


Mathematical Sciences
From its pre-historic roots in simple counting to the algorithms powering 
modern desktop computers, from the genius of Archimedes to the genius of 
Einstein, advances in mathematical understanding and numerical techniques 
have been directly responsible for creating the modern world as we know 
it. This series will provide a library of the most influential publications and 
writers on mathematics in its broadest sense. As such, it will show not only 
the deep roots from which modern science and technology have grown, but 
also the astonishing breadth of application of mathematical techniques in the 
humanities and social sciences, and in everyday life.

The Works of Archimedes
‘It is not possible to find in geometry more difficult and troublesome 
questions, or more simple and lucid explanations. Some ascribe this to his 
natural genius; while others think that incredible effort and toil produced 
these, to all appearances, easy and unlaboured results…. His discoveries 
were numerous and admirable.’ Plutarch on Archimedes in The Parallel 
Lives, c. 100 CE Archimedes lived in the third century BCE, and died in the 
siege of Syracuse. Together with Euclid and Apollonius, he was one of the 
three great mathematicians of the ancient world, credited with astonishing 
breadth of thought and brilliance of insight. His practical inventions 
included the water-screw for irrigation, catapults and grappling devices for 
military defence on land and sea, compound pulley systems for moving large 
masses, and a model for explaining solar eclipses. According to Plutarch, 
however, Archimedes viewed his mechanical inventions merely as ‘diversions 
of geometry at play’. His principal focus lay in mathematics, where his 
achievements in geometry, arithmetic and mechanics included work on 
spheres, cylinders and floating objects. This classic 1897 text celebrated 
Archimedes’ achievements. Part 1 placed Archimedes in his historical 
context and presented his mathematical methods and discoveries, while Part 
2 contained translations of his complete known writings.
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PREFACE.

ri^HIS book is intended to form a companion volume to my
-�- edition of the treatise of Apollonius on Conic Sections

lately published. If it was worth while to attempt to make the
work of "the great geometer" accessible to the mathematician
of to-day who might not be able, in consequence of its length
and of its form, either to read it in the original Greek or in a
Latin translation, or, having read it, to master it and grasp the
whole scheme of the treatise, I feel that I owe even less of an
apology for offering to the public a reproduction, on the same
lines, of the extant works of perhaps the greatest mathematical
genius that the world has ever seen.

Michel Chasles has drawn an instructive distinction between
the predominant features of the geometry of Archimedes and
of the geometry which we find so highly developed in Apollo-
nius. Their works may be regarded, says Chasles, as the origin
and basis of two great inquiries which seem to share between
them the domain of geometry. Apollonius is concerned with
the Geometry of Forms and Situations, while in Archimedes
we find the Geometry of Measurements dealing with the quad-
rature of curvilinear plane figures and with the quadrature
and cubature of curved surfaces, investigations which "gave
birth to the calculus of the infinite conceived and brought
to perfection successively by Kepler, Cavalieri, Fermat, Leibniz,
and Newton." But whether Archimedes is viewed as the
man who, with the limited means at his disposal, nevertheless
succeeded in performing what are really integrations for the
purpose of finding the area of a parabolic segment and a
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spiral, the surface and volume of a sphere and a segment
of a sphere, and the volume of any segments of the solids
of revolution of the second degree, whether he is seen finding
the centre of gravity of a parabolic segment, calculating
arithmetical approximations to the value of ir, inventing a
system for expressing in words any number up to that which
we should write down with 1 followed by 80,000 billion
ciphers, or inventing the whole science of hydrostatics and at
the same time carrying it so far as to give a most complete
investigation of the positions of rest and stability of a right
segment of a paraboloid of revolution floating in a fluid, the
intelligent reader cannot fail to be struck by the remarkable
range of subjects and the mastery of treatment., And if these
are such as to create genuine enthusiasm in the student of
Archimedes, the style and method are no less irresistibly
attractive. One feature which will probably most impress the
mathematician accustomed to the rapidity and directness secured
by the generality of modern methods is the deliberation with
which Archimedes approaches the solution of any one of his
main problems. Yet this very characteristic, with its incidental
effects, is calculated to excite the more admiration because the
method suggests the tactics of some great strategist who
foresees everything; eliminates everything not immediately
conducive to the execution of his plan, masters every position
in its order, and then suddenly (when the very elaboration of
the scheme has almost obscured, in the mind of the spectator,
its ultimate object) strikes the final blow. Thus we read in
Archimedes proposition after proposition the bearing of which is
not immediately obvious but which we find infallibly used later
on; and we are led on by such easy stages that the difficulty of
the original problem, as presented at the outset, is scarcely
appreciated. As Plutarch says, "it is not possible to find in
geometry more difficult and troublesome questions, or more
simple and lucid explanations." But it is decidedly a rhetorical
exaggeration when Plutarch goes on to say that we are deceived
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by the easiness of the successive steps into the belief that anyone
could have discovered them for himself. On the contrary, the
studied simplicity and the perfect finish of the treatises involve
at the same time an element of mystery. Though each step
depends upon the preceding ones, we are left in the dark as to
how they were suggested to Archimedes. There is, in fact,
much truth in a remark of Wallis to the effect that he seems
" as it were of set purpose to have covered up the traces of his
investigation as if he had grudged posterity the secret of his
method of inquiry while he wished to extort from them assent
to his results." Wallis adds with equal reason that not only
Archimedes but nearly all the ancients so hid away from
posterity their method of Analysis (though it is certain that
they had one) that more modern mathematicians found it easier
to invent a new Analysis than to seek out the old. This is no
doubt the reason why Archimedes and other Greek geometers
have received so little attention during the present century and
why Archimedes is fbr the most part only vaguely remembered
as the inventor of a screw, while even mathematicians scarcely
know him except as the discoverer of the principle in hydro-
statics which bears his name. It is only of recent years that
we have had a satisfactory edition of the Greek text, that of
Heiberg brought out in 1880-1, and I know of no complete
translation since the German one of Nizze, published in 1824,
which is now out of print and so rare that I had some difficulty
in procuring a copy.

The plan of this work is then the same as that which I
followed in editing the Conies of Apollonius. In this case,
however, there has been less need as well as less opportunity for
compression, and it has been possible to retain the numbering
of the propositions and to enunciate them in a manner more
Hearly approaching the original without thereby making the
enunciations obscure. Moreover, the subject matter is not so
complicated as to necessitate absolute uniformity in the notation
used (which is the only means whereby Apollonius can be made
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even tolerably readable), though I have tried to secure as much
uniformity as was fairly possible. My main object has been to
present a perfectly faithful reproduction of the treatises as they
have come down to us, neither adding anything nor leaving out
anything essential or important. The notes are for the most
part intended to throw light on particular points in the text or
to supply proofs of propositions assumed by Archimedes as
known; sometimes I have thought it right to insert within
square brackets after certain propositions, and in the same type,
notes designed to bring out the exact significance of those
propositions, in cases where to place such notes in the Intro-
duction or at the bottom of the page might lead to their being
overlooked.

Much of the Introduction is, as will be seen, historical; the
rest is devoted partly to giving a more general view of certain
methods employed by Archimedes and of their mathematical
significance than would be possible in notes to separate propo-
sitions, and partly to the discussion of certain questions arising
out of the subject matter upon which we have no positive
historical data to guide us. In these latter cases, where it is
necessary to put forward hypotheses for the purpose of explaining
obscure points, I have been careful to call attention to their
speculative character, though I have given the historical evidence
where such can be quoted in support of a particular hypothesis,
my obj.ect being to place side by side the authentic information
which we possess and the inferences which have been or may
be drawn from it, in order that the reader may be in a position
to judge for himself how far he can accept the latter as probable.
Perhaps I may be thought to owe an apology for the length of
one chapter on the so-called vevo-eK, or inclinationes, which goes
somewhat beyond what is necessary for the elucidation of
Archimedes; but the subject is interesting, and I thought it
well to make my account of it as complete as possible in
order to round off, as it were, my- studies in Apollonius and
Archimedes.
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I have had one disappointment in preparing this book for
the press. I was particularly anxious to place on or opposite
the title-page a portrait of Archimedes, and I was encouraged
in this idea by the fact that the title-page of Torelli's edition
bears a representation in medallion form on which are endorsed
the words Archimedis effigies marmorea in veteri anaglypho
JRomae asservato. Caution was however suggested when I
found two more portraits wholly unlike this but still claiming to
represent Archimedes, one of them appearing at the beginning
of Peyrard's French translation of 1807, and the other in
Gronovius' Thesaurus Qraecarum Antiquitatum; and I thought
it well to inquire further into the matter. I am now informed
by Dr A. S. Murray of the British Museum that there does
not appear to be any authority for any one of the three, and
that writers on iconography apparently do not recognise an
Archimedes among existing portraits. I was, therefore, re-
luctantly obliged to give up my idea.

The proof sheets have, as on the former occasion, been read
over by my brother, Dr R. S. Heath, Principal of Mason College,
Birmingham; and I desire to take this opportunity of thanking
him for undertaking what might well have seemed, to any one
less genuinely interested in Greek geometry, a thankless task.

T. L. HEATH.

March, 1897.
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER I.

ARCHIMEDES.

A LIFE of Archimedes was written by one Heracleides*, but
this biography has not survived, and such particulars as are known
have to be collected from many various sources t- According to
TzetzesJ he died at the age of 75, and, as he perished in the sack
of Syracuse (B.C. 212), it follows that he was probably born about
287 B.C. He was the son of Pheidias the astronomer§, and was
on intimate terms with, if not related to, king Hieron and his

* Eutoeius mentions this work in his commentary on Archimedes' Measure-
ment of the circle, &fs <j>fi<su> 'UpaicXeldris iv r<p ' Apxwfidovs filip. H e alludes to i t

again in his commentary on Apollonius' Conks (ed. Heiberg, Vol. n. p. 168),
where, however, the name is wrongly given as 'HpdxXeios. This Heracleides is
perhaps the same as the Heracleides mentioned by Archimedes himself in the
preface to his book On Spirals.

t An exhaustive collection of the materials is given in Heiberg's Quaestiones
Archimedeae (1879). The preface to Torelli's edition also gives the main points,
and the same work (pp. 363�370) quotes at length most of the original
references to the mechanical inventions of Archimedes. Further, tbe article
Archimedes (by Hultsch) in Pauly-Wissowa's Real-Encyclopddie der classuchen
Altertumswissenschaften gives an entirely admirable summary of all the available
information. See also Snsemihrs Geschichte der griechischen Litteratur in der
Alexandrinerzeit, I. pp. 723�733.

% Tzetzes, Chiliad., n. 35, 105.
§ Pheidias is mentioned in the Sand-reckoner of Archimedes, T&V trpartpuv

barpoKbyav "E686£ov...$ei8la 81 TOV &fwv irarpos (the last words being the correction
�of Blass for TOG 'A.Koiira.Tpos, the reading of the text). Cf. Schol. Clark, in
Gregor. Nazianz. Or. 34, p. 355 a Morel. QeiSlas TO iih 7&0S i?"
iarpokb-yos b 'A
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son Gelon. I t appears from a passage of Diodorus* that he spent
a considerable time at Alexandria, where it may be inferred that
he studied with the successors of Euclid. I t may have been at
Alexandria that he made the acquaintance of Conon of Samos
(for whom he had the highest regard both as a mathematician
and as a personal friend) and of Eratosthenes. To the former
he was in the habit of communicating his discoveries before their
publication, and it is to the latter that the famous Cattle-problem
purports to have been sent. Another friend, to whom he dedicated
several of his works, was Dositheus of Pelusium, a pupil of Conon,
presumably at Alexandria though at a date subsequent to Archi-
medes' sojourn there.

After his return to Syracuse he lived a life entirely devoted
to mathematical research. Incidentally he made himself famous
by a variety of ingenious mechanical inventions. These things
were however merely the "diversions of geometry at playt," and
he attached no importance to them. In the words of Plutarch, " he
possessed so high a spirit, so profound a soul, and such treasures
of scientific knowledge that, though these inventions had obtained
for him the renown of. more than human sagacity, he yet would
not deign to leave behind him any written work on such subjects,
but, regarding as ignoble and sordid the business of mechanics
and every sort of art which is directed to use and profit, he placed
his whole ambition in those speculations in whose beauty and
subtlety there is no admixture of the common needs of life J." In
fact he wrote only one such mechanical book, On Sphere-making^,
to which allusion will be made later.

Some of his mechanical inventions were used with great effect
against the Eomans during the siege of Syracuse. Thus he contrived

* Diodorus v. 37, 3, ofls [TOI>S KOXX'BS] 'Apx'M1^9?8 » 'Svpcuconas eSpev, ore

iraptfia\ev eU Atytarrov.

t Plutarch, Marcellus, 14.
X ibid. 17.

§ Pappus VIII. p. 1026 (ed. Hultsch). Kdp7ros Sk rroi tyqoui 6 'A

px p

(TtpaipaToitav, TUV di &Wuv oiliv ij^iiaiiivai trwrdfai. nalroi irapa Tots TTOAXOIS

/jLijXa'"'KV 5o£acr0els Kal /UFyaXo^mjs TIS yev6/ievos 6 0avfia<rT6s iiceivos, ware

irapa irainv ivSpibirms iTrep^aXXAirws v/ivoii/ieros, TUV re Trpoyyovptvur yeu/ieTpiKijs

Kal dpifljUijTi/eijs ix°^va'' 8eaplas"ri ^paxirara SOKOVVTO. etvcu avrovSalwt (rwtypaipev

fls <pali>eTai. r i s elprmiras ]̂ri<TTi)/iMts OSTWS i.yairi]<ras <is /ir/Siv t!-w$ei> i

abrais
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catapults so ingeniously constructed as to be equally serviceable
at long or short ranges, machines for discharging showers of
missiles through holes made in the walls, and others consisting
of long moveable poles projecting beyond the walls which either
dropped heavy weights upon the enemy's ships, or grappled the
prows by means of an iron hand or a beak like that of a crane,
then lifted them into the air and let them fall again*. Marcellus
is said to have derided his own engineers and artificers with the
words, " Shall we not make an end of fighting against this geo-
metrical Briareus who, sitting at ease by the sea, plays pitch and
toss with our ships to our confusion, and by the multitude of
missiles that he hurls at us outdoes the hundred-handed giants of
mythology ?+"; but the exhortation had no effect, the Romans being
in such abject terror that "if they did but see a piece of rope
or wood projecting above the wall, they would cry 'there it is
again,' declaring that Archimedes was setting some engine in motion
against them, and would turn their backs and run away, insomuch
that Marcellus desisted from all conflicts and assaults, putting all
his hope in a long siege J."

If we are rightly informed, Archimedes died, as he had lived,
absorbed in mathematical contemplation. The accounts of the
exact circumstances of his death differ in some details. Thus
Livy says simply that, amid the scenes of confusion that followed
the capture of Syracuse, he was found intent on some figures which
he had drawn in the dust, and was killed by a soldier who did
not know who he was §. Plutarch gives more than one version in
the following passage. " Marcellus was most of all afflicted at
the death of Archimedes; for, as fate would have it, he was intent
on working out some problem with a diagram and, having fixed
his mind and his eyes alike on his investigation, he never noticed
the incursion of the Romans nor the capture of the city. And
when a soldier came up to him suddenly and bade him follow to

* Polybiua, Hist. vm. 7�8 ; Livy xxiv. 34; Plutarch, Marcellus, 15�17.
+ Plutarch, Marcellus, 17.
J ibid.
§ Livy xxv. 31. Cum multa irae, multa auaritiae foeda exempla ederentur,

Archimedem memoriae proditum est in tanto tumultu, quantum pauor captae
urbia in discursu diripientium militum ciere poterat, intentum formis, quas in
puluere descripserat, ab ignaro milite quis esset interfectum ; aegre id Marcellum
tulisse sepulturaeque curam habitam, et propinquis etiam inquisitis honori
praesidioque nomen ac memoriam eius fuisse.

H. A. b
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Marcellus, he refused to do so until he had worked out his problem
to a demonstration; whereat the soldier was so enraged that he
drew his sword and slew him. Others say that the Roman ran
up to him with a drawn sword offering to kill him; and, when
Archimedes saw him, he begged him earnestly to wait a short time
in order that he might not leave his problem incomplete and
unsolved, but the other took no notice and killed him. Again
there is a third account to the effect that, as he was carrying to
Marcellus some of his mathematical instruments, sundials, spheres,
and angles adjusted to the apparent size of the sun to the sight, some
soldiers met him and, being under the impression that he carried
gold in the vessel, slew him*." The most picturesque version of the
story is perhaps that which represents him as saying to a Roman
soldier who came too close, " Stand away, fellow, from my diagram,"
whereat the man was so enraged that he killed him f. The addition
made to this story by Zonaras, representing him as saying irapa
/ce<£aXdv KOX pr} irapa ypafufiuxv, while it no doubt recalls the second
version given by Plutarch, is perhaps the most far-fetched of the
touches put to the picture by later hands.

Archimedes is said to have requested his friends and relatives
to place upon his tomb a representation of a cylinder circumscribing
a sphere within it, together with an inscription giving the ratio
which the cylinder bears to the sphere J ; from which we may
infer that he himself regarded the discovery of this ratio [On the
Sphere and Cylinder, I. 33, 34] as his greatest achievement. Cicero,
when quaestor in Sicily, found the tomb in a neglected state and
restored it§.

Beyond the above particulars of the life of Archimedes, we
have nothing left except a number of stories, which, though perhaps
not literally accurate, yet help us to a conception of the personality
of the most original mathematician of antiquity which we would
not willingly have altered. Thus, in illustration of his entire
preoccupation by his abstract studies, we are told that he would
forget all about his food and such necessities of life, and would
be drawing geometrical figures in the ashes of the fire, or, when

* Plutarch, Marcellus, 19.
t Tzetzes, Ghil. n. 35, 135; Zonaras ix. 5.
X Plutarch, Marcellus, 17 ad fin.
§ Cicero, Tusc. v. 64 sq.
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anointing himself, in the oil on his body*. Of the same kind is
the well-known story that, when he discovered in a bath the
solution of the question referred to him by Hieron as to whether
a certain crown supposed to have been made of gold did not in
reality contain a certain proportion of silver, he ran naked through
the street to his home shouting evprjua, tvprjKaf.

According to Pappus £ it was in connexion with his discovery
of the solution of the problem To move a given weight by a given
force that Archimedes uttered the famous saying, " Give me a
place to stand on, and I can move the earth (Sos /noi TTOV <TTU> Ka\
Kiv<3 T-rjv yrjv)." Plutarch represents him as declaring to Hieron
that any given weight could be moved by a given force, and
boasting, in reliance on the cogency of his demonstration, that, if
he were given another earth, he would cross over to it and move
this one. "And when Hieron was struck with amazement and asked
him to reduce the problem to practice and to give an illustration
of some great weight moved by a small force, he fixed upon a ship
of burden with three masts from the king's arsenal which had
only been drawn up with great labour and many men; and loading
her with many passengers and a full freight, sitting himself the
while far off, with no great endeavour but only holding the end
of a compound pulley (iroXiio-7rao-Tos) quietly in his hand and pulling
at it, he drew the ship along smoothly and safely as if she were
moving through the sea§." According to Proclus the ship was one
which Hieron had had made to send to king Ptolemy, and, when all
the Syracusans with their combined strength were unable to launch
it, Archimedes contrived a mechanical device which enabled Hieron
to move it by himself, insomuch that the latter declared that
"from that day forth Archimedes was to be believed in every-
thing that he might say ||." While however it is thus established
that Archimedes invented some mechanical contrivance for moving
a large ship and thus gave a practical illustration of his thesis,
it is not certain whether the machine used was simply a compound

* Plutarch, Marcellus, 17.
t Vitruvius, Architect, ix. 3. For an explanation of the manner in which

Archimedes probably solved this problem, see the note following On floating
bodies, I. 7 (p. 259 sq.).

J Pappus vni. p. 1060.
§ Plutarch, Marcellus, 14.
|| Proclus, Comm. on Eucl. i., p. 63 (ed. Friedlein).
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pulley (iroXwiraoros) as stated by Plutarch; for Athenaeus*, in
describing the same incident, says that a helix was used. This
term must be supposed to refer to a machine similar to the xo^Xias
described by Pappus, in which a cog-wheel with oblique teeth
moves on a cylindrical helix turned by a handle f. Pappus, how-
ever, describes it in connexion with the /3apouA.Ko's of Heron, and,
while he distinctly refers to Heron as his authority, he gives no
hint that Archimedes invented either the /JapcwXicds or the par-
ticular Ko^Xtas; on the other hand, the iroXvoTraoros is mentioned
by Galen J, and the rpiWao-Tos (triple pulley) by Oribasius§, as one
of the inventions of Archimedes, the Tpuriratrros being so called
either from its having three wheels (Vitruvius) or three ropes
(Oribasius). Nevertheless, it may well be that though the ship
could easily be kept in motion, when once started, by the rpC-
criraoTos or iroAvoTraoros, Archimedes was obliged to use an appliance
similar to the Kô A-ias to give the first impulse.

The name of yet another instrument appears in connexion with
the phrase about moving the earth. Tzetzes' version is, " Give
me a place to stand on (ir<£ /?a>), and I will move the whole earth
with a xapurriw ||"; but, as in another passaged! he uses the word
rpiWaoros, it may be assumed that the two words represented one
and the same thing**.

It will be convenient to mention in this place the other
mechanical inventions of Archimedes. The best known is the

* Athenaeus v. 207 a - b , KaraaKevdaas yap l\iica rb TIJXUCOOTIW <ncii0os els TT\V

6&\aaaav Karqyaye' irpwTos d'' APX^STJS evpe rty TT/S HXIKOS KaTa<riceir/)i>. To the

same effeot is the statement of Eustathius ad II. in. p . 114 (ed. Stallb.) Xiyerai
Si ?Xi£ KCU n iuix<wys eTSos, 8 wp&ros eip&v o 'Apx'A")^7?' eiSont/iriat, <pcun, Si airov.

+ Pappus vm. pp. 1066, 1108 sq.
J Galen, in Hippocr. De artic, iv. 47 ( = XVIII. p. 747, ed. Kiihn).
§ Oribasius, Coll. med., XLIX. 22 (tv. p. 407, ed. Bussemaker), 'AveWlSovs 19

'Apx'A"i^ous TpUnrcurrov, described in the same passage as having been invented
irpbs T4S TUV 7rXo(a»' KafloX/fds.

|| Tzetzes, Chil. 11. 130.
% Ibid., III. 61 , 6 yrjn ivaairuv /x^xcwji TJ; Tpi.arri.aTif (Sowx4 6'jra j3w

** Heiberg compares Simplicius, Comm. in Aristot. Phys. (ed. Diels, p. 1110,
1. 2), rairri di TTJ avaXoylg. TOC KIVOVVTOS KCU TOO Ku/ovfUnov ical TOV

T6 araBiuariKiv opyavov rbv Ka\oti/ievov x a P ' ° " r ' a " ' a avaTtjaas 6 'A

rrjs dvaXoylas n-pox^poiaris enbixiraatv ixdvo T6 iro ^w xa! Ktvw rcti»
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water-screw* (also called KO%A.ias) which was apparently invented
by him in Egypt, for the purpose of irrigating fields. I t was
also used for pumping water out of mines or from the hold of
ships.

Another invention was that of a sphere constructed so as to
imitate the motions of the sun, the moon, and the five planets
in the heavens. Cicero actually saw this contrivance and gives a
description of it f, stating that it represented the periods of the
moon and the apparent motion of the sun with such accuracy that
it would even (over a short period) show the eclipses of the sun
and moon. Hultsch conjectures that it was moved by water f.
We know, as above stated, from Pappus that Archimedes wrote
a book on the construction of such a sphere (irtpl o-<£<upo7rouas),
and Pappus speaks in one place of " those who understand the
making of spheres and produce a model of the heavens by means
of the regular circular motion of water." In any case it is certain
that Archimedes was much occupied with astronomy. Livy calls
him "unicus spectator caeli siderumque." Hipparchus says§,
"From these observations it is clear that the differences in the
years are altogether small, but, as to the solstices, I almost
think (OVK direA.7ri£(o) that both I and Archimedes have erred to
the extent of a quarter of a day both in the observation and in the
deduction therefrom." I t appears therefore that Archimedes had
considered the question of the length of the year, as Ammianus
also states |]. Macrobius says that he discovered the distances of
the planets If. Archimedes himself describes in the Sand-reckoner
the apparatus by which he measured the apparent diameter of the
sun, or the angle subtended by it at the eye.

The story that he set the Roman ships on fire by an arrange-
ment of burning-glasses or concave mirrors is not found in any

* Diodorus i. 34, v. 37; Vitruvius x. 16 (11); PMlo in. p. 330 (ed. Pfeiffer);
Strabo xvn. p. 807; Athenaeus v. 208 f.

+ Cicero, De rep,, i. 21-22; Tusc, i. 63; De nat. deor., n. 88. Cf. Ovid,
Fasti, vi. 277; Lactantius, Instil., n. 5, 18; Martianus Capella, n. 212, vi.
583 sq.; Claudian, Epigr. 18 ; Sextus Empiricus, p. 416 (ed. Bekker).

X Zeitsehrift f. Math. u. Physik (hist. litt. Abth.), xxn. (1877), 106 sq.
§ Ptolemy, aivTafa, I. p. 153.
|| Ammianus Marcell., xxvi. i. 8.
% Macrobius, in Somn. Scip., II. 3.
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authority earlier than Lucian*; and the so-called loculus Archi-
medius, which was a sort of puzzle made of 14 pieces of ivory of
different shapes cut out of a square, cannot be supposed to be his
invention, the explanation of the name being perhaps that it was
only a method of expressing that the puzzle was cleverly made,
in the same way as the Trp6p\rjfx.a 'Ap^i^Sei.ov came to be simply
a proverbial expression for something very difficult t-

* The same story is told of Proclus in Zonaras xiv. 3. For the other
references on the subject see Heiberg's Quaestiones Archimedeae, pp. 39-41.

t Cf. also Tzetzes, Chil. xn. 270, TW> 'Apxi/Jtydovs u.7ixa"<2" XP^"-" ?Xa-



CHAPTER II.

MANUSCRIPTS AND PRINCIPAL EDITIONS�ORDER OF
COMPOSITION�DIALECT�LOST WORKS.

THE sources of the text and versions are very fully described
by Heiberg in the Prolegomena to Vol. m. of his edition of Archi-
medes, where the editor supplements and to some extent amends
what he had previously written on the same subject in his dis-
sertation entitled Quaestiones Arckimedeae (1879). I t will there-
fore suffice here to state briefly the main points of the discussion.

The MSS. of the best class all had a common origin in a MS.
which, so far as is known, is no longer extant. I t is described
in one of the copies made from it (to be mentioned later and dating
from some time between A.D. 1499 and 1531) as 'most ancient'
(iraXaioTarov), and all the evidence goes to show that it was written
as early as the 9th or 10th century. At one time it was in the
possession of George Valla, who taught at Venice between the
years 1486 and 1499; and many important inferences with regard
to its readings can be drawn from some translations of parts of
Archimedes and Eutocius made by Valla himself and published
in his book entitled de expetendis et fugiendis rebus (Venice, 1501).
It appears to have been carefully copied from an original belonging
to some one well versed in mathematics, and it contained figures
drawn for the most part with great care and accuracy, but there
was considerable confusion between the letters in the figures and
those in the text. This MS., after the death of Valla in 1499,
became the property of Albertus Pius Carpensis (Alberto Pio,
prince of Carpi). Part of his library passed through various hands
and ultimately reached the Vatican ; but the fate of the Valla
MS. appears to have been different, for we hear of its being in
the possession of Cardinal Rodolphus Pius (Rodolfo Pio), a nephew
of Albertus, in 1544, after which it seems to have disappeared.
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The three most important MSS. extant are:
F (= Codex Florentinus bibliothecae Laurentianae Mediceae

plutei xxvm. 4to.).
B (= Codex Parisinus 2360, olim Mediceus).
C (= Codex Parisinus 2361, Fouteblandensis).

Of these it is certain that B was copied from the Valla MS.
This is proved by a note on the copy itself, which states that the
archetype formerly belonged to George Valla and afterwards to
Albertus Pius. From this it may also be inferred that B was
written before the death of Albertus in 1531; for, if at the date
of B the Valla MS. had passed to Rodolphus Pius, the name of
the latter would presumably have been mentioned. The note re-
ferred to also gives a list of peculiar abbreviations used in the
archetype, which list is of importance for the purpose of com-
parison with F and other MSS.

From a note on C it appears that that MS. was written by
one Christophorus Auverus at Rome in 1544, at the expense of
Georgius Armagniacus (Georges d'Armagnac), Bishop of Rodez,
then on a mission from King Francis I. to Pope Paul III . Further,
a certain Guilelmus Philander, in a letter to Francis I. published
in an edition of Vitruvius (1552), mentions that he was allowed,
by the kindness of Cardinal Rodolphus Pius, acting at the instance
of Georgius Armagniacus, to see and make extracts from a volume
of Archimedes which was destined to adorn the library founded
by Francis at Fontainebleau. He adds that the volume had been
the property of George Valla. We can therefore hardly doubt
that C was the copy which Georgius Armagniacus had made in
order to present it to the library at Fontainebleau.

Now F, B and C all contain the same works of Archimedes
and Eutocius, and in the same order, viz. (1) two Books de sphaera
et cylindro, (2) de dimensione circuit, (3) de conoidibus, (4) de
lineis spiralibus, (5) de plants aeque ponderantibus, (6) arenarius,
(7) quadratura parabolae, and the commentaries of Eutocius on
(1) (2) and (5). At the end of the quadratura parabolae both
F and B give the following lines:

tvru^otr/s Xcov yetofLtTpa.
iroXXovs eis Xvxa/JavTas tois TTOXV <£tXTar£ [novaais.

F and C also contain mensurae from Heron and two fragments
�xepi (TraOfimv and irepi fxtTpiiiv, the order being the same in both
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and the contents only differing in the one respect that the last
fragment irepi fiir/xov is slightly longer in F than in C.

A short preface to C states that the first page of the archetype
was so rubbed and worn with age that not even the name of
Archimedes could be read upon it, while there was no copy at
Rome by means of which the defect could be made good, and
further that the last page of Heron's de mensuris was similarly
obliterated. Now in F the first page was apparently left blank
at first and afterwards written in by a different hand with many
gaps, while in B there are similar deficiencies and a note attached
by the copyist is to the effect that the first page of the archetype
was indistinct. In another place (p. 4 of Vol. in., ed. Heiberg)
all three MSS. have the same lacuna, and the scribe of B notes
that one whole page or even two are missing.

Now C could not have been copied from F because the last
page of the fragment ircpl /xtTptov is perfectly distinct in F ; and,
on the other hand, the archetype of F must have been illegible
at the end because there is no word TAOS at the end of F, nor any
other of the signs by which copyists usually marked the completion
of their task. Again, Valla's translations show that his MS. had
certain readings corresponding to correct readings in B and C
instead of incorrect readings given by F. Hence F cannot have
been Valla's MS. itself.

The positive evidence about F is as follows. Valla's trans-
lations, with the exception of the few readings just referred to,
agree completely with the text of F. From a letter written at
Venice in 1491 by Angelus Politianus (Angelo Poliziano) to Lau-
rentius Mediceus (Lorenzo de' Medici), it appears that the former
had found a MS. at Venice containing works by Archimedes and
Heron and proposed to have it copied. As G. Valla then lived
at Venice, the MS. can hardly have been any other but his, and
no doubt F was actually copied from it in 1491 or soon after.
Confirmatory evidence for this origin of F is found in the fact
that the form of most of the letters in it is older than the 15th
century, and the abbreviations etc., while they all savour of an
ancient archetype, agree marvellously with the description which
the note to B above referred to gives of the abbreviations used
in Valla's MS. Further, it is remarkable that the corrupt passage
corresponding to the illegible first page of the archetype just takes
up one page of F, no more and no less.
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The natural inference from all the evidence is that F, B and
C all had their origin in the Valla MS. ; and of the three F is
the most trustworthy. For (1) the extreme care with which the
copyist of F kept to the original is illustrated by a number of
mistakes in it which correspond to Valla's readings but are cor-
rected in B and C, and (2) there is no doubt that the writer of
B was somewhat of an expert and made many alterations on his
own authority, not always with success.

Passing to other MSS., we know that Pope Nicholas V. had
a MS. of Archimedes which he caused to be translated into Latin.
The translation was made by Jacobus Cremonensis (Jacopo Cas-
siani*), and one copy of this was written out by Joannes Regio-
montanus (Johann Mtiller of Kb'nigsberg, near Hassfurt, in Fran-
conia), about 14G1, who not only noted in the margin a number
of corrections of the Latin but added also in many places Greek
readings from another MS. This copy by Regiomontanus is pre-
served at Niimberg and was the source of the Latin translation
given in the editio princeps of Thomas Gechauff Venatorius (Basel,
1544); it is called Nb by Heiberg. (Another copy of the same
translation is alluded to by Regiomontanus, and this is doubtless
the Latin MS. 327 of 15th c. still extant at Venice.) From the
fact that the translation of Jacobus Cremonensis has the same
lacuna as that in F, B and C above referred to (Vol. in., ed.
Heiberg, p. 4), it seems clear that the translator had before him
either the Valla MS. itself or (more likely) a copy of it, though
the order of the books in the translation differs in one respect
from that in our MSS., viz. that the arenarius comes after instead
of before the quadrature*, parabolae.

It is probable that the Greek MS. used by Regiomontanus was V
(= Codex Venetus Marcianus cccv. of the 15th a), which is still extant
and contains the same books of Archimedes and Eutocius with the
same fragment of Heron as F has, and in the same order. If the
above conclusion that F dates from 1491 or thereabouts is correct,
then, as V belonged to Cardinal Bessarione who died in 1472, it
cannot have been copied from F, and the simplest way of accounting
for its similarity to F is to suppose that it too was derived from
Valla's MS.

* Tiraboschi, Storia della Letteratura Italiana, Vol. vi. Pt. 1 (p. 358 of the
edition of 1807). Cantor (Vorlesungen ub. Gesch. d. Math., n. p. 192) gives the
full name and title as Jaoopo da S. Cassiano Cremonese canonico regolare.
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Regiomontanus mentions, in a note inserted later than, the
rest and in different ink, two other Greek MSS., one of which he
calls " exemplar vetus apud magistrum Paulum." Probably the
monk Paulus (Albertini) of Venice is here meant, whose date was
1430 to 1475; and it is possible that the "exemplar vetus" is
the MS. of Valla.

The two other inferior MSS., viz. A (= Codex Parisinus 2359,
olirn Mediceus) and D (= Cod. Parisinus 2362, Ponteblandensis),
owe their origin to V.

It is next necessary to consider the probabilities as to the MSS.
used by Nicolas Tartaglia for his Latin translation of certain of
the works of Archimedes. The portion of this translation published
at Venice in 1543 contained the books de centris gravium vel de
aequerepentibus I�II, tetragonismus \j>arabolae\, dimensio circuit
and de insidentibus aquae I; the rest, consisting of Book I I de
insidentibus aquae, was published with Book 1 of the same treatise,
after Tartaglia's death in 1557, by Troianus Curtius (Venice, 1565).
Now the last-named treatise is not extant in any Greek MS. and,
as Tartaglia adds it, without any hint of a separate origin, to the
rest of the books which he says he took from a mutilated and
almost illegible Greek MS., it might easily be inferred that the
Greek MS. contained that treatise also. But it is established, by
a letter written by Tartaglia himself eight years later (1551) that
he then had no Greek text of the Books de insidentibus aquae, and
it would be strange if it had disappeared in so short a time without
leaving any trace. Further, Commandinus in the preface to his
edition of the same treatise (Bologna, 1565) shows that he had
never heard of a Greek text of it. Hence it is most natural to
suppose that it reached Tartaglia from some other source and in the
Latin translation only*.

The fact that Tartaglia speaks of the old MS. which he used
as "fracti et qui vix legi poterant libri," at practically the same
time as the writer of the preface to C was giving a similar de-
scription of Valla's MS., makes it probable that the two were

* The Greek fragment of Book I., irepl TQV iidan iKpiarafiivoiv rj irepl rdv
iXovfUvuv, edited by A. Mai from two Vatican MSS. (Glassici auct. i. p. 426-30 ;
Vol. II. of Heiberg's edition, pp. 356-8), seems to be of doubtful authenticity.
Except for the first proposition, it contains enunciations only and no proofs.
Heiberg is inclined to think that it represents an attempt at retranslation into
Greek made by some mediaeval scholar, and he compares the similar attempt
made by Ri vault.
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identical; and this probability is confirmed by a considerable agree-
ment between the mistakes in Tartaglia and in Valla's versions.

But in the case of the quadratura parabolae and the dimensio
circuli Tartaglia adopted bodily, without alluding in any way to
the source of it, another Latin translation published by Lucas
Gauricus " Iuphanensis ex regno Neapolitano" (Luca Gaurico of
Gifuni) in 1503, and he copied it so faithfully as to reproduce most
obvious errors and perverse punctuation, only filling up a few
gaps and changing some figures and letters. This translation by
Gauricus is seen, by means of a comparison with Valla's readings
and with the translation of Jacobus Oremonensis, to have been
made from the same MS. as the latter, viz. that of Pope Nicolas V.

Even where Tartaglia used the Valla MS. he does not seem
to have taken very great pains to decipher it when it was
not easily legible�it may be that he was unused to deciphering
MSS.�and in such cases he did not hesitate to draw from other
sources. In one place (de planor. equilib. II. 9) he actually
gives as the Archimedean proof a paraphrase of Eutocius some-
what retouched and abridged, and in many other instances he
has inserted corrections and interpolations from another Greek
MS. which he once names. This MS. appears to have been a copy
made from F, with interpolations due to some one not unskilled
in the subject-matter; and this interpolated copy of F was ap-
parently also the source of the Niirnberg MS. now to be mentioned.

Na (= Codex Norimbergensis) was written in the 16th century
and brought from Rome to Niirnberg by Wilibald Pirckheymer.
It contains the same works of Archimedes and Eutocius, and in
the same order, as F, but was evidently not copied from F direct,
while, on the other hand, it agrees so closely with Tartaglia's
version as to suggest a common origin. Na was used by Vena-
torius in preparing the editio princeps, and Venatorius corrected
many mistakes in it with his own hand by notes in the margin
or on slips attached thereto; he also made many alterations in
the body of it, erasing the original, and sometimes wrote on it
directions to the printer, so that it was probably actually used
to print from. The character of the MS. shows it to belong to
the same class as the others; it agrees with them in the more
important errors and in having a similar lacuna at the beginning.
Some mistakes common to it and F alone show that its source was
F, though at second hand, as above indicated.
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It remains to enumerate the principal editions of the Greek
text and the published Latin versions which are based, wholly or
partially, upon direct collation of the MSS. These are as follows,
in addition to Gaurico's and Tartaglia's translations.

1. The editio princeps published at Basel in 1544 by Thomas
Gechauff Venatorius under the title Archimedis opera quae quidem
exstant omnia nunc prinium graece et latine in lucem edita. Adiecta
quoque sunt Eutocii Ascalonitae commentaria item graece et latine
nunquam antea excusa. The Greek text and the Latin version in
this edition were taken from different sources, that of the Greek
text being Na, while the translation was Joannes Regiomontanus'
revised copy (Nb) of the Latin version made by Jacobus Cremo-
nensis from the MS. of Pope Nicolas V. The revision by
Regiomontanus was effected by the aid of (1) another copy of
the same translation still extant, (2) other Greek MSS., one of
which was probably V, while another may have been Valla's MS.
itself.

2. A translation by F. Commandinus (containing the following
works, circuli dimensio, de lineis spiralibus, quadratura parabolae,
de conoidibus et sphaeroidibus, de arenae numero) appeared at
Venice in 1558 under the title Archimedis opera nonnulla in
latinum conversa et commentariis illustrata. For this translation
several MSS. were used, among which was V, but none preferable
to those which we now possess.

3. D. Rivault's edition, Archimedis opera quae exstant graece
et latine novis demonstr. et comment, illustr. (Paris, 1615), gives
only the propositions in Greek, while the proofs are in Latin and
somewhat retouched. Rivault followed the Basel editio princeps
with the assistance of B.

4. Torelli's edition (Oxford, 1792) entitled 'Apx'/^Sous i-a aro>-
£,6fi.eva fjifTa T<OV Eiro/aou 'AaxaAamTOv VTrojj.vt)jjArtav, Archimedis
quae supersunt omnia cum Eutocii Ascalonitae commentariis ex
recensione J. Torelli Veronensis cum nova versione latina. Acced-
unt lectiones variantes ex codd. Mediceo et Parisiensibus. Torelli
followed the Basel editio princeps in the main, but also collated
V. The book was brought out after Torelli's death by Abram
Robertson, who added the collation of five more MSS., F, A, B, C, D,
with the Basel edition. The collation however was not well done,
and the edition was not properly corrected when in the press.
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5. Last of all comes the definitive edition of Heiberg (Archi-
medis opera omnia cum commentariis Eutocii. E codice Florentino
recensuit, Latine uertit notisque illustrauit J. L. Heiberg. Leipzig,
1880�1).

The relation of all the MSS. and the above editions and trans-
lations is well shown by Heiberg in the following scheme (with
the omission, however, of his own edition):

Codex Uallae saec. ix�x
Cod. Nicolai V

o. 1453
F

c. 1491
Tartalea
a. 1543

V
saec. xv

Cod. Tartaleae n

N" saee. xvi

Ed. Basil. 1544

B
c. 1500

Ed. Eiualti
a. 1615

C
a. 1544

A, D
saee. xvi

Commandinus
1558

Torellius 1792

Gauricus Cremonensis c. 1460

Cod. Uenet. 327
saec xv

N», c. 1461

The remaining editions which give portions of Archimedes in
Greek, and the rest of the translations of the complete works or
parts of them which appeared before Heiberg's edition, were not
based upon any fresh collation of the original sources, though some
excellent corrections of the text were made by some of the editors,
notably Wallis and Nizze. The following books may be mentioned.

Joh. Chr. Sturm, Des unvergleichlichen Archimedis Kunstbucher,
ubersetzt und erldutert (Nurnberg, 1670), This translation em-
braced all the works extant in Greek and followed three years
after the same author's separate translation of the Sand-reckoner.
It appears from Sturm's preface that he principally used the edition
of Rivault.

Is. Barrow, Opera Archimedis, Apollonii Pergaei conicorum libri,
Theodosii sphaerica methodo novo illustrata et demonstrate, (London,
1675).

Wallis, Archimedis arenarius et dimensio circuit, Eutocii in hanc
commentarii cum versione et notis (Oxford, 1678), also given
in Wallis' Opera, Vol. in. pp. 509�546.

Karl Friedr. Hauber, Archimeds zivei Biicher uber Kugel und
Cylinder. Ebendesselben Kreismessung. Uebersetzt mit Anmerkungen
u. s. w. begleitet (Tubingen, 1798).
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F. Peyrard, CEuvres d'Archimede, traduites litteralement, avec

un commentaire, suivies d'un memoire du traducteur, sur un nouveau

miroir ardent, et d'un autre memoire de M. Delambre, sur Varith-

metique des Grecs. (Second edition, Paris, 1808.)

Ernst Nizze, Archimedes von Syrakus vorhandene Werke, aus dem

Griechischen ubersetzt und mit erlauternden und kritischen Anmer-

kungen begleitet (Stralsund, 1824).

The MSS. give the several treatises in the following order.

1. irepi o-^cupas KOX KvXLvhpov a /3', two Books On the Sphere

and Cylinder.

2. KVKXOV ft,eTpr)<rLs*, Measurement of a Circle.

3. Trepi KtovoeiSecov xai o-<£aipoeiSeW, On Conoids and SpJieroids.

i . irepl eXUwv, On Spirals.

5. eirurcSw lo-oppoTTLoiv a /3't, two Books On the Equilibrium

of Planes.

6. i/'aju/itnjs, The Sand-reckoner.

7. TirpayoiVLo-fjio's Trapa/JoXiJs (a name substituted later for that

given to the treatise by Archimedes himself, which must

undoubtedly have been TtTpayu>viafi.6<; Trjs TOO opOoymviov

KOJCOU TO/JLTJSI), Quadrature of the Parabola.

To these should be added

8. Trept dxov[iev(i>v§, the Greek title of the treatise On floating

bodies, only preserved in a Latin translation.

* Pappus alludes (i. p. 312, ed. Hultseh) to the KIJKXOV /iirpri<ns in the words
iv T$ Tepl rijs TOO K6K\OV irepupepelas.

t Archimedes himself twice alludes to properties proved in Book i. as
demonstrated iv TOIS IMIXCWIKOTS (Quadrature of the Parabola, Props. 6, 10).
Pappus (vin. p. 1034) quotes TO. 'Apxw/l&ovs irepl iaoppo-nuiv. The beginning of
Book i. is also cited by Proclus in his Commentary on Eucl. i., p. 181, where the
reading should be TOV d laoppowiiSv, and not � dvicroppomuv (Hultseh).

$ The name ' parabola' was first applied to the curve by Apollonius. Archi-
medes always used the old term ' section of a right-angled cone.' Cf. Eutocius
(Heiberg, vol. i n . , p . 342) dtSeiKTcu iv T<jJ irepl TT\% TOO 6p6oyoiviov KUVOV TO/J.TJS.

§ This title corresponds to the references to the book in Strabo i. p. 54
('A/>xi/«)5?js iv TOIS irepl T I* 6%OVIUVOII>) and Pappus vm. p. 1024 (us'ApxwfiSris
ixovnivois). The fragment edited by Mai has a longer title, irepl TWV Vdan
tyufTaiUvtav )J Tepl TUV dxov/iivuv, where the first part corresponds to Tartaglia's
version, de insidentibus aquae, and to that of Gommandinus, de us quae vehun-
tur in aqua. But Archimedes intentionally used the more general word bypbv
(fluid) instead of iSwp; and hence the shorter title irepl dxovpe'vuv, de Us quae
in humido vehuntur (Torelli and Heiberg), seems the better.



xxxii INTKODUCTION.

The books were not, however, written in the above order; and
Archimedes himself, partly through his prefatory letters and partly
by the use in later works of properties proved in earlier treatises,
gives indications sufficient to enable the chronological sequence
to be stated approximately as follows :

1. On the equilibrium, of planes, I.
2. Quadrature of the Parabola.
3. On the equilibrium of planes, II.
4. On the Sphere and Cylinder, I, II.
5. On Spirals.

6. On Conoids and Spheroids.

7. On floating bodies, I, II.
8. Measurement of a circle.

9. The Sand-reckoner.

It should however be observed that, with regard to (7), no
more is certain than that it was written after (6), and with regard
to (8) no more than that it was later than (4) and before (9).

In addition to the above we have a collection of Lemmas (Liber
Assumptorum) which has reached us through the Arabic. The
collection was first edited by S. Foster, Miscellanea (London, 1659),
and next by Borelli in a book published at Florence, 1661, in
which the title is given as Liber assumptorum Arehimedis interprete
Thebit ben Kora et exponents doctore Almochtasso Abilhasan. The
Lemmas cannot, however, have been written by Archimedes in
their present form, because his name is quoted in them more than
once. The probability is that they were propositions collected by
some Greek writer* of a later date for the purpose of elucidating
some ancient work, though it is quite likely that some of th.e
propositions were of Archimedean origin, e.g. those concerning
the geometrical figures called respectively ap/3r)\os\ (literally

* It would seem that the compiler of the Liber Assumptorum must have
drawn, to a considerable extent, from the same sources as Pappus. The
number of propositions appearing substantially in the same form in both
collections is, I think, even greater than has yet been noticed. Tannery [La
G4ometrie grecque, p. 162) mentions, as instances, Lemmas 1, 4, 5, 6; but it
will be seen from the notes in this work that there are several other coin-
cidences.

+ Pappus gives (p. 208) what he calls an 'ancient proposition' (ipxala
wpdrains) about the same figure, which he describes as XWP'0"> 8 B17 KaXov/nv
apprjkov. Cf. the note to Prop. 6 (p. 308). The meaning of the word is gathered
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'shoemaker's knife') and o-aXivov (probably a 'salt-cellar'*), and
Prop. 8 which bears on the problem of trisecting an angle.

from the Scholia to Nicander, Theriaca, 423: 5pj3i)Xoi \4yovrat T4 KVK\orepij
<xi5ifipta, oh ol <TKVTOT6/XOI. Tip.vov<n xal ftfowt TA. Sipfmra. Cf. Hesychius ,
&v6.pPijka, T& /ij; i£e<T/j,4i>a iip/iara' bpfirfKoi yi.p rd <r/uMa.

* The best authorities appear to hold that in any case the name <rd\ivov was
not applied to the figure in question by Archimedes himself but by some later
writer. Subject to this remark, I believe <rd\ivoi> to be simply a Graecised
form of the Latin word salinum. We know that a salt-cellar was an essential
part of the domestic apparatus in Italy from the early days of the Roman
Republic. "All who were raised above poverty had one of silver which
descended from father to son (Hor., Carm. n. 16, 13, Liv. xxvi. 36), and
was accompanied by a silver patella which was used together with the salt-
cellar in the domestic sacrifices (Pers. in. 24, 25). These two articles of
silver were alone compatible with the simplicity of Boman manners in the
early times of the Republic (Plin., H. N. XXXIII. § 153, Val. Max. rv. 4, § 3).
...In shape the salinum was probably in most cases a round shallow bowl"
[Diet, of Greek and Roman Antiquities, article salinum]. Further we have
in the early chapters of Mommsen's History of Rome abundant evidence
of similar transferences of Latin words to the Sicilian dialect of Greek. Thus
(Book i., ch. xiii.) it is shown that, in consequence of Latino-Sicilian com-
merce, certain words denoting measures of weight, libra, triens, quadrans,
sextans, uncia, found their way into the common speech of Sicily in the third
century of the city under the forms \lrpa, rptas, rerpas, £|Ss, oiyda. Similarly
Latin law-terms (ch. xi.) were transferred; thus mutuum (a form of loan)
became /J.OITOV, career (a prison) /cdpnapov. Lastly, the Latin word for lard,
arvina, became in Sicilian Greek dpplvi), and patina (a dish) int.Ti.vi). The last
word is as close a parallel for the supposed transfer of salinum as could be
wished. Moreover the explanation of <rd\<.vov as salinum has two obvious
advantages in that (1) it does not require any alteration in the word, and

(2) the resemblance of the lower curve to an ordinary type of salt-cellar is
evident. I should add, as confirmation of my hypothesis, that Dr A. S. Murray,
of the British Museum, expresses the opinion that we cannot be far wrong in
accepting as a salinum one of the small silver bowls in the Boman ministerium

H. A. C
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Archimedes is further credited with the authorship of the
Cattle-problem enunciated in the epigram edited by Lessing in
1773. According to the heading prefixed to the epigram it was
communicated by Archimedes to the mathematicians at Alexandria
in a letter to Eratosthenes*. There is also in the Scholia to Plato's
Charm-ides 165 E a reference to the problem "called by Archimedes
the Cattle-problem" (TO K\TI6\V v-ir 'ApxiprjSovs fioeiKov irpoftXrHia).

The question whether Archimedes really propounded the problem,
or whether his name was only prefixed to it in order to mark the
extraordinary difficulty of it, has been much debated. A complete
account of the arguments for and against is given in an article
by Krumbiegel in the Zeitschrift fur Mathematik und PhysiJc
(Hist. litt. Abtheilung) xxv. (1880), p. 121 sq., to which Amthor
added (ibid. p. 153 sq.) a discussion of the problem itself. The
general result of Krumbiegel's investigation is to show (1) that

at the Museum which was found at Chaourse (Aisne) in France and is of a
section sufficiently like the curve in the Salinon.

The other explanations of a-dXivov which have been suggested are as follows.
(1) Cantor connects it with <rd\os, " das Schwanken des hohen Meeres,"

and would presumably translate it as wave-line. But the resemblance ia
not altogether satisfactory, and the termination -aiov would need explanation.

(2) Heiberg says the word is "sine dubio ab Arabibus deprauatum," and
suggests that it should be <r£\i.vov, parsley ("ex similitudine frondis apii").
But, whatever may be thought of the resemblance, the theory that the word is
corrupted is certainly not supported by the analogy of <S£pjSi;\os which is correctly
reproduced by the Arabs, as we know from the passage of Pappus referred to in
the last note.

(3) Dr Gow suggests that <rd\ivov may be a ' sieve,' comparing <rd\a£. But
this guess is not supported by any evidence.

* The heading is, Hp6^\riixa 8irep 'Apxi/xi}5?)s iv iiriypdii/jia<nv evpiiv rots iv
'A\e$;avdp�iq. Tepl ravra Trpayfrnrevofjiivois ^TJTMV diri<TT�i\ev iv rrj wpbs Epa.TO<rdivT]v

rbv Kvprivaiov iiruTToKij. Heiberg translates this as " the problem which
Archimedes discovered and sent in an epigram...in a letter to Eratosthenes."
He admits however that the order of words is against this, as is also the use of
the plural iinypA/j./j.a(nv. It is clear that to take the two expressions iv
£Triypd/j./j,a<nv and iv iTurroXfj as both following am-iartiXev is very awkward. In
fact there seems to be no alternative but to translate, as Krumbiegel does, in
accordance with the order of the words, "a problem which Archimedes found
among (some) epigrams and sent.. .in his letter to Eratosthenes " ; and this sense
is certainly unsatisfactory. Hultsch remarks that, though the mistake vpay-
/iaTov/xivois for irpay/j.a.Tevofi.4vois and the composition of the heading as a whole
betray the hand of a writer who lived some centuries after Archimedes, yet he
must have had an earlier source of information, because he could hardly have
invented the story of the letter to Eratosthenes.
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the epigram can hardly have been written by Archimedes in its
present form, but (2) that it is possible, nay probable, that the
problem was in substance originated by Archimedes. Hultsch* has
an ingenious suggestion as to the occasion of it. I t is known that
Apollonius in his WKVTOKIOV had calculated a closer approximation to
the value of rr than that of Archimedes, and he must therefore have
worked out more difficult multiplications than those contained in
the Measurement of a circle. Also the other work of Apollonius
on the multiplication of large numbers, which is partly preserved
in Pappus, was inspired by the Sand-reckoner of Archimedes; and,
though we need not exactly regard the treatise of Apollonius as
polemical, yet it did in fact constitute a criticism of the earlier
book. Accordingly, that Archimedes should then reply with a
problem which involved such a manipulation of immense numbers
as would be difficult even for Apollonius is not altogether outside
the bounds of possibility. And there is an unmistakable vein of
satire in the opening words of the epigram " Compute the number
of the oxen of the Sun, giving thy mind thereto, if thou hast a
share of wisdom," in the transition from the first part to the
second where it is said that ability to solve the first part would
entitle one to be regarded as "not unknowing nor unskilled in
numbers, but still not yet to be numbered among the wise," and
again in the last lines. Hultsch concludes that in any case the
problem is not much later than the time of Archimedes and dates
from the beginning of the 2nd century B.C. at the latest.

Of the extant books it is certain that in the 6th century A.D.
only three were generally known, viz. On the Sphere and Cylinder,
the Measurement of a circle, and On the equilibrium of planes. Thus
Eutocius of Ascalon who wrote commentaries on these works only
knew the Quadrature of the Parabola by name and had never seen
it nor the book On Spirals. Where passages might have been
elucidated by references to the former book, Eutocius gives ex-
planations derived from Apollonius and other sources, and he
speaks vaguely of the discovery of a straight line equal to the
circumference of a given circle "by means of certain spirals,"
whereas, if he had known the treatise On Spirals, he would have
quoted Prop. 18. There is reason to suppose that only the three
treatises on which Eutocius commented were contained in the

* Pauly-Wissowa's Real-Encyclopadie, n. 1, pp. 534, 5.

c2
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ordinary editions of the time such as that of Isidorus of Miletus,
the teacher of Eutocius, to which the latter several times alludes.

In these circumstances the wonder is that so many more books
have survived to the present day. As it is, they have lost to a
considerable extent their original form. Archimedes wrote in the
Doric dialect*, but in the best known books (On the Sphere and
Cylinder and the Measurement of a circle) practically all traces
of that dialect have disappeared, while a partial loss of Doric forms
has taken place in other books, of which however the Sand-
reckoner has suffered least. Moreover in all the books, except the
Sand-reckoner, alterations and additions were first of all made by
an interpolator who was acquainted with the Doric dialect, and
then, at a date subsequent to that of Eutocius, the book On the
Sphere and Cylinder and the Measurement of a circle were completely
recast.

Of the lost works of Archimedes the following can be identified.

1. Investigations relating to polyhedra are referred to by
Pappus who, after alluding (v. p. 352) to the five regular polyhedra,
gives a description of thirteen others discovered by Archimedes
which are semi-regular, being contained by polygons equilateral
and equiangular but not similar.

2. A book of arithmetical content, entitled ap^at Principles
and dedicated to Zeuxippus. We learn from Archimedes himself
that the book dealt with the naming of numbers (KaToi>d/xa£i.s T<5I>

and expounded a system of expressing numbers higher

* Thus Eutocius in his commentary on Prop. 4 of Book n. On the Sphere
and Cylinder speaks of the fragment, which he found in an old book and which
appeared to him to be the missing supplement to the proposition referred to,
as "preserving in part Archimedes' favourite Doric dialect" (&> pipa Si TTJV
'Apx'M*" $Dw AwpfSo y\w<r<rav iiriaufov). From the use of the expression iv
fxipu Heiberg concludes that the Doric forms had by the time of Eutocius
begun to disappear in the books which have come down to us no less than in
the fragment referred to.

t Observing that in all the references to this work in the Sand-reckoner
Archimedes speaks of the naming of numbers or of numbers which are named or have
their names (&pi0fu>l KaTuvo/jiaiTtifroi, rb. 6v6fw.ra lx°"res> TAX Karovoiia^laf Ix 0 " 7 ") '
Hultsch (Pauly-Wissowa's Eeal-Encyclopddie, n . 1, p. 511) speaks of KO.TOVO-
/*a£is TWV apiBixiiv as the name of the work; and he explains the words nvas TUV
h dpx»'s <dpiO/j.uv> TUV narovo/uil-tav ixbvruv as meaning "some of the
numbers mentioned at the beginning which have a special name," where " at
the beginning" refers to the passage in which Archimedes first mentions TSIV
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than those which could be expressed in the ordinary Greek no-
tation. This system embraced all numbers up to the enormous
figure which we should now represent by a 1 followed by 80,000
billion ciphers; and, in setting out the same system in the Sand-
reckoner, Archimedes explains that he does so for the benefit of
those who had not had the opportunity of seeing the earlier work
addressed to Zeuxippus.

3. irtpl £vy<3i>, On balances or levers, in which Pappus says (vin.
p. 1068) that Archimedes proved that "greater circles overpower
(KaTaKpaTovtrt) lesser circles when they revolve about the same
centre." I t was doubtless in this book that Archimedes proved
the theorem assumed by him in the Quadrature of the Parabola,
Prop. 6, viz. that, if a body hangs at rest from a point, the centre
of gravity of the body and the point of suspension are in the same
vertical line.

4. tcevrpoPapiKti, On centres of gravity. This work is mentioned
by Simplicius on Aristot. de caelo n. (Scholia in Arist. 508 a 30).
Archimedes may be referring to it when he says (On the equilibrium
of planes I. 4) that it has before been proved that the centre of
gravity of two bodies taken together lies on the line joining the
centres of gravity of the separate bodies. In the treatise On
floating bodies Archimedes assumes that the centre of gravity of a
segment of a paraboloid of revolution is on the axis of the segment
at a distance from the vertex equal to |*ds of its length. This
may perhaps have been proved in the KtvrpofiapiKa, if it was
not made the subject of a separate work.

Doubtless both the irepl £vy<2v and the KtvrpofiapiKa. preceded
the extant treatise On the equilibrium of planes.

5. KaTOTrrpiKa, an optical work, from which Theon (on Ptolemy,
Synt. I. p. 29, ed. Halma) quotes a remark about refraction.
Cf. Olympiodorus in Aristot. Meteor., II. p. 94, ed. Ideler.

i<j> a/JiHv KaTunloiMff/Unwp apid/xuv KO.1 tvSeSontvtav iv rots irorl Tteil-Linrov yeypa/i-

ptvois. But iv dpxats seems a less natural expression for " at the beginning"
than tv &pxv or «ar apxds would have been. Moreover, there being no
participial expression except Karovoiia^iav ixbvroiv to be taken with iv dpx<"S in
this sense, the meaning would be unsatisfactory; for the numbers are not
named at the beginning, but only referred to, and therefore some word like
clprnxivuiv should have been used. For these reasons I think that Heiberg,
Cantor and Susemihl are right in taking apxal to be the name of the treatise.



XXXV111 INTRODUCTION.

6. TTtpi a-cftaiporrodas, On sphere-making, a mechanical work on
the construction of a sphere representing the motions of the
heavenly bodies as already mentioned (p. xxi).

7. c<£oSiov, a Method, noticed by Suidas, who says that Theo-
dosius wrote a commentary on it, but gives no further information
about it.

8. According to Hipparchus Archimedes must have written
on the Calendar or the length of the year (cf. p. xxi).

Some Arabian writers attribute to Archimedes works (1) On
a heptagon in a circle, (2) On circles touching one another, (3) On
parallel lines, (4) On triangles, (5) On the properties of right-
angled triangles, (6) a book of Data; but there is no confirmatory
evidence of his having written such works. A book translated
into Latin from the Arabic by Gongava (Louvain, 1548) and en-
titled antiqui scriptoris de speculo comburente concavitatis paraholae
cannot be the work of Archimedes, since it quotes Apollonius.



CHAPTER III.

THE RELATION OF ARCHIMEDES TO HIS PREDECESSORS.

AN extraordinarily large proportion of the subject matter of
the writings of Archimedes represents entirely new discoveries of
his own. Though his range of subjects was almost encyclopaedic,
embracing geometry (plane and solid), arithmetic, mechanics, hydro-
statics and astronomy, he was no compiler, no writer of text-
books ; and in this respect he differs even from his great successor
Apollonius, whose work, like that of Euclid before him, largely
consisted of systematising and generalising the methods used, and
the results obtained, in the isolated efforts of earlier geometers.
There is in Archimedes no mere working-up of existing materials;
his objective is always some new thing, some definite addition to
the sum of knowledge, and his complete originality cannot fail
to strike any one who reads his works intelligently, without any
corroborative evidence such as is found in the introductory letters
prefixed to most of them. These introductions, however, are emi-
nently characteristic of the man and of his work; their directness
and simplicity, the complete absence of egoism and of any effort
to magnify his own achievements by comparison with those of
others or by emphasising their failures where he himself succeeded:
all these things intensify the same impression. Thus his manner
is to state simply what particular discoveries made by his pre-
decessors had suggested to him the possibility of extending them
in new directions; e.g. he says that, in connexion with the efforts
of earlier geometers to square the circle and other figures, it
Occurred to him that no one had endeavoured to square a parabola,
and he accordingly attempted the problem and finally solved it.
In like manner, he speaks, in the preface of his treatise On the
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Sphere and Cylinder, of his discoveries with reference to those
solids as supplementing the theorems about the pyramid, the cone
and the cylinder proved by Eudoxus. He does not hesitate to
say that certain problems baffled him for a long time, and that
the solution of some took him many years to effect; and in one
place (in the preface to the book On Spirals) he positively insists,
for the sake of pointing a moral, on specifying two propositions
which he had enunciated and which proved on further investigation
to be wrong. The same preface contains a generous eulogy of
Conon, declaring that, but for his untimely death, Conon would
have solved certain problems before him and would have enriched
geometry by many other discoveries in the meantime.

In some of his subjects Archimedes had no fore-runners, e.g.
in hydrostatics, where he invented the whole science, and (so
far as mathematical demonstration was concerned) in his me-
chanical investigations. In these cases therefore he had, in laying
the foundations of the subject, to adopt a form more closely re-
sembling that of an elementary textbook, but in the later parts
he at once applied himself to specialised investigations.

Thus the historian of mathematics, in dealing with Archimedes'
obligations to his predecessors, has a comparatively easy task before
him. But it is necessary, first, to give some description of the use
which Archimedes made of the general methods which had found
acceptance with the earlier geometers, and, secondly, to refer to
some particular results which he mentions as having been previously
discovered and as lying at the root of his own investigations, or
which he tacitly assumes as known.

§ 1. Use of traditional geometrical methods.

In my edition of the Conies of Apollonius*, I endeavoured,
following the lead given in Zeuthen's work, Die Lehre von den
Kegelschnitten im Altertum, to give some account of what has been
fitly called the geometrical algebra which played such an important
part in the works of the Greek geometers. The two main methods
included under the term were (1) the use of the theory of pro-
portions, and (2) the method of application of areas, and it was
shown that, while both methods are fully expounded in the Elements
of Euclid, the second was much the older of the two, being
attributed by the pupils of Eudemus (quoted by Proclus) to the

* Apolloniui of Perga, pp. ci sqq.
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Pythagoreans. It was pointed out that the application of areas,
as set forth in the second Book of Euclid and extended in the
sixth, was made by Apollonius the means of expressing what he
takes as the fundamental properties of the conic sections, namely
the properties which we express by the Cartesian equations

^a?,

referred to any diameter and the tangent at its extremity as axes;
and the latter equation was compared with the results obtained in the
27th, 28th and 29th Props, of Euclid's Book vi, which are equivalent
to the solution, by geometrical means, of the quadratic equations

ax + - a? = D.
~ c

It was also shown that Archimedes does not, as a rule, connect his
description of the central conies with the method of application of
areas, as Apollonius does, but that Archimedes generally expresses
the fundamental property in the form of a proportion

and, in the case of the ellipse,

where x, xl are the abscissae measured from the ends of the diameter
of reference.

It results from this that the application of areas is of much less
frequent occurrence in Archimedes than in Apollonius. I t is
however used by the former in all but the most general form. The
simplest form of "applying a rectangle" to a given straight line
which shall be equal to a given area occurs e.g. in the proposition On
the equilibrium of Planes u. 1; and the same mode of expression
is used (as in Apollonius) for the property y* = px in the parabola,
px being described in Archimedes' phrase as the rectangle " applied
to" (irapcwri'in-ov irapa) a line equal to p and "having at its width"
(irAai-os �xov) t n e abscissa (x). Then in Props. 2, 25, 26, 29 of the
book On Conoids and Spheroids we have the complete expression
which is the equivalent of solving the equation

ax + x2 = 6a,

"let a rectangle be applied (to a certain straight line) exceeding by
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a square figure (TrapaTrtirTioKiTOi ^toplov i>7rep/8aAAov eiSet

and equal to (a certain rectangle)." Thus a rectangle of this sort
has to be made (in Prop. 25) equal to what we have above called
x. x1 in the case of the hyperbola, which is the same thing as
x (a + x) or ax + x', where a is the length of the transverse axis.
But, curiously enough, we do not find in Archimedes the application
of a rectangle "falling short by a square figure," which we should
obtain in the case of the ellipse if we substituted x(a � x) for x . x1.
In the case of the ellipse the area x. xx is represented (On Conoids
and Spheroids, Prop. 29) as a gnomon which is the difference
between the rectangle h. hx (where h, h^ are the abscissae of the
ordinate bounding a segment of an ellipse) and a rectangle applied
to Aj � h and exceeding by a square figure whose side is h � x; and
the rectangle h. hx is simply constructed from the sides h, h1. Thus
Archimedes avoids* the application of a rectangle falling short by a
square, using for x. xl the rather complicated form

h.ht- {(A,-h) (h-x) + (h-x)*}.

It is easy to see that this last expression is equal to x.xr, for it
reduces to

h.hl-{h1(h-x)-x(h-x)}
= x (h^ + h) - x2,
= ax � x2, since hx + h = a,
= x.x1.

It will readily be understood that the transformation of rectangles
and squares in accordance with the methods of Euclid, Book n, is
just as important to Archimedes as to other geometers, and there is
no need to enlarge on that form of geometrical algebra.

The theory of proportions, as expounded in the fifth and sixth
Books of Euclid, including the transformation of ratios (denoted by
the terms componendo, dividendo, etc.) and the composition or
multiplication of ratios, made it possible for the ancient geometers
to deal with magnitudes in general and to work out relations
between them with an effectiveness not much inferior to that of
modern algebra. Thus the addition and subtraction of ratios could
be effected by procedure equivalent to what we should in algebra

* The object of Archimedes was no doubt to make the Lemma in Prop. 2
(dealing with the summation of a series of terms of the form a .rx+(rxy, where r
successively takes the values 1, 2, 3,...) serve for the hyperboloid of revolution
and the spheroid as well.
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call bringing to a common denominator. Next, the composition or
multiplication of ratios could be indefinitely extended, and hence
the algebraical operations of multiplication and division found easy
and convenient expression in the geometrical algebra. As a par-
ticular case, suppose that there is a series of magnitudes in continued
proportion (i.e. in geometrical progression) as a0, alt a2, ... an, so that

-° = -1 = = �*
a1 «2 an

We have then, by multiplication,

It is easy to understand how powerful such a method as that of
proportions would become in the hands of an Archimedes, and a few
instances are here appended in order to illustrate the mastery with
which he uses it.

1. A good example of a reduction in the order of a ratio after
the manner just shown is furnished by On the equilibrium of Planes
II. 10. Here Archimedes has a ratio which we will call asjbs, where
aa/&2 = c/d; and he reduces the ratio between cubes to a ratio
between straight lines by taking two lines x, y such that

c x d
x d y'
C V - ° - a*
x) ~d~V>'It follows from this that

or y = - ;
b x

. . a3 /o\3 c x d c
a n d hence 77 = I - ) = - - ~ 7 - - = ~ -

6" \xj x a y y
2. In the last example we have an instance of the use of

auxiliary fixed lines for the purpose of simplifying ratios and
thereby, as it were, economising power in order to grapple the more
successfully with a complicated problem. With the aid of such
auxiliary lines or (what is the same thing) auxiliary fixed points in
a figure, combined with the use of proportions, Archimedes is able to
effect some remarkable eliminations.

Thus in the proposition On the Sphere and Cylinder 11. 4 he obtains
three relations connecting three as yet undetermined points, and
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proceeds at once to eliminate two of the points, so that the problem
is then reduced to finding the remaining point by means of one
equation. Expressed in an algebraical form, the three original
relations amount to the three equations

3a � x y

2a - x ~ x

a + x z
X 2a-x

% n

and the result, after the elimination of y and z, is stated by
Archimedes in a form equivalent to

m + n a + x 4a2

n ' a (2a �x)*'

Again the proposition On the equilibrium of Planes II. 9 proves
by the same method of proportions that, if a, b, c, d, x, y, are straight
lines satisfying the conditions

a b c . , \
T= - = -j, (a>b>c>d)

d x
a~^d= i(a-e)'

2a + 46 + 6c + 3d
ha + 106 + 10c + bd~ a^

yand

then

The proposition is merely brought in as a subsidiary lemma to the
proposition following, and is not of any intrinsic importance ; but a
glance at the proof (which again introduces an auxiliary line) will
show that it is a really extraordinary instance of the manipulation
of proportions.

3. Yet another instance is worth giving here. It amounts to
the proof that, if

62

then
2a + x (a _ x) . y* (a + x) =

A, A' are the points of contact of two parallel tangent planes to a
spheroid; the plane of the paper is the plane through AA' and the
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axis of the spheroid, and PP' is the intersection of this plane with
another plane at right angles to it (and therefore parallel to the
tangent planes), which latter plane divides the spheroid into two
segments whose axes are AN, A'N. Another plane is drawn through

the centre and parallel to the tangent plane, cutting the spheroid
into two halves. Lastly cones are drawn whose bases are the
sections of the spheroid by the parallel planes as shown in the
figure.

Archimedes' proposition takes the following form [On Conoids
and Spheroids, Props. 31, 32].

APP' being the smaller segment of the two whose common base
is the section through PP', and x, y being the coordinates of P,
he has proved in preceding propositions that

(volume of) segment APP' _2a + x
(volume of) cone APP' ~ a + x

half spheroid ABB'
and = 2 �

cone ABB'

and he seeks to prove that
segment A'PP' 2a �x

cone A'PP' a � x'

The method is as follows.
�,. , cone ABB' a 62 a i
We have

��(«).

�08),

cone APP' a-x'

If we suppose

the ratio of the cones becomes

-x' a2 � a?'

a a � x

za

(7).

a2-*2"
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Next, by hypothesis (a),

cone APP' a + x
segmt. APP'~ 2a+ x'

Therefore, ex aequali,
cone ABB' za

segmt. APP' (a - x) (2a + x)'
I t follows from (/?) that

spheroid _ iza
segmt. APP' = (a-x)(2a + x)'

, segmt. A'PP' iza � (a � x) (2a + x)
segmt. A PP' (a � x) (2a + x)

z (2a � x)+(2a+x) (z � a � x)
(a � x)(2a + x)

Now we have to obtain the ratio of the segment A'PP' to the cone
A'PP', and the comparison between the segment APP' and the cone
A'PP' is made by combining two ratios ex aequali. Thus

segmt. APP' 2a + x , .
cone^iPP' = ~a~Tx~' 7 W >

, cone APP' _ a � x
a n d cone A'PP'=a~^x-

Thus combining the last three proportions, ex aequali, we have

segmt. A'PP' _z(2a-x) + (2a + x)(z-a-x)
cone A'PP' ~ a? + 2ax + a?

z (2a � x) + (2a + x)(z � a � x)
z(a � x) + (2a + x) x '

since a2 = z (a � x), by (y).

[The object of the transformation of the numerator and denominator
of the last fraction, by which z (2a � x) and z (a � x) are made the

first terms, is now obvious, because is the fraction which
a � x

Archimedes wishes to arrive at, and, in order to prove that the
required ratio is equal to this, it is only necessary to show that

2a � x _z � (a � x) ,

a � x x 'J
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_T 2a-x . "
Now = 1 +

a�x a�x

a + z

(dividendo),

, segmt. A'PP' 2a - x
so that �2 = .

cone A PP a � x

4. One use by Euclid of the method of proportions deserves
mention because Archimedes does not use it in similar circumstances.
Archimedes (Quadrature of the Parabola, Prop. 23) sums a particular
geometric series

(l) ( i ) « ! '
in a manner somewhat similar to that of our text-books, whereas
Euclid (ix. 35) sums any geometric series of any number of terms by
means of proportions thus.

Suppose a1, «2, ...an, an+1 to be (n+1) terms of a geometric
series in which an+1 is the greatest term. Then

Therefore a " + 1 """-= an~ ""- ' = �.. = " 2 ~ Ul.
an an_x flj

Adding all the antecedents and all the consequents, we have

% + a2 + a3 + ... + an a1

which gives the sum of n terms of the series.

§ 2. Earlier discoveries affecting quadrature and cuba-
ture.

Archimedes quotes the theorem that circles are to one another as
the squares on their diameters as having being proved by earlier
geometers, and he also says that it was proved by means of a certain
lemma which he states as follows: "Of unequal lines, unequal
surfaces, or unequal solids, the greater exceeds the less by such a
magnitude as is capable, if added [continually] to itself, of exceeding
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any given magnitude of those which are comparable with one another
(T«3V irpos aWrjXa Xtyofih/uiv)" We know that Hippocrates of Chios
proved the theorem that circles are to one another as the squares on
their diameters, but no clear conclusion can be established as to the
method which he used. On the other hand, Eudoxus (who is
mentioned in the preface to The Sphere and Cylinder as having
proved two theorems in solid geometry to be mentioned presently)
is generally credited with the invention of the method of exhaustion
by which Euclid proves the proposition in question in xn. 2. The
lemma stated by Archimedes to have been used in the original proof
is not however found in that form in Euclid and is not used in the
proof of XII. 2, where the lemma used is that proved by him in
x. 1, viz. that "Given two unequal magnitudes, if from the greater
[a part] be subtracted greater than the half, if from the remainder
[a part] greater than the half be subtracted, and so on continually,
there will be left some magnitude which will be less than the lesser
given magnitude." This last lemma is frequently assumed by
Archimedes, and the application of it to equilateral polygons in-
scribed in a circle or sector in the manner of xn. 2 is referred to as
having been handed down in the Elements*, by which it is clear
that only Euclid's Elements can be meant. The apparent difficulty
caused by the mention of two lemmas in connexion with the theorem
in question can, however, I think, be explained by reference to
the proof of x. 1 in Euclid. He there takes the lesser magnitude
and says that it is possible, by multiplying it, to make it some time
exceed the greater, and this statement he clearly bases on the 4th
definition of Book v. to the effect that " magnitudes are said to bear
a ratio to one another, which can, if multiplied, exceed one another."
Since then the smaller magnitude in x. 1 may be regarded as the
difference between some two unequal magnitudes, it is clear that the
lemma first quoted by Archimedes is in substance used to prove the
lemma in x. 1 which appears to play so much larger a part in the in-
vestigations in quadrature and cubature which have come down to us.

The two theorems which Archimedes attributes to Eudoxus
by namet are

(1) that any pyramid is one third part of the prism which has
the same base as the pyramid and equal height, and

* On the Sphere and Cylinder, i. 6.
+ ibid. Preface.
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(2) that any cone is one third part of the cylinder which has
the same base as the cone and equal height.

The other theorems in solid geometry which Archimedes quotes
as having been proved by earlier geometers are * :

(3) Cones of equal height are in the ratio of their bases, and
conversely.

(4) If a cylinder be divided by a plane parallel to the base,
cylinder is to cylinder as axis to axis.

(5) Cones which have the same bases as cylinders and equal
height with them are to one another as' the cylinders.

(6) The bases of equal cones are reciprocally proportional to
their heights, and conversely.

(7) Cones the diameters of whose bases have the same ratio as
their axes are in the triplicate ratio of the diameters of their bases.

In the preface to the Quadrature of the Parabola he says
that earlier geometers had also proved that

(8) Spheres have to one another the triplicate ratio of their
diameters; and he ,adds that this proposition and the first of those
which he attributes to Eudoxus, numbered (1) above, were proved
by means of the same lemma, viz. that the difference between
any two unequal magnitudes can be so multiplied as to exceed
any given magnitude, while (if the text of Heiberg is right) the
second of the propositions of Eudoxus, numbered (2), was proved
by means of " a lemma similar to that aforesaid." As a matter
of fact, all the propositions (1) to (8) are given in Euclid's twelfth
Book, except (5), which, however, is an easy deduction from (2);
and (1), (2), (3), and (7) all depend upon the same lemma [x. 1]
as that used in Eucl. xn. 2.

The proofs of the above seven propositions, excluding (5), as
given by Euclid are too long to quote here, but the following sketch
will show the line taken in the proofs and the order of the propo-
sitions. Suppose ABGD to be a pyramid with a triangular base,
and suppose it to be cut by two planes, one bisecting AB, AC,
AD in F, G, E respectively, and the other bisecting BC, BD, BA
in H, K, F respectively. These planes are then each parallel to
one face, and they cut off two pyramids each similar to the original

* Lemmas placed between Props. 16 and 17 of Book i. On the Sphere and
Cylinder.

H. A. d
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pyramid and equal to one another, while the remainder of the
pyramid is proved to form two equal prisms which, taken together,

are greater than one half of the original pyramid [xn. 3]. I t is
next proved [xn. 4] that, if there are two pyramids with triangular
bases and equal height, and if they are each divided in the
manner shown into two equal pyramids each similar to the whole
and two prisms, the sum of the prisms in one pyramid is to the
sum of the prisms in the other in the ratio of the bases of the
whole pyramids respectively. Thus, if we divide in the same
manner the two pyramids which remain in each, then all
the pyramids which remain, and so on continually, it follows
on the one hand, by x. 1, that we shall ultimately have
pyramids remaining which are together less than any assigned
solid, while on the other hand the sums of all the prisms
resulting from the successive subdivisions are in the ratio of
the bases of the original pyramids. Accordingly Euclid is able
to use the regular method of exhaustion exemplified in xn. 2,
and to establish the proposition [xn. 5] that pyramids with the
same height and with triangular bases are to one another as their
bases. The proposition is then extended [xn. 6] to pyramids with the
same height and with polygonal bases. Next [xn. 7] a prism with
a triangular base is divided into three pyramids which are shown
to be equal by means of xn. 5 ; and it follows, as a corollary, that
any pyramid is one third part of the prism which has the same
base and equal height. Again, two similar and similarly situated
pyramids are taken and the solid parallelepipeds are completed,
which are then seen to be six times as large as the pyramids
respectively; and, since (by xi. 33) similar parallelepipeds are in
the triplicate ratio of corresponding sides, it follows that the same
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is true of the pyramids [xn. 8]. A corollary gives the obvious
extension to the case of similar pyramids with polygonal bases.
The proposition [xn. 9] that, in equal pyramids with triangular
bases, the bases are reciprocally proportional to the heights is
proved by the same method of completing the parallelepipeds and
using xi. 34 ; and similarly for the converse. I t is next proved
[xn. 10] that, if in the circle which is the base of a cylinder a
square be described, and then polygons be successively described
by bisecting the arcs remaining in each case, and so doubling the
number of sides, and if prisms of the same height as the cylinder
be erected on the square and the polygons as bases respectively,
the prism with the square base will be greater than half the
cylinder, the next prism will add to it more than half of the
remainder, and so on. And each prism is triple of the pyramid with
the same base and altitude. Thus the same method of exhaustion
as that in XII. 2 proves that any cone is one third part of the
cylinder with the same base and equal height. Exactly the same
method is used to prove [xn. 11] that cones and cylinders which
have the same height are to one another as their bases, and
[xn. 12] that similar cones and cylinders are to one another in
the triplicate ratio of the diameters of their bases (the latter
proposition depending of course on the similar proposition xn. 8
for pyramids). The next three propositions are proved without
fresh recourse to x. 1. Thus the criterion of equimultiples laid
down in Def. 5 of Book v. is used to prove [xu. 13] that, if a
cylinder be cut by a plane parallel to its bases, the resulting
cylinders are to one another as their axes. I t is an easy deduction
[xu. 14] that cones and cylinders which have equal bases are
proportional to their heights, and [xu. 15] that in equal cones
and cylinders the bases are reciprocally proportional to the heights,
and, conversely, that cones or cylinders having this property are
equal. Lastly, to prove that spheres are to one another in the
triplicate ratio of their diameters [xu. 18], a new procedure is
adopted, involving two preliminary propositions. In the first of
these [xu. 16] it is proved, by an application of the usual lemma
x. 1, that, if two concentric circles are given (however nearly
equal), an equilateral polygon can be inscribed in the outer circle
whose sides do not touch the inner; the second proposition [xu. 17]
uses the result of the first to prove that, given two concentric
spheres, it is possible to inscribe a certain polyhedron in the outer
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so that it does not anywhere touch the inner, and a corollary adds
the proof that, if a similar polyhedron be inscribed in a second
sphere, the volumes of the polyhedra are to one another in the
triplicate ratio of the diameters of the respective spheres. This
last property is then applied [xn. 18] to prove that spheres are
in the triplicate ratio of their diameters.

§ 3. Conic Sections.

In my edition of the Conies of Apollonius there is a complete
account of all the propositions in conies which are used by Archi-
medes, classified under three headings, (1) those propositions
which he expressly attributes to earlier writers, (2) those which
are assumed without any such reference, (3) those which appear to
represent new developments of the theory of conies due to Archi-
medes himself. As all these properties will appear in this
volume in their proper places, it will suffice here to state only
such propositions as come under the first heading and a few under
the second which may safely be supposed to have been previously
known.

Archimedes says that the following propositions " are proved
in the elements of conies," i.e. in the earlier treatises of Euclid
and Aristaeus.

1. In the parabola

(a) if PV be the diameter of a segment and QVq the
chord parallel to the tangent at P, then QV = Vq;

(b) if the tangent at Q meet VP produced in T, then
PV=PT;

(c) if two chords QVq, Q'V'q' each parallel to the tangent
at P meet the diameter PV in V, V respectively,

PV:PV' = QV :Q'V'\

2. If straight lines drawn from the same point touch any
conic section whatever, and if two chords parallel to the respective
tangents intersect one another, then the rectangles under the
segments of the chords are to one another as the squares on the
parallel tangents respectively.

3. The following proposition is quoted as proved " in the conies."
If in a parabola pa be the parameter of the principal ordinates,
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QQ' any chord not perpendicular to the axis which is bisected in V
by the diameter PV, p the parameter of the ordinates to PV, and
if QD be drawn perpendicular to PV, then

QV*:QD°=p:pa.

[On Conoids and Spheroids, Prop. 3, which see.]

The properties of a parabola, PN* = pa.AN, and QV=p.PV,
were already well known before the time of Archimedes. In fact
the former property was used by Menaechmus, the discoverer of
conic sections, in his duplication of the cube.

It may be taken as certain that the following properties of the
ellipse and hyperbola were proved in the Conies of Euclid.

1. For the ellipse

PN2 : AN. A'N-^P'N'1 : AN'. A'N'= C£* : CA*

and QV* : PV'. P'V=Q'V'2 : PV . P'V = CD' : CP*.

(Either proposition could in fact be derived from the proposition
about the rectangles under the segments of intersecting chords
above referred to.)

2. For the hyperbola

PN' : AN.A'N^P'N" � AN'.A'N'

and QV*:PV.P'V=Q'Vl: PV'.P'V,

though in this case the absence of the conception of the double
hyperbola as one curve (first found in Apollonius) prevented Euclid,
and Archimedes also, from equating the respective ratios to those
of the squares on the parallel semidiameters.

3. In a hyperbola, if P be any point on the curve and PK,
PL be each drawn parallel to one asymptote and meeting the
other,

PK.PL = (const.)
This property, in the particular case of the rectangular hyperbola,
was known to Menaechmus.

It is probable also that the property of the subnormal of the
parabola (NG=^pa) was known to Archimedes' predecessors. I t
is tacitly assumed, On floating bodies, II. 4, etc.

From the assumption that, in the hyperbola, AT<AN (where
N is the foot of the ordinate from P, and T the point in which the
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tangent at P meets the transverse axis) we may perhaps infer
that the harmonic property

TP : TP' = PV:P'V,

or at least the particular case of it,

TA :TA' = AN:A'N,

was known before Archimedes' time.
Lastly, with reference to the genesis of conic sections from

cones and cylinders, Euclid had already stated in his Phaenomena
that, " if a cone or cylinder be cut by a plane not parallel to the
base, the resulting section is a section of an acute-angled cone
[an ellipse] which is similar t̂> a 6vpi6<s." Though it is not probable
that Euclid had in mind any other than a right cone, the statement
should be compared with On Conoids and Spheroids, Props. 7, 8, 9.

§ 4. Surfaces of the second degree.

Prop. 11 of the treatise On Conoids and Spheroids states without
proof the nature of certain plane sections of the conicoids of revo-
lution. Besides the obvious facts (1) that sections perpendicular
to the axis of revolution are circles, and (2) that sections through
the axis are the same as the generating conic, Archimedes asserts
the following.

1. In a paraboloid of revolution any plane section parallel to
the axis is a parabola equal to the generating parabola.

2. In a hyperboloid of revolution any plane section parallel
to the axis is a hyperbola similar to the generating hyperbola.

3. In a hyperboloid of revolution a plane section through the
vertex of the enveloping cone is a hyperbola which is not similar
to the generating hyperbola.

4. In any spheroid a plane section parallel to the axis is an
ellipse similar to the generating ellipse.

Archimedes adds that " the proofs of all these propositions
are manifest (<f>av�pai)." The proofs may in fact be supplied as
follows.

1. Section of a paraboloid of revolution by a plane parallel
to the axis.
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Suppose that the plane of the paper represents the plane section
through the axis AN which intersects the given plane section at right
angles, and let A'O be the line of intersection.
Let POP' be any double ordinate to AN in the
section through the axis, meeting A'O and AN
at right angles in 0, N respectively. Draw A'M
perpendicular to AN.

Suppose a perpendicular drawn from 0 to
A'O in the plane of the given section parallel to
the axis, and let y be the length intercepted by
the surface on this perpendicular.

Then, since the extremity of y is on the
circular section whose diameter is PP',

y*=PO.OP'.

If A'O =x, and if p is the principal parameter of the generating
parabola, we have then

= PN*-A'M2

=p(AN-AM)

= px,

so that the section is a parabola equal to the generating parabola.

2. Section of a hyperboloid of revolution by a plane parallel to
the axis.

Take, as before, the plane section through the axis which intersects

c

C A

A /

/

M

/

P

0

N

\

the given plane section at right angles in A'O. Let the hyperbola
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PAP' in the plane of the paper represent the plane section through
the axis, and let G be the centre (or the vertex of the enveloping
cone). Draw CC perpendicular to CA, and produce OA' to meet it
in C. Let the rest of the construction be as before.

Suppose that
GA = a, G'A' = a', C'O = x,

and let y have the same meaning as before.

Then y* = PO. OP' = PN* - A'M\

And, by the property of the original hyperbola,

PJV : CN*-CA2 = A'M2 : CM*-CA* (which is constant).

Thus A'M2 : CM* - CA' = PN* : CN'1 - CA*

A'M2 :CN2-CM*

whence it appears that the section is a hyperbola similar to the
original one.

3. Section of a hyperboloid of revolution by a plane passing
through the centre (or the vertex of the enveloping cone).

I think there can be no doubt that Archimedes would have proved
his proposition about this section by means of the same general
property of conies which he uses to prove Props. 3 and 12�14 of
the same treatise, and which he enunciates at the beginning of
Prop. 3 as a known theorem proved in the "elements of conies," viz.
that the rectangles under the segments of intersecting chords are as
the squares of the parallel tangents.

Let the plane of the paper represent the plane section through
the axis which intersects the given plane passing through the
centre at right angles. Let GA'O be the line of intersection, C
being the centre, and A' being the point where GA'O meets the
surface. Suppose GAMN to be the axis of the hyperboloid, and
POp, P'O'p' two double ordinates to it in the plane section through
the axis, meeting CA'O in 0, 0' respectively; similarly let A'M be
the ordinate from A'. Draw the tangents at A and A' to the
section through the axis meeting in T, and let QOq, Q'O'q' be the
two double ordinates in the same section which are parallel to the
tangent at A' and pass through 0, 0' respectively.

