cannot make eye contact, and among  colonize the smaller scale bands of gath-
the Maori, they are often held to be so erer hunters and horticulturalists that
powerful in a religious sense that they surround ‘their territory”.
become taboo themselves and have to be When those checks are lifted, mas-
fed with tools to avoid impurity. sive population explosions are a matter
These chiefs, like kings, inherit their of inevitability. The domestication of
status, but earn their positions through plants and animals brought a 975 per-
the image of power that they uphold. But cent increase in human population bring-
they never have as much power as they ingatotal global population of § million
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Among the recently industrializing hard. Villa w larger o)
world, the yearning for a past goldcﬁaﬁ work fﬂhﬁsﬂwpamiﬁ;shgf -
never went too deep. For the dreamers ants. Among indigenous kingdoms ¢
and revolutionaries, most could hardly elites are a typically small gmu’
see beyond the factories while others saw peoplewhoalsnmntmldish'ibutinnp y
rows of crops as their savior, their lib- position of farmers is held by the ajd
erators from the oppression of author- ity of the society and most of whn
ity. Unfortunately, both of these ideals a3 the army are not exempted from th
still hold today though we have access drudgery. And this has its costs as
to a much deeper sense of human his- the larger a society becomes, the m
tory. The golden age of the farm simply specialized its crops which mears I8
did not happen. Most of it is inseparable options you have for food. Health ta —:
:-:.I':Ii'l. a.nstocmt_‘ms and earlier kingdoms. 2 dive as larger more permlanent villa -1I

nd that applies equally to indigenous with domesticated animals and issues
kingdoms and proto-states. sanitation breed diseases
: Farm's and gardens are far from be- Workin the gardms-::‘:rwith domes
ing one in the same. The gardens of ticated animals becomes the work of bot}
horticulturalists are seeded in and with men and women. The overall role of th
the fun?st w1hi!e the fields of farmers are  Woman takes a turn towards domesti !
ml‘ antithesis of the forest or the prairie: ity. Their job becomes more devoted :
4 EI}I-' ::lre plalmned and meticulously con- the reproduction of society literally
hu environments. Their social lifeis through making and processing food :
ardly dlffm_'ent. All the things that we and tum intochild producers rather th X
see emerge in small scale horticultural the highly valued role of the mother in

societies become daily reality: political smaller scale societies. Children are bo:
and religious control, hierarchy, bureau- s field hands and future soldiers, bred
:‘;:c‘y, warfare, and patriarchy. And as servants of society rather thar:indi-
wnﬁvﬁmur&: you get the origins of viduals worthy in their own rite. Ex-
i’ ECOnOmy, sov:fa]_debl;,a drive <hange is taken to a new level as the
> Esamlen-ess,‘s?ecmhzatian, anda many specialists create markets to
:':-gl;l'dimat;lamzed division of labor. Moest  peddle their goods.

portan ?r.._grmving villages turn into These societies c

emerging cities and the full time military like the Cahokians, ]‘I-::}r::t: Lflgniﬂs‘::l
is turned inwards with police. Weshould  who settled as gatherer hunters and in.l
:fwer I"t:lr,gilzt tha’fthe walls of Jericho and  ¢corporated gardens into their Ii\-:es 'I1'|.e1|_'
all empires since were to keep civil- growing populations were not k:ept in
o WL the ways that the small scale
40



by 8000 BC barreling on to a billion by
1800 AD and now over 6 billion, More
people, means more food which means
more land which means warfare and
expansion. As the population grows, so
does the presence of war. It doesn't nec-
essarily take the emerging power of the
king to continue to wage war: war be-
comes an increasingly felt necessity. That
applies to our civilization as much as it
has to the empires of the Zulu, Bantu,
Maya, Aztec, Cahokia, Hopewell,
Anasazi, Chaco, Mesopotamia,
Indochina, and so on.

The State, with its permanent and
imposed order of coercive power, is born
through eternal war. That's not just war
against outsiders, but a war against
looming wildness, war against treason
and disloyalty, a war waged as much on
civilians as the would be conquerors or
even those living more egalitarian and
autonomous lives on the outside that
threaten the existence of a willing work
force by their existence,

The spirituality that once tied us to
the world at large is turned against us as
the wholeness of the world turns to the
oneness of god /s. No longer is our spiri-
tual awareness a way of connecting with
the life and wildness that flows between
living beings, but it is turned upwards
into the sky or deep into scattered places,
but it is always external and always dis-
tant. We come to fear the created “Other’
as our idea of Self merges with our civi-
lization. Just as horticulturalists begin to
fear the world outside their gardens as
they become dependent and hunt preda-
tors as trophies to their own courage, we
fear the wildness that we're born into.
Our escape from such a savage, primal
state becomes the earmark of our evolu-
tion. And our fears haunt us and allow
the State to come in and manipulate them
so that we will rightfully give up our
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autonomy for their protection.

There never has been a social ca
tract; we never willingly and knowing
gave up our wildness for a civilized
the domesticators have only tricked
from birth.

emerges: from within the city and
countryside, from the order that is
essary to make both possible, The soli
fied control of the State is what civiliz
tion needed to become complete as w
know it now, That is where all ite roal
come to fruition.

This is where we step into the worl
we know: the world of control and ma
nipulation. The idea is put in plag
through cosmology and then actualize
by emerging technology. Morality wa
the eyes and ears of the State before
created the technology to do the samae
Steel tools were crafted to ease the chog
ping of forests and bodies. Guns, rail
roads, and ships simplified expansion
and conquest. Having long ago buried
our adaptivity, civilizations just keep on
growing and expanding. They don}
have the will or the way to stop.

There are no ways to downscale this
beast or prolong it for long. Just as the
Russian Revolution couldn’t change
fact that a millennia of over farming
same area meant a decreasing amount
of crops for the peasantry. They brought
in machines and chemicals, but those
could only prolong for so long before
they could rejoin the global economy or
die. But even this option is fading
quickly as global collapse becomes our
reality.

And that makes it even more impor-
tant that we start paying attention to
these things now.

THE FUTURE PRIMITIVE AND A
QUESTION OF SUSTAINABILITY

42
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As we rapidly approach the inevitable
ollapse of own civilization, the impli-
ations of this critique becomes all the
more important. We need to ask what
does it mean in terms of our own future
and how does that influence our deci-
sions and directions now.

T AT IR N
nomadic gatherer hunter, the most com-
mon reaction is that it’s simply not do-
able at this point. The biggest issue is
population. The only thing six billion
people can do is die. My hope is that the
planet doesn’t go with us. But assuming
we take some agency and bring the col-
lapse while working to bring people back
into their own wildness, then the much
talked about ‘die off’ might be avoidable.
Honestly though, [ don't see the massive
die off being as much of an issue unless
the civilizers have their way and take
their empires to the logical conclusion:
complete destruction of all life.

Most likely, I think we're going to
see a larger decrease in births than the
often proposed number of deaths. But
there is no question that a lot of people
will die in the process. As any challenge
to carrying capacity, this is an unfortu-
nate matter of inevitability a:lld t:'u: im-

i lessons to our t of which we can only work to lessen.
h:‘:; Eﬁﬂ?able AR ¥ E-iagst peuplemllic this as an argument for
When I say that I want to live as a reforming civilization, but even if that

I think the most important conclu-
sion to draw from this is that domestica-
tion is not some monolithic and irrevers-
ible event in the past, but a constant re-
ality that we recreate daily through our
own lives. Realizing that we are agents
of our own reality rather than passive
actors or victims is the most important
thing. For me, the logical conclusion is
to act on this through rewilding and re-
sisting (see my “Agents of Change: Pri-
mal War and the Collapse of Civilization®
later in this issue). _

But the question must be raised,
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were possible, it only makes a larger die
off inevitable.

How civilization collapses isn't the
topic right here, what life might be like
after the collapse is. We can expect that
the population over the first hundred
years will drop drastically and likely sta-
bilize. So the question is how people
might live. The life way of the nomadic
gatherer hunter is no doubt the most
sustainable way of living. As we've seen
it is the most adaptive and most egali-
tarian way of being. For both social and
ecological reasons, it is important. The
idea that there isn’t enough wildness left
for this way of living is actually more of
an argument for it. If wildness is running,
thin, then it is all the more irnpurt;lnt to
adapt a nomadic way of life. That keeps
any particular area from being overrun
even further and requires more social flu-
idity to challenge the social hold-overs
of our own civilization. The more active
effort we take now to help rewild places
or let them grow back over, the better
things look for human socety in the fu-
ture.

A lot of anarchists and folks who are
skeptical of how much longer this civili-
zation can last talk about the importance
of gardening. I'm a bit reserved about
this not necessarily because of theoreti-
cal reasons but because of practical is-
sues. The one message that L hope people
can learn from the history of domestica-
tion is that humans, like any other ani-
mal, aren’t meant to control the world
around it and dictate its relationships.
No doubt a horticultural society is
largely sustainable and far more in touch

with wildness than any of us, but the
amount of effort it takes to learn about
gardening and the effort taken to plant
them seems far more research and work
than it would take to spread native seeds,
Mative plants grow with their
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bioregions: they come together with
number of other species to function tg
gether as a whole. There is no quest
about their ability to sustain themselves
A garden is invasive. Especially

garden that takes the plants that
know now. The gardens
horticulturalists work with the fo
they are built around the importance @
not abusing the soil. You can't simply
take the plants that we know and pl
them in these types of gardens. Toma
toes, corn, beans, grains and the like need
certain environments to grow. Some na
tive species exist in some places, but mos
of what we have needs gardens that look
more like mini-fields: they are weeded
planted in rows, and the like. So [ thi
the real question is how much effort i8
needed to plant and maintain this ki
of garden versus the amount of effo
taken to spread native seeds and let t
forest grow on its own.

| think there is also an issue abouf

whether or not this kind of society i8
going tobe more vulnerable to raids tha
a nomadie one. While [ have a persona
preference for the life and wildness of a
nomadic gathering and hunting life way,
I don't have any flat out opposition to
gardener societies. I have no intent of
preaching to the horticulturalists and try=
ing to convert them to gatherer hunters,
My critique i5 not aimed at them, it is
meant for those of us who are living
within civilization and are facing the
oncoming collapse. If we're looking to
go anywhere, I wonder why we
wouldn’t want to go for the most egali-
tarian and sustainable way of living.
True, this takes a number of changes
in our own lives and that’ll take more
than turning to the garden instead. But
we need to think in the long term. What
kind of societies do we want our children
and the future primitives to be living in?

A

think that the organic flow of socie wouldn’t take the
furalist society has: towards warfare, increased
Infanticide, and the like. Of course, they’re all f:it;:r with t_Ilr:se ;P;L:E:dzumt :I;it]:ﬁ
ing carryi i ity. And these things willno
¢ost of challenging carrying capacity. & iy ;
growth is to be checked. 1f we are talking about the societies we want to create or
live in, then the least we can do is to talk hﬂﬁl:“.‘iﬂ':n." ﬂl;_w:ut them. 20
Agriculture is no longer really an option. Itis h_lt;hl;,-. degrading -_Hac: ‘ "3.:1 i
eologically and one of the primary reason past -:w:hzat:u:_:. 11:-;{: ;;Jiniep:llc i
eas rill collapse. Forests are cut, taking :
likely the reason our own will collap _ ol
i ips wi soil i deep, and lies exposed in the sun,
pelationships with them, the soil is d1_:1:, C hed exg L
; are cut causi . remaining bits of healthy soil rain bo r
ages are cut causing the remair : i B s
: ing rivers r reason it has lasted this long is that there
verted and drying rivers. The only reason i s Jong I ht e s
. e smicals to delay the inevitable. The vas
een new places to move to and chemica _ 1 . Eece
1Tnl1t feed lEr:is civilization are running dry and smxplg.-_ cannot support ‘tl':.L hs;:t:
they once did. There is not the room for ermTE this :-::nd of living even on 2
: any pe rant to.
i cro-scale. Nor would 1 hope many people would w Lol
2 T-hﬁ::: II--. still some time to react to what we know about cw:hx_al.m:rf and about
wildness 1:I-:¢~ra: is time to work to apply some of these implications in our own
lives and on the large scale.
What keeps us from getting

.';-i g - =

We would be arrogant to _
furn that nearly every other horticul

from here to there is the rooting of their domesti-
cation. When we see it for what it is and we have the ability to 1|nd::m ul.1Wu:]S;{;:;
ihe ability to attack. That is something that capnu.t he taken from u.;, .v.u.. omly
lieve it has. What we do with this understanding is in our own hands.

| Kropotkin, Petr Muriaal Aid: a factor of evolution. Boston: Extending Horizons, undated

(1002]. Pgz. 104-5. Note that when Kropotkin was writing this, ‘savage’ wis a sche l‘ﬂﬂl!.l.'.
I1l.'|-'ll';lilm of gathererhuniers and some harticuluralists rather than the derogatory one it 15
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Literacy, the light saber of the technological era, and the lo-tech tool of progress, ha
won the wide world's avid adoration. It's like an over-arching religion—a Mecca il
which rich and poor alike pilgrimage relentlessly. To acquire this precious skill, sa

TR E LR

prarchies of power, ;
wotated record keeping for things bought
ardl sold, services provided, nml. for taxes.
It was needed o cOmmunicate IMpErson-
ully on a mass scale, The evolution _irl lit-
gracy coincided with the congregation of
human numbers beyond the levels of f.'?-
miliar cadence, into urban centers, ulti-
mately industrialized energy sinks, where

codify laws, establish

ihe well-nurtured brotherhoods and siﬁllffa
oodds of former times were dissolved with

i literate solvent. . :
Rut this was only a minor accomplish-

ized, limited by text. Values shift. La'hmr
ios become museums of codified, rigidi-
fied ideas that anchor thought.

This is all accomplished by slight ut‘h:uu?.
so defily we may not even nonce whal. is
missing from the text. It’s so much easier
to focus on the artificial gains of moder-
nity and yearn 10 own a mn!p]mc ﬂ;ﬁmi
English Dictionary. The p:_mtrnm:_hu PR
machine trains us to see so little. Literacy
has been such an electrifying social pl_w-
nomeni, its praises are sung in unison like

fices are made, years of study, money set aside. Literac ¥ is the avowed salvation of th
third world, the poor, the middle class. The civilized world picusly prizes the writte
word as an unqualified treasure scarcely less sacred than the relics of the dead. Itis

mystical component of the alchemy that will spin all the gold to straw, solve ev

thing cure everything, for everyone.

But there are problems. The deep
shadow of literacy eclipses not only its
own past, but also the avenging tax levied
on a modern population too bonded 1o the
written word to comprehend the cost. What
went wrong? lmagine you are living in a
traditional tribal life in a stable egalitarian
society, in a natural world, a beautiful
world providing everything o you freely,
and you are happy and healthy and wild
and free. Why would you invent writing?
If you wanted your world to remain un-
changed forever and your way of life to
continue on down through the generations,
what would induce you to give up your
primary relationships to other people and
to the world, and substitute for that, as an
interface between you and all stimuli, a
coded hieroglyphic version of the world,
which from then on would interpret things
fro you as you studied alone and in silence?

It was not an accident of idiocy that
written language did not evolve every-
where. It was not a craving of primal times
or even historic times. The roots of wrii-
SPECIES TRAITOR MO 4

ing needed a very different social dynamig
as a spawning ground. It needed a definite
hierarchical society. It needed a ruling class
and those born to be ruled, It needed co
merce, cconomic interchange, social bond
age. It needed strangers at close quarters
and a decay of trust. It needed a break
down of tribes and the rise of secular cit
ies populated by independent legal agents
overseen by the state. It needed a break-
down of tribes and the rise of secular cit-
ies populated by independent legal agents
overseen by the state. It required change
and upheaval, uprootedness, a decay of
community and removal from the land.

“It is historical synergy that the rise of the
industrial system occurred when literacy
was spreading. .. our mechanization is tied
to literacy.”

~Lionel Tiger: The Manufacture of Evil,

Writing was never neutral nor was it the
result of a quest for intellectual excellence,
It evolved 6,000 vears ago to solidify hi-

“HD

ment. It's the inevitable force of accumu-
lated abstract thought that it will excavate
the core of the atom and explore the depths
of space, while the world decays l:runeath
the weight of telescopes and !1:Lrt1c!c ac-
celerators. This is symptomatic of the in-
verted achievements of writing, always
taking more than it gives back. Tu::in:.r we
can study distant galaxies bul can_t name
the trees in the back yard. Facts |§nhue_d
from the organic strata into the granite gnp
of print subsequently aff u:ljudgnlmm and
values. Parallels are delinked or ignored.
Objectivity falters and becomes random-
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a mantra, so few notice that the s:uanlng
statistics have been set forth in 'i%ﬂlﬂtlul‘i,
surgically removed fro encumbering con-
nections to real things. We r.uhr_msswu!y
praise the dissected victories of science and
literature so we often don't umljemlulnd
what they really mean. Any species gains
nchiq,:v.'.:uf in this way cannot stand the test
of tme. -
Powered by a wealth of words in print
cities contine an ingxorable expansion of
influence furiously depopulating thg coun-
tryside in an unyielding cycle of li!ﬁtl'l!l-
nance over every other form of social or-

z].“f
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ganization. Urban life asphyxiated famil-
ial and inherited intimacies and exchanged The euphoric emanation from books
them for interaction with strangers, crimi- shelves, and the walling expectancy of
nals, bosses, store clerks. And the dis- printed page placidly obscure this rifi b
placed uprooted urbanites of the present  tween people and nature, between reag
have accepted it all. The rules of literacy and others. It corrodes time spent explo
now dictate to them the form their life will ing the real world, especially the natug
take. And like the early immigrants fresh world. In a duet of mutual substantiatig
from the farm or the field, present day literacy is now intensified by our OngOoir
populations are needy and dependent. isolation from real things, which we lea
They are not wild and they are not free. 1o fear, We are losing our familiarity

The mental platean of the literate the wild world and its chaotic appetites g
present predestines us to an increasingly weather and multitudes of living thing
psychological connection to physicality. uncontrolled by print.

Reading confirms the detached, ordered In the doorway of the bookstore,
habits of modemn life. It is an abstract, one- simmering enthusiasm you may feel
dimensional substitute for living. It's a merely an enthusiasm for ideas. It"s
mental virus that corrupts perceptual abili- world of ideas and not of things. And they
ties. Judgment atrophies. Cause and ef- impress upon
fect become baffling mysteries. dictums of
Gutenberg's press standardized the world, “Sh-h-h-h-h.” Their many skills would ng
translated it into textual format, divided be needed here, only one. Because read
and subdivided it, reduced it and bled it of ing demands little of us.
strength and primacy. Now we live in a comfortable, almost effo
syntactical world, a world in which wild fect pastime
humans could never live. For books cast library is a sequestered world command
i world in their own image and create a ing all other stimuli into remission. It su
new order. They make an offer no onecan  ceeds so well that readers may fail to reg
refuse. Itis not optional. Itisa cognitive ister a quiver of concern and come to pre-
mandate, a manifesto and it is ordered ac- fer the safety of reading to the pungent
cordingly. organic world rich with expectancy, touch,
In this way, literacy qualifies as a form pain, heat sight, sound, smell, movement,
of mind-training. The trained minds now physical emersion, wind, rain.
dominate civilization. And civilization Children raised on books easily de-
dominates the globe. We accept the men- velop patterns of thought honed into chap-
tal climate of categories, and categorical ters dominated by idea fragments scattered
units of thought and we are unaware that erratically in the neural mechanisms of the
the mind is no longer a jungle of sensa- modern mind. Thoughis become habitu-
tion. It is an optical scanner of words in ated to the rigors of lines on the page as
print. . the body adjusts to inactivity. It’s the per-

“We have never known an alternative to fect match, Some educators may already

literate habits of thought and now we know  be there. They burden youngsters with

more than we can understand.™ summer reading lists as though intimate

-C. Nystrom: Literacy as Deviance interaction with life were already taboo,
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former warriors the strig
solitude and quiet isolation

It is clean, easy
rtless. The
for the captive masses, The

1; = P it M f 1o the user who
o o r in ¢ habetic form

Ihe modern learning experience is, after Eai:]:ls?elg focth on amission of purpose
ll, modemn and maybe a computer-leam- i Fr%ﬁ.mmcd il |'3||,I_wu‘
ing module would be better yet. Tiv roots of writing were qcverF -
tral and certainly not humanitarian. : m i
the beginning writing commanded the c1v ;
lized millions who willingly, r:'f-'e.n hufl
bly, complied to escape the lowliest wn;,m :
|evels, and to gain some power them selves
over others and over life an_d d_eath. l-t::lr_ :l
was evident from the beginning that lit-
eracy could defeat dfzsl-unu—
tion, hunger, social failure,
even death. :
But such gains will
prove temparary. L_it-:rac:,-
allowed the economic con-
solidation of power 1n capl-
1al acquisition :md_ the un-.
gainly procession of weapons
and technology formerly un-
known to humankind, and
unleashed other fnn:r::i of
centralization and consolida-
tion that have produced an
era in which localized fam-
ine was replaced by world
hunger, rootedness by
homelessness, bows and ar-
rows by weapons of mass de-
struction. The ultimate achieuemc:_-sts ui
literacy replace the lemp:mx_l va‘g:fne.t. _u_
the past with the mmk.m versions- chromic,
intensifying, worldwide, permanent.

H|'Writing] separated lhuugh'l_i' TOm ﬁcnsi-
flon, knowledge from expenence, -uu:II
ance from context, sp:lu_:ch fr.um ;“'::,
ypeaker...reading and writing w;re Lin
vl departures from the waly's of no o .ii;
for which we are all hiologically suited.
.. Nystrom: Literacy as
Deviance

All our unfulfilled drcm‘m-:.
and our adventures are in-
creasingly imaginary, like 2
weene from a futuristic movie
where false memory implm_mﬁ
replace the actual vacation
euperience. S50 much
cheaper, so much more ac-
cessible, Just have the infor-
mation implanted :md. you
really can't tell the dltfe.r-
1'|1ce: The science of the vl.-'nl-
ten word makes such things
possible, perhaps prcfemh.ie.
In this way, books lead us in-
exorably to virtual travel, vir-
\ual sensation, television and g
video-games, movies, phones, paget:_\. K
is in this way that literacy defines the
the world. .
R :t:-!r:ts distort when the pn_nlcd p;gu | %
<tands between reality and passive red :;1r e A L e A immcnculj ' wr;::i
'i'hc_s.c r“mldbt;ﬂ;':n::;il%:::rnigﬁ by they begh':; ::qu:::. dtcm as a primary
ttl:f::n;:ta;d; stored in individualized, at- pﬁ:fﬁ;i‘t—h ‘
1:quali.:d treasuries of data confetli 5111-1::1:-'
ded by the digital maw. I'['husc wawcnﬁic
seraps of reconstituted info are 3_.1lﬂ:|i L :
miniaturized versions of the onginal pan
orama of authenticity. Thﬂ.m:tw.!-mnfllfc_-
tors have transmitted ll'u:_ digitalized data
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

It was this way that writing was spread.
Literacy takes the credit but not the blar:e
for the stultifying Estrangcrﬂemﬁff tthz
modern world. If it were a panacea,

s



:il;ﬂ:;'t::n I;:E :uild bombs that mere oral- ce€ive, more than one discipline can d
Cm.“ml. p']?hend"-:{.hrd, ma}r‘new:rbe able 1o pher. .]1 is learned through all the seng
thu“m. - ances of industry and the over lifetimes and is stored in the v
T O prr_:grcs,r, and the space race awesome chamber of social though
would falter without print media and the safeguarded there. N
:;:::s:l d-.:;:::;jf ::l-herlm- loom as ghostly Flickering computers and galvanizi
et ||-:'||:-r ﬂ_‘u sible pa;“.- But lit- T.V. Sl;l-'l:rc‘]'li allow us to shift further in
i 5 elaiming new minds at a obsequious recession and complacency
stating pace. Few question the liter- spirit- the hallmark of our age. Trus ’
al:pa:ad:gm nr.mu_ldcr where it might be trust, until the Rubik’s cube all'thc mI :
:-]:'lfei?li-l:?. Ill-.l:'ltw !I_'Lwll affect the fl:_lture of pushes mass communication into a ma
e .h“r: crarry craves everything and gravf:. The divine decadence of our tim
s mﬁgrmmc reader that reading anld its limitless avarice for tings writte
s 'i.; fhfy__ :.\-1!1 submerge in its own glory and drows
bchindfh Em,scqi-.mnng, .Humﬂrlst_a.rc falling In its temptations. We arc oo proud,
ez selves. The words simply can- e the clinical model. What is to com
contained. The tower of babble has  Wwill come to us.
Efr:znrn_lcd _acullum too complex (o sustain The ossifying supremacy of the wrik
mlmfam, understand or care about, ten word will shatter soundlessly, mutel
whcn itis gone, real knowledge will take And humans will then be t‘rc.edy;'muw I
its place again. For literacy carries within digitalized, nano-tech absir il
it the alphabet of its own destruction, The charading as life. The Pﬂ@ili‘f'?: M:d":“““
syllables mature into bits and bytes of bi- tive ions of modemity are falling hcm-H
ﬂmﬂ:gu::ek;"g literate DNA spirlaiing uncon- the pull of parallel gravities. The visicr
:m {ime{] nd{cr:i :5 f;;wa_;rd_ an infinite pcum rupture, when it comes, will save the spirit
e wm, lz 3 mﬂ‘ .:t is uln{nml certain an_d restore the planet’s natural grace. It is
il tn ?m will be displaced by this way that literacy will die.
i e._x reated. Eccaysfa modern And what will replace it? The thing
i Ze i _]F]ﬁ.{ the L.'"c million names that it replaced. Not illireracy, but orality,
W_J .ﬂg.}l has given itself, beneath the the true name of the spoken word eth rl
gﬂ.?h|ﬁ-jﬂg-faqnfjc of which real knowl- Oral culures do not define lhc:mﬂel\rcst-h-r
ze c;s s;llppm o siuteml v away, ‘not having writing." They pus:; on hi:&-‘
i I:Hr:::]{:i: llll:: lab, 500 at a confer- tory a'.]d leaming culturally where it .is
s i g.ef:]_t'.g not knnwlcd_gc. stored mrllulzhuman collective. Thousands
i i,:lfc,::;d IEH a crisis of learning of years of information readily and organi-
i v i IR ﬁIMt and cast a pall cally at hand. A return to orality is not a
e kg n Rea knowledge |_5_4,-u1- gu_amnme of social and planetary success,
ﬂmbj. um.“ ; ldtncalzl:, subtle, umllzutm',ls.‘ It is not a guarantee of salvation. It will
mgasﬁmm.emr: ;l:x{_;:.": for machines or putbceas_',r and there are no guarantees. It
Jis o tis accumulated over i, however the only known alternative to
s of years or thousands of lineages  literacy and its unyielding war of words
connected by the generations, absorbed AR =
SPECIES TRAITOR MO, <
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"Uivilization has Emcrgegunly recently...and it may yet prove to be an unsuc-

pessiul experiment.”
-anthropologist Roy Rappaport

| have to be honest. I fear the collapse of civilization. Things are going to get much
worse before they get better. There will be no happy ending for civilization and no
glorious day when we all chose to abandon it. The realization that we've passed

the point of no return will be a shock when it finally hits us. And that time is

coming. Very soon.
I fear the collapse of civilization, but side the very limited being that encom-

| work to make it happen as quickly as passes ‘me’,

possible. Though 1 want to live without The consequences of this way of
civilization, 1 know there is a large thinking and being are quickly becom-
chance that I won’t survive the collapse. ing more apparent. Because of this, we're
But I know one thing: the longer we wait seeing a lot more talk about collapse in
to bring this down; the worse off things the mainstream, There's a flood of books
are going to get. The one thing I fear and media about the collapse of civiliza-
more than the peak of the collapse is the tions and our ecological crisis. But
state of the world if civilization doesnot  they’re there because they're filtered.
They carry a harsh eritique of civiliza-
tion, but the implicit warning is turned
into a boast of our own ingenuity and
ability to outsmart the natural world and
past civilizations. We are heirs to a
mighty empire that shall not suffer the

collapse soon.

We need to talk honestly about the
collapse of civilization because it is some-
thing that affects us. And even more so,
it will be the basis for the coming gen-
erations.

Coming to terms with the collapse past.
means we have to remember that life is If only we can recycle more, con-
about something bigger than ourselves. sume less, become less dependent upon
We are a part of the world around us and oil, and be nicer to each other. If only we
are inseparable from it. That is something drove hybrids and researched hydrogen,

that the civilizers know we must not re- sun light and wind as power. If only we
member. That is why we can make deci- could save the civilization we've worked
sions that seriously threaten life in or- 50 hard to achieve. If only we could hold
der to keep short term comforts. We sim- onto Mozart, Picasso, wine and cheese
ply don’t care about what happens out- and not the bomb. We're full of hope. But
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the ﬁzﬁt Hope alone, never will. ity, you can only step beyond it so fal
e rruss the basic message: what What these moments are is a brief flan
iﬁiﬁp 'r.:imt come down. Civilization up of one species expanding at the
s u??qil?alnt%]!]m'hy the domesti- of another until it can no longer suppa
o e m:f:: hat s, by turning full itself. At that point, there is no choice g
for the suppﬂsedhgmﬁ?::;:c“af: ?t{s';f;anpdﬁt[ln}r e
= n :
::uri. mﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬁ L;;nim-dl m:ﬁng What gmiumﬂlﬁ;hﬂgfﬁ
: gical reality that we Civilization is di B
call carrying c.?pmfil}r and the conse- didn’t just uxtendl:a':;;fiim?: SH::IE'“
quence of ignoring it: collapse. brief flare. They found a ilgmp?ﬁ:l:j:‘
mgon, ety Tearran the communi i
;;Tﬁiﬂfa?:}rm,m the crudest sense, s the ﬂe. l}umesﬁ::tlsz. ;‘:::1::?1 d
5ustain.1b]t ife an ccaf:yﬁtem can animals replace wildness. The settled
i y support. That's something villages replace the wild communities
fa cnn:l.c"s from tl'_lnusandsand millions they clear. The community is st : e
Ex?:w:; ::fnl"_.;::llgnonl.'lry trial and error. Things are no different, but ﬂ-:;mest
- ?;-r s i e:én a given ecosystem has tion offered a chance to challenge carry
- Ptha play. \-'e;yth:rrg does, Fulfill- ing capacity for a longer period.
be% tFPLﬂCE',_Gr niche, is a part of the I say longer intentionally, As mu
o&:\fs?r :i'ﬂt Illie form. We shape each as we've tried to convince ::-unlwtve&thr:a
'I']-.atj;ncfu.:;:':,l: rough all of our actions. large brains and god/s have given us
S T;:;?:ns. e, some great ability or predetermined des-
Faee-un w:!::-e e ;::;::u:llgtm II-IIT..;EI:W ::rn}r, we are not ?ulaidc of the wildness
behind locked doors, afraid ufl:.very:;i vig:alfcz:ﬁian o it bt
almund us and spending the bulk of our  are born to I;euun:i?dand mhn‘n]we]s. o
:;;ﬁ wnh:m boxes keeps us from remem-  acting this way. And I]|3Il:: ﬂ\j’fﬂ:’;smphp:d
- I_eru'lg this. I,I!.'J_ngl off of fields of crops  are consequences, oy
;luﬂ :Ee-:'l;:n‘d off villages helps us forget On a longer timeline, our overshoot
the nn_i,;alq. : T will still be a flare. But the further we
foy R 8 s forget this, but occa- B0 the larger our flare, the harsher the
y they overstep their place in a fall will be. This is something | tha
community. What happens is what so- a flare. This is collapse S
:;:Jlﬂglst William Catton calls overshoot, Though it's becgmémnre I
mh:;t::; Taii r;s rllfutl'-: t' l: Ej\:n ?l.'ﬂ_:‘c:il.'.‘i- talk about collapse these da}rs.,Pt_‘{nf;l: :asrr:'c:
g 3 an it gives: it really a clear unders i '
;v:nrs;i; ]L:Eulig bn;{:'parlt_-,r. This leads lﬂ];'tﬁ::r means. Mustﬁlﬁrghi;‘:l;:tifii
lance, i atE..'mp:}rﬂr].r one, that one day we'll wake 1
nﬂ; l.‘;::iug:t::: l::;rl‘lib-aI::m:r: is nothing mi- power t-.'on't}rbr-.r on. To tlu:mlﬁ-n:tnii g:lﬁ
om,-.arm segnds qttcnn:‘mumt}r, stress in lapse: an instant transformation. But
community. But since caryimg capacity we'l kel wake up ane dey ik o
_ ; city we'll likely wake u i
E‘. :u::r a concept or a chart or a theory, electricity zr on and?mf?zi:;? wrlﬂ;]n?’
uta narrow concept for ecological real- months: the true collapse will I;-]::FF D*
SPECIES TRAITOR NCy < ol " !'L:zb
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Jantastic,

it increase. It looks like diseases and epi-
Collapse is a process, nota moment  demics and pointed fingers, The ‘Others’

or event. It can drag on or it can happen are to blame or the anti-social individu-

relatively quickly. The speed is directly als. 1t may be the height of war or mol
relative to the speed a society has over- type ‘justice’.
stepped its place. In social terms, collapse Or it might look like the height of
vefers to a massive reduction or simpli- empire. The worldview of the elites will
fication of society. Stratification, special- always refuse to recognize its own end.
{zation, bureaucracy, methods of statist  The literate elites of fallen civilizations
control, the arts, economic coordination rarely record their own demise. Mot nec-
and organization, population, and net- essarily because they don’t want it to be
works of distribution will all be signifi- known, but because they are incapable
cantly simplified. Large scale society of seeing it. In the linear world, progress
breaks down into smaller, more self-suf- always moves forward. Societies flour-
ficient ones. In ecological terms, the en- ish, not fall. That is what they think un-
vironment that a society is maintained il the very end.
off will gimply no longer support it any And we are no different. The envi-
more. In individual terms, the benefits ronment is no longer willing to support
of supporting and working for a society the society that will destroy it given the
aren't worth the costs. chance. Collapse is not something that
Collapse affects every part of soci- is going to happen to us. Collapse is
ety. Itis social, ecological, psychological, something that is happening. Collapse
political, economical, and theologicalin is something that has been happening.
nature. On the periphery of society, it What we are seeing now is the peak.
looks like days spent tilling fields where
the soil is so thinned and damaged that That we don’t see the reality that we've
it washes away, clogging the waterways created and sustained collapsing doesn't
in the process. It looks like increasing mean it's not happening. Things are dif-
demands to feed a distant population. It ferent now. Every civilization that has
looks like the youth being pulled into existed has collapsed into ours. Every
armies to raid and conquer on the fore- collapse is relatively similar. But purs is
front of a desperate and starving society - different.
and moved into the towns, villages or For the Anasazi/Chacoan civiliza-
cities to keep order among the desper- tions of the American southwest, the
ate and starving. peak of collapse followed the refusal of
In the periphery and the towns it the farmers to tolerate the tightening
may look like a massive turn to god/s grasp of the elites. The same happened
for help. In the towns, the politicians from site to site as the classic Mayan civi-
scramble to try and squeeze their grasp lizations died off. The temples that have
on power. It may look like a looming captured the imagination of our modern
revolution or a totalitarian iron fist or society have failed to see that the once
both, The gap between the elites and the mighty thrones of kings were later used
commoners becomes clearer. The health as toilets by Mayan descendants passing
costs of having food that is more filler through. No doubt, we tend to miss the
than nutritious and having even less of humor in it. In North America, you can
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see this happening over and over again:
Cahokia, Hopewell, Hohokam, Inca,
throughout the Eastern Woodlands and
the Mississippi Valley. You see a society
that settles down and over the centuries
gardens turn to fields, the forests are
cleared as waterways and roads are built,

lizations swallowed each other with
past, present and futures. Warfare,
quest and colonization are as vital to H
momentum as fields and forests.
Just the same, globalization has bee
its savior. Without the *discovery’ of cen

tral to southern Africa, the Americas, ang

great mounds and temples are built.

And every time, it catches back up.
Society pushes too far and collapses. The
closer the people are to the earth and

their own wildness,
the easier it is to re-
turn, Sometimes soci-
eties try civilization
again. 50 you have
small and large flares,
Sooner or later it
always catches back
up.
This isn't what
collapse has always
looked like. Our now
global eivilization has
its roots in what is
now a part of the
Middle East, but once
was called
Mesopotamia. What
once was considered
the ‘Fertile Crescent.”
Here you get the same
thing: settlements, growth, deforestation,
warfare, expansion, and collapee. But
collapse here was different. Here civili-
zation is not such an isolated thing, but
a place of multiple civilizations and a
wider range of lands and people to take
over. The collapse and complete reduc-
Hon of one civilization was at the ex-
panse of another.

The collapse of the Ottoman, Ro-
man, Egyptian, Mesopotamian and other
early Eurasian civilizations was the con-
quering of one empire by another. Civi-
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would have consumed itself long ag
Instead it has moved from Eurasia a
the planet.
Char planet.
Or home.
But

adead place. To th
itis pur resources,

cost of all other life
Linear vision has 2
hard time under

pened is that this civi-
lization has spread it-
self across the entire
planet. Now there is
no where left to turn.,
There are no discover-

ies left. There are no
civilizations left. Only one civilization:
spread across the planet, organized and
run by electronic surveillance, distribu-
tion, production, communication and
control. As fields worked for centuries
turned to deserts, new forests and plains
were cleared. As trees were cut, people
started digging for new sources of fuel.
As that started to run low and be less
useful, the civilizers started cutting apart
the building blocks of life making both
energy sources and bombs. As wildness
runs slim, the synthetic landscape and
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the South Pacific Islands, this beas|

to the
civilizers, our planet s

survival of this civi
zation comes at the

standing the true

. M B "

they had worked for was coming undone
before their eyes. They could not see that
wide. We've spread ourselves thin. their perpetqal growth and progression
It may be one of the greatest ironies was ir!'l.pmmble. They could not see it
that the most powerful civilizations to when it was happening. )
have ever existed is also the most vul- Just the same, we aren’t seeing it
nerable. The civilizations that it is com- happening. We can’t even think of it
prised of were saved by places to expand I often wonder how the non-elites
and exploit. Ours, fortunately, is not so  viewed collapse. It seems that most of-
Iucky:. ten the farmers who were Eeev_dm?; the
The consequences of a 10,000 year growing ?ﬂ‘tﬂme‘Ht.‘i simply didn’t E»Tz
legacy of destruction are catchingup.  the benefit anymore and the :_elute cou
no longer force them. They su'nFl:,r left.
And those consequences are catchingup  Those closest to the earth, the hlte-rlfanf
quickly. Very quickly. Since the ﬂ'll!fl_‘ﬁrtl'l.ti' flesh, could ﬁeew?-nat was hp-
Mesopotamians first expanded their pening. There was no question that they
own reach, this civilization has been on  weren't gething as much out as tl?ey put
borrowed time. It has been saved time in. They saw the layers of top soil wash
and time again by new methods of ex- off into water ways. They saw the 513.11:-'.
panding and toying with carrying capac- drying up the earth exposed after the
ity. Unlike isolated places like Easter Is- forests were cut. Tl}-ey saw rh‘at the stor-
land where civilization grew slowly and age houses weren't being filled while
died off rapidly, this civilization had they worked harder and faced harsher
somewhere new to move. Each time, treatment. They eould #acamsmaphc
there was some place new to exploit. that was coming from either the natural
That is what has built this civiliza- world or a spiritual one.
tion and its worldview, The civilizers But either way, t.he}f could see the
with their shallow history have mistaken end days of that EI:‘..’]llzﬂhlm.
luck for normality. As new places on this They saw thlEl and theyl walked
planet run out, they’ve turned more lit- away. And with this, the fragile house
erally than ever before to what was once of cards came falling down. g
considered the heavens. The civilizers There are always those who cou
are no more prepared now than those see from the start what was happening.
before them to recognize the reality that There are always those who muldlsec
they continue to recreate. that the environment was changing.
We know that the civilizations that There are those who could see that rela-
left written records weren't seeing the tionships were changing. There are ﬂ'IOSIAE
end of their days. We know that even who realized this as a result of a synthetic
when there was no question that the society and those who could only see it
unending warfare and civil unrest and as the rfl_-sult 4:_:':‘ specific consequences of
scapegoat persecutions was all a part of thatsociety. ‘m you get wikch hlu_nts, you
an unraveling empire, those in power get persecution, you get gcnncu_je, you
refused to see it. getwarfare, and you get new legislation
They could not see it. and powers. The grasp n!‘-.p?wer always
They could not think that everything tightens the most when it is the weak-

[ =
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pociety takes its place.
We've spread ourselves far and



But we can’t see the true irony here. We
get used bo looking forward, looking to-
wards the sky, we create god and then
we spend the rest of our time trying to
become it. We don't look down., We
don’t look inward.

Look back at the origins and spread
of civilization. You start with settlements
where populations expand. Wild seeds
are brought into domesticated gardens,
Domesticated gardens turn to fields of
crops. Wild animals are herded and bred
into stock animals, Villages turn to cit-
ies. Shamans turn to priests. Chiefs turn
to kings. Open settlements turn into
forts. You get cores, you get peripheries.
You get elites and producers. You get
those in between. You get armies and
police, You expand and colonize, You get
slaves and masters, workers and bosses.

It doesn’t always happen like this.
Many societies are content to stick with
gardens, villages, shamans, chiefs, and
a certain level of warfare. This way of
living can remain relatively egalitarian
and relatively sustainable for some time.
But it has happened like this. Our real-
ity is testament to this. Growth, left un-
checked, leads only to more growth. And
growth is an endemic discase.

At first only a small number of these
societies existed. Butk they grew. They ran
into each other violently and swallowed
each other. They spread throughout the
world. They became one. They became
us. They grew so they could no longer
sustain themselves. They needed food,
fuel, water, and labor. They cut the for-
ests, they pulled up the coal, they cut
open atoms, they pulled up oil and natu-
ral gases, they tapped underground res-
ervoirs, and they dammed rivers, and
took the rays of the sun. They act like
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they could do this forever.

We act like we can do this forever,

Those who have always seen the
problems with this anti-life of growth
have always resisted it. They fought and
were fought against. They still figh
They have nothing to lose because wit]
out their world, they are nothing. '
are those who never forgot what it means
tor be human. Those who never forgot
what it means to be an animal, And for
this, they are ignored and slaughtered. |
don’t doubt that they ever saw the
plague and fall of past civilizations an
less than they do now. I don’t doubt that
these ‘savages’ were ignored any less
before than they are now.

I'm left wondering how many of
those past civilizations had people like
M. King Hubbert. Technocrats and coms-
posers of a synthetic reality who saw a
fatal flaw and could point it out in the
only way technocrats can understand it:
the language of efficiency. In 1949,
Hubbert realized that the world peak in
oil production was coming rather
quickly. He wasn't the first to notice, buk
one of the first to be taken seriously.

At least to be taken somewhat seri-
ously. Hubbert knew that his findings
weren't just a figure, but potentially the
leoming end of the world as we've made
it over the last few centuries. The global
civilization, carried and maintained by
an extensive technological and industrial
framework, could not survive withouta
major source of energy. And probably
could not survive if that source of energy
wasn't cheap enough.

Perhaps in the 1950's, it was easier
to think that this would simply disable
the last few centuries of progress and
growth. The continued progress and
growth have only amplified the out-
come: we have torn down and replaced
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They've become obsolete. We are no
longer adding to past technological
progress: we are replacing and erasing
both the tools and the knowledge neces-
sary to downscale. The future of civili-
zation is dependent upon one thing: an-
other source of cheap energy.

It is looking far less likely that a
knight in shining armor will come to the
rescue. There isn't much time. Contem-

'y W

of the

e gt

% ayan Tem ple

poraries of Hubbert have continued both
his work and his search for an alterna-
tive. One in particular, Colin Campbell,
gave a timeline. By his findings, the best
case scenario is a sharp peak in world
oil production arpund 2015-2020, The
waorst case scenario is that the peak hap-
pened nearly ten years ago. So even un-
der the best case scenario, there would
have to be a massive change over in the
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next decade for this system to survive.

Of course this begs the question: is
this survival or just more borrowed time?
It is inevitable that civilizations will con-
tinually outgrow themselves, Perhaps
the only relevant question left is what
will be left when they can’t carry on?
What has gone up even farther can only
look forward to a harsher fall.

