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s7HEN AND WHY DO UNICORN HORNS SWEAT�

s7HAT HAPPENS 
�%�" � ������� ������ �� �

VIRGIN�S LAP�

s (OW LONG IS A UNICORN�S HORN�

s7HAT ANIMAL IS THE UNICORN�S GREATEST

ENEMY�

s7HAT HAPPENED WHEN 'ENGHIS +HAN MET

A UNICORN�

s!RE THERE UNICORNS IN #HINA�

n THEN NOT ONLY WILL YOU BE A MAN�MY

SON� BUT YOU WON�T NEED THIS BOOK OR OUR

SUGGESTED ESSENTIAL COMPANION VOLUME�

#HRIS ,AVERS�S ��� �
%&"
� ��#%�"( ��

�����"�#� ,AVERS CALLS 3HEPARD�S WORK

hTHE DElNITIVE TREATISEv ON THE UNICORN IN

%NGLISH� AND HE SHOULD KNOW�

������� �� �����
� � ��
����� �� ��������

n INDEED 0ROF 3HEPARD COULD

BE CALLED AN EARLY EXPONENT OF

THE PSYCHOSOCIAL HYPOTHESIS�

h7HETHER THERE IS OR IS NOT

AN ACTUAL UNICORN n AND THIS

IS ONE OF THE QUESTIONS UPON

WHICH ) SHALL MERELY QUOTE THE

OPINIONS OF OTHERS n HE CANNOT

POSSIBLY BE SO FASCINATING OR SO

IMPORTANT AS THE THINGS MEN

HAVE DREAMED AND THOUGHT AND

WRITTEN ABOUT HIM�! DREAM�

IF IT IS NO MORE THAN THAT� OF

SUCH GREAT AGE AND BEAUTY AS

THIS OF THE UNICORN� IS FAR MORE

WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION THAN THE QUESTION

WHETHER WE SHALL HAVE ONE SPECIES MORE OR

LESS IN THE %ARTH�S FAUNA� !ND THE DREAM�

AT ANY RATE� IS AN UNQUESTIONABLE FACT� A

PHENOMENON OF THE MIND� IT HAS GROWN

LIKE A TREE� STRIKING DEEP ROOTS IN THOUGHT

AND SPREADING HUGE BOUGHS AGAINST OUR

MENTAL SKY� 4HIS BOOK ABOUT THE UNICORN IS

A MINUTE CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF THE

ONLY SUBJECT THAT DEEPLY AND PERMANENTLY

CONCERNS US n HUMAN NATURE AND THE WAYS

OF HUMAN THOUGHT�v

)N BROAD OUTLINE� 3HEPARD�S IS AN

HISTORICAL APPROACH� SEEKING THE ORIGINS

OF THE UNICORN LEGEND� AND BRINGING IT

UP TO HIS PRESENT �����	�4HE HISTORY HE

UNCOVERS� HOWEVER� THROWS UP SO MANY

QUESTIONS�WHICH HE FEELS BOUND TO TRY TO

ANSWER� THAT THIS IS SOMETHING

OF A CROOKED HIGHWAY WITH

MANY AN IRRESISTIBLE BYWAY

TO EXPLORE� (E STARTS WITH

THE EARLIEST KNOWN LITERARY

REFERENCE TO THE UNICORN� IN THE

�	�� SURVIVING FRAGMENT OF THE

�����
 OF THE 'REEK PHYSICIAN

#TESIAS�WRITTEN SOMETIME

AFTER ��� "#� AFTER HE HAD

SPENT �� YEARS IN 0ERSIA�4HIS

SAYS� IN PART� h4HERE ARE IN

)NDIA CERTAIN WILD ASSES WHICH

ARE AS LARGE AS HORSES� AND

LARGER�4HEIR BODIES ARE WHITE�

