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Introduction

AS THE TITLE SUGGESTS, the present book has been prepared as a companion
volume to Remembering the Kanji: A Complete Course on How Not to Forget
the Meaning and Writing of Japanese Characters. It presumes that the material
covered in the first book has already been mastered and concentrates exclu-
sively on the pronunciation of the Japanese characters. Those who approached
the study of the kanji in a different manner may find what is in these pages of
some use, but it has not been designed with them in mind.

As I explained in the INTRODUCTION to the former volume, if it is the stu-
dent’s goal to acquire proficiency in using the Japanese writing system, the
entire set of “general-use characters” (% H# ) need to be learned. To insist on
studying them in the order of importance or frequency generally followed in
Japanese schools is pointless if some other order is more effective as a means to
that final goal. A moment’s reflection on the matter is enough to dispose of the
common bias that the methods employed by those who come to Japanese as a
foreign language should mirror the methods used by the Japanese themselves
to learn how to read and write. Accumulated experience and education—and
in most cases an energetic impatience with one’s own ignorance—distinguish
the older student too radically from Japanese school children to permit basic
study habits to be taken over with only cosmetic changes. A clearer focus on
the destination should help the older student chart a course more suited to
his or her time, resources, and learning abilities—and not just run harder and
faster around the same track.

Perhaps the single greatest obstacle to taking full advantage of one’s privi-
leged position as an adult foreigner is a healthy fear of imposing alien systems
on Japanese language structures. But to impose a system on ways of learning a
language does not necessarily mean to impose a system on the language itself.
To miss this distinction is to risk condemning oneself to the worst sorts of
inefliciency for the worst sorts of reasons.

Obviously the simplest way to learn Japanese is as the Japanese themselves
do: by constant repetition, without interference, in a closed cultural environ-
ment. Applied to the kanji, this involves drilling and drilling and drilling until
the forms and sounds become habitual. The simplest way, alas, is also the most
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2 | INTRODUCTION

time-consuming and frustrating. By adding a bit of organized complexity to
one’s study investments, the same level of proficiency can be gained in a frac-
tion of the time. This was demonstrated in the first volume as far as the mean-
ing and writing of the characters are concerned. By isolating these skills and
abstracting from any relationship they have to the rest of the language, a firm
foundation was laid for the next step, the assignation of sounds or “readings”
to the individual characters. That is the subject of this book.

The earlier volume was described as a “complete course”; the present vol-
ume is offered as a “guide.” The differences between the two books are as
important as the similarities. While both books are intended to be self-taught
and allow individual readers to progress at their own pace, the former traced
out a path step by step, in a clearly defined order. Here, however, the mate-
rial is presented in such a way that it may be followed frame by frame or may
be rearranged freely to suit the particular student’s needs. The reason is that
the readings of the kanji do not allow for any more than a discontinuous sys-
tematization: blocks of repeating patterns and clusters of unpatterned material
organized under a variety of rubrics. In fact, the only thing ironclad about the
method is the assumption that the student already knows what the characters
mean and how they are written. Without that knowledge, the systematization
becomes all but opaque. In any event, it is important to gain some understand-
ing of how the book as a whole is laid out before deciding how best to make use
of it.

The book falls into two parts of wildly disproportionate length. The first
ten chapters cover the Chinese or on readings (##i#); the last chapter, the
Japanese or kun readings (F7t#). This should not give the impression that the
on readings themselves are so much more difficult than the kun readings, but
only that their systematization requires much more attention. What is more,
the method followed in CHAPTER 11 is closer to that followed in voL. 1 and can
thus be treated in relatively short shrift.

One of the chief reasons for frustration with the Chinese readings is not
that there are so many kanji to read, but that there are so few readings to go
around, creating a massive confusion of homonyms to the uninitiated. No
sooner does one attempt to establish a set of rules to rein in this phenomenon
than exceptions begin to nibble away at one’s principles like termites until the
entire construction begins to look like a colossal waste of effort.

True enough, there are exceptions. A lot of them. But there is also a great
deal of consistency which can be sifted out and structured for the learning.
The principal aim of the first ten chapters is to isolate these patterns of con-
sistency and use them to the fullest, holding brute memory at bay as long as
possible. To this end I have introduced what are called “signal primitives.” By
this I mean primitive elements within the written form which signal a particular
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Chinese reading. Since most of these primitive forms were already assigned a
meaning in the first book, the strategy should come as a welcome relief and
carry you well over one-third of your way through the on readings. Whatever
readings fall outside the compass of this method are introduced through a
variety of devices of uneven difficulty, each assigned its own chapter.

CHAPTER 1 presents 56 kanji which form the parent-kanji for the forms of
the hiragana and katakana syllabaries and whose readings are directly related
to the modern kana sounds. 49 of them are Chinese readings, 7 are Japanese.

CHAPTER 2 covers a large group of characters belonging to “pure groups”
in which the presence of a given signal primitive entails a uniform sound.

CHAPTER 3 presents the small group of kanji whose readings are not homo-
nyms and may therefore be learned in conjunction with a particular character.
CHAPTER 4, conversely, lists characters with no on reading.

CHAPTER 5 returns to the signal primitives, this time gathering together
those groups in which a signal primitive entails a uniform sound—but with a
single exception to the pattern. These are called “semi-pure” groups.

CHAPTER 6 brings together readings drawn from everyday words, all or
nearly all of which should have been learned during the course of a general
introduction to Japanese conversation. Allowing for occasional slight shifts of
meaning from those assigned the kanji in the first volume, the only work that
remains to be done is to see how Japanese puts the pieces together to create
new meanings.

CHAPTER 7 returns one final time to the use of signal primitives, picking
up what characters can still make use of the device and subdividing them into
three classes of “mixed-groups” where a given primitive element can signal
two or more different sounds.

CHAPTERS 8 and 9 follow the pattern of CHAPTER 6, except that the com-
pounds will be less familiar and require learning some new vocabulary. The
only thing these kanji have in common is that they do not belong to any natu-
ral phonetic group. The most useful compounds are presented in CHAPTER 8.
The generally less useful compounds of CHAPTER 9 are all introduced with
explanatory comments.

CHAPTER 10 is a wastepaper basket into which I have thrown the remain-
ing readings: uncommon, rare, or generally restricted to proper names.

All the kanji from CHAPTERS 1 through 10 are arranged in a frame of uni-
form design (see FIGURE 1 on the following page). Taken together, they cover
the entire range of on readings established as standard by Japan’s Ministry of
Education. Five indexes have been added to facilitate reference and review.

INDEX I lists all the signal primitives, arranged according to number of
strokes, and the frame in which they first appear.
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B signal Chinese internal cross-reference to
Kanji primitive reading cross-reference FRAME in VOL. 1
N N ¥ ¥ |4

/ﬁE 4s W+ 2039 1142

691 {E3C ELRA (written) composition

4 A\ AN AN
FRAME exemplary pronunciation meaning of
number compound of compound compound

FIGURE 1

INDEX 1T presents a listing of all the kanji treated in this and the former
volume, arranged according to the number of strokes.

INDEX 111 lists, in syllabic order, all the on readings, their respective kanji,
and the number of their respective frames.

INDEX 1v lists all the kun readings and their respective kanji. Together
these two indexes constitute a complete dictionary of readings
for the general-use kanji.

INDEX v follows the frame sequence of the first book, giving the kun
readings and the frame(s) in which the on reading is introduced
in this book.

The frames have been arranged to facilitate reviewing: if you block out
everything to the right of the compound used as an example, the student is able
to run a simple self-test from time to time. For more thoroughgoing review,
the flash cards that were prepared according to the design given in CHAPTER 5
of the first volume can be completed, with the aid of the INDEXES. A complete
explanation is provided in CHAPTER 11.

Although the principles that govern the structure of this book will become
clearer as the student grows more familiar with the content, there are a few
points that seem worthy of mention at the outset. They represent both the
courtesies I paid my own memory in learning to read Japanese and the pitfalls
I watched fellow students fall into following other methods. As time goes on,
you may or may not choose to follow them, but at least you should know what
they are.

First, relating one compound to another by means of similarities of sound
is to be avoided at any cost. It merely clutters the mind with useless informa-
tion. The fact that the two syllables sensei can mean teacher (J:4:) or astrology
(5 4) or despotism (¥1i]) or oath (5%), depending on the kanji assigned to
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them, may come as such a surprise that you are tempted to make some use of
the coincidence. Resist the temptation.

Second, it is best not to try to learn on and kun readings at the same time
for the same character. The idea of “conquering” a character in its entirety will
be supported by nearly every textbook on the kanji that you pick up, but is
nearly as mistaken as trying to learn to write and read the kanji at the same
time. Once you have learned the general-use characters, you will have a much
better base from which to learn the meaning, writing, and readings of new
characters en bloc as you meet them. Until then, cling to the Caesarean prin-
ciple of “divide and conquer.”

Third, with few exceptions, it seems preferable to learn the several possible
Chinese readings of a given character as they come up, in isolation from one
another. When second or third readings appear, reference to earlier frames
will inform you of the fact. You will no doubt notice that the quickest way to
complete the information on your flash cards is to rush to INDEx v and start
filling them in. If you do, you might end up with a tidy set of cards that are no
longer of any use for review, or else find yourself reviewing what you haven’t
yet studied. In either case, you would be sidestepping the entire method on
which this book is based. Be sure to read the instructions on pages 297-99
before doing anything with your cards.

Fourth, certain Japanese sounds undergo phonetic alterations when set
alongside other sounds. For example, =7, —-7, =7 are read ippon, nihon,
sambon, the syllable hon being like a chameleon that changes to suit its envi-
ronment. Some of these alterations are regional, some standard. In any case,
they are best learned by trial-and-error rather than by a set of rules that are
more complex than they are worth.

Fifth, a word about Chinese compounds (#zf, Cw < Z). With a grain of
salt, one might compare the blend of Japanese (kun) and Chinese (on) words
to the blend of Anglo-Saxon and Latin-Greek words in English. Generally, our
words of Anglo-Saxon root are richer in meaning, vaguer, and more evoca-
tive than those of Latin-Greek root, which tend to precision and clarity. For
instance, the word “glass” can suggest a whole range of possible images and
meanings, but as soon as we substitute its Latin equivalent, “vitrine,” we have
narrowed it down to a more concrete meaning. The presence of Chinese words
(generally a compound of two or more on readings) in Japanese performs a
similar narrowing, specifying function, while the native Japanese words rever-
berate wider and deeper meanings.

In much the same way that we combine Anglo-Saxon words with Latin and
Greek words (for example, in the term “fiberglass”), Japanese will occasion-
ally mix on and kun readings in the same compound. As a rule, I have avoided
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these in the exemplary compounds. The order of preference in choosing exam-
ples was roughly as follows:

1. a compound that includes a reading appearing in a previous frame;

2. a compound in ordinary use;

3.a compound that uses a reading to appear soon after the frame in
question;

4. the most common or instructive compound;

5.aname of a person or place;

6. rare or archaic compounds.

The student is encouraged to substitute familiar compounds at any time for
the examples I have chosen.

Sixth, the use of signal primitives demands the same rigor applied to prim-
itive elements in voL. 1. Where a single jot or tittle of difference is present, the
element is excluded. Additional attention will have to be paid to the position of
the primitive, which was not important in the earlier book.

Seventh, I would register a plea against trying to begin with the two vol-
umes of Remembering the Kanji at the same time. I wash my hands (or as
Japanese would have it, my feet) of all responsibility for the results. That hav-
ing been said, there is no reason that these pages cannot be used in conjunc-
tion with a set of graded readers. I would only advise that you begin this after
having worked your way through CHAPTERs 2 and 5. The benefit of such an
approach is that it enables you to take full advantage of the grammatical and
vocabulary drills that such readers provide.

At the same time, the commonly heard advice about learning characters
“in context” is one that is not as sensible as it sounds. Even if I learn the Eng-
lish word “troglodytic” in sentences such as “I can trace my ancestors back to
the troglodytic age” or “There’s a family of troglodytes in my tool shed,” the
word still needs to be learned in the first place. New Japanese vocabulary falls
on the foreign ear with much the same impact—totally unrelated to anything
we already know. The benefit of a context is that it enables one to drill a num-
ber of words and assimilate something of how they relate to one another gram-
matically and connotatively. Context defines the finer nuances that usage and
tradition have affixed to the kanji, but the compounds themselves still need to
be learned. For this reason, students who wish systematically to make their
way through this book frame by frame need not trouble themselves over the
absence of context provided they do not abandon all reading practice in the
process.

Eighth and finally, a vigorous warning against the use of romaji in learning
to read Japanese kanji. Get the idea out of your mind that the Roman alphabet
is a “crutch” to help you hobble along until you master the hiragana and kata-
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kana syllabaries. It is nothing of the kind. It is rather a slow and self-inflicted
amputation that will leave you crippled for the rest of your Japanese-reading
years. Not only does the Roman alphabet inflict quirks on your pronunciation,
it cultivates a systematic bias against the kana that gets harder and harder to
uproot. Be patient with the kana, and never write Roman letters beneath them.
The stricter you are in expelling all romaji from your study of Japanese words,
the quicker you will find that Roman letters become an obstacle to reading and
writing, which they are for the Japanese and should be for anyone learning the
language.

Shinano-Omachi, Japan
28 December 1978

Note to the 2nd Edition

THE MATERIAL IN these pages was composed during the third month after
my arrival in Japan. I had just completed a volume describing the method I
had used to learn the meaning and writing of the kanji, and I was anxious
to try my hand at systematizing the notorious haphazardry of the readings.
Once finished, the manuscript circulated for eight years in photocopy among a
number of students of Japanese around the world. Their suggestions and con-
tributions did a lot to round off the rough edges and save me from embarrass-
ing mistakes. Only in 1986, with the encouragement and cooperation of Naka-
mura Toshihide and Murakami Yanosuke of the Japan Publications Trading
Company, did the book appear in print. Since that time it has gone through
eleven printings and formed the basis for a set of flash cards published two
years later.

Aside from a longstanding wish to make minor adjustments here and there
in the examples and indexes, the immediate stimulus for a new edition has
come from the preparation of a Spanish edition as a companion volume to the
translation of voL. 1. The translation has also rekindled another longstanding
desire, echoed in numerous letters from readers over the years: to prepare a
reader to facilitate the use of this volume. The project has yet to materialize, but
at least I can say that it is more in mind now than it has ever been.

Nagoya, Japan
2 January 2004
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Chinese Readings






CHAPTER 1

The Kana and Their Kanji

THE TWO JAPANESE syllabaries known as the hiragana and the katakana (or
collectively, the kana) originated as stylized versions of Chinese characters
used to represent the sounds of Japanese without any reference to the original
meaning of those characters. In modern Japanese not all of the kana retain
the sound of their parent-kanji, but there are a number that do, whether as
kun-yomi or on-yomi. This means that if you can recognize these kanji, learn-
ing at least one of their readings is almost automatic.

Many of the calligraphic transformations will be immediately apparent;
others require some knowledge of calligraphy. In these cases, a calligraphic
drawing has been included for the sake of completeness.!

The letters H and K, set off in parentheses and inserted in the location of
the internal cross-reference numbers, indicate whether the kanji in the frame
is parent to hiragana or katakana or both.

To make a representative listing, it has been necessary to include a number
of rare exemplary compounds and compounds that mix on and kun readings.
These deviations have been indicated in each case. Despite these difficulties,
the frames presented in this brief initial chapter are worth studying carefully
before moving on to the simpler material in the next chapter.

As stated in the INTRODUCTION, on-yomi are listed in katakana and kun
yomi in hiragana, a common convention in Japanese dictionaries. In the case of
kun-yomi, the reading of the kanji is often accompanied by an inflection called
okuri-gana (%94 ), which modern Japanese writes with hiragana.

. = (x) 233 2

1 i (Vs second-generation (Japanese)

1. For a clearer idea of the connection between the kana and the kanji, see my Remember-
ing the Kana (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2006), where the original forms of both
the hiragana and the katakana are included.



12

REMEMBERING THE KAN]JI 2

— H (k) 1086 3
2 =2 HOT three-year-old child; triplets

ﬁ AR o (H/K) 951,2034, 2162 98
3 et oYIRA goddess

I 2 () (972) 40
4 Tk blLE Kuril Islands, north of Japan

s N S (1) 896 77
5 FEH S right and left; on both sides

AN RN 7 (H/K) 2037 1217

6 L SdA uneasiness

The katakana form comes from the first 2 strokes only.

ﬁ[‘ Bce t (H/K) 1583 28
7 5 HH world

% 5 (x) 108
8 %) 72L& more or less

%[] (o F (u) 188 1223
9 HA HLLA an acquaintance

5];‘” 1) (H/K) 236 906
10 FIH i) use

The kana forms come from the right side of the kanji.
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J/j\ wb A (1) 1028
11 Pk A% above; more than

%D 4~) 7 (H/K) 2236 897
12 SRl b peace

—‘;Z‘I_S A ~ (1/K) 1080 1845
13 = AR aroom

The kana forms come from the right side of the kanji.

EE[ D € (H/K) 1006, 1345, 2163 1105
14 H ok WH reason; origin

‘{ﬁ 7 (K) 496 764
15 P A 5TA metempsychosis

The katakana form comes from the last two strokes of the
kanji only. The reading (here a Buddhist one) is rare.

s i3 & (1/K) 997
16 (53 lZHA security; keeping the peace
The hiragana form is based on the entire kanji; the katakana
comes only from the last 4 strokes.
4 % v (1) 1601 1423
17 e %) absence (from home or work)
()E k4 A (H) 1424 803
18 GRS TAE radio waves; electric waves
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K

19

I (1) 150 120

AN 572 log

The example combines on and kun readings.

1k

20

& (H/K) 1554 370

=) LEs to stop; halt

The katakana comes from the first 2 strokes.

It A 12 (1/K) 346 447
21 iy [/ comparison

I—Eﬁ a‘ VA (1) 1144 377
22 iy Ol warrior

Z? Z Z (1) 1566 396
23 =E U=z white robe

E - (H/K) 1227 525
24 HiL rz oneself; the self

The kana forms come from the first 2 strokes of the parent
kanji.

il 7~ 7 (1/K) 788 867
25 I[N 22299 admission (as to a group)

The katakana is based on the left side of the kanji only.
:m »H 1 (5] (n) 1918
26 1175 T conduct; actions; deeds
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g el (1/x) 1246
558 £&95 ruling political party

The katakana comes from the bottom half of the kanji.