As the end of cheap oil flies back at
us, the question that is being asked is if

Il'mcripflfma&,— f‘;]ulique

we should draw down our h!chnn]ﬂg}r
and downscale :uu'ii.rr!.-' or what the alter-
native energy will be. Mot many people
are really jumping ship. At least not yet.
It's not talked about that neither of those
choices is really a realistic option or that
they are desirable ones. Hubbert and his
followers point towards nuclear power
as one of the best prospects for alterna-
tives. It may be the only realistic one, but
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I'd hope more people are able to recog- more complicated than this.
nize that it also amplifies the worst case What the end of the era of cheap and
scenario of civil crash by the hundreds. widely available oil does mean is tha
The civilizers have yet to come to society has become more vulnerable,
terms with the fact that civilizationisand say more vulnerable intentionally.
will continue to outgrow itself. Any al- nomadic gatherer/hunter life that we are
ternative will eventually run out as all born for is successful for one primary
the past ones have. There will be more reason: itis adaptable, The more options
people, fields will continue to produce you have and the less baggage you have
less, the quality of crops will continue to to keep you from moving on or working
decrease, E&em--ercrmvdmgofcit:ies will with others, the better your chances of
continue, the need for more and more ‘success’. All the same, horticultural (g
energy will not end. This is what ourglo- dening societies) are more *successful’
rious future has to offer: more of the than agricultural (field farming societies)
same, but always worse than before.  because of their relative diversity and
And we've yet learned to distrust ability to trek when NECessary.
the technocrats. They said DDT was safe. Disaster, as we know it, is a dire
They said lead paint was safe. They say consequence of settlements. Droughts
work and growth are good. They say happen. Other plants and animals have
pesticides and insecticides arenot harm-  high and low points. Hunting isn‘t al-
ful. They say nuclear power is safe. They ways successful. There are plenty of
say technology is safe when handled ways that the day to day life of a nomadic
correctly. They say technology can be gatherer/hunter can be inconvenienced,
used correctly. They say massive arms but none of them are so tragic. You can
build up will keep us safe. They say an always move or join up with other bands
offensive defense is better than a defen- or eat different foods. If you see early
sive offense. warning signs of severe weather, you can
And what have we gained? Physi- respond quicker. As the recent tsunamis
cal and emotional disease, social up- throughout Indochina left a death toll of
heaval, psychologically unfulfilling lives, over a quarter of a million, the gather-
and a bunch of self-depleting junk just ingand hunting peoples of the Andaman
to name a few. Perhaps we should start Islands, like all wild beings, knew what
asking what we've lost. was coming ahead of time and re-
And more importantly, we should sponded appropriately,
be asking what we have to gain. These same peoples, who have
evaded expanding Indian rule for cen-
The peak in world il production, turies now, were capable of understand-
though extremely significant, does not ing the world around them and accept-
alone cause collapse. Hitting the peak in ing what they saw. They were capable
world oil production does not mean that  of responding. The would-be and cur-
global civilization will immediately fall rent colonizing forces, like their entire
apart and be done with. As [ said ear- kind, have always said that the rule of
lier, collapse is abouta process. The peak  civilization is inevitable. They're prob-
in oil production is only a factor in that ably not noticing the irony that this kind
timeline. The end of this society is much  of event offers.
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aduction throughout the world

Weather like this is something that spread pr

has always happened. It has toppled civi- makes it weak. Only a hﬂldfuli;i;:rﬂpb
lizations before, but not by itself. Settle- serve as the bulk oﬂ_heworldt:‘} wrpg
ments make society more vulnerable, ply. As we've seen in the last few years,

Being dependent on certain crops makes such selective breedmghand msl;:r:
society more vulnerable. Having alarge  trade networks makes t erlit \f. s i;
population that is not directly involved We almost lost the ba_:nhna :l.st ﬁ 1
in basic subsistence activity makes a so- single blight. The Iris polas fi:;t'lmn
ciety vulnerable. A society having over- may prove bo be a tiny version q g3
ised a great deal of farm land and run- tocome. .
Ling lmg-.r omn sources of fuel makes a so- .fu! major and minor cxﬁ:f m::
ciety vulnerable. All of these things, risk,]ustasm.m'amfl lrli::;irth:se o 5
taken on their own, are very serious in :-::. waf'i we c:ﬁlﬂ u: ;: i m{ﬂ]{;ﬁ
ir implications for a society. ause it wou t
& A ::Ii:vﬂizaticm is likely to endure us to live without bananas. 5¢hw;; t:'u:li
hardship in any one of these areas. Poli- it wouldn’t impact us so mulfj . Bul by
licians can maneuver their way through people who make DI.J!I‘ '-:3:1 Ems:m .
drought and maintain order. Just 't:ue thrnr;ghm:ltt W$xmpMdu; h::}. Hoal
same, they can handle a large popula- work aren’t so ite. :
:[J:fmmsm idea of how to feed them-  lose, we m.mpmgusif:np:.m al‘::raﬁ
selves. A great loss of lives to a ‘natural will fall when no one w:d li‘::.;tﬂ;l cta';iot
disaster’ or great deal of structural dam- forward. I know it's ha N 1: S5k
age can be dealt with, mrerlm_kthes:lufr}nss of life that come:
But when they are combined, any with this sort of thing. H
one of these could simply be a trigger. This is just one example. Anyw
This is what we need to understand:  we 'Il:u_:t'k,. we will find muref |
our global civilization is spreading itself Fish and other u-ceani} e ;:re :r SL;:E;
out thinly across the planet. Because of food for a vast chunk ﬂmt1 ‘f ; t:;r prd
its ultra-exploitative nature, itis vulner- pupul_auongveruh::hm\gu:ed tan:ra-nflfm&
able in nearly every conceivable aspect. mhﬁ:v:re E?shm\g have cat Sy,
We can’t see that now. We look out toa  most significant loss of h.fe-uni e p :
world ordered and driven by civilized By now we should all be at least S?EE:
and technological manipulation. Wesee what aware uf the -mru‘chugno?r; :ra : t!f
a world where politicians can see and forestation. Wme_'r!t:iegsan r:; = -;ui
hear everything we say, do, and, possi- ecosystems, the sol niES k:-.fand ‘xE.m
bly, think. While power has never been and \-Tashr:-s mmrwelzs;t la b
so strong and so consolidated, ithasalso  carrying all the synt : i byt e
never been so weak in so many places were supposed m::mmi up the loss e
and so completely susceptible to dis- 1'lt. We lose |:u|.---2t':5Er| :tcb:ei hu:}fs_:en. e
ing i i : yEgen, w .
e e o e e ave fo start noticin this be-
In reality, civilization has bred the cause I-rw.s. sha.ln': lamd with Lf:lsi._:-\.l'i_lat -.;e
conditions for its own demise, aren’t seeing is the loss o |I-e in the
The same technology that makes it oceans tll'xat is just as absolgrﬂﬁf}rfnoc?;-
pussible to create a global economy and  sary to life on this planet as orests.
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ing or very close to it. Qur economic vi-

sion doesn't understand ecological real-
ity. Ecosystems don't work like markets:
you can't lose in one area and make up
for itin another. You can’t lose coral reef
and replace it with something new,
something farmed or something entirely
synthetic. Healthy ecosystems need a
real balance: one that cannot be easily or
materially reproduced.

And, unlike the markets, running
one business dry doesn't lead o an im-
mediate crash. The earth doesn’t work
like that. By our standards, it happens

slowly. S50 we can go on ignoring it, just
like we ignored cancer from DDT,
nuclear waste, lead, and the like. By the
time we notice, it's too late to do any-
thing about it.

That is, too late to do anything but
to stop destroying life and try to learn
how to live again. Unfortunately, the
stubbornness and determination that
we're so proud of keeps us from learn-
ing lessons. We're too proud to look to
coral reef to see what we are doing
WIONg.
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Monk's Mound, Cahokia
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Like past civilizations, we will
day learn that lament and regret won
redeem us. Only action will.
Learning that we can’t live witho
forests, without coral reef, without wild
fish populations, or that we can’t li
with lead, oil and coal mining, electri
ity, and DDT doesn’t mean that we caf
find a way out of this mess witho
changing to the core, Understanding
these things and the fragility of the world
we create and maintain daily can only
lead to a completely different appro
to how we live, see and think about the
world around us. Faced with a world of

diseases, of destruction continually am-
plified by technological progress, of de=
pression and deprivation, we must come
to understand that civilization, with all
of its concrete and mental institutions,
cannot continue.

The collapse of our global civilization is
inevitable. Theories point out that we've
passed the peak or are going to very soon
and argue for a long and dragging de-
mise or a quick one. But even the most
pessimistic rarely accounts for the fact

6O

that the greatest shake ups typically
come from those vulnerable areas that
we least expect.

And most of us forget that one of
those vulnerable areas is: ourselves, the
civilized, the humans. Our own self do-
mestication has not changed who we are.
What we eat, the way we live, the chemi-
cals we've been breathing, eating, and
wrapping ourselves in have all affected
us seriously, but, for the most part, our
bodies and minds have not changed.
Every child is born ready for the "stone
age world',

We are still animals. We are still a
part of the natural world. We are skill
apart of natural ecosystems. That psy-
chological split that has been instilled in
us, the human ‘us’ versus the wild
‘them’, keeps us from realizing this, but
itis no less true that when talking about
ecological reasons for collapse we're still
talking about ourselves. This is the part
we've forgotten.

Past civilizations have gone through
the long drawn out process of collapse.
They have been stressed, have warred,
have burned against each other, have sac-
rificed themselves, have prayed and
preyed, or simply ignored the end of the
world they created.

But the death of civilization is not
some wholly external thing. Yet that's
the only way we're usually allowed to
imagine it, and it's a popular way. We
see the end of our world as a battle be-
tween God and Satan over human souls
and a division between heaven and hell.
Mearly every society that has challenged
carrying capacity and faces an inevitable
collapse of their new system has to cre-
ate two new myths: their origins and
their demise. Both always come at the
hands of the gods.

These are important stories/reali-
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ties. Not only clo they set the tone for
seeing humans and even particular so-
cicties as removed from the Fest of life,
they set the tome for that Progressing
worldview. They set the cofmMerstone for
linear and historical thought. For the first
time, there is a beginning and an end.
This is life, spread out onaline and iso-
Jated. History and heritage become im-

rtant. Sacrifice, most often kaking the
form of work, becomes a virtug,

What is most important for us here,
is the realization that the more 3 spciety
becomes distanced from the natural
world, the more distant theit pod /s be-
come, The more distant theil pod /s be-
come, the more external their reality.
What you end with is simple: change is
out of our hands, the most We can do is

ay taxes/tribute and live Mora] lives.
We look to our own lﬂgﬂf}" in the space
of theirs: History. The line I'eplaces the
circle in reality and in thought,

When we accept that the creators
and controllers of our lives and gur real-
ity are out of our reach, wesUender our
responsibility and our agency. We can
no longer change things. Civilization
pecomes just as external a5 the god/s
wha crafted it. It is .l:umtrthil_'tg happen-
ing to us rather than something that we
create and maintain. Something that will
end, but not something we cal epd. Here
the domesticators really Knowy what
they’re doing: they've instilled helpless-
ness into our pathology.

We can except the end of oy werld,
so long as it is god /s taking back what
they started. We can say and do noth-
inﬂ: but live in a moral manner, We con-
cern ourselves with our personal and iso-
lated lives while ignoring the Jeath of
the natural world and the deca~ys of our
being. We ignore our own age€ncy in the
collapse of civilization.

Gl
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No matter what w

posed itself on life and the world.

MNo matter what our choice is, we are
destroying civilization, Our choice is re-
ally about whether that role is active or
passive. Our choice is about the world
we live in and the world we want to live
in. Our choice is about how and when
we're going to get there.

When civilizations collapsed in the
past. There were most often periods of
horrible blight. People tend to tolerate a
lot when they're incapable of seeing
what direction they are heading. Like
I've said, you get famine, war, despera-
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e do, no matter
how much we’re trying to save eiviliza-
tion or drag out the process of collapse,
we are contributing to the collapse of
civilization. But not always in a very
preferable way. We do it by living as a
part of this self-destructive system and
continually denying our own wildness,
or we give into our animali by, our wild-
ness, and do something about it. I con-
sider this taking part in the primal war:
the refusal and resistance to domestica-
tion wherever and whenever it has im-

Mayan Pyramid Ruins

thing else we see as social ills. The gap
between the socio-political have and
have nots is at a peak. And in this peak
of despair, through the war, bloodshed
and finger pointing, those that have
killed each other simply walk away.

Atsome point people recognize that
civilization is not something external tg
their reality. The hegemonic grasp of the
elites erodes in the face of hunger and
intolerable oppression. Like the old say-
ing goes: the boss needs us, we don’t

need the boss. But we can apply that
more widely: replace boss with machine,
fields, work, god/s, economy, politics,
or civilization. We've lived without all
of these things and we don't need them.
They are killing us. The city and the
countryside stand between us and a so-
-:‘_iety that can support the next genera-
tions. Work stands between us and life.
Progress stands between a healthy liv-
able world and a suffocating one. Those
whao built the temples of god-kings, those
who filled the granaries, those who
worked in the fields, those who built
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toads, cut forests, those who crushed
opposition, all of them hit a point when
It was painfully obvious that they were
putting far more into the system than
they were getting in returm.

Most of them always knew this. Just
like most of us still know this. But what
is different is that they realized they
could do something about it. Tired of
waiting for god, they stopped civiliza-
tion, Whether it was through killing
elites, sabotaging tools, burning grana-
ries, homes and temples, symbolic de-
struction, ignoring or torching the fields,
or simply stopping production through
walking away: they took back their
agency. They stopped believing that they
needed the system like it needed them.
They resisted and hit power where it
hurts: they rendered it useless,

I think the last point is the most im-
portant one, There has never been a revo-
lution against civilization, and if there
were, it's not likely that it would be suc-
cessful, Revolutions are limiting. They
seek to make great changes, but both in
historical and practical senses they take
a certain shape, form and target. To take
on the system, revolutionaries take up
that same form not necessarily of will,
but because it is the only thing that they
know and because the only way they
know how to attack is on the systems’
terms.

In short, revolutions always become
political rather than anti-political. Poli-
tics are messy. You can't talk about poli-
tics without using the political-legalese
and logic. It is a worldview that takes
hierarchy, power, and bureaucracy as a
fact of life. And the revolutionaries end
up taking it in. You get specialists, divi-
sions, leadership (in the form of positions
of power or influence), and you get
armies, That is because revolutions aim
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at overtaking a certain sysbem or source
of power. They need something simple
to get people to join their ranks, to throw
their lives on the line, and to get people
to come together for one target and many
offenses. If you want to take power on,
you need a revolution.

But if you want to take power out,
then you need something different.

I talk about the war being waged
against domestication since it first came
about. This is another part of the primal
war. It's a war without magnificent
battlefields and victories, but a war that
is waged through the existence of an
imposing order. This war is based not
off of ideals about how things could be,
but an understanding of how things are,
Specifically, it is about an understand-
ing of the wildness within and around
us. It is about understanding what the
domesticators fear so much and have
tried to take from us. It is about taking
that wildness back.

Primal war takes resistance and
rewilding to be one in the same. There is
no platform or proper path; there is no
set goal that each individual must
achieve, There is no organization, poli-
tics, economics, and the like. 1t looks like
people breaking mediation and connect-
ing on their own terms. It can look like a
group of people recreating community
in the original sense. It can look like
people digging up fiber optic cables or
derailing trains carrying coal. Or it looks
like bulldozers, earth movers, strip malls,
luxury homes, and logging equipment
in flames. Or it looks like people learn-
ing about wild foods and primal lifeways
and breaking their own dependency on
civilization. Or it looks like the replant-
ing of wild and native species with an
understanding of what a healthy ecosys-
tem is. And it is all of these things.
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All of this is a part of taking our lives
back. It is about breaking our depen-
dency and taking back our agency. It is
about understanding our role in a de-
structve and self-consuming civiliza-
ton. It is about understanding the inevi-
table end that we are only making worse,
It is about taking action and becoming
agents of collapse in an active way,

This is something that is something
different than revolution by its very na-
ture. Itis anti-political in practice. Rather
than attempting to take on civilization
in its own terms, it takes an understand-
ing of civilization and how it works and
uses it against it. It is about exploiting
the weaknesses of the global empire. It
is about dismantling power rather than
seizing it. That may look like insurrec-
tions or it may look like people walking
away from civilization. Or it may look
like ELF type arsons or armed attacks on
key points on the electrical power grid
that is the lifeblood of civilization. It
takes active confrontation on every level
and a refusal to passively sit back as civi-
lization continues to destroy this planet,
our home.

Revolutions have typically centered
on a nihilistic urge to simply destroy the
old system. More often than not, theyve
failed cn this point. But the nihilistic urge
to start over from nothing never goes

deep enough. Rejecting ‘everything’
never goes deep enough. [t never leaves
that individualism and egoistic
worldview that the domesticators cre-
ated to keep us as concerned tax payers
rather than conscious of the scale of our
daily lives.

It doesn't break that self/ Other split
that the domesticators create. It tells us
that we are external to the world. It's
opposite, biocentrism, does the same
thing. It reminds us that we are separate
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or million years from now. Is there some-
way to more safely shut off nuclear
power and keep it shut off?

The concrete, steel and glass will al-
ways be an issue, but it's one I'm actu-
ally a bit less concerned about. The bulk
of civilized work is busy work. I'd say
even with our proud and ‘ingenious’
civilization, nearly all work done is main-
tenance work. The roads always have to
be redone, cracks have to be filed, walls
needed painted, fertilizers, pesticides
and insecticides need spread, the lawn

from a world and a wildness whid
external to our being and far more
portant. In attacking that self/Oth
split, primal war is really about an U
derstanding and love of life and wil
ness, Itis fnrsorm:thir'Lg rather than sin
ply against something. It is about son
thing you can feel, see and breathe, g
just something that sounds nice. [
something that has worked for millig
of years.

Primal war spreads from the
that only a deep love creates. It is abof

That takes some serious work.
Walking away doesn’t erase the im-
¢t of any civilization. It never has.
me have permanently changed the
jonal ecosystems in negative ways far
ure than others, but on a long enough
e line, this is always temporary. Wa-
yways, protective/offensive walls,
mes and temples will be grown over.
ven the huge temples of the classic
ava were so overgrown that the first
slonizing Europeans hardly noticed
liem.

a totalistic and relentless attack on §
system that is killing us and our wor
for all that we can be separated. It d
mands action, but that is action t
comes from within, not from leaders an
platforms. It demands that we take th
collapse of civilization seriously and ta
action to bring it on quicker while s
ening the impact of the crash.

1 said from the start that | fear the col
lapse but I know it is something that
happening, something that must hag
pen. But I don’t want to give the impre
sion that primal war is any kind of pa
cea or that it will make life easier or sin
ply a safe place of refuge, There is
simple solution.

With a deep understanding of wild:
ness comes a return to responsibility
Civilized living is about distancing o
selves from the consequences of our a
tions. We don’t have to see where o
trash goes, where our clothes and other
crap is made, where our food and fuel
comes from. But a world without civili
zation and without a global technologi
cal network is a world where conse-
quence is not something distant. We
have to readjust our thought and action
to the community level in ecological and
social terms.

ot

However, no past civilization had
concrete, machines and nuclear power
anymore than they had electronic sur-
veillance and guns. There is no histori-
cal precedent for collapse on the scale of
our own. Our own collapse is like all tlu.-
past ones, but amplified to scale. We will,
in time, readjust as a species. We're adlap—
tive and, hopefully, capable of learning
from our past. .

The immediate period requires a lot
more consciousness raising and a lot of
concrete razing. There is work tobe done
everywhere. We should be conscious of
what areas of civilization are going to
affect us the most a hundred, thousand
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needs mowed and the leaves raked.
Pushing aside wildness is a daily chore.
It's weeding the garden. The willingness
of life and wildness to continue existing
will always be stronger than the ability
of conerete to hold itself together. 1t has
no life and no purpose aside from what
we giveit. It will fade in time. The frailty
of the world that domestication has built
is something we can see daily.

There is a concern over the sheer loss
of wild life and wild places. There are
far less places for us to return to, that
much is true. This is usually taken as an
argument against collapse and for either
reforming civilization or taking steps
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through civilization for a ‘soft landing’
rather than a crash. The books fooding
the public consciousness on collapse all
push for the latter, but there is very little
reality to back up such a pipe dream
were it even socially possible. What it
would look like is more of the same, but
with an even larger gap between the rich
and the poor. Look at the life of luxury’
that the rich have built, you think they'll
give up golf courses and mansions out
of good will for the earth or even their
children?

But the earth is strong. Wildness is
strong. The only thing holding it back is
us. Left untended, healthy ecosystems
will return. Granted it will take some
time and readjustment, but probably far
less than what we would be led to be-
lieve. If you look at fields left fallow, you
can see how quickly new life emerges.
The forests that are left are always try-
ing to spread beyond the lines we place
before and arcund them. Invasive spe-
cies drown them out, but those invasive
species are only a piece of a larger pic-
ture. Invasive species are like the civili-
zations that breed them. They are plants
and animals that feed off of disturbed
areas. They are the invited guests of the
first gardens and have spread through a
world were once healthy ecosystems are
torn apart and left in shambles. When the
disturbance encs, the wildness will creep
back in. The earth may not be able to fully
endure another 10, 20, 100 years of in-
dustrial civilization, but it is strong
enough for this.

And it can always use halp, We can
learn about the native scosysbems sl
their interconnections, While we can and
should never think we are capalile of e
doing what the earth shaped over mil
lions of years, We can do our best bo
and reintroduce and spread nalive
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back into their niche.
This demands a trust and respect for
life that we have lost to short term vi-
sion. And this is where the critique of
domestication really hits home: what
does this all mean in terms of personal
action? We've never really had a hard
time understanding that the wild ani-
mals around us rarely have a hard time
seeking out food in the forest. But when
it comes to us, it's almost impossible to
imagine. We're incapable of seeing be-
yond the garden. 50 we beg the ques-
tion: is a nomadic gatherer,/hunter life
preferable or feasible over a return to
small scale horticulture? To both, I'd say
yes.
Momadism is what has shaped o
reality. It is what a lived ecology looks
like. Horticultural societies, compared
agricultural and, especially, industrial
agricultural societies, are relatively suss
tainable. [ have no innate opposition t
them and no lack of solidarity with such
struggling peoples. But if we're talki
about the steps we are to take in our o
lives, I see a nomadic or semi-nomadit
gathering and hunting life as the mos|
ideal. Considering the kind of transi
tional stages that wild and feral place
are going to have to go through
sedentism would amount to suicide. |
lacks the adaptivity that a nomadic Ll
carries. It keeps us from over runni
areas or depleting all life in any parti
lar area. It keeps our social life movi
and allows us to split off to keep tensiol
low, It breaks the possibility for our of
session with property, possessions ank
nationalism. It is and always has been
birewcling ground for anarchy.
Andd it places wildness over the dg
mestivated, It places the forest before
wardlen, That pegquires more knowledg
wiiel phisie el i our own part, b

most of all, it requires us to once again
trust wildness and learn to live without
fear of a dark and looming Future and
without the need to meet the expecta-
tions of History. It requires a return to
the moment so that there may be a fu-
ture. The garden is a short term solution.
It keeps us settled and better protected
from the changes that come with the sea-
S0MNS,

It keeps us tamed. While not every
wild plant or animal serves us the same
as crops like tomatoes, potatoes and
beans, we have to understand the impor-
tance of an entire ecosystem versus se-

s % »
eties and things they are all more than
happy to have in their lives. At the same
time, they are almost all identifying as-
pects of horticultural life. While many of
us might not see them as preferable, we'd
be arrogant to think these wouldn't arise
again in the societies we ourselves may
begin to shape. That comes back to our
short term thinking. In our lives and our
children’s lives these may not be an is-
sue, but societies are organic and tend
to follow the same flow in the same cir-
cumstances. Either way, a horticultural
society that we create now, by its nature,
will either be far stricter socially and less

lected plants solely for our own good.
Lardens make us more vulnerable, And
vulnerability has always led to the ills of
horticultural societies: a tendency to-
wards patriarchy, warfare, the roots of
tuercive power, stricter social regulation,
the potential for poverty and catastro-
phe, and less social flexibility.

Of course, these are things that have
become core parts of horticultural soci-
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prone to individual expression and dis-
covery, or it will look like nearly every
other horticultural society to have ex-
isted.

Or the opposite is true. The short
term future will be the true tragedy.
Those who benefit from keeping us
afraid of each other and our own human
nature have always told that without
their power and control we would return

oS



to our savage nature and return to a
world of murder, rape, and pillaging.
There is no real grounding for this, but
there is always the fear that some have
actually instilled this Machiavellian
drive for power. 5o there is the fear of
the Mad Max post-collapse society. |
have to be honest, it is possible. Butin a
world of nomadic gatherer /hunters,
there is little left for these roaming ban-
dits to loot and little to take over. With
no basis for power and nothing left to
exploit, they'll fade with the civilization
that breeds them.

But where there are gardens there
are settled societies and there is a threat,
When societies have settled, raids have
always been a threat and a reality. The
granary and the storage house are still
new to humanity. They're not things
we're accustomed to and they can be
corrupting. We were never meant to deal
with property and personal possessions
as we've created with settled society. So
long as these things exist, that created
side of ourselves that our own psyches
are incapable of predicting or controlling
may arise.

I could always be very wrong. But
our own history makes us far less pre-
dictable than some of us would like to
believe. How future generations live will
be based more upon how our societies
exist rather than what we think they
should look like. That is something we
need to consider.

And that is also a practical concern.
We need to be thinking about change in
terms of generations rather than just our-
selves. On a personal level, we could all
go feral, but the true “test’ of rewilding
doesn’t lie within ourselves and our
lives, but with the next generations.
Some of the questions we need to be ask-
ing are about what we will teach them.
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How will they grow up? This is pos
where we have the most to learn fi
indigenous societies. [t means, at bal
return to wildness and a return
own instinets. For the next generati
it becomes even clearer that a primy
concern ought to be about rebuildi
community and bringing civilizati
down sponer than later. 7

For any action we take, there will be ¢ol
sequences, If we remain passive or
tive, there will be CONsSEqUences. o
may not be much time to respond a
there may be no real way of telling
much time there is, But we need to

ated, the reality that we continually
reate.

We need to understand what it |
we've lost and what it is we are losing
We need to do all of this, and we need §
act. Whether or not we ever wanted t
be in this position, whether or not wi
acknowledge it, this is our reality.

There is no promise of greatnes
There is no delusion of a perfect world
beyond ‘the collapse’. There is easy so-
lution. There is only us and the world
we help to create,

The sooner we realize this, the be
ter off we all are.

Rewild. Resist.

NOWAR BUT THE FEIMAL WAR!
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SOME USEFUL SOURCES

This is a bit of a preview of topics and work in my upcoming book, tentatively
titled Catalyst: the birth and death of civilization. Here these ideas will be flushed out
and dealt with much more thoroughly and with more documentation. Inthe mean-
lime, these are some good sources, though none are any where near anarchast or

anti-civilization in their orientation.

‘John Bodley, the Power of Scale: A Global History Approach. Armonk, NY: M.E.

Sharpe, 2003. Excellent global overview of the connection between population

size and political and ecological consequence. Like all of Bodley's books, focuses

on the real impacts of growth in an accessible manner.

*William Catton, Overshoot: the Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change, Urbana, TL:
University of Illinois Press, 1982. This is a brilliant and unfortunately overlooked
evaluation of the relationship between carrying capacity and the inevitable col-
lapse of civilizations,

*Tom Dale and Vernon Gill Carter, Topsoil and Civilization. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1955. Though long out of print, the influence of this book has
been profound. It looks at the ecological impact of civilizations and how the growth
of society ends in the abuse and overuse of the land base it grows from lfﬂdi-nj_{ (3]
collapse.

"Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies. Mew York:
W.W. Norton, 1999, Very popular book looking at various human societies and
what caused them to either “succeed” or “fail". ig

*Brian Fagan, Floods, Famines and Emperors: El Nino and the Fate of Civilizations.
New York: Basic Books, 1999. Comparable to Diamonds Guns, Germs and Steel,
but focuses on the relationship between natural weather patterns and their rela-
tionship to the collapse of civilizations.

*Richard Heinberg, The Party’s Over: Oil, War and the Fate of Industrial Societies.
Gabriola Island, BC: Mew Society Publishers, 2003. A recent overview of collapse
and our social and ecological reality with some good coverage of theories on col-
lapse with a realistic review of just what alternatives exist and if their inability to
sustain technological, industrial civilization, Unfortunately, the real conclusions
have been brushed aside by his far more reformist and passive follow up: Dirazp-
dotem.

*David Stuart, Anasazi America. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
2000. An archeologist and anthropologist in career, Stuart offers an extremely read-
able and human understanding of Anasazi society and its collapse with constant
connections b our own current situation.

“Joseph Tainter, The Collapse of Complex Societies. Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1988. This is a very dense archeological overview of collapse and col-
lapse theory, but a textbook on the subject. It has most of the shortcomings of
specialized academic approaches and can be frustrating in its look at single cause
theories regarding collapse, but Tainter's basic: marginal returns can be widely
understood holistically in ecological, social, psychological, political, spiritual, and
economic terms.
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Henews Locally

Derrick Jensen

this fall on Seven Stories Press, ]

What do we do with the fact that no matter what we do, we're involved in mas:

murder?

For now, I've got an answer. If you've
gotten this far in this book or if you're
simply anything other than entirely in
the sense that we probably agree that
civilization is going to crash, whether or
not we help bring this about, If you don't
agree with this, we probably have noth-
ing to say to each other (How “bout them
Cubbies!). We probably also agree that
this crash will be messy. We agree fur-
ther that since industrial civilization is
systematically dismantling the ecologi-
cal infrastructure of the planet, the
sooner civilization comes down
(whether or not we help it crash) the
more life will remain afterwards to sup-
port both humans and nonhumans.

If you agree with all this, and if you
don’t want to dirty your spirituality and
conscience with the physical work of
helping to bring down civilization, and
if your primary concern really is for the
well-being of those (humans) who will
be alive during and immediately after
the crash (as opposed to simply raising
this issue because you're too scared to
talk about the crash or to allow anyone
else to do so either), then, given, and 1
repeat this point to emphasize it, that
civilization is going to come down any-
way, you need to start preparing people
for the crash. Instead of coming to my
shows and attacking me for stating the
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[NOTE: This is taken from Derrick’s upcoming book, Endgame, which will be

obvious, go rip up asphalt in vaca
parking lots to convert them to neig]
borhood gardens, go teach people hos
to identify local edible plants, even in
city (especially in the city) so these peopll
won't starve when the proverbial s
hits the fan and they can no longer hea
off to Albertson's for groceries. Set
comumittees to eliminate or if approp.
ate channel the (additional) violence t
might break out.

We need it all. We need people e
take out dams, and we need people t¢
knock out electrical infrastructures, Wi
need people to protest and to chain the
selves fo trees. We also need peopla
working to ensure that as many people
as possible are equipped to deal with the
fall-out when the collapse comes. W
need people working to teach others
what wild plants to eat, what plants are
natural antibiotics. We need people
teaching others how to purify water,
how to build shelters, All of this can look
like supporting traditional, local knowl-
edge, it can look like starting roof-top
gardens, it can look like planting local
varieties of medicinal herbs, and it can
look like teaching people how to sing.

The truth is that although 1 do not
believe that designing groovy eco-vil-
lages will help bring down civilization,
when the crash comes, I'm sure to be first

7O

in ling knocking on their doors asking
[

- can. Do what

food.
People taking out dams do not have

i responsibility to ensure that people in
homes previously powered by hydro
know how to cook over a fire. They do p

however have a responsibility to support
the people doing that work.

Similarly, those people growing
medicinal plants (in preparation for the
end of civilization) do not have a respon-
sibility bo take out dams. They do how-
ever have a responsibility af Hre very lanst
o not condemn those people who have
chosen that work. In fact they have a re-
sponsibility to support them. They espe-
cially have a responsibility to not report
them to the cops.

It's the same old story: the good
thing about everything being so fucked

when they're large-scale and coordi-
nated. The infrastructure is monolithic
and centralized, so common tools and
techmiques can be used to dismantle it in
many different places, simultaneously if
o & 8 SO hEe] s

By contrast, the work of renewal
must be local. To be truly effective (and
to avoid reproducing the inddastrial in-
frastructure) acts of survival and liveli-
hood need to grow from particular land
bases where they will thrive. People need
b enter into conversation with each piece
of earth and all its (human and nonhu-
man) inhabitants. This doesn’t mean of
course that we can’t share ideas, or that
one water purification technique won't
be useful in many different locations. It
does mean that people in those places
need to decide for themselves what will

up is that no
matter where|
vou look, there
is great work tof
be done. Dol
what you love,
Do what yvou

*
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Further, resistance needs to be glo-

bal. Acts of resistance are more effective
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manifest in this one small place. The cell
phone tower needs to come down. It is
contiguous on two sides with abandoned
parking lots. Those lots need to come up.
Gardens can bloom in their place. We can
even do our work side by side.
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If there was a primal warrior ethos, it would be: prepare for the best and train fg
the worst.

We know civilization is collapsing, We know that it is only a matter of ti
before it becomes clear that we're well past the point of no return, We know thi
are changing quickly, and those changes will become more apparent sooner thaj
later. We know this, but we do not and can not know exactly how the process

collapse will meet its conclusion. We all have our ideas and our ideals, but none g
us know,

S0 if civilization is collapsing, then going feral and removing the barriers
we need to be doing more than just talk- There is no distinction betweer
ing about it. rewilding and resisting. because the

Most of us hope that there will be are intertwined with the fate of oul
conscious turn away from civilization. world, the fate of our communities, ang
We hope there will be a quick and easy our own fate. It is about connecting with
transition where we all act according to  our world while understanding the re:
what our bioregions dictate. We hope - ality that we're born into. It is about un
that the population will stabilize through derstanding the interconnectivity of a
choice rather than necessity. life and the threats posed by the civiliz

And these things might happen. In ing machine.
some places, these things are happening, There is no set program or move

But this is only on a micro-scale.  ment. It flows around self exploration

The large scale is a much more com-  and momentum, around the fulfillme
plicated picture. And whatever happy of being as opposed to those who fulfill

ending might finally arise may be along orders. So what the primal war might
time in the making, I think there is no look like in effect for you will always be
doubt that things will be getting far different than what it might look like for
worse before they getbetter. It isbecause me or anyone else. But the primary goal
of this that I emphasize the importance is the same: to rewild our lives and our
of recognizing and acting on our own world, For some, that might mean far
roles within the collapse of this global more physical resistance while others
civilization. Itis because of this that I say focus on more mental resistance. Some
we need to ready ourselves for the best might focus more on rebuilding commu-
and worst case scenario while being psy- nity while others might focus on under-
chologically prepared to deal with either. mining the civilized anti-community.

The primal war is about Some will spread awareness while oth-
undomesticating our lives. It is about erswill tear down powerlines. And some
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will do all of the above or any mixture
ol them.

" surrounded by the structure of conve-

s L AR

thern blown up and framed for you. It
means recognizing subtlety, distance,
and being open to the way other life com-
municates and reacts to your presence.
You have to expand your general aware-
ness. That serves practical purposes as
much as it does spiritual ones.

Mow, you can read so much about
how to start thinking for yourself, and
there are some excellent books out there
(Tamarack Song touches on this subject
in nearly everything he writes and has
lization, domestication has taken certain some excellent books on the :aubr::r:t with
primary aspects of our lives from us. We s ted Wﬂ}fsltuupen }ruu.r;mmsnefms_
have nothing to lose and everything to Checkout teac ll'ii,;dnun.org or mare
gain through working towards these. I'm tha.at.}l, but EEITE:! awn‘:mﬁr 1Is 5011;3-—
interested here in laying out what I see thing that can't be taught, GE y learned.
‘a5 some of the more heavily effected ar- Just the same ;S you can take EEmtTm
eas of our lives and some concrete things  to the woods, uE you can’t ma ﬁ Tef

e can do about it: love them. Nf_ﬂr should you really try,
P genuine experience can only come from
within. But this takes time and it takes
some effort. And it's not the kind of thing
you can really do in the city (Being aware
in a city is a talent of sorts, and can be
beneficial for more clandestine reasons,
but honestly 1 find cities and controlled
environments to just cause a sensory
overload and shut down. One of the few
decent Tom Brown Jr. books actually
deals with awareness and evasion in and
out of the city.).

With all this said, | do have some
suggestions for spreading your aware-
ness. All of them require being in wild
or rewilding places, preferably as far
from the noise and pollution of cities as
you can and where there are more non-
human animals than humans. When you
walk around, pay less attention to what
is right in front of you and see if you can
expand your vision and awareness to
your peripheral vision. As you walk,
take your time and leave behind your
schedules. Follow trails and ditch the

/3

Where your energy flows isn't nec-
pasarily the issue. All of these .thing;i are
necessary and all are intertwined. And
while the lived war against domestica-
tion might mean something different for
all of us, there are certain areas where
we could all benefit.

Whether we seek nothing less than
a full life beyond civilization or fm.:u.s
more explicitly on the destruction of civi-

OUR LO5SS OF AWARENESS

We're used to living and thinking in cit-
ies. While we're constantly at a high risk
of everything from being hit by cars, Ffilec'
trocuted, chemical spills, having things
drop on us, or what have you, we are

nience: we are involved with only as
much as we have to be and physical and
mental mediation keeps us from being
aware of our surroundings. We've got
high tech shoes, smooth crmcret:a-, qu-::.
to follow, linear paths left by buildings
and roads, and traffic lights. The effi-
ciency of a convenient and m!ur_ived
place simply requires that you cl:mmf_ue
thinking and here the structure of the city
has been most successful.

Existing in wildness, or simply be-
ing at all, means that you have to start
thinking for yourself. You have to be
aware of your surroundings and learn
how to take them in without having
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map and compass. If you see a deer trail,
take it for a while and try to squeeze
under the brush as they do. See what
they've been chewing on and what else
lies around.

Tracking, I believe, is the best way

to really expand your awareness. That
is tracking as the art as opposed to the
science. That requires that you look at
the whole picture rather than just read
and compare tracks, scat and gait. If you
want to expand your awareness, don't
simply process and
store the informa-
tion you see, you
have to take it in
and put yourself in
the position of the
animal you've been
tracking. It teaches
you about the ani-
mals around us by
walking through
their life. You learn
a lot this way, and
typically see far
more than you
could any other way. I've learned a lot
about the complexity and beauty of life
after being tricked by the intentionally
confusing trails of red fox. There's a lot
on tracking out there, but I really iden-
tify most with the way that Paul
Rezendes, his student Mark Elbroch, and
Tamarack approach it: as awareness
{look in the reviews section for recom-
mendations). The point is rarely to find
an animal as opposed to simply under-
standing its life.

Tracking is just one way to under-
stand the world around you, And it
breaks the naturalists’ position as ob-
server by making you a participant in the
world. This is a vital step. Simply enjoy-
ing the ambiance of the forest or the seen-
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

ery is nice, but isn't exactly a direct
to reintegrating yourself into wildni
Take the initiative, get some field gui
and learn about the plants and ani
Become rooted in your bioregion. Ag
this takes time, but it is an import
step. Watch the growth, flowering, see
ing, death, and regrowth of the pla
Learn when and where vou can find @
tain plants. Challenge yourself and log
for how life interconnects. Play in th
mud, sit silently for hours, be ready
cancel your pla
when you st
upon another
mal that's allowi
you to see it, lea
how to see, sme
and feel the worl
around you and
joy it. That's how
life was meant f
be.

Now, t
strict revolutionar
ies 1
insurrectionarie
might see this as mindless play thati
destroying civilization. In a sense, they'né
right. It doesn’t have the same effect a
toppling power lines, but it does so
thing just as important: it builds the
deep connections to the world where 2
true hatred of civilization and urgency
to destroy it and pull people out of its
grasp comes from. Simply put: if we
don't learn about life, then we'll never
be able to defeat what is threatening it
and even less likely will we be able ta
live without it.

¥YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

Chur health is wretched. That should be
nothing shocking or new, but that

7

plenty and periods of less, and
jlaptivity. That's a diet that matches the
nomadic life that our bodies evolved for

wsn't make it any less important. We portant and easy to talk about becaiyge
fe meant to eat a diet rooted in our way  they grow over so much of .thE: world,
il living. That means a diet with a lotof But greens are almost always Seasory]
ariation, seasonal changes, periods of and only apartofa Iargerld.le’f- If we ayre
living as wild peoples, we're gOIng to be
eating a larger mix of foods: from a hu ge
number of animal and insect life to the
many (highly nutritious) mushroorms
that grow, but also we need o be thin k.
ing about ‘hidden” food sources like -
bers that play a large part in most indjg_
enous diets and nuts.

A part of changing the type of fond
we eat also means changing the way we
think about food, We think 3 meals, 5
day, usually dinner being the largest.
While a lot of indigenous diets haye
cooked food, the more nmnad.u‘_ the gq-
ciety the far less you're likely to find pro-
cessed foods. Simple stews are univer.
gal, but most food is eaten raw OF roasted,
While there are meals and often feasts,
the bulk of what is eaten is eaten like we
eat enacks: a bit here and there. It's an
adaptive way of eating: eat when you‘re
hungry and there's food around or go
out and find something when you“re
hungry. That's not to say most indjg.
enous peoples necessarily eat less: the
tend to eat as much or more, but the
eat differently. And someday, hopefully,
s0 will we.

Diet means everything for health,
Nearly all diseases that we face now are
the products of domesticated living ang,
more recently, industry. Diseases require
a large sedentary pupu!ahﬂh s0 that
what starts as a minor vVirus can he
passed back and forth through one
population until it mutates into somg.
thing threatening. Nomads leave thejy
waste behind them and cut out a num,.
ber of potential sources for would be dis-
ease. Our bodies, over time, adapt to oyr
surroundings. For example, what woulg

75

wnd flourish in.

The food we eat mirrors our conve-
nient and efficient reality: we strip down
nutrition to the bare bones of necessity
and assume that what we put together
through artificial and isolated vitamins,
minerals, and so on is just as good as
what they're simulating. We're slowly
learning that we're dead wrong.
Beached grains, factory farmed meats,
genetically engineered crops, sugars, the
whole lot of our diet is about making us
full and giving us only enough energy
1o go through the mindless motions of
work, leaving us feeling powerless and
unmotivated to do anything about our
situation and to spend more money than
wi make.

Orur bodies are starving even when
our stomachs are full. We're given filler
to keep us running. Mumford long ago
noticed that the original machine was
comprised of human bodies long before
the tools and machinery that they pro-
duced. Modern food and medicine is our
equivalent of oil: it keeps us running and
temporarily fixes our problems, but no
machine is ever expected to run for very
long. We're easily replaced, so mainte-
nance is kept to a minimum.

Toundo our domestication, we have
to start eating differently. That means
incorporating wild foods and learning
about wild medicinals. We need to think
differently about wild foods. There tends

to be an {E}Eten times satirical) emphasis
solely on wild greens and plants like
dandelions. Sure enough, they are im-
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cause sickle cell anemia among descen-
dants of uprooted Africans is what kept
their ancestors from catching malaria
which spread even further through glo-
balization and the cutting of forests
where soil and above ground water sup-
plies sat in the sun creating breeding
grounds for the mosquitoes that carry
malaria.

A number of diseases are similar to
malaria: they only became real issues
when massive populations became ex-
posed to them and spread through glo-
balization and expansion. That's not to
give the impression that people are iso-
lated, but most of these conditions can’t
keep up with a walking pace over a far
enough distance to really spread. What
starts out small only increases with
population. Cities breed disease and cre-
ate something far more potent than any-
thing ever imaginable beforehand. That
iswhy the diseases brought upon indig-
enous peoples over the last five centu-
ries have been so deadly.

Cities have always been focused on
efficiency. The diet of the peasants was
always worse than that of the elites and
the diet of the urban poor was even
worse. You get a whole lot of filler: wheat
in Europe, rice in Asia, corn in the Ameri-
cas. Poor diets wreck the body. I'm of-
ten amazed at how the human body can
function in such horrid conditions, but
the effects have largely been hidden from
us and barely covered by synthetics. But
when you look at the health of peasants
and urban poor among the classic Maya,
you find high rates of anemia, rickets,
weak bones, tooth decay, and birth de-
fects. These are the same diseases that
plagued the industrial working class and
now the producers of our mounds of
crap. That's the by-product of an efficient
diet.
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In our society, these side effects al
held at bay by medications which co
up any direct effects temporarily.
cause behind our diseases are little m
tery: chicken pox, the common cold
measles, and the like are gifts of do
ticated animals (though not their fa
heart disease and obesity are the gene
ous side effects of sedentary lifestyle
with fat laden diets; obesity, malnutr
tion, and diabetes are certainly not ma
better by their lack of money and soci
standing, but, again, come with efficien
diets rather than healthy ones; and t
biggest killer of all, cancer, comes fro
our synthetic environment. All of whe
we consider hereditary diseases com
through the womb or being raised in
same situation (for example, my
brothers, though neither is at all b
related, and I all developed the exag
same illnesses).

Al of these discases are directly re
lated to sedentism. But they are all
thered by weakened immune syste
The ‘sum of all parts’ approach to heal
is failing: our diets, like our lives in gen
eral, simply cannot be isolated ang
pieced back together like nothing hap
pened. When we don't get what we nee
things start to go wrong. Whereas wilg
medicinals aid the immune system,
medications synthesize their functions:
they make our bodies dependent rather
than healthy and independent.

In sum, eating better means living
better which means all around being

healthier. What to eat means under=

standing what life exists around you and
when. Like I said earlier, that means
looking at more than greens and animals
for other important sources of nutrition.
There is no universal diet plan to follows:
this takes some research and some ex-
perience with the area you live in.

fG

There are some good books for ref-

grence, though you have to take into con-
sideration that in being marketable they
van't simply follow through with their
natural conclusions: to eat a healthy pri-
mal diet, you can't live within civiliza-
fion. Instead you get diet plans that in-
tlude things like store bought meats and
fish, and even occasionally dairy which
is impossible to consume without do-
mestication, So these are some good
sources, but
take them
with a grain
pf salt: S.
Boyd Eaton,
Marjorie
Shostak, and
Melvin
Konner's The 558
Paleolithic Pre-
scription (New
York: Harper §
and  Row,
1989), Ray
Audette’s
Neanderthin
{Mew York: 5t. Martin's Paperbacks,
1999), and Loren Cordain's The PaleoDiet
{Mew York: John Wiley and Sons, 2002).
A couple of suggestions for the overall
health effects of domestication; Mark
Nathan Cohen's Health and the Rise of
Civilization (New Haven: Yale University
Iress, 1989) and Weston Price’s Nutrition
and Physical Degeneration (La Mesa, CA:
Price-Pottenger Foundation, 2000 [orig.
1939]).

HE SEDENTARY LIFE ANMD THE
NOMADIC BODY

As mentioned above, diet, health and
lifestyle go hand in hand. Primal living,
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while carefree and playful, can be physi-
cally demanding. It takes a lot of walk-
ing, a threshold for some physical pain,
ability to lift heavy objects and carry
them for long distances and times,
strength for hunting, fishing, and chop-
ping (the pull on an average 'Kung bow
was recorded at 110 Ibs!), and a high en-
durance for sporadic running or longer
treks. These are all things that come
through living and something that chil-
dren grow
into through
their own
play of climb-
ing, swim-
ming and fol-
lowing their
parents.

Most
of us, how-
ever, aren’t so
B fortunate to

B8 grow up this
R way. So
rewilding will
take some de-
gree of physical rebuilding. There are a
lot of muscles that we don’t need to use
and our high tech society certainly re-
quires very little in the way of endurance
or strength with rare exception. When
strength does come into play, it's usu-
ally as an exhibitionist ordeal rather than
a practical one: ask a power lifter to chase
a wounded animal for a day or two and
you’ll see a greater failure than when
they try to wipe their own ass!

Preparing for primal living means
fitness. Most of this comes from endur-
ance type exercise which can take the
form of running, jogging, walking,
swimming, climbing, and jumping rope.

The more wild the terrain, the better
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suited your body will be and the more up or take cautions as you go, then
likely you are to be building up the right  likely do more damage than good.
muscles. When doing this, it's important Pure muscle mass doesn't necessar
to remember that your body needs to ily give you strength. I've met plenty ¢
prepare and get accustomed to the people who have lots of muscle but i
changes that occur. So don’t stress your-  strength: keep your focus practical a
self out too much and pace yourself! push yourself with heavier objects otha
Stretch before and after exercise and fo-  than steel and bars. Strength comes fron
cus on pulling yourself just beyond a endurance and the willingness to ge
point of discomfort and holding it something done that comes along with
{(bouncing while stretching only does independence. i
damage!). Having a partner helps too. Weight training is best when r
When exercising, you should always served: you can almost always find de
keep your focus moving: endurance one  cent weight benches cheap locally in fré
day, upper body the next, lower body ads but lightweight dumbbells are a
the next, and then repeat. This gives your cheaper and far more useful if used righ
body a few days to adapt to changesand  than your average gym equipment. T on:
allows muscles to grow rather than sim- ing and fitness over bulk was a focus o
ply become accustomed to certain move- Bruce Lee who remains a great soura
rnil'nt:s. Push processed and condensed for more reading, particularly The Artg
drinks out of your diet and drink lots of Expressing the Human Body (Bosto :
water, Tuttle Publishing, 1998).
You don't need to buy into the But the best things in life are always
whole exercise market to getin shape:it free: fitness is no exception. You'll neve
always helps to wear lightweight and do wrong with the basics like crunches,
comfortable clothing when working out  push ups, pull ups, leg ups, and the lik .
(unless you're doing more clandestine These are some of the most import
training of course). Expensive running exercises, and when done right, are ex;
shoes are only important if you're going  tremely effective. There is a whole field
to be running on concrete which has no of exercise done without weights that
give and can cause a lot of joint damage. requires a great focus and level of bal
All the same, expensive hiking shoes are  ance. A widely available and cheap, but
just another way to keep you from hav- very effective book is Harry Wong's
ing to pay attention to your surround- Dynamic Strength (Burbank, CA: Unique
ings. : Publications, 1990),

y %‘r’enght training can be important for And then there are the martial arts
building up core muscles to the point which are rooted in endurance and bal:
where you can be comfortable taking ance, but require a great deal of strength
care of whatever might come up when and conditioning. But this also bleeds
living a primal life. This doesn’t mean into our next area of focus: the need to
you have to buy into the whole gym train for the worst case scenario.
scene or power lifting cliques. Power Lift-
ing is of little use. If you want to get toa  TRAINING FOR THE WORST
certain level that you'll maintain, it will
definitely help, but if you don’t keep it Fortunately the adaptivity and daily
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* Apache for example

needs of a nomadic gatherer-hunter life
also tend to be beneficial for more resis-
tarice oriented needs. As we learn and
prepare for primal living, we are indi-
rectly preparing ourselves for a way of
being that can blend in with its surround-
ings, move gracefully and unnoticed
through the environment, be aware of
change, read track and sign, use the ele-
ments to its advantage, and make and
use deadly weapons
of what can only be
seent as rocks and
sticks by a potential
threat. That is why
small nomadie
groups, like the

could take on such tre-
mendously  larger
armies successfully:
though often psycho-
logically unprepared
for the pure destruc-
tiveness of the would-
be colonizers, able to
use their way of living
as a defense mecha-
nism.