Suppose, as before, that y, y' are the lengths cut off by the
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surface from the perpendiculars at 0 and 0' to OC in the plane of
the given section through CA'O, and that

CO = x, CO' = x', GA = a, CA' = a'.

Then, by the property of the intersecting chords, we have, since
QO = Oq,

PO .Op: QO*~TA° : TA'2

= P'O'. O'p' : Q'0'\

Also y* = PO . Op, y'^P'O' . O'p',

and, by the property of the hyperbola,

It follows, ex aequali, that

(a),

and therefore that the section is a hyperbola.
To prove that this hyperbola is not similar to the generating

hyperbola, we draw GC perpendicular to CA, and G'A' parallel to
GA meeting CC in C" and Pp in U.

If then the hyperbola (a) is similar to the original hyperbola, it
must by the last proposition be similar to the hyperbolic section
made by the plane through C'A'U at right angles to the plane of
the paper.

Now COi-CA" = (C'U*-C'A'i)

and

>C'Ui-C'A'\

PO .Op^PU .Up.
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Therefore PO . Op : CO*-CA'*<PU. Up : C'U*-C'A'\

and it follows that the hyperbolas are not similar*.

4. Section of a spheroid by a plane parallel to the axis.

That this is an ellipse similar to the generating ellipse can of
course be proved in exactly the same way as theorem (2) above
for the hyperboloid.

* I think Archimedes is more likely to have used this proof than one on the
lines suggested by Zeuthen (p. 421). The latter uses the equation of the
hyperbola simply and proceeds thus. If y have the same meaning as above,
and if the coordinates of P referred to GA, CC as axes be z, x, while those of 0
referred to the same axes are z, x', we have, for the point P,

z2=/c(z2-a2),
where K is constant.

Also, since the angle A'GA is given, x' = az, where a is constant.
Thus \f-=a2 - z'2=(K - a2) 22 - KO?.

GO
Now z is proportional to CO, being in fact equal to ; 2, and the equation

becomes

y*=^.CO*-Ka? (1),

which is clearly a hyperbola, since a2 < K.
Now, though the Greeks could have worked out the proof in a geometrical

form equivalent to the above, I think that it is alien from the manner in which
Archimedes regarded the equations to central conies. These he always expressed
in the form of a proportion

y2 y'2 r- 1.2 "~I

2̂ �2 = -~�2 = �z in the case of the ellipse ,

and never in the form of an equation between areas like that used by
Apollonius, viz.

Moreover the occurrence of the two different constants and the necessity
of expressing them geometrically as ratios between areas and lines respectively
would have made the proof very long and complicated; and, as a matter of fact,
Archimedes never does express the ratio j2/(x2 - a2) in the case of the hyperbola
in the form of a ratio between constant areas like 62/a2. Lastly, when the
equation of the given section through GA'O was found in the form (1), assuming
that the Greeks had actually found the geometrical equivalent, it would still
have been held necessary, I think, to verify that

before it was finally pronounced that the hyperbola represented by the equation
and the section made by the plane were one and the same thing.
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We are now in a position to consider the meaning of Archimedes'
remark that " the proofs of all these properties are manifest." In
the first place, it is not likely that " manifest" means " known " as
having been proved by earlier geometers; for Archimedes' habit is
to be precise in stating the fact whenever he uses important
propositions due to his immediate predecessors, as witness his
references to Eudoxus, to the Elements [of Euclid], and to the
"elements of conies." When we consider the remark with reference
to the cases of the sections parallel to the axes of the surfaces
respectively, a natural interpretation of it is to suppose that
Archimedes meant simply that the theorems are such as can easily
be deduced from the fundamental properties of the three conies now
expressed by their equations, coupled with the consideration that
the sections by planes perpendicular to the axes are circles. But I
think that this particular explanation of the " manifest" character
of the proofs is not so applicable to the third of the theorems
stating that any plane section of a hyperboloid of revolution
through the vertex of the enveloping cone but not through the axis
is a hyperbola. This fact is indeed no more "manifest" in the
ordinary sense of the term than is the like theorem about the
spheroid, viz. that any section through the centre but not through
the axis is an ellipse. But this latter theorem is not given along
with the other in Prop. 11 as being " manifest"; the proof of it is
included in the more general proposition (14) that any section of a
spheroid not perpendicular to the axis is an ellipse, and that parallel
sections are similar. Nor, seeing that the propositions are essen-
tially similar in character, can I think it possible that Archimedes
wished it to be understood, as Zeuthen suggests, that the proposition
about the hyperboloid alone, and not the other, should be proved
directly by means of the geometrical equivalent of the Cartesian
equation of the conic, and not by means of the property of the
rectangles under the segments of intersecting chords, used earlier
[Prop. 3] with reference to the parabola and later for the case of
the spheroid and the elliptic sections of the conoids and spheroids
generally. This is the more unlikely, I think, because the proof
by means of the equation of the conic alone would present much
more difficulty to the Greek, and therefore could hardly be called
" manifest."

It seems necessary therefore to seek for another explanation,
and I think it is the following. The theorems, numbered 1, 2, and



lx INTRODUCTION.

4 above, about sections of conoids and spheroids parallel to the axis
are used afterwards in Props. 15�17 relating to tangent planes;
whereas the theorem (3) about the section of the hyperboloid by a
plane through the centre but not through the axis is not used in
connexion with tangent planes, but only for formally proving that a
straight line drawn from any point on a hyperboloid parallel to any
transverse diameter of the hyperboloid falls, on the convex side of
the surface, without it, and on the concave side within it. Hence
it does not seem so probable that the four theorems were collected
in Prop. 11 on account of the use made of them later, as that they
were inserted in the particular place with special reference to the
three propositions (12�14) immediately following and treating of the
elliptic sections of the three surfaces. The main object of the whole
treatise was the determination of the volumes of segments of the
three solids cut off by planes, and hence it was first necessary to
determine all the sections which were ellipses or circles and therefore
could form the bases of the segments. Thus in Props. 12-14
Archimedes addresses himself to finding the elliptic sections, but,
before he does this, he gives the theorems grouped in Prop. 11 by
way of clearing the ground, so as to enable the propositions about
elliptic sections to be enunciated with the utmost precision. Prop.
11 contains, in fact, explanations directed to denning the scope of
the three following propositions rather than theorems definitely
enunciated for their own sake; Archimedes thinks it necessary to
explain, before passing to elliptic sections, that sections perpen-
dicular to the axis of each surface are not ellipses but circles, and
that some sections of each of the two conoids are neither ellipses nor
circles, but parabolas and hyperbolas respectively. It is as if he had
said, " My object being to find the volumes of segments of the three
solids cut off by circular or elliptic sections, I proceed to consider
the various elliptic sections; but I should first explain that sections
at right angles to the axis are not ellipses but circles, while sections
of the conoids by planes drawn in a certain manner are neither
ellipses nor circles, but parabolas and hyperbolas respectively. With
these last sections I am not concerned in the next propositions, and
I need not therefore cumber my book with the proofs ; but, as some
of them can be easily supplied by the help of the ordinary properties
of conies, and others by means of the methods illustrated in the
propositions now about to be given, I leave them as an exercise for
the reader." This will, I think, completely explain the assumption



RELATION OF ARCHIMEDES TO HIS PREDECESSORS. Ixi

of all the theorems except that concerning the sections of a spheroid
parallel to the axis; and I think this is mentioned along with the
others for symmetry, and because it can be proved in the same way
as the corresponding one for the hyperboloid, whereas, if mention of
it had been postponed till Prop. 14 about the elliptic sections of a
spheroid generally, it would still require a proposition for itself, since
the axes of the sections dealt with in Prop. 14 make an angle with
the axis of the spheroid and are not parallel to it.

At the same time the fact that Archimedes omits the proofs of
the theorems about sections of conoids and spheroids parallel to the
axis as "manifest" is in itself sufficient to raise the presumption
that contemporary geometers were familiar with the idea of three
dimensions and knew how to apply it in practice. This is no matter
for surprise, seeing that we find Archytas, in his solution of the
problem of the two mean proportionals, using the intersection of a
certain cone with a curve of double curvature traced on a right
circular cylinder*. But, when we look for other instances of early
investigations in geometry of three dimensions, we find practically
nothing except a few vague indications as to the contents of a lost
treatise of Euclid's consisting of two Books entitled Surface-loci
(TOTTOI irpos iin<\>avda) t . This treatise is mentioned by Pappus
among other works by Aristaeus, Euclid and Apollonius grouped
as forming the so-called TWOS avaX-uojucvosJ. As the other works in
the list which were on plane subjects dealt only with straight lines,
circles and conic sections, it is a priori likely that the surface-loci of

* Cf. Eutooius on Archimedes (Vol. in. pp. 98�102), or Apollonius of Perga,
pp. xxii xxiii.

t By this term we conclude that the Greeks meant "loci which are surfaces "
as distinct from loci which are lines. Cf. Proclus' definition of a locus as
'' a position of a line or a surface involving one and the same property"
(ypa/i/j,rjs rj iirupavelas Biais iroioOcra t» nal rairrbv i7i)/i7rTwjna), p . 394. Pappus

(pp. 660�2) gives, quoting from the Plane Loci of Apollonius, a classification of
loci according to their order in relation to that of which they are the loci. Thus,
he says, loci are (1) tye/cn/col, i.e. fixed, e.g. in this sense the locus of a point is
a point, of a line a line, and so on; (2) 5te£o8iKoi or moving along, a line being in
this sense the locus of a point, a surface of a line, and a solid of a surface;
(3) ava.o-Tpo<pucol, turning backwards, i.e., presumably, moving backwards and
forwards, a surface being in this sense the locus of a point, and a solid of a line.
Thus a surface-locus might apparently be either the locus of a point or the
locus of a line moving in space.

% Pappus, pp. 634, 636.
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Euclid included at least such loci as were cones, cylinders and
spheres. Beyond this, all is conjecture based upon two lemmas
given by Pappus in connexion with the treatise.

First lemma to the Surface-loci of Euclid*.
The text of this lemma and the attached figure are not satisfac-

tory as they stand, but they have been explained by Tannery in a
way which requires a change in the figure, but only the very slightest
alteration in the text, as follows f.

" If A B be a straight line and CD be parallel to a straight line
given in position, and if the ratio AD . DB : DC2 be [given], the
point C lies on a conic section.
If now AB be no longer given in
position and A, B be no longer
given but lie on straight lines
AE, EB given in position J, the
point C raised above [the plane
containing AE, EB\ is on a
surface given in position. And
this was proved."

According to this interpretation, it is asserted that, if AB moves
with one extremity on each of the lines AE, EB which are fixed,
while DC is in a fixed direction and AD . DB : DC2 is constant,
then C lies on a certain surface. So far as the first sentence is
concerned, AB remains of constant length, but it is not made
precisely clear whether, when AB is no longer given in position, its
length may also vary§. If however AB remains of constant length
for all positions which it assumes, the surface which is the locus of
C would be a complicated one which we cannot suppose that Euclid
could have profitably investigated. I t may, therefore, be that
Pappus purposely left the enunciation somewhat vague in order to
make it appear to cover several surface-loci which, though belonging
to the same type, were separately discussed by Euclid as involving

* Pappus, p. 1004.
t Bulletin des sciences math., 2e Serie, vi. 149.
t The words of the Greek text are yivTirai, U wpds Oisci eiSeia rah AE, BB,

and the above translation only requires dBelcus instead of evBeta. The figure in
the text is so drawn that ADB, AEB are represented as two parallel lines, and
CD is represented as perpendicular to ADB and meeting AEB in E.

§ The words are simply " if AB he deprived of its position (o-rcpi)^ TTJS
$4<rews) and the points A, B be deprived of their [character of] being given"

TOO 5O84VTOS etvai).
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in each case somewhat different sets of conditions limiting the
generality of the theorem.

I t is at least open to conjecture, as Zeuthen has pointed out*,
that two cases of the type were considered by Euclid, namely, (1)
that in which AB remains of constant length while the two fixed
straight lines on which A, B respectively move are parallel instead
of meeting in a point, and (2) that in which the two fixed straight
lines meet in a point while AB moves always parallel to itself
and varies in length accordingly.

(1) In the first case, where the length of AB is constant and
the two fixed lines parallel, we should have a surface described by a
conic moving bodily t. This surface would be a cylindrical surface,
though it would only have been called a " cylinder " by the ancients
in the case where the moving conic was an ellipse, since the essence
of a " cylinder " was that it could be bounded between two parallel
circular sections. If then the moving conic was an ellipse, it would
not be difficult to find the circular sections of the cylinder; this
could be done by first taking a section at right angles to the axis,
after which it could be proved, after the manner of Archimedes,
On Conoids and Spheroids, Prop. 9, first that the section is an ellipse
or a circle, and then, in the former case, that a section made by
a plane drawn at a certain inclination to the ellipse and passing
through, or parallel to, the major axis is a circle. There was
nothing to prevent Euclid from investigating the surface similarly
generated by a moving hyperbola or parabola; but there would
be no circular sections, and hence the surfaces might perhaps not
have been considered as of very great importance.

(2) In the second case, where AE, BE meet at a point and
AB moves always parallel to itself, the surface generated is of
course a cone. Some particular cases of this sort may easily have
been discussed by Euclid, but he could hardly have dealt with the
general case, where DC has any direction whatever, up to the
point of showing that the surface was really a cone in the sense
in which the Greeks understood the term, or (in other words)
of finding the circular sections. To do this it would have been
necessary to determine the principal planes, or to solve the dis-

* Zeuthen, Die Lehre von den Kegelschnitten, pp. 425 sqq.
t This would give a surface generated by a moving line, 5ie£o5uc6s ypa.fipi.TJs

as Pappus has it.
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criminating cubic, which we cannot suppose Euclid to have done.
Moreover, if Euclid had found the circular sections in the most
general case, Archimedes would simply have referred to the fact
instead of setting himself to do the same thing in the particular
case where the plane of symmetry is given. These remarks apply
to the case where the conic which is the locus of C is an ellipse;
there is still less ground for supposing that Euclid could have
proved the existence of circular sections where the conic was a
hyperbola, for there is no evidence that Euclid even knew that
hyperbolas and parabolas could be obtained by cutting an oblique
circular cone.

Second lemma to the Surface-loci.
In this Pappus states, and gives a complete proof of the propo-

sition, that the locus of a point whose distance from a given point
is in a given ratio to its distance from a fixed line is a conic
section, which is an ellipse, a parabola, or a hyperbola according
as the given ratio is less than, equal to, or greater than unity*.
Two conjectures are possible as to the application of this theorem
by Euclid in the treatise referred to.

(1) Consider a plane and a straight line meeting it at any angle.
Imagine any plane drawn at right angles to the straight line and
meeting the first plane in another straight line which we will call
X. If then the given straight line meets the plane at right angles
to it in the point S, a conic can be described in that plane with
S for focus and X for directrix; and, as the perpendicular on X
from any point on the conic is in a constant ratio to the per-
pendicular from the same point on the original plane, all points
on the conic have the property that their distances from S are in
a given ratio to their distances from the given plane respectively.
Similarly, by taking planes cutting the given straight line at right
angles in any number of other points besides S, we see that the locus
of a point whose distance from a given straight line is in a given
ratio to its distance from a given plane is a cone whose vertex is
the point in which the given line meets the given plane, while the
plane of symmetry passes through the given line and is at right
angles to the given plane. If the given ratio was such that the
guiding conic was an ellipse, the circular sections of the surface

* See Pappus, pp. 1006�1014, and Hultsch's Appendix, pp. 1270�1273 ; or
cf. Apollonius of Perga, pp. xxxvi xxxviii.
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could, in that case at least, be found by the same method as
that used by Archimedes (On Conoids and Spheroids, Prop. 8) in
the rather more general case where the perpendicular from the
vertex of the cone on the plane of the given elliptic section does
not necessarily pass through the focus.

(2) Another natural conjecture would be to suppose that, by
means of the proposition given by Pappus, Euclid found the locus
of a point whose distance from a given point is in a given ratio
to its distance from a fixed plane. This would have given surfaces
identical with the conoids and spheroids discussed by Archimedes
excluding the spheroid generated by the revolution of an ellipse
about the minor axis. We are thus brought to the same point as
Chasles who conjectured that the Surface-loci of Euclid dealt with
surfaces of revolution of the second degree and sections of the
same*. Recent writers have generally regarded this theory as
improbable. Thus Heiberg says that the conoids and spheroids
were without any doubt discovered by Archimedes himself ; other-
wise he would not have held it necessary to give exact definitions
of them in his introductory letter to Dositheus; hence they could
not have been the subject of Euclid's treatisef. I confess I think
that the argument of Heiberg, so far from being conclusive against
the probability of Chasles' conjecture, is not of any great weight.
To suppose that Euclid found, by means of the theorem enunciated
and proved by Pappus, the locus of a point whose distance from
a given point is in a given ratio to its distance from a fixed plane
does not oblige us to assume either that he gave a name to the
loci or that he investigated them further than to show that sections
through the perpendicular from the given point on the given plane
were conies, while sections at right angles to the same perpendicular
were circles; and of course these facts would readily suggest them-
selves. Seeing however that the object of Archimedes was ta
find the volumes of segments of each surface, it is not surprising
that he should have preferred to give a definition of them which
would indicate their form more directly than a description of them
as loci would have done; and we have a parallel case in the dis-
tinction drawn between conies as such and conies regarded as loci,
which is illustrated by the different titles of Euclid's Conies and
the Solid Loci of Aristaeus, and also by the fact that Apollonius,

* Apercu historigue, pp. 273, 4.
t Litterargeschichtliche Studien tiber Euklid, p. 79.

H. A. e
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though he speaks in his preface of some of the theorems in his
Conies as useful for the synthesis of ' solid loci' and goes on to
mention the 'locus with respect to three or four lines,' yet enun-
ciates no proposition stating that the locus of such and such a point
is a conic. There was a further special reason for defining the
conoids and spheroids as surfaces described by the revolution of
a conic about its axis, namely that this definition enabled Archi-
medes to include the spheroid which he calls ' flat' (eiriirXari)
<r<£<upo£iSe's), i.e. the spheroid described by the revolution of an
ellipse about its minor axis, which is not one of the loci which
the hypothesis assumes Euclid to have discovered. Archimedes'
new definition had the incidental effect of making the nature of
the sections through and perpendicular to the axis of revolution
even more obvious than it would be from Euclid's supposed way
of treating the surfaces; and this would account for Archimedes'
omission to state that the two classes of sections had been known
before, for there would have been no point in attributing to Euclid
the proof of propositions which, with the new definition of the
surfaces, became self-evident. The further definitions given by
Archimedes may be explained on the same principle. Thus the
axis, as defined by him, has special reference to his definition of
the surfaces, since it means the axis of revolution, whereas the
axis of a conic is for Archimedes a diameter. The enveloping cone
of the hyperboloid, which is generated by the revolution of the
asymptotes about the axis, and the centre regarded as the point
of intersection of the asymptotes were useful to Archimedes' dis-
cussion of the surfaces, but need not have been brought into
Euclid's description of the surfaces as loci. Similarly with the
axis and vertex of a segment of each surface. And, generally, it
seems to me that all the definitions given by Archimedes can be
explained in like manner without prejudice to the supposed dis-
covery of three of the surfaces by Euclid.

I think, then, that we may still regard it as possible that
Euclid's Surface-loci was concerned, not only with cones, cylinders
and (probably) spheres, but also (to a limited extent) with three
other surfaces of revolution of the second degree, viz. the paraboloid,
the hyperboloid and the prolate spheroid. Unfortunately however
we are confined to the statement of possibilities; and certainty
can hardly be attained unless as the result of the discovery of
fresh documents.
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§ 5. Two mean proportionals in continued proportion.

Archimedes assumes the construction of two mean proportionals
in two propositions (On the Sphere and Cylinder II. 1, 5). Perhaps
he was content to use the constructions given by Archytas,
Menaechmus*, and Eudoxus. I t is worth noting, however, that
Archimedes does not introduce the two geometric means where
they are merely convenient but not necessary; thus, when (On the

Sphere and Cylinder I. 34) he has to substitute for a ratio ( �J ,

where /? > y, a ratio between lines, and it is sufficient for his

purpose that the required ratio cannot be greater than (-) but

may be less, he takes two arithmetic means between /?, y, as 8, c,
and then assumes! as a known result that

* The constructions of Archytas and Menaechmus are given by Eutocius
[Archimedes, Vol. in. pp. 92�102]; or see Apollonius of Perga, pp. xix�xxiii.

t The proposition is proved by Eutocius;-see the note to On the Sphere
and Cylinder i. 34 (p. 42).



CHAPTER IV.

ARITHMETIC IN ARCHIMEDES.

Two of the treatises, the Measurement of a circle and the
Sand-reckoner, are mostly arithmetical in content. Of the Sand-
reckoner nothing need be said here, because the system for expressing
numbers of any magnitude which it unfolds and applies cannot be
better described than in the book itself; in the Measurement of a
circle, however, which involves a great deal of manipulation of
numbers of considerable size though expressible by means of the
ordinary Greek notation for numerals, Archimedes merely gives the
results of the various arithmetical operations, multiplication, extrac-
tion of the square root, etc., without setting out any of the operations
themselves. Various interesting questions are accordingly involved,
and, for the convenience of the reader, I shall first give a short
account of the Greek system of numerals and of the methods by
which other Greek mathematicians usually performed the various
operations included under the general term XoyurTiioj (the art of
calculating), in order to lead up to an explanation (1) of the way in
which Archimedes worked out approximations to the square roots of
large numbers, (2) of his method of arriving at the two approximate
values of \/3 which he simply sets down without any hint as to how
they were obtained*.

* In writing this chapter I have been under particular obligations to Hultach's
articles Arithmetic/! and Archimedes in Pauly-Wissowa's Real-Encyclopadie, n.
1, as well as to the same scholar's articles (1) Die Naherungswerthe irrationaler
Quadratwurzeln bei Archimedes in the Nachrichten von der kgl. Gesellschaft der
Wissenschaften zu Gottingen (1893), pp. 367 sqq., and (2) Zur Kreismessung des
Archimedes in the Zeitschrift filr Math. u. Physik (Hist. litt. Abtheilung) xxxix.
(1894), pp. 121 sqq. and 161 sqq. I have also made use, in the earlier part
of the chapter, of Nesselmann's work Die Algebra der Griechen and the histories
of Cantor arid Gow.
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§ 1. Greek numeral system.
It is well known that the Greeks expressed all numbers from 1

to 999 by means of the letters of the alphabet reinforced by the
addition of three other signs, according to the following scheme, in
which however the accent on each letter might be replaced by a
short horizontal stroke above it, as a.

a', /?', y, 8', «', r', £', v> & a r e !> 2> 3> 4> 5> 6» 7> 8» 9 respectively.
t, K, X', ^', v', $', o', *�', q' � 10, 20, 30, 90

p', o-', T', V', <f>', x\ "A', «>', V � 100, 200, 300, 900
Intermediate numbers were expressed by simple juxtaposition

(representing in this case addition), the largest number being placed
on the left, the next largest following it, and so on in order. Thus
the number 153 would be expressed by pvy' or pvy. There was no
sign for zero, and therefore 780 was i/rcr', and 306 r r ' simply.

Thousands (xiXtaSes) were taken as units of a higher order, and
1,000, 2,000,... up to 9,000 (spoken of as x&toi, SVxiXioi, K.T.X.) were
represented by the same letters as the first nine natural numbers
but with a small dash in front and below the line; thus e.g. 8 was
4,000, and, on the same principle of juxtaposition as before, 1,823 was
expressed by /uoicy' or ,a<oKy, 1,007 by ta£'t and so on.

Above 9,999 came a myriad (/mpias), and 10,000 and higher
numbers were expressed by using the ordinary numerals with the
substantive /uijotaSe? taken as a new denomination (though the words
fi.vpi.oi, hurft.vpi.oi, Tpiar/jLvpioi, K.T.X. a r e also found, following t h e

analogy of XiA.tot, Sio-xiAioi and so on). Various abbreviations were
used for the word juvpias, the most common being M or Mv; and,
where this was used, the number of myriads, or the multiple of
10,000, was generally written over the abbreviation, though some-

times before it and even after it. Thus 349,450 was MOvv*.
Fractions (Xeirra) were written in a variety of ways. The most

usual was to express the denominator by the ordinary numeral with
two accents affixed. When the numerator was unity, and it was
therefore simply a question of a symbol for a single word such as

* Diophantus denoted myriads followed by thousands by the ordinary signs
for numbers of units, only separating them by a dot from the thousands. Thus
for 3,069,000 he writes T*.6, and \y . ,ai/<os- for 331,776. Sometimes myriads
were represented by the ordinary letters with two dots above, as p = 100 myriads
(1,000,000), and myriads of myriads with two pairs of dots, as " for 10 myriad-
myriads (1,000,000,000).
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J, there was no need to express the numerator, and the
symbol was y"; similarly $�" = $�, '£" = xy» a n ( i s 0 on- When, the
numerator was not unity and a certain number of fourths, fifths,
etc., had to be expressed, the ordinary numeral was used for the
numerator; thus 6' MI" = j?T, i oa" = ̂ ~. In Heron's Geometry the
denominator was written twice in the latter class of fractions; thus
4 (bvo �jrcyu.in-a) w a s p e e , i | f (Ae7rra Tpia.KOiTTOTpi.Ta * y o r tiKomrpia

TpiaKoo-roTpLTO.) was «y' \y" Ay". The sign for \, rjixurv, is in
Archimedes, Diophantus and Eutocius L", in Heron C or a sign
similar to a capital S*.

A favourite way of expressing fractions with numerators greater
than unity was to separate them into component fractions with
numerator unity, when juxtaposition as usual meant addition. Thus
f was written L"8" = \ + \ ; i f was CS'VV" = J + £ + f + i V ;
Eutocius writes L"£8" or \ + -^ for §f, and so on. Sometimes the
same fraction was separated into several different sums; thus in
Heron (p. 119, ed. Hultsch) i f f is variously expressed as

(a) i + i + yV

and (c) \ + I + -^ + T^ - + 2 IT-

Sexagesimal fractions. This system has to be mentioned because
the only instances of the working out of some arithmetical operations
which have been handed down to us are calculations expressed in
terms of such fractions; and moreover they are of special interest
as having much in common with the modern system of decimal
fractions, with the difference of course that the submultiple is 60
instead of 10. The scheme of sexagesimal fractions was used by the
Greeks in astronomical calculations and appears fully developed in
the <nWa|is of Ptolemy. The circumference of a circle, and along
with it the four right angles subtended by it at the centre, are
divided into 360 parts (T/wfjiiaTa or /xolpai) or as we should say degrees,
each fjioipa into 60 parts called (first) sixtieths, (TTP<3T<X) e^rjKocrrd,
or minutes (Acirra), each of these again into Beurtpa e^rjKoa-Ta. (seconds),
and so on. A similar division of the radius of the circle into 60

* Diophantus has a general method of expressing fractions which is the
exact reverse of modern practice; the denominator is written above the

y K� a. our

numerator, thus 7=5/3, xa = 21/25, and picf. 0£j = 1,270,568/10,816. Some-
times he writes down the numerator and then introduces the denominator

with iv nopltp or poptov, e.g. rr.^/iop. \y.afm = 3,069,000/331,776.



ARITHMETIC IN ARCHIMEDES. lxxi

parts (rfi.TJfw.Ta.) was also made, and these were each subdivided into
sixtieths, and so on. Thus a convenient fractional system was
available for general arithmetical calculations, expressed in units of
any magnitude or character, so many of the fractions which we
should represent by ^y, so many of those which we should write
(TV)2' (TO)3' a n d s o o n *° a n v e x t e n t - I t is therefore not surprising
that Ptolemy should say in one place " In general we shall use the
method of numbers according to the sexagesimal manner because of
the inconvenience of the [ordinary] fractions." For it is clear that
the successive submultiples by 60 formed a sort of frame with fixed
compartments into which any fractions whatever could be located,
and it is easy to see that e.g. in additions and subtractions the
sexagesimal fractions were almost as easy to work with as decimals
are now, 60 units of one denomination being equal to one unit of
the next higher denomination, and "carrying" and "borrowing"
being no less simple than it is when the number of units of one
denomination necessary to make one of the next higher is 10 instead
of 60. In expressing the units of the circumference, degrees, /toipcu
or the symbol /S. was generally used along with the ordinary numeral
which had a stroke above i t ; minutes, seconds, etc. were expressed
by one, two, etc. accents affixed to the numerals. Thus jS,/3 = 2o,
fioLpwv fiZ, yn/8' /J." = 47° 42' 40". Also where there was no unit in any
particular denomination O was used, signifying oiSe/xia fnolpa, ovSev
iirjKoa-Tov and the like ; thus O a' /J" O'" = 0° 1' 2" 0'". Similarly, for
the units representing the divisions of the radius the word T/j.ijfj.aTa
or some equivalent was used, and the fractions were represented as
before; thus iy«7//.aT<Dv ££ 8' ve" = 67 (units) 4' 55".

§ 2. Addition and Subtraction.
There is no doubt that, in writing down numbers for these

purposes, the several powers of 10 were kept separate in a manner
corresponding practically to our system of numerals, and the
hundreds, thousands, etc., were written in separate vertical rows.
The following would therefore be a typical form of a sum in addition;

O.VK&'= 1424

' p y 103

12281

M X' 30030

M/ya>\ V 43838
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and the mental part of the work would be the same for the Greek as
for us.

Similarly a subtraction would be represented as follows :

M/yxXr' = 93636

M/yv 6' 23409

M (TK£ 70227

§ 3. Multiplication.
A number of instances are given in Eutocius' commentary on

the Measurement of a circle, and the similarity to our procedure is
just as marked as in the above cases of addition and subtraction.
The multiplicand is written first, and below it the multiplier preceded
by kitl (= "into"). Then the highest power of 10 in the multiplier
is taken and multiplied into the terms containing the separate
multiples of the successive powers of 10, beginning with the highest
and descending to the lowest; after which the next highest power
of 10 in the multiplier is multiplied into the various denominations
in the multiplicand in the same order. The same procedure is
followed where either or both of the numbers to be multiplied
contain fractions. Two instances from Eutocius are appended from
which the whole procedure will be understood.
(1) xjnr' 780

£7Tt l/�-' X 7 8 0

M r ' 490000 56000

(2)
tyiy' L"8"

tVt ,-yty' L"8"

M,r,sV 56000 6400

sum 608400

* y

y
MpA

/ r

t'P L"
6'a' L" L."8"

tea U o rj
(y i " i " X " " *~"

9,000,000

30,000

9,000
1,500
750

30,000

100
30
5
0 1
2

9,000

30

9
\\

i +

1500

5
\\

\

\ \

750

i
TF

[6/ioB] M Pxre'ur" [9,041,250 + 30,137| + 9,041 \ + 1506 + \ + \ + -|
+ 753 + i + | + TV]

= 9,082,689T
TV



ARITHMETIC IN ARCHIMEDES, lxxiii

One instance of a similar multiplication of numbers involving
fractions may be given from Heron (pp. 80, 81). I t is only one of
many, and, for brevity, the Greek notation will be omitted. Heron
has to find the product of 4^|- and 7|-f-, and proceeds as follows:

4. 7 = 28,

A 6 2 _ 2 4 8
* � BT � ~FT~>

3 3 7 _ 2 3 1
F T � ' 8" 4 '

3 3 6 2 _ 2 0 4 6 1 _ 3 1 � 6 2 1
FT � FT FT~ � FT ~ FT + FT � FT-

The result is accordingly

ff. FT

35

The multiplication of 37° 4' 55" (in the sexagesimal system) by
itself is performed by Theon of Alexandria in his commentary on
Ptolemy's OWTOAS in an exactly similar manner.

§ 4. Division.

The operation of dividing by a number of one digit only was
easy for the Greeks as for us, and what we call "long division" was
with them performed, mutatis mutandis, in the same way as now
with the help of multiplication and subtraction. Suppose, for
instance, that the operation in the first case of multiplication given

above had to be reversed and that Mr/v (608,400) had to be divided
by i/fir' (780). The terms involving the different powers of 10 would
be mentally kept separate as in addition and subtraction, and the
first question would be, how many times will 7 hundreds go into 60
myriads, due allowance being made for the fact that the 7 hundreds
have 80 behind them and that 780 is not far short of 8 hundreds'?
The answer is 7 hundreds or i//, and this multiplied by the divisor

i/�-' (780) would give M,r' (546,000) which, subtracted from Mbp'

(608,400), leaves the remainder M^v' (62,400). This remainder has
then to be divided by 780 or a number approaching 8 hundreds, and
8 tens or TT' would have to be tried. In the particular case the
result would then be complete, the quotient being ij/ir' (780), and
there being no remainder, since tr (80) multiplied by i/�-' (780) gives

the exact figure h.fiv' (62,400).
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An actual case of long division where the dividend and divisor
contain sexagesimal fractions is described by Theon. The problem
is to divide 1515 20' 15" by 25 12' 10", and Theon's account of the
process comes to this.

Divisor Dividend

25 12' 10" 1515 20'
25.60=1500

Remainder 15 =
Sum

12'. 60 =
Remainder

10". 60 =
Remainder

25.7 ' =

Sum
12'. 7'

Remainder
10". 7'

Remainder
25. 33"

Remainder
12'. 33"

^900'
920'
720'
200'

10'
190'
175'

15' =

15"

900"
915"
84"

831"
1"

829"
825"

4"

Quotient

First term 60

Second term 7'

10'"
50"'

50'" =

Third term 33"

290'"
396'"

(too great by) 106'"

Thus the quotient is something less than 60 7' 33". It will be
observed that the difference between this operation of Theon's and

that followed in dividing M/>?u' (608,400) by fir' (780) as above is
that Theon makes three subtractions for one term of the quotient,
whereas the remainder was arrived at in the other case after one
subtraction. The result is that, though Theon's method is quite
clear, it is longer, and moreover makes it less easy to foresee what
will be the proper figure to try in the quotient, so that more time
would be apt to be lost in making unsuccessful trials.

§ 5. Extraction of the square root.

"We are now in a position to see how the operation of extracting
the square root would be likely to be attacked. First, as in the case
of division, the given whole number whose square root is required
would be separated, so to speak, into compartments each containing
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such and such a number of units and of the separate powers of 10.
Thus there would be so many units, so many tens, so many hundreds,
etc., and it would have to be borne in mind that the squares of
numbers from 1 to 9 would lie between 1 and 99, the squares of
numbers from 10 to 90 between 100 and 9900, and so on. Then the
first term of the square root would be some number of tens or
hundreds or thousands, and so on, and would have to be found in
much the same way as the first term of a quotient in a "long
division," by trial if necessary. If A is the number whose square
root is required, while a represents the first term or denomination of
the square root and x the next term or denomination still to be
found, it would be necessary to use the identity (a + xf = a?+ lax + x2

and to find x so that 2ax + a? might be somewhat less than the
remainder A � a2. Thus by trial the highest possible value of x
satisfying the condition would be easily found. If that value were
b, the further quantity 2ab + b2 would have to be subtracted from
the first remainder A � of, and from the second remainder thus left
a third term or denomination of the square root would have to be
derived, and so on. That this was the actual procedure adopted is
clear from a simple case given by Theon in his commentary on the
cnWa£is. Here the square root of 144 is in question, and it is
obtained by means of Eucl. II. 4. The highest possible denomina-
tion (i.e. power of 10) in the square root is 10 ; 102 subtracted from
144 leaves 44, and this must contain not only twice the product of
10 and the next term of the square root but also the square of that
next term itself. Now, since 2.10 itself produces 20, the division
of 44 by 20 suggests 2 as the next term of the square root; and
this turns out to be the exact figure required, since

2 . 20 + 22 = 44.

The same procedure is illustrated by Theon's explanation of
Ptolemy's method of extracting square roots according to the
sexagesimal system of fractions. The problem is to find approxi-
mately the square root of 4500 juoipat or degrees, and a geometrical
figure is used which makes clear the essentially Euclidean basis of
the whole method. Nesselmann gives a complete reproduction of
the passage of Theon, but the following purely arithmetical represen-
tation of its purport will probably be found clearer, when looked at
side by side with the figure.

Ptolemy has first found the integral part of v4500 to be 67.
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Now 672 = 4489, so that the remainder is 11. Suppose now that
the rest of the square root is expressed by means of the usual
sexagesimal fractions, and that we may therefore put

V4500 = = 67

where x, y are yet to be found. Thus x must be such that 2.67a

is somewhat less than 11, or a; must be somewhat less than -A-
2.67

330
or -STT, which is at the same time greater than 4. On trial, it

turns out that 4 will satisfy the conditions of the problem, namely
/ 4 \ 2

that ( 67 + 777; I must be less than 4500, so that a remainder will
V oO/

be left by means of which y may be found.

4'

55"

67°

4489

268'

3688" 40'"

4'

268'

16"

55"

' 
40

'"
36

88

X

2. 67.4 / 4 V
Now 11 ^rs~ ( TTR ) is the remainder, and this is equal to

60 \oO/

1 1 . 6 0 2 - 2 . 6 7 . 4 . 6 0 - 1 6 7424
602 602 "

/ 4 \ yThus we must suppose that 2 ( 67 + ̂  j *j approximates to

or that 8048y is approximately equal to 7424. 60.

7424



ARITHMETIC IN ARCHIMEDES. lxxvii

Therefore y is approximately equal to 55. "We have then to
subtract

)\* 442640 3025
iy ' or 603 + W

from the remainder - , above found.

, x 442640 . 7424 . 2800 46 40
The subtraction of � ^ � from ^ gives , , or r̂-2 + ^-3;

3025
but Theon does not go further and subtract the remaining -�j- >

55instead of which he merely remarks that the square of ^

46 40
approximates to -w^ + ^ r j . As a matter of fact, if we deduct the

bu ou
3025 2800 . , . . ,, . . , v .

trom , so as to obtain the correct remainder, it is
. , . , 164975found to be � .

0O4

To show the power of this method of extracting square roots by
means of sexagesimal fractions, it is only necessary to mention that

Ptolemy gives -^r- + -� + ^ 3 as an approximation to V3, which

approximation is equivalent to 1'7320509 in the ordinary decimal
notation and is therefore correct to 6 places.

But it is now time to pass to the question how Archimedes
obtained the two approximations to the value of \/3 which he
assumes in the Measurement of a circle. In dealing with this
subject I shall follow the historical method of explanation adopted
by Hultsch, in preference to any of the mostly a priori theories
which the ingenuity of a multitude of writers has devised at
different times.

§ 6. Early investigations of surds or incommensurables.

From a passage in Proclus' commentary on Eucl. 1. * we learn
that it was Pythagoras who discovered the theory of irrationals
(?7 TUJV dXoyoiv irpay/uaTeta.). Further Plato says (Theaetetus 147 D),

"On square roots this Theodorus [of Cyrene] wrote a work in

* p. 65 (ed. Friedlein).
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which he proved to us, with reference to those of 3 or 5 [square] feet
that they are incommensurable in length with the side of one square
foot, and proceeded similarly to select, one by one, each [of the other
incommensurable roots] as far as the root of 17 square feet, beyond
which for some reason he did not go." The reason why >/2 is not
mentioned as an incommensurable square root must be, as Cantor
says, that it was before known to be such. We may therefore
conclude that it was the square root of 2 which was geometrically
constructed by Pythagoras and proved to be incommensurable with
the side of a square in which it represented the diagonal. A clue
to the method by which Pythagoras investigated the value of \/2
is found by Cantor and Hultsch in the famous passage of Plato
{Rep. VIII. 546 B, C) about the 'geometrical' or 'nuptial' number.
Thus, when Plato contrasts the prj-rrj and app-qros Sia/nerpos Trji
�n-efi.7ra.Sos, he is referring to the diagonal of a square whose side
contains five units of length; the apprjTos Sia/teTpos, or the irrational
diagonal, is then >/50 itself, and the nearest rational number is
V50 � 1, which is the pririj SidfifTpos. We have herein the
explanation of the way in which Pythagoras must have made the
first and most readily comprehensible approximation to J2; he
must have taken, instead of 2, an improper fraction equal to it but
such that the denominator was a square in any case, while the
numerator was as near as possible to a complete square. Thus

Pythagoras chose -^=, and the first approximation to V2 was

7 � 7
accordingly ^, it being moreover obvious that \ / 2 > - . Again,
Pythagoras cannot have been unaware of the truth of the
proposition, proved in Eucl. n. 4, that (a + b)2 = a2 + 2ab + b", where
a, b are any two straight lines, for this proposition depends solely
upon propositions in Book I. which precede the Pythagorean
proposition I. 47 and which, as the basis of I. 47, must necessarily
have been in substance known to its author. A slightly different
geometrical proof would give the formula (a � b)2 = a" � 2ab + b2,
which must have been equally well known to Pythagoras. I t could
not therefore have escaped the discoverer of the first approximation
N/50� 1 for V50 that the use of the formula with the positive sign

would give a much nearer approximation, viz. 7 + yr, which is only



ARITHMETIC IN ARCHIMEDES. lxxix

greater than A/50 to the extent of ( TT ) � Thus we may properly

assign to Pythagoras the discovery of the fact represented by

The consequential result that «/2 > ̂  \/5O � 1 is used by

Aristarchus of Samos in the 7th proposition of his work On the
size and distances of the sun and moon*.

With reference to the investigations of the values of «/3, A/5,
«/6, «/l7 by Theodorus, it is pretty certain that *J3 was
geometrically represented by him, in the same way as it appears

* Part of the proof of this proposition was a sort of foretaste of the first part
of Prop. 3 of Archimedes' Measurement of a
circle, and the substance of it is accordingly
appended as reproduced by Hultsch.

ABEK is a square, KB a diagonal, L HBE
= \L KBE, L FBE = S°, and AC is perpendicu-
lar to BF so that the triangles ACB, BEF are
similar.

Aristarchus seeks to prove that
AB : BC > 18 : 1.

If R denote a right angle, the angles KBE,
HBE, FBE are respectively f£.R, |£R, 5\R.

Then HE : FE > L HBE : L FBE.

[This is assumed as a known lemma by Aristarchus as well as Archimedes.]

Therefore HE : FE => 15 : 2 (a).

Now, by construction, BK'i=2BE'i.

Also [Eucl. vi. 3] BK:BE = KH:HE;

whence KH=42HE.

And, since v/2
25 '

KH : HE > 7 : 5,

so that KE: EH > 12: 5

From (a) and (/3), ex aequali,

KE : FE > 18 : 1.

Therefore, since BF > BE (or KE),

BF : FE > 18 : 1,
80 that, by similar triangles,

AB : BC > 18 : 1.

�OS).
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afterwards in Archimedes, as the perpendicular from an angular
point of an equilateral triangle on the opposite side. It would
thus be readily comparable with the side of the " 1 square foot"
mentioned by Plato. The fact also that it is the side of three
square feet (TpiVovs Swa/tus) which was proved to be incommensurable
suggests that there was some special reason in Theodorus' proof for
specifying feet, instead of units of length simply; and the ex-
planation is probably that Theodorus subdivided the sides of his
triangles in the same way as the Greek foot was divided into
halves, fourths, eighths and sixteenths. Presumably therefore,

� 50
exactly as Pythagoras had approximated to >Ji by putting -^

for 2, Theodorus started from the identity 3 = y^. It would then

be clear that
48 + 1 . 7
T 6 - ' 1 - 6 - 4-

To investigate V48 further, Theodorus would put it in the form

V49 � 1, as Pythagoras put v50 into the form \/49 + 1, and the

result would be
1

1'< 14'

We know of no further investigations into incommensurable
square roots until we come to Archimedes.

§ 7. Archimedes' approximations to «/3.

Seeing that Aristarchus of Santos was still content to use the
first and very rough approximation to s/2 discovered by Pythagoras,
it is all the more astounding that Aristarchus' younger contemporary
Archimedes should all at once, without a word of explanation, give
out that

1351 pr 265
7 8 0 ~ > V l 5 > T 5 3 '

as he does in the Measurement of a circle.
In order to lead up to the explanation of the probable steps by

which Archimedes obtained these approximations, Hultsch adopts
the same method of analysis as was used by the Greek geometers in
solving problems, the method, that is, of supposing the problem
solved and following out the necessary consequences. To compare
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the two fractions r j and , we first divide both denominators
loo 7oU

into their smallest factors, and we obtain

7 8 0 = 2 . 2 . 3 . 5 . 1 3 ,

153 = 3.3 .17.
We observe also that 2. 2 .13 = 52, while 3.17 = 51, and we may
therefore show the relations between the numbers thus,

780 = 3 . 5. 52,

153 = 3.51.

For convenience of comparison we multiply the numerator and

denominator of -^-^ by 5 ; the two original fractions are then
Loo

1351 , 1325
and

15.52 15.51'

so that we can put Archimedes' assumption in the form

1351 f~ 1325

-5^->15^> 5T'

and this is seen to be equivalent to

26-i>15v /3>26-^ r .o2 51

Now 26 � =̂ = ̂ / 262 � 1 + (^s) j and the latter expression

is an approximation to v/262� 1.

We have then 26 - ^ > J2&1 - 1.

As 26 � ̂ , was compared with 15/^3, and we want an ap-

proximation to J3 itself, we divide by 15 and so obtain

But ^ 2 6 M = / ^ 1 = y | = 4 and it follows

that

The lower limit for \/3 was given by

H. A. f
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and a glance at this suggests that it may have been arrived at by
simply substituting (52 � 1) for 52.

Now as a matter of fact the following proposition is true. If
a2 + b is a whole number which is not a square, while a2 is the nearest
square number (above or below the first number, as the case may be),
then

a + jr� > V a' + b > a +
-2a±T

Hultsch proves this pair of inequalities in a series of propositions
formulated after the Greek manner, and there can be little doubt
that Archimedes had discovered and proved the same results in
substance, if not in the same form. The following circumstances
confirm the probability of this assumption.

(1) Certain approximations given by Heron show that he
knew and frequently used the formula

j
\la2 ± ±^� ,

Aa

(where the sign eo denotes "is approximately equal to").

Thus he gives \/50 co 7 + yr,

J-J.
(2) The formula \/a2 + &coa + - =� is used by the Arabian

Alkarkhl (11th century) who drew from Greek sources (Cantor,
p. 719 sq.).

It can therefore hardly be accidental that the formula

o i^�r i
a + -=- > v a +b > a+ x =-

2a ~ 2a + 1
gives us what we want in order to obtain the two Archimedean

approximations to V3, and that in direct connexion with one

another*.
*� Most of the a priori theories as to the origin of the approximations are

open to the serious objection that, as a rule, they give series of approximate
values in which the two now in question do not follow consecutively, but are
separated by others which do not appear in Archimedes. Hultsch's explanation
is much preferable as being free from this objection. But it is fair to say that
the actual formula used by Hultsch appears in Hunrath's solution of the puzzle
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We are now in a position to work out the synthesis as follows.
From the geometrical representation of <s/3 as the perpendicular
from an angle of an equilateral triangle on the opposite side we
obtain «y22� 1 = «/3 and, as a first approximation,

2 - ^ > v / 3 .

Using our formula we can transform this at once into

^ 3 > 2 - I i - 1 > o r 2 - 1 .

( IN 5
2 - ^ J, or ^, and would obtain

which

= * /

(
25 27
-Q-, which he would compare with 3, or � ; i.e. he would put

� and would obtain

To obtain a still nearer approximation, he would proceed in the
/26V 676 675

same manner and compare { j= J , or ^OK > W1*n 3> ° r K^K > whence it

would appear that \/3 = . / � ̂ � ,

and therefore that =-= f 26 � � J > «/3,
that is, 1 ^ - > s/3.
The application of the formula would then give the result

,, . . /5- 1326 - 1 265
that1S, V3>- 1 g -g - r , o r m .
The complete result would therefore be

1351 ,- 265
780 > V d > 153"

(Die Berechnung irrationaler Quadratwurzeln vor der Herrschaft der Decimal-
briiche, Kiel, 1884, p . 2 1 ; of. Ueber das Ausziehen der Quadratwurzel bei
Oriechen und Indern, Hadersleben, 1883), and the same formula is implicitly
used in one of the solutions suggested by Tannery (Sur la mesure du eercle
d'Archimede in Mimoires de la societe des sciences physiques et naturelles de
Bordeaux, 2° serie, iv. (1882), p. 313-337).
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Thus Archimedes probably passed from the first approximation
7 5 . 5 . 26 , . 26 . . . . . 1351
j to =, from 5 to pr , and from � directly to - ^ , the closest
approximation of all, from which again he derived the less close

approximation ~^r. The reason why he did not proceed to a still

1351
nearer approximation than ^r- is probably that the squaring of

this fraction would have brought in numbers much too large to be
conveniently used in the rest of his calculations. A similar reason

5 7
will account for his having started from �= instead of j j if he had

used the latter, he would first have obtained, by the same method,

~ , and thence � j i A > \ / 3 , or ^ > V ' 3 ; the squaring
97 - x/972 � 1

of v^ would have given «/3 = E^�» a n d the corresponding
00 Ob

1 001 fj

approximation would have given . , where again the numbers
are inconveniently large for his purpose.

§ 8. Approximations to the square roots of large
numbers.

Archimedes gives in the Measurement of a circle the following
approximate values:

= t /

(1)

(2)

(3)

W
(5)

(6)

(7)

3013f �>

1838^->

1009£>

2017£>

591|<

1172|<

2339J<

V9082321,

V3380929,

v/1018405,

v/4069284¥V,

V349450,

v/l373943|f,

v/5472132TV.

There is no doubt that in obtaining the integral portion
of the square root of these numbers Archimedes used the method
based on the Euclidean theorem (a + J)2 = a2 + lab + b' which has
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already been exemplified in the instance given above from Theon,
where an approximation to N/4500 is found in sexagesimal fractions.
The method does not substantially differ from that now followed; but
whereas, to take the first case, V9082321, we can at once see what
will be the number of digits in the square root by marking off pairs
of digits in the given number, beginning from the end, the absence
of a sign for 0 in Greek made the number of digits in the square
root less easy to ascertain because, as written in Greek, the number
Vi

TAfirKa! only contains six signs representing digits instead of seven.
Even in the Greek notation however it would not be difficult to see
that, of the denominations, units, tens, hundreds, etc. in the square
root, the units would correspond to no! in the original number, the

tens to fir, the hundreds to M, and the thousands to M. Thus it
would be clear that the square root of 9082321 must be of the form

1000* + 1 ( % + 10a + w,

where *, y, z, w can only have one or other of the values 0,1, 2,... 9.
Supposing then that x is found, the remainder N- (1000a:)3, where
N is the given number, must next contain 2. 1000a:. 100j/ and
(100y)2, then 2 (1000a; + lOOy) . 10« and (lOz)', after which the
remainder must contain two more numbers similarly formed.

In the particular case (1) clearly a; = 3. The subtraction of
(3000)" leaves 82321, which must contain 2. 3000. lOOy. But, even
if y is as small as 1, this product would be 600,000, which is greater
than 82321. Hence there is no digit representing hundreds in the
square root. To find z, we know that 82321 must contain

2.3000.

and z has to be obtained by dividing 82321 by 60,000. Therefore
%� 1. Again, to find w, we know that the remainder

(82321-2. 3000.10-102),

or 22221, must contain 2.3010w + w2, and dividing 22221 by
2.3010 we see that w = 3. Thus 3013 is the integral portion of
the square root, and the remainder is 22221-(2. 3010. 3+ 32), or
4152.

The conditions of the proposition now require that the approxi-
mate value to be taken for the square root must not be less than
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the real value, and therefore the fractional part to be added to 3013
must be if anything too great. Now it is easy to see that the

fraction to be added is greater than -= because 2. 3013. ̂  + (� J is

less than the remainder 4152. Suppose then that the number

required (which is nearer to 3014 than to 3013) is 3014�-,

and - has to be if anything too small.

Now (3014)2 = (3013)3 + 2. 3013 + 1 = (3013)2 + 6027

= 9082321-4152 + 6027,

whence 9082321 = (3014)s - 1875.

By applying Archimedes' formula sja2 + b < a ± �, we obtain
-2a'

1875in

The required value - has therefore to be not greater than
p 1

It remains to be explained why Archimedes put for � the value j

which is equal to TUT^X. In the first place, he evidently preferred

fractions with unity for numerator and some power of 2 for
denominator because they contributed to ease in working, e.g. when
two such fractions, being equal to each other, had to be added.

9 1
(The exceptions, the fractions yy and ^, are to be explained by
exceptional circumstances presently to be mentioned.) Further, in
the particular case, it must be remembered that in the subsequent

work 2911 had to be added to 3014-^ and the sum divided by 780,

or 2. 2. 3 . 5. 13. I t would obviously lead to simplification if a
factor could be divided out, e.g. the best for the purpose, 13. Now,
dividing 2911 + 3014, or 5925, by 13, we obtain the quotient 455,

ip

and a remainder 10, so that 1 0 - - remains to be divided by 13.
1

Therefore - has to be so chosen that lOq�p is divisible by 13, while

- approximates to, but is not greater than, 5 7 ^ . The solution
q oU-so
p = \, q � i would therefore be natural and easy.
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(2) V3380929.
The usual process for extraction of the square root gave as the

integral part of it 1838, and as the remainder 2685. As before, it
was easy to see that the exact root was nearer to 1839 than to 1838,
and that

V3380929 = 18382 + 2685 = 1839s - 2.1838 - 1 + 2685

= 1839*-992.

The Archimedean formula then gave

992
1839- 2.1839'

It could not have escaped Archimedes that -r was a near approxima-

,. , 992 1984 . 1 1839 , 1
t l O n * d3678 OT 7356' S m C e I = 7356 ; a n d 4
the necessary condition that the fraction to be taken must be less

2
than the real value. Thus it is clear that, in taking JT as the

approximate value of the fraction, Archimedes had in view the
simplification of the subsequent work by the elimination of a factor.

If the fraction be denoted by - , the sum of 1839 � - and 1823, or
J q q

3662 - ^ , had to be divided by 240, i.e. by 6. 40. Division of 3662

by 40 gave 22 as remainder, and then p, q had to be so chosen that

22 � - was conveniently divisible by 40, while - was less than but
QQfJ

approximately equal to �^?.. The solution p = 2, q= 11 was easily
00V0

seen to satisfy the conditions.

(3) V1018405.
The usual procedure gave 1018405 = 1009a +324 and the ap-

proximation

324
It was here necessary that the fraction to replace ^jrrx should be

greater but approximately equal to it, and ^ satisfied the conditions,

while the subsequent work did not require any change in it.
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(4) 74069284^.-

The usual process gave 4069284J¥ = 2017* + 995^5 it followed
that

2017 + ^ - !

and 2017^ was an obvious value to take as an approximation
somewhat greater than the left side of the inequality.

(5) V349450.

In the case of this and the two following roots an approximation
had to be obtained which was less, instead of greater, than the true
value. Thus Archimedes had to use the second part of the formula

± J t f ± t ±

In the particular case of ^349450 the integral part of the root is
591, and the remainder is 169. This gave the result

and since 169 = 13', while 2.591 + 1=7.13*, it resulted without
further calculation that

V349450>591|.

Why then did Archimedes take, instead of this approximation,
another which was not so close, viz. 591^? The answer which the
subsequent working and the other approximations in the first part of
the proof suggest is that he preferred, for convenience of calculation,

to use for his approximations fractions of the form ^ only. But he

could not have failed to see that to take the nearest fraction of this

form, -, instead of = might conceivably affect his final result and
o i

make it less near the truth than it need be. As a matter of fact,
as Hultsch shows, it does not affect the result to take 591^- and to
work onwards from that figure. Hence we must suppose that
Archimedes had satisfied himself, by taking 591£ and proceeding on
that basis for some distance, that he would not be introducing any
appreciable error in taking the more convenient though less accurate
approximation 591^.
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(6) 7l373943ff.

In this case the integral portion of the root is 1172, and the
remainder 359ff. Thus, if R denote the root,

359
> 1 1 7 2 + 2.1172 + 1' af°rtiori-

359
Now 2.1172 + 1 = 2345; the fraction accordingly becomes

1 / 359 \
and f: (= <._1Q ) satisfies the necessary conditions, viz. that it must

7 \ J1DL0J

be approximately equal to, but not greater than, the given fraction.
Here again Archimedes would have taken 1172 -̂ as the approximate
value but that, for the same reason as in the last case, 1172-J- was
more convenient.

(7) N/5472T32TV.

The integral portion of the root is here 2339, and the remainder
1211-j5g-, so that, if B is the exact root,

> 2339|, a fortiori.

A few words may be added concerning Archimedes' ultimate
reduction of the inequalities

Q 667J

to the simpler result 3 = > ir > 3 =^ .

As a matter of fact �= = ^ , so that in the first fraction it was
7 4o74j

only necessary to make the small change of diminishing the de-

nominator by 1 in order to obtain the simple 3 = .

As regards the lower limit for -IT, we see that *.- = oA7>7r; and
Mlifc O0D9

Hultsch ingeniously suggests the method of trying the effect of
increasing the denominator of the latter fraction by 1. This
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1137 379
produces or n;T.7> > an(^> ^ w e divide 2690 by 379, the quotient

oU/O 2byOis between 7 and 8, so that

1 379_ 1

7 > 2 6 9 0 > 8 -

Now it is a known proposition (proved in Pappus vn. p. 689)
� ; . . a c � a a + c
that, if j- > -,, then r > 7 ..

b d b b+d
Similarly it may be proved that

a + c c
b+d d'

I t follows in the above case that

379 379 + 1
2690 2690 + 8 8 '

which exactly gives s r > o >

, 10 . 379 ,, 1 .
and -=zr is very much nearer to 7^7^. than ^ is.

71 2vv\) o

Note on alternative hypotheses with regard to the

approximations to *J3.

For a description and examination of all the various theories put
forward, up to the year 1882, for the purpose of explaining Archimedes'
approximations to \JZ the reader is referred to the exhaustive paper by
Dr Siegmund Gunther, entitled Die quadratischen Irratwnalitaten der Alien
vmd deren Entvrickelungsmethoden (Leipzig, 1882). The same author gives
further references in his Abriss der Geschichte der Mathematik und der Natv/r-
toissenschaften im Altertwm forming an Appendix to Vol. v. Pt. 1 of Iwan von
Muller's Handbhch der Massischen Altertums-vfitsenschaft (Miinchen, 1894).

Gunther groups the different hypotheses under three general heads :

(1) those which amount to a more or less disguised use of the
method of continued fractions and under which are included the solutions
of De Lagny, Mollweide, Hauber, Buzengeiger, Zeuthen, P. Tannery (first
solution), Heilermann;

(2) those which give the approximations in the form of a series

of fractions such as a H 1 1 h...; under this class come the

solutions of Eadicke, v. Pessl, Rodet (with reference to the (Jjulvasutras),
Tannery (second solution);
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(3) those which locate the incommensurable surd between a greater
and lesser limit and then proceed to draw the limits closer and closer.
This class includes the solutions of Oppermann, Alexejeff, Schonborn,
Hunrath, though the first two are also connected by Giinther with the
method of continued fractions.

Of the methods so distinguished by Giinther only those need be here
referred to which can, more or less, claim to rest on a historical basis
in the sense of representing applications or extensions of principles laid
down in the works of Greek mathematicians other than Archimedes which
have come down to us. Most of these quasi-historical solutions connect
themselves with the system of tide- and diagonal-numbers (jfktvpuaA and
8ia/x�rpocol dpidfioi) explained by Theon of Smyrna (c. 130 A.D.) in a work
which was intended to give so much of the principles of mathematics as
was necessary for the study of the works of Plato.

The side- and diagonal-numbers are formed as follows. We start with
two units, and (a) from the sum of them, (6) from the sum of twice
the first unit and once the second, we form two new numbers; thus

1.1 + 1 = 2, 2 .1 + 1 = 3.

Of these numbers the first is a side- and the second a diagonal-number
respectively, or (as we may say)

a2=2, d2 = Z.

In the same way as these numbers were formed from al=l) dl=l, suc-
cessive pairs of numbers are formed from a2, d2, and so on, in accordance
with the formula

«n+i=«.i+<4) dn+1=1an+dn,
whence we have

a 3 = l . 2 + 3 = 5 , rf3=2.2 + 3 = 7,
ai=\. 5 + 7 = 12, dt=2.5 + 7 = 17,

and so on.
Theon states, with reference to these numbers, the general proposition

which we should express by the equation

<y-w±i.
The proof (no doubt omitted because it was well-known) is simple. For
we have

-2
2 - 2aB_2

2), and so on,

while df � 2ax
2= - 1 ; whence the proposition is established.

Cantor has pointed out that any one familiar with the truth of this
proposition could not have failed to observe that, as the numbers were
successively formed, the value of dn

2jan
2 would approach more and more

nearly to 2, and consequently the successive fractions dn/an would give
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nearer and nearer approximations to the value of Vi, or in other words that
1 3 7 17 41
1' 2 ' 5 ' 12' 29'

are successive approximations to \/2. It is to be observed that the third

of these approximations, - , is the Pythagorean approximation which
D

appears to be hinted at by Plato, while the above scheme of Theon,
amounting to a method of finding all the solutions in positive integers of
the indeterminate equation

and given in a work designedly introductory to the study of Plato,
distinctly suggests, as Tannery has pointed out, the probability that even
in Plato's lifetime the systematic investigation of the said equation had
already begun in the Academy. In this connexion Proclus' commentary
on Eucl. i. 47 is interesting. It is there explained that in isosceles
right-angled triangles "it is not possible to find numbers corresponding to
the sides; for there is no square number which is double of a square
except in the sense of approximately double, e.g. 72 is double of 52 less 1."
When it is remembered that Theon's process has for its object the finding
of any number of squares differing only by unity from double the squares
of another series of numbers respectively, and that the sides of the two
sets of squares are called diagonal- and «iofe-numbers respectively, the
conclusion becomes almost irresistible that Plato had such a system in
mind when he spoke of pijrij dtdpcrpor {rational diagonal) as compared
with apptjrot iiaiurpos (irrational diagonal) T^S ire/iiraSos (cf. p. lxxviii above).

One supposition then is that, following a similar line to that by which
successive approximations to \[% could be obtained from the successive
solutions, in rational numbers, of the indeterminate equations 2a3 - y 2 = ± 1 ,
Archimedes set himself the task of finding all the solutions, in rational
numbers, of the two indeterminate equations bearing a similar relation

to V5, viz.
a 3 s l

Zeuthen appears to have been the first to connect, eo nomine, the ancient
approximations to \[Z with the solution of these equations, which are also
made by Tannery the basis of his first method. But, in substance, the
same method had been used as early as 1723 by De Lagny, whose
hypothesis will be, for purposes of comparison, described after Tannery's
which it so exactly anticipated.

Zeuthen's solution.
After recalling the fact that, even before Euclid's time, the solution

of the indeterminate equation zi+y2=z2 by means of the substitutions
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was well known, Zeuthen concludes that there could have been no
difficulty in deducing from Eucl. II. 5 the identity

from which, by multiplying up, it was easy to obtain the formula

3 (2mn)2+(m2 - 3»2)2=(TO2+3n2)2.

If therefore one solution TO2 � 3«i2=1 was known, a second could at once
be found by putting

Now obviously the equation

mi-3ni=l

is satisfied by the values m=2, >i=l ; hence the next solution of the
equation

2 Z i \

is «1 , ^ ;

and, proceeding in like manner, we have any number of solutions as

#2 = 2 .7 .4=56 ,

3 , y3= 2 .97. 56=10864,

and so on.

Next, addressing himself to the other equation

X2-3f=-2,
Zeuthen uses the identity

(TO + 3»)2 - 3 (m + re)2 = - 2 (TO2 - 3re2).
Thus, if we know one solution of the equation »i2 � 3n2=l, we can proceed
to substitute

Suppose TO = 2, « = 1, as before ; we then have

If we put x2�x1 + 3^=14, yi�x1+y1 = &, we obtain

^ = 14 = 7
y2 s 4

(and m=7, » = 4 is seen to be a solution of m2 � 3ra2=l).

Starting again from x2,y2, we have

�% = 38, y3 = 22,

and ?3 = 19
y3 i i

(M = 19, »=11 being a solution of the equation TO2 � 3)!2= - 2 ) ;

a;4 = 104, #4=60,

whence S = ?i>
#4 15
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(and m=26, m=15 satisfies »i2-3»i2=l),

�. ., , Xf, 97 x7 265 ,
Similarly � = -^, -L = -^=, and so on.1 ys 56' y, 153'
This method gives all the successive approximations to V3, taking

account as it does of both the equations

Tannery's first solution.

Tannery asks himself the question how Diophantus would have set
about solving the two indeterminate equations. He takes the first equation
in the generalised form

#2�a?/2=l,
and then, assuming one solution (p, q) of the equation to be known, he
supposes

Then Pi2~a<2i2 � m<l3oi ~ %mPx +P2 �<M?2�2aqx � aq2 = 1,
whence, since pi�acji�\, by hypothesis,

mp + aq

so that Jnt+a)P + 2amq
- r l m 2 - a ' 2 i nfi � a

and Px~ «21
2=1.

The values of plt q1 so found are rational but not necessarily integral;
if integral solutions are wanted, we have only to put

Pl=
where (w, v) is another integral solution of x2 - ay2� 1.

Generally, if (p, q) be a known solution of the equation
x2-ay2=r,

supposep1 = ap+fiq, qi=yP + &q, and "il suffit pour determiner a, ft y, 8 de
connaltre les trois groupes de solutions les plus simples et de resoudre
deux couples d'e'quations du premier degre1 a deux inconnues." Thus
(1) for the equation

the first three solutions are

{p � 1, <?=0), (p=2,q=V), (p = 7, 2=4),

whence

so that a = 2,/3=3, y = l, 8=2,
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and it follows that the fourth solution is given by

p = 2. 7 + 3.4 = 26,

q = \. 7 + 2.4 = 15;

(2) for the equation x* - 3y2 = - 2,

the first three solutions being (1, 1), (5, 3), (19, 11), we have

5 = a+/3l , 19
3 = y + 8j n l l

whence a = 2, 0=3, y = l , 8=2, and the next solution is given by

JO = 2 . 19 + 3.11 = 71,
2=1.19 + 2.11 = 41,

and so on.
Therefore, by using the two indeterminate equations and proceeding as

shown, all the successive approximations to >Jz can be found.
Of the two methods of dealing with the equations it will be seen that

Tannery's has the advantage, as compared with Zeuthen's, that it can be
applied to the solution of any equation of the form x2 � ay'i=r.

Be Lagny's method.

The argument is this. If -Jz could be exactly expressed by an im-
proper fraction, that fraction would fall between 1 and 2, and the square of
its numerator would be three times the square of its denominator. Since
this is impossible, two numbers have to be sought such that the square of
the greater differs as little as possible from 3 times the square of the
smaller, though it may be either greater or less. De Lagny then evolved
the following successive relations,

22=3.12+1, 5 2=3.32-2 , 72 = 3.42 + l, 192 = 3.112-2,

262 = 3.152 + 1, 712 = 3.412-2, etc.

From these relations were derived a series of fractions greater than «/3,

viz. Y > T ) TS > e*c-i a n d another series of fractions less than V3, viz.

- , � , � , etc. The law of formation was found in each case to be that, if

- was one fraction in the series and �, the next, then
2 2

This led to the results
2 7 26 97 362 1351
l > 4 > 1 5 > 5 6 > 2 0 9 > 780

5 19 71 265 989 3691
< < < < <
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while the law of formation of the successive approximations in each series
is precisely that obtained by Tannery as the result of treating the two
indeterminate equations by the Diophantine method.

Heilermann's method.

This method needs to be mentioned because it also depends upon a
generalisation of the system of side- and diagonal-mnaibers given by Theon
of Smyrna.

Theon's rule of formation was

and Heilermann simply substitutes for 2 in the second relation any
arbitrary number a, developing the following scheme,

It follows that

By subtraction, DB
2 - aSn

2 = (1 - a) (Dn^
2 - *S M

! )

= ( ! - « ) * (A.-22 - cfcW), similarly,

This corresponds to the most general form of the " Pellian" equation

x2 � ay2 = (const.).

If now we put D0=S0= 1, we have

-„ i

from which it appears that, where the fraction on the right-hand i

approaches zero as n increases, -^ is an approximate value for -Ja.

Clearly in the case where a = 3 , 2>0=2, S0=l we have

So = l ' £[ = 3 ' ^ 2
 = "8~ = 4 ' ^3 = 11 ' ^Si

==30 = 15'

A _ 7 1 ^ _ 194 _ 97 A = ?65

^ ~ 4 1 ' *S6~"112~56' /S7~153'
and so on.
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But the method is, as shown by Heilermann, more rapid if it is used to
find, not V«> but b\ja, where b is so chosen as to make b2a (which takes

27
the place of a) somewhat near to unity. Thus suppose a=^-, so that

__ o _

Va=-V3, and we then have (putting D0=S0=l)
u

� � � 52 , ,- 5 26 26Si=2, A=25> and V 3 ~ - . - , o r - ,

102 n _ 54+52 _ 106 , ,- 5 106 265
Al!=25~' i>2~~~25~-~25~' a n d V < J ~3- iO2 ' ° r 153'

208 102.27 106 _ 5404
3 = 25 ' 3~ 25.25 + "25 ~25725'

5404 5 1351

°rand

This is one of the very few instances of success in bringing out the two
Archimedean approximations in immediate sequence without any foreign
values intervening. No other methods appear to connect the two values
in this direct way except those of Hunrath and Hultsch depending on the
formula

a±^->'JoJ±b>a±7~^�.
2ct itOi^r 1

We now pass to the second class of solutions which develops the
approximations in the form of the sum of a series of fractions, and under
this head comes

Tannery's second method.

This may be exhibited by means of its application (1) to the case of the

square root of a large number, e.g. V349450 or \Z5712 + 23409, the first of

the kind appearing in Archimedes, (2) to the case of sjz.

(1) Using the formula
b

we try the effect of putting for V5712 + 23409 the expression

23409
571 + 1142 '

It turns out that this gives correctly the integral part of the root, and we
now suppose the root to be

571 + 20 + i .
m

Squaring and regarding �̂  as negligible, we have

H. A.

^ + � = 5712 + 23409,
mm
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1182
whence = 169,

m '

anda n a

so that V349450 >591 =.

(2) Bearing in mind that

we have V3=<v/l2+2e-ol + 2��-

co l + ? -

Assuming then that \/3 = ( » H� J, squaring and neglecting � ,̂ we obtain

� + � = 3

whence m=15, and we get as the second approximation

5 1 26
3 + 1 5 ' o r 15-

We have now 262-3.152=1,

and can proceed to find other approximations by means of Tannery's first
method.

Or we can also put ( l + s + T= + - ) =3 ,
\ o 15 nj

262 . 52

and, neglecting �2, we get

whence n= �15. 52=� 780, and
2 J__ 1

h3 + 15~780"' 780.
1 O R 1

It is however to be observed that this method only connects -f=p- with
7oO

� and not with the intermediate approximation ~ ^ , to obtain which
15 loo
Tannery implicitly uses a particular case of the formula of Hunrath and
Hultsch.

Rodet's method was apparently invented to explain the approximation
in the Qulvasutras*

/� 1 1 1

* See Cantor, Vorlesungen uber Gesch. d. Math. p. 600 sq.
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4
but, given the approximation = , the other two successive approximations

o

indicated by the formula can be obtained by the method of squaring just
described* without such elaborate work as that of Rodet, which, when
applied to <v/3, only gives the same results as the simpler method.

Lastly, with reference to the third class of solutions, it may be
mentioned
(1) that Oppermann used the formula

2 /� 3
which gave successively y > v 3 > ^,

but only led to one of the Archimedean approximations, and that by
combining the last two ratios, thus

97 + 168 _ 265
56 + 97 ~ 1 5 3 '

(2) that Schonborn came somewhat near to the formula successfully used
by Hunrath and Hultsch when he proved t that

t. r.

a±�>ya2±b>a±

* Cantor had already pointed this out in his first edition of 1880.
+ Zeitschrift fur Math. u. Physik (Hist. litt. Abtheilung) xxvni. (1883),

p. 169 sq.

9-2



CHAPTER V.

ON THE PROBLEMS KNOWN AS NETSEIS.

THE word vtvcris, commonly inclinatio in Latin, is difficult to
translate satisfactorily, but its meaning will be gathered from some
general remarks by Pappus having reference to the two Books of
Apollonius entitled vcweis (now lost). Pappus says*, " A line is
said to verge (vevuv) towards a point if, being produced, it reach the
point," and he gives, among particular cases of the general form of
the problem, the following.

"Two lines being given in position, to place between them a
straight line given in length and verging towards a given point."

"If there be given in position (1) a semicircle and a straight
line at right angles to the base, or (2) two semicircles with their
bases in a straight line, to place between the two lines a straight
line given in length and verging towards a corner (ywvtav) of a
semicircle."

Thus a straight line has to be laid across two lines or curves so
that it passes through a given point and the intercept on it between
the lines or curves is equal to a given length+.

§ 1. The following allusions to particular veu'creis are found in
Archimedes. The proofs of Props. 5, 6, 7 of the book On Spirals
use respectively three particular cases of the general theorem that,

* Pappus (ea. Hultsch) vn. p. 670.
t In the German translation of Zeuthen's work, Die Lehre von den

KegeUehnitten im Altertum, veveis is translated by " Einschiebung," or as we
might say " insertion," bat this fails to express the condition that the required
line must pass through a given point, just as inelinatio (and for that matter the
Greek term itself) fails to express the other requirement that the intercept on
the line must be of given length.
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if A be any point on a circle and BG any diameter, it is possible to
draw through A a straight line, meeting the circle again in P and
BG 'produced in R, such that the intercept PR is equal to any given

length. In each particular case the fact is merely stated as true
without any explanation or proof, and

(1) Prop. 5 assumes the case where the tangent at A is parallel
to .BC,

(2) Prop. 6 the case where the points A, P in the figure are
interchanged,

(3) Prop. 7 the case where A, P are in the relative positions
shown in the figure.

Again, (4) Props. 8 and 9 each assume (as before, without proof,
and without giving any solution of the
implied problem) that, if AE, BG be two
chords of a circle intersecting at right
angles in a point D such tfiat BD > DG,
then it is possible to draw through A
another line ARP, meeting BG in R and
the circle again in P, such tliat PR = DE.

Lastly, with the assumptions in Props.
5, 6, 7 should be compared Prop. 8 of the
Liber Assumptorum, which may well be
due to Archimedes, whatever may be said of the composition of the
whole book. This proposition proves that, if in the first figure
APR is so drawn that PR is equal to the radius OP, then the arc
AB is three times the arc PC. In other words, if an arc AB of a
circle be taken subtending any angle at the centre 0, an arc equal
to one-third of the given arc can be found, i.e. the given angle can be
trisected, if only APR can be drawn through A in such a manner
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that the intercept PR between the circle and BO produced is equal to
the radius of the circle. Thus the trisection of an angle is reduced to
a vevo-vs exactly similar to those assumed as possible in Props. 6, 7
of the book On Spirals.

The vtvo-eis so referred to by Archimedes are not, in general,
capable of solution by means of the straight line and circle alone,
as may be easily shown. Suppose in the first figure that x
represents the unknown length OR, where 0 is the middle point
of BC, and that k is the given length to which PR is to be equal;
also let OD = a, AD = b, BC = 2c. Then, whether BC be a diameter
or (more generally) any chord of the circle, we have

AR.RP = BR.RC,

and therefore k *Jb2 + (x - a)2 = x* -<?.

The resulting equation, after rationalisation, is an equation of the
fourth degree in x; or, if we denote the length of AR by y, we have,
for the determination of x and y, the two equations

In other words, if we have a rectangular system of coordinate
axes, the values of x and y satisfying the conditions of the problem
can be determined as the coordinates of the points of intersection of
a certain rectangular hyperbola and a certain parabola.

In one particular case, that namely in which D coincides with 0
the middle point of BC, or in which A is one extremity of the
diameter bisecting BC at right angles, a = 0, and the equations
reduce to the single equation

y*-ky = b° + C2,

which is a quadratic and can be geometrically solved by the
traditional method of application of areas; for, if u be substituted
for y � k, so that u = AP, the equation becomes

u (k + u) = b2 + c',

and we have simply " to apply to a straight line of length k a
rectangle exceeding by a square figure and equal to a given
area (62 + c2)."

The other v«!<ns referred to in Props. 8 and 9 can be solved in
the more general form where k, the given length to which PR
is to be equal, has any value within a certain maximum and is not
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necessarily equal to BE, in exactly the same manner; and the two
equations corresponding to (a) will be for the second figure

Here, again, the problem can be solved by the ordinary method
of application of areas in the particular case where AE is the
diameter bisecting BC at right angles; and it is interesting to note
that this particular case appears to be assumed in a fragment
of Hippocrates' Quadrature of lunes preserved in a quotation
by Simplicius* from Eudemus' History of Geometry, while Hippo-
crates flourished probably as early as 450 B.C.

Accordingly we find that Pappus distinguishes different classes
of vcvo-us corresponding to his classification of geometrical problems
in general. According to him, the Greeks distinguished three kinds
of problems, some being plane, others solid, and others linear. He
proceeds thus f: " Those which can be solved by means of a straight
line and a circumference of a circle may properly be called plane
(ciriVtSa); for the lines by means of which such problems are
solved have their origin in a plane. Those however which are
solved by using for their discovery (tvpcmv) one or more of the
sections of the cone have been called solid (crrcpea); for the
construction requires the use of surfaces of solid figures, namely,
those of cones. There remains a third kind of problem, that
which is called linear (ypa/jL/xiKov); for other lines [curves] besides
those mentioned are assumed for the construction whose origin
is more complicated and less natural, as they are generated from
more irregular surfaces and intricate movements." Among other
instances of the linear class of curves Pappus mentions spirals, the
curves known as quadratrices, conchoids and cissoids. He adds
that " it seems to be a grave error which geometers fall into
whenever any one discovers the solution of a plane problem by
means of conies or linear curves, or generally solves it by means of
a foreign kind, as is the case, for example, (1) with the problem in
the fifth Book of the Conies of ApoUonius relating to the parabola $,

* Simplicius, Comment, in Aristot. Phys. pp. 61�68 (ed. Diels). The whole
quotation is reproduced by Bretschneider, Die Geometrie und die Geometer vor
Euklides, pp. 109�121. As regards the assumed construction see particularly
p. 64 and p. xxiv of Diels' edition; cf. Bretschneider, pp. 114,115, and Zeuthen,
Die Lehre von den Kegelschnitten im Altertum, pp. 269, 270.

+ Pappus iv. pp. 270�272.
X Cf. Apollonius of Perga, pp. exxviii. exxix.
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and (2) when Archimedes assumes in his work on the spiral a
vtwis of a solid character with reference to a circle; for it is
possible without calling in the aid of anything solid to find the
[proof of the] theorem given by the latter [Archimedes], that is, to
prove that the circumference of the circle arrived at in the first
revolution is equal to the straight line drawn at right angles to the
initial line to meet the tangent to the spiral."

The " solid vevo-is " referred to in this passage is that assumed to
be possible in Props. 8 and 9 of the book On Spirals, and is mentioned
again by Pappus in another place where he shows how to solve the
problem by means of conies*. This solution will be given later, but,
when Pappus objects to the procedure of Archimedes as unorthodox,
the objection appears strained if we consider what precisely it is that
Archimedes assumes. I t is not the actual solution which is assumed,
but only its possibility; and its possibility can be perceived without
any use of conies. For in the particular case it is only necessary,
as a condition of possibility, that DE in the second figure above
should not be the maximum length which the intercept PR could
have as APR revolves about A from the position ADE in the
direction of the centre of the circle; and that DE is not the
maximum length which PR can have is almost self-evident. In
fact, if P, instead of moving along the circle, moved along the
straight line through E parallel to BG, and if ARP moved from the
position ADE in the direction of the centre, the length of PR would
continually increase, and a fortiori, so long as P is on the arc of the
circle cut off by the parallel through E to BG, PR must be greater
in length than DE; and on the other hand, as ARP moves further
in the direction of B, it must sometime intercept a length PR
equal to DE before P reaches B, when PR vanishes. Since, then,
Archimedes' method merely depends upon the theoretical possibility
of a solution of the vtwris, and this possibility could be inferred
from quite elementary considerations, he had no occasion to use
conic sections for the purpose immediately in view, and he cannot
fairly be said to have solved a plane problem by the use of conies.

At the same time we may safely assume that Archimedes
was in possession of a solution of the veutns referred to. But there
is no evidence to show how he solved it, whether by means of conies,
or otherwise. That he would have been able to effect the solution,

* Pappus IV. p. 298 sq.
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as Pappus does, by the use of conies cannot be doubted. A precedent
for the introduction of conies where a " solid problem " had to be
solved was at hand in the determination of two mean proportionals
between two unequal straight lines by Menaechnius, the inventor of
the conic sections, who used for the purpose the intersections of a
parabola and a rectangular hyperbola. The solution of the cubic
equation on which the proposition On the Sphere and Cylinder II. 4
depends is also effected by means of the intersections of a parabola
with a rectangular hyperbola in the fragment given by Eutocius
and by him assumed to be the work of Archimedes himself*.

Whenever a problem did not admit of solution by means of the
straight line and circle, its solution, where possible, by means of
conies was of the greatest theoretical importance. First, the
possibility of such a solution enabled the problem to be classified
as a " solid problem "; hence the importance attached by Pappus
to solution by means of conies. But, secondly, the method had
other great advantages, particularly in view of the requirement that
the solution of a problem should be accompanied by a Siopioytds
giving the criterion for the possibility of a real solution. Often too
the Siopwr/ios involved (as frequently in ApoUonius) the determination
of the number of solutions as well as the limits for their possibility.
Thus, in any case where the solution of a problem depended on the
intersections of two conies, the theory of conies afforded an effective
means of investigating SiopioyW.

§ 2. But though the solution of "solid problems" by means of
conies had such advantages, it was not the only method open to
Archimedes. An alternative would be the use of some mechanical
construction such as was often used by the Greek geometers and is
recognised by Pappus himself as a legitimate substitute for conies,
which are not easy to draw in a plane f. Thus in ApoUonius'
solution of the problem of the two mean proportionals as given by
Eutocius a ruler is supposed to be moved about a point until the
points at which the ruler crosses two given straight lines at right
angles are equidistant from a certain other fixed point; and the
same construction is also given under Heron's name. Another
version of Apollonius' solution is that given by Ioannes Philoponus,
which assumes that, given a circle with diameter OC and two

* See note to On the Sphere and Cylinder, n . 4.
+ Pappus in. p. 54.
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straight lines OD, OE through 0 and at right angles to one
another, a line can be drawn through G, meeting the circle again
in F and the two lines in D, E respectively, such that the in-
tercepts CD, FE are equal. This solution was no doubt discovered
by means of the intersection of the circle with a rectangular hyper-
bola drawn with OD, OE as asymptotes and passing through G;
and this supposition accords with Pappus' statement that ApoUonius
solved the problem by means of the sections of the cone*. The
equivalent mechanical construction is given by Eutocius as that
of Philo Byzantinus, who turns a ruler about C until CD, FE are
equal f.

Now clearly a similar method could be used for the purpose of
effecting a vcvo-is. We have only to suppose a ruler (or any object
with a straight edge) with two marks made on it at a distance
equal to the given length which the problem requires to be
intercepted between two curves by a line passing through the
fixed point; then, if the ruler be so moved that it always passes
through the fixed point, while one of the marked points on it follows
the course of one of the curves, it is only necessary to move the
ruler until the second marked point falls on the other curve. Some
such operation as this may have led Nicomedes to the discovery of
his curve, the conchoid, which he introduced (according to Pappus)
into his doubling of the cube, and by which he also trisected an
angle (according to the same authority). From the fact that
Nicomedes is said to have spoken disrespectfully of Eratosthenes'
mechanical solution of the duplication problem, and therefore must
have lived later than Eratosthenes, it is concluded that his date
must have been subsequent to 200 B.C., while on the other hand
he must have written earlier than 70 B.C., since Geminus knew the
name of the curve about that date; Tannery places him between
Archimedes and ApoUonius J. While therefore there appears to
be no evidence of the use, before the time of Nicomedes, of such
a mechanical method of solving a vtva-is, the interval between
Archimedes and the discovery of the conchoid can hardly have
been very long. As a matter of fact, the conchoid of Nicomedes
can be used to solve not only all the vcucrcts mentioned in Archimedes
but any case of such a problem where one of the curves is a straight

* Pappus in. p. 56.
t For fuller details see Apollonius of Perga, pp. cxxv�oxxvii.
X Bulletin des Sciences Mathematiques, 2s aerie vn. p. 284.
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line. Both Pappus and Eutocius attribute to Nicomedes the inven-
tion of a machine for drawing his conchoid. AB is supposed to be

\ p \ \

a ruler with a slot in it parallel to its length, FE a second ruler at
right angles to the first with a fixed peg in it, C. This peg moves
in a slot made in a third ruler parallel to its length, while this
ruler has a fixed peg on it, D, in a straight line with the slot in
which C moves ; and the peg D can move along the slot in AB. If
then the ruler PD moves so that the peg D describes the length of
the slot in AB on each side of F, the extremity of the ruler, P,
describes the curve which is called a conchoid. Nicomedes called
the straight line AB the ruler (KOLVWV), the fixed point C the pole
(n-o'Xos), and the length PD the distance (Sidarrj/xa); and the
fundamental property of the curve, which in polar coordinates
would now be denoted by the equation r = a + b sec 6, is that, if
any radius vector be drawn from C to the curve, as GP, the length
intercepted on the radius vector between the curve and the straight
line AB is constant. Thus any veuo-is in which one of the two
given lines is a straight line can be solved by means of the
intersection of the other line with a certain conchoid whose pole
is the fixed point to which the required straight line must verge
(vtvuv). In practice Pappus tells us that the conchoid was not
always actually drawn, but that "some," for greater convenience,
moved the ruler about the fixed point until by trial the intercept
was made equal to the given length*.

§ 3. The following is the way in which Pappus applies
conic sections to the solution of the vtvcris referred to in Props. 8, 9
of the book On Spirals. He begins with two lemmas.

* Pappus iv. p. 246.
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(1) If from a given point A any straight line be drawn meeting
a straight line BC given in position in R, and if RQ be drawn
perpendicular to BC and bearing a given ratio to AR, the locus of
Q is a hyperbola.

For draw AD perpendicular to BC, and on AD produced take A'
such that

QR: RA = A'D : DA = (the given ratio).
Measure DA" along DA equal to DA'.

Then, if QN be perpendicular to AN',

(AR* - AD") : {QR3 - A'D*) = (const.),

or #iV2 :A'N. A"N = (const.)

(2) If 5C be given in length, and if RQ, a straight line drawn
at right angles to BC from any point R on it, be such that

BR . RC = k. RQ,

where k is a straight line of given length, then the locus of Q is a
parabola.

Let 0 be the middle point of BC, and let OK be drawn at right
angles to it and of such length that

OC* = k. KO.

Draw QN' perpendicular to OK.

Then QN'2 = OR2 = OC - BR . RC

= k. (KO - RQ), by hypothesis,

= k. KN'.
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In the particular case referred to by Archimedes (with the slight
generalisation that the given length k to which PR is to be equal is
not necessarily equal to DE) we have

(1) the given ratio RQ : AR is unity, or RQ = AR, whence A"
coincides with A, and, by the first lemma,

QN* = AN .A'N,

so that Q lies on a rectangular hyperbola.

(2) BR . RC = AR. RP = k. AR = k. RQ, and, by the second
lemma, Q lies on a certain parabola.

If now we take 0 as origin, OG as axis of x and OK as axis of y,
and if we put OD = a, AD = b, BC = 2c, the hyperbola and parabola
determining the position of Q are respectively denoted by the
equations

(a-xf=tf-b\
c2 � v? � ky,

which correspond exactly to the equations (/3) above obtained by
purely algebraical methods.

Pappus says nothing of the Sioptoyios which is necessary to the
complete solution of the generalised problem, the Stopur/ios namely
which determines the maximum value of k for which the solution is
possible. This maximum value would of course correspond to the
case in which the rectangular hyperbola and the parabola touch one
another. Zeuthen has shown* that the corresponding value of k can
be determined by means of the intersection of two other hyperbolas or
of a hyperbola and a parabola, and there is no doubt that Apollonius,
with his knowledge of conies, and in accordance with his avowed
object in giving the properties useful and necessary for Stopioyxoi,
would have been able to work out this particular Siopioyxo's by means
of conies; but there is no evidence to show that Archimedes investi-
gated it by the aid of conies, or indeed at all, it being clear, as shown
above, that it was not necessary for his immediate purpose.

This chapter may fitly conclude with a description of (1) some
important applications of vewets given by Pappus, and (2) certain
particular cases of the same class of problems which are plane, that
is, can be solved by the aid of the straight line and circle only, and
which were (according to Pappus) shown by the Greek geometers to
be of that character.

* Zeuthen, Die Lehre von den Kegelschnitten im Altertum, pp. 273�5.
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§ 4. One of the two important applications of 'solid' vtv'o-eis was
discovered by Nicomedes, the inventor of the conchoid, who intro-
duced that curve for solving a veva-K to which he reduced the problem
of doubling the cube* or (what amounts to the same thing) the finding
of two mean proportionals between two given unequal straight lines.

Let the given unequal straight lines be placed at right angles as
CL, LA. Complete the parallelogram ABGL, and bisect AB at D,
and BG at E. Join LD and produce it to meet CB produced in H.
From E draw EF at right angles to BG, and take a point F on EF
such that CF is equal to AD. Join HF, and through C draw CG
parallel to HF. If we produce BC to K, the straight lines CG, CK

form an angle, and we now draw from the given point F a straight
line FGK, meeting GG, CK in G, K respectively, such that the
intercept GK is equal to AD or FC. (This is the vtScris to which
the problem is reduced, and it can be solved by means of a conchoid
with F as pole.)