THEIR HEADS DARK RED� AND THEIR EYES DARK

BLUE�4HEY HAVE A HORN ON THE FOREHEAD

WHICH IS ABOUT A FOOT AND A HALF ;��CM=

IN LENGTH�4HE DUST lLED FROM THIS HORN IS

ADMINISTERED IN A POTION AS A PROTECTION

AGAINST DEADLY DRUGS�4HE BASE OF THIS HORN�

FOR SOME TWO HANDS�
BREADTH ABOVE THE

BROW� IS PURE WHITE� THE UPPER PART IS SHARP

AND OF A VIVID CRIMSON� AND THE REMAINDER�

OR MIDDLE PORTION� IS BLACKx4HE ANIMAL IS

EXCEEDINGLY SWIFT AND POWERFUL� SO THAT NO

CREATURE� NEITHER THE HORSE NOR ANY OTHER�

CAN OVERTAKE ITv�

)T IS ALSO�WE LEARN FROM #LAUDIUS

!ELIANUS ��� !$���n� ���	� GENTLE TOWARD

ALL ANIMALS EXCEPT ITS OWN KIND� hAND NOT

ONLY DO THE MALES lGHT NATURALLY AMONG

THEMSELVES BUT ;OUTSIDE IN THE RUTTING

SEASON= THEY CONTEND EVEN AGAINST THE

FEMALES AND PUSH THE CONTEST TO THE DEATH�

4HE ANIMAL HAS GREAT STRENGTH OF BODY� AND

IT IS ARMED BESIDES WITH AN UNCONQUERABLE

HORN� )T SEEKS OUT THE MOST DESERTED PLACES

AND WANDERS THERE ALONEv� !ELIANUS SEEMS

TO BE THE lRST TO MENTION THE UNICORN�S

RINGED OR SPIRAL HORN� WHOSE LENGTH HAS

GROWN BY HIS ACCOUNT TO A CUBIT AND A HALF

;ABOUT �FT �IN���CM=�4HIS AUGMENTATION

CONTINUED DOWN THE CENTURIES� UNTIL

MEDI[VAL WRITERS HAD IT UP TO ��FT ;�M=

OR MORE� AND THEN HAD TO MAKE THE THING

FRACTIONALLYMORE PLAUSIBLE BY SAYING THAT

THE HORN mOPPED DOWN �hLIKE A TURKEY


COCK�S COMBv ACCORDING TO 2ABELAIS	

EXCEPT WHEN THE UNICORN WAS AROUSED FOR

�������� �������

$URING THE SECOND CENTURY "#� THE


��%&
���%� 0TOLEMY ))�S COMMISSIONED

TRANSLATION OF THE lRST lVE BOOKS OF THE

(EBREW "IBLE INTO 'REEK�WAS BECOMING

BETTER KNOWN� AND THEREIN WE lND

MENTIONS OF AN ANIMAL CALLED ƫƮƬyƩƤƯƷư ²

¶����HORNED� n LATER TRANSLATED '�
 ,ATIN AS

@UNICORN��4HIS IS A MIGHTY BEAST� ADDUCED

BY 'OD TO SHOW POOR SUFFERING *OB HOW

POWERLESS HE IS� .OT QUITE THE DAINTILY

FEROCIOUS CREATURE OF LATER LEGEND�4ROUBLE

WAS� THE LEARNED SCRIBES OF !LEXANDRIA

���� ������ � �� ��� �������� �
�� �

WHAT THE ORIGINAL (EBREW WORD �@RE�EM�	

MEANT� AND MADE AN INTELLIGENT GUESS

����������"�#�WHICH LATER WAS TAKEN TO

��
���� � ���������� � ������� ��� �����

IS LARGE AND NOTORIOUSLY GRUMPY� AND �LIKE

THE UNICORN	 ITS HORN WAS REPUTED TO HAVE
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h!AH n EVERYONE LOVES A UNICORN�v TENDERLY SIGHED THE ILLUSTRIOUS EDITOR� ON LEARNING