Had the coloniz-
ing forces not had in-
digenous trackers and
machines on their
side, no doubt the ex-
pansion of this civili-
zation would have never gone on as it
had. But the sedentary life that is ulti-
mately leading to our own demise and
enslavermnent to an external reality must
expand or it cannot continue to exist. It
grows, leaving a larger population avail-
able as mere cannon fodder on the
frontlines and there are more positions
available for specialists to devobe their
lives to the production of machinery that
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can kill more efficiently.

Unfortunately, civilization leaves a
lot of baggage. While we may hope that
the fall of civilization will be as quick and
painless as possible, it's doubtful that
this will happen. That is why it is im-
portant to train for the worst and to take
an offensive stand while we reconnect
to our home and target key points of the
civilized infrastructure to bring it down
quicker, The ideal soft
crash is extremely un-
likely and while it is
extremely doubtful
that another civiliza-
tion (local or not) can
rise from the ashes of
an exhausted and
burnt out global em-
pire, there will be
those who might be
unable to loosen the
grasp of a tooth-and-
nail reality or those
who might try to hold
onto what was lost.

Ne matter

how it plays out or
what role we take, liv-
ing outside of civiliza-
tion means that we
will have to learn how
to fight, offensively
and defensively. Un-
dertaking this requires
getting rid of moral and philosophical
baggage in the form of pathological paci-
fism or ideological blocks to learning
how to use machines made only for kill-
ing. Granted, we all hope to never have
to use any of this, and such knowledge
should always be kept grounded and
balanced, but it never hurts to know
about guns and their usage, how a bull-
dozer operates, how the electrical grid
7o



works, how the economy carries itself, through a more careful and thoroug
or how to physically disarm or overcome  understanding of the system and how i
an.-:lsther human. You'll find a fair share functions.
of introductory information on a num- I zay the electronic infrastructure i
ber of these topics throughout this issue, the primary target, not because it is th
so my focus will close with a look at the  sole representative of everything ci
nat1|1:eﬂf guerrilla warfare and a look at  lized, but because that is how civiliza
martial arts. tion exists on a day to day basis.
The basic principle of guerrilla war- ongoing domestication process is fed b
fare, like that of the nomadic gatherer- an industrial and consumer reality wher
hunt:er lifestyle, is to remain adaptive. It our mediation is complete and constant
requires a deep understanding of how it Our ideological blinders are maintained
is that your enemy functions in terms of by the media and the imposed reality @
sustenance, bureaucracy, the ways that economics. The only way people are gg
it maintains its power, and the like. ing to see beyond this contrived reality
In this case, the target is civilization. is to have it shaken up and removed
Now, I talk about guerrilla warfare not That is the only way for most people td
to romanticize it, but because it is the seebeyond the despairing, passive nihil
most fitting form of resistance for tak- ism that our society dwel,iﬁir:.‘.-'h.ndt
ing on suc_h an enemy. There simply is is the only way to Emp this society from
not an option to go to war with civiliza- consuming all life at the expense of drag:
tion. It's not practical in any way, noris ging on the existence of the presence: the
it 1:_1:.&-]}'_ I don’t see any revolution only way to keep the world Emmdn;
.ilgﬂl:'lﬁt civilization being likely, but [ ing in our self-perpetuated misery.
don’t see revolution as ideal because The electrical infrastructure is
revolutions, political in nature, aimonly the origin or necessity of a civilizatio
to overthrow power through ceasing it. In fact, it has only existed within our
While guerrilla warfare has historically own. But that electronic infrastructure
been a part of a larger revolution, it has incorporated the functions of social,
doesn’t need to be. Itis a method of com- military, economie, cosmological a d
bat rather than a whole process itself. It psychological forms of control that ha i
isn't abc:ut overcoming an enemy so to be woven and constantly employ i
much asitis to undercut their ranks and by earlier domesticators. And, unable to
their :-I;-:hltg.f to exist: it defeats its enemy  see the futility of its own existence and
by rem:lenng; them useless. the myth of progress, this newer system
I see this as a practical and prefer- has buried all the other means of domes-
a_b]e approach. That's especially true tication so far beneath our (antijcultural
since the function of civilization relieson  heritage that few are able to replicate
machines more than individuals. So in them.
t]us_ case, guerrilla warfare is waged Simply put, without electricity, this
against the electrical infrastructure itself now global civilization and all that have
rather than the killing beings. Though created it are gone. And it is extremely
this is !1kely to happen as the machine vulnerable, both in terms u} its depen-
must kill in order to continue function- dency upon machines as it is dependent

ing, it can be severely minimized upon circumstance: 5
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mass crops won't go extinct or face se-
vere threats while we create the condi-
tions for disaster. Global exchange and
monoculture are anti-adaptive, and it
takes only a slight change in the larger
conditions for something hugely cata-
strophic to happen. At the same time, the
by-products of our electronic addiction
create and welcome great changes.

We have yet to see the huge conse-
quences of dragging on for thousands of
years what should have never been more
than a temporary test of
carrying capacity. And
our continued arrogance
is only making things
WOTSE,

The fate of human so-
ciety is in our hands one
way or the other, we are
simply left to choose
which side we will be on
and take a stance. I'll risk
guerrilla warfare over the
slow, lifeless drudgery of
a work-consume world.
But this takes work, Find-
ing targets takes research,
synchronizing attacks
takes effort, security cul-
ture is a matter of life and
imprisonment, and we need a great deal
of tactical understanding.

In this, there is a lot of work avail-
able. Che Guevara's Guerrilla Warfare is
a useful source, though it is clearly lim-
ited in its actualizations as he died try-
ing to apply it to another revolutionary
situation. He died because he lacked
adaptivity, both in tactics and in goals.

An understanding of primal life ways
and being able to merge this day to day
living with a tactical approach makes up
for what is clearly lacking both Che's
approach and his overall vision.
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I must say that | found Mao Tse-
Tung’'s equally referenced book, On
Guerrilla Warfare, to be almost completely
useless. Considering the historical con-
text of colonized China and his writing
the book under the cover of a nationalis-
tic army seeking to use and work with
the Chinese Army, the book lacked most
of the edge that might otherwise expose
and exploit the weaknesses of the colo-
nizers. But with the basic message, 1 find
little really applicable that couldn't be
taken from the principles
of Sun Tzu's The Art of
'+ War, primarily the most
important  principle:
‘draw attention to the
west, attack in the east’.

The best source I've
found for tactics is from
Swedish General H. Von
Dach’s Total Resistance
(Boulder, CO: Paladin
Press, 1992). And a close
second would have bo be
Bob Newman's Guerrillas
in the Mist (Boulder, COx:
Paladin Press, 1997). The
US. Army field manuals
on the subject are of little
use. Though well applied
through the Contras in Nicaragua, most
of the focus is useful given a full army
stll exists whereas other approaches are
meant for small detachments. Most of
what the U.5. Army did there was really
no different than what the typically
Marxist revolutionaries throughout Cen-
tral and South America had been doing
for years prior, and that's far more in line
with Dach and Guevara than the U.S.
manuals,

I'll close with a brief look at martial
arts. When taken out of a competitive or
exhibitionist context, most martial arts
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revolve around the principles of balance
and a greater deal of control and under-
standing of both the human body and
the energy that flows through all life.
Whether you apply it through fighting
{which is always ideal) or not, there's
plenty to be learned here. Itis a healthy
and highly effective way of exercising,
and one that involves other people.

But it can be a bit more complicated
than other forms as it is far more effec-
tive when you are taught than when you
learn or experience on your own. The
books that exist help (like those by Bruce
Lee, John Little, the Gracie family, and
the like), they are more useful for tech-
nical information like joints, pressure
points and some scenarios for practice
than they are for form and method. That
is information that can be extremely im-
portant. If you don’t learn how to punch,
kick or lock joints and muscles properly,
you can do some serious damage. Not
to forget that messing with some tech-
niques can lead to serious injury or even
accidental deaths. So there's a lot to be
wary of.

When looking for a potential school,
you're likely going to have to push aside
anarchistic tendencies and hatred for
authority and custom since the better
schools are often the most traditional or
strict. Just take it as part of the process
of learning and apply what you will in
vour own life. Some places have free or
cheap schools while others might be a
bit more costly. But even if you are in-
terested in learning on your own, it is
best to start learning the basics with
someone who can guide and correct you
early on.

Martial arts are a hard thing to start
out with: there are a lot of schools and
approaches, and most places will tell you
that their style is the best. These are a
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few basic types: Ninjitsu can use a num
ber of weapons but is more about sneg

ing by undetected and being able to k
or injure easily and definitely not a goo
starting point for learning. Tae Kwon Dy
is what most police and military
trained in, but is sloppier in form ai
potentially less damaging as its mon
structured cousin, Tang Soo Do. Thes
two styles, Tae Kwon Do and Tang Sog
Do are often mixed (sparring will alway

be more Tae Kwon Do) and some of the
most common in the U.S. Kung Fu
be similar in its basic training to

influences can come in quickly and they
emphasize lower stances and focus on
more circular, organic movements
Aikido is also common in cities a
places all its emphasis on the flow of
energy and redirecting unlike the mor
block then attack approach of Karate.

There are other approaches too like
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu which is meant for one
on-one submission rather than straight
blows. Or there is Capoeria, which was
developed by African slaves in Brazi
who were outlawed from practicing any.
kind of defense and responded by creat-
ing a dance-like martial art that could be
done without being noticeably defensive
though effective. And you have Bruce
Lee's Jeet Kune Do, which may be the
most anarchistic in nature, being anti-
form in nature. However, it is largely
applicable only after having been
schooled in a number of different ap-
proaches, though extremely effective.

S0 theres a lot of room for indi-
vidual preference and application, but
starting somewhere is better than not
getting started at all. So check out some
local schools and classes.
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These are just a few notable areas that 1

wee could be easily worked on while we
prepare and bring on the collapse of civi-
lization. All of this can be done along-
side outreach, research, community
building, and direct action and no where
do we lose out from having this knowl-

edge and ability. Considering what we
are up against and where we are now,
we have nothing to lose, but plenty that
can be done. This is something we all
need (especially myself!). So let's start
putting our bodies where our rhetoric is!

We are the Swarm.,

If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping
in a closed room with a mesquite. - Ethiopian proverb,

(A prologue of sorts...)

We closed the window to keep any

more from coming in. I had been

listening closely for long enough to be sure that there was only one in the room.
| had realised that sleep was impossible while it was in the room with us, and so
I had turned the lamp on and begun the waiting - and listening - game. [ knew I
could eateh it. I had caught many before. It was just a matter of waiting ?nd
listening and staying very still until [ could see it, and then striking - quickly

and mercilessly.

1 waited patiently, listening intently. After a while my ears became attuned
to the frequency of the mosquito, and T could hear it constantly, even when it
was on the other side of the room. 1 stayed very still and let it come to me. ..

It was 5:45am when [ finally gave up. The mosquito had beaten me - no
matter how still T lay, no matter how long 1 waited, no matter how many of its
relatives | had previously caught and killed - I couldn’t even see it, let alone kill
it. All that was left to do was turn off the lamp, get comfortable, and wait to be

caten alive.

ey

This is what we must do with our rage. Be patient. Be stealthy. Be swilt.

Strike hard. Yes, we are small, but that

makes us quick and hard to see. Our

enemy is clumsy and slow. And we are many. We can act together, in packs,

with those we can trust with our lives.
that others are acting too, and that our

We can act alone, safe in the knowledge
enemy cannot even see us all, let alone

kill us all. Yes, we must be careful. Cautious. Keep our distance when our
enemy looks poised to strike. Be sure the enemy is unaware W':I.EI'I- we approach,
and sleeping when we strike. If we plan our escape, we can strike so hard as to
bring the enemy roaring out of his slumber, baying for blood. We will n:_rtbe
there. In order to be invisible, we need not be meek. In order to be effective, we
need not be ‘organized’. We are going fucking wild. We are encircling our prey.
We are preparing to rip the Leviathan limb from limb. Because we know it is a
matter of life and death. And we are not ready to die.

Swarm. Destroy.

SPECIES TRAITOR MO <4
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Here is gn.irtfunﬂaﬁuml outline of key vulnerabilities of the American infras
ture. This is taken from Robert David Steele’s talk, “Challenging the United Sta
Symmetrically and Asymmetrically: Can America Be Defeated?” This talk wi
given at the Ninth Annual Strategy Conference at the U.S. Army War College

March 31 through April 2, 1998 *

_ Robert David Steele is a former intelligence officer and President of
Source Solutions, Inc. A self proclaimed leader in the development and prop

tion of “private enterprise intelligence.”
There are four distinct ‘kinds’ of vulner-
ability;

L. The vulnerability of major physical in-
frastructure elements, such as;
-Bridges, Levees, and Dams—such

as the 2800 readily mapped for the 3. The vulnerability of core data strea
public of which 200 of so are of wital to national security and natio

strategic consequence inisolation. competitiveness, such as:

-Canals—such as the Panama Canal,
with very vulnerable locks

-Pipelines—such as the Alaska Pipe-
line

-Critical railway switching points

2. The vulnerability of obvious military
Achilles’ heels, as well as obvious civil-
ian infrastructure, such as:
=AWACS and Aerial Tankers (anti-
tank missiles, or plastique on
landing gear—tend to be concen-
trated in one place)
-Submarine communications anten-
nas (eg. Annapolis golf course)

o+

-Major telecommunications nod
including microwave towers

-Historical environmental and o
critical planning data

-Civilian fuel stock data

-Military logistics stock data

-Transportation status data (ind
rail crashes, cripple airports)

-Financial accounts data (incapaci
tate procurement, induce panic,
impose costs of alternative ac=
counting)

-Financial transfers data (corrupt
transfers, place international and
regional transfers into grid-lock,
induce panic)

=Charleston channel (major sealift 4. The vulnerability of our Intelligence
tlielp:arture area) Community (IC) to both external attacks

—C:lelan power and communica- against its systems as well as its percep-
hnnsm:dessuppm-ti:ng command tions, and internally-perpetuated
centers and key facilities (Falcon misperceptions and gaps in understand-
AFB Study, Kansas City payroll) ing, such as:

-Major power grid nodes (both -Attacks against down-links (Area
transfer and generation) 58, NSA, CIA, Suitland, Bolling)
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-Attacks against Joint Intelligence
Centers

TOP TEN TARGETS

1. Bridges, Levees & Dams.

In the United States, the Mississippi
and Missouri Rivers, natural wonders in
their own right, are also natural obstacles
of monumental proportions. There are
exactly six mainstream railway bridges
across these great rivers, across the vast
majority of the grains must go from the
plains to the East Coast cities, and the
vast majority of the goods must in return
from the Northeast and the South. As the
natural flooding in 1993 demonstrated,

" when these bridges are closed, whether

by accident or intent, there are severe
repercussions for trade, and especially
for the stockage of food and fuel. Fecent
breaks in levees in the south have dem-
onstrated our vulnerability to the as-
sumption that man can contain nature
without regard to human attack. This
bears emphasis: all insurance and risk
calculations today assume natural causes

~ of disaster. There are no calculations for

risk and damage associated with delib-
erate human attack of any normal civil
structure— Dams, in contrast, present
computer controlled physical infrastruc-
tures which can be taken over to either
release flood waters, or to avoid the re-
lease of flood waters with the intent of
weakening if not destroying the dam.

2. Alaska Pipeline.

This pipeline, going across vast
stretches of unoccupied territory, carries
ten per cent of the domestic oil for the
us.

3. Cincinnali Rail Yards.
As of three years ago, and very likely
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still today, the entire East-West railway
architecture depended on exactly one
major turnstile for redirecting railcars. It
is located in the Three Rivers area, and
represents a significant vulnerability.

4. Culpepper Switch.

A popular target, this simply repre-
sents the kind of eritical commuynications
node (voice and data, especially finan-
cial and logistics data) which can be at-
tacked in both physical and electronic
ways. The Internet has various equiva-
lent nodes, two of which merit special
attention—MAYEAST and MAYWEST.
Taking out MAYEAST disconnects the
U.S. government from the rest of the
Internet world, and not incidentally does
terrible things to all of the Wall Street
capitalists who are “tunneling” their
Intranets across the larger Internet.

5. Power Generators.

Power generators and the grids they
support can be browned out, burned out,
and confused. Altering the computer
readings can cause them to draw more
power than they can handle, or less
power than they need, Burning out the
generators or melting core lines creates
the interesting challenge of replacement
in the absence of mainstream power.
There are exactly eighteen main power
transformers that tie together the entire
US. grid, and we have only one—per-
haps two—generators in storage. Inter-
estingly, all of these come from Ger-
many, where there is a six to eighteen
month waiting period for filling orders—
assuming the Germany generators have
not been burned out at the same time by
someone attacking the Western powers
in a transatlantic cyber-war.

6. Data Compulers.
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Any computer holding large quanti-
ties of critical data, especially parts in-
ventories and data associated with either
the transfer of funds or the operational
effectiveness of critical equipment, is
vulnerable to data distortion—this is a
far more insidious and dangerous prob-
lem than the more obvious denial and
destruction attacks.

are out in public sight and reachable
a hand-held anti-tank missile fired Iz
outside the fence line.

10, Human Decisions.
“We have met the enemy, and ki
us.” This often quoted line from Po
complemented by another observat
this one anonymous, to wit, “a Natig
best defense is an educated citis
This “target” is listed to bring out bok
vulnerability and an opportunity §
“hardening” our national defense. Ju
as “commander’s intent” is used in p
ning for complex operations where cg
munications may be lost, it is essent)
that there be a larger national decisig
making architec-ture in which there aj
few secrets and the public is fully @
gaged. In this way, when disasters g
happen and many communicatio
channels do break down, the public w
be less likely to panic and more likely
use common sense and good will to s
the crisis through. A thorough publ
understanding of our vulnerabilities a
our plans for dealing with those vulne
abilities is essential to our progress.
“target” is also intended to make

7. Fuel Stock Data.

Fuel stock data is isolated because of
its implications in terms of overloading
large tanks, with the fire storm hazards
of large spillage, or of failing to channel
fuels because of false readings.

&. Federal Reserve.

Until a couple of years ago there were
twelve regional computing centers, one
for each of the Federal Reserve regions.
Then we went to a single national sys-
temn which a single hot back-up comput-
ing system and an additional cold back-
up alternative.

9. IC Downlinks.

*ast surveys have focused on build-
ings, but the more capable attackers will
focus on downlinks. All of the main sat- point that the weakest link in all systen
ellite downlinks—for NSA, CLA, Area is not the system itself, but the huma
58, key other government departments, _associated with the system.

DON'T FORGET THE DOCKS!

A global civilization is nothing without a global trade network. Nearly any
that comes through the market comes through one dock or another. High technoly
by hasn't ereated a cheaper or more efficient type of international transportatior

than ships. Dock worker strikes have always left the system extremely vulnerably

hs foot dragging, calling in sick, fucking off, internal loss, etc) have.
What modern technology has done is replace as many of those dock and shi
ping workers with machines. So while replacing the less reliable and potentially
Phreatening humans with machines, the entire network of global trade is open tg
hew threats: hackers, downed servers, pulled lines, and the like.
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4
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[0 vou still notice the substations all

have the chance and see if you can spot the IIanifUILTI.Er.  the big
nodes coming out of its top or side. You can t miss it.

with spring like

around you? Look into them next time you

It is the big gray square

They are near the end of the line for our electrified society.

They are temples from w
pur minds.
Ihe grid is quite public. If you live in
suburban or rural area, chances are
pight out in the open forall to see. ltis s0
public, in fact, that you probably don't
¢ven notice itanymore, Your brain likely
jgnores all of the power lines and out-
lots because it has seen them so often.
But where does this all come from? And
why are theré whispers on the wild
l.iri1-po vine about this grid and the ilm-
plications it has for a world free of hier-
archy?

Although it is not widely known,
has a history of electrical tons were
sabotage. In Colorado in 1980, wooden Wyoming-Montana border.

5 W t bringing down a 115-kv
Sty e ted later in  West Virginia. In July 1989, a tower on a
W0 765-ky line owned by Kentucky Fower

this country

line. The damage was repea
the year. Tokal costs were about $200,00

pach time. Two Florida substations were

.avily damaged by simultaneous dy- :
e n 1981 through one EarthFirstlers were arrested in the act of

namite explosions in

of the most expensive incidents. Dam-
age totaled about $3 million. Mo arrests

have ever been made.

In 1985, various transformers were on
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hich totems lead directly to our homes and then into

a shot in Virginia and Kentucky. In 1986,
itis three 500-kv lines from the Palo Verde

Muclear Generating station were
grounded simultaneously over a 30 mile
streteh. It happened at a time while none
of the nuclear reactors were running; oth-
erwise they would have had to shut
down. Mo arrests.

Other incidents include the cutting
of guy wires and subsequent toppling mf
a tower on the 1800-mw, 1000-kv DC
intertie in California in 1987, Mo arrests.
In 1987-88, power line poles and substa-
bombed or shot out on the
Later in
1988, similar attacks were experienced in

Company was bombed, no arrests have
been made. In 1989, several

cutting down a tower line from a nuclear
power plant in Arizona. The Department
of Energy records a total of 386 attacks
US energy assets from 1950 through
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1989. That's an average of 39 per vear,
the bulk of which being aimed at the
grid, mostly transmission lines and tow-
ers.

Several cascading failures have
brought attention to the US power grid.
November 1965, a cascaded system col-
lapse blackout in 10 northeastern states
affected 30 million people. 1967, the
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland
blackout oceurred. May 1977, 15,000
square miles and 1 million customers in
Miami lost electric-
ity. July 1978, B
throughout New
York's suburbs,
lightning caused
over  voltages,
which over- |
whelmed NY’s sys-
tem already run-
ning at its peak, re- 8
sulting in 10 million 8
people losing
power for 24 hours, widespread looting,
4000 arrests and the ousting of the
mayor. January 1981, 1.5 million custom-

ers in Idaho, Utah and Wyoming were
without power. March 1982, over 900,000
lost power due to high voltage line fail-
ure. December 1994, 2 million custom-
ers from Arizona to Washington lost
power. July 1996, a high voltage line
touched a tree in Idaho and fell. The re-
sulting short circuit caused blackouts for
2 million people in 14 states. August
1996, following the 2 July blackout, two
high voltage lines in Oregon fell and
caused cascading outages affecting over
7 million people in 11 western states and
two Canadian provinces. January 1998,
lce storms caused over 3 million people
to lose power in eastern Canada, New
York and New England. December 1995,
Bay Area blackouts. July 1999, NYC
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blackout, over 300,000 lost power fo
hours, 1998-2001, summer price
affect customers. Western states suffen
rolling blackouts and energy crisis
2001 and aftermath. Eastern US g
Canada face cascading outages in A
gust 2003 while 50 million people are |
without power.

The North American power grids re
sent 15,000 generators in 10,000 pow
plants and hundreds of thousands
miles of tra
B! sion lines and di
bution networks.
is estimated at owi
~1 $800 billion and it
the largest, mes
| est, and most com
| plicated monster i
| existence. There is
Erowing momen
M turmn towards af
tacking this ve
real infest-structure of civilization.
Step one is to become empowered
that is, to tumn the fucking power off.
Our modern life would be impos
sible without clectricity. We are with
electricity from the ultrasounds of
womb, the incubators at birth to the iron
lung and life supports systems of death,
This type of power starts and stops o
lives, but how does it get there?
Electrical power starts at the power
plant. In almost all cases, the power plant
consists of a spinning electrical genera
tor. Something has to spin that genera-
tor — it might be a water wheel in a hy=
droelectric dam, a large diesel engine or
a gas turbine. Buk in most cases, the thing
spinning the generator is a steam turbine.
The steam might be created by burning
coal, oil or natural gas. Or the steam may
come from a nuclear reactor. From these

a3

wenerators comes our civilization and
ith it, its death glance, the IV that

pumps electrons into our blood. These
plants are the biggest targets but not very
pafe or practical.

Power leaves the generator and en-

lers a transmission substation at the
power plant. This substation uses large
transformers to convert the generator’s
yoltage (which is at the thousands of
volts level) up to extremely high voltages

for long-distance transmission on the
fransmission grid. For power to be used,
it comes off the transmission grid and is
stepped-down to the distribution grid.
This may happen in several phases.

The place where the conversion
from “transmission” to “distribution”
pecurs is in a power substation. A power
substation typically does two or three
things: [1] It has transformers that step
transmizsion voltages (in the tens or hun-
dreds of thousands of volts range) down
to distribution voltages (typically less

generation facility. Transformers on the
other hand are unique to every substa-
tion, have minimum replacements in
stock, and have to be special ordered
from Germany.

High-voltage electrical transmission
lines in the United States are divided into
three separate grids that make up what
is often called the national power grid.
The three grids cover the contiguous 48
states and parts of Canada and Mexico
are known as the Western Interconnec-
tion, the Eastern Interconnection, and the
Electric Reliability Council of Texas
(ERCOT) Interconnection. The three
grids operate independently for the most
part but are connected in a few places
by direct-current lines. All United States
power utilities, except those in the states
of Alaska and Hawaii, are connected to
other power utilities through the na-
tional power grid. Dispatch centers
maintain and control the flow of electric-
ity over the grid, supplying electricity to
meet the demand,

than 10,000 velts). [2] 1t has a “bus” that
can split the distribution power off in
multiple directions. [3] It often has cir-
cuit breakers and switches so that the
substation can be disconnected from the
transmission grid or separate distribu-
tion lines can be disconnected from the
substation when necessary or in the
event of a disaster. From the bus the lines
are taken into your neighborhood and
here we arrive at the light poles we all
(don’t) see everyday.

You can tell if a power line has high
or low voltage by the size of its lines.
Really high voltage lines have thick black
lines and you can follow them to the sub-
station or to the generator. Although
power lines are everywhere they are not
that important to the electrical system
and are easily replaceable unless they are
the high voltage lines leaving a power
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A grid works as a power distribu-
tion system because it allows a lot of
sharing, If a power company needs to
take a power plant or a transmission
tower off line for maintenance, the other
parts of the grid can pick up the slack.
The power grid cannot store any power
anywhere in the system. Atany moment,
you have millions of consumers feeding
off megawatts of power. At that same
moment you have dozens of power
plants producing exactly the right
amount of power to enslave their spir-
its. And you have all the transmission
and distribution lines sending the power
from the power plants to the consumers.

Let's say that the grid is running
pretty close to its maximum capacity.
Something causes a power plant to sud-
denly trip off line. The "something”
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might be anything from a serious light- ment or repair.

ning strike to a bearing failure and sub- These factors vary.
sequent fire in a generator to a stick of For example, generating stations ¢
dynamite in a turbine. When that plant be destroyed by saboteurs willing to
disconnects from the grid, the other ter the plant, but the presence of empla

plants connected to it have to spinup to ¢es is a deterrent to most. But a cale
meet the de- lated attal

mand. If they on the trar
are all near mission g

their maxi- (Qne piece of the is less

mum Ccapac-

iy, then they ~ SyStemsfails and |
t handl ot P
:;Extra lgadij : e pieces . or lines

To prevent =
themselves

from over-. 7 i =

loading and & e == W for examp
failing, they ? They come i
will discon- e % all differen
nect from the <

voltages a

grid as well. e = have to b
That only [ "—-5% special y
makes the P dered. One
problem § = NSEUGIB,W
worse as doz- | : one is

ens of plants R volts, el
eventually § Y provides @
disconnect, ¢ = significan
leaving mil- € problem for
lions of

multiple a

people with-
out power.

The same thing can happen if a big
transmission line fails or if a few trans-
formers are disabled. One piece of the
system fails and then the pieces near it
cannot handle the increased load caused
by the failure, so they fail.

And you have a blackout.

only stocks a few replacements, typicall
only three. So four targets and they are
shit out of luck. With six damaged, there
is a major crisis. At least until a month
or more later when they get and install
the new transformers.

A transformer can be smashed, shot
with a high powered rifle or shotgun,
blown up, dismantled or otherwise im-
paired. Word on the street is that if you
throw a conductive piece of metal like
an alurminam foil ball, aluminum balloon

o0

Three factors determine the importance
of any one target; its susceptibility to
damage, the effect on the power system
of its loss, and the difficulty of its replace-
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a piece of chain link fence (that may

jive just been cut away to gain entry)

top of the transformer where the lines
wot the nodes (called the insulators), it
Il short circuit and explode. Many fa-

Wlities are equipped to deal with natu-
ul disasters and can recover from a small
ywerload and ride out the turbulence, but
yabotage could cause the more devastat-
Ing, of blackouts because many key fa-
llities can be targeted.

Substations present the most vulner-

able arena. The transmission lines them-
welves are an easier target but they are
also much easier to repair and taking 30
uf them out is equivalent to one trans-

former unless it is a high voltage trans-

mission line way ot in the desert some-

where, in which case it is maore impor-
tant to the system. Generating stations
are somewhat more difficult because
they are staffed and often guarded. Sub-
stations are used at generating plants to
raise the low voltage of the generator to
the transmission system and near load
centers to reduce voltage for the distri-
pution network. The former are partially
protected by the routine activity at
power plants, but few of the latter have
any more protection than a chain link
fence. In some cases an attack can be car-
ried out without even entering the facil-
ity.
E The sabotage of 3 or more substa-
tions could cause a substantial blackout.
Although the grid would hardly be af-
jected, after the power is restored, roll-
ing blackouts will sweep the area dur-
ing peak hours. And the effect will be
felt by businesses and residents alike
{and law enforcement atlention of
course). But 6 or 10 attacksisa d ifferent
story entirely.
Many industrial processes are
highly sensitive to power disruptions.
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An interruption of less than 1 second can
shut down plant equipment for several
hours, spoil raw materials, wn?rk-lr?—
progress and finished goods. Spoilage is
a significant problem in chemical pro-
cesses, steel manufacturing, food prod-
ucts and other industries. In the commer-
cial sector the biggest impact will be to
their computer and communications sys-
tems. They will lose control, lose data,
possibly damage equipment, lose busi-
ness, and fail to perform critical func-
tions. Loas of Pajl'l'ﬂll, sales records, reg-
ister control alarm systems and electric
locks will all go out.

There is also significant damage to-
wards agriculture during small-scale
blackouts. Sensitive processes include
incubation, milking, pumping, heating
and air conditioning, refrigeration, heat
lamps, plumbing timers, etc. Many farm-
ers will have generators. But the residen-
tial sector will be hardest hit. There will
be no air conditioning or heat or hot
water. In high rise buildings, people
must use stairwells and candles. Con-
sumers will be without lights, refrigera-
tors and freezers, stoves, microwaves
and toasters, dishwashers, intercoms,
phones, televisions, clocks, radios, com-
puters, elevators, escalators, door bells,
hair driers, heated blankets, garage door
openers, and few will have batteries to
last more than a few hours.

Blackouts affect every aspect of
transportation. Subways, elevators,
trams stop running, corridor and skair-
well lights go out. Street traffic stops,
gasoline pumps no longer waork., Aijr-
ports have generators but are d:f.'l-a)red
and in an emergency state. Without
power to run the telecommunications
industry all business and government
functions cease. And the market suffers.
Many big industries are entirely comput-
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erized and these will suffer the wors
. 5 orst how many t ; i
economic damage. Many urban centers s

are highly sensitive to attack, but small

' er homework i :
communities seem that they would be e
able to recover fairly quickly if they ex-

And many facilities will have back up weakest links? Can 50 or less dece

power supplies and small scale genera- ized acts really bri i |

: i ally bring this therful
t:rrs.l']h:e long term al-ffnc'twem:-.:a willbe down? Only time wlfll Ié?lfﬁ-t':rut |
qualitatively multiplied based upon how  party started. “Who turned thf lig

long the blackout lasts, which relies on  put?”

Now friends it is time to do sg

infiltration and some daring escape

e i this approach a formidabl
perienced any major change whatsoever. Megamachine? Is IJIisI. l.:'lﬂ ;i:: ;ZIELM

ME ECO-FACTS:
Fainted Turtle Hatchlings have to wait until spri i
. . c spring to see the of day i
isa chill in the ground. During cold snaps they literally l:l.:h:é::itlIt into oy
Ice crystals form in their blood, their hearts slow down to less than

Ll 1

Ferns are descendants of ancient tropical tr illion years trees
'_ t sized ferns and horsetails. A TRl o
Fischer was born with out eyelids.

t per minute, and breathing stops altogether. Their '
: ’ tempature d 4]
Fahrenheit and up to 58% of their body fluids et hmg '
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word on %

o you Ti}.‘!“}’

think that this country is invincible? Do you really think that Wall

Sircet, the Pentagon and our whole way of life is held together by more than a few
\hreads? Actually by Fiber Optic cables and the trunk lines which bear the burden
of being the most vulnerable and likely of targets. Well maybe not the MOST vul-
nerable but still easily accessible, follow your nose to where there is a sign that
says ‘danger do not dig, fiber optic cables underground’ or basically ‘dig here’,
where you can get to a high traffic cable and feel the pulse of the information age
up close. And if you were so inclined you could set down your pick axe and pick
up your axe and slash the vein open. But we will get to that more a little bit later.

Have you heard of fiber optics?

Those are lenses and lasers and
gables or something right? Well, have
you ever used the internet? Fiber Optics
networks form the backbone of the US
communications infrastructure. They are
laking over satellite and copper’s roles
in the telecommunications market. 90%
of their installation has occurred since
1996! And everyone is hip to their
cheaper, faster, wider connection capac-
ity— the US military, intelligence, law
enforcement, University, financial ser-
vices information, and anyone (business
or person) that uses a broadband, T1/
T3 or DSL run on fiber, and are thus ex-
posed to any calculated attack that might
single out this particular medium. And
this is in the medium of everything, ev-
erywhere. There are over 80-%) million
miles of single-mode fiber in the US
alone. Most are to be found around gov-
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ernment buildings, near railroads,
around universities and libraries, and on
utility towers. Maps of their exact loca-
tion can actually be found on the
internet, yippee!
But what are these strange contrap-
tions and why are they so vulnerable?
Basically, Fiber optic lines are
strands of optically pure glass as thin as
a human hair that carry light signals and
digital information over long distances
without RF interference and amplifica-
tion. One drawback to fiber optic cabling
is that it takes a long time to repair if it is
cut. Part of the reason that fiber takes so
long to repair is the fact that the glass
strand often is insulated with Teflon,
Whilst providing very good electrical,
chemical and mechanical insulation, this
also lets the fiber slide around on the in-
side. So when a backhoe goes to work

93



| R oy

digging out the cable, the fiber might data flow between the individual
snap more than a mile away from the works at these points. The Internet
spot where the backhoe is. This then re- collection of huge corporate ne
quires the entire length of cable tobeex-  that agree to all intercommunicate w
cavated and/or replaced, a ime-con- each other at the NAPs, And your di
suming work done by ... that's right: a goes from your network-> T1 -= POJ
Backhoe! And since it is so hard to pin- T3-> NAP -> through the backbone
point the exact location of the split, the into the world of cyberspace.
amount of hours before repair grows Backbones are typically fiber opl
exponentially with the amount of splits trunk lines. The trunk line has mult
made. How long the outage lasts for de- fiber optic cables combined together
pends on how long it takes to locate the  increase the capacity. Today there &
fiber break, how long it takes to get re- many companies that operate their ow
pair crews to the fiber break, then how high-capacity backbones, and all of thel
long to fix that one and finally how many  interconnect at various NAPs around i
those maniacs attacked . Single fiber world.
breaks can usually be located fairly Wide-area fiber optic networks fa
quickly, so the other two factors are more  several unique challenges to their
variable. An intelligent attacker could be  They rely on large expanses of minima
expected to cut fibers a far drive out, re=  to moderately protected fiber infras
quiring a long time to reach the location ture. They are subject to signal monita
(giving them a better chance of escape). ing and/or insertion at many points i
The relationship between an indi- this infrastructure, which may includ
vidual cable and the greater scheme of optical repeater nodes, switching nodes
things is a bit complicated. Let me try operation and management nodes, a
my best to summarize how these fragile fiber itself. They typically carry larg
underground arteries contain the life- volumes of data making even short d
blood of our computerized network of ration outages very costly. And outsid
domination and how that relates to the of major cities fewer links are doing more
interweb, I mean the cybernet, anyways. work. Among the nations critical infras
Most large communications compa- structures (electrical power grids, come
nies have their own backbones connect- munications networks, air traffic/ freighi
ing various regions. In each region, the / coastal import control systems a
company has a Point of Presence (POP), water distribution) long haul, high rate
and high-level networks connect toeach  fiber systems are most vulnerable ta
other through Network Access Points physical layer attacks.
(NAF). The POP in each city is a rack full Fiber optics are rapidly dominating

of modems that the ISP's customers dial  the information world and bemm_i.n

into. A company leases fiber optic lines capable of holding more and more in-
from the phone company to connect the formation daily. Through technologies
POPs together, companies like Sprint, like SONET transmission and wave=
PSI, UUNET, Espire, Qwest, Genuity, length division multiplexing (WDM),
and Global Crossing. Dozens of large huge amounts of data can be aggregated
Internet providers interconnect at NAPs - into a single fiber bundle or even a single
in various cities, and trillions of bytes of fiber. Jamming, cutting, or otherwise dis-
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smounts of data. Unless the network can
I reconfigured around the missing Ia_nk
Jising Automatic Protection Switching
(ATS).

single points of failure, except when the

45 the damaged line, which is all too of-
len the case. These self-healing rings are
widely used for high-rate fiber transmis-
pion. However an
intelligent attacker
Is likely to disrupt
gommunications
on two or more
peparate paths si-
multaneously,
thereby nulling
the protection of
self-healing rings.
Here is what hap-
pens. If the fiber is
carrying

routers will detect
a failed path and
attempt to reroube

APS can quickly reconfigure around

packetized data,

around it. But
when a high-rate
backbone fails,
other networks are
likely to become
severely  con-
gested as routers attempt to reroute large
numbers of packets over to lower rate
links, or over the remaining high-rate
links that may be already heavily !uaded.
S0 essentially cutting a fiber uptl[‘lt‘ablﬁ'
{which all government and business,
schools and law enforcement use) will
throw all of the broadband traffic onto
lower level connections like dial up mo-
dems, which will mean busy signals and
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no more business as usual. Disrupting a
high-rate backbone link can cause seri-
ous disruption for a whole network of
users, even those not using the backbone
in question.

While many types of network at-

tacks require a high level of expertise,
most physical layer attacks can bee.;mlly
- HS 1 = = "ﬂ. M

i the same cable accomplished with few resouyces, i
e expertise, and a high degree of covert-
ness. Most of the fiber infrastructure in
the US is buried within a few feet of the

surface. What is
not buried is usu-
ally mounted on
utility towers. The
difficulty of dig-
ging up and sever-
ing the fibers is not
great, and hap-
pens regularly by
accident (an aver-
age of 59 times per
year in the 90s).
One determined
person or two
with a shovel and
pick axe or cutting

feasibly dig up
and sever a fiber
carrying SOMET
class data. Since
wide area fiber
backbones tend to
be relatively sparse topologically, coor-
dinated attacks severing fibers in just a
few geographic locations could com-
pletely disconnect segments of a typi-
cally high rate backbone network. AND,
the large geographic extent of many fi-
ber optic backbones gives all,ackerls a
relatively high probability of mounting
such an attack covertly (until after the
fibers are severed) and escaping into the
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night. Additional attacks could be
mounted in sections of fiber that have
been disconnected by a primary attack
to prolong the blackout.

This means that the attacker will
have to locate the fibers they want to
cut, which may take a little research but
anyone with even a casual interest in
the network can make use of several
respurces to find maps, pictures and
even directions (but beware of surveil-
lance in this stage) and cut it. The loca-
tions of high rate fibers can be obtained
for free from published maps of the
telecommunications industry. Most
locations are well known to help con-

disruption. And it is also imaginable th
a group of individuals would also choo
the time of a geopolitical gathering or ig
portant trading date or a time with
tary significance and systematically st
key trunk lines holding the US econom
together and, even if only temporaril
bring the country to its knees,

Some sources;
Massachusetts Institute of Technolog
Office of Science and Technology,
National Security and International
Affairs Division,
Science and Technology: Volume 1, 1998,
Mational Telecommunications Research

If taking out power has been the pri-
mary objective, power plants are naku-
ral targets. Your typical power plant is
one of three types: nuclear powered, coal
powered or hydroelectric (dams). Dams
are rather straightforward: they make

TRAINWRECK!

A BRIEF SABOTEUR'S HISTORY

Revolutionaries, insurrectionaries, and warriors throughout past centuries have
recognized one thing: the best way to stop your enemy is to cut them off. As soci-
oty becomes increasingly dependent upon electricity, targeting becomes even easier.
Without electricity, those in power are fighting with both arms tied behind their
back if they’re able to fight at all. What past saboteurs have figured out is that the
electronic bentacles are extremely vulnerable.

larger station is more likely to be
guarded, but saboteurs have dealt with
them in a similar manner or by quick and
destructive raids. The effect has just as
easily been strengthened by taking out
insulators and the cooling elements next
to the transformers.

tractors to avoid accidentally digging Center, power by controlling the flow of rivers.
them up. Itis not hard to imagine that Howstuffworks.com In the process, ecosystems are destroyed, Muglear and coal powered plants
a few individuals might be able to lo- Google.com i native fish runs are blocked which are a bit of a different situation {Td of-
cate individual vulnerable fibers and Evervthing?.com. threaten, if not en- ten enough one
choose attacks to maximize network TOT&J:E.mf. tirely annihilate, Trout g mtuen plant may be both
those species and o m?ﬁ'ﬁ nuclear and coal-
A SLIVER OF HOPE whatever other ani- SRa-imn powered). Nuclear

to quantify directly,

one day.

nearly 25 miles due to the 70

-excerpted from Scientific American

“The Blackout of 2003 upset a lot of routines, but Lackson Marafu of the
University of Maryland was thrilled to divert his scheduled air quality moni:
toring flight over eastern Maryland. He relocated to Selindirove, PA, a to
in the middle of the blackout area, which
than 100 power plants in the Ohio River v
and for the first time, the contribution of these power
plants to regional air quality” and what it would be like without them aftor

Marafu’s samples show that these coal-burning power plants produce a
much bigger-than-reported share of the chemical cocktail tll'::at peuf;:nlu in the
Northeast inhale everyday. Within 24 hours of the blackout, sulfur dioxide
levels dropped 90 percent, and ozone declined by 50 percent. Both chemi-
cals are linked to global climate change, lung disease and increased mortal-
ity rates. Daytime visibility in the region during the blackout increased by
: percent decrease in light scatteri rticles, |
I‘a;lll smokestacks, built to alleviate pollution close m;#:wer planugz npiaay con-
tribute to the regional air problem by causing emissions to stay suspended
long enough to react and produce other, more harmful pollutants. At least
Marafu sees a silver lining in his smoggy data. ‘If these plants were shut
down, results would be immediate’,”

mals feed off of
them. Explosives
have always done
the job fine enough.

Power plants
themselves can be
rather complicated.
Smaller power/
transformer sta-
Hons are simpler
targets that have
been attacked to
take out power for
a smaller area for
bank robberies or  F
hiks. The stations are more widely spread
out and far less guarded. A transformer
is the necessary element for a function-
ing station and it could be disabled with
armor piercing ammunition which does
as good a job as explosives with the ben-
efit of distance. The number of trans-
formers is relative to the station size. A

happens to be downwind of more
- ‘It was a unique opportunity
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is an extremely
risky business and
therefore ap-
proached cau-
tiously if at all.
Nuclear power
may well be the
mast frightening of
all technologies.
The power of de-
struction that leaks
from it during nor-
mal operation is le-
IY\ 1 thal enough, but a
complete  core
meltdown is likely catastrophic,

The nuclear core must be kept
cooled by a number of chemicals and lig-
uids piped into the plant through long
tunnels. Some saboteurs (hopefully only
the arm chair type) have talked about the
weakness created by these extended ar-
teries and their increased susceptibility
9

Suppert =

i w



to being wrecked. Whether or not the
contents of the pipe itself are toxic (which
is “}Cf*“ likely the case), the threat of
draining coolant may not be the best of
ideas. But this would require a much
greater understanding of nuclear plants
and their functioning. The plant will al-
ways have a number of fail safes (which
clearly are far from perfect) in the event
of core meltdown, but the more time
between recognition of a problem and

meltdown, the better the chances that the
worst case scenario won't happen. So in
this instance, like we'll see with the coal

powered plants below, have been sabo-

teurs would prefer to attack the neces-

sary and incoming resources than those
making the plant more vulnerable to

1rnmedjnteme!rdcrwn.1hchypotheﬁmlf

historical point has been to shut down

the plant in-

stead of tak-

B A

imported resources, railwa Vs are sh
tal tools of industry. Nearly all ind
and fuel related railroads have their
tracks which can be distingui
through prolonged observation,
For historical saboteurs, the 2
tage would be clear. Railroad
through too vast of an area ko be
constant guard or checkpoint. Any g
railway is likely to go through a num
of regions or bioregions and coal p
ered railways are even more likely te
through mountainous or forested ar
carrying miles and miles of the lifehl
of technological civilization. In s
they are extremely open and acce
to sabotage. |
This can be done in a number of ¢
ferent ways. Explosives have been us
to blow the tracks for a number of ¢

" Yo
ing the ré- T s e i
gion out with rpﬂ:m *-'ntl;rn::.m ditficult d
it. :_Im-nh'mr prlbe _hmwth Mmh: one e
Coal Jﬁm“.mﬂﬂhh £
Powered Amm:“m’."gmﬁm
plants are a £ ool o g 1o or 18
- i : : _
bit simpler, & €ssity ot the blasting p.,‘:,,m trigzered b
1 d the debris ooke ke will theow 5 train. §
n order to : k:rbﬂlmhﬂ‘wwm
rum, the}r b':-r q ﬂ'u:_',"are e
need a con- )( Sutficient .m@?&’“m““mm.":? m_mm" a
stant supply x be blocked anyhow by the detrailed train. T21l a train
of, you Main blast, If you have limited amounts of U€StTOY th
wplotives, only bloat the ]
guessed it, innar tracks. ::ulkkuf it, 0
coal. That coal is . p . o keep |
transported by railroad, fmmPﬂSSiﬂg-meendmmmem !

It might be easy for us to forget

that the railmaz has had in I‘nge SHI::;]'.?'LI;
of the last few centuries since they are
rarely the choice for individual transpor-
tation anymore. But the opening of the
network of railroads through nations has
been the primary means for spreading
empire and fueling it. While globaliza-
tion has turned industry outwards to
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positioning and detonators used.