Join KL and produce it to meet BA produced in M.
Then shall GK, AM be the required mean proportionals between

CL, LA, or
CL : CK=CK: AM= AM : AL.

We have, by Eucl. u. 6,
BK.

If we add EF* to each side,
BK .

Now, by parallels,
MA :AB=ML:LK

= BC :CK;
* Pappus iv. p. 242 sq. and in. p. 58 sq.; Eutocius on Archimedes, On the

Sphere and Cylinder, n. 1 (Vol. in. p. 114 sq.)



ON THE PROBLEMS KNOWN AS NET2EIS. Cxi

and, since AB= IAD, and BC = \HG,

MA:AD = HC: CK
= FG : GK, by parallels,

whence, componendo,
MD :AD = FK: GK.

But GK=AD; therefore MD = FK, and MD2 = FK2.

Again,
and
while
therefore

Hence

that is.

MD2

FK'
MD2

BM.

CK :

= BM .MA
= JDA . A t

= FK', and
MA=BK.

:MA = BM:
= MA :
= LC :

LC:CK=CK:MA-

+ AD:

+ CF2,
AD2 =
KC.

BK
AL]

= MA

2

from above,
CF2;

by parallels

:AL.

§ 5. The second important problem which can be reduced to
a ' solid' vewns is the trisection of any angle. One method of
reducing it to a VOJO-IS has been mentioned above as following from
Prop. 8 of the Liber Assumptorum. This method is not mentioned
by Pappus, who describes (iv. p. 272 sq.) another way of effecting
the reduction, introducing it with the words, "The earlier
geometers, when they sought to solve the aforesaid problem about
the [trisection of the] angle, a problem by nature 'solid,' by
'plane' methods, were unable to discover the solution; for they
were not yet accustomed to the use of the sections of the cone,
and were for that reason at a loss. Later, however, they trisected
an angle by means of conies, having used for the discovery of it
the following vevtris."

The voxris is thus enunciated : Given a rectangle ABGD, let it
be required to draw through A a straight line AQR, meeting CD in
Q and BC produced in R, such that the intercept QR is equal to a
given length, k suppose.

Suppose the problem solved, QR being equal to k. Draw DP
parallel to QR and RP parallel to CD, meeting in P. Then, in the
parallelogram DR, DP = QR = k.

Hence P lies on a circle with centre D and radius k.
Again, by Eucl. I. 43 relating to the complements of the

parallelograms about the diagonal of the complete parallelogram,
BC . CD=BR. QD

= PR.RB;
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and, since BC. CD is given, it follows that P lies on a rectangular
hyperbola with BR, BA as asymptotes and passing through D.

Therefore, to effect the construction, we have only to draw this
rectangular hyperbola and the circle with centre D and radius equal
to k. The intersection of the two curves gives the point P, and R
is determined by drawing PR parallel to DC. Thus AQR is found.

[Though Pappus makes ABCD a rectangle, the construction
applies equally if ABCD is any parallelogram.]

Now suppose ABC to be any acute angle which it is required to
trisect. Let AC be perpendicular to BC. Complete the parallelo-
gram ADBC, and produce DA.

Suppose the problem solved, and let the angle GBE be one-third
of the angle ABC. Let BE meet AC in E and DA produced in F.
Bisect EF in H, and join AH.

Then, since the angle ABE is equal to twice the angle EBC and,
by parallels, the angles EBC, EFA are equal,

L ABE =2L AFH = L AHB.

Therefore AB = AH= HF,

and EF= 2JIF

= 2AB.

Hence, in order to trisect the angle ABC, we have only to solve
the following vevw. Given the rectangle ADBC whose diagonal
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is AB, to draw through B a straight line BEF, meeting AC in E and
DA produced in F, such that EF may be equal to twice AB; and this
vtvms is solved in the manner just shown.

These methods of doubling the cube and trisecting any acute
angle are seen to depend upon the application of one and the same
W T O , which may be stated in its most general form thus. Given
any two straight lines forming an angle and any fixed point
which is not on either line, it is required to draw through the
fixed point a straight line such that the portion of it intercepted
between the fixed lines is equal to a given length. If AE, AC he

the fixed lines and B the fixed point, let the parallelogram ACBD
be completed, and suppose that BQB, meeting CA in Q and AE in
M, satisfies the conditions of the problem, so that QR is equal to
the given length. If then the parallelogram CQRP is completed,
we may regard P as an auxiliary point to be determined in order
that the problem may be solved; and we have seen that P can be
found as one of the points of intersection of (1) a circle with centre
C and radius equal to k, the given length, and (2) the hyperbola
which passes through C and has BE, DB for its asymptotes.

It remains only to consider some particular cases of the problem
which do not require conies for their solution, but are 'plane'
problems requiring only the use of the straight line and circle.

§ 6. We know from Pappus that Apollonius occupied him-
self, in his two Books of vtveras, with problems of that type
which were capable of solution by 'plane' methods. As a matter
of fact, the above vevo-is reduces to a 'plane' problem in the
particular case where B lies on one of the bisectors of the angle
between the two given straight lines, or (in other words) where the
parallelogram ACBD is a rhombus or a square. Accordingly we
find Pappus enunciating, as one of the 'plane' cases which had

H. A. h
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been singled out for proof on account of their greater utility for
many purposes, the following*: Given a rhombus with one side
produced, to fit into the exterior angle a straight line given in
length and verging to the opposite angle; and he gives later on, in
his lemmas to Apollonius' work, a theorem bearing on the problem
with regard to the rhombus, and (after a preliminary lemma)
a solution of the vewis with reference to a square.

The question therefore arises, how did the Greek geometers
discover these and other particular cases, where a problem which
is in general 'solid,1 and therefore requires the use of conies (or a
mechanical equivalent), becomes 'plane' ? Zeuthen is of opinion that
they were probably discovered as the result of a study of the general
solution by means of conies f. I do not feel convinced of this, for
the following reasons.

(1) The authenticated instances appear to be very rare in
which we should be justified in assuming that the Greeks used
the properties of conies, in the same way as we should combine
and transform two Cartesian equations of the second degree, for
the purpose of proving that the intersections of two conies also
lie on certain circles or straight lines. It is true that we may
reasonably infer that Apollonius discovered by a method of this sort
his solution of the problem of doubling the cube where, in place
of the parabola and rectangular hyperbola used by Menaechmus,
he employs the same hyperbola along with the circle which passes
through the points common to the hyperbola and parabola f ; but
in the only propositions contained in his conies which offer an
opportunity for making a similar reduction§, Apollonius does not
make it, and is blamed by Pappus for not doing so. In the pro-
positions referred to the feet of the normals to a parabola drawn
from a given point are determined as the intersections of the
parabola with a certain rectangular hyperbola, and Pappus objects

* Pappus VII. p. 670.
t " Mit dieser selben Aufgabe ist namlich ein wichtiges Beispiel dafiir

verkniipft, dass man bemuht war solche Falle zu entdecken, in denen Aufgaben,
zu deren Losung im allgemeinen Kegelschnitte erforderlich sind, sich mittels
Zirkel und Lineal losen lassen. Da nun das Studium der allgemeinen Losung
durch Kegelschnitte das beste Mittel gewahrt solche Falle zu entdecken, so ist
es ziemlich wahrscheinlich, dass man wirklich diesen Weg eingeschlagen hat."
Zeuthen, op. cit. p. 280.

t Apollonius ofPerga, p. exxv, exxvi.
§ Ibid. p. exxviii and pp. 182, 186 {Conies, v. 58, 62
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to this method as an instance of discovering the solution of a
'plane' problem by means of conies*, the objection having reference
to the use of a hyperbola where the same points could be obtained
as the intersections of the parabola with a certain circle. Now the
proof of this latter fact would present no difficulty to Apollonius,
and Pappus must have been aware that it would not; if therefore
he objects in the circumstances to the use of the hyperbola, it is at
least arguable that he would equally have objected had Apollonius
brought in the hyperbola and used its properties for the purpose
of proving the problem to be ' plane' in the particular case.

(2) The solution of the general problem by means of conies
brings in the auxiliary point P and the straight line CP. We
should therefore naturally expect to find some trace of these in the
particular solutions of the vtixris for a rhombus and square; but
they do not appear in the corresponding demonstrations and figures
given by Pappus.

Zeuthen considers that the vev<n<s with reference to a square was
probably shown to be 'plane' by means of the same investigation
which showed that the more general case of the rhombus was also
capable of solution with the help of the straight line and circle
only, i.e. by a systematic study of the general solution by means of
conies. This supposition seems to him more probable than the view
that the discovery of the plane construction for the square may have
been accidental; for (he says) if the same problem is treated solely
by the aid of elementary geometrical expedients, the discovery that
it is 'plane' is by no means a simple matterf. Here, again, I am
not convinced by Zeuthen's argument, as it seems to me that a
simpler explanation is possible of the way in which the Greeks were
led to the discovery that the particular vtweis were plane. They
knew in the first place that the trisection of a right angle was a
'plane' problem, and therefore that half a right angle could be
trisected by means of the straight line and circle. I t followed

* Pappus iv. p. 270. Cf. p. ciii above.
t " Die Ausfiihrbarkeit kann dann auf die zuerst angedeutete Weise gefunden

sein, die den allgemeinen Fall, wo der Winkel zwischen den gegebenen Geraden
beliebig ist, in sich begreift. Dies scheint mir viel wahrsoheinlicher als die
Annahme, dass die Entdeckung dieser ebenen Konstruction zufallig sein sollte;
denn wenn man dieselbe Aufgabe nur mittels rein elementar-geometrischer
Hiilfsmittel behandelt, so liegt die Entdeckung, dass sie eben ist, ziemlich fern."
Zeuthen, op. eit. p. 282.

hi
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therefore that the corresponding vewris, i.e. that for a square, was
a 'plane' problem in the particular case where the given length
to which the required intercept was to be equal was double of
the diagonal of the square. This fact would naturally suggest
the question whether the problem was still plane if k had
any other value; and, when once this question was thoroughly
investigated, the proof that the problem was 'plane,' and the
solution of it, could hardly have evaded for long the pursuit of
geometers so ingenious as the Greeks. This will, I think, be
clear when the solution given by Pappus and reproduced below
is examined. Again, after it had been proved that the vevo-is with
reference to a square was 'plane,' what more natural than the further
inquiry as to whether the intermediate case between that of the
square and parallelogram, that of the rhombus, might perhaps be a
' plane' problem ?

As regards the actual solution of the plane vcvereis with respect
to the rhombus and square, i.e. the cases in general where the fixed
point B lies on one of the bisectors of the angles between the two
given straight lines, Zeuthen says that only in one of the cases have
we a positive statement that the Greeks solved the vtvo-us by means
of the circle and ruler, the case, namely, where ACBD is a square*.
This appears to be a misapprehension, for not only does Pappus
mention the case of the rhombus as one of the plane v«vo-«s which
the Greeks had solved, but it is clear, from a proposition given by
him later, how it was actually solved. The proposition is stated
by Pappus to be " involved " {irapa.6tuipovij.tvov, meaning presumably
"the subject of concurrent investigation") in the 8th problem of
Apollonius' first Book of vtvaws, and is enunciated in the following
formf. Given a rhombus AD with diameter BC produced to E, if EF
be a mean proportional between BE, EC, and if a circle be described
with centre E and radius EF cutting CD in K and AC produced in
H, BKH sliall be a straight line. The proof is as follows.

Let the circle cut AC in L, and join HE, KE, LE. Let LK
meet BC in M.

* "Indessen besitzen wir doch nur in einem einzelnen hierher gehorigen
Falle eine positive Angabe daruber, dass die Grieohen die Einschiebung mittels
Zirkel and Lineal ausgefiihrt haben, wenn namlich die gegebenen Geraden
zugleich rechte Winkel bilden, AIBC also ein Quadrat wird." Zeuthen, op. tit.
p. 281.

t Pappus VII. p. 778.



ON THE PROBLEMS KNOWN AS NETSEIZ. CXV11

Since, from the property of the rhombus, the angles LCM, KCM
are equal, and therefore CL, CiT make equal angles with the diameter
FG of the circle, it follows that CL = CK.

Also EK = EL, and CE is common to the triangles EGK, ECL.
Therefore the said triangles are equal in all respects, and

Now, by hypothesis,

EB \ Elf = EF '. EC,

or EB:EK=EK: EC (since EF = EK),

and the angle CEK is common to the triangles BEK, KEC; there-
fore the triangles BEK, KEG are similar, and

LCBK=LCKE

= L CHE, from above.

Again, L. HCE = LACB = L. BCK.

Thus in the triangles CBK, CHE two angles are equal re-
spectively ;
therefore L. CEH = L CKB.

But, since L CKE = L CHE, from above, the points K, C, E, H
are concyclic.

Hence L. CEH + L CKH = (two right angles).
Accordingly, since L CEH= L CKB,

L CKH + u CKB = (two right angles),

and BKH is a straight line.
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Now the form of the proposition at once suggests that, in the
8th problem referred to, Apollonius had simply given a construction
involving the drawing of a circle cutting CD and AC produced in
the points K, H respectively, and Pappus' proof that BKH is a
straight line is intended to prove that HK verges towards B, or (in
other words) to verify that the construction given by Apollonius
solves a certain vevo-is requiring BKH to be drawn so that KH is
equal to a given length.

The analysis leading to the construction must have been worked
out somewhat as follows.

Suppose BKH drawn so that KH is equal to the given length k.
Bisect KH at N, and draw NE at right angles to KH meeting BC
produced in E.

Draw KM perpendicular to BC and produce it to meet CA in L.
Then, from the property of the rhombus, the triangles KCM, LGM
are equal in all respects.

Therefore KM'= ML; and accordingly, if MN be joined, MN,
LH are parallel.

Now, since the angles at M, N are right, a circle can be described
about EMKN.

Therefore L CEK = L MNK, in the same segment,

= L CHK, by parallels.

Hence a circle can be described about CEHK. I t follows that

L BCD = L. CEK + L CKE

= >.CHK+LCHE

= LEHK=UEKH.

Therefore the triangles EKH, BBC are similar.

Lastly, L CKN = L CBK + L. BCK;

and, subtracting from these equals the equal angles EKN, BCK
respectively, we have

L EKC = L. EBK.

Hence the triangles EBK, EKC are similar, and

BE:EK-=EK:EC,

or BE.EC = EK\

But, by similar triangles, EK: KH = DC : CB,

and the ratio DC : CB is given, while KH is also given (= k).
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Therefore EK is given, and, in order to find E, we have only, in
the Greek phrase, to "apply to BC a rectangle exceeding by a square
figure and equal to the given area EK2."

Thus the construction given by Apollonius was clearly the
following*.

Ifkbe the given length, take a straight line p such that

p:k = AB:BC.

Apply to BC a rectangle exceeding by a square figure and equal to
the area p". Let BE. EG be this rectangle, and with E as centre and
radius equal to p describe a circle cutting AC produced in IT and
CD in K.

HK is then equal to k, and verges towards B, as proved by
Pappus; the problem is therefore solved.

The construction used by Apollonius for the ' plane' v«v<ns with
reference to the rhombus having been thus restored by means of the
theorem given by Pappus, we are enabled to understand the purpose

* This construction was suggested to me by a careful examination of
Pappus' proposition without other aid; but it is no new discovery.
Samuel Horsley gives the same construction in his restoration of Apollonii
Pergaei Inclinationum libri duo (Oxford, 1770); he explains, however, that
he went astray in consequence of a mistake in the figure given in the Mas.,
and was unable to deduce the construction from Pappus's proposition until he
was recalled to the right track by a solution of the same problem by Hugo
d'Omerique. This solution appears in a work entitled, Analysis geometrica, give
nova et vera methodus resolvendi tarn problemata geovietrica quam arithmeticas
quaestiones, published at Cadiz in 1698. D'Omerique's construction, which is
practically identical with that of Apollonius, appears to have been evolved by
means of an independent analysis of his own, since he makes no reference to
Pappus, as he does in other cases where Pappus is drawn upon (e.g. when giving
the construction for the case of the square attributed by Pappus to one
Heraclitus). The construction differs from that given above only in the fact
that the circle is merely used to determine the point K, after which BKis joined
arid produced to meet AC in H. Of other solutions of the same problem two
may here be mentioned. (1) The solution contained in Marino Ghetaldi's
posthumous work De Besolutione et Compositions Mathematica Libri quinque
(Borne, 1630), and included among the solutions of other problems all purporting
to be solved " methodo qua antiqui utebantur," is, though geometrical, entirely
different from that above given, being effected by means of a reduction of the
problem to a simpler plane eeO<ris of the same character as that assumed by
Hippocrates in his Quadrature of lunes. (2) Christian Huygens (De circuit
magnitudine inventa; accedunt problematum quorundam illustrium constructiones,
Lugduni Batavorum, 1654) gave a rather complicated solution, which may be
described as a generalisation of Heraclitus' solution in the case of a square.
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for which Pappus, while still on the subject of the " 8th problem "
of Apollonius, adds a solution for the particular case of the square
(which he calls a "problem after Heraclitus") with an introductory
lemma. It seems clear that Apollonius did not treat the case of the
square separately from the rhombus because the solution for the
rhombus was equally applicable to the square, and this supposition
is confirmed by the fact that, in setting out the main problems
discussed in the v«5o-ets, Pappus only mentions the rhombus and not
the square. Being however acquainted with a solution by one
Heraclitus of the veuo-ts relating to a square which was not on the
same lines as that of Apollonius, while it was not applicable to the
case of the rhombus, Pappus adds it as an alternative method for
the square which is worth noting*. This is no doubt the explanation
of the heading to the lemma prefixed to Heraclitus' problem which
Hultsch found so much difficulty in explaining and put in brackets
as an interpolation by a writer who misunderstood the figure
and the object of the theorem. The words mean "Lemma useful
for the [problem] with reference to squares taking the place
of the rhombus" (literally " having the same property as the
rhombus"), i.e. a lemma useful for Heraclitus' solution of the

* This view of the matter receives strong support from the following
facts. In Pappus' summary (p. 670) of the contents of the veti<reis of Apollonius
"two cases" of the vevcis with reference to the rhombus are mentioned last
among the particular problems given in the first of the two Books. As we have
seen, one case (that given above) was the subject of the "8th problem" of
Apollonius, and it is equally clear that the other case was dealt with in the
" 9th problem." The other case is clearly that in which
the line to be drawn through B, instead of crossing the H A c
exterior angle of the rhombus at C, lies across the angle
C itself, i.e. meets CA, CD both produced. In the former
case the solution of the problem is always possible what-
ever be the length of k; but in the second case clearly
the problem is not capable of solution if k, the given
length, is less than a certain minimum. Hence the
problem requires a Su>purn6s to determine the minimum
length of k. Accordingly we find Pappus giving, after
the interposition of the case of the square, a " lemma useful for the 5iopi.afj.6s of
the 9th problem," which proves that, if CH� CK and B be the middle point of
HK, then HK is the least straight line which can be drawn through B to meet
CH, CK. Pappus adds that the Swpur/ws for the rhombus is then evident; if
HK be the line drawn through B perpendicular to CB and meeting CA, CD
produced in H, K, then, in order that the problem may admit of solution, the
given length k must be not less than HK.
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in the particular case of a square*. The lemma is as
follows.

ABCD being a square, suppose BHE drawn so as to meet GD in
H and AD produced in E, and let EF be drawn perpendicular to BE
meeting BC produced in F. To prove that

Suppose EG drawn parallel to DC meeting CF in G. Then
since BEF is a right angle, the angles HBC, FEG are equal.

Therefore the triangles BCH, EGF are equal in all respects, and
EF= BH.

Now BF2 = BE* + EF2,
or BC .BF+BF.FC = BH.BE + BE.EH+EF\

But, the angles HCF, HEF being right, the points C, H, E, F
are concyclic, and therefore

BC .BF=BH.BE.
Subtracting these equals, we have

BF.FC^BE.EH+EF2

= BE. EH+ BH2

= BH. HE + EH2 + BH'
= EB.BH + EH*

EH2.

* Hultsch translates the words \TJ/i/j.a xp^^/wv els rb £rl rerpaydvuv xoioiWwi/
TA airci. T<JJ p6fi.f}<p (p. 780) thus, " Lemma utile ad problema de quadratis quorum
summa rhombo aequalis eat," and has a note in his Appendix (p. 1260) explaining
what he supposes to be meant. The ' squares' he takes to be the given square
and the square on the given length of the intercept, and the rhombus to be one
for which he indicates a construction but which is not shown in Pappus' figure.
Thus he is obliged to translate r £ pd/t/Sv as " a rhombus," which is one objec-
tion to his interpretation, while "whose squares are equal" scarcely seems a
possible rendering of Toioivruv r& aird.
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Take away the common part BC. CF, and
GF3 = BC' + EH2.

Heraclitus' analysis and construction are now as follows.
Suppose that we have drawn BHE so that HE has a given

length k.

Since CF1 = BC2 + EH2, or BC' + k2,

and BG and k are both given,

CF is given, and therefore BF is given.

Thus the semicircle on BF as diameter is given, and therefore
also E, its intersection with the given line ABE; hence BE is
given.

To effect the construction, we first find a square equal to the
sum of the given square and the square on k. We then produce
BG to F so that GF is equal to the side of the square so found. If
a semicircle be now described on BF as diameter, it will pass above
D (since CF> CD, and therefore BC . CFs-CD*), and will therefore
meet AD produced in some point E.

Join BE meeting CD in H.
Then HE = k, and the problem is solved.



CHAPTER VI.

CUBIC EQUATIONS.

IT has often been explained how the Greek geometers were able
to solve geometrically all forms of the quadratic equation which give
positive roots; while they could take no account of others because
the conception of a negative quantity was unknown to them. The
quadratic equation was regarded as a simple equation connecting
areas, and its geometrical expression was facilitated by the methods
which they possessed of transforming any rectilineal areas whatever
into parallelograms, rectangles, and ultimately squares, of equal
area; its solution then depended on the principle of application of
areas, the discovery of which is attributed to the Pythagoreans.
Thus any plane problem which could be reduced to the geometrical
equivalent of a quadratic equation with a positive root was at once
solved. A particular form of the equation was the pure quadratic,
which meant for the Greeks the problem of finding a square equal
to a given rectilineal area. This area could be transformed into a
rectangle, and the general form of the equation thus became a? = ab,
so that it was only necessary to find a mean proportional between a
and b. In the particular case where the area was given as the
sum of two or more squares, or as the difference of two squares,
an alternative method depended on the Pythagorean theorem of
Eucl. i. 47 (applied, if necessary, any number of times successively).
The connexion between the two methods is seen by comparing
Eucl. vi. 13, where the mean proportional between a and b is
found, and Eucl. n. 14, where the same problem is solved without
the use of proportions by means of i. 47, and where in fact the
formula used is
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The choice between the two methods was equally patent when the
equation to be solved was a? = pa2, where p is any integer; hence
the 'multiplication' of squares was seen to be dependent on the
finding of a mean proportional. The equation x2 = 2a2 was the
simplest equation of the kind, and the discovery of a geometrical
construction for the side of a square equal to twice a given square
was specially important, as it was the beginning of the theory of
incommensurables or ' irrationals' (aXo'-ycov irpay/xaTtia) which was
invented by Pythagoras. There is every reason to believe that this
successful doubling of the square was what suggested the question
whether a construction could not be found for the doubling of the
cube, and the stories of the tomb erected by Minos for his son and
of the oracle bidding the Delians to double a cubical altar were no
doubt intended to invest the purely mathematical problem with an
element of romance. I t may then have been the connexion between
the doubling of the square and the finding of one mean proportional
which suggested the reduction of the doubling of the cube to the
problem of finding two mean proportionals between two unequal
straight lines. This reduction, attributed to Hippocrates of Chios,
showed at the same time the possibility of multiplying the cube
by any ratio. Thus, if x, y are two mean proportionals between
a, b, we have

a : x = x : y = y : b,
and we derive at once

a : b = a3 : Xs,

whence a cube (a;3) is obtained which bears to a? the ratio b : a,
1)

while any fraction � can be transformed into a ratio between lines
of which one (the consequent) is equal to the side a of the given
cube. Thus the finding of two mean proportionals gives the solution
of any pure cubic equation, or the equivalent of extracting the cube
root, just as the single mean proportional is equivalent to extracting
the square root. For suppose the given equation to be a? = bed.
We have then only to find a mean proportional a between c and d,

and the equation becomes x3 - a2. b = a3. - which is exactly the

multiplication of a cube by a ratio between lines which the two
mean proportionals enable us to effect.

As a matter of fact, we do not find that the great geometers
were in the habit of reducing problems to the multiplication of the
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cube eo nomine, but to the equivalent problem of the two mean
proportionals; and the cubic equation a;3 = o?b is not usually stated
in that form but as a proportion. Thus in the two propositions On
the Sphere and Cylinder n. 1, 5, where Archimedes uses the two
mean proportionals, it is required to find x where

«2 : of = x : b;

he does not speak of finding the side of a cube equal to a certain
parallelepiped, as the analogy of finding a square equal to a given
rectangle might have suggested. So far therefore we do not find
any evidence of a general system of adding and subtracting solids
by transforming parallelepipeds into cubes and cubes into parallel-
epipeds which we should have expected to see in operation if the
Greeks had systematically investigated the solution of the general
form of the cubic equation by a method analogous to that of the
application of areas employed in dealing with quadratic equations.

The question then arises, did the Greek geometers deal thus
generally with the cubic equation

Xs ± ax2 ± Bx ± T = 0,

which, on the supposition that it was regarded as an independent
problem in solid geometry, would be for them a simple equation
between solid figures, x and a both representing linear magnitudes,
B an area (a rectangle), and r a volume (a parallelepiped) 1 And
was the reduction of a problem of an order higher than that which
could be solved by means of a quadratic equation to the solution of
a cubic equation in the form shown above a regular and recognised
method of dealing with such a problem 1 The only direct evidence
pointing to such a supposition is found in Archimedes, who reduces
the problem of dividing a sphere by a plane into two segments
whose volumes are in a given ratio (On the Sphere and Cylinder n. 4)
to the solution of a cubic equation which he states in a form
equivalent to

4a2 : x2 = (3a - x) : - � a (1),

where a is the radius of the sphere, m : n the given ratio (being a
ratio between straight lines of which m > n), and x the height of the
greater of the required segments. Archimedes explains that this is
a particular case of a more general problem, to divide a straight
line (a) into two parts (x, a � x) such that one part (a � x) is to an-
other given straight line (c) as a given area (which for convenience'
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sake we suppose transformed into a square, b2) is to the square on
the other part (a;2), i.e. so that

(a-x) :c = 62 : a?. (2).

He further explains that the equation (2) stated thus generally
requires a Siopicriws, i.e. that the limits for the possibility of a real
solution, etc., require to be investigated, but that the particular case
(with the conditions obtaining in the particular proposition) requires
no Siopur/Aos, i.e. the equation (1) will always give a real solution.
He adds that "the analysis and synthesis of both these problems
will be given at the end." That is, he promises to give separately a
complete investigation of the equation (2), which is equivalent to the
cubic equation

Xs (a-x) = b'o (3)

and to apply it to the particular case (1).
Wherever the solution was given, it was temporarily lost, having

apparently disappeared even before the time of Dionysodorus and
Diocles (the latter of whom lived, according to Cantor, not later
than about 100 B.C.); but Eutocius describes how he found an
old fragment which appeared to contain the original solution of
Archimedes, and gives it in full. I t will be seen on reference to
Eutocius' note (which I have reproduced immediately after the
proposition to which it relates, On the Sphere and Cylinder n. 4)
that the solution (the genuineness of which there seems to be no
reason to doubt) was effected by means of the intersection of a
parabola and a rectangular hyperbola whose equations may re-
spectively be written thus,

(a �x)y = ac.

The StopMTyuds takes the form of investigating the maximum
possible value of x* (a � x), and it is proved that this maximum

2
value for a real solution is that corresponding to the value x = ^ a.

o
4This is established by showing that, if 62c = -^ a", the curves touch

at the point for which x = ^ a. If on the other hand b'c < ^= a1, it

is proved that there are two real solutions. In the particular case
(1) it is clear that the condition for a real solution is satisfied, for
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the expression in (1) corresponding to b'c in (2) is 4a3, and it

is only necessary that

which is obviously true.
Hence it is clear that not only did Archimedes solve the cubic

equation (3) by means of the intersections of two conies, but he also
discussed completely the conditions under which there are 0, 1 or 2
roots lying between 0 and a. I t is to be noted further that the
Siopio-juds is similar in character to that by which Apollonius
investigates the number of possible normals that can be drawn
to a conic from a given point*. Lastly, Archimedes' method is
seen to be an extension of that used by Menaechmus for the solution
of the pure cubic equation. This can be put in the form

a3 : a? = a : b,

which can again be put in Archimedes' form thus,
a2 : x" � x : b,

and the conies used by Menaechmus are respectively
x2 � ay, xy = ab,

which were of course suggested by the two mean proportionals
satisfying the equations

a : x = x : y = y : b.

The case above described is not the only one where we may
assume Archimedes to have solved a problem by first reducing it
to a cubic equation and then solving that. At the end of the
preface to the book On Conoids and Spheroids he says that the
results therein obtained may be used for discovering many theorems
and problems, and, as instances of the latter, he mentions the
following, "from a given spheroidal figure or conoid to cut off,
by a plane drawn parallel to a given plane, a segment which shall
be equal to a given cone or cylinder, or to a given sphere." Though
Archimedes does not give the solutions, the following considerations
may satisfy us as to his method.

(1) The case of the 'right-angled conoid' (the paraboloid of
revolution) is a ' plane' problem and therefore does not concern us
here.

* Cf. Apollonius of Perga, p . 168 sqq.
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(2) In the case of the spheroid, the volume of the whole
spheroid could be easily ascertained, and, by means of that, the
ratio between the required segment and the remaining segment;
after which the problem could be solved in exactly the same way
as the similar one in the case of the sphere above described,
since the results in On Conoids and Spheroids, Props. 29�32,
correspond to those of On the Sphere and Cylinder II. 2. Or
Archimedes may have proceeded in this case by a more direct
method, which we may represent thus. Let a plane be drawn
through the axis of the spheroid perpendicular to the given
plane (and therefore to the base of the required segment). This
plane will cut the elliptical base of the segment in one of its
axes, which we will call 2y. Let x be the length of the axis
of the segment (or the length intercepted within the segment
of the diameter of the spheroid passing through the centre of the
base of the segment). Then the area of the base of the segment will
vary as ys (since all sections of the spheroid parallel to the given
plane must be similar), and therefore the volume of the cone which
has the same vertex and base as the required segment will vary as
y*x. And the ratio of the volume of the segment to that of the
cone is (On Conoids and Spheroids, Props. 29�32) the ratio
(3a - x) : (2a � x), where 2a is the length of the diameter of the
spheroid which passes through the vertex of the segment. There-
fore

, 3a - x ~

where C is a known volume. Further, since x, y are the coordinates
of a point on the elliptical section of the spheroid made by the plane
through the axis perpendicular to the cutting plane, referred to a
diameter of that ellipse and the tangent at the extremity of the
diameter, the ratio y2 : x (2a � x) is given. Hence the equation
can be put in the form

a? (3a - x) = b%

and this again is the same equation as that solved in the fragment
given by Eutocius. A Stoptoy/.os is formally necessary in this case,
though it only requires the constants to be such that the volume
to which the segment is to be equal must be less than that of the
whole spheroid.

(3) For the ' obtuse-angled conoid' (hyperboloid of revolution)
it would be necessary to use the direct method just described for
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the spheroid, and, if the notation be the same, the corresponding
equations will be found, with the help of On Conoids and Spheroids,
Props. 25, 26, to be

3a + x
y2x . �= = 0,
y 2a+ x

and, since the ratio y2 : x (2a + x) is constant,

x" (3a + x) = b'c.
If this equation is written in the form of a proportion like the
similar one above, it becomes

b' :x' = (3a + x): c.
There can be no doubt that Archimedes solved this equation as

well as the similar one with a negative sign, i.e. he solved the two
equations

xa±ax° + b'c = 0,
obtaining all their positive real roots. In other words, he solved
completely, so far as the real roots are concerned, a cubic equation
in which the term in x is absent, although the determination of the
positive and negative roots of one and the same equation meant for
him two separate problems. And it is clear that all cubic equations
can be easily reduced to the type which Archimedes solved.

We possess one other solution of the cubic equation to which
the division of a sphere into segments bearing a given ratio to one
another is reduced by Archimedes. This solution is by Dionysodorus,
and is given in the same note of Eutocius*. Dionysodorus does not
generalise the equation, however, as is done in the fragment quoted
above; he merely addresses himself to the particular case,

4a2 : x3 = (3a � x) : a,
v ' m + n

thereby avoiding the necessity for a Stoptcr/xo's. The curves which he
uses are the parabola

m a (3a x) = *
m + n

and the rectangular hyperbola
m

2as = xy.
m + n

When we turn to Apollonius, we find him emphasising in his

* On the Sphere and Cylinder n. 4 (note at end).

H. A. i
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preface to Book iv. of the Conies* the usefulness of investigations
of the possible number of points in which conies may intersect one
another or circles, because " they at all events afford a more ready
means of observing some things, e.g. that several solutions are
possible, or that they are so many in number, and again that no
solution is possible"; and he shows his mastery of this method
of investigation in Book v., where he determines the number of
normals that can be drawn to a conic through any given point, the
condition that two normals through it coincide, or (in other words)
that the point lies on the evolute of the conic, and so on. For these
purposes he uses the points of intersection of a certain rectangular
hyperbola with the conic in question, and among the cases we find
(v. 51, 58, 62) some which can be reduced to cubic equations, those
namely in which the conic is a parabola and the axis of the parabola
is parallel to one of the asymptotes of the hyperbola. Apollonius
however does not bring in the cubic equation; he addresses himself
to the direct geometrical solution of the problem in hand without
reducing it to another. This is after all only natural, because the
solution necessitated the drawing of the rectangular hyperbola in
the actual figure containing the conic in question; thus, e.g. in the
case of the problem leading to a cubic equation, Apollonius can, so
to speak, compress two steps into one, and the introduction of the
cubic as such would be mere surplusage. The case was different
with Archimedes, when he had no conic in his original figure; and
the fact that he set himself to solve a cubic somewhat more general
than that actually involved in the problem made separate treatment
with a number of new figures necessary. Moreover Apollonius was
at the same time dealing, in other propositions, with cases which did
not reduce to cubics, but would, if put in an algebraical form, lead
to biquadratic equations, and these, expressed as such, would have
had no meaning for the Greeks ; there was therefore the less reason
in the simpler case to introduce a subsidiary problem.

As already indicated, the cubic equation, as a subject of syste-
matic and independent study, appears to have been lost sight of
within a century or so after the death of Archimedes. Thus Diodes,
the discoverer of the cissoid, speaks of the problem of the division of
the sphere into segments in a given ratio as having been reduced
by Archimedes " to another problem, which he does not solve in
his work on the sphere and cylinder"; and he then proceeds to

* Apollonius of Perga, p. lxxiii.
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solve the original problem directly, without in any way bringing
in the cubic. This circumstance does not argue any want of
geometrical ability in Diodes; on the contrary, his solution of the
original problem is a remarkable instance of dexterity in the use of
conies for the solution of a somewhat complicated problem, and it
proceeds on independent lines in that it depends on the intersection
of an ellipse and a rectangular hyperbola, whereas the solutions of
the cubic equation have accustomed us to the use of the parabola
and the rectangular hyperbola. I have reproduced Diodes' solution
in its proper place as part of the note of Eutocius on Archimedes'
proposition; but it will, I think, be convenient to give here its
equivalent in the ordinary notation of analytical geometry, in
accordance with the plan of this chapter. Archimedes had proved
[On the /Sphere and Cylinder n. 2] that, if k be the height of a
segment cut off by a plane from a sphere of radius a, and if h be
the height of the cone standing on the same base as that of the
segment and equal in volume to the segment, then

(3a-k) : (2a-k) = h : k.

Also, if h' be the height of the cone similarly related to the
remaining segment of the sphere,

(a + k) :k = h':(2a-k).

From these equations we derive

(h - k) : k = a : (2a - k),

and (h' - 2« + k) : (2a - k) = a : k.

Slightly generalising these equations by substituting for a in the
third term of each proportion another length b, and adding the
condition that the segments (and therefore the cones) are to bear to
each other the ratio m : n, Diodes sets himself to solve the three
equations

(h-k):k = b :(2a-k)\
(h'-2a + k):(2a-k) = b:k I (A).

and h : h'=m : n j

Suppose m > n, so that k > a. The problem then is to divide a
straight line of length 2a into two parts k and (2a � k) of which k is
the greater, and which are such that the three given equations are
all simultaneously satisfied.

Imagine two coordinate axes such that the origin is the middle
point of the given straight line, the axis of y is at right angles to it,

ii



CXXX11 INTRODUCTION.

and x is positive when measured along that half of the given straight
line which is to contain the required point of division. Then the
conies drawn by Diodes are

(1) the ellipse represented by the equation

(y+ «-*,)� = £{(«+ &)«-*},
'lib

and (2) the rectangular hyperbola

(x + a) (y + b) = 2ab.

One intersection between these conies gives a value of x between 0
and a, and leads to the solution required. Treating the equations
algebraically, and eliminating y by means of the second equation
which gives

a � x ,
y = . 6,

a + x
we obtain from the first equation

(a - x)° (l + � Y = - { ( « + b)'- x2},v ' \ a + xj mIV ' '

that is, (a + x)2(a + b-x) = -(a-xf(a + b + x) (B).

In other words Diodes' method is the equivalent of solving a
complete cubic equation containing all the three powers of x and a
constant, though no mention is made of such an equation.

To verify the correctness of the result we have only to remember
that, x being the distance of the point of division from the middle
point of the given straight line,

k = a + x, 2a-k = a-x.

Thus, from the first two of the given equations (A) we obtain
respectively

, a + x
h = a + x + . o,

a � x

, , a � x ,
h =a-x-\ . b,

a + x

whence, by means of the third equation, we derive

(a + xf (a + b - x) = � (a - x)2 (a + b + x),

which is the same equation as that found by elimination above (B).
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I have purposely postponed, until the evidence respecting the
Greek treatment of the cubic equation was complete, any allusion
to an interesting hypothesis of Zeuthen's* which, if it could be
accepted as proved, would explain some difficulties involved in
Pappus' account of the orthodox classification of problems and loci.
I have already quoted the passage in which Pappus distinguishes
the problems which are plane (eirurtSa), those which are solid (o-TEpea)
and those which are linear (ypa/z/uica) t- Parallel to this division of
problems into three orders or classes is the distinction between three
classes of loci%. The first class consists of plane loci (TOVOI iiriireBoi)
which are exclusively straight lines and circles, the second of solid
loci (TOTTOI oreoeoi) which are conic sections§, and the third of
linear loci (TOVOI �ypaju./xucot). I t is at the same time clearly implied
by Pappus that problems were originally called plane, solid or linear
respectively for the specific reason that they required for their
solution the geometrical loci which bore the corresponding names.
But there are some logical defects in the classification both as
regards the problems and the loci.

(1) Pappus speaks of its being a serious error on the part of
geometers to solve a plane problem by means of conies (i.e. ' solid
loci') or ' linear' curves, and generally to solve a problem " by means
of a foreign kind" (e£ dvoiKtlov -yeVous). If this principle were
applied strictly, the objection would surely apply equally to the
solution of a ' solid' problem by means of a ' linear' curve. Yet,
though e.g. Pappus mentions the conchoid and the cissoid as being
'linear' curves, he does not object to their employment in the
solution of the problem of the two mean proportionals, which is a
' solid' problem.

(2) The application of the term 'solid loci' to the three conic
sections must have reference simply to the definition of the curves
as sections of a solid figure, viz. the cone, and it was no doubt in
contrast to the ' solid locus' that the ' plane locus' was so called.
This agrees with the statement of Pappus that ' plane' problems may

* Die Lehre von den Kegelschnitten, p. 226 sqq.
t p, oiii.
$ Pappus vn. pp. 652, 662.
§ It is true that Proclus (p. 394, ed. Friedlein) gives a wider definition of

" solid lines" as those which arise " from some section of a solid figure, as the
cylindrical helix and the conic curves"; but the reference to the cylindrical
helix would seem to be due to some confusion.
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properly be so called because the lines by means of which they are
solved "have their origin in a plane." But, though this may be
regarded as a satisfactory distinction when ' plane' and ' solid' loci
are merely considered in relation to one another, it becomes at once
logically defective when the third or 'linear' class is also brought
in. For, on the one hand, Pappus shows how the ' quadratrix' (a
' linear' curve) can be produced by a construction in three
dimensions (" by means of surface-loci," 8«x TW wpos e*ri<£ave«us
Ton-tov); and, on the other hand, other ' linear' loci, the conchoid
and cissoid, have their origin in a plane. If then Pappus' account
of the origin of the terms 'plane' and 'solid' as applied to problems
and loci is literally correct, it would seem necessary to assume that
the third name of ' linear' problems and loci was not invented until
a period when the terms ' plane' and ' solid loci' had been so long
recognised and used that their origin was forgotten.

To get rid of these difficulties, Zeuthen suggests that the terms
'plane' and 'solid' were first applied to problems, and that they
came afterwards to be applied to the geometrical loci which were
used for the purpose of solving them. On this interpretation, when
problems which could be solved by means of the straight line and
circle were called 'plane,' the term is supposed to have had reference,
not to any particular property of the straight line or circle, but to
the fact that the problems were such as depend on an equation of a
degree not higher than the second. The solution of a quadratic
equation took the geometrical form of application of areas, and the
term ' plane' became a natural one to apply to the class of problems
so soon as the Greeks found themselves confronted with a new class
of problems to which, in contrast, the term ' solid ' could be applied.
This would happen when the operations by which problems were
reduced to applications of areas were tried upon problems which
depend on the solution of a cubic equation. Zeuthen, then,
supposes that the Greeks sought to give this equation a similar
shape to that which the reduced ' plane' problem took, that is, to
form a simple equation between solids corresponding to the cubic
equation

a? + aa? + Bx + V = 0 ;

the term ' solid' or ' plane' being then applied according as it had
been reduced, in the manner indicated, to the geometrical equivalent
of a cubic or a quadratic equation.

Zeuthen further explains the term 'linear problem' as having
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been invented afterwards to describe the cases which, being
equivalent to algebraical equations of an order higher than the
third, would not admit of reduction to a simple relation between
lengths, areas and volumes, and either could not be reduced to an
equation at all or could only be represented as such by the use of
compound ratios. The term 'linear' may perhaps have been applied
because, in such cases, recourse was had to new classes of curves,
directly and without any intermediate step in the shape of an
equation. Or, possibly, the term may not have been used at all
until a time when the original source of the names ' plane' and
' solid' problems had been forgotten.

On these assumptions, it would still be necessary to explain how
Pappus came to give a more extended meaning to the term ' solid
problem,' which according to him equally includes those problems
which, though solved by the same method of conies as was used to
solve the equivalent of cubics, do not reduce to cubic equations but
to biquadratics. This is explained by the supposition that, the
cubic equation having by the time of Apollonius been obscured
from view owing to the attention given to the method of solution
by means of conies and the discovery that the latter method was
one admitting of wider application, the possibility of solution by
means of conies came itself to be regarded as the criterion deter-
mining the class of problem, and the name ' solid problem' came
to be used in the sense given to it by Pappus through a natural
misapprehension. A similar supposition would account, in Zeuthen's
view, for a circumstance which would otherwise seem strange, viz.
that Apollonius does not use the expression ' solid problem,' though
it might have been looked for in the preface to the fourth Book
of the Conies. The term may have been avoided by Apollonius
because it then had the more restricted meaning attributed to it by
Zeuthen and therefore would not have been applicable to all the
problems which Apollonius had in view.

It must be admitted that Zeuthen's hypothesis is in several
respects attractive. I cannot however feel satisfied that the
positive evidence in favour of it is sufficiently strong to outweigh
the authority of Pappus where his statements tell the other way.
To make the position clear, we have to remember that Menaechmus,
the discoverer of the conic sections, was a pupil of Eudoxus who
nourished about 365 B.C. ; probably therefore we may place the
discovery of conies at about 350 B.C. Now Aristaeus 'the elder'
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wrote a book on solid loci (crrepcol TOTTOI) the date of which Cantor
concludes to have been about 320 B.C. Thus, on Zeuthen's hypo-
thesis, the ' solid problems' the solution of which by means of conies
caused the latter to be called 'solid loci' must have been such as
had been already investigated and recognised as solid problems
before 320 B.C., while the definite appropriation, so to speak, of the
newly discovered curves to the service of the class of problems must
have come about in the short period between their discovery and
the date of Aristaeus' work. I t is therefore important to consider
what particular problems leading to cubic equations appear to have
been the subject of speculation before 320 B.C. We have certainly
no ground for assuming that the cubic equation used by Archimedes
(On the Sphere and Cylinder n. 4) was one of these problems; for
the problem of cutting a sphere into segments bearing a given ratio
to one another could not have been investigated by geometers who
had not succeeded in finding the volume of a sphere and a segment
of a sphere, and we know that Archimedes was the first to discover
this. On the other hand there was the duplication of the cube, or
the solution of a pure cubic equation, which was a problem dating
from very early times. Also it is certain that the trisection of an
angle had long exercised the minds of the Greek geometers. Pappus
says that " the ancient geometers " considered this problem and first
tried to solve it, though it was by nature a solid problem (irpo'/JA.̂ /xa
-rfj <fyv<ra (rrepebv wap^ov), by means of plane considerations (8ta �nov
£7riire8a)i>) but failed; and we know that Hippias of Elis invented,
about 420 B.C., a transcendental curve which was capable of being
used for two purposes, the trisection of an angle, and the quadrature
of a circle*. This curve came to be called the Quadratrixt, but, as
Deinostratus, a brother of Menaechmus, was apparently the first to
apply the curve to the quadrature of the circle {, we may no doubt
conclude that it was originally intended for the purpose of trisecting

* Proolus (ea. Friedlein), p. 272.
+ The character of the curve may be described as follows. Suppose there

are two rectangular axes Oy, Ox and that a straight line OP of a certain length
(a) revolves uniformly from a position along Oy to a position along Ox, while a
straight line remaining always parallel to Ox and passing through P in its
original position also moves uniformly and reaches Ox in the same time as the
moving radius OP. The point of intersection of this line and OP describes the
Quadratrix, which may therefore be represented by the equation

y\a=.19\v.
X Pappus iv. pp. 250�2.
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an angle. Seeing therefore that the Greek geometers had used their
best efforts to solve this problem before the invention of conies, it
may easily be that they had succeeded in reducing it to the geo-
metrical equivalent of a cubic equation. They would not have been
unequal to effecting this reduction by means of the figure of the
vtvais given above on p. cxii. with a few lines added. The proof
would of course be the equivalent of eliminating x between the two
equations

h

where x = DF, y = FP = EG, a = DA, b = DB.

The second equation gives

(x + a)(x- 3a) - {y + b) (3b - y).

From the first equation it is easily seen that

(x + a) : (y + b) = a : y,

and that (x � 3a) y = a(b � 3y) ;

we have therefore a2 (b - 3y) = y2 (3b - y) (£)

[or y3 - 3by2 - 3a?y + a?b = 0] .

If then the trisection of an angle had been reduced to the geo-
metrical equivalent of this cubic equation, it would be natural for
the Greeks to speak of it as a solid problem. In this respect it
would be seen to be similar in character to the simpler problem of
the duplication of the cube or the equivalent of a pure cubic
equation; and it would be natural to see whether the transformation
of volumes would enable the mixed cubic to be reduced to the form
of the pure cubic, in the same way as the transformation of areas
enabled the mixed quadratic to be reduced to the pure quadratic.
The reduction to the pure cubic would soon be seen to be impossible,
and the stereometric line of investigation would prove unfruitful
and be abandoned accordingly.

The two problems of the duplication of the cube and the
trisection of an angle, leading in one case to a pure cubic equation
and in the other to a mixed cubic, are then the only problems
leading to cubic equations which we can be certain that the Greeks
had occupied themselves with up to the time of the discovery of the
conic sections. Menaechmus, who discovered these, showed that
they could be successfully used for finding the two mean propor-
tionals and therefore for solving the pure cubic equation, and the
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next question is whether it had been proved before the date of
Aristaeus' Solid Loci that the trisection of an angle could be
effected by means of the same conies, either in the form of the
viv(Ti<s above described directly and without the reduction to a cubic
equation, or in the form of the subsidiary cubic (/J). Now (1) the
solution of the cubic would be somewhat difficult in the days when
conies were still a new thing. The solution of the equation (j8) as
such would involve the drawing of the conies which we should
represent by the equations

xy = a",

bx = 3as + 3by - y2,

and the construction would be decidedly more difficult than that
used by Archimedes in connexion with his cubic, which only requires
the construction of the conies

(a � x) y = ac;

hence we can hardly assume that the trisection of an angle in the
form of the subsidiary cubic equation was solved by means of conies
before 320 B.C. (2) The angle may have been trisected by means
of conies in the sense that the vevcris referred to was effected by
drawing the curves (a), i.e. a rectangular hyperbola and a circle.
This could easily have been done before the date of Aristaeus; but
if the assignment of the name 'solid loci' to conies had in view their
applicability to the direct solution of the problem in this manner
without any reference to the cubic equation, or simply because
the problem had been before proved to be ' solid' by means of the
reduction to that cubic, then there does not appear to be any
reason why the Quadratrix, which had been used for the same
purpose, should not at the time have been also regarded as a ' solid
locus,' in which case Aristaeus could hardly have appropriated the
latter term, in his work, to conies alone. (3) The only remaining
alternative consistent with Zeuthen's view of the origin of the
name ' solid locus' appears to be to suppose that conies were so
called simply because they gave a means of solving one 'solid
problem,' viz. the doubling of the cube, and not a problem of the
more general character corresponding to a mixed cubic equation, in
which case the justification for the general name ' solid locus' could
only be admitted on the assumption that it was adopted at a time
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when the Greeks were still hoping to be able to reduce the general
cubic equation to the pure form. I think however that the
traditional explanation of the term is more natural than this
would be. Conies were the first curves of general interest for
the description of which recourse to solid figures was necessary as
distinct from the ordinary construction of plane figures in a plane*;
hence the use of the term 'solid locus' for conies on the mere ground
of their solid origin would be a natural way of describing the new
class of curves in the first instance, and the term would be likely
to remain in use, even when the solid origin was no longer thought
of, just as the individual conies continued to be called " sections of
a right-angled, obtuse-angled, and acute-angled " cone respectively.

While therefore, as I have said, the two problems mentioned
might naturally have been called 'solid problems' before the dis-
covery of ' solid loci,' I do not think there is sufficient evidence
to show that 'solid problem' was then or later a technical term
for a problem capable of reduction to a cubic equation in the sense
of implying that the geometrical equivalent of the general cubic
equation was investigated for its own sake, independently of its
applications, and that it ever occupied such a recognised position
in Greek geometry that a problem would be considered solved so
soon as it was reduced to a cubic equation. If this had been so,
and if the technical term for such a cubic was 'solid problem,' I
find it hard to see how Archimedes could have failed to imply some-
thing of the kind when arriving at his cubic equation. Instead of
this, his words rather suggest that he had attacked it as res integra.
Again, if the general cubic had been regarded over any length of
time as a problem of independent interest which was solved by
means of the intersections of conies, the fact could hardly have been
unknown to Nicoteles who is mentioned in the preface to Book iv.
of the Conies of Apollonius as having had a controversy with Conon
respecting the investigations in which the latter discussed the maxi-
mum number of points of intersection between two conies. Now
Nicoteles is stated by Apollonius to have maintained that no use

* It is true that Archytas' solution of the problem of the two mean propor-
tionals used a curve of double curvature drawn on a cylinder; but this was not
such a curve as was likely to be investigated for itself or even to be regarded as
a locus, strictly speaking; hence the solid origin of this isolated curve would
not be likely to suggest objections to the appropriation of the term 'solid locus'
to conies.
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could be made of the discoveries of Conon for Siopurfioi; but it seems
incredible that Nicoteles could have made such a statement, even for
controversial purposes, if cubic equations then formed a recognised
class of problems for the discussion of which the intersections of
conies were necessarily all-important.

I think therefore that the positive evidence available will not
justify us in accepting the conclusions of Zeuthen except to the
following extent.

1. Pappus' explanation of the meaning of the term 'plane
problem' (ZiriveSov irpd/JA.i7/ta) as used by the ancients can hardly
be right. Pappus says, namely, that "problems which can be
solved by means of the straight line and circle may properly be
called plane (Xcyoir' <xv �IKOTU>S iiriTre&a); for the lines by means of
which such problems are solved have their origin in a plane." The
words "may properly be called" suggest that, so far as plane
problems were concerned, Pappus was not giving the ancient
definition of them, but his own inference as to why they were
called 'plane.' The true significance of the term is no doubt, as
Zeuthen says, not that straight lines and circles have their origin
in a plane (which would be equally true of some other curves), but
that the problems in question admitted of solution by the ordinary
plane methods of transformation of areas, manipulation of simple
equations between areas, and in particular the application of areas.
In other words, plane problems were those which, if expressed
algebraically, depend on equations of a degree not higher than the
second.

2. When further problems were attacked which proved to be
beyond the scope of the plane methods referred to, it would be
found that some of such problems, in particular the duplication
of the cube and the trisection of an angle, were reducible to simple
equations between volumes instead of equations between areas; and
it is quite possible that, following the analogy of the distinction
existing in nature between plane figures and solid figures (an analogy
which was also followed in the distinction between numbers as 'plane'
and 'solid' expressly drawn by Euclid), the Greeks applied the term
'solid problem' to such a problem as they could reduce to an
equation between volumes, as distinct from a ' plane problem'
reducible to a simple equation between areas.

3. The first ' solid problem' in this sense which they succeeded
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in solving was the multiplication of the cube, corresponding to the
solution of a pure cubic equation in algebra, and it was found that
this could be effected by means of curves obtained by making plane
sections of a solid figure, namely the cone. Thus curves having a
solid origin were found to solve one particular solid problem, which
could not but seem an appropriate result; and hence the conic, as
being the simplest curve so connected with a solid problem, was
considered to be properly termed a ' solid locus,' whether because of
its application or (more probably) because of its origin.

4. Further investigation showed that the general cubic equation
could not be reduced, by means of stereometric methods, to the
simpler form, the pure cubic; and it was found necessary to try
the method of conies directly either (1) upon the derivative cubic
equation or (2) upon the original problem which led to it. In
practice, as e.g. in the case of the trisection of an angle, it was
found that the cubic was often more difficult to solve in that
manner than the original problem was. Hence the reduction of
it to a cubic was dropped as an unnecessary complication, and
the geometrical equivalent of a cubic equation stated as an in-
dependent problem never obtained a permanent footing as the
'solid problem' far excellence.

5. I t followed that solution by conies came to be regarded as
the criterion for distinguishing a certain class of problem, and, as
conies had retained their old name of ' solid loci,' the corresponding
term ' solid problem' came to be used in the wider sense in which
Pappus interprets it, according to which it includes a problem
depending on a biquadratic as well as a problem reducible to a
cubic equation.

6. The terms ' linear problem' and ' linear locus' were then
invented on the analogy of the other terms to describe respectively
a problem which could not be solved by means of straight lines,
circles, or conies, and a curve which could be used for solving such
a problem, as explained by Pappus.



CHAPTER VII.

ANTICIPATIONS BY ARCHIMEDES OF THE INTEGRAL CALCULUS.

IT has been often remarked that, though the method of exhaustion
exemplified in Euclid xn. 2 really brought the Greek geometers face
to face with the infinitely great and the infinitely small, they
never allowed themselves to use such conceptions. I t is true that
Antiphon, a sophist who is said to have often had disputes with
Socrates, had stated* that, if one inscribed any regular polygon,
say a square, in a circle, then inscribed an octagon by constructing
isosceles triangles in the four segments, then inscribed isosceles
triangles in the remaining eight segments, and so on, "until the
whole area of the circle was by this means exhausted, a polygon
would thus be inscribed whose sides, in consequence of their small-
ness, would coincide with the circumference of the circle." But as
against this Simplicius remarks, and quotes Eudemus to the same
effect, that the inscribed polygon will never coincide with the
circumference of the circle, even though it be possible to carry
the division of the area to infinity, and to suppose that it would
is to set aside a geometrical principle which lays down that magni-
tudes are divisible ad infinitum\. The time had, in fact, not come
for the acceptance of Antiphon's idea, and, perhaps as the result of
the dialectic disputes to which the notion of the infinite gave rise,
the Greek geometers shrank from the use of such expressions as
infinitely great and infinitely small and substituted the idea of things
greater or less than any assigned magnitude. Thus, as Hankel says %,
they never said that a circle is a polygon with an infinite number of

* Bretsohneider, p. 101.
+ Bretschneider, p. 102.
% Hankel, Zur Geschichte der Mathematik im Alterthum und Mittelalter,

p. 123.



ARCHIMEDES' ANTICIPATIONS OF THE INTEGRAL CALCULUS. Cxliii

infinitely small sides; they always stood still before the abyss of the
infinite and never ventured to overstep the bounds of clear con-
ceptions. They never spoke of an infinitely close approximation or
a limiting value of the sum of a series extending to an infinite
number of terms. Yet they must have arrived practically at such
a conception, e.g., in the case of the proposition that circles are to
one another as the squares on their diameters, they must have been
in the first instance led to infer the truth of the proposition by the
idea that the circle could be regarded as the limit of an inscribed
regular polygon with an indefinitely increased number of corre-
spondingly small sides. They did not, however, rest satisfied with
such an inference; they strove after an irrefragable proof, and this,
from the nature of the case, could only be an indirect one. Ac-
cordingly we always find, in proofs by the method of exhaustion,
a demonstration that an impossibility is involved by any other
assumption than that which the proposition maintains. Moreover
this stringent verification, by means of a double reductio ad ab-
surdum, is repeated in every individual instance of the use of the
method of exhaustion; there is no attempt to establish, in lieu of
this part of the proof, any general propositions which could be
simply quoted in any particular case.

The above general characteristics of the Greek, method of
exhaustion are equally present in the extensions of the method
found in Archimedes. To illustrate this, it will be convenient,
before passing to the cases where he performs genuine integrations,
to mention his geometrical proof of the property that the area of a
parabolic segment is four-thirds of the triangle with the same base
and vertex. Here Archimedes exhausts the parabola by continually
drawing, in each segment left over, a triangle with the same base
and vertex as the segment. If A be the area of the triangle so
inscribed in the original segment, the process gives a series of areas

A, \A, ay A, ...
and the area of the segment is really the sum of the infinite series

^{1+1+(*) '+(*) �+�-}�
But Archimedes does not express it in this way. He first proves

that, if Ax, A%,...An be any number of terms of such a series, so that
Ax = iA%, A% = iA3, . . . , then

A1 + A1 + Ai+ ...+An + $A* = £A1,

or A {1 + I + (if + ... + (*)-' + id)""1} = fcl-
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Having obtained this result, we should nowadays suppose n to
increase indefinitely and should infer at once that Q-)""1 becomes
indefinitely small, and that the limit of the sum on the left-hand side
is the area of the parabolic segment, which must therefore be equal
to %A. Archimedes does not avow that he inferred the result in
this way; he merely states that the area of the segment is equal
to %A, and then verifies it in the orthodox manner by proving that
it cannot be either greater or less than ^A.

I pass now to the extensions by Archimedes of the method
of exhaustion which are the immediate subject of this chapter. It
will be noticed, as an essential feature of all of them, that
Archimedes takes both an inscribed figure and a circumscribed
figure in relation to the curve or surface of which he is investigating
the area or the solid content, and then, as it were, compresses the
two figures into one so that they coincide with one another and
with the curvilinear figure to be measured; but again it must
be understood that he does not describe his method in this way or
say at any time that the given curve or surface is the limiting form
of the circumscribed or inscribed figure. I will take the cases
in the order in which they come in the text of this book.

1. Surface of a sphere or spherical segment.

The first step is to prove (On the Sphere and Cylinder I. 21, 22)
that, if in a circle or a segment of a circle there be inscribed
polygons, whose sides AB, BC, CD, ... are all equal, as shown
in the respective figures, then

(a) for the circle

(BB' + CC'+...) : AA'=A'B : BA,

(b) for the segment

(BB' + CC'+... +KK' + LM) :AM=A'B : BA.

Next it is proved that, if the polygons revolve about the
diameter AA', the surface described by the equal sides of the
polygon in a complete revolution is [i. 24, 35]

(a) equal to a circle with radius JAB (BB' + CC + ... + YY')

or (b) equal to a circle with radius JAB (BB' + CC + ... + LM).

Therefore, by means of the above proportions, the surfaces
described by the equal sides are seen to be equal to
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(a) a circle with radius J AA'. A'B,

and (6) a circle with radius J AM. A'B �

they are therefore respectively [i. 25, 37] less than

(a) a circle with radius AA',

(b) a circle with radius AL.
Archimedes now proceeds to take polygons circumscribed to the

circle or segment of a circle (supposed in this case to be less than a
semicircle) so that their sides are parallel to those of the inscribed
polygons before mentioned (cf. the figures on pp. 38, 51); and he
proves by like steps [i. 30, 40] that, if the polygons revolve about the
diameter as before, the surfaces described by the equal sides during
a complete revolution are greater than the same circles respectively.

Lastly, having proved these results for the inscribed and
circumscribed figures respectively, Archimedes concludes and proves
[i. 33, 42, 43] that the surface of the sphere or the segment of the
sphere is equal to the first or the second of the circles respectively.

In order to see the effect of the successive steps, let us express
the several results by means of trigonometry. If, in the figures on
pp. 33, 47 respectively, we suppose 4n to be the number of sides in
the polygon inscribed in the circle and 2M the number of the equal
sides in the polygon inscribed in the segment, while in the latter
case the angle AOL is denoted by a, the proportions given above
are respectively equivalent to the formulae *

"� . 2TT . . i \ "� . �"�
sin -�i- sin -�h ... + sin (2M � 1) ^ - = cot -;� ,

2m 2M 2n 4n

2 -{sin � +sin h ... + sin (n � 1) -
[ n n n

sin a
and ^cot-p�.

1 � cos a zn

Thus the two proportions give in fact a summation of the series

sin 6 + sin 26 + ... + sin (M � 1) 6
both generally where n& is equal to any angle a less than TT, and in
the particular case where n is even and 6 = TT/M.

Again, the areas of the circles which are equal to the surfaces
described by the revolution of the equal sides of the inscribed

* These formulae are taken, with a slight modification, from Loria, II periodo
aureo della geornetria greca, p. 108.

H. A. k
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polygons are respectively (if a be the radius of the great circle
of the sphere)

sin � �! sin 7i� + sin -r�h ... + sin (2n - 1) jr� }, or i-rra2 cos � ,
in { 2n 2n v ' 2nj in

i2. 2 sin -jr- 2 \ sin - + sin h ... + sin (n � 1) - 1 + sin a ,
2n[_ l n n v / n j J

and

or W . 2 cos �̂ (1 -cos a).

The areas of the circles which are equal to the surfaces described
by the equal sides of the circumscribed polygons are obtained from
the areas of the circles just given by dividing them by COS2TI-/4JI and
cos* a/2w respectively.

Thus the results obtained by Archimedes are the same as would
be obtained by taking the limiting value of the above trigonometri-
cal expressions when n is indefinitely increased, and when therefore
cos irjin and cos a/2«. are both unity.

But the first expressions for the areas of the circles are (when n
is indefinitely increased) exactly what we represent by the
integrals

sin 6 dO, or 4ira2,\ \
ra

and mas2. I 2 sin 6 dO, or 2ira2 (1 � cos a).

Thus Archimedes' procedure is the equivalent of a genuine
integration in each case.

2. Volume of a sphere or a sector of a sphere.

The method does not need to be separately set out in detail here,
because it depends directly on the preceding case. The investiga-
tion proceeds concurrently with that of the surface of a sphere or a
segment of a sphere. The same inscribed and circumscribed figures
are used, the sector of a sphere being of course compared with the
solid figure made up of the figure inscribed or circumscribed to the
segment and of the cone which has the same base as that figure and
has its vertex at the centre of the sphere. I t is then proved,
(1) for the figure inscribed or circumscribed to the sphere, that its
volume is equal to that of a cone with base equal to the surface of
the figure and height equal to the perpendicular from the centre of
the sphere on any one of the equal sides of the revolving polygon,
(2) for the figure inscribed or circumscribed to the sector, that the
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volume is equal to that of a cone with base equal to the surface of
the portion of the figure which is inscribed or circumscribed to the
segment of the sphere included in the sector and whose height is the
perpendicular from the centre on one of the equal sides of the
polygon.

Thus, when the inscribed and circumscribed figures are, so
to speak, compressed into one, the taking of the limit is practically
the same thing in this case as in the case of the surfaces, the
resulting volumes being simply the before-mentioned surfaces
multiplied in each case by \a.

3. Area of an ellipse.
This case again is not strictly in point here, because it does

not exhibit any of the peculiarities of Archimedes' extensions of
the method of exhaustion. That method is, in fact, applied in
the same manner, mutatis mutandis, as in Eucl. xn. 2. There
is no simultaneous use of inscribed and circumscribed figures, but
only the simple exhaustion of the ellipse and auxiliary circle by
increasing to any desired extent the number of sides in polygons
inscribed to each {On Conoids and Spheroids, Prop. 4).

4. Volume of a segment of a paraboloid of revolution.
Archimedes first states, as a Lemma, a result proved incidentally

in a proposition of another treatise (On Spirals, Prop. 11), viz. that,
if there be n terms of an arithmetical progression h, 2h, 3h, ..., then

h + 2h+3h+ ...+nh> %n2h\ .
and h+2h + 3h+...+(n-l)h<%nVij W "

Next he inscribes and circumscribes to the segment of the
paraboloid figures made up of small cylinders (as shown in the figure
of On Conoids and Spheroids, Props. 21, 22) whose axes lie along
the axis of the segment and divide it into any number of equal
parts. If c is the length of the axis AD of the segment, and if
there are n cylinders in the circumscribed figure and their axes are
each of length h, so that c = nh, Archimedes proves that

cylinder GE _
(1) inscribed fig. h + 2h+ 3h+ ... + (n- 1) h

> 2, by the Lemma,
cylinder CE n2k

* circumscribed fig. h + 2h + 3h+ ... +nh

hi



cxlviii INTRODUCTION.

Meantime it has been proved [Props. 19, 20] that, by increasing
n sufficiently, the inscribed and circumscribed figure can be made
to differ by less than any assignable volume. I t is accordingly
concluded and proved by the usual rigorous method that

(cylinder CE) = 2 (segment),

so that (segment ABC) = § (cone ABC).

The proof is therefore equivalent to the assertion, that if /* is
indefinitely diminished and n indefinitely increased, while nh remains
equal to c,

limit of h{h + 2h + 3A + ... + (n- l )A} = Jc2;

that is, in our notation,
re

xdx �f
Thus the method is essentially the same as ours when we

express the volume of the segment of the paraboloid in the form

tfdx,
0

where K is a constant, which does not appear in Archimedes' result
for the reason that he does not give the actual content of the
segment of the paraboloid but only the ratio which it bears to the
circumscribed cylinder.

5. Volume of a segment of a hyperboloid of revolution.

The first step in this case is to prove [On Conoids and Spheroids,
Prop. 2] that, if there be a series of n terms,

a.2h + (2hf, a . 3/t + (3A)2, ... a.nh + (nhf,

and if {ah + A2) + {a.2h + (2/j)2} + ... + {a. nh + (nhf} = £�,

then n {a. nh + (nh)2}ISn <(a + nh) I (-o + -=-))
IK2 ^ \ OS)-

and n{a.nh + (wA)2}/iS'M_1 > (a + nh)/ ( s + -s- )I
I \Z 6 ) '

Next [Props. 25, 26] Archimedes draws inscribed and circum-
scribed figures made up of cylinders as before (figure on p. 137), and
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proves that, if AD is divided into n equal parts of length h, so that
nh = AD, and if AA' = a, then

cylinder EB' _n{a.nh + (nKf}
inscribed figure Sn_x

fa nh\

, cylinder EB' n{a ,nh + (nh)2}
and -v-^ . , � = �* =�^��

circumscribed fig. on

. , . I fa nh

<(« + «*) / (2+ T
The conclusion, arrived at in the same manner as before, is that

cylinder EB' , ,,//<*, nh\
� , . P D / = (a + nh)/ H + -5- .
segment ABB v / \2 3 /

This is the same as saying that, if nh = b, and if h be indefinitely
diminished while n is indefinitely increased,

limit of n (ab + b*)/Sn = (a + b)l (" + |

limit of ^ B =

Jo

Now Sn = a(h + 2h+ ... + nh) + [h2 + (2hf + ... + (nh)2},

so that hSn = ah (h + 2h + ... + nh) + h {h2 + (2/t)2 + ... + (nh)2}.

The limit of the last expression is what we should write as

(ax + x2) dx,

which is equal to b2 (-^ + - ) ;
\2 3/

and Archimedes has given the equivalent of this integration.

6. Volume of a segment of a spheroid.

Archimedes does not here give the equivalent of the integration

(ax � x2),
o

presumably because, with his method, it would have required yet
another lemma corresponding to that in which the results (/3) above
are established.
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Suppose that, in the case of a segment less than half the spheroid
(figure on p. 142), AA' = a, CD = \c, AD = b; and let AD be divided
into n equal parts of length h.

The gnomons mentioned in Props. 29, 30 are then the differences
between the rectangle cb + b2 and the successive rectangles

ch + h\ c.2h + (2h)2, ... c. (n- 1) h + {(n - l)h}2,

and in this case we have the conclusions that (if Sn be the sum of
n terms of the series representing the latter rectangles)

cylinder EB' n (cb + Vs)
inscribed figure n (cb + b2) � Sn

cylinder EB' _ n (cb + b1)
circumscribed fig. n (cb + b2) �

2b

i - ^ i- -J. c y l i n d e r EB' . ,.lfc 2 6 \
a n d i n t h e l i m i t � . ,^7 =(c + o) \7i + -7r).segment ABB v 7 \2 3 /

Accordingly we have the limit taken of the expression

n(cb + b*)-Sn _ S%

n(cb + b2) ' n(cb + b2)'

and the integration performed is the same as that in the case of the
hyperboloid above, with c substituted for a.

Archimedes discusses, as a separate case, the volume of half a
spheroid [Props. 27, 28]. I t differs from that just given in that c
vanishes and b = \a, so that it is necessary to find the limit of

n (nhf ~'

and this is done by means of a corollary to the lemma given on
pp. 107�9 [On Spirals, Prop. 10] which proves that

A2 + (2h)2 + ... + (nh)2 > \n (wA)2,

and h2 + (2h)2 + ... + {(» - 1) h}> < \n (nh)2.

The limit of course corresponds to the integral

C' *dC'
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7. Area of a spiral.

(1) Archimedes finds the area bounded by the first complete
turn of a spiral and the initial line by means of the proposition just
quoted, viz.

h2 + (2hf + ... + (nhf > J»(nhf,

h2 + (2hf + ... + {(n - 1) hf < \n (nhf.

He proves [Props. 21, 22, 23] that a figure consisting of similar
sectors of circles can be circumscribed about any arc of a spiral such
that the area of the circumscribed figure exceeds that of the spiral
by less than any assigned area, and also that a figure of the same
kind can be inscribed such that the area of the spiral exceeds that
of the inscribed figure by less than any assigned area. Then, lastly,
he circumscribes and inscribes figures of this kind [Prop. 24]; thus
e.g. in the circumscribed figure, if there are n similar sectors, the
radii will be n lines forming an arithmetical progression, as h, 2h,
3/t, ... nh, and nh will be equal to a, where a is the length inter-
cepted on the initial line by the spiral at the end of the first turn.
Since, then, similar sectors are to one another as the square of their
radii, and n times the sector of radius nh or a is equal to the circle
with the same radius, the first of the above formulae proves that

(circumscribed fig.) > ^ira2.

A similar procedure for the inscribed figure leads, by the use of the
second formula, to the result that

(inscribed fig.) < ^-n-a2.

The conclusion, arrived at in the usual manner, is that

(area of spiral) = \ira2;

and the proof is equivalent to taking the limit of

-\h2 + (2hY+...+\(n-l)hf]nL v � u / > J

Trh
or of � [h2 + (2A)2 + ... + {(n �

a

which last limit we should express as

- I x2dx= \ira?
a yo
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[It is clear that this method of proof equally gives the area
bounded by the spiral and any radius vector of length b not being
greater than a; for we have only to substitute irbja for w, and to
remember that in this case nh = b. We thus obtain for the area

a?dx, or

(2) To find the area bounded by an arc on any turn of the
spiral (not being greater than a complete turn) and the radii
vectores to its extremities, of lengths b and c say, where c>b,
Archimedes uses the proposition that, if there be an arithmetic
progression consisting of the terms

b, b + h, b+2h, ... b+(n-\)h,

and if Sn = b^+ (b + hf+ (b + 2hf + ... + {b + (n - \)h)\

(n-l){b + (n-\)hy {b + (n-l)hy

and

[On Spirals, Prop. 11 and note.]
Then in Prop. 26 he circumscribes and inscribes figures consisting

of similar sectors of circles, as before. There are n � 1 sectors in
each figure and therefore n radii altogether, including both b and c,
so that we can take them to be the terms of the arithmetic progres-
sion given above, where {b + (n� 1) h) = c. It is thus proved, by
means of the above inequalities, that

sector OB'G {b + (n-\)hf sector OB'G
circumscribed fig. {b+(n�l)h\b + ̂ {{n�l)h)2 inscr. fig.

and it is concluded after the usual manner that

sector OB'C_ {b + (n-l)h}3

spiral OBG ~ {b+(n-l)h}b+%{(n-l) hf

cb + % (c - bf'

Remembering that n - 1 = (c - b)jh, we see that the result is the
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same thing as proving that, in the limit, when n becomes indefinitely
great and h indefinitely small, while b + (n� \)h = c,

limit of h [b! + (b + Kf + ... + {b + (n - 2) A}2]

that is, with our notation,

' x*dx = 1 (c3 - W).i:
(3) Archimedes works out separately [Prop. 25], by exactly

the same method, the particular case where the area is that described
in any one complete turn of the spiral beginning from the initial
line. This is equivalent to substituting (n � I) a for b and na for c,
where a is the radius vector to the end of the first complete turn of
the spiral.

I t will be observed that Archimedes does not use the result
corresponding to

I x*d% � I x2dx= I x2dx.
Jo Jb Jo

8. Area of a parabolic segment.

Of the two solutions which Archimedes gives of the problem of
squaring a parabolic segment, it is the mechanical solution which
gives the equivalent of a genuine integration. In Props. 14, 15 of
the Quadrature of the Parabola it is proved that, of two figures
inscribed and circumscribed to the segment and consisting in each
case of trapezia whose parallel sides are diameters of the parabola,
the inscribed figure is less, and the circumscribed figure greater,
than one-third of a certain triangle {EqQ in the figure on p. 242).
Then in Prop. 16 we have the usual process which is equivalent to
taking the limit when the trapezia become infinite in number and
their breadth infinitely small, and it is proved that

(area of segment) = J A EqQ.

The result is the equivalent of using the equation of the parabola
referred to Qq as axis of x and the diameter through Q as axis of
y, viz.

py = x (2a - x),
which can, as shown on p. 236, be obtained from Prop. 4, and finding

/�2a
ydx,

Jo
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where y has the value in terms of x given by the equation; and of
course

Jo 3?

The equivalence of the method to an integration can also be
seen thus. It is proved in Prop. 16 (see figure on p. 244) that, if
qE be divided into n equal parts and the construction of the
proposition be made, Qq is divided at Olt 02, ... into the same
number of equal parts. The area of the circumscribed figure is then
easily seen to be the sum of the areas of the triangles

QqF, QB1F1, QB2F2, ...

that is, of the areas of the triangles

QqF, Q0&, QO2Dlt ...

Suppose now that the area of the triangle QqF is denoted by A, and
it follows that

(circumscribed fig.) = A -! 1 + ~- + - T~ + ... -I�= !�
v ° ' \ ri? w? n?)

Similarly we obtain

(inscribed fig.) = ~ . A {A2 + 22A2 + . . . + ( « - I)2A2}.

Taking the limit we have, if A denote the area of the triangle EqQ,
so that A = nA,

= ~ . A {A2 + 22A2 + ... + »i2A2}.
m2A2

1 fA

(area of segment) = -^ I A2c?A
�A* Jo

If the conclusion be regarded in this manner, the integration is
the same as that which corresponds to Archimedes' squaring of the
spiral.



CHAPTER VIII.

THE TERMINOLOGY OF ARCHIMEDES.

So far as the language of Archimedes is that of Greek geometry
in general, it must necessarily have much in common with that of
Euclid and Apollonius, and it is therefore inevitable that the
present chapter should repeat many of the explanations of terms of
general application which I have already given in the corresponding
chapter of my edition of Apollonius' Conies*. But I think it will
be best to make this chapter so far as possible complete and self-
contained, even at the cost of some slight repetition, which will
however be relieved (1) by the fact that all the particular phrases
quoted by way of illustration will be taken from the text of
Archimedes instead of Apollonius, and (2) by the addition of a large
amount of entirely different matter corresponding to the great
variety of subjects dealt with by Archimedes as compared with the
limitation of the work of Apollonius to the one subject of conies.

One element of difficulty in the present case arises out of the
circumstance that, whereas Archimedes wrote in the Doric dialect,
the original language has been in some books completely, and in others
partially, transformed into the ordinary dialect of Greek. Uni-
formity of dialect cannot therefore be preserved in the quotations
about to be made; but I have thought it best, when explaining
single words, to use the ordinary form, and, when illustrating their
use by quoting phrases or sentences, to give the latter as they appear
in Heiberg's text, whether in Doric or Attic in the particular case.
Lest the casual reader should imagine the paroxytone words evdtiai,
Sia/nerpot, TrecreiTai, Tre<rovvrai, iaaUTai, Swavrai, aTrrtTai, KaXtiaOai,

KeicrOai and the like to be misprints, I add that the quotations in
Doric from Heiberg's text have the unfamiliar Doric accents.

I shall again follow the plan of grouping the various technical
* Apollonius of Perga, pp. dvii�olxx.
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terms under certain general headings, which will enable the Greek
term corresponding to each expression in the ordinary mathematical
phraseology of the present day to be readily traced wherever such
a Greek equivalent exists.

Points and lines.

A point is o-rffxeiov, the point B TO B crij/ueiov or TO B simply; a
point on (a line or curve) crrj/Mtiov ari (with gen.) or lv; a point
raised above (a plane) o-rjfiuov fierewpov; any two points whatever
being taken Svo arfjxuaiv \afj,pavojxevu>v OTTOKHVOVV.

At a point (e.g. of an angle) irpos (with dat.), having its vertex at
the centre of the sphere Kopv<j>rjv i\oiv 7rpos T<3 Kevrpu Tr\<s <j<$>aipa.<s \ of

lines meeting in a point, touching or dividing at a point, etc., Kara
(with ace), thus AE is bisected at Z is a AE Sî a Tefnvhat. Kara TO Z;
of a point falling on or being placed on another iiri or Kara (with
ace), thus Z will fall on T, TO fj.lv Z iirl TO V wetreirai, so that E lies
on A, <uor« TO /nev E Kara TO A KIUTOOA.

Particular points are extremity Trepas, vertex Kopv<j>Tj, centre
KfVTpov, point of division Siaipecris, point of meeting O-VIXTTTUXTIS, point
of section TOfirj, point of bisection SIXOTO/UCI, the middle point TO
ft.4o-ov; the points of division H, I, K, TO TWV Siaipeo-wov o-a/xcia Ta H,
I, K; let B be its middle point /xto-ov 8e avTas IO-TW TO B ; the point of
section in which (a circle) cuts a To/̂ a, Ka6' dv Te^vei.

A line is ypajj.fj.rj, a curved line Kafj,irukyj ypafj.fj.ri, a straight line
evOiia with or without ypafifiij. The straight line ®IKA, a ®IKA
evOila; but sometimes the older expression is used, the straight line
on which (ou with gen. or dat. of the pronoun) are placed certain
letters, thus let it be the straight line M, IOTM e<f> a. rb M, other
straight lines K, A, aXXai ypafj.fj.ai, i<p' av TO. K, A. The straight
lines between the points cu /jera£v T<UV o-ij/actuv evOelai, of the lines
which have the same extremities the straight line is the least nSv TO
avTa Tripara i)(ov(r<2v ypafj.fj.iSv iXa^io'TrfV elvai rrfv tvOelav, straight lines
cutting one another evOtiai Te/j-vovaai aXXaXas.

For points in relation to lines we have such expressions as the
following: the points Y, ®, M are on a straight line lir tvOeias COTI
TO. P, ®, M 0-afj.ela, the point of bisection of the straight line containing
the centres of tlie middle magnitudes a h'lymofxia TO.% tvQem.% T5S
e^oijaas TO Kevrpa TSV fieawv fieytOiwv. A very characteristic phrase
for at a point which divides the straight line in such a proportion
that... is ITTX TO.% eu#6ias Siaipcfleicras WOTS...; s imilarly en-c TSS X E
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Tfx.a6u(ra% OVTUIS, wore. A certain point will be on the straight line...
dividing it so that... ecro-emu eVi ras ev0eias...8taipeov OUTCOS TOV
flp-qfiAvav e&Oeiav, ware....

The middle point of a line is often elegantly denoted by an
adjective in agreement; thus at the middle point of the segment brl
fxiaov TOV TfjAfi.a.TO's, (a line) drawn from T to the middle point of
EB, a.7ro TOS r iirl jxio-av rav EB a^deitra, drawn to the middle point of
the base im fiia-av rav /JdViv dyo/j.iva.

A straight line produced is the (straight line) in t/ie same straight
line with it �>} eV' ev&eias airy. In the same straight line with the
axis ITU TOS auras ei#eias TCO afovi. Of a straight line falling on
another line Kara (with gen.) is used, e.g. TrutTovcn K<XT avrrj-s; kiri
(with ace.) is also used of a straight line placed on another, thus if
EH be placed on BA, Tfdeio-as ras EH im TO.I> BA.

For lines passing through points we find the following ex-
pressions : will pass through N, ?;£EI Sia TOV N ; will pass through the
centre 8ta TOB Kevrpov Tropevcrtrai, will fall through ® 7reo-eiTcu Sia TOV
®, verging towards B vevovaa ITTI TO B, pass through the same point
�7rl TO avrh cra/Aelov ip)(6vTai; the diagonals of the parallelogram fall
(i.e. meet) at ©, Kara Se TO © ai Sia/AtTpot TOV 7rapaX\rj\oypdiJi./j.ov
TTLITTOVTI. ; ~E3j (passes) through the points bisecting AB, TA, im Se TCLV

hi\0T0fx,iav TS.V AB, TA d EZ. The verb efyu is also used of passing
through, thus eWeiVcu 8-rj avra Sia. TOV ©.

For lines in relation to other lines we have perpendicular to
xa^eTos eVt (with ace), parallel to 7rapaA.X1jA.os with dat. or irapa
(with a c e ) ; let KA be (drawn) from K. parallel to PA, diro TOV K
7rapa TOV PA torco a KA.

Lines meeting one another o-v/xTriVrovo-at dXA.i;Xais; the point in
which ZH, MN produced meet one another and AY, TO o-rjixilov, KO.6' O
o-v/J.f$dWovo-iv tK/3aXXo/x.evat at ZH, M N dXX^Xats Te KCU TTJ AT; so as

to meet the tangent diore ifnre<reiv TCI bntyavovo-q., let straight lines be
drawn parallel to AT to meet the section of the cone a^oW eiOeiai
Trapa Tai' AF ecrTe TTOTL TOV TOV KUSVOV TO/XCIV, to draw a straight line to

meet its circumference TTOTI TO.V irepti^epetav avTov 7remy8aAeiv tvOiiav,
the line drawn to meet a irornreo-ovo-a, let AE, AA be drawn from the
point A to meet the spiral and produced to meet the circumference of
the circle iroTiirnrTovruiv diro TOV A o-a/xtiov TTOTI TOV IXIKO. at AE, AA

Kai eKTrtirTOVTcov TTOTI TOV TOV KVK\OV irepicf>epeiav; until it meets ®A in

O, io-re no. crvfn.ireo~g Tot ©A KOTO TO O (of a circle).
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(The straight line) will fall outside (i.e. will extend beyond) P,
CKTOS TOV P 7r«reiTai; will fall within the section of the figure IVTO<S
Trecrovvrai r as TOV <r^/xaTos TO/tas.

The (perpendicular) distance between (two parallel lines) AZ, BH,
TO Siaa-n7ju.a rav AZ, BH. Other ways of expressing distances are the
following: the magnitudes equidistant from the middle one ra tvov
a.TT�)(ovTa a-rrb TOV /xeo-ou /j,eye6ea, are at equal distances from one
another Ixra OLTT d\\d\o>v Sieo-Tcucev; the segments (lengths) on AH
equal to N, TO. ev ra AH T/xaju.ara lo-optyiOea TO. N ; greater by one
segment kv\ T/xd/xaTi ju.et£u>v.

The word tidtia itself is also often used in the sense of distance;
cf. the terms irpwrr] tvOtla etc. in the book On Spirals, also d evtfeia
a /xeTa£v TOV ntvTpov TOV aXiov K<U TOV KtvTpov TSS yas the distance
between the centre of the sun and the centre of the earth.

The word for join is tTnt,tvyvv(i> or irrL^tvyvvfit; the straight line
joining the points of contact d TOIS d<£as eiri^euyvvowa. ei0�ta, BA when
joined a BA £Tn£tvx6ucra; let EZ join the points of bisection of AA,
BF, a Se EZ iiri£tvyvveTU> TCIS 8ixoTO/iias Tav AA, BF. In one case
the word seems to be used in the sense of drawing simply, c" Ka
ev#eta iiri£ev)(6rj ypa/x/xd iv 8

Angles.

An angle is yuvta, the three kinds of angles are right opOrj, acute
ofeia, obtuse d/x;8\eta; right-angled etc. SpOoytovios, ofuytovios, dju,/3Xv-
yoivios; equiangular uroyojvios; w<A aw euew number of angles
dpTidycovos or dpTioy<ovios.

^Li ri^Ai angles to Sp6bs irpos (with aoc.) or irpos opdds (with dat.
following); thus if a line be erected at right angles to the plane ypa/u./u.£s
aveoTctKowas op^as TTOTL TO hrarthov, the planes are at right angles to
one another opOa TTOT d\Xa\d ivTL TO eiriWeSa, being at right angles
to ABP, irpos optfas wv TW ABP; KP, EA are at right angles to one
another TTOT 6p6d<; IVTI. aXXdXats al KP, HA, to cut at right angles
Te/jLveiv irpos opdd's. The expression making right angles with is also
used, e.g. opOas woiovo-a yu>vias TTOTL TOLV AB.

The complete expression for the angle contained by the lines AH,
AP is d ywvta a �7repux<>/A�va w o Tav AH, AP ; but there are a great
variety of shorter expressions, ymvia itself being often understood;
thus the angles A, E, A, B, cu A, E, A, B yuvi'ai; the angle at ®, d TTOTI
TO) ©; the angle contained by AA, AZ, d y<ovia d w o TSV AA, AZ; the
angle AHP, -q \mb TW AHP ytnvia, ij VTTO AHP (with or without yiavia).
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Making the angle K equal to the angle ©, ytaviav irotolcra Tav K
io-av ra O; the awgrfe imto which the sun fits and which has its vertex
at the eye ytavia, «s av o aAios evap/io^ei Tav KOpv<j>av e^ovaav TTOTL ra.
oi/rei; of the sides subtending the right angle (hypotenuses) rav VTTO
rav opOav ytaviav vTroreivovaav, they subtend the same angle IVTX VTTO
Tar avrav ytovtW.

If a line through an angular point of a polygon divides it
exactly symmetrically, the opposite angles of the polygon, al durtvavriov
ycoviai TOV TroKvytavov, are those answering to each other on each side
of the bisecting line.

Planes and plane figures.

A plane iTriireSov; the plane through BA, TO imireSov TO Kara
TTJV BA, or TO 8ta T^S BA, plane of the base £7rtir«8ov T^S ^ao-ews, plane
(i.e. base) of the cylinder «r«reSov TOV Kv\iv&pov; cutting plane «u-
TTCSOJ/ TC/JWOV, tangent plane eViVeSov hrupavov; the intersection of
planes is their common section KOIVTJ To/jt-rj.

In the same plane as the circle iv T<3 avr<S ciriireSa) T<3 KWX<J>.
Let a plane be erected on IIZ at right angles to the plane in which

AB, TA are awb Ta<s IIZ eirfore8ov dvco-TaKcVto opBov TTOTL TO eirbirfZov TO,
iv (o ivTi al AB, TA.

?%e plane surface -q tirurcSos (eirw^avcia), « plane segment «n'7re8ov
T^fw., a plane figure <rx^^a eriirtZov.

A rectilineal figure (.v6vypafi.jj.ov (o-x^a), a sicfe TrXevpa, perimeter
17 7rcpi)u.£Tpos, similar o/^oios, similarly situated o/xowo? K£t//,£i/os.

To coincide with (when one figure is applied to another),
ifJMp/jLo^fiv followed by the dative or iiri (with ace.); one part
coincides with the other e(j>ap/x6^ei TO tTtpov fnipos iirl TO £T£pov; the
plane through NZ coincides with the plane through AT, TO «rra-£Soi/ TO
KOTO. Tav NZ l<^apjx.6t,(.L TU> £irnr£8(t> TO KaTa. Tav AT. T h e passive is

also used; if equal and similar plane figures coincide with one another
T<3v iCTiov Kal 6/j.oioiv <Txn]fn.a.Ta>v iTrureSwv e<f>apfi,o£o{i.�V<av err' o

Triangles.