THAT THIS ENIGMATIC AND AMBIGUOUS ANIMAL WAS TO BE THE NEXT SUBJECT IN THIS SERIES� )N

CONTRAST� THE DIMINUTIVE� BEARDED AND ANCIENT ARCH
SCEPTIC AND PROFESSIONAL NUISANCE

*AMES 2ANDI SEEMS TO HAVE CONTRACTED A CHRONIC ALLERGY TO UNICORNS� HE MENTIONS THEM

IN THE SUBTITLE TO HIS ���� BOOK �������
�� 	#(����#� �
	� �����"�# 
�� �%��" ���&#���#�

THOUGH THEY APPEAR NOWHERE ELSE IN THAT QUESTIONABLE SCREED� "Y THE WAY� TO READ A DROLL

DISASSEMBLY OF SOME OF THE QUAINT ASSERTIONS THEREIN� LOOK UP HTTP���MICHAELPRESCOTT�

FREESERVERS�COM�mIM
mAM
mUMMERY
A
SKEPTI�HTML� 2ANDI HAS ALSO SAID THAT HOMEOPATHY

IS hA UNICORNv �I�E� @IMPOSSIBLE�	 AND IS REPORTEDLY FOND OF ASKING PEOPLE WHAT THEY WOULD

DO IF HE CLAIMED HE KEPT A UNICORN IN HIS GARDEN n WHICH� SOMEONE SAID� MERELY INVITES

THE NATURAL RESPONSE h*UMP OVER THE WALL AND TAKE A LOOK AT IT�v7E HAVE PREVIOUSLY

HINTED AT OUR FONDNESS FOR UNICORNS AND REMARKED THAT THEY ARE� IN OUR VIEW� IN A

CERTAIN SENSE� INDEED REAL�7E�LL GET BACK TO THAT POINT� -EANWHILE� OUR RECOMMENDED

INDISPENSABLE VOLUME FOR THIS ISSUE� THE LATE 0ROFESSOR /DELL 3HEPARD�S ��� ��"� ��

%�� �����"�� IS AN ADMIRABLE INSTANCE OF A GENEROUS� IMAGINATIVE�WITTY AND DEEPLY

RESEARCHED APPROACH TO THE SPECIES�WHICH MIGHT SERVE AS A MODEL FOR ANY INQUIRY INTO

ANY @MYTHICAL� CREATURE OR PERSON OR EVENT� UNLIKE THE BOOK BY THE INEFFABLE -R 2ANDI�

WHO IS INVITED TO TAKE HIS DESIGNATED SEAT FOR THE OCCASION�7E HOPE THAT NOW AND THEN

HE MAY BE EMBARRASSED ENOUGH TO TREAT US TO A NICE TWIRL OR TWO�
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HEALING PROPERTIES� "RILLIANT LINGUISTIC