The sheer length and stretch of
tracks means that a number of differe
points on the same track or differe
points on separate tracks are likely to be
placed without having been noticed,
even in urban areas, Hitting different
points on a track at different times has
kept tracks out of commission for a

08

has typically been only part of the plan.
lor a track to be used it requires that the
sccompanying high tension wires work.
The wires run along the top of the rail-
way above the train or alongside tracks
us something very similar to telep
poles. The two can be distinguished by
the positioning of the insulators which
connect the wires to the poles (see pic-
ture below). On telephone poles the in-
sulators run parallel as opposed to the
staggered insulators of high tension

wires.

The wires have been targeted in
three ways: taking the poles down with
explosives at the base/s, pulling the
wires down (with extreme caution as the

er period. With enough people or
ugh enough space tracks could be
troyed or threatened long enough to
the plantitself vulnerable or require
I it be shut down temporarily, again

rther wires are
reas- e % -
the tremely

y high volt-
age) or

taking

the out the
mount insula-
area tors as

% ~  would be

s L”“}‘- done on

ithout - the trans-
lectric- formers,
f Location

of insulators for poles and above rail po-
sitions: insert pics.

The wires can be taken down by at-
taching one end of a wire to an object
and preferably stuck into moist ground.
The other end is wrapped around some-
thing heavy like a rock or piece of metal.
Making sure to let go of the wire as it is
thrown over the high tension wires
causes the line to short though running
the risk of electrocution if not handled
carefully.

. Sabotage to the tracks themselves

hone

BOMNE ECO-FACTS:

IPorcupines can't shoot their quills. But upon contact, the porcupine will release
hundreds at a time.

Fed foxes can jump 15 feet.

A skunk can spray 10-13 feet with accuracy.

Spotted skunks can carry the rabies virus without being affected. They are
incommon because they are killed off due to the fact that they could be infected
| Deer have been observed eating birds that had been caught in nets.
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ne message and the messenge

FC, Ted Kaczvynski, ang
Resisting the Technologica
Systen

-Kevin Tucker

It's been a decade since 'FC’ sent what would be the last bomb of a seventeen y
hnrr.lblng campaign. These bombs, aimed at airlines, technocrats and comp
engineers, were all part of a larger message: the technological system is killing
earllh and we will no longer allow this. That message was driven home wh b
national American papers were forced into printing ‘Industrial Society and
Future’. This is what would be called the Unabomber Manifesto.

A year later in 19%6, Harvard gradu- The technocrats and its media sy
ate and mathematician turned hermit pathizers know this. They know that]
Theodore Kaczynski was turned in by public loves a good spectacle. They lg
his brﬂthe’lr as a Unabom suspect to be a face, even if it's a face that they lo
later convicted and given two life sen- hate. In the case of FC, that face is |
tences. !nm'ci‘)rasp-ectofhis!ife,TEd was Kaczynski. The madxmathemati
demonized by the media as a deranged  turned hermit-bomber, They say he
and meticulous serial killer. His life was  lested his bombs. ﬂey :ra].r};hnt-
torn apart and recreated by his brother bombed because of his mental instab
and mother to fit the media profile. ties and his failure to connect with o .

Every step was taken to shoot the people. They say anything that will s
MEesSenger. their story. And that is the story that se !

~ But the message would inevitably Butitisnotjust their story: the corpora
slip through the cracks. It found solace media has and needs no monopol
among anti-civilization anarchists, neo- Many would-be sympathizers are'lI:st ;
Luddites, ecologists, and those chewed eager to push FC aside. :
up and left behind by the dehumaniz- Of course that's understandable, it
ing techrmln_gical system. For some it was easier to play along and stay on the saf
a confirmation that something was very side, FC was, in fact, a terrorist gI ;
wrong a!:hout our way of living. Even Bombing is a violent act. For those cage
more so, it was a message that something  tosell their own ideology and prove thei
drastic needed to happen to change that. moral purity, these are tough issues
lf was a message that something They think that only lunatics kill, tha
drastic could happen. violence is never justified while th::y ig
For thme_ within the technological nore the violence that is inseparable f om
system, that is a frightening message. everyday life within the technologica
That is why it is buried far beneath an  system, within civilization. They stick tg
obsession with the messenger, Buried to  the drama surreunding Ted E:rhn st
a Flilil.'!f.‘ where most are not interested or - has never willingly claimed t{; be FC. As
willing to dig. Buried to a place where they see it, FC remains the product ::rt' ]
many would-be sympathizers have little  warped mind and we can move along ‘
interest in digging. And the reverse happens as wel‘l
SPECIES TRAITOR NCL 4 100

| early 2001, it was with a combination
uf eagerness and curiosity about who
fhis person was and what they were try-
Ing to say. Our correspondence grew

| becomes romanticized. He becomes  action and bound to rigid moralistic
jcon of resistance to the technological thinking: another barrier to action. This
stem. A Med Ludd for the Twentieth isa critical evaluation for those who are
wntury. Like any other icon, martyr or open to ‘all the tools in the toolbox’ to
lia star, the messenger becomes the beat a cliché senseless.
pessage. They can do no wrong.

| know this from experience. [ was
awn to Ted for apparent reasons: both
{ us wish to destroy the technological
yetem and are open to any method for
hieving that goal. I know 1 was never
parching for a martyr, but even as a
riend, Ted remained something of a

wdia star. When 1 began writing Ted

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF FC

To me, the most important issue raised
by FC is a tactical question: how effer-
tive is terrorism as a tactic. Since the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks, even the word
terrorism can be terrorizing. Due to a
worsened political climate, it's become
the norm to step as far away from the
term and what it stands for. To a degree,
this is understandable. But let’s not blur
facts. The Unabom campaign was terror-
ism: certain individuals were targeted
because of their positions. They weren't
necessarily targeted because their deaths
would have ended the technological sys-
tem, but because they were replaceable
technocrats.

I want to emphasize this point. In
terms of directly ending or threatening
the technological system, FC would bea
complete failure. 3 deaths and 29 inju-
ries will not break the system, no matter
who those targets are. The individuals
were chosen carefully (though not al-
ways the vickims), but what they repre-
sented to the system was a huge part of
the message: engineers of the technological
system will be held personally acconniable
for their contributions.

FC was, of course, not doing any-
thing new or original. Campaigns of po-
litical assassinations, another form of ter-
rorism, do the same thing, A technocrat
is no different from a politician: though

symbuolic they are easily replaceable. It
is the position, not the individual, which is
targeted. Terrorism of this sort is as old
And it can be very effective.

KN

heavily, ending rather abruptly in 2004.

Through that period, my idea of
who Ted is changed greatly, but took
with it my whole understanding of what
it means to be eritical and the limits of
solidarity. I've come to a greater under-
standing of the significance of the
Unabom campaign, the subsequent trial,
Ted Kaczynski and resisting civilization.
The entire Unabomber ordeal is ex-
tremely important, Far too important to
not give it a more critical and complex
approach than the simple characterized
look at the Unabomber as Ted
Kaczynski: demon or saint.

The message and the messenger
need to be understood in their own right
and the link between the two needs to
be contextualized. Whether we agree or
not with the tactics, we have to recog-
nize that FC raised the bar for the mo-
mentum against the technological sys-
tem. This is what I'm interested in look-
ing at. I'm not interested in the ridicu-
lous debate over viclence and non-vio-
lence. To me it is just another philosophi-
cal abstraction to keep us mediated from  as dissent.

SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4



History shows us as much. It is a tactic
uf_guen'jjlas and of empires. Revolution-
aries and counterrevolutionaries alike
have always used it. What usually de-
termines the effect is the scale. During
revolutionary periods throughout Latin
America, it would be a norm to see hun-
dreds or even thousands of burcaucrats
assassinated between regimes. The US
government uses it as much throughout
the world as it has on radical groups like

the American Indian Movement and the  vivisection. Neither is true, but this is i

Black
Pan-
thers.

But it
doesn't

alwa
h i Attendant
ave to guarters

b e
about
mur-
der. It
isatac-
tical approach. One example a little
closer to home is the animal liberation
campaign Stop Huntingdon Animal
Cruelty (SHAC). Over the past few years,
SHAC has grown to an international
campaign with one goal: shut down
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), one of
the largest vivisectors in the world. The
idea is simple: you start with the largest
operation and shut them down, shaking
the whole field up in the process and
:hcn pi;}sing off the others. In concrete
erms, this means raiding and torchi
HLS labs, protesting :;ndsumemi&eh?ﬁz-
rupting financial backers, and holding
the individual vivisectors and corporate
bureaucrats accountable by holding pro-
tests outside their homes.
_ Alarge portion of the animal libera-
tion contingency has distanced them-
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

Overoll view of o

selves from those involved with S

They are constrained by moralistic blig
ers and a fear of losing their mass g

peal. In doing so, they overlook that
tactic i effective. HLS is being cut off

is wcll_un the way to shutting dov
Those involved are learning a less

about accountability. And they are le
ing this without direct violence,

I'm not saying that the SHAC can

paign is perfect or such tactics will

Ll

Searchlight

Feeder line

tronstormer stabion
r e

minds us will not end animal exploita
tion any more than the FC campaigi
would have ended the technological sys
tem. HLS can be shut down, but vivisec
tion will not be stopped. This kind of ta
tic is only applicable on a small enough
scale or with a massive momentum. U
fortunately, the anti-civilization and anti
technological momentums lack the lat
ter.
But what FC lacked in quantity was
compensated for in quality. Revolution-
ary violence is largely a thing of the past
in the US. While there is an excess of sur-
veillance and security technology, there's
not a whole lot of violence directed at
technocrats and politicians to really jus-
tify it. Their security is preemptive and
it gives the impression of being untouch-
able. In the US climate, this comfort level

K2

pecomes pathological: the ultra special-
jged bureaucracy becomes anonymous.
Had the reason for the targets been given
more attention, the FC campaign could
have been far more effective in shaking
fhings up. The engineers of the techno-
Jpical system could have been exposed
as the Eichmann's of the late Twentieth
{entury. FC offered a mail-order
Nuremnburg,

Because of the media, this didn’t
happen. Accountability may have found
its way into the larger psychological
lindscape, but coming right at the begin-
ning of a massive growth in technocratic
positions, the message was saturated.

And it's doubtful that this could
have happened. The technological sys-
fem is strong enough to have endured
the lpss of 3 technocrats and could take
the loss of many more. While 1 have no
real sympathy for technocrats and poli-
ticians, | have serious doubts about how
effective this approach really is or could
be. Fortunately, I think the weaknesses
of the technological system are far easier
to attack. And those targets are not hu-
man, which we'll return to.

But no matter what we think about
these kinds of attacks, we have to real-
ize that this has happened. FC has taken
lives and the idea is out there.

Like it or not, the bar is raised.

The primary contribution of FC remains
the essay Industrial Society and its Future.
I think the essay really speaks for itself,
so 1 won't give it as much attention here.
But I do want to emphasize a few points.

From my reading, the manifesto re-
ally drives home two major points: the
technological system must be destroyed
and that any anti-technological move-
ment must sharply break from the left.
Tactically 1 agree completely with the
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first and 1 agree as much with the sec-
ond point, but what that means for me
differs greatly from what Ted has in
mind and likely FC had intended. Per-
haps this is the area where Ted has be-
come inseparable from FC because of his
steadfast grasp on the idea of a move-
ment dedicated solely to the destruction
of the technological system.

And this is the area where 1 split
from Ted the most. That is because of two
primary differences: 1)1 don’t see a revo-
lution against technology or civilization
as being any more likely than preferable
and 2) that stems from a distrust of mass
movements and the kind of organiza-
tions that revolutions require. A revolu-
tion, especially the kind that Ted and FC
envision, needs a mass ideology and pro-
gram. A revolution against the techno-
logical system will notlook like a couple
hundred FC's mailing bombs, but like
any other revolution. That is a certain
structure and pattern that has always
failed.

Perhaps it is because I'm interested
in destroying civilization in a totalistic
sense rather than just the concrete tech-
nological infrastructure that Thave such
sharp differences with Ted and FC. Itis

in terms of tactics and targets that we are
largely on the same level, but where I'm
interested in going, revolution cannot go.

This all comes back to what Ted has
written since his arrest. [ see what Ted
has written as extremely important, but
at the same time, somewhat distinguish-
able from what FC put on the table. Per-
haps this is where words and action split.
But I see those actions made by FC alone
as something worthy in their own right.
Though they are within the greater con-
text of Ted Kaczynski and the media, |
hope that guilt by association will never

result in such a significant campaign be-
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ing tossed entirely aside. raise these issues because | think Ted h

We have FC to thank for not only put something significant on the tabl
reminding us that reform is worthless, even if he is not FC, and that it desers
but that the system is vulnerable. FC re- respectful attention, but must be 2
minds us that behind the machine are proached critically,
human names and faces. FC reminds involved in the momentum against ciy
them that they are not untouchable. lization would too easily toss aside ¢

Maost importantly, FC reminds us work of anyone they found questionak
that we can do something about the de- There are a few major points thal

Far too many foll

struction of life, found most significant in our letters an

in Ted’s writing in general. All of the
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TED points and discussions ultimately s
KACZYNSKI

rounded what it will take to destroy th
technological system. Here Ted and
Over the years that | wrote Ted, I gota were largely in agreement, but there 2
much clearer idea of who Ted is and  differences.
what he wants. | don’t think that any- As far as central agreements go, Te
one can question his absolute conviction  does claim to be “anti-civilization™:
and devotion to the cause of destroying “1 fully agree that civilization is a
the technological system. He has cer- evil to be eliminated if possible. By
tainly gained my respect, but he has not the problem of civilization is part g
earned my trust. the technology problem. Civiliza
Ted is a revolutionary. If he indeed tion, in fact, resulted from a tec
is FC, then that campaign, like his post- logical advance, namely, the deve
arrest writings, are a contribution to that opment of agricultural techniques
movement. A movement which Ted that made large-scale, sedentary
seems to see himself as at least partial intensive agriculture possible. ... 5¢
engineer: he's somewhat of a self-ap- the problem of getting rid of civilis
peinted vanguard. Like any vanguard, zation is essentially identical with
they must recruit followers for their ul- the problem of getting rid of a ce
timate cause. Though not necessarily ly- tain body of agricultural technol
ing, they aren't afraid to bend the truth ogy."!
to suit their needs, use things like flat- However, that certain body of agri
tery and deceit to brew their following cultural technology, Ted claims, is not a
and create like-minded engineers. I was feasible target. And in concrete terms
always conscious of this and could see it he's right. You can’t blow up cultural
in action. Ted no doubt has his agenda knowledge unless you destroy the
and will do what it takes to push it. This people carrying it. Neither Ted nor | is
much is expected of a revolutionary. He really interested in that. | argue that the
has said the same about me. But a cen- possibility for the survival of a large-
tral part of our break was his inability to scale agricultural society is highly un-
sell me on his agenda. likely after the collapse of our global civi-
I'do want to be fair to Ted. I'm not lization because of a severe loss in both
interested in trashing him and certainly knowledge and craft required and the
not in discounting what he has done. I erosion of lands that would have other-
SPECIES TRAITOR NOC. 4 WO

wise been farmed. If we can barely 1:-1{;--E
vive on a global system
monocropping, | have doubts about that
wystemn being resurrected on a large sfcnle.
I'm sure that it will happen on a micro-
scale, but that's far beyond any reach I
would or should have.
But there’s something more here.
Ted and [ share the same target: thrl.‘
modern technological infrastructure. It's
A prac-
tical
l.:rgm.
As Ted
puts it,
“I con-
cen-
trate
on in-
dus-
trial-
age
tech-
nology
simply
from
considerations of feasibility. Once the
System has broken down people will
hurwe to give up most industrial-age H]I:e
nology, because that technology cani
used without the aid of the System.™
But for me, that target is a fea.f}}blle
concrete aspect of civilization, l'n::t it is
not the only one. I'm inte_:-est_ed in 't;}k-
ing on the totality of civilization which
SUrPASSes matnﬁrulrmmm.ﬁ?tgwhy
I talk about rewilding and resisting as
two parts of the same thing. 1 think m};
sistance against ﬁviliznl.ir_rr:l Ifm:lst reac
into all the places that civilization du-e'il
That goes deeper than the technologica
system to the domestication process it-
celf. That is a significant difference be-
tween Ted and 1. Though we both agree
on the face of things about this, it tums

SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

Cooling
element

]:u?f}r, but also looking at what anarchis-

tic, post-civilization societies may look
like, I'm interested in talking about l'LI-uw
people have lived and how we can live.
Mot to form a blue print for the cmﬁ_n:rh-
dation of the anti-civilization revolution,
but as something to put out there, to get

out to be different in practice.

[ am interested in talking about tear-
apart civilized concepts of commu-

people
- think-

t h e
- primal
war of
body
and
soul.

That
means
having
&
deeper
understanding of the origins of civiliza-
tion. A deeper understanding of how I.'F'le
domestication process works. It entails
discussion, action and unmediated con-
nection. Buk the room for this ]'_til'lid of
thing in Ted's revolution is minimal.
There is one target, one focus: destroy
the technological infrastructure.

Ted's conviction and devotion to
this point has been a major point of con-
tention between Ted and other anti-civi-
lization anarchists. In ‘Ship of Fools', one
of Ted"s most infamous and p-l:’t‘h.alpﬁ his
best essay, Ted was offering a glimpse
of this, but I'm not sure the extent of what
he envisioned really came out. That mes-
sage, like the message of ISAIF, is the
need “to build a movement that will be
intensively and exclusively focused on
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lines, but that's no reason why any one needed to be done and did somethi
else should, Was it the most efficient or best actig

There's a difference between under- Hardly, but it was significant (assumi
standing how other societies work and  again that Ted and FC are the same). B
making them into utopias, Just as there’s  hindsight is always best. And with th
a difference between the conviction that hindsight, Ted offered one of his mg
civilization will collapse and the under- important and controversial essays, 'k
standing that we are active agents in that Where it Hurls' *
process, one way or another, and that The article has its setbacks, but b
role is extremely important which Ted often those have stood in the way of 5¢
argues as well. What Ted is saying is far ing what Ted put on the table: an op
from new: his framework is the frame- discussion about what the most efficie
work is revolutionary thinking, targets might be for any group seekin

to destroy the technological infras

Asfaras [ can seeit, revolution will never ture. And again, his rather hard-lin
be able to overcome civilization. Weneed stance on a strictly anti-technologicy
something different. We need something  movement comes through. He mention
that can handle more complexity and that acts like smashing up chain sto
move beyond rhetoric and party lines. and liberating animals are not revo
For me, that is primal war: a physical, tonary activities since they aren't thre
spiritual and psychological war waged ening to the existence of the system.
against civilization and the domestica- much is true. Smashing chain stores
tion process itself. It is about the world liberating animals won't bring about ¢
we live in and the world we want to live collapse of civilization, but I would
in. hardly consider them “pointless”. |

This is something Ted knows about, elaborated on this in anather essay™, bul
but would never have made a part of his these are valid acts of rage and resis
manifesto. In the interview with Theresa tance. | don't think anyone would say
Kintz and through our letters, Ted talked that they would destroy civilization i
about the relationships that he devel- and of themselves, but they do und
oped with the region where he lived, the  mine the grasp of the domesticators a

animals he hunted and watched. He the order that they have imposed upo

talked about how he was pushed over us. They are significant.
the edge when the place he had come to And, of anyone, Ted should be
love was being threatened by develop- aware of this. If we only consider actions
ers. When he realized that you cannot that seriously threaten the technological
escape the technological system. That is system to be revolutionary then FC's
what drove him to action, bombs and manifesto wouldn’t be con-
It is that spiritual connection that sidered revolutionary either. I don't
inspires me and demands some respect. know if FC thought that the technologi-
It was that spiritual connection that cal system would have come to its knees
threw aside any philosophical quibbles through that bombing campaign from
about what would be the bestaction was the start but clearly ‘they’ realized that
needed and what morality limits certain wouldn't happen in 1995 when the mani-
types of action. Ted knew that something festo was sent out as an end to the bomb-
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4 K08

Jlished. Tt brought the message that
something can be done.

i i ts are
message further. Five primary targe .
p:up:::ed: the electric-power grid, the tr'_',’tll:lea :,a
mnmu:ﬁx:aﬁ:msindusrry,thecﬂmputer a_p_n_mal_ry 1
industry, the propaganda mdustr_y,and civilization 0
{he biotechnology industry. Without way or anothe
these, we are told,

lutely correct. The

jM

i tiers
. The action was more powerful in nanotechniology are bot: ?;Lafiiﬁnd ol
hat i resented than what it accom- to the advnnﬂemept and ¢ o,
Ein istence of civilization. That mmakes
rather clear targets. But it makes sense
as a frontier of -:i-vilizatiun: In th:e_ same
article, Ted considers the tunba_’:r indus-
ide issue”, and logically m:rt
rget. No doubt, most anti-
eaning folks involved one
with the timber indus-
try are well aware

And "Hit Where it Hurts' carries that

ill col " woee open emien that they arednot
the system will col- et gy, e wow w1 gaining ground.
oy [:w 'th .il-l‘ﬁi :."‘.'.'."'H::':.."'“?m.“ But gaining
three, that is abso-

ground is not nec-
essarily the point.
Maintaining
ground is. The tim-
ber industry and a
number of animal
enslavers, like the
biotechnology in-
dustry, all stand at
the frontier be-
tween civilization
and remaining
wildness. If one is
1a viable target,
; » why is action di-

o] e
gystem cannot sur-
vive without elec-
fricity, and with
disruptions in the
communications
and computer in-
dustry, it can be as-

sured that the sys- |
term will not be able
to get back online

in the relatively
short ime span be-
pween civilization

’“

and a post-civilized rected towards the others not part oftl'u;t
w“ﬂ%..e propaganda industry and bio- revolution? It comes back to the single

i the difference between
i need a bit more at-  track attack ;’.“d . r
tech_nolt;gy muiuu;etz*rtand the grudge Ted what an ant1-1:_ml:hnplng-ca“l1;$$:;
‘mu'i.;i\u‘iadr:ﬂwardj the propaganda in- and an anuan'frmzat}]c:r; ;-::: e Aol
'3’0;: but fighting it has alwaysbeenan look like. Desires wi
e ' v =
bxcegivghr uphill battle. As its own tar- action. e
vet, it is far too large. Granted, I wish it I think t L:” et
e 1d be destroved, but I don't see itas between Ted and 1, o k.eepmu_
b e viable ::r!;;etrthan the other ones pointing it m:l. He ;-v:inlz a r:jd 1 w};n g
s i i logical revolubon a
i in the article. Without elec- technolog; \ n and 1 b
n{.ar_i;ﬂl.':f Tt‘:lpaganda industry willbe see the destruction “;:Lv:;l?\r:z?gm 1
:jr:-i:é,:taut IFSE-E little reason to believe it :E“ﬂmmgh:]nt::rap:;m‘ A tnmsee ?
i fore hand. - More TP e
mllﬁﬁgmbe ology industry makes revolt al.ga.ul'ist domestication in
much more sense. Biotechnology and of a primal war.

(2]
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That is definitely reflected in our have
different views and eritiques. But that to help us along the way.
doesn’t mean there aren’t major points And for raising the bar and bri
of agreement and solidarity. In his per- ing important tactical issues up, wea
sonal views, the world Ted wants to live FC and Ted enough credit to take wh
in isn’t all that different from the world is most relevant from their contributio
lenvision. But I can’t see his revolution, seriously and act on it.
or any revolution for that matter, taking
us there, ! Personal correspondence., January 18

I wouldnt question for a second that 2002,
Ted's revolution is an anarchist revoly- 2 Ibid.
tion. He is wary of all the issues I've
mentioned because he’s rightly CON Jeftists, but if you disagree I won't arg
cerned that attempts to completely elimi- with you, It would be a waste of time 1
e — “I':.'UH. lead to another system quibble about a semantic point,”
where equality is the only enforceable | . ]
v, Hi I ulkimnatel ¥ conomed with the Personal correspondence. January 18,

il g ey ; 2002

elimination of overarching systems of P s 2ol de 5
domination. But, again, I don't think a 1{:{:T|mmd o, NE
strictly destructive front is necessarily <

to look everywhere for somet

" Ted's side note: “1 call these people

1] - -, 5 » I T 3
the only one available. Critique and ac- ~ Personal correspondence. November 4

tion can coexist. 2002.

We do have much in common. As] ' Personal comespondence. January 7,
see it, what Ted and FC have put on the 2003.
table is extremely important and far too  * Personal correspondence. August 23,
important to lose it to differences with 2002
Ted's perspectives. Taking on civiliza- * Green Anarchy no. 8, 2002,
tion is a tremendous task. Along theway '""Primal Rage, ‘Hit Where it Hurts, But
we're going to have to learn what it in the Meantime. ... Green Anarchy no,
means to be critical and we're going to 9 2002,
FONE ECO-FALTS:
Females of some species of fireflies are able to fake the flash of smaller species,
Dince seduced, the duped male fireflies are eaten,
-Ravens play by flying upside down and frolick together in the sky, play tag and
Hrop sticks and other objects for each other to catch,
Black Bear babies are a little bigger than a chipmunk when born.

‘There are about 319-338 species of Hummingbirds in the Americas and 0
fpecies in the rest of the world.

rSphagnum Moss was used as diapers by some Native Americans.

Neither Brook Trout or Lake Trout are Trout but are Char, Early settlers named
them for their resemblance to European Brook Trout.

rWalleyes are gargantuan perch, the biggest members of the family.

It takes a beaver 3 minutes to cut a tree that is 5 inches thick.

‘The name ‘moose’ is derived from the Algonkian word ‘moo
br bwig eater,”
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

see’ meaning “'bar1
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The Earth lives, ""P“'“k& and plays in rhythms. &JI
thoroughly enjoy the outdoors and k.ntmf Cl’.‘r:!’]'{:-ﬂ e e
jgnorant of these rthythms, be thﬂr 1_11rd waFL e, B ar at the moming's
wreckseationalists o even survivalists, their hearts 1:}“ n-.;r “;iw a plant growing in
birdsongs, their day hikes do not strny_ ur.pnusq. b lLT";:I':.: 1"-" e on cockiead fox

1~'.'1'-3un; defiance of a field guide’s limitations. Ewven if their 5 AP = g
i dial call of sandhill cranes, it is only as a hobby and. n ighboring
e prum:j ]?,-,‘.-: » of Life. A gardener, after killing off nearly all th‘i;nﬂihihu“-t\d
E r.ﬂthr;.-r E d :,iz what they were “good for” and was shocked w ::ﬂh sh I
:::II:::;r;:i;:ng his flowers. Rewilding is more than skills and know-how; it is

|4 - -

jn atiitudle, an understEncing ight 1 called my neighbors out
The song of the seasons is wrilten Last r:lh tic see the huge rlsing
he wind and can still be heard and into the street to 58 id she was sur-
E ek h nness, selflessness moon. One neighbor sai ; this late at
Imr'.fl:t 1:::2: Hl‘n:}gcapi;{f; the murder- prised the moon Was 50 lﬂ:tltm]:ni ur:e
R 4 of our culture, patterning one’s night and it dnwﬂﬁ:} ﬂ;:(mt e
ous gop he patterns of the Land is es- here knew anything abou! 20 simple
:I;t;;i?:r;dfﬂiing a bioregional diet is relu:;tia%_l patlernﬁ;n:i:::hﬂzh:li:ldiﬁdml
) : " is it was how our T
vxlreliﬂf‘l_!-"_ Ir?}-“:r'lt i:'nn:;r]::vt ::;:ut::]:»:t‘;: When did we lﬂst'rthiE in?’m.a - ::?::;
e 1m‘]m'l:l‘l'jh r.: k!ir.:-en to the Land. One  tion to the stars? I'm beginning ! g
out the ahi.1t}r L'rt 1 e done with he I vas our most recent .:unnrch.ﬂﬂ..w- it:.,
o, CHIEELEY fﬁ fcf -m\:,(.nﬁ_ oritcanbe for it is in the sky wl:u:r-e_uur ::l.ﬂl}rn; g
AT 1S e, 2t
:::.th " not only too goal-focused, but Stargazing with fT-;m-_-s'l: oments; and
f ther selfish; for living with the one of our most th the night sky
u]s-clhrj“ sans Hvingg invan interdependent even when I'm alone W_1it L g L
!-M 1-"t + absent of individualismand 1 find myself open as !h e Lo
anmmUJI'II /o » domination. Learning to  old friends, and throug ‘1'_’ Sy
' ""‘-"“‘T“’““;F s “birthing and mi- call and falling stars, I realize .rﬂ-:i e
:r;:::::;?ia';ns of d?::fewni plants, ani- h‘r"-"!:'lﬂﬂ iﬁ; li':;:r:‘?ﬂ'ﬁ: Lm chE
J o : = 13 5 r > T & -
als e 0 e n thelives i hepast o 2 U 20 0
an 3 :

m
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too often | meet !prh: who
rable survival skills, yet are




P & K
able happens, absent of words or whis-
pers of logic. Here in the North, with the
spring thaw, the sap gushes from the
maple trees, and as it boils down in my
kettle day after day, I watch great
changes wash over the Land. Many birds
return for half frozen bugs and mating,
the skunks are awake and the night
breezes tell their sad story of sluggish
awakenings and fast cars. Steelhead
trout will seon run fierce from the Great
Lakes to fight dams and spawn in the
shallows. Then comes the month of dan-
delion sun and morel mushrooms, lilacs,
feisty bluegill and hungry bass. Soon
black cherries will follow elderflowers
and all the season’s eyeles will burst forth
with color and fragrance vet remain as
unpredictable as the moming flight of
swallows. But there is always more, more
than what we can see, more to learn,
Time is the only thing needed, and luck-
ily the only thing we really have.
One can learn to survive in the wild, Healing through Resistance
yet still not know the Way of Life. Primi-
tive skills are a necessity, but the essence  When the ebb and flow of the Land arg
of rewilding carnot be taught by humans  mirrored in the life of a person, once the
to humans, Itcan only be heard inbrocks  changing moons and tides become the
and birdsong, seen in the eyes of the movements of one’s own life, the suffe
undomesticated and felt through immea- ing of the Earth is obvious. Your pe
surable amounts of time spent watching, sonal shifts and seasons are disrupte
listening, conversing and reflecting inthe when the Earth is also, its pain is finally
wild. heard, understood and internalized. [t
S0 awake with the sun and breathe becomes your pain and when the Earth
the morning air, track animals for days heals you, it is only natural to do every-
on end, camp in the snow, play games thing in your power to heal the Earth.
with the stars, make love in the rain, ig- But it is one thing to understand the
nore trails and hike in creeks and Earthis suffering and another to realize
marshes instead, speak to oaks and the severity of what this means. Some
muskrats, (but don't be surprised when live completely primitive, focusing on
they respond), get dirty, be childlikeand personal healing instead of spreading
remember no one was born civilized. wildness toevery oppressed being. They
Only then will the Earth open itself up ignore civilization by retreating to the
to you like a field in bloom ar a develop- sanctuary of wilderness and can only
ment in flames. wait until civilization comes to them. On
SPECIES TRAITOR, NO. < Ir2

“...thereis...music in these hills,
by no means audible to all. To
hear even a few notes of it you
must first live here for a long
time, and you must know the
speech of hills and rivers. Then
on a skill night, when the camp-
fire is low and the Pleiades have
climbed over rimrocks, sit qui-
Etl}' and listen for a wolf to
howl, and think hard of every-
thing vou have seen and tried
to understand. Then You may
hear it- a vast pulsing harmony-
its score inscribed on a thousand
hills, its notes the lives and
deaths of plants and animals, its
rhythms spanning the seconds
and the centuries.”
-Aldo Leopaold

. Sa” ..-". el E y
ihe other hand, most ignore their wild-
yiess and continue the pain by support-
ing the modern world with their very
lives, but either way they are both ignor-
ing comething deep and either way they
cannot fully realize the simple truth the
whole world is screaming out. Whm.l
was young I saw this truth in my f;tl}'!l:-r Y
cancer and the chemical warning signs
that lined the rivers | fished. Ifeltit later
in the sting of tear-gassed streets and
heard it echoed in the voices of so-called
fricnds blaming the viclence on me for
simply de-
fending my-
self, And
now | feel it
everywhere,
m o w e d
lawnes,
streetlights
blotting out
stars, the car-
casses  of
pregnant dect
lisft to rot, ears
still flicking in
the wake of
passing cars.
The truth is
simple: This
is War, and
until we real-
ize that, we
are useless.
Before 1
began the life-
long recovery
process that is
rewilding or
ever even heard of anarchy, 1 would
wonder why [ was born into this a]l--:r:m-
SuUming, culture of death and destruction
and foreed to participate. From as far
back as | can remember family members
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joked that I was born in the wrong cen-
tury, the life I wanted to live belonged
only to the past. I would secretly curse
highways and the billboards that lined
them and sometimes cry at the sight of
powerlines and radio towers. My Iife
was swallowed by the hopelessness this
culture feeds off of. So when | came
across instances of powerline sabotage
like the Bolt Weevil farmers of Montana
and more recent actions popping up all
over ltaly, my desperation became em-
powerment and I knew then why | wias
born into civi-
lization. And
now when 1
see those tow-
ers and feel
the destruc-
tive reach of
the civilized
world, in-
stead of cry-
ing I have to
laugh because
1 know that
living roots
will break the
pavement, I
krow what 15
responsible
for the con-
tinuation of
ecocide and
we cannot let
it continue.
With
wildness as
the founda-
tion of our
lives, the core of our being, our resistance
will be as instinctual as that which drives
spawning fish to charge the concrete that
blocks their rivers. It will be as natural
as rockslides taking out roads, as un-
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yielding as wildfires swallowing condos.
But, ironically encugh, it is our domesti-
cated upbringing that empowers us as
well. That is our opponent’s greatest
fear, and rightly so, for we know the in-
ner workings of civilization, we lived the
civilized mindset and know that no dia-
logue can get us out. No protest permits,
cardboard signs or sit-in chants can
achieve our goals or attain our world we
once shared with the eastern wood bi-
son, Michigan grayling, blue
pike, among others. We have
more power to undo this horror
than any other being since. Civi-
lization has trained us and we
will be its downfall. If activists
do nothing to stop this machine
with their reformist, pacifist tac-
tics or techno-utopian dreams
(the nightmare of the Earth) then
we are also to blame for our end-
less arguing and debating with
such people. By living against
civilization, we act against them
and their spectatorship of the
natural world. It is their belief
in “conservation” rather than
complete immersion into a direct
relationship that prevents any
connection on an interpersonal
level. Direct action comes from
direct experience and those opposed to
it in any form lack the intimacy and kin-
ship with those they are supposedly de-
fending. Condemning beautiful and
powerful acts of wild defiance and self-
defense in favor of a festive non-action
aimed at anything less than complete
collapse is a failure from the start, an in-
sult to the Land and the depth of emo-
tion that forced someone to act with the
night. Ecological direct action is a full
mind-body-soul reaction to a personally
violent attack. It is a just and emphatic
SPECIES TRAITOR MO, 4

response by those whose life is the Ea
whose friends and relatives are the d
placed and dying,

In late spring a small group of
walked through an ancient Appalachi
forest soon to be logged. We sat quiel
under old hemlocks and cooled oul
selves with the spring water that trig
led softly through dark rhododen
We lived with these woods for ma
days now, some of us for countle
moons and others their whal
lives. We learned the ways
these woods as best we could i
the amount of time we had.
laughed in the rain while othe
fled, and played with the foxfir
and glowing insects no one then
had ever seen before. As we s
and listened to the breeze toue
the tulip poplars, there was noth
ing to talk about anymore,
\ had an understanding with
| forest and we knew what
were there to do. Soft waterfa
¢ mist filled our lungs and cooles

our skin as I opened a book
random and read where my eye
fell: “This, I thought, is . . .
feel of a home worth dying for
at the heart of it love of the earth
with all it's challenges and
wards.”

Ecological resistance begins wit
personal healing, breaking the lie ol
anthropocentrism to begin an undes
standing of the Earth, a relationship with
the wind and the water. It is hearing the
Land laugh and ery; it is knowing, wit
out statistics, the destructive power of
dams, governments, and cities. Tt is
knowing that it ends only when they fall.
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*Hitw does @ social human being forsake the culture they were raised by, the cullure they know

and otherwise live in, for a lifestyle they were neither prepared for nor taught to value???”
-Meadow Bejarno, Subsist/Resist Zine #2

Culture: the totality of socially transmitted behavior patterns, aris, beligfs, r'rrslr'fultr'urm,mr-_i all
oller products of feman work and thought typical of a population or community at a gioen

lime.

“Webster's International Dictionary

Rewilding cannot be fully achieved in social isolation. We have evolved to reach
our fullest expression of humanness within the context of nth.n:-rlpmplrle. ’lhe free-
dom of the independent individual is a myth. The trauma ﬂ.i Civilization blinds us
o our interdependence to the land & to each other. Gathering as tribes is a crucial

component to our collective healing,
We can’t do this alone & we don't have
to.

When I first began the process of un-
derstanding the destructive nature of the
culture [ was being indoctrinated into, 1
lashed out & rejected it completely. It
s00n became apparent that [ didn’t have
many other options. Part of my despair
was the sinking feeling that what T was
being offered wasn't mine. My inherit-
ance as a white American of European
ancestry is a privilege built on a bloody
foundation of conquest. 1 sought refuge
in sub-culture, but nothing seemed to fill
the void left by being raised without
knowledge of my heritage in a white
suburban neighborhood that never quite
felt like home. | hungered for elders to

tell me stories, for rights of passage and
traditions that would celebrate my con-
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nections to people & place. Although my
parents were kind & did their honest best
to make sense of the world for me, they
themselves were just as ill equipped to
deal with the demands of modern indus-
trial civilization. My upbringing, with
few examples of effective methods for
creating healthy relationships & respect-
fully interacting with my environment,
left me with little to work with.

The history of my distant ancestors,
the foraging tribes of ancient Europe, has
been almost entirely exterminated by the
same alien force homogenizing the
planet to this day. Civilization consumes
all that it touches, taking & incorporat-
ing what it finds profitable & eliminat-
ing the rest. Many of us are left adrift &
thirsting for meaning, our roots to our
ancestors severed & hidden.
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A combination of a desperate desire
for meaningful cultural grounding & a
history of taking without giving can have
destructive consequences. Learning from
the successes of peoples who live or have
lived in balance with their environments
is one thing. Adopting that peoples cul-
tural ways as your own is entirely an-
other. Cultural tradition, spirituality and
ceremony are reflective of a deeply per-
sonal relationship with the land. Mim-
icking this is like taking someone else’s
love letter to their sweetheart & giving
it to your own lover. It is symptomatic
of a deeply seated need that for many
has not been met, but its inherent shal-
lowness both dishonors the host culture
& circumvents the process of getting to
know one’s self & reconnecting with the
land on a personal level,

Cultural Treason

If we are going to fill the vacuum
left by rejecting what we've been given,
we need to nourish the seeds of a new
culture that acknowledges the changes
that have taken place over the last sev-
eral generations. We have many com-
plications to consider: private property,
loss of traditional knowledge, law en-
forcement, wildfire suppression, deple-
ton of key subsistence resources, eco-
logical degradation, wildlife manage-
ment, human domestication, habitat loss,
alienation, tainted water, human popu-
lation imbalance, cultural genocide & so
on. Our current global reality is very dif-
ferent from the one in which past forag-
ing cultures developed. The adoption of
traditional foraging strategies used by
pre-contact peoples is no longer possible

We're forming a hunter-gatherer community focused on rewilding in Alaska This article is @
previcw of our next zine *Reclaim/Rewild #2°

our first zine (Reclaim/Rewild #1) check out
feralhuman@ziplip.com.
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{or legal) in many places, but by draj
ing inspiration from the teachings of i
past we can adapt to the present.
earth will still provide for all of cur neeg
if we learn how to ask.

As modern industrial age human
with generations of domestication
overcome, healing needs to be at the ce
ter of any efforts to build healthy con
mumnities.

Itwould be all too easy to inadvertent
perpetuate the mistakes & neurosis g
the culture we've all been patterne
with.

If we can learn to listen, we have tl
same sources of wisdom available to
that has guided all successful groups g
hunter-gatherers: the land itself (includ
ing all of our non-human relations) & thi
collective memory of thousands of gen
erations of our ancestors burned into ou
genes, In many ways it's true that
can’t “go back”-as poisoned fish & gan
wardens will attest to-but we can mo
forward with the knowledge of when
we've been & what we want. As sma
communities committed to rewildi
together we gain the collective strength
to walk two worlds in search of ol
dreams. We can relearn the ways of gathe
ering to honor the land in a way that ha
meaning to us.

I's Friday afternoon and I'm

for. It reality, all
eubicle. Glancing af the

wiaybe going camping. My

friends, breathed fresh air & woodsmoke,

stuff, so it will take awhile.

is Reality? What is the Truth of my Life?
It's years from that particular Friday
(though [ have no idea what day of the week
and no reason fo care). I'm fishing along the
shore of a glassy lake surrounded by deep
green forest. The sun is bracking low across
the western half of the sky and I'm starting
to feel @ slight hunger which tells me that
it's mearly tinte bo refoin my people for our
cvening meal. My willow gathering basket
contains five good-sized panfish caught to-
day, one for each of us. On the way back to
camp, [ stop on the edge of an open mieadow
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“Life outside a person is an extension g

the life within him. This compels him kg

be part of it and accept responsibility for

all creatures great and small. Life be

comes harder when we live for others,

but it becomes richer and happier.”
=Albert Schweitzer

contineg soon. For maore information or to order’
our websife: www.rewild.org or email s al:

i
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doing ;.;mm'k in my cubicle—filling out the dozens of
forms needed by my boss to prove to the administration that [ 'Irrr doing the job they pay me
“all the papers prove is that I spent most of Friday doing paperwork it my
clock on the wall, 1 notice that the workday is nearly over—
another week has passed and it's time for the weekend. On the bus :l’l'df back to my apart-
ment, | think about my plans for tomorrow. 1 fantasize about getting out of the city and
thoughts carry me away from Hu_* _
its faint mix of diesel-fumes and people-smells to the last time I sab around a fire wrlt.h
' slept out under the stars, and awoke to a sunrise
heralded by birdsong. My fantasy ends with the memory that [ promised my best friend &
his wife that T would help them move this Saturday.
O the walk from the bus stop to my aparfment, I stop at the
grocery store and buy a frozen pizza and a six-pack uf El:ﬂ:r. _Larer, the slight twinge af
emply discomfort I experience in the silence of my studio is quickly subsumed by the flick-
ering light and canned laughter coming from my TV and the slight buzz entering m!,;
brain as I finish my third beer. Duringa commercial break | hit mute on _!]rv.n’mﬂ!_c contro

and stare blankly out the window and into the distance. 1 find myself thinking.. .just what

bumyp & jerk of the bus and

They have a big apartment and lots of

and gather some wild greens (milkweed,
nettles & burdock) to accompany the fish. |
riotice tracks in the soil telling me that Black
Bear has passed by this meadow today. My
senses heighten in response fo this new
mwareness, and 1 notice more signs that tell
it what Black Bear was eating today. Other
signs in the trees lead me to spot Porcupine
lounging in a nearby Hemlock, lazily munch-
ing on a branch. In the distance, I hear the
call of the Loon. A bit later, As I approach
ouer lear-to shelter the smell of woodsmoke

s




Heat my campmates are alveady back from  forces of nature) who wish that we .
ﬂ_rrr'r day's activities, I sit with them in a all playing together instead. If we --I
circle aroungd the fire where we share food as  (or even just slacken) our constant e ;
well as stories of our day’s adventtures, joys to maintain control over our envi
and hardships. Shortly afler dinner, we bed ment, then life goes back to playing .
domwn for the night and my thoughts slowly  is only through constant :':upEts of ]
[fade into Dream-time. .. sive amounts of energy that civilizat
is able to the nat ies
I am sometimes asked—what is the main  life on plakl'fei}:;ﬂrlh su;;?.:ctdmdem 1
difference between civilization and wild- What this all means for ihe big p
ness? My most succinct answer borrows  ture is that the civilizing process i:g ,
a bit from the words of Bob Black in his to rowing upstream, whc.n:-a;
essay “The Abolition of Work”. To put rewilding process is akin to flow
it bluntly—civilizing is serious work. downstream. Just like water, na
Wilding is serious play. flows into open space—and ciuiljxn i
The ramifications of this are pro- destroys far more than it creates, whi
found and far-reaching. is to say, it opens space. So, justlas
Doing work (i.e. "forced labor”) re- ter always naturally flows :I:anst
quires that we subdue our deepest incli- rewilding is always hﬂppening—ev \
nations—that we act contrary to our own  atonly the most subtle levels. Ants, oo ¥
innate will. Every moment that we roaches, mice and rats begin re.hirnv
spend working, one part of our psyche ing suburban homes almost as soon 2
must maintain control over all the other  the exterminator leaves. Weeds (mo
parts who wish that we were playing of them edible) spring up in Ia'.;'ns im
instead. In fact, one of the most preva- mediately once herbicides an
lent desires in our society is to either es- lawnmowers are no longer applied
cape work—say by winning the lottery Agricultural fields sprout weeds just 3
or retiring, or to somehow reconcile quickly as dosuburban lawns and attrag
work and play—to get paid for doing “vermin” even quicker than suburba
what we love and feel is deeply impor- houses. Clear-cut forests re-grow th,e
tant. Some in our society are able to re-  selves with equal tenacity—in fact
alize such dreams, but most are never five small wilderness areas of f"a:i.tT:;"x
able to do so—instead, they struggle (where |sit as [ write this) were all clea
with the various yokes placed upon them  cut less than 100 years ago. And the
by societies numerous bosses’ until their North Woods of Wisconsin {wheru
spirits finally succumb and lose vital es- spent a year living in a primitive camp
sence. o in the wilderness) was almost completely
The same principle is found in the devastated to build the city of Chicagg
dynamics between us and every other justovera century ago. At this momen
creature drawn in to the civilizing pro- wild animals are continuing to invade
cess. Every moment that we labor to farms and cities—Morth J‘kme:ric:a'
subdue the earth, one part of the ecosys-  white-tail deer, cottontail rabbit, raccoon,
tem (us) must maintain control over all red-fox and coyote p::rpu]ati;ms have
the other parts (animals, plants, insects, been on the rise during the past cen-
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Wlong the edges of and within the con-
lines of farm fields, towns and even ma-
jor urban areas. I've seen red foxes slip
through the streets of Denver in the late
pyening hunting for housecats and steal-
ing, from dog-food dishes. I've hunted
feral hogs (once domesticated pigs
brought over by Russian settlers) and
gathered wild figs on abandoned home-
sleads in northern California (from trees
planted by the same pioneers who were
fesponsible for extermi-
nating lshi's people). 4

beaten back is not the same thing as re-
treating). Wild-Life continually springs
from the cracks and fills every void avail-
able to it because it is essentially at play.
And 2o similarly, human re-wilding can,
and should be an essentially pro-active,
playful and joyful process. While nearly
all leftists and most anarchists tend to
react to every crime perpetrated by those
in power, Wild-Life Lives.

Wildness returns because it is the
way of Joy, the way of Kinship, and the
way of Spirit. Wildness
returns because it IS the
Circle of Life and death—
it is life worth living and
death worth dying—and
meore life springing from
each death. In a land of
domesticated, stagnant &
wasting spirits, wildness
returns because it is Life
ak its most essential and
vital—it is Life in the
Y Razw. It returns because
W in a land dominated by
make-believe and illu-
sion, it is Real. 1t returns because it is
always here and it is aliways now.