A triangle is Tpiytavov, the triangles bounded by (their three
sides) TO. Trepitxpfieva Tpiyuiva v-n-b T<OV A right-angled triangle
Tpiyiavov 6p6oywvwv, one of the sides about the right angle /jua T<SV irepl
rrjv opOrpi. The triangle through the axis (of a cone) TO Sia TOV a^ovos
Tplyiavov.
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Quadrilaterals.
A quadrilateral is a four-sided figure (rerpdirXeopov) as dis-

tinguished from a four-angled figure, TeTpdywvov, which means a
square. A trapezium, TpairQwv, is in one place more precisely
described as a trapezium having its two sides parallel rpaire^iov rets
Svo wXevpas *X0V 'raPaXXaXous dXXaXais.

A parallelogram irapa.XX^Xoypaju/toi'; for a parallelogram on a
straight line as base irri (with gen.) is used, thus the parallelograms
on them are of equal height io~rlv icrovi/rcj TO irapa\\ijXoypa/*/i.a TO. ew'
avrav. A diagonal of a parallelogram is Sta^crpos, the opposite sides
of the parallelogram al KO.T ivavriov TOV Trapa\A.i;\oypa//.//.ou irXevpai.

Rectangles.
The word generally used for a rectangle is xa>p£°v (space or area)

without any further description. As in the case of angles, the
rectangles contained by straight lines are generally expressed more
shortly than by the phrase TO 7T�pie)(6iA.tva xwP' a ^7r° > either y^iapiov
may be omitted or both ^wptov and ircpiexo/^evov, thus the rectangle
AT, TE may be any of the following, TO VTTO T<SV AT, TE, TO VTTO

AT, TE, TO virb ArE, and the rectangle under &K, AH is TO VTTO T^S
®K /cat T^S AH. Rectangles ®, I, K, A, yiopia. iv ots TO (or e<f> wv
�KO.O~TOV Tc3v) © , I , K , A .

To apply a rectangle to a straight line (in the technical sense) is
Tra.pa.fid.Wfiv, and 7rapa7rt7rru> is generally used in place of the passive;
the participle TrapaKeifievos is also used in the sense of applied to. In
each case applying to a straight line is expressed by Trapd (with ace).
Examples are, areas which we can apply to a given straight line (i.e.
which we can transform into a rectangle of the same area) x*"/3"1) »
oWa//.e#a irapa. TOV Sodeia-av evOeiav TrapafiaXeiv, let a rectangle be
applied to each of them irapaimrTiaKeTiii trap e/caorav avrav \wplov;
if there be applied to each of them a rectangle exceeding by a square

figure, and the sides of the excesses exceed each other by an equal
amount (i.e. form aii arithmetical progression) « m trap' eKdcrrav
avrav TrapaTrio-rj n \<opCov virepftdWov ciSei rerpayiavm, Zwvri 8e ai

TrXevpal T<3V VTrepj3XrjiJ.dTa>v T<3 io~a> d\Xa\ai / {nrepe^ovcrai.

The rectangle applied is �jrapaj8Xr;/ia.

Squares.

A square is rerpdytavov, a square on a straight line is a square
{erected) from it (diro). The square on PH, TO drro TOS TH Terpdywvov,
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is shortened into TO awb T5S VS, or TO avb PH simply. The square
next in order to it (when there are a number of squares in a row) is
TO Trap avriS Ttrpaywvov or TO i^o/j-evov TeTpdywvov.

With reference to squares, a most important part is played by
the word Swa/us and the various parts of the verb Svva/iai. Swa^is
expresses a square (literally a power); thus in Diophantus it is used
throughout as the technical term for the square of the unknown
quantity in an algebraical equation, i.e. for x2. In geometrical
language it is the dative singular 8vva.fi.eL which is mostly used;
thus a straight line is said to be potentially equal, 8uva/m ura, to a
certain rectangle where the meaning is that the square on the straight
line is equal to the rectangle; similarly for the square on BA is less
than double the square on AK we have 17 BA eAdWwv eoriv -tj hurXaxritav
oVajuet rfjs AK. The verb hvvao-Bai (with or without Icrov) has the
sense of being 8wa/m lo-a, and, when hvvao-Oax is used alone, it is
followed by the accusative; thus the square (on a straight line) is
equal to the rectangle contained by... is (evQiia) la-ov Svvarai T<O
Trepitxpfnivio VTTO...; let the square on the radius be equal to the
rectangle BA, AZ, 17 e/c TOV Kevrpov Swd.o-6m TO VTTO W BAZ, (the
difference) by which the square on ZT is greater than the square on
half the other diameter <L juei£ov Svvdrai d ZF TSS rjixuTiLas T£S

A gnomon is yvoi/juov, and its breadth (irXaTos) is the breadth of
each end; a gnomon of breadth equal to BI, yvd/juav TTXCITOS I ^ W 1<TOV
TO BI, (a gnomon) whose breadth is greater by one segment than the
breadth of the gnomon last taken away ov 7rXaTos evl
TOV irXa.T�O<s TOV irpb avTou aifraupovfiivov

Polygons.

A polygon is iro\vy<»vov, an equilateral polygon is towAevpov,
a polygon of an even number of sides or angles aprio-n-Xevpov or
dprioytovov; a polygon with all its sides equal except BA, AA, wras
ixpv ras irXevpas ^eupis TWV BAA ; a polygon with its sides, excluding
the base, equal and even in number TO,S TrXevpai; l^ov xa>p!s T^S j8ao-e<os
Jtras Kai apTtovs ; an equilateral polygon the number of whose sides is
measured by four TroXvywvov icrmXevpov, ov <u irXevpal virb TeTpaSos
UtTpovvrai, let the number of its sides be measured by four TO 7r\^^os
T<3V irXevpwv p.�Tp�io'6oi VTTO TeTpaSos. A ohiliagon ^i.Xidyu>vov.

The straight lines subtending two sides of the polygon (i.e. joining
angles next but one to each other) at VTTO SVO TrXevpas TOV iroXvyiavov

H. A. I



clxii INTRODUCTION.

VTroreivovcrcu, the straight line subtending one less than half the
number of the sides rj viroreivovo-a ras fnia IXao-crovas i w rjfi.ureav.

Circles.
A circle is KVKXOS, the circle * is o * KVKXOS or 6 KVKXOS iv <S TO * ,

let the given circle be that drawn below ICTTCO 6 Sonets KVKXOS 6

The centre is Kevrpov, the circumference Trepitfrepeia, the former
word having doubtless been suggested by something stuck in and
the latter by something, e.g. a cord stretched tight, carried round
the centre as a fixed point and describing a circle with its other
extremity. Accordingly Trepi<f>ipeia is used for a circular arc as well
as for the whole circumference; thus the arc BA is rj BA irepicftepeia,
the (part of the) circumference of the circle cut off by the same
(straight line) rj TOV KVKXOV Trepu\>epeia rj w o rfj's avTrj1; dTroTefj-vo/xevr].
Though the circumference of a circle is also sometimes called its
perimeter (rj irepifxeTpos) in the treatises On the Sphere and Cylinder
and on the Measurement of a Circle, the word does not seem to have
been used by Archimedes himself in this sense; he speaks, however,
in the Sand-reckoner of the perimeter of the earth (?r�p</<.eTpos T£S yas).

The radius is rj IK TOV Kevrpov simply, and this expression
without the article is used as a predicate as if it were one word;
thus the circle whose radius is ®E is 6 KUKXOS of i< TOV Kevrpov a
®E; BE is a radius of the circle rj Be BE ex TOV Kevrpov EOTI TOV KVKXOV.

A diameter is StajoicTpos, the circle on AE as diameter 6 irepl
8ia/u.eTpov Ttjv AE KVKXOS.

For drawing a chord of a circle there is no special technical
term, but we find such phrases as the following: idv els TOV KVKXOV
ev9eZa ypafx.jj.rj e^Trio-rj if in a circle a straight line be placed, and the
chord is then the straight line so placed rj ifnreo-ovo-a, or quite
commonly r\ iv T<3 KVK\U> (evdeia.) simply. For the chord subtending
one 656th part of the circumference of a circle we have the following
interesting phrase, d vnoTeivovo-a iv Tfwifia StaipefleiWs ras TOV ABF
KVKXOV Trepicfaepeias es X"'5*'-

A segment of a circle is Tfi.rjfia KVKXOV ; sometimes, to distinguish
it from a segment of a sphere, it is called a plane segment
Tfj.rjix.0. eiriTrehov. A semicircle is rjfiiKvKXiov; a segment less than a
semicircle cut off by AB, r^rj/xa eXao-crov rJiuKVKXiov o diroTefiva
r) AB. The segments on AE, EB (as bases) are TO. liri TW>
AE, EB Tfj.rjft.aTa; but the semicircle on ZH as diameter is TO
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TO irepl SidfieTpov rdv ZH or TO IJ/UKV/CAIOV TO irep\ Tav ZH
simply. The expression the angle of the semicircle, d TOV r}fn.iKVKX[ov
(yo)vta), is used of the (right) angle contained by the diameter and
the arc (or tangent) at one extremity of it.

A sector of a circle is TO/XEVS or, when it is necessary to
distinguish it from what Archimedes calls a ' solid sector,' orra-eSos
TOfievs KVKXOV a plane sector of a circle. The sector including the
right angle (at the centre) is 6 Toix.evs 6 Tav opOdv ywj/iav
Either of the radii bounding a sector is called a side of it,
each of the sectors (is) equal to the sector which has a side common
(with it) IKCUTTOS TWV .TOfx,eoiv tcros TW Kowdv CJ(OVTI irXevphv TOfx.el ; a
sector is sometimes regarded as described on one of the bounding
radii as a side, thus similar sectors have been described on all (the
straight lines) avayeypa<f>aTat. airo iracrav 0/J.OIOI TOfx.ees.

Of polygons inscribed in or circumscribed about a circle eyypd<f>ei.v
els or ev and trepiypd^eiv ire.pl (with ace.) are used ; we also find
irepiyeypafx.fx.ivos used with the simple dative, thus TO irepiye-
ypaix.ix.ivov o-)(rjfia T<3 Toix.ei is the figure circumscribed to the sector.
A polygon is said to be inscribed in a segment of a circle when
the base of the segment is one side and the other sides subtend
arcs making up the circumference; thus let a polygon be inscribed
on AF in the segment ABF, on T^S AP iroAuycovov iyyeypd<f>8a>
eh TO ABr TfLrjina. A regular polygon is said to be inscribed in
a sector when the two radii are two of the sides and the other sides
are all equal to one another, and a similar polygon is said to be
circumscribed about a sector when the equal sides are formed by the
tangents to the arc which are respectively parallel to the equal
sides of the inscribed polygon and the remaining two sides are the
bounding radii produced to meet the adjacent tangents. Of a
circle circumscribed to a polygon TrepiXaix.pdveiv is also used; thus
iroXvyuivov KVKAOS irepiyeypa.jJ.ix.evos irepikafX^aveTOi irepl TO avrb KcVTpov

yivd/aevos, as we might say let a circumscribed circle be drawn with
the same centre going round the polygon. Similarly the circle ABFA
containing the polygon 6 ABFA KUKAOS IXW TO iroXvywvov.

When a polygon is inscribed in a circle, the segments left over
between the sides of the polygon and the subtended arcs are
irepiAei7ro/i£va Tfx.rfix.aTa; when a polygon is circumscribed to the
circle, the spaces between the two are variously called TO.
Xeiiroiieva �nj's irepiypafyrjs T/i/qix-aTa, TO. ireptXenrofneva o-^Lixxra,

irepiXeifx.ix.aTa or TO. diroXeifx.tx.aTa.

12
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Spheres, etc.

In connexion with a sphere (a-^aipa) a number of terms are
used on the analogy of the older and similar terms connected with
the circle. Tims the centre is nevrpov, the radius �>} ex TOV Kevrpov,
the diameter 17 Siajuerpos. Two segments, Tfn.yjfn.aTa <r<f>aipas or
Tfi.riiM.Ta cr<£aipiKa, are formed when a sphere is cut by a plane;
a hemisphere is �qix.icrfyaipiov; the segment of the sphere at V, TO Kara TO
r T/u%ia TJJS cr<f>aipa<;; the segment on the side of ABP, TO dirb ABF
TfLrjixa; the segment including the circumference BAA, TO Kara, TTJV BAA
TT£pL<f}ipeiav TfirjfLa. The curved surface of a sphere or segment
is �Tri<$>d.vua; thus of spherical segments bounded by equal surfaces the
hemisphere is greatest is T&V rrj la~g iTri<f>aveia TTipLtypfxivtov o-cjxupiKwv
TfirjfidTuiv fiiitpv eori TO rjfu<r<$>o.ipwv. The terms base (/Jacris), vertex
(Kopv(j>-j) and height (ui/̂ os) are also used with reference to a segment
of a sphere.

Another term borrowed from the geometry of the circle is the
word sector (TO/ACVS) qualified with the adjective o-Tepeo's (solid).
A solid sector (rofi,ev<s o-T«p«ds) is defined by Archimedes as the
figure bounded by a cone which has its vertex at the centre of
a sphere and the part of the surface of the sphere within the cone.
The segment of the sphere included in the sector is TO Tfi.rjfx.a Trjs
o-<£atpas TO iv T<3 TOfi,el or TO Kara TOV TOfnia.

A great circle of a sphere is 6 /xcyiaTos KVKXOS TWV iv rrj o-<j>aipa.
and often 6 jucyioros KVKXOS alone.

Let a sphere be cut by a plane not through the centre TeTfu-^o-Oa)
o-<j>aipa fir] 81a TOV KtvTpov tTrare8<p; a sphere cut by a plane through
the centre in the circle EZH©, cr<£aipa �7rnr�Sa) TeTfirffievr] Sia TOV

Kara, TOV EZH© KVKXOV.

Prisms and pyramids.
A prism is irplo-fia, a pyramid irvpafits. As usual, dvaypd<j>tLV dvo

is used of describing a prism or pyramid on a rectilineal figure
as base; thus let a prism be described on the rectilineal figure
(as base) dvayiypa<^6u> dirb TOV eiOvypafifiov rrptoyxa, on the polygon
circumscribed about the circle A let a pyramid be set up dirb TOV 7rept
TOV A KVK\OV irepiytypafi.fi.ivov iroXvyuivov Trvpafus aveo"TaT<o dvaytypa/x-

A pyramid with an equilateral base ABT is n-vpa/̂ is Jo-O7rXevpoi'
-a /3ao-iv TO ABr.

The surface is, as usual, eirt^aveia and, when any particular face
or a base is excluded, some qualifying phrase has to be used.



THE TERMINOLOGY OF ARCHIMEDES. clxv

Thus the surface of the prism consisting of the parallelograms
(i.e. excluding t h e bases) rj iirtcjxivua TOV 7773107x0.1-05 17 ex r<av

TrapaWrjXoypd/jLiJMiv a-vyKufiivr]; the surface (of a pyramid) excluding
the base or the triangle AEP, jy eirujxiveia. x°>P^ T^ s fido-wi or rov
AEF rpiyiovov.

The triangles bounding the pyramid TO. irtpiA-^ovTa rpiytnva. Trjv
(as distinct from the base, which may be polygonal).

Cones and solid rhombi.
The Elements of Euclid only introduce right cones, which are

simply called cones without the qualifying adjective. A cone is
there defined as the surface described by the revolution of a right-
angled triangle about one of the sides containing the right angle.
Archimedes does not define a cone, but generally describes a right
cone as an isosceles cone (KIOVOS tcroo-KEXiys), though once he calls it
right (6p86s). J. H. T. Miiller rightly observes that the term
isosceles applied to a cone was suggested by the analogy of the
isosceles triangle, but I doubt whether such a cone was thought of
(as he supposes) as one which could be described by making an
isosceles triangle revolve about the perpendicular from the vertex
on the base; it seems more natural to connect it with the use of
the word side (irXevpd) by which Archimedes designates a generator
of the cone, a right cone being thus directly regarded as a cone having
all its legs equal. The latter supposition would also accord better
with the term scalene cone (KWVOS <TKoXr]v6';) by which ApoUonius
denotes an oblique circular cone; such a cone could not of course
be described by the revolution of a scalene triangle. An oblique
circular cone is simply a cone for Archimedes, and he does not
define i t ; but, while he speaks of finding a cone with a given
vertex and passing through every point on a given ' section of an
acute-angled cone' [ellipse], he regards the finding of the cone as
being equivalent to finding the circular sections, and we may
therefore conclude that he would have defined the cone in
practically the same way as ApoUonius does, namely as the surface
described by a straight line always passing through a fixed point
and moving round the circumference of any circle not in the same
plane with the point.

The vertex of a cone is, as usual, Kopv^nq, the base /3a<ns, the axis
a£<ov and the height v\pos', the cones are of the same height e'uriv 01

virb rb avrb vi/̂ os. A generator is called a side (irXevpd); if a
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cone be cut by a plane meeting all the generators of the cone e" «a
K(3vos cjriireSa) T/J.a6rj (jv/xiriTrTovrL ircurcus rais TOV Kiavov irAevpais.

The surface of the cone excluding the base rj e;ri<£aveta TOV K<OVOV
T^S /3ao-«o>s ; the conical surface between (two generators) AA, AB,

eTrufxiveia �q jxera^v riav AAB.
There is no special name for what we call a frustum of a cone

or the portion intercepted between two planes parallel to the base;
the surface of such a frustum is simply the surface of the cone
between the parallel planes rj tTri<f>a.v£ia TOV KWVOV /«Ta£ij r<Hv

A curious term is segment of a cone (dirdT/i.ajna KWVOV), which is
used of the portion of any circular cone, right or oblique, cut off
towards the vertex by any plane which makes an elliptic and not a
circular section. "With reference to a segment of a cone the axis
(afw) is defined as the straight line drawn from the vertex of the
cone to the centre of the elliptic base.

As usual, avaypafytiv dirb is used of describing a cone on a circle
as base. Similarly, a very common phrase is dirb TOV KVKXOV K<3VOS
ZITTO) let there be a cone on the circle (as base).

A solid rhombus (pô tySos arepeo's) is the figure made up of two
cones having their base common, their vertices on opposite sides of
it, and their axes in one straight line. A rhombus made up of
isosceles cones po/Afios i£ JcrocrKeXaJv KO>VU)V crvyKeijuevos, and the two
cones are spoken of as the cones bounding the rhombus ol Ktoi/ot 01

Cylinders.

A right cylinder is xuXivSpos opOos, and the following terms
apply to the cylinder as to the cone : base ^ao-is, one base or the
other 17 ercpa /Jacris, of which the circle AB is a base and TA opposite
to it ov ySacris fnxv 6 AB KVKXOS, direvavTiov Se 6 TA ; axis a^wv, height
v\]/os, generator irXeupa. The cylindrical surface cut off by (two
generators) AT, BA, -q diroTefji.vofiievrj KvXivSpiKrj «ri<£a'veia VTTO T<SV AT,

BA; the surface of the cylinder adjacent to the circumference ABT, -q
�Tn<j>dveia TOV nvXivSpov 17 Kara TTJV ABP Trepi<j>epeia.v denotes the
surface of the cylinder between the two generators drawn through
the extremities of the arc.

A frustum of a cylinder TO/AOS KvXtvSpov is a portion of a
cylinder intercepted between two parallel sections which are elliptic
and not circular, and the axis (aftov) of it is the straight line
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joining the centres of the two sections, which is in the same straight
line with the axis of the cylinder.

Conic Sections.

General terms are KWVLKO. oroix«a) elements of conies, ra KWVLKO.
(the theory of) conies. Any conic section KWVOV rofjLrj biroiaovv.
Chords are simply ev8etai iv ra TOV KCOVOV TOfxa oiy/ievat. Archimedes
never uses the word axis (a |w) with reference to a conic ; the axes
are with him diameters (Sidfierpoi.), and Sidfj-erpos, when it has
reference to a complete conic, is used in this sense exclusively. A
tangent is iTrixf/avovcra or l<^o.TrTOfx,ivri (with gen.).

The separate conic sections are still denoted by the old names;
a parabola is a section of a right-angled cone opOoyaiviov K<OJ>OU TO/AJJ,
a hyperbola a section of an obtuse-angled cone dfi-ftkvywviov KWVOV

tj, and an ellipse a section of an acute-angled cone ofuycoviou KWVOV

The parabola.

Only the axis of a complete parabola is called a diameter, and
the other diameters are simply lines parallel to the diameter. Thus
parallel to the diameter or itself the diameter is Trapa rav Sidfuerpov fj
avrti Sid/itrpos; AZ is parallel to the diameter a AZ 7rapa rav
hidfx.erpov tern. Once the term principal or original (diameter) is
used, ap îKa (sc. Sia/xerpos).

A segment of a parabola is T[n.rjixa, which is more fully described
as the segment bounded by a straight line and a section of a right-
angled cone TyuSjiia TO TrepiE^oju.6vov VTTO re ev8tia.<s Kal opOoytovcov KWVOV

TO/XSS. The word Sia/ierpos is again used with reference to a
segment of a parabola in the sense of our word axis; Archimedes
defines the diameter of any segment as the line bisecting all the
straight lines (chords) drawn parallel to its base rav Si^a refjivovcrav
Tas evdtias 7ra<ras ras irapa rav /3d<riv avrov ayoytievas.

The part of a parabola included between two parallel chords is
called a frustum TO/*OS (a7ro opOoyoivlov KWVOV TOjuas a<£aipov//.evo«),
the two chords are its lesser and greater base (IXdcro-iav and ju,ei£o>v
/3a'o-is) respectively, and the line joining the middle points of the
two chords is the diameter (Sia/ACTpos) of the frustum.

What we call the latus rectum of a parabola is in Archimedes
the line which is double of the line drawn as far as the axis a StirXaoria

TOC a£ovos. In this expression the axis (d£<av) is the axis
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of the right-angled cone from which the curve was originally derived
by means of a section perpendicular to a generator *. Or, again, the
equivalent of our word parameter (trap av SWOVTOI at airo Tas TO/ACIS)
is used by Archimedes as by Apollonius, meaning the straight line
to which the rectangle which has its breadth equal to the abscissa
of a point and is equal to the square of the ordinate must be
applied as base. The full phrase states that the ordinates have
their squares equal to the rectangles applied to the line equal to N (or
the parameter) which have as their breadth the lines which they (the
ordinates) cut off from AZ (the diameter) towards the extremity A,

TO. irapa rav "urav TO. N TrapairlirTovTO, TTXOTOS txPVTa, us aural

oi'Tt airb Tas AZ TTOTL TO A irtpas.

Ordinates are the lines drawn from the section to the diameter
(of the segment) parallel to the base (of the segment) at dn-o T£S TO/USS
iirl rav AZ ayOjU,eVai irapa. rav AE, or simply at aVo Tas TO/ms. Once
also the regular phrase drawn ordinate-wise TeTay/ntVws Karrjyfjievr] is
used to describe an ordinate, as in Apollonius.

The hyperbola.

What we call the asymptotes (at da-vfi-nriiyTOi in Apollonius) are
in Archimedes the lines (approaching) nearest to the section of the
obtuse-angled cone at eyyurra r a s TOV a/j.f$\vy<i>VLOV KIOVOV TO/ias.

The centre is not described as such, but it is the point at which
the lines nearest (to the curve) meet TO (rafxtiov, KaO' o al lyyicna.

This is a property of the sections of obtuse-angled cones TOVTO yap
i<TTiv iv ra ts TOT) aix/3X.vyiaviov KWVOV TO/nats

The ellipse.

The major and minor axes are the greater and lesser diameters
/xa'£o>v and iXdcra-iov Sia/teTpos. Let the greater diameter be AP,

8(a//.£Tpos Si (auras) d jxiv /*«t£oH' £ora> e<̂> as TO. A, V. The rectangle

contained by the diameters (axes) TO irepiexopevov inrb Tav 8ta/ieTp(uv.
One axis is called conjugate (o-u ĵy '̂s) to the other: thus let the
straight line N be equal to half of the other diameter which is
conjugate to AB, d 8« N evOeia ura IOTCD TO. rjjx,uriia. Tas eVepas
a ecrTt o-v̂ uyrjs Ta AB.

The centre is here

Cf. Apollonius of Perga, pp. xxiv, xxv.
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Conoids and Spheroids.

There is a remarkable similarity between the language in which
Archimedes describes the genesis of his solids of revolution and that
used by Euclid in defining the sphere. Thus Euclid says: when, the
diameter of a semicircle remaining fixed, the semicircle revolves and
returns to the same position from which it began to move, the included
figure is a sphere o<$>aZpa. 1<TTIV, orav IJ/UKUKAIOU /j.evovo-ri'z rrjs 8ian.irpov
Trepieve^Oev TO T̂ UIKVKXIOV eis TO avrb irdXiv airoKaTacrTaOfj, odtv r/p^aro
<j>£pea6ai, TO Trepi\ri<f>6iv crxwa; and he proceeds to state that the
axis of the sphere is the fixed straight line about which the semicircle
turns afcov Se rrj<s o-<£aipas iarlv 77 pivovo-a evOeia, irepl T}V TO YHXIKVKKIOV
o-Tpe(]>£T<u. Compare with this e.g. Archimedes' definition of the
right-angled conoid (paraboloid of revolution): if a section of a
right-angled cone, with its diameter (axis) remaining fixed, revolves
and returns to the position from which it started, the figure included
by the section of the right-angled cone is called a right-angled conoid,
and its axis is defined as the diameter which has remained fixed,
ei Ka opOoyiavtov KWTOV rojuui /aevowag ras 8ia/j.�Tpov ircpiei/c^eitra
airoKa.Tao-Ta.6fj TraXiv, oOtv wpfiao-ev, TO ?repiA.a<£#«v o-)(rjft,a viro Tas TOC

opdoytaviov KOJVOV TO/u.as opOoyiaviov KiovoetSes KaXuadai, nal a£ova

fxlv avrov Ta.v nefievaKovo-av Sta/teTpov Ka\do-8ai, a n d i t will be seen

that the several phrases used are practically identical with those of
Euclid, except that wpuao-ev takes the place of r/p^aro <f>ipeo-6ai; and
even the latter phrase occurs in Archimedes' description of the
genesis of the spiral later on.

The words conoid xwoeiSes (a-xrjfn.a) and spheroid o-̂ aipoeiSes
(yxfjiua) are simply adapted from K<3VOS and tr^aipa, meaning that
the respective figures have the appearance (cISos) of, or resemble,
cones and spheres; and in this respect the names are perhaps more
satisfactory than paraboloid, hyperboloid and ellipsoid, which can
only be said to resemble the respective conies in a different sense.
But when KODVOEISCS is qualified by the adjective right-angled
opOoydviov to denote the paraboloid of revolution, and by d/j./3\v-
ymvLov obtuse-angled to denote the hyperboloid of revolution, the
expressions are less logical, as the solids do not resemble right-
angled and obtuse-angled cones respectively; in fact, since the
angle between the asymptotes of the generating hyperbola may be
acute, a hyperboloid of revolution would in that case more resemble
an aewte-angled cone. The terms right-angled and obtuse-angled
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were merely transferred to the conoids from the names for the
respective conies without any more thought of their meaning.

I t is unnecessary to give separately the definition of each
conoid and spheroid; the phraseology is in all cases the same
as that given above for the paraboloid. But it may be remarked
that Archimedes does not mention the conjugate axis of a hyperbola
or the figure obtained by causing a hyperbola to revolve about that
axis; the conjugate axis of a hyperbola first appears in Apollonius,
who was apparently the first to conceive of the two branches of a
hyperbola as one curve. Thus there is only one obtuse-angled
conoid in Archimedes, whereas there are two kinds of spheroids
according as the revolution takes place about the greater diameter
(axis) or lesser diameter of the generating section of an acute-
angled cone (ellipse); the spheroid is in the former case oblong
(�7rapa|naKes o"<£aipoei8es) and in the latter case flat («rt7r\aTv

A special feature is, however, to be observed in the description
of the obtuse-angled conoid (hyperboloid of revolution), namely that
the asymptotes of the hyperbola are supposed to revolve about the
axis at the same time as the curve, and Archimedes explains that
they will include an isosceles cone (KVVOV icroo-KeXia TrepiAai/zoiVrai),
which he thereupon defines as the cone enveloping the conoid
(irepieXtav TO KWVOCISES). Also in a spheroid the term diameter
(Sia/u,erpo9) is appropriated to the straight line drawn through
the centre at right angles to the axis (d 8ia TOV Ktvrpov TTOT op$as
ayofiiva TU> a£ovi). The centre of a spheroid is the middle point of
the axis TO p.ko~ov TOV afovos.

The following terms are used of all the conoids and spheroids.
The vertex (Kopvtfnj) is the point at which the axis meets the surface TO
crajueioy, Ka6' o aTrrerat 6 a^w Tas eirit^avcias, the spheroid having of
course two vertices. A segment (r/Aa/ua) is a part cut off by a plane,
and the base (/?<xo-is) of the segment is defined as the plane (figure)
included by the section of the conoid (or spheroid) in the cutting
plane TO eJrurcSov TO irepiXa<£$ev VTTO Tas TOV Ktovoeih'eos (or O"<£aipoei8eos)
To//.as ev T(3 a7roT£/nvovTi «r«reSu>. The vertex of a segment is the point
at which the tangent plane parallel to the base of the segment meets
the surface, TO o-a/itlov, KO.6' 6 airrsTai TO im-jredov TO iinipavov (TOV
KtovoeiSeos). The axis (a£tov) of a segment is differently defined for
the three surfaces ; (a) in the paraboloid it is the straight line cut off
within the segment from the line drawn through the vertex of the
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segment parallel to the axis of the conoid a evaTroXafyOticra. cvOela iv T<3
T/nd/xaTt airb rets a ^ e t i r a s Sia ras Kopv<f>ds TOV T/xatiaTOS irapa TOV

a£ova TOV xwvoeiStos, (b) in the hyperboloid it is the straight line cut
off within the segment from the line drawn through the vertex of the
segment and the vertex of the cone enveloping the conoid airb ras

Sia T<XS KOpv<j)ai<s TOV TiiaiiaTos Kat Tas Kopv<j>a<s TOV KUIVOV TOV

TO xwoeiScs, (c) in the spheroid it is the part similarly
cut off from the straight line joining the vertices of the two segments
into which the base divides the spheroid, dnb TCIS evflei'as TO£S Tas
Kopv<£as ai>TiSv (TWV Tjxa.ji.aT(iiv) e7ri£evyvuovo'as.

Archimedes does not use the word centre with respect to the
hyperboloid of revolution, but calls the centre the vertex of the
enveloping cone. Also the axis of a hyperboloid or a segment is
only that part of it which is within the surface. The distance
between the vertex of the hyperboloid or segment and the vertex
of the enveloping cone is the line adjacent to the axis a Troreovo~a
T<p a£ovi.

The following are miscellaneous expressions. The part inter-
cepted within the conoid of the intersection of the planes a ivairo-
\a<f>6u(ra. iv TO! KtovoeiSel Tas yevo/xcras ro^uas TWV iTrnreSuiv, (the plane)
will have cut the spheroid through its axis TETtiaKos eo-o-etVai TO
o-^atpoeiSes Sia rov! a^ovos, so that the section it makes will be a
conic section <jxrre Ta.v TO/XOIV iroi7jtr�6 KWVOV TO/JLIXV, let two segments be

cut off in any manner aVoTET/xao-tfco Svo T/x.a/iaTa <us CTV ĈV or by
planes drawn in any manner «n7r«Sois 67r<oo"oiV ay/xevois.

Half the spheroid TO dtiio-eov TOV o-<£oupo«Seos, half the line
joining the vertices of the segments (of a spheroid), i.e. what we should
call a semi-diameter, d -qiuo-ia aiVras Tas «7rt̂ evyvvovo"as TO.%

The spiral.

We have already had, in the conoids and spheroids, instances of
the evolution of figures by the motion of curves about an axis. The
same sort of motion is used for the construction of solid figures
inscribed in and circumscribed about a sphere, a circle and an
inscribed or circumscribed polygon being made to revolve about
a diameter passing through an angular point of the polygon and
dividing it and the circle symmetrically. In this case, in Archimedes'
phrase, the angular points of the polygon will move along tlie circum-
ferences of circles, ai ymviai Kara KVKXUIV Trepi<j>epei<3v ive)(67]o~ovTat (or
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oi(r6rj<rovTai) and the sides will move on certain cones, or on the surface
of a cone Kara TLVO>V Kwviav ive^O'qo'ovTai or KOT £7r«£av�ias KU>VOV ; and

sometimes the angular points or the points of contact of the sides of
a circumscribed polygon are said to describe circles ypd<povo-i KUKAOUS.

The solid figure so formed is TO yev-qOev crTf.pe.ov <r)(rjix.a, and let the
sphere by its revolution make a figure TrepieveyBelo-a -q o-t^alpa iroieOno
u ^ p TI.

For the construction of the spiral, however, we have a new
element introduced, that of time, and we have two different uniform
motions combined; if a straight line in a plane turn uniformly
about one extremity which remains fixed, and return to the position
from which it started and if, at the same time as the line is revolving,
a point move at a uniform rate along the line starting from the fixed
extremity, the point will describe a spiral in the plane, el /ca ev6eia...iv
e?ri7re8a).../A�i'oi'Tos TOV tripov iriparos avras itjoTayitiK Trepi.eve)(6elcra

airoKaTatrTaOrj irdXiv, oBev wpfxaaev, a/ta Se TO ypafxp^a. Trepiayofi.evq.

(j>�ptjTai TI a-afnelov «roTax«os avrb eavr£ Kara Tas ev0etas ap£df*.evov diro

TOV fxevovTOS ire'paTOS, TO aa/xelov I\tKa ypd\j/(i iv Tfc! e7rnr£8&>.

The spiral (described) in the first, second, or any turn is a e\i£ a iv
TO. irpcuTa, ScuTcpa, or cnroiaovv Trepi(f>opa y�ypa[X./j.�va, a n d t h e t u r n s

other than any particular ones are the other spirals at d\\ai eXiices.
The distance traversed by the point along the line in any time is

d evdiia a Siavuadeiaa., and tlie times in which the point moved over tlie
distances ol xpovoi, iv ots TO crafieiov TO.S ypa/x/j.as iiropevdri; in the time
in which the revolving line readies Ar from AB, Iv a> XP°v<i> "� vepia.yoiJ.eva.
ypa/jifia airo Tas AB im Tav AT axftucvetTtu.

The origin of the spiral is dp^a TSS IXIKOS. the initial line dp^a Tas
irepi<f>opcl<s. The distance described by the point along the line in
the first complete revolution is evBeia irpGora (first distance), that
described during the second revolution the second distance evOeia
Sevrepa, and so on, the distances being called by the number of the
revolutions 6/awi/v/wos T<HS 7repi<£opais. The first area, x^P'o" irpwTov,
is the area bounded by the spiral described in the first revolution and
by the 'first distance' TO \wpiov TO Trepi\acj>8ev VTTO TE Tas ekixos Tas ev
TO. Trpcura Tr�pixf>opa ypa<£e«ras Kal Tas ei^etas, a eo-Tti' irpwTa; the second
area is that bounded by the spiral in the second turn and the 'second
distance,' and so on. The area added by the spiral in any turn is TO
\(opCov TO TroTi\a<t>6ev VTTO Tas eAt/cos ev TIVI TrepKpopa.

The first circle, KVK\O<S -n-p&ros, is the circle described with the
' first distance' as radius and the origin as centre, the second circle
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that with the origin as centre and twice the 'first distance' as
radius, and so on.

Together with as many times the whole of the circumference of the
circle as (is represented by) tJw number less by one than (that of)
the revolutions /J.C9' oAas ras TOV KVKXOV irept,<f>epeia<; Too"awa/cis A.a/x-
fiavofiivas, otros icrriv 6 ivl iXao-o-o>v dpi6/j.bs TS.V Trepi<f>opav, the circle
called by the number corresponding to that of the revolutions 6 KVKXOS
6 Kara TOV avTov dpidjxbv Xtyofievos Tats Trepn^opais.

With reference to any radius vector, the side which is in the
direction of the revolution is forward TO. Trpoayovfueva, the other
backward TO.

Tangents, etc.
Though the word airTOficu is sometimes used in Archimedes of a

line touching a curve, its general meaning is not to touch but simply
to meet; e.g. the axis of a conoid or spheroid meets (airTercu) the
surface in the vertex. (The word is also often used elsewhere than
in Archimedes of points lying on a locus; e.g. in Pappus, p. 664, the
point will lie on a straight line given in position atj/trai TO cnj/mov
6eo-ei StSo/xivrfS ev#eias.)

To touch a curve or surface is generally tyairTtvOai. or «ra/raveu'
(with gen.). A tangent is �<̂ airTo/xev»; or fTrnj/avovaa (sc. evOtia) and
a tangent plane liruj/avov iirvTreSov. Let tangents be drawn to the circle
ABr, TOV ABP KVKXOV e<£a7rrdyu.evai r]x$<oo-a.v; if straight lines be drawn
touching the circles eav tyOSarlv nves eTrixj/avovo-ai TWV KVK\O>V. The
full phrase of touching without cutting is sometimes found in
Archimedes; if a plane touch (any of) the conoidal figures
without cutting the conoid ci xa TWV KwvoeiSiutv cr^/xaTwv imireSov
i<j>aTTTT]T(u fir] Tf.fx.vov TO K<ovofi8es. The simple word ifraveiv is
occasionally used (participially), the tangent planes TC£ en-wrcSa TO.
if/avovTa.

To touch at a point is expressed by Kara, (with ace.); the points
at which the sides...touch (or meet) the circle 077/ieia, KO.6' a airTovTat
TOV KVKXOV ai irXevpai.... Let them touch the circle at the middle
points of the circumferences cut off by the sides of the inscribed
polygon hm\pavenaarav TOV KVKXOV Kara fiiaa. T(Sv irepi<^>«p�«3v TWV

d7roT�/xvojuevwv virb TOV iyyeypafifievov iroXvyaivov irXevpwv.

The distinction between iTrufraveLv and aTTTOfiai is well brought
out in the following sentence; but that the planes touching the
spheroid meet its surface at one point only we shall prove 0Y1 Se
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Ta iimj/avovTa cjrtVeSa TOV o"<£aipoeiSeos KO.0' tv fwvov aTrroVrai

Tas £7ri^>av£ias avrov Sei^ov/aes.

2%« point of contact 17 d̂ >?y.

Tangents drawn from (a point) ayfievai O.TTO ; we find also the
elliptical expression airo TOV H i<j>airTe<rdta 17 OET, to OHII 6e the
tangent from B, where, in the particular case, H is on the circle.

Constructions.
The richness of the Greek language in expressions for con-

structions is forcibly illustrated by the variety of words which
may be used (with different shades of meaning) for drawing a
line. Thus we have in the first place ay<o and the compounds
Siayu (of drawing a line through a figure, with ets or iv following,
of producing a plane beyond a figure, or of drawing a line in a
plane), Kara-yci (used of drawing an ordinate down from a point on
a conic), Trpoadyu) (of drawing a line to meet another). As an
alternative to 7rpoo-ayu>, irpo<T/3dWta is also used; and irpo<nrarTta
may take the place of the passive of either verb. To produce is
ix^aXXu), and the same word is also used of a plane drawn through a
point or through a straight line; an alternative for the passive is
supplied by e/ornr�. Moreover wjooo-Kei/xai is an alternative word
for being produced (literally being added).

In the vast majority of cases constructions are expressed by the
elegant use of the perfect imperative passive (with which may be
classed such forms as yeyoverw from yiyvo/u.ai, lorco from efyu, and
K�iu8to from Kfifw.i), or occasionally the aorist imperative passive.
The great variety of the forms used will be understood from the
following specimens. Let BP be made (or supposed) equal to A,
KU<T8<I> TO A tcrov TO B F ; let it be drawn rixOw, let a straight line be

drawn in it (a chord of a circle) 8iyxd(o TIS ets avrov tvOela, let KM be

drawn equal to... urq /canfx^0' V KM, let it be joined iTret,(.v\6u>, let

KA be drawn to meet Trpo<rfief$krj<T9<ti -q KA, let them be produced

�K/8ej8Xi7o-0u)o-ai/, suppose them found cvprjo-Ouxrav, let a circle be set out

fKKetcrOa) KUKAOS, let it be taken el\i](f>$a), let K, H be taken to-Twcrav

eiXijju.ju,�vat at K, H, let a circle * be taken Xe\d<f>8o) K-UKXOS iv <S TO * , let

it be cut TiTfn.rja-$(o, let it be divided 8iaiptja-6<ii (StrjprjcrOo)); let one cone be

cut by a plane parallel to the base and produce the section EZ, T/JLTTJOIJTW 6

tTepos KWVOS iirnreHw 7rapa.AA.17Aa> rfj /3ao"et Kal iroieiVu TO//.17V TT)V E Z , let

TZ be cut off aTroAcAa^flco a T Z ; let (such an angle) be left and let it

be NHF, \e\ti<p9a> K<U IOTOI 17 VTTO N H r , let a figure be made yeyevtf(r$(i>
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rjixa, let the sector be made corco ycycvij/zevos 6 TO/ICVS, let cones be

described on the circles (as bases) dvayeypa<£#<i>crav euro TWV KVKXWV

K&voi, dwo TOV KVKXOV KCOVOS COTCO, let it be inscribed or circumscribed

iyy�ypd(f>6<D (or lyye.ypaixji.ivov ecrrco), Trtpiye.ypa<f>6ia; le t an area {equal

to that) of AB be applied to AH, Trapa(2e{3\t]cr9<0 irapd Tav AH TO x<i)p£ov

TOV A B ; let a segment of a circle be described on ®K, e n TJJS ®K

KVKXOV Tft,rj/ji.a e$ecrTacr0o>, let the circle be completed dvaireirX-qpiao-Oui 6

KVKXOS, let NH {a parallelogram) be completed o-v/jLTreTrXrjpdo-dia TO N 3 ,

let it be made ireTronjo-6<i>, let the rest of the construction be the same as

before TO aAA.a KaTto-Kevdo-Oui TOV OLVTOV rpcnrov rots irpoTtpov. Suppose

it done ytyovlTw.

Another method is to use the passive imperative of voiu (let it be
conceived). Let straight lines be conceived to be drawn voeio-Quicrav

eiOeioLi Tjyfj.eva.1, let the sphere be conceived to be cut voeio~6a> y <r<j>alpa

TiTin.Tqjii.ivt], let a figure (generated) from the inscribed polygon be

conceived as inscribed in the sphere cwro TOV TroXvyiovov TOV iyypacfao-

/ACVOU voeCo-dw TI els TTJV o-^alpav iyypacjiiv o")(fip.a. Sometimes the

participle for dravm is left out ; thus GOT-' avrov voeio-6o> ewt^aveta let
a surface be conceived (generated) from it.

The active is much more rarely used; but we find (1) eav with
subjunctive, if we cut idv re/ta^ter, if we draw edv ctydyco/xev, if you
produce idv iKfiaXys; (2) the participle, it is possible to inscribe...and
(ultimately) to leave SVVCLTOV IO-TIV iyypd<f>ovTa...XtiTreiv, if we con-

tinually circumscribe polygons, bisecting the remaining circumferences
and drawing tangents, we shall (ultimately) leave del Brj TrepiypdcfmvTes

St'̂ a Tefnvo^evav T W irepiX(.nrop.f.vwv Trepifapeiuiv /ecu dyo/jLevatv
^ij/o/jLev, it is possible, if we take the area..., to inscribe

Aa/JcWa (or Xafi^dvovra) TO -)(iopiov.. .Zvvarov io-Tiv...eyypdi[/a.L; (3) the
first person singular, I take two straight lines Xafjufidvio 8vo ev8eia<;,
I took a straight line IXajiov TWO. �v6eiav; I draw ®Mfrom © parallel
to AZ, <xya> dirb TOV © Tav ©M irapdXXrjXov ra AZ, having drawn TK
perpendicular, I cut off AK equal to PK ayaycov KaOerov rav FK ra
PK t<rav d-rriXafiov Tav AK, / inscribed a solid figure...and circum-
scribed another iviypcuj/a o"x?7jna o-Tepebv...KCU dXXo irepieypatj/a.

The genitive of the passive participle is used absolutely,
evpedzvTos Brj it being supposed found, iyypatj>evTos S-rj (the figure)
being inscribed.

To make a figure similar to one (and equal to another) o/uowucrat,
to find experimentally opyavtKais Aa/Jeti/, to cut into unequal parts eis
avicra T�/j.veiv.
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Operations (addition, subtraction, etc.).

1. Addition, and sums, of magnitudes.
To add is �Kpoari&rjp.i, for the passive of which Trpoo-Ktipai is often

used; thus one segment being added evos lympn-os ironrtOivTO's, the
added {straight line) a iroTiKUfiiva, let the common HA, ZF be added
Kowai irpocriceitr^oxjav al HA, Z F ; the words are generally followed
by Trpos (with ace. of the thing added to), but sometimes by the
dative, that to which the addition was made <S TroTtriOrj.

For being added together we have o-vvriOecrOai; thus being added
to itself a-vvTiOsfjLevov avrb eavTtS, added together cs TO avrb
added to itself (continually) tTncrvvTi6ifj.cvov iavrw.

Sums are commonly expressed for two magnitudes by
repos used in the following different ways; the sum of BA, AA
o-ui/a/t^drepos 17 BAA, the sum, of AF, FB o-wafj.<f>oTepos 17 AF, FB, the
sum of the area and the circle TO <7vva/j.cpoTepov o re KVKXOI nai TO

\tapiov. Again for sums in general we have such expressions as the
line which is equal to both the radii 77 lo~q d/x<£oTepats TOIS IK TOV
Ktvrpov, the line equal to {the sum of) all the lines joining rj io~r]
�n-acrais TaTs iiri^evyvvovo-aLS. Also all the circles ot iravT�S KVKXOI
means the sum of all the circles; and cnry/cciTcu i< is used for is
equal to the sum of (two other magnitudes).

To denote plus fierd. (with gen.) and o-uv are used; together with
the bases y.era. T W ftdo-eatv, together with half the base of the segment
<TVV Trj rjfiLo-da Trjs TOV TprffiaTos /3do-£<os; T« and /ecu also express the
same thing, and the participle of Trpoa-Xa/jL^dvta gives another way of
describing having something added to it; thus the squares on (all)
the lines equal to the greatest together with the square on the greatest...
is TO. TeTpdytuva TO. diro Tav tcrav r a /xiyiaTO. �KoTika.fj.^d.vovTa TO TE diro

Tas jueyiaras Terpayu>vov....

2. Subtraction and differences.

To subtract from is d<paipelv dvo; if (the rhombus) be conceived as
taken away iav vorj6rj d^pr/fievos, let the segments be subtracted
d<f,aipedevTwv TO. T/Ai;/u.aTa. Terms common to each side in an
equation are Kotvd; the squares are common to both (sides) Koivd CVTI
iKaTepo>v TO. rerpdyiDva. Then let the common area be subtracted
is KOIVOV d<j>rjprio-6<a TO x<opi'ov, a n d so o n ; t he remainder is denoted

by the adjective Xonros, e.g. the conical surface remaining Xonrrj -q
KtOVLKTj £7Tl<£av«a.

The difference or excess is virtpoxij, or more fully the excess by
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which {one magnitude) exceeds (another) virtpox^, y wepex«... or
vTrepoxd, a fitCfcov «rri.... The excess is also expressed by means of
the verb virepe\eiv alone ; let the difference by which the said triangles
exceed the triangle AAT be ®, <5 8rj vTrepexu T a tlpr/p-eva rpiymva rov
AAF rpiyw/ov hrna TO ©, to exceed by less than the excess of the cone
if over the half of the spheroid vvepixfiv i\dxr<rovi rj u> (or aXiKu>)
virtpixu 6 if KISVOS rov tqfucreos rov a^aipoeiSeos (where a> wrepexei may
also be omitted). Again the excess may be <5 fieC^wv tori. The
opposite to virepixu is Xenrerat (with gen.).

Equal to twice a certain excess "era Sua-iv vTrepox<us, with which
equal to one excess, "era /uta vTrepoxp, is contrasted.

The following sentence practically states the equivalent of an
algebraical equation; the rectangle under ZH, EA exceeds the rect-
angle under ZE, EA by the (sum, of) the rectangle contained by HA,
EH and the rectangle under ZEi, HE, uTrepe^ei TO VTTO rav ZH, HA TO5
VTTO rav TiEi, EA ru> rt virb T5V HA, E H irepic^Ojuevai KaX T<3 VTTO rav ZE,

HE. Similarly twice PH together with n S is (equal to) the sum of
SP, P n , 8vo /xiv at PH ju.£Ta Tas n S o'vva/j.fjiOTepo'i lanv a SPn .

3. Multiplication.

To multiply is 7roXXa.irXao-ia'£a>; multiply one another (of numbers)
�n-oXXcra-Xa<ria£«v a'XXaXovs; to multiply by a number is expressed by
the dative; let A be multiplied by © Tren-oWanrXao-ido-Ow 6 A T<3 ©.

Multiplied into is sometimes firi (with a c e ) ; thus the rectangle
H®, ©A into ®A (i.e. a solid figure) is TO UVO riSv H©, ®A «7rt
T^V ©A.

4. Division.

To divide SiaLptlv; to i£ 6e divided into three equal parts at the
points K, ©, hvgp-qo-Bu) eis rpi'a To-a xara. TO. K, ® o-a/x,eia; to be divisible

by /jarptLcrOai VTTO.

Proportions.
A ratio is Xoyos, proportional is expressed by the phrase in

proportion avaXoyov, and a proportion is avoXoyia. We find in
Archimedes some uses of the verb Xiym whkh seem to throw light
on the definition found in Euclid of the relation or ratio between
two magnitudes. One passage (On Conoids and Spheroids, Prop. 1)
says if the terms similarly placed have, two and two, the same ratio
and the first magnitudes are taken in relation to some other mag-
nitudes in any ratios whatever tl xa Kara Svo TOV avrov Xdyov l^

H. A.
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TCI 6/J.OIWS rerayfiAva, XeyijTai 8k ra irpmra peyiOta. TTOTI Ttva aXXa
ix.eyi6ta...ev Xdyots biroiourovv, if A, B... be in relation to N, H... but
Z be not in relation to anything (i.e. has no term corresponding to
it) el KCL... TO. fiev A, B,. . . Xtywvrai TTOTI TO. N, H,... TO S« Z /ij;8e

iroff ev Aeyi/rcu.
A mean proportional between is fiio-r] dvdXoyov rtov..., is a mean

proportional between pecrov Xdyov i^ti njs...»cai rrj<s..., two mean pro-
portionals hvo fieo-cu dvdXoyov with or without Kara TO O-UV£X« in
continued proportion.

If three straight lines be proportional lav Tp£is tvOeiai dvdXoyov
<3cri, a fourth proportional rerdpra dvdXoyov, if four straight lines be
proportional in continued proportion el «a rio-crapts ypa/*^ai dvdXoyov
twvri iv Ta o-wexei dvaXoyia, at the point dividing (the line) in the
said proportion Kara rav dvdXoyov rofwv Ta dpr/fieva.

The ratio of one straight line to another is e.g. o TTJI PA irpos AX
Xoyos or d (Xoyos), 6V exei rj PA irpos rrjv AX ; the ratio of the bases 6
TCUV |8ao"t<ov Xdyos \ has the ratio of 5 to 2 Xoyov �^£i, ov irivrt irpos

For having the same ratio as we find the following constructions.
Have the same ratio to one another as the bases T » avroV kxovn Xoyov
TTOT' aXXciXous rats /3do~eo~iv, as the squares on the radii ov at «K T<3V
KtvTpcov Svvdpei � TA has to PZ the (linear) ratio which the square on
TA has to the square on H, ov ex" Xoyov ?? TA wpos T-̂ V H 3uva/x.£t,
TOSTOV ?xei TOV Xoyov r/ TA irpos PZ p.iyKtt. Is divided in the same
ratio tis TOV avrov Xoyov reT/ujTai, or simply o/xoiws j wiZZ divide the
diameter in the proportion of the successive odd numbers, unity
corresponding to the (part) adjacent to the vertex of the segment rav
8tap;£Tpov T£/*OVVTI £ts Tous T<3V E ^ S 7r£pto"(T<3v apiOfxwv Xoyous, EVOS

Xeyofitvov ITOTI Ta Kopv<f>a TOV T/xa/iaTOs.

To have a less (or greater) ratio than is extlv ^°yov eXdaarova (or
peitpva) with the genitive of the second ratio or a phrase introduced
by i j ; to have a less ratio than the greater magnitude has to the less,
£\£tv Xoyov iXdo~o~ova rj TO p.£tfov |U.£y£0os wpos TO IXao"O"ov.

For duplicate, triplicate etc. ratios we have the following
expressions: has the triplicate ratio of the same ratio TpwrXaowa
Xoyov £̂ £1 TOV avrov Xoyov, has the duplicate ratio of EA to AK
SnrXaowa Xoyov e\�l '5"'*P V �̂ �̂ L "7)°s A.K, are in the triplicate ratio
of the diameters in the bases iv rparXaariovi Xoya> £«ri T<3V £V Tats
/3ao"£(7t 8ta/i£Tp<ov, sesquialterate ratio iJ/̂ tdXtos Xdyos. With these
expressions must be contrasted the use of double, quadruple etc.
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ratio in the sense of a simple multiple by 2, 4 etc., e.g. if any
number of areas be placed in order, each being four times the next tt
KO. \o>pia T£$£(J>VTI c£>7S oiroo'aovv iv T<O TerpaTrXcurlovi \dya>.

The ordinary expression for a proportion is as A is to B so is T
to A, (Js rj A irpos T7jv B, OUTCOS 17 r Trpos T-rjv A. Ze£ AE 6e made so
that AE is to TE as «/*e swm of ©A, AE is to AE, Treironjo-Ou), ais
owa/u.<£drepos -q ©A, AE Trpds rJjv AE, OUTCDS rj AE irpos TE. The
antecedents are TCI -qyovfieva, the consequents TO �iro/i£va.

For reciprocally proportional the parts of avrnrCT-ovfla are used;
the 6ases are reciprocally proportional to the heights avrnreirovflao-iv
at /3a(7«s rais vij/ea-iv, to be reciprocally in the same proportion
d.vTnrtTrov6ijX,tv Kara TOV avrbv Xoyov.

A ratio compounded of is Xoyos (rvvr)jifi.evo<i (or o-uyxeificvos) IK T£
TOV...KCU TOV...; the ratio of PA to AX is egwa? to that compounded of
6 Trj<s PA xpos AX \dyos o-vvrjirrai IK Two other expressions for
compounded ratios are 6 TOV airo A® irpds TO dird B® Kal 6 (or
irpoo-Xafiwv TOV) rrj's A® irpos ©B, <Ae raiio o/" the square on A® to
the square on B® multiplied by the ratio of A© to ©B.

The technical terms for transforming such a proportion as
a : b = c : d are as follows :

1. iva\.\d£ alternately (usually called permutando or alternando)
means transforming the proportion into a : c = b : d.

2. avdiraXw reversely (usually invertendo), b : a = d : c.

3. o-vv0eo-i<s \6yov is composition of a ratio by which the ratio
a : b becomes a + b : b. The corresponding Greek term to com-
ponendo is awdhiri, which means no doubt literally " to one who
has compounded," i.e. "if we compound," the ratios. Thus owQ&vn
denotes the inference that a + b : b = c + d : d. Kara o~vv$eo-iv is also
used in the same sense by Archimedes.

4. Siaijo«rts \6yov signifies the division of a ratio in the sense of
separation o r subtraction b y w h i c h a : b b e c o m e s a � b:b. S i m i l a r l y

SieXdim (or <cafa Siaipeo-iv) denotes the inference that a � b : b =
c � d:d. The translation dividendo is therefore somewhat mis-
leading.

5. dvao~Tpo(j>ri \dyou conversion of a ratio and dvao'Tpi^j/avrt
correspond respectively to the ratio a : a � b and to the inference
that a : « � b = c : c � d.
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6. 81* Icrov ex aequali (sc. distantia) is applied e.g. to the
inference from the proportions

a : b : c : d e t c . = A:B:G:D e t c .

that a : d = A : D.

When this dividing-out of ratios takes place between proportions
with corresponding terms placed crosswise, it is described as Si' "<rov
iv TT} TeTapay/Aevij dvaXoyia, ex aequali in disturbed proportion or
avoftotws T(OV Xoycov TCTay/j.iv<ov the ratios being dissimilarly placed;
this is the case e.g. when we have two proportions

a :b = B : C,

b :c = A :B,

and we infer that a : c = A : C.

Arithmetical te rms.

Whole multiples of any magnitude are generally described as the
double of, the triple of etc., 6 SiTrXacrios, 6 rpiirXacnos K.TA,, following
the gender of the particular magnitude; thus the (surface which is)
four times the greatest circle in the sphere rj TtTpcurAao-ia TOC /xeyt'o-rov
KVKXOV TWV b/ ry <T<£<upa; Jive times the sum of AB, BE together with
ten times the sum of TB, BA, a iroTairAcKn'a awa//.<£oTepou ras AB, BE
(/.era. TIXS SeKairAowrias (rvvafi^oripov ras PB, BA. The same multiple
as Too-auTa7r\a(ri<oj'...6(raTr\ao"icov EOTI, or arenas iro\\airXoo"t<oj'...Kai.

The general word for a multiple of is n-oWairXacrtos or TroXAairXaa-iW,
which may be qualified by any expression denoting the number of
times multiplied; thus multiplied by the same number TroXXairXcttrtos
�no CH/TCO apiOfiuo, multiples according to the successive numbers
iroXXairXao"ia Kara TOIIS e^s apt̂ /xous.

Another method is to use the adverbial forms twice 8«, thrice
rpk, etc., which are either followed by the nominative, e.g. twice EA
Sis r/ EA, or constructed with -a participle, e.g. twice taken Sis Xa.fi,-
Pavofievos or Sis eiprj/x.evos; together with twice the whole circumference
of the circle i^eff oXos r a s TOV KVKXOV ireptijicpti'as Sis Xayu./3avo/u.�vas.

Similarly the same number of times (the said circumference) as is
expressed by the number one less than (tliat of) the revolutions
TocravTaKis Xafufia.vofiLei'as, otros COTIV 6 ivl iXd<r(T<ov dpî /Aos Tav
Trepi<f>opav. An interesting phrase is the following, as many times as
the line TA is contained (literally added togetfter) in AA, so many times
let the time ZH be contained in the time AH, ocraxis cri/yKeirai d TA
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ypa.fi.fia. iv TO. AA, TotrauTO/as o~vyKeio~6u> 6 ^povos 6 ZH ev T<3 \povio rS>

AH.

Submultiples are denoted by the ordinal number followed by
fiepo<s; one-seventh is <i/3So/*ov /tepos and so on, one-half being however
i7ju.icri>s. When the denominator is a large number, a circumlocutory
phrase is used; thus less than ^\-^th part of a right angle iXdrrmv i)
8uupt8'euros Tas 6p65s EIS pijft TOVTIDV ev jitepos.

When the numerator of a fraction is not unity, it is expressed
by the ordinal number, and the denominator by a compound
substantive denoting such and such a submultiple; e.g. two-thirds
Bvo Tpirafiopia, three-fifths rpia, Trefiirrafiopia.

There are two improper fractions which have special names,
thus one-and-a-half of is 17/AidAios, one-and-a-third of emTpiros.
Where a number is partly integral and partly fractional, the integer
is first stated and the fraction follows introduced by KO.1 IYI or KOA.
and besides. The phrases used to express the fact that the cir-
cumference of a circle is less than 'i\ but greater than 3 ^ times its
diameter deserve special notice; (1) 7ravTos KVKXOV r) TrepifieTpos rijs
Siaf/.�Tpov TpnrXafriiav ecrri, KO.1 ITI UTrepe^ci cAacrawi JU.£V 7/ £^8o/ia) juepei

rrjs Sia/AeVpou, iLfitpvi 8e rj Sexa IjSSo/̂ ijKotrTO/x.di'ois, and (2) rptirXao-tW

eo-Ti KOX Zkaacrovi fiiv rj £/88o//.a> /ncpei, peitflvi hi rj i oa" yu.£î a>v. W e

also have the phrase for the first part fXao-cruv rj TparXaxriuyv KOX

To measure /jitTpeiv, common measure KOWOV fierpov, commensurable,
incommensurable

Mechanical terms.
Mechanics TO. //.r/xavuca, weight ySapos; centre of gravity Kevrpov

TOV /8ap£os with another genitive of the body or magnitude; in the
plural we have either TO. nan-pa, airwv TOV /3ap£os or TO. Kern-pa, TIOV
fSapitov. Kevrpov is also used alone.

A lever £iryo's or £vyiov, the horizon 6 bpitjav; in a vertical line is
represented by perpendicularly Kara Ka.6f.rov, thus the point of
suspension and the centre of gravity of tJie body suspended are in a
vertical line Kara KaOerov £crri TO TE CCI/XEIOV TOV Kpe/xaaTOv Kal TO

KtVTpov TOV fidpeos TOV Kpe/Mtfievov. Of suspension from or at IK or

Kara (with ace.) is used. Let the triangle be suspended from the
points B, r , Kpe/J.do~$a> TO Tp[y<ovov EK 7W B, T a-ajxeuav J if the
suspension of the triangle BAr at B, P be set free, and it be suspended
at E, the triangle remains in its position el «a TOU BAF Tpiywvov a
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fiiv Kara TO B, Y Kpe'/xacris hvOrj, K(XT<X 8« TO E KpefiaaOrj, JUCVEI TO

TpCymvov, OJS v w e;(ei.

To incline towards pcVeiv eiri (ace.); to be in equilibrium
lo-oppoTreiv, they will be in equilibrium with A held fast Karc)(op.ivcn)
TOV A uToppoTnjo-fi, they will be in equilibrium at A (i.e. will balance
about A) Kara, TO A ixroppoTrrjo-ovvTi; AB is too great to balance Y
fx.iiZ,6v « m TO AB rj UHTTC. icroppoTreiv T<3 Y. The adjective for in
equilibrium is to-opponjs; let it be in equilibrium with the triangle
PAH, uroppeirks IO-TOJ T<3 PAH Tpiydvto. To balance at certain
distances (from the point of support or the centre of gravity of a
system) is djrd TIVOJV /xaKemv la-opparruv.

Theorems, problems, etc.
A theorem 6uopi}p.a (from deupeiv to investigate); a problem

Trp6/3\riij.a, with which the following expressions may be compared,
the (questions) propounded concerning the figures TO. wpoySc/JAiy/AeVa
Trepl T(3V 0"x?7jU,aT<Dv, these things are propounded for investigation
irpo/SaAArrai TaSe Oewpyo-ai; also irpoKei/xai takes the place of the
passive, which it was proposed (or required) to find oirtp TrpoexeiTo
evpeiv.

Another similar word is eirtray/xa, direction or requirement ;
thus the theorems and directions necessary for the proofs of them TO.
6twprifia.Ta xat TO. imTa.yp.aTa TO. xpeiav l^ovTa eU Tas a.7ro8�i£ias auTcov,

in order that the requirement may be fulfilled OTHOS yevrjTai TO im-
ra\0ev (or iirvrayp-a). To satisfy the requirement is iroieli' TO errfrrayiw.
(either e.g. of lines in a figure, or of the person solving the
problem).

After the setting out (l/ctfeo-is) in any proposition there follows
the short statement of what it is required to prove or to do. In
the former case (that of a theorem) Archimedes uses one of three
expressions 8CIKT«OV it is required to prove, \lyw or fyapX Srj I assert
or say; and in the second case (that of a problem) Set S77' it is
required (to do so and so).

In a problem the analysis dvaAwis and synthesis o"uv$eo-i<s are
distinguished, the latter being generally introduced with the words
the synthesis of the problem will be as follows o-vvTedrjo-eTcu TO
Trp6p\T]pxL OIJTCOS. The parts of the verb draAtjeii/ are similarly
used ; thus the analysis and synthesis of each of these (problems) will
be given at the end eKctTepa 8e TaSra iirl T E \ « dvakvOrjaeraC TC KO.1
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A notable term in connexion with problems is the
(determination), which means the determination of the limits within
which a solution is possible*. If a solution is always possible, the
problem does not involve a Siopicr/ids, OVK e^ei 8ioptay«>y; otherwise
it does involve it, ex« 8iopicr/u,6V.

Data and hypotheses.

For given some part of the verb 8i8<o/u is used, generally the
participle Sodek, but sometimes SeSo/ueVos and once or twice 8180/u.evos.
Let a circle be given SeSoo-0u> KUKXOS, given two unequal magnitudes
8IJO fir/tOw d.vi<T<ov SoOivrmv, each of the two lines PA, EZ is given
ia-rlv 8o6elo-a eKaripa T<SV TA, EZ, the same ratio as the given one
Xo-yos 6 a/i-ros T<3 8o0e'vTi. Similar expressions are the assigned ratio
6 ra^e is Xoyos, the given area TO irpoTtOiv (or TrpoKti/Atvov) ^topiov.

Given in position Oicret simply (sc. 8tSo/j.ivr]).
Of hypotheses the parts of the verb vrroTiOefiai and (for the

passive) lnroxcijuat are used; with the same suppositions T W mn&v
vTroKii)).ivii>v, let the said suppositions be'made viroKeicrOo) TO. (Iprj/xiva,
we make these suppositions VTroTi6efi,t$a ra8e.

Where in a reductio ad absurdum the original hypothesis is
referred to, and generally where an earlier step is quoted, the past
tense of the verb is used; but it was not (so) OVK ty 8e, for it was less
rjv yap £\d<Tcro>v, they were proved equal a,Tre&eixQ7la'av foot, for this has
been proved to be possible SeSeiKrai yap TOVTO Swarbv iov. Where a
hypothesis is thus quoted, the past tense of wroKci/tai has various
constructions after it, (1) an adjective or participle, AZ, BH were
supposed equal itrat vircKeivro al AZ, BH, it is by hypothesis a tangent
virexetTo �Tnij/avovo-a, (2) an infinitive, for by hypothesis it does not
cut WEKCITO yap firj Te;u,veiv, the axis is by hypothesis not at right
angles to the parallel planes virtKuro 6 a£<ov //.17 e?/xcv 6p06s iron TO.
�jrapaWaAa orijrtSa, (3) the plane is supposed to have been drawn
through the centre TO £7rare8ov vird/cemu Sia rov KtvTpov a^Oat.

Supposing it found evptOevros absolutely. Suppose it done
yeyovero).

The usual idiomatic use of el Se pvq after a negative statement
may be mentioned; it will not meet the surface in another point,
otherwise... oi yap mj/irai Kar aXXo era/uaov Tas eTrwjiaveias- tl Si

/ " ? � � � �

* Cf. Apollonius of Perga, p. lxx, note.
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Inferences, and adaptation to different cases.
The usual equivalent for therefore is apa; ovv and roivvv are

generally used in a somewhat weaker sense to mark the starting-
point of an argument, thus brei ovv may be translated as since, then.
Since is «m, because 8I6TI.

iroXXxo fiaWov much more then is apparently not used in Archi-
medes, who has iroXX<3 alone; thus much less then is the ratio of the
circumscribed figure to the inscribed than that of K to H TTOXXW
apa TO irepiypacpev irpos TO iyypa<f>iv i\do-crova Xoyov e\ei TOV, OV ey^ei 7}
K rrpos H.

Sid with the accusative is a common way of expressing the
reason why; because the cone is isosceles 81a. TO lo-oo-Kekfj tivai TOV
KWVOV, for the same reason Sia. Tavrd.

Sid with the genitive expresses the means by which a proposition
is proved; by means of the construction Sia. T^S KaTao-Kevijs, by the
same means Sia. T<3V avruJv, by the same method Sia. TOS airov TpoVou.

Whenever this is the case, the surface is greater arav TOVTO jj,
/u.«i£a)v yivCTai ii\ eirw^dveta..., if this is the case, the angle BA® is
equal..., el Si TOWO, tcra eaTiv a W BA© ywvla..., which is the same
thing as showing that... o ravrov IO-TI T(3 Sel^ai, ori

Similarly for the sector 6juoicos Si KO.1 eTrl TOV TO/AECOS, the proof
is the same as (that used to show) that a awTa diroSei^n aircp Kai OTI,
the proof that...is the same a avm (XTTOSCÎ I'S IVTI «a£ SIOTI..., the same

argument holds for all rectilineal figures inscribed in the segments in
the recognised manner (see p. 204) «rl irdvrow fv6vypd/j./i.(ov T<SV
iyypa.<^>ojj.ivfov es Ta Tfnafw/ra yvwpifuos 6 avros Xdyos ; it will be possible,
having proved it for a circle, to transfer the same argument in
the case of the sector EO-T<U «rl KVKXOV Setfarra fi.tTaya.yelv TOV opoiov
Xoyoi' xal eiri TOC TOJU,£<I)S ; the rest will be the same, but it will be the
lesser of the diameters which will be intercepted within the spheroid
{instead of the greater) ra.fi.ev aXXa TO. avra. ecro-emu, TOV Se Siajuerpoav
d eXdo-croJv e<ro~eiTai a �vcwroXa<£0eio-a ev rS> o-<j>aipoeiStl; it will make
no difference whether...or...Sioicrei SI ovZev, eiTc.cire....

Conclusions.
The proposition is therefore obvious, or is proved SiJXov oSv «O-TI

(or SeStiKTai) TO irporeOiv; similarly <pavepbv ovv eoriv, o ISei Sei£ai,
and eSei Si TOVTO SeC^au Which is absurd, or impossible oirep 3.TOTTOV,
or dSuvaTOv.

A curious use of two negatives is contained in the following:
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OVK apa OVK eori KevTpov TOV jSapeos TOV AEZ rpvyumov TO N crajneiov.

IO-TIV apa, therefore it is not possible that the point N should not be the

centre of gravity of the triangle AEZ. It must therefore be so.
Thus a rhombus will have been formed lorai Srj yeyovak pdju./3os;

two unequal straight lines have been found satisfying the requirement
evprjfiLevai. eicnv apa Svo tvOelai avuroi Troiovcrai TO i-TLTay/xa.

Direction, concavity, convexity.
In the same direction iirl TO. avrd, in the other direction iirl

TO, erepa, concave in the same direction i-rl TO, avra KOLXTJ ; in the same

direction as evrl TO avrd with the dative or i<j> a, thus in the same
direction as the vertex of the cone im TO avra. TO, TOV KWVOV Kopvtpa,

drawn in the same direction as (that of) the convex side of it «rt TO.
avTa dyo/xevai, i<f> a evTi TOL KvpTa avrov. For on the same side of iirl
TO. avTii is followed by the genitive, they fall on the same side of the
line eiri TO. avra irCirTOvcn rfjs ypa/u./t^s.

On each side of e<p' eicaTepa (with gen.); on each side of the plane
of the base «<£' 1/cdVepa TOV orwreSov T^S /Satretos.

Miscellaneous.
Property o-û nrTfc)̂ .a. Proceeding thus continually, del TOVTO

Troiowres, dei TOVTOD yevo/jievov, or TOVTOU «£>?S yivop.ivov. In the

elements lv rrj <TTOL^ect6<rei.

One special difference between our terminology and the Greek is
that whereas we speak of any circle, any straight line and the like,
the Greeks say every circle, every straight line, etc. Thus any
pyramid is one third part of the prism with the same base as the
pyramid and equal height iracra �mjpa^.is Tpfcov /xepos ecrTi TOV irpl.o~iw.Tos

TOV Ta.v avrav f}do~iv fyovTOs TO irupa/u'Si /cat vij/os icrov. I define the

diameter of any segment as 8ia/A�Tpov KaX«o 7ravTos T/uajuaTos. To

exceed any assigned (magnitude) of those which are comparable with
one another \nrepi)^eLV TravTos TOV Trportdivros TCOV irpos aXXî Xa

Xtyofiiviav.

Another noteworthy difference is illustrated in the last sentence.
The Greeks did not speak as we do of a given area, a given ratio
etc., but of the given area, the given ratio, and the like. Thus It is
possible...to leave certain segments less than a given area Svvarov
ZO-TI.V.. .\ei-reiv Ttva Tft-ijpMTa, direp coral «A.ao-o-ova TOV TrpoKetjacvov

�(tapiov; to divide a given sphere by a plane so that the segments have
to one another an assigned ratio TCLV 8o$�lo~av cr^aipav i-ri-reSta

ware TO. T/xa/aara avras TOT aXXaXa TOV Ta^OivTa. Xoyov *xelv'

H. A.
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Magnitudes in arithmetical progression are said to exceed each
other by an equal (amount) ; if there be any number of magnitudes in
arithmetical progression ei «a IWTI peyidea OTroo-aovv T<3 icno dAA<xA.<ov
vTrepi^ovra. The common difference is the excess vTrepo-^d, and the
terms collectively are spoken of as the magnitudes exceeding by the
equal (difference) TO T<3 UJ-<J> virepexovTa. The least term is TO iXdxiorov,
the greatest term TO jueyierrov. The sum of the terms is expressed by

TrdvTO. TO. TU l(7U) VTTtpi-)(OVTa"

Terms of a geometrical progression are simply in (continued)
proportion dvdXoyov, the series is then rj dvaXoyia, the proportion,
and a term of the series is TIS TWV ev TO. avTa dvaXoyia. Numbers in
geometrical progression beginning from unity are apifyioi dvdXoyov
airo t̂ovaSos. Let the term A of the progression be taken which
is distant the same number of terms from © as A is distant from
unity XeXd<p$oi e« Tas dvaXoyias 6 A direxwv dnb TOV ® TOCTOVTOVS, CKTOUS

« A dirb /iOvaSos di
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ON THE SPHEEE AND CYLINDEK.

BOOK I.

" ARCHIMEDES to Dositheus greeting.

On a former occasion I sent you the investigations which
I had up to that time completed, including the proofs, showing
that any segment bounded by a straight line and a section of a
right-angled cone [a parabola] is four-thirds of the triangle
which has the same base with the segment and equal height.
Since then certain theorems not hitherto demonstrated (dve-
XeyKTcoi') have occurred to me, and I have worked out the proofs
of them. They are these: first, that the surface of any sphere
is four times its greatest circle (TOV peyio-Tov KVKXOV); next,
that the surface of any segment of a sphere is equal to a circle
whose radius (^ etc TOV icivTpov) is equal to the straight line
drawn from the vertex (icopv<f>rj) of the segment to the circum-
ference of the circle which is the base of the segment; and,
further, that any cylinder having its base equal to the greatest
circle of those in the sphere, and height equal to the diameter
of the sphere, is itself [i.e. in content] half as large again as the
sphere, and its surface also [including its bases] is half as large
again as the surface of the sphere. Now these properties were
all along naturally inherent in the figures referred to (avrrj TT)
4>vcret. Trpovirfjp^ev irepl TO, elprj^eva a-'xtj/iara), but remained
unknown to those who were before my time engaged in the
study of geometry. Having, however, now discovered that the
properties are true of these figures, I cannot feel any hesitation

H. A. 1
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in setting them side by side both with my former investiga-
tions and with those of the theorems of Eudoxus on solids
which are held to be most irrefragably established, namely,
that any pyramid is one third part of the prism which has the
same base with the pyramid and equal height, and that any
cone is one third part of the cylinder which has the same
base with the cone and equal height. For, though these
properties also were naturally inherent in the figures all along,
yet they were in fact unknown to all the many able geometers
who lived before Eudoxus, and had not been observed by any
one. Now, however, it will be open to those who possess the
requisite ability to examine these discoveries of mine. They
ought to have been published while Conon was still alive,
for I should conceive that he would best have been able to
grasp them and to pronounce upon them the appropriate
verdict; but, as I judge it well to communicate them to those
who are conversant with mathematics, I send them to you with
the proofs written out, which it will be open to mathematicians
to examine. Farewell.

I first set out the axioms* and the assumptions which I
have used for the proofs of my propositions.

DEFINITIONS.

1. There are in a plane certain terminated bent lines
(/cafMrvXcu ypapfiat ireirepaaixevai^i, which either lie wholly on
the same side of the straight lines joining their extremities, or
have no part of them on the other side.

2. I apply the term concave in the same direction
to a line such that, if any two points on it are taken, either
all the straight lines connecting the points fall on the same
side of the line, or some fall on one and the same side while
others fall on the line itself, but none on the other side.

* Though the word used is A^iu/jtara, the " axioms" are more of the nature
of definitions ; and in fact Eutocius in his notes speaks of them as such (Spot).

f Under the term bent line Archimedes includes not only curved lines of
continuous curvature, but lines made up of any number of lines which may be
either straight or curved.
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3. Similarly also there are certain terminated surfaces, not
themselves being in a plane but having their extremities in a
plane, and such that they will either be wholly on the same
side of the plane containing their extremities, or have no part
of them on the other side.

4. I apply the term concave in the same direction
to surfaces such that, if any two points on them are taken, the
straight lines connecting the points either all fall on the same
side of the surface, or some fall on one and the same side of
it while some fall upon it, but none on the other side.

5. I use the term solid sector, when a cone cuts a sphere,
and has its apex at the centre of the sphere, to denote the
figure comprehended by the surface of the cone and the surface
of the sphere included within the cone.

6. I apply the term solid rhombus, when two cones with
the same base have their apices on opposite sides of the plane
of the base in such a position that their axes lie in a straight
line, to denote the solid figure made up of both the cones.

ASSUMPTIONS.

1. Of all lines which have the same extremities the straight
line is the least*.

* This well-known Archimedean assumption is scarcely, as it stands, a
definition of a straight line, though Proclus says [p. 110 ed. Friedlein] " Archi-
medes defined (uplaaro) the straight line as the least of those [lines] which have
the same extremities. For because, as Euclid's definition says, ^| hov /ceirai T<KS
£$ eauTJjs (nj/jidots, it is in consequence the least of those which have the same
extremities." Proclus had just before [p. 109] explained Euclid's definition,
which, as will be seen, is different from the ordinary version given in our text-
books; a straight line is not " that which lies evenly between its extreme points,"
but "that which <?| ta-ov TOU i<fi eaur?}s <n)fieiois (ceirai." The words of Proolus
are, " He [Euclid] shows by means of this that the straight line alone [of all
lines] occupies a distance (/caTtye"1 Si&a-Trjpa) equal to that between the points
on it. For, as far as one of its points is removed from another, so great is the
length (ixtyeffos) of the straight line of which the points are the extremities;
and this is the meaning of rb £% taov Keiadcu rots £<p' iavrijs orj/ietois. But, if you
take two points on a circumference or any other line, the distance cut off
between them along the line is greater than the interval separating them; and
this is the case with every line except the straight line." It appears then from
this that Euclid's definition should be understood in a sense very like that of

1�2
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2. Of other lines in a plane and having the same extremi-
ties, [any two] such are unequal whenever both are concave in
the same direction and one of them is either wholly included
between the other and the straight line which has the same
extremities with it, or is partly included by, and is partly
common with, the other; and that [line] which is included is
the lesser [of the two].

3. Similarly, of surfaces which have the same extremities,
if those extremities are in a plane, the plane is the least [in
area].

4. Of other surfaces with the same extremities, the ex-
tremities being in a plane, [any two] such are unequal when-
ever both are concave in the same direction and one surface
is either wholly included between the other and the plane which
has the same extremities with it, or is partly included by, and
partly common with, the other; and that [surface] which is
included is the lesser [of the two in area].

5. Further, of unequal lines, unequal surfaces, and unequal
solids, the greater exceeds the less by such a magnitude as,
when added to itself, can be made to exceed any assigned
magnitude among those which are comparable with [it and
with] one another*.

These things being premised, if a polygon be inscribed in a
circle, it is plain that the perimeter of the inscribed polygon is
less than the circumference of the circle; for each of the sides
of the polygon is less than that part of the circumference of the
circle which is cut off by it."

Archimedes' assumption, and we might perhaps translate as follows, "A straight
line is that which extends equally (<�£ laov KCITOU) with the points on it," or, to
follow Proclus' interpretation more closely, "A straight line is that which
represents equal extension with [the distances separating] the points on it."

* With regard to this assumption compare the Introduction, chapter in. § 2.
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Proposition 1.

/ / a polygon be circumscribed about a circle, the perimeter
of the circumscribed polygon is greater
than the perimeter of the circle.

Let any two adjacent sides, meet-
ing in A, touch the circle at P, Q
respectively.

Then [Assumptions, 2]

PA+AQ>(arcPQ).

A similar inequality holds for each
angle of the polygon; and, by ad-
dition, the required result follows.

Proposition 2 .

Given two unequal magnitudes, it is possible to find two un-
equal straight lines such that the greater straight line has to the
less a ratio less than the greater magnitude has to the less.

Let AB,D represent the two unequal magnitudes, AB being
the greater.

Suppose BG measured along BA equal to D, and let GH be
any straight line.

Then, if CA be added to itself a sufficient
number of times, the sum will exceed B. Let
AF be this sum, and take E on GH produced
such that GH is the same multiple of HE that
AF is of AC.

Thus EH : HG = AC : AF.
But, since AF>D (or GB),

AC :AF<AG : GB.
Therefore, componendo,

EG:GH<AB:D.
Hence EG, GH are two lines satisfying the given condition.

H �
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Proposition 3.

Given two unequal magnitudes and a circle, it is possible to
inscribe a polygon in the circle and to describe another about it
so that the side of the circumscribed polygon may have to the side
of the inscribed polygon a ratio less than that of the greater
magnitude to the less.

Let A, B represent the given magnitudes, A being the
greater.

Find [Prop. 2] two straight lines F, KL, of which F is the
greater, such that

F:KL<A :B (1).

F B

Draw LM perpendicular to LK and of such length that
KM=F.

In the given circle let GE, DO be two diameters at right
angles. Then, bisecting the angle DOC, bisecting the half
again, and so on, we shall arrive ultimately at an angle (as
NOG) less than twice the angle LKM.

Join NG, which (by the construction) will be the side of a
regular polygon inscribed in the circle. Let OP be the radius
of the circle bisecting the angle NOG (and therefore bisecting
NG at right angles, in H, say), and let the tangent at P meet
OG, ON produced in 8, T respectively.

Now, since Z CON < 2 Z LKM,

Z HOG<z LKM,
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and the angles at H, L are right;
therefore MK:LK>OC: OH

> OP : OH.
Hence 8T:CN<MK: LK

<F:LK;

therefore, a fortiori, by (1),

ST:GN<A : B.

Thus two polygons are found satisfying the given condition.

Proposition 4 .

Again, given two unequal magnitudes and a sector, it is
possible to describe a polygon about the sector and to inscribe
another in it so that the side of the circumscribed polygon may
have to the side of the inscribed polygon a ratio less than the
greater magnitude has to the less.

[The " inscribed polygon" found in this proposition is one
which has for two sides the two radii bounding the sector, while
the remaining sides (the number of which is, by construction,
some power of 2) subtend equal parts of the arc of the sector;
the "circumscribed polygon" is formed by the tangents parallel
to the sides of the inscribed polygon and by the two bounding
radii produced.]

F B

In this case we make the same construction as in the last
proposition except that we bisect the angle COD of the sector,
instead of the right angle between two diameters, then bisect
the half again, and so on. The proof is exactly similar to the
preceding one.



AECHIMEDES

Proposition 5.

Given a circle and two unequal magnitudes, to describe a
polygon about the circle and inscribe another in it, so that the
circumscribed polygon may have to the inscribed a ratio less than
the greater magnitude has to the less.

Let A be the given circle and B, C the given magnitudes, B
being the greater.

o-
E-

F-

Take two unequal straight lines D, E, of which D is the
greater, such that D : E <B : G [Prop. 2], and let F be a mean
proportional between D, E, so that D is also greater than F.

Describe (in the manner of Prop. 3) one polygon about the
circle, and inscribe another in it, so that the side of the former
has to the side of the latter a ratio less than the ratio D : F.

Thus the duplicate ratio of the side of the former polygon
to the side of the latter is less than the ratio D* : F*.

But the said duplicate ratio of the sides is equal to the
ratio of the areas of the polygons, since they are similar;

therefore the area of the circumscribed polygon has to the
area of the inscribed polygon a ratio less than the ratio D' : F*,
or D : E, and a fortiori less than the ratio B : G.
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Proposition 6.

" Similarly we can show that, given two unequal magnitudes
and a sector, it is possible to circumscribe a polygon about the
sector and inscribe in it another similar one so that the circum-
scribed may have to the inscribed a ratio less than the greater
magnitude has to the less.

And it is likewise clear that, if a circle or a sector, as well
as a certain area, be given, it is possible, by inscribing regular
polygons in the circle or sector, and by continually inscribing
such in the remaining segments, to leave segments of the circle or
sector which are [together] less than the given area. For this is
proved in the Elements [Eucl. xn. 2].

But it is yet to be proved that, given a circle or sector and
an area, it is possible to describe a polygon about the circle or
sector, such that the area remaining between the circumference
and the circumscribed figure is less than the given area."

The proof for the circle (which, as Archimedes says, can be
equally applied to a sector) is as follows.

Let A be the given circle and B the given area.

Now,there being two unequal magnitudes A+B and A,let
a polygon (0) be circumscribed about the circle and a polygon
(/) inscribed in it [as in Prop. 5], so that

C: I<A + B:A (1).

The circumscribed polygon (C) shall be that required.
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For the circle (A) is greater than the inscribed polygon (/).

Therefore, from (1), a fortiori,

C:A<A+B:A,

whence C < A + B,

or G-A<B.

Proposition 7.

If in an isosceles cone [i.e. a right circular cone] a pyramid
be inscribed having an equilateral base, the surface of the
pyramid excluding the base is equal to a triangle having its
base equal to the perimeter of the base of the pyramid and its
height equal to the perpendicular drawn from the apex on one
side of the base.

Since the sides of the base of the pyramid are equal, it
follows that the perpendiculars from the apex to all the sides
of the base are equal; and the proof of the proposition is
obvious.

Proposition 8 .

If a pyramid be circumscribed about an isosceles cone, the
surface of the pyramid excluding its base is equal to a triangle
having its base equal to the perimeter of the base of the pyramid
and its height equal to the side [i.e. a generator] of the cone.

The base of the pyramid is a polygon circumscribed about
the circular base of the cone, and the line joining the apex of
the cone or pyramid to the point of contact of any side of the
polygon is perpendicular to that side. Also all these perpen-
diculars, being generators of the cone, are equal; whence the
proposition follows immediately.
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Proposition 9.

If in the circular base of an isosceles cone a chord be placed,
and from its extremities straight lines be drawn to the apex of
the cone, the triangle so formed will be less than the portion of
the surface of the cone intercepted behueen the lines drawn to the
apex.

Let ABC be the circular base of the cone, and 0 its apex.

Draw a chord AB in the circle, and join OA, OB. Bisect
the arc ACB in C, and join AC, BC, OG.

Then AOiC+A OBG> A OAB.

Let the excess of the sum of the first two triangles over the
third be equal to the area D.

Then D is either less than the sum of the segments AEG,
GFB, or not less.

I. Let D be not less than the sum of the segments referred
to.

We have now two surfaces

(1) that consisting of the portion OAEG of the surface
of the cone together with the segment A EC, and

(2) the triangle OAG;

and, since the two surfaces have the same extremities (the
perimeter of the triangle OAG), the former surface is greater
than the latter, which is included by it [Assumptions, 3 or 4].
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Hence (surface OAEG) + (segment AEG) >AOAG.

Similarly (surface OGFB) + (segment CFB) > A OBG.

Therefore, since D is not less than the sum of the segments,
we have, by addition,

(surface OAECFB) + B>AOAC+AOBG

> A OAB + D, by hypothesis.

Taking away the common part D, we have the required
result.

II. Let D be less than the sum of the segments AEG,
GFB.

If now we bisect the arcs AC, CB, then bisect the halves,
and so on, we shall ultimately leave segments which are
together less than D. [Prop. 6]

Let AGE, EHG, GKF, FLB be those segments, and join
OE, OF.

Then, as before,

(surface OAGE) + (segment AGE) > A OAE

and (surface OEHG) + (segment EHG) > A OEG.

Therefore (surface OAGHC) + (segments AGE, EHG)

>AOAE + AOEG

> A 0 A G, a fortiori.

Similarly for the part of the surface of the cone bounded by
OC, OB and the arc GFB.

Hence, by addition,

(surface OAGEHGKFLB)+(segments AGE, EHG, GKF,FLB)

>AOAC + AOBG

> A OAB + D, by hypothesis.

But the sum of the segments is less than D, and the re-
quired result follows.
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Proposition 1O.

If in the plane of the circular base of an isosceles cone two
tangents be drawn to the circle meeting in a point, and the points
of contact and the point of concourse of the tangents be respectively
joined to the apex of the cone, the sum of the two triangles
formed by the joining lines and the two tangents are together
greater than the included portion of the surface of the cone.

Let ABC be the circular base of the cone, 0 its apex, AD,
BD the two tangents to the circle meeting in D. Join OA,
OB, OD.

Let EOF be drawn touching the circle at C, the middle
point of the arc ACB, and therefore parallel to AB. Join
OE, OF.

Then ED + DF>EF,

and, adding AE + FB to each side,

AD + DB > AE + EF + FB.

Now OA, OG, OB, being generators of the cone, are equal,
and they are respectively perpendicular to the tangents at A,
G,B.
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It follows that

A OAD + A ODB > A OAE+ A OEF+ A OFB.

Let the area G be equal to the excess of the first sum over
the second.

G is then either less, or not less, than the sum of the spaces
EAHG, FGKB remaining between the circle and the tangents,
which sum we will call L.

I. Let G be not less than L.

We have now two surfaces

(1) that of the pyramid with apex 0 and base AEFB,
excluding the face OAB,

(2) that consisting of the part OACB of the surface of the
cone together with the segment AGB.

These two surfaces have the same extremities, viz. the
perimeter of the triangle OAB, and, since the former includes
the latter, the former is the greater [Assumptions, 4].