MR z (©) (117) 139
28 bAN= e Edo (old name for Tokyo)

Only the right half of the kanji is used for the kana.
A% %% ¥ (1/x) 300 1381
29 A EDH¥ geometry
%L‘L T 7 (H/K) 1656
30 G 599 cosmos; universe

The katakana comes from the first 3 strokes of the kanji.
ﬁﬁ 5 %[ (1) 1559 612
31 A HR wisdom

The hiragana in question is, of course, the old form.

= (H) 235,2056 988

32 EEM IZB%A Buddhist temple gate with fierce
Deva Kings
'ﬁﬂ‘ 1 (K) 1161
33 FHIH) Wzh Italy

Only the left side of the kanji is used to form the katakana.
The example compound is older usage. Modern Japanese
prefers to use katakana for the names of Western countries.
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Z g v (u/x) 1214
34 LTI LEIFw zigzag (like the kanji )

Z,E\ A (x) 1718
35 SR &)Y Japanese teapot

The katakana comes from the stylization of the right side.

]b /D D (1/K) (2209) 686
36 TR DEE ) Nogisaka (place-name)

The katakana comes from the first stroke of the kanji.
- A (/) 1094
37 =R L) Nara (place-name)

The katakana is based on the first 2 strokes only.

38

Y (1/K)

LR 3L Yasushi (man’s personal name)

This kanji only appeared in vor.1 as a primitive (page 181).

39

A H (1/x) 24
JEL i 55 Japanese bath

The katakana uses only the first 3 strokes of the kanji.

A

40

H B (H/K)
TS BIFA in; at

The katakana form is based on the left side of the kanji only.
The character featured here did not appear in voL. 1, but its
primitive elements should be easy to recognize.
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& (x)

32

41 7= H {7z Muta (surname)

The katakana form is based on the first 2 strokes of the kanji.
This character, rare in modern Japanese except for names,
was not introduced in voL. 1.

*/’j: rf 1 * (a/x)

42 PR & low-ranking Shinto priest

The katakana form is based on the left side of the kanji only.
It is rare and did not appear in vor. 1.

?K ;\ 7 (H/K) 1638, 2157 1016
43 AK <o) Kume (surname)

I [ (x) 17071951 1806
44 A e awell

The katakana based on this character has become obsolete.

2

% 3 3 (1) 1111, 1457 548
45 W [NAVRPAA Niimi (surname)

The hiragana form is based on the final 3 strokes of the kanji.
The readings of both characters in the exemplary compound
are rare, except for names.

E E) 7 (1/K) 892 1468

46 =R L) Nara (place-name)
ZZR a?; X (H/K) 191 702
47 I Rz Nuda (surname)

The katakana form is clearly drawn from the right side of
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the kanji only. The reading of the parent kanji is rare, except
in proper names.

i

% 4 (H/K) 1190 501
48 R BNER Nakasone (surname)

The reading shown here is used only in names. Note that the
reading combines kun and on readings.

Of the 48 kanji given above, a number were indicated as having rare readings
or readings chiefly used in proper names. Those that happen to be general-use
kanji will be assigned more common readings in later chapters, as you will
notice from the inclusion of an internal cross-reference number.

We now turn to kanji whose readings differ from the pronunciation of the
kana which they serve as parent kanji by virtue of an extra syllable which is
present in the kanji but not in the kana that comes from it. We begin with 3
characters whose readings lengthen the vowel of the kana syllable, making it a
diphthong.

=T ot A (n) 337
49 At BAGV/ES scheme; plan
E £ (1/x) 803 1913
50 EAi 9.5 blanket
*L ;}){ LA (1/K) 2114 1087
51 PN Lo discourtesy; impoliteness
The hiragana form is based on the whole kanji, the katakana
on the right side only.

As in the last 3 frames, the readings of the kanji in the following 5 frames add
a final syllable A, which is absent in their kana pronunciation.
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f‘ }—’) T (1/K) 314 190
52 Lol HALA peace of mind

<) Bl A (n) 45
53 RRER FTALED measurement

9{ < g (1/K) 428
54 KIE TAZK heaven; paradise

iﬁh I (x) 1189
55 ok EYVES a walk; stroll

The katakana comes from the first 3 strokes of the kanji.

i:"_r'b_i @_ v (n) 275 402
56 T BAL Onchi (place-name)

This reading is rare, even in place-names.

The list of characters treated above does not cover all the kana, nor does it
begin to include all the possible alternative kanji that have served the function
now restricted to the kana. Unless you plan to start penning waka and haiku
poems in the classical style, the 56 characters of this chapter should more than
suffice as a background to the relationship between the kanji and the kana.



CHAPTER 2

Pure Groups

THE EASIEST groups of character-readings to learn are those that share com-
mon on readings by virtue of the presence of a common primitive element,
called here a signal primitive because it “signals” a particular sound for each
character in which it appears. Let us begin with a concrete example.

pp Fary 39

57 H L)X China

Asyoulearned in voL. 1, the character in the above frame serves as a primitive
element in a number of other characters with the meaning of “in.”

Conveniently, the character itself also provides those characters with a
common on-yomi, namely 7 2.7.In other words, each time you see this primi-
tive element, you can be sure what the Chinese reading will be. Among all the
kanji treated in vOL. 1, there are three characters that fit this pattern. All you
need do to learn their Chinese reading is to recognize them as possessing the
signal primitive.

If all the primitive elements served as signal primitives, things would be
easier. It might even make sense to study the reading and writing of the kanji
together. Alas, this is not the case, so it is best to forget about primitive elements
throughout this book.

F 602

58 il HwHZ admonition; warning
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2[;] VA 138
59 LIPS H9)Th ascendancy; rising to the sky

/f lfl] T a7y 956
60 gy HeIH agency; mediation

There are other “pure groups”—and these are clearly the majority—in which
the signal primitive is not itself a kanji, or at least not one included in the list of
those we studied. In these cases, the signal primitive is set off immediately to
the right of the kanji treated in the frame. An example follows immediately.

Unless some other explanation is given, the use of proper names for exem-
plary compounds is meant to indicate that this reading is used exclusively or
chiefly for names in modern Japanese.

%ﬁ A gN 913 1839
61 i i TAE a shop; store

%% R 1840
62 w4 1ZLEEA (financial) subsidy

(ﬁ AN 1837
63 R 13X Hoki (surname)

I}ﬁ N 1836
64 B} PAATRLES arrest; capture

The size of particular “pure groups” varies. Some are as large as 8, others as
small as 2. Since the larger groups are, obviously, easier to learn, we begin with
those containing 4 or more kanji. Be careful to note the special conditions
that occasionally accompany the signal primitives.
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ﬁ Fav 1920
65 L Lxbi) company president

gﬁ Fav 1921
66 Fik Lwbe) emphasis; insistence

[I]E Fav 1922
67 SR OHbL) bankbook; passbook

Hﬁ Fav 1923
68 IR 139559 swelling; inflation

/TTJ‘ 7 1000
69 5 ENIY an allowance; grant

i 7 1002
70 BUfF RSN government

5 7 1001
71 (6s 59 cipher; mark; symbol

bt .
72 5pUs HEA vicinity

This character is still used today as an alternative to that in
FRAME 69, as the example illustrates.

k|
=

7

E)5

bean curd; tofu

1023
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74 FeHL &Y social duty; obligation

%E_"% ¥ 642
75 i TS meeting; conference

%% ¥ 984
76 Tl g etiquette; courtesy

qc%% ¥ 643
77 B Egw sacrifice

T A 1524 1534
78 HAE HWihA young man; youth

y '%—:‘ A 1525 1535
79 T HFWwLA mind; psyche

ﬁ% A 1526 1539
80 g4 WO clean; cleanliness
%3 XA 1528 1538
81 ISPN HWTA clear skies

% et 834,1529 1540
82 il L a standstill

g% YA 1527 1536
83 HF LA application; petition
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‘ﬁ% A 1530 1537
84 JEUTE S air; appearance

i) l 5
85 TN ZIZA 5 people

e -
86 AN ZLA we [rare]

y % T 622
87 R KT resolve; preparedness

=4 = 347
88 HAGE MET Japanese language

[J:_[ NI 542 37
89 HA 13KCA white people; Caucasians

i
90 —iH VoK a night’s stay

;‘LE[_ NG 282
91 )8 ol to be tense; be imminent

j?EI ING 2044 652
92 nTF 13<Lw applause
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')%E] NG 1869

93 LED T 3BV DA imported goods

ff
94 fErfip 3B to be equal to; be a match for

A, A 530
95 W 13519 kitchen knife; cleaver

ﬁ@ BNy 532
96 ki TolTH cannon

) Ay 533
97 Kig AR, bubbles; foam

fa Y 645
98 i I nursing; care

H’a BNy 531
99 Glich EINTH compatriots; countrymen

ﬁ@ 2 1480
100 fuf 1EHL & saturation

ZZ;—EL‘. E:3 vay 1530

101 g [D39) daughter; girl
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g’ g vaw 1528
102 EZ3 Lol concession; compromise

fﬁ raw 1529
103 T ELS the soil

ﬁ% vay 1527
104 [ 33 D33k a) brewing; distillation

nJ 7 93
105 g N possibility

’f ﬂ 71 1012
106 - ACIE VRV /A geometry

/TETP 7 1013
107 Hifir Lo shipping; consignment

108 Tk 2% school song

jﬁj v 146
109 taplll »EA rivers; rivers and streams

/f l: 71 1563 1008
110 e VRS chemistry

The signal primitive must stand alone, with nothing to its
right, in order to carry the sound.
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;{E 7] 1009
111 L MIEA flower bed; flower garden

12 7 1010
112 B o freight

il :
113 B SEARViE shoemaking

1T ary 1544 76
114 AT CAZ) man-made

The signal primitive in this group must assume a “promi-
nent position” in the character in order to carry the sound
with it. When it is tucked away in a corner of the character
as a minor element, as in the kanji 2%, it loses that function.

]jj aw 2193 863

115 BT BN success

g a7 330

116 Y FAT) field of specialization

7L v (28) 139
117 RIT HrHZ) long river

;"f;:[: avy 2200 1355
118 LA b (black) tea
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IH a7 82
119 IHH ZHH< item; clause

f': avy 2094 81
120 HHk CHNTFA service; contribution

15 av 1241
121 Hry =) technique; skill

H) v 1863
122 ik Larwvlg chairperson; emcee

’l—]-‘p v 1865
123 i »L song lyrics

£ ¥ 1866
124 fiE L breeding (of livestock)

/f ET‘J P2 1864
125 LGS LZH attendance; waiting upon

i v 1867
126 i - LL heir; successor

E 7 1271
127 BE ELHDA teacher; professor
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/;Eé: g 1273
128 HE AN administration; management
)FE’ 7 1272
129 LD MALS hearse

E g 1478
130 fEf MPABE) superintendent of a building
’fﬁ 5 rv 1674
131 f# FARK economizing
‘%ﬁ T 2155 1980
132 BN LiTA test; examination
]3;’5 T 1672
133 =15 IZNTA adventure
)l:{ﬁ T 1673
134 s IFAS inspection
ﬁu T 1671
135 78 FAED Japanese “way of the sword”

Jik ~ 593

136 JiRE F¢ narcotics
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BE ~ 639
137 JEE R A% FCAS) skyscraper

JBE ~ 594
138 ToF s TAZ grinding; polishing

AL

J;é; ~ 2022
139 &1 FLx witch

T
140 +E LA commissioned officer

/fj: v 2202 960
141 Hif: Lwol attendance (at work)

;:5 > 600
142 RN FAL small token (of gratitude)

Al v 601
143 HERE ol magazine

EFI N4 1117
144 HIGH LAEW application; petition

;FEIEI N4 1110 1119
145 KA HWLA mind; psyche
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/f EF v 1118
146 fifisk LABE) elongation; extension
}'ﬁE]ﬂ N4 1361
147 i LAL gentleman
;"f_ﬁ_ H V4 1776
148 L ZLE organization

The signal primitive must appear on the right, alone.
£H. v 1779
149 tHoE ZHA ancestors
*ﬂ > 1778
150 B ZHn taxation
H v 1777
151 R ZEo crude; shabby
I-SH > 1780
152 FH 1 <L obstruction; hindrance
’T& K TA 1831
153 (N TW&w) low-class
EEER TA 1832
154 KK 72T by and large; for the most part
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E T4 1833
155 AL AT bottom of the sea
ﬁlg T4 1841
156 FLER LT private residence
ilié?j_ B 7% 441
157 @) T&EED apt; fitting
g 7% 443
158 e &b enemy territory
ﬁl%ﬁ T 2180 440
159 i/ HNTE legitimate wife or child
?ﬁ;ﬁ 7 ¥ 657
160 EizE L] L& pointing out; indication
‘“_‘gj 7% 442
161 — i Vo TE one drop
1% B v 992
162 = SATN triple; three times

The signal primitive must stand to the right, alone.
;%5 A 477
163 R IXndH nurture; cultivate
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EL INA 1299
164 [iZ5EY ECAIBIRY dining with a superior
s <4 476
165 fiis (=A%) compensation; indemnity
ilﬁ INY 1180 1201
166 F55 FARA half

The signal primitive must stand clearly on its own.

EI:':]J INY 1178 1205
167 HE ZATY judgment
Hﬁf NV 1181 1204
168 i e ZiTA lakeside; along a lake
1Ei£ INS 1179 1203
169 EikES EIFA company; companion
E o ary 1816
170 e ¥ lecture
fﬁ ay 1818
171 et &9 organization; structure
/H‘% aw 1817
172 LN ZHZw) purchase; buying
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{ﬁ av 1819
173 Pk 1dwdnwI9)  waterway; drainage ditch

%‘ Vv 1173
174 FEESR 1399 legal circles; judicial world

i vy 1176
175 KAt FTWE) water tank

g VAV 1174
176 PU Rl <9 encounter

{%‘ VAV 1175
177 [ A sea carriage; marine transport
$ﬁ“ﬁ fii L 289
178 i WwLw exports

)l‘ﬁ—ﬁ 1. 628
179 4 W< pleasure; joy

=iy a 352
180 EGl EHW instructor

e a 2037
181 i BH=< conglutination; healing up
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The above group of kanji with their on readings represents by far the easiest
treated in this book. Still, it is important to master them well before moving
on, if for no other reason than to make sure you have understood what signal
primitives are and how they work.

When you are reviewing (see INTRODUCTION, p. 4), do so only from the
compound (not the character) to the reading and meaning—not the reverse.
And remember not to clog your memory with useless information (for exam-
ple, which signal primitives share the same pronunciation). Once you are con-
fident of your progress so far, you can go on to the next group of 114 kanji. They
are also of the “pure” type, but number only 3 to a group.

5’% v 221

182 K& Lol red (vermilion) brush

&}k v 810
183 LTS ELw special; particular

}ﬂi va 258
184 HIE LAL® pearl

N Fary 688
185 AT 5Ew) dissemination

1) Fary 689
186 WX &)Lw) absorption

W T 1353

187 il ZH&w) top grade; high quality
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55[] F 9 1223
188 N HR wisdom

: %l] va 1683
189 i HrA molester (of women)

9%3 va 1224
190 et Lok supreme wisdom

i K 47 702
191 UiE= 3 s slave

X N 703
192 F55 &E anger; indignation

%
193 %7] ENx effort; exertion

7_]( A 132
194 K 75 AVZA eternity

‘{‘7_:[( TA 136
195 TRk TR swimming

%ﬂ( 1 345
196 kAR PRy composing a song or poem
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n:'gh‘ B 7TV 1039 1197
197 Mg K AT fountain
‘[‘E‘ Ty 1199
198 I ESA righteous indignation
:[Zjé‘ 4 1198
199 g ZA5A tumulus; old burial grounds
=) .
5 - 1897
200 Bl 5 dry goods; draperies
15 = 1898
VN
201 L Z6¢ amusement; entertainment
=0 R
= - 89
202 Bl N/ misunderstanding
;"fﬁ Jr@ ~V 1825
203 TR S ALY editing
/TE N 1823
204 T NAT A bias
:‘E ~ 1824
205 ks SNA universal
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= <=y 1606
206 = £V casting a vote
SHE
= =1y 1607
207 EH [N 3]>34 bleaching

iii]
1;,1? (<=l 1608
208 HAE IXqON Sy target; aim
SR 3% 25
;AL{.\ 22 v 1389
209 B PEAE kindness and love

A v
1 .
210 15 L& magnetism
‘{“;(A v 1388
211 i bR nourishment
5\?‘5 T4 508
212 HAE Lo appearance in court

ﬁ 74 1876
213 ez i MAT naval vessels; a fleet
EC.—E TA 590
214 e Q) school grounds; campus
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105 & 7 1293
215 JH EPYiA transit; passage

i[ll?] 71 1292
216 LY »Hw) in a whirlpool

Fhl% 7] 1291
217 R 54 fortune and misfortune

% ¥ 126
218 K 99 an odd number

%“'—: + 192
219 T &5 donation

%%j‘ ¥ 1981
220 it sl knight

jij!ﬁ It avy 306
221 bié ZHED mine shaft

ﬂf[; av 1870
222 LIR(I NV sea voyage; crossing the ocean
:ﬁﬁ av 648
223 B TV resistance
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E: F3 856
224 SN sLLA a giant

j?E ¥ 857
225 EiEE EIN0) denial; rejection

EE ¥ 1281
226 R E3) distance

J:;Tg Ed VT 215
227 LIRS WAL dryness

j?;Tg VAV 671
228 it ZIHLw?) piloting; maneuvering

f;;‘% AV 2035
229 TR PN seaweed

Sk Fary 934
230 ESN BT demand; request

3 :ﬁ Fary 936
231 oz Ew)H&w)Lx ambulance

£k Far 935
232 FPER X baseball
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. = 1 2
233 += CwHlZ twelve

= = 355
234 = wWalts! ICFAZA ¥20,000

/1: = 32,2056 988
235 ZEM IZBIDA temple gate with Deva Kings

5]3” 1) 10 906

236 FIH n&o use

237 AL NZA theatrical world

JF] D) 1687
238 T ) diarrhea

’fﬁ £t DEL 1707
239 G PANED bureaucracy

% DELY 1708
240 PR UESISY ) dormitory superintendent

‘ ﬁ UEL 1709

241 A DEHEH medical care; recuperation
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TR x A 733
242 PR SWTA grading exams