And I believe the signs of the times
are that wildness is getting ready to re-
turn BIG TIME and IN FORCE. The
Mayan calendar indicates that the age of
corn will come to an end in 2012, What
is the age of corn in the Mayan version
of history? The age of corn is the age in
which the Mayans live by agriculture—
cultivating their primary food source,
which is maize. What could bring an end
to the age of Mayan agriculture? Two
words—climate change. The Mayans
have already experienced significant

civilized collapse due to climate
change—the end of their classical period
of powerful kings and city-state build-

ne

ry—I've encountered many of them

During the past four de-
cades Buffalo have been
eturning to varipus areas
of the plains with help
from their American In-
dian allies. Grey wolves
are now returning to ar-
pas from which they were
once exterminated—new
sightings are occurring in
both northern Colorado
and northern Wisconsin
as wild populations ex-
tend their ranges further and further
south. Red Wolves are returning to small
enclaves in the south-eastern forests af-
ter enduring more than two decades
when their only surviving members
were doing so in captivity.

MNow my point is obviously not to
say thatall is fine and well here on planet
Earth—because of course, it isn't. The
environmental devastation wrought by
modern industrial civilization is readily
observable and should be obvious to
anyone who has honestly looked into the
matter. My point here is merely that
despite the industrial machine’s relent-
less holocaust, wildness has not surren-
dered nor is it on the retreat—in fact, it
has never been on the retreat (being
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ing collapsed during one of the more sig-  lude in the life of THE archetypal “w
nificant abnormalities in the climate woman”. If the Earth’s climate
record of the last 10,000 years. It would again, it will very likely take us with
stand to reason then, that the old Mayan In fact, the Mayan practice of fan
sages may have had particularly good ing is far more stable and climate-re
insight into how climate is capable of ient (due to the use of a diverse blend
undermining civilization. And while a hardy heirloom varieties of corn) th
relatively minor climatic blip during the what is being practiced by counts
last 10,000 years was successful in un- dominated by modern industrial ag
dermining Mayan imperial develop- business. Modern hybridization a
ments, it did not prevent them from cul- mono-cropping have seriously und
tivating their primary agricultural staple. mined the genetic diversity of mal
What is on the horizon just might, how- stream global food crops to the exh
ever. Recent developments in the field that all of our core agricultural stap!
of paleoclimatology have given scientists are essentially endangered species frg
aradically new picture of our Earth’s cli- a genetic diversity perspective (see cha)
mate history. The orthodox view of the ter seven of “Earth in the Balance” by
last hundred years was that the Earth’s Gore for more on this). Since it is 8
climate has been and will continue to be  genetic diversity of a species’ populati
characterized by stability. This was that enables it to adapt to and survi
based on the outdated understanding changes in its environment, model
that past climatic change had happened mono-crop farming practices are a suj
slowly, with minor blips taking hun- recipe for disaster when set against th
dreds if not thousands of years and ma-  possibility of an unstable future clima
jor changes taking tens of thousands if In addition, we are already beginning
not hundreds of thousands of years. see diminished returns in terms of ot
Discoveries in the last decade have re- agricultural technocrat’s ability to co
vealed that stability has actually only trol disease through antibiotics, the
characterized the last 10,000 or so years ability to control bugs with chemical i
of Earth’s history (the period in which secticide, their herbicide's ability to con
agriculture developed). For the 100,000 trol weeds, and their chemical fertilize
years prior to that, the Earth’s climate ability to restore the soil. Soil depletio
continually underwent wild swings, of- as well as plagues of resistant weeds
ten on a time scale of mere decades (for bugs, and discase are all on the near ho
more on this, read Richard B. Alley's rizon for modern agriculture, just as
“The Two-mile Time Machine”). Sucha have plagued farmets in the late stage
climate made the development of agri- of every civilization throughout histo
culture impossible, and a return to such  Genetic engineering and chemicals cz
aclimate would seriously undermine the only forestall the inevitable and will
practice of agriculture worldwide (for timately make the return to balance that
more on this, read Brian Fagan's “The much more violent & traumatic for all
Long Summer” and “Floods, Famines, & those involved. Inother words, if Mayan
Emperors”}. In other words, the last agriculture goes down, you can bet Con-
10,000 years of Mother Earth's “domes- Agra™ is going down.

ticity” have been a relatively brief inter- On top of this, we add the looming
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portation, clothing, shelter, heat, etc:,.
Ihe growth of our global economy is
puntingent on pumping more and more

. 2% o s R T
iblem of peak oil. The modernindus- be 2012

il economy basically turns oil into
sd—in fact, it turns oil into nearly ev-
ything we need for life—food, trans-

heap oil out of the ground year after

year. However, such growth does not
vontinue forever when it is based on the
availability of a non-re-
fewable resource. Global
uil production is near the
yerge of peaking, and
pnce that happens the
growth of the global in-
ustrial economy will be-
gin to reverse itself into
precipitous decline (see
www hubbertpeak.com,
www peakoil.org, and
read “The Party's Over:
%l, War, and the Fate of

Industrial Societies” by
Richard Heinberg for
more on this).

Put together the three
factors of; #1 the onset
once again of a radically
unstable climate, #2 industrial mono-
crop agriculture’s precarious lack of ge-
netic  diversity and inherent
unsustainability relative to soils, disease,
insects, and weeds, and #3 peak oil, and
you get a recipe for not only the end of
the “age of corn”, but the end of modern
industrial agriculture worldwide. Cer-
tainly such a collapse is not going to hap-
pen overnight—in fact it will likely take
decades, perhaps even a century, t.u t‘xflLy
play itself out. However, the beginning
of such an end is certain to be right
around the corner—and if any credence

is given to prophetic Mayan sages, the
date for entering that turn may very well
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So what do we do with the knowl-

edge that civilization cannot deliver on
the future it tells us we must sell our
present for? Quite simply, we opt outof
the rat-race and its false 401K-promises
and start living our wildest dreams now.
We get together, cut out the middle-man
(i.e. work-for-pay) and learn mllive di-
rectly from the land. We begin to align

ourselves with the playful
forces of nature and the
returning flow of wild-
ness. Weenable this wild-
ness to return in our-
selves, in our communi-
ties, and throughout the
earth—both in small
cracks within civilization
and in larger tracks on the
edge of civilization. We
then create opportunities
for others to follow with
us as the spirit of our au-
thenticity and wildness
becomes contagious.
How do we do this?
First of all, we need to be-
gin opening space for
people to come together & learn how to
live in direct, unmediated, and neo-
primitive ways. People need to be given
the chance to re-acquire a taste for the
experience of an authentic, intimate &
sharing relationship with eachother, the
Land, and it's Wild Life. And since
breaking free from domestication can be
a highly challenging long-term process,
we need relatively safe, supportive
places where we can come together and
share both the joy of our successes as well
as the heartbreak of our failures. Fail-
ures and setbacks will inevitably come
from engagement in any serious adven-
ture of spirit, but they can be transformed
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ceived. We can begin opening space for
this by purchasing small plots of land
near national forest and wilderness, or
by living nomadic lives while squatting
on national forest land. If the Land is
purchased, it can be opened up for fel-
low primitives to stay there long-term or
as they pass through the area. People
can hunt, fish, gather, trap, & camp on
public land, while being loosely based
on private land as needed, [f a squatter’s
camp is erected in the national forest, its
location can be made known through
informal networks so that hospitality can
be extended to those who might like to
come & live there as well. If we had a
network of these safe-havens around
North America, an informal circuit of
nomadic or semi-nomadic bands could
form & learn to live in neo-primitive
ways with active support from each
other. Such support would then tend to
build strong bonds of spiritual kinship
that could be counted on in a erisis. (For
examples of people already forming
communities and /or engaging in holis-
tic primitive-living activities see:
www.teachingdrum.org,
www.rewild.org, www.wildroots.org,
www.dancinghawk.com, and
www.hﬂllowtup.cumf
lynx_shepherd.htm)

One additional idea for neo-primi-
tive living that I think is worth playing
with is the possibility of using small
primitive sailboats and squatting up and
down the coastline and on offshore is-
lands (Umiak skin-boats are one type of
boat that could be used, see
www.skinboats.com fumiak. html, and
www.skinboats.com /
umiak_adventures.html). The coastline
of the Pacific Northwest from northern
California to Alaska seems particularly
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well suited to such and endeavor.
Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean, and #
coastline of the Baja of Mexico may off
serious possibilities as well.

Also, these ideas are not just fi
those of us living in “first world” Nor
America. While traveling in Guate
and Belize this past winter [ found
number of areas where these ideas coul
be put into practice. 1 also encounten
people who had been working on
munal permaculture sites in Costa
(permaculture is another potentia
good area for nec-primitive experime
tation, s
www.permacultureactivist.net for mo
info). “Forest Gardening” appears
have good potential for those intereste
in neo-primitive living in areas when
land is tight, see the books “Forest Gal
dening” by Robert Hart and “How 8
Make a Forest Garden” by Patridl
Whitefield).

Omnce established, these safe-haven
can hopefully become a place where
respectfully ask the Spirits of the
to re-create our character as people ong
again. Cur primary teachers need to b
our Wild Relations and Mother Earth
herself. However, we can also respe
fully follow the lead of many America
Indians who are re-connecting & re

viving their Old-Ways, though we
should be cautious & sensitive to the
risks of cultural expropriation while ve
turing into this area. Hopefully, we wa
to get in touch with our own hearts
enough to honestly re-create OUR OWN
authentic Earth-based cultures, not just
steal from Indigenous Peoples as civili-
zation has always done. The operative
principles here need to be respect and
reciprocity—give back to native peoples
& build bonds of solidarity based on
common struggles and needs. Don’tjust
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ing to orient ourselves to the pseudo-re-
ality of the technological regime and the

take, give back. (For a few examples of

points-of-entry when it comes to possible
ronnections with indigenous peoples
pec: www.nanish.org,
www.treatyland.com/index html,
www.ienearth.org, www.survival-
international.org,
www.fpen-global.org,
i n
wwwarmaiznndarovermeniong)
In addition, we can
help to facilitate the same
process on the Land itself
through support for vi-
sions like the Wildlands
Project (see
www.twp.org, pick up
the magazine “Wild
Earth”, and read the book
“Rewilding North
America” written by
Dave Foreman). Then as
more wild land opens up,
more space is created for
more neo-primitive safe-
havens. In this way, rewilding the
People will support rewilding the Land
and rewilding the Land will support
rewilding the People.

Lastly, I'd just like to emphasize that
the way I see it rewilding is not about
what we think or what opinions we hold.
It is about re-learning both playful and
respectful ways of seeing and ways of
being within our most basic relation-
ships—right now. It is about re-orient-
ing ourselves to the ever-present reality
of our wild Earth Mother and our deep-
est intuitive selves—rather than continu-

various lies society tells us about who we
are. Now is the time for us "working
people” to learn to play again—to learn
how to play with our fellow humans and

all our Wild Relations.
Right now wildness is
playfully returning
everywhere...will you
come outside and play?

Generations have seen cen-
turies pass, perhaps millen-
nia, since the particular &
peculiar Friday that opened
this story. The People live
wild as they seem always to
have done—indeed, as all
Life seems always to have
dowe.  But the elders occa-
sionally tell stories (usually
when a youth is about to
embark on the passage into
adulthood) of how some of
Hre ancestors once got caught in a trap set
by their own minds and briefly fell from bal-
arice. They tell of how much suffering and
confusion this all caused, and how Mother
Earth scolded them harshly and then lovingly
led those first few seekers—those who were
truthful & humble enough to accept Her
scolding—back into the Circle of their Rela-
tions.

Anyone inspired by these thoughts can
email me at:
redwolfreturns@hotmail .oom

ECO-FACTS:

ion is 60 decibels.

oral mushrooms do not grow under water,

Woodchucks dig quickly, excavating up to 700 Ibs. of soil for a burrow.
The sound level of a Spring Peeper call at 4-8 inches is 110-120 decibels. The sound
evel of a Jet engine at 70 yards is 120 decibels. The sound level of an average conversi-
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{wonder what it would fee ke to kil mommy.”
s came from the mouth of a four year old child. Not somethi
I:I"‘nzr:m the newspaper, but ?he child of a friend's friend. Your CDmplﬂ'tJ:iE Ia |
ur year old American child. Smiling pictures, piles of toys, and loves f 5
Chﬂdﬁ.l:: seen off and on since he was born, 2 i
e hfis 1:"ﬁll‘d|}f alone, ~ hardly shocking anymore. Everyo
~same day I heard about that line wonders what's wrong with kid
E:EI:;}I:HI Iatebr g:und out wasn't a single days. Most people haEe their Ithio i
. or bad mood but an everyday lack of stro : .
E?E:f.;}{ ; Ictlfnl‘rjd -Tall:?ul. another friend al‘-ﬁ system, or hr;EI!I m:gglﬁirn;d;:a "
el ild. This one is nine years of_d bleeding heart liberal parents, n
b uct taped a huh:'h!:r knife to his enough good ol’ fashioned ass whippi
e;nnzn::i;an nmunﬁdh-_-,rmg to s[ash_ ev- notenough therapy, lack of attention, to
h&ausé - E:;r;:tsd le for.sd and drinks much T.V., too spoiled, and so on.
e o ml': ]iﬂl&ﬂif in them. An- It's become an all too familiar topi
S oer E_Ir:‘ E;hmmf]z:;?:n;:ﬁ;t and t1'ta|relg..r do people have enough ti
e . i or attention to actually try to changy
s o ek 3 10 ot i e Ol
; - ea ¢ . womns, of course, don’t always haw ol
mr:'ut::% :a:.::r to kill. But ﬂ-ue_lssue isn't of meaning. Unfortunately .zed;;;:e: o,
it k.-i_lflg o ;rsz-;gﬂ;}g:ml# E-LL and they're much easier to come by. Bu
. ologi- : i i
cally separated from life andpfi:lity. i gﬁaﬁﬂ:ﬁ;hi: ::IIL fﬂﬂﬁa}ﬁ t{li:u:'i’n !
amn{f ;2::“: four and nine year olds problem. But it's always ‘their kid¢’$
vincing, you probably don’t ‘those kids'. We all know how to look
have to look very far for much more of the other way el
the same. Two years ago, in this area, a A
iulc::.‘: ]{:ar old Imi.ri killed his brother We all know how miserable modern life
a hammer and went to a school can be. Knowing this is ime j
dai;c}e. hll-.n“ he's a child in an adult literally. Wucaﬁalkabz;t E-:g}::-g;;?r?;
pr I? t;: Dsoe 1;5-t é:}_ns:der:‘g hopeless. of civilized, highly technological living
Bt 1::29 make the local news and safely fall back into the passive ni-
e Su:PTIEI:I‘Ig. ~ hilism that things aren’t going to get bet-
_ Let’'s face it this sort of thing is ter so we just have to make the best of i
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Vi could always improve things for our-
Ives if we really tried. Or we could win
lottery.

Butwhen we look at ourselves, itcan
really easy to just stop thinking about
all. Life's just too short and it's easier
s go with the flow. Young adult to
jddle age, we just deal with what we're
ven. Let's step outside of that for a
oment and think about the other parts
ol life where we're not just out to get

‘“what's ours”: being young and being
L‘Ild.

All of us have been young, Most of

us will probably be old. As Future ob-
sessed as our rationally defined reality
{1, its just as much about eternally living

in that mid-range of twenties and thir-
fies, Or at least looking like it. Not many

uf us look forward to going ‘over the hill'

We spend billions of dollars and thou-
sands of hours to keep ourselves look-
ing ‘young and sexy’. We become very
high maintenance.

But part of the dream of a better to-
morrow is that we'll be there to live it
Happy, healthy, synthetically balanced
us. We'll be slaves to the technological
Future so long as it's to our benefit. We
can ignore the consequences of Progress
and the wonders of chemistry when it
gives us stuff. We don’t want to die, but
we certainly don’t want to grow older.

Either way, we're happy to report
that modern technology allows us to live
longer than ever before. This much may
very well be true. More often than not
though, a long life is really just a very
slow death. Alzheimer's may be less of
a physical condition than a psychologi-
cal escape from the reality that things
didn’t get better.

In the First World, one of the fastest
growing areas of population is the per-
centage of elderly people: a major sell-
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ing point for Progress. But in a society
that changes as quickly as ours, the eld-
erly are quickly outdated. We keep them
around for sentimental value and they're
stored in tall, cheaply built filing cabi-
nets called nursing homes where they
receive the best babying and prolonged
misery that money and social security
can buy, Or is that tender loving care?

COnce upon a time, people lived in egali-
tarian societies. There wasn'tequality in
the sense that we know it, but in the
sense that there was no system of rank
or worth. People were just people,
young, old or in between. That can be
hard to imagine. Damn hard really.

But for those of us basking in the
wonders of modernity, it's hard because
Progress and evolution make it unthink-
able. We've naturalized hierarchy so
much that we can't think of anything
without it. An infant is without strength
and knowledge and has no leverage or
economic viability, An elderly person
has knowledge but less strength. Might
makes right and the strong and knowl-
edgeable take control and determine all
the rest. Any reality based off of this kind
of thinking can't help but apply it every-
where. Our bosses make us feel inferior,
our parents establish authority and we
learn to trust experts rather than our-
selves.

Somewhere something went horri-
bly wrong.

The complete depravity of moder-
nity is only the most obvious proof of
that.

Economies breed economic think-
ing. We learn what is utilitarian or use-
ful to carrying civilization forward. It's
all about efficiency. When our lives are
run like machines it should be no won-
der that they must start and end that
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way, from sonograms to oxygen tanks.

All animals are born with a will to

survive. Humans are no exception. Most
infants will not crawl off a cliff unless
everyone is convinced (and has con-
vinced them) that they don’t know bet-
ter. Likewise, a baby isn't likely to cry
unless it needs something. That zome-
thing is not “tough love’; it is a cry for
attention. This is
something most
people know, but
civilization teaches
us differently.

This is some-
thing Jean Liedloff
learned when she
lived among the
Yequana and
Sanema, indigenous
societies in  the
Amazon. Children
were always touched and always treated
with complete confidence, but were
never pampered. They got what they
needed without ever being told what to
do and parents never expressed anger
towards them. Every step children took
was of their own will and motivation.
She refers to this as instinctual parenting,
That is something primal. Her realiza-
tions are rather universal. Should it be
any surprise that few children raised this
way ever thought about killing their
mothers?

But civilized living is anti-primal.
Children must be broken and must learn
to obey orders from the start or they may
never be of use. To become a part of the
machine, we must start from birth. We
must learn very early the need for effi-
ciency. And what's more efficient than
complete standardization?

Liedloff saw that a baby is taken
immediately from the womb into the
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She saw births in the hospital where ch
dren are taken in sterile hands,
sured, weighed, and set alone to lez
the most central message of civiliza
infinite need. What it eventually gets
a pathetic substitute for being hell
bottles of form
mechanical lo
noise, and the lo
].i.l'l.l?ﬂ and bﬂ Sl
of the crib. Tt crie
for distant paren
who are eager |
ensure their inds
pendence and
more  attentio
from soft fabri
than warm skin.

learns the impol
tance of compromise.

Confident and fulfilled children an
not efficient machines. Everything mus
be done to undermine them.

But the psychological pain goe
deeper than this. It begins at conception
It takes in the anger, hate, love and fes
of its mother in a world of compromis
and the misery of not being efficien
enough. We are assured that children a
not thinking even if the religious say thal
they are full beings crafted by god

They're just lower on the social ladder.

We are told not to listen to the
senses. Words are more important. Sci
€Nce can prove it.

With this divine knowledge, we can
continue to inflict the original trauma
without consequence. And even better,
we can take no fault for children with
homicidal and suicidal tendencies,

Chemical imbalances, chemical so-
lutions. We breed the killers and they are
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We stock pile the elderly because itis our
badge of success. We hide them because
then we don’t have to see how miserable
life is when you can no longer control
your body. We don’thave to think about
what it would be like to feel physically
numb (we're actually experts at numb-
ing our minds), to have someone help
you to the bathroom, to be completely
frail and not be able to do anything about
it.

We visit. We bring sedatives. We do
our good deed.

We think that will never be us.

Senility becomes a retreat for the
elderly left with nothing. The Future that
they spent their lives building leaves
them in a cookie-cutter room and with a
TV they often can’t see or hear: another
pathetic substitute. The original trauma
comes full circle.

A life lived for the machine is not a
life lived at all. Threats of going to hell
for not working or threats of poverty
were enough to make someone sell their
days rather than live them. When that
realization starts to set in and you're left
alone to think about it, you can become
bitter, sentimental, or your mind can
shut down. There's not too much you can
do about it at that point and when we
can shove that reality away, it's some-
thing we don't have to think about ei-
ther.

The problem with confident children is
that they won't allow themselves to be
sold. They can live in horribly inefficient
ways and they can be happy. They don't
need stuff. The purpose of life is some-
thing known and enacted rather than an
interesting philosophical question. Or a
basis for dissecting, measuring and
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weighing the world.

Someone raised to be confident and
happy doesn’t wait for the Future. They
won't make that compromise. When
they feel their life can no longer be lived
tovits fullest, they don't fear death. They
know that living in fear of death is not
living at all. They know that they have
lived well. They are ready to move on.

In our wonderful modernity, suicide
is a crime. It cuts a wonderful, mechani-
cally reproduced life short of the bounty
of Progress. It's called a pathetic and
desperate act. Morality tells us that life
is sacred because our bodies are the
property of god. Dependent, domesti-
cated people aren’t even allowed control
over themselves.

But elderly suicide is an act of con-
fidenee. It is faced with glory and seals a
live well lived.

By civilized values, this is unthink-
able. Death cannot be accepted any more
than life can be lived. We can never give
up our faith and our blind hope that tech-
nology will make us young and vibrant
again. We can never give up on the Fu-
ture. When our last days are drawn out
by the iron lung, we have nothing but
incomplete lives to think about and we
aren't able to give up.

As we listen to our heartbeats me-
chanical reproduced and amplified, all
we can do is hope for a miracle. A eyber-
netic fountain of youth and another day
to fight off the reality that we are ani-
mals and like all living beings we will
die.

But this is not the suicide of our
modernity. Everyday suicides are tragic.
They are tragic because the passive ni-
hilism of our reality allows only for con-
fidence to mean anend to a life not lived,
rather than the confidence to refuse com-
promise and fight. It is the last and bold-
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est act of defeat. And sadly, it is often fast ' i :
seen as the only J:nne;.t:il:nnil_ity.}fr mlvfr:iﬂ:. i st el
System overload, sys
Du:r efficiency is destroying the earth just gxﬂdm have alr;ng?:jznﬁshl W
as it turns beings into dependents. Qur  how to kill, In gatherer / hunter societie
hope for the Future relies on ghost re- this is something they start at early. By
sources, of finding more fuel for the they learn how about the mmecn'viijr
machine. We will kill to maintain this life: about the link between us all and fk
civilization rather than ask if its end importance of not abusing it
wouldn’t be the best thing for us and for Zygmunt Bauman wri&s: “It ha
the earth. ) . been perhaps the unique achievement
Carrying capacity, human impact modern civilization to enable ordina
analysis, and human ecological footprint, folks, “just good workers,” to contrib
all names for studies that show us this to the killing—and to make that killin
rea{.nty s running on finite sources: that cleaner, morally antiseptic and efficien
maintaining the great escape from death as never before.” It is true that vides
1s running the planet dry. We've been games have been a virtual target prag
warned that the search is running out of tice and glamorized killing has numbe
fuel and its end is a matter of time. As children. But these efficient killers are ng
:;.’t:]i:ag Catton Fommd ﬂurél the inevi- full of blood lust. In fact, they have
maorrow” was yesterday. We've lust, no passion, ing. e
peaked and the bright Future “:;' hopeis coming riiore me?ﬁaﬁ?ﬁd:ﬁ;}r -
fading, and quickly. If we have anything This is not science and ta"lj-lml o
to learn about collapse from past civili- gone wrong. This is where Progress m 5
zations it is that no crash landing is a go. This is how the Future must be.
good one. And most of us won't even end product of domestication is efficier
notice till it all comes crashing down. dependents. As our technology beco e
_ And all of this is for a way of exist- more advanced and creeps into every bil
ing that cannot be fulfilling. A way of oflife, this is how it looks.
being [:hata_] w;ys looks to the Future and This is the Future,
never just is. A way of life that we cre- We hide animality an j
ate, maintain and reproduce daily. the children. We hicE M;i:;iﬁ::;irf:u
makes us human, o
We have to play dumb when kids talk birth. We deny :{:nyfl:f::fii:? oy

about killing. For millions of i
i years people live
We say they are dEﬁllE'II'ISItIZEd, closely and without se::rpetsj.? People
What they are is efficient. would have sex by the fire at night and

Most often we look towards technol-  children knew and accepted it. Sexual
ogy- That's a search in the right direc- ity and curiosity were never sins nor
tion, but rarely does it go all the way. outlawed. Children could play and ex=
v and video games are efficient ways periment. They could be confident about:
:a}: keeping _I::ds fr'?rln thinking. It makes their bodies and desires. .

em passive while causing sensor There was respect: the ki -
overload and fills in for sensory 4:11:-|:rrj:tr ists between being]:. the I:iifimﬂi:iao::m:s
vation. It's a cheap and constant thrill, a together for mutual desire and not vio-
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lent rage. The kind that is cooperative
and not competitive.

Mo might, no right. No rape, mur-
dering rampages, and death came with
dignity. Life was lived and there was no
Ll Impl’(lml!"iﬂ‘.

This is how things were and can be.
What separates this reality and ours
is the willing- | : - :
ness to com- ﬁ :
promise. AR
compromise [
that means |
our complic- §
ity to effi- B
ciency and ||

blind faith in - =
the Future Y ]
that is killing £5*%

-

our home and 5
our being. A
complicity g
that makes us figh
do onto our
children what |
has been done
to us. BN

Chellis |}
Glendinning
wrote that the
original trauma is domestication. It cre-
abes rage within us, but is given no safe
outlet in society. It ends in battered chil-
dren, relationships based on domination,
dead classmates, and children born
knowing that they are not wanted.

The reality that we reproduce daily
is inflicted upon the planet. And each
child that is born is given this burden.
Part of ending this cycle of domination
and submission means not inflicting that
original trauma: it means refusing do-
mestication for ourselves and refusing
complacency. Most of all, it means break-
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ing a blind faith in the Future. Breaking
the morality that denies what our bod-
ies tell us and what the earth tells us.

It means being confident. It means

no compromise. [t means passionate love
and hate instead of an emotionless, effi-
cient void.

The hallmarks of modernity and

Progress are the nursery where babies

learn the
harsh lessoms
of civilized
life: that noth-

ing comes

finite want, It
&8 ends in the

blind faith
| drag out our
¥ last days and
o ensure that
gl we never

d own. When
% we are finally
- ready to do
S0, We are no
longer physi-
cally or mentally capable.

We are told that this must be better
than where we were: a savage place with
only sticks and stones. Where we didn’t
have a greater purpose in life and chil-
dren and elderly were killed madly.

We think this as the empire of
Progress takes over the planet, predators
feeding off life so that they may one day
live forever. Cur fear of death is patho-
logical. It breeds an efficient world with-
out love, It creates morality that says we
have no right to end a life that we can
not give the most absolute care for in the
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world. A choice that carries the promise
that no child will exist unless it can be
given everything it needs to be confident
and live fully. Or that we can end our
life when we are satisfied and know that
things cannot go on forever. That we can
leave this world with dignity and pride.

The only thing & billion predatory
peaple can do is die slowly and take the
planet with them. It was announced re-
cently that the world population will be
9 billion by 2050, The inevitability of the
Future goes unguestioned. We have faith
in cur illusion. But our illusion has no
reality.

A child recently asked me if | would kill
someone if it would save the planet. He
is eleven years old,

I thought, “if only it was that easy™,
but you can never know how an answer
might be taken anymore.

I've thought about that a lot though.
1 found myself asking if I really care
enough that I might kill an infant that |
could not offer everything they needed
to be full. If I could break the morality,
the little god in my head that said all life
is gods” property and only she/he /they
could make that choice.

I was reminded of the supposed
glory of Progress. Of the long life we've
been given.

person enough to help them die w
dignity or if I could leave them be
when they asked for it.

I think of the love these ‘savage a
must take. The love of the world and #
love of life.

And, most of all, the confidencea
passion behind them.

s becoming a truly social being
throughout his life, a model of mutuality. And as the model was enlarged, the
same theme was repeated in just about everything the child did and experienced,
including all activities and all human relationships, as the model steadily expanded.
The Mbuti child was offered no challenges that it could not meet, but at the same
lime was offered new challenges to meet its growing abilities. The model I was
given to follow, however different in detail, is not all that different from models
found in most other Western cultures, but almost totally different from that of the
Mbuti. It is a model that establishes division rather than unity, segmentation rather
than integration, competition rather than cooperation. The focus is upon a number
of discreet, separated individuals rather than on a single corporate group. The
cooperation that emerges later in life—and in our modern society cooperation is
every bit as necessary as it is in all societies—is mechanical, ral:h_{rr than organie,
because it was learned by imposition rather than felt through reciprocation.

The Future of Progress need not be |
evitable.
The original trauma, once col
fronted, can be challenged. We need
be victims. We can be survivors. Weg
be active. We can live on our own ters
But it requires a lot from us. It 5
quires us to stop compromising,
[t requires us to stop being efficier

We've seen a glimpse of where
is heading and what the consequeng
are beyond the daily reality that we ¢z
chose to confront or to ignore,

The question I'm left wondering
whether I would destroy the machin

(the engine and lifeblood of civilization
that is killing, dominating and subjugat

ing life.
What I've discovered is that 1 s

have a whole lot of very inefficient pas

sion and an unspeakable will to li
without compromise,

OME ECO-FACTS:

The Crane Fly is not a mosquito an ddoes not bite.
Black Bears have what we call a “Bear Cork”: that is a mixture of dry leaves,

ass, pine needles, and hair which forms into a wad that seals up their anus foy

six months spent sleeping during the winter, We also consider it feral

uivalent of the holy grail.
body.

A Little Brown Bat's penis is almost an inch, nearly a quarter the span of its

pAfter slightly cutting his hand while skinning a roadkill raccoon, Ryan worried
that he may have acquired rabies and got a series of 10-17 rabies shots in his ass.
Without insurance, the shots would cost over $5000.
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I think we see the consequences of
this when we recognize what the plain
facts tell us, that unlike the Mbuti we
continue in adult life to have to be co-
erced to behave in a social manner. Or-
der has to be imposed or enforced by
violenoe or threat of violence, it lacks that
inner drive that makes such external
compulsion unnecessary or minimal.
And there, finally, we come back to
Spirit, which for the Mbuti is where life
beings and where it ends. For them, at
least, it is that awareness of Spirit that
enables them to accept differences of
manner, custom, speech, behavior, even
of belief, while steel feeling an underly-
ing unity. It is awareness of Spirit that
enables them to avoid the conflict and
hostility that arise so easily from such
differences, not by sweeping them un-
der the carpet or by eternal compromise,
but by systematic opposition and
ritualization.

By Spirit  do not mean God, though
if there is a God it may well be Spirit. 1
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mean that essence of life which cannot
be learned except through direct aware-
ness, which is total, not merely rational.
The awareness can be helped along by a
system of natural symbols, such as that
employed by the Mbuti, who live in a
natural world. Earth, water, air, and fire;
the forest itself. Through these symbols
the Mbuti are constantly reminded of
Spirit, for wherever they are, whatever
they are doing, those symbols surround
them and even permeate their whole
being. In the more artificial world we
have built for ourselves we are not so
fortunate: such effective symbols are
harder to come by, particularly if we
have never learned to employ our whole
being as a tool of awareness, But that
does not mean that Spirit is inaccessible
to us. | am sure thal many like myself
groped their way thtough childhood
aware that there was something lacking
and found their own Great-uncle Willie,
their own Rule Water, their own Arthur
Poyser, and their own counterpart of
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what music was for me. All [ am saying
is that our form of social organization
merely allows it to happen as an acci-
dent, if at all, whereas that of the Mbuti

writes it into the charter from the oub
at conception.”

someone may be given a prophetic
jeam of a youngster’s destiny to be a
pardian. More often than not, the
ing adolescent discovers his calling
rough personal revelation. This may
-ur by way of a sign, a Vision, a near-
sath experience, or he may be given it
i his fast to receive his Life Dream
what we commonly refer to as the Vi-

on Quest).

Roles of the Guardian

-Colin Turnbull, The Human Cycle,

who is the guardian Warsior?
~tamarack song

]’r_n sometimes asked whether or not I am a Guardian Warrior. T usually hesik
with an answer because I have yet to come up with a short and easy one. Thal
th-e primary reason for this book; it is an attempted answer to the question
it is neither short nor easy. !

In .I]fnm[it}r, the Guardian as we know him is a mythical figure contrived g
of our incomplete and filtered perceptions of Native Lifeway. In light of tha
would have to answer, “No,” to my being a Guardian Warrior. If | had 4
explain who the Guardian Warrior actually is, however, as [ am doing in this
then I would answer, “Yes.”

In my life I see myself as a Guardian Warrior in Training.
The Calling

e Guardian plays multiple roles in the
swrvice of her people. She is emissary
and scout, protector and provider, healer
and advisor, mediator and mentor.
Ihese roles are introduced briefly below

pxpect as you progress through various
¢hapters. In the course of the ook T will
¢laborate upon each of these roles, dis-

We, of _Lwil'tzed cultures are of a gen- Bowmaker, or a Guardian, as we woul
eral lr!mundenitanding as to how a idenlify ourselves by profession - as
Guardian comes to be, We see our vari- hairdresser, or an architect, or a tea
ous occupations as “professions,” iden- for example. If you asked a Native hi
tifying categories, which we choose profession he might well answer that
based upon our interest. Our consider- is to serve his people. In doing so, B
ations mi&ht include interest, skill, in- demonstrates a va riety of skills am.’: i
come earning potential, demand, family terests depending upon need and ¢
tradition. So we tend to view the roles cumstance. For example, a woman wil
of the MNative :'1I1 the same light - as pro- midwifery skills would not identify he
fessions of choice. self as a midwife because there are ti
On both counts—identification and when she may go i moons wi
se]f-sc]er:h(lm—we are mistaken. being called upon to help birth a ch
A Native person does not have a In the interim she might be hidetanning
pmﬁ_&smm; thatis, she doesnothaveone making fishnets, drying food, or any 0
specific job which she performs every anumber of other endeavnrs' .
day, year in, year out, in exchange for -
money or livelihood. A Native person  Further, unlike in the Civilized w
has no need of such a thing, as her means  Native Guardian does not chmﬁ: ¢ i
of sustenance are provided by the Earth, special ways he serves his People. He i
and her daily life is centered on those acts  chosen. He may be selected by anothe
directly necessary to the survival of her who sees his uﬁfulding role, or he ma
community. receive direct guidance from the Spiril
A Native person does not identify World. An Elder Guardian might rec:
her or himself as a Healer, or a ognize another of his kind in a newborm,
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

han.

Guardian as Emissary
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i order to give you a sense of what to

cussing the qualities of character, train-
Ing; and maturity necessary to the Guard-

The Guardian is sent to councils, feasts,
and ceremonies to represent his peaple
or sometimes a particular individual.
Because of his training which carries him
beyond himself and into the conscious-
ness of his people, he is trusted by them
to represent, speak, and negotiate for
them. They know that he will represent
them honorably and wisely. They know
the Guardian will be courteous as a
guest, and that he will listen, and objec-
tively and accurately transmit to them
what he observes and is given to bring
back to them. Those to whom he comes
know the same and trust in his words,
because they know that every Guardian,
no matter of what people, upholds the

integrity of all LE andex hime=
self with the integrity of a truthspeaker.

Guardian as Tracker

We humans are natural trackers. The
renowned tracking abilities of the Native
Guardian are merely the result of his
maturation, and are commonly exhibited
by many rather than being rare and phe-
nomenal feats. The Native hears the
song of the track, which is composed of
a chorus of voices that speak to him, that
are carrying on a conversation amongst
themselves, about who passed by and
when and why. They are not speaking
to him as much as he is eavesdropping
on the on-going gossip. He knows the
impulses of the one he is tracking - her
hungers and fears and drives. In this
way he moves within the movement of
She whom he is tracking, often knowing
where She is going, he will speed ahead
of her and wait for her arrival. This is
an ability that transcends that of the
tracker, as he is no more tracking than
you and 1 are when we go to meet a
friend at a park. Having a good hunch
that he or she will be there, and there-
fore, having little need to retrace his or
her footsteps,

The technical approach to Tracking
of Civilized Peoples is their attempt to
compensate for their diminished innate
ability to hear the song of the track. When
necessary, the Guardian can literally
“read” a track as do Civilized Trackers,
though he does not have the same rep-
ertoire of technical terms to describe
what he sees. The Mative Tracker will
use skill as well as the reading of other
sign the track has left behind (broken
twigs, disturbed spider webs and so on)
as an adjunct to his tracking when
needed rather than relying primarily
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upon it
Guardian as Scout

A master of the skills of stealth, obser-
vation, and tracking, the Guardian is re-
lied upon to gather useful information
outside of the normal physical realm of
their people. Normally this involves the
spotting of Native plant, animal, or
Earthen goods, or the locating of an ad-
vantageous trail or crossing. When his
people are on the move
he scouts ahead of them
to ensure their safe pas-
sage. He wamns them of
any environmental dan-
gers, and guides them on
the best and most advan-
tageous route, which he
may not do directly, but
more often th.mugﬁ ase-
ries of elaborate but well-
disguised signs which he
leaves in his wake, iy
When passing t
through land inhabited
by other people the Guardian guides his
people on a route that will not infringe
upon those people. Asemissary he may
arrange with those people for the pas-
sage of his own. Sometimes he will ar-
range for their meeting, which usually
results in trade, the exchange of skills,

amorous connections, and of course,
feasting.

Guardian As Protector

We as a people need protection in a va-
riety of ways. Sometimes from the
weather or other natural disaster, some-
times from an “enemy,” sometimes from
a Sorcerer’s doings, sometimes from the
burdens of clan and family, and some-
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the Mother. He is able to pred

changes and is capable of respondi

an instant to move his people

harm’s way. His training for the

has equipped him with the skills
to defend his people from human
ifnecessary. As with the hunt, he
how to practice the skills of di
and deception which are his first

defense, Tochooseg

frontation woul

begets like, if he en

in confrontation it
tion for his people.

as a last resort.

ing of his people,

ing to assure a low level of stress ang
high level of personal satisfaction in li

He will fill in when parents need a

ing hand. He will protect and dofes
someone who is being persecuted g
falsely accused. Fle will stand-u p for

exploited and disadvantaged.
He will protect people from

own folly, from their short-sightednes
and errors of judgement. Functioning
he is
sometimes able to foresee what pe
looms ahead.

from a place of greater perspective,

Training

times from ourselves. The Guardl
trained to serve as protector in all
various ways. He knows the mog

peril him and risk
being unavailable
continue to prote
people. And because

also lead to confronl

frontation is chosen o

In many ways
protects the state of

1

2n

d

AL
g

the

If I can outrun someone it's not neces-
sarily because 1 am faster than they are
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ronger or younger, it's because [ can
w upon the energy of the spirit wind
| because | know how to pace myself
| because | know how to breathe and
ve my feet to conserve energy. Itis
ause [ have trained myself to func-
o well for long periods of time with-
| food and water, and because I have
med to sleep in the way that gives me
sustained, the deep rest to carry on
tained activity.

Such is the focus of actual Guardian
ining in Old Way cultures. Itis not to
ake you bigger, stronger, faster, older,
i braver, but to make you successful.
iy real life, this training is void of the

Wlamorous skills depicted by Hollywood
novies, popular books, and mystery-en-

shrouded teachers. The skills that will
gmpower you will not inflate your ego;
In fact, they will do the opposite. Far
from making you feel good, they will
make you feel sick. They will not give
you a sense of power, they will give you
o sense of humility. They will give you
(uickness, cunning, and energy that is
actually useful, they will give you a
strength that your muscles are not even
capable of, the ability to see well beyond
the reach of your eyes and a way to know
another’s thoughts and feelings as nearly
as well as your own.

Believe it or not, these are innate
skills and abilities that each of us already
has, they have just atrophied from lack
of use or are not honed because of lack
of training. The purpose of the training
you will encounter in this book is to rec-
tify that.

For those of us called to be Guardians, it
impaortant to understand that our train-
ing is never complete. The Way to be-
coming a Guardian is continuous, with-
out respite. There is no ideal “Guard-
ian® which one becomes upon achieving
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some plateau of develapment, The pro-
cess of becoming is more like a continu-
pus paddle up river with ever more
springs and feeder streams to discover
and explore. i

The Path of the Guardian is similar.
Even when there is no specific task at
hand there is constant attention to the
flow, the constant directing of energy In
the most conservative, efficient, respect-
ful and purposeful way. For the Guard-
ian knows that the flow, the process, 15
all that there is, and he continually hon-
ors it

The Guardian lives on the edge, ever

inquisitive, exploring, challenging the
self, finding ways to give Thanks. Sheis
continually testing her limits, honing her
skills, expanding her awareness and
growing in Attunement. When there is
no challenge, no service, she challenges
herself for the sake of the challenge. She
conducts herself with integrity always.
Each action is carried out as though it
were her last, as though her entire rea-
son for being was for thatact, i.e., for the
moment.

The Guardian does not quest for
battle, as in the stereotypical image of the
Warrior. Rather, she seeks to befriend
anger, envy and loneliness, that they
may assist, rather than impede, the seek-
ing of her essential self. As the Guard-
jan becomes more empowered she be-
comes more gentle. The more she comes
to know herself the more selfless she
becomes. The more she involves herself
in seeming chaos the more she becomes
immersed in Balance,

The Guardian in Her Circle

It is important to stress that, in a Native
community every person’s role s valued
for it's essential contribution to the well-
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being of the group. Because of the cir-
cular nature of Native Peoples’ lives, no
person’s role is more or less important
than another’s. The Civilized way, on
the other hand, is structured as a pyra-
mid, with those perceived to be most
important at the top, and individuals and
groups farther down the pyramid con-
sidered more expendable, nameless,
faceless. Ironically, the strength of the
pyramid is dependent upon the confor-
mity of the person below to those above;
without the conformity of those consid-
ered expendable, the structure crumbles,
In the Old Way, the reverse is true.
The Old Way is circular, rather than hi-
erarchical, recognizing the inherent
worth of all. The Circle is only as strong
as it's weakest link. The independence,
creativity, and initiative of each indi-
vidual is encouraged, as each
individual's skills and perspectives are
needed in order for the Circle to thrive.
The people are as organs within an
organism — the liver, heart, and lungs,
etc.— each contribute their unique gifts
te the well-being of the whole. In the
Circular way, as with the human body,
the mutually beneficial results of this
interdependence are synergistic. Each
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individual's contribution is magnified
the group such that the group’s well
ing, and what the group contributes b
to the individual, are greater than w
the individual could provide for hin
herself.
Thus, in a Native community all
dividuals are esteemed, and all indivi
als are encouraged to follow their p
sonal calling and develop their
talents to their fullest. Theirs are ind
dependent relationships, based ug
mutual trust, respect and honoring,
opposed to the dependent and oppe
sive relationships which support §
Civilized pyramid. Those relations
are based on obedience, conformity, 3
a reward-sanction system to dema
support of the pyramid,
There is a misperception in &
dominant culture that the Guardia
holds a special place of honor in a
tive community. He holds a place |
honor, yet so does everyone in the cof
munity. Each person is honored an
valued for the roles each fulfills in s
vice to the people. In actuality
Guardian role is no more or less honore
than any other.

where Wildatness is the classroom

and Balance are the quests.

The Teaching Drum was f
Tamarack Song. Please call or write for
the current newsletter/course brochure.

=124 Military Rd.
Three Lakes W1 54562
755-546-2944
www.teachingdrum.org

156

L2 VEGH

Kevin

here are no animals that choose a diet for ethical or moral reasons. That is, there are no
wild animals that chose a diet for ethical or moral reasons. : i
sense, Here decay fertilizes, birth is in-

That's not to say that other animals

are savage, self-gratifying and blood
thirsty beasts: you'll have a hard time
finding anything like that in the non-
spectacularized wild. On the contrary,
eihics are as unthinkable as they are use-
less in the wiild. The reason is simple: you
don't shit in the bed you sleep in. You
can apply that ecologically, psychologi-

cally, scientifically, and, as 1 want to
emphasize, spiritually, but, again, you'll
be hard-pressed to find any of those dis-
linctions among wildness either. What
you do find is a cyclical and flowing
wholeness: not in some spoken or other-
wise mediated sense, but in the lived
SETISE,

This can get a little tough here. Wild-
ness is a hard concept for us to compre-
hend and even harder for us to embody.
Everything about wildness runs against
the way we live and think as domesti-
cated beings. That is, as civilized beings.
Domestication, the process of taming
wildness to the domesticity of village,
city, and country life, is what makes civi-
lization possible. That is as true for the
first gatherer/hunter societies who
settled into villages as it is for the first
domesticators of cultivated wild grains
and herder of animals as it is for each
and every one of us.

Like all living beings: we are born
wild, Even more to the point, we are bom
into wildness. In wildness, all things are
connected in a figurative and literal

SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

SORGE S, AUDMC LOSEDM M1 NS
NISH. &S UATRADGHEST 1 CATHON

Tucker

separable from death, there are no
boundaries, and purpose is lived
through the moment. There is no Future
and there is no need for distant or loom-
ing gods. This is the world that all be-
ings are born to be a part of, humans in-
cluded.