That is, the surface of the pyramid exclusive of the face
OAB is greater than the sum of the surface OACB and the
segment AGB.

Taking away the segment from each sum, we have

A OAE+A OEF+ A OFB + L > the surface OAHGKB.

And G is not less than L.

It follows that

A OAE + A OEF+ A OFB + G,

which is by hypothesis equal to A OAD + A OBB, is greater
than the same surface.

II. Let G be less than L.

If we bisect the arcs AC, GB and draw tangents at their
middle points, then bisect the halves and draw tangents, and
so on, we shall lastly arrive at a polygon such that the sum
of the parts remaining between the sides of the polygon and
the circumference of the segment is less than G.
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Let the remainders be those between the segment and the
polygon APQRSB, and let their sum be M. Join OP, OQ,
etc.

Then, as before,
A OAE + A OEF+ A OFB > AOAP + AOPQ + ... + A OSS.

Also, as before,
(surface of pyramid 0APQRSB excluding the face OAB)

> the part OACB of the surface of the
cone together with the segment AGB.

Taking away the segment from each sum,
A OAP + A OPQ+ ... +M> the part OACB of the

surface of the cone.
Hence, a fortiori,

A OAE + A OEF+ A OFB + G,
which is by hypothesis equal to

A OAD + A ODB,
is greater than the part OACB of the surface of the cone.

Proposition 1 1 .

If a plane parallel to the axis of a right cylinder cut the
cylinder, the part of the surface of the cylinder cut off by the
plane is greater than the area of the parallelogram in which the
plane cuts it.

Proposition 12.

If at the extremities of two generators of any right cylinder
tangents be drawn to the circular bases in the planes of those
bases respectively, and if the pairs of tangents meet, the
parallelograms formed by each generator and the two corre-
sponding tangents respectively are together greater than the
included portion of the surface of the cylinder between the two
generators.

[The proofs of these two propositions follow exactly the
methods of Props. 9, 10 respectively, and it is therefore un-
necessary to reproduce them.]
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" From the properties thus proved it is clear (1) that, if a
pyramid be inscribed in an isosceles cone, the surface of the
pyramid excluding the base is less than the surface of the cone
[excluding the base], and (2) that, if a pyramid be circumscribed
about an isosceles cone, the surface of the pyramid excluding the
base is greater than the surface of the cone excluding the base.

" It is also clear from what has been proved both (1) that,
if a prism be inscribed in a right cylinder, the surface of the
prism made up of its parallelograms [i.e. excluding its bases] is
less than the surface of the cylinder excluding its bases, and
(2) that, if a prism be circumscribed about a right cylinder, the
surface of the prism made up of its parallelograms is greater
than the surface of the cylinder excluding its bases."

Proposition 13.

The surface of any right cylinder excluding the bases is equal
to a circle whose radius is a mean proportional between the side
[i.e. a generator] of the cylinder and the diameter of its base.

Let the base of the cylinder be the circle A, and make CD
equal to the diameter of this circle, and EF equal to the height
of the cylinder.
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Let if be a mean proportional between CD, EF, and B
a circle with radius equal to H.

Then the circle B shall be equal to the surface of the
cylinder (excluding the bases), which we will call S.

For, if not, B must be either greater or less than S.

I. Suppose B < 8.
Then it is possible to circumscribe a regular polygon about

B, and to inscribe another in it, such that the ratio of the
former to the latter is less than the ratio S : B.

Suppose this done, and circumscribe about A a polygon
similar to that described about B; then erect on the polygon
about A a prism of the same height as the cylinder. The
prism will therefore be circumscribed to the cylinder.

Let KD, perpendicular to CD, and FL, perpendicular to
EF, be each equal to the perimeter of the polygon about A.
Bisect CD in M, and join MK.

Then A KDM = the polygon about A.

Also O EL = surface of prism (excluding bases).

Produce FE to N so that FE = EN, and join NL.

Now the polygons about A, B, being similar, are in the
duplicate ratio of the radii of A, B.

Thus

A KDM : (polygon about B) = MD3: H*

= MD*:CD.EF

= MD:NF

= A KDM: A LFN

(since DK = FL).
Therefore (polygon about B) = A LFN

= O EL

= (surface of prism about .4),

from above.
But (polygon about B): (polygon in B) < 8 : B.
H. A. 2
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Therefore
(surface of prism about .A) : (polygon in B) < S : B,

and, alternately,
(surface of prism about A) : 8 < (polygon in B): B;

which is impossible, since the surface of the prism is greater
than S, while the polygon inscribed in B is less than B.

Therefore B { 8.

II. Suppose B > S.
Let a regular polygon be circumscribed about B and another

inscribed in it so that
(polygon about B): (polygon in B) < B: S.

Inscribe in A a polygon similar to that inscribed in B, and
erect a prism on the polygon inscribed in A of the same height
as the cylinder.

Again, let DK, FL, drawn as before, be each equal to the
perimeter of the polygon inscribed in A.

Then, in this case,
A KDM > (polygon inscribed in A)

(since the perpendicular from the centre on a side of the
polygon is less than the radius of A).

Also A LFN = O EL = surface of prism (excluding bases).
Now

(polygon in A) : (polygon in B) = MB*: H2,
= A KDM : A LFN, as before.

And A KDM > (polygon in A).
Therefore

A LFN, or (surface of prism) > (polygon in B).
But this is impossible, because

(polygon about JB) : (polygon in B) < B : 8,
< (polygon about B) : 8, a fortiori,

so that (polygon in B) > 8,
> (surface of prism), a fortiori.

Hence B is neither greater nor less than 8, and therefore
B=S.
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Proposition 14.

The surface of any isosceles cone excluding the base is equal
to a circle whose radius is a mean proportional between the side
of the cone [a generator] and the radius of the circle which is the
base of the cone.

Let the circle A be the base of the cone; draw C equal to
the radius of the circle, and D equal to the side of the cone, and
let E be a mean proportional between C, D.

Draw a circle B with radius equal to E.

Then shall B be equal to the surface of the cone (excluding
the base), which we will call S.

If not, B must be either greater or less than S.

I. Suppose B < S.

Let a regular polygon be described about B and a similar
one inscribed in it such that the former has to the latter a ratio
less than the ratio S : B.

Describe about A another similar polygon, and on it set up
a pyramid with apex the same as that of the cone.

Then (polygon about A) : (polygon about B)

= (polygon about .4) : (surface of pyramid excluding base).
2�2
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Therefore
(surface of pyramid) = (polygon about B).

Now (polygon about B) : (polygon in B) < 8 : B.
Therefore

(surface of pyramid) : (polygon in B) < 8 : B,
which is impossible, (because the surface of the pyramid is
greater than S, while the polygon in B is less than B).

Hence

II. Suppose B > S.
Take regular polygons circumscribed and inscribed to B such

that the ratio of the former to the latter is less than the ratio
B:S.

Inscribe in A a similar polygon to that inscribed in B, and
erect a pyramid on the polygon inscribed in A with apex the
same as that of the cone.

In this case
(polygon in A) : (polygon in B) = C : E2

= G:D

> (polygon in A) : (surface of pyramid excluding base).

This is clear because the ratio of G to D is greater than the
ratio of the perpendicular from the centre of A on a side of the
polygon to the perpendicular from the apex of the cone on the
same side*.

Therefore

(surface of pyramid) > (polygon in E).
But (polygon about B) : (polygon in B) < B : S.
Therefore, a fortiori,

(polygon about B) : (surface of pyramid) < B : S;
which is impossible.

Since therefore B is neither greater nor less than 8,
B = 8.

* This is of course the geometrical equivalent of saying that, if o, /3 be two
angles each less than a right angle, and a>/j, then sin co-sin /S.
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Proposition 15.

The surface of any isosceles cone has the same ratio to its
base as the side of the cone has to the radius of the base.

By Prop. 14, the surface of the cone is equal to a circle
whose radius is a mean proportional between the side of the
cone and the radius of the base.

Hence, since circles are to one another as the squares of
their radii, the proposition follows.

Proposition 16.

If an isosceles cone be cut by a plane parallel to the base, the
portion of the surface of the cone between the parallel planes is
equal to a circle whose radius is a mean proportional between (1)
the portion of the side of the cone intercepted by the parallel
planes and (2) the line which is equal to the sum of the radii of
the circles in the parallel planes.

Let OAB be a triangle through the axis of a cone, DE its
intersection with the plane cutting off the
frustum, and OFC the axis of the cone.

Then the surface of the cone OAB is
equal to a circle whose radius is equal to
»fOA7AC. [Prop. 14.]

Similarly the surface of the cone ODE
is equal to a circle whose radius is equal
to >JOD.DF.

And the surface of the frustum is
equal to the difference between the two circles.

Now
OA . AC - OD. DF = DA . AC + OD. AC- OD. DF.

But

since

OD.AC=OA.DF,
OA :AC=OD:DF.
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Hence OA .AC - OD .DF = DA .AC + DA.DF
= DA.(AC + DF).

And, since circles are to one another as the squares of their
radii, it follows that the difference between the circles whose
radii are *JOA .AC, VOD .DF respectively is equal to a circle
whose radius is <*/DA .(AC + DF).

Therefore the surface of the frustum is equal to this circle.

Lemmas.

" 1. Cones having equal height have the same ratio as their
bases; and those having equal bases have the same ratio as their
heights*.

2. If a cylinder be cut by a plane parallel to the base, then,
as the cylinder is to the cylinder, so is the aosis to the aids -f\

3. The cones which have the same bases as the cylinders [and
equal height] are in the same ratio as the cylinders.

4. Also the bases of equal cones are reciprocally proportional
to their heights; and those cones whose bases are reciprocally
proportional to their heights are equal I.

5. Also the cones, the diameters of whose bases have the same
ratio as their axes, are to one another in the triplicate ratio of the
diameters of the bases §.

And all these propositions have been proved by earlier
geometers."

* Euclid XII. 11. " Cones and cylinders of equal height are to one another
as their bases."

Euclid XII. 14. " Cones and cylinders on equal bases are to one another as
their heights."

t Euclid XII. 13. " If a cylinder be cut by a plane parallel to the opposite
planes [the bases], then, as the cylinder is to the cylinder, so will the axis be
to the axis."

J Euclid XII. 15. " The bases of equal cones and cylinders are reciprocally
proportional to their heights; and those cones and cylinders whose bases are
reciprocally proportional to their heights are equal."

§ Euclid XII. 12. " Similar cones and cylinders are to one another in the
triplicate ratio of the diameters of their bases."
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Proposition 17.

If there be two isosceles cones, and the surface of one cone be
equal to the base of the other, while the perpendicular from the
centre of the base [of the first cone] on the side of that cone is
equal to the height [of the second], the cones will be equal.

Let OAB, DEF be triangles through the axes of two cones
respectively, C, G the centres of the respective bases, GH the

perpendicular from G on FD; and suppose that the base of the
cone OAB is equal to the surface of the cone DEF, and
that 0G= GH.

Then, since the base of OAB is equal to the surface of
DEF,

(base of cone OAB) : (base of cone DEF)

= (surface of DEF) : (base of DEF)

= DF:FG [Prop. 15]

= DG : GH, by similar triangles,

= DG:OC.

Therefore the bases of the cones are reciprocally propor-
tional to their heights; whence the cones are equal. [Lemma
4]
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Proposition 18.

Any solid rhombus consisting of isosceles cones is equal to
the cone which has its base equal to the surface of one of the
cones composing the rhombus and its height equal to the perpen-
dicular drawn from the apex of the second cone to one side of
the first cone.

Let the rhombus be OABB consisting of two cones with
apices 0, B and with a common base (the circle about AB as
diameter).

Let FHK be another cone with base equal to the surface of
the cone OAB and height FO equal to BE, the perpendicular
from B on OB.

Then shall the cone FHK be equal to the rhombus.

Construct a third cone LMN with base (the circle about
MN) equal to the base of OAB and height LP equal to OB.

Then, since LP=OB,

But [Lemma 1] OB:CB = (rhombus OABB) : (cone BAB),

and LP:GB = (cone LMN): (cone BAB).

It follows that

(rhombus OABB) = (cone LMN) (1).
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Again, since A B = MN, and
(surface of OAB) = (base of FHK),

(base of FHK): (base of LMN)

= (surface of OAB) : (base of OAB)

= 0B:BG [Prop. 15]

= OB : BE, by similar triangles,

= LP : FO, by hypothesis.

Thus, in the cones FHK, LMN, the bases are reciprocally
proportional to the heights.

Therefore the cones FHK, LMN are equal,

and hence, by (1), the cone FHK is equal to the given
solid rhombus.

Proposition 19.

If an isosceles cone be cut by a plane parallel to the base,
and on the resulting circular section a cone be described having
as its apex the centre of the base [of the first cone], and if the
rhombus so formed be taken away from the whole cone, the part
remaining will be equal to the cone with base equal to the surface
of the portion of the first cone between the parallel planes and
with height equal to the perpendicular drawn from the centre of
the base of the first cone on one side of that cone.

Let the cone OAB be cut by a plane parallel to the base in
the circle on BE as diameter. Let G be the centre of the base
of the cone, and with C as apex and the circle about BE as base
describe a cone, making with the cone OBE the rhombus
OBOE.

Take a cone FGH with base equal to the surface of the
frustum BABE and height equal to the perpendicular (CK)
from G on AO.

Then shall the cone FGH be equal to the difference between
the cone CM 2? and the rhombus OBGE.

Take (1) a cone LMN with base equal to the surface of the
cone OAB, and height equal to CK,
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(2) a cone PQR with base equal to the surface of the cone
ODE and height equal to GK.

M

Now, since the surface of the cone OAB is equal to the
surface of the cone ODE together with that of the frustum
DABE, we have, by the construction,

(base of LMN) = (base of FGH) + (base of PQR)
and, since the heights of the three cones are equal,

(cone LMN) = (cone FGH) 4- (cone PQR).
But the cone LMN is equal to the cone OAB [Prop. 17],

and the cone PQR is equal to the rhombus ODGE [Prop. 18].
Therefore (cone OAB) = (cone FGH) + (rhombus ODGE),

and the proposition is proved.

Proposition 2O.
If one of the two isosceles cones forming a rhombus be cut

by a plane parallel to the base and on the resulting circular
section a cone be described having the same apex as the second
cone, and if the resulting rhombus be taken from the whole
rhombus, the remainder will be equal to the cone with base equal
to the surface of the portion of the cone between the parallel
planes and with height equal to the perpendicular drawn from
the apex of the second * cone to the side of the first cone.

* There is a alight error in Heiberg's translation "prioris coni" and in the
corresponding note, p. 93. The perpendicular is not drawn from the apex of
the cone which is cut by the plane but from the apex of the other.
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Let the rhombus be OAGB, and let the cone OAB be cut
by a plane parallel to its base in the circle about DE as diameter.
With this circle as base and G as apex describe a cone, which
therefore with ODE forms the rhombus ODCE.

Take a cone FGH with base equal to the surface of the
frustum DABE and height equal to the perpendicular (GK)
from G on OA.

The cone FGH shall be equal to the difference between the
rhombi OAGB, ODCE.

For take (1) a cone LMN with base equal to the surface of
OAB and height equal to GK,

(2) a cone PQR, with base equal to the surface of ODE,
and height equal to GK.

Then, since the surface of OAB is equal to the surface of
ODE together with that of the frustum DABE, we have, by
construction,

(base of LMN) = (base of PQR) + (base of FGH),
and the three cones are of equal height;
therefore (cone LMN) = (cone PQR) + (cone FGH).

But the cone LMN is equal to the rhombus OAGB, and the
cone PQR is equal to the rhombus ODCE [Prop. 18].

Hence the cone FGH is equal to the difference between the
two rhombi OAGB, ODCE.
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Proposition 21 .

A regular polygon of an even number of sides being inscribed
in a circle, as ABG...A'...C'B'A, so that AA' is a diameter,
if two angular points next but one to each other, as B, B', be
joined, and the other lines parallel to BB' and joining pairs
of angular points be drawn, as GO', DD'..., then

(BB' + CG'+...):AA' = A'B:BA.

Let BB', GG', DD',... meet A A' in F, G, H,...; and let
CB', DC',... be joined meeting A A' in K, L,... respectively.

Then clearly CB', DC',... are parallel to one another and to
AB.

Hence, by similar triangles,

BF:FA=B'F:FK

= CG:GK

=C'G : GL

= E'l: I A';
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and, summing the antecedents and consequents respectively, we
have

(BB'+OC + . . . ) : AA' = BF : FA
= A'B:BA.

Proposition 22.
If a polygon be inscribed in a segment of a circle LAL' so

that all its sides excluding the base are equal and their number
even, as LK...A...K'L', A being the middle point of the segment,
and if the lines BB', GO',... parallel to the base LL' and joining
pairs of angular points be drawn, then

(BB' + CG' + ...+LM) : AM = A'B : BA,

where M is the middle point of LL' and A A' is the diameter
through M.

Joining CB', DC',...LK', as in the last proposition, and
supposing that they meet AM in P, Q,...R, while BB', CC',...,
KK' meet AM in F, 0,... H, we have, by similar triangles,

BF:FA=B'F:FP
= GG:PG
= G'G : GQ

= LM:RM;
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and, summing the antecedents and consequents, we obtain
:AM=BF:FA

= A'B:BA.

Proposition 23.

Take a great circle ABC... of a sphere, and inscribe in it
a regular polygon whose sides are a multiple of four in number.
Let AA', MM' be diameters at right angles and joining
opposite angular points of the polygon.

Then, if the polygon and great circle revolve together about
the diameter AA', the angular points of the polygon, except A,
A', will describe circles on the surface of the sphere at right
angles to the diameter A A'. Also the sides of the polygon
will describe portions of conical surfaces, e.g. BG will describe
a surface forming part of a cone whose base is a circle about
CC as diameter and whose apex is the point in which GB,
G'B' produced meet each other and the diameter AA'.

Comparing the hemisphere MAM' and that half of the
figure described by the revolution of the polygon which is
included in the hemisphere, we see that the surface of the
hemisphere and the surface of the inscribed figure have the
same boundaries in one plane (viz. the circle on MM' as
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diameter), the former surface entirely includes the latter, and
they are both concave in the same direction.

Therefore [Assumptions, 4] the surface of the hemisphere
is greater than that of the inscribed figure; and the same is
true of the other halves of the figures.

Hence the surface of the sphere is greater than the surface
described by the revolution of the polygon inscribed in the great
circle about the diameter of the great circle.

Proposition 24.

If a regular polygon AB...A'...B'A, the number of whose
sides is a multiple of four, be inscribed in a great circle of a
sphere, and if BB' subtending two sides be joined, and all the
other lines parallel to BB' and joining pairs of angular points
be drawn, then the surface of the figure inscribed in the sphere
by the revolution of the polygon about the diameter A A' is equal
to a circle the square of whose radius is equal to the rectangle

BA (BB' + CC + ...)�
The surface of the figure is made up of the surfaces of parts

of different cones.

Now the surface of the cone ABB' is equal to a circle whose
radius is *JBA . %BB'. [Prop. 14]
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The surface of the frustum BB'G'C is equal to a circle of
radius */BC.±(BB'+CC'), [Prop. 16]
and so on.

It follows, since BA = BC = ..., that the whole surface is
equal to a circle whose radius is equal to

4BA (BB'+CC + ...+MM' J- ... + YY7).

Proposition 25.

The surface of the figure inscribed in a sphere as in the last
propositions, consisting of portions of conical surfaces, is less than
four times the greatest circle in the sphere.

Let AB...A'...B'A be a regular polygon inscribed in a
great circle, the number of its sides being a multiple of four.

As before, let BB' be drawn subtending two sides, and
GC',...YY' parallel to BB'.

Let R be a circle such that the square of its radius is equal
to

AB (BB' + CC +... + 77'),
so that the surface of the figure inscribed in the sphere is equal
to R. [Prop. 24]
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Now

(BB' + CC'+... + YY') :AA'^A'B:AB, [Prop. 21]
whence AB (BB' + CO' +... + YY') = A A'. A'B.

Hence (radius of Rf = A A'. A'B

KAA12.

Therefore the surface of the inscribed figure, or the circle R,
is less than four times the circle AMA'M'.

Proposition 26.

The figure inscribed as above in a sphere is equal [in volume]
to a cone whose base is a circle equal to the surface of the figure
inscribed in the sphere and whose height is equal to the
perpendicular drawn from the centre of the sphere to one side of
the polygon.

Suppose, as before, that AB...A'...B'A is the regular
polygon inscribed in a great circle, and let BB', CC,... be
joined.

T \

With apex 0 construct cones whose bases are the circles
on BB', CC,... as diameters in planes perpendicular to AA'.

3H. A.
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Then OBAB' is a solid rhombus, and its volume is equal to
a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the cone ABB' and
whose height is equal to the perpendicular from 0 on AB
[Prop. 18]. Let the length of the perpendicular be p.

Again, if CB, C'B' produced meet in T, the portion of the
solid figure which is described by the revolution of the triangle
BOG about AA' is equal to the difference between the rhombi
OGTC and OBTB', i.e. to a cone whose base is equal to the
surface of the frustum BB'G'G and whose height is p [Prop. 20].

Proceeding in this manner, and adding, we prove that, since
cones of equal height are to one another as their bases, the
volume of the solid of revolution is equal to a cone with height
p and base equal to the sum of the surfaces of the cone BAB',
the frustum BB'G'G, etc., i.e. a cone with height p and base
equal to the surface of the solid.

Proposition 27.

The figure inscribed in the sphere as before is less than
four times the cone whose base is equal to a great circle of
the sphere and whose height is equal to the radius of the
sphere.

By Prop. 26 the volume of the solid figure is equal to a cone
whose base is equal to the surface of the solid and whose height
is p, the perpendicular from 0 on any side of the polygon. Let
R be such a cone.

Take also a cone S with base equal to the great circle, and
height equal to the radius, of the sphere.

Now, since the surface of the inscribed solid is less than four
times the great circle [Prop. 25], the base of the cone R is less
than four times the base of the cone S.

Also the height (p) of R is less than the height of 8.

Therefore the volume of R is less than four times that of 8;
and the proposition is proved.
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Proposition 2 8 .

Let a regular polygon, whose sides are a multiple of four in
number, be circumscribed about a great circle of a given
sphere, as AB...A'...B'A; and about the polygon describe
another circle, which will therefore have the same centre as the
great circle of the sphere. Let AA' bisect the polygon and
cut the sphere in a, a'.

M

If the great circle and the circumscribed polygon revolve
together about AA', the great circle will describe the surface
of a sphere, the angular points of the polygon except A, A' will
move round the surface of a larger sphere, the points of contact
of the sides of the polygon with the great circle of the inner
sphere will describe circles on that sphere in planes perpen-
dicular to AA', and the sides of the polygon themselves will
describe portions of conical surfaces. The circumscribed figure
will thus be greater than the sphere itself.

Let any side, as BM, touch the inner circle in K, and let K'
be the point of contact of the circle with B'M'.

Then the circle described by the revolution of KK' about
AA' is the boundary in one plane of two surfaces

(1) the surface formed by the revolution of the circular
segment KaK', and

3�2
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(2) the surface formed by the revolution of the part
KB...A...EK' of the polygon.

Now the second surface entirely includes the first, and they
are both concave in the same direction;

therefore [Assumptions, 4] the second surface is greater
than the first.

The same is true of the portion of the surface on the opposite
side of the circle on KK' as diameter.

Hence, adding, we see that the surface of the figure
circumscribed to the given sphere is greater than that of the
sphere itself.

Proposition 29.

In a figure circumscribed to a sphere in the manner shown
in the previous proposition the surface is equal to a circle the
square on whose radius is equal to AB(BB' + GC + ...).

For the figure circumscribed to the sphere is inscribed in a
larger sphere, and the proof of Prop. 24 applies.

Proposition 3O.
The surface of a figure circumscribed as before about a sphere

is greater than four times the great circle of the sphere.
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Let AB...A'...B'A be the regular polygon of 4?i sides
which by its revolution about AA' describes the figure circum-
scribing the sphere of which amdmf is a great circle. Suppose
aa', AA' to be in one straight line.

Let R be a circle equal to the surface of the circumscribed
solid.

Now (BB' + CC + . . . ) : AA' = A'B: BA, [as in Prop. 21]
so that AB(BB' + GG'+...) = AA'.A'B.

Hence (radius of R) = *JAA'. A'B [Prop. 29]

>A'B.
But A'B = 20P, where P is the point in which AB touches

the circle ama'm'.
Therefore (radius of R) > (diameter of circle ama'm');

whence R, and therefore the surface of the circumscribed solid,
is greater than four times the great circle of the given sphere.

Proposition 31 .

The solid of revolution circumscribed as before about a sphere
is equal to a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the solid
and whose height is equal to the radius of the sphere.

The solid is, as before, a solid inscribed in a larger sphere;
and, since the perpendicular on any side of the revolving polygon
is equal to the radius of the inner sphere, the proposition is
identical with Prop. 26.

COR. The solid circumscribed about the smaller sphere is
greater than four times the cone whose base is a great circle
of the sphere and whose height is equal to the radius of the
sphere.

For, since the surface of the solid is greater than four times
the great circle of the inner sphere [Prop. 30], the cone whose
base is equal to the surface of the solid and whose height is the
radius of the sphere is greater than four times the cone of
the same height which has the great circle for base. [Lemma 1.]

Hence, by the proposition, the volume of the solid is greater
than four times the latter cone.
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Proposition 32.

If a regular polygon with 4tn sides be inscribed in a great
circle of a sphere, as ab...a'...b'a, and a similar polygon
AB...A'...B'A be described about the great circle, and if the
polygons revolve with the great circle about the diameters aa',
AA' respectively, so that they describe the surfaces of solid
figures inscribed in and circumscribed to the sphere respectively,
then

(1) the surfaces of the circumscribed and inscribed figures
are to one another in the duplicate ratio of their sides, and

(2) the figures themselves [i.e. their volumes] are in the
triplicate ratio of their sides.

(1) Let AA', aa' be in the same straight line, and let
MmOm'M' be a diameter at right angles to them.

Join BB', GO',... and bb',cc',... which will all be parallel
to one another and MM'.

Suppose R, S to be circles such that

B, = (surface of circumscribed solid),

S = (surface of inscribed solid).
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Then (radius of Rf = AB(BB' + CC + ...) [Prop. 29]

(radius of Sf = ab(bb' + cc' +...). [Prop. 24]
And, since the polygons are similar, the rectangles in these

two equations are similar, and are therefore in the ratio of
AB* : ab*.

Hence
(surface of circumscribed solid) : (surface of inscribed solid)

= AB' : ab\

(2) Take a cone V whose base is the circle R and whose
height is equal to Oa, and a cone W whose base is the circle S
and whose height is equal to the perpendicular from 0 on ab,
which we will call p.

Then V, W are respectively equal to the volumes of the
circumscribed and inscribed figures. [Props. 31, 26]

Now, since the polygons are similar,

AB : ab = Oa : p

= (height of cone V) : (height of cone W);

and, as shown above, the bases of the cones (the circles R, 8)
are in the ratio of AB' to ab2.

Therefore V: W = ABS : ab3.

Proposition 3 3 .

The surface of any sphere is equal to four times the greatest
circle in it.

Let G be a circle equal to four times the great circle.

Then, if G is not equal to the surface of the sphere, it must
either be less or greater.

I. Suppose C less than the surface of the sphere.

It is then possible to find two lines /3, 7, of which # is the
greater, such that

/S : 7 < (surface of sphere) : C. [Prop. 2]
Take such lines, and let 8 be a mean proportional between
them.
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Suppose similar regular polygons with 4m sides circum-
scribed about and inscribed in a great circle such that the ratio
of their sides is less than the ratio 0 : 8. [Prop. 3]

Let the polygons with the circle revolve together about
a diameter common to all, describing solids of revolution as
before.

Then (surface of outer solid) : (surface of inner solid)
= (side of outer)3: (side of inner)2 [Prop. 32]
< /32 : 8\ or 0 : 7
< (surface of sphere) : C, a fortiori.

But this is impossible, since the surface of the circum-
scribed solid is greater than that of the sphere [Prop. 28], while
the surface of the inscribed solid is less than G [Prop. 25].

Therefore G is not less than the surface of the sphere.

II. Suppose C greater than the surface of the sphere.
Take lines /8, 7, of which /3 is the greater, such that

/S : 7 < G : (surface of sphere).

Circumscribe and inscribe to the great circle similar regular
polygons, as before, such that their sides are in a ratio less than
that of fi to 8, and suppose solids of revolution generated in the
usual manner.
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Then, in this case,

(surface of circumscribed solid) : (surface of inscribed solid)

< G : (surface of sphere).

But this is impossible, because the surface of the circum-
scribed solid is greater than G [Prop. 30], while the surface of
the inscribed solid is less than that of the sphere [Prop. 23].

Thus G is not greater than the surface of the sphere.
Therefore, since it is neither greater nor less, G is equal to

the surface of the sphere.

Proposition 3 4 .

Any sphere is equal to four times the cone which has its base
equal to the greatest circle in the sphere and its height equal
to the radius of the sphere.

Let the sphere be that of which ama'm' is a great circle.

If now the sphere is not equal to four times the cone
described, it is either greater or less.

I. If possible, let the sphere be greater than four times the
cone.

Suppose V to be a cone whose base is equal to four times
the great circle and whose height is equal to the radius of the
sphere.

Then, by hypothesis, the sphere is greater than V; and two
lines /3, 7 can be found (of which /3 is the greater) such that

ft : 7 < (volume of sphere) : V.

Between /3 and 7 place two arithmetic means 8, e.

As before, let similar regular polygons with sides 4m in
number be circumscribed about and inscribed in the great
circle, such that their sides are in a ratio less than /3 : 8.

Imagine the diameter aa! of the circle to be in the same
straight line with a diameter of both polygons, and imagine
the latter to revolve with the circle about aa, describing the
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surfaces of two solids of revolution. The volumes of these solids
are therefore in the triplicate ratio of their sides. [Prop. 32]

Thus (vol. of outer solid) : (vol. of inscribed solid)

< yS3 : 8s, by hypothesis,

< /3 : 7, a fortiori (since /S : y > /33 : S3)*,

< (volume of sphere) : V, a fortiori.

But this is impossible, since the volume of the circumscribed

« 7

* That |3:7>jS3:S3 is assumed by Archimedes. Eutocius proves the
property in his commentary as follows.

Take x such that (3 : 8 = 3 : x.
Thus p-5:p=5-x : S

and, since j8>8, /3-5>5-a:.
But, by hypothesis,
Therefore

/3-«=8-e.
S-e>-S-x,

Again, suppose 8 : x=x :y,
and, as before, we have 5 - x > x - y,
so that, a fortiori, B-ox-y.

Therefore e � y > x � y ;
and, since x>e, y>y.

Now, by hypothesis, /3, S, x, y are in continued proportion ;
therefore j33 : 83=jS : y
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solid is greater than that of the sphere [Prop. 28], while the
volume of the inscribed solid is less than V [Prop. 27].

Hence the sphere is not greater than V, or four times the
cone described in the enunciation.

II. If possible, let the sphere be less than V.

In this case we take 0, 7 (/3 being the greater) such that

/S : 7 < V: (volume of sphere).

The rest of the construction and proof proceeding as before,
we have finally

(volume of outer solid) : (volume of inscribed solid)

< V: (volume of sphere).

But this is impossible, because the volume of the outer
solid is greater than V [Prop. 31, Cor.], and the volume of the
inscribed solid is less than the volume of the sphere.

Hence the sphere is not less than V.

Since then the sphere is neither less nor greater than V, it
is equal to V, or to four times the cone described in the enun-
ciation.

COR. From what has been proved it follows that every
cylinder whose base is the greatest circle in a sphere and whose
height is equal to the diameter of the sphere is § of the sphere,
and its surface together with its bases is § of the surface of the
sphere.

For the cylinder is three times the cone with the same
base and height [Eucl. XII. 10], i.e. six times the cone with
the same base and with height equal to the radius of the
sphere.

But the sphere is four times the latter cone [Prop. 34].
Therefore the cylinder is § of the sphere.

Again, the surface of a cylinder (excluding the bases) is
equal to a circle whose radius is a mean proportional between
the height of the cylinder and the diameter of its base
[Prop. 13].
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In this case the height is equal to the diameter of the base
and therefore the circle is that whose radius is the diameter of
the sphere, or a circle equal to four times the great circle of
the sphere.

Therefore the surface of the cylinder with the bases is equal
to six times the great circle.

And the surface of the sphere is four times the great circle
[Prop. 33]; whence

(surface of cylinder with bases) = f. (surface of sphere).

Proposition 35.

If in a segment of a circle LAL' {where A is the middle
point of the arc) a polygon LK...A...K'L' be inscribed of which
LL' is one side, while the other sides are In in number and all
equal, and if the polygon revolve with the segment about the
diameter AM, generating a solid figure inscribed in a segment of
a sphere, then the surface of the inscribed solid is equal to a
circle the square on whose radius is equal to the rectangle

The surface of the inscribed figure is made up of portions of
surfaces of cones.
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If we take these successively, the surface of the cone BAB'
is equal to a circle whose radius is

ZTpF [Prop. 14]
The surface of the frustum of a cone BCC'B' is equal to

a circle whose radius is

and so on.
Proceeding in this way and adding, we find, since circles

are to one another as the squares of their radii, that the
surface of the inscribed figure is equal to a circle whose radius
is

>JAB [BB' + CC + ... + KK'

Proposition 3 6 .

The surface of the figure inscribed as before in the segment
of a sphere is less than that of the segment of the sphere.

This is clear, because the circular base of the segment is a
common boundary of each of two surfaces, of which one, the
segment, includes the other, the solid, while both are concave
in the same direction {Assumptions, 4].

Proposition 3 7 .

The surface of the solid figure inscribed in the segment of the
sphere by the revolution of LK. ..A...K'L' about AM is less than
a circle with radius equal to AL.

Let the diameter AM meet the circle of which LAL' is a
segment again in A'. Join A'B.

As in Prop. 35, the surface of the inscribed solid is equal to
a circle the square on whose radius is
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But this rectangle
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= A'B.AM

< A'A . AM

< AL\

[Prop. 22]

Hence the surface of the inscribed solid is less than the
circle whose radius is AL.

Proposition 38.

The solid figure described as before in a segment of a sphere
less than a hemisphere, together with the cone whose base is the
base of the segment and whose apex is the centre of the sphere,
is equal to a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the
inscribed solid and whose height is equal to the perpendicular
from the centre of the sphere on any side of the polygon.

Let 0 be the centre of the sphere, and p the length of the
perpendicular from 0 on AB.

Suppose cones described with 0 as apex, and with the
circles on BB', CG',... as diameters as bases.

Then the rhombus OBAB' is equal to a cone whose base is
equal to the surface of the cone BAB', and whose height is p.

[Prop. 18]

Again, if CB, G'B' meet in T, the solid described by the
triangle BOG as the polygon revolves about A 0 is the difference
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between the rhombi OGTC and OBTB', and is therefore equal
to a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the frustum
BCG'B' and whose height is p. [Prop. 20]

Similarly for the part of the solid described by the triangle
COD as the polygon revolves ; and so on.

Hence, by addition, the solid figure inscribed in the segment
together with the cone OLL' is equal to a cone whose base is
the surface of the inscribed solid and whose height is p.

COR. The cone whose base is a circle with radius equal to
AL and whose height is equal to the radius of the sphere is
greater than the svm of the inscribed solid and the cone OLL'.

For, by the proposition, the inscribed solid together with
the cone OLL' is equal to a cone with base equal to the surface
of the solid and with height p.

This latter cone is less than a cone with height equal to OA
and with base equal to the circle whose radius is AL, because
the height p is less than OA, while the surface of the solid is
less than a circle with radius AL. [Prop. 37]

Proposition 3 9 .

Let laV be a segment of a great circle of a sphere, being less
than a semicircle. Let 0 be the centre of the sphere, and join
01, 01'. Suppose a polygon circumscribed about the sector Olal'
such that its sides, excluding the two radii, are In in number
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and all equal, as LK,... BA, AB\... K'L'; and let OA be that
radius of the great circle which bisects the segment lal'.

The circle circumscribing the polygon will then have the
same centre 0 as the given great circle.

Now suppose the polygon and the two circles to revolve
together about OA. The two circles will describe spheres, the

angular points except A will describe circles on the outer
sphere, with diameters BB' etc., the points of contact of the
sides with the inner segment will describe circles on the inner
sphere, the sides themselves will describe the surfaces of cones
or frusta of cones, and the whole figure circumscribed to the
segment of the inner sphere by the revolution of the equal
sides of the polygon will have for its base the circle on LL'
as diameter.

The surface of the solid figure so circumscribed about the
sector of the sphere [excluding its base] will be greater than that
of the segment of the sphere whose base is the circle on IV as
diameter.

For draw the tangents IT, I'T' to the inner segment at I, V.
These with the sides of the polygon will describe by their
revolution a solid whose surface is greater than that of the
segment [Assumptions, 4].

But the surface described by the revolution of IT is less
than that described by the revolution of LT, since the angle TIL
is a right angle, and therefore LT > IT.

Hence, a fortiori, the surface described by LK...A...K'L'
is greater than that of the segment.
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COR. The surface of the figure so described about the sector
of the sphere is equal to a circle the square on whose radius
is equal to the rectangle

For the circumscribed figure is inscribed in the outer sphere,
and the proof of Prop. 35 therefore applies.

Proposition 4O.

The surface of the figure circumscribed to the sector as before
is greater than a circle whose radius is equal to al.

Let the diameter AaO meet the great circle and the circle
circumscribing the revolving polygon again in a', A'. Join
A'B, and let ON be drawn to N, the point of contact of AB
with the inner circle.

Now, by Prop. 39, Cor., the surface of the solid figure
circumscribed to the sector OIAV is equal to a circle the square
on whose radius is equal to the rectangle

V
But this rectangle is equal to A'B. AM [as in Prop. 22].
H. A. 4
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Next, since AL', al' are parallel, the triangles AML', ami'
are similar. And AL' > al'; therefore AM> am.

Also A'B = 20N = aa'.

Therefore A'B. AM > am. ad

> al'\

Hence the surface of the solid figure circumscribed to the
sector is greater than a circle whose radius is equal to al', or al.

COR. 1. The volume of the figure circumscribed about the
sector together with the cone whose apex is 0 and base the circle
on LL as diameter, is equal to the volume of a cone whose base
is equal to the surface of the circumscribed figure and whose
height is ON.

For the figure is inscribed in the outer sphere which has the
same centre as the inner. Hence the proof of Prop. 38 applies.

COR. 2. The volume of the circumscribed figure with the cone
OLL' is greater than the ,cone whose base is a circle with radius
equal to al and whose height is equal to the radius (Oa) of the
inner sphere.

For the volume of the figure with the cone OLL' is equal to
a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the figure and
whose height is equal to ON.

And the surface of the figure is greater than a circle with
radius equal to al [Prop. 40], while the heights Oa, ON are
equal.

Proposition 4 1 .

Let lal' be a segment of a great circle of a sphere which is
less than a semicircle.

Suppose a polygon inscribed in the sector OlaV such that
the sides Ik,... ba, ab',... k'l' are In in number and all equal.
Let a similar polygon be circumscribed about the sector so that
its sides are parallel to those of the first polygon; and draw
the circle circumscribing the outer polygon.

Now let the polygons and circles revolve together about
OaA, the radius bisecting the segment lal'.
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Then (1) the surfaces of the outer and inner solids of revolution
so described are in the ratio of AB"1 to aW, and (2) their volumes
together with the corresponding cones with the same base and
with apex 0 in each case are as AB3 to ab3.

(1) For the surfaces are equal to circles the squares on
whose radii are equal respectively to

( T T'\
BB'- ""' T'T"CC

and IV
' 2

[Prop. 39, Cor.]

[Prop. 35]

But these rectangles are in the ratio of AB' to ab2. Therefore
so are the surfaces.

(2) Let OnN be drawn perpendicular to ab and AB; and
suppose the circles which are equal to the surfaces of the outer
and inner solids of revolution to be denoted by S, s respectively.

Now the volume of the circumscribed solid together with
the cone OLL' is equal to a cone whose base is 8 and whose
height is ON [Prop. 40, Cor. 1].

And the volume of the inscribed figure with the cone Oil' is
equal to a cone with base s and height On [Prop. 38].

But 8 : s = AB*: ab\

and 0N:0n = AB: ab.

Therefore the volume of the circumscribed solid together with
the cone OLL' is to the volume of the inscribed solid together
with the cone Oil' as AB* is to ab3 [Lemma 5].

4�2
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Proposition 42.

If lal' be a segment of a sphere less than a hemisphere and
Oa the radius perpendicular to the base of the segment, the
surface of the segment is equal to a circle whose radius is equal
to al.

Let R be a circle whose radius is equal to al. Then the
surface of the segment, which we will call 8, must, if it be not
equal to R, be either greater or less than R.

B'

I. Suppose, if possible, 8>R.

Let lal' be a segment of a great circle which is less than a
semicircle. Join 01, 01', and let similar polygons with 2n equal
sides be circumscribed and inscribed to the sector, as in the
previous propositions, but such that

(circumscribed polygon) : (inscribed polygon) < S : R.
[Prop. 6]

Let the polygons now revolve with the segment about OaA,
generating solids of revolution circumscribed and inscribed to
the segment of the sphere.

Then

(surface of outer solid) : (surface of inner solid)

= AB* : aV [Prop. 41]

= (circumscribed polygon) : (inscribed polygon)

< S : R, by hypothesis.

But the surface of the outer solid is greater than S [Prop. 39].
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Therefore the surface of the inner solid is greater than R;
which is impossible, by Prop. 37.

II. Suppose, if possible, S< R.

In this case we circumscribe and inscribe polygons such that
their ratio is less than R : S; and we arrive at the result that

(surface of outer solid) : (surface of inner solid)
<R:S.

But the surface of the outer solid is greater than R [Prop. 40].
Therefore the surface of the inner solid is greater than S: which
is impossible [Prop. 36].

Hence, since S is neither greater nor less than R,

Proposition 43.

Even if the segment of the sphere is greater than a hemisphere,
its surface is still equal to a circle whose radius is equal to al.

For let lal'a' be a great circle of the sphere, aa' being the
diameter perpendicular to W; and let
la'I' be a segment less than a semi-
circle.

Then, by Prop. 42, the surface of
the segment la'V of the sphere is
equal to a circle with radius equal to
a'l.

Also the surface of the whole
sphere is equal to a circle with radius
equal to aa' [Prop. 33].

But aa'^ � a'P^al*, and circles are to one another as the
squares on their radii.

Therefore the surface of the segment lal', being the difference
between the surfaces of the sphere and of la'V, is equal to a
circle with radius equal to al.
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Proposition 4 4 .

The volume of any sector of a sphere is equal to a cone whose
base is equal to the surface of the segment of the sphere included
in the sector, and whose height is equal to the radius of the
sphere.

Let R be a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the
segment laV of a sphere and whose height is equal to the radius
of the sphere; and let S be the volume of the sector OlaV.

Then, if S is not equal to R, it must be either greater or
less.

I. Suppose, if possible, that S>R.

Find two straight lines /3, 7, of which /3 is the greater, such
that

and let 8, e be two arithmetic means between /3, 7.

Let lal' be a segment of a great circle of the sphere.
Join 01, 01', and let similar polygons with 2w equal sides be
circumscribed and inscribed to the sector of the circle as before,
but such that their sides are in a ratio less than /3: 8.
[Prop. 4].
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Then let the two polygons revolve with the segment about
OaA, generating two solids of revolution.

Denoting the volumes of these solids by V, v respectively,
we have

(V + cone OLL') : (v + cone Oil') = ABS : ah" [Prop. 41]

< /33 : hs

< 0 : 7, a fortiori*,

< S : R, by hypothesis.

Now (V + cone OLL') > S.

Therefore also (v + cone Oil') > R.

But this is impossible, by Prop. 38, Cor. combined with Props.
42, 43.

Hence 8 $ R.

II. Suppose, if possible, that S < R.

In this case we take /3, y such that

/3:ry<R:S,

and the rest of the construction proceeds as before.

We thus obtain the relation

( F + cone OLL') : (v + cone Oil') < R : S.

Now (v + cone Oil') < S.

Therefore (V + cone OLL') < R;

which is impossible, by Prop. 40, Cor. 2 combined with Props.
42, 43.

Since then 8 is neither greater nor less than R,

S = R.

* Cf. note on Prop. 34, p. 42..



ON THE SPHEEE AND CYLINDER.

BOOK II.

" ARCHIMEDES to Dositheus greeting.

On a former occasion you asked me to write out the proofs of
the problems the enunciations of which I had myself sent to
Conon. In point of fact they depend for the most part on the
theorems of which I have already sent you the demonstrations,
namely (1) that the surface of any sphere is four times the
greatest circle in the sphere, (2) that the surface of any
segment of a sphere is equal to a circle whose radius is equal
to the straight line drawn from the vertex of the segment to
the circumference of its base, (3) that the cylinder whose base
is the greatest circle in any sphere and whose height is equal
to the diameter of the sphere is itself in magnitude half as
large again as the sphere, while its surface [including the two
bases] is half as large again as the surface of the sphere, and
(4) that any solid sector is equal to a cone whose base is the
circle which is equal to the surface of the segment of the sphere
included in the sector, and whose height is equal to the radius
of the sphere. Such then of the theorems and problems as
depend on these theorems I have written out in the book
which I send herewith; those which are discovered by means
of a different sort of investigation, those namely which relate
to spirals and the conoids, I will endeavour to send you soon.
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The first of the problems was as follows: Given a sphere, to
find a plane area equal to the surface of the sphere.

The solution of this is obvious from the theorems aforesaid.
For four times the greatest circle in the sphere is both a plane
area and equal to the surface of the sphere.

The second problem was the following."

Proposition 1. (Problem.)

Given a cone or a cylinder, to find a sphere equal to the cone
or to the cylinder.

If V be the given cone or cylinder, we can make a cylinder
equal to §F. Let this cylinder be the cylinder whose base
is the circle on AB as diameter and whose height is OD.

Now, if we could make another cylinder, equal to the
cylinder (OD) but such that its height is equal to the diameter
of its base, the problem would be solved, because this latter
cylinder would be equal to f F, and the sphere whose diameter
is equal to the height (or to the diameter of the base) of the
same cylinder would then be the sphere required [I. 34, Cor.].

Suppose the problem solved, and let the cylinder (GG) be
equal to the cylinder (OD), while EF, the diameter of the base,
is equal to the height GG.
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Then, since in equal cylinders the heights and bases are
reciprocally proportional,

AB2: EF2 = CG:OD

= EF: OD (1).

Suppose MN to be such a line that

EF* = AB.MN (2).

Hence AB :EF=EF: MN,

and, combining (1) and (2), we have

AB : MN = EF: OD,

or AB : EF = MN : OD.

Therefore AB : EF = EF : MN = MN : OD,

and EF, MN are two mean proportionals between AB, OD.

The synthesis of the problem is therefore as follows. Take
two mean proportionals EF, MN between AB and OD, and
describe a cylinder whose base is a circle on EF as diameter
and whose height GG is equal to EF.

Then, since

AB:EF=EF:MN=MN: OD,

EF* = AB.MN,

and therefore AB2: EF2 = AB : MN

= EF:OD

= CG:OD;

whence the bases of the two cylinders (OD), (GG) are recipro-
cally proportional to their heights.

Therefore the cylinders are equal, and it follows that

cylinder (CG) = f V.

The sphere on EF as diameter is therefore the sphere
required, being equal to V.
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Proposition 2 .
If BAB' be a segment of a sphere, BB' a diameter of the

base of the segment, and 0 the centre of the sphere, and if AA'
be the diameter of the sphere bisecting BB' in M, then the volume
of the segment is equal to that of a cone whose base is the same
as that of the segment and whose height is h, where

h : AM = OA' + A'M : A'M.

Measure MH along MA equal to h, and MH' along MA'
equal to h!, where

h' :A'M=OA+AM : AM.

Suppose the three cones constructed which have 0, H
H' for their apices and the base (BB') of the segment for their
common base. Join AB, A'B.

Let G be a cone whose base is equal to the surface of the
segment BAB' of the sphere, i.e. to a circle with radius equal
to AB [I. 42], and whose height is equal to OA.

Then the cone Cis equal to the solid sector OBAB' [I. 44],

Now, since HM : MA = OA' + A'M : A'M,

dividendo, HA : AM = OA : A'M,

and, alternately, HA : AO = AM : MA',

so that

HO:OA= AA' : A'M

= AB': BM2

= (base of cone C) : (circle on BB' as diameter).



60 AECHIMEDES

But OA is equal to the height of the cone G; therefore, since
cones are equal if their bases and heights are reciprocally
proportional, it follows that the cone C (or the solid sector
OBAB') is equal to a cone whose base is the circle on BB' as
diameter and whose height is equal to OH.

And this latter cone is equal to the sum of two others
having the same base and with heights OM, MH, i.e. to the
solid rhombus OBHB'.

Hence the sector OBAB' is equal to the rhombus OBHB'.

Taking away the common part, the cone OBB',

the segment BAB' = the cone HBB'.

Similarly, by the same method, we can prove that

the segment BA'B' = the cone H'BB'.

Alternative proof of the latter property.
Suppose D to be a cone whose base is equal to the surface

of the whole sphere and whose height is equal to OA.

Thus D is equal to the volume of the sphere. [I. 33, 34]

Now, since OA' + A'M : A'M = HM : MA,

dividendo and alternando, as before,

OA : AH= A'M: MA.

Again, since H'M : MA' = OA + AM: AM,

H'A' : OA = A'M : MA

= OA : AH, from above.

Gomponendo, H'O : 0A = 0H:HA (1).

Alternately, H'O : OH = OA : AH (2),

and, componendo, HH' : HO = OH : HA,

= H'O : OA, from (1),

whence HH'.OA = H'O. OH (3).

Next, since H'O :0H = 0A: AH, by (2),

= A'M: MA,

(H'O + OHf : H'O. OH = (A'M + MAf : A'M. MA,
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whence, by means of (3),

HH» : HH'. OA = AAn : A'M. MA,
or HH' : OA = AA'%: BM\

Now the cone D, which is equal to the sphere, has for its base
a circle whose radius is equal to AA', and for its height a line
equal to OA.

Hence this cone D is equal to a cone whose base is the circle
on BB' as diameter and whose height is equal to HH';

therefore the cone D = the rhombus HBH'B',

or the rhombus HBH'B' = the sphere.

But the segment BAB' = the cone HBB';

therefore the remaining segment BA'B' = the cone H'BB'.

COR. The segment BAB' is to a cone with the same base and
equal height in the ratio of OA' �+ A'M to A'M.

Proposition 3 . (Problem.)

To cut a given sphere by a plane so that the surfaces of the
segments may have to one another a given ratio.

Suppose the problem solved. Let AA' be a diameter of a
great circle of the sphere, and suppose that a plane perpendicular
to A A' cuts the plane of the great circle in the straight

line BB', and AA' in M, and that it divides the sphere so that
the surface of the segment BAB' has to the surface of the
segment BA'B' the given ratio.
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Now these surfaces are respectively equal to circles with
radii equal to AB, A'B [I. 42, 43].

Hence the ratio AB2 : A'B2 is equal to the given ratio, i.e.
AM is to MA' in the given ratio.

Accordingly the synthesis proceeds as follows.

If H : K be the given ratio, divide AA' in M so that

AM :MA' = H:K.

Then AM : MA' = AB* : A'B1

= (circle with radius AB) : (circle with radius A'B)

= (surface of segment BAB') : (surface of segment BA'B').

Thus the ratio of the surfaces of the segments is equal to
the ratio H : K.

Proposition 4. (Problem.)

To cut a given sphere by a plane so that the volumes of the
segments are to one another in a given ratio.

Suppose the problem solved, and let the required plane cut
the great circle ABA' at right angles in the line BB'. Let
AA' be that diameter of the great circle which bisects BB' at
right angles (in M), and let 0 be the centre of the sphere.

Take H on OA produced, and H' on OA' produced, such
that

OA' + A'M :A'M=HM : MA, (1),

and OA+AM:AM=H'M:MA' (2).

Join BH, B'H, BH', B'H'.
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Then the cones HBB', E'BB' are respectively equal to the
segments BAB', BA'B' of the sphere [Prop. 2].

Hence the ratio of the cones, and therefore of their altitudes,
is given, i.e.

HM : H'M=ihe given ratio (3).

We have now three equations (1), (2), (3), in which there
appear three as yet undetermined points M, H, H'; and it is
first necessary to find, by means of them, another equation in
which only one of these points (M) appears, i.e. we have, so to
speak, to eliminate H, H'.

Now, from (3), it is clear that HH': H'M is also a given
ratio; and Archimedes' method of elimination is, first, to find
values for each of the ratios A'H': H'M and HH': H'A' which
are alike independent of H, H', and then, secondly, to equate
the ratio compounded of these two ratios to the known value
of the ratio HH': H'M.

(a) To find such a value for A'H': H'M.

It is at once clear from equation (2) above that

A'H': H'M = OA : OA + AM (4).

(b) To find such a value for HH': A'H'.

From (1) we derive

A'M : MA = OA' + A'M : HM

= OA':AH (5);

and, from (2), A'M : MA = H'M : OA + AM

= A'H': OA (6).

Thus HA :AO = OA':A'H',

whence OH : OA' = OH': A'H',

or OH: OH'=0A': A'H'.

It follows that

HH': OH' = OH' : A'H',

or HH'.H'A'=OHn.

Therefore HH': H'A' = OH" : H'A"

= AAn : A'M', by means of (6)
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(c) To express the ratios A'H': H'M and HH': H'M more
simply we make the following construction. Produce OA to D
so that OA = AD. (D will lie beyond H, for A'M>MA, and
therefore, by (5), OA >AH.)

Then A'H': H'M =OA:OA+AM
= AD:DM (7).

Now divide AD at E so that
HH':H'M = AD : DE (8).

Thus, using equations (8), (7) and the value of HH' : H'A'
above found, we have

AD:BE = HH': H'M

= {HH': H'A'). (A'H': H'M)

= (AA'*: A'M*) .(AD : DM).

But AD:DE= (DM : DE). (AD : DM).

Therefore MD : DE = A A" : A 'M* (9).

And D is given, since AD= OA. Also AD : DE (being equal
to HH': H'M) is a given ratio. Therefore DE is given.

Hence the problem reduces itself to the problem of dividing
A'D into two parts at M so that

MD : (a given length) = (a given area) : A'M\

Archimedes adds: " If the problem is propounded in this
general form, it requires a Siopicr/Mos [i.e. it is necessary to
investigate the limits of possibility], but, if there be added the
conditions subsisting in the present case, it does not require a

In the present case the problem is:

Given a straight line A'A produced to D so that A'A = 2AD,
and given a point E on AD, to cut A A' in a point M so that

AA":A'M* = MD:DE.

" And the analysis and synthesis of both problems will be
given at the end*."

The synthesis of the main problem will be as follows. Let
R : 8 be the given ratio, R being less than 8. AA' being a

* See the note following this proposition.
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diameter of a great circle, and 0 the centre, produce OA to D
so that OA =AD, and divide AD in E so that

AE :ED = R : S.

Then cut A A' in M so that
MD:DE= AA'1: A'M\

Through M erect a plane perpendicular to AA'; this plane
will then divide the sphere into segments which will be to one
another as R to S.

Take H on A'A produced, and H' on AA' produced, so that
OA' + A'M : A'M = HM : MA, (1),

OA + AM :AM=H'M:MA' (2).
We have then to show that

HM : MH'=R : 8, or AE : ED.

(a) We first find the value of HH': H'A' as follows.
As was shown in the analysis (b),

HH'.H'A'=OH'\
or HH': H'A' = OH" : H'A"

= AA": A'M2

= MD : DE, by construction.
(/3) Next we have

H'A': H'M =OA:OA+AM

Therefore tfiT : H'M = (HH': H'A'). (H'A': H'M)

= (MD:DE).(AD:DM)

= AD : DE,

whence HM : Jffl"' = AE : ED

= R : S. Q. E. D.

The solution of the subsidiary problem to which the
original problem of Prop. 4 is reduced, and of which Archimedes
promises a discussion, is given in a highly interesting and
important note by Eutocius, who introduces the subject with
the following explanation.

H. A. 5
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"He [Archimedes] promised to give a solution of this
problem at the end, but we do not find the promise kept in any
of the copies. Hence we find that Dionysodorus too failed to
light upon the promised discussion and, being unable to grapple
with the omitted lemma, approached the original problem in a
different way, which I shall describe later. Diocles also ex-
pressed in his work wept irvplav the opinion that Archimedes
made the promise but did not perform it, and tried to supply
the omission himself. His attempt I shall also give in its
order. It will however be seen to have no relation to the
omitted discussion but to give, like Dionysodorus, a construction
arrived at by a different method of proof. On the other hand,
as the result of unremitting and extensive research, I found in
a certain old book some theorems discussed which, although the
reverse of clear owing to errors and in many ways faulty as
regards the figures, nevertheless gave the substance of what I
sought, and moreover to some extent kept to the Doric dialect
affected by Archimedes, while they retained the names familiar in
old usage, the parabola being called a section of a right-angled
cone, and the hyperbola a section of an obtuse-angled cone;
whence I was led to consider whether these theorems might
not in fact be what he promised he would give at the end. For
this reason I paid them the closer attention, and, after finding
great difficulty with the actual text owing to the multitude of
the mistakes above referred to, I made out the sense gradually
and now proceed to set it out, as well as I can, in more familiar
and clearer language. And first the theorem will be treated
generally, in order that what Archimedes says about the limits
of possibility may be made clear; after which there will follow
the special application to the conditions stated in his analysis
of the problem."

The investigation which follows may be thus reproduced.
The general problem is:

Given two straight lines AB, AC and an area D, to divide
AB at M so that

= D : MB\
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F

A

\ /

M \

Analysis.

Suppose M found, and suppose AC placed at right angles to
AB. Join CM and produce it. Draw EBN through B parallel
to AC meeting CM in N, and through C draw CHE parallel to
AB meeting EBN in E. Complete the parallelogram CENF,
and through M draw PMH parallel to AC meeting FN in P.

Measure EL along EN so that

CE.EL (or AB.EL) = &

Then, by hypothesis,

AM : AC = CE. EL : MB\

And

AM : AC = CE : EN,
by similar triangles,
= CE.EL:EL.EN. ° " E

It follows that PN* = MB* = EL. EN.

Hence, if a parabola be described with vertex E, axis EN, and
parameter equal to EL, it will pass through P; and it will be
given in position, since EL is given.

Therefore P lies on a given parabola.

Next, since the rectangles FH, AE are equal,

FP. PH =AB.BE.

Hence, if a rectangular hyperbola be described with CE, CF
as asymptotes and passing through B, it will pass through P.
And the hyperbola is given in position.

Therefore P lies on a given hyperbola.

Thus P is determined as the intersection of the parabola
and hyperbola. And since P is thus given, M is also given.

AM : AC = D : MB",Now, since

But AC. B is given, and it will be proved later that the maximum
value of AM. MB" is that which it assumes when BM= 2AM.

5�2
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Hence it is a necessary condition of the possibility of a
solution that AC.D must not be greater than ±AB .(%ABf, or

Synthesis.

If 0 be such a point on AB that BO = 2AO-, we have seen
that, in order that the solution may be possible,

AC. B $ AO. OB\

Thus AC. D is either equal to, or less than, AO. OB'.

(1) If A C. D = A 0. 0B\ then the point 0 itself solves the
problem.

(2) Let AC.D be less than AO. OB".

Place AC at right angles to AB. Join CO, and produce it
to R. Draw EBR through B parallel to AC meeting CO in R,
and through C draw CE parallel
to AB meeting EBR in E. Com-
plete the parallelogram CERF,
and through 0 draw QOK parallel
to AC meeting FR in Q and CE
in J5T.

Then, since

AC.J)<AO.OB\

measure RQ' along RQ so that

Q Q'

o
M \

or AO :AC = D: Q'R\

Measure EL along ER so that

D=CE.EL (or AB. EL).

Now, since AO : AC = D : Q'R\ by hypothesis,

= CE.EL:Q'R\

and AO : AC = CE : ER, by similar triangles,

= CE.EL:EL.ER,
it follows that

Q'R* = EL. ER.
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Describe a parabola with vertex E, axis EB, and parameter
equal to EL. This parabola will then pass through Q'.

Again, rect. FK = rect. AE,

or FQ.QK = AB.BE;

and, if we describe a rectangular hyperbola with asymptotes
CE, OF and passing through B, it will also pass through Q.

Let the parabola and hyperbola intersect at P, and through
P draw PMH parallel to AC meeting AB in M and CE
in if, and GPN parallel to AB meeting CF in G and ER
inN.

Then shall i f be the required point of division.

Since PG.PH = AB.BE,

rect. GM = rect. ME,

and therefore CMN is a straight line.

Thus AB.BE = PG.PH = AM.EN (1).

Again, by the property of the parabola,

PN* = EL.EN,

or 1MB2 = EL. EN (2).

From (1) and (2)

AM : EL = AB. BE : MB\

or AM.AB:AB.EL = AB.AC:MB\

Alternately,

AM .AB : AB. AC = AB.EL : MB\

or AM : AC = D : MB\

Proof Of

It remains to be proved that, if AB be divided at 0 so that
BO = 2A0, then AO. OB2 is the maximum value of AM. MB1,

or AO.OB*>AM.MB\

where M is any point on AB other than 0.
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w

Suppose that AO : AC= CE. EL' : OB

so that AO. OB* = CE. EL'. AC.

Join CO, and produce it to N;
draw EBN through B parallel
to A C, and complete the paral-
lelogram CENF.

Through 0 draw POH
parallel to AC meeting FN
in P and CJE1 in H.

With vertex i?, axis EN,
and parameter j£2/, describe
a parabola. This will pass
through P, as shown in the
analysis above, and beyond P
will meet the diameter CF of
the parabola in some point.

Next draw a rectangular
hyperbola with asymptotes CE,
CF and passing through B.
This hyperbola will also pass
through P, as shown in the
analysis.

Produce NE to T so that
TE=EN. Join TP meeting
CE in Y, and produce it to
meet CF in W. Thus TP will
touch the parabola at P.

Then, since BO = 2A0,

TP = 2PW.

And TP = 2PF.

Therefore P F = PF.

Since, then, WY between the asymptotes is bisected at P, the
point where it meets the hyperbola,

WY is a tangent to the hyperbola.

Hence the hyperbola and parabola, having a common tangent
at P, touch one another at P.
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Now take any point M on AB, and through M draw QMK
parallel to AC meeting the hyperbola in Q and CE in K.
Lastly, draw GqQR through Q parallel to AB meeting CF in G,
the parabola in q, and EN in R.

Then, since, by the property of the hyperbola, the rectangles
GK, AE are equal, CMR is a straight line.

By the property of the parabola,

so that

Suppose

and we have AM

QR2<

QRZ =

: AC =

EL'
EL
CE

.ER.

.ER,

:ER

= GE.EL : QR*

= CE.EL:MB\

or AM.MB2=GE.EL.AC.

Therefore AM. MB2 <GE.EL'.AG

<AO.OB\

If AC. B < AO. OB2, there are two solutions because there
will be two points of intersection between the parabola and the
hyperbola.

For, if we draw with vertex E and axis EN a parabola
whose parameter is equal to EL, the parabola will pass through
the point Q (see the last figure); and, since the parabola meets
the diameter CF beyond Q, it must meet the hyperbola again
(which has CF for its asymptote).

[If we put AB = a, BM=x, AC = c, and D = b2, the pro-
portion

AM : AC = D : MB2

is seen to be equivalent to the equation

x2 (a � x) = b'c,

being a cubic equation with the term containing x omitted.

Now suppose EN, EC to be axes of coordinates, EN being
the axis of y.
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Then the parabola used in the above solution is the
parabola

. &

and the rectangular hyperbola is

y(a � x) = ac.

Thus the solution of the cubic equation and the conditions
under which there are no positive solutions, or one, or two
positive solutions are obtained by the use of the two conies.]

£For the sake of completeness, and for their intrinsic interest,
the solutions of the original problem in Prop. 4 given by
Dionysodorus and Diodes are here appended.

Dionysodorus' solution.

Let AA' be a diameter of the given sphere. It is required
to find a plane cutting AA' at right angles (in a point M,
suppose) so that the segments into which the sphere is divided
are in a given ratio, as CD : DE.

Produce A'A to F so that AF= OA, where 0 is the centre
of the sphere.

Draw AH perpendicular to AA' and of such length that

= CE: ED,
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and produce AH to K so that

AK* = FA.AH (a).

With vertex F, axis FA, and parameter equal to AH
describe a parabola. This will pass through K, by the equa-
tion (a).

Draw A'K' parallel to AK and meeting the parabola in K';
and with A'F, A'K' as asymptotes describe a rectangular
hyperbola passing through H. This hyperbola will meet the
parabola at some point, as P, between K and K'.

Draw PM perpendicular to A A' meeting the great circle in
B, B', and from H, P draw HL, PR both parallel to A A' and
meeting A'K' in L, R respectively.

Then, by the property of the hyperbola,

PR.PM = AH.HL,

i.e. PM.MA' = HA.AA',

or PM : AH = AA': A'M,

and PM* : AH2 = AA'* : A'M'2.

Also, by the property of the parabola,

PM* = FM.AH,

i.e. FM : PM = PM : AH,

or FM-.AH^PM'-.AH*

= AA'* : A'M2, from above.

Thus, since circles are to one another as the squares of their
radii, the cone whose base is the circle with A'M as radius and
whose height is equal to FM, and the cone whose base is the
circle with AA' as radius and whose height is equal to AH,
have their bases and heights reciprocally proportional.

Hence the cones are equal; i.e., if we denote the first cone
by the symbol c (A'M), FM, and so on,

c (A'M), FM = c (AA'), AH.

Now c (AA'), FA : c (AA'), AH=FA: AH

= GE : ED, by construction.



74 ARCHIMEDES

Therefore

c(AA'), FA : c(A'M), FM=GE : ED (/3).

But (1) c (AA1), FA = the sphere. [I. 34]

(2) c(A'M), FM can be proved equal to the segment of
the sphere whose vertex is A' and height A'M.

For take G on AA' produced such that

GM: MA' = FM:MA

= OA+AM: AM.

Then the cone GBB' is equal to the segment A'BB' [Prop. 2].

And FM:MG = AM : MA', by hypothesis,

= BM" : A'M2.
Therefore

(circle with rad. BM) : (circle with rad. A'M)

= FM : MG,

so that c (A'M), FM = c (BM), MG

= the segment A'BB'.

We have therefore, from the equation (/3) above,

(the sphere) : (segmt. A'BB') = GE : ED,

whence (segmt. ABB) : (segmt. A'BB') = CD : DE.

Diodes' solution.

Diodes starts, like Archimedes, from the property, proved in
Prop. 2, that, if the plane of section cut a diameter AA' of the
sphere at right angles in M, and if H, H' be taken on OA, OA'
produced respectively so that

OA' + A'M : A'M = EM : MA,

OA + AM:AM= H'M: MA',

then the cones HBB', H'BB' are respectively equal to the
segments ABB', A'BB'.
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Then, drawing the inference that
HA :AM=OA':A'M,

H'A' :A'M=OA :AM,

he proceeds to state the problem in the following form, slightly
generalising it by the substitution of any given straight line for
OA or OA':

Given a straight line AA', its extremities A, A', a ratio G: D,
and another straight line as AK, to divide AA' at M and to find
two points H, H' on A'A and A A' produced respectively so that
the following relations may hold simultaneously,

G:D = HM : MH'

HA :AM=AK:A'M

H'A' : A'M = AK : AM

�(«),

�(7)-

Analysis.

Suppose the problem solved and the points M, H, H' all
found.

Place AK at right angles to AA', and draw A'K' parallel
and equal to AK. Join KM, K'M, and produce them to meet
K'A', KA respectively in E, F. Join KK', draw EG through
E parallel to A'A meeting KF in G, and through M draw QMN
parallel to AK meeting EG in Q and KK' in N.

Now HA : AM = A'K' : A'M, by (/3),
= FA : AM, by similar triangles,

whence HA � FA.
Similarly H'A' = A'E.
Next,
FA + AM : A'K' + A'M = AM: A'M

= AK + AM : EA' + A'M, by similar triangles.
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Therefore

{FA + AM). (EA' + A'M) = (KA + AM). (K'A' + A'M).

Take AR along AH and A'R' along A'H' such that

AR = A'R' = AK.

Then, since FA + AM = HM, EA' + A'M = MH\ we have

HM.MH' = RM.MR' (8).
(Thus, if R falls between A and H, R' falls on the side of H'
remote from A', and vice versa.)

P'

F

G

R

P

A

(/

xX
\M /

K / H

- ^ \

/ |

0 : D = .ffilf: MH', by hypothesis,Now

= RM.MR' : MHn, by (S).

Measure ilfF along JkTiV so that MV=A'M. Join ^ ' F and
produce it both ways. Draw RP, R'P' perpendicular to RR'
meeting A' V produced in P, P' respectively. Then, the angle
MA'V being half a right angle, PP' is given in position, and,
since R, R' are given, so are P, P'.

And, by parallels,
P'V:PV=R'M:MR.
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Therefore PV .P'V: PV2 = RM. MR' : RM2.

But PVZ = 2RM2.

Therefore PV.P'V= 2RM. MR'.

And it was shown that

RM.MR' :MH'2 = G:D.

Hence PV. P'V : MH'2 = 20 : D.

But MH' = ̂ i'if + A'E = VM + MQ = QV.

Therefore QV-.PV.P'V = D : 2(7, a given ratio.

Thus, if we take a line p such that

and if we describe an ellipse with PP' as a diameter and p as
the corresponding parameter [= DD'*/PP' in the ordinary
notation of geometrical conies], and such that the ordinates to
PP' are inclined to it at an angle equal to half a right angle,
i.e. are parallel to QV or AK, then the ellipse will pass
through Q.

Hence Q lies on an ellipse given in position.

Again, since EK is a diagonal of the parallelogram OK',

GQ.QN=AA'.A'K'.

If therefore a rectangular hyperbola be described with KG,
KK' as asymptotes and passing through A', it will also pass
through Q.

Hence Q lies on a given rectangular hyperbola.

Thus Q is determined as the intersection of a given ellipse

* There is a mistake in the Greek text here which seems to have escaped the
notice of all the editors up to the present. The words are iap apa Troiijo-u/ieK, us
rfv A irpbs T\]V $nr\a<rlav TTJS T, OBTWS TT\V TT wpbs aXXr/v nvd as rty $ , i.e. (with
the lettering above) " If we take a length p such that D : 2C = PP' : p." This
cannot be right, because we should then have

QV2: PV.P'V=PP' :p,
whereas the two latter terms should be reversed, the correct property of the
ellipse being

QV2 : PV.P'V=p : PP'. [Apollonius I. 21]
The mistake would appear to have originated as far back as Eutocius, but I

think that Eutocius is more likely to have made the slip than Diodes himself,
because any intelligent mathematician would be more likely to make such a slip
in writing out another man's work than to overlook it if made by another.
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and a given hyperbola, and is therefore given. Thus M is
given, and H, H' can at once be found.

Synthesis.

Place AA', AK at right angles, draw A'K' parallel and
equal to AK, and join KK'.

Make AR (measured along A'A produced) and A'R'
(measured along AA' produced) each equal to AK, and
through R, R' draw perpendiculars to RR'.

Then through A' draw PP' making an angle (AA'P) with
A A' equal to half a right angle and meeting the perpendiculars
just drawn in P, P' respectively.

Take a length p such that

D :2C = p :PP'*,

and with PP' as diameter and p as the corresponding parameter
describe an ellipse such that the ordinates to PP' are inclined
to it at an angle equal to AA'P, i.e. are parallel to AK.

With asymptotes KA, KK' draw a rectangular hyperbola
passing through A'.

Let the hyperbola and ellipse meet in Q, and from Q draw
QMVN perpendicular to AA' meeting AA' in M, PP' in V
and KK' in N. Also draw GQE parallel to A A' meeting AK,
A'K' respectively in G, E.

Produce KA, K'M to meet in F.

Then, from the property of the hyperbola,

GQ.QN=AA'.A'K',

and, since these rectangles are equal, KME is a straight line.

Measure AH along AR equal to AF, and A'H' along A'R'
equal to A'E.

From the property of the ellipse,

QV*:PV.P'V=p:PP'

= D:W.

* Here too the Greek text repeats the same error as that noted on p. 77.



ON THE SPHERE AND CYLINDER II. 79

And, by parallels,

PV:P'V=RM:R'M,

or PV.P'V-.P'V'^RM.MR':R'M\

while P'V*=2R'M\ since the angle RA'P is half a right
angle.

Therefore PV.P'V= 2RM. MR',

whence QV1: 2RM. MR' = D:2C.

But QV=EA' + A'M=MH'.

Therefore RM.MR': MHn = C:D.

Again, by similar triangles,

FA + AM: K'A' + A'M = AM : A'M

= KA + AM : EA' + A'M.
Therefore

(FA +AM). (EA' + A'M) = (KA + AM). (K'A' + A'M)

or HM.MH' = RM.MR'.

It follows that

HM.MH':MH'* = C:D,

or HM:MH'=C:D (a).

Also HA : AM = FA : AM,

= A'K': A'M, by similar

triangles... (/3),
and H'A': A'M= EA': A'M

= AK:AM (7).

Hence the points M, H, H' satisfy the three given
relations.]

Proposition 5. (Problem.)

To construct a segment of a sphere similar to one segment
and equal in volume to another.

Let ABB' be one segment whose vertex is A and whose
base is the circle on BB' as diameter; and let DEF be another
segment whose vertex is D and whose base is the circle on EF
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as diameter. Let AA', DD' be diameters of the great circles
passing through BB', EF respectively, and let 0, C be the
respective centres of the spheres.

Suppose it required to draw a segment similar to DEF and
equal in volume to ABB'.

Analysis. Suppose the problem solved, and let def be the
required segment, d being the vertex and ef the diameter of
the base. Let dd' be the diameter of the sphere which bisects
ef at right angles, c the centre of the sphere.

Let M, G, g be the points where BB', EF, ef are bisected
at right angles by AA', DD', dd' respectively, and produce 0A,
CD, cd respectively to H, K, k, so that

OA' + A'M: A'M = HM : MA\

CD' + D'G:D'G = KG:GD

cd' + d'g :d'g = kg:gd

and suppose cones formed with vertices H, K, k and with the
same bases as the respective segments. The cones will then be
equal to the segments respectively [Prop. 2].

Therefore, by hypothesis,

the cone HBB' = the cone kef.
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Hence

(circle on diameter BB') : (circle on diameter ef) = kg : HM,

so that BB'-: ef = kg: HM (1).

But, since the segments DEF, def are similar, so are the
cones KEF, kef.

Therefore KG:EF= kg: ef.

And the ratio KG : EF is given. Therefore the ratio kg : ef
is given.

Suppose a length R taken such that

kg:ef=HM:R (2).
Thus R is given.

Again, since kg : HM=BB'*: ef = ef:R, by (1) and (2),

suppose a length 8 taken such that

ef = BB'.8,

or BB'2:ef = BB':8.

Thus BB':ef=ef:S = S: R,

and ef, 8 are two mean proportionals in continued proportion
between BB', R.

Synthesis. Let ABB', DEF be great circles, AA', DD'
the diameters bisecting BB', EF at right angles in M, G
respectively, and 0, C the centres.

Take H, K in the same way as before, and construct the
cones HBB', KEF, which are therefore equal to the respective
segments ABB', DEF.

Let R be a straight line such that

KG:EF=HM:R,

and between BB', R take two mean proportionals ef, 8.

On e/as base describe a segment of a circle with vertex d
and similar to the segment of a circle DEF. Complete the
circle, and let dd' be the diameter through d, and c the centre.
Conceive a sphere constructed of which def is a great circle,
and through ef draw a plane at right angles to dd'.

H. A. 6
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Then shall def be the required segment of a sphere.

For the segments DEF, def of the spheres are similar, like
the circular segments DEF, def.

Produce cd to k so that

cd' + d'g : d'g = kg : gd.

The cones KEF, kef are then similar.

Therefore kg : ef=KG:EF= HM: R,

whence kg: HM = ef:R.

But, since BB', ef S, R are in continued proportion,

BB'2:ef2 = BB':S

= ef:R
= kg:HM.

Thus the bases of the cones HBB', kef are reciprocally
proportional to their heights. The cones are therefore equal,
and def is the segment required, being equal in volume to the
cone kef. [Prop. 2]

Proposition 6. (Problem.)

Given two segments of spheres, to find a third segment of a
sphere similar to one of the given segments and having its
surface equal to that of the other.

Let ABB' be the segment to whose surface the surface of
the required segment is to be equal, ABA'B' the great circle
whose plane cuts the plane of the base of the segment ABB' at
right angles in BB'. Let A A' be the diameter which bisects
BB' at right angles.

Let DEF be the segment to which the required segment
is to be similar, DED'F the great circle cutting the base of the
segment at right angles in EF. Let DD' be the diameter
bisecting EF at right angles in G.

Suppose the problem solved, def being a segment similar
to DEF and having its surface equal to that of ABB'; and
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complete the figure for def as for DEF, corresponding points
being denoted by small and capital letters respectively.

A'

Join AB, DF, df

Now, since the surfaces of the segments def, ABB' are equal,
so are the circles on df, AB as diameters; [I. 42, 43]

that is, df= AB.

From the similarity of the segments DEF, def we obtain

d'd : dg = D'D : DO,

and dg :df=DG:DF;

whence d'd : df= D'D : DF,

or d'd : AB = D'D : DF.

But AB, D'D, DF are all given;

therefore d'd is given.

Accordingly the synthesis is as follows.

Take d'd such that

d'd : AB = D'D : DF. (1).

Describe a circle on d'd as diameter, and conceive a sphere
constructed of which this circle is a great circle.

6�2
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Divide d'd at g so that
d'g : gd = D'G : GD,

and draw through g a plane perpendicular to d'd cutting off
the segment def of the sphere and intersecting the plane of the
great circle in ef. The segments def, DEF are thus similar,
and dg : df= DG : DF.

But from above, componendo,
d'd : dg = D'D : DG.

Therefore, ex aequali, d'd : df= D'D : DF,
whence, by (1), df= AB.

Therefore the segment def has its surface equal to the
surface of the segment ABB' [I. 42, 43], while it is also similar
to the segment DEF.

Proposition 7. (Problem.)

From a given sphere to cut off a segment by a plane so that
the segment may have a given ratio to the cone which has the same
base as the segment and equal height.

Let AA' be the diameter of a great circle of the sphere.
It is required to draw a plane at right angles to AA' cutting
off a segment, as ABB', such that the segment ABB' has to
the cone ABB' a given ratio.

Analysis.
Suppose the problem solved, and let the plane of section

cut the plane of the great circle in BB', and the diameter
AA' in M. Let 0 be the centre of the sphere.

- F

Produce 0A to H so that
OA' + A'M : A'M=HM : MA. .(1).
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Thus the cone HBB' is equal to the segment ABB'. [Prop. 2]

Therefore the given ratio must be equal to the ratio of the
cone HBB' to the cone ABB', i.e. to the ratio HM: MA.

Hence the ratio OA' + A'M : A'M is given; and therefore
A'M is given.

Now OA' : A'M > OA' : A'A,

so that OA' + A'M: A'M > OA' + A'A : A'A

> 3 : 2 .

Thus, in order that a solution may be possible, it is a
necessary condition that the given ratio must be greater than
3 : 2.

The synthesis proceeds thus.

Let AA' be a diameter of a great circle of the sphere, 0 the
centre.

Take a line DE, and a point F on it, such that DE : EF is
equal to the given ratio, being greater than 3 : 2.

Now, since OA' + A'A : A'A = 3 : 2,

DE: EF>0A' + A'A : A'A,

so that DF:FE> OA': A'A.

Hence a point M can be found on AA' such that

DF:FE=0A' : A'M. (2).

Through M draw a plane at right angles to AA' intersecting
the plane of the great circle in BB', and cutting off from the
sphere the segment ABB'.

As before, take H on OA produced such that

OA' + A'M : A'M = HM : MA.

Therefore HM: MA = DE: EF, by means of (2).

It follows that the cone HBB', or the segment ABB', is to
the cone ABB' in the given ratio DE: EF.
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Proposition 8.

If a sphere be cut by a plane not passing through the centre
into two segments A'BB', ABB', of which A'BB' is the greater,
then the ratio

(segmt. A'BB'): (segmt. ABB')
< (surface of A'BB'f : (surface of ABBJ

but > (surface of A'BB')l: (surface of ABB'f*.
Let the plane of section cut a great circle A'BAB' at right

angles in BB', and let A A' be the diameter bisecting BB' at
right angles in M.

Let 0 be the centre of the sphere.
Join A'B, AB.

B'

As usual, take H on OA produced, and H' on OA' produced,
so that

OA' + A'M:A'M=HM:MA (1),

OA+AM:AM=H'M:MA' (2),

and conceive cones drawn each with the same base as the two
segments and with apices H, H' respectively. The cones are
then respectively equal to the segments [Prop. 2], and they
are in the ratio of their heights KM, H'M.

Also

(surface of A'BB') : (surface of ABB') = A'W : AB1 [I. 42, 43]

= A'M:AM.

* This is expressed in Archimedes' phrase by saying that the greater seg-
ment has to the lesser a ratio "less than the duplicate (dnr\dunov) of that which
the surface of the greater segment has to the surface of the lesser, but greater
than the sesquialterate (riiuokiov) [of that ratio]."
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We have therefore to prove

(a) that H'M : MH < A'M2: MA2,

(b) that H'M: MH > A'M§ : MAI

(a) From (2) above,

A'M: AM = H'M: OA+AM

= H'A' : OA', since OA = OA'.

Since A'M> AM, H'A' > OA'; therefore, if we take K on
H'A' so that OA' = A'K, K will fall between H' and A'.

And, by (1), A'M : AM= KM : MH.

Thus KM:MH = H'A' : A'K, since A'K =0A',

> H'M: MK.

Therefore H'M. MH < KM\

It follows that

H'M. MH : MH* < KM" : MH\

or H'M : MH < KM2 : MH'

< A'M* : AM2, by (1).

(b) Since OA' = OA,

A'M.MA<A'O.OA,

or A'M : OA'< OA : AM

< H'A': A'M, by means of (2).

Therefore A'M2 < H'A'. OA'

< H'A'. A'K.

Take a point N on A'A such that

A'N2 = H'A'.A'K

Thus H'A' :A'K = A'N2:A'Ki (3).

Also H'A': A'N = A'JSf: A'K,

and, componendo,

H'N:A'N=NK:A'K,

whence A'N2: A'K2 = H'N2: NK\
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Therefore, by (3),

Now H'M: MK > H'N: NK.

Therefore H'M2: MK*>HA': A'K

> H'A' � OA'

> A'M: MA, by (2), as above,

>OA' + A'M :MH, by(l),

>KM:MH.

Hence H'M*: MHl = {H'M*: MK*). (KM2: MH1)

> (KM : MH). (KM2: MH*).
It follows that

[The text of Archimedes adds an alternative proof of this
proposition, which is here omitted because it is in fact neither
clearer nor shorter than the above.]

Proposition 9.

Of all segments of spheres which have equal surfaces the
hemisphere is the greatest in volume.

Let ABA'B' be a great circle of a sphere, A A' being
a diameter, and 0 the centre. Let the sphere be cut by
a plane, not passing through 0, perpendicular to AA' (at M),
and intersecting the plane of the great circle in BB'. The
segment ABB' may then be either less than a hemisphere as
in Fig. 1, or greater than a hemisphere as in Fig. 2.

Let DED'E' be a great circle of another sphere, DD'
being a diameter and C the centre. Let the sphere be cut by
a plane through C perpendicular to DD' and intersecting the
plane of the great circle in the diameter EE'.
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Suppose the surfaces of the segment ABB' and of the
hemisphere DEE' to be equal.

Since the surfaces are equal, AB = DE.

Now, in Fig. 1, AB* > 2AM" and < 2A0\

and, in Fig. 2, AB* < 2AM2 and > 2A02.

Hence, if R be taken on AA' such that

[I. 42, 43]

R will fall between 0 and M.

Also, since AB2 = DE\ AR = CD.

Produce OA' to K so that OA' = A'K, and produce A'A to
H so that

A'K: A'M = HA:AM,

or, componendo, A'K+A'M: A'M=HM: MA (1).

Thus the cone HBB' is equal to the segment ABB'.
[Prop. 2]

Again, produce CD to F so that CD = DF, and the cone
FEE' will be equal to the hemisphere DEE'. [Prop. 2]

Now AR.RA'>AM.MA',

and ^ E 2 = ^ 5 2 = i^lJf. AA' = AM.A'K.
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Hence

AR. RA' + RA* > AM. MA' + AM. A'K,

or AA'.AR>AM.MK

>HM.A'M, by (1).

Therefore A A' : A'M > HM: AR,

or AB*: BM* > HM : AR,

i.e. AR3: BM* > HM: 2AR, since AR- = 2AR\

> HM: CF.

Thus, since AR = CD, or GE,

(circle on diam. EE') : (circle on diam. BB') > HM : CF.

It follows that
(the cone FEE') > (the cone HBB'),

and therefore the hemisphere BEE' is greater in volume than
the segment ABB'.



MEASUKEMENT OF A CIECLE.

Proposition 1.

The area of any circle is equal to a right-angled triangle in
which one of the sides about the right angle is equal to the radius,
and the other to the circumference, of the circle.

Let ABGD be the given circle, K the triangle described.

\
B

<
X
1}
c

Then, if the circle is not equal to K, it must be either
greater or less.

I. If possible, let the circle be greater than K.
Inscribe a square ABGD, bisect the arcs AB, BG, CD, DA,

then bisect (if necessary) the halves, and so on, until the sides
of the inscribed polygon whose angular points are the points of
division subtend segments whose sum is less than the excess of
the area of the circle over K.
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Thus the area of the polygon is greater than K.

Let AE be any side of it, and ON the perpendicular on AE
from the centre 0.

Then ON is less than the radius of the circle and therefore
less than one of the sides about the right angle in K. Also the
perimeter of the polygon is less than the circumference of the
circle, i.e. less than the other side about the right angle in K.

Therefore the area of the polygon is less than K; which is
inconsistent with the hypothesis.

Thus the area of the circle is not greater than K.

II. If possible, let the circle be less than K.

Circumscribe a square, and let two adjacent sides, touching
the circle in E, H, meet in T. Bisect the arcs between adjacent
points of contact and draw the tangents at the points of
bisection. Let A be the middle point of the arc EH, and FAG
the tangent at A.

Then the angle TAG is a right angle.

Therefore TG > GA

>GH.

It follows that the triangle FTG is greater than half the area
TEAR.

Similarly, if the arc AH be bisected and the tangent at the
point of bisection be drawn, it will cut off from the area GAR
more than one-half.

Thus, by continuing the process, we shall ultimately arrive
at a circumscribed polygon such that the spaces intercepted
between it and the circle are together less than the excess of
K over the area of the circle.

Thus the area of the polygon will be less than K.

Now, since the perpendicular from 0 on any side of the
polygon is equal to the radius of the circle, while the perimeter
of the polygon is greater than the circumference of the circle,
it follows that the area of the polygon is greater than the
triangle K; which is impossible.



MEASUREMENT OF A CIKCLE. 93

Therefore the area of the circle is not less than K.
Since then the area of the circle is neither greater nor less

than K, it is equal to it.

Proposition 2 .

The area of a circle is to the square on its diameter as 11
to 14.

[The text of this proposition is not satisfactory, and Archi-
medes cannot have placed it before Proposition 3, as the
approximation depends upon the result of that proposition,]

Proposition 3 .

The ratio of the circumference of any circle to its diameter
is less than 3f but greater than 3 ^ .

[In view of the interesting questions arising out of the
arithmetical content of this proposition of Archimedes, it is
necessary, in reproducing it, to distinguish carefully the actual
steps set out in the text as we have it from the intermediate
steps (mostly supplied by Eutocius) which it is convenient to
put in for the purpose of making the proof easier to follow.
Accordingly all the steps not actually appearing in the text
have been enclosed in square brackets, in order that it may be
clearly seen how far Archimedes omits actual calculations and
only gives results. It will be observed that he gives two
fractional approximations to */3 (one being less and the other
greater than the real value) without any explanation as to how
he arrived at them; and in like manner approximations to the
square roots of several large numbers which are not complete
squares are merely stated. These various approximations and
the machinery of Greek arithmetic in general will be found
discussed in the Introduction, Chapter IV.]

I. Let AB be the diameter of any circle, 0 its centre, AC
the tangent at A; and let the angle AOC be one-third of a
right angle.
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Then OA :AC[=*J'S : 1]>265 : 153 (1),
and OC: 04 [=2 : l ] = 306 : 153 (2).

First, draw OD bisecting the angle AOG and meeting AC
inD.

so that

Now CO:OA = CD: DA,

[CO +OA:OA = GA: DA, or]

CO + OA :CA = OA : AD.

Therefore [by (1) and (2)]

OA :AD>571 : 153

Hence OD": AD2 [= (OA* + AD2) : AD"

>(57la+1532):1532]

> 349450 : 23409,

so that OD : DA>o91$ : 153

[Eucl. VI. 3]

(3).

(4).

Secondly, let OE bisect the angle A OD, meeting AD in E.

[Then DO :0A=DE: EA,

so that DO + OA : DA = OA : AE.]

Therefore OA : AE[> (591$ + 571) : 153, by (3) and (4)]

: 153 (5).
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[It follows that

OE*: EA* > {(H62^)2 +1532} : 1532

> (1350534|f+23409) : 23409

> 1373943f| : 23409.]

Thus OE : EA > 1172£ : 153 (6).

Thirdly, let OF bisect the angle AOE and meet AE in F.

We thus obtain the result [corresponding to (3) and (5)
above] that

OA : AF[> (11621 +1172£) : 153]

>2334£: 153 (7).