3,"'% WA 734
243 Bp3E I vegetables

}T\IZ A 1714
244 At SnLE coloring

5’6 t 1833 248
245 Jetk AN teacher

‘{‘% v 249
246 VETE FALS car wash

E2 e 270
247 7R HATD pigiron

;J';‘ﬁ * D4 1502
248 i LARA newspaper

;:‘E}? P4 1503
249 E VN LAFW fuel and water

%ﬁ P4 1504
250 B LAA&D kind; thoughtful
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=

= = D4 1148
251 (EIN LAIZ®) invasion
% P4 1149
252 [EIN LA W flooding
(/I_% N4 1150
253 b LALD bedroom
=~ -
==X vav 433
254 WE HALL) a sentence (of writing)
%ﬁ ay 1715
255 ES 7 [0) 1% commendation
B% >avy 1297
256 -7 L&t Japanese sliding paper windows
J\H >avw 128
257 EN| 1ZAL®) (Japan’s) main island
M vy
258 AV 572w the “6” continents
@»H vy 1432
259 AP BILw) retort; repartee
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)H_‘ Vv 321
260 HXR 72 grandeur; magnificence

;EE VA 322
261 Al ) resort; villa

;IZ&E VA 2138 398
262 /&3 EXC, dress; attire

*a vy 1565, 2088 209
263 AHRE EIHTEA consultation

/ uﬁ‘ vy 2090 609
264 B L% thought; thinking

%;'E’ Vi 426
265 FaE ZHDI frost damage

Hi vy 88
266 el FAZL foul; infraction

i
267 il Z0&) surveying; fathoming

il V7 975
268 A0 18I Z{DA aspect; facet
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/f*t 54 1099 1005
269 2 Iz taking turns; exchange

’f§ 54 1007
270 55 72k loan; lending

“in 54 1006
2=

271 IR W7z mail pouch; mailbag

p\:j ~A 1020
272 HOW ZHBDO 4, B, C (old enumeration)

7]‘?@ ~A 1021
273 A BrIwe arrogance

Jﬁ ~A 1158 1682
274 PEIH Lo illness

fﬂi -y E 56 402
275 IR AV A eternity

T 585
276 JiE TWRA (Japanese) garden

5:§ T 403
277 Lig T R A wild monkey
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_EFﬁ Yay 234
278 T Lol's) seeds and seedlings

E’E vay 670
279 i TAUL) a sketch; profile
TELﬁ <=L 244
280 i HNTL) pet cat
%L"( 7 1853 541
281 KIE AT home
= :
282 [iN73 TAD remarrying (archaic)
283 TRE) »EH operation (of a factory); work
}[{ = 2166 217
284 A ZEo plain; coarse
2}[{ ~Y 218
285 RN 13HFED bubbles; foam
;J?}[{ < 644
286 I Fo8D obliteration




PURE GROUPS | 47

E{ v 455
287 D= HL the gist; essentials

E‘ P 659
288 EizE LED guidance

El‘ v 456
289 Il LiZH fat
ﬂ[j% P Fav 1265
290 A PEL) straits; sound; channel
3% Fav 1266
291 sk NAZE) narrow-minded
3‘[:9% Fay 1267
292 PRI EOTE catch in a crossfire
?I‘é‘ & Favy 429
293 7R To&D) iron bridge
% Fav 1221
294 Ik ZrHHn reform; correction
Z{% Fav 430
295 ZIG HED affable; charming
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Having completed the larger of the “pure groups,” we now come to the more
difficult: those with only 2 kanji. Although the groups are small, learning them
by means of their signal primitives will come in useful later, once you have left
the confines of the general-use kanji. That is to say, many of the signal primi-
tives we are learning here are not restricted to the characters we treat.

é«% B3 =5 1144
296 ROEk A< record; annals

;{f\i oz 2191 1371
297 frH 2L verdigris; green rust

IC i 992 59
298 JtH HALD New Year’s Day

)LE\ YN 61

299 JiE MWAZ stubborn; hardheaded

% & 29 1381
300 54 = VIRV geometry

)fﬁé ¥ 1382
301 55 & opportunity

)t:IEu 7 1060

720D boredom

ji}ﬂjj 7 1061

303 PRI SRS working a mine; mining

w
o
)
5
=
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1}% % Fav 872
304 7 ELHN K cooperation

% Fav 871
305 #ia ZI blackmail

;‘%% = VA, 1366
306 MEr T sum total

A U 749
307 [EE &) alumni

HEI = Tay 21
308 LERTe LEH7 singing

E% vavy 22
309 i FTWLL) crystal

A = 597
310 T IZAL® a“ninja” spy

%‘D = 598
311 i A disapproval; denial

H 7 55
312 HE TWe) chastity
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’LE; 74 981
313 f 5| AT scouting

f‘ T 52 190
314 Bl HALA peace of heart

% 7Y 214
315 W HAG guiding; information

’ﬁz s 994
316 Her EESTIN felling trees; deforestation

[t N 1619
317 IR (E{Eee) clique; faction

/% INT 1045 1801
318 T 3KA disclosure; uncovering

y 5?,5 INT 1802
319 BRI > explosion

= A 18
320 = I INFA adventure

[[]E R 408
321 e 1350 hat; cap
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ES ¥ Ay 1794
322 B 1Z< I; me
1 Ay 1793
323 B L¢3 clubbing to death

Eiiia 7 1123 1775
324 AL BV discourtesy
ﬁ,ﬁ 7 1774
325 BB BV (theatre) stage
:‘}Eé. T 1384
326 K& B domestic animals; livestock
e
=+
—Eél\ T 1385
327 HlMl  BITADL storage battery cell
&' Favy 887
328 KB Lobr) symbol
15 Far 888
JUN
329 %A HEiEo disciplinary action; punishment
$ﬂ Fav 52
330 W HrHLx breakfast
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i
331 i ) FABD) high tide

) K 1676
332 SEJEA CEILe automobile

) K 1678
333 5718 AHHED) labor

;‘é F 1737 277
334 £ e the Japanese “way of flowers”

‘ﬂE‘ 1N 278
335 RS L&) guidance

E V4 1279
336 AIE BN insufficiency

/T E V4 1280
337 e ZLA promotion; facilitation

ﬁé i 640
338 HEk a8 ego

ﬁﬁc i 1476
339 LA EYN starvation; famishing
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‘Ef 7 1786
340 K BN dissemination
EEI[BE 7 1787
341 S EE RGN musical score

342 JLBY A introductory remarks
[I])'L Ny 406
343 LA TAEA sailing vessel
Ffl_]ét /%8 ~A 1040
344 HCHs LA paper money
@1% ~A 1041
345 et AN evil; abuse
It v 21 447
346 oL O comparison
The signal primitive must stand with nothing above or
below it.
it :
347 il WMIA criticism
E = 1511
348 LI [Ree sneaky; obsequious
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Eﬁ*'li v 1512
349 filigh DV monument inscription; epitaph
fé AA 2101 112
350 B PHDA famous

é% A 275
351 il (R monument inscription; epitaph
;"fl% E< R 1563
352 red 13929 suture; stitching

[ﬂ% Ny 1562
353 a2 2T lofty peak

Hﬂ BN/ 19
354 ilile ESl friend; companion

AR 2 774
355 e ESYAR collapse

?:E <=Ly 1546
356 E 01)%9) mounting (a picture or hanging)
/EE (<=l 1547
357 TBk EOE) sandbags; sumo ring
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),]:J:TJ‘ A 1095
358 FE WA (low-ranking) company officer
/5 f 1096
359 Ja gt WhHA solace; comfort
% av 1140 382
360 TEAL CiHdA family crest
%{E VEW 383
361 £ b33} lock
% ay 1585
362 FeHL Lol riding in a car
%IJ vay 1586
363 5 2L excess
~ va 735
364 2R CwlTA sitting for an exam

% Ta 736
365 I EFs EHLw professor
éﬁ%» S 1165
366 i Cwk) demand (opposite of “supply”)
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Fﬁ% va 1166
367 R LA Confucianism
»fié ay 2091, 2207 877
368 HEF Cwit engagement; pursuit
;ﬁﬁé Taw 1338
369 Rttt ZILw) piloting; maneuvering
%1 L Jar 309
370 B Lwibe) principal of a private school
jg:“ VEY 310
371 ik Bl ripeness; maturity
/ETJ Jar 67
372 M) HwILwA middle ten days of the month
§ﬁJ Jar 809
373 JRTE CwAl martyr’s death
)%‘ Jav 1853
374 TG LLwA contradiction

Literally: a lance that nothing can resist and a shield that

nothing can penetrate.
f)ﬁ‘ Jav 1854
375 TEBR LwADA cycle; rotation
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i?f\_ N R 1524
376 Eeu LxLlwo description

/ﬂﬁ‘ Ty 1525
377 et XLwo technology

in_[? A 449
378 B Pt nothing at all

B'E'ﬁ 74 1309
379 e PEe) social class

i "
380 g HwH mediation; intermediation

5?! 714 251
381 5 RER/ A world

The two kanji featured in the following two frames are unique in that each
allows a common second reading. Learn the next four frames as a unit.

/2—‘:\ 714 384 752
382 &ET ARSI accounts; accountant

e 2 385 1346
383 AT YN picture; painting
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AN

I~ T 382 752
384 SN ZL=<{ salutations; a bow

e T 383 1346
385 foA ZIIA picture book

i HA4 676
386 TR o (Buddhist) precepts

f;ﬂz A 677
387 TR & machine; mechanism

i?{ o HA 400
388 Jiipes EV/A destruction; collapse

e hA 828
389 TR Lo reminiscences

—g v 102
390 g A9 piercing; penetration

'lg 7 627
391 EE L@ A custom; habit; convention

il:gg B Vg 1043
392 A ZHDA interchange; exchange
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[@{L g 1042
393 7 LD A recall; reclamation
s 5 h 837
394 HETT AT A reduction
e P2 836
395 TEBR CwAA cycle; rotation

FEﬂ AN 1580 1620
396 K¢ CrA time
ﬁzﬁ g 1621
397 i HL. ATz A simple; uncomplicated
H EXI > VAV 1934
398 I LoD head of state or government
'II‘ZI /7 1935
399 R D) suffering; distress

iﬁ il 24 1298
400 S FTUVEA fairly; pretty much

’E’iﬁ 24 1290
401 i DHF the brains
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v 1839 1750
402 W4 BITA gold
71:% £ 1751
403 ity BICA crossing; cutting across
‘2‘{' e 74 840
404 P (B AANRS dale; valley
puc] A 1947
405 FHoH TV A hen eggs
}\% T 2104 391
406 R IFAE submission of a proposal
figt v 974
407 Prpd l3TFA health protection; hygiene
/L%._\‘ v 513
408 W7 FALL) prefectural office
A iy 1394
409 BRE FTALL) reward or prize
/X:(‘ = * 1736 1885
410 KA TAX weather
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=, * 1886
411 PRI ZLx (steam) locomotive
-%j] [} & 2224 1577
412 i LwoZA going to work
g% F 1576
413 EiEs EATW compliments of the author
414 A 2929 high school

—IE'—JL‘ av 892
415 it FAZ) manuscript; original draft
/1% S av 1639
416 B bS39Naly) kings and princes
/ﬂgjé aw 1640
417 (=i 9 candidacy
g ary 488
418 piie 9% wasteland
! /% av 624
419 o) =3 Ny panic; alarm
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2K it a1 1970
420 B ZALADN  social reunion; reception

iR ¥ 1971
421 i) 2 PN A reopening a wasteland

i=s v 1288
422 il ZoFWn bone marrow

(:E[J- oy 1757 1289
423 1TE Zolfn ludicrous; funny

To accommodate this rare reading, a character not learned
in voL. 1 has been introduced. It means to “pause” or “pon-
der” and is most commonly met in the term &7 (112),
meaning “training” or “exercise”

EB =4y 1851
424 HrRR LAA) bridegroom

)ETS =4y 1852
425 8] JE D59 painting gallery

7N = 7Y 1677
426 By AT distinguished service

% 4 1681
427 R CASD light, balmy breeze; zephyr
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%l] Fxr 1395
428 I ANAERL return; reimbursement

Hi[] Fxr 2238 1396
429 [HIEN EENEYS script; screenplay

gElg Fay 2133 1849
430 [iesis ZEL) one’s native place; hometown
ﬁéﬁ Favy 1850
431 W ZNEL) influence

% G Fay 2007 484
432 b ELHHW boundary

ﬁ% Fav 483
433 firhe EH720 mirror-stand; dresser

‘I% =4 < 829
434 T WEA patience; tolerance

‘2& < 830
435 {5 T FAD comic book; comics

EU% AA 1562 20
436 B OO explanation
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EE AA 1450
437 [+ 8 EHOW association; alliance

E} v 1834
438 FE LA A people (of a country)

HE R 1835
439 LR HAIA peaceful sleep

7 i‘\ 5(\.‘/ 964 241
440 PR/ TARA natural (not artificial)

; /n‘\ ;T\:/ 510
441 R A combustibility

@‘ J#k L% 213
442 I PANE one’s 6oth birthday

JER L% 376
443 JEE B &L history

);% 7 2014
444 BRSO agricultural school

‘()% v 2015
445 R DHTH thickness; density
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i—"_f. > 1098
446 2k EAL prohibition

%I_’[_JZI._E F 1099
447 (.33 qAL magnanimity

E% =) 1282
448 T E9% road

E;E: = 2079 1283
449 =E HTD frank; plain

ﬂ:lJ T4 679
450 FEIH) LiFw death penalty

pin| A 680
451 Jii F AT model; prototype

;‘Tg 4 1103
452 S gD police

;ﬁgf’*} U 1104
453 JEAE F&o friction; chafing

ﬂ VAV 697
454 M7 Y] both sides
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;;',;é vy 698
455 £ FIZN mulberry farm or orchard
% KA 415
456 Hois Bow (geographical) zone
= 2
457 i 72 backlog of freight or goods
C/E £ 57 1916
458 HE 74 private residence
B 87 1917
459 FEL LA7 oracle; revelation
5‘5 74 262
460 A EATW compliments of the author

% T4 894
461 [EL Tne extent; degree
T 74 435
462 iy [ Tl empire
;‘%’ﬁg’ T4 1340
463 it T conclusion (of a treaty, contract)
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= T4 311
464 R DEHTW Japanese-style restaurant

;?T 74 977
465 51k TwL suspension; ban
15 % 7 886
466 (Y ToTWwT&  thoroughgoing; radical
%‘ﬁ T 760
467 fllal TopW withdrawal; revocation
JE b 1019, 2111 1194
468 iR By ban

The readings of both characters belong to the official list,
but are not the most common readings. As throughout the
book, their other (in this case, more ordinary) readings are

cross-referenced.

‘{E b 1195
469 ER N &9 a passage; (sailing) voyage

}_Eg: N 1157
470 JE e EHko abrupt; all of a sudden

*}:g b 1158
471 TbpE s&9 sugar




68 | REMEMBERING THE KAN]JI 2

/';\ Vv 1630
472 =1 ZHZ warehouse

ﬁ” A 1631
473 Bl & ZHEH creation

%‘f' = =l 1968
474 Kz AL folk song

EF%E: Ely) 1967
475 B ENEDH shaking; tremor

%: Elyj 1604
476 23 Cwdd demand (opposite of “supply”)
H%‘: S 1605
477 FEER o5 hips; waist area

g Ely) 790
478 N7 NS contents

(g Ely) 791
479 g BGYRE melting

= v 616
480 2R wIHLw?) gloom; melancholy
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15 v 993
481 B [ELiop) actor

%}( vary 900
482 FhZ LwHZ autumn season

/ L‘J \ Ny 901
483 g% WIHL®) gloom; melancholy

E B 71 2102 296
484 B & summertime

% 71 617
485 2" VAN amount; quantity

% £y 1035
486 s CEA benevolence

o £ 1335
487 15k LA repair; mending

%{ VaY 1646 1976
488 £ 9 elephant

1’% VAV 1977
489 g ZH%9 imagination; fantasy
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E Vav 850
490 s 2L library; collection of books

H}E’E Vav 851
491 Ll LAZ) heart (the organ)

a6 vay 995
492 TEH Ll room and board

fﬁﬁ vay 1336
493 LN Lwdls) shrinking

i‘ Jary 177
494 pilli=s 2N surveying; measurement

) E aw 2105 926
495 i §Ex NEHLEL food provisions

(ﬁ i DERy; 15 764
496 ) DNwHE a flow; flowing

@ﬁ‘: DERy, 763
497 %73 DwHdH A ammonium sulfate

% H 1720
498 Zn SAD participation
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‘lé% H 2084 1721
499 EIRE OEA distress; wretchedness

ﬁ?lj A 418
500 il Tl system

%g A 419
501 BasL g shoemaking

7% t 133
502 RIK HAT natural spring

;’f% v 1339
503 T HFAD railroad tracks

@J v 2096 85
504 Bl LAKED kind; thoughtful

_7[;)3" v 1322
505 ZFL HFolw theft

%TJ‘ Dt 1249
506 Ch] ESIPES radiation; emission

gﬁj‘ Dt 1250
507 L LAt honorarium
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jj& N 496
508 Ch] ESIPES radiation; emission

it A 979
509 Tfi bl imitation; copying

ﬂ >ay 42
510 —Ft VolLk) one measure (of saké)

ﬁ vav 43
511 5 Caols) rise; ascent

o vav 557
512 S L&HEH fretting; irritability

E% vay 558
513 i WALL) (offshore) reef

)I%'A Tavy 731
514 TP LKA general; shogun

fjl,:é >ay 732
515 Ppg L&A EA  scholarship money

? v 1115 186
516 PREFIY IELwTE conservative
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3’? T 243

517 T Lwhx) hunting

)ﬁ&] T 615

AN

518 T MAL thanks; gratitude

‘l}ESZ g 631
] MUY

519 TE P WA regrettable

E a 1083

520 &M Nl S employing; employment

Eﬁ a 1084

521 JEE ZdA advisor

‘;'\':fg‘ I v 1375
522 AR LA ultraviolet rays

I v 563
523 e A L9 males and females

Z;_‘é‘ - Vo4 1025
524 3 00X graduation (from school)

«_—"A; Yy 1680 1737
525 B ZotA pioneer; forerunner
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2| b 755
526 F LT absolutely; (not) at all

’EIJ N 980
527 A5 Zok) swoon; fainting fit

?Z T 1383
528 A FADA front door; main entrance

gz T 1386
529 1B HFWITFA sine (of an angle)

*}L JL * 210
530 ML =% desktop; on a desk

fil ¥ 1475
531 LA YN starvation

%% A 1102
532 ik L&w priest; ritual celebrant

sz% A 1296
533 3 L& international

')—A”:’ w 3 775
534 X UHD secret
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% Y 776
535 B HOIT) honeycomb
j%\ % N4 254
536 Eioge a7 s ZALED pyramid; monumental work

.
EI:/E(\ [N 2121 646
537 LI &L boarding (a vessel)




CHAPTER 3

One-Time Chinese Readings

THE CHARACTERS brought together in this chapter should be learned well
before passing on to the rest of the book. Knowing them will remove another
obstacle from the long road that lies ahead.