Chur situation has changed, but not
our reality. The reality of wildness is still
there and it forever refuses to end. How
we see the world around us has changed,
though our minds and bodies have not.
Sioux poet and resistor John Trudell put
it best when he said that the being part
of our spirit has been mined, That min-
ing process, the domestication process
itself, flips the world entirely upside
dewn: wildness is circular and flowing,
the domesticated world is linear,
planned, and ordered, wildness encour-
ages self-discovery and the
domesticators have created criteria and
meticulously crafted programs of re-
quired learning. Most importantly, wild
beings are an integral part of wildness
while domesticated beings are slashed
down to an isolated core which will only
ever be a fragment of the Megamachine

This is the basis for both our physi-
cal and mental reality: a fragmented, hi-
erarchical and highly categorized world.
Domestication splits the self from the
Other and turns life into a battle for sur-
vival. It's no large mystery why TV
shows about wild animals focus on the
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predator and the prey, fight for mates unique to veganism at all, is about b
and reproduction. Our own reality of those half-steps can so easily beco
consumption, mating, spawning and full picture. While full of good intent
dying is naturalized. and often positive action, they aren/

challenge to the entire “unjust” syst
' want to emphasize that domestication which produces them: civilization, |
is a process and not an event. Wildness stead they become a rigid morality th
can simply never be fully tamed. Our notonly doesn't challenge that do
need for something, for the comfort of cated worldview, but completely flof
community and that lived purpose, must from it and reinforces it. I'm referri u
be constantly diverted or filled with veganism here as a bit of a catch all
more meaningless garbage to keep us animal rights ideology and the ani
from realizing it. The domesticators need  liberation movement at large. | want
flashy technology, credit card debt, seda- emphasize that my problem is not wil
tives, and pop psychology to keep us people who eata vegan diet or all veg
from looking at what is really missing in  individuals, but with the ideology th
our own lives. We need distractions be- is more ultra-domes
cause that lurking emptiness will only anti-domestication.
ever end when the wildness begins to Enowing the kinds of reactions I
flow back in. When we return to the likely to get for this, let me repeat thi
world we were born into. point: this is about vegan and animal rigl
Rewilding, the process of ideologies, morality, and so on. Nok all pegp
undomestication, is no easy thing. There who eat a vegan diet fall under this categol
are, of course, the physical barriers, but but either way, I'm interested with ideas a
it is the mental barriers that may be the nof every single individual|
hardest to overcome. Our isolated noth- I'm concerned with veganism as or
ingness is a far cry from the world of of many impediments to wildness
wildness that we are trained to fear. Get- as one of many fronts for civilization
ting there never will be easy. But we all What I'm concerned with, ultima tely,
start somewhere. But I'm stepping ahead veganism as a force for domesticatia
of myself a bit here. that open cages but never breaks thi
Like every other domesticated be- bond with the reality that it seeks to op
ing, T have always been reaching. Out of pose, =

sheer desperation, I've grasped onto

anything that felt like it might bring that HAVING YOUR PRINCIPLE AND

needed fulfillment, like it might be the EATING IT TOO

antidote to that lurking emptiness. In

hindsight I see these as partial steps,

though often necessary. What they ology and morality, but in effect they are
lacked in a spiritual fulfillment they pretty indistinguishable. Both of them
made up for in action. The one that I'm  offer a complete worldview that a per=
concerned with here is veganism., som may take part in or they must abide

For me, veganism has turned out to by respectively. An ideclogue may have
be one of many steps I've taken and with- a long and elaborate set of defenses for
out regret. But my concern, which isn't what has happened, what must ha

Ppe
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tication than it

There are fine points that separate ide

and how you must act while a moralist
will just tell you what is right and wrong,
You can have one or both or any combi-
pation, but a prescribed (that is taught
not experienced) worldview _t"LE'E"dIE
pomething to serve as a basis for justifi-
gation. .
Like any domesticating worldview,
veganism can be either idmlu-g:lc?.l or
moral. What is important is that e:lt']_'ler
way, there is an unshakeable foundation
for all ensuing belief, action and judg-
ment. There is a right and a wrong way
which will almost
always be applied.
It is universal. I
want to emphasize
this last point be-
cause the idea of
something being
applicable always
and forever and un-
der any circum-
stance may be the
cornerstone of civi-
lization, and most
definitely our glo-
bal civilization. Itis
the peak of an or-
dered worldview, It
is anti-adaptive in
nature and runs
against the flow
that keeps wildness
wild.

What we're interested in here is that
both ideclogy and morality make it pos-
.‘i:bll! to say g};mmhing like ‘the killing of
and /or mh.surnption of animals is aluays
wrong”. Mo matter what, this must hJe
seen as an unshakeable principle. There’s
a lot of ways that you can get there, Ll:rut
in the end this unshakeable principle
becomes a blinder. Put simply: it puts
limits on your action and your thinking.
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In the end, this principle is l.'hg
word. What it lacks in commaon -b:nnjc'
can be backed up by sgibbnmnﬁh a
i it of tricky wording, v
hﬁlcl'li..:\:: so? Y:}rru might be asking. Let's
takﬂ;:l'?:;an is a person who dms1not
consume or use any animal p-]'ﬂlbd;.'li.t ';:
by-product. They do so ucstnnstbk;.;ll
cause they are convinced that the Ki lm:f.
of and/or consumption of animals i
unethical or immoral or just plain wl'ﬂﬂf’;
That's easy enough to understand right?
Well understand-
ing isn't the Ipn.:_b-
lem, application is.
Veganism is a
lifestyle issue, a set
of choices based on
the aforementioned
principle about
what someone will
buy, eat, use
dumpster. steal, or
whatever. Its ap-
peal is that it is a
daily kind of pro-
test or righteous-
ness (depending on
where your prin-
ciple is rooted)
against a system
that enslaves and
slaughters millions
of animals daily for
food, entertainment, clothing and tI!::
like. Not many people really wanlt_. _h.: ta
partinan omnicidal system, so t msai;
alternative based on things you wou
ike shop...
- a%mlr]n is appplicable in the here
and now. Even better, we are told itisa
statement. That statement can I:-e nmpiln-
fied by buying products thatare Crl.ilf ty
free’ or with the vegan symbol of ap-
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proval. Here’s where things get tricky. doesn’t matter, but it means that chan
We buy these things because they con- has to come from somewhere else, [ ¢
tain no animal products or by-products accept that trying to destroy civilizati
and are not animal tested. Here's the requires what would be considered b
kicker: at least, not directly contributing  pocrisy. But that's because [ have
to the death and enslavement of animals. morality or ideology or platform for ha
S0 here’s the one big problem: you con- things must be and how I must act.
sume because you live in civilization Veganism, being rooted in perso
which requires the mass production of choices, isn't so fortunate. So what do
everything. So by taking part in the sys- the moralist or ideclogue do whe
tem of consumption, you are still in- pushed in a corner? Since their principl
volved in the system of production and s closed and universal,
distribution, which means that soy beans further simplify the application of the
and wheat are grown in fields that were principles to the beloved isolated ind
once forests where wild animals once vidual of our civilization or they can jus
lived and are either fertilized by animal get angry or a bit of both as things s
shit from mass produced and enslaved often BO.
animals or chemicals that kill just about The first choice is where we get “d
everything which is transported through rectly’ from. The world is simply too big
roads made of uprooted, crushed and you just have to do what you can whi
processed stone and rock transported by things work themselves out or the ma
vehicles of synthetic and horribly toxic ter plan while a peaceful vegan world i
plastics along with ‘natural resources’ under way. Here you'll get to hear thing
that are processed to leave outeven more like: ‘the world is a messed up place, bul
toxins to help in the construction and  at least 1 didn’t put the bolt gun to thy
movement of these vehicles which are cows head.’ Or ‘at least I didn't pay thi
taken on roads and highways which cut person directly for deing it Inevitably
through wild lands and crush wild ani- taking no account for the distributior
mals while they try to live our their lives and transportation of the killed ani

as trucks go to stores, again being con- is beyond the scope of ethics or moral
crete and steel over once wild areas, ity.

where they are bought with TMONey you
get from taking part in the economy
which is the core of the one and only

The second choice i= a blinder in ef:

Not quite so simple, but here's my point:
if you live off of an omnicidal system,
then you are a part of it,

Thatis a point that [ can recognize.1 we ini
canaccept it as our reality, butnot as the again. So let’s look at how it js rooted
reality that must be. I know that no con- and then to how jt works out and ulti-
sumption will address that problem and ma tely what it overlooks,
that whatever choices I make at the mar-

ket are not going to stop that system. At BLINDED BY THE HYPE
the same time, it doesn 't mean what [ do
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are pretty weak ones. But it does hap
pen to the best of us doesn't it?
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The vegan principle that killing animals  them at all.
lirectly is always wrong is typically _ 1 o
;xlstae.:l gﬂ a numbz-r of different perspec- sense than anything: we're omnivorous

fell T f..i__" " F‘#. d _;‘.tf »

The truth is much more common

tives, I'd say that the main three would animals th-:il are meant t-.:ﬂb;s:fl:i
be that it is just wrong to kill animals (this  Vegans don’t need morality : :idfgme
includes the topic of sentiency which with this, but 'tl'u? maunds: o ;_-1. ey
deserves its own section), that meat is probably -.Inrnu!dn t have existe ml g
unnecessary for humans (which alsoin- the morality that made sun?h r.iv}ma p::;e
cludes health issues), and that the indus- slll'-le. T'ha’_r mm-_r::hr:,ir bFIEddﬁx PO
try is inhumane. Like most vegans, lin- Hmdur believe in ahlnulz,.a. Jedhathl
corporated a bit of all three. Hindus are agriculturalis : Lfng

The idea that meat/animal products a land that requires a lot of work to ar;'ir;i.
are unnecessary for humans isjust plain What they do get !‘mm f..a-rerrfﬁEm:v}; :
wrong. That is, it isn’t true for wild hu- th:e stomach, but it dw t:::: 'hmlu?r
mans. It is possible to be a relatively thmgtl_wtsmﬂmnﬂ nfedam]slﬂtz mjs
healthy vegan in modern society, justas  Here, like among alllpﬂlﬁt;ara i n-._;mber v
it is possible to get tomatoes all year such as cows are vita :}r 8 i
round and tofu can be found in far more  reasons. Hat‘ne?sseﬂ t::l P DWh,f_ lfijf .
places than soy would ever be found. the wurkm_ad in tilling the ;? i :'h
You can take artificial supplements, their dung is a great source gd ut.t's. tl-.;;
though this often leads to an imbalance fact that they give dmlr}r prt un‘:m s
of other nutrients. It is possible to do all arecumparrabll: in nutrients nﬂn!'ii ;han
of these things, but this comes back to  meant they're wo:tl? a lntmtﬁe |-EE :
that system and the artificial life that it dead. The problem :sjthatw I ttasT y
r:‘qu'u:ﬂﬁ and maintains, make sense, lt_dc_:esn tkeep the s E ing

But there are mounds of ‘evidence’ poor from kil]lng and eating t em.
to the contrary. At least on the surface Throughout the history of cntr:élz?.tno:;
there is. There are science reports about law never W!]lkf_‘d. sowell .:sw n]J_.I wm
the health problems associated with eat- coming 5t!'alght from t].:; ﬂ:: :r;;e.ls ;nm_
ing meat, but they look at thihe-a;ilm}f “If]e EE:-E::E&L;;?:I:‘:NS_

sed food that is no healthier t ally wi R

fi;iiifj; processed vegan foods. That It doesn't take long |::;:ur the rEllEloiﬁ
slips past the blinders and couples with and philosophical 5#:1430 angeﬁza;:l : :-i :
the arguments against factory farming taktnfl’-mu.lsnwnl. uuca.:';l g L—aﬁ
which builds complete but sloppy argu- healthy eating dairy, Puf&wf: uti fjf e
ments. The evidence that a vegan diet is fadi-:' to the divine purity : anhszzl, d
healthier than a non-vegan one Comes  [Fanism maybctth-e natural rncrrpd Eden :
from the same science that has argued product of ahimsa. Over hundr S::j
for and against just about everything re- years, it h?:s- taken nfl‘- nnblts {:m’;dab
lating to meat consumption, disease, and thaugk‘_m ahimsa tends to de Litp A é
the worth of animal lives. Scientists have non-Hindu vegans, you don n;-e =
confirmed just about any ludicrous idea hear the name orbe a Hl!‘ld‘;;l tota ;g =
from genetics to the health benefits of in its aftermath. But _er'}. u vmeg .
smoking to the benefits of civilized life, Inr;ilm were alsuhealthm':e‘:rn . esj.trl;.l;‘.;—
I just wonder why we would believe logical descendants in the West. :
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ing predominantly local foods from
smaller scale farms, there was not the
mediated need to have a final clean prod-
uct. Their vegan foods carried the nutri-
ents of insects and animal dung serving
as fertilizer making them healthier in the
end, but not vegan in the purified West-
I sense,

Whether or not the connection is direct,
this is the hype that made the later sci-
entific evidence thinkable and then avail-
able. What ensued was an entirely dif-
ferent version of hu-
man history that be-
came the ideological
backing for Western
vegans. The basic be-
lief is that humans
don‘t need to eat meat.
This is approached a
number of ways.

The first way this
works is to revise biol-
ogy. One highlight that
is thrown around the
mast is that camivores
have much longer in-
testines than herbi-
vores. Since our intes-
tines are closer to her-
bivores on this, we
aren’t meant to eat
meat, The obvious
counterpoint is that we
do eat meat and we do digest it. In fact
we've been doing this for quite a long
time. The evidence that we don’t is that
the average meat cater may have up to
ten pounds of undigested meat in their
stomachs by the time they die,

S0 who is being cut apart here?
Other civilized people, The problem isn‘t
that we can't digest meat, but that pro-
cessed and domesticated foods simply
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are not healthy and/or digestible. T
applies to meat as much as it does g8
wheat, and most vegetables and f
But meat is arguably the worst. Ani
are pumped full of chemicals, extra fa
from a sedentary life, the meat is
served, overcooked, overcaten, and
eat the same nasty grain that we do,
adds up to a pretty nasty end produ
Combined with a diet and lifestyle
doesn’t get the proper exercise or dl
velop right from birth, it's not really an
surprise that we can't digest it or
heart disease is one |
the major killers in th
West.
If this was
major issue,
wouldn’t make sens
for us to have eatel
meat for millions ¢
years. People like #
artic hunter/gatherer
would probably haw
the worst health. The
do have some of

other numerous die
related diseases, bu
that is only after they
were forced to settle by
the government and

Hn]}r having a diet of

canned vegetables and
processed grains with the occasional
supplement of wild meat. When their
diet wasan average of 80-90% meat, they
were far healthier than any farmer could
ever have been,

Vegans will argue otherwise. The
argument goes that we've come up from
a form of savagery and through civiliza-
tion we're attaining a higher and more
moral and ethical reality than through-
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put all of human history. We're reach-
ing the peak of morality and humanity
and it is part of the synthetic superior
world that we are creating. Groups like

hardly give them credit for it; | think the
engineers of Progress came up with this
as a justification for imperialism, coloni-

You are as likely to see us grazing and
chewing cud as you are going to hunt
like a jaguar. So what is that middle col-
umn? Omnivore. This should be fairly
obvious. We are fully capable of cating
fruits and vegetables and we have at-
tributes of other hunters such as forward
looking vision and a natural tendency to
run straight rather than from side to side
like most typical “prey”.

The biological trend leads to a look
at the rest of the primate family. Like
most primates, we do hunt. Vegans sim-
ply look beyond this and attribute it to a
habit of primates in captivity. That's
something that most who have observed
primates in the wild have noted. Even if
we were to push that aside, we can't ig-
nore something even more significant:
the primate subgroup that all modern
primates (including humans) are said to
evolve from were insectivores. That's
something that has never left us and can
be seen in our wild counterparts as much
as among other primates. Beetles, grubs
and grasshoppers are all high in protein
and, though | can’t personally back this

up at the moment, supposedly delicious.

PETA really have no problem embody-
ing this ridiculous notion. But you can

ration and genocide. The central mes-
sage is as old as domestication: nature
needs improvement. [ hope [ don’t have
1o draw out the obvious problems with
this further.

Other biological points refer to our
body. We don't have the same teeth as
most carnivores that much is true, but
we also have hands with opposable
thumbs that can do the same job as teeth
to tear. We lack talons, beaks, and claws,
but like many animals, we are tool us-
ers. Many vegans will argue that tools
for hunting are relatively new and that
much may be true: but it represents our
own allegiance to a science that is ever
changing and our own inability to look
at the obvious: there are more ways to
get meat than bows and atlatls. Things
like rabbit sticks, nets, crude clubs and
traps are all far easier to make and use
and the chance of them showing up in
the archeological record is remote. But
they are only likely to show up if the ar-
cheologists were looking for them, but
s0 long as we associate stone tools with
hunting, that's not likely to happen. But
even if we weren't hunting, we're still
rather adaptive: we can scavenge, What-

Coming close to the biological argu-
ments are revisions of our entire history.
More recent vegan ‘naturalists’, espe-
clally the raw food enthusiasts, claim that
not only were we originally strict vegans,
but that fire was our downfall. True
enough, fire did change things to a cer-
tain degree. We've been able to move
into colder climates and in some areas,
ever way you cut it, we've been eating we might not have survived the ice age.
meat successfully for some time. It has made foods that would otherwise

The whole biological comparisons be inedible open to us. This is all true,
rarely hold up. Often there is a chart of but we can’t forget that the domestica-
strict carnivores and herbivores with tion of fire was a spotty thing and not
human running down the middle. The nearly as significant as Greek myths
problem is that we're neither of them. would likely have us believe. One thing
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you're not coming closer to the idea that

it's going to be even more to argue that
all life is worthy of that same respect.

ing to lose, The reality of wildness runs

logical civilization.

ridiculously, there is the assumplion that

the animals and earth might benefit from  but on the o
this. The real solution is all the more ob- tem
vious: only wildness benefits wild be- tion

ings, and that will only come through the
destruction of civilization.

MAD COWBOYS AND EVEN MAD- thinking,

DER COWBOYS

The only time that vegan ideology tends
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tem of exclusion: when a new standard civilization is now. We produce a lok
is set, old standards are given new crap and disrupt and destroy na
strength. When you declare that some communities to maintain this way of
animals are sentient and others are not, ing.

This may be one of the greater a
all life (animal or not) is sacred or wor- for outreach among vegans. Not mg
thy of respect, you're just adding more people know where their meat, dal
to one side. Giving new rights to certain  and other animal products come from
animals reinforces the idea that animal the conditions that the animals live
life is different and more worthy than der, which are truly horrid. Domesti
plantlife or the entirety of an ecosystem. tion is bad enough, but the rows
If it takes a long battle to show that cer- crowded cages are based on the sa
tain life is more worthy of our respect, assembly lines used to make any ofl
mass product. Keeping animals lock
up, away from light and unable to stan
Simply put, when you play on the spread their wings, or stretch sho
terms of the domesticators, you are go- opposed.

The same can be said about anim
completely contrary and is totally inca- kept for testing medications for diseay
pable of coexisting with civilizationand related to civilized living and for total
even more 5o with modernized techno- frivolous crap like make up and p
fumes, No animal should ever be cag

The presumption of the animal and tortured like that. The Animal T
rights movement is that a better world eration Front is both necessa ry and cg
can come through civilization and that mendable. But this tends to be where
we can play on their terms. Even more messages are mixed. On the one hg
you have the call for complete liberati
ther hand you have an
pt to modify the systemn of expla
as we've seern.

Animal liberation can never |
part of civilization. And so long as j
egan dbgma and animal rig}
it will never be complete, |
come back to domestication and the f3
ure to really move beyond it.

A part of the vegan lifestyle is §
to have a deeper critique is of the mod-  promotion of ‘animal friendly’ and
ern food industry. But that only goes so elty free’ businesses. What that mea
far. The conditions of factory farms and  that the idea of animal liberation ter
slaughterhouses, like the meat markets to go hand in hand with the promofi
and fast food restaurants, are appalling. of businesses, even though the prod
All of the above are rather grotesque ers and distributors of vegan foods
monuments to efficiency and production often some of the worst animal

that really typify where our globalized ers around. That goes for huage dairy o

porations buying out soy milk compa-
Bics, cigarette companies buying out or-
panic food companies, and large busi-
niesses behind the bulk of the meat in-
dustry owning meat free burger compa-
fies. Mainstream groups like PETA and
animal rights gurus like Eric Marcus
have actually gone out of their way to
hold rallies in support of Burger King in
support of their veggie burger, which
lsn’t even vegan.

What is the message here? What is
the goal? Is it liberation, or is it another
business venture like any other?

These might be the extreme ex-
amples, but perhaps they're also the
most honest. The world envisioned by
vegans where animals are liberated and
everyone is vegan is a pipe dream, and
a bad one at that. It simply is not pos-
sible, And I think most animals would
agree, it is not at all preferable.

It is in this pipe dream that animal
rights folks put out their environmental
image and try to show why anyone con-
cerned with the fate of the earth should
be vegan. [tis also here that the criticism
of the modern food industry comes for-
ward, albeit briefly. A huge target here
is the mass production of cattle. Cows,
being fed a strict diet of little to nothing
that their counterparts would eat, be-
come one of the larger sources of pollu-
tion because of their indigestion. Huge
areas of forest are cleared throughout the
world to grow grains and comn for their
consumption and more often than not,
this is a magnet for bivengineered crops.

It takes twelve pounds of grain to
‘produce’ one pound of beef. Simply put,
a bare minimum of twelve times more
domestication goes into animals over
crops. Animals like coyotes and wolves
know where that extra domestication
comes from: land that was once wild.
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They've been waging their own war on
the domesticating menace by taking out
herds of cattle, sheep and other herding
animals taking over where they once
lived, rarely is any of the meat actually
eaten. That is a war against civilization
in the literal sense. The ethical question
should be coming a bit clearer, at least
in terms of supporting domestication,

Animal rights arguments draw
these points out to offer an alternative:
in a vegan world, animals would not be
reared for food, so all of this waste would
not exist, But there's a problem here. On
the one hand is an extremely valid prob-
lern: domesticated animals are eating the
world. But on the other hand is that
ahimsa based principle that all life is sa-
cred. Soshould the animal industry end,
where would these animals go? Probably
the same place vegans are putting them
noww: sanctuaries,

Mow these sanctuaries are supposed
to be a safe haven, a place where animals
can go to live out the rest of their lives
safely and securely. They are supposed
to be freed. ['worked at one of these sane-
tuaries and can honestly say that there
is little to nothing that has improved
about their lives, with only a few excep-
tions. In reality they are moved from one
fenced in area to another, being given
maore room only when those animals
come from a factory farm or extreme
abuse case, They are fed the same food
that they would be getting in a factory
farm, producing the same methane, and
their lives are still dictated by human
desires. Except this time around, those
humans are bringing them into more of
a petting zoo for the vegan ego than a
place where they are given proper re-
spect.

Instead they serve as a living monu-
ment o lifestyle choices. Where they do
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roam, they do no % damage than any  is the problem.
other farm. I've spn this happen. Even But this cannot be questioned. T
a small herd of cad® can complete de- vegan world requires domesticati
stroy streams, conpminate soil and just may well be the peak of domestics
generally wreck ap 4Tea very quickly. society. Staples of the vegan diet like .
The only differencyis that they tend to beans, soy, and grains require plots ar
get a wider area p dEﬂ[‘rU}-" and since rows of crops. The:r- are all the most i
they re not being kiled, more time tode  tensive and detrimental crops to
itin. And [ don't thak I'm overstepping earth. The plowed fields and necessa
my boundaries to gy they’re not much transportation systems tear up the ear
happier. They spepd IUSt as much time and as the soil washes away the onl
trying to get out an! Mot be enclosed as - options for continued farming are chem|
they can. T cal fertilizers or, once again, using 2
What we are seing is the domest- mal dung. Delusions of a global orga
cator mindset in acsi- This is the down- and vegan horticulture are simply
fall of rights and do Fﬂﬂdﬂ movements:  tainable with this population as they an
they are self grati fying rather than pro- unlikely. A vegan world is still a global
active, The questiﬂn.‘-'f domestication is ized technological, industrial civili
never raised, at leas "0t with any seri- tion: little different than ours now.
ousness. A significsit part of that is a All the while, the ‘liberated’ anima
refusal to question 9 basic lessons of living in sanctuaries become all the mon
the domesticators; ¢ Vision of a glori- like us: captives to a distant Future. e
ous and ethically bound Future, the end  closed, fed and bred for a world thn; ar
product of millions o Years of slow pro- never replace the innate being of wild
gression and buildin; YPON humanity. ness.

And wildness jills behind again. We feel its loss while the hand of
The slaughterhouse peomes the symbol - domesticator shoves it further away ang
of exploitation and p€ Point is missed, leavesa gaping void in its wake,
but the civilized may never see it fully.

The central issue is sfear of death. The OPENING THE CAGES: THEIRS A
vegans carry the mes2¢ that it is better OURS
to live a long life enaB82d than a short

one that ends in syssmatized murder. 1opened this essaf with a statement

That is the burden of Vilization: that we no other animal chooses their diet, espe

would rather pmlcrn;,:me thanliveit.  cally for ethical and moral reasons, Pay
No doubt, the saughterhouse is haps that statement is a bit unfair be-

never a great thing, put it is feared be- cause no other animal has created fage

cause it represents geth- It is the farm tory farms or civilization and enslave
that is the problem, I i the farm that the mass of life on this earth either. Bu
has always been the peblem. Itenslaves my point is not that nothing matters o
humans to a life of wek building wealth  that we would all be better off buying

for others just as the work animals of the
Hindu spend their [ves buildlng the
world that the Hindg ¢hose to live in,
That i the world of gemestication: that
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meat and dairy as we would buying ve-
gan foods. My point is that while vegans
ism is an understandable response to the
world now and remains a possible step
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towards rewilding, vegan ideology and
morality are all too often taken as the
goal in themselves. In the end, vegans
take domestication to another step and
continue to carry the mantle of civiliza-
ton,

For many vegans, like those in-
volved with PETA and similar groups,
that may not be a problem. The associa-
tion of meat eating as savagery is a part
of their civilizing mission. The drunken;
possipy inner circle of vegan and sanc-
tuary elites can sit back and soak up the
empire that theyve built for themselves
in highly paid positions. They can push
for their dogma to be spread by
supermodels and celebrities, because
that is part of the flashy, spectacularized
world that they dnit‘-'ﬁwﬁnt'ﬁnbrenk
from. frar S roah et sadh

Being anti-wildness is no mystery:
domesticated animals are given empha-
sis over wild ones. I can imagine that
Ingrid Newkirk, founder of PETA, had
no real ethical dilemma when she
pushed for a PETA policy of gassing fe-
ral cats. The idea that there “aren’t
enough homes for them all” says plainly
that they need homes, they need hu-
mans. For her domestication is the goal.
I say better dead than domesticated.
What kind of life is it that we are living
that is so worth maintaining? What
world are these enslaved animals being
“released” into?

To the point: what does animal lib-
eration really mean? Does it mean free-
dom from being killed by humans, stuck
in new farms where they are protected
against wild predators and fed the same
crap they were getting in the industry
farms? Does it mean the continuation of
mass, global agriculture to feed the
world a new moral diet? All of these
things are what we can see in happen-

SPECIES TRAITOR. NO. <

ing in practice. And [ have a really har
time trying to understand how insane
you have to be to really call this libera-
tion.

All animals need one thing: wildness.
We are no exception. That flow of life,
that questionless existence, that feeling
of an entirely interconnected community
is what we are all bomn for. It is the world
that our bodies work with. But those
changes call for more than a diet change.

Rewilding, as I see it, means a total
life of resistance and reconnection. It
means breaking down that self/Other
barrier that domestication builds and
maintains. [t means we need to stop see-
ing ourselves as outside of the commu-
nity of life and to stop seeing things like
non-animal foods as any less worthy
than animals. We need to break the grasp
of sentiency and other ideas that put
humans and our closer relatives on a
pedestal over wildness.

A part of this process is recognizing
that we are hunters and gatherers. That
doesnt mean that animals we may hunt
became our natural enemics or that we
have any different connection with them.
That's not entirely eorrect: that relation-
ship will change. It would no longer be
a domineering sort of stewardship like
veganism pushes, but a rr:latiﬂnship
among equals: the only relationship that
should ever happen. That is a relation-
ship that is forever deepened when you
begin to read the tracks of animals
around you, when you spend hours and
days watching how animals interact and
begin to see life as they would live it. It
is about breaking mediation and break-
ing down the alienating technology that
reinforces our domesticating relation-
ship.

Rewilding is a great process of
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checking our domesticating behavior
and thinking. In the process we are free
to find our own animality, to seck out
our own wildness. It means becoming
self sufficient and no longer taking part
in a system that exploits globally and
locally by its nature. In that self suffi-
ciency we are free to develop relation-
ships with others that are not about us-
ing each other.

So what does this mean in terms of
day to day life? I'm not interested in out-
lining some program or creating a new
ideology or morality for how we must
be. I don’t really care what personal de-
cisions people make, because that is not
my main problem. [ can deal with people
on a one to one basis as things go, but
my target is civilization, Liberation will
only come through its destruction and
an end to the domestication process.

In practice that means opening cages
and crippling the system of enslavement
the only way that seems to work: bolt
cutters and incendiaries. What the ALF
and ELF have been doing for decades has
been fighting on the forefront of domes-
tication and trying to keep wildness
wild. It means targeting the system at its
central points. It means getting a deeper
understanding of how civilization works
s0 that we can target it more effectively,
It means taking our lives into our own
hands and not being afraid to act on it.

As far as diets go, the most I can rec-
ommend is to be aware of the foods that
you would be eating without domesti-
cation: wild foods such as nuts, berries,
plants, mushrooms, perhaps the occa-
sional egg, and, yes, fish and meat. The
ideal diet is the one that we've Brown
to: one that is foraged, scavenged and
hunted. For me, that hunting means
hunting in the ancient sense: simple tools
and all the relationships that come with
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Not the mediated macho hunting er
Eating this way doesn’t necessar
throw out any kind of ethical consid
ation for the consequences of our actig
['wontbuy any animal product, but I
also very weary of buying things like sg
But this isn’t based on ideological
moral grounds: more practical than an
thing. T have no more desire to eat d
mesticated animals than [ do to dome
ticate them myself. One of the most o
vious short term solutions is to eat rog
kill, an idea that becoming far more a
ceptable than the most ideological
vegans care to acknowledge. From roa
kill you can get skins for clothing, bey
for tools, muscles and organs for meal
and knowing that this animal’s death
not entirely in vain.

These deaths are the inescapak
consequence of a system that can prg
duce such massive and impersonal te
nology: complete with disconnected 1
ers. Anancient hunting rite is the pro
ise to the animal that is killed to ensur
that it will never be domesticated
taken without reason. That is a promis
to look over its future generations and
ensuring that they will grow up and li
in the same wildness that all life sho
live in. It is a unifying tie and assurance
that all things wild should be wild.

This is what we've lost through do
mestication. In tdking road kill or any
animal, [ feel a promise to do everything
T'can to come back to that original rela=
tionship: a promise to destroy the civili-
zation that binds both of us to a live of
captivity and exile in our own homes.

That is a step back into our own
wildness, into complete liberation. And
that is a step that vegan and animal rights
ideology remain a barrier to.

it
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VEGAN

The concrete is warped and uneven beneath my feet as 1 take a deep Sfﬂﬂr."f auiﬂmi:fr_r:m
placard above me with both arms. Around me, the crowd roars rulrd (& umfs}, ﬁ.-;r ﬂ:.:_ n:fﬂaﬁ
skyaoard. At the head of the throng, a kwenty-something man with a goa E':; a :m i
:'rr'p shouts unintelligibly into a bullhorn, 4_'md the miass of young I-L::Imﬂl anmm Firle
e responds in kind, with a feral, rhyfhmic bellow. Cars slow as ¢ ey pass : i E.;:.r Mﬁ;
families craning their necks in an effort to find out what the commotion is ;:H anm" e
i pick up trucks honk angrily and shout obscenities as :.i:ey spy one of the y
miade sighs proclaiming ANIMAL LIBERATION NOW!

The sign 1 hold above me bears a grainy, j?ver— Animal Liberation
h otograph of lwo men in camonfiage
;jff;::gﬁ rm?rd}::.-irﬁ rifles. Lying at their For ncari!fr a di:':ade 1 ﬂtﬁe‘:{\'ﬁd a
;ﬂw is the carcass of a slain elk. 'ﬂmcmamr;’s strict vegetarian diet, m.mum";? no
lead and shoulders have been sivipped of its  meat, fish, fowl, eggs, milk or c&m
body in preparation for mounting. G{:lr_era_afﬁ deriving imm an s!'r.“ma] source. | bg:
at the hunter's feet. The men are grinning wise, 1 did not utilize any anima f}r
into the camera as one makes the “Humbs products, be they Ielaurher, wool oﬁl 1.:1:
up” sign with the hand not holding his fire- My clothing was derived from syn : atic
arm. Both are splattered with small droplets  materials and any consumption 1 en-
of Wood and their hands are smeared with if.  paged in was Iackmg. to the b,_ggt of my
“Ain’t Murder Grand? " screams the caption  knowledge and ability, the stain of ani-
irt bold, red letters anchored above the photo.  mal slaughter. e :
The crowd, gathered outside a sporting My initial emersion in a ?E'EE'E:HT_IEI-TI
goods store in suburban Pennsylvania, be-  lifestyle 5ternrne§ from my sm.dle:- of
";;‘rI"S to break into smaller groups, the most  Eastern spi._ritualll.jr, then Eﬁdwllz ex-
lmc.-.r“y militant gathering by the entrance Pdndgd to |_.nchj_dc the ccmceEt 0 1 :El'u;
fo the shop and the one, lone security guard  mal liberation”, a We:'rte'm ,..?]Ea ;:-s
who is looking more nervous by the moment.  given voice I:::y Australian I:rh’mmi : r_-l:
I immediately make my way toward the Peter Singer in t.he 19;.:9'% o W ,ct
group as a new chant, lower, more the so-called animal rights movemen
:fr'sﬁcrmirh* (and menacing) by the J"ﬂc';il that has sprung.
illing b give voice to it's rlyme 5
{ﬁ:ﬂﬁ i::;.{: §Wh§t goes around, comes As my belief system ?Dllld.fledl
arotrd, plant a huter in the ground!” Roar-  around the concept that Eu life ?eq:ﬁ‘
ing my approval, 1 thrust the placard even and worthy not only of “rights” in ”:
higher... limited human sense, but complete li
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eration from artificial enslavement and
human design, my dietary philosophy
began to shift yet again, Through the
study of natural hygiene and diet, | be-
came convinced that humans are by the
dictates of evolution, not omnivorous,
but rather natural herbivores that have
strayed from the intent of natural law.

Spiritually, ethically, and now bio-

logically, I was convinced that non-veg-
etarian life ways were completely out of
balance, a detriment not only to the ani-
mals being slaughtered, but to the very
Earth itself; the environ-
mental consequences gen-
erated by the mass con-
finement of animals solely
for the value of their flesh,
damning,.

The focus of my activ-
ism became more militant
the more firmly convinced
I became of these beliefs,
From protest and boycott
to more underground ac-
tions, the dimensions of
my life solidified around
a self-perceived role as
savior of the innocent and
judge of those humans living in defiance
to the natural order of life. And yet, not
content with simple dogma, I continued
to study, explore, and educate myself on
issues [ found vitally important. Deep
ecology. indigenous issues,
bioregionalism, and eventually primitive
living skills piqued my interest as [
delved deeper into naturalism. Like-
wise, my study of mysticism and spiri-
tuality grew, expanding from a strong
focus on esoteric Eastern traditions to

one rooted in Earth based thought.

It was my study of these topics, par-
ticularly primitive living skills, which at
last forced me to reevaluate my strict
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dietary views. Ihad met several teag
ers—whom I deeply respected—whis
held the Earth as a sacred entity and pa
sessed the skills to live beyond the di
tates of the modern technological worl
Yet these same individuals viewed m
strict vegetarianism as lacking balang
and spiritual foresight. Mere so, whil
they respected my sincerity and the drig
that fueled my dietary practices, the
also viewed them as simply unrealis
beyond the boundaries of “civilization!

existed on copious amounts of steamed
and raw vegetables, whole grains, le-
pumes, nuts and seeds. From the stand-
point of vegan nutrition, there was sim-

The more I learned, the more I began §
suspect they might b
right.

In Search of Bala

By this point, I had
been practicing vegetari
anism for over eight years
What had begun as a re
volt against anthropocend

had deepened into

and was now returning me to its poi

of origin, wisergnd more knowledgeable

than when I had originally embarked
upon the journey.

I began to take a close look at my
health. While seemingly robust, I had
to admit that I was too pale and thinner
than I liked, despite having engaged in
vigorous exercise and weight training for
several years. [ was also prone to skin
blemishes and brief periods of vertigo.
Yet my diet was impeccable. I did not
consume refined or processed foods,
white sugar or artificial sweeteners, |
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tric arrogance and crueliy

search for the sacred, a
connection with the forces
that brought humanity
into existence and have
sustained us the millions of years since,
This search had led in a widening circle

ply no reason why I should not have

been in peak physical condition.

Yet | was not experiencing optimal
health, 1 had developed seborrhea (a
skin condition similar to psoriasis which
is often caused by malnutrition or mal-
absorption of nutrients) and in the sum-
mer of 2001, began to experience brief
episodes of tunnel vision.

My studies of indigenous diet had
placed me in contact with dozens of
former vegetarians, several of whom had
suffered physical problems very similar
to my own. Thoroughly disillusioned, 1
decided that ideology was a poor excuse
to sustain physical imbalance. Besides
that, my worldview had shifted to a
point where intellectually, I no longer
believed strict veganism to be either
natural or the dictate of evolution.
Slowly, I began to reintroduce eggs into
my diet, and a year later, frec-range, or-
ganic chicken as well.

Spirit Reborn

The hierarchy of life that I had cre-
ated in my mind led to a distorted spiri-
tual belief in which the lives of those
creatures that speak more strongly to
modern humanity take precedence over
the life of less evolved creatures such as
plants and herbs. This was no longer
acceptable to me. If [ were to truly rec-
ognize the equality of all living entities,
there could be no hierarchy among them,
My studies of anthropology and indig-
enous diet had led me to discount the
view that human beings were by nature,
strictly herbiveorous, and lacking any
solid anchor beyond emotional condi-
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tioning, the foundation of my vegetari-
anism collapsed.

At this time | relocated from Penn-
sylvania to Colorado and began a more
in-depth study of primitivism and natu-
ral living skills. Slowly, [ began to con-
sume wild venison and buffalo. My skin
cleared, the tunnel vision and vertigo
faded and 1 began to hold onto lean
muscle mass.

My studies turned to the concept of
the sacred hunt as practiced by primi-
tive humanity for millions of years. Over
a period of months [ sat with the con-
cepts I was exposed to, meditating on
their relevance with my overall search
and the way of life I sought to live, All
that I had come to realize as true fell into
place. In the pure spirit of the Old Ways,
1 found a relationship with all living be-
ings that transcended modern ideologi-
cal dogma. | began to grasp
humankind's connection to the Earth,
not only mentally, but also in the deep-
est fibers of my being,

The spruce pines are heavy with dew.
Aspen trees glisten in the dawning light.
Through bending foliage [ can see the silver
trace of water bursting from a spring vo iore
than fifteen yards from the natural blind |
am crowched belind, My senses are sharp-
ened by hunger as I have fasted for the previ-
ous four days in preparation for this daen.
I have shed the covering of civilizalion and
wear only simple colton shorts and doe skin
moceasing. My body is camouflaged, cov-
ered in clay and spil. Duff and fragrant
mtosses are enbwined Hirowghont my hair and
beard. My scent is that of the Earth.

T offer up a silent prayer of gratitude for
the warmth of the sun illuminating the for-
est around me, and slowly stretch the muscles
of my neck and back. Al my feet are six broad
head arrows, their points buried in He dugf.

153




' 25
Cradled in my left hand is a simple wooden
recurve bow, it's mellow hue brought to life
by the sunlight now dappled across it.

The sound of movement and breaking
twigs draws my attention to the spring and
immediately my body falls motionless. A doe
niule deer and two fawns are entering the
clearing to drink from the spring. My breath
slops for a moment as [ take in their beauty.
The mother glances about protectively, yet
fails to wote my presence. The faun clus-
tered around her bend
their heads to drink,
Omie is vigorous and
well fed, the gentle
chacolate of her coat
ripples as it moves
closer to the source of
water. Her brother, S
however, is slightly
less stouet, A bit thin-
ner, a bit more frail,
this  fawn limps
slightly as if walks,
This is Hie animal I have bracked for the past
two days. Whether hit by a car or suffering
some other accident, this rear leg of this frum
is slightly twisted. By simply watching the
creature drink, it is oboious that e will slow
his mother and sibling down as winter ap-
proaches. [inch my right hand forward and
very slowly draw an arrow, placing it in the
eradle of the bow with exaggerated, slow
motion gestures,

[ breathe deeply and slowly from the pit
of my stomach, silently giving thanks for the
&ift that I kave been presented with, the
chance to take part in the cycle of life. | trea-
siire the apportunity to transcend Hhe alien-
ation of modern man, if only for a moment
and truly merge with the great web of exist-
e,

Exhaling, I'rise from the bind and drazw
back. The doe immediately breaks for the
cover of the trees, her stouter offspring at her
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heels. The fawn 1 seck starts, then gives i
briefest of pauses, looking over his shonuld
at my form. Our eyes lock as the arromw
leases and then he is in motion, bownds
after his mother and sibling,

Holding my position, my eyes combth
brush for the arrow I have sent. It is ng
havd to find, having imbedded itself in 4
aspen on the edge of the clearing, just b
Yond the spring. It is bloodied up to th
feather fletching which marks the end af th
shaft. I drop bag
dowt into Hie blim
ad immmedintely giy
Hhanks. 1 offer a silen
blessing for the spir
of the fawn and m)
gretest respect for ty
sacrifice that has heey
made.

The sun rise
bigher. I seat mysel)
and comcentrate oy
my breath. Som
thirty minutes after taking my shot, I ris
ottce again from the blind and move across
the clearing, past the spring to where my
arrow is itmbedded in the tree. The blood trail
left by the fawn takes only a moment lo pick
up. Pushing through the stand of trees that
mark the edge of the spring, the ground rises
sharply and then f8s. No more than a hun
dred yards away, at the base af a pine tree,
the fawnt has gone to ground. [ approach the
body slowly. The chest is not rising or fafl-
ing. The spirit has left the body. I offer to-
bacco to the four directions, a gesture drawn
Sfrom the land I inhabit if not the blood cours
ing through my veins, and again give thanks,
This meat will serve me well and Jorward
iy life. The fazon and I il be joined, just
as I recognize that some day 1 too will Jall,
my body joining tHe Earth and Hoirishing
that from wiich it came. ..

155

Itis true that hunting can be all of
the charges listed above. | harbor the
samedisdain of the “good old boys” get-
ting drunk in the woods and mindlessly
killing anything that moves that the av-
erage urban based animal rights actvist
holds. Terhaps more. Such activity is
not in balance with nature, holds ne re-
spect fOr the gift of life given in the sac-
rificeof the hunt and serves only to aug-
ment our alienation from the natural
waorld rather than transcend it

Yet that is not what primitive hunt-
ing is based on. Lengage in the hunt ag
much to immerse myself in the primal
forces of life as to gain sustenance, In
the search for prey, I become that which
1 seek as it becomes me, If the hunt is to
be held sacred, a means to connect to our
non-alienated, non-reified primal nature,
the goal must be to thin the sick, the
weak and lame, those that would draw
the rest down in harsh winter climes.

This returns humanity to the cycle
of life, a revolution whereby each spe-
cies becomes a support system for all
others. When engaged in the sacred
hunt, we are at our most vital, pur most
human, and our least alienated. The true
hunter, because of the genuine respect
and reverence that he holds for his prey,
is sensitive to the suffering of his query
and will make every effort to ensure that

the kill is quick and as painless as pos-
sible.

Death is a part of the cycle of life, a
turming of the great wheel of existence
that our society is profoundly uncom-
fortable with. Due to humanities ex-
treme exploitation of natural bioregions
and the removal of non-human
predatorial animals, the carrying capac-
ity of many regions is profoundly out of
balance. In the natural world, a lack of
balance, more often than not, leads to the

Bom Anew

This is my truth, hard won through
experience, trial and error. Many of my
former compatriots will doubtless look
to me as fallen, a dupe, a “sell out” for
daring to question what I once held as
true. Yet I have always held the search
for truth as paramount. It was this search
that led me to militant vegetarianism,
which I do not regret, for if it were not
for the knﬂwlmﬂge that 1 Eainﬂd in my
decade spent with the animal liberation
community, I would not have reached
the point [ am at today. My endeavor to
transcend the alienation and sickness of
our culture led me to reject the anthro-
pocentric dogma it rests upon. My ef-
forts at reaching a state of wholeness
rather than reactivity took me beyond
the alienated dogma of the animal lib-
eration counter-culture, which often rests
on subtle but equally anthropocentric
grounds.

Erie Fromm wrote, “The quest for cer-
fainty blocks the search for meaning”. My
path has continuously led me in the di-
rection of truth sought, rather than cer-
tainty possessed. In an effort to share a
bit of what I have learned in that still
ongoing search, I would like to explore
what I consider to the foundation view
of many within the animal liberation
movement and how my immersion in
primitivist thought and Earth based
spirituality has allowed me to disavow
it.”

The Unbroken Circle

The most commaon criticism of hunt-
ing is that it is cruel and inhumane, lack-
ing respect for the sanctity of life and
serving as an expression of violent ag-
gression and barbarism.
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our physical shells feeding the earth an
future generations through emersion |
the great web. There is no need to cr
ate a false hierarchy. There is no need
single one group out for salvation ar
condemn all else to destruction or th
whims of capricious human desire. T
the primitivist, every organism, anima
and inanimate is a relation worthy of o
deepest gratitude, honor and respect.

The anti-hunting movement, rathe

death—the great equalizer.