DETECTIVE WORK IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ��TH

CENTURY BY 3IR (ENRY 2AWLINSON lNALLY

NAILED THE "�!�� DOWN� )T WAS THE GIANT�

ALBEIT TWO
HORNED� AUROCH� *OB MIGHT WELL

HAVE QUAILED� "UT BY THEN A MUTATION OF

THE BIBLICAL UNICORN n THE ONE WE KNOW AS

A KIND OF ONE
HORNED PONY n HAD LONG SINCE

EMBEDDED ITSELF IN #HRISTIAN TRADITION�

3HEPARD SAYS WRYLY OF THE EARLY #HURCH�

h4HE WORLD OF NATURE� SELDOM VALUED FOR

ITS OWN SAKE BY THE TYPICAL #HRISTIAN�

WAS MORE AND MORE REGARDED AS A MERE

STOREHOUSE OF EDIFYING METAPHORS�7HAT

WE SHOULD CALL FACTS WERE FELT TO BE OF

LITTLE WORTH IN COMPARISON WITH THE

MORAL TRUTHS THAT ALLEGED FACTS COULD BE

SUPPOSED TO SIGNIFY AND IT WAS CONSIDERED

THAT 'OD HAD CREATED THE LOWER ANIMALS�

PARTICULARLY THOSE THAT SEEMED TO HAVE NO

OTHER USE� SOLELY FOR THE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL

INSTRUCTION OF MANKIND�v4HUS AROSE THE

MEDI[VAL BESTIARIES�WHOSE

�������� ��� ��� 	�(#�����&#�

COMPILED SOMEWHERE BETWEEN

THE SECOND AND FOURTH

CENTURIES !$� AND TRANSLATED

INTO ,ATIN IN ABOUT ����

WHEREAFTER IT WENT VIRAL� AS WE

MIGHT SAY� ACROSS %UROPE AND

WELL BEYOND�

!MONG THE LESSONS

	�(#�����&# ������� �����

SUCH RECOGNISABLE ANIMALS

AS THE LION� PELICAN� FOX AND

HEDGEHOG� THERE ARE OTHERS

�� ����
��� ��������� ���� ��

THE PH\NIX� THE ANT
LION ���% ��� ������ ��

KNOW TODAY	� SIRENS �THE SAME MURDEROUS

TEMPTRESSES FEATURED IN THE ��(##�(	

AND� OF COURSE� THE UNICORN� 3HEPARD

SUMMARISES� h(E IS A SMALL ANIMAL� LIKE

A KID� BUT SURPRISINGLY lERCE FOR HIS SIZE�

WITH ONE VERY SHARP HORN ON HIS HEAD� AND

NO HUNTER IS ABLE TO CATCH HIM BY FORCE�9ET

THERE IS A TRICK BY WHICH HE IS TAKEN� -EN

LEAD A VIRGIN TO THE PLACE WHERE HE MOST

RESORTS AND LEAVE HER THERE ALONE� !S SOON

AS HE SEES THIS VIRGIN HE RUNS AND LAYS HIS

HEAD IN HER LAP� 3HE FONDLES HIM AND HE

FALLS ASLEEP�4HE HUNTERS THEN APPROACH

AND CAPTURE HIM AND LEAD HIM TO THE

PALACE OF THE KING�v

3HEPARD SPENDS MANY HAPPY PAGES

TAKING THE BONES OUT OF THIS

ACCOUNT� AND IS SUITABLY SNIFFY

ABOUT THE hDETESTABLE ROLEv OF

THE VIRGIN IN THIS� PARTICULARLY

WHEN THE MEDI[VAL #HURCH HAD

DECIDED THAT THE VIRGIN STOOD FOR

�WHO ELSE�	 THE6IRGIN -ARY AND

THE UNICORN FOR *ESUS�9ET ODDER�

IN THIS REGARD� ARE VERSIONS OF

��� ��
� �� ����� ��� �������

IS ATTRACTED BY THE FRAGRANCE

THAT IS� APPARENTLY� PECULIAR

TO VIRGINS�4HE MAIDEN THEN

�IF SHE IS NOT ALREADY NAKED	

EXPOSES HER BREASTS FOR THE

UNICORN TO STIMULATE WITH HIS LIPS�WHILE

SHE HERSELF FONDLES HIM ELSEWHERE� -ADE

DOCILE BY THESE INTIMACIES� THE ANIMAL IS

THEN SLAUGHTERED BY LURKING HUNTERS� I�E�

SACRIlCED OR MARTYRED� SOMEWHAT LIKE

THE .AZARENE� !S 3HEPARD REMARKS� hTHE

#HRISTIAN INTERPRETATION PUT UPON ;THE

VIRGIN
CAPTURE STORY=��� SEEMS TO WRENCH IT

OUT OF ITS NATURAL COURSE OF DEVELOPMENTv�

ADDING DEADPAN� h/NE FEELS THAT SOME OF