This collection of “one-time” readings sifts out all the on-yomi (Chinese
readings) that are not homonyms, at least not in the confines of the standard
readings on which this book is based. We have already learned of these read-
ings in CHAPTER 1:

=t =~ ¥=% ~JF=Ar {l=x

This means that the sounds -z, ™, #, 2>, and X will not appear elsewhere
in these pages as a reading for any kanji. The characters they belong to may, of
course, take additional readings (see the cross-reference numbers) and pho-
netic transformations may in fact yield the same sound in certain cases, but the
sounds will not be assigned to any other characters as a standard reading. There
are 42 more such one-time Chinese readings:

}:—E T 152

538 JEaH HolE oppression
5]& A 2021 919
539 ZN| 0 AN America

il = 00

540 B RoF) villa; private retreat
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1% R 707
541 M35 Leoido to frequent; haunt; infest

IJ:_[ /4 89 37
542 By ZLU%K black and white; good and bad
%g F¥ 1017 252
543 A Zoby (black) tea

;F", va 1417 1240
544 B TL disciple

(}jlﬁ 74 1055
545 e TV » dead drunk

H Y 547 13
546 =H SAHD March

H T 546 13
547 =7} SADNTD 3 months

E S V4 256
548 FE 13K precious stones; gems

Though the same primitive element appears in both kanji of
this compound, it does not serve as a signal primitive.

1t

549

Jei e

a4

[T nE9

445

Hokkaido (Japanese island)
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ﬁ vy 38
550 -y 120%<¢ 200

1@2 A 356
551 SRLd EHNE precincts

$Eh 4 762 1122
552 HL L#U<{ wheel axis

}E vay 775 2009
553 J 2K humiliation; disgrace

:lil? 7 878 320
554 #HH £ ) lucky day

% *7 927
555 % =14 chrysanthemum

% 7 1317
556 e & air; atmosphere

f[:@ Y 1013 1050
557 jEx7)] Lxlbo foodstuffs

ﬂﬁ% N4 1856
558 Bk E Il artery

";.':*‘-3 A 834
559 T T politeness; courtesy; civility
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flf“ % 1516
560 Bt fao7zu the tropics

El = 1574 12
561 —H WhiZh one day

Fﬂ =7 1022
562 k2 1Z{LA blood relative

%‘ =x7 1962 223
563 T BHNZ%K young and old
)77'( =g 1053
564 W& IR EINZEHV'EH  diabetes

Z * 71
565 HOH ZHBDO A, B, C (a traditional way of enu-

merating)

/f$: Db 874 1683
566 R NeEE honesty; integrity

jj DS 1104 858
567 57 EUES horsepower

IZ;'E: D 1513
568 f - N<Lx) on shore
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@ EF 1049
gﬁ_ﬁ oy 901 1820
569 ViE HHAA obvious; beyond dispute

H}% DEe74 1358 293
570 & &5 N2l abbreviation

Hj vay 2040 767
571 HiE) LwoZA showing up at work

i% 5 552
572 EN 722l A expert

E\ﬁ oA 8o
573 L] Lw)b\» accepting a bribe

F__E A 1024
574 JAE I e seat

;EE v 2042 562
575 MRS ol magazine

T\Eé ¥ 1487 388
576 = REa0) by all means; at any cost

B A 1393 895
577 B4 HVEA taxes
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1856 684

preservation; conservation

365

downfall; destruction




CHAPTER 4

Characters with No Chinese Readings

THE KANJI that make up this chapter are presented more for recognition than
for memorization. As the title indicates, their common point is that they are
assigned no Chinese reading in this book.

In the case of those that belong to the general-use kanji, this means that no
reading has been assigned them in the official list, though many of them do
have traditional readings. In the case of those that fall outside the general-use
list, this means that no Chinese reading they may have is useful enough to
bear learning at this stage.

Look over this list carefully before you go on to the next chapter, making
sure that you recognize all the characters from your study of voL. 1. In some
cases, you will no doubt recognize signal primitives used in CHAPTER 2. Here,
of course, the primitives do not come into the picture at all—even though
some of the kanji given here will themselves serve as signal primitives in the
course of this book.

The cross-reference numbers in bold print under the number of the kanji
refer only to the frame in voL. 1 in which the character in question first
appeared.

Finally, you will notice that 5 of the kanji have numbers followed by an “A”
This sets them off as homemade kanji or [E* (Z<U) which Japanese did not
inherit from Chinese. These characters will never have a Chinese reading, unlike
several of the others which do in fact have assigned Chinese readings but are
not given here because they fall outside the rules of the “general-use” kanji.

- .
= JiH, = H H
580 581 582 583 584
25 27 32 53 54
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H JIL W fa 1H
585 586 587 588 589
60 66 110 153 154

i g iE e TH

589A 590 591 591A 592
166 176 199 200 201

il oS Pk IR it
593 594 595 596 596A
202 203 222 242 279

& =z Vs /i
I i - z K
597 598 599 600 601
410 437 444 462 472

i i) G B Hh
602 603 604 605 606
514 520 537 578 603

iEd) e X N i

607 608 609 610 610A
674 690 696 727 773
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Ja i3 i~ i i
611 612 612A 613 614
777 778 780 849 870
5 i FEi H [/
615 616 617 618 619
939 940 942 953 1017

620 621 622 623 624
1027 1031 1039 1062 1064

Je i L) Z 4
625 626 627 628 629
1110 1115 1190 1216 1263

630 631 632 633 634
1323 1369 1397 1427 1447

IS by By B2 %

635 636 637 638 639
1471 1486 1488 1498 1517
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== 5] :

% {5 i LS i
640 641 642 643 644
1519 1545 1569 1609 1614
- N /, <

=k i 1 Z g
645 646 647 648 649
1655 1666 1713 1716 1728

650 651 652 653 654
1838 1943 1945 1946 1950

] Ky J& J& B

655 656 657 658 659
1961 1979 1995 2003 2006

158 H s T gi

660 661 662 663 664
2018 2034 2039 2040 2041

665
2042




CHAPTER §

Semi-Pure Groups

THE KANJI treated in this chapter differ from those of CHAPTER 2 only in one
significant detail: the signal primitive bears a uniform reading for all but one
of the characters in which it appears. Here again, secondary or tertiary read-
ings for the kanji do not necessarily follow the rule. The point is only that one
of the assigned readings of the character is not affected at all by the semi-pure
group to which it belongs by virtue of its signal primitive.

Let us take a group of 5 kanji, the first 4 of which show a common reading
based on the lead character which serves as a signal primitive for the others:

zj( v 1619 471
666 K5 L72w gradually; little by little

A v 474
667 A Legwn posture

“ 2 473
668 (LN LA capital; funds

B v 475
669 B LbA consultation

There is one more kanji in the list of those treated in this book that bears the
same signal primitive but a completely unrelated reading. This character char-
acterizes the group as “semi-pure”™
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ﬁ % 1451
670 i s ok larceny; theft

In some of these groups the exceptional reading has already been learned in
one of the previous chapters. In other cases a new reading has to be learned. To
facilitate recognition of the odd character, the frame shall be slightly indented.
These groups may be as large as 8 kanji and as small as 3. As we did in CHAPTER
2, we begin with the larger groups first.

2N av 12
5 75
671 iR L*Z9 social life; socializing
7[3’;2 aw 1278
672 &1 297 school song
&L‘)j av 1276
673 w7 2L efficacy; validity
§§]3 ar 1844
674 QT4 Nabo PR (outlying) suburbs
7"6{ a7 1348
675 A ZH&D death by strangulation
$§JE 7 1277
676 iy OH< comparison

17:7[ Say 86

677 7 LIHIDA summons
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7I:l7 vay 87
678 AN LiHb name of Japanese era, 1926-1989
‘EK::':\ >avy 170
679 HEHg LEHdwv illumination; lighting
jggj >avy 650
680 e LyHgwn invitation
;"ﬁg >av 1359
681 A LIHpwn introduction
27137 Tav 137
682 A Nl ) lakes and marshes
gl:] Tav 342
683 A Lol imperial rescript or edict

% Fav 385
684 8 1 HrHH excess
% LA 1401
685 g AR young lady
?‘% LA 1404
686 mH & refrigeration; cooling
iT; LA 1402
687 gding nl 12:00 (midnight)




SEMI-PURE GROUPS | 89

‘,% LA 1884 1406
688 CR TAI an electric bell
’&I":% LA 1403
689 e oY (O advanced age
{‘-}E\ Vavy 1405
690 -t NEHE territory; dominion
’T/E E V4 2039 1142
691 1ESC LKA (written) composition
H/I_—f o 1140
692 WE4E Shi last year
Mk 4 1434
693 ERR LA acetic acid
Elig o 1324
694 PRI Lw exploitation; squeezing
% A 1141
695 FEHK R fraud; swindle
;jg 5 R 231
696 L 135 cemetery
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% R 232
697 R REAIES end-of-the-year present

1‘% R 2002 229
698 Hif &z scale; size

=3 K 861
699 R 1ZLw) recruiting

e R 633
700 R Liz longing; yearning

fin <

701 g IR F L) filmy; like a membrane
% ING T 409
702 T (EEEN Shogunate government

GRS AEd curtain raising

(% INT 230

703 B A vague

The former group was included to demonstrate how more than one reading
can be given for the exception in the semi-pure group. Strictly speaking, the
group belongs to CHAPTER 7.

& A 982,1281 1555

704 b e AN teacher
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‘I/:'E XA 1283 1558
705 LS B3 woman
EIEIE. A 1284 1556
706 B HWnE a “sign” of the zodiac
ﬁi XA 1282 1557
707 e o one’s full name
fl:% A 1286 1559
708 Wk EWn sacrifice
f—éé H 1285 1560
709 ANERE SEISA real estate
fg g 77 875
710 58 HLw) review (of oné€’s lessons)
E 77 465
711 HHE HC(ED complicated
HE 77 464
712 Zef8 SGEXS empty stomach
4%1 77 1611
713 i SCDA mask; disguise

@ 1) 1057

714 JE g D& one’s personal history
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E 5 30
715 JcH. DIATZ A New Year’s Day
HE 5 31
716 KIHE 727z A bold; daring
H y 668
717 HZe 72 AD a stretcher
;IEL'I: L 2148 587
718 T & AR place of execution
Note the mixture of on and kun readings.

g vy 1075

719 B HwHL xS lunch; noon meal
7‘%__% % A 2230 1360
720 HEBR WA experience
$_—Xt: 74 717
721 B HARIPIRS snack; light meal
% 74 715
722 fE3 A flowering stem
1% A 882
723 FEI% A% route; course
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'[% HA 716

N
N
N
El_?f
R
e
Y
Z

strange; weird

‘% vay 114
725 ERE) L) A a portrait (painting)
nﬁ vav 144
726 H1it Ly digestion
6% >avy 115
727 T LIHZA gunpowder smoke
"%7’ >avy 189
728 Ty Told) all through the night
‘ﬁu /4 118
729 ELIRES LFA reduction; curtailment

In the following group of characters, the signal primitive is immediately evi-
dent as the first member of the group. Be careful to note that earlier (FRAMES
444-445) this same signal primitive was itself part of another signal primitive
with an entirely different reading.

)f{ N 2008

730 JRAE LAL®L house of the Dragon (in the
Sino-Japanese zodiac)

E:% N 2010

731 =H) LAED quake; shock
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ﬁ}J:K P4 2012
732 TR IZALA pregnancy
?}f\é P4 2011
733 =3k SALA 3 strikes (in baseball)
)§ P4 2013
734 s LA lips
}@ NEV 553 2009
735 J 2K humiliation; disgrace
E AA 1582
736 R FAT N chinning (exercises)
Hﬁ 2A 1583
737 I FTVAA sleep
i A 1584
738 s Ea% spindle
ﬁlg =Ry 1847
739 T WHNA mail; post
%:‘Z % WA 397
740 ik A ED) sewing; needlework
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HY, A 359
741 FLAK =3I mention (in the press)
;& A 358
742 Ee SV cultivation; growing
}'ﬁf& g 1790
743 ftltfe A fiber; textiles
E F, 77 1090
744 ek AL (social) welfare
EIJ 77 89
745 e BN adverb
E 77 407
746 221 HASK full extent; all
;E"; 7 2192 193
747 [EERIL BNV Mt. Fuji
= F: VP2 1453
748 LS I A inspector general
s i 1875
749 & mAHLE) captain (of a ship)
:%E]]’i g 1455
750 Kis RADA yearbook; annual report
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S -
ke v 1454
751 {5 bAE abuse
EE # g 572
752 fBigz MAED observation
@5
753 hE MALE) encouragement; stimulation
L 2 570
754 Tk N V/AVY exchange of courtesies
1:% roedy 571
755 HeF FAD rights
Hed ZHITFA avatar
EE N 216
756 Sl HH unknown
7R 3 219
757 EEUS LA spices; seasoning
%‘_‘* 3 2023
758 L) AN fascination; charm
Z’[}E <A 220
759 Felk EFn (younger) sister-in-law
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% 71 1121
760 it »Lw) fruit juice
E 71 1123
761 LSS »HE) section head
% 71 1122
762 EA L confectionery
%% 7 1124
763 ey 5LA naked body
fg'z‘ & 1541
764 BIE HEIZA responsibility
& ¥ 1543
765 e HEEA accumulation of good deeds
;"ff'é: ¥ 1542
766 A W& results; showing
fé? A 1544
767 NE ZHEn public bonds

ﬁ]J L 812

768 HIH Nolx train
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51 b 814
769 bERAl ZHND heroic; sublime
% L 813
770 Ed RAND dissolution; disruption
1 LA 972
771 LEE2S ARV an exception
ﬂéﬁ P N7 1211
=
772 JlEA EINIA transcript; certified copy
H % 1989
773 hlE Aok boiling
BE% % 1210
774 B Hrokd) feud; discord

The first character in the compound above was not treated
in voL. 1, but the exemplary compound given above is useful
to know. When the phonetic group to which this character
belongs appears again in CHAPTER 7 (FRAMES 1210-1214),
you will see how easy it is to learn.

H%é vay 1209
775 il L&Y victory
15 % 7 1955
776 e <HEH idol; image
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i,% iy 1956
777 8 ZH5< encounter
B% iy 1958
778 — [ WHEH one corner
o 7 1957
779 D <H grumbling
37”@ A8 T 1419
780 fH5t ErRA Emperor’s Garden
/57&9: v 1420
781 S RAA complaint; grudging
’5_7'@ I 1417
782 L A ZATA smooth; fair (of face)
Hgyﬁ 7N 1418
783 i) AN physical strength
ﬂ: 77 1904
784 R NS stronghold (of conservatism)
% 77 1905
785 FE3F eV germination; sprout
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% 77 1907
786 A WwHH graceful
ﬂ:lg v 1906
787 AR DS intrusion
jjn vl 25 867
788 JJIUN AN admission; subscription
789 Zuze R) fiction; make-believe
B 7 868
790 E = Lw{2%*  commemorative celebration
791 T DAZ stubborn; persistent
f - 973
792 (PN ZLA an individual
71 2029
793 —f&H Voo one month

This character is commonly abbreviated to the katakana
7, as in FRAME 547, which uses the same exemplary
compound with that writing.

fi] ay 1963

] 75 29 general plan; main point
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%ﬂ'j av 1962
795 #il #k ZHTo steel
il T 1964
796 B it TINTA strong; robust
% R 2120 1573
797 ZEt: 13OL service
1'$ 2N 1574
798 iR AT annual salary
PR Ry 1575
799 PR Tol39H iron bar or staff
Q N 1871
8oo — % Vol XA general; average
it
8o1 PLEE 14 VANEA conveyance; transport
% INY 1872
802 M ZAEA disc; discus

% EY 50 1913

803 EAi )5 blanket
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%,T:_‘ T 2165 1914
804 TH#E L5 consumption; use
}?5 v 1915
805 RBAT (Ot following; tailing
% Ry 1759
806 FI 3L a certain person
%‘ Ry 2087 1760
807 Cts VALTS conspiracy; plot
ﬁ% A 1761
808 A Edn mediation
*E}E A 1482
809 i ARV VY concept; general notion
‘IE}E A 1483
810 TEIE SADNN indignation; resentment
E}E + 1481
811 B B3 manufactured; ready-made
Ji T 134
812 e 5 INTFA plateau
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{)E T 142
813 e FAEA fountainhead; wellspring
}EE N 135
814 A LsA volunteering
[95\;% F 1410
815 EE HE suspicion
;‘Eﬁé F 1411
816 T gt bE imitation; sham
('/a?}% Fay 1412
817 B[] E N coagulation
ﬁ 7 405
818 i 9.5 blanket
‘m:j 7 623
819 M &5 fear
?(ﬁ‘ + 1489
820 e &3 hope
A A T 795
821 ey AR along a railway line
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5 T 794
822 FEANES ZAA lead pipe
ﬁ]‘{:}\ R 1874
823 itk HAHL) (ship’s) captain
;& 7 1564 838
824 FN SHLA (married) lady
B .
825 e ENISy) support; maintenance
Hl * 841
826 BN EX rule; regulation
L (i) A 1741
827 DR ARty English language
Ey& T A 1742
828 i 2 film; movie
9& Fv 1740
829 LR HwHB) center; central
N v 739
830 5% ZHE broad sense (of a term)
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S2IA = 741
831 1N IHEA a mine
}}i\“ 4 740
832 LIV R expansion; enlargement
e &) vay 1155
833 i Hnle) purity
% Taw 82,1529 1540
834 HHIR Cxdased avein
% VAV 1154
835 # ¥ dispute
}}I& () a 1879
836 fH ZEX loneliness; solitude
—5'};[& a 1878
837 oI ZAZ circular arc
)l\ 7 1877
838 [EPIN ERAVA watermelon