Dweath due to starvation, or road
kill—which increases as overcrowding
forces more animals to range farther for
food—are hardly heart warming or pain-
less means of extinction. Yet stripped of
predatorial controls, the scales of balance
are set on such terms. The vegan who
shuns hunting, in effect condemns non-
human wildlife to this bitter end with
lit}]t:: thought or understanding of the
suffering that will surely result. than striving tow i i

Yet through the sacred hunt, hu- mmmnﬂ'gmmt:uﬁw :
manity may re-immerse itself in the web greater distance between I'nm'mn'itl:; a
of life, once again becoming a control Nature, in spite of it's noble intention:
factor that, through the application of This places human beings in an increa
natural reasoning and spiritual under- ingly fragmented, mechanized ”
standing, may serve Nature inmaintain- construct that i:ler:im i ' :e;

ing balance through amethod which in- while fostering  alienation a :
flicts the least amount of suffering that anthropocentrism. Suchapath cano
such maintenance will allow. end in the annihilation of our species
g }-n;;::e animal h::;[ﬂ tionist, equal- L
ity, respect, reverence is granted *

to only a few creatures, Df"ti;:e n?amal-; N Rsriteat e
in whose beauty, strength, and charisma T'am aware that domestication is not nat
we see a reflection of ourselves.- Plants Tal— 1 4 not-advocating or excusing the
and other “lower” life forms may be horrors perpetuated by corporate
givenlip service as living entities, but are agribusiness or factory farming. There is
readily and often remorselessly utilized 10 justification for the viciousness we in
as foodstuffs suitable to the modern, “en- flict upon non-human animal life, or ¢
lightened” human palate. There isadis- imbalances we create upon the Earth -. ;
connect bet:.veen the life that crawls, am I am not advocating the mnxun{pti il
liﬁltnﬁfg:??mtgm wh:::zl grows, of conventidnal animal products, which

_ acceptable. in addition to being laden with h

For primal peoples, the universe in- = o
cludes all livinrerﬁities—mﬂmﬂﬁ;;- :I?d_zﬁfr s Dy
etable and mineral. All life is considered Wh:t I ]
sacred and equal. All life is worthy of
gratitude and respect. It is understood
that life feeds upon life and that as surely
as there is birth, there shall be death. This
is the beauty of the natural cyele, In tak-
ipg life, be it plant or animal, we con-
tinue our existence with the knowledge
that one day we too will embrace death,
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nement, cruelty and suffering
am advocating is the emersion of
those humans interested in the process of
rewilding in the ritual of the sacred hunt,
which is engaged in with the utmost re-
spect and sensitivity for the cycle of life
for the purpose of susienance.

of action by others around me in-
spires a feeling of anger, and a desire to

WILD LOVE AGAINST CIVILIZATION

There's a quote credited to Che Guevara react rage-fully, I attempt to stop myself,
something along the lines of,
of sounding ridiculous, I would

“Attherisk examine the sources of that emotion, ex-
like to plore what fears are active in me, iry my
propose that the true revolutionary is best to apply some compassion and un-
motivated by feelings of deep love.” 1 derstanding to those around me whose
have no particular interest in or respect actions inspire my rage, and finally at-
for Che himself, but I think that the con- tempt to internally heal the rage and
cept in the quote itself deserves exami- fears as best I can, so that when I do re-
nation by green anarchists, regardlessof actto violent actions around me [ cando
its source. s0 in a way that most effectively stops
Despite sharing ideas and ideals them with a minimum of further vio-
with the writers and editors of publica- lence, and hopefully creates an example
tions like Green Anarchy or Species Trai- of an alternative way of acting and in-
tor, | sometimes find myself on a really teracting.
different wavelength. For example, Now don't get me wrong — I'm cer-
when I picked up the Winter 2004 issue tainly not proposing a path of navel-gaz-
of Green Anarchy and saw the title on ing new age self help apathy. It seems
the inside back page “Act Your Rage! fully possible to me that green anarchists
(before your rage becomes anact!)” itjust who are actively applying this kind of
didn’t resonate with me. Theidea of act- deep self introspection and outer com-
ing, or more accurately reacting, to the passion would still want to employ all
world around me out of pure rage, an- forms of direct action to directly and ef-
ger, fear or hatred, does not appeal to fectively stop the violent human actions
me. ] understand why people doit, and actualizing mass extinction. What T am
| certainly have done it myself, since we proposing is not so much a change in
live in a world where cycles of violence action buta change in putlook: from eco-
and misunderstanding are not only logical and other directactions spawned
maintained but basically worshipped by fearfully out of rage and hatred of the
the majority. But1don’t want to validate oppressor, [0 ones based more solidly in
these mainstream violent obsessions by love of wild nature {and the wild, coop-
acting on them myself. Reacting in un- erative, loving aspects of humanity) and
thinking violence to other people’s un- compassion towards those whose hor-
thinking violent actions (which isall that rible misguided ignorance or painful in-
civilization basically amounts to — the ternal psychological hell causes them to
staggeringly violent actions of those lash out and attempt to murder and en-
around me) doesn’t make me feel more slave all life.
wild and free, because 1 know that such Perhaps my outlook is different
knee jerk reactions usually come from a from other green anarchists because |
space of fear, an internal emotional and have a spiritual, possibly religious, be-
psychic prison which, like any prison, I lief thatin the end, chaotic wildness, and
twant to see broken down and demol- loving interwoven cooperation, will al-
ished. ways prevail over brutally violent hier-
Towards that end, when any kind  archical regimented authoritarian order.
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Some might argue that my beliefs like one might feel for a brother
are irrational, an outlook that I would  sister or close friend who you think k
agree with because my faith in wildness become stuck and hung up trying
g?ms_;be}rcm_j arguments and reason, and  work through an experience of g
lies in deep intuition and an understand- pain, to the point of developing an ide
ing that I feel is beyond words, Perhaps tity around that pain which makes
itis this faith that gives me the emotional even harder for them to let it go. A
space I need to act and react to global yet inside the dream [ also had a stra
eco-genocide without being blinded by feeling that my friends would not al
fear and rage, as | see some of my com- be stuck in the same trap of rage, be
rndeis_dumg. ing angrily at the walls of civilizatig
To further elucidate where [ am and that they would eventually find ¢
Furn%ngfrc:m,lwuuld like toexplainmy love necessary for internal emotion
inspiration for writing this letter / piece. peace, even as their outer lives might st
lreoca:ntly had a dream in which I was at be filled with intense struggle workin
a social gathering with a large number to heal the last 10,000 years
of people, including two friendly ac- civilization's wounding,
qua ill'lli]nl:E'S of mine who are active and This dream, and the reflection [ wen
vocal green anarchists. In the dream [ through u waking, was disconcer
looked at them, and at first experienced ing, nﬁz afflfe sarl:ﬂgﬁmc deeply excil
a Eelelinp,r of fear that they were going to ing for me. To feel such deep love fg
deride me as a reformist sell-out because these acquaintances, who I rarely se
of an ecologically oriented project Thad  anymore, and with whom I often find m
reci;-nr[}r, briefly, been involved with interactions extremely dissatisfying, we
which was not explicitly revolutionary wonderfully uplifting. And to have thi
in its rhetoric or practice, This feeling of same love combined with such a cle
fmram! embarrassment was followed by understanding of why our interaction
something completely different, an affec- disappoint me, and why I find it so hare
tion which I can only identify as familial to really feel, express or share my low
love towards my two friends, whose with these people in person, was an
dee_ply held beliefs and strong, beauti- amazing breakthrough for me.
ful icleals I highly respect. But it was a And so I wrote this, to inspire o
love which was at the same time tem- and to soften rage, so that we might g
pered with deep sadness. The sadness forward and smash civilization and rug
came from the fact that I felt that my wild witheut vengeful wrath, but in g
green anarchist friends were in deep spirit of frivolity and cooperation
pain. ;lsaw their pain reflected in their -
general speech and behavior, which con-  Love i
stantly centered around the intense an- £ ol
ger and hatred they feel towards the REVOLUTION?
mindless obedient violence of civiliza-

tion, 50 that Iwould rarely get to see their [Mote: the opening quote is from me, KT,

intenseluwle for the playful, cooperative and this is from a series of letters bee
chaos of wild nature. In my dream the tween us. From the former Yugoslavia,
wistfulness of this love was something  Aleksa has been in the midst of leftist and.
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revolutionary backwash as the past revo-
lutions have failed.]

global system instead of present
ones (core propositions whose practical
implications should be discussed imme-

“I've come to terms since then that the diately) — and 2) to remove all obstacles
ldea of revolution is completely (thatwe are particularly weak).

unsalvageable. I think I realized that at
the time, but thought it was still worth without any guarantees. We know what
trying. I guess I just hadn‘t been able to we want and what we don't want but
give up hope completely. But the more we don't know what is waiting on us.
| realize about the reality and possibili- And yet the task of dismantling and
ties for collapse, the more T see it as a stopping this Machine is so urgent that
direct path to destroying power without  we cannot hesitate just because we can-
the possibilities for a new organization not see all consequences in advance. And
lo take over the state/civilized struc- that uncertainty is what leftists try to
fure,” prevent with their cunning master plans.

It's a transition toward new life but

But it always remains too abstract and

Revolution is a stronghold of our hopes  out of touch, ineffective.

but it's also the last stronghold of so

many leftist illusions. In their interpre- Leftists fight against capitalism in a
tation Revolution remains firmly in strange way: by preventing its collapse
vanguardist, rationalists and organiza- by all means necessary. But capitalism
tional trenches. It's methodology /tech-  must collapse if we want to get rid of it.
nology for social change. It will lead us  It's an obstacle. Its collapse would have
toward new life in a systematic and or- some consequences. Those are conse-
panized way. After taking some risks = quences we should joy for and not to be
or even better, without them - the land-  afraid of them. But we are afraid and we
ing in new life will be painless and safe. are trying to surpass that fear with all
Everything will be just fine. [tis anempty kinds of rationalizations and illusions.

promise: that notion ignores the whole We are afraid, like many other people

capitalist dynamic that affects and mu- (particularly in most “advanced” re-

tates humans preventing any seriousand gions, where individual is particularly
radical break with the system. That dy- weak, incompetent and passive), how
namic is so successful that today wehave this or that aspect of the system neces-
cnly confusion in the place of any “reve-  sary for basic survival would work with-
lutionary consciousness”. Even leftist out present power and production sup-
revolutionaries don't know what “revo- port/relations. If fear is our only re-
lution” is supposed to mean. [t's some- sponse to that paradox we are trapped
thing too abstract and uncomfortable in, we can only stay in it. That fear lies
even for them. Nobody knows what we  behind all present confusion, mystifica-
are talking about when we talk about tions and hesitations. Revolutionaries are
revolution. And yet we can talk about it. afraid of Revolution. They expect guar-
So what is Reveolution? antees. They are afraid of cold feat and
Just people who 1) start to live dif- less fatted buttocks, They are afraid for
ferently — without commodity, any sort their computers and free software. And
of political power and any mass/world/ for many other fine things. Just like all
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__Letters _

the other happy users. just repeat a question that any dece
= (How f;'m such people fight against leftist will not avoid any longer: how e

15 system? If there are so many good we get rid of capitalism without its tok
thmgr::, why should we risk so much? collapse and without all predictable a
That's the main problem with “realists”: unpredictable Consequences uf;aucl'. o

the]..r_are not motivated enough; more lapse?
precisely, they are domesticated, ab-
sorbed, processed.) -Aleksa

'Il'he rationalization of that fear is
classic Marxist concept about “social Destroying the Creators of Destructiof
[l_mmmr:rnj character of (mass) produe- .
tion” and “private appropriation” as the Global warming, natural resoure
main problem. The potentials and prod- depletion, toxic waste, air and water pg
ucts that could have been developed and lution, soil erosion, deforestation
Erod}lcen:l ONLY by capital are seen as indigicide, hm‘nngem::rati o

_.;u:h_mvements" or “common” posses- corporatization...the prul:rta-ms.are
sion of humankind. (That idea has been overwhelming as the solutions. In fag
recently revitalized through “creative the problems seem irrevers:ibie estl
q!n?mons", “free software”, GNU and cially as we, as a species, are m::r'l.:j.n- o
similar techno-optimist shit.) That's why wards a more rigid, totalitarian .
they don't want the collapse of this sys- garding world order, The pmb]n;ms -
tem. They are its children, its happy us- real...very real, and if we look hare
ers. They cannot live and act in accor- enough, we can see them. Some donf
dance with the basic insight about that have to look at all...the problems starg
paradox: we cannot getrid of capitalism at them in the face, choke them in ;.'
and keep the way of “life” that only capi- sleep, and mutate their DNA on a dail
tal could afford to us. Even if we getrid basis. But nonetheless, each ﬂnc; eve
of mercantile layer of capitalism and re- problem affects every h:.ll'.l'l.ﬂ_‘["l plant, a .
organize the relations in the realm of animal on this planetinsomé wa
pmfiui:l‘iun and distribution, as long as There are apparent root
we mlsmt on the same way life (“needs”, to these problems stemming fm
sn]urnc:m,pnmedum:a, etc), we will reor- mechanistic worldview of nature: g
ganize only capital not our lives. In that profit-driven, individualistic cmnm;l
way we le!:mg the same enslaving and and state; Bblief in the human domina
dfl'sl.‘fu.th!.'l? dynamic. It's a win-win situ- tion of nature; general apathy; and
ah_cun hutrfor capital not for us or for to- concept of “civilization” thnt’ has op=
tality of life, posed humanity to nature and doomed

the planet.
Mao talked about Great Leap Forward. I can go on and on about the
B!.lh:‘l"!l? need a Great Leap into Unknown. problems civilization, the state capital-
Bugl_-nmdly Unknown. We shouldn‘tbe ism, domination, ete. have ua-.:-:c-d- the
afraid of anything, It's less dangerous ill effects of our “progress” a;nd‘ou.r
than the present dynamic and it's im- 10,000 year old mistake: the different real
mensely more promising. world examples of our destructive po-

In conclusion of this brief sketch I'll tential; and the realistic a pocalypse :E-e
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nario - - however, this brings us back
to the hampering philosophical debates
that lead us in circles, infighting, and dis-
union. Like a person shot with an ar-
row, what's more important? Remov-
ing the arrow, or finding out who shot
it?

The Earth has been shot with a
very Inrgc, u't!r}rjagged,and lethal arrow,
and we can no longer wait to pull it out.

What are the solutions? Solar
power? Wind power? Intentional com-
munities? Hydrogen cells? We can’t
miake these things happen, and the State
will do everything to maximize their in-
terests in the current infrastructure be-
fore things like these become
mainstreamed, decentralized, and avail-
able to the public. When it comes to “sus-
tainable development” and renewable
energies, we have absolutely no power.
They are not an immediate solution but
a futuristic utopian dream. Itseems like
the only solution is bo stop. Stop pollut-

ing, stop toxifying, stop corporatizing,

stop civilizing. How do we stop these

things? Things that create the forces
of destruction shall be destroyed them-
selves. It's that simple. The car facto-
ries and dealerships, the power plants,
the corporations, the looters and pollut-
ers of the Earth, the factory farms, the
golf courses — all must be destroyed.
People must not be allowed to destroy
the Earth any more. We can no longer
wait to educate them - they will learn
themselves. (As an open community we
can teach others the alternate pathways
of life while simultaneously destroying
those other pathways which have re-
pressed “the primary human potential™.)
Mikhail Bakunin once wrote that
“The passion for destruction is a creative
passion, too”. Let's be creative and pas-
sionate about our destruction, the final
destruction, the destruction of the de-
stroyers, so that harmony and anarchy
can be (rejcreated on Earth, in our com-
munities, and in our lives.
Lia)rk
NoGodsNoMasters@hotmail .com
The BC Collective, Tampa Florida
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2004 LAME RS

LIBERAL AWARDE

Throughout 2004, liberal and leftist groups have been pulling out all
the stops to achieve the most. Though each has their own very, very
specific goal, each marketing team has really had their eye on the prize.
That prize, the much coveted Black and Green Lame Ass Liberal
Award™: a hefty doormat spray painted gold with the clearly appli-
cable saying: TREAD ON ME.
2004 was a really tough year. If
any group was going to be a win-
ner, they surely had to pull out
some of the big guns. As you know,
the Black and Green Lame Ass Lib-
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eral Award™ does come from mili-
tantly anti-political anarchists who
are always willing to smite a lame
campaign or reformist effort with
their cunning wit, but only the best
1G]



of campaigns were able to avoid
the worst of it to receive this stand-
ing ovation for their excellency in
a hands down, stupefied show of
respect for their complete and ut-

ter lack of spine.

The Black and Green Lame Ass
Liberal Award™ comes only to
those who have shown that they
really have no edge at all, and giv-
Ing up any real aspiration for
change, they've taken their dull

edge to some of the most frivolous
of wrongdoings and set themselves
on the path to righteousness in an
uphill battle for table scraps. In an
election year, that truly means the
lowest of the low.

So without further ado, onto
the winner’s circle:

The Black and Green Lame Ass
Liberal Award™ DUMB AND
DUMBER category award goes to:
ADBUSTERS” MEDIA FOUNDA-
TION

For years, Adbusters magazine has
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

been offering glossy, hard hittin
photojournalism with some of t}
dullest political commentary lea
ing the readers in a state of av
over what is most often a complel
mismatch, but a stunning one. Tk
magazine skims the top of near
every facet of resistance mowy
ments and throws them into the
own patented melting pot of meay
ing and ‘action”: leaving the reads
with any number of radical soun

bites to spew forth with a slightes|
trace of coherency and a hard dask
of contradiction. We're often lef
wondering if this is a forum, or i
all this Un-Cool really is just Cool?
The magazine is only one fro
for this impressive mish mash of
Un-Cool. Beyond the magazine is
a number of equally pathetic cam
paigns from the attempts to revoke
the charter of mass media to airing
expensive ads that in effect sa
nothing, but there is a hair that
broke the liberal’s back, thus win-
ning the coveted award. That cam-

G2

paign/product is THE
BLACKSPOT SNEAKER.

No longer content to just
parody corporations or mildly sub-
vert the corporate stranglehold,
they finally said, if you can't beat
‘em, join ‘em...and make more
crap. The Blackspot Sneaker is pri-
marily an effort to ‘kick Nike C.E.O.
Phil Knights' ass’ as we're con-
stantly reminded in their many ads
and website. In fact, the sneaker
has a red spot on the tip of each pair
so that you can properly line your
Un-Cool shoe up to his yuppie ass.
Though that may never actually
happen, it does create quite the ice
breaker for those tense social mo-
ments where you can achieve
proper Un-Coolness in the midst of
adversity. I can hear it now: “Yeah,
Bush sucks and all, but did you
check out that totally Un-Cool guy
over there in the BLACKSPOT
SNEAKER!? Now there’s someone
who's not afraid to wear their com-
mitment to The Cause.”

More than just a printed shirt
or shoe, the sneaker is an entire
campaign...and corporation. In
fact, every pair of BLACKSPOT
SNEAKERS that you buy gives you
one vote in the BLACKSPOT
ANTICORPORATION! That's
right; it's a whole new deal:
ANTICORPORATION. Which is
like a corporation, but totally Un-
Cool...which is actually Cool. The
shoe, which is vegan friendly,
union made, 100% organic hemp,
and features a hand drawn ANTI-
LOGO (retailing for $57.50 [Cana-
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dian dollars]), is only the begin-
ning. We've been forewarned:

“Just imagine: a blackspot mu-

sic label that is truly indepen-

dent; a chain of blackspot res-
taurants that kicks McDonalds’
ass by serving only locally-pro-
duced food; a network of indi-
vidually-owned biodiesel out-
lets that cuts deeply into Big

Oil’s market share. The possi-

bilities are limited only by the

desire for change.”

Stop right there, they won my
heart at imagine. Not really, they
just won my vote for The Black and
Green Lame Ass Liberal Award™
DUMB AND DUMBER category!
Congratulations!!

The Black and Green Lame Ass
Liberal Award™ HAHAHA...OH
SHIT, THEY'RE ACTUALLY SERI-
OUS category award goes to:
FTHEVOTE.COM
FTHEVOTE.COM is one of the
campaigns coming from the Pitts-
burgh based Hactivist Tactical
Media Network which is, in their
words, “a collection of tactical me-
dia artists, activists, engineers, and
programmers attempting to regain
autonomy for themselves and oth-
ers through communication system
reclamation.” It is an outgrowth of
the Carbon Defense League and its
technical hardcore musical coun-
terpart Creation is Crucifixion.
For those who don’t know,
CDL really burst on the scene in
1998 and 1999 with their ‘Child as
Audience’ campaign (turned
book /CD which was published by
1635



AK Press in 2001). The campaign put their bodies on the line, or il
centered on the fact that video bed as the case may be. It's a §
games are one of the leading time dedicated to people who are
wasters for a disgruntled and ing to have sex with conservatiw
bored youth, especially boys. So so that they will vote against Bus
they tried to subvert the dominant in 2004! Now that's sticking it
paradigm by recoding Gameboy em!
games and putting them back in
circulation with a ‘libratory” game is hardly nothing new. But this
focused on ‘unleashing’ the child be the first time it has so litera
from mass culture and conscious- been applied by a grassroots ca
ness and set them on the path to paign. Even more mind blowing
self discovery and liberation.
Sounds good right? Let's look
at the final product. The game is or just be another excuse for se!
called “Super Kid Fighter’ and the with liberals, who the site boldl
libratory story line goes like this:
“a teenage boy must escape from
school, steal from police, slingshot thought was going to be a hila
churchgoers, help out prostitutes, ous fringe joke, but turns out to by
and smoke crack (among a multi- a page where you can brows
tude of other atypical game activi- through hundreds of naked men
ties) to reach the end of the game - and women to see who any conser
a free brothel for children of all vative interested in serious debat
a_gL'ﬁ:" Liberation through objecti- can vow to sway their vote fa
fication via mediation, very inter- some guilt free liberal loving!
esting idea, but it would only be a
matter of time before things esca- that reformism is also a sexually

lated.

ﬁfmf:l in the 2004 voting season, servatives that missed the chance
that is just what we got. Hactivist, at some ‘hotter liberals’, they may
at least once self-proclaimed anar-
chists, unleashed their newest
deavor: FTHEVOTE.COM. So an ev i
_ . ; ve out for their documentary
what is FTHEVOTE.COM? Well DVD on the way to some seed
it's a wonderful place where the
truly dedicated activist can really
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Of course, political prostitutig

Here are some reviews/suggestions for
those interested in getting started or
looking for more in the way of Prl'mi,tix'e
skills or primal living. The bulk of the
books T deal with are North American in
origin and focus. 5o a chunk of informa-
tion that deals with specific species is
probably not going to be relevant, but
the skills still are.

Most of the best field guides for
plants, animals, etc. are local ones, so it's
pointless for me to really elaborate on
any of them here. But these are some of
the most important things you can have.
Audubon and Peterson field guides are
definitely the most accessible and widely
available. Both are excellent sources,
though the Audubon books are typically
laid out in an easier to use format, thougzh
I don't care as much for the actual de-
sign. I highly recommend using more
than one source. There are good internet
sites, but again, most are local. One
pretty widely available book for plants
is [dentifying and Harvesting Edible and
Medicinal Plants in Wild {and Not so Wild)
FPlaces by “Wildman” Steve Brill (New
York: Cruill Books, 1994). That's a good
book for identifying and learning about
various plants that are common in North
America and likely other places in the
world.

COne final note, these books tend to
be a bit pricier than the average anarchist
publication and that turns some people
off. However these books are extremely
important and being often self-published
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the open question: do they rea
think that this would sway votey

proclaims are “truly hotter”.
I was blown away by what

This may, however, be prog

transmitted disease, For those con

be rearing up for the next electios
en- already. In the meanti me, just keep

pornshop and AK Press now! Way

10 &0 (wihactivists!
MOTITAT
oL LN

T L AN | L Al

BLACKANDGREEN.ORG

NOTE: OF all sections, the reviews got some of the most cuts, Check out the
website: primalwar.org for more.
PRIMITIVE SKILLS/PRIMAL LIVING
BOOKS

tends to raise the costs. Some are avail-
able in larger chain stores though or oc-
casionally in used book stores.

Onto the reviews...books are orga-
nized by type.

GEMNERAL SKILLS / AWARENESS

Introductory books are really taking on
a huge task: trying to touch on just about
every skill and aspect of life in a short
yet detailed way to get as much out there
as they possibly can. Because of this,
they'll almost always be missing some-
thing out of necessity. Some do a betker
job than others of covering more or open-
ing more doors, but they are what they
are. You'll almost always get far more
info from more specialized books or
materials on any particular subject, but
that's no reason for skipping over or ig-
noring what can be really great books.
For those getting into everything, these
books are extremely helpful and even
those with plenty of dirt time will still
find something new or beneficial in each.
There are a number of introductory
type books out there. They range from
the excellent to the completely wretched,
with little discretion to their availability,
The most commonly available book may
be pretty worthless, but individual opin-
ion comes into play here as well. For ex-
ample, Tom Brown has a number of feld
guide like books out there and there are
plenty of ‘Brownies’ around to boost
them, but I really don't care for them
much at all. You get a lot of ego and I've
found much of the info to be very cir-
cumstantial. Of course there is a lot in
IG5



there; you justhave to dig beneath Tom's
image of himself to really find it. But 1
think there are some much better options
out there, Evan disagrees strongly, Here
are a few notables:

“Waked into the Wilderness”: Primtitive Lip-
ing and Survival gus

Skills by John and §
Geri McPherson.
(Randolph, KS:
Prairie Wolf, 1993, |
$25. 408 pages, pa-
per.).

This book is actu-
ally a compilation
of ten pamphlets
put out {(prima-
rily} by John
MePherson over 6
years and is easily
the most impor-
tant  primitive §
skills book I've
come across and
have met few who
disagree. For be- §
ing an introdue-
tory book, this re- 8
ally blows most [
other books of its
type out of the
water. All the skills are explained well
and are easy to follow with tons of pho-
tographs of the steps taken. It covers
brain tanning, fire, cordage, hunting and
frapping tools, wilderness cooking, skin-
ning and butchering, containers, basic
tools, flint knapping, and shelters.

The book, like the pamphlets, is Self
published by John and Geri who have
always been quick and helpful with any
further questions that I've had. They‘ve
also produced a number of videos on the
same subjects. I was a bit wary of the
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seeing the two on flint knapping I re
ized how much more you can actus
get from them. This book is often av
able from ST, but you can also get
through Prairie Wolf dirl:l.'l‘l
www.prairiewolf.net or PO Box
Randolph, KS 66554. They produce

r follow up to
ked... in 1996 5
titled Primiti
Wilderness Skilll
Applied and Al
vanced ($25, 28
4 pages, pape
. which has som
useful tips ani
writings, thoug|
doesn't
stand up to
first book.

Participating in
ture by Thomas
Elpel (HOR
Press, 12 Quark
St. Pony,
59747, 1* edition
1992, 5% edition
2002. $25. 208
\ oversized pages
paper.) and Earth
Knack: Stone Age
Skills for the 214 Century (Gibbs-Smith X
Box 667 Layton, UT 84041, 1996, $15,95,
192 pages, paper.) 4
I group these books together because
they are somewhat similar in nature
though both have something to offer i
their own right yet different from the
Prairie Wolf stuff. They have a bit more
of a social side, carrying more reflections
from experience and some philosophi-
cal aspects as well as core skills. T would
consider both of them equally useful and
definitely above many other standard
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introductory skills hooks.

Both deal with a broader range of
topics, though there is certainly a lot of
overlap from the Prairie Wolf books and
with each other, but not necessarily in a
negative way. They both deal with ed-
ible and medicinal plants (a specialty of
Flpel who has also written the classic
Botany in @ Diay). There is significant dif-
ference in the material presented, but the
owverall difference is the focus,/aim: Earth
Knack tends to focus more on commu-
nity and social based life whereas Elpel
comes more from his own philosophical
knowledge and experience. In this he's
talking about concrete practicality and
applicability of skills on a day to day
basis in a straightforward and honest
fashion (aside from this and his other
books /videos, he's a webmaster for
primitive.org and hollowtop.com and
founder fteacher at Hollowtop skills
school and has written some really help-
ful articles for those of hardcore inter-
est, like charting spindle/base board
compatibility for hand drills and bow
drills.). They both have their merits and
directions which are especially useful for
those in need of a starting point.

Primitive Technology [ & II: Book of Earth
Skills from the Society of Primitive Tech-
nology and edited by David Wescott
{Gibbs-Smith [see above for address],
1998 and 2001 respectively, each $24.95,
250 oversized pages, paper.).

These two books are far more general
skills for the hardcore primal living en-
thusiast than introductory, though they
can be that as well. Both books are from
the pages of Bulletin of Primitive Technol-
ogy (see below) which is a journal by
primitive tool/skills enthusiasts and
based in experimental archeology. So
they are far more technical, but this is
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their strength. You get articles dealing
with specific problems, techniques, and
applications that you'll not likely get any
where else.

If you've got some of the introduc-
tory and general knowledge or are re-
ally interested in technical details and
learning from other's experience, then
this is where lo look. The articles are typi-
cally well written and don't require a lot
of technical knowledge or academic
background, so they are approachable
and highly recommended for those with
serious interest,

Practicing Primitive: a Handbook of Aborigi-
mal Skills by Steven Watts. (Layton, UT:
Gibbs-Smith, 2004, $24.95, 226 oversized
pages, paper.)

Anyone familiar with the Bulletin of
Primitive Technology will likely be fa-
miliar with Steve Watts (president of the
Society of Primitive Technology). For
over 20 years his amazing art and exper-
tise has been gracing the pages of the
Bulletin and has really offered an aes-
thetically pleasing and clear companion
to the field of experimental archeology.
This book takes all that art, articles and
his collective hand outs over the years
and brings them all together.

The art has always amazed me, but
the simple clarity is what really stands
out. This is really a how-to book based
on how societies have lived for thou-
sands of years and logically has a lot of
information for those who are concerned
with practical applicability and use.
What stands out most to me is the ex-
tensive look at different types of struc-
tures, hunting and fishing tools, and es-
pecially a rare look at working with
bones. If you're looking for something a
bit more advanced, but approachable or
even just clear and precise illustrations
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you'll definitely find it here! hence the cost, but you g
' f 2l

o i w}':uat_ you pay for. See the re
l-r;;am.:]}.- e f[m ft,rjusfzm};?;:f F?;en;?; Primitive Technology [ & Il above.
of general and specific awareness ¢
rn?tvlmigt!f&mt;hts for Iivm;f?nqt:i P o e
as i
h':; E::es:tcbi :?ke;lmned the follow ups to  Tracking and the Art of Secing by |
o el hlfrrrt'_i,f to the Ancestral Self, Rezendes (New York: Quill 1999,
e b;:n at wuula_:l be tlhos.e other 336 oversized pages, pape'r.}' .
e p.{m o streamlined into a seri- Tracking may well be one of the 1
Eer gn.;i:f”-“ topics from sacmd important aspects of primal living,
i mgda spiritual guide to not just about hunting and I'railin
SR icn‘n.n:h more. All of Kill, it's about awareness of the of
e ]e?ram Te?ufhmg Drum animals that surround you and th
ity Lal;;'s £?5451£49ﬂ2|tary Bﬂnd presence, Following in their footstep
tEa-chi.l‘Lgdru:'n . Be. 333 oronline at perhaps one of the greatest ways of
his essay on cnnurﬁurut::;i;ii:ﬁ: ;;_Jnudl ]h":r:ztlm? sk A
o : . ot to forget it's a direct co i
Drﬁ:frt ﬁ:; :{}:i ﬁrn;:,mmﬂ qthat Teachmg the ‘universal language’ of E:i.:;nesa
i er from Guardian War- better we can understand the liv o
intensive year long program. :ihnse around us, the better we can §
y 5 erstand our relationshi P
E?&?fnwr?;:(;;ﬁ “lrl:i'_lfﬁ (PO Box 621 within the world at I.'Jlrjn,nel.:I ot
P . 2, ww {nag.mrl. $4.50/ MNow tracking, sign and scat boal
et Plésue sub for $16) and  are by no means hard to come b
sk r.i”{'t' Box 79306 Houston, is different about Rezendes is hE; C
ity I, }?Ea:u}:s 1?.fearcher.mm. $5.95/ tic and really common sense approz
Tesi) bl issue sub for $24) are to tracking. He has the technical infol
s seemingly connected mation, experience, stories and plenty
P idely -.-,-;;_u.:.bl at _nn.z.nisu .thE most excellent photos, but his understandin
i B::th c¥: : prlmlll;& skills maga-  of tracking as an art rather than a scieng
it ra nurlrI'L er of dlffcrept is what really sets him apart. By far thi
h:n.-m:;] ﬂccﬂﬁhzﬁﬁmj popularly writ- best tracking book I've seen. Healso
bt gc.ner !. Vhasa rnm_-ehrmd a more philosophical fawareness based
ity deﬁmma l_]T-]l:;-utn:'e skills, but book that complements this book e
isilie ; j:" eed over as PA (the tircly called the Wildness Within (N )
£ agazine of the two) tends to York: Putnam, 1999 ¢
:enl";n,;r Fm; mt:':r topics than strictly those o :
ng to bow making an ing i
5{1;2!;::’:; Ef Primitive Tvﬁrrm;::ﬁ;?:&?ﬁnbﬁm i'f;”gf:::;;ﬁfhgmf;fi é{‘}dﬂl.;clgﬂg"h ;
o :::,1 eu;?:ﬁig:]?»l‘-m. }:: zt':_m:hva-.urg. pages, glossy/paper.) and Bird Trr:tks
baie) o i : ,;.EM issue mem- Sign (Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole
' i Y :t-]e_. :n : Ii_al:cl;:i Izru.l nﬂ]eﬂ Books, 2001. $34.95, 456 pages, glossy/
magazines. It's not as widely atT:':Ji]I;‘aTﬂ??: i-;!:'ll_‘a}l':: B[;:I.!E:'Sk o g
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th are costly, heavy and extremely ing with animal hides to those just look-
nse books, but these are quickly be- ing for pointers or different technigues.
ming the standard encyclopedia for Though there is natural cross Over, both
v serious tracker. Again, you really get have their particular focuses: Blue Mo
hat you pay for with these. The infor- tain Buckskin is the textbook for dry
nation and easy to use guides have just scrape methods and Deer skins into Buck-
bout any information you'll need when skins really focuses more on wet scrape
ou come across scal, signs, tracks, nests, methods.
ills, and anything else that any animal Despite personal preferences, I think
might leave behind (in the bird book, both are really useful. Jim Riggs' book,
ihis also includes great chapterson feath- originally published in 1979, really set
wrs and skulls). There are so much infor- the standard for primitive methods of
mation and so many photos in these hide tanning and remainsa constant reac
books that it can almost be overwhelm- and guide to this day. Richards’ {who
ing, but again, for those serious about incidentally has taken on publishing and
tracking, you'll find yourself toting these distributing both books) book is becom-
monsters out with you whenever you go ing more and more popular, especially
putside, As a student of Rezendes, you'll withanewer expanded edition and now
find a very similar approach, but the a corresponding DVD/ video. Unfortu-

main thrust is just hitting youw
ever information you might possibly edition
need and plenty more.

HIDE TANNING:

Blate Mountain Buck-
skin by Jim Riggs
{Cave Junction, OR:
Backcountry Pub-
lishing, 2003 [2™
edition]. $14.95, 138
pages. paper.} and
Dieersking into Buck-
skins by Matt
Richards
(Backeountry Pub-
lishing, 1997.
$14.95, 160 pages,
. A newer ex-
panded edition is
now available) are
the two primary

spurces for primitive
are extremely accessib
anyone who has no experience

SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

<BAHE Yop,

hide tanning. Both  Mc

le and detailed for  As
in work- produced 3 hours of video about the sub-
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ithwhat- nately 1 have yet to see either the new
or the video, but have every rea-
hink they'd be even more help-

ful than anything

I've come across.
Richards also runs
the largest online
source for hide tan-
ning technique,
skills and products
where you can get
these books as well:
braintan.com.

FLINTENAPPING:

There are a lot of
sources for flint
knapping books,
videos, etc., but the
best introduction
that I've found is
from John and Geri

Pherson in Naked into the Wilderness.
| mentioned above, they have also



e 4 -

ject. Though it can be a bit dra
Iwouldn't take it in one sitti

ject though. We give it far more

weight  the serious mushroom hunter will I
than it can likely have on future societ-  to be familiar with David Arora’s
primitive rooms Demystified (Berkeley: Ten
tool making and use (primarily bone and Press, 1979 /1986. $39.95, 959
notnearly per). Another fat and expensive bg

ies as there are alternatives for

wood) as knapable stones are
as widespread as the humans th

. . atwould and yet another one that is worth
likely be using them. But, if youhavethe costs, This is the single most impork

sources available, .
it's a challenging
but great skill to
have,
Thaven't gone JEEN
through a lot of j
the books here §
simply because §§
there are so many, §
but few that I've g
really got a chance §
to go through.
One of the best
overall introduc-
tions and guidesis
John Whittaker's
Flintknapping:
making and under-
slanding stone fools
(Austin: Univer-
sity of Texas,
1994.341 pages,
paper).

MUSHROOMS!

I have to admit that I consider myself a
bit of an anarcho-mytocologist: I'm ob-
sessed with wild mushrooms. Most folks
who've gotten a taste of the hunt and the
bounty will probably tell you much of
the same (especially those who've dis-
SPECIES TRAITOR WOy, 4

e ——

ining and covered the joys that

ng, itis by bring). | hope anyone interested
far one of the best technical introductions ma] living will discover their very m)
that I could've asked for and I highly overlooked greatness and highly
recomimend it.

Flint knapping can be a tough sub-

nnlym

tious existence,
Standard field guides are good

pages

; ' book ever |
2 b 8 and publisk
b about wild
i rooms.

W amount of infg
mation is just fal
tastic and
help anyone
seeking out wh
ever mushroom
they might dreg
of. It's full of tech
4 nical details by
also written in
humorous and ag

So these are some basic suggestions,
though not in any way conclusive, of my
own favorites and most often recom=
mended. There are plenty more books
out there on particular skills or tools that
are important (traps, atlatls, basketry,
clothing, shelters, and so on), but [ can

7O

anly include so much here,

think. :
o i Id like to see
b e o e Ly 10':}1:’. mnr:ar:; Lf:‘::;ohl}? ,.ﬁ; i!:::r:umbmef s ani-
fbooks, I'd say the
iy, for a core group o

i i irth cycles with
1 life, behavior and bir v

e tant would be at least one ma ; i gmachh
ll’:‘.';:ltt’;umi‘ﬁ};ﬂf“’ﬂdﬂdibltplantsanchmsr uﬂurmnlm}:: ?T‘ :.:::::h ]:;u o .:a [ﬁﬁu "y
for wild medicinal plants, Naked info the Most 1_:n!f 1';"': D i
e . i ATI ﬂ; “aepir:‘fa? ':\-'ifdﬁ up in it, whereas I'm a
R g at covers your core skills se - e

!I:‘:;::::i_\g;; To expanjrd on that slightly bit more reservied about the types

' jvely hunting or trapping.
I'd include at least one field guicle to malsl "“'?E a?t:lfgﬂ witﬁnﬁwng among
wildflowers, mammals, birds, reptiles These things

i i = 5 & ™ hﬂlll'
And Nnsec .5.1 ar I:'-';! uaticli Lo ].d ﬂnlmalﬁ, b’l.:t at 15

i e, musmmm. “I.h["r Wil Il: I aw

i dﬂ{!wm"; in winter al'ld trees. MO' to Iﬂt ﬂf mﬂwlfdﬁe' th t we have to led g
“"ll. =i if. ter, J Fil Fi to learn

‘e something of this sort avail-
foreet, of course, all of the above titles. hope to have so : iﬂf e binbini b
nrb_ﬂ; re are some excellent quick and able over the next !FTrn ]:er's oy
asy guide books available as well that] meantime, the N;‘.“{’;‘fuide’;ﬂmm has
Mzh!rrlzf:ll'rl'ft shy away from. Nature Study ciation manual/fie ;h ation for start-
G Pl s s v s e e
y uick find pockeflbbooks  ers ing hunting with
t:::-?:;?fgﬂ'l?{ﬁ as fems?frf:wcrs,beﬂiﬁ, traps than I do for going .
trees and the like. Audubon S-Dcietﬂha's Sue
= - W - .
similar books on mammals, tracks, £lo s AMPHLETS:
:rﬁ, and so on. Peterson has printed upa  ZINES AL
number of folded quick fﬁhmn@fﬁme:ls Anarchy: A Journal of Desire Armed #59.
as well, These tend to be less informa- ; Jey, CA 94703, 82 pages,
covered and are much easier to taloe out %is -:.:rt]'ne f‘il'.'jt LT by the new edito-
ren of 50 field puides. L o 1 kniow they're
1hnnl"-anfct’;i:u; mtereests_'-:? in butchering "alwumwfé:l;dﬂ::ef::ﬁrtmﬂ hoped
ind eating animals, [ think a field cress- prone tfjwn till breathe new life into one
ing or game guide//cookbook is very use- they might s idely distributed anarchist
II"T:T Ngﬁevﬂf}’*hiﬁg of every animal can of the most wice'y is that [ really hope
be eaten and some animals are easier to mags. All | can say 18 P B Y L
her in certain ways. These are easy this isjust ﬂwm 5 "E sucks. It's almost
bute h to find and especially hlﬂpfulfnr ‘cause th:snsslun really l rn;'.s peryite
“::j?g -11.; are curious enough to Pi‘:k up all rwiewswmsj?w iﬂh:mn-:luﬁiun of
-t br? And butchering isn'tnearly as two essays, incl mlﬁ for AJODA as
complicated as it mightscem, You'll ind_what might be IatinTeeybad, bt
:1:':1 Enife naturally follows connective we knew it. Elivﬂ::rele:n]:iﬂg the collec-
tissueand limbs after a few expcriﬂﬂ':;z_- ':f‘“ﬁl_d'-:ﬁﬁ it comes to reviews, they
T ] e 15 L
It can be hard to break that distance 1l have not put anything nearly re-
res and the animals we eat  really ha -~ especiall
“ffmfﬁiﬁ“ll‘; break in mediation be- markable on. the Iﬂbh-ﬁé .;E':aymﬁ
nnn::-SsJeaﬂlcr over time and through ex- taking l“d'“g}'?csle?aﬁm-ﬁ should pos-
l:er'u.e-rvum: It's a lot easier than you might that The Day Falosop
P .
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golden boy in some circles™!

Now I clearly have no problem with
lots of reviews, but what ever happened
to content? Let’s just hope this is the
‘training wheels’ version. If anything
though, I guess it couldn’t get much

worse for all it's worth.

Arson #1. anonymous,
72 pages, available
from Beating Hearts
Distro, POB 716, Forti-
tude Valley, QLD 4006,
Australia for $3.
Anew and very explic-
itly anti-civ, cut and
paste zine from some
anonymous folks in
Australia. Uncompro-
misingly militant and
definitely interested in
bringing civilization
down. Excerpt from
Derrick Jensen's up-
coming Endgame, personal rants, re-
prints, and some feminist and anti-rape
bits. Always good to see anti-civ theory
showing up in more DIY zines like this,
taking on a different format and ap-
proach than ST, GA-LK & LS. Of these
types, Arson is definitely a stand out,
looking forward to seeing more. Rumor
has it that another issue iskcu rrently in
the works. Keep an eye out'for it!

Bite Back vol. 3, #3. 222 Lakewood Ave
Ste, 160-231, West Palm Beach, FL 33401,

16 pages, free or donation.
www.directaction.info.

With the loss of Frontline, this slick mag
is even more welcomed. Along with the
website, this is all about animal libera-
tion news, updates and prisoner info.
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sibly not be good because it's published
by Derrick Jensen who “is too much of a

This particular issue is the ‘arson’ iss
and is particularly impressive with §
completely no compromise approach
the ALF, especially relevant as folks fa
with starry eyes into su pport of u
masked ‘rescues’ instead of the free 3
torch ‘em approach clearly pushed hes
Great work, should be required readin

Cracks in the Wall #4. 28 pages, no pris
or address. Ema
andy_939@hotmail.cor
Mow for somethin;
completely differe
CITW is a persons
' zine, but a bit differen|
} * you get comics, ra
Gonzo saying “wol
blows’, and the bulk gl
the zine is a story
about ‘Ozo” battling
with the totality of civis
lization. Funny, entes
taining and with its
share of anti-civ eri
tique makes this ar
odd ball, but interesting addition to antis
civ zines.

Fifth Estate #365. POE 201016, Ferndale i
MI 48220, 64 pages, $3.
No doubt we have our differences wi
the FE folks, but | thought I'd give thei
‘Reconsidering Primitivism’ issue a
chance. The Wildroots collective seems
to have had a hand in this issue, so per-
haps I was expecting more of an anarcho-
primitivist focus than what we gotk.
Opens with an intro from them and then
an excellent excerpt from Derrick
Jensen’s upcoming book, Endgame. This
is followed by a really disappointi ng bit
from Richard Heinberg who seems to
have reversed on his past sympathies for
AP to sell books about softening the col-
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some original writing, but primarily clips
lots of useful clips from ethnographies,
field guides, Bulletin of Primitive Tech-
nology and more, Interesting as it's not
only about kids, it deals a great deal with
books and activities for kids. Anyone
serious about rewilding and rebuilding
community needs to take these issues
seriously, and T can’t think of a better
place to start than here.

lapse and how little agency we really
have with our destiny. You have some
of vour FE regulars, Peter Lamborn Wil-
son, Bonobo. Walker Lane, an always
great excerpt from Fredy Perlman, and,
of course, David Watson. Watson just
recycled his old “Swamp Fever® essay,
ir-:i;\i.{‘ﬂﬂ}’ stealing a title from ]n_hn
Zerzan, but definitely didn’t do anything
to further it

A bit of a mish mash of articles that
are more sympathetic than pro-AF with
vour cons. Would've been nicer to have
a bit of a debate, but maybe that wasn't
the point. Has its highs and lows, but the
worst is the image on the inside back
cover of Judi Bari with “environmental-
ists and loggers unite” coming out of her
bullhorn. 1 would've hoped she had
something more memorable to say.

Green Anarchist # 75-76. BCM 1715, Lon-
don, WC1N 23X, UK. 5 issue sub for $15.
www.greenanarchist.org

The original and the best for over 20
years now! Each issue has a theme, and,
not intentionally, this issue focuses on
spirituality, as well as GA-US. Diffs;r_ent
articles, different approach, but typical
in depth look at a number of issues al:uﬂ
not afraid to take detail over rhetoric.
Action listings and news updates. If
you're reading this, you should be read-
ing GA-LIK, especially the US folks!

Foreign Acephalous World. 40 pages, free.
Email: ludditeirony@yahoo.ca. !
Here's another DIY, cut-and-paste ?:‘ue

rith a bit of a punk-ish feel to it with a
“s_:maz:mil apme;-:h and anti-civ rooting, Green Anarchy #20. POB 11331, Eugene,
R A T glad to see this kind of zine OR 97440. 84 pages, $4_.th R
13:; i;'Lg up out of the run of the mill GA has been going with themes lately
L\igﬁ-mﬂﬁh of anarcho-punk ‘politics’. which have helped bring in h::nme TUI.E
It's something different from what indeptharticles alongside the usual cri-
:nfl'::ge’ctMg with ST, GA-US & UKand tique and very extensive zu:t:pn r;:;{:i:-]rtsi
q g i This one focuses on spirituality, the las
often more appealing for those who want - one e s (it
E i ick, emotional and clearly one indigenous resis €, e
wrr{l:i:::liﬂﬁtq :elzponﬁc to just being dis- fore that, Usual high quality, butif you're
5 E' th th things are reading this, then you should (and likely
ey L do) check out GA for up-to-date info on
Go Light: thoughts on primal parentingand  what’s going on in the world and gen-
the wild child #1. 62 pages. Email: eral anti-civ theory.

i hotmail.com _ :
Pl'lifr_'la_l&‘ﬁll'fgﬁ ngl?; more important Land and Liberty: toward an organically self-
Eiurltha{ I've seert come out in some  organized subsistence movenient. 9 I?ngcT

ime Wi SEE A5 i- rice. mail:
time as it deals with what I see as possi- no ko b

b:-: the most important topic of any enhreh:_}rlzon@huhﬂail__q_;mnl S
re;.vijding discussion: what do we teach  Looks i.]ke a phntmlﬁpuf articl ednf:r rnm.
the kids? This is a cut and paste zine with but no idea of what it was copied from.
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Anyways, this is an article from Sea
Weed that is focused on the implications
of habitat and community for a greater
green anarchist ‘movement’. Sea Weed
is interested in building anarchist com-

munities and emphasizes the need t
. § - i iss i
reclaim territories through which anar- e b

chis o g - ticles each with som . i
_u;; mmmumhﬁl; can be built. | defi- some originals w_the e §
nitely share the interest and need in ith an emphasi

=y wr & tl“"“' i i ! i
building community, which he later re- 5T, ;;rr.fg ;;t:;ﬁ;ﬁdagiﬁsmmnm

a

tragedy and always §:
will be"

Life or Civilization. POB 4027, 10210,
ens, Greece, 1.5 Euros,

Unfortunately I can’t read Greek,
you can and have anti-civ tenden
then this is definitely worth looki

mw o+ aq4 + *
civilization is a

fers to as a base for community defense
al

based action. I'm not su
ed a . re 4 agree as  La Mawoaise Herbe
n';m_h with what could be the side effects  A-2480 Cp ag;s’ l.IIS{"‘L i L :
ol such a territory and settled village fo- Mc:nlte.;l Quebec}-I a5, Canccs 1
cus,.dthulugh I can understand that how price Lmiiﬂgiﬂafﬁd iy K
an ideal society might be will alwa y I
¥ gt b ¥s Local eco- i i-civ zine i
:agy and, especially in this case, be a re- French J;ﬂ?l;a;;:;if::éﬁ“[ il
‘fh;z';l:“h'::e _I"“ﬁer sufcilal situation Llavord’ anarquia folks in ;;‘rﬂﬁ v
ch territory would likely dwell pumber i h e locll
; terril of article i i
:::::de of. Email the author and take a anarchist t;cene :gi;ihﬂﬁt?!::;hﬂzﬁl
reports and more. Copdbunty
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eclaim/Rewild #1. 48 pages, free from
ild.org.

iss zine comes from some folks who are
urrently trying to bring together a
ilding, gatherer-hunter community
d the zine is both a form of outreach
Jor their project and for their ideas. Some
familiar names here: Tamarack,
Redwolfreturns, Laurel Luddite and
Skunkly Monkly, some bits from Tom
Brown and other books, as well as their
gwn Sky and Griffin. There's a good es-
gay on the reality of returning to primal
living and an overall great addition to
fhe arising literature surrounding
rewilding in theory and practice. If
you're interested or involved in
rewilding, then you can't go wrong here.