[Therefore OF2: FA* > {(2334£)2 +1532} : 153*

> 5472132TV : 23409.]

Thus OF : FA > 2339| : 153 (8).

Fourthly, let 00 bisect the angle AOF, meeting AF in G.

We have then

OA : AO [> (2334J + 2339J) : 153, by means of (7) and (8)]

>4673£: 153.
Now the angle AOC, which is one-third of a right angle,

has been bisected four times, and it follows that

Z A OG = JH (a right angle).

Make the angle A OH on the other side of OA equal to the
angle AOG, and let GA produced meet OH in H.

Then zG0H = -fa (a right angle).

Thus OH is one side of a regular polygon of 96 sides cir-
cumscribed to the given circle.

And, since OA : AO > 4673£ : 153,

while AB = 20A, GH=2AG,

it follows that

AB : (perimeter of polygon of 96 sides) [> 4673J : 153 x 96]

>4673J : 14688.
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14688 _ _66
4673£ +4673_

3+
+ 46724

<3f
Therefore the circumference of the circle (being less than

the perimeter of the polygon) is a fortiori less than 3f times
the diameter AB.

II. Next let AB be the diameter of a circle, and let AC,
meeting the circle in G, make the angle GAB equal to one-third
of a right angle. Join BG.

Then AC : GB [= V3 : 1] < 1351 : 780.

First, let AD bisect the angle BAC and meet BC in d and
the circle in D. Join BD.

Then zBAD=ZdAC

= Z dBD,

and the angles at D, C are both right angles.

It follows that the triangles ADB, [ACd], BDd are similar.

or

B 1

Therefore

o

AD:DB=BD
[=AG
= AB

:Dd
: Cd]
:Bd

=AB+AG:
= AB

BA + AC:BC=:AD
+ AC:
:DB.

Bd-\
BC

7 - ^ | |

A

[Eucl. VI. 3]
-Gd
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[But AC :CB< 1351 : 780, from above,

while BA: £ 0 = 2 : 1

= 1560 : 780.]

Therefore AD:DB<2911 : 780 (1).

[Hence AB*: BD* < (29112 + 780s) : 780*

< 9082321 : 608400.]

Thus AB:BD< 3013f : 780 (2).

Secondly, let AE bisect the angle BAD, meeting the circle
in E; and let BE be joined.

Then we prove, in the same way as before, that

AE:EB[=BA + AD:BD

< (3013f + 2911) : 780, by (1) and (2)]

< 5924f : 780

< 5924| x T% : 780 x ^

<1823 : 240 (3).

[Hence AB* : BE* < (18232 + 2402) : 2402

< 3380929 : 57600.]
Therefore AB : BE < 1838^-: 240 (4).

Thirdly, let AF bisect the angle BAE, meeting the circle
in F.

Thus AF:FB[=BA+AE:BE

< 3661^ : 240, by (3) and (4)]

< 3661T
9
T x ±£ : 240 x ^

<1007 :66 (5).

[It follows that

AB2 : BF < (10072 + 662) : 66*

< 1018405 :4356.]
Therefore AB : BF< 1009£ : 66 (6).

Fourthly, let the angle BAF be bisected by AG meeting the
circle in G.

Then AG : GB [= BA + AF : BF]

< 2016| : 66, by (5) and (6).

H. A. 7
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[And AB> : BG' < {(2016£)2 + 662} : 662

< 40692845V : 4356.]

Therefore AB : BG < 2017J : 66,
whence BG : AB > 66 : 2017J (7).

[Now the angle BAG which is the result of the fourth bisection
of the angle BAG, or of one-third of a right angle, is equal to
one-fortyeighth of a right angle.

Thus the angle subtended by BG at the centre is
�fa (a right angle).]

Therefore BG is a side of a regular inscribed polygon of 96
sides.

It follows from (7) that

(perimeter of polygon) : AB [> 96 x 66 : 2017A]

>6336 : 2017J.
A J 6 3 3 6 oil)

A n d 20I7J > *�* �
Much more then is the circumference of the circle greater than
3^- times the diameter.

Thus the ratio of the circumference to the diameter

< 3f but > 3-ff



ON CONOIDS AND SPHEROIDS.

Introduction*.

"ARCHIMEDES to Dositheus greeting.

In this book I have set forth and send you the proofs of the
remaining theorems not included in what I sent you before, and
also of some others discovered later which, though I had often
tried to investigate them previously, I had failed to arrive at
because I found their discovery attended with some difficulty.
And this is why even the propositions themselves were not
published with the rest. But afterwards, when I had studied
them with greater care, I discovered what I had failed in
before.

Now the remainder of the earlier theorems were propositions
concerning the right-angled conoid [paraboloid of revolution];
but the discoveries which I have now added relate to an obtuse-
angled conoid [hyperboloid of revolution] and to spheroidal
figures, some of which I call oblong (jrapaf^dicea) and others flat

I. Concerning the right-angled conoid it was laid down
that, if a section of a right-angled cone [a parabola] be made to
revolve about the diameter [axis] which remains fixed and

* The whole of this introductory matter, including the definitions, is trans-
lated literally from the Greek text in order that the terminology of Archimedes
may be faithfully represented. When this has once been set out, nothing will
be lost by returning to modern phraseology and notation. These will accordingly
be employed, as usual, when we come to the actual propositions of the treatise.

7�2
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return to the position from which it started, the figure compre-
hended by the section of the right-angled cone is called a right-
angled conoid, and the diameter which has remained fixed
is called its axis, while its vertex is the point in which the
axis meets (aTrrerai) the surface of the conoid. And if a plane
touch the right-angled conoid, and another plane drawn parallel
to the tangent plane cut off a segment of the conoid, the base
of the segment cut off is defined as the portion intercepted by
the section of the conoid on the cutting plane, the vertex
[of the segment] as the point in which the first plane touches
the conoid, and the axis [of the segment] as the portion cut
off within the segment from the line drawn through the vertex
of the segment parallel to the axis of the conoid.

The questions propounded for consideration were

(1) why, if a segment of the right-angled conoid be cut off
by a plane at right angles to the axis, will the segment so cut
off be half as large again as the cone which has the same base
as the segment and the same axis, and

(2) why, if two segments be cut off from the right-angled
conoid by planes drawn in any manner, will the segments so cut
off have to one another the duplicate ratio of their axes.

II. Respecting the obtuse-angled conoid we lay down the
following premisses. If there be in a plane a section of an
obtuse-angled cone [a hyperbola], its diameter [axis], and the
nearest lines to the section of the obtuse-angled cone [i.e. the
asymptotes of the hyperbola], and if, the diameter [axis]
remaining fixed, the plane containing the aforesaid lines be
made to revolve about it and return to the position from which
it started, the nearest lines to the section of the obtuse-angled
cone [the asymptotes] will clearly comprehend an isosceles cone
whose vertex will be the point of concourse of the nearest lines
and whose axis will be the diameter [axis] which has remained
fixed. The figure comprehended by the section of the obtuse-
angled cone is called an obtuse-angled conoid [hyperboloid of
revolution], its axis is the diameter which has remained fixed,
and its vertex the point in which the axis meets the surface
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of the conoid. The cone comprehended by the nearest lines to
the section of the obtuse-angled cone is called [the cone]
enveloping the conoid (irepiextov TO «<»i>oet8e?), and the
straight line between the vertex of the conoid and the vertex
of the cone enveloping the conoid is called [the line] adjacent
to the axis (-rroTeovo-a T&> &%OVI). And if a plane touch the
obtuse-angled conoid, and another plane drawn parallel to the
tangent plane cut off a segment of the conoid, the base of
the segment so cut off is denned as the portion intercepted by
the section of the conoid on the cutting plane, the vertex [of
the segment] as the point of contact of the plane which touches
the conoid, the axis [of the segment] as the portion cut off
within the segment from the line drawn through the vertex of
the segment and the vertex of the cone enveloping the conoid;
and the straight line between the said vertices is called
adjacent to the axis.

Right-angled conoids are all similar; but of obtuse-angled
conoids let those be called similar in which the cones enveloping
the conoids are similar.

The following questions are propounded for consideration,

(1) why, if a segment be cut off from the obtuse-angled
conoid by a plane at right angles to the axis, the segment so
cut off has to the cone which has the same base as the segment
and the same axis the ratio which the line equal to the sum
of the axis of the segment and three times the line adjacent
to the axis bears to the line equal to the sum of the axis of
the segment and twice the line adjacent to the axis, and

(2) why, if a segment of the obtuse-angled conoid be cut
off by a plane not at right angles to the axis, the segment so
cut off will bear to the figure which has the same base as
the segment and the same axis, being a segment of a cone*
{airoTfiafna KWVOV), the ratio whiph the line equal to the sum
of the axis of the segment and three times the line adjacent
to the axis bears to the line equal to the sum of the axis of the
segment and twice the line adjacent to the axis.

* A segment of a cone ia defined later (p. 104).
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III. Concerning spheroidal figures we lay down the follow-
ing premisses. If a section of an acute-angled cone [ellipse] be
made to revolve about the greater diameter [major axis] which
remains fixed and return to the position from which it started,
the figure comprehended by the section of the acute-angled
cone is called an oblong spheroid (Trapa/Aa/cei; cn^atpoetSe?).
But if the section of the acute-angled cone revolve about the
lesser diameter [minor axis] which remains fixed and return
to the position from which it started, the figure comprehended
by the section of the acute-angled cone is called a flat spheroid
(eVt7r\aTi) crQaipoeiSes). In either of the spheroids the axis
is defined as the diameter [axis] which has remained fixed, the
vertex as the point in which the axis meets the surface of the
spheroid, the centre as the middle point of the axis, and the
diameter as the line drawn through the centre at right angles
to the axis. And, if parallel planes touch, without cutting,
either of the spheroidal figures, and if another plane be drawn
parallel to the tangent planes and cutting the spheroid, the
base of the resulting segments is defined as the portion inter-
cepted by the section of the spheroid on the cutting plane, their
vertices as the points in which the parallel planes touch the
spheroid, and their axes as the portions cut off within the
segments from the straight line joining their vertices. And
that the planes touching the spheroid meet its surface at one
point only, and that the straight line joining the points of
contact passes through the centre of the spheroid, we shall
prove. Those spheroidal figures are called similar in which
the axes have the same ratio to the 'diameters.' And let
segments of spheroidal figures and conoids be called similar if
they are cut off from similar figures and have their bases
similar, while their axes, being either at right angles to the
planes of the bases or making equal angles with the corre-
sponding diameters [axes] of the bases, have the same ratio
to one another as the corresponding diameters [axes] of the
bases.

The following questions about spheroids are propounded for
consideration,

(1) why, if one of the spheroidal figures be cut by a plane
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through the centre at right angles to the axis, each of the
resulting segments �will be double of the cone having the same
base as the segment and the same axis; while, if the plane of
section be at right angles to the axis without passing through
the centre, (a) the greater of the resulting segments will bear
to the cone which has the same base as the segment and the
same axis the ratio which the line equal to the sum of half the
straight line which is the axis of the spheroid and the axis of
the lesser segment bears to the axis of the lesser segment, and
(6) the lesser segment bears to the cone which has the same
base as the segment and the same axis the ratio which the line
equal to the sum of half the straight line which is the axis
of the spheroid and the axis of the greater segment bears to the
axis of the greater segment;

(2) why, if one of the spheroids be cut by a plane passing
through the centre but not at right angles to the axis, each of
the resulting segments will be double of the figure having the
same base as the segment and the same axis and consisting of a
segment of a cone*.

(3) But, if the plane cutting the spheroid be neither
through the centre nor at right angles to the axis, (a) the
greater of the resulting segments will have to the figure
which has the same base as the segment and the same axis
the ratio which the line equal to the sum of half the line
joining the vertices of the segments and the axis of the lesser
segment bears to the axis of the lesser segment, and (6) the
lesser segment will have to the figure with the same base
as the segment and the same axis the ratio which the line
equal to the sum of half the line joining the vertices of the
segments and the axis of the greater segment bears to the axis
of the greater segment. And the figure referred to is in these
cases also a segment of a cone*.

When the aforesaid theorems are proved, there are dis-
covered by means of them many theorems and problems.

Such, for example, are the theorems
(1) that similar spheroids and similar segments both of

* See the definition of a segment of a cone (ajro7yta/t*a Kibvov) on p. 104.
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spheroidal figures and conoids have to one another the triplicate
ratio of their axes, and

(2) that in equal spheroidal figures the squares on the
' diameters' are reciprocally proportional to the axes, and, if in
spheroidal figures the squares on the' diameters' are reciprocally
proportional to the axes, the spheroids are equal.

Such also is the problem, From a given spheroidal figure
or conoid to cut off a segment by a plane drawn parallel to a
given plane so that the segment cut off is equal to a given cone
or cylinder or to a given sphere.

After prefixing therefore the theorems and directions (e7rt-
Tayfiara) which are necessary for the proof of them, I will
then proceed to expound the propositions themselves to you.
Farewell.

DEFINITIONS.

If a cone be cut by a plane meeting all the sides [generators]
of the cone, the section will be either a circle or a section of an
acute-angled cone [an ellipse]. If then the section be a circle,
it is clear that the segment cut off from the cone towards the
same parts as the vertex of the cone will be a cone. But, if
the section be a section of an acute-angled cone [an ellipse], let
the figure cut off from the cone towards the same parts as the
vertex of the cone be called a segment of a cone. Let the
base of the segment be defined as the plane comprehended by
the section of the acute-angled cone, its vertex as the point
which is also the vertex of the cone, and its axis as the straight
line joining the vertex of the cone to the centre of the section
of the acute-angled cone.

And if a cylinder be cut by two parallel planes meeting all
the sides [generators] of the cylinder, the sections will be either
circles or sections of acute-angled cones [ellipses] equal and
similar to one another. If then the sections be circles, it is
clear that the figure cut off from the cylinder between the
parallel planes will be a cylinder. But, if the sections be
sections of acute-angled cones [ellipses], let the figure cut off
from the cylinder between the parallel planes be called a
frustum (TO/J,O<;) of a cylinder. And let the bases of the
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frustum be defined as the planes comprehended by the sections
of the acute-angled cones [ellipses], and the axis as the straight
line joining the centres of the sections of the acute-angled
cones, so that the axis will be in the same straight line with
the axis of the cylinder."

Lemma.

If in an ascending arithmetical progression consisting of the
magnitudes Alt A%, ... An the common difference be equal to the
least term Alt then

n.An<2(A1 + At+...+An),
and >2(A1 + Ai+ ...+ An^).

[The proof of this is given incidentally in the treatise On
Spirals, Prop. 11. By placing lines side by side to represent
the terms of the progression and then producing each so as to
make it equal to the greatest term, Archimedes gives the
equivalent of the following proof.

If 8n = Ax + At+...+An^ + An,
we have also Sn = An + J.n_x + -4n_2 + ... + Ax.
A n d Jii -f- ^lw_j = -A2 ~i~ -"-n�2 ~ � � � == -"ji1

Therefore 28n = (n +1) An,
whence n.An<2Sn,
and n. An> 2SB_X.

Thus, if the progression is a, 2a,... na,

S a

and n2a< 2Sn,

but > 2/SfB_,.]

Proposition 1.

If Ax, Blt Cu ...K^ and A2, Bit G2, ...K2 be two series of
magnitudes such that

Bx : C1 = Bi : Cit and so on
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and if A3, B3, C3, ...K3 and At, Bit (74, ...Kt be two other series
such that

.Bj : B3=B2 : Bit and so on

then (41 + J?1 + Ci+...+Z1) : (A3 + Bs+ C3+ ... +K3)

The proof is as follows.

Since A3:A1=Ai:Ai,

and A1:B1=A2: B2,

while B1:Bs=B2:Bi,

we have, ex aequali, -43: .B3 = -44: .B4. } , .

Similarly 5 3 : C3 = B4 : O4, and so on j ('7')"

Again, it follows from equations (a) that

A1: A% = B1 : x>2 = V1 : C2= ....

Therefore

At: A2=(A, + B1 + C1+ ... + K1):(A2 + B2+ ... + K2),

or (A1 + B1 + G1 + ... + K,) :A1 = (A, + B, + C2+ ... + K2) :A2;

and Ax: As = A2: At,
while from equations (7) it follows in like manner that

By the last three equations, ex aequali,

COR. If any terms in the third and fourth series corre-
sponding to terms in the first and second be left out, the
result is the same. For example, if the last terms Ks, KA are
absent,

J :(AS + B3+ C3 + ...

C2 + ... + K2): (Ai

where / immediately precedes K in each series.
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Lemma to Proposition 2.

[On Spirals, Prop. 10.]

If Alt A%, A3, ...An be n lines forming an ascending
arithmetical progression in which the common difference is equal
to the least term Ax, then

(n n
i + A1(A1 As + ... + An)

Ai A2

An A«_iA,._j As A2 Aj

Let the lines An, An_lt An^, ...A1 be placed in a row
from left to right. Produce An_lt An_2, ...A^ until they are
each equal to An, so that the parts produced are respectively
equal to Au A2, ...A^.

Taking each line successively, we have

9/1 2� 9 A 2

_,Y=A;2 + A\_2
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And, by addition,

(» + l)An> = 2 (A* + A* + � � � + AH*)
+ 2A1. An^ + 2A2. An_2 + ... + 2J4n_1. Ax.

Therefore, in order to obtain the required result, we have to
prove that

+ A + ... + An* (a).

Now 2J.2. -A»_2 = Ai. 4J.n_3, because A2 = 2A±,

2A3. An_3 = J.!. 6An_s, because .̂3 = 3^.!,

2An^ .A1 = A1.2(n- 1)A-

It follows that

= Ai [An

And this last expression can be proved to be equal to

For An = A^n. An)

= A1{An + (n-l)An}

because (n � 1) Au = An^ + A1

+ -4»i�2 "I" -"a

Similarly 42
m_i = ^J^ l^ . ! + 2(^1M_2 + An_3 + ... + AJ},

whence, by addition,
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Thus the equation marked (a) above is true ; and it follows
that

COR. 1. From this it is evident that

n.An
t<S(A1

t + A,*+...+Af?) (1).

Also An = -di[An + 2(An_1 + J.n_a + ... + A,)}, as above,

so that An*>A1(An + An_1 + ... + A1),

and therefore

An* + Al(A1 + At + ... + An) < 2An\

It follows from the proposition that

i) (2).

COR. 2. All these results will hold if we substitute similar
figures for squares on all the lines; for similar figures are in the
duplicate ratio of their sides.

[In the above proposition the symbols Ax, A%, ...An have
been used instead of a, 2a, 3a, ...na in order to exhibit the
geometrical character of the proof; but, if we now substitute
the latter terms in the various results, we have (1)

... +ma)
= 3 ja2 + (2a)2 + (3a)2 + ... + (na)2}.

Therefore a3 + (2a)2 + (3a)2 + ... + (ma)2

) n + 2 j

Also (2) n»

and (3) n3 > 3 (I2 + 22 + 3* + ... + n- l|2).]
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Proposition 2.
If A1} A2... Anbe any number of areas such that*

Aa = a. Sx + (3xf,

An � a.nx + (nxf,

then n.An: (Aj + A2+ ... + An)<(a + nx) : (^ +

and n.An: (A1 + A2 + ... + -4m_i) > (a + nx) : (5 + i r ) �

For, by the Lemma immediately preceding Prop. 1,
n. anx< 2(ax + a.2x+ ... +a.nx),

and > 2(ax + a.2x+ ... +a.n� 1 x).
Also, by the Lemma preceding this proposition,

n. (nxf < 3 {*2 + (2xf + (Sxf + ...+ (nxf}
and > 3 {«2+ (2xf + ... + (n- 1 xf}.
Hence
an'x n (nxf

and

[(ax + x2) + {a. 2x + (2xf\ + ... + {a.nx

> [(ax+ a;2) + {a.2x + (2xf} + ... + {a.n-lx + (n-l xf}],
an'x n(nxf . , ,

or - 2 ~ + - y ^ - < A + ̂ 2+... + An,
and >A1 + Ai+... + An_1.

It follows that
A i A A A \ r / xsi {an'x n (nxY

n.An: (^1 + ̂ 2 +. . . + An)<n{a.nx + (nxf} :\�~ + -\--

or n.An:(A1 + A2+...

also n. An: (At + A2 + ... + An_J >(a + me): (%
6

* The phraseology of Archimedes here is that associated with the traditional
method of application of areas: e! Ka.. .Trap' e/cdorap airav trapaviari n xwplox
iireppdXKov ctSei Terpaytivif, " i f to each of the lines there be applied a space
[rectangle] exceeding by a square figure." Thus A1 is a rectangle of height x ap-
plied to a line a but overlapping it so that the base extends a distance x beyond a.
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Proposition 3 .

(1) If TP, TP' be two tangents to any conic meeting in T,
and if Qq, Q'q' be any two chords parallel respectively to TP,
TP' and meeting in 0, then

QO.Oq: Q'O . Oq' = TP': TP'\

" And this is proved in the elements of conies*."

(2) If QQ' be a chord of a parabola bisected in V by the
diameter P V, and if PV be of constant length, then the areas of
the triangle PQQ' and of the segment PQQ' are both constant
whatever be the direction of QQ'.

Let ABB' be the particular segment of the parabola whose
vertex is A, so that BB' is bisected perpendicularly by the axis
at the point H, where AH = PV.

Draw QD perpendicular to PV.

Let pa be the parameter of the principal ordinates, and let
p be another line of such length that

QV*:QD*=p:pa-
it will then follow that p is equal to the parameter of the ordi-
nates to the diameter PV, i.e. those which are parallel to QV.

* i.e. in the treatises on conies by Aristaeus and Euclid.
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" For this is proved in the conies*."
Thus QV'=p.PV.
And BH*=pa.AH, while AH=PV.

Therefore QV*: BH2 = p:pa.
But QV: QD''=p:pa;

hence BH = QD.
Thus BH. AH = QD. PV,

and therefore A ABB' = APQQ';

that is, the area of the triangle PQQ' is constant so long as P F
is of constant length.

Hence also the area of the segment PQQ' is constant under
the same conditions; for the segment is equal to |APQQ'.
[Quadrature of the Parabola, Prop. 17 or 24.]

* The theorem which is here assumed by Archimedes as known can be
proved in various ways.

(1) It is easily deduced from ApoUonius I. 49 (cf. ApoUonius of Perga,
pp. liii, 39). If in the figure the tangents at A and P be drawn, the former
meeting PV in E, and the latter meeting the axis in T, and if AE, PT meet
at C, the proposition of ApoUonius is to the effect that

GP:PE=p:2PT,

where p is the parameter of the ordinates to PV.

(2) It may be proved independently as follows.

Let QQ' meet the axis in 0, and let QM, Q'M', PN be ordinatea to the axis.

Then AM: AM'=QMi : Q'M'2= OM* : 0M'\

whence AM: MM' =0M*: 0M* - OM'a

= OM* : (OM- OM'). MM',

so that 0M3=AM.(0M-0M1).

That is to say, (AM- A0)"=AM. [AM+AM' - 2AO),

or A0*=AM.AM'.

And, since QM*=pa.AM, and Q'M" = pa.AM',

it follows that QM.Q'M'=pa.A0 (a).

= QV':{PNi+QM.Q'M')
=p.PV:pa.(AN+AO),by(a).

But PV=T0 = AN+A0.
Therefore Q F 2 : QD2 = p : p a .



ON CONOIDS AND SPHEROIDS. US

Proposition 4.

The area of any ellipse is to that of the auxiliary circle as
the minor axis to the major.

Let AA' be the major and BB' the minor axis of the
ellipse, and let BB' meet the auxiliary circle in b, b'.

Suppose 0 to be such a circle that

(circle AbA'V) :O = CA:CB.

Then shall 0 be equal to the area of the ellipse.

For, if not, 0 must be either greater or less than the
ellipse.

I. If possible, let 0 be greater than the ellipse.

We can then inscribe in the circle 0 an equilateral polygon
of 4>n sides such that its area is greater than that of the ellipse,
[cf. On the Sphere and Cylinder, I. 6.]

B'

Let this be done, and inscribe in the auxiliary circle of the
ellipse the polygon AefbghA'... similar to that inscribed in 0.
Let the perpendiculars eM, fN,... on AA' meet the ellipse in
E, F,... respectively. Join AE, EF, FB,....

Suppose that P' denotes the area of the polygon inscribed
in the auxiliary circle, and P that of the polygon inscribed in
the ellipse.

H. A. 8
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Then, since all the lines eM, fN,... are cut in the same
proportions at E, F,...,

i.e. eM: EM=fN: FN= ...=bC: BG,

the pairs of triangles, as eAM, EAM, and the pairs of trapeziums,
as eMNf, EMNF, are all in the same ratio to one another
as bC to BC, or as GA to GB.

Therefore, by addition,

P':P = GA: GB.

Now P': (polygon inscribed in 0)

= (circle AbA'b'): 0

= GA : GB, by hypothesis.

Therefore P is equal to the polygon inscribed in 0.

But this is impossible, because the latter polygon is by
hypothesis greater than the ellipse, and a fortiori greater
than P.

Hence 0 is not greater than the ellipse.

II. If possible, let 0 be less than the ellipse.

In this case we inscribe in the ellipse a polygon P with 4n
equal sides such that P>0.

Let the perpendiculars from the angular points on the
axis A A' be produced to meet the auxiliary circle, and let the
corresponding polygon (P') in the circle be formed.

Inscribe in 0 a polygon similar to P ' .

Then P':P = CA:GB

= (circle AbA'b') : 0, by hypothesis,

= P ' : (polygon inscribed in 0).

Therefore the polygon inscribed in 0 is equal to the
polygon P ; which is impossible, because P > 0.

Hence 0, being neither greater nor less than the ellipse, is
equal to it; and the required result follows.
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Proposition 5.

If AA', BB' be the major and minor axis of an ellipse
respectively, and if d be the diameter of any circle, then

{area of ellipse): (area of circle) = A A'. BB': d*.
For

(area of ellipse): (area of auxiliary circle) = BB': AA' [Prop. 4]
= AA'.BB': AA".

And

(area of aux. circle): (area of circle with diam. d) = A A": d2.

Therefore the required result follows ex aequali.

Proposition 6.

The areas of ellipses are as the rectangles under their axes.

This follows at once from Props. 4, 5.

COR. The areas of similar ellipses are as the squares of
corresponding axes.

Proposition 7.

Given an ellipse with centre G, and a line GO drawn per-
pendicular to its plane, it is possible to find a circular cone
with vertex 0 and such that the given ellipse is a section of it
[or, in other words, to find the circular sections of the cone with
vertex 0 passing through the circumference of the ellipse].

Conceive an ellipse with BB' as its minor axis and lying in
a plane perpendicular to that of the paper. Let CO be drawn
perpendicular to the plane of the ellipse, and let 0 be the
vertex of the required cone. Produce OB, OG, OB', and in the
same plane with them draw BED meeting OG, OB' produced
in E, D respectively and in such a direction that

BE.ED :EO%=CA% : GO2,

where CA is half the major axis of the ellipse.
8�2
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" And this is possible, since

BE. ED: EO* > BC. CB' : C0\"

[Both the construction and this proposition are assumed as
known.]

Now conceive a circle with BD as diameter lying in a plane
at right angles to that of the paper, and describe a cone with
this circle for its base and with vertex 0.

We have therefore to prove that the given ellipse is a
section of the cone, or, if P be any point on the ellipse, that P
lies on the surface of the cone.

Draw PN perpendicular to BB'. Join ON and produce it
to meet BD in M, and let MQ be drawn in the plane of the
circle on BD as diameter perpendicular to BD and meeting the
circle in Q. Also let FG, HK be drawn through E, M respec-
tively parallel to BB'.

We have then

Q1P: HM. MK = BM. MD : HM. MK

= BE.ED:FE.EG

= (BE. ED : EO*). (EO2: FE.EG)

= (GA2: C02).(C0*:BC.CB')

= CA* : CB*
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Therefore QM2 : PN2 = HM. MK : BN. NB'

= OM* : ON*;

whence, since PN, QM are parallel, OPQ is a straight line.

But Q is on the circumference of the circle on BD as
diameter; therefore OQ is a generator of the cone, and hence
P lies on the cone.

Thus the cone passes through all points on the ellipse.

Proposition 8.

Given an ellipse, a plane through one of its axes AA' and
perpendicular to the plane of the ellipse, and a line GO drawn
from G, the centre, in the given plane through AA' but not
perpendicular to A A', it is possible to find a cone with vertex 0
such that the given ellipse is a section of it [or, in other words,
to find the circular sections of the cone with vertex 0 whose
surface passes through the circumference of the ellipse].

By hypothesis, OA, OA' are unequal. Produce OA' to D so
that OA = OB. Join AD, and draw FG through 0 parallel to it.

The given ellipse is to be supposed to lie in a plane per-
pendicular to the plane of the paper. Let BB' be the other
axis of the ellipse.

Conceive a plane through AD perpendicular to the plane
of the paper, and in it describe either (a), if CB* = FG. GG, a
circle with diameter AD, or (6), if not, an ellipse on AD as
axis such that, if d be the other axis,

d':AD2 = GBi -.FG.CG.

Take a cone with vertex 0 whose surface passes through
the circle or ellipse just drawn. This is possible even when the
curve is an ellipse, because the line from 0 to the middle point
of AD is perpendicular to the plane of the ellipse, and the
construction is effected by means of Prop. 7.

Let P be any point on the given ellipse, and we have only
to prove that P lies on the surface of the cone so described.
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Draw PN perpendicular to A A'. Join ON, and produce it
to meet AD in M. Through M draw HK parallel to A'A.

D M

Lastly, draw MQ perpendicular to the plane of the paper
(and therefore perpendicular to both HK and AD) meeting the
ellipse or circle about AD (and therefore the surface of the cone)
inQ.

Then
QM* : HM.MK=(QM* : DM.MA).(DM.MA : HM.MK)

= (d2: AD*). (FG. GG : A'C. GA)
= (CB2 : FG. CG). (FG. GG : A'C. GA)
= CB*: GA'
= PN* -.A'N.NA.

Therefore, alternately,
QM' : PN" = HM. MK : A'N.NA

= OM*: ON*.
Thus, since PN, QM are parallel, OPQ is a straight line;

and, Q being on the surface of the cone, it follows that P is also
on the surface of the cone.

Similarly all points on the ellipse are also on the cone, and
the ellipse is therefore a section of the cone.
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Proposition 9.

Given an ellipse, a plane through one of its axes and perpen-
dicular to that of the ellipse, and a straight line GO drawn from
the centre G of the ellipse in the given plane through the aaris but
not perpendicular to that axis, it is possible to find a cylinder
with axis OG such that the ellipse is a section of it [or, in other
words, to find the circular sections of the cylinder with axis OG
whose surface passes through the circumference of the given
ellipse\.

Let A A' be an axis of the ellipse, and suppose the plane
of the ellipse to be perpendicular to that of the paper, so that
0 C lies in the plane of the paper.

Draw AD, A'E parallel to CO, and let DE be the line
through 0 perpendicular to both AD and A'E.

We have now three different cases according as the other
axis BB' of the ellipse is (1) equal to, (2) greater than, or
(3) less than, DE.

(1) Suppose BB' = DE.
Draw a plane through DE at right angles to OG, and in

this plane describe a circle on DE as diameter. Through this
circle describe a cylinder with axis OG.

This cylinder shall be the cylinder required, or its surface
shall pass through every point P of the ellipse.

For, if P be any point on the ellipse, draw PN perpendicular
to AA'; through JV draw NM parallel to GO meeting DE in
M, and through M, in the plane of the circle on DE as diameter,
draw MQ perpendicular to DE, meeting the circle in Q.
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Then, since DE = BB',

PN": AN.NA' = DO*:AC. CA'.

And DM.ME:AN.NA' = DO*:AC\

since AD, NM, CO, A'E are parallel.

Therefore PN* = DM.ME

= QM\

by the property of the circle.

Hence, since PN, QM are equal as well as parallel, PQ is
parallel to MN and therefore to GO. It follows that PQ is a
generator of the cylinder, whose surface accordingly passes
through P.

(2) If BB' > DE, we take E' on A'E such that DE' = BB'
and describe a circle on DE' as diameter in a plane perpen-
dicular to that of the paper; and the rest of the construction
and proof is exactly similar to those given for case (1).

(3) Suppose BB' < DE.

Take a point K on CO produced such that

DO* - CB* = OK*.

From K draw KR perpendicular to the plane of the paper
and equal to CB.

Thus OR" = OK2 + CB2 = 0D\

A'

In the plane containing DE, OR describe a circle on DE as
diameter. Through this circle (which must pass through R)
draw a cylinder with axis OC.
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We have then to prove that, if P be any point on the given
ellipse, P lies on the cylinder so described.

Draw PN perpendicular to A A', and through N draw NM
parallel to CO meeting DE in M. In the plane of the circle on
DE as diameter draw MQ perpendicular to DE and meeting
the circle in Q.

Lastly, draw QH perpendicular to NM produced. QH will
then be perpendicular to the plane containing AC, DE, i.e. the
plane of the paper.

Now QH2: QM* = KR2 : OR2, by similar triangles.
And QM2 :AN.NA' = DM.ME:AN.NA'

= OD* : CA\
Hence, ex aequali, since OR = OD,

QH2: AN. NA' = KR2: CA2

= CB2: CA*
= PN*:AN.NA'.

Thus QH = PN. And QH, PN are also parallel. Accordingly
PQ is parallel to MN, and therefore to CO, so that PQ is a
generator, and the cylinder passes through P.

Proposition 1O.

It was proved by the earlier geometers that any two cones
have to one another the ratio compounded of the ratios of their
bases and of their heights*. The same method of proof will
show that any segments of cones have to one another the ratio
compounded of the ratios of their bases and of their heights.

The proposition that any 'frustum' of a cylinder is triple
of the conical segment which has the same base as the frustum
and equal height is also proved in the same manner as the
proposition that the cylinder is triple of the cone which has
the same base as the cylinder and equal height^.

* This follows from Eucl. XII. 11 and 14 taken together. Cf. On the Sphere
and Cylinder i, Lemma 1.

t This proposition was proved by Eudoxus, as stated in the preface to On
the Sphere and Cylinder I. Cf. Eucl. in. 10.
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Proposition 11 .

(1) If a paraboloid of revolution be cut by a plane through,
or parallel to, the axis, the section will be a parabola equal to the
original parabola which by its revolution generates the paraboloid.
And the axis of the section will be the intersection between the
cutting plane and the plane through the axis of the paraboloid
at right angles to the cutting plane.

If the paraboloid be cut by a plane at right angles to its
axis, the section will be a circle whose centre is on the axis.

(2) If a hyperboloid of revolution be cut by a plane through
the axis, parallel to the axis, or through the centre, the section
will be a hyperbola, (a) if the section be through the axis, equal,
(b) if parallel to the axis, similar, (c) if through the centre,
not similar, to the original hyperbola which by its revolution
generates the hyperboloid. And the axi.s of the section will be
the intersection of the cutting plane and the plane through the
axis of the hyperboloid at right angles to the cutting plane.

Any section of the hyperboloid by a plane at right angles to
the axis will be a circle whose centre is on the axis.

(3) If any of the spheroidal figures be cut by a plane through
the axis or parallel to the axis, the section will be an ellipse,
(a) if the section be through the axis, equal, (b) if parallel to the
axis, similar, to the ellipse which by its revolution generates the
figure. And the axis of the section will be the intersection of the
cutting plane and the plane through the axis of the spheroid
at right angles to the cutting plane.

If the section be by a plane at right angles to the axis of the
spheroid, it will be a circle whose centre is on the axis.

(4) If any of the said figures be cut by a plane through the
axis, and if a perpendicular be drawn to the plane of section
from any point on the surface of the figure but not on the section,
that perpendicular will fall within the section.

" And the proofs of all these propositions are evident."*
* Cf. the Introduction, chapter in. § 4.
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Proposition 12.

If a paraboloid of revolution be cut by a plane neither parallel
nor perpendicular to the axis, and if the plane through the axis
perpendicular to the cutting plane intersect it in a straight line
of which the portion intercepted within the paraboloid is RR',
the section of the paraboloid will be an ellipse whose major axis
is RR' and whose minor axis is equal to the perpendicular
distance between the lines through R, R' parallel to the axis
of the paraboloid.

Suppose the cutting plane to be perpendicular to the plane
of the paper, and let the latter be the plane through the axis
ANF of the paraboloid which intersects the cutting plane at
right angles in RR'. Let RH be parallel to the axis of the
paraboloid, and R'H perpendicular to RH.

Let Q be any point on the section made by the cutting
plane, and from Q draw QM perpendicular to RR'. QM will
therefore be perpendicular to the plane of the paper.

Through M draw BMFE perpendicular to the axis ANF
meeting the parabolic section made by the plane of the paper
in B, E. Then QM is perpendicular to BE, and, if a plane be
drawn through BE, QM, it will be perpendicular to the axis
and will cut the paraboloid in a circular section.

Since Q is on this circle,

QM2 = BM.ME.

Again, if PT be that tangent to the parabolic section in the
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plane of the paper which is parallel to RR', and if the tangent
at A meet PT in 0, then, from the property of the parabola,

DM.ME: RM.MR' = AO*: OP2 [Prop. 3 (1)]
= A02: Or, since AM= AT.

Therefore QM2 :RM.MR' = AO*: 0T*
= R'H*: RR'\
by similar triangles.

Hence Q lies on an ellipse whose major axis is RR' and
whose minor axis is equal to R'H.

Propositions 13, 14.

If a hyperholoid of revolution he cut hy a plane meeting all
the generators of the enveloping cone, or if an' oblong' spheroid
be cut by a plane not perpendicular to the axis*, and if a plane
through the axis intersect the cutting plane at right angles in a
straight line on which the hyperboloid or spheroid intercepts
a length RR', then the section by the cutting plane will be an
ellipse whose major axis is RR'.

Suppose the cutting plane to be at right angles to the
plane of the paper, and suppose the latter plane to be that

* Archimedes begins Prop. 14 for the spheroid with the remark that, when the
cutting plane passes through or is parallel to the axis, the case is clear (SrjXov).
Cf. Prop. 11 (3).
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through the axis ANF which intersects the cutting plane
at right angles in RR'. The section of the hyperboloid or
spheroid by the plane of the paper is thus a hyperbola or ellipse
having ANF for its transverse or major axis.

Take any point on the section made by the cutting plane,
as Q, and draw QM perpendicular to RR'. QM will then
be perpendicular to the plane of the paper.

Through M draw DFE at right angles to the axis ANF
meeting the hyperbola or ellipse in I), E; and through QM,
DE let a plane be described. This plane will accordingly be
perpendicular to the axis and will cut the hyperboloid or
spheroid in a circular section.

Thus QM* = DM.ME.

Let PT be that tangent to the hyperbola or ellipse which
is parallel to RR', and let the tangent at A meet PT in 0.

Then, by the property of the hyperbola or ellipse,

DM.ME-.RM.MR' = OA*: OP2,

or QM'': RM. MR' = OA*: OP*.

Now (1) in the hyperbola OA < OP, because AT< AN*, and
accordingly OT < OP, while OA < OT,

(2) in the ellipse, if KK' be the diameter parallel to RR',
and BB' the minor axis,

BG.CB'-.KG. CK' =OA*:OP*;

and BC. GB' < KG. CK', so that OA < OP.

Hence in both cases the locus of Q is an ellipse whose major
axis is RR'.

COR. 1. If the spheroid be a 'flat' spheroid, the section will
be an ellipse, and everything will proceed as before except that
RR' will in this case be the minor axis.

CoR. 2. In all conoids or spheroids parallel sections will be
similar, since the ratio OA2: OP" is the same for all the
parallel sections.

* With reference to this assumption cf. the Introduction, chapter in. § 3.
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Proposition 15.

(1) If from any point on the surface of a conoid a line be
drawn, in the case of the paraboloid, parallel to the axis, and, in
the case of the hyperboloid, parallel to any line passing through
the vertex of the enveloping cone, the part of the straight line
which is in the same direction as the convexity of the surface will
fall without it, and the part which is in the other direction
within it.

For, if a plane be drawn, in the case of the paraboloid,
through the axis and the point, and, in the case of the hyperbo-
loid, through the given point and through the given straight
line drawn through the vertex of the enveloping cone, the
section by the plane will be (a) in the paraboloid a parabola
whose axis is the axis of the paraboloid, (b) in the hyperboloid
a hyperbola in which the given line through the vertex of the
enveloping cone is a diameter*. [Prop. 11]

Hence the property follows from the plane properties of the
conies.

(2) If a plane touch a conoid without cutting it, it will
touch it at one point only, and the plane drawn through the
point of contact and the axis of the conoid will be at right
angles to the plane which touches it.

For, if possible, let the plane touch at two points. Draw
through each point a parallel to the axis. The plane passing-
through both parallels will therefore either pass through, or be
parallel to, the axis. Hence the section of the conoid made by
this plane will be a conic [Prop. 11 (1), (2)], the two points
will lie on this conic, and the line joining them will lie within
the conic and therefore within the conoid. But this line
will be in the tangent plane, since the two points are in it.
Therefore some portion of the tangent plane will be within
the conoid; which is impossible, since the plane does not
cut it.

* There seems to be some error in the text here, which says that "the
diameter" (i.e. axis) of the hyperbola is " the straight line drawn in the conoid
from the vertex of the cone." But this straight line is not, in general, the
axis of the section.
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Therefore the tangent plane touches in one point only.

That the plane through the point of contact and the axis is
perpendicular to the tangent plane is evident in the particular
case where the point of contact is the vertex of the conoid.
For, if two planes through the axis cut it in two conies, the
tangents at the vertex in both conies will be perpendicular
to the axis of the conoid. And all such tangents will be in the
tangent plane, which must therefore be perpendicular to the
axis and to any plane through the axis.

If the point of contact P is not the vertex, draw the plane
passing through the axis AN and the point P.
It will cut the conoid in a conic whose axis is
AN and the tangent plane in a line DPE
touching the conic at P. Draw PNP perpen-
dicular to the axis, and draw a plane through it
also perpendicular to the axis. This plane will
make a circular section and meet the tangent
plane in a tangent to the circle, which will
therefore be at right angles to PN. Hence the
tangent to the circle will be at right angles to the plane
containing PN, AN; and it follows that this last plane is
perpendicular to the tangent plane.

Proposition 16.

(1) If a, plane touch any of the spheroidal figures without
cutting it, it will touch at one paint only, and the plane through
the point of contact and the axis will be at right angles to the
tangent plane.

This is proved by the same method as the last proposition.

(2) If any conoid or spheroid be cut by a plane through the
axis, and if through any tangent to the resulting conic a plane be
erected at right angles to the plane of section, the plane so erected
will touch the conoid or spheroid in the same point as that in
which the line touches the conic.

For it cannot meet the surface at any other point. If it
did, the perpendicular from the second point on the cutting
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plane would be perpendicular also to the tangent to the conic
and would therefore fall outside the surface. But it must fall
within it. [Prop. 11 (4)]

(3) If two parallel planes touch any of the spheroidal
figures, the line joining the points of contact will pass through
the centre of the spheroid.

If the planes are at right angles to the axis, the proposition
is obvious. If not, the plane through the axis and one point of
contact is at right angles to the tangent plane at that point.
It is therefore at right angles to the parallel tangent plane, and
therefore passes through the second point of contact. Hence
both points of contact lie on one plane through the axis, and
the proposition is reduced to a plane one.

Proposition 17.

If two parallel planes touch any of the spheroidal figures,
and another plane be drawn parallel to the tangent planes and
passing through the centre, the line drawn through any point of
the circumference of the resulting section parallel to the chord
of contact of the tangent planes will fall outside the spheroid.

This is proved at once by reduction to a plane proposition.

Archimedes adds that it is evident that, if the plane
parallel to the tangent planes does not pass through the
centre, a straight line drawn in the manner described will
fall without the spheroid in the direction of the smaller
segment but within it in the other direction.

Proposition 18.

Any spheroidal figure which is cut by a plane through the
centre is divided, both as regards its surface and its volume, into
two equal parts by that plane.

To prove this, Archimedes takes another equal and similar
spheroid, divides it similarly by a plane through the centre, and
then uses the method of application.
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Propositions 19, 2O.

Given a segment cut off by a plane from a paraboloid or
hyperboloid of revolution, or a segment of a spheroid less than
half the spheroid also cut off by a plane, it is possible to inscribe
in the segment one solid figure and to circumscribe about it
another solid figure, each made up of cylinders or 'frusta' of
cylinders of equal height, and such that the circumscribed figure
exceeds the inscribed figure by a volume less than that of any
given solid.

Let the plane base of the segment be perpendicular to the
plane of the paper, and let the plane of the paper be the plane
through the axis of the conoid or spheroid which cuts the base
of the segment at right angles in BG. The section in the plane
of the paper is then a conic BAG. [Prop. 11]

Let EAF be that tangent to the conic which is parallel to
BG, and let A be the point of contact. Through EAF draw
a plane parallel to the plane through BG bounding the
segment. The plane so drawn will then touch the conoid
or spheroid at A. [Prop. 16]

(1) If the base of the segment is at right angles to the
axis of the conoid or spheroid, A will be the vertex of the
conoid or spheroid, and its axis AD will bisect BG at right
angles.

(2) If the base of the segment is not at right angles to the
axis of the conoid or spheroid, we draw AD

(a) in the paraboloid, parallel to the axis,

(b) in the hyperboloid, through the centre (or the vertex of
the enveloping cone),

(c) in the spheroid, through the centre,
and in all the cases it will follow that AD bisects BG in D.

Then A will be the vertex of the segment, and AD will be
its axis.

Further, the base of the segment will be a circle or an
ellipse with BG as diameter or as an axis respectively, and
with centre D. We can therefore describe through this circle

H. A. 9
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or ellipse a cylinder or a ' frustum' of a cylinder whose axis is
AD. [Prop. 9]

Dividing this cylinder or frustum continually into equal
parts by planes parallel to the base, we shall at length arrive
at a cylinder or frustum less in volume than any given solid.

Let this cylinder or frustum be that whose axis is OD, and
let AD be divided into parts equal to OD, at L, M,.... Through
L, M,... draw lines parallel to BG meeting the conic in P, Q,...,
and through these lines draw planes parallel to the base of the
segment. These will cut the conoid or spheroid in circles or
similar ellipses. On each of these circles or ellipses describe
two cylinders or frusta of cylinders each with axis equal to OD,
one of them lying in the direction of A and the other in the
direction of D, as shown in the figure.

Then the cylinders or frusta of cylinders drawn in the
direction of A make up a circumscribed figure, and those in
the direction of D an inscribed figure, in relation to the
segment.

Also the cylinder or frustum PG in the circumscribed figure
is equal to the cylinder or frustum PH in the inscribed figure,
QI in the circumscribed figure is equal to QK in the inscribed
figure, and so on.

Therefore, by addition,
(circumscribed fig.) = (inscr. fig.)

+ (cylinder or frustum whose axis is OD).
But the cylinder or frustum whose axis is OD is less than

the given solid figure; whence the proposition follows.

" Having set out these preliminary propositions, let us
proceed to demonstrate the theorems propounded with reference
to the figures."
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Propositions 21, 22.

Any segment of a paraboloid of revolution is half as large
again as the cone or segment of a cone which has the same base
and the same axis.

Let the base of the segment be perpendicular to the plane of
the paper, and let the plane of the paper be the plane through
the axis of the paraboloid which cuts the base of the segment
at right angles in BG and makes the parabolic section BAG.

Let EF be that tangent to the parabola which is parallel to
BG, and let A be the point of contact.

Then (1), if the plane of the base of the segment is
perpendicular to the axis of the paraboloid, that axis is the
line AD bisecting BG at right angles in D.

(2) If the plane of the base is not perpendicular to the
axis of the paraboloid, draw AD parallel to the axis of the
paraboloid. AD will then bisect BG, but not at right angles.

Draw through EF a plane parallel to the base of the seg-
ment. This will touch the paraboloid at A, and A will be
the vertex of the segment, AD its axis.

The base of the segment will be a circle with diameter BG
or an ellipse with BG as major axis.

Accordingly a cylinder or a frustum of a cylinder can be
found passing through the circle or ellipse and having AD for
its axis [Prop. 9J; and likewise a cone or a segment of a cone
can be drawn passing through the circle or ellipse and having
A for vertex and AD for axis. [ProP- 8]

Suppose X to be a cone equal to f (cone or segment of
cone ABC). The cone X is therefore equal to half the cylinder
or frustum of a cylinder EG. [Cf. Prop. 10]

We shall prove that the volume of the segment of the
paraboloid is equal to X.

If not, the segment must be either greater or less than X.

I. If possible, let the segment be greater than X.

We can then inscribe and circumscribe, as in the last
9�2
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proposition, figures made up of cylinders or frusta of cylinders
with equal height and such that

(circumscribed fig.) � (inscribed fig.) < (segment) � X.

Let the greatest of the cylinders or frusta forming the
circumscribed figure be that whose base is the circle or ellipse
about BC and whose axis is OD, and let the smallest of them be
that whose base is the circle or ellipse about PP' and whose
axis is AL.

Let the greatest of the cylinders forming the inscribed
figure be that whose base is the circle or ellipse about RR' and
whose axis is OD, and let the smallest be that whose base is
the circle or ellipse about PP' and whose axis is LM.

/ , l/l A \A/Q /
/ , yi h \ hi I

1°

Produce all the plane bases of the cylinders or frusta to
meet the surface of the complete cylinder or frustum EC.

Now, since
(circumscribed fig.) � (inscr. fig.) < (segment) � X,

it follows that (inscribed figure) > X (a).

Next, comparing successively the cylinders or frusta with
heights equal to OD and respectively forming parts of the
complete cylinder or frustum EC and of the inscribed figure,
we have

(first cylinder or frustum in EC) : (first in inscr. fig.)

= BD2 : RO2

=AD:AO
= BD : TO, where AB meets OR in T.

And (second cylinder or frustum in EC) : (second in inscr. fig.)
= HO : SN, in like manner,

and so on.
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Hence [Prop. 1] (cylinder or frustum EG) : (inscribed figure)
= (BD + HO+ ...): (TO+ SN+...),

where BD, HO,... are all equal, and BD, TO, 8N,... diminish in
arithmetical progression.

But [Lemma preceding Prop. 1]
BD + HO + ... > 2(TO + SN+ ...).

Therefore (cylinder or frustum EG) > 2 (inscribed fig.),
or X > (inscribed fig.);
which is impossible, by (a) above.

II. If possible, let the segment be less than X.
In this case we inscribe and circumscribe figures as before,

but such that
(circumscr. fig.) � (inscr. fig.) < X � (segment),

whence it follows that
(circumscribed figure) < X (/3).

And, comparing the cylinders or frusta making up the
complete cylinder or frustum GE and the circumscribed figure
respectively, we have

(first cylinder or frustum in GE) : (first in circumscr. fig.)
= 5D2 : BD2

= BD : BD.
(second in GE) : (second in circumscr. fig.)

= HO": RO*
=AD:AO
= HO : TO,

and so on.
Hence [Prop. 1]

(cylinder or frustum GE) : (circumscribed fig.)
= (BD + HO + . . . ) : (BD + TO + ...),
< 2 : 1, [Lemma preceding Prop. 1]

and it follows that
X < (circumscribed fig.);

which is impossible, by (/3)-
Thus the segment, being neither greater nor less than X, is

equal to it, and therefore to f (cone or segment of cone ABC).
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Proposition 23.

If from a paraboloid of revolution two segments be cut off,
one by a plane perpendicular to the axis, the other by a plane not
perpendicular to the axis, and if the axes of the segments are
equal, the segments will be equal in volume.

Let the two planes be supposed perpendicular to the plane
of the paper, and let the latter plane be the plane through the
axis of the paraboloid cutting the other two planes at right
angles in BB', QQ' respectively and the paraboloid itself in the
parabola QPQ'B'.

Let AN, PV be the equal axes of the segments, and A, P
their respective vertices.

Draw QL parallel to AN or PV and Q'L perpendicular
to QL.

Now, since the segments of the parabolic section cut off by
BB', QQ' have equal axes, the triangles ABB', PQQ' are equal
[Prop. 3]. Also, if QD be perpendicular to PV, QD = BN (as
in the same Prop. 3).

Conceive two cones drawn with the same bases as the
segments and with A, P as vertices respectively. The height
of the cone PQQ' is then PK, where PK is perpendicular to
QQ'.
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Now the cones are in the ratio compounded of the ratios of
their bases and of their heights, i.e. the ratio compounded of
(1) the ratio of the circle about BB' to the ellipse about QQ',
and (2) the ratio of AN to PK.

That is to say, we have, by means of Props. 5, 12,
(cone ABB'): (cone PQQ') = (BB" : QQ'. Q'L). (AN : PK).

And BB' = 2BN= 2QD = Q'L, while QQ' = 2QF.
Therefore

(cone ABB'): (cone PQQ') = (QD:QV).(AN : PK)
= (PK:PV).(AN:PK)
= AN:PV.

Since AN = PF , the ratio of the cones is a ratio of equality;
and it follows that the segments, being each half as large again
as the respective cones [Prop. 22], are equal.

Proposition 24 .
If from a paraboloid of revolution two segments be cut off by

planes drawn in any manner, the segments will be to one another
as the squares on their axes.

For let the paraboloid be cut by a plane through the axis
in the parabolic section P'PApp', and let the axis of the
parabola and paraboloid be ANN.

Measure along ANN' the lengths AN, AN' equal to the
respective axes of the given segments,
and through N, N' draw planes perpen-
dicular to the axis, making circular
sections on Pp, P'p' as diameters re-
spectively. With these circles as bases
and with the common vertex A let two
cones be described.

Now the segments of the paraboloid
whose bases are the circles about Pp,
P'p' are equal to the given segments
respectively, since their respective axes
are equal [Prop. 23]; and, since the
segments APp, A P'p' are half as large
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again as the cones APp, AP'p' respectively, we have only
to show that the cones are in the ratio of AN2 to AN''2.

But

(cone APp): (cone AP'p') = (PN*: P'N'*). (AN : AN')

= (AN: AN'). (AN : AN')

= AN*: AN";

thus the proposition is proved.

Propositions 25, 26.

In any hyperboloid of revolution, if A be the vertex and AD
the oasis of any segment cut off by a plane, and if OA be the
semidiameter of the hyperboloid through A (CA being of course
in the same straight line with AD), then

(segment) : (cone with same base and axis)

= (AD + 3GA) : (AD + 2CA).

Let the plane cutting off the segment be perpendicular to
the plane of the paper, and let the latter plane be the plane
through the axis of the hyperboloid which intersects the cutting
plane at right angles in BB', and makes the hyperbolic
segment BAB'. Let G be the centre of the hyperboloid (or
the vertex of the enveloping cone).

Let EF be that tangent to the hyperbolic section which is
parallel to BB'. Let EF touch at A, and join CA. Then CA
produced will bisect BB' at D, CA will be a semi-diameter of
the hyperboloid, A will be the vertex of the segment, and AD
its axis. Produce AC to A' and H, so that AC = CA' = A'H.

Through EF draw a plane parallel to the base of the seg-
ment. This plane will touch the hyperboloid at A.

Then (1), if the base of the segment is at right angles to the
axis of the hyperboloid, A will be the vertex, and AD the axis,
of the hyperboloid as well as of the segment, and the base of the
segment will be a circle on BB' as diameter.
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(2) If the base of the segment is not perpendicular to the
axis of the hyperboloid, the base will be an ellipse on BB' as
major axis. [Prop. 13]
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Then we can draw a cylinder or a frustum of a cylinder
EBB'F passing through the circle or ellipse about BB' and
having AD for its axis; also we can describe a cone or a
segment of a cone through the circle or ellipse and having A
for its vertex.

We have to prove that

(segment ABB'): (cone or segment of cone ABB') = HD : A 'D.
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Let V be a cone such that

V: (cone or segment of cone ABB') � HD : A'D, (a)

and we have to prove that V is equal to the segment.

Now

(cylinder or frustum JEB'): (cone or segmt. of cone ABB') = 3 :1 .

Therefore, by means of (a),

(cylinder or frustum EB'): V = A'D : ̂  (/3).
o

If the segment is not equal to V, it must either be greater
or less.

I. If possible, let the segment be greater than V.

Inscribe and circumscribe to the segment figures made up
of cylinders or frusta of cylinders, with axes along AD and all
equal to one another, such that

(circumscribed fig.) � (inscr. fig.) < (segmt.) � V,

whence (inscribed figure) > V (7).

Produce all the planes forming the bases of the cylinders or
frusta of cylinders to meet the surface of the complete cylinder
or frustum EB'.

Then, if ND be the axis of the greatest cylinder or frustum
in the circumscribed figure, the complete cylinder will be
divided into cylinders or frusta each equal to this greatest
cylinder or frustum.

Let there be a number of straight lines a equal to A A' and
as many in number as the parts into which AD is divided by
the bases of the cylinders or frusta. To each line a apply a
rectangle which shall overlap it by a square, and let the greatest
of the rectangles be equal to the rectangle AD. A'D and the
least equal to the rectangle AL . A'L; also let the sides of the
overlapping squares b, p, q,...l be in descending arithmetical
progression. Thus b,p,q,...l will be respectively equal to AD,
AN, AM,...AL, and the rectangles (ab + b2), (ap+p*),...(al + l')
will be respectively equal to AD . A'D, AN. A'N,...AL . A'L.
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Suppose, further, that we have a series of spaces S each
equal to the largest rectangle AD. A'D and as many in number
as the diminishing rectangles.

Comparing now the successive cylinders or frusta (1) in the
complete cylinder or frustum EB' and (2) in the inscribed
figure, beginning from the base of the segment, we have

(first cylinder or frustum in EB') : (first in inscr. figure)

= BD*: PN*

= AD. A'D : AN. A'JSf, from the hyperbola,

= 8: (ap+p*).

Again

(second cylinder or frustum in EB'): (second in inscr. fig.)

= 5D 2 : QM2

=:AD.A'D:AM.A'M

= S:(aq + q>),
and so on.

The last cylinder or frustum in the complete cylinder or
frustum EB' has no cylinder or frustum corresponding to it in
the inscribed figure.

Combining the proportions, we have [Prop. 1]

(cylinder or frustum EB') : (inscribed figure)

= (sum of all the spaces 8) : (ap + p*) + (aq + q2) + ...

> (a+ 6) : g + !) [Prop. 2]

ITT)
>A'D:-= , since a = A A', b = AD,

o

>{EB'): V, by (0) above.

Hence (inscribed figure) < V.

But this is impossible, because, by (y) above, the inscribed
figure is greater than V.
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II. Next, suppose, if possible, that the segment is less
than V.

In this case we circumscribe and inscribe figures such that

(circumscribed fig.) � (inscribed fig.) < V� (segment),

whence we derive

V > (circumscribed figure) (S).

We now compare successive cylinders or frusta in the
complete cylinder or frustum and in the circumscribed figure ;
and we have

(first cylinder or frustum in EB') : (first in circumscribed fig.)

(second in EB') : (second in circumscribed fig.)

= S:(ap+p*),
and so on.

Hence [Prop. 1]

(cylinder or frustum EB') : (circumscribed fig.)

= (sum of all spaces S) : (ab + 62) + (ap + ps) + ...

[Prop. 2]

<(EB'): V, by (/3) above.

Hence the circumscribed figure is greater than V; which is
impossible, by (8) above.

Thus the segment is neither greater nor less than V, and is
therefore equal to it.

Therefore, by (a),

(segment ABB') : (cone or segment of cone ABB')
= (AD + SCA): (AD + 2CA).
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Propositions 27, 28, 29, 3O.

(1) In any spheroid whose centre is C, if a plane meeting
the axis cut off a segment not greater than half the spheroid and
having A for its vertex and AD for its axis, and if A'D be the
axis of the remaining segment of the spheroid, then

(first segmt.) : (cone or segmt. of cone with same base and axis)

= CA + A'D: A'D

[= 3CA - AD : 2CA - AD].

(2) As a particular case, if the plane passes through the
centre, so that the segment is half the spheroid, half the spheroid
is double of the cone or segment of a cone which has the same
vertex and axis.

Let the plane cutting off the segment be at right angles to
the plane of the paper, and let the latter plane be the plane
through the axis of the spheroid which intersects the cutting
plane in BB' and makes the elliptic section ABA'B'.

Let EF, E'F' be the two tangents to the ellipse which are
parallel to BB', let them touch it in A, A', and through the
tangents draw planes parallel to the base of the segment.
These planes will touch the spheroid at A, A', which will
be the vertices of the two segments into which it is divided.
Also A A' will pass through the centre G and bisect BB'
inD.

Then (1) if the base of the segments be perpendicular to
the axis of the spheroid, A, A' will be the vertices of the
spheroid as well as of the segments, AA' will be the axis
of the spheroid, and the base of the segments will be a circle on
BB' as diameter;

(2) if the base of the segments be not perpendicular to the
axis of the spheroid, the base of the segments will be an
ellipse of which BB' is one axis, and AD, A'D will be the
axes of the segments respectively.
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We can now draw a cylinder or a frustum of a cylinder
EBB'F through the circle or ellipse about BB' and having AD
for its axis; and we can also draw a cone or a segment of
a cone passing through the circle or ellipse about BB' and
having A for its vertex.
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We have then to show that, if CA' be produced to H so
that CA' = A'H,
(segment ABB') : (cone or segment of cone ABB') = HD : A'D.

Let V be such a cone that

V : (cone or segment of cone ABB') = HD : A'D ... (a);

and we have to show that the segment ABB' is equal to F.
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But, since
(cylinder or frustum EB'): (cone or segment of cone ABB')

= 3 : 1 ,
we have, by the aid of (a),

(cylinder or frustum EB') :V = A'D: ^ (£).
o

Now, if the segment ABB' is not equal to V, it must
be either greater or less.

I. Suppose, if possible, that the segment is greater
than V.

Let figures be inscribed and circumscribed to the segment
consisting of cylinders or frusta of cylinders, with axes along
AD and all equal to one another, such that

(circumscribed fig.) � (inscribed fig.) < (segment) � V,
whence it follows that

(inscribed fig.) > V (<y).

Produce all the planes forming the bases of the cylinders or
frusta to meet the surface of the complete cylinder or frustum
EB'. Thus, if ND be the axis of the greatest cylinder or
frustum of a cylinder in the circumscribed figure, the complete
cylinder or frustum EB' will be divided into cylinders or frusta
of cylinders each equal to the greatest of those in the circum-
scribed figure.

Take straight lines da' each equal to A'D and as many in
number as the parts into which AD is divided by the bases of
the cylinders or frusta, and measure da along da' equal to AD.
It follows that aa' = WD.

Apply to each of the lines a'd rectangles with height equal
to ad, and draw the squares on each of the lines ad as in
the figure. Let 8 denote the area of each complete rectangle.

From the first rectangle take away a gnomon with breadth
equal to AN (i.e. with each end of a length equal to AN);
take away from the second rectangle a gnomon with breadth
equal to AM, and so on, the last rectangle having no gnomon
taken from it.
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Then

the first gnomon = A'D .AD-ND. {A'D - AN)

= A'D.AN + ND.AN

^AN.A'N.
Similarly,

the second gnomon = AM. A'M,

and so on.

And the last gnomon (that in the last rectangle but one) is
equal to AL. A'L.

Also, after the gnomons are taken away from the successive
rectangles, the remainders (which we will call i?,, R2,-.. Rn,
where n is the number of rectangles and accordingly Rn = S)
are rectangles applied to straight lines each of length aaf and
" exceeding by squares" whose sides are respectively equal
to DN, DM,... DA.

For brevity, let DN be denoted by x, and aa' or 2CD by c,
so tha t Rx = cx + a?, R2 = c.2x+ (2#)2, . . .

Then, comparing successively the cylinders or frusta of
cylinders (1) in the complete cylinder or frustum EB' and
(2) in the inscribed figure, we have

(first cylinder or frustum in EB') : (first in inscribed fig.)

= BD* : PN*

= AD.A'D:AN.A'N

= S : (first gnomon) ;

(second cylinder or frustum in EB'): (second in inscribed fig.)

= S : (second gnomon),
and so on.

The last of the cylinders or frusta in the cylinder or
frustum EB' has none corresponding to it in the inscribed
figure, and there is no corresponding gnomon.

Combining the proportions, we have [by Prop. 1]

(cylinder or frustum EB') : (inscribed fig.)

= (sum of all spaces S) : (sum of gnomons).
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Now the differences between S and the successive gnomons
are J?1F R2,... Rn, while

Rl = ex + a?,

where b = nx = AD.

Hence [Prop. 2]

(sum of all spaces S) : (i?, + R.2+ ... + Rn) < (c + b): ( s + 5) �

It follows that
(c 26(sum of all spaces S) : (sum of gnomons) > (c + b): ~ + -

Thus (cylinder or frustum EB'): (inscribed fig.)

> (cylinder or frustum EB') : V,
from (/3) above.

Therefore (inscribed fig.) < V;

which is impossible, by (7) above.

Hence the segment ABB' is not greater than V.

II. If possible, let the segment ABB' be less than V.

We then inscribe and circumscribe figures such that

(circumscribed fig.) � (inscribed fig.) < V � (segment),

whence V > (circumscribed fig.) (8).

In this case we compare the cylinders or frusta in (EB')
with those in the circumscribed figure.

Thus
(first cylinder or frustum in EB') : (first in circumscribed fig.)

= S:S;
(second in EB') : (second in circumscribed fig.)

= S : (first gnomon),
and so on.

H. A. 10
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Lastly (last in EB') : (last in circumscribed fig.)

= 8 : (last gnomon).
Now

{S + (all the gnomons)} = n8-(R^-R2+...+ Rn-i)-

And n8:R1 + R, + ...+Rn-i>(c + b):(^ + ̂ j, [Prop. 2]

so that

nS : {S + (all the gnomons)} < (c + b) : (| + -̂  j .

It follows that, if we combine the above proportions as in
Prop. 1, we obtain

(cylinder or frustum EB') : (circumscribed fig.)

< (EB') : V, by (£) above.

Hence the circumscribed figure is greater than V; which is
impossible, by (8) above.

Thus, since the segment ABB' is neither greater nor less
than V, it is equal to it; and the proposition is proved.

(2) The particular case [Props. 21, 28] where the segment
is half the spheroid differs from the above in that the distance
CD or c/2 vanishes, and the rectangles cb + b2 are simply squares
(b2), so that the gnomons are simply the differences between b'
and a?, V and (2a;)2, and so on.

Instead therefore of Prop. 2 we use the Lemma to Prop. 2,
Cor. 1, given above [On Spirals, Prop. 10], and instead of the

ratio (c + 6) : (jr + -5-1 we obtain the ratio 3 : 2, whence
\.s o J

(segment ABB') : (cone or segment of cone ABB') = 2 : 1 .

[This result can also be obtained by simply substituting
CA for AD in the ratio (SCA -AD) : (20A - AD).]
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Propositions 31, 32.

If a plane divide a spheroid into two unequal segments, and
if AN, A'N be the axes of the lesser and greater segments
respectively, while G is the centre of the spheroid, then
(greater segmt.) : (cone or segmt. of cone with same base and aocis)

= CA+AN:AN.
Let the plane dividing the spheroid be that through PP'

perpendicular to the plane of the paper, and let the latter plane
be that through the axis of the spheroid which intersects the
cutting plane in PP' and makes the elliptic section PAP'A'.

Draw the tangents to the ellipse which are parallel to PP';
let them touch the ellipse at A, A', and through the tangents
draw planes parallel to the base of the segments. These planes
will touch the spheroid at A, A', the line AA' will pass
through the centre G and bisect PP' in N, while AN, A'N will
be the axes of the segments.

Then (1) if the cutting plane be perpendicular to the axis
of the spheroid, AA' will be that axis, and A, A' will be the
vertices of the spheroid as well as of the segments. Also the
sections of the spheroid by the cutting plane and all planes
parallel to it will be circles.

(2) If the cutting plane be not perpendicular to the axis,
10�2
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the base of the segments will be an ellipse of which PP' is an
axis, and the sections of the spheroid by all planes parallel
to the cutting plane will be similar ellipses.

Draw a plane through C parallel to the base of the segments
and meeting the plane of the paper in BB'.

Construct three cones or segments of cones, two having A
for their common vertex and the plane sections through PP',
BB' for their respective bases, and a third having the plane
section through PP' for its base and A' for its vertex.

Produce GA to H and GA' to H' so that

AH = A'H' = GA.

We have then to prove that

(segment A'PP'): (cone or segment of cone A'PP')

= GA + AN: AN

= NH : AN.

Now half the spheroid is double of the cone or segment of a
cone ABB' [Props. 27, 28]. Therefore

(the spheroid) = 4 (cone or segment of cone ABB').

But

(cone or segmt. of cone ABB') : (cone or segmt. of cone APP')

= (CA :AN).(BCr:PN*)

= (CA : AN).(CA .CA': AN. A'N)...(a).

If we measure AK along AA' so that

AK : AC = AG : AN,

we have AK. A'N : AC. A'N = GA : AN,

and the compound ratio in (a) becomes

(AK. A'N : CA . A'N). (GA . CA' : AN. A'N),

i.e. AK.CA': AN. A'N.

Thus

(cone or segmt. of cone ABB') : (cone or segmt. of cone APP')

= AK.CA':AN.A'N.
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But (cone or segment of cone APP') : (segment APP')

= A'N : NH' [Props. 29, 30]

= AN.A'N:AN.NH'.
Therefore, ex aequali,

(cone or segment of cone ABB') : (segment APP')

= AK.GA' -.AN.NH',

so that (spheroid) : (segment APP')

= HH'.AK:AN.NH',

since HH' = 4<CA'.

Hence (segment A'PP') : (segment APP')

= (HH' .AK-AN. NH') : AN. NH'

= (AK. NH + NH'. NK) : AN. NH'.
Further,

(segment APP') : (cone or segment of cone APP')

= NH' :A'N

= AN.NH':AN.A'N,
and

(cone or segmt. of cone APP') : (cone or segmt. of cone A'PP')

= AN : A'N

= AN.A'N: A'N*.

From the last three proportions we obtain, ex aequali,

(segment A'PP') : (cone or segment of cone A'PP')

=:(AK.NH + NH'.NK) : A'N*

= (AK. NH + NH'. NK) : (CA' + NH'. ON)

= (AK. NH + NH'. NK) : (AK. AN + NH'. CN)...(/3).

But
AK.NH : AK.AN=NH : AN

= GA+AN:AN

(since AK : AC = AC : AN)
= HK:CA

= HK-NH: CA-AN

= NK:GN

= NH'.NK :
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Hence the ratio in (/3) is equal to the ratio

AK.NH: AK.AN, or NH � AN.

Therefore

(segment A'PP') : (cone or segment of cone A'PP')

=NH:AN

= CA+AN : AN.

[If (x, y) be the coordinates of P referred to the conjugate
diameters A A', BB' as axes of x, y, and if 2a, 26 be the lengths
of the diameters respectively, we have, since

(spheroid) � (lesser segment) = (greater segment),

. ,� 2a+ % , . . 2a � x �. .
4.a62 ��.y*(a � x)= .y"(a + x);a+x J a�xjy '

and the above proposition is the geometrical proof of the truth
of this equation where x, y are connected by the equation
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"ARCHIMEDES to Dositheus greeting.

Of most of the theorems which I sent to Conon, and of
which you ask me from time to time to send you the proofs, the
demonstrations are already before you in the books brought to
you by Heracleides; and some more are also contained in that
which I now send you. Do not be surprised at my taking a
considerable time before publishing these proofs. This has
been owing to my desire to communicate them first to persons
engaged in mathematical studies and anxious to investigate
them. In fact, how many theorems in geometry which have
seemed at first impracticable are in time successfully worked out!
Now Conon died before he had sufficient time to investigate
the theorems referred to; otherwise he would have discovered
and made manifest all these things, and would have enriched
geometry by many other discoveries besides. For I know well
that it was no common ability that he brought to bear on
mathematics, and that his industry was extraordinary. But,
though many years have elapsed since Conon's death, I do not
find that any one of the problems has been stirred by a single
person. I wish now to put them in review one by one,
particularly as it happens that there are two included among
them which are impossible of realisation* [and which may
serve as a warning] how those who claim to discover every-
thing but produce no proofs of the same may be confuted as
having actually pretended to discover the impossible.

* Heiberg reads ri\os Si noOeedneva, but F has TAOI/S, SO that the true reading
is perhaps rlXovs Si Tori.SebiJ.eva. The meaning appears to be simply ' wrong.'
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What are the problems I mean, and what are those of which
you have already received the proofs, and those of which the
proofs are contained in this book respectively, I think it proper
to specify. The first of the problems was, Given a sphere, to find
a plane area equal to the surface of the sphere; and this was
first made manifest on the publication of the book concerning the
sphere, for, when it is once proved that the surface of any sphere
is four times the greatest circle in the sphere, it is clear that it
is possible to find a plane area equal to the surface of the sphere.
The second was, Given a cone or a cylinder, to find a sphere
equal to the cone or cylinder; the third, To cut a given sphere
by a plane so that the segments of it have to one another an
assigned ratio ; the fourth, To cut a given sphere by a plane so
that the segments of the surface have to one another an assigned
ratio; the fifth, To make a given segment of a sphere similar to
a given segment of a sphere *; the sixth, Given two segments of
either the same or different spheres, to find a segment of a sphere
which shall be similar to one of the segments and have its
surface equal to the surface of the other segment. The seventh
was, From a given sphere to cut off a segment by a plane so
that the segment bears to the cone which has the same base as
the segment and equal height an assigned ratio greater than
that of three to two. Of all the propositions just enumerated
Heracleides brought you the proofs. The proposition stated
next after these was wrong, viz. that, if a sphere be cut by a
plane into unequal parts, the greater segment will have to the
less the duplicate ratio of that which the greater surface has to
the less. That this is wrong is obvious by what I sent you
before; for it included this proposition: If a sphere be cut into
unequal parts by a plane at right angles to any diameter in the
sphere, the greater segment of the surface will have to the less
the same ratio as the greater segment of the diameter has
to the less, while the greater segment of the sphere has to the
less a ratio less than the duplicate ratio of that which the

* T6 Sodiv Tfidfia a<patpas TI} SoOhin T/id/xaTi atpalpas 6/xo«i<r<u, i.e. to make a
segment of a sphere similar to one given segment and equal in content to
another given segment. [Cf. On the Sphere and Cylinder, II. 5.]
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greater surface has to the less, but greater than the sesqui-
alterate* of that ratio. The last of the problems was also wrong,
viz. that, if the diameter of any sphere be cut so that the square
on the greater segment is triple of the square on the lesser
segment, and if through the point thus arrived at a plane be
drawn at right angles to the diameter and cutting the sphere,
the figure in such a form as is the greater segment of the sphere
is the greatest of all the segments which have an equal surface.
That this is wrong is also clear from the theorems which I
before sent you. For it was there proved that the hemisphere
is the greatest of all the segments of a sphere bounded by an
equal surface.

After these theorems the following were propounded con-
cerning the conef. If a section of a right-angled cone [a
parabola], in which the diameter [axis] remains fixed, be made to
revolve so that the diameter [axis] is the axis [of revolution],
let the figure described by the section of the right-angled cone
be called a conoid. And if a plane touch the conoidal figure
and another plane drawn parallel to the tangent plane cut off
a segment of the conoid, let the base of the segment cut off be
defined as the cutting plane, and the vertex as the point in which
the other plane touches the conoid. Now, if the said figure be
cut by a plane at right angles to the axis, it is clear that the
section will be a circle; but it needs to be proved that the
segment cut off will be half as large again as the cone which has
the same base as the segment and equal height. And if two
segments be cut off from the conoid by planes drawn in any
manner, it is clear that the sections will be sections of acute-
angled cones [ellipses] if the cutting planes be not at right
angles to the axis; but it needs to be proved that the
segments will bear to one another the ratio of the squares on
the lines drawn from their vertices parallel to the axis to meet
the cutting planes. The proofs of these propositions are not
yet sent to you.

After these came the following propositions about the spiral,

* (\6yov) fietfyva rj i)iu6\u>v rod, o» (\ti K.T.X., i.e. a ratio greater than (the
ratio of the surfaces) $. See On the Sphere and Cylinder, II. 8.

t This should be presumably ' the conoid,' not ' the cone.'
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which are as it were another sort of problem having nothing
in common with the foregoing; and I have written out the
proofs of them for you in this book. They are as follows. If a
straight line of which one extremity remains fixed be made to
revolve at a uniform rate in a plane until it returns to the
position from which it started, and if, at the same time as the
straight line revolves, a point move at a uniform rate along the
straight line, starting from the fixed extremity, the point will
describe a spiral in the plane. I say then that the area
bounded by the spiral and the straight line which has returned
to the position from which it started is a third part of the circle
described with the fixed point as centre and with radius the
length traversed by the point along the straight line during the
one revolution. And, if a straight line touch the spiral at the
extreme end of the spiral, and another straight line be drawn at
right angles to the line which has revolved and resumed its
position from the fixed extremity of it, so as to meet the
tangent, I say that the straight line so drawn to meet it is
equal to the circumference of the circle. Again, if the revolving
line and the point moving along it make several revolutions
and return to the position from which the straight line started,
I say that the area added by the spiral in the third revolution
will be double of that added in the second, that in the fourth
three times, that in the fifth four times, and generally the areas
added in the later revolutions will be multiples of that added in
the second revolution according to the successive numbers,
while the area bounded by the spiral in the first revolution is a
sixth part of that added in the second revolution. Also, if on
the spiral described in one revolution two points be taken and
straight lines be drawn joining them to the fixed extremity of
the revolving line, and if two circles be drawn with the fixed
point as centre and radii the lines drawn to the fixed extremity
of the straight line, and the shorter of the two lines be produced,
I say that (1) the area bounded by the circumference of the
greater circle in the direction of (the part of) the spiral included
between the straight lines, the spiral (itself) and the produced
straight line will bear to (2) the area bounded by the circum-
ference of the lesser circle, the same (part of the) spiral and the
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straight line joining their extremities the ratio which (3) the
radius of the lesser circle together with two thirds of the excess
of the radius of the greater circle over the radius of the lesser
bears to (4) the radius of the lesser circle together with one
third of the said excess.

The proofs then of these theorems and others relating to the
spiral are given in the present book. Prefixed to them, after the
manner usual in other geometrical works, are the propositions
necessary to the proofs of them. And here too, as in the books
previously published, I assume the following lemma, that, if
there be (two) unequal lines or (two) unequal areas, the excess
by which the greater exceeds the less can, by being [continually]
added to itself, be made to exceed any given magnitude among
those which are comparable with [it and with] one another."

Proposition 1 .

If a point move at a uniform, rate along any line, and two
lengths be taken on it, they will be proportional to the times of
describing them.

Two unequal lengths are taken on a straight line, and two
lengths on another straight line representing the times; and
they are proved to be proportional by taking equimultiples of
each length and the corresponding time after the manner of
Eucl. V. Def. 5.

Proposition 2 .

If each of two points on different lines respectively move along
them each at a uniform rate, and if lengths be taken, one on each
line, forming pairs, such that each pair are described in equal
times, the lengths will be proportionals.

This is proved at once by equating the ratio of the lengths
taken on one line to that of the times of description, which
must also be equal to the ratio of the lengths taken on the other
line.
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Proposition 3 .

Given any number of circles, it is possible to find a straight
line greater than the sum of all their circumferences.

For we have only to describe polygons about each and then
take a straight line equal to the sum of the perimeters of the
polygons.

Proposition 4 .

Given two unequal lines, viz. a straight line and the circum-
ference of a circle, it is possible to find a straight line less than
the greater of the two lines and greater than the less.

For, by the Lemma, the excess can, by being added a sufficient
number of times to itself, be made to exceed the lesser line.

Thus e.g., if c > I (where c is the circumference of the circle
and I the length of the straight line), we can find a number n
such that

n (c � l)> I.

Therefore c � I > - ,
n

, , I .
a n d c> I + - > I.

n
Hence we have only to divide I into n equal parts and add

one of them to I. The resulting line will satisfy the condition.

Proposition 5.

Given a circle with centre 0, and the tangent to it at a point
A, it is possible to draw from 0 a straight line OPF, meeting the
circle in P and the tangent in F, such that, if c be the circum-
ference of any given circle whatever,

FP :0P< (arc AP) : c.

Take a straight line, as D, greater than the circumference c.
[Prop. 3]
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Through 0 draw OH parallel to the given tangent, and
draw through A a line APH, meeting the circle in P and OH

in H, such that the portion PH intercepted between the circle
and the line OH may be equal to B*. Join OP and produce
it to meet the tangent in F.

Then FP : OP = AP : PH, by parallels,
= AP:B
< (arc AP) : c.

Proposition 6.

Given a circle with centre 0, a chord AB less than the
diameter, and OM the perpendicular on AB from 0, it is possible
to draw a straight line OFP, meeting the chord AB in F and the
circle in P, such that

FP:PB = D:E,
where D : E is any given ratio less than BM : MO.

Draw OH parallel to AB, and BT perpendicular to BO
meeting OH in T.

Then the triangles BMO, OBT are similar, and therefore

BM:MO = OB: BT,
whence D : E < OB : BT.

* This construction, which is assumed without any explanation as to how it
is to be effected, is described in the original Greek thus: "let PH be placed
(xela-Bu) equal to D, verging (vtiovaa) towards A." This is the usual phraseology
used in the type of problem known by the name of vevau.
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Suppose that a line PH (greater than BT) is taken such
that

D:E=OB:PH,

and let PH be so placed that it passes through B and P lies on
the circumference of the circle, while H is on the line OH*.
(PH will fall outside BT, because PH > BT.) Join OP meeting
AB in F.

We now have
FP :PB=OP: PH

= OB:PH
= D :E.

Proposition 7.

Given a circle with centre 0, a chord AB less than the
diameter, and OM the perpendicular on it from 0, it is possible
to draw from 0 a straight line OPF, meeting the circle in P and
AB produced in F, such that

FP:PB = B: E,

where D : E is any given ratio greater than BM : MO.

Draw OT parallel to AB, and BT perpendicular to BO
meeting OT in T.

* The Greek phrase is "let PH be placed between the circumference and the
straight line (OH) through B." The construction is assumed, like the similar
one in the last proposition.
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In this case, D:E> BM: MO
> OB : BT, by similar triangles.

Take a line PH (less than BT) such that
D:E=OB:PH,

and place PH so that P, H are on the circle and on OT respec-
tively, while HP produced passes through B *.

Then FP:PB=OP:PH
= D:E.

Proposition 8.
Given a circle with centre 0, a chord AB less than the

diameter, the tangent at B, and the perpendicular OM from 0
on AB, it is possible to draw from 0 a straight line OFP,
meeting the chord AB in F, the circle in P and the tangent in G,
such that

FP :BG = D:E,
where D : E is any given ratio less than BM : MO.

If OT be drawn parallel to A B meeting the tangent at B in T,
BM:MO = OB: BT,

so that D:E<OB:BT.
Take a point G on TB produced such that

D:E=OB :BC,
whence BC > BT.

* PH is described in the Greek as veiovaav M (verging to) the point B. As
before the construction is assumed.
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Through the points 0, T, C describe a circle, and let OB be
produced to meet this circle in K.

Then, since BG > BT, and OB is perpendicular to GT, it is
possible to draw from 0 a straight line OGQ, meeting CT in G
and the circle about OTG in Q, such that GQ = BK*.

Let OGQ meet AB in F and the original circle in P.

Now GG.GT=OG.GQ;

and 0F:0G = BT: GT,

so that 0F.GT=0G.BT.
It follows that

GG .GT: OF.GT= OG .GQ : OG .BT,

or

Hence

and therefore
or

GG: 0F =
=

=

OP:OF =

PF:OP =
PF:BG=

_

/y/i 'D'T'

\JtxJ % ** *

BK: BT, by construction,
BG : OB

BG : OP.

BG : GG,

BG : 50,
OP-.BC

OB :BC

* The Greek words used are: " it is possible to place another [straight line]
GQ equal to KB verging (vevovaav) towards 0." This particular vtvcris is
discussed by Pappus (p. 298, ed. Hultsch). See the Introduction, chapter v.



ON SPIRALS. 161

Proposition 9.

Given a circle with centre 0, a chord AB less than the
diameter, the tangent at B, and the perpendicular OM from 0
on AB, it is possible to draw from 0 a straight line OPGF,
meeting the circle in P, the tangent in G, and AB produced in F,
such that

FP:BG = D: E,
where D : E is any given ratio greater than BM : MO.

Let OT be drawn parallel to AB meeting the tangent at B
inT.

Then D:E>BM:MO

> OB : BT, by similar triangles.

Produce TB to G so that

D:E=OB :BG,

whence BG < BT.

Describe a circle through the points 0, T, G, and produce OB
to meet this circle in K.

Then, since TB > BG, and OB is perpendicular to GT, it is
possible to draw from 0 a line OGQ, meeting GT in G, and the

H. A. 11
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circle about OTG in Q, such that GQ = BK*. Let OQ meet
the original circle in P and AB produced in F.

We now prove, exactly as in the last proposition, that

GG: OF=BK:BT

= BG :0P.
Thus, as before,

and

whence

OP
OP
PF

:OF = BG :GG,

:PF = BC:BG,

:BG=OP:BG

= OB:BG

= D.E.

Proposition 1O.

If Ax, Ait A3, ...An be n lines forming an ascending arith-
metical progression in which the common difference is equal
to Alt the least term, then

[Archimedes' proof of this proposition is given above, p. 107-
9, and it is there pointed out that the result is equivalent to

COR. 1. It follows from this proposition that

n.An* <3(A* + A* + ... + An*),
and also that

n.An*>3 (A* + A* + ... + A^).

[For the proof of the latter inequality see p. 109 above.]

COR. 2. All the results will equally hold if similar figures
a/re substituted for squares.

* See the note on the last proposition.
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Proposition 1 1 .

If Ax, A2,...An be n lines forming an ascending arith-
metical progression [in which the common difference is equal to
the least term -AJ*, then

(n -1) An* : (An* + An_* + .
<An*:{

but

(n- 1)An*: {A^.* + i M « + ... + A,')

[Archimedes sets out the terms side by side in the manner
shown in the figure, where BG = An, DE = -4n_i,...RS = Alt and
produces DE, FG,.. .RS until they are
respectively equal to BG or An> so that c H i T U
EH, GI,...SU in the figure are re-
spectively equal to Alt Ai...An^.l. He
further measures lengths BK, DL,
FM....PV along BG, DE, FG,.. .PQ re-
spectively each equal to RS.

The figure makes the relations
between the terms easier to see with
the eye, but the use of so large a
number of letters makes the proof B D F p R

somewhat difficult to follow, and it
may be more clearly represented as follows.]

It is evident that (An � A^ � i ^ .

The following proportion is therefore obviously true, viz.

(n - 1 ) An*: (n - 1 ) (An .A, + ̂  i ^ 1 )

K- L V- S

* The proposition is true even when the common diSerence is not equal to
Alt and is assumed in the more general form in Props. 25 and 26. But, as
Archimedes' proof assumes the equality of Al and the common difference, the
words are here inserted to prevent misapprehension.

11�2
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In order therefore to prove the desired result, we have only
to show that

but >(An_
I. To prove the first inequality, we have

= (n -1) A,1 + (n-l)A1. An^ + $(n-l) A^.. .(1).
And

+ (n-l)A*

2 + -o.»
+ A, +A2

+ nA1.An_1 (2).

Comparing the right-hand sides of (1) and (2), we see that
(n �l)J.is is common to both sides, and

(n -\)A1. An_x <nAx. Anr.1>

while, by Prop. 10, Cor. 1,

It follows therefore that

and hence the first part of the proposition is proved.

II. We have now, in order to prove the second result,
show that

(n -1 ) An. A, + tin - l)A^ > (An_* + A^ + ... +A*).
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The right-hand side is equal to

J + ...+ (A, + A,y + Ax*

... +AX)

i+...+Al \
+Aa +...+uln_2)

(n-l)A*

An_1 (3).

Comparing this expression with the right-hand side of (1) above,
we see that (n � 1)A* is common to both sides, and

while, by Prop. 10, Cor. 1,

i (n -1 ) ^ l ^ 8 > (A^ + A^* + ...+ A,*).
Hence

and the second required result follows.

COR. The results in the above proposition are equally true if
similar figures be substituted for squares on the several lines.

DEFINITIONS.

1. If a straight line drawn in a plane revolve at a uniform
rate about one extremity which remains fixed and return to
the position from which it started, and if, at the same time as
the line revolves, a point move at a uniform rate along the
straight line beginning from the extremity which remains fixed,
the point will describe a spiral (pug) in the plane.

2. Let the extremity of the straight line which remains
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fixed while the straight line revolves be called the origin*
(dpxa) of the spiral.

3. And let the position of the line from which the straight
line began to revolve be called the initial line* in the
revolution (apxa T«? Trepi<f>opa<i).

4. Let the length which the point that moves along the
straight line describes in one revolution be called the first
distance, that which the same point describes in the second
revolution the second distance, and similarly let the distances
described in further revolutions be called after the number of
the particular revolution.

5. Let the area bounded by the spiral described in the
first revolution and the first distance be called the first area,
that bounded by the spiral described in the second revolution
and the second distance the second area, and similarly for the
rest in order.

6. If from the origin of the spiral any straight line be
drawn, let that side of it which is in the same direction as that
of the revolution be called forward (Trpoayov/ieva), and that
which is in the other direction backward

7. Let the circle drawn with the origin as centre and the
first distance as radius be called the first circle, that drawn
with the same centre and twice the radius the second circle,
and similarly for the succeeding circles.

Proposition 12 .

If any number of straight lines drawn from the origin to
meet the spiral make equal angles with one another, the lines will
be in arithmetical progression.

[The proof ia obvious.]

* The literal translation would of course be the " beginning of the spiral"
and "the beginning of the revolution" respectively. But the modern names
will be more suitable for use later on, and are therefore employed here.
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Proposition 13.