The use of the first character is an example of what
Japanese call T (H»TL), a character chosen to
accompany a reading that does not strictly belong to it.
Since the exemplary compound is a common word, it
has been included here.
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E A 56
839 A= FAVA sailor; member of the crew
%E A 1299 481
840 BiH BAVA phoneme; vocal sound
e VY 666
841 Ei=PN ZALD loss
It (%) 7 1770
842 HEZE. MANZA forgiveness; tolerance
ﬂfb 7 1769
843 e PALLD) payment of a bill
i oy 1768
844 R LA enormous
#‘?L () 7y 1163
845 K 72 A large crowd
EB 7Y 1843
846 HIES CA a county assembly
E’ 4 1162
847 HE <ALw monarch
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I_—H v 412
848 BiEs LbE) mayor
i
849 Titidefe LEw sisters
it
850 I EOROI) pulmonary disease
}E’:% Jita AF 1500
851 BT A& a mural (painting)
; )E;g ANF 1691
852 JHE PEINE (personal) weakness; bad habit
i}ﬁ% | 1501
853 AN BNVR0) unavoidable
& (%) A7 983
854 —fEH WHEBLZA 100 million yen
;I:%‘: F7 632
855 ALl &3¢ memory (of something)
2= £ 608
PAAT)
856 HE iSoI preparation; arrangements
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5% 7 701
857 s 130 capture
%% 7 908
858 I3 HE L)< harvest

%

859 PRt 3= protection; patronage
B'C £ 1106 1725
860 ) BAL expression; complaint
;‘%j{ T 1727
861 AL LA fingerprint

)l(\“[‘ FAIA 1726

862 SOkt EVY opposite

—xF VoD a pair

5 -
863 HAE ZHEn rebirth
i ary 695
864 T T coin (solid money)

/TE | 991

865 g WHLA post; mail

{5 F1) AN convenient
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m Fav 1490
866 X ELHH< fiendish; satanic
H@ Fa 1491
867 [5:9)(1] 73] pluck; mettle
%‘E D) 1492
868 = U take off (e.g., an airplane)
;l%‘ aw 1253
869 AT 2929 filial duty; filial piety
E% av 1430
870 i35, ZolF yeast
%k Fay 1254
871 oz Elw professor
;‘r-—ﬁ 7A 1391
872 el i succession; order
/Eé 7A 1392
873 TR vz dispute; contention
£ v 1393
874 T LFA descendants
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| o=
875 HEX HwIHTA mainstay; “backbone”
%X a4 852
876 =L T AN sagacious; wise
BX F 1374
877 ok EADL) tension; strain
—+= .
i * 554 320
878 A 5&ED unlucky
= * 343
879 Bl EObA cross-examination
;’FS a4 1351
880 i i FoAA conclusion (of an argument)
& - .
| () 7 1553
881 HHL RSZIAR circumcision
'_L‘ N
$§ 7 1552
882 =1 MAHO jurisdiction
'_EED'_'. A 1551
883 HE ZAH damage
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il A 334
884 WS A homage; respect
% 74 336
885 B FnEo police
E’% Fa 1987
886 2 ES A wonder; astonishment
y 'ZLIE Zu AL 925
887 Fe N TWLA romantic fellow; dandy
P 24 1435
888 e T plastered; stewed to the gills
ﬁ_fl_‘“ vt 116
889 e X rubble; macadam
EH () vy 1469
890 IS 5HEX reading aloud or in public
IE oy 1470
891 TR %59 vagrancy; wandering
E Jary 46 1468
892 Bl NEILA conscience
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),:EE: & DE 1996
893 J5L i ZANE sense of reserve
);%’ DE| 1991
894 il 53 EURS prisoner; captive
Fg 7 1992
895 | [OBN skin
7'_—E K 5 77
896 Yy sl =) left and right; both sides
1k 7 952
897 itk 13 assistant
‘I% VA 629
898 T 2% sluggishness
/T(?nﬁ i ) 1821
899 fii L7 DANDHK ethics; moral philosophy
{ﬁ? V2 1822
900 i ZHA the Olympic Games
%‘H% =% 569 1820
901 i LEAHA of course




SEMI-PURE GROUPS | 113

’EE + = 1003
902 AL H&IZA responsibility
4
903 AR IZALA pregnancy
’fg T 1004
904 T IABA fare (for transportation)
905 Ji FAVA source; cause
iz A1 584
906 T I ZAA matrimony
J\ e 606
907 I LeBA expression of gratitude
EE v 692
908 JEE 2 sl history
’f% v 990
909 K 7zl ambassador
(d L 693
910 BE AN government official
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911 i Ladls hostel; residence
j?% Dt 655
912 U Lol= adoption or rejection
& 23 61 1839
913 T TAT shop
Note how 2 signal primitives appear in the same kanji.
EE: v 1828
914 K Lidw full name
?‘,ﬂ& v 1829
915 AL LA paper money
ZZ.EEQI: av 1830
916 HES A ZAA matrimony
76 av 761
917 w7 1ZLwH supplement
E/Ejilj Tay 762
918 iy CwIlIH firearms
7 b 1347
919 KA eH 72vEiNE)  president of a country
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i%’ 5] DAY 1830 1408
920 i 2979 traffic
ﬁ—m‘? YAy 1690
921 JE 9 EXeEY! stomachache
E% Sy 1409
922 g3 BN dance (classical)
H e 75
923 I LALD truth
AI‘/E‘: v 630
924 AEH EALA penitence; good behavior
%/E‘ T 276
925 FHIT HAdD quelling (of a disturbance)
ﬁ:b[‘ az 1021 247
926 N 292 advertising
HD: az 1431
927 A EAZL cruel
:‘L,:EI?. VAV 281
928 8 ZHEH structure
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'ﬁ.!F It ~A 1030
929 B AN joint use
:U)‘? ~A 1056
930 Ui N fence
;Hi |50 1032
931 iain PA flower vase

We conclude this chapter with three characters related by a common primitive

element but sharing Chinese pronunciations unevenly.

E; 5 =3 Ny 482
932 IRk BHLE knowledge; intelligence
HE ; vay 824
933 53 LidWA an employee
LA N N
;f;—Eﬂa vERay 1334
934 LT ZL& organization; formation

b Lio& loom




CHAPTER 6

Readings from Everyday Words

By THE TIME you pick up this book you will have already learned at least the
rudiments of Japanese grammar and in the process have learned some of the
most useful words of everyday spoken Japanese. Taking advantage of this fact,
as well as the fact that you already know the meanings of all the characters
treated here, you can enlarge your knowledge of the on-yomi by seeing how
those everyday words, in fact, look when set to kanji.

Take, for example, the ordinary Japanese word for a medical “doctor;” which
is \»L%. The two kanji with which it is written mean respectively “to doctor”
and “someone.” This allows us to add two new readings to those we already
know:

& 1 1694

935 [ & (N3 medical care
%‘ X 1360 1256
936 == wle doctor

The names of well-known places can be used in much the same way, as in the
following two frames:

ﬁ b 1326 504

937 Hk EINE the northeast
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;l?( Fa 1822 312
938 Hl £HELH Tokyo

We can also make use of well-known company names or other popular proper
names. For example, what student of Japanese has not thumbed through the
dictionaries of Japan’s foremost Japanese-English lexicographers, Kenkyasha?
By learning what the name, in fact, means, you will have learned three more
Chinese readings:

filf a4 675
939 W FAHK study; investigation

% Far 1320
940 Wr7e FAZ®) research

;F i vy 1092
941 &1t Poalxe company

Without making any particular effort to keep these various sorts of “everyday
words” separate from one another, let us see how far they take us into the sec-
ond half of this book.

As before, readings and compounds that have appeared earlier will be drawn
on as much as possible to lighten the burden. Occasionally, if only rarely, a com-
mon everyday word will lead us to a character that falls outside the compass of
these pages. In such cases, it is enough to learn the on-yomi being practiced
without stopping to learn a new kanji and its reading. For example, the word for
“neat” or “pretty;” one of the first you learn in studying Japanese, is &L\, It is
made up of the character for “figured cloth” and that for “lovely” Normally, the
word is not written in characters at all, but since it is an easy way to learn the
otherwise difficult reading of the latter kanji, restoring its original kanji writing
is helpful:
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T3l
ool

2002

neat; clean; pretty

In still other cases, both readings of a known compound will be new. In this
case, we will combine both kanji into a single frame, like this:

il
i

943

THAR

1950 1398
1939 1473

rice; meal; dinner

With that, we may carry on for another 218 frames. Incidentally, if you find
that you do not know a particular word chosen for the exemplary compound,
you might as well take the trouble to learn it. After all, the words are common
everyday words.

W FA1 2007 1019
944 eSS HAT guidance; information

E N 964 36
ﬁ\ TV 1082,1139 781
945 = CRA oneself

o v 595
946 Bl HALA peace of mind
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=

E=H T 535
%‘E Ly 1503 344
947 Ak TAD telephone

7?.!? NV 1909
%‘ iy 1242
948 iR TADIZAZS  telephone number

fitfi Ny 1974
949 IR A5 EAZIZA supper

% 5 2035 859
950 Bk AN a man; male

ﬁ‘ VE] (3), 2034, 2162 98
951 I Lrtwn a woman; female

ﬁ@, i 1975
gﬁ Favy 1608 1235
952 i o NRAEL) study

3‘3‘]_ ~y 742
l_l—/I N 1153
953 F24 AL lunch (carry-along, picnic-style)
Ei{' Ny 1509 1596
954 Pk &) baseball
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E T 286

955 AL TAL® (electric) train
i‘H_j, A 1287,1004 515
X A 959 1180
956 Hh [ 59 map
gy 1079 582
957 o 7ZhH housing development

—F 71 1780 50
ﬁg{ A 1376 846

958 HhT #k HHMTD subway; metro

X F 956 1180
% va 327
959 [ EAE ELihA library
j( A 1073 107
i i/ 324
960 R 72nH¥ university
;t Tay 691
961 KLk 7wLeds allright; okay

As an exception, we include 3 kanji in the next frame, all of them no doubt
very familiar to you already.
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7 1\ A 1622 111
ary 581
]\ b 969 951
962 SREIN AWIKLA foreigner

)F,I» UELY 1178
}E P 265
963 BLER DL cooking; food

5 v 945 36
PERRY vgt/ 440 241
964 HA LEA nature

— AF 966 1
965 —H WhIZH one day

—_ A 965 1
4 va 1367 1344
966 — it Vol together

1y . 4
967 UH LA April

© o :
968 tH LEho July
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jL Fay 970 9
j\ = 962 951
969 JuN SINZA 9 people

jL 4 969 9
H# v 1436 159
970 JURR W 9 oclock

—I-‘ av 1156 10
AN = 6
971 RN LwHAL sixteen

I v (4) 40
I]:J R 1811
972 T BARA ¥1,000

%:; 17 1567 457
i < o
973 s WHEARA  ¥10,000 (in formal receipts)

é}EE v 1400 1459
//ri: avy 1614, 2234, 2238 873
974 #AT EAZ) bank

jjﬁ DE] 1048
975 ietT NEZH voyage; trip
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j( 71 161
H%é' E Ly 576
976 KIEEH S0 Tuesday

The third kanji in the compound has a kun-yomi.
L‘I: Fary 245
977 47 L)) (cow’s) milk
ﬁ R 1250 1449
978 HH [ZASN dwarfed and potted plant
7J( AL 130
979 JKHEH ERN G0 Wednesday
7]( 7 2169 195
980 REEH I Thursday
t|: -y 568
% = 1827 1379
981 % ZZ afternoon
dz VeV 704,1281 1555
é—‘ﬁ A 2115 1400
982 —HEAr VoLolFA®W with all one’s might




READINGS FROM EVERYDAY WORDS | 125

3[}: | 1429 1632
(i vay 1342 799
983 IH [OR0AS) emergency; extraordinary

éﬁi\ F 2032 269
984 &HEH EALOHV Friday

1 + 768
985 il HLEA Mt. Fuji

2!: R 211
986 HA EYY Japan

j: K 1555 150
987 THEH EHY Saturday

o v 1504 1497
;ﬂ%{ T 1827
988 JefiifE 2WwbUTA  English-Japanese dictionary

rj—‘E /N 187
/E\ rr 263
989 SEAS WAL A complete

%E b 1074,1368 1846
990 AR &k Kyoto
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$& N 2014 1507
991 R TAIT) telegraph

j—f_: b 298 59
992 L IFAX lively; alive and well

{i n 1578
S v 185
993 BT WAL kanji

Tb vay 300
N i 350
994 JLk CaH7ih joke

£ v 1336 954
)—jﬁ e 1127
995 /T CwIlx address

4 228 2017
996 S| FAMA main entrance; front porch

B v 1335 266
997 FA LwlCA husband

%\Z\ | 1292 904
998 T UHD secret

A e 1294 635
999 JAEA 0089 necessity; need
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$ 4 1928
1000 fifj 1. MATZA simple; uncomplicated

Q A 1859
1001 5154 MPFEA stairway

%‘ v 969
1002 BiE CLA self-confidence

j_[-% v 1887
1003 RATHE OO airplane

i’H_j, v 956, 1287 515
1004 = CLA earthquake

$f\‘ 7 420
1005 SEiR: CTAL® bicycle

EEI =Ry 14,1345, 2163 1105
1006 HH L) free; freedom

71%( Jary 1245 1226
1007 FilE Lw)HE) judo

_71: F3 1021 750
$ T 1036
1008 AR EIVAVY last year
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Ffﬁ TV 2100 1626
1009 i LARA newspaper

ﬁtﬁ vav 439
E Fu 588
1010 P i LEHITA store; shop

% 74 2001
))_.L\_:‘ T 607
1011 BISKRT: 1FnB)72vn Keio University

ﬁfj‘ £ 290
1012 I ZEA morning

A, 7y 57
fli@ T 557 1050
1013 kY] FAED sightseeing; a visit

i& > 1129
1014 (RpUs AHEA vicinity

i\\ av 1483 784
1015 5 ZIRA public park

J:@ I 1612
1016 eyl EARA No Smoking!
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I];J% v 1550
1
A v 543 252
1017 L EoSTA coffee shop
/;‘,\ arv 2099 1587
i@ o 1534 318
1018 4R ZAL®) this week

FX.:F N 468, 2111 1194
1019 G ZAE this time

j:El gy

i Va 1374 545
1020 T ZHLL) factory

ﬁl:I—‘_[. ar 1008 247
1021 N o Nt q advertisement

TTELla *r 1300 479
;‘%‘é i/ 1735
1022 B BAHK music

ﬁ V4 1476 1669
1023 mHGEE  29%<EDSH  expressway; superhighway

‘p:_‘__% av 1197 1800
1024 22k HTH airport

P N

==Y b 754
1025 #H=E Lo classroom
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2
= TA 1034
%% Fay 2228 1792
1026 EHFET ZWEr)Bw)  “Open for Business”
= N
:J:'rl_:l' v 1152
IZ,% v 1510 1658
1027 b vl cleaning; housecleaning
'5: D¢ 1247
1028 HH LxLA photograph
o Fary 1146
1029 247 E9pHT9) express (train)
;(f\/E} Fary 1349
1030 FaAt 29H &) salary
/ﬂ_35 <A 1304 458
1031 5H Fh every day
A .
Z Fay 1587 1711
1032 NI IZAEL) doll
;}g 54 1884
1033 fedf: YRYAVS next year
f# bt 1438 879
1034 e L&)z invitation
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/J\ vavy 105
1035 IINEFAR L&HHoZ9)  primary school

1036 e LIHidw business

g 4 1904, 2204 1137
ﬁ:ﬁ TV 1617
1037 =l LobA question

;EILE\' A 1488 389
1038 i BATEN problem

‘JEH L 1346 1107
1039 P L&ow SOy sauce

The first kanji in the compound is not in the general-use list,
but can be found on most every dinner table in Japan.

ﬁ varz 2045 1472
= K 1343 798
1040 i LiEDH dining room; refectory

AY VA

% T 1206
1041 5 LiolFA meal ticket

L Rt 825
1042 B Hwlx Holy Writ; the Bible
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Fﬁ a 2222 589
1043 1 w29z refrigerator

;"f% L 1328 1343
H Tavy 574
1044 e ALY practice

EL 4 72
/ﬁi; 2N 318 1801
1045 il Yt %) wild; unruly; rebellious

Ej‘ A 1517 682
1046 i SABN wallet

@ A 1548 1602
{i|§ =l 1450 549
1047 [lipES SN ) the West; Occident

}%IJ T 1997
1048 B IFTELL) theater

’ﬁ‘& H 1411, 2153 117
1049 i Yato) sugar

1& A 381
1050 BT SEARR R the government
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2= tr 46
F”ﬂ T 1616
1051 HMR  EABAR a specialist

‘EHE-‘“_: tr 1804
% va 637
1052 #EF FALw athlete

;‘%; vavy 1352
PRR Y 7‘:/ 169
1053 Her Lw)TA end of the line; terminal

(\é‘ 7 1500 143
1054 A NEARV/E life; livelihood

1 h 878
1055 HEfE ek student

7‘$ F3 1938
1056 2 HAXL elections

W2 .

@Z tr 1929
1057 i AL war

=) £ 1392 499
1058 W] HOHW explanation

=1 v 354
1059 AR LIFA text; exam
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E{F‘\ 71 1269 1654
1060 TR LADAEA  the“Bullet Train”
9& P4 1378 845
H ™M 331
1061 el Lotdv failure
{):\' 4 1072
1062 R 7XEA alot
FHE 22 393
1063 ALAH 7oALY birthday
Note the phonetic change in the second kanji.