Uncivilized: a primer on Civilization, Do-
westication, and Amnarchy. No price, 44
pages. Email: uncivilized@riseup.net.
This DIY primer of all primers is defi-
nitely a much needed introduction from
someone other than the usual crowd. It's
accessible and easy to read, merging bits
of various primers and the GA-US ‘back
to basics’ series with bits from the au-
thor/s and a couple things from 5T.
Some nice quick and poetic picces with
a fusion of defining articles. “Civilization
is a tragedy and always will be.”

BOOKS/PAMPHLETS

Against the Grain: How Agriculture has
Hijacked Civilization By Richard Man-
ning.

New York: Morth Point Press, 2004. 232
pages, hardback. $24.00.

This book is one of the latest of any num-
ber of journalistic or academic books that
makes grounded and valid arguments
about the consequences of agriculture,
but refuses to take that to its logical con-
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clusion. Of them, Manning's book will
stand out because it's well written and
generally makes strong arguments
though rather lacking in terms of sources
(which aren’t really ‘his style’, as he s0
boldly states).

Be that as it may, his look into the
arigins of agriculture makes sure to point
out that the problem really goes deeper:
that we are really looking at' the conse-
quences of sedentism and surplus. He
points out how the production of surplus
is about producing wealth rather than
food. He dwells on the movement from
food to eommodity and the conse-
quences of it. What he highlights, and
often explicitly, is that civilization (as in
our usage of the concept, not his appar-
ently) is intrinsically unsustainable and
based off of conquering, exploitation,
and the destruction of the earth and wild
communities.

In this respect, his analysis (which
makes up the bulk of the book) is great.
But there are some early shades of where
he is going. He refers to the following of
herds as “proto-domestication” without
any good reason why. Though he con-
fiers Stanley Diamond's observations that
civilization is grounded in conquest and
repression, comprised of con scripts
rather than volunteers, this is apparently
something we have to live with. Possi-
bly his talk of “proto-domestication” and
the like show some slide into inevitabil-
ity. He uncritically buys into mega fauna
overkill theories and other common ten-
dencies.

The book makes a rather quick,
though graceful slide from the origins of
agriculture to industrial agriculture. Itis

here that the book takes an unstated turn.
He focuses on Archer Daniels Midland
and exposes the driving force of corpo-
rate agriculture: commodities and glo-
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bal markets. {;:an ted the analysis is im- permaculture, but these things get ab
portant and linking of the two is neces- the same amount of attention ag p
sary, it almost seems like an easier way ceived support for the libratory poss
towards his shallow vision of what ties of genetic cngineeringr}wh -.
should happen. done in corporate interests (seriously,
.Hc- emttrncur. organic agriculture has actually written journal articles|
while bashing surplus production, the matter), Very very weak
:huugh_ somehow maintaining a rela- I point this book out thuﬁgh iti
m'e]:-r' similar means of food production. from unigue. Like the owner of the
He sidesteps population issues though thousand acre organic farm mentin :
he regards that 6 billion people can only in here, he recognizes what that fa I-r-
be dﬁtrmed. He talks about the “slow called the ‘original sin’, domesticati .
food”™ movement and delicately talks yet is compelled to nnl}:ﬁ sht corpa :
about the sensuality of foods and impor- greed because it's the im%vd?fﬁ! .-
tance of exotics and variation, All fine pressing issue. A problem tl.'mt(-n il
and true though when mixed with his tedly will never go away, but one we -I
:‘I:‘e::p felt and T-'Itl_'lfrpm‘npUUSI}' ‘authen- feel content about m;king lifest
tic’ love of music he exposes some his changes to accommodate rather tjlr
rather high class love for civilization, possibly put our lives on theil;ne to fig .
Though this is totally unspoken, it is These kinds of imnks are alr:l
clearly there and perhaps that ‘reading  dime a dozen, but should only reaffi
E{ehtcm ;:{' J]j.lr;cl.-s’ makes the title of the the need to always be able io{ak;- ¥ I
Yok make a little more sense. anything and evervthing what is re
I'he book talks of ! sk digrals
cultural revolution in i
terms of change and i
hints of immediacy,
though it seems that
direct action is a far
cry and presumably
not of interest, Subtle
and scattered bits
make anyone inter-
ested in  making
change happen seem
just immature, So
while he says that or-
ganics and slow food
are far from enough,
they seem to be the

only forms - i
,_-._-ifahl ;- p:aiffﬂ'c primitivist critique. I
. ; was hoping it would
It:lkz about the importance of not going  be worthwhile and nrlgmaf;ft it makes
ha'c~f to the garden, but going wild, the same misstatements and straw per-
riefly talks about feral forests and son attacks that have just become the
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Barbaric Thoughts: O)
a Revolutionary C
tigue of Civilization
Venomous Butterfly
818 5W 3™ Aveld
PMB 1237 Portland,
OR 97217, UsA 20
pages, pamphlet.
2004,

This short pamphlet
. is really a concise
version of all the
usual arguments
against the anarcho-

norm. The tone is horribly self-righteous
and presumptuous, making patently
absurd attacks. In this case, the most
overarching one is that for some reason
green anarchists and anarcho-primitiv-
ists are not concerned with social rela-
tionships and that somehow the bulk of
us are really just insincere about our ap-
proaches (sorry folks, apparently the
communist, egoist perspective is the one
trirth, and also the most “fundamentally
anarchist"?!).

If T try to think about where these
‘attacks’ are going or what they are re-
ally pointing towards, I just get really
irritated at best. What is being argued is
just 50 counterintuitive to what I feel and
kitow: There's more to life than billions
of individuals acting on their own behalf
with no greater connection. You can call
it biocentrism, paganism, whatever you
want, but I know there is something
greater bo life that connects all beings.
According to this pamphlet, that is some-
how moralistic. According to this pam-
phlet and its author, nearly everything
that ign't coming from that communist,
egoist fruth is moralistic. How or why
this is so is beyond me and the pamphlet
and all other Venomous Butterfly publi-
cations have yet to convince me. But
what I have learned is that morality is
an easy label to place, but when used so
easily, should we be surprised when it
no longer has meaning?

There is a post-modernist angle that
goes against anarcho-primitivist cri-
tiques: that we have no roots, or at least
none worth pursuing with any real
meaning, and even more so, there is no
“we'. Any concept of primordial selves
or human nature is forbidden, because
apparently they can only be used to natu-
ralize and legitimate a power dynamic
or morality wielded against others, This
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is a leap that would make sprinters jeal-
ous. Anyways, the denial of roots is noth-
ing new, but that doesn’t make this us-
age any less obnoxious. Apparently we
can't look at other societies without
reifying and further romanticizing them.
But even if we could (somehow this is
all only hypothetical), they aren’t worth
seriously looking at.

Mow this point really bdthers me,
probably for reasons that should be fairly
obvious considering the contents of this
zine, But I don’t understand this point.
It doesn’t matter whether you think no-
madic gatherer/hunters are or are not an
image of humanity in the state of nature.
It doesn’t matter whether or not you
think there's anything 'primal” about our
being or not. What does matter is that
there are living examples of anarchy in
action. Not theory, not speculation, noth-
ing but real beings. That doesn’t mean
we need to recreate their every day lives,
but it's something that anyone seriously
interested in destroying the state (espe-
cially those wanting to destroy civiliza-
Hion) should, at the very least, take seri-
ous notice of.

All of this is completely pushed
aside or thrown out. What is pushed is
the importance of “something different”.
It's all about this one true path to revo-
lution and about freeing ourselves from
all of our limits (though rather rigid
guidelines as to how this ought to be
done are clearly elaborated), but at some
point something positive needs to be
done to create and not just destroy what-
ever it is that oppresses us at the level of
the self, whatever that may be.

But for all the pushing aside of
anarcho-primitivist and green anarchist
eritique, and all the talk of going to that
‘nebulous’ “somewhere different”, it's
clear that the proper steps to a revolulion-
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ary project of destroying civilization $14.95,
aren’tso open. I's all about class struggle This is a rather frightening hook. |
and class struggle exclusively. The pam- story about science and power,
phlet really labors this point without civilization and colonization. Tie
clearly explaining why the only valid environmental activist and jou
egoist struggle against civilization is was like many a student interest
through class. But it seems apparent that anthropology and Latin America,
for all the word mincing, the communist, millions of people, his introduction ke
class struggle orientation is hardly such ‘savage’ was the classic works of an
an unknown rather than an unspoken pologist Napoleon Chagnon on
image of what the outcome of this illus- Yanomamo, a number of horticulturs
trious revolution may really be. bands living in a region of the Ama:
The revolutionary wears no clothes, thatwas not heavily invaded by the B
comrade, zilian state until the mid-twentieth g
There's enough in this pamphlet to tury.,
make me want to dissect and tear it apart Upon being “discovered’, there
piece by piece, but really I just don't a frenzy of media, governments, mili
think it's worth the time and effort. I'd jes and scientists who wanted to e
like to say I found something useful here glimpse of true ‘savages’. Chagnona
and on certain levels there are, but the geneticist James Neel would lead a nug
amount of groundless straw person at- ber of crews through the Amazon to
tacks taken to get to rather well covered what it is civilized people do best: me
topics such as the problems of utopia or sure, inject, weigh, u proot, study, al
ideology or morality doesn't merit the tempt to destroy, and exploit
effort it takes to find the needles in the Yanomamo. Chagnon, driven by soc
haystack. Perhaps it's of use to others, biology (breeding ground for genetic
but the one thing blatantly clear to me  scientific racism, and so much more
after reading this is that I have little to sought to prove the Hobbesian view a
nothing in common with its author and  life before civilization as “nasty, brutish
its approach. That is probably the only and short”. What ensued was in no way
thing the author and I have agreed upon.  different than the reality of colonialis
All my problems aside, we all the way of life was ravaged and the i
should and do have our owgapproaches  troduction of metal tools and outsid
and visions. Such is extremely important. agitation resulted in periods of viole
But in the end I only hope that we can warfare. Granted warfare was hardly
find more productive ways of articulat- created by invasion, but tied to horticul
ing those visions without having tomis- tural life, the dynamics had changed
represent each other. There are enough completely.
differences that we don't have to make The outcome, the Yanomamo bee
up new, straw ones! came the notorious “Fierce People”
thanks to Chagnon’s ethnography of the
Darkness in El Dorado: How Scientists and same name. An image which has only
Journalists Devastated the Amazon. By reaffirmed the importance of being civi-
Patrick Tierney. New York: W.W. lized and further justified the treatment
Norton, 2001. 431 Pages, paperback. of indigenous or ‘uncivilized’ people
SPECIES TRAITOR NO, 4 178

pases, prompting war-
{are on unprecedented
levels, and using the
Yanomamo as test sub-
Jects for nuclear and |

had something to fear about uper!mgthe
anthropological closets. What is ev:-g
more telling (especially for those wh
have, like us, taken a serious interest in
anthropology though much reserved) is
the follow up to the
A book on behalf of the
American Anthropo-
logical Association: ap-
parently the eth::zfl
| considerations merit
™ only further recogni-
fl tion when put in the
public, but ultimately

urld wide (heavily reminiscent of Ri-
rd Drinnon's classic Facing West: !fu-
paphysics of Imdian Hating and J::mpmr
ilding). Part of this process, as Tierney
ows, is that Chagnon and Neel were
psponsible for the
read of endemic dis-

penetic research (their
E- ( :asﬁftund'?:dt.]:\}r ¥ ~ Chagnon was dﬂi.!'ltg
the U.5. Atomic En- ; y AN
missi worthwhile anthropology
Ui > - m - ; : I m nl‘
E” ‘::::mthe bn:':nk}is not about Chagnon  show hnw far we've Lth:E ::;::-Z:I ﬁjﬁ
wd mr;'ue other random scientists, but of indigenous pmp]ni{ w s LS
'::mut the connection between science, and struggles of the '::j“Tims S
l »dia, and colonization. Abouthow we  ther pu_shm_i into the si .:f e
:::-Icl::;e the ‘Other’ and how that per- Ethnocide is th:e ?:3;:; it E'w Pl
I‘v tHon justifies our realities. These are For more in D
|]uF: ways in which civilization dﬁslro{: qu:;sti:t-:dpg::;r;za s
: i i t will make an , :
e upmrsblmfitlﬂsszizf:l;ecdcd. His Rabben’s quick and m;e].len;;hrrmh;w;;
}.(m!l:?.gr}r:c "i:j.rst on the subject, but its  Selection: the Yarrqn?r:[mr,lfhcsﬂ _ll.rf:'];:f,um-
sl g:r:ic grounding and approach  the Onslaught of C toilization ( ]ﬂgﬁﬁ‘j
Ir-:wuar;-;-:ic: more widely appreciable. Itisnot  versity of Washington Press, .
ithout faults; most notably it gives no ;i i
:?tfen:;nn to the amount of dan;:ge ENCOUNTERING THE O¥
; 1551 i el ew
Fﬂpﬁrrl?lssim:ris:;m;rftfo{ﬂa::m};nl of The Healing Land: The E!ﬂ:m;::.;”ﬁ] :r:
:f:::h is ui]acqﬁeé Lizot's The Yanomami Kalahari Desert by Iml ‘n;a pe;bark_
in the Face of Ethnocide {Cupcnha!.g;vn: ;‘logla:uﬁnwe, 2001. 278 pages,
d much more elabo- .00. ;
IW;]?,] :?ﬂi?#th:n I:"Jmts against an-  The Land of the Naked ngh : hE-{:::;::::er:
1‘{“ 1?{: 'Htsand geneticists) in R. Brian  with Stpuf Age Islanders thnm e
;::;E.’:smi?: thick but excellent Yanomami I{dﬂ;;cezqg Na. e:; Yﬁ;ﬁiﬁ%mm
Wrn:ﬁir‘e.;;gAE Political History (Santa Fe: Srm;:éfﬁ b;)]-:i- = Y;,,I-I.;: viﬂta’lie
SAR'ETEEImey]:s book has been a source of Books, 1996. 274 pages, paperback.
i isi 1l before the $14.00. n
ol R e here's continuity to these three boo
5 ublished. The greatest There's cc s,
ﬁkw‘::bni;:;:lg coming from sociobi- and a commonappeal. They are all

- s, are all
ologists and anthropologists who likely contemporary gatherer-hunters, a s
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written as travel narratives,

than it is about their encounters with

onutsiclers and how that works both wa i5
_ : ys. man history. Joe Kane sought much
The books are all journeys on behalf the same: to meet the hea»gril}f Cover

of the authors. Isaacson is a white born
in South Africa who was raised on the
tales of the allusive and mystical Bush-
men (!Kung) of the Kalahari. His jour-
ney began with wanting to know more
about who these people really were.
Mukerjee is from India and had been
drawn to the Andaman Islands which
had been colonized and exploited by In-
dia_. Her journeys began as a trained sci-
entist writing a number of articles which
lit a passion to learn more about the na-
tive populations: the Great Andamanese,
Jarawa, and Onge. Kane was drawn to
the Huaorani of the Ecuadorian Amazon
through activism. Having worked with
anumber of ecological groups, Kahe be-
came aware of the Huaorani through a
letter they had written trying to assert
their own voice in the mix of groups try-
Ing to claim in some way to either hold
or speak on behalf of the Amazon, and
in the process Amazonians.
 What each of the authors found is
Important. Isaacson began looking for a
way toroot himself in the South African
world that his white ancestors invaded,
Among the 'Kung he found the central
role of healing through the land and
through community. The importance
that cosmology and connectivity places
in the very essence of being. Mukerjee
SPECIES TRAITOR NO. 4

: andnone of sought to understand the effects o
the three authors is an anthropologist. S0 dian colonization and to understs

these are the kinds of books for
people  gatherer-hunters wh jecte
who want to know more about the lives such bry ity o o

of gatherer-hunters and how civilization she found was the fullness of be
affects them without having to wade among these peoples who res.'ushed, i
td!:_mu\gh the details of ethnography. In ing to outlive the civilized menace, !
15 respect, the books are far from cut saw first hand the will of a le w
and dry books about what a population had not succumbed to agrif:ﬁpure
cats and how they deal with each other saw eye to eye with Jared Diamond

Ll

tal portrayals as savages. W

considered it the worst mistake in |

voice of indigenous people who envirg
mentalists and corporations only soug
to use. To find their dire will to exist
they always had, but continued to fig]
civilized encroachment through co p
rations, militaries and missionarie
What he found was a way of being th
was thoroughly rooted and non-preds
tory. Something worth fighting for.

All of these peoples: authors, indig
enous, and so forth were struggling;: &
ther to find themselves or on behalf
they know and feel in their bones. Ga
erer-hunters fighting against civilization
Civilized journalists searching for some
thing more.

To get some technicalities out of
way, all of the books are well written and
accessible, though not equally. All three
authors seem to get by mostly on thei

journalistic work, so they’re seasoned in

thatregard. Out of the three Kane's boak
is the strongest in style and appeal. It is
entrenched in the involvement of the
subjects in its entirety and carries their
arguments and perspectives out
strongly. Mukerjee’s book is a more back
and forth of history and the present. Her
encounters with her ‘subjects’ aren’t as
in depth as either Kane or Isaacson's,
though this itself may come from trying
to work with four groups rather than
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une. The voice and direction are strong, told me he has more in common with).
but she remains the central character. Zerzan is given brief mention, none of
lsaacson’s book focuses on a number of  which is brought up seriously. No mat-
characters and that is its primary ter what one thinks of the AP critique,
strength. However, the bulk of the book  the least one can do (especially an aca-
lacks a strong narrative tone which can demic) is give credit where it's due. 1f

cause a bit of confusion.

any segment of anarchists is anthropo-
Each of these books carries its own logically inclined, it's going to be
strengths and weaknesses, but each one anarcho-primitivists. Few, if any, other
focuses on the indigenous voices and  anarchists are really even interested in it
siruggles that get pushed aside and used  (in fact, it's usually the heaviest line toted
from all angles. They point towards the against AF).
beauty that life can and will be, and the Furthermore, green anarchy is not
depth to which civilization has mined given any attention either. That is as ei-
our souls. Without resorting to new age ther a tendency of anarchists or even as
or weakened premises, the authors care- something apparently worth the good
fully portray real struggles. Though their  professor’s expensive time. Where men-
conclusions are by no means the radical tion is made it’s of folks who take what
implications we draw from them, their they want from "primitives’ without re-
contributions are extremely vital. ally getting in depth. A comment easily
made when it lacks anmy
Fragments af an Anarchist Anthropology. contextualization.
By David Graeber. Chicago: Prickly MNow what really gets me about this
Paradigm, 2004, Paper, 102 pgs. $10.00.  is that our Yale Professor is clearly inca-
I really wanted to find some redeeming pable of doing his homework. If one was
value to this book, but I just can't. Anar- to do an ‘anarchist anthropology’, they
chist and Yale Professor David Graeber would probably realize the steps already
set out to try and establish an anarchist taken most notably by Pierre Clastres,
anthropology. In the process he shows though more explicitly by Harold
every reason why such a thing should Barclay and Brian Morris. Barclay has
not exist! The book is short and leaves given a pretty good shot at “an anarchist
the reader desiring much more consid- anthropology”’ though he is given no
ering the topic and the complete lack of credit. While he's no fan of AP, he at least
anarchist influence. Needless to say, | gave ita fair mention in his book {People
have a number of issues with the text.  without Government). Morris hasn't been
Let's start with the most glaring  as explicit on the subject, though Graeber
problem: for a book on anarchist anthro-  has no doubt read his essay “Anarchism
pology, it ignores the most likely tenet and Anthropology”. This is clear enough
of anarchism: the anarcho-primitivist considering he rather blatantly plagia-
critique. When I say ignore, that's what rized a good chunk of it! Of course if the
1 mean, the few times AP is mentioned book is coming from Crimethlne or al-
at all, it is without the anarcho- prefix most any other radical /anarchist group,
{as if we don't deserve it) and isn't even  blatant plagiarism is far from a problem,
given real grounding (about as much as  but for a Yale professor in an academic
new agers, whom Graeber has actually book? That's a much different story. And
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this is not a sole incident either,
Graeber is also prone to making ob-
scure post-modemnist statements such as
“cultural differences are unimportant”
(46) or that history is merely a string of
consequences and should be disre-
garded. What he is doing here is pretty
familiar as it is a pre-
text for ethnocide. To
say culture is unimpor-
tant is to disregard the
very real conditions
that people are living
under and why they
might want to continue
living a certain way or
would want to resist
another. It's an easy
statement to make /
from a cushy Yale of-
fice, but hardly one
most people putting their lives on the
line would want to make. That history
is a string of consequences does have its
truths, but to throw it out is to give up
an otherwise priceless source to under-
standing how things did get the way they
are now and what we can do about it. It
doesn’t mean history is destined to do
anything in particular to say that certain
events bring about certain cofisequences.
And more importantly, that understand-
ing that helps us understand how civili-
zation continues to exist. OF course,
Graeber isn't interested in destroying
civilization or even industrial society, so
such information is not surprisingly
worthless for him. It may only impede
the brave new world of decentralized
globalism. ..

The book has no citations or real ref-
erences, hardly giving it much creden-
tials outside of the small, but eager crew
of "anarchists’ or students that Graeber
is trving to charm. But whoever those
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people likely may be, they aren’t lik
very well aware of what anarchy tn
is about. Or more precisely, what it is
about. According to Graeber, most

archists “think [America] ought to I
democracy” (92). What anarchists g
might ask? Apparently the ones th

regular Yale.
Yeah, E
one,
Of all

things ['ve said aba
this book, my com
ment that anarchy
not democracy (a fag
is the one that really s
Graeber off the ha
and ended in me o
the receiving end of
fit and slur of obscend:
ties that would malky
the biggest baby on earth jealous (some
times | think of this as my crowning
achievement: being cussed out by a Ya
professor!). But seriously, this is anarchy
to Graeber: democracy. Unfortunately,
he's not alone, but here it's real ly just an:
other needle in a haystack.

Other things Graeber’s anarchists

are apparently concerned about are re
claiming work (not even worth touching
and ending North-South inequalities.
True enough for some, but [ think it's
safe to say that most anarchists favor
abolishing globalization, even if it means
much different things. Here Graeber
wants global redistribution of the wealth:
more akin to dull liberals like Global
Exchange.

I'could go on, but I think my point
is clear: there is and never should be a
capitol A anarchism and certainly never
an anarchist anthropology. It only gives
dim witted academics like Gracber a
chance to try and take the spotlight by
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using a relatively fringe concept for the
same old post-modern bullshit.

The Party’s Over: Oil, War, and the Fate of
Industrial Societies. By Richard Heinberg.
Labriola Island, BC: New Society Pub-
lishers, 2003. 275 pages, paperback,
$17.95.
This is an extremely timely and impor-
tant book. Heinberg chronicles the his-
tory of civilization and sources of energy
and energy exploitation. From wood to
coal to oil, he explains it all in depth and
for those of us with little technical back-
ground in this sort of topics, But the book
carries one primary message: industrial
civilization is in no way sustainable and
we are tinkering on the verge of collapse.
He goes through all the possibilities
for ‘alternative energy’ and dispels
myths of sustainable energy though fo-
cusing less on the complete undesirabil-
ity of civilization. He focuses primarily
on Hubbert's Peak, the outcome of ma-
jor studies done on the peak of world il
production. That peak is happening and
the results will be increasingly felt. His
book is really like a bit of an updated
addition to William Catton’s vital Cver-
shoot (which is still highly recommended,
especially for the importance placed on
basic ecological themes like carrying ca-
pacity).

Heinberg's work is immediate and
he's not splitting hairs about the inevi-
tability of collapse. However, what he's
pushing for is to ‘'manage’ the collapse.
Something we'd all ideally like to see
happen, though it seems obvious that we
shouldn’t be too disillusioned as to think
that those in power will be willing to go
along with their decline. Hope is best,
but action is even more important. But
I'm not talking about the kind of activist
action and push for alternative energy
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for a soft crash as Heinberg is.

While this was really a point of dis-
agreement while reading the book,
Heinberg's reevaluation of the anarcho-
primitivist critique in a recent Fifth Es-
tate highligh_ts the 5everit}-' of our differ-
ences. According to Heinberg being
“against civilization” is counterprodue-
tive. Perhaps to the unfruitful PR efforts
on Heinberg's behalf, but for those of us
who wish to do more than merely tend
our gardens and cross our fingers for a
soft and easy transition, this is a rather
staunch opposition. Not that there's any
ome way people should act, we will all
deal differently and not everyone is re-
alistically going to take out power sta-
tions or take up arms, but there's so
much more to gain by embracing any
number of means rather than shutting
ourselves off to others, Especially when
it comes to trying to sell ourselves onour
weak, do nothing eonclusions.

The State. By Harold Barclay. London:
Freedom Press, 2003. Paper, 109 pgs.
£5.50.
This small pocketbook is a rather neces-
sary addition to anarchist literature. As
the rear cover asserts: “The state is nei-
ther an inevitable, nor natural, phenom-
enon, but the creation of despots. Its his-
tory is a history of power, wealth and
tyranny. The immortality of the state is
the greatest myth of our society.” Barclay
is rightly convinced that any atternpt to
destroy the state requires a greater un-
derstanding of it. This is his contribution.
The book is limited by its size to re-
main a widespread introduction to theo-
ries om the origins, maintenance and fail-
ure of states. That's both a positive and
a negative. A positive because it will be
appealing to those who aren't already
interested or experienced with the huge
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amount of social science devoted to the  Hons, ei i iti
understandings of state and civilization. is ;;r ;'::rf:.@hﬁﬁ'm{: :;? %ri:v:ﬂ. .
A negative because being an introduc-  book People without Gomnmeuff ond
tion means it will have to leave out a Kahn and Averill and Seattle: Le B
number of important points and details.  Books, 1990). it
Ubvmu:iiy it's a risk worth taking. Domestication is not challenge
' Bafa.la:,.r sets out to define the state  ther in terms of human, plant
primarily by its ability to sanction the human animal, which I :VP alz v -:
populous. The true hallmark of the state  extremely :'mp;urmnt fa:::]r t;ﬂy ;
is its hege_mm.lc graspr on coercion: that society can still remain re!atir ly ega
it is sustained by a willing population. tarian (in human terms) whire }" :
TJ'_le problem is that people are not born ing any or all of them H;mre .“
with the urge to give up their autonomy  anarchist and anthropolo iﬂ_t'ﬂ;-_
to some greater force or majority of Cbstmﬁ,hegxanmﬂmp;weigm; fl I
Fj{ép:hwmtrhis bﬂnk se:s out to un- held by Big /Head Men, fhie;ti :Ill-'.l.d -4
ow the majority of the world's sionally ki i )
population ended up doing exactly this. T nya v::-.flfi-‘v.i;:lru5 ulii:ggxeeg ;;1?2]5“‘:'!&
Pushing aside any kind of evolution- role of a Big Man or chiefaren :fal. '
ary theory of state development or idea permanent positions and th mt Iuwa
that a state has or ever will be necessary  them are hardly as u|:1h:u.;ucIlu.:l:plmr .
the book highlights that there were ticians, theocrats and the owe a::ll
eleveln factors that made coercive, hege- in our own societ But]Jl fﬂ'] :
monic power possible. These are; Clastres and Barclj;- dism'm dbﬂ
population, sedimentary settlement, hor-  power of influence tm}reasj]y :aij:f:m

ticulture /agriculture, redistribution, in terms of chieftainships. As Clas :

military organization, secondary signifi- himself unc

saniz ) 5€ owvered, the

;qn_c:c_ of kinship, trading, specialized may only be absolute dE;:;;f-iids 0
ivision of labor, individual property warfare, but warfare is the creation of

and control of resources, hierarchic so- state. The hegemonic power and ine

cial or i i i
itﬁwiiir:;i:i ar:r ideclogy of superior- creased influence of war chiefs create
In this we are in agreement. The power. is ma:
book highlights all the necessary factors iﬂ}rs haﬁoﬂﬁg ttI;Liierc};en:i' h'ﬂ"’;-' l;fe
ﬁnd functions nf the state. But T have two  state, it certainly did on a n:mggro f
main areas of disagreement. The firstis casions as is painfully clear now ol
the questionable lack of qualifications for Barclay realizes that the i
proto-states. And the second is the am-  of warfare is conquest and lhr:?m .
biguity c:rlf his conclusions. sion and warfare laid the nu‘:»tqe:lfp?]-un-
The first problem leads back to other  state. However, he makes a rath {d :
work that Barclay has done. He's a fel-  sive split between warfare and thirfeegs:
low anthnllpo]nglst, but one who I've and raiding that plagues hortic ltu 1
often mentioned is overly influenced by societies. But such a split makes ;Eﬂ:;?.f

Kropotkin, In this I mean that hisidea of we're talking about scale and stated in-

anarchy is defined moreby a lack of state tents, but it

. ) s doesn’t h

than by the presence of coercive institu- else. Feuding L:;L-::vee: llccll: I;:i?;:: haf:j
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the increasing capability for coercive

&

nation to contrast and hopefully outlive
the Mad Max prophecies of a post-col-
lapse society.

He is somewhat hopeful about hu-
man nature to overcome the worst of the
state, but lacks any real proactive solu-
tion. Even in his voluntary societies,
there remains the need to organize
around issues of “education, health, sale
of consumer goods, fire protection and
so on.” Granted we “can be more kind
to the earth” (106) we're not left with a
whole lot of options apparently.

I can’t blame Barclay for his lack of
hope, but his lack of vision is a different
story. What is the goal of his study? To
understand the state so that we can at-
tempt to oppose it through the subtle
subversion of its mentality even if it only
means downscaling capitalist societies?

He admits that few communes have sur-
vived or have been ‘successful’, even
with his rather low expectations for what
is ‘libratory’. Is there nothing left to do
than make the best of our Mad Max fu-
ture other than hope we can overcome
the power of roaming hoards of rival
lack of significance in less complex hor-  gangs through the principles of freedom
Hicultural societies is a glaring omission. and loveas refuge for the children? I cer-

My second major complaint is the tainly think so, Barclay doesn’t seem
nearly complete lack of vision or direc- quite so convinced.
tion in the book. Barclay is an anarchist, The book is important in terms of its
and ostensibly this is what he seeks. But understanding of the state. I'd hope all
like in his previous books, his prospects interested in destroying it are concerned
for its existence are rather lacking, Heis withwhat exactly it is, how it works and
unguestionably aware that the state is where it comes from. For that end, this
hardly an eternal institution and that its book is a worthy contribution. The an-
collapse (both ecological and social) is thropological approach contributes more
imminent. But what this means is left than most historical anarchists have of-
open. The book ends disappointingly fered. Barclay is definitely an anarchist
along the lines of Hakim Bey's Tempo- who has not dropped the critiques to
rary Autonomous Zones. He calls for the appease academics in the way populist
creation of Permanent Autonomous cowards like David Graeber has. And
Zones or interitional societies which seek  while we clearly have different ideas of
to undermine statist legitimacy for domi-  the implications and theory inanthropol-
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piding are primarily linked to sedentism
and store houses: this includes largely
sedentary gatherer /hunters and
mounted gatherer/hunters. This is sig-
nificant because it surrounds the origins
of scarcity, either in terms of land or re-
Rources’,
The response of nomadic gatherer/
hunters to arguments or avoiding eco-
logrical overstress is to move. It's a highly
adaptive way of living, Splits can easily
happen without consequence and bands
can roam elsewhere. When people start
i settle, not only do populations expand,
but the amount of places left to go be-
come limited, When the populations ex-
pand, the influential role of redistribu-
tion becomes inereasingly important and
thus a potential source of power. Barclay
notes the increase in specialization made
possible by sedentism and food produc-
tion, but sleights the influence of this in
stateless societies only immediately be-
fore the state arises.
There is lack of attention for proto-
state societies (namely extremely com-
plex chiefdoms and kingdoms), but the



ferent approaches seriously.

Terrorists or Freedom Fighters? Reflections
on the Liberation of

Awnimals. Edited by B

Steven Best and An- i
thony Nocella II.
MNew York: Lantern
Books, 2004. Paper,
391 pgs. $22.00.

In all fairness to this
book, L have to judge
it by my own stan-
dards and for what it
is. This collection is about the Animal
Liberation Front (ALF) but perhaps not
what myself and others might be expect-
ing. More to the point, Best and Nocella
state in the beginning that it is “an an-
thology of essays by leading supporters
and critics of the ALF from within the
animal rights movement (with the excep-
tion of Lawrence Sampson).” (49)

In that regard this is an excellent
book. It offers a number of essays from
all different sides of the tactical and
moral debate on animal liberation in
numerous forms, featuring all the big
names from the animal rights move-
ment. Often this is even done to the point
of exhaustion with a continuing repeti-
tion of fewer than ten quotes from the
likes of Gandhi, King, and so on in nearly
every essay. Despite this, the book
should be seen as an anthology of de-
bate in the animal rights milieu as to
what constitutes ethical practice and ap-
plication of theory and how it is just-
fied. As a historical and philosophical
document, this definitely has a high
point in its time and place.

But I have my reservations. I think
this book is important, but [ have the feel-
ing that something is missing. I can’t
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ogy, he’s at least been willing to take dif-  entirely say what itis, but there are 50

clear setbacks. Those, however, exh
to the animal rights movement at la
which this book is clearly an extensi
of. S0 let's p
through it a bit.
T}'H:-‘ ma |
problem that I ha
with the bulk of #
book and movemae
is that it is assum
that the ALF is firm

think that is a highl
questionable posturing. Only a few H
in the book are there efforts to distin
guish between animal liberation a
animal rights. While there is a great de
of bleed over between the two, there an
also major points of contention,
From any anti-state perspective,
question of rights is a bit of a non-issue
So the relationship between what con
stitutes liberation cannot be removed
from the political context. This is impor
tant because the ALF and its support
tend to come from a larger anarchist co
stituency. That has a great effect on the
idea of liberation or the goal of action it-
self.
For the animal rights movement, lib
eration comes at the attainment of equal
rights and respect for ‘sentient’ species,
Their movement is rooted in democratic
conditions and is reformist in nature, The
world they envision is one that would
have to be compatible with the scale and
framework of this society if not the poli-
cies and technology as well. While there
are a vast range of anarchists in the
world, a great majority don't envision
that kind of world as a liberated one.
Taken in the context of movements,
this is a problem. There will always be a
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reat effort on the p
gu-opt or affiliate with any ‘likeminded’
action. That is why the animal rights
movement has flocked to the ALF and
lelt such a need to produce excessive
amounts of debate over what is and what

art of movements to  this volume do. Mark Bernstein, pattrice
jones, Karen Davis, Karen Dawn, Tom
Regan, Freeman Wicklund, Bruce
Friedrich, and Gary Yourofsky are all
included in that list. They lay out stan-

dards which must be met to justify any

action, and sadly enough, liberations,

releases and arsons are often not fitting

to them. You get the classically repeti-

tive and predictable debates: is property

destruction violence, is that acceptable

to ridiculous Gandhian standards, is vio-

lence against humans acceptable, and if

property destruction is not violence, is it

acceptable then?

You end up with a lot of debate
about what I and many other non-mor-
alistic folks see as a stupid question. 1
agree with Tom Regan that you're not
going to convince the public that prop-
erty destruction is not viclence, so you
have to roll with it. But [ don't agree that
you need some grand justification for
violence. Not coming from a rights/re-
formist perspective, | think it is not only
unnecessary, but plain stupid to go
through all the legal steps to try to end
exploitation (knowing full well it won't
work) when direct action gets it done
quicker.

Karen Dawn looks directly at the is-
sue of public acceptance. She is willing
to accept actions she wouldnt fully en-
dorse (including the release of a native
species, mink, into its habitat because it's
a carnivore!) because it does benefit ‘the
cause’ some in the end. Her take is a bit
more forgiving than the rest, but it still
follows those standards.

The most impressive part of the
book is the section titled ‘Motivation”,
However, it begins with perhaps the
most pointless essay in the book where
Judith Barad attempts to bring Aquinas
into the question and application of lib-
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is not ethical. For them, what anyone
does is reflective of their movement
whether that is the intention of the ac-
fors or not. And when you're dealing
with anonymous cells, then the actors
aren't going to just come forward and
denounce their affiliation. So things bar-
rel forth. What you end with are debates
like the ones in this book. Ones that Tand
likely most actually involved in ALF ac-
tions feel little solidarity with.
Sowhat’s in the book? It opens with
a useful history of the western tradition
of animal liberation coming from three
different perspectives, though largely
overlapping, Off to a good start. From
here it moves into the further sections:
liberation, motivation, perception, tac-
tics, and terror. [ found the contributions
individually to go back and forth be-
tween good and interesting to dull and
detached philosophy to repetitive and
dogmatic. I suppose almost all essays are
born without universal appeal.
Mow before getting into this, Linten-
tionally opened with some comments
about movements and the nature of
rights based theory. Thisis why: a move-
ment must be appealing to be success-
ful. As such, it cannot take or support
any action without justification. That's
one major reason why Thave no interest
in affiliating with any movement. To jus-
tify action (or inaction as the case may
be) you have to accept certain ethical and
moral standards against the backdrop of
the status quo and public perception. I
have no interest in doing these things.
But the bulk of the contributors to

SPECTIFS TRAITOR MO 4



eration. Does anyone really care? But
aside from that, you have essays from
one of the best and most outspoken folks
in the animal liberation milieu, Rod
Coronado, the best essay in the book
from native and non-animal rights activ-
ist Lawrence Sampson which rightly
points out that the question is not
whether we eat animals or not, but
whether we continue the self /Other di-
chotomy and continue our spatial re-
moval from the earth (that essay is re-
produced in this issue), and an excerpt
from the Western Wildlife Unit of the
ALF's pamphlet, Take No Prisoners. All
of these essays toss aside the justifica-
tions and morality to say straightforward
that the exploitation of animals must be
stopped.

Another one of those accepted stan-
dardsin this book is that liberation is the
American ideal, and in numerous places,
the American legacy. If you accept that,
then earth liberation and animal libera-
tion are as American as the Boston Tea
Party as Best and Nocella state in their
introduction and something that comes
up again and again throughout the book.
But what is the purpose of such natural-
ization? It appeals to American and
Western traditions of history as a trend
of natural social evolution and enlight-
enment. And it does this favorably. So if
it was perfectly rational and evolution-
ary to (legally) abolish slavery, then sex
and racial discrimination, then it's only
logical that animals get equal rights and
the earth is granted legal rights. It's not
a problem for people like Best to say and
think that America was founded on lib-
eration and freedom; it's just a sign of
where they are coming from.

What it shows is that we are com-
ing and going in vastly different direc-
tions. The problem is that he is brying to
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take the ALF and now ELF with him,
him, those taking part in animal
earth liberation actions are the true
triots, the defenders of democracy.
writes that the battle for animal rig]
must be a battle for democracy (335)
he very well may be right, but is that |
eration? Not to me.

Some other high and low painl

Pattrice jones makes the predictable an
dull feminist argument that liberatios
often macho along with other confus
points over gender ideals and the ‘maoll
erly contribution’ to the liberation ashg
back seat matriarch and nurturer, Sk
remains unquestioning of the fact ¢
women can just as easily be militant a
just as often take part in actions.

A number of contributors hay
moral dilemmas about the extremely gl
fective (and I say preferable) act of te
ing research labs. And along those li
vou have ridiculous arguments (all new
to me) that say the symbolic and egotis
tical /martyr ‘open liberations” are fal
superior to the masked raids of the ALF
These daylight rajds feature animal
rights folks breaking into farms and 13
(even leaving behind replacements
locks they've broken!!) without masks
and film themselves cuddling animals,
giving them water and taking a few fo
the media to galvanize. Some even EOS0
far as to say that this is an act of courage
rather than the cowardice of the anony-
mous and masked liberators!!

This is really just plain stupidity. I
can’t even think about it without getting
violently angry. Karen Davis is the worst
of the lot and is really just about as dumb
and ignorant as they come. She tries to
coax the argument by saying the body
language of animals and humans in a
video of an open rescue is more caring
and compassionate than the hurried and
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irected rescues of the ALF. She even
tompares wearing masks and black to

Irying to imitate Zorro! This is sheer stu-
pidity, apologies for wanting to actually
liberate a lot of animals, not get caught,
liberate more, and not feed the system
money through the courts. And since

people think is what the American pub-
lic wants to hear.

So after being rather harsh, 1 have

to reiterate that the book is important for
what itis, I do think it's worth the some-
times laborious read to see where people
are coming from in a well put together

when were rescues about building rela-  display of a certain trend in a particular

tionships? It's about
ending animal en-
slavement! But per-
haps the tender
egos of a few pro-
fessional activists
and their token ani-
mals are more im- §
portant after all?
Kevin Jonas of-
fers a bit of a sur- §
prisingly good es-
say focusing on the
successes of SHAC.
Steven Best ends
with a call for im-
mediate action and [
even  violence
against animal
abusers. Like Craig
Rosebraugh and {
Leslie James [
Pickering, he calls
for a revolution, but
the question is seri-
ously begged as to what kind of revolu-
ticn that might be and is it desirable. At
the same time, continues to focus on the
label of “terrorist’, which like the issues
of violence is a long and uphill battle.
And it's one that is equally not worth the
time and effort. Yet he argues against the
application of the term while advocat-
ing terror against the system. It's so
much easier to accept the terms and go,
but it does mean tossing aside some
catch all terms for what animal rights
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time. It is what it is,
4 and in that way, it
could bea very wel-
comed contribu-
tion.

Welcome to the Ma-
chine: Science, Sur-
veillance, and the
Culture of Control.
By Derrick Jensen
and George
Draffan., White
River Junction, VT:
Chelsea Green,
2004. Paper, 277
PEs. $18.00.
This book is cen-
tered on surveil-
lance technology.
Nanotechnology,
computers the size
of grains of sand
} used for tracking
and sending infor-
mation, put in clothing, products, and
bodies. It's about collecting information
for governments, militaries, and corpo-
rations (for all they can be separated).
There’s enough in this book about hyper-
technology to scare the hell out of you.
The message is clear, the technology ex-
ists to watch you at all imes and even to
put thoughts directly into your brain or
cause your body to move or to give you
orgasms: all outside of your control.
However, this is not a book about
159



gone out of hand and they can be fixed.
Against all the quick fix solutions and
mounds of books and work about how
we can “regain” control over technology
through Science, Law, Democracy, this
book is that grenade on the dance floor.

This is where civilization has and
must move, and this is why it must be
destroyed.

What this book is about is control. It
is about power. Meaning simply that it
is about civilization and how it works.

Civilization is impossible without
being reproduced every minute by the
very beings it feeds off of. We embed the
machine in ourselves. This can be done
any number of ways, but this book fo-
cuses on one: control. Control is main-
tained by fear. You do everything ‘right’,
and you have nothing to worry about.
That is the message of those in power: a
diversion, a threat, a promise. Looking
at the model for a prison offered by eigh-
teenth century philosopher Jeremy
Bentham, the Panopticon, Jensen and
Draffan found the blue print for hyper-
technological socicty: a place where there
is nowhere to hide and the prisoner (ev-
ery being) feels they are always being
walched. People are scared into submis-
sion and everything goes according to
planned: absolute control is maintained.

Surveillance cameras, information
storehouses that have every bit of mea-
surable and quantifiable aspect of your
life, children being fingerprinted at
schools, police and military with super
human upgrades: this iz not the stuff of
science fiction; this is the logical conclu-
sion of a fully rationalized, scientific, and
deadened society. This is civilization.
This is our lives, This is our world.

But the book is not a dystopian rant
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?n:i?nce or technology gone wrong. This or an excuse for passive nihilism. I
isn’t another book that says things have straight forward and this is its prima

strength. This is our future wnless we
something about it. We can turn off th
machines, we can burn equipment, ¥
can walk away, but most important
we can destroy the lifeblood of civiliz
tion once and for all and we can liw
again as human animals.

This is what Jensen and Draffan an
saying. Very powerfully. And it is ex
tremely important,

ran out of spacel)

Confinuum Concepl: In search of Happine
Lost by Jean Liedloff. (Cambridge, MA
Perseus BDOkS_, 1985, PEI.FHEI'; 172 pages
$l6.
Unfortunately, we ran out of time ang
space to stick in an interview with Cone
tinwum Concept author Jean Liedloff, s
thought I'd give the book a slight plug
anyways since I think it's easily one of
the most important books out there
While Jean liged among the Yequana
Indians of the Amazon, one thing stood
out to here: the way that children are
raised and how that affects society at
large. This book is the product of that
spark. She took to understand the basic
differences between primal parenting
and civilized parenting, and, no surprise,
discovered that the way we treat chil-
dren mirrors the world we’re bringing
them into and encourages another gen-
eration to simply perpetuate the same
mistakes and never fulfill personal hap-
piness and gratification.

Though by no means an anarchist
herself, she mentioned to me that some
have called her book the best case argu-
ment for anarchy. I couldn't agree more, I
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Fire and lce by Laurel Luddite and
Skunkly Monkly (Apeshit Press, 2004,
Faper, 178 pages. Available from us or

The Other Side of Eden: Hunters, Farmers
and the Shaping of the World by Hugh
Brody (New York: North Point Press,
2000. Paper, 376 pages. $14).

I'm always skeptical of mainstream
books dealing with gatherer-hunters, but
this book is excellent. Brody, who has
been working with artic and subartic
gatherer-hunters for years blasts through
ideologies that g/h's are relics of the past
and goes in depth into the beauty of Inuit
life versus the realm of domestication.
Looks at how g/h's have almost always
been abused by their neighbors and ar-
gues against any inevitability about their
way of life being doomed. Another ex-
cellent and highly recommended read,
especially for those who know little
about the artic g/h lifeways.

Green Anarchy for $10. See

apeshitpress.org.

Fire and Ice is a compilation of thoughts,
feelings, emotions and reflections of two
people in the process of rewilding. It's
written from a very personal perspective,
and though somewhat complicated by
the dual authorship, is likely to grab any-
one who has been dealing with these
similar issues in their own life. If that's
vou, this book will pull you in and run
vou through an emotional roller coaster,
while being strangely comforting at the
came time and you won't want to miss
out on this.

Orviginal Wisdom: Stories of an Ancient Way
of Knowing by Robert Wolff. (Rochester,
VT: Inner Traditions, 2001, Paper, 197
pages. $14.95.
This is yet another book from a West-
erner who lived among an indigenous
society and was compelled to write how
much he learned about their society and
our own. This is about the pre-agricul-
tural Sng'oi of Malaysia and Wolff in-
tertwines stories of his own eultural bag-
gage as the Sng'oi are slowly introduced
to the West through industry and mis-
sionaries. His realizations, carried
through by an excellent narrative and
literary ability, are wonderful in their
simplicity and common sense. Like the
old saying goes, you learn best through
humility, and here Wolff has a lot of in-
sight as normal civilized activities are
shrugged off by those who never wanted
them or saw that they took more from
community than offered.
Excellent critique and delivery make
this probably one of my most highly flat-
out recommended books of all time.
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Silencing the Past: Power and the Produc-
tion of History by Michel-Rolph Trouillot
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1995, Paper, 191
pages, $16).

Wha said scholars had to be dull?! This
book is truly excellent and extremely rel-
evant for anyone with any concern about
the idea and use of history and the shap-
ing of social consciousness. Taking the
largest slave revolt in history and the
inability of those in power to see it for
what it is contrasted with contemporary
Holocaust denial, debate over the Alamo
and the construction of the ‘event’ of
Columbus’ ‘discovery’ of the Americas
for its base, this book lays out the rela-
tionship between power, history and
consciousness. Amazingly well written,
this is a quick and highly important read.
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