If a straight line touch the spiral, it will touch it in one point
only.

Let 0 be the origin of the spiral, and BC a tangent to it.

If possible, let BG touch the spiral in two points P, Q.
Join OP, OQ, and bisect the angle POQ by the straight line OR
meeting the spiral in R.

Then [Prop. 12] OR is an arithmetic mean between OP and
OQ, or

OP + OQ = 20R.
But in any triangle POQ, if the bisector of the angle POQ
meets PQ in K,

0P + 0Q>20K*.
Therefore OK < OR, and it follows that some point on BC

between P and Q lies within the spiral. Hence BG cuts the
spiral; which is contrary to the hypothesis.

Proposition 14.
If Obe the origin, and P, Q two points on the first turn of

the spiral, and if OP, OQ produced meet the 'first circle'
AKP'Q' in P', Q' respectively, OA being the initial line, then

OP:OQ = (arc AKP') : {arc AKQ').

For, while the revolving line OA moves about 0, the point
A on it moves uniformly along the circumference of the circle

* This is assumed as a known proposition; but it is easily proved.
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AKP'Q', and at the same time the point describing the spiral
moves uniformly along OA.

Thus, while A describes the arc AKP', the moving point on
OA describes the length OP, and, while A describes the arc
AKQ', the moving point on OA describes the distance OQ.

Hence OP:OQ= (arc AKP') : (arc AKQ'). [Prop. 2]

Proposition 15.

IfP,Q be points on the second turn of the spiral, and OP,
OQ meet the 'first circle' AKP'Q' in P', Q', as in the last
proposition, and if cbe the circumference of the first circle, then

OP : OQ - c + (arc AKP') : c + (arc AKQ').

For, while the moving point on OA describes the distance
OP, the point A describes the whole of the circumference of
the ' first circle' together with the arc AKP'; and, while the
moving point on OA describes the distance OQ, the point A
describes the whole circumference of the ' first circle' together
with the arc AKQ'.

COR. Similarly, if P, Q are on the nth turn of the spiral,

OP:OQ = (n-l)c + (arc AKP') : (w- 1)c + (arc AKQ').
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Propositions 16, 17.

If BG be the tangent at P, any point on the spiral, PC being
the 'forward' part of BG, and if OP be joined, the angle OPG
is obtuse while the angle OPB is acute.

I. Suppose P to be on the first turn of the spiral.
Let OA be the initial line, AKP' the 'first circle.' Draw

the circle DLP with centre 0 and radius OP, meeting OA in
D. This circle must then, in the ' forward' direction from P,

fall within the spiral, and in the ' backward' direction outside
it, since the radii vectores of the spiral are on the ' forward' side
greater, and on the ' backward' side less, than OP. Hence the
angle OPG cannot be acute, since it cannot be less than the
angle between OP and the tangent to the circle at P, which is
a right angle.

It only remains therefore to prove that OPG is not a right
angle.

If possible, let it be a right angle. BG will then touch
the circle at P.

Therefore [Prop. 5] it is possible to draw a line OQG
meeting the circle through P in Q and BC in G, such that

GQ : OQ < (arc PQ) : (arc DLP) (1).
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Suppose that OG meets the spiral in R and the ' first circle'
in R'; and produce OP to meet the ' first circle' in P'.

From (1) it follows, componendo, that

GO:OQ< (arc DLQ) : (arc DLP)

< (arc AKR') : (arc AKP')

< OR : OP. [Prop. 14]

But this is impossible, because OQ = OP, and OR < OG.

Hence the angle OPC is not a right angle. It was also
proved not to be acute.

Therefore the angle OPG is obtuse, and the angle OPB
consequently acute.

II. If P is on the second, or the wth turn, the proof is the
same, except that in the proportion (1) above we have to
substitute for the arc DLP an arc equal to (p + arc DLP) or
(n � 1. p + arc DLP), where p is the perimeter of the circle

DLP through P. Similarly, in the later steps, p ov(n � l)p
will be added to each of the arcs DLQ and DLP, and c or
(n � 1) c to each of the arcs AKR', AKP', where c is the
circumference of the 'first circle' AKP'.
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Propositions 18, 19.

I. If OA be the initial line, A the end of the first turn of
the spiral, and if the tangent to the spiral at A be drawn, the
straight line OB drawn from 0 perpendicular to OA will meet
the said tangent in some point B, and OB will be equal to the
circumference of the 'first circle.'

II. If A' be the end of the second turn, the perpendicular
OB will meet the tangent at A' in some point B', and OB' will
be equal to 2 {circumference of' second circle').

III. Generally, if An be the end of the nth turn, and OB
meet the tangent at An in Bn, then

0Bn = ncn,

where cn is the circumference of the ' nth circle.'

I. Let AKC be the ' first circle.' Then, since the ' back-
ward ' angle between OA and the tangent at A is acute [Prop.
16], the tangent will meet the ' first circle' in a second point C.
And the angles CAO, BOA are together less than two right
angles; therefore OB will meet A 0 produced in some point B.

Then, if c be the circumference of the first circle, we have
to prove that

OB = c.
If not, OB must be either greater or less than c.
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(1) If possible, suppose OB > c.

Measure along OB a length OD less than OB but greater
than c.

We have then a circle AKC, a chord AC in it less than
the diameter, and a ratio A 0: OD which is greater than the
ratio A 0 : OB or (what is, by similar triangles, equal to it) the
ratio of $AC to the perpendicular from 0 on AC. Therefore
[Prop. 7] we can draw a straight line OPF, meeting the circle
in P and GA produced in F, such that

FP:PA=AO :0D.
Thus, alternately, since AO = PO,

FP:PO = PA: OD
< (arc PA) : c,

since (arc PA) > PA, and OD > c.
Gomponendo,

FO : PO < (c + arc PA) : c
<OQ:OA,

where OF meets the spiral in Q. [Prop. 15]

Therefore, since OA = OP, FO < OQ; which is impossible.

Hence OB }� c.
(2) If possible, suppose OB < o.

Measure OE along OB so that OE is greater than OB but
less than c.

In this case, since the ratio AO : OE is less than the ratio
AO : OB (or the ratio of $AG to the perpendicular from 0
on AC), we can [Prop. 8] draw a line OF'P'O, meeting AC in
F', the circle in P', and the tangent at A to the circle in 0,
such that

F'P':AQ = AO : OE.
Let OP'O cut the spiral in Q'.

Then we have, alternately,
F'P' :FO = AG: OE

> (arc AP') : c,
because AQ > (arc AP'), and OE < c.
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Therefore
F'O : P'O < (arc AKP) : c

<0Q' : OA. [Prop. 14]

But this is impossible, since OA = OP', and OQ' < OF'.

Hence OB -$ c.

Since therefore OB is neither greater nor less than c,

II. Let A'K'C be the 'second circle/ A'C being the
tangent to the spiral at A' (which will cut the second circle,
since the ' backward' angle OA'C is acute). Thus, as before,
the perpendicular OB' to OA' will meet A'C produced in some
point B'.

If then c' is the circumference of the 'second circle,' we
have to prove that OB' = 2c'.

F

For, if not, OB' must be either greater or less than 2c'.

(1) If possible, suppose OB' > 2c'.

Measure 0J7 along OB' so that OB' is less than OB' but
greater than 2c'.

Then, as in the case of the ' first circle' above, we can draw
a straight line OPF meeting the ' second circle' in P and C'A'
produced in F, such that

FP:PA' = A'O :0D'.
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Let OF meet the spiral in Q.

We now have, since A'O = PO,

FP:PO= PA': OD'
< (arc A'P) : 2c',

because (arc A'P) > A'P and OD' > 2c'.

Therefore FO : PO < (2c' + arc A'P) : 2c'

< OQ : OA'. [Prop. 15, Cor.]

Hence FO <0Q; which is impossible.

Thus OB' $ 2c'.

Similarly, as in the case of the ' first circle', we can prove that

OB' + 2c'.

Therefore OB' = 2c'.

III. Proceeding, in like manner, to the 'third' and suc-
ceeding circles, we shall prove that

0Bn = nCn.

Proposition 2O.

I. If P be any point on the first turn of the spiral and OT
be drawn perpendicular to OP, OT will meet the tangent at P to
the spiral in some point T; and, if the circle drawn with centre
0 and radius OP meet the initial line in K, then OT is equal to
the arc of this circle between K and P measured in the 'forward'
direction of the spiral.

II. Generally, if P be a point on the nth turn, and the
notation be as before, while p represents the circumference of the
circle with radius OP,

OT = (n � l)p + arc KP {measured 'forward').

I. Let P be a point on the first turn of the spiral, OA the
initial line, PR the tangent at P taken in the 'backward'
direction.

Then [Prop. 16] the angle OPR is acute. Therefore PR
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meets the circle through P in some point R; and also OT will
meet PR produced in some point T.

If now OT is not equal to the arc KRP, it must be either
greater or less.

(1) If possible, let OT be greater than the arc KRP.

Measure OTJ along OT less than OT but greater than the
arc KRP.

Then, since the ratio PO : OU is greater than the ratio
PO : OT, or (what is, by similar triangles, equal to it) the
ratio of $PR to the perpendicular from 0 on PR, we can draw
a line OQF, meeting the circle in Q and RP produced in F,
such that

FQ:PQ = PO:OU. [Prop. 7]

Let OF meet the spiral in Q'.

We have then
FQ : QO = PQ : OU

< (arc PQ) : (arc KRP), by hypothesis.

Componendo,

FO :Q0< (arc KRQ) : (arc KRP)

< OQ' : OP. [Prop. 14]
But QO = OP.
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Therefore FO < OQ'; which is impossible.

Hence OT if (arc KRP).

(2) The proof that OT �$ (arc KRP) follows the method of
Prop. 18, I. (2), exactly as the above follows that of Prop. 18,
I. (1).

Since then OT is neither greater nor less than the arc KRP,
it is equal to it.

II. If P be on the second turn, the same method shows
that

OT=p + (arc KRP);

and, similarly, we have, for a point P on the nth turn,

OT = (n - 1) p + (arc KRP).

Propositions 21, 22, 23.

Given an area bounded by any arc of a spiral and the lines
joining the extremities of the arc to the origin, it is possible to
circumscribe about the area one figure, and to inscribe in it
another figure, each consisting of similar sectors of circles, and
such that the circumscribed figure exceeds the inscribed by less
than any assigned area.

For let BG be any arc of the spiral, 0 the origin. Draw
the circle with centre 0 and radius OG, where G is the 'forward'
end of the arc.

Then, by bisecting the angle BOG, bisecting the resulting
angles, and so on continually, we shall ultimately arrive at
an angle COr cutting off a sector of the circle less than any
assigned area. Let COr be this sector.

Let the other lines dividing the angle BOG into equal parts
meet the spiral in P, Q, and let Or meet it in R. With 0 as
centre and radii OB, OP, OQ, OR respectively describe arcs of
circles Bp', bBq', pQr, qRc', each meeting the adjacent radii as
shown in the figure. In each case the arc in the 'forward'
direction from each point will fall within, and the arc in the
'backward' direction outside, the spiral.
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We have now a circumscribed figure and an inscribed figure
each consisting of similar sectors of circles. To compare their
areas, we take the successive sectors of each, beginning from 00,
and compare them.

The sector OCr in the circumscribed figure stands alone.

And (sector ORq) � (sector 0R&),
(sector OQp) = (sector OQr'),
(sector OPb) = (sector OPgf),

while the sector OBp' in the inscribed figure stands alone.
Hence, if the equal sectors be taken away, the difference be-

tween the circumscribed and inscribed figures is equal to the
difference between the sectors OCr and OBp'; and this difference
is less than the sector OCr, which is itself less than any
assigned area.

The proof is exactly the same whatever be the number of
angles into which the angle BOC is
divided, the only difference being
that, when the arc begins from the
origin, the smallest sectors OPb, OPqf
in each figure are equal, and there is
therefore no inscribed sector standing
by itself, so that the difference
between the circumscribed and in-
scribed figures is equal to the sector
OCr itself.

H. A. 12
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Thus the proposition is universally true.

COE. Since the area bounded by the spiral is intermediate
in magnitude between the circumscribed and inscribed figures,
it follows that

(1) a figure can be circumscribed to the area such that it
exceeds the area by less than any assigned space,

(2) a figure can be inscribed such that the area exceeds it by
less than any assigned space.

Proposition 24.

The area bounded by the first turn of the spiral and the
initial line is equal to one-third of the 'first circle' [= J7r(27ra)s,
where the spiral is r = aff\.

[The same proof shows equally that, if OP be any radius
vector in the first turn of the spiral, the area of the portion of
the spiral bounded thereby is equal to one-third of that sector of
the circle drawn with radius OP which is bounded by the initial
line and OP, measured in the 'forward' direction from the
initial line.]

Let 0 be the origin, OA the initial line, A the extremity of
the first turn.

Draw the ' first circle,' i.e. the circle with 0 as centre and
OA as radius.

Then, if Gx be the area of the first circle, i22 that of the first
turn of the spiral bounded by OA, we have to prove that

i?, = *<?,.
For, if not, J?j must be either greater or less than Cx.

I. If possible, suppose iJj < ̂ C .̂

We can then circumscribe a figure about i^ made up of
similar sectors of circles such that, if F be the area of this
figure,

F-&<&-&,
whence F< ^Q.
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Let OP, OQ,... be the radii of the circular sectors, beginning
from the smallest. The radius of the largest is of course OA.

The radii then form an ascending arithmetical progression
in which the common difference is equal to the least term OP.
If n be the number of the sectors, we have [by Prop. 10, Cor. 1]

n. OA2 < 3 (OP* + OQ* + ... + OA');

and, since the similar sectors are proportional to the squares on
their radii, it follows that

or F > £(?!.

But this is impossible, since F was less than $CX.

Therefore

II. If possible, suppose R^ > JOJ.

We can then inscribe a figure made up of similar sectors of
circles such that, if/ be its area,

R1-f<B1-^C1,
whence f> ^Cj.

If there are (n � 1) sectors, their radii, as OP, OQ,..., form
an ascending arithmetical progression in which the least term
is equal to the common difference, and the greatest term, as
OY, is equal to (n - 1) OP.

12�2
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Thus [Prop. 10, Cor. 1]
n.0Ai>3(0P*+0Q* + ...

whence Gx > 3/,

or f<lPii
which is impossible, since / > £(7,.

Therefore -Ri H ^ i -
Since then Rx is neither greater nor less than

[Archimedes does not actually find the area of the spiral
cut off by the radius vector OP, where P is any point on the
first turn; but, in order to do this, we have only to substitute

in the above proof the area of the sector KLP of the circle
drawn with 0 as centre and OP as radius for the area (7X of
the ' first circle', while the two figures made up of similar sectors
have to be circumscribed about and inscribed in the portion
OEP of the spiral. The same method of proof then applies
exactly, and the area of OEP is seen to be J (sector KLP).

We can prove also, by the same method, that, if P be a
point on the second, or any later turn, as the nth, the complete
area described by the radius vector from the beginning up to
the time when it reaches the position OP is, if C denote the
area of the complete circle with 0 as centre and OP as radius,
£ (0 + sector KLP) or £ (n � 1. C + sector KLP) respectively.

The area so described by the radius vector is of course not
the same thing as the area bounded by the last complete turn
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of the spiral ending at P and the intercepted portion of the
radius vector OP. Thus, suppose i^ to be the area bounded
by the first turn of the spiral and OA^ (the first turn ending at
Ax on the initial line), R^ the area added to this by the second
complete turn ending at A2 on the initial line, and so on. JBJ has
then been described twice by the radius vector when it arrives
at the position 0A2; when the radius vector arrives at the
position OAg, it has described Ej three times, the ring Ra twice,
and the ring .Rs once; and so on.

Thus, generally, if Cn denote the area of the ' nth circle,' we
shall have

... +nR1,
while the actual area bounded by the outside, or the complete
nth, turn and the intercepted portion of 0An will be equal to

Rn + -R -̂i + Rn-i + � �� + Ri-

It can now be seen that the results of the later Props. 25
and 26 may be obtained from the extension of Prop. 24 just
given.

To obtain the general result of Prop. 26, suppose BG to be
an arc on any turn whatever of the spiral, being itself less than
a complete turn, and suppose B to be beyond An the extremity
of the nth complete turn, while 0 is ' forward' from B.

Let - be the fraction of a turn between the end of the nth

turn and the point B.

Then the area described by the radius vector up to the
position OB (starting from the beginning of the spiral) is
equal to

( - ) (circle with rad. OB).

Also the area described by the radius vector from the beginning
up to the position 00 is

]( n +l\ (circle with rad. 00) + (sector
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The area bounded by OB, 00 and the portion BEG of the
spiral is equal to the difference between these two expressions;
and, since the circles are to one another as OB* to 00s, the
difference may be expressed as

i l(n +&\ (l - � ) (circle with rad. 00) + (sector B'MG)\ .

But, by Prop. 15, Cor.,

(» + - ) (circle B'MG) : \(n +2\ (circle B'MC) + (sector B'M0)\

= OB : 00,

so that

(n +£\ (circle B'MC): (sector B'MO) = OB : (00- OB).

T h u S
area BEG , \( OB \ /-, 0B

sector B'MG
OB \ /-,

OB (00 +OB)+ 00"
*' 00"
00. OB + $(0C-0B)*

OC*
The result of Prop. 25 is a particular case of this, and the
result of Prop. 27 follows immediately, as shown under that
proposition.]
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Propositions 25, 26, 27.

[Prop. 25.] If A% be the end of the second turn of the spiral,
the area bounded by the second turn and OA3 is to the area
of the 'second circle' in the ratio of 7 to 12, being the ratio of
{?Vi + Hra ~ ri)*} t° r*> where rlt r2 are the radii of the 'first'
and ' second' circles respectively.

[Prop. 26.] If BG be any arc measured in the 'forward'
direction on any turn of a spiral, not being greater than the
complete turn, and if a circle be drawn with 0 as centre and OC
as radius meeting OB in B', then

(area of spiral between OB, 00) : (sector OB'G)
= {OC.OB + $(OC- OB)*} : 0C\

[Prop. 27.] If i?j be the area of the first turn of the spiral
bounded by the initial line, -R2 the area of the ring added by the
second complete turn, B3 that of the ring added by the third turn,
and so on, then

R3 = 2R,, Bt = SB2, Bs = 4i?2,.... 22. = (» -1 )R*
Also 2^ = 6 ^ .

[Archimedes' proof of Prop. 25 is, mutatis mutandis, the
same as his proof of the more general Prop. 26. The latter
will accordingly be given here, and applied to Prop. 25 as a
particular case.]

Let BG be an arc measured in the ' forward' direction on
any turn of the spiral, GKB' the circle drawn with 0 as centre
and OG as radius.

Take a circle such that the square of its radius is equal
to OC. 0B + £ (OG- OBf, and let <r be a sector in it whose
central angle is equal to the angle BOG.
Thus o-: (sector OB'G) = {OG .OB + %(0C - OB)*} : OC,
and we have therefore to prove that

(area of spiral OBG) = a.

For, if not, the area of the spiral OBG (which we will call 8)
must be either greater or less than a.
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I. Suppose, if possible, S < <r.
Circumscribe to the area S a figure made up of similar

sectors of circles, such that, if F be the area of the figure,

F-8<<r-8,
whence F< <r.

Let the radii of the successive sectors, starting from OB,
be OP, 0Q,...0O. Produce OP, OQ,... to meet the circle
CKB',...

If then the lines OB, OP, OQ,... 00 be n in number, the
number of sectors in the circumscribed figure will be (n � 1),
and the sector OB'O will also be divided into (n � 1) equal
sectors. Also OB, OP, OQ,... OC will form an ascending
arithmetical progression of n terms.

Therefore [see Prop. 11 and Cor.]

(w - 1) OC*: (OP* + OQ* +... + OC2)

< OC*: {OC. OB + $(0C - OB)1}

< (sector OB'C) : <r, by hypothesis.

Hence, since similar sectors are as the squares of their radii,

(sector OB'C) : F< (sector OB'C) : <r,

so that F > cr.

But this is impossible, because F <<r.

Therefore
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II. Suppose, if possible, 8 > a.

Inscribe in the area S a figure made up of similar sectors of
circles such that, if/ be its area,

8-/<S-<r,
whence f> a.

Suppose OB, OP,... 0Y to be the radii of the successive
sectors making up the figure/, being (n � 1) in number.

We shall have in this case [see Prop. 11 and Cor.]
(n - 1) OC* : (OB* + OP' + ... + OY3)

whence (sector OB'G) : / > (sector OB'G) : a,
so that f<cr.
But this is impossible, because f> <r.

Therefore S if- <r.
Since then S is neither greater nor less than <r, it follows that

S=<T.

In the particular case where B coincides with Alt the end
of the first turn of the spiral, and G with As, the end of the
second turn, the sector OB'G becomes the complete 'second
circle,' that, namely, with 0A2 (or ra) as radius.

Thus
(area of spiral bounded by 0A2) : (' second circle')

= (2 + £) : 4 (since r3 =
= 7 : 12.

Again, the area of the spiral bounded by 0A3 is equal to
iJx + i2j (i.e. the area bounded by the first turn and 0Alt

together with the ring added by the second turn). Also the
'second circle' is four times the 'first circle,' and therefore
equal to 1 2 ^ .

Hence (2^ + R3) : 1 2 ^ = 7 : 12,
or E1 + Ei = 1R1.
Thus J2, = 6i2, (1).
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Next, for the third turn, we have

(R, + R2 + Rs) : (' third circle') = {jy, + } (r3 - r2)
2} : r3

2

= (3.2 + £ ) :3 s

= 19 : 27,

and (' third circle') = 9 (' first circle')

therefore A + M2 + R3 = 19R1,

and, by (1) above, it follows that

Rs = 12R1

(2),
and so on.

Generally, we have

2+... + Rn) : (nth circle) = {JW- , + i (r» - r^f] : rn\

) : (n - l th circle)

and (nth circle) : (n � lth circle) = rn*: rn_*.

Therefore

(i?! + R, +... + Rn) : (Ex + i?2 + ... + iin-i)

= {3n (n - 1) + 1} : {3 (n - l)(w - 2) + 1}.
Birimendo,

- 2 ) + l} (a).

Similarly

-Bn-x = (-Bi + R* + .» + -R»-2) = 6 (n - 2) : {3(» - 2) ( » - 3) + 1},

from which we derive

-Bi + R3 + ��� + Rn-i)

= 6 (n - 2) : {6 (n - 2) + 3 (n - 2) (n - 3) + 1}
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Combining (a) and (#), we obtain

» l ( ) ( )
Thus

J?2, Rs, Rt, ...Rn are in the ratio of the successive numbers
1,2,3...(»-1).

Proposition 28.

IfObe the origin and BG any arc measured in the 'forward'
direction on any turn of the spiral, let two circles be drawn
(1) with centre 0, and radius OB, meeting OG in G', and
(2) with centre 0 and radius OG, meeting OB produced in B'.
Then, if E denote the area bounded by the larger circular arc
B'G, the line B'B, and the spiral BG, while F denotes the area
bounded by the smaller arc BG', the line GC' and the spiral BG,

E : F= {OB + \(0O- OB)} : {OB + $(OC- OB)}.

Let tr denote the area of the lesser sector OBG'; then the
larger sector OB'G is equal to a + F + E.

Thus [Prop. 26]
(a- + F) : (<r + F + E) = {OG. OB +1 (OG - OB?} : 0C\. .(1),
whence

E : (o- + F) = {OG(OC -0B)-$ (OG - OBf}

= {OB (OG - OB) + § (OG - OB)"}
i(OG-OB)'} (2).
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Again
(( ) : OB3.

Therefore, by the first proportion above, ex aequali,

(a + F) :<T = {OC.OB + $(OC-OB)S} : 0B\
whence

(<r + F):F = {00. OB + $(00- OB)*}

: {OB (00 -0B) + $ (00 - OB)'}.

Combining this with (2) above, we obtain

E : F= {OB (00 - OB) + § (00 - OB)"}
: {OB (00 -0B) + % (00 - OBf\

= {OB + § (00 - OB)} :{OB + $(OC- OB)}.



ON THE EQUILIBRIUM OF PLANES

OR

THE CENTRES OF GRAVITY OF PLANES.

BOOK I.

" I POSTULATE the following:

1. Equal weights at equal distances are in equilibrium,
and equal weights at unequal distances are not in equilibrium
but incline towards the weight which is at the greater distance.

2. If, when weights at certain distances are in equilibrium,
something be added to one of the weights, they are not in
equilibrium but incline towards that weight to which the
addition was made.

3. Similarly, if anything be taken away from one of the
weights, they are not in equilibrium but incline towards the
weight from which nothing was taken.

4. When equal and similar plane figures coincide if applied
to one another, their centres of gravity similarly coincide.

5. In figures which are unequal but similar the centres of
gravity will be similarly situated. By points similarly situated
in relation to similar figures I mean points such that, if straight
lines be drawn from them to the equal angles, they make equal
angles with the corresponding sides.
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6. If magnitudes at certain distances be in equilibrium,
(other) magnitudes equal to them will also be in equilibrium at
the same distances.

7. In any figure whose perimeter is concave in (one and)
the same direction the centre of gravity must be within the
figure."

Proposition 1.

Weights which balance at equal distances are equal.

For, if they are unequal, take away from the greater the
difference between the two. The remainders will then not
balance [Post. 3]; which is absurd.

Therefore the weights cannot be unequal.

Proposition 2.
Unequal weights at equal distances will not balance but will

incline towards the greater weight.

For take away from the greater the difference between the
two. The equal remainders will therefore balance [Post. 1].
Hence, if we add the difference again, the weights will not
balance but incline towards the greater [Post. 2].

Proposition 3.
Unequal weights will balance at unequal distances, the greater

weight being at the lesser distance.

Let A, B be two unequal weights (of which A is the
greater) balancing about C at distances AC, BG respectively.

A 6 B

Then shall AC be less than BG. For, if not, take away
from A the weight (A � B.) The remainders will then incline
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towards B [Post. 3]. But this is impossible, for (1) if AC� CB,
the equal remainders will balance, or (2) ii AC > CB, they will
incline towards A at the greater distance [Post. 1].

Hence AC<CB.

Conversely, if the weights balance, and AC< CB, then
A>B.

Proposition 4.

If two equal weights have not the same centre of gravity, the
centre of gravity of both taken together is at the middle point of
the line joining their centres of gravity.

[Proved from Prop. 3 by reductio ad absurdvm. Archimedes
assumes that the centre of gravity of both together is on the
straight line joining the centres of gravity of each, saying that
this had been proved before (irpo&iSeiKTai). The allusion is no
doubt to the lost treatise On levers (-n-epl £vy<£v).]

Proposition 5.

If three equal magnitudes have their centres of gravity on a
straight line at equal distances, the centre of gravity of the
system mil coincide with that of the middle magnitude.

[This follows immediately from Prop. 4.]

COR 1. The same is true of any odd number of magnitudes
if those which are at equal distances from the middle one are
equal, while the distances between their centres of gravity are
equal.

COR. 2. If there be an even number of magnitudes with
their centres of gravity situated at equal distances on one straight
line, and if the two middle ones be equal, while those which are
equidistant from them (on each side) are equal respectively, the
centre of gravity of the system is the middle point of the line
joining the centres of gravity of the two middle ones.
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Propositions 6, 7.

Two magnitudes, whether commensurable [Prop. 6] or in-
commensurable [Prop. 7], balance at distances reciprocally
proportional to the magnitudes.

I. Suppose the magnitudes A, B to be commensurable,
and the points A, B to be their centres of gravity. Let BE be
a straight line so divided at G that

A :B = DC:GE.
We have then to prove that, if A be placed at E and B at

D, C is the centre of gravity of the two taken together.

c
� i �

Since A, B are commensurable, so are DC, GE. Let N be
a common measure of DC, CE. Make DH, DK each equal to
GE, and EL (on GE produced) equal to CD. Then EH= CD,
since DH^CE. Therefore LH is bisected at E, as HK is
bisected at D.

Thus LH, HK must each contain N an even number of
times.

Take a magnitude 0 such that 0 is contained as many
times in A as N is contained in LH, whence

A:0 = LH :K
But B:A = CE :DC

= HK:LH.
Hence, ex aequali, B : 0 = HK : N, or 0 is contained in B as
many times as JV is contained in HK.

Thus 0 is a common measure of A, B.
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Divide LH, HK into parts each equal to N, and A, B into
parts each equal to 0. The parts of A will therefore be equal
in number to those of LH, and the parts of B equal in number
to those of HK. Place one of the parts of A at the middle
point of each of the parts N of LH, and one of the parts of B
at the middle point of each of the parts N of HK.

Then the centre of gravity of the parts of A placed at equal
distances on LH will be at E, the middle point of LH [Prop. 5,
Cor. 2], and the centre of gravity of the parts of B placed at
equal distances along HK will be at D, the middle point of HK.

Thus we may suppose A itself applied at E, and B itself
applied at D.

But the system formed by the parts 0 of A and B together
is a system of equal magnitudes even in number and placed at
equal distances along LK. And, since LE = CD, and EG = DK,
LG = CK, so that G is the middle point of LK. Therefore C is
the centre of gravity of the system ranged along LK.

Therefore A acting at E and B acting at D balance about
the point C.

II. Suppose the magnitudes to be incommensurable, and
let them be (A + a) and B respectively. Let BE be a line
divided at G so that

(A+a) :B = DG:CE.
c

- f -

Then, if (A + a) placed at E and B placed at D do not
balance about G, (A + a) is either too great to balance B, or not
great enough.

Suppose, if possible, that (A + a) is too great to balance B.
Take from (A+a) a magnitude a smaller than the deduction
which would make the remainder balance B, but such that the
remainder A and the magnitude B are commensurable.

H. A. 13
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Then, since A, B are commensurable, and

A :B<DC:GE,
A and B will not balance [Prop. 6], but D will be depressed.

But this is impossible, since the deduction a was an
insufficient deduction from (A + a) to produce equilibrium, so
that E was still depressed.

Therefore {A + a) is not too great to balance B; and
similarly it may be proved that B is not too great to balance
(4 + a).

Hence (A + a), B taken together have their centre of
gravity at G.

Proposition 8.

If AB be a magnitude whose centre of gravity is C, and AD
a part of it whose centre of gravity is F, then the centre of
gravity of the remaining part will be a point Q on FG produced
such that

00 : CF= (AD) : (DE).

F

D

C H

1

For, if the centre of gravity of the remainder (DE) be not
0, let it be a point H. Then an absurdity follows at once from
Props. 6, 7.

Proposition 9.

The centre of gravity of any parallelogram lies on the
straight line joining the middle points of opposite sides.

Let ABCD be a parallelogram, and let EF join the middle
points of the opposite sides AD, BC.

If the centre of gravity does not lie on EF, suppose it to be
H, and draw HK parallel to A D or BG meeting EF in K.
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Then it is possible, by bisecting ED, then bisecting the
halves, and so on continually, to arrive at a length EL less

than KH. Divide both AE and ED into parts each equal
to EL, and through the points of division draw parallels to AB
or CD.

We have then a number of equal and similar parallelograms,
and, if any one be applied to any other, their centres of gravity
coincide [Post. 4]. Thus we have an even number of equal
magnitudes whose centres of gravity lie at equal distances along
a straight line. Hence the centre of gravity of the whole
parallelogram will lie on the line joining the centres of gravity
of the two middle parallelograms [Prop. 5, Cor. 2].

But this is impossible, for H is outside the middle
parallelograms.

Therefore the centre of gravity cannot but lie on EF.

Proposition 1O.

The centre of gravity of a parallelogram is the point of
intersection of its diagonals.

For, by the last proposition, the centre of gravity lies on
each of the lines which bisect opposite sides. Therefore it
is at the point of their intersection; and this is also the
point of intersection of the diagonals.

Alternative proof.
Let ABGD be the given parallelogram, and BD a diagonal.

Then the triangles ABD, GDB are equal and similar, so that
[Post. 4], if one be applied to the other, their centres of gravity
will fall one upon the other.

13�2
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Suppose F to be the centre of gravity of the triangle ABD.
Let G be the middle point of BD.
Join FG and produce it to H, so
that FG = GH.

If we then apply the triangle
ABD to the triangle CDB so that
AD falls on GB and AB on CD, the
point F will fall on H.

But [by Post. 4] J* will fall on the centre of gravity of
GDB. Therefore H is the centre of gravity of GDB.

Hence, since F, H are the centres of gravity of the two
equal triangles, the centre of gravity of the whole parallelogram
is at the middle point of FH, i.e. at the middle point of BD,
which is the intersection of the two diagonals.

Proposition 1 1 .

If abc, ABC he two similar triangles, and g, G two points in
them similarly situated with respect to them respectively, then, if
g be the centre of gravity of the triangle abc, G must be the centre
of gravity of the triangle ABC.

Suppose ah : be : ca = AB : BG : GA.

The proposition is proved by an obvious reductio ad
absurdum. For, if G be not the centre of gravity of the
triangle ABC, suppose H to be its centre of gravity.

Post. 5 requires that g, H shall be similarly situated with
respect to the triangles respectively; and this leads at once
to the absurdity that the angles HAB, GAB are equal.
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Proposition 12.
Given two similar triangles abc, ABC, and d, D the middle

points of be, BC respectively, then, if the centre of gravity of abc
lie on ad, that of ABC will lie on AD.

Let g be the point on ad which is the centre of gravity
of abc.

b d o B D c

Take G on AD such that
ad : ag = AD : AG,

and join gb, gc, GB, GC.

Then, since the triangles are similar, and bd, BD are the
halves of be, BC respectively,

ab:bd = AB:BD,
and the angles abd, ABD are equal.

Therefore the triangles abd, ABD are similar, and

Also ba : ad = BA : AD,
while, from above, ad : ag � AD : AG.

Therefore ba:ag = BA : AG, while the angles bag, BAG
are equal.

Hence the triangles bag, BAG are similar, and
Zabg = zABG.

And, since the angles abd, ABD are equal, it follows that

In exactly the same manner we prove that
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Therefore g, 0 are similarly situated with respect to the
triangles respectively; whence [Prop. 11] Q is the centre of
gravity of ABC.

Proposition 13.

In any triangle the centre of gravity lies on the straight line
joining any angle to the middle point of the opposite side.

Let ABC be a triangle and D the middle point of BC.
Join AD. Then shall the centre of gravity lie on AD.

For, if possible, let this not be the case, and let H be the
centre of gravity. Draw HI parallel to GB meeting AD in / .

Then, if we bisect DC, then bisect the halves, and so on,
we shall at length arrive at a length, as DE, less than HI.

Divide both BD and DC into lengths each equal to DE, and
through the points of division draw lines each parallel to DA
meeting BA and AC in points as K, L, M and N, P, Q
respectively.

Join MN, LP, KQ, which lines will then be each parallel
to BC.

We have now a series of parallelograms as FQ, TP, 8N,
and AD bisects opposite sides in each. Thus the centre
of gravity of each parallelogram lies on i D [Prop. 9], and
therefore the centre of gravity of the figure made up of them
all lies on AD.
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Let the centre of gravity of all the parallelograms taken
together be 0. Join OH and produce it; also draw GV
parallel to DA meeting OH produced in V.

Now, if n be the number of parts into which AC is divided,

AADG : (sum of triangles on AN, NP,...)

= n2 : n

= n: 1
= AC:AN.

Similarly

AABD : (sum of triangles on AM, ML, ...) = AB : AM.

And AC: AN = AB:AM.

It follows that

A ABC : (sum of all the small As) = CA : AN
> VO : OH, by parallels.

Suppose 0 V produced to X so that

A ABC : (sum of small As) = X0 : OH,

whence, dividends,

(sum of parallelograms) : (sum of small As) = XH : HO.

Since then the centre of gravity of the triangle ABG is at H,
and the centre of gravity of the part of it made up of the
parallelograms is at 0, it follows from Prop. 8 that the centre
of gravity of the remaining portion consisting of all the small
triangles taken together is at X.

But this is impossible, since all the triangles are on one side
of the line through X parallel to AD.

Therefore the centre of gravity of the triangle cannot but
lie on AD.

Alternative proof.

Suppose, if possible, that H, not lying on AD, is the centre
of gravity of the triangle ABC. Join AH, BH, CH. Let
E, F be the middle points of CA, AB respectively, and join
DE, EF, FD. Let EF meet AD in M.
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Draw FK, EL parallel to AH meeting BH, GH in K, L
respectively. Join KB, HB, LB, KL. Let KL meet BH in
N, and join MN.

Since BE is parallel to AB, the triangles ABC, EBG are
similar.

And, since CE=EA, and EL is parallel to AH, it follows
that CL = LH. And GB = BB. Therefore BH is parallel
toDZ.

Thus in the similar and similarly situated triangles ABC,
EBG the straight lines AH, BH are respectively parallel to
EL, BL; and it follows that H, L are similarly situated with
respect to the triangles respectively.

But H is, by hypothesis, the centre of gravity of ABC.
Therefore L is the centre of gravity of EBG. [Prop. 11]

Similarly the point K is the centre of gravity of the
triangle FBB.

And the triangles FBB, EBG are equal, so that the centre
of gravity of both together is at the middle point of KL, i.e. at
the point N.

The remainder of the triangle ABC, after the triangles FBB,
EBG are deducted, is the parallelogram AFBE, and the centre
of gravity of this parallelogram is at M, the intersection of its
diagonals.

It follows that the centre of gravity of the whole triangle
ABC must lie on MN; that is, MN must pass through H, which
is impossible (since MN is parallel to AH).

Therefore the centre of gravity of the triangle ABC cannot
but lie on AB.
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Proposition 14.

It follows at once from the last proposition that the centre
of gravity of any triangle is at the intersection of the lines drawn
from any two angles to the middle points of the opposite sides
respectively.

Proposition 15.

If AD, BG be the two parallel sides of a trapezium A BCD,
AD being the smaller, and if AD, BG be bisected at E, F
respectively, then the centre of gravity of the trapezium is at a
point 0 on EF such that

GE:GF=(2BG + AD):(2AD + BG).
Produce BA, CD to meet at 0. Then FE produced will

also pass through 0, since AE = ED, and BF = FG.

Now the centre of gravity of the triangle OAD will lie on
OE, and that of the triangle OBG will lie on OF. [Prop. 13]

It follows that the centre of gravity of the remainder, the
trapezium A BCD, will also lie on OF. [Prop. 8]

Join BD, and divide it at L, M into three equal parts.
Through L, M draw PQ, RS parallel to BC meeting BA in
P, R, FE in W, V, and CD in Q, S respectively.

Join DF, BE meeting PQ in H and RS in K respectively.
Now, since
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Therefore H is the centre of gravity of the triangle DBG*.

Similarly, since EK = \ BE, it follows that K is the centre
of gravity of the triangle ADB.

Therefore the centre of gravity of the triangles DBG, ADB
together, i.e. of the trapezium, lies on the line HK.

But it also lies on OF.

Therefore, if OF, HK meet in G, G is the centre of gravity
of the trapezium.

Hence [Props. 6, 7]

A DBG : A ABD = KG : OH

= VQ:QW.

But ADBG:AABD = BG:AD.

Therefore BG : A D = VG : G W.

It follows that

(2BG + AD): (2AD + BG) = (2 VG + G W): (2G W + VG)

= EG: GF.
Q. E. D.

This easy deduction from Prop. 14 is assumed by Archimedes without
proof.
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BOOK II.

Proposition 1.

If P, P' be two parabolic segments and D, E tlieir centres
of gravity respectively, the centre of gravity of the two segments
taken together will be at a point C on DE determined by the
relation

P:P' = CE:CD*.
In the same straight line with DE measure EH, EL each

equal to DC, and DK equal to DH; whence it follows at once
that DK = CE, and also that KC^ GL.

/ D /
/ � )

* This proposition is really a particular case of Props. 6, 7 of Book I. and
is therefore hardly necessary. As, however, Book II. relates exclusively to
parabolic segments, Archimedes' object was perhaps to emphasize the fact
that the magnitudes in I. 6, 7 might be parabolio segments as well as
rectilinear figures. His procedure is to substitute for the segments rect-
angles of equal area, a substitution which is rendered possible by the results
obtained in his separate treatise on the Quadrature of the Parabola.
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Apply a rectangle MN equal in area to the parabolic
segment P to a base equal to KH, and place the rectangle so
that KH bisects it, and is parallel to its base.

Then B is the centre of gravity of MN, since KB = BH.

Produce the sides of the rectangle which are parallel to KH,
and complete the rectangle NO whose base is equal to HL.
Then E is the centre of gravity of the rectangle NO.

Now (MN) : (NO) = KH:HL

= BH:EH

= GE:GB

= P:P'.

But (MN) = P.

Therefore (N0) = P'.

Also, since G is the middle point of KL, G is the centre
of gravity of the whole parallelogram made up of the two
parallelograms (MN), (NO), which are equal to, and have the
same centres of gravity as, P, P' respectively.

Hence G is the centre of gravity of P, P' taken together.

Definition and lemmas preliminary to Proposition 3.

" If in a segment bounded by a straight line and a section
of a right-angled cone [a parabola] a triangle be inscribed
having the same base as the segment and equal height, if again
triangles be inscribed in the remaining segments having the
same bases as the segments and equal height, and if in the
remaining segments triangles be inscribed in the same manner,
let the resulting figure be said to be inscribed in the
recognised manner (yvaplfjuoi; iyypdfaadai) in the segment.

And it is plain

(1) that the lines joining the two angles of the figure so inscribed
which are nearest to the vertex of the segment, amd the neat
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pairs of angles in order, will be parallel to the base of the
segment,

(2) that the said lines will be bisected by the diameter of the
segment, and

(3) that they will cut the diameter in the proportions of the
successive odd numbers, the number one having reference to [the
length adjacent to] the vertex of the segment.

And these properties will have to be proved in their proper
places (ep rafc rdfjeaiv)."

[The last words indicate an intention to give these pro-
positions in their proper connexion with systematic proofs; but
the intention does not appear to have been carried out, or at
least we know of no lost work of Archimedes in which they
could have appeared. The results can however be easily
derived from propositions given in the Quadrature of the
Parabola as follows.

(1) Let BRQPApqrb be a figure inscribed 'in the recog-
nised manner' in the parabolic segment BAb of which Bb is
the base, A the vertex and AO the diameter.

Bisect each of the lines BQ, BA, QA, Aq, Ab, qb, and
through the middle points draw lines parallel to AO meeting
Bb in Q, F, E, e, f, g respectively.



206 ARCHIMEDES

These lines will then pass through the vertices R, Q, P,
p, q, r of the respective parabolic segments [Quadrature of the
Parabola, Prop. 18], i.e. through the angular points of the
inscribed figure (since the triangles and segments are of equal
height).

Also BO = OF = FE= EO, and Oe = ef=fg = gb. But
BO = Ob, and therefore all the parts into which Eb is divided
are equal.

If now AB, RO meet in L, and Ab, rg in I, we have

BO:GL = B0: OA, by parallels,

= bO:OA

= bg:gl,
whence OL = gl.

Again [ibid., Prop. 4]

OL:LR = B0: 00

= 60 : Og
= gl:lr;

and, since OL=gl, LR = Ir.

Therefore OR, gr are equal as well as parallel.

Hence ORrg is a parallelogram, and Rr is parallel to Bb.

Similarly it may be shown that Pp, Qq are each parallel
to Bb.

(2) Since RGgr is a parallelogram, and RO, rg are
parallel to A0, while 00=0g, it follows that Rr is bisected
by A0.

And similarly for Pp, Qq.

(3) Lastly, if 7, W, X be the points of bisection of Pp,
Qq, Rr,

AV-.AW-.AX-.AO^PV'-.QW'-.RX'-.BO'

= 1 : 4 : 9 : 16,

whence AV : VW : WX : X0 = l : 3 : 5 : 7.]
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Proposition 2 .

If a figure be 'inscribed in the recognised manner' in a
parabolic segment, the centre of gravity of the figure so inscribed
will lie on the diameter of the segment.

For, in the figure of the foregoing lemmas, the centre of
gravity of the trapezium BRrb must lie on XO, that of the
trapezium RQqr on WX, and so on, while the centre of gravity
of the triangle PAp lies on A V.

Hence the centre of gravity of the whole figure lies on A 0.

Proposition 3 .

If BAB', bob' be two similar parabolic segments whose
diameters are AO, ao respectively, and if a figure be inscribed
in each segment' in the recognised manner I the number of sides
in each figure being equal, the centres of gravity of the inscribed
figures will divide AO, ao in the same ratio.

[Archimedes enunciates this proposition as true of similar
segments, but it is equally true of segments which are not
similar, as the course of the proof will show.]

Suppose BRQPAP'Q'R'B', brqpap'q'r'b' to be the two
figures inscribed 'in the recognised manner.' Join PP', QQ',
RR' meeting AO in L, M, N, and pp', qq', rr1 meeting ao
in I, m, n.

Then [Lemma (3)]
AL-.LM -.MN-.NO

= 1 : 3 : 5 : 7
� al:lm: mn : no,

so that A 0, ao are divided in the same proportion.
Also, by reversing the proof of Lemma (3), we see that

PP':pp'=QQ' : qq' = RR' : rr' = BB' : W.
Since then RR' :BB' � rr':bb', and these ratios respec-

tively determine the proportion in which NO, no are divided
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by the centres of gravity of the trapezia BRR'B', brr'V [i. 15],
it follows that the centres of gravity of the trapezia divide NO,
no in the same ratio.

b'

B'

Similarly the centres of gravity of the trapezia BQQ'R',
rqq'r' divide MN, mn in the same ratio respectively, and so on.

Lastly, the centres of gravity of the triangles PAP', pap'
divide AL, al respectively in the same ratio.

Moreover the corresponding trapezia and triangles are, each
to each, in the same proportion (since their sides and heights
are respectively proportional), while AO, ao are divided in
the same proportion.

Therefore the centres of gravity of the complete inscribed
figures divide AO, ao in the same proportion.

Proposition 4.
The centre of gravity of any parabolic segment cut off by a

straight line lies on the diameter of the segment.

Let BAB' be a parabolic segment, A its vertex and AO its
diameter.

Then, if the centre of gravity of the segment does not lie on
AO, suppose it to be, if possible, the point F. Draw FE
parallel to AO meeting BB' in E.
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Inscribe in the segment the triangle ABB' having the same
vertex and height as the segment, and take an area 8 such
that

A ABB': S = BE:E0.

We can then inscribe in the segment 'in the recognised
manner' a figure such that the segments of the parabola left
over are together less than 8. [For Prop. 20 of the Quadrature
of the Parabola proves that, if in any segment the triangle with
the same base and height be inscribed, the triangle is greater
than half the segment; whence it appears that, each time that
we increase the number of the sides of the figure inscribed ' in
the recognised manner,' we take away more than half of the
remaining segments.]

Let the inscribed figure be drawn accordingly; its centre
of gravity then lies on A 0 [Prop. 2]. Let it be the point H.

Join HF and produce it to meet in K the line through B
parallel to AO.

Then we have

(inscribed figure) : (remainder of segmt.)> A ABB' : 8
>BE:E0
>KF:FH.

Suppose L taken on HK produced so that the former ratio is
equal to the ratio LF : FH.

14H. A.
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Then, since H is the centre of gravity of the inscribed
figure, and F that of the segment, L must be the centre
of gravity of all the segments taken together which form the
remainder of the original segment. [I. 8]

But this is impossible, since all these segments lie on one
side of the line drawn through L parallel to AO [Cf. Post. 7].

Hence the centre of gravity of the segment cannot but lie
on AO.

Proposition 5.

If in a parabolic segment a figure be inscribed 'in the
recognised manner' the centre of gravity of the segment is nearer
to the vertex of the segment than the centre of gravity of the
inscribed figure is.

Let BAB' be the given segment, and AO its diameter.
First, let ABB' be the triangle in-
scribed 'in the recognised manner.'

Divide AO in F so that AF= 2F0;
F is then the centre of gravity of the
triangle ABB'.

Bisect AB, AB' in D, D' respec-
tively, and join DD' meeting AO in E.
Draw DQ, D'Q' parallel to OA to meet
the curve. QD, Q'D' will then be the
diameters of the segments whose bases
are AB, AB', and the centres of gravity
of those segments will lie respectively
on QD, Q'D' [Prop. 4]. Let them be H, H', and join HH'
meeting A 0 in K.

Now QD, Q'D' are equal*, and therefore the segments of
which they are the diameters are equal [On Conoids and
Spheroids, Prop. 3].

* This may either be inferred from Lemma (1) above (since QQ', DD' are
both parallel to BB'), or from Prop. 19 of the Quadrature of the Parabola, which
applies equally to Q or Q'.
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Also, since QB, Q'B' are parallel*, and BE=EB', K is the
middle point of HH'.

Hence the centre of gravity of the equal segments AQB,
AQ'B' taken together is K, where K lies between E and A.
And the centre of gravity of the triangle ABB' is F.

It follows that the centre of gravity of the whole segment
BAB' lies between K and F, and is therefore nearer to the
vertex A than F is.

Secondly, take the five-sided figure BQAQ'B' inscribed 'in
the recognised manner,' QB, Q'B' being, as before, the diameters
of the segments AQB, AQ'B'.

Then, by the first part of this proposition, the centre of
gravity of the segment AQB (lying of course on QB) is nearer
to Q than the centre of gravity of the triangle AQB is. Let
the centre of gravity of the segment be H, and that of the
triangle / .

Similarly let H' be the centre of gravity of the segment
AQ'B', and / ' that of the triangle AQ'B'.

It follows that the centre of gravity
of the two segments AQB, AQ'B' taken
together is K, the middle point of HH',
and that of the two triangles AQB, AQ'B'
is L, the middle point of / / ' .

If now the centre of gravity of the
triangle ABB' be F, the centre of gravity
of the whole segment BAB' (i.e. that of
the triangle ABB' and the two segments
AQB, AQ'B' taken together) is a point
G on KF determined by the proportion

(sum of segments AQB, AQ'B') : A ABB' = FG : GK. [I. 6, 7]

* There is clearly some interpolation in the text here, which has the words
KOI iirel Tra.paKhTJktiypa.ii.iibv itsn T& 6ZHI. It is not yet proved that H'D'DH is
a parallelogram; this can only be inferred from the fact that H, H' divide QD,
Q'D' respectively in the same ratio. But this latter property does not appear
till Prop. 7, and is then only enunciated of similar segments. The interpolation
must have been made before Eutocius' time, because he has a note on the
phrase, and explains it by gravely assuming that H, H' divide QD, Q'D' respec-
tively in the same ratio.

14�2
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And the centre of gravity of the inscribed figure BQAQ'B'
is a point F' on LF determined by the proportion

(AAQB+ AAQ'B') : AABB' = FF': F'L. [I. 6, 7]

[Hence FO:GK> FF' : FL,

or OK:FQ<F'L:FF',

and, componendo, FK:FQ<FL: FF', while FK > FL.]

Therefore FQ > FF', or G lies nearer than F' to the vertex A.

Using this last result, and proceeding in the same way,
we can prove the proposition for any figure inscribed ' in the
recognised manner.'

Proposition 6.

Given a segment of a parabola cut off by a straight line, it is
possible to inscribe in it' in the recognised manner' a figure such
that the distance between the centres of gravity of the segment and
of the inscribed figure is less than any assigned length.

Let BAB' be the segment, AO its diameter, G its centre
of gravity, and ABB' the triangle inscribed ' in the recognised
manner.'

Let D be the assigned length and S an area such that

AG:B=AABB':S.

In the segment inscribe ' in the recognised manner' a figure
such that the sum of the segments left over is less than S.
Let F be the centre of gravity of the inscribed figure.

We shall prove that FG < D.

For, if not, FG must be either equal to, or greater than, D.

And clearly

(inscribed fig.) : (sum of remaining segmts.)

>AABB':S

>AG:D

>AG: FG, by hypothesis (since FG«fc D).
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Let the first ratio be equal to the ratio KG : FG (where K
lies on GA produced); and it follows that K is the centre of
gravity of the small segments taken together. [I. 8]

Q'

But this is impossible, since the segments are all on the
same side of a line drawn through K parallel to BB'.

Hence FG cannot but be less than D.

Proposition 7.

If there be two similar parabolic segments, their centres of
gravity divide their diameters in the same rafiio.

[This proposition, though enunciated of similar segments
only, like Prop. 3 on which it depends, is equally true of
any segments. This fact did not escape Archimedes, who
uses the proposition in its more general form for the proof of
Prop. 8 immediately following.]

Let BAB', bob' be the two similar segments, AO, ao their
diameters, and G, g their centres of gravity respectively.

Then, if G, g do not divide AO, ao respectively in the same
ratio, suppose H to be such a point on A 0 that

AH: HO = ag:go;
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and inscribe in the segment BAB' 'in the recognised manner'
a figure such that, if F be its centre of gravity,

&F< OH. [Prop. 6]

Inscribe in the segment bob'' in the recognised manner' a
similar figure; then, if / be the centre of gravity of this figure,

ag < af [Prop. 5]

And, by Prop. 3, af:fo = AF: FO.

But AF:FO<AH:HO
< ag : go, by hypothesis.

Therefore af: fo < ag : go; which is impossible.
It follows that 0, g cannot but divide AO, ao in the same

ratio.

Proposition 8.

If AO be the diameter of a parabolic segment, and 0 its
centre of gravity, then

Let the segment be BAB'. Inscribe the triangle ABB' 'in
the recognised manner,' and let F be its centre of gravity.

Bisect AB, AB' in D, D', and draw DQ, D'Q' parallel to OA
to meet the curve, so that QD, Q'D' are the diameters of the
segments AQB, AQ'B' respectively.

Let H, H' be the centres of gravity of the segments AQB,
AQ'B' respectively. Join QQ', HE' meeting AO in V, K
respectively.
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K is then the centre of gravity of the two segments AQB,
AQ'B' taken together.

Now AG : GO = QH : HD,

[Prop. 7]

whence AO:OG = QD: HD.

But A0 = 4iQD [as is easily proved
by means of Lemma (3), p. 206].

Therefore 0G = 4>HD;

and, by subtraction, A G = 4-QH.

Also, by Lemma (2), QQ' is paral-
lel to BB' and therefore to DD'. It
follows from Prop. 7 that HH' is also parallel to QQ' or DD',

and hence QH=VK.

Therefore AG = 4VK,

and AV+KG = 3VK.

Measuring VL along VK so that VL = \AV, we have

KG = 3LK (1).

Again A0 = 4,AV [Lemma (3)]

= 3AL, since AV=3VL,

whence J . i = | J .O = OjP (2).

Now, by I. 6, 7,

A 4 # B ' : (sum of segmts. AQB, AQ'B') = KG : &F,

and A ABB' = 3 (sum of segments AQB, AQ'B')

[since the segment ABB' is equal to £ A ABB' (Quadrature of
the Parabola, Props. 17, 24)].

Hence KG = 3GF.

But KG = 3LK, from (1) above.

Therefore LF=LK+KG + GF
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And, from (2),
T V
JUt

Therefore
and
But

Therefore, by

ARCHIMEDES

0F=5GF,
0G = 6GF.

A0 = 30F=lSGF.
subtraction,

AG=9GF
-#00.

Proposition 9 (Lemma).
If a, b, c, d be four lines in continued proportion and in

descending order of magnitude, and if
d : (a � d) = x : \{a � c),

and (2a + 46 + 6c + 3d) : (5a +106 + 10c + 5d) = y : (a - c),
it is required to prove that

[The following is the proof given by Archimedes, with
the only difference that it is set out in
algebraical instead of geometrical notation.
This is done in the particular case simply in
order to make the proof easier to follow.
Archimedes exhibits his lines in the figure
reproduced in the margin, but, now that it is
possible to use algebraical notation, there is
no advantage in using the figure and the more
cumbrous notation which only obscures the course
of the proof. The relation between Archimedes'
figure and the letters used below is as follows;

= 6, AB = c, EB = a", ZR = x, H@ =

J-?-J (1),We have

whence

and therefore

a�b_b�c_c�d
~T~ ~ ~T ~ ~d~'

a � b b � c _a_b c
�d b~ c~ d

Now

b � c c-
2(a + b)_a + b_a + b b_a � c b � c_a � c

2c c ~ b ' c~ b � c' c � d~ c � d'

(2).
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And, in like manner,

b + c_b + c c _a � c
d c ' d c � d'

It follows from the last two relations that

a � c _ 2a + 36 + c ._.
c^d 2c + d W

Suppose z to be so taken that

2a + 46 + 4c + 2d _ a-c
2c~+l "~ z W >

so that z < (c � a").
a-c + z =Therefore = ,=-��= : .

a-c 2 (a + d) + 4 (6 + c)
And, by hypothesis,

a - c _ 5 (a + d) + 10 (6 + c)
2/ ~

. . . a - c + 0 5(a + d)+10(6 + c) 5 ,_.
so that = - j ^ ^�7-^ e = ^ (5).

y 2(a + d) + 4(6 + c) 2 v ;
Again, dividing (3) by (4) crosswise, we obtain

z _ 2a + 36 + c
c - d ~ 2 (a + d) + 4 (6 + c)'

, c-d-^ 6 + 3c + 2d .�.
whence r~ = cr? ^�rn ^̂  (6).

c-d 2(a + d) + 4(6-f c) v 'But, by (2),
c-d _a-b _%{b-c) _2(o-d)
~~d~ V~ 3c 2d~'

so that ^ = <fi-b) + nb-o)+*{o-d)
d b + Bc + 2d v

Combining (6) and (7), we have
c - d - g _ (a - 6) + 3 (6 - c) + 2 (c - d)

, c -« 3a+ 66 +3c /Q.
whence -rf" = 2(a + rf) + 4 (6 + c) (8)"
And, since [by (1)]

c � d 6 � c a � 6
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c�d c+d
we have a � c b + c + a + b

a-d 2 (a + d) + 4 (b + c)

and therefore, by hypothesis,
d = 2 (o + d) + 4 (6 + c)

- ! , , , � , c-z 3a+ 66 +3c
But, by (8), - g - = 2{

and it follows, ex aequali, that
c - g _ 3(g + c)+66 _ 5 3 _ 5

a; ~ |{2(a + c) + 46}~3 " 2 ~ 2 '

And, by (5), ^ L ± f = | .

Therefore ^ = ,
2 tf + y '

or x + y = fa.
Proposition 1O.

//" PP'B'B be the portion of a parabola intercepted between
two parallel chords PP', BB' bisected respectively in N, 0 by
the diameter A NO (N being nearer than 0 to A, the vertex
of the segments), and if NO be divided into five equal parts of
which LM is the middle one {L being nearer than M to N), then,
if G be a point on LM such that

LG : GM=BO*.(2PN+B0) : PN>.(2B0 + PN),
G will be the centre of gravity of the area PP'B'B.

Take a line ao equal to A 0, and an on it equal to AN. Let
p, q be points on the line ao such that

ao : aq = aq : an (1),
ao : an=aq : ap (2),

[whence ao : aq = aq : an = an : ap, or ao, aq, an, ap are lines in
continued proportion and in descending order of magnitude].

Measure along GA a length GF such that
op : ap=OL: GF (3).
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Then, since PN, BO are ordinates to ANO,
BO* : PN* = AO : AN

=*ao : an
= ao* : aq\ by (1),

so that BO : PN=ao : aq (4),
and BO3 : PN* = ao* : aq3

� (ao : aq). (aq : an). (an : ap)
= ao : ap (5).

a p n q

B<

Thus (segment BAB') : (segment PAP')
= A BAB': APAP'
= BO' : PN3

= ao : ap,
whence

(area PP'B'B): (segment P^IP') = op : ap
= OL : OF, by (3),
= ION:QF (6).

Now BO*. (2PN+B0): BO3 = (2PN+B0) : BO
= (2aq + ao) : ao, by (4),

BO3 :PN3 = ao : ap, by (5),
and PN3:PN*.(2B0 + PN) = PN : (2B0 + PN)

= aq : (2ao + aq), by (4),
= ap : (2an + ap), by (2).
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Hence, ex aequali,

B0\(2PN+B0) : PN\(2BO + PN) = (2aq + ao) : (2an + ap),

so that, by hypothesis,

LG : GM=(2aq + ao) : (2am + op),

Componendo, and multiplying the antecedents by 5,

ON : GM = {5 (ao + ap) +10 (aq + an)} : (2an + ap).

But ON : 0M= 5 : 2

= {5 (ao + ap) + 10 (aq + an)} : {2 (ao + ap) + 4 (aq + an)}.

It follows that

ON : 00 = {5 (ao + ap) +10 (a# + an)} : (2ao + 4>aq + 6an + Sap).

Therefore

(2ao + 4ag- + 6an + Sap) : {o (ao + ap) + 10 (aq + an)} = OG : ON

= OG1: on.
And ap : (ao � ap) = ap : op

= &F : OL, by hypothesis,

= OF : f on,

while ao, aq, an, ap are in continued proportion.

Therefore, by Prop. 9,

GF+0G= OF=\ao = \ OA.

Thus F is the centre of gravity of the segment BAB'. [Prop. 8]
Let H be the centre of gravity of the segment PAP', so

that AH = %AN.

And, since AF = \A 0,

we have, by subtraction, HF = f ON.

But, by (6) above,

(area PP'B'B) : (segment PAP') = %0N : GF

= HF:FG.
Thus, since F, H are the centres of gravity of the segments
BAB', PAP' respectively, it follows [by I. 6, 7] that G is the
centre of gravity of the area PP'B'B.



THE SAND-KECKONEK.

" THERE are some, king Gelon, who think that the number
of the sand is infinite in multitude; and I mean by the sand
not only that which exists about Syracuse and the rest of Sicily
but also that which is found in every region whether inhabited
or uninhabited. Again there are some who, without regarding
it as infinite, yet think that no number has been named which
is great enough to exceed its multitude. And it is clear that
they who hold this view, if they imagined a mass made up of
sand in other respects as large as the mass of the earth, in-
cluding in it all the seas and the hollows of the earth filled up
to a height equal to that of the highest of the mountains,
would be many times further still from recognising that any
number could be expressed which exceeded the multitude of
the sand so taken. But I will try to show you by means of
geometrical proofs, which you will be able to follow, that, of the
numbers named by me and given in the work which I sent to
Zeuxippus, some exceed not only the number of the mass of
sand equal in magnitude to the earth filled up in the way
described, but also that of a mass equal in magnitude to the
universe. Now you are aware that 'universe' is the name
given by most astronomers to the sphere whose centre is the
centre of the earth and whose radius is equal to the straight
line between the centre of the sun and the centre of the earth.
This is the common account (T<X ypacfrofieva), as you have heard
from astronomers. But Aristarchus of Samos brought out a
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book consisting of some hypotheses, in which the premisses lead
to the result that the universe is many times greater than that
now so called. His hypotheses are that the fixed stars and the
sun remain unmoved, that the earth revolves about the sun in
the circumference of a circle, the sun lying in the middle of the
orbit, and that the sphere of the fixed stars, situated about the
same centre as the sun, is so great that the circle in which he
supposes the earth to revolve bears such a proportion to the
distance of the fixed stars as the centre of the sphere bears to
its surface. Now it is easy to see that this is impossible; for,
since the centre of the sphere has no magnitude, we cannot
conceive it to bear any ratio whatever to the surface of the
sphere. We must however take Aristarchus to mean this:
since we conceive the earth to be, as it were, the centre of
the universe, the ratio which the earth bears to what we
describe as the ' universe' is the same as the ratio which the
sphere containing the circle in which he supposes the earth to
revolve bears to the sphere of the fixed stars. For he adapts
the proofs of his results to a hypothesis of this kind, and in
particular he appears to suppose the magnitude of the sphere
in which he represents the earth as moving to be equal to what
we call the ' universe.'

I say then that, even if a sphere were made up of the sand,
as great as Aristarchus supposes the sphere of the fixed stars
to be, I shall still prove that, of the numbers named in the
Principles*, some exceed in multitude the number of the
sand which is equal in magnitude to the sphere referred to,
provided that the following assumptions be made.

1. The perimeter of the earth is about 3,000,000 stadia and
not greater.

It is true that some have tried, as you are of course aware,
to prove that the said perimeter is about 300,000 stadia. But
I go further and, putting the magnitude of the earth at ten
times the size that my predecessors thought it, I suppose its
perimeter to be about 3,000,000 stadia and not greater.

* 'kpxal was apparently the title of the work sent to Zeuxippus. Cf. the
note attached to the enumeration of lost works of Archimedes in the Introduction,
Chapter II., ad fin.
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2. The diameter of the earth is greater than the diameter of
the moon, and the diameter of the sun is greater than the diameter
of the earth.

In this assumption I follow most of the earlier astronomers.

3. The diameter of the sun is about 30 times the diameter of
the moon and not greater.

It is true that, of the earlier astronomers, Eudoxus declared
it to be about nine times as great, and Pheidias my father*
twelve times, while Aristarchus tried to prove that the diameter
of the sun is greater than 18 times but less than 20 times the
diameter of the moon. But I go even further than Aristarchus,
in order that the truth of my proposition may be established
beyond dispute, and I suppose the diameter of the sun to be
about 30 times that of the moon and not greater.

4. The diameter of the sun is greater than the side of the
chiliagon inscribed in the greatest circle in the (sphere of the)
universe.

I make this assumption-^ because Aristarchus discovered
that the sun appeared to be about - ^ th part of the circle of
the zodiac, and I myself tried, by a method which I will now
describe, to find experimentally (opryaviKW'}) the angle sub-
tended by the sun and having its vertex at the eye (rav ytoviav,
et? av 6 a\io<s evapfio^ei rav ieopv<f>av e%ovcrav TTOTI ra otyei)."

[Up to this point the treatise has been literally translated
because of the historical interest attaching to the ipsissima
verba of Archimedes on such a subject. The rest of the work
can now be more freely reproduced, and, before proceeding to
the mathematical contents of it, it is only necessary to remark
that Archimedes next describes how he arrived at a higher and
a lower limit for the angle subtended by the sun. This he did

* rod a/iov irarpJs is the correction of Blass for TOO 'AxoiwaTpos (Jahrb. f.
Philol. cxxvn. 1883).

t This is not, strictly speaking, an assumption; it is a proposition proved
later (pp. 224�6) by means of the result of an experiment about to be
described.
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by taking a long rod or ruler (xavcov), fastening on the end of it
a small cylinder or disc, pointing the rod in the direction of the
sun just after its rising (so that it was possible to look directly
at it), then putting the cylinder at such a distance that it just
concealed, and just failed to conceal, the sun, and lastly measur-
ing the angles subtended by the cylinder. He explains also the
correction which he thought it necessary to make because " the
eye does not see from one point but from a certain area " (eVei
at §yfrie<; ov/c a<£' evos aafieiov ^KeirovTi-, dXXa diro TWOS

fieyedeos).]

The result of the experiment was to show that the angle
subtended by the diameter of the sun was less than -j^fth part,
and greater than -ĵ yth part, of a right angle.

To prove that (on this assumption) the diameter of the swn
is greater than the side of a chiliagon, or figure with 1000 equal
sides, inscribed in a great circle of the ' universe.'

Suppose the plane of the paper to be the plane passing
through the centre of the sun, the centre of the earth and the
eye, at the time when the sun has just risen above the horizon.
Let the plane cut the earth in the circle EHL and the sun
in the circle FKG, the centres of the earth and sun being C, 0
respectively, and E being the position of the eye.

Further, let the plane cut the sphere of the ' universe ' (i.e.
the sphere whose centre is 0 and radius CO) in the great
circle AOB.

Draw from E two tangents to the circle FKG touching it
at P, Q, and from C draw two other tangents to the same circle
touching it in F, G respectively.

Let CO meet the sections of the earth and sun in H, K
respectively; and let CF, CG produced meet the great circle
AOB in A, B.

Join EO, OF, OG, OP, OQ, AB, and let AB meet CO in M.

Now CO > EO, since the sun is just above the horizon.

Therefore Z PEQ > z FCG.
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but
And £PEQ> R r e p r e s e n t s a right ^ g

Thus £ FCQ < j^R, a fortiori,

and the chord AB subtends an arc of the great circle which is
less than ^g-th of the circumference of that circle, Le.

AB < (side of 656-sided polygon inscribed in the circle).

Now the perimeter of any polygon inscribed in the great
circle is less than tyCO. [Cf. Measurement of a circle, Prop. 3.]

Therefore AB: CO< 11:1148,

and, a fortiori, AB < ̂ foCO (a).

Again, since GA = CO, and AM is perpendicular to CO,
while OF is perpendicular to CA,

AM=OF.

Therefore AB = 2AM = (diameter of sun).

Thus (diameter of sun) < -faCO, by (a),

and, a fortiori,

(diameter of earth) < -faCO. [Assumption 2]
H. A. 15
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Hence
so that

or

And

while

Therefore
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CH+OK<rfoCO,
UK>^GO,

GO :HK< 100: 99.

GO > CF,

HK<EQ.

GF:EQ<100 : 99 �08).

Now in the right-angled triangles GFO, EQO, of the sides
about the right angles,

OF= OQ, but EQ < CF (since EO < CO).

Therefore Z OEQ : Z OCF > CO : EO,

but < CF : EQ*.

Doubling the angles,

ZPEQ:/:ACB<CF:EQ

< 100 : 99, by (/3) above.

But Z PEQ > ̂ R, by hypothesis.

Therefore Z A GB > 5 $ ^ R

It follows that the arc AB is greater than sfjth of the circum-
ference of the great circle A OB.

Hence, a fortiori,

AB > (side of chiliagon inscribed in great circle),

and AB is equal to the diameter of the sun, as proved above.

The following results can now be proved:

{diameter of 'universe') < 10,000 {diameter of earth),

and {diameter of' universe') < 10,000,000,000 stadia.

* The proposition here assumed is of course equivalent to the trigonometrical
formula which states that, if a, /3 are the circular measures of two angles, each
less than a right angle, of which a is the greater, then

tan a a sin a
tan /3 > j8 > sin /S *
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(1) Suppose, for brevity, that du represents the diameter
of the ' universe/ d, that of the sun, de that of the earth, and dm

that of the moon.
By hypothesis, ds if S0dm, [Assumption 3]

and de > dm; [Assumption 2]
therefore d, < SOde.
Now, by the last proposition,

d, > (side of chiliagon inscribed in great circle),
so that (perimeter of chiliagon) < lOOOd,

< 30,000eZe.

But the perimeter of any regular polygon with more sides
than 6 inscribed in a circle is greater than that of the inscribed
regular hexagon, and therefore greater than three times the
diameter. Hence

(perimeter of chiliagon) > Sdu.
It follows that du < 10,000de.
(2) (Perimeter of earth) if 3,000,000 stadia.

[Assumption 1]
and (perimeter of earth) > 3d«.
Therefore de < 1,000,000 stadia,
whence du < 10,000,000,000 stadia.

Assumption 5.
Suppose a quantity of sand taken not greater than a poppy-

seed, and suppose that it contains not more than 10,000 grains.

Next suppose the diameter of the poppy-seed to be not less
than -ĵ th of a finger-breadth.

Orders and periods of numbers.
I. We have traditional names for numbers up to a

myriad (10,000); we can therefore express numbers up to a
myriad myriads (100,000,000). Let these numbers be called
numbers of the first order.

Suppose the 100,000,000 to be the unit of the second order,
and let the second order consist of the numbers from that unit
up to (100,000,000)'.

15�2
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Let this again be the unit of the third order of numbers
ending with (100,000,000)'; and so on, until we reach the
100,000,000^ order of numbers ending with (IOOJOOO.OOO)100'000-000,

which we will call P.

II. Suppose the numbers from 1 to P just described to
form the first period.

Let P be the unit of the first order of the second period, and
let this consist of the numbers from P up to 100,000,000P.

Let the last number be the unit of the second order of the
second period, and let this end with (100,000,000)* P.

We can go on in this way till we reach the 100,000,000$ order
of the second period ending with (lOO.OOO.OOO)100'000'000 P, or P".

III. Taking P s as the unit of the first order of the third
period, we proceed in the same way till we reach the
100,000,000tfi order of the third period ending with P*.

IV. Taking P* as the unit of the first order of the fourth
period, we continue the same process until we arrive at the
100,000,000^ order of the 100,000,000«A period ending with
P100'000'000. This last number is expressed by Archimedes as " a
myriad-myriad units of the myriad-myriad-th order of the
myriad-myriad-th period (at {ivpia/cuT/Mvpiocnas irepioSov /ivpia-
KMriMvpiocrTwv aptdfiwv fivplai /j,vpid8e<})," which is easily seen
to be 100,000,000 times the product of (lOO.OOO.OOO)99'999-999 and
_pw,998,99» jg^

[The scheme of numbers thus described can be exhibited
more clearly by means of indices as follows.

FIRST PERIOD.

First order. Numbers from 1 to 10s.

Second order. � � 108 to 10Is.

Third order. � ., 1016 to 10*.

order. � � lO8-'1"8-1) to 108-w8(P,say).



THE SAND-RECKONER. 229

SECOND PERIOD.

First order. Numbers from P . I to P.108.
/Second order. � � P.108 to P.101 '.

(10e)th order. � � P.IO8-^"1 ' to
P.108108 (or P").

(108)TH PERIOD.

First order. � � P 1 0 8 - 1 . 1 t o P1"8"1 .10«.
Second order. � � P1"8-1.!^ to P108-1.10".

(10*)th order. � � P1"8"1.108-1108"1) to
P^-MO8108 (i.e. P108).

The prodigious extent of this scheme will be appreciated
when it is considered that the last number in the first period
would be represented now by 1 followed by 800,000,000 ciphers,
while the last number of the (108)^ period would require
100,000,000 times as many ciphers, i.e. 80,000 million millions
of ciphers.]

Octads.
Consider the series of terms in continued proportion of

which the first is 1 and the second 10 [i.e. the geometrical
progression 1,101, 10s, 10s, . . . ] . The first octad of these terms
[i.e. 1, 101, 10*,... 107] fall accordingly under the first order
of the first period above described, the second octad [Le.
108, 10»,... 1O1S] under the second order of the first period, the
first term of the octad being the unit of the corresponding
order in each case. Similarly for the third octad, and so on.
We can, in the same way, place any number of octads.

Theorem.
If there be any number of terms of a series in continued

proportion, say A^A^, A3,... Amt... An>... Am+n^, ...of which
Ax � 1, Aa = 10 [so that the series forms the geometrical pro-
gression 1, 101, 102,...10"w,...10'w,...10m+n-2,...], and if any
two terms as Am, An be taken and multiplied, the product
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Am. An will be a term in the same series and will be as many
terms distant from An as Am is distant from A-^; also it mil be
distant from Alby a number of terms less by one than the sum
of the numbers of terms by which Am and An respectively are
distant from Ax.

Take the term which is distant from An by the same
number of terms as Am is distant from Ax. This number of
terms is m (the first and last being both counted). Thus the
term to be taken is m terms distant from An, and is therefore
the term An+n^.

We have therefore to prove that

-o-m � An � �Am+n�1 �

Now terms equally distant from other terms in the con-
tinued proportion are proportional.

Thus Am

A1 An

But Am � Am.Ax, since Ax = 1.

Therefore Am+n_1 = Am.An (1).
The second result is now obvious, since Am is m terms

distant from Alt An is n terms distant from Alt and Am^n^ is
(m + n � 1) terms distant from Ai.

Application to the number of the sand.
By Assumption 5 [p. 227],

(diam. of poppy-seed) Jf. -fa (finger-breadth);

and, since spheres are to one another in the triplicate ratio
of their diameters, it follows that

(sphere of diam. 1 finger-breadth) ^ 64,000 poppy-seeds
*� 64,000 x 10,000
if 640,000,000
^ 6 units of second

order + 40,000,000
units of first order

(a fortiori) < 10 units of second
order of numbers.

grains
of
sand.
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We now gradually increase the diameter of the supposed

sphere, multiplying it by 100 each time. Thus, remembering

that the sphere is thereby multiplied by 100' or 1,000,000, the

number of grains of sand which would be contained in a sphere

with each successive diameter may be arrived at as follows.

Diameter of sphere.

(1) 100 finger-breadths

(2) 10,000 finger-breadths

(3) 1 stadium
(< 10,000 finger-breadths)

(4) 100 stadia

(5) 10,000 stadia

(6) 1,000,000 stadia

(7) 100,000,000 stadia

(8) 10,000,000,000 stadia

Corresponding number of grains of sand.

< 1,000,000 x 10 units of second order
<(7th term of series) x (10th term of

series)
< 16th term of series [i.e. 1016]
<[107 or] 10,000,000 units of the second

order.
< 1,000,000 x (last number)
< (7th term of series) x (16th term)
< 22nd term of series [i.e. 1081]
< [105 or] 100,000 units of third order.
< 100,000 units of third order.

< 1,000,000 x (last number)
< (7th term of series) x (22nd term)
< 28th term of series [1O27]
< [103 or] 1,000 units of fourth order.
< 1,000,000 x (last number)
< (7th term of series) x (28th term)
< 34th term of series [1033]
< 10 units oi fifth order.
< (7th term of series) x (34th term)
< 40th term [1O39]
< [ 1 0 7 or] 10,000,000 units oi fifth order.
< (7th term of series) x (40th term)
< 46th term [1045]
< [105 or] 100,000 units of sixth order.
< (7th term of series) x (46th term)
< 52nd term of series [1061]
< [ 1 0 3 or] 1,000 units of seventh order.

But, by the proposition above [p. 227],

(diameter of' universe') < 10,000,000,000 stadia.

Hence the number of grains of sand which could be contained

in a sphere of the size of our ' universe' is less than 1,000 units

of the seventh order of numbers [or 1051].
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From this we can prove further that a sphere of the size
attributed by Aristarchus to the sphere of the fixed stars would
contain a number of grains of sand less than 10,000,000 units
of the eighth order of numbers [or lO864"7 = 10"].

For, by hypothesis,

(earth) : (' universe') = (' universe') : (sphere of fixed stars).

And [p. 227]

(diameter of' universe') < 10,000 (diam. of earth);
whence

(diam. of sphere of fixed stars) < 10,000 (diam. of' universe').

Therefore

(sphere of fixed stars) < (10,000)8. (' universe').

It follows that the number of grains of sand which would be
contained in a sphere equal to the sphere of the fixed stars

< (10,000)' x 1,000 units of seventh order

< (13th term of series) x (52nd term of series)

< 64th term of series [i.e. 1063]

< [107 or] 10,000,000 units of eighth order of numbers.

Conclusion.

" I conceive that these things, king Gelon, will appear
incredible to the great majority of people who have not studied
mathematics, but that to those who are conversant therewith
and have given thought to the question of the distances and
sizes of the earth the sun and moon and the whole universe the
proof will carry conviction. And it was for this reason that
I thought the subject would be not inappropriate for your
consideration."
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"ARCHIMEDES to Dositheus greeting.
" When I heard that Conon, who was my friend in his life-

time, was dead, but that you were acquainted with Conon and
withal versed in geometry, while I grieved for the loss not only
of a friend but of an admirable mathematician, I set myself the
task of communicating to you, as I had intended to send to
Conon, a certain geometrical theorem which had not been
investigated before but has now been investigated by me, and
which I first discovered by means of mechanics and then
exhibited by means of geometry. Now some of the earlier
geometers tried to prove it possible to find a rectilineal area
equal to a given circle and a given segment of a circle; and
after that they endeavoured to square the area bounded by the
section of the whole cone* and a straight line, assuming lemmas
not easily conceded, so that it was recognised by most people
that the problem was not solved. But I am not aware that
any one of my predecessors has attempted to square the
segment bounded by a straight line and a section of a right-
angled cone [a parabola], of which problem I have now dis-
covered the solution. For it is here shown that every segment
bounded by a straight line and a section of a right-angled cone
[a parabola] is four-thirds of the triangle which has the same base
and equal height with the segment, and for the demonstration

* There appears to be some corruption here: the expression in the text is
ras 8\ov TOO KIJ>VOV TO/MS, and it is not easy to give a natural and intelligible
meaning to it. The section of ' the whole cone' might perhaps mean a section
cutting right through it, i.e. an ellipse, and the ' straight line' might be an axis
or a diameter. But Heiberg objects to the suggestion to read TSI d^vyavtov
KWVOV TOfiat, in view of the addition of xal ebddas, on the ground that the former
expression always signifies the whole of an ellipse, never a segment of it
(Quaestiones Archimedeae, p. 149).



234 ARCHIMEDES

of this property the following lemma is assumed: that the
excess by which the greater of (two) unequal areas exceeds
the less can, by being added to itself, be made to exceed any
given finite area. The earlier geometers have also used this
lemma; for it is by the use of this same lemma that they have
shown that circles are to one another in the duplicate ratio of
their diameters, and that spheres are to one another in the
triplicate ratio of their diameters, and further that every
pyramid is one third part of the prism which has the same base
with the pyramid and equal height; also, that every cone is
one third part of the cylinder having the same base as the cone
and equal height they proved by assuming a certain lemma
similar to that aforesaid. And, in the result, each of the afore-
said theorems has been accepted* no less than those proved
without the lemma. As therefore my work now published has
satisfied the same test as the propositions referred to, I have
written out the proof and send it to you, first as investigated
by means of mechanics, and afterwards too as demonstrated by
geometry. Prefixed are, also, the elementary propositions in
conies which are of service in the proof (protxeia KCDVIKO.

it rap dtroheifyv). Farewell."

Proposition 1.
If from a point on a para-

bola a straight line be drawn
which is either itself the atvis or
parallel to the axis, as PV, and
if QQ' be a chord parallel to
the tangent to the parabola at P
and meeting PV in V, then

QV= VQ'.

Conversely, if QV= VQ', the
chord QQ' will be parallel to the
tangent at P.

* The Greek of this passage is: avpflalvei Si A irpoeifnjiUvav
iKaorav /viiSiv TJtroov TWO &vev rofrrov TOV Xi}/i/iaros iirodcSttynh>o>i>
Here it would seem that n-eirurmwleat must be wrong and that the passive
should have been used.
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Proposition 2.

If in a parabola QQ' be a chord parallel to the tangent at P,
and if a straight line be drawn through P which is either itself
the axis or parallel to the aads, and which meets QQ' in V and
the tangent at Q to the parabola in T, then

PV=PT.

Proposition 3.
If from a point on a parabola a straight line be drawn

which is either itself the axis or parallel to the axis, as PV,
and if from two other points Q, Q' on the parabola straight
lines be drawn parallel to the tangent at P and meeting PV in
V, V respectively, then

PV: PV = QFa : Q'V\

" And these propositions are proved in the elements of conies.*"

Proposition 4.

/ / Qq be the base of any segment of a parabola, and P the
vertex of the segment, and if the diameter through any other point
R meet Qq in 0 and QP {produced if necessary) in F, then

QV:VO = OF : FR.

Draw the ordinate RW to PV, meeting QP in K.

* i.e. in the treatises on conies by Euclid and Aristaeus.
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Then PV: PW = QV*: RW;

whence, by parallels,

PQ : PK = PQ": PF*.

Ar~T '

In other words, PQ, PF, PK are in continued proportion;
therefore

PQ : PF ^ PF : PK
= PQ±PF:PF±PK
= QF: KF.

Hence, by parallels,

VO = OF: FE.

[It is easily seen that this equation is equivalent to a change of
axes of coordinates from the tangent and diameter to new axes
consisting of the chord Qq (as axis of x, say) and the diameter
through Q (as axis of y).

For, if QV=a, PV=�, where p is the parameter of the

ordinates to PV.

Thus, if QO = x, and RO = y, the above result gives

a OF

whence

or

x � a

a
2a �x

OF-

_0F_
y

y'
a

x. �

�Ey
x(2a-<c).]
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Proposition 5.

If Qq be the base of any segment of a parabola, P the vertex
of the segment, and PV its diameter, and if the diameter of the
parabola through any other point R meet Qq in 0 and the
tangent at Q in E, then

QO:Oq = ER: RO.

Let the diameter through R meet QP in F.

Then, by Prop. 4,

QV: VO=OF:FR.

Since QV= Vq, it follows that

QV : qO = OF : OR (1).

Also, if VP meet the tangent in T,

PT=PV, and therefore EF=OF.

Accordingly, doubling the antecedents in (1), we have

Qq:qO = OE: OR,

whence QO:Oq = ER: RO.
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Propositions 6, 7*.

Suppose a lever AOB placed horizontally and supported at
its middle point 0. Let a triangle BCD in which the angle C is
right or obtuse be suspended from B and 0, so that C is attached
to 0 and CD is in the same vertical line with 0. Then, if P be
such an area as, when suspended from A, will keep the system in
equilibrium,

P=1SABCD.
Take a point E on OB such that BE= 2OE, and draw EFH

parallel to OCD meeting BG, BB in F, H respectively. Let G
be the middle point of FH.

Then G is the centre of gravity of the triangle BCD.

Hence, if the angular points B, C be set free and the
triangle be suspended by attaching F to E, the triangle will
hang in the same position as before, because EFG is a vertical
straight line. "For this is proved f."

Therefore, as before, there will be equilibrium.

Thus P:ABCD=OE:AO

= 1:3,

or = \ABGD.

* In Prop. 6 Archimedes takes the separate case in which the angle BCD of
the triangle is a right angle so that G coincides with 0 in the figure and F with
E. He then proves, in Prop. 7, the same property for the triangle in which
BCD is an obtuse angle, by treating the triangle as the difference between two
right-angled triangles BOD, BOC and using the result of Prop. 6. I have com-
bined the two propositions in one proof, for the sake of brevity. The same
remark applies to the propositions following Props. 6, 7.

t Doubtless in the lost book vepl $vyuv. Cf. the Introduction, Chapter II.,
ad fin.
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Propositions 8, 9.
Suppose a lever AOB placed horizontally and supported at

its middle point 0. Let a triangle BCD, right-angled or obtuse-
angled at C, be suspended from the points B, E on OB, the
angular point G being so attached to E that the side CD is in the
same vertical line with E. Let Q be an area such that

AO : OE = ABGD : Q.
Then, if an area P suspended from A keep the system in
equilibrium,

P < ABGD but >Q.
Take Q the centre of gravity of the triangle BCD, and draw

OH parallel to DC, i.e. vertically, meeting BO in H.

We may now suppose the triangle BCD suspended from H,
and, since there is equilibrium,

ABCD :P = AO: OH (1),
whence P<ABCD.

Also ABCD-.Q~AO-.OE.
Therefore, by (1), ABCD : Q >ABGD : P,
and P > Q.

Proposition's 1O, 11 .

Suppose a lever AOB placed horizontally and supported at 0,
its middle point. Let CDEF be a trapezium which can be so
placed that its parallel sides CD, FE are vertical, while G is
vertically below 0, and the other sides CF, DE meet in B. Let
EF meet BO in H, and let the trapezium be suspended by attaching
F to H and C to 0. Further, suppose Q to be an area such that

AO : OH = (trapezium GDEF) : Q.
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Then, if P be the area which, when suspended from A, keeps the
system in equilibrium,

P<Q.
The same is true in the particular case where the angles at

C, F are right, and consequently G, F coincide with 0, H
respectively.

Divide OH in K so that
(1CD + FE): (2FE + CD) = HK : K0.

Draw KG parallel to OD, and let 0 be the middle point of
the portion of KG intercepted within the trapezium. Then G
is the centre of gravity of the trapezium [On the equilibrium of
planes, I. 15].

Thus we may suppose the trapezium suspended from K, and
the equilibrium will remain undisturbed.

Therefore
AO :0K = (trapezium GDEF) : P,

and, by hypothesis,

A0 : 0H= (trapezium CDEF) : Q.
Since 0K< OH, it follows that

P<Q.

Propositions 12, 13.
If the trapezium CDEF be placed as in the last propositions,

except that CD is vertically below a point L on OB'instead of
being below 0, and the trapezium is suspended from L, H,
suppose that Q, R are areas such that

AO : OH = (trapezium CDEF) : Q,

and A0:0L = (trapezium CDEF) : R.
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If then an area P suspended from A keep the system in
equilibrium,

P>R but <Q.
Take the centre of gravity G of the trapezium, as in the

last propositions, and let the line through G parallel to DC
meet OB in K.

A P

C

p

Q R
1 1 Dv

^^
e /

•i I

F /

V

Then we may suppose the trapezium suspended from K,
and there will still be equilibrium.

Therefore (trapezium CDEF) : P = AO : OK.

Hence
(trapezium CDEF) : P > (trapezium CDEF) : Q,

but < (trapezium CDEF) : R.

It follows that P < Q but > R.

Propositions 14, 15.

Let Qq be the base of any segment of a parabola. Then, it
two lines be drawn from Q, q, each parallel to the axis of the
parabola and on the same side of Qq as the segment is, either
(1) the angles so formed at Q, q are both right angles, or
(2) one is acute and the other obtuse. In the latter case let
the angle at q be the obtuse angle.

Divide Qq into any number of equal parts at the points
Ox, 02,... 0n- Draw through q, 0u 0^,... 0n diameters of the
parabola meeting the tangent at Q in E, Eu 272,... En and the
parabola itself in q, Rx, R^, ... Rn. Join QRx, QR*, ... QRn

meeting qE, 0&, 0*E2, ... 0n^En^ in F, Fu F» ... F^:
16H. A.
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Let the diameters Eq, ExOlt... EnOn meet a straight line
QOA drawn through Q perpendicular to the diameters in the
points 0, Hlt Hi, ... Hn respectively. (In the particular case
where Qq is itself perpendicular to the diameters q will coincide
with 0, Oj with Hu and so on.)

It is required to prove that

(1) A EqQ<3(sum of trapezia F01, Fx0it... F1^.10n andAEnOnQ),

(2) AEqQ>3(sumoftrapeziaR1Oi,B2O3,...

Suppose AO made equal to OQ, and conceive QOA as a
lever placed horizontally and supported at 0. Suppose the
triangle EqQ suspended from OQ in the position drawn, and
suppose that the trapezium E0x in the position drawn is
balanced by an area Pj suspended from A, the trapezium Ex0t
in the position drawn is balanced by the area P , suspended
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from A, and so on, the triangle EnOnQ being in like manner
balanced by Pn+1.