T TA 1458 91
1064 T T faw politeness; courtesy

f_"':: 4 1440 246
1065 EE il e special
ﬁ =Ry 2112 79
1066 4 WHDU famous
ﬁ 4 1523 303
1067 JEE) IAED exercise; sports
<)
;ﬁ"\j Y 1362
;E V4 1475 1664
1068 HIH 2L promise
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E X 1073
1069 R 1ZARK translation

WAN

| 54 1088, 1264 744
}ﬁ[‘ 77 1071 524
1070 = VAREN typhoon

}ﬁ[‘ 7 1070 524
1071 JEL 55 Japanese bath

BR ¥ 1984
1072 BREE ZEBL) stationmaster

j( 54 960 107
/7&% AV 1745
1073 N T2nANA very much; awfully; awful

%B Y 990 1846
/ﬁ\ g 1985, 2078 253
1074 e 29 conditions; “things”

= 2
1075 = Fwnle geisha

H& 77 1399
1076 R £95:¢ Western clothes
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% 2 2033 95
1077 E-¥- 139L a cap; hat

B

r7l%l€ X 1736
)%j Far 1066
1078 E95) R o&xK pharmacy

% 957 582
1079 il BNy Japanese quilt or mattress

% 7 13 1845
1080 o AL all; everything

] 2 1445 1441
1081 BE 39 headache

ﬁ 7 945, 1139, 1246 781
1082 Koy VAAREN fairly; considerably

/f _L\ 7 964
1083 KAL 72nED Great Buddha (statue)

/leg Lt 2103 957
1084 NS 727eu generally; on the whole

7[%: A 1219
1085 — Vo full; one cupful
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= S ) 3
@ 7 1145 1170
1086 — ] SAHK 3 strokes (as in a kanji)

The next 5 frames present the characters used for some of the more common
“counters” for which Japanese is notorious.

[El 71 2232 586
1087 — [ Vopin one time

"é[\ 54 1070,1264 744
1088 =f SATEN 3 (vehicles)

)Fi ~A 332
1089 —y5s 12Fn 2 (sheets of ...)

$:|: T 1274 1652
1090 FLRF ZIFA 5 (houses)

ﬂﬂ‘ H 2092 1826
1091 i =3’ 2 (volumes of ...)

1 Lll By 986
1092 filis BATEN (city of) Sendai

J,]J;% A 2016 512
1093 T C@HEw 12 years old
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j" A 1518 681

1094 Fa TAZW genius

In the exemplary compounds given in the next two frames, note how pronun-
ciation of the first syllable of the second kanji is changed from 71 to VA

«_»

because of the clumsiness of having two “a” sounds back to back.

E TA 401
1095 WHZ)  bng) pitiable; pathetic

o 74 737
1096 A EEW PV cute

17?;'\ Fyr 1354 294
1097 % I3 a guest

ﬁ AV 1892
1098 T DAED troublesome

ED% AA 1267 746
(’é‘ v 269 1005
1099 BHGEEY WL Meiji Era (1866-1912)

% av 119
1100 Bt 12529 (city of) Nikko; sunlight

2—’@3 71 1302 461
1101 JbifEiE lIoAnE9  Hokkaido
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S I 1749
1102 ‘i Wb A Taiwan

pn .

= % 943
1103 FitE RAUD lead pencil

jj DEV4 567 858
1104 ) E&HNE cooperation

=4 -

= N4 1833, 2205 348
1105 BTN EXIZA areader

jz TV 860 1725
‘Zf N/ 1850, 2134, 2241 751
1106 B&ES EVIES) grammar

$ v 2203 1156
1107 K L afire

ﬁc 7 1274
1108 A Z 5 grandfather

R 101
1109 tHEE Zlz grandmother
%(Elﬂ v 145 1119
1110 L CAL% Shinto shrine
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j% € 45,1457 548

1111 EN ULA a beauty; beautiful woman

57 =U) 860

1112 w7 %Y trouble; ordeal

E v 255

1113 ¥ BI5L prince

ﬁ% P 1263 808

J/—T,S N 1590

1114 e EARA “Too bad!”“What a shame!”

? A 516 186

1115 sy 55 absence (from home or post)

% A 1416 1239

1116 H— 720t No.1

% AV 1972

1117 Zh ZOhA “I beg your pardon”

V4 o~

$$ £ 1930

1118 AR A A sitting in Zen meditation
Observe that the first character is a variant of the general-
use character J#. It is used typically for sitting in Zen.

E® I 855

1119 ol ZHA “Do have a look!”
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:‘é_é: Vv 2016

1120 % Eokaw) broadcasting

%BEI'L * 1452

1121 ik BAEA hot springs; spa

%,], 71 1179

1122 B DK science

AL A 324 1775

1123 FSil & unreasonable; too difficult

1124 RE Y furniture

f"é‘ ay 1410 124

1125 R bAMLED Ministry of Science and
Education

—%&E ]\ 7 1531

1126 BRAOFHE  BEDEY “I am very sorry for you!”

ﬂ:\‘ R 1414 371

1127 HeE 1329 sidewalk

‘Z\E Fay 1331 267

1128 i B taking care; watching out
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E £ 1930 15
E[(J 7% 69
1129 HAY BT aim; goal
?.\‘ a 1624 314
@ & 1958 1753
1130 R L& scenery

A 1807
% -y 1258 1766
1131 2 W2 Go; Japanese checkers
/ﬁﬁ 4 1291 961
1132 LILYN 72lZAh outsider; stranger
—‘]7; 3 1506 1593
1133 KEATHR  TAEKD weather forecast
£T N 1463 165
1134 BT TAE) electric light
5 =
Tf A 685
1135 A FAS W modern times; the present

=4 i 188
'f z_i‘ TV 1635 963
1136 F=KFR FATA propaganda
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57

= Ry 1424
EJ I 1705 1051
1137 Bohatt 1392&H L% trading company

)'jé_é V4 1222
1138 FIR »e the family

%}‘ Yay 1412 899
ﬁ\ 7Y 945,1082,1246 781
1139 fmyHfs THAAZUE)  5min., s sec.

% TA 360 382
fﬁ';r ¥ 1193
1140 RN LOnEE reserved seat

= 17 759
1141 BE ErHvC education

4:1% v 1564
1142 A WA to look at (honorific)

1@ Va4 1492 968
1143 (i ZZ vulgarism; slang

ey 7 22 377
1144 Kt ENS (samurai) warrior

@ 77 1086 1170
1145 QL] A%V a movie; film
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%

o 1251
1146 N LA old person
)'_;Tu:: yIivg 1275 1653
1147 figEs PHA seashore
I:ﬁj DEL 1168
1148 [ DEILA one’s parents
};ﬁ% aw 1159
1149 faE R FTAZH health; physical condition
j‘( 54 19 120
B}% =Ly 1370 1300
1150 N 7209 the sun
_ﬁi 71 2230 1581
1151 PEERLEE HwHAhrHY  Chinese food
i
1152 2ot HLL calling card
E N 1441 1440
1153 55 E95 bean curd; tofu
f‘E—; * 1416
1154 fe ks ETA Danger!
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$£ Vg 463
1155 HER YV ELN “Bottoms up!” “Cheers!”

—I—‘ % 971 10
1156 A ColZA 10 (long, straight objects)

ﬁ 1592 1251 782
2 Ry 1215
1157 "z (O E%9) poor; destitute

fﬁ}j vaw 276 1682
|§7~"E A 1304
1158 9 b CIH\VA hospital

We conclude this chapter with the few characters in vor. 1 that were learned
directly with their Sino-Japanese readings because there was no good English
equivalent. All you need to do is see how they work in compounds.

)i' N 1070
N o s

1159 R L#<idH shakuhachi flute
H ’) 173
1160 tH L) 71

@ 1)y 178

the slightest jot

=]
g+
=
?\.

1161 —




CHAPTER 7

Mixed Groups

AFTER THE RELAXING detour into everyday words, we must return to the
work that remains with signal primitives. From here on, the work will be
more complicated than it was in CHAPTERS 2 and 5 because of the increasing
number of exceptions. In spite of that, I am sure you will find that it does pro-
vide considerable help with what would otherwise be a hodgepodge of discon-
nected readings.

Unlike the “semi-pure” groups, which had only 1 exception, these “mixed”
groups are composed of at least 4 kanji sharing a common signal primitive
that assigns the same reading to at least 2 members of the group, but which
has more than 1 exception. The definition will get clearer as we go along.

The chapter divides mixed groups into three subgroupings of ascending
difficulty. We begin with the easiest: groups of kanji in which a signal primi-
tive has 2 readings that apply to 2 or more kanji each. At times, you will notice,
a character will be assigned both readings.

A. MIXED GROUPS OF 2 READINGS ONLY

lﬁ] % 180

1162 [F] EIL simultaneous
flﬁ‘l % 272
1163 Lk Reaita bronze

Hlﬁj % 182

1164 s EH7zwn trunk of the body
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Zlﬁj % 181
1165 (TES £HEo0 insight
f%} 7 944
1166 PN e canteen; water flask
?Hﬁ] [N 204
1167 Y LY (Chinese) wood oil
y E Favy 235
1168 Jet HEHTH sign; symptom
E}E Fa 1284
1169 BB HIHKIFA springboard; jumping board
Hk Fav 658
1170 Ptk brytA challenge
HJIS Fav 237
1171 WEs2 HENT) outlook; prospects
EE [N 236
1172 B E9IFAZE)  heaven-on-earth; Shangri-la
i}'_E k7 283
1173 ki & desertion; escape
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The remaining frames of SECTION A are not as confusing as they look, if you
take the time to study them. The two readings of the signal primitive overlap
in some kanji and not in others.

Some of the readings you have learned already (refer to the cross-reference
number), but they are all repeated here for the sake of completeness.

in tA-Tay 361
1174 |oesi] HWIH success
JEAL [DIGENS achieving “Buddhahood”
% tA-Tav 1457
1175 ey FALN in its prime; full splendor
P %
L2373 ZALED flourishing
5 A1 363
1176 A Hip)En loyalty
i}ﬂz Tay 362
1177 A L& inside the castle walls
Eif]J INZINY 167 1205
1178 g ZATW judgment
FH SWFA trial; hearing
1El£ INZINY 169 1203
1179 Eksa EINTA company; companion
pany p
Pz IEAED (musical) accompaniment
ilﬁ INY 166 1202
1180 Fo5 ZARA half
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H]El_‘" N 168 1204
1181 g ZiZA lakeside
]J__‘ Ry-E7 485
1182 A LIz death
o HIL= the dead
T .
=2 Key-Ery 489
1183 i i) hope
ARE 1ZAL long-cherished desire
= Y 596
1184 TS 13RAPY end-of-the-year party
T Ry 618
1185 ZIC 72139 very, very busy
-;%I%J T 1373
1186 Bkdg 135909 broadcasting network
15 £ 486
1187 BHH B blindness
}%:'E A 1065
1188 T BLLEE) intelligentsia
/1 EElé AV 982
1189 A AL Zen priest
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== .
= J 48 501
1190 FREEAR IR Nakasone (surname)
2
iEl v 502
1191 Hm ZH7 augmentation; increase
\EE'[ Y
e vy 626
1192 P TILA hatred; spite
& s
/E\El ARV 503
1193 Ay &%) donation
EEES 2T offering; present
s Fav 1795
1194 HEERE ZHZALWE  Communism

As with many other signal primitives we have met, this one
carries a reading only when it occupies a prominent place
(above or to the right) in the character.

%\% Favy 1803
1195 Fie v deference; respect
’ﬁi\i Fa-r 1796
1196 ke ExH&w) supply
i%s ) Buddhist “mass”
{% av 1024 1800
1197 Z2il Ny airport
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pain v 1799
1198 HEAK Nyl A flood
% T 1597
1199 FeAL: JAAZA double post or appointment
5 d 1600
1200 T FALE modesty
Zlﬁ Ty 1598
1201 T e FAE suspicion
Fhk STA mood; disposition
)_‘ﬁ? L 1601
1202 RE5t AR bargain; sale
% L 1599
1203 E24/6) AL Kamakura bakufu
A rare reading, mostly of historical importance.
J—_E vay-kA 379
1204 1EA L&HAso January; New Year’s
% X justice
LF& tA-Tay 1050 381
1205 BUff HWg government
EH oLy regency; regent
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Eﬁil‘% A 1477 1670
1206 ELk S HE)EW adjustment

7iln A 881
1207 itk o subjugating; conquest

E‘E >ay 380
1208 PRAE 1ZLLD guarantee

ﬁﬁ Tavy 1685
1209 JRIE FeLs) nature of a disease

Unlike the mixed groups in Section 4, those that follow share two character-
istics: (1) they contain at least 3 kanji with a common reading; and (2) only 2
members of the group have readings different from the others. Let us begin

with an example:

B. MIXED GROUPS WITH 2 EXCEPTIONS ONLY

l% B 7 454
1210 — P& VP thundering cry

2 7 453
1211 e Aol brown

2% v 451
1212 @K Pog drought
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5 =
1213 2T ZolTA interview; audience

=]
IJ?@ 7A 673
1214 R FWCIFA notice board

It may have crossed your mind to ask why we should bother to classify these
characters into groups at all—or it certainly will by the time the groups get
smaller and smaller.

The answer is twofold. On the one hand, if we did not, you would find your-
self adrift in a massive sea of disconnected readings far earlier than you need
to be. On the other, since we have learned more than 8oo characters up to this
point by means of the signal primitives, to ignore them in cases where there
are exceptions would be to cut short our understanding of how these signal
primitives work in the Japanese writing system. Without some experience in
the mixed groups treated in these chapters, you will not appreciate the complex
blend of consistency and inconsistency that characterize the on-yomi.

E a 16

1215 hEE zz archaic word; old adage

] .
1216 TR ZitA lakeside; along a lake

e 3 333
1217 Hilg Lz accident

)FE‘ a 206

1218 g VAT elegance; simplicity
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% 7 225
1219 ik D) distress; suffering
)%‘ F3 1063
1220 JaE ExLw) residence
grd H 1 1644
1221 A ZH\ difference
;'i-; 1 1643
1222 (EUN W72 majestic; magnificent
=N
i 1 1645
1223 HERE T longitude and latitude
fﬁf xA 1646
1224 B i 1392\ defense
ﬁﬁr‘: N 1647
1225 = AL South Korea
= * 529
1226 AL slw journalist; reporter
., ¥ 24 525
1227 ma HE acquaintance
HC >z oneself




MIXED GROUPS | 155

E x 526
1228 25 ETA source
% a ¥ 1
7f: 354
1229 i SARES century
= * 599
1230 S EHw) mourning
/(8! e 527
1231 Tz B queen
EE N 1436
1232 TN LA worry; concern
:[ji N 723
1233 a3 ZHIA steep hill
}i INTRTY 722
1234 S TADA animosity; antipathy
AL tlIA conspiracy; rebellion
) 7o AbD cloth; textile
The second reading is rare. The compound in the final read-
ing combines an on-yomi and a kun-yomi.
7[:& INVINY 724
1235 AR ToldA griddle; grill
VN QR D AR DI E OV notice board
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/ﬁ}i INY 726
1236 e AR selling

Hﬁ INY 1213
1237 HiRpcL: LwolEAL»  publishing company

Ig}i Ny 1294
1238 B ZALA Osaka and Kobe

and a baseball team.

The Japanese commonly take one character from the name
of two places or organizations and then turn the result into
an on-yomi compound which then represents the two origi-
nal words. In this example, the result is the name of a large
corporation that runs a railway, a department-store chain,

ﬁ}i NV 943 1473
1239 TR Zl3A rice; meal; dinner
i@ N 725
1240 e ~AL reply; answer
/1 }i 7 2160 966
1241 ) POA mask
f—r VA 1225
1242 FIE LLwA contradiction
j‘;% A 1227
1243 % Lt office work
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==
FE U 1228
1244 oL LA dispersion; dissipation
7%16 Ja=ay 1007 1226
1245 S CwHEH judo
T 1299 gentleness; mildness
% TT T 945,1082,1139 781
1246 i THA five minutes
H5 L&A oneself
Koy AAREN greatly; considerably
» ','\ ~
*}J 4 1358
1247 BoR SAFED powder
G .
7@3 7 920
1248 oyt SAE dissension; controversy
e .
e T 2028
1249 gy BANE atmosphere; ambience
7 Ry 978 1449
1250 WA IFAZN dwarfed “bonsai” plants
g vrrer 1157 782
1251 Bz (VI E! destitute; poor
'2E DAK rich and poor
1252 SEAR AR distribution
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jjﬁ 1 ¥ 1764
1253 = Zo& national flag
L ¥ 1763
1254 L LIOHE Japanese chess
% x 1767
1255 5N A fundamental
;E:E Es 2158 1765
1256 = Mo academic term
/ﬂj{ ¥ 1762
1257 FERK ¥ fraud
% -y 1131 1766
1258 P W2 Japanese checkers
(‘E £ Y 369
1259 & BADK shallow or superficial learning
5% v 368
1260 Et5 EAEA cash; money
E§ tr 1286
1261 FLER CodA praxis; practical
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%

1262

e 367

G SAIEL pier; landing-wharf

The exemplary compound includes a kun-yomi.

ﬁ% e 1114 808
1263 B EAhh “What a pity!”
’é}‘ 5451  1070,1088 744
1264 B TwbA Taiwan
=f BATAN 3 (vehicles)
N
= g4 745
1265 B 72nWE1) sloth; indolence
AN
=) 54 748
1266 (53] Eva matrix
‘Z’é,‘ vF 1099 747
1267 HIGEEY OWEL7 Meiji Era (1868-1912)
ER/S LHA law and order
ﬁ‘ v 747
1268 Vi) IFALTE primitive
$$ /N 1060 1654
1269 Praei LAMARA  Japan’s superexpress
“Bullet Train”
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:l: g 1648
1270 T PAHI low tide; ebb tide
1:IJ 7 1650
1271 JEF1) Lwdh A weekly (magazine)
H: 7 1651
1272 T WAL perspiration
H:l: g 1649
1273 Ji 22 WAL essential
$1: T 1090 1652
1274 FIF A 5 (houses, buildings)
JE= YN 1147 1653
1275 piigEs PVHA seashore
E rA-Fay 103
1276 h ENMAR father and elder brother(s)
hiER EpH720» brothers (and sisters)
Note that the primitive element . does not figure as a mem-
ber of this group, but is used later as a signal primitive from
FRAME 1390.
B TA-Fay 434
1277 Wi g horse racing
el E&HT) competition
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(ﬁ" Fav 145
1278 i &L general conditions
ffﬁ" varay 1089
1279 i L 54 blessing
N LwHE celebration
EE az 104
1280 ) ZoX self-denial

The final six frames of SEcTION B merit careful study. Some of the readings
were learned earlier. A few of them will be met with only rarely. In any event,
the complete list is presented here.

