“Civilizaitionis like 747,

the filtered air; the muzak oozing over the earphones, the phony sense of security,
the chemical food, the plastic trays, all the passengers sitting passively in the
orderly row of padded seats staring at Death on the movie screen. Civilization is
like a jetliner; an idiot savant in the cockpit manipulating computerized controls built
by sullen wage workers, and dependent for his directions on sleepy technicians high
on amphetamines with their minds wandering to sports and sex....Civilization is like @
747, filled beyond capacity with coerced volunteers—some in love with the velocity,
most wavering at the abyss of terror and nausea, yet still seduced by

— advertising and propaganda. It is like a DC-10, so incredibly

{ enclosed that you want to break through the tin can walls and
escape, make your own way through the clouds, and leave
this rattling, screaming

fiend approaching its
4§ breaking point...”

— 7. Fulano,
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1- The Industrial Revolution and its consequences have been a disaster for the human race. They have greatly
increased the life-expectancy of those of us who live in “advanced” countries, but they have destabilized society,
have made life unfulfilling, have subjected human beings to indignities, have led to widespread psychological
suffering (in the Third World to physical suffering as well) and have inflicted severe damage on the natural world.
The continved development of technology will worsen the situation. It will certainly subject human beings to
greater indignities and inflict greater damage on the natural world, it will probably lead to greater social disruption
and psychological suffering, and it may lead to increased physical suffering even in “advanced” countries.
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TO CURE
TECHNOPHOBIA YOU NEED
ILLUSIONS THAT WORK.

2 « The industrial-technological system may survive or it
may break down. If it survives, it MAY eventually achieve a
low level of physical and psychological suffering, but only
after passing through a long and very painful period of
adjustment and only at the cost of permanently reducing
human beings and many other living organisms to engineered
products and mere cogs in the social machine. Furthermore, if
the system survives, the consequences will be inevitable: There 3 If the system breaks down the consequences will
is no way of reforming or modifying the system so as to still be very painful. But the bigger the system grows
prevent it from depriving people of dignity the more disastrous the results of its breakdown
and autonomy. will be, so if it is to break down it had best break
down sooner rather than later.

4- We therefore advocate a
revolution against the industrial
system. This revolution
may or may not make
use of violence; it may
be sudden or it may be

a relatively gradual

process spanning a
few decades. We
can’t predict any of that. But
we do outline in a very general way
the measures that those who hate the
industrial system should take in order to prepare
the way for a revolution against that form of society. This is not
to be a POLITICAL revolution. lts object will be to overthrow not governments
but the economic and technological basis of the present society.

Note: The complete version of Industrial Society and Its Future is available from the GA Distro (see page 75)
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A lot of people aren’t fooled by the new
technology. They know it means new levels of
tedium wherever work is required for survival.

At AT&T, we’re worried by their hostility.

That’s why we’re watching reactions to
automation so closely. To find out what people
will accept. And where they draw the line.

Our calculations can help them view their
domestication as inevitable, almost nice.

You see, at AT&T we know even the most
advanced technology can be dismantled by people
who want to live for themselves and not us.

AT&T. We help keep domination up to date.