Then P1 + Pa + ... + Pn+i will balance the whole triangle
EqQ as drawn, and therefore

P1 + P2 + ... + P w = iAEqQ. [Props. 6, 7]

Again AO:OHy = QO: OH,,

= Qq : q<h
= E& : OjEx [by means of Prop. 5]

= (trapezium EO^): (trapezium FO^);
whence [Props. 10, 11]

Next A0 : 0Hx = E& : 0&

= (E102):(R10a) («),

while A0 : OF* = E^ : 0A

= (E10J:(Fl0J 08);
and, since (a) and (/S) are simultaneously true, we have, by
Props. 12,13,

(F101)>Pt>(R10,).

Similarly it may be proved that

(Fa0i)>Pi>(R20a),

and so on.

Lastly [Props. 8, 9]

AEnOnQ > Pn+1 > ARnOnQ.

By addition, we obtain

(1) (F01)+(F102)+...+(Fn_10n)+ AEn0nQ>P1

or A EqQ < 3 (F01 + F1Os + ...+ F^0n + A EnOnQ).

(2)(R102)+(R*0s)+...+(Rn-i0n)+ARn0nQ<Pa+Pi+...

< Pi +JP, + ...+ Pn+u a fortiori,

<%AEqQ,
or AEqQ > 3 (R.O, + R2OZ + ...+ E^On + ARnOnQ).

16�2
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Proposition 16.

Suppose Qq to be the base of a parabolic segment, q being
not more distant than Qfrqm the vertex of the parabola. Draw
through q the straight line qE parallel to the axis of the parabola
to meet the tangent at Q in E. It is required to prove that

(area of segment) = £ AEqQ.

For, if not, the area of the segment must be either greater
or less than ^ AEqQ.

I. Suppose the area of the
AEqQ.segment greater than

Then the excess can, if con-
tinually added to itself, be
made to exceed AEqQ. And
it is possible to find a submul-
tiple of the triangle EqQ less
than the said excess of the
segment over £ AEqQ.

Let the triangle FqQ be such
a submultiple of the triangle
EqQ. Divide Eq into equal
parts each equal to qF, and let
all the points of division in-
cluding F be joined to Q meet-
ing the parabola in Ru i?2, ...
Rn respectively. Through R1, R^,
parabola meeting qQ in 0u O2, .

. Rn draw diameters of the
0n respectively.

or

Let OJ-RJ meet QR2 in Fx.

Let OssJ&j meet QiJx in A and QR3 in F2.

Let 03Rs meet Qi?2 in D2 and Qi24 in F3, and so on.

We have, by hypothesis,

AFqQ< (area of segment) � %AEqQ,

(area of segment) � A FqQ > $ A EqQ (a).
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Now, since all the parts of qE, as qF and the rest, are equal,

0 ^ = R^F^ O3A = A-Rs = R*F*, and so on; therefore

AFqQ = (FO, + R& + AO8 +...)

But

(area of segment) < (FO1+F1O!S + ... +Fn_10n +AEnOnQ).

Subtracting, we have

(area of segment) -AFqQ < (R102 + RjOt +...

whence, a fortiori, by (a),

But this is impossible, since [Props. 14,15]

} AEqQ > (Rl02 + R,0s + ... + R^On + ARnOnQ).
Therefore

(area of segment) Jp-^AEqQ.

II. If possible, suppose the area of the segment less than
\AEqQ.

Take a submultiple of the triangle EqQ, as the triangle
FqQ, less than the excess of ^AEqQ over the area of the
segment, and make the same construction as before.

Since A FqQ <$AEqQ � (area of segment),
it follows that
AFqQ + (area of segment) <^AEqQ

< (F0x + F,02 + ... + F^On + AEnOnQ).
[Props. 14,15]

Subtracting from each side the area of the segment, we have
AFqQ<(mm of spaces qFRu RF&, ... EnRnQ)

< (FOr + F& + ... + Fn_-J)n_x + A EnRnQ), a fortiori;
which is impossible, because, by (/3) above,

A FqQ = F0x + F, A + � � � + ^»-iDn-i + A EnRnQ.
Hence (area of segment) �£ ^AEqQ.

Since then the area of the segment is neither less nor
greater than $AEqQ, it is equal to it.
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Proposition 17.

It is now manifest that the area of any segment of a
parabola is four-thirds of the triangle which has the same base
as the segment and equal height.

Let Qq be the base of the segment, P its vertex. Then
PQq is the inscribed triangle with the
same base as the segment and equal
height.

Since P is the vertex* of the seg-
ment, the diameter through P bisects
Qq. Let V be the point of bisection.

Let VP, and qE drawn parallel to
it, meet the tangent at Q in T, E re-
spectively.

Then, by parallels,

qE = 2VT,

and PV=PT, [Prop. 2]

so that VT=2PV.

Hence AEqQ = 4<APQq.

But, by Prop. 16, the area of the segment is equal to $AEqQ.

Therefore (area of segment) = \ A PQq.

DEF. "In segments bounded by a straight line and any
curve I call the straight line the base, and the height the
greatest perpendicular drawn from the curve to the base of the
segment, and the vertex the point from which the greatest
perpendicular is drawn."

* It is curious that Archimedes uses the terms base and vertex of a segment
here, but gives the definition of them later (at the end of the proposition).
Moreover he assumes the converse of the property proved in Prop. 18.
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Proposition 18.
If Qq be the base of a segment of a parabola, and V the

middle point of Qq, and if the diameter through V meet the
curve in P, then P is the vertex of the segment.

For Qq is parallel to the tangent at P [Prop. 1]. Therefore,
of all the perpendiculars which can be drawn from points on the
segment to the base Qq, that from P is the greatest. Hence,
by the definition, P is the vertex of the segment.

Proposition 19.
IfQqbea chord of a parabola bisected in V by the diameter

PV, and if RM be a diameter bisecting QV in M, and RW
be ihe ordinate from R to PV, then

PV=§RM.

For,

so that
whence

by the property
PV

9

of the parabola,
: PW = QV3: RW*

PV=4>PW,
PV = $RM.
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Proposition 2O.

If Qq be the base, and P the vertex, of a parabolic segment,
then the triangle PQq is greater than half the segment PQq.

For the chord Qq is parallel to the tangent at P, and the
triangle PQq is half the parallelogram
formed by Qq, the tangent at P, and the
diameters through Q, q.

Therefore the triangle PQq is greater
than half the segment.

COR. It follows that it is possible
to inscribe in the segment a polygon such
that the segments left over are together
less than any assigned area.

Proposition 2 1 .

If Qq be the base, and P the vertex, of any parabolic
segment, and if It be the vertex of the segment cut off by PQ,
then

The diameter through R will bisect the chord PQ, and
therefore also QV, where PV is the
diameter bisecting Qq. Let the dia-
meter through R bisect PQ in Y and
QVinM. Join PM.

By Prop. 19,

Also

Therefore

and

Hence

and

PV=2YM.
YM=2RY,

APQM=2APRQ.
APQV=4APRQ,

APQq = SAPRQ.
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Also, if RW, the ordinate from R to PV, be produced to
meet the curve again in r,

RW=rW,
and the same proof shows that

A PQq = SAPrq.

Proposition 22.

If there be a series of areas A, B, G, D, ... each of which is
four times the next in order, and if the largest, A, be equal to the
triangle PQq inscribed in a parabolic segment PQq and having
the same base with it and equal height, then

(A + B+C + D + ...)< (area of segment PQq).

For, since A PQq = 8APRQ = 8APqr, where R, r are the
vertices of the segments cut off by PQ,
Pq, as in the last proposition,

APQq = 4 (APQR + APqr).

Therefore, since APQq = A,

APQR+ APqr = B.

In like manner we prove that the
triangles similarly inscribed in the re-
maining segments are together equal to
the area G, and so on.

Therefore A+B + C+D+... is equal to the area of a
certain inscribed polygon, and is therefore less than the area of
the segment.

Proposition 23.

Given a series of areas A, B, G, I), ... Z, of which A is ih
greatest, and each is equal to four times the next in order, then
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Take areas b, c, d, ... such that

Then, since

and

d = $D, and so on.

6 = %B,

B = \A,

Similarly C + c

Therefore

But

A

B

C

D

Therefore, by subtraction,

or
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The algebraical equivalent of this result is of <course

Proposition 24.

Every segment bounded by a parabola and a chord Qq is
equal to four-thirds of the triangle which has the same base as
the segment and equal height.

Suppose K=$APQq,

where P is the vertex of the segment; and we have then to
prove that the area of the segment is
equal to K.

For, if the segment be not equal to
K, it must either be greater or less.

I. Suppose the area of the segment
greater than K.

If then we inscribe in the segments
cut off by PQ, Pq triangles which have
the same base and equal height, i.e.
triangles with the same vertices R, r as
those of the segments, and if in the
remaining segments we inscribe triangles in the same manner,
and so on, we shall finally have segments remaining whose sum
is less than the area by which the segment PQq exceeds K.

Therefore the polygon so formed must be greater than the
area K; which is impossible, since [Prop. 23]

where A = A PQq.

Thus the area of the segment cannot be greater than K.

II. Suppose, if possible, that the area of the segment is
less than K.
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If then APQq = A, B = IA, 0 = ^8 , and so on, until we
arrive at an area X such that X is less than the difference
between K and the segment, we have

A + B+C+...+X+iX = %A [Prop. 23]

Now, since K exceeds A + B + G+... + Xhy an area less
than X, and the area of the segment by an area greater than X,
it follows that

A+B+C+... + X>(the segment);

which is impossible, by Prop. 22 above.

Hence the segment is not less than K.

Thus, since the segment is neither greater nor less than K,

(area of segment PQq) = K = $APQq.



ON FLOATING BODIES.

BOOK I.

Postulate 1.

" Let it be supposed that a fluid is of such a character that,
its parts lying evenly and being continuous, that part which is
thrust the less is driven along by that which is thrust the
more; and that each of its parts is thrust by the fluid which is
above it in a perpendicular direction if the fluid be sunk in
anything and compressed by anything else."

Proposition 1.

If a surface be cut by a plane always passing through a
certain point, and if the section be always a circumference [of a
circle] whose centre is the aforesaid point, the surface is that of
a sphere.

For, if not, there will be some two lines drawn from the
point to the surface which are not equal.

Suppose 0 to be the fixed point, and A, B to be two points
on the surface such that OA, OB are unequal. Let the surface
be cut by a plane passing through OA, OB. Then the section
is, by hypothesis, a circle whose centre is 0.

Thus OA � OB; which is contrary to the assumption.
Therefore the surface cannot but be a sphere.
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Proposition 2.
The surface of any fluid at rest is the surface of a sphere

whose centre is the same as that of the earth.
Suppose the surface of the fluid cut by a plane through 0,

the centre of the earth, in the curve ABCD.

ABCD shall be the circumference of a circle.

For, if not, some of the lines drawn from 0 to the curve
will be unequal. Take one of them, OB, such that OB is
greater than some of the lines from 0 to the curve and less
than others. Draw a circle with OB as radius. Let it be EBF,
which will therefore fall partly within and partly without the
surface of the fluid.

Draw 00H making with OB an angle equal to the angle
EOB, and meeting the surface in H and the circle in G. Draw
also in the plane an arc of a circle PQR with centre 0 and
within the fluid.

Then the parts of the fluid along PQR are uniform and
continuous, and the part PQ is compressed by the part between
it and AB, while the part QR is compressed by the part
between QR and BH. Therefore the parts along PQ, QR will
be unequally compressed, and the part which is compressed the
less will be set in motion by that which is compressed the
more.

Therefore there will not be rest; which is contrary to the
hypothesis.

Hence the section of the surface will be the circumference
of a circle whose centre is 0; and so will all other sections by
planes through 0.

Therefore the surface is that of a sphere with centre 0.
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Proposition 3.

Of solids those which, size for size, are of equal weight with
a fluid will, if let down into the fluid, be immersed so that they
do not project above the surface but do not sink lower.

If possible, let a certain solid EFHO of equal weight,
volume for volume, with the fluid remain immersed in it so
that part of it, EBGF, projects above the surface.

Draw through 0, the centre of the earth, and through the
solid a plane cutting the surface of the fluid in the circle
ABGD.

Conceive a pyramid with vertex 0 and base a parallelogram
at the surface of the fluid, such that it includes the immersed
portion of the solid. Let this pyramid be cut by the plane of
ABGD in OL, OM. Also let a sphere within the fluid and
below OH be described with centre 0, and let the plane of
ABGD cut this sphere in PQR.

Conceive also another pyramid in the fluid with vertex 0,
continuous with the former pyramid and equal and similar to
it. Let the pyramid so described be cut in OM, ON by the
plane of ABGD.

Lastly, let 8TUV be a part of the fluid within the second
pyramid equal and similar to the part BQHG of the solid, and
let SV be at the surface of the fluid.

Then the pressures on PQ, QR are unequal, that on PQ
being the greater. Hence the part at QR will be set in motion
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by that at PQ, and the fluid will not be at rest; which is
contrary to the hypothesis.

Therefore the solid will not stand out above the surface.

Nor will it sink further, because all the parts of the fluid
will be under the same pressure.

Proposition 4.

A solid lighter than a fluid will, if immersed in it, not be
completely submerged, but part of it will project above the
surface.

In this case, after the manner of the previous proposition,
we assume the solid, if possible, to be completely submerged and
the fluid to be at rest in that position, and we conceive (1) a
pyramid with its vertex at 0, the centre of the earth, including
the solid, (2) another pyramid continuous with the former and
equal and similar to it, with the same vertex 0, (3) a portion of
the fluid within this latter pyramid equal to the immersed solid
in the other pyramid, (4) a sphere with centre 0 whose surface
is below the immersed solid and the part of the fluid in the
second pyramid corresponding thereto. We suppose a plane to
be drawn through the centre 0 cutting the surface of the
fluid in the circle ABC, the solid in 8, the first pyramid in OA,
OB, the second pyramid in OB, OG, the portion of the fluid in
the second pyramid in K, and the inner sphere in PQR.

Then the pressures on the parts of the fluid at PQ, QR are
.unequal, since 8 is lighter than K. Hence there will not be
rest; which is contrary to the hypothesis.

Therefore the solid 8 cannot, in a condition of rest, be
completely submerged.
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Proposition 5.

Any solid lighter than a fluid will, if placed in the fluid,
be so far immersed that the weight of the solid will be equal to
the weight of the fluid displaced.

For let the solid be EOHF, and let BGHC be the portion
of it immersed when the fluid is at rest. As in Prop. 3,
conceive a pyramid with vertex 0 including the solid, and
another pyramid with the same vertex continuous with the
former and equal and similar to it. Suppose a portion of the
fluid STUV at the base of the second pyramid to be equal and
similar to the immersed portion of the solid; and let the con-
struction be the same as in Prop. 3.

Then, since the pressure on the parts of the fluid at PQ, QR
must be equal in order that the fluid may be at rest, it follows
that the weight of the portion STUV of the fluid must be
equal to the weight of the solid EOHF. And the former is
equal to the weight of the fluid displaced by the immersed
portion of the solid BGHC.

Proposition 6.

If a solid lighter than a fluid be forcibly immersed in it, the
solid will be driven upwards by a force equal to the difference
between its weight and the weight of the fluid displaced.

For let A be completely immersed in the fluid, and let G
represent the weight of A, and (G + H) the weight of an equal
volume of the fluid. Take a solid D, whose weight is H

H. A. 17
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and add it to A. Then the weight of (A + D) is less than
that of an equal volume of the fluid; and, if (A + D) is
immersed in the fluid, it will project so that its weight will
be equal to the weight of the fluid displaced. But its weight
is (G + H).

Therefore the weight of the fluid displaced is (Q + IT), and
hence the volume of the fluid displaced is the volume of the
solid A. There will accordingly be rest with A immersed
and D projecting.

Thus the weight of D balances the upward force exerted by
the fluid on A, and therefore the latter force is equal to H,
which is the difference between the weight of A and the weight
of the fluid which A displaces.

Proposition 7.

A solid heavier than a fluid will, if placed in it, descend
to the bottom of the fluid, and the solid will, when weighed
in the fluid, be lighter than its true weight by the weight of the
fluid displaced.

(1) The first part of the proposition is obvious, since the
part of the fluid under the solid will be under greater pressure,
and therefore the other parts will give way until the solid
reaches the bottom.

(2) Let A be a solid heavier than the same volume of the
fluid, and let (0 + H) represent its weight, while 0 represents
the weight of the same volume of the fluid.
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Take a solid B lighter than the same volume of the fluid,
and such that the weight of B is G, while the weight of the
same volume of the fluid is (G + H).

A

1

G

H

B

Let A and B be now combined into one solid and immersed.
Then, since (A + B) will be of the same weight as the same
volume of fluid, both weights being equal to {G + H) + G, it
follows that (.A + B) will remain stationary in the fluid.

Therefore the force which causes A by itself to sink must
be equal to the upward force exerted by the fluid on B by
itself. This latter is equal to the difference between {G + H)
and G [Prop. 6]. Hence A is depressed by a force equal to
H, i.e. its weight in the fluid is H, or the difference between
(G + H) and G.

[This proposition may, I think, safely be regarded as decisive
of the question how Archimedes determined the proportions of
gold and silver contained in the famous crown (cf. Introduction,
Chapter I.). The proposition suggests in fact the following
method.

Let W represent the weight of the crown, w1 and w2 the
weights of the gold and silver in it respectively, so that

(1) Take a weight W of pure gold and weigh it in a fluid.
The apparent loss of weight is then equal to the weight of
the fluid displaced. If J\ denote this weight, Fx is thus known
as the result of the operation of weighing.

It follows that the weight of fluid displaced by a weight Wi

of gold is ^ . ^

17�2
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(2) Take a weight W of pure silver and perform the same
operation. If Fa be the loss of weight when the silver is
weighed in the fluid, we find in like manner that the weight

of fluid displaced by w2 is ~£. F&

(3) Lastly, weigh the crown itself in the fluid, and let F be
the loss of weight. Therefore the weight of fluid displaced by
the crown is F.

It follows that ^.F.+^-.F^F,

or Wi-Fj + wj?* = (wi + w2) F,

whence � = -J�� .
w2 F-Fj.

This procedure corresponds pretty closely to that described
in the poem de ponderibus et mensuris (written probably about
500 A.D.)* purporting to explain Archimedes' method. Ac-
cording to the author of this poem, we first take two equal
weights of pure gold and pure silver respectively and weigh
them against each other when both immersed in water; this
gives the relation between their weights in water and therefore
between their loss of weight in water. Next we take the
mixture of gold and silver and an equal weight of pure silver
and weigh them against each other in water in the same
manner.

The other version of the method used by Archimedes is
that given by Vitruviusf, according to which he measured
successively the volwmes of fluid displaced by three equal
weights, (1) the crown, (2) the same weight of gold, (3) the
same weight of silver, respectively. Thus, if as before the
weight of the crown is W, and it contains weights w1 and w2 of
gold and silver respectively,

(1) the crown displaces a certain quantity of fluid, V say.

(2) the weight W of gold displaces a certain volume of

* Torelli's Archimedes, p. 364; Hultsoh, Metrol. Script, n. 95 sq., and
Prolegomena § 118.

t De architect, no 3.
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fluid, Fj say; therefore a weight Wi of gold displaces a volume

-r^.. Fx of fluid.

(3) the weight W of silver displaces a certain volume of
fluid, say F2; therefore a weight wa of silver displaces a volume

w - F 3 of fluid.

It follows that F = ^k. Fx + ^ . . Fs,

whence, since W�w^ + wa,
Wi F , - F .

and this ratio is obviously equal to that before obtained, viz.

�]
Fa-F
F-F,

Postulate 2.
" Let it be granted that bodies which are forced upwards in

a fluid are forced upwards along the perpendicular [to the
surface] which passes through their centre of gravity."

Proposition 8.
If a solid in the form of a segment of a sphere, and of a

substance lighter than a fluid, be immersed in it so that its base
does not touch the surface, the solid will rest in such a position
that its axis is perpendicular to the surface; and, if the solid be
forced into such a position that its base touches the fluid on one
side and be then, set free, it will not remain in that position but
will return to the symmetrical position.

[The proof of this proposition is wanting in the Latin
version of Tartaglia. Commandinus supplied a proof of his
own in his edition.]

Proposition 9.
If a solid in the form of a segment of a sphere, and of a

substance lighter than a fluid, be immersed in it so that its base
is completely below the surface, the solid will rest in such a
position that its axis is perpendicular to the surface.
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[The proof of this proposition has only survived in a
mutilated form. It deals moreover with only one case out of
three which are distinguished at the beginning, viz. that in
which the segment is greater than a hemisphere, while figures
only are given for the cases where the segment is equal to, or
less than, a hemisphere.]

Suppose, first, that the segment is greater than a hemisphere.
Let it be cut by a plane through its axis and the centre of the
earth; and, if possible, let it be at rest in the position shown
in the figure, where AB is the intersection of the plane with
the base of the segment, DE its axis, G the centre of the
sphere of which the segment is a part, 0 the centre of the
earth.

The centre of gravity of the portion of the segment outside
the fluid, as F, lies on OG produced, its axis passing through G.

Let G be the centre of gravity of the segment. Join FG,
and produce it to H so that

FG: GH = ( volume of immersed portion) : (rest of solid).
Join OH.

Then the weight of the portion of the solid outside the fluid
acts along FO, and the pressure of the fluid on the immersed
portion along OH, while the weight of the immersed portion
acts along HO and is by hypothesis less than the pressure of
the fluid acting along OH.

Hence there will not be equilibrium, but the part of the
segment towards A will ascend and the part towards B descend,
until DE assumes a position perpendicular to the surface of
the fluid.
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BOOK II.

Proposition 1.

If a solid lighter than a fluid be at rest in it, the weight of
the solid will be to that of the same volume of the fluid as the
immersed portion of the solid is to the whole.

Let (A + B) be the solid, B the portion immersed in the
fluid.

Let (G + D) be an equal volume of the fluid, C being equal
in volume to A and B to D.

Further suppose the line E to represent the weight of the
solid (A + B), (F + (?) to represent the weight of (0 + D), and
G that of D.

A

B

E

F

G

C

D

Then

weight of (A + B) : weight of (C+D) = E : (F+ <?)...(!).



264 ARCHIMEDES

And the weight of (A + B) is equal to the weight of a
volume B of the fluid [I. 5], i.e. to the weight of D.

That is to say, E=Q.

Hence, by (1),

weight of (A + B) : weight of (C + D) = 0 : F + 0

=D:C+D

= B:A + B.

Proposition 2.

If a right segment of a paraboloid of revolution ivhose axis is
not greater than \p {where p is the principal parameter of the
generating parabola), and whose specific gravity is less than that
of a fluid, be placed in the fluid with its axis inclined to the
vertical at any angle, but so that the base of the segment does not
touch the surface of the fluid, the segment of the paraboloid will
not remain in that position but will return to the position in
which its axis is vertical.

Let the axis of the segment of the paraboloid be AN, and
through AN draw a plane perpendicular to the surface of the
fluid. Let the plane intersect the paraboloid in the parabola
BAB', the base of the segment of the paraboloid in BB', and
the plane of the surface of the fluid in the chord QQ' of the
parabola.

Then, since the axis AN is placed in a position not perpen-
dicular to QQ', BB' will not be parallel to QQ'.

Draw the tangent PT to the parabola which is parallel to
QQ', and let P be the point of contact*.

[From P draw PV parallel to AN meeting QQ' in V.
Then PV will be a diameter of the parabola, and also the
axis of the portion of the paraboloid immersed in the fluid.

* The rest of the proof is wanting in the version of Tartaglia, but is given
in brackets as supplied by Commandinus.
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Let G be the centre of gravity of the paraboloid BAB', and
F that of the portion immersed in the fluid. Join FG and
produce it to H so that H is the centre of gravity of the
remaining portion of the paraboloid above the surface.

LPKM T

Then, since

and

it follows that
� z

Therefore, if GP be joined, the angle GPT is acutef.
Hence, if GK be drawn perpendicular to PT, K will fall between
P and T. And, if FL, HM be drawn parallel to GK to meet
PT, they will each be perpendicular to the surface of the fluid.

Now the force acting on the immersed portion of the
segment of the paraboloid will act upwards along LF, while
the weight of the portion outside the fluid will act downwards
along HM.

Therefore there will not be equilibrium, but the segment

* As the determination of the centre of gravity of a segment of a paraboloid
which is here assumed does not appear in any extant work of Archimedes, or
in any known work by any other Greek mathematician, it appears probable that
it was investigated by Archimedes himself in some treatise now lost.

t The truth of this statement is easily proved from the property of the sub-

normal. For, if the normal at P meet the axis in G, AG is greater than |
except in the case where the normal is the normal at the vertex A itself. But
the latter case is excluded here because, by hypothesis, AN is not placed vertically.
Henoe, P being a different point from A, AG is always greater than AC; and,
since the angle TPG is right, the angle TPG must be acute.
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will turn so that B will rise and B1 will fall, until AN takes
the vertical position.]

[For purposes of comparison the trigonometrical equivalent
of this and other propositions will be appended.

Suppose that the angle NTP, at which in the above figure
the axis AN is inclined to the surface of the fluid, is denoted
by 6.

Then the coordinates of P referred to AN and the tangent
at A as axes are

| cot2 0, | cot 0,

where p is the principal parameter.

Suppose that AN = h, PV = k

If now x' be the distance from Tof the orthogonal projection
of F on TP, and x the corresponding distance for the point C,
we have

a/ =%. cot2 0. cos 0 + �§ cot 6. sin 0 + ̂  k cos 6,
A Z o

x = § cota 6. cos 6 + ̂  h cos 0,

whence x' - x = cos 0 \% (cot2 0 + 2) - 1 (h -k)\.
I* d j

In order that the segment of the paraboloid may turn in
the direction of increasing the angle PTN, x must be greater
than x, or the expression just found must be positive.

This will always be the case, whatever be the value of 0, if

2 ^ 3 '
or h £ %p.]

Proposition 3.

If a right segment of a paraboloid of revolution whose axis
is not greater than fp (where p is the parameter), and whose
specific gravity is less than that of a fluid, be placed in the fluid
with its axis inclined at any angle to the vertical, but so that its
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base is entirely submerged, the solid will not remain in that posi-
tion but will return to the position in which the axis is vertical.

Let the axis of the paraboloid be AN, and through AN
draw a plane perpendicular to the surface of the fluid inter-
secting the paraboloid in the parabola BAB', the base of the
segment in BNB', and the plane of the surface of the fluid in
the chord QQ' of the parabola.

T MKPL

Then, since AN, as placed, is not perpendicular to the
surface of the fluid, QQ' and BB' will not be parallel.

Draw PT parallel to QQ' and touching the parabola at P.
Let PT meet NA produced in T. Draw the diameter PV
bisecting QQ' in V. PV is then the axis of the portion of the
paraboloid above the surface of the fluid.

Let 0 be the centre of gravity of the whole segment of the
paraboloid, F that of the portion above the surface. Join FC
and produce it to H so that H is the centre of gravity of
the immersed portion.

Then, since AC if- ^ , the angle CPT is an acute angle, as in

the last proposition.
Hence, if CK be drawn perpendicular to PT, K will fall

between P and T. Also, if HM, FL be drawn parallel to CK,
they will be perpendicular to the surface of the fluid.

And the force acting on the submerged portion will act
upwards along HM, while the weight of the rest will act
downwards along LF produced.

Thus the paraboloid will turn until it takes the position
in which AN is vertical.
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Proposition 4.
Given a right segment of a paraboloid of revolution whose

aads AN is greater than \p {where p is the parameter), and
whose specific gravity is less than that of a fluid but bears
to it a ratio not less than (AN � f p)*: AN*, if the segment
of the paraboloid be placed in the fluid with its axis at any
inclination to the vertical, but so that its base does not touch
the surface of the fluid, it will not remain in that position but
will return to the position in which its axis is vertical.

Let the axis of the segment of the paraboloid be AN, and
let a plane be drawn through AN perpendicular to the surface
of the fluid and intersecting the segment in the parabola BAB',
the base of the segment in BB', and the surface of the fluid in
the chord QQ' of the parabola.

p T

Then AN, as placed, will not be perpendicular to QQ'.
Draw PT parallel to QQ' and touching the parabola at P.

Draw the diameter PV bisecting QQ' in V. Thus PV will be
the axis of the submerged portion of the solid.

Let C be the centre of gravity of the whole solid, F that of
the immersed portion. Join FG and produce it to H so that H
is the centre of gravity of the remaining portion.

Now, since AN = \A G,
and AN > f p,

it follows that AC>\.
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Measure CO along CA equal to *£, and OR along OC equal to£ ,
Then, since AN = $ A C,

and AR = f.4O,
we have, by subtraction,

NR = f OC.
That is,

or AR = (AN-$p).
Thus (4JV - Spf : ̂ JSP = ^liJ2: AN2,
and therefore the ratio of the specific gravity of the solid to
that of the fluid is, by the enunciation, not less than the ratio
AR*: AN*.

But, by Prop. 1, the former ratio is equal to the ratio
of the immersed portion to the whole solid, i.e. to the ratio
PV* : AN3 [On Conoids and Spheroids, Prop. 24].

Hence P7* : AN* { AR*: AN*,
or PV1(. AR.

It follows that

If, therefore, OK be drawn from 0 perpendicular to OA, it will
meet PF between P and F.

Also, if CK be joined, the triangle KCO is equal and similar
to the triangle formed by the normal, the subnormal and the
ordinate at P (since CO = ̂ p or the subnormal, and KO is
equal to the ordinate).

Therefore CK is parallel to the normal at P, and therefore
perpendicular to the tangent at P and to the surface of the
fluid.

Hence, if parallels to CK be drawn through F, H, they will
be perpendicular to the surface of the fluid, and the force
acting on the submerged portion of the solid will act upwards
along the former, while the weight of the other portion will
act downwards along the latter.
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Therefore the solid will not remain in its position but will
turn until AN assumes a vertical position.

[Using the same notation as before (note following Prop. 2),
we have

of - x = cos 6 If (cots 0 + 2) - | (h - k)\,

and the minimum value of the expression within the bracket,
for different values of 6, is

corresponding to the position in which AM is vertical, or 8 = -=.

Therefore there will be stable equilibrium in that position only,
provided that

or, if s be the ratio of the specific gravity of the solid to that of
the fluid (= k*/h* in this case),

Proposition 5.
Given a right segment of a paraboloid of revolution such that

its axis AN is greater than Jp (where p is the parameter), and
its specific gravity is less than that of a fluid but in a ratio to
it not greater than the ratio {AN2 - (AN - ^pf} : AN", if the
segment be placed in the fluid with its axis inclined at any angle
to the vertical, but so that its base is completely submerged, it will
not remain in that position but will return to the position in
which AN is vertical.

Let a plane be drawn through AN, as placed, perpendicular
to the surface of the fluid and cutting the segment of the
paraboloid in the parabola BAB', the base of the segment in
BB', and the plane of the surface of the fluid in the chord
QQ' of the parabola.

Draw the tangent PT parallel to QQ', and the diameter
PV, bisecting QQ', will accordingly be the axis of the portion
of the paraboloid above the surface of the fluid.



ON FLOATING BODIES II. 271

Let F be the centre of gravity of the portion above the
surface, C that of the whole solid, and produce FG to H, the
centre of gravity of the immersed portion.

As in the last proposition, AC > ^, and we measure CO along

GA equal to ̂ , and OR along OG equal to

Then AN = §AC, and AR = §AO;

and we derive, as before,

AR = (AN-\p).

Now, by hypothesis,

(spec, gravity of solid) : (spec, gravity of fluid)

T P

Therefore
(portion submerged) : (whole solid)

and

Thus

whence

and

(whole solid) : (portion above surface)

$ AN2 : AR\

AN2 -.PV^ AN2 : AR\

PV^AR,
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Therefore, if a perpendicular to AC be drawn from 0, it will
meet PF in some point K between P and F.

And, since CO = $p, CK will be perpendicular to PT, as in
the last proposition.

Now the force acting on the submerged portion of the solid
will act upwards through H, and the weight of the other
portion downwards through F, in directions parallel in both
cases to CK; whence the proposition follows.

Proposition 6.
If a right segment of a paraboloid lighter than a fluid be

such that its axis AM is greater than \p, but AM : \p < 15 : 4,
and if the segment be placed in the fluid with its axis so inclined
to the vertical that its base touches the fluid, it will never remain
in such a position that the base touches the surface in one point
only.

Suppose the segment of the paraboloid to be placed in the
position described, and let the plane through the axis AM
perpendicular to the surface of the fluid intersect the segment
of the paraboloid in the parabolic segment BAB' and the plane
of the surface of the fluid in BQ.

Take C on AM such that AC = 2CM (or so that C is the
centre of gravity of the segment of the paraboloid), and measure
CK along CA such that

AM: CK=15 :4.

Thus AM: CK > AM: %p, by hypothesis; therefore CK < \p.
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Measure CO along GA equal to ^p. Also draw KB per-
pendicular to AG meeting the parabola in B.

Draw the tangent PT parallel to BQ, and through P draw
the diameter PV bisecting BQ in Fand meeting KB in I.

Then PV : PI o=^ KM : AK,
"/or this is proved."*

And

whence AK = A G � CK = \AC = \AM.

Thus KM = %AM.

Therefore KM = %AK.

It follows that

so that P / o - < 2 / F .

Let F be the centre of gravity of the immersed portion of
the paraboloid, so that PF=2FV. Produce FG to H, the
centre of gravity of the portion above the surface.

Draw OL perpendicular to PV.

* We have no hint as to the work in which the proof of this proposition was
contained. The following proof is shorter than Bobertaon's (in the Appendix
to Torelli's edition).

Let BQ meet AM in U, and let PN be the ordinate from P to AM.

We have to prove that PV.AK0?> PI. KM, or in other words that
(PV.AK-PI. KM) is positive or zero.

Now PV.AK-PI. KM=AK.PV-(AK-AN)(AM-AK)
=AK*-AK(AM+AN-PV) + AM.AN
=AK*-AK.UM+AM.AN,

(aince AN=AT).
Now VM : BM=NT : PN.

Therefore OM1:p.AM=tAN1 :p.AN,

whence UM*=4AM .AN,

Therefore PV. AK-PI. KM=AK*- AK. T7M+

UM\*
K)

and accordingly (PV. AK - PI. KM) cannot be negative.

H. A. 18
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Then, since CO = \p, CL must be perpendicular to PT and
therefore to the surface of the fluid.

And the forces acting on the immersed portion of the
paraboloid and the portion above the surface act respectively
upwards and downwards along lines through F and H parallel
to CL.

Hence the paraboloid cannot remain in the position in which
B just touches the surface, but must turn in the direction of
increasing the angle PTM.

The proof is the same in the case where the point / is not
on VP but on VP produced, as in the second figure*.

[With the notation used on p. 266, if the base BB' touch
the surface of the fluid at B, we have

BM = BV sin 6 + PN,
and, by the property of the parabola,

Therefore

=pk(l+cot20).

*Jph = *Jpk + ^ cot 0.

To obtain the result of the proposition, we have to eliminate
k between this equation and

a ' - a; = cos 0 fe (cot2 0 + 2) - 1 (A, -
* It is curious that the figures given by Torelli, Nizze and Heiberg are all

incorrect, as they all make the point which I have called I lie on BQ instead of
VP produced.
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We have, from the first equation,

& =/i - VpA cot 0 + ! cot2 0,

or h-k = *Jph cot 6-^cot*0.

Therefore

x'-x = cos 0 1 | (cot2 0 + 2) - | ( V ^ c o t 0 - | cot2 0)1

= cos 0 1 | ( | cota 0 + 2) - f Vplcot d\.

If then the solid can never rest in the position described,
but must turn in the direction of increasing the angle PTM,
the expression within the bracket must be positive whatever
be the value of 0.

Therefore ($)*ph<%p\
or h <

Proposition 7.

Given a right segment of a paraboloid of revolution lighter
than a fluid and such that its axis AM is greater than f p, but
AM : $p <15 : 4>, if the segment be placed in the fluid so that
its base is entirely submerged, it will never rest in such a position
that the base touches the surface of the fluid at one point only.

Suppose the solid so placed that one point of the base
only (B) touches the surface of the fluid. Let the plane
through B and the axis AM cut the solid in the parabolic
segment BAB' and the plane of the surface of the fluid in the
chord BQ of the parabola.

Let C be the centre of gravity of the segment, so that
AG= 20M; and measure GK along OA such that

AM: OZ=15 : 4.

It follows that CK<lp.

Measure CO along CA equal to ^p. Draw KR perpen-
dicular to AM meeting the parabola in R.

18�2
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Let PT, touching at P, be the tangent to the parabola
which is parallel to BQ, and PV the diameter bisecting BQ, i.e.
the axis of the portion of the paraboloid above the surface.

Then, as in the last proposition, we prove that

and P / o r = < 2 / F .

Let F be the centre of gravity of the portion of the solid
above the surface; join FC and produce it to H, the centre of
gravity of the portion submerged.

Draw OL perpendicular to PV; and, as before, since
CO = \p, CL is perpendicular to the tangent PT. And the
lines through H, F parallel to CL are perpendicular to the
surface of the fluid; thus the proposition is established as
before.

The proof is the same if the point / is not on VP but on
VP produced.

Proposition 8.

Given a solid in the form, of a right segment of a paraboloid
of revolution whose axis AM is greater than \p, but such that
AM: \p< 15 : 4, and whose specific gravity bears to that of a
fluid a ratio less than (AM�^pf : AM", then, if the solid be
placed in the fluid so that its base does not touch the fluid and
its axis is inclined at an angle to the vertical, the solid will not
return to the position in which its axis is vertical and mil not
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remain in any position except that in which its axis makes with
the surface of the fluid a certain angle to be described.

Let am be taken equal to the axis AM, and let c be a point
on am such that ac = 2cm. Measure co along ca equal to ^p,
and or along oc equal to ^ ao.

p T

Let X + Y be a straight line such that

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) = (X + F ) s : am1 (a),

and suppose X = 2 F.

Now ar = § ao = f (f am � $p)

= am � § p

= AM-ip.

Therefore, by hypothesis,

(X + Y)% : am2 < ar': am",

whence (X + Y) < ar, and therefore X < ao.
Measure db along oa equal to X, and draw bd perpendicular

to ab and of such length that
% ( / )

Join ad.

Now let the solid be placed in the fluid with its axis AM
inclined at an angle to the vertical. Through AM draw a
plane perpendicular to the surface of the fluid, and let this
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plane cut the paraboloid in the parabola BAB' and the plane
of the surface of the fluid in the chord QQ' of the parabola.

Draw the tangent PT parallel to QQ', touching at P, and
let PV be the diameter bisecting QQ' in V (or the axis of the
immersed portion of the solid), and PN the ordinate from P.

Measure AO along AM equal to ao, and OC along OM
equal to oc, and draw OL perpendicular to PV.

I. Suppose
Thus

But

and

Therefore

or

whence

the angle
PN2

PN'

db

OTP greater than the angle dab.
\NT%>db*
:Nr=p:-

= co :
a:&a2 = £co

NT<2ab
AN< ab,
NO>bo

:ba\
IAN

NT,
: ab, by (/3).

(since ao = AO)

Now (X + Yy : am1 = (spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid)

= (portion immersed) : (rest of solid)

so that

But

> f ( X + 7 ) , since X = 27,

>|PF,
or PF<fPi,

and therefore PL > 2L V.
Take a point F on PV so that PF= 2FV, i.e. so that F is

the centre of gravity of the immersed portion of the solid.

Also AG = ac = %am = \AM, and therefore G is the centre
of gravity of the whole solid.

Join FG and produce.it to H, the centre of gravity of the
portion of the solid above the surface.
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Now, since CO = \y>, GL is perpendicular to the surface of
the fluid; therefore so are the parallels to GL through F and
H. But the force on the immersed portion acts upwards
through F and that on the rest of the solid downwards
through H,

Therefore the solid will not rest but turn in the direction of
diminishing the angle MTP.

II. Suppose the angle OTP less than the angle dab. In
this case, we shall have, instead of the above results, the
following,

AN>ab,

NO<X.

Also PF>fPi,

and therefore PL < 2L V.

Make PF equal to 2FV, so,that F is the centre of gravity
of the immersed portion.

And, proceeding as before, we prove in this case that the
solid will turn in the direction of increasing the angle MTP.

III. "When the angle MTP is equal to the angle dab,
equalities replace inequalities in the results obtained, and L is
itself the centre of gravity of the immersed portion. Thus all
the forces act in one straight line, the perpendicular GL;
therefore there is equilibrium, and the solid will rest in the
position described.
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[With the notation before used

+ 2)-|(A-
6

and a position of equilibrium is obtained by equating to zero the
expression within the bracket. We have then

It is easy to verify that the angle 6 satisfying this equation
is the identical angle determined by Archimedes. For, in the
above proposition,

~=PV=k,

whence ab = ̂ h-^-^k = ^(h-k)-^.

Also hd*=£.ab.

It follows that

cot2 dab = aVjbd* = - i | (h - ft) - | J . ]

Proposition 9.

Given a solid in the form of a right segment of a paraboloid
of revolution whose aods AM is greater than f p, but such that
AM: %p< 15 : 4, and whose specific gravity bears to that of a
fluid a ratio greater than {AM2 � (AM � f p)*} : AM2, then, if
the solid be placed in the fluid with its axis inclined at an angle
to the vertical but so that its base is entirely below the surface,
the solid will not return to the position in which its axis is
vertical and will not remain in any position except that in which
its axis makes with the surface of the fluid an angle equal to that
described in the last proposition.

Take am equal to AM, and take c on am such that ac = 2cm.
Measure co along ca equal to \p, and ar along ac such that
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Let X + Y be such a line that
(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) = {am* � (X + Y)*} : am*,
and suppose X = 2 Y.

L
a b

T P

Now

Therefore, by hypothesis,
am3 � ar*: am* < {am2 � (X + F)8} : am",

whence X + Y < ar,
and therefore X < ao.

Make ob (measured along oa) equal to X, and draw bd
perpendicular to ba and of such length that

bds = ^co . ab.
Join ad.

Now suppose the solid placed as in the figure with its axis
AM inclined to the vertical. Let the plane through AM
perpendicular to the surface of the fluid cut the solid in the
parabola BAB' and the surface of the fluid in QQ'.

Let PT be the tangent parallel to QQ', PV the diameter
bisecting QQ' (or the axis of the portion of the paraboloid above
the surface), PN the ordinate from P.
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I. Suppose the angle MTP greater than the angle dab.
Let AM be cut as before in C and 0 so that AG=2GM,
OG = \p, and accordingly AM, am are equally divided. Draw
OL perpendicular to PV.

Then, we have, as in the last proposition,

whence co : NT >^co : ab,

and therefore AN< ab.

It follows that NO>bo

Again, since the specific gravity of the solid is to that of
the fluid as the immersed portion of the solid to the whole,

AM' - (X + Y)2: AM2 = AM1 -PV*: AM",

or (X + F) 2 : AM2 = P V2 : AM*.

That is, X+Y=PV.

And PL (or NO)>X

so that PL>2LV.

Take F on PV so that PF= 2FV. Then F is the centre
of gravity of the portion of the solid above the surface.

Also G is the centre of gravity of the whole solid. Join FG
and produce it to H, the centre of gravity of the immersed
portion.

Then, since GO = %p, GL is perpendicular to PT and to the
surface of the fluid; and the force acting on the immersed
portion of the solid acts upwards along the parallel to GL
through H, while the weight of the rest of the solid acts down-
wards along the parallel to GL through F.

Hence the solid will not rest but turn in the direction of
diminishing the angle MTP.

II. Exactly as in the last proposition, we prove that, if the
angle MTP be less than the angle dab, the solid will not remain
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in its position but will turn in the direction of increasing the
angle MTP.

T _ P

III. If the angle MTP is equal to the angle dab, the solid
will rest in that position, because L and F will coincide, and all
the forces will act along the one line GL.

Proposition 1O.

Given a solid in the form of a right segment of a paraboloid
of revolution in which the axis AM is of a length such that
AM: \p > 15 : 4>, and supposing the solid placed in a fluid
of greater specific gravity so that its base is entirely above the
surface of the fluid, to investigate the positions of rest.

(Preliminary.)
Suppose the segment of the paraboloid to be cut by a plane

through its axis AM in the parabolic segment BABi of which
BBX is the base.

Divide AM at G so that AG= 2GM, and measure GK along
CA so that

AM: CK=U : 4 (a),
whence, by the hypothesis, GK > $p.

Suppose CO measured along GA equal to \p, and take a
point R on AM such that MR = \GO.

Thus AR = AM-MR
= %{AC-CO)
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Join BA, draw KA2 perpendicular to AM meeting BA in A2

bisect BA in A3, and draw AtM3, A3M3 parallel to AM meeting
BM in M2, Ms respectively.

On ASM2, AaMs as axes describe parabolic segments similar
to the segment BABX. (It follows, by similar triangles, that
BM will be the base of the segment whose axis is ASM3 and
BB2 the base of that whose axis is AJd2, where BB2 = 2BM2.)

The parabola BAJ12 will then pass through G.
[For BM%: M%M = BM2: A.,K

=KM:AK
= GM+CK:AG-GK
= (l + &) AM ;{%-&) AM
= 9=6 (0)
= MA : AC.
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Thus G is seen to be on the parabola BA2B^ by the converse
of Prop. 4 of the Quadrature of the Parabola]

Also, if a perpendicular to AM be drawn from 0, it will
meet the parabola BAJ12 in two points, as Qit P2. Let QTQVQJ)

be drawn through Q2 parallel to A M meeting the parabolas
BABU BA3M respectively in Qlt Q3 and BM in D; and let
PTP%PS be the corresponding parallel to AM through P2. Let
the tangents to the outer parabola at Pu Qx meet MA produced
in Tlt U respectively.

Then, since the three parabolic segments are similar and
similarly situated, with their bases in the same straight line
and having one common extremity, and since QiQ2QsD is a
diameter common to all three segments, it follows that

Q.% : Q& = (BA : B,B). (BM : MB}*.
Now BA : B^B = MM2 : BM (dividing by 2)

= 2 : 5 , by means of (ft) above.
And BM: MB2 = BM: (2BM, - BM)

= 5 : (6 - 5), by means of (/3),
= 5 : 1 .

* This result is assumed without proof, no doubt as being an easy deduction
from Prop. 5 of the Quadrature of the Parabola. It may be established
as follows.

First, since AA^B is a straight line, and AN=AT with the ordinary
notation (where PT is the tangent at P and PN the ordinate), it follows, by
similar triangles, that the tangent at B to the outer parabola is a tangent to
each of the other two parabolas at the same point B.

Now, by the proposition quoted, if DQ^Q^ produced meet the tangent BT
inJB,

whence
Similarly
and

EQ3:Q3D=BD
EQS:ED=BD:
EQ3: ED=BD :
EQ-L : ED=BD ;

The first two proportions are equivalent to

and
By subtraction,

Similarly
It follows that

EQS:ED=BD.BB1

EQ$: ED=BD.BM

QsQ3:ED=BD.MBi

Q1Q2:ED=BD.BiB

QiQ1--QiQs={S2B1:B

:DM,
BM. j

:BBA

-.BM.BBn,
:BM.BB2.

j : BM. BB%.

1 : BBa.BB1.

\B). (BM: MB2).
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It follows that

or

Similarly
Also, since

(Enunciation
If the segment

� )

of
its base entirely above

ARCHIMEDES

QiQs � Q&s = 2 : 1 ,

Q1Q1 = 2 Q 2 Q 3 . )

P1P2 = 2P2Ps.j
MR = f CO = |p,
AR = AM-MR

= AM-\p.

the paraboloid be placed in the fluid with
the surface, then

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) �£ AR* : AM2

te(AM-§py
the solid will rest in the position in which its axis AM is vertical;

(spec. gr. of solid): (spec. gr. of fluid) <AR*: AM2

but > Q&i : AM',

the solid will not rest with its base touching the surface of the
fluid in one point only, but in such a position that its base does
not touch the surface at any point and its axis makes with the
surface an angle greater than U;

(III. a) if
(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) = QiQ8

2: AM1,
the solid will rest and remain in the position in which the base
touches the surface of the fluid at one point only and the axis
makes with the surface an angle equal to U;

(III. b) if
(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) = PiP3

s: AM2,
the solid will rest with its base touching the surface of the fluid
at one point only and with its axis inclined to the surface at an
angle equal to 2 \ ;

(IV.) if
(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) > PiP3

2 : AM2

but < Q&* : AM*,
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the solid will rest and remain in a position with its base more
submerged;

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) < PiP*: AM*,

the solid will rest in a position in which its axis is inclined to the
surface of the fluid at an angle less than Tlt but so that the base
does not even touch the surface at one point.

(Proof.)

(I.) Since AM > f p, and

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) <(: (AM � %p)* : AM*,

it follows, by Prop. 4, that the solid will be in stable equilibrium
with its axis vertical,

(II.) In this case

(spec, gr, of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) < AR*: AM*

but > Q&* : AM*.

Suppose the ratio of the specific gravities to be equal to

V : AM\
so that I < AR but > QXQ3.

Place P'V between the two parabolas BABU BP3Q3M equal
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to I and parallel to AM*; and let P'V meet the intermediate
parabola in F'.

Then, by the same proof as before, we obtain

P'F' = 2F'V.

Let P'T, the tangent at P' to the outer parabola, meet
MA in T, and let P'N' be the ordinate at P'.

Join BV and produce it to meet the outer parabola in Q'.
Let OQJE>* meet P'V in / .

Now, since, in two similar and similarly situated parabolic

* Archimedes does not give the solution of this problem, but it oan be
supplied as follows.

Let B-RJQJ, BBQa be two similar and similarly situated parabolic segments
with their bases in the same straight line, and let BE be the common tangent
at B.

Suppose the problem solved, and let ERRXO, parallel^to the axes, meet the
parabolas in B, Bj and BQ2 in 0, making the intercept RB1 equal to I.

Then, we have, as usual,

=BO.BQi:BQ1.BQi,

and ER : E0=B0 : BQ2

=BO.BQ1:BQ1.BQ;t.
By subtraction,

BRt :E0 = B0. Q^ :BQ1.BQi,

or B0.0E=l. �ir7T^< which is known.
VlS!2

And the ratio BO : OE is known. Therefore' BO2, or 0Ea, can be found, and
therefore 0.
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segments with bases BM, BBi in the same straight line, B V, BQ'
are drawn making the same angle with the bases,

BV : BQ' = BM:BB1*

= 1:2,

so that BV = V'Q'.
Suppose the segment of the paraboloid placed in the fluid,

as de'scribed, with its axis inclined at an angle to the vertical,
and with its base touching the surface at one point B only.
Let the solid be cut by a plane through the axis and per-

pendicular to the surface of the fluid, and let the plane intersect
the solid in the parabolic segment BAB' and the plane of the
surface of the fluid in BQ.

Take the points G, 0 on AM as before described. Draw

* To prove this, suppose that, in the figure on the opposite page, BRX is
produced to meet the outer parabola in JJ2.

We have, as before,
ERt: EO=B0 : BQlt

EB : EO=BO : BQ,,

whence ER1: ER=BQi: BQX.

And, since R1 is a point within the outer parabola,

ER : ER1=BRl : BR2, in like manner.

Hence BQ1: BQa=BR1 : BB2.

H. A. 19



290 ARCHIMEDES

the tangent parallel to BQ touching the parabola in P and
meeting AM in T; and let P F b e the diameter bisecting BQ
(i.e. the axis of the immersed portion of the solid).

Then

P : AM2 = (spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid)

= (portion immersed) : (whole solid)

= PV* : AM\

whence P'V' = l = PV.

Thus the segments in the two figures, namely BP'Q',
BPQy are equal and similar.

Therefore zP2W= AP'T'N'.

Also

Now, in the first figure, P'I< 2IV.

Therefore, if OL be perpendicular to PV in the second
figure,

PL<2LV.

Take F on LV so that PF= 2FV, i.e. so that F is the centre
of gravity of the immersed portion of the solid. And C is the
centre of gravity of the whole solid. Join FG and produce it to
H, the centre of gravity of the portion above the surface.

Now, since CO = $p, GL is perpendicular to the tangent at
P and to the surface of the fluid. Thus, as before, we prove
that the solid will not rest with B touching the surface, but will
turn in the direction of increasing the angle PTN.

Hence, in the position of rest, the axis AM must make with
the surface of the fluid an angle greater than the angle U which
the tangent at Qi makes with AM.

(III. a) In this case

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) = Q& : AM2.

Let the segment of the paraboloid be placed in the fluid so
that its base nowhere touches the surface of the fluid, and its
axis is inclined at an angle to the vertical.
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Let the plane through AM perpendicular to the surface of
the fluid cut the paraboloid in the parabola BAB' and the

plane of the surface of the fluid in QQ'. Let PT be the tangent
parallel to QQ', PV the diameter bisecting QQ', PN the ordinate
at P.

Divide AM as before at G, 0.
19�2
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In the other figure let QxN' be the ordinate at Q1# Join
BQ3 and produce it to meet the outer parabola in q. Then
BQ3 = Q3q, and the tangent Qx U is parallel to Bq. Now

QiQs : AM* = (spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid)
= (portion immersed) : (whole solid)
= PV*: AM'.

Therefore QxQa = PV; and the segments QPQ', BQxq of the
paraboloid are equal in volume. And the base of one passes
through JB, while the base of the other passes through Q, a point
nearer to A than B is.

It follows that the angle between QQ' and BB' is less than
the angle BJiq.

Therefore ZU<Z PTN,

whence AN' > AN,

and therefore N'O (or QjQt) < PL,

where OL is perpendicular to PV.

It follows, since &Q, = 2Q2Q3, that
PL > 2LV.

Therefore F, the centre of gravity of the immersed portion
of the solid, is between P and L, while, as before, GL is perpen-
dicular to the surface of the fluid.

Producing FG to H, the centre of gravity of the portion of
the solid above the surface, we see that the solid must turn in
the direction of diminishing the angle PTN until one point B
of the base just touches the surface of the fluid.

When this is the case, we shall have a segment BPQ equal
and similar to the segment BQxq, the angle PTN will be equal
to the angle U, and AN will be equal to AN'.

Hence in this case PL = 2LV, and F, L coincide, so that F,
G, H are all in one vertical straight line.

Thus the paraboloid will remain in the position in which
one point B of the base touches the surface of the fluid, and the
axis makes with the surface an angle equal to U.
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(III. b) In the case where

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) = PiP s
a : AM*,

we can prove in the same way that, if the solid be placed in the
fluid so that its axis is inclined to the vertical and its base does
not anywhere touch the surface of the fluid, the solid will take
up and rest in the position in which one point only of the base
touches the surface, and the axis is inclined to it at an angle
equal to 2\ (in the figure on p. 284).

(IV.) In this case

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) > PiP3*: AM *

but < Q,QS* : AM\

Suppose the ratio to be equal to P : AM2, so that I is greater
than P^Ps but less than QiQ3.

Place P'W between the parabolas BP&, BPSQS so that
P'V is equal to I and parallel to AM, and let P'V meet the
intermediate parabola in F' and OQ^P^ in / .

Join BV and produce it to meet the outer parabola in q.

Then, as before, BV = V'q, and accordingly the tangent
P'T at P ' is parallel to Bq. Let P'N' be the ordinate of P ' .
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1. Now let the segment be placed in the fluid, first, with
its axis so inclined to the vertical that its base does not
anywhere touch the surface of the fluid.

Let the plane through AM perpendicular to the surface of
the fluid cut the paraboloid in the parabola BAB' and the
plane of the surface of the fluid in QQ'. Let PT be the
tangent parallel to QQ', PV the diameter bisecting QQ'.
Divide AM at G, 0 as before, and draw OL perpendicular to PV.

Then, as before, we have P 7 = I = P'V.
Thus the segments BP'q, QPQ' of the paraboloid are equal
in volume; and it follows that the angle between QQ' and BB'
is less than the angle BJiq.

Therefore LP'T'N'K^PTN,

and hence AN' > AN,

so that NO >N'O,

i.e. PL>P'I
>P'F', a fortiori.

Thus PL>2LV, so that F, the centre of gravity of the
immersed portion of the solid, is between L and P, while GL
is perpendicular to the surface of the fluid.
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If then we produee FC to H, the centre of gravity of the
portion of the solid above the surface, we prove that the solid
will not rest but turn in the direction of diminishing the
angle PTN.

2. Next let the paraboloid be so placed in the fluid that
its base touches the surface of the fluid at one point B only,
and let the construction proceed as before.

Then PV=P'V, and the segments BPQ, BP'q are equal
and similar, so that

It follows that

and therefore

whence

AN = AN',NO = N'O,
P'I = PL,
PL>2LV.

B'

Thus F again lies between P and L, and, as before, the
paraboloid will turn in the direction of diminishing the angle
PTN, i.e. so that the base will be more submerged.

(V.) In this case

(spec. gr. of solid) : (spec. gr. of fluid) < PiP*: AM1.

If then the ratio is equal to I*: AM\ I < P&. Place P'V
between the parabolas SPiQi and BP3Q3 equal in length to I
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and parallel to AM. Let P'V meet the intermediate parabola
in F' and 0P3 in / .

Join BV and produce it to meet the outer parabola in q.
Then, as before, BV = Vq, and the tangent P'T is parallel
to Bq.

B M B» B,

1. Let the paraboloid be so placed in the fluid that its
base touches the surface at one point only.
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Let the plane through AM perpendicular to the surface
of the fluid cut the paraboloid in the parabolic section BAB'
and the plane of the surface of the fluid in BQ.

Making the usual construction, we find

and the segments BPQ, BPrq are equal and similar.
Therefore ZPTN = ZP'T'N',

and AN = AN',N'O = NO.
Therefore PL = P'l,

whence it follows that PL < 2LV.

Thus F, the centre of gravity of the immersed portion of the.
solid, lies between L and V, while GL is perpendicular to the
surface of the fluid.

Producing FG to H, the centre of gravity of the portion
above the surface, we prove, as usual, that there will not be
rest, but the solid will turn in the direction of increasing the
angle PTN, so that the base will not anywhere touch the
surface.

2. The solid will however rest in a position where its axis
makes with the surface of the fluid an angle less than 2\.
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For let it be placed so that the angle PTN is not less
than Tx.

Then, with the same construction as before, PV=l � P'V.

And, since

and therefore NO -̂  Nx0, where PXNX is the ordinate of Px.

Hence PL <(: P ^ .

But PiP., > P'F'.

Therefore PL > $PF,
so that F, the centre of gravity of the immersed portion of
the solid, lies between P and L.

Thus the solid will turn in the direction of diminishing
the angle PTN until that angle becomes less than Tx.

[As before, if x, x' be the distances from T of the orthogonal
projections of C, F respectively on TP, we have

as' - x = cos 0 j | (cot8 6 + 2) - 1 (h - 4)1 (1),

where h = AM, k = PV.

Also, if the base BB' touch the surface of the fluid at one
point B, we have further, as in the note following Prop. 6,

and h � k = yph cot 6 � 'K cot 0 (3).

Therefore, to find the relation between h and the angle 0 at
which the axis of the paraboloid is inclined to the surface of the
fluid in a position of equilibrium with B just touching the
surface, we eliminate k and equate the expression in (1) to
zero; thus

|(cot86 + 2) - 1 Uphcot 0-£ cot*d) = 0,

or 5p cot* 0 - 8"Jphcotd + 6p = 0 (4).
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The two values of 0 are given by the equations

5 Vp cot 6 = WA + Vl6A - 30p (5).

The lower sign corresponds to the angle U, and the upper
sign to the angle Tlt in the proposition of Archimedes, as can
be verified thus.

In the first figure of Archimedes (p. 284 above) we have

_ 3p /4sh p\
~ T 1,15 ~ V *

If PiP2P3 meet BM in D', it follows that

/3» /4A p\ , 1 ,�r
= A/ -f [j-^ �"=rl + � V Dft.

and

2 ,-r _ /3p /4A

Now, from the property of the parabola,

cot U=2MD/p,

cot 2\ = 2 JfD'/p,

2 ,�,
so that ^cc

._ f t/"i ._ _
or 5 vp cot j rp > = 4 V A + v 16 A � 30p,

which agrees with the result (5) above.

To find the corresponding ratio of the specific gravities, or
î /A", we have to use equations (2) and (5) and to express k in
terms of A and p.
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Equation (2) gives, on the substitution in it of the value of
cot 6 contained in (5),

whence we obtain, by squaring,

/ (6).

The lower sign corresponds to the angle U and the upper to
the angle T1: and, in order to verify the results of Archimedes,
we have simply to show that the two values of k are equal to
Q1Q3, -P1-P3 respectively.

Now it is easily seen that

&& = h/2 - MB'/p + 2MtB*/p,

P,P3 = h/2 - MD"/p + 2M3D">/p.

Therefore, using the values of MB, MB', M3B, M3B' above
found, we have

QiQa\ = h ,S/U_p\_1h 6 /3h(4h_p
PaPsJ 2 + 5V15 2/ 5 0 ± 5 V 5 V15 2

±
which are the values of k given in (6) above.]
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Proposition 1 .

If two circles touch at A, and ifBD, EF be parallel diameters
in them, ADF is a straight line.

[The proof in the text only applies to the particular case
where the diameters are perpendicular to the radius to the
point of contact, but it is easily adapted to the more general
case by one small change only.]

Let 0, C be the centres of the circles, and let OC be joined
and produced to A. Draw DH parallel to AO meeting OF
inH.

Then, since 0H=GD = GA,
and 0F=0A,
we have, by subtraction,

HF=C0=DH.
Therefore ^ HDF = Z HFD.
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Thus both the triangles CAD, HDF are isosceles, and the
third angles AOD, DHF in each are equal. Therefore the
equal angles in each are equal to one another, and

Add to each the angle CDF, and it follows that

/. ADC + Z CDF = / CDF + /L DFH

= (two right angles).

Hence ADF is a straight line.

The same proof applies if the circles touch externally*.

Proposition 2.

Let AB be the diameter of a semicircle, and let the tangents
to it at B and at any other point D on it meet in T. If now DE
be drawn perpendicular to AB, and if AT, DE meet in F,

DF=FE.

Produce AD to meet BT produced in H. Then the angle
ADB in the semicircle is right; therefore the angle BDH is
also right. And TB, TD are equal.

Therefore T is the centre of the semicircle on BU as
diameter, which passes through D.

Hence HT=TB.

And, since DE, HB are parallel, it follows that DF= FE.

* Pappus assumes the result of this proposition in connexion with the
ap/3ij\os (p. 214, ed. Hultsch), and he proves it for the case where the circles
touch externally (p. 840).
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Proposition 3.
Let P be any point on a segment of a circle whose base is

AB, and let PN be perpendicular to AB. Take D on AB so
that AN = ND. If now PQ be an arc equal to the arc PA, and
BQ be joined,

BQ, BD shall be equal*.

N D

Join PA, PQ, PD, DQ.

* The segment in the figure of the MS. appears to have been a semicircle,
though the proposition is equally true of any segment. But the case where the
segment is a semicircle brings the proposition into close connexion with a
proposition in Ptolemy's /teydXi; <nWa|is, I. 9 (p. 81, ed. Halma; cf. the repro-
duction in Cantor's Oesch. d. Mathematik, I. (1894), p. 389). Ptolemy's object is
to connect by an equation the lengths of the chord of an arc and the chord of half
the arc. Substantially his procedure is as follows. Suppose AP, PQ to be
equal arcs, AB the diameter through A ; and let AP, PQ, AQ, PB, QB be joined.
Measure BD along BA equal to BQ. The perpendicular PN is now drawn, and
it is proved that PA=PD, and AN=ND.

Then AN=i{BA-BD) = i {BA-BQ)=i{BA-»/BA*-AQ*)-
And, by similar triangles, AN : AP=AP : AB.

Therefore AP2=A B. AN

= £ (AB - *JAB*-AQ2). AB.

This gives AP in terms of AQ and the known diameter AB. If we divide by
AB'2 throughout, it is seen at once that the proposition gives a geometrical
proof of the formula

sin3;; = £ (1 - cos a).

The case where the segment is a semicircle recalls also the method used by
Archimedes at the beginning of the second part of Prop. 3 of the Measurement
of a circle. It is there proved that, in the figure above,

AB + BQ:AQ=BP:PA,
or, if we divide the first two terms of the proposition by AB,

(1 + cos o)/sin a=cot £ .
2
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Then, since the arcs PA, PQ are equal,

PA = PQ.

But, since AN = ND, and the angles at JV are right,

PA = PB.

Therefore PQ = PD,

and zPQD = zPDQ.

Now, since A, P, Q, B are concyclic,

Z PAD + L PQB = (two right angles),

whence Z PDA + Z PQB = (two right angles)

Therefore Z PQB = Z PDB;

and, since the parts, the angles PQD, PDQ, are equal,

ZBQD^zBDQ,

and BQ = BD.

Proposition 4.

If AB he the diameter of a semicircle and N any point on AB,
and if semicircles be described within the first semicircle and
having AN, BN as diameters respectively, the figure included
between the circumferences of the three semicircles is "what
Archimedes called an a/5/87;\o?*"; and its area is equal to the
circle on PN as diameter, where PN is perpendicular to AB
and meets the original semicircle in P.

For

= AN3 + NB" + 2PiV.

But circles (or semicircles) are to one another as the squares of
their radii (or diameters).

* dpjStjXos is literally ' a shoemaker's knife.' Cf. note attached to the remarks
on the Liber Aisumptorum in the Introduction, Chapter II.
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Hence

(semicircle on .4.8) = (sum of semicircles on AN, NB)

+ 2 (semicircle on PN).

That is, the circle on PN as diameter is equal to the
difference between the semicircle on AB and the sum of the
semicircles on AN, NB, i.e. is equal to the area of the dpfir)\o<;.

Proposition 5.

Let AB be the diameter of a semicircle, G any point on AB,
and CD perpendicular to it, and let semicircles be described
within the first semicircle and having AC, CB as diameters.
Then, if two circles be drawn touching GD on different sides
and each touching two of the semicircles, the circles so drawn
will be equal.

Let one of the circles touch GD at E, the semicircle on AB
in F, and the semicircle on AC in 0.

Draw the diameter EH of the circle, which will accordingly
be perpendicular to CD and therefore parallel to AB.

Join FH, HA, and FE, EB. Then, by Prop. 1, FHA, FEB
are both straight lines, since EH, AB are parallel.

For the same reason AGE, COH are straight lines.

Let AF produced meet CD in D, and let AE produced
meet the outer semicircle in / . Join BI, ID.

H. A. 20
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Then, since the angles AFB, ACD are right, the straight
lines AD, AB are such that the perpendiculars on each from the
extremity of the other meet in the point E. Therefore, by the
properties of triangles, AE is perpendicular to the line joining
B to D.

But AE is perpendicular to BI.
Therefore BID is a straight line.
Now, since the angles at 0, I are right, CH is parallel

to BD.
Therefore AB:BC=AD: DH

= AC:HE,
so that AC . OB = AB . HE.
In like manner, if d is the diameter of the other circle, we can
prove that AC .0B = AB . d.

Therefore d = HE, and the circles are equal*.

* The property upon which this result depends, viz. that
AB : BG=AC : HE,

appears as an intermediate step in a proposition of Pappus (p. 230, ed. Hultsch)
which proves that, in the figure above,

AB :BG=CEi:HE\
The truth of the latter proposition is easily seen. For, since the angle CEH

is a right angle, and EG is perpendicular to CH,
CE*:EHi=CG : GH

= AC : HE.
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[As pointed out by an Arabian Scholiast Alkauhi, this
proposition may be stated more generally. If, instead of one
point G on AB, we have two points G, D, and semicircles be
described on AC, BD as diameters, and if, instead of the
perpendicular to AB through G, we take the radical axis of the
two semicircles, then the circles described on different sides of
the radical axis and each touching it as well as two of the
semicircles are equal. The proof is similar and presents no
difficulty.]

Proposition 6.

Let AB, the diameter of a semicircle, be divided at C so that
AC=$CB [or in any ratio]. Describe semicircles within the
first semicircle and on AG, GB as diameters, and suppose a
circle drawn touching all three semicircles. If OH be the
diameter of this circle, to find the relation between OH and AB.

Let OH be that diameter of the circle which is parallel to
AB, and let the circle touch the semicircles on AB, AG, GB
in D, E, F respectively.

Join AO, OD and BH, HD. Then, by Prop. 1, AOD, BHD
are straight lines.

For a like reason AEH, BFO are straight lines, as also
are GEG, GFH.

Let AD meet the semicircle on AC in / , and let BD meet
the semicircle on GB in K. Join CI, OK meeting AE, BF

20�2
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respectively in L, M, and let GL, HM produced meet AB in
N, P respectively.

Now, in the triangle AOC, the perpendiculars from A, G on
the opposite sides meet in L. Therefore, by the properties of
triangles, GLN is perpendicular to AC.

Similarly HMP is perpendicular to GB.

Again, since the angles at / , K, D are right, GK is parallel
to AD, and GI to BD.

Therefore AC : GB = AL : LH

= AN:NP,

and BC:GA = BM: MG

= BP:PN.

Hence AN': NP = NP : PB,

or AN, NP, PB are in continued proportion*.

Now, in the case where AC = § GB,

whence BP : PN : NA : AB = 4 : 6 : 9 : 19.

Therefore GH = NP = ̂  AB.

And similarly GH can be found when AC : GB is equal to
any other given ratio-f.

* This same property appears incidentally in Pappus (p. 226) as an inter-
mediate step in the proof of the " ancient proposition " alluded to below,

t In general, if AC : CB=\ : 1, we have
BP:PN:NA: AB = \ : \ : V : (1 + X+V),

and GH:AB=\: (1 + X + V).
It may be interesting to add the enunciation of the "ancient proposition''

stated by Pappus (p. 208) and proved by him after several auxiliary lemmas.
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Proposition 7.

If circles be circumscribed about and inscribed in a square,
the circumscribed circle is double of the inscribed circle.

For the ratio of the circumscribed to the inscribed circle is
equal to that of the square on the diagonal to the square itself,
i.e. to the ratio 2 : 1.

Proposition 8.

If AB be any chord of a circle whose centre is 0, and if AB
be produced to G so that BO is equal to the radius; if further CO
meet the circle in D and be produced to meet the circle a second
time in E, the arc AE will be equal to three times the arc BD.

Draw the chord EF parallel to AB, and join OB, OF.

Let an dpftrfkos be formed by three semicircles on AB, AC, CB as diameters, and
let a series of circles be described, the first of which touches all three semicircles,
while the seoond touches the first and two of the semicircles forming one end
of the 4/>/STJXOS, the third touches the seoond and the same two semicircles, and
so on. Let the diameters of the successive circles be dlt d2, d3,... their centres
°i> °ai Ogt... and OJ^J, O,Wa, O3NS,... the perpendiculars from the centres on
AS. Then it is to be proved that

OaNs=3d3,

0nNn=ndn.
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Then, since the angles OEF, OFE are equal,

Z GOF = 2 z OEF

= 2zBGO, by parallels,
= 2 Z BOD, since BG = BO.

Therefore

so that the arc BF is equal to three times the arc BD.

Hence the arc AE, which is equal to the arc BF, is equal to
three times the arc BD*.

Proposition 9.

If in a circle two chords AB, GD which do not pass through
the centre intersect at right angles, then

(arc AD) + (arc GB) = (arc AG) + (arc DB).

Let the chords intersect at 0, and draw the diameter EF
parallel to AB intersecting GD in
H. EF will thus bisect GD at
right angles in H, and

(arc ED) = (axe EC).
Also EDF, EGF are semi-

circles, while
(arc ED) = (arc EA) + (arc AD).

Therefore
(sum of arcs CF, EA, AD) = (arc

of a semicircle).

And the arcs AE, BF are equal.
Therefore

(arc GB) + (arc AD) = (arc of a semicircle).

* This proposition gives a method of reducing the trisection of any angle,
i.e. of any circular arc, to a problem of the kind known as veitras. Suppose that
AE is the arc to be trisected, and that ED is the diameter through E of the circle
of which AE is an arc. In order then to' find an arc equal to one-third of AE,
we have only to draw through A a line ABC, meeting the circle again in B and
ED produced in C, such that BG is equal to the radius of the circle. For a
discussion of this and other veiaeis see the Introduction, Chapter Y.
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Hence the remainder of the circumference, the sum of the
arcs AC, DB, is also equal to a semicircle; and the proposition
is proved.

Proposition 1O.

Suppose that TA, TB are two tangents to a circle, while TG
cuts it. Let BD be the chord through B parallel to TG, and let
AD meet TG in E. Then, if EH be drawn perpendicular to BD,
it will bisect it in H.

Let AB meet TG in F, and join BE.

Now the angle TAB is equal to the angle in the alternate
segment, i.e.

= Z AET, by parallels.

Hence the triangles EAT, AFT have one angle equal and
another (at T) common. They are therefore similar, and

FT:AT = AT:ET.
Therefore

ET.TF = TA"

= TB\

It follows that the triangles EBT, BFT are similar.

Therefore Z TEB = Z TBF

= Z TAB.

But the angle TEB is equal to the angle EBD, and the
angle TAB was proved equal to the angle EDB.
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Therefore /. EDB = z EBD.

And the angles at H are right angles.

It follows that = HD*.

Proposition 11 .

If two chords AB, CD in a circle intersect at right angles in
a point 0, not being the centre, then

A03 + BO' + CO" + DO2 = (diameterf.

Draw the diameter GE, and join AC, CB, AD, BE.

Then the angle CAO is equal
to the angle CEB in the same seg-
ment, and the angles AOC, EBC
are right; therefore the triangles
AOC, EBC are similar, and

It follows that the subtended
arcs, and therefore the chords AD,
BE, are equal.

* The figure of this proposition curiously recalls the figure of a problem
given by Pappus (pp. 836-8) among his lemmas to the first Book of the treatise
of Apollonius On Contacts (irepl iwatpSv). The problem iB, Given a circle and
two points E, F (neither of which is necessarily, as in this case, the middle
point of the chord of the circle drawn through E, F), to draw through E, F
respectively two chords AD, AB having a common extremity A and such that DB
is parallel to EF. The analysis is as follows. Suppose the problem solved, BD
being parallel to FE. Let BT, the tangent at B, meet EF produced in T. (T
is not in general the pole of AB, so that TA is not generally the tangent at A.)

Then L TBF� L BDA, in the alternate segment,
= IAET, by parallels.

Therefore A, E, B, T are conoyolic, and
EF.FT=AF.FB.

But, the circle ADB and the point F being given, the rectangle AF.FB it given.
Also EF is given.

Hence FT is known.
Thus, to make the construction, we have only to find the length of FT from

the data, produce EF to T so that FT has the ascertained length, draw the
tangent TB, and then draw BD parallel to EF. DE, BF will then meet in A on
the circle and will be the chords required.
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Thus
(A 0" + BO') + (BO2 + CO') = AD* + BC*

Proposition 12.

If AB be the diameter of a semicircle, and TP, TQ the
tangents to it from any point T, and if AQ, BP be joined
meeting in R, then TR is perpendicular to AB.

Let TR produced meet AB in M, and join PA, QB.

Since the angle APB is right,

ZPAB+Z PBA = (a right angle)

..---,' o

T . -

Add to each side the angle RBQ, and

Z PAB + /. OB A = (exterior) Z PRQ.

But Z TPR = /LPAB, and Z TQR = z QBA,

in the alternate segments;

therefore Z TPR + Z TQR = Z PRQ.

It follows from this that TP = TQ = TR.

[For, if PT be produced to 0 so that TO = TQ, we have

/.TOQ^/LTQO.
And, by hypothesis, Z PRQ = Z TPR + TQR.

By addition, Z POQ + Z PJBQ = z TPR + OQi*.
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It follows that, in the quadrilateral OPRQ, the opposite
angles are together equal to two right angles. Therefore a
circle will go round OPQR, and T is its centre, because
TP = TO = TQ. Therefore TR = TP.]

Thus zTRP = zTPR = zPAM.

Adding to each the angle PRM,

Z PAM+z PRM= Z TRP + Z PRM

= (two right angles).

Therefore Z APR + Z AMR = (two right angles),

whence Z AMR = (a right angle)*.

Proposition 13.

If a diameter AB of a circle meet any chord CD, not a
diameter, in E, and if AM, BN be drawn perpendicular to GD,
then

Let 0 be the centre of the
circle, and OH perpendicular to
CD. Join BM, and produce HO to
meet BM in K.

Then CH=HB.
And, by parallels,

since BO = OA,

BK = KM.

Therefore NH = HM.

Accordingly GN=BM.

* TM is of course the polar of the intersection of PQ, AB, as it is the line
joining the poles of PQ, AB respectively.

t This proposition is of course true whether M, N lie on CD or on CD
produced each way. Pappus proves it for the latter case in his first lemma
(p. 788) to the second Book of Apollonius' veiaeis.
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Proposition 14.

Let AGB be a semicircle on AB as diameter, and let AD,
BE be equal lengths measured along AB from A, B respectively.
On AB, BE as diameters describe semicircles on the side towards
G, and on BE as diameter a semicircle on the opposite side. Let
the perpendicular to AB through 0, the centre of the first semi-
circle, meet the opposite semicircles in C, F respectively.

Then shall the area of the figure bounded by the circumferences
of all the semicircles ("which Archimedes calls 'Salinon'"*) be
equal to the area of the circle on GF as diameter^.

By Eucl. II. 10, since EB is bisected at 0 and produced
to A,

EA" + AB* = 2 (EO* + 0A%
and CF=0A + 0E = EA.

* For the explanation of this name see note attached to the remarks on the
Liber Assumptorum in the Introduction, Chapter II. On the grounds there
given at length I believe aaKivov to be simply a Graecised form of the Latin
word salinum, 'salt-cellar.'

+ Cantor (Oesch. d. Mathematik, i. p. 285) compares this proposition
with Hippocrates' attempt to square the circle by means of lunes, but
points out that the object of Archimedes may have been the converse of that
of Hippocrates. For, whereas Hippocrates wished to find the area of a circle
from that of other figures of the same sort, Archimedes' intention was possibly
to equate the area of figures bounded by different curves to that of a circle
regarded as already known.
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Therefore

AB° + DE* = 4 (EOF + OA*) = 2 (CF* + AD*).

But circles (and therefore semicircles) are to one another as
the squares on their radii (or diameters).

Therefore

(sum of semicircles on AB, DE)

= (circle on GF) + (sum of semicircles on AD, BE).
Therefore

(area of' salinon') � (area of circle on GF as diam.).

Proposition 15.

Let AB be the diameter of a circle, AG a side of an in-
scribed regular pentagon., D the middle point of the arc AG.
Join GD and produce it to meet BA produced in E; join AG,
DB meeting in F, and draw FM perpendicular to AB. Then

EM = {radius of circle)*.

Let 0 be the centre of the circle, and join DA, DM, DO,
GB.

Now Z ABC = § (right angle),

and z ABD = z DBC = £ (right angle),

whence Z A OD = f (right angle).

* Pappus gives (p. 418) a proposition almost identical with this among the
lemmas required for the comparison of the five regular polyhedra. His enunci-
ation is substantially as follows. If DH be half the side of a pentagon inscribed
in a oircle, while DH is perpendicular to the radius OKA, and if HM be made
equal to AH, then OA is divided at M in extreme and mean ratio, OM being the
greater segment.

In the course of the proof it is first shown that AB, DM, MO are all equal,
as in the proposition above.

Then, the triangles ODA, DAM being similar,

OA : AD = AD : AM,

or (since AD - OM) OA : OM=OM : MA.
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Further, the triangles FGB, FMB are equal in all respects.

Therefore, in the triangles DGB, DMB, the sides CB, MB
being equal and BD common, while the angles GBD, MBD are
equal,

Z BCD = Z BMD = § (right angle).

Z BCD + Z BAD = (two right angles)

= Z BAD + Z DAE

But

so that ZDAE=ZBGD,

and ZBAD = ZAMD.

Therefore AD = MD.

Now, in the triangle DMO,

Z MOD = § (right angle),

Z DM0 = | (right angle).

Therefore Z ODM = $ (right angle) = 4 OD;

whence 0 ilf = MD.

Again Z Z?2Li = (supplement of ADC)

= ZGBA

= § (right angle)

= ZODM.
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Therefore, in the triangles EDA, ODM,

Z EDA = ^ ODM,

�and the sides AD, MD are equal.

Hence the triangles are equal in all respects, and

EA = MO.

Therefore EM = AO.

Moreover DE � DO; and it follows that, since DE is equal
to the side of an inscribed hexagon, and DC is the side of an
inscribed decagon, EG is divided at D in extreme and mean
ratio [i.e. EG : ED = ED: DC]; "and this is proved in the
book of the Elements." [Eucl. xin. 9, "If the side of the
hexagon and the side of the decagon inscribed in the same
circle be put together, the whole straight line is divided in
extreme and mean ratio, and the greater segment is the
side of the hexagon."]



THE CATTLE-PKOBLEM.

IT is required to find the number of bulls and cows of each
of four colours, or to find 8 unknown quantities. The first
part of the problem connects the unknowns by seven simple
equations; and the second part adds two more conditions to
which the unknowns must be subject.

Let W, w be the numbers of white bulls and cows respectively,

X, x � � black �

Y, y � � yellow

Z, z � � dappled

First part.
(I) W=($ + i)X+Y (a),

' 08),

(ii) w = (4
« = (i+ *)(*+«) («X
* = (* + *)(y+y) (0,
y = (h + V(W+w) (i,).

Second part.
W+X = a square ..(0),

F+ Z = a triangular number (t).
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[There is an ambiguity in the language which expresses the
condition (6). Literally the lines mean " When the white bulls
joined in number with the black, they stood firm (#/Mre8oi>)
with depth and breadth of equal measurement (lao/ierpoi «'?
fiado<s «? evpos re); and the plains of Thrinakia, far-stretching
all ways, were filled with their multitude" (reading, with
Krumbiegel, 7r\rj6ovi instead of TTXWOOV). Considering that, if
the bulls were packed together so as to form a square figure,
the number of them need not be a square number, since a bull
is longer than it is broad, it is clear that one possible interpre-
tation would be to take the 'square' to be a square figure, and
to understand condition (0) to be simply

W+ X = & rectangle (i.e. a product of two factors).
The problem may therefore be stated in two forms:

(1) the simpler one in which, for the condition {&), there is
substituted the mere requirement that

W+X =� a product of two whole numbers;

(2) the complete problem in which all the conditions have to
be satisfied including the requirement (0) that

W+ X = a square number.

The simpler problem was solved by Jul. Fr. Wurm and may
be called

Wurm's Problem.

The solution of this is given (together with a discussion of
the complete problem) by Amthor in the Zeitschrift fur Math,
u. Physik (Hist. litt. Abtheilung), xxv. (1880), p. 156 sqq.

Multiply (a) by 336, (£) by 280, (7) by 126, and add; thus
297TF=7427, or 3$. 1 1 F = 2 .7 .537 (a7).

Then from (7) and (/3) we obtain
89LZ=1580F, or 34.11Z = 2 \ 5.797 (/3'),

and 99X= 1787, or 3M1X = 2 .897 (7').

Again, if we multiply (S) by 4800, (e) by 2800, (?) by 1260,
(7;) by 462, and add, we obtain

4657w = 2800X + 1260Z + 4627 +143 W;
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and, by means of the values in (a'), (/S'), (7'), we derive

297.4657w = 24021207,

or 3 s . 11. 4657M> = 23 .5.7 . 23.3737 (8').

Hence, by means of (17), (f), (e), we have

3M1.4657^ = 13.46489 7 (e'),

3s.4657* = 2 \ 5 . 7. 7617 (f),

and 32.11.4657« = 2 . l7 .1599l7 (V).

And, since all the unknowns must be whole numbers, we see
from the equations (a'), (£'),... {if) that 7 must be divisible by

y

34.11.4657, i.e. we may put

7 = 3M1.4657M = 4149387M.

Therefore the equations (a'), (/3'),...(r)') give the following values
for all the unknowns in terms of n, viz.

W = 2 . 3 . 7 . 53.4657w = 10366482/A
X = 2 . 3 \ 89. 4657w = 7460514M

7 = 3 M 1 . 4 6 5 7 W = 4149387M

£ = 2 \ 5 . 7 9 . 4 6 5 7 M = 7358060«

W = 2 3 . 3 . 5 . 7 . 2 3 . 3 7 3 M = 7206360�

«=2.3M7.15991n = 4893246M

y = 3 M 3 . 46489M = 5439213n

* = 22 .3.5.7.11.761w= 3515820w,

If now n= 1, the numbers are the smallest which will satisfy
the seven equations (a), (fi),...{r[); and we have next.to find
such an integral value for n that the equation (*) will be
satisfied also. [The modified equation (&) requiring that W+X
must be a product of two factors is then simultaneously
satisfied.]

Equation (1) requires that

where q is some positive integer.

H. A. 21
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Putting for Y, Z their values as above ascertained, we have

i ^ ~ ) = ( 3 M 1 + 2s; 5.79). 4657m

= 2471.4657m

= 7.353.4657m.

Now q is either even or odd, so that either q � 2s, or
q = 2s � 1, and the equation becomes

s (2s ±1) = 7.353.4657m.

As m need not be a prime number, we suppose n = u. v, where
M is the factor in n which divides s without a remainder and v
the factor which divides 2s + 1 without a remainder; we then
have the following sixteen alternative pairs of simultaneous
equations:

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

co
(8)

s=
s =
s =
s =
s = 7
s = 7.
s= 353.
s= 7.353.

M,

7M,

353M,

4657M,

. 353M,

4657M,

4657M,

4657M,

2s +
2s ±

2s ±
2s ±
2s ±
2s +

2s ±

2s ±

1 =
1 =

1 =

1 =

1 =

1 =

1 =
1 =

7.353.4657»,
353.4657*;,

7.4657t>,
7.353w,

4657t>,
353«,

lv,
V.

In order to find the least value of n which satisfies all the
conditions of the problem, we have to choose from the various
positive integral solutions of these pairs of equations that
particular one which gives the smallest value for the product
uv or n.

If we solve the various pairs and compare the results, we
find that it is the pair of equations

s = 7M, 2s - 1 = 353.4657«,

which leads to the solution we want; this solution is then

M = 117423, v = l,

so that n = uv = 117423 = 3 s . 4349,
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whence it follows that

s = 7*t = 821961,

and q = 2s - 1 = 1643921.

Thus 7+£=247l.4657»i

= 2471.4657.117423

=1351238949081

_1643921.1643922
2

which is a triangular number, as required.

The number in equation (0) which has to be the product of
two integers is now

W + X = 2 .3.(7.53 + 3.89). 4657«

= 2\3.11.29.4657ra

= 2 8 .3 .11. 29.4657.117423

= 2". 3 \ 11.29.4657.4349

= (2\34.4349).(11.29.4657)

=1409076.1485583,

which is a rectangular number with nearly equal factors.

The solution is then as follows (substituting for n its value
117423):

W = 1217263415886

X = 876035935422

7 = 487233469701

Z= 864005479380

w= 846192410280
<c= 574579625058

y= 638688708099
z= 412838131860

and the sum = 5916837175686
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The complete problem.

In this case the seven original equations (a), (/3),...(r)) have
to be satisfied, and the following further conditions must hold,

W+ X = a square number =p>, say,

Y + Z = a triangular number = ^-x�-, say.

Using the values found above (A), we have in the first place

/ = 2 . 3 . (7.53+ 3.89). 4657m

= 2s.3.11.29.4657rc,

and this equation will be satisfied if

n = 3.11.29.4657|2 = 4456749f2,

where f is any integer.

Thus the first 8 equations (a), (/3),...(i?), (6) are satisfied by
the following values:

W = 2.32. 7 .11.29.53.4657s. f" = 46200808287018. f *

X = 2. 3 M 1 . 29.89. 46572. £a = 33249638308986. ?a

Y= 3M12.29.46572. f2 = 18492776362863. f"

Z= 2*. 3 . 5 .11 . 29.79.46572. ff = 32793026546940. f1

w = 2s.32.5.7.11.23. 29. 373. 4657 . f* = 32116937723640. f

* = 2. 3s . 11.17 .29.15991.4657. f2 = 21807969217254. f2

y = 3". 11.13. 29.46489.4657. f2 = 24241207098537. f2

z = 2s. 3*. 5. 7.11*. 29.761.4657 . £2 = 15668127269180. f

It remains to determine £ so that equation (i) may be
satisfied, i.e. so that

Substituting the ascertained values of F, Z, we have

= 51285802909803. f

= 3. 7 .11. 29.353.4657*. f
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Multiply by 8, and put

2q + l = t, 2. 4657. £ = u,

and We have the " Pellian" equation

£�-1 = 2.3.7.11.29.353.�*,

that is, f- 4729494 u* = l.

Of the solutions of this equation the smallest has to be
chosen for which u is divisible by 2 .4657.

When this is done,

» and is a whole number;
7

whence, by substitution of the value of f so found in the last
system of equations, we should arrive at the solution of the
complete problem.

It would require too much space to enter on the solution of
the " Pellian " equation

f- 4729494 «2 = 1,

and the curious reader is referred to Amthor's paper itself.
SuflBce it to say that he develops V4729494 in the form of a
continued fraction as far as the period which occurs after 91
convergents, and, after an arduous piece of work, arrives at the
conclusion that

where <3>06541> represents the fact that there are 206541 more
digits to follow, and that, with the same notation,

the whole number of cattle = 7766 <206541).

One may well be excused for doubting whether Archimedes
solved the complete problem, having regard to the enormous
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size of the numbers and the great difficulties inherent in £he
work. By way of giving an idea of the space which would be
required for merely writing down the results when obtained,
Amthor remarks that the large seven-figured logarithmic tables
contain on one page 50 lines with 50 figures or so in each, say
altogether 2500 figures; therefore one of the eight unknown
quantities would, when found, occupy 82^ such pages, and to
write down all the eight numbers would require a volujne of
660 pages!]
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