H: BATay 704,983 1555
1281 et AW teacher

—4 Wolk) one’s life; lifetime
ﬁi tA-ay 707 1557
1282 W44 o one’s full name

53 [ ) farmer; peasant
‘l‘% X A-ay 705 1558
1283 LA [BaSEa woman

14455 LEHRA nature; disposition
EIEIE. tA-ay 706 1556
1284 R HFnE a “sign” of the zodiac

A HEHLL) Venus; morning star
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}iéé o 709 1560
1285 ANERE S2EIEA real estate

ﬁF’{I‘ A 708 1569
1286 Tk Edw sacrifice

C. REMAINING MIXED GROUPS

As indicated earlier, this final class of mixed groups is by far the most diffi-
cult and—unfortunately—the most numerous. Despite the many exceptions,
it pays to learn these characters in their respective groups. Fortunately, a good
number of the characters included for the sake of completeness have already
been learned under another rubric.

As before, characters that have more than one standard reading are treated
in full here with exemplary compounds provided for each of their readings.

iﬂj‘ T 956,1004 515
1287 H4 59 map
= CLA earthquake
{ﬂ_’{ 7 516
1288 CR() TAL battery
)'J‘.ﬁ vtk 1045
1289 FE1T L) enforcement; excecution
i i S alms; offering (to a priest)
'm Y 38
1290 HwrE el Yasushi (personal name for
aman)
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/Tm 4 1132 961

1291 (YN 72lZAh outsider; stranger
il a 998 904
1292 B OHD secret
%‘/IZ‘ SR 636
1293 WAPR [ ) urination; urinary

SaRlA AU secretion
N

A ey 999 635

1294 Vo (3@l necessary; need
fﬂ ar 718
1295 AL [BIEN uncle

The exemplary compound is normally read L.

{,ﬁz vay 721

1296 ETRL Twlwl chastity
AL
B 4 719
1297 e Akl coach; director
7}'_:& NACAE e 720
1298 R SN DESS retreat into silence
i FEEW retreat into silence
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%‘E A 840 481
1299 EH BAVA phoneme
T;lz‘ FoAy 1022 479
1300 RS BAHK music
Gty S0A Gospel
Hg- 7 480
1301 AL HAX memorization
2-/@: 1 1101 461
1302 figes DA seashore
'l{@ HA 625
1303 i ZHn remorse
/-H_a.: ~A 1031 458
1304 :H Flh every day
Hﬂ; A 460
1305 MEAE =RV plum blossoms
i 7 989
1306 (123 BN humiliation; disgrace
ﬁﬁ[ vr 459
1307 Tk DAL brisk; prompt
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@
B

1308

IZAZ W

prosperity

1337

Pay special attention to the following group of 12 kanji, made up of 2 read-
ings and 2 exceptions. This is a unique group whose mastery now will save you
much confusion later. Be careful not to include FRAMES 508-509, where the
present signal primitive figured as part of a larger signal primitive.

Bjj R 1302

1309 K i Eran defense

;"f:ﬁ R 1357

1310 W 1THEE spinning (cloth)

;[jj‘ KRR 492

1311 HE 1355 Buddhist priest; bonze

Yibeh  13obrA young master; greenhorn

ﬁjj R 491

1312 I 139H% interference; obstruction

iyl Ay 494

1313 i Li3)H fat

/f% R 1015

1314 ! ITHEA marks indicating emphasis,
similar to italics in Western
typesetting
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R 1078

1315 Bk  PAITFIBE)  secretary general
jj Ry 490
1316 J7 T 1IIDA direction
I 2 493
1317 FE 135 your kind offer
2 A 495
1318 B 13HDA formal visit
i =
1319 IR M ANTE deeply felt emotion
%ﬁ 7 1883
1320 Wik ASED laying out (e.g., rails)
fil 7 078
1321 fififiE ) value; worth
% va 832
1322 & 135 neglect; leaving unattended
ﬁ[—_lﬁt NEV 811
1323 A5l HnL i procreation
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1‘@ vary 205
1324 LiliLY) Li{HDZA botanical garden
IE. Far-ox 73
1325 (=] HIlHA confrontation
EE LLHLE honest; frank
T b 937 504
1326 HaL £H&L) Tokyo
{ [N 506
1327 R EINFO freezing
b L 1044 1343
1328 HHRE NAL®) practice
,ﬁ% L 2030
1329 R4 NAZAL®D  alchemy
Bﬁ T 1301
1330 2]l LANLD display; exhibit
‘I‘E T 1128 267
1331 ERA L)% injection

)[} Far 268

1332 A TALY) telephone pole
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E} F o 1982
1333 BEHLY; Hw)lelk) parking lot
=] Fary
1334 & Hw) notes; endnotes
EE A 977 266
1335 FA LwlCA one’s husband
PiE Eoka Buddhist priest
{JI_ Var 995 954
1336 BT CwIls address; residence
an 7 880
1337 E5 B4 round trip
% =S vav 800
1338 P WL dress; costume [rare]
f‘g’ say 796
1339 SE FTALL) reward or prize
(=1 ay 985
1340 W18 L) indemnity; compensation
’l%u’ vay 801
1341 HE Leld) conductor (on a bus or train)
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Y Var 983 799
1342 EloE (R3] extraordinary; emergency
= F 1040 798
1343 o LED dining hall
PRatN
v, b 797
1344 55t L&) ruling political party
EE[ e Rl Ay 14,1006, 2163 1105
1345 Hik WH reason; origin
HH Bl freedom; free
‘ZEH L 1039 1107
1346 yaplii HED oil
ﬁgl’ Ty 1109
1347 FH B9 universe; space
j?EH Fay 1106
1348 EIIES HeIL L) abstraction
$Eh > 1112
1349 B LK axle; wheel
%[H ay 1108
1350 T LwiLw hands-in-one’s-sleeves
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,’% 7 291
1351 %H <L each one; each person
1‘% 77 2159 292
1352 1A% REARV/ES character; nature
%EJ o 1624
1353 A AJRYINS (government) cabinet
,]'7%_' *xrH 1097 294
1354 BEIA  BER(SA guest
s D& passenger; tourist
& 77 1350
1355 IR Fzl (logical) coherence
\—]%: 77 299
1356 ik (T comic storytelling
fi% 57 1433
1357 i3 59 dairy farming
H]% VX7 570 293
1358 D% abbreviation
1359 e BADK sum total
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%‘ Nt 936 1256
1360 & AIBES doctor
=1 Dy 1257
1361 Hilb L5 boiling
% NE| 1259
1362 B IFW&EoLk  police station
% NE| 1260
1363 ¥z KALL “Indian summer”
0 NE| 1261
1364 B L&z (various) countries
% F3 1258
1365 EH Hrls author
5%‘ T3 1262
1366 5% L) foolhardy courage
-,"f% va-ra 966 1344
1367 —ih Vol together
THHH Ltk heartstrings; emotionalism
B Ry 990, 1074 1846
1368 HUHR £l Kyoto
#Ha DI conditions
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E% b 1254
1369 e &3 gambling
B}% i =l 1150 1300
1370 N 7209 sun
The signal primitive at play in this and the following frames
has its own reading, as was learned back in FRAME 1137.
H
T,i] v 664
1371 1854 o hoisting; raising
i Far 544
1372 NI 72nbd colon; large intestine
‘27J—J‘ N 546
1373 £ atYay! boiling water
ji% vay 1020 545
1374 T ZHLLH factory
7= .
7% vay 996
1375 BE LIHHs wound; injury
ﬁg{ T 958 846
1376 T #k HEHTO subway train
;‘@_ T 847
1377 EEvS ZHTo change; shakeup
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9& P4 1061 845

1378 HAL Lo discourtesy
ﬁﬁi T 903
1379 e 5oLk order; discipline
J[i\#; # NGO 47
1380 i (ESC:oV philanthropy
L LI gambling
zﬁ_ﬁ; NG 227
1381 AT 13on peppermint
;(ﬁ%: INT 1376
1382 WA 2L restraint; restriction
Sk .
VEL 2 949
1383 HE 13X bookkeeping
ﬁ:‘f TTATA 890
1384 FNEE  Le)TADW  shopping street
B MNED thoroughfare; highroad
ZE A 157
1385 A L&HD3w lifetime; one’s life
::'é A 198

1386 HER T cinnamon
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::E A 155
1387 E£T Iz Keiko (personal name
of a woman)
::'é 71 970
1388 (ER(d ME excellent piece of
work
%?J‘ AN 156
1389 Hfa 5989 envelope
B 1EHFA feudalism
Eéj it L 1618
1390 = ZOBALD  reading room
‘I‘;ﬁ‘ x> 619
1391 i L FAZD delighted; satisfied
E‘FE v 1058 499
1392 G| oD explanation
i) A 577 895
1393 i BEA taxes
@ZE T A 500
1394 S ZWTA acute; sharp-witted
H% 7 498
1395 JA 720 tax evasion
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*E B ay 1461
1396 KR 72NZA large garden radish
'IE av 1460
1397 TR M A regret; remorse
BE Ty 1466
1398 HERR TIFA infinity
HE Ty 1467
1399 ARER WAZW) eyeball
B IR HVITA Buddhist ceremony for
consecrating a new image
SR F> 974 1459
1400 AT XAZH bank
1B oA 1465
1401 ROR Tolz\n» withdrawal; retreat
SIZ v 711
1402 X G LTA branch office or store
1‘3’2 v 713
1403 & L&) branch and leaf; nonessentials
i
1404 [lFEES L7 limbs; members
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*jz F 712
1405 g EDH technical skill
ﬂlj'i * 772
1406 Nk % &5 forked road
» vav 106
1407 AR LiHhA child; juvenile
(,ﬂ:\ >ay 372
1408 L L) negotiations
b vay 647
1409 Wik L&HAL selection; excerpt
fjé\ Tavu-tA 1125 124
1410 R bANLE) Ministry of Science and
Education
& AN reflection; consideration
ﬁ@‘ A 1049, 2153 117
1411 T 3al9) sugar
%}‘ Yay 1139 899
1412 Fi% S 5 seconds
Zz /‘ REL 123
1413 Y ERL) queer; curious
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ﬂi% K77 1127 371
1414 el 139 sidewalk

ey KR rate; ratio

He BN a pawn (in Japanese chess)
gg Ly 862
1415 2555 I NoEIDA inferiority complex

Although the readings in the following group will both be familiar, it is helpful
to see them together.

/ég F 54 1116 1239
1416 B ALY 2 No.1
;F’, T A 544 1240
1417 T <L disciple

S ] &2 brothers (and sisters)
& [« 802
1418 B MK sarcasm
%& | 807
1419 B [Or:A damage; harm; injury
i v 883
1420 e [ equinox
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g = 1688
1421 e 7 U059 fatigue
;J?}{E | 805
1422 P UAIRA wedding reception
)i 2 806
1423 T e ITEA bankruptcy
(}—\]i A 18 803
1424 iR TAE radio waves; air waves
7
1425 HYE AINE old woman
/fj[i A 1633
1426 HEAY [EURNS haiku poem
%5 A 1637
1427 ki A A one’s senior
H ~
1428 HeKE IvdnrA water pipe; conduit
;”5 v 983 1653
1429 I (ORI emergency; extraordinary
?DE\ | 1635
1430 Al A pessimism
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}i‘ v 1638
1431 P BE BALS doors (of a gate)
glcl-é A 983 1636
1432 RIS WHE guilty
f_‘l':: v 158
1433 FH U within the temple precincts
¥ v 660
1434 SCFF Le backup; support
ﬁ‘: v 976
1435 e CLw) chamberlain
152 v 970 159
1436 K¢ ChA time
i v 346
1437 FA LCA poet
f# Lt 1034 879
1438 BEF Loz invitation
%‘5 N 945
1439 5% ok inferior
—:jb: 4 1065 246
1440 Ll o special
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IS A [N 1153 1440
1441 05 £H5 bean curd; tofu
RE 72ng soybeans
E N 1684
1442 KRG TARAE)  smallpox
%ﬁ N 1629
1443 i) AL battle
)Z,;,\j NZAN 1703
1444 Bk E9A4 registration
B EEA mountain climbing
EE [NZANZS 1081 1441
1445 JeHH FALD forefront; van
HH BAE leading (in singing)
BH 39 headache
L & 1443
1446 i 13IHhA bumper year
v );.'g,\j Fay 1704
1447 HTE Fnbr) limpid; clear
95_?!': 4 1442
1448 A 7oA short temper
glé =l 547
1449 *E £95%9 wool
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(E|§ =l 1047 549
1450 [liipES B the West; Occident
7[% v 933
1451 it 5% aspect; phase
% a7 1479
1452 R ZwHdH rest and recuperation
J_Z::'é Sy 1325
1453 2B I ceramics manufacturing
*jé ay 1088
1454 SEFEHL lIoLeHb cradle; birthplace
%ﬁf{ Tav 550
1455 FEHE LEHSW details; particulars
ﬁﬁl_f‘ r 551
1456 ik LARA fresh
% N 45,1111 548
1457 FES 12V Niimi (surname)
EN LA beautiful woman
T TAFay 1064 91
1458 T T civility; courtesy
—TH 259 city block no. 2
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HEIT Fav 92
1459 LIPN HINZA merchant (class)
];E\ Fav 94
1460 THR HEH)TA apex; summit
ﬁ:‘ Fav 591
1461 WP FALL) prefectural office
L
i 73 194
1462 iRy HrXA (bank) savings
J:T N 1134 165
1463 BT TAED) electric light
5 7A 339
1464 FIIE TV correction; revision
1
1465 181 7289 a fall (from power)
HK va 819
1466 & Lol= adoption or rejection
@ v 820
1467 IR Lo hobby; pastime
EEQ‘ A 821
1468 AT BWLA latest; newest
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JJTH% I 822
1469 W EDZW photographing
[X 7 1696
1470 X H region
EE(: 7 1983
1471 JeBik FAL harbinger; forerunner
[Xk v 1699
1472 DR BILw) Europe
[X% T 1698
1473 EFT 8572 blow; assault
)Hz 2 1697
1474 Hx iy T pivot
;E Y 1068 1664
1475 FIR R 2L promise
iE_E V4 1023 1669
1476 FHERE  Z9%2<E9H5  highway; expressway
—%'?__Lg XA 1206 1670
1477 ik HrHyEwn adjustment
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ﬁj‘] Far 1667
1478 EeLul LErbad imperial proclamation
159 v 1668
1479 Bt ZHT alienation
*E\ vl 1665
1480 fEiH LABW reliance; trust
N vy 785
1481 LNURI L&HBidv  pine, bamboo, and plum
A word of explanation about the explanatory compound in
this frame: because of their resistance to the winter cold, the
pine, bamboo, and plum often appear together in end-of-the
year decorations. From there, they have come to be associ-
ated with festive occasions in general.
%‘Z\\ vay 787
1482 EiSN ZLy) legal suit
i\\ avy 1015 784
1483 N ZHRA public park
IS
53 Y 786
1484 EE ] 2989 venerable old man
I 74 665
1485 L TWHA proposal; proposition
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j;—% 714 390
1486 ] Q) dike
IEL% v 576 388
1487 sedk RO absolutely; by all means
% 54 1038 389
1488 M DATEN problem
'ﬁ:}‘( Az 792
1489 e I3 craving; appetite; ambition
w eV 789
1490 e Lo bathing room
7N ay 788
1491 [Fe WwHZL deep ravine; glen
1@ Vi 1143 968
1492 firsk Kz slang; vulgarism
%%t a7 793
1493 AR i) surplus; breathing room
:I%lb R N /4 1184
1494 o HELD bygone days
S8 ZALRL past and present
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%g: ¥ 1567
1495 =f ZHE census registration
'I:El: ¥ 1187
1496 T SEEUR narrow defeat
ﬁ% 4 1185
1497 Fhan T mix-up; mistake
/ﬁé[b N/ 1186
1498 4 Leo&A debt; liability
% VA 1188
1499 HiE <5 measures; steps
‘ZE‘ 7 1054 143
1500 AT o life; livelihood
¥ 7 661
1501 WG 135> all-embracing; comprehensive
%‘ £y 41
1502 vin RAED eloquence
§ 7 947 344
1503 Bk TAb telephone
E v 988 1497
1504 L CTA dictionary
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[l 7A 611
1505 REE ZpHlFn recess; rest
—T; 3 1133 1593
1506 T L84 reservation
e
T = 1595
1507 TH4 FEA deposit (in a bank)
f% va 1594
1508 I3 3¢ CaRA preface (to a book)
i v 954 1596
1509 BrER RE9) baseball
IKI% Va3 1027 1658
1510 548 CaAiv exception; exclusion
ik XqulV cleaning
%X Ve 1660
1511 PR LxLL epic
1%
4 o
/fé:t V3 1659
1512 AT LxZ9 “Go Slowly!”
‘2_4% k 1663
1513 [ergis ! painting; coating
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i{:f‘. I 1661
1514 s Ebw) halfway; on the way
é‘? 3 1657
1515 #H i3 empty space (in a
painting)
7]<j‘ HA 683
1516 Liey) L&\ gathering data or material
Ej‘ FA A 1046 682
1517 W TNEA one’s possessions or wealth
igin IS AEN wallet
;‘F A 1094 681
1518 RF TAZ genius
Eﬁ ~A 1623
1519 P ANWTA closing time (of a shop)
i * 662
1520 EiFtiiEcy LEL# conductor (of an orchestra)
j}fﬁ * 302
1521 b0 ZHE splendor; dazzling brilliance

E 74 301

1522 i PCA navy
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@A_ a4 1067 303
1523 JEH) IAED exercise; sports
E'%z‘ X A-ay 78 1534
1524 HAE FhA youth
s A8 verdigris; green rust
y '%3 R ENVE Ly 1535
1525 KA HFWLA mind; psyche
N NI indolence; sloth
ﬁ%‘ tA1-av 8o 1539
1526 g4 o clean
HiE LEHLE) purity; innocence
==k SN
e YA 83 1536
1527 HIFE LAAW application; petition
L3 ALA building; construction
%3 XA 81 1538
1528 R HWTA clear skies
% XA 82, 834 1540
1529 il L standstill; stationary
: %: raw 84 1537

1530 J&TE MALE) feelings; emotions
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i Fav 349
1531 Cle HEL condition; state
EJZ Fav 1710
1532 15 HEHE) sculpture; statue
}%J vav 317
1533 M JE ZAL®) circumference
i}%l vay 1018 318
1534 1B [ Lw)nA week
'g Y % 74 1522
1535 %4 /Nt pertinent; relevant
The signal primitive above has no Chinese reading, as we
learned back in FRAME 64o0.
21} A 1523
1536 HHZ) TEAHN impeachment
)B/Z Vi 1520
1537 AN <LA nucleus
3/2” az 1521
1538 S [Dlatqoyi<) timetable
{}5:? 75 A 1731
1539 R gy economy; economics
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)3,% A 1732
1540 i Lyswn private study; library
=z
)= XA 1729
1541 e AN ) homophony
%H wat 1730
1542 Ve FAS N cleanser; laundry soap




CHAPTER 8

Readings from Useful Compounds

WE HAVE done everything we can with the signal primitives but are still left
with 701 frames to complete our study of the Chinese readings. Now we return
to the procedure followed in CHAPTER 6, focusing on the exemplary com-
pounds. Many of the words that appear in the following 237 frames are not
common to everyday conversation, but they are all words that you will meet
frequently in everyday reading materials such as newspapers, magazines, bill-
boards, street signs, and menus. If you have studied the language formally for
a half a year or more, you will probably know at least a third of them already.