THE SUPERNAL CHARM OF CHASTITYMIGHT BE

DISPENSED WITH IF WE COULD HAVE A LITTLE

MORE OF THE SENSE OF FAIR PLAY IN ITS PLACE�v

)N OTHER WORDS� THE #HRISTIANS MADE A BIT

OF A HASH OF TRYING TO BEND THE TALE TO THEIR

OWN PURPOSES� AND THE ROOTS OF THE STORY

ARE MOST LIKELY FAR OLDER�WILDER� AND MORE

COMPLEX THAN #HRISTIANITY�7HICH SETS

3HEPARD OFF ON A WHOLE NEW HUNT�

4HIS TAKES US INTO !FRICA AGAIN AND�WITH

A SMILING NOD TO !TLANTIS� TO THE !MERICAS

n WHERE� UNIQUELY� THERE SEEMS TO BE NO

NATIVE TRADITION OF THE UNICORN n THEN

ON TO THE -IDDLE AND &AR %AST �IN #HINA

HE lNDS A UNICORN TRADITION REMARKABLY

PARALLEL TO OURS	� TO THE !RCTIC� AND BACK

TO %UROPE�7E LEARN THE SOURCE OF THE

UNICORN HORNS SOLD POWDERED AS POPULAR

CURES BY APOTHECARIES� AND INTACT AT VAST

EXPENSE TO KINGS AND PRINCES BY WILY

MERCHANTS� (E EXPLORES THE ORIGIN OF THE

ALEXIPHARMACY n AS #HRIS ,AVERS INSISTS

ON CALLING ITS ANTIDOTAL AND PROPHYLACTIC

PROPERTIES n OF THE UNICORN�S HORN� ITS

MOST NOTABLE QUALITIES WERE THE ABILITY

TO NEUTRALISE POISONS� OR DETECT THEM BY

SWEATING n USEFUL FOR 2ENAISSANCE NOBLES�

(E lNDS EIGHT INSPIRATIONS AMONG KNOWN

ANIMALS FOR THE UNICORN� EIGHT TRIBUTARIES

TO THE GREAT RIVER OF LEGEND THAT ENTRANCED

%UROPE UNTIL AS LATE AS THE ��TH CENTURY�

4HE UNICORN IS REAL IN THE SAME WAY AS

:EUS OR !THENA OR $AMBALLA ARE� 0EOPLE

BELIEVED IN THE UNICORN� AND ACTED ON

THEIR BELIEFS n AND WHY SHOULD THEY NOT�

!S 3HEPARD PUTS IT� h(ERE IS A CREATURE

FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLYMADE��� AND

ONE SO CREDIBLE� OR RATHER SO PROBABLE�

IN APPEARANCE AS TO MAKE THE HARDIEST

DOUBTER FEEL THAT IF THERE IS NO SUCH

ANIMAL THEN AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY WAS

OVERLOOKED IN THE PROCESS OF CREATION� (E

SEEMS TO lLL A GAP IN NATURE�v

7E HAVE JUST ROOM TO NOTE THAT #HRIS

,AVERS�S WORK IS BY NO MEANS A REHASH OF

3HEPARD�S� IT IS A FASCINATING COMPLEMENT

TO IT� (E CRITICISES AND RElNES SOME OF

3HEPARD�S IDEAS� AND GOES INTO GREATER

DETAIL ON MANY ASPECTS OF THE LEGEND� ADDS

ANOTHER ANIMAL TO THE UNICORN�S LIKELY

ANCESTRY� AND IS RIVETING ON LATTER
DAY HUNTS

FOR A LIVING UNICORN� (E IS PARTICULARLY

GOOD ON THE SPECTACULAR TENACITY OF 3IR

(ARRY *OHNSTON� PAINTER� DIPLOMAT� EMPIRE


EXPANDER AND DEVOTEE OF THE UNICORN� FOR

WHOM THE WORD @INTREPID� MIGHT HAVE BEEN

COINED�4RULY THERE WERE MEN IN THOSE DAYS�

"UT FOR WHAT HAPPENED TO 'HENGIS +HAN�

YOU HAVE TO READ 3HEPARD�

/DELL 3HEPARD� ��� ��"� �� %�� �����"��

(OUGHTON -IFmIN �"OSTON	� 'EORGE !LLEN �

5NWIN �,ONDON	� ����� REPRINTED BY!VENEL

"OOKS �.EW9ORK	� ����� !LSO AVAILABLE AS A

FREE DOWNLOAD �0$&	 FROM WWW�GLOBALGREY�

CO�UK� BUT CHEAPSKATES BEWARE� THE TEXT

NEITHER REPRODUCES NOR TRANSLITERATES

'REEK TERMS AND QUOTATIONS� AND OMITS

3HEPARD�S COPIOUS NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS�
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