75% N 1705
1543 FEH FoBA pronunciation

I 7 114 76
1544 KL 72 carpenter

] 7 422
1545 MR 1) Japan’s “rainy season”

%‘ aw 1252
1546 R NoY:5Y9 plan; idea being considered

% v 1554
1547 EiE FALTD (national) constitution
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@ A 1047 1602
1548 Sl MAZ the “Kansai” district

H%‘{ ko 538
1549 K7 EADD pork cutlets

i}_['s AA 924
%?\: 77 614
1550 RS BV trouble; inconvenience

= S~

% 2 1910
1551 1% VLA jury

icgn INA 831
llz vavy 1510
1552 B EeLw) bribery; buying off

5E [N 522
EL‘L U2 2104 431
1553 IRVA &> independence

)7%‘ A 1796
JJ: v 20 370
1554 BE 1L (BN repeal; abolition

j: N 987 150
1555 Tt 5} tract of land
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|:[ avy 2098 11
1556 N LAZH population

% T 1632 261
1557 RE TADH (Japanese) Emperor

*% I 1951
HjJ NE] 1782
1558 33| AALX assistance; financial aid

H = 757
H ot 31 612
1559 HIE ZlFv reciprocal

\{‘}TE N 1855
1B b 1773
1560 IRIE FA dispatching (e.g., a delegate)

A =av 779
1561 N 1ZWHNA admittance into a hospital

ED% REL 436 20
1562 WiH HINTH the morrow

/f L/‘ A 110 1008
jF}J:E vay 923
1563 fbpi=s FLIHILD “powder room”
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j{ 7 824 838

ﬂ% 7 1151
1564 Feli 595 man and wife; couple

E‘ va 70
*B avy 2063,2088 209
1565 =R Lwlt) prime minister

zz 1 23 396
77[35 A 931
1566 KHH VB clothing (generic term)

Jal N 973 64
1567 Tii% IFAE “Hip, hip, hurray!”

4EuE,{\ v 605
1568 Y LE) thought; ideas

i—]_‘_& v 280
1569 ST CAZL speedy; prompt

l—F’: ~A 2038 1484
j:/:j F 160
1570 Py ANNEA an average

LE A 2041 58
i N 436

1571 VR CE child; juvenile
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ﬁzli 714 2231 1814
%R D/ 1908

1572 iR bzl interpretation

/'ﬂ 7 65

1573 3] HAL complaint

/ﬁ( Fary 965
E[ o 561

1574 ANE| EpIHLD holiday; day off

4Ju

/f pra /4 2156 884

1575 Dk LRKL& city hall

% vy 559

1576 =S 1ZLw) recruiting

%‘jﬁ AV 2119 833

1577 a4 1doEA fine; penalty

(A 1 955

1578 AT HV position; status

e £y 672

1579 [ERE7 Lo direct; immediate

FEﬁ T 396 1620

1580 it HITA public world; society
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If}]" A 1136
1581 b7 IATEA decision
l:lI:l{I vy 23
1582 HBHS LIOUA  office supplies
ﬁ A 7 28
1583 i (2w second generation
% N 1948
1584 F 5 iAES peninsula
ﬂ"ﬁif’ vary 817
1585 35| L@AMNA instant; blink of the eye
:‘LE P4 561
1586 HEAT LAZ) advance; progress

A
ﬂz 7A 1032 1711
7\ vF 353
1587 T L form; formality
=/ N
VAR vy 2110 1100
1588 T Lw)Er) religion
7_57? H 1781
1589 A Lo investigation; research
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H:ﬁg ‘}5"7 827
1590 NTES 29697y public hearing

*T Y 208
1591 WA HLEHZh towns and villages

;{ﬂi:" T4 1370
1592 Hhk L)l (television or radio) relay

E v 2206 848
1593 KE 720l A cabinet minister

Eﬁ 714 1622
1594 FTHH AV break (in a deadlock)

%2 TA 1712
1595 b7 AVED) influence

JIE Ty 392
1596 st AAE postponement; adjournment

{Ei? I 2007
1597 TH ZAED address; speech

a7 1604 1426
1598 15 5 5ol revival; rehabilitation

= b 1764 335
1599 =W IFAD (press) statement
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Ve

# N 1413
1600 i pH 1T AN sphere; range

T avy 97
1601 #®r Lw))x) conclusion; ending

H% T 1641
1602 PEaSirs ol decision (of a contest)

4V 37 174
1603 AR ZUEA blackboard

Favy 1598 1426
1604 B EL)H interest; appeal

IH Far 35
1605 151d 50X restoration; restitution

= 7 63
1606 fi ENATY charge; burden; responsibility
N4 ry 366
1607 EIIRz HUFA reduction; curtailment

gﬁ =0 952 1235
1608 RS ZHE)H armed robbery

;F(Q a4 2116, 2225 1493
1609 FI# Lo suicide
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7}% A 1515
1610 2B LW position (on an issue)

{,ﬁ F3 2117 172
1611 IHEES ErEp) fishing industry

;‘%l?'\] 7 2020, 2040, 2168, 2170 1356
1612 UL Lw)D?H receipts; harvest (of crops)

i) v 1446
1613 8ar Lwh> establishment; creation

ﬁ#‘ Fav 974,2234,2238 873
1614 1TEL EYegReany (governmental) administration

z E N 1414
1615 LA AU A criminal; offender

ETXL R 708
1616 55 \FAED large-scale construction

2 77 950
1617 et IFAHEL small-scale construction

HE | 1756
1618 R (OR339 fertilizer

R v 666 471
1619 KIT CITA dimension
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% P4 1248
1620 HE CLA oneself; personally
)E T 1925
1621 FEhe lZoTA development; expansion
9 1\ 7 962 111
1622 H1FE T surgery
2H.

F 4 876
1623 s L&&d income; earnings
=R

5 7A 1130 314
1624 A P& (economic) boom
E Jary 1720 1675
1625 YL L) important; weighty

= / vay 1487
1626 R QEHDAD critic; commentator
/fz_{ A 2226 971
1627 R AT dependency
12:'[_\‘ | 1218
1628 5E O\ denial; negation
% D% 1572
1629 HIE cLo fact
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fﬁ& A 1341
1630 HHEHERT  ©OWEWLA  Meiji Restoration

Eﬁ A 528
$ i 1893
1631 o RAY/NY reform; reformation

% av 1557 261
1632 B ZH&x Imperial Palace

j?ﬁ‘ v 1130
1H7 vay 1680
1633 i HFoli) negotiations

3 v 394
1634 ek &z foundation; basis

’f i TV 1136 963
1635 F=KFR FATA publicity; propaganda

{Ijﬁ < 1169
1636 i FAD in full bloom

“Zj“} Sl 1378
HE F 896
1637 Mozl HBZA kindergarten
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J E avy 620
ﬁk Fay 43,2157 1016
1638 (EVN ZHEWH permanence; perpetuity

é 4 51

J],E‘]l v 1458

1639 JEER T Lx{7{ZA  tablesalt

% R 709
1640 g IINTFE attack

%é & 2223 1881
1641 F) 2 Nz profit; gains

i@ VA 1268
1642 FERN DNEP) pursuit

% = 1238

&~

)Eﬁ Sy 1181

1643 #H (%! expenses

?E 5 651
1644 4 VARAYVARY reclamation (of wasteland)

e A 687
1645 Hons Pz portable

%’Q Say 488 1976

1646 EE-d EL1) weather
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B a 450
1647 (R ZALA disorder; confusion
% raw 298
1648 58 [DISR N treaty
ﬁi T 959
1649 HR CitA affair; matter
f[L]J av 183
1650 = W29 intention; inclination

[‘.
pas b 947
1651 K3 Pk reply; answer
%}% 74 1549
1652 BHy DRGNS contract; agreement
;:? VA 1139
1653 HEEFR &z indictment
g ¥Fa 569
1654 Eaan) =AY/ permission
%\ N 340
1655 Ak EHE debate; discussion
g 2 vV 1724
1656 B2 LAED medical examination
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J: ay 2220 49
1657 Vi E A% above; more than

$$ va 1679
1658 A Lwk\» kind; type

TE ¥ 758
1659 M ETA abstention (from voting)

% R 1079
1660 i JEA HASRIE electric fan

{@ v 1428

1661 HAH IZIZAL Y Japanese saké

A v 902
1662 FANT. LYo privately owned and run

;ﬁ ATy 2097 929
1663 B FINK mathematics

’f% TA 987
1664 T L& sponsorship; promotion

/f Eﬂj 7] 1603
1665 S T fixed price

%ﬁ =Ry 1044
1666 Bty EA) monetary circulation; credit
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1674 TRpk LADA

1667 Tz L& the four seasons

§ H 523
1668 T ALY sericulture; raising silkworms
ﬁ 2 946
1669 TH FEA budget

il?g Vv 1120
‘f’_g’ /4 1365
1670 PR 5 manhunt; search

% Tx7 2131 555
1671 FAE ErBR< arrival (of a plane, train, etc.)

T b 287
ilg ) 1848
1672 JHFL AT union; federate state

av 579
%& F 1580
1673 PR AN distress; difficulty

77"7?( 24 197
7[7}{ ) 196

woods and forests
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%l‘é 4 1319
1675 B0 Lol breakthrough; surmounting
(7% * 1245
% t 509
1676 CES BEA pollution

;?i\. A 1364
1677 A BHNED spiraling; continuous increase

Q N 706
1678 B &V voting; poll
;EE el 1160
1679 eREii] AARES arrest; apprehension
=R Y 525 1737
1680 AE=R DI efficiency
J:j—% av 1200
1681 e BALL) entirely destroyed by fire

<
R A 167
1682 JeE SRV calamity; disaster
/fi U 566 874
1683 fES e ESl)e] the law




208 | REMEMBERING THE KANJI 2

ﬁ: A 1769 1815
1684 il YAV reopening; resumption

jt v 238
1685 N HWITA pet dog

VIR Fa 71
1686 Gk EAZxEH  goldfish bowl

T@ Far 1797 1903
1687 it Hokrd positive

;‘i’*@ £ 1754
1688 itfhkS iz absolute; unconditional

;lflj[; a 2086 1969
1689 TR Lol taking up a job

HE 54 2005
LN

1690 e 7oy attitude; manner

‘%733 JERy; 17 1423
1691 S DA studying abroad

f]&):} VE] 404
1692 2| Sl first; initial

EI:EIH *v 1114
1693 X BILw) confiscation; forfeiture
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’Eﬁ R 2089 1464
1694 ZRH E3ine) season
% 4 948
1695 B HnE (government) policy
% iy 1505
1696 B 2954 happiness
R sy 466
1697 RS, IFoTA defect; negative point
E aw 125
1698 JEA: ZoEwn public welfare
}‘_\‘é’ TA 326
1699 ek ZHRW glory; honor

i )7 854
1700 i IEF DAL special; extraordinary
i‘l‘,fl: Tvr 1959
1701 PULL A Ex{TA reversal; turnabout
$ﬁ v 1093
1702 ik L&D inspection
tfl‘i N4 329
1703 i 1Z<L (Protestant) pastor
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i T 2108 1810
1704 T <% devil

% "t 1137 1051
1705 w5 Fown easy; facile
1706 ZTH® VDA committee

5[:': ay 44,1951 1806
1707 Kt TALE ceiling

+7 2132 928
1708 XA BLEA wife (form of address)

% raw 1784
1709 I\ Ee21M ) 8 (tatami) mats in size

E R 48
1710 s EHA monopoly

7FL a4 212
1711 gALE AnESLE ticket checking or punching

?&_‘: % 1748
1712 Fem LoNA lovelorn; unrequited love

% H 638
1713 T AT 5 nurse
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7?3% av 2095 911
1714 A HAZ) incense

- —s
;Jl::l T 1131
1715 i TOHK (Western) philosophy
il:_ll 7A 1702
1716 #ol AT welcome
% & 699
1717 —4 Vot one vessel (counter for ships)
ﬁmk 74 1085
1718 EERE EOAH AR Dear Sir/Madam: (formal

letter salutation)

J N A 604
1719 B MmAL% a patient
_‘ﬁk vy 1439
E: Fa 1625 1675
1720 B ZAHE) esteem; respect
5 77 338
1721 Hh gk [Dhre hell
_T:’:TIZZ‘.I:;’ LA 2135 1791
1722 BHE Huvitn Holy Spirit
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Pr=—d

% iV 191
1723 T ZAH banquet

i = 00
1724 fL¥ 9L Confucius

é’—d- P4 274
1725 Wk 1IILA course of action; policy

% Ry 175
1726 & 1< chalk

i F 1888
j!ij\g £ 240
1727 RS HABL silence

5}\5]5{‘ DELY 1940
1728 KR Lwhx) game hunting

B_ﬂ_f; A 2036
1729 Ik by (A slave

ﬂ%‘ 7 1456

1730 /UN LT A “Beware the Dog!”

Eﬂ 1> 1425
EIJ 4 1069
1731 S WAED printing




READINGS FROM USEFUL COMPOUNDS | 213

%‘ i 770
E ¥ 2018, 2196 113
1732 F=yal WAEE crags; rocks

i 5 1949
1733 %5 7ZALTS heating

% VN4 1526
1734 FE, A cold wind

2% .

JK 4 771
1735 Vayr HEA coal

‘?E'k o 1788
/ch A 410 1885
1736 T Loly humidity

ﬁﬁ N 334 277
1737 ELBE LAL) Shinto

e H2 567
1738 T 52 LD certitude

e ¥ 375
1739 e EEp) (business) enterprise

7%? I 843
1740 B AN approval; agreement
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)::E tA 2109 1896
1741 7B HFLVadHn declaration; communiqué

%}( 7 1097
1742 iR LeoA loan

% N 815
1743 A Li39 death

ZT—\‘ N 2023 1086
1744 =N L indications

%}(‘ P4 2131 1506
1745 AT LoZ9 enforcement; carrying out

&}\L’ 3 297
1746 1% LESA taking care of; disposal

ﬁ( vay 1901

1747 KGR LINZA acknowledgement; recognition
E V4 1953
1748 g L} attached to; belonging to

% av 2239 1857
1749 K 72lw) the masses

ﬂ£ INY 1229
1750 & IFAHL) squad or section leader
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FM: v 1091

1751 ik AL (social) welfare

:}ﬁ 24 663

% R g 2000

1752 e FTWHEA recommendation

3)37 Ry 916
% HA 656

1753 F W7V kidnapping

Z’f{ v 1934 78

i 37 1798

1754 VL 9L right wing

;"f}‘% V7 1345

1755 JHL ot NAZY continuation

/ﬂjE 7A 1011

1756 ] [y A7) tendency; inclination

('EJ’ 7 423 1289

/:E: YAy 384

1757 e MoEHH a runway

1758 itk A hegemony; championship
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7[3% tr 264
1759 HEPAGE LImEA fire hydrant

] &4 351
1760 HKEH L&H7< consent

}i ¥ 1138
1761 HER [EURNERES ostracizing; boycott; exclusion
;—}% A 1974 1532
1762 Fk TTCE splendid; swell; neat

%@ ary 2025
1763 BRI Lol F& raid; assault

i% a4 1813 1772
% T 1599 335
1764 EE WA last will and testament

3{7/1% 4 1327
1765 N5 72ATW detective

1k

5] v 374
1766 BIiE ZHTWw» affirmation

i% Jav 564
/ﬁ?ﬁ v 1183
1767 A LA preparations
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/ﬂ% Tawy 2234 1722
1768 il L)Y repairs

ﬁ: A 1684 1815
1769 FORAE BBV A the year after next

;‘%HEI A 1363
1770 FEAE LEHEWn details

= vy 341
1771 Bk SANA drill; training

J ,ﬁ:’j. * 1230
1772 Vi &< returning to one’s country

_;E;: ~A 2105 1331
I%Q Lt 1306
1773 I3 ANz soldiers; army

v =
1774 LUN WIHLA friend

y oA 4 898
1775 B WARA emigrants; immigrants

%‘C 4 728
1776 74 7289 proper; suitable
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/fﬁl] avy 2149 1701
1777 11 LAZ) faith

oy 1018
1778 N LwICA prisoner

'ﬁ‘[é Wiy 2004
1779 ZRES FvidH2rvy  entertainment world




CHAPTER 9

A Potpourri of Readings

THE MAIN THING the kanji of this chapter have in common is that they do not fit
the previous categories and are a bit too common to leave for the final chapter.
Itis arguable that a few of the compounds might have been included in the last
chapter, and some left for the next. But there is no getting around the fact that
we have come to the point where we must enlist the full assistance of brute
memory.

To make the leftovers a little less formidable, I have cooked up a potpourri
of exemplary compounds that I hope you find interesting or instructive enough
to hold your attention while you are learning them. In some cases this has
meant choosing an unusual compound; the readings, in any event, are com-
monly used.

The peculiarly Japanese wooden clogs worn for festive occasions and
occasionally still in everyday use have been assigned characters mean-
ing “below” and “pack horse” The more common reading of the latter
character appears in the second exemplary compound.

~ z 958 50
Bk 55 1986

1780 TER 1F7z wooden clogs
FIHN {72 useless; in vain

The same character 1£ is used to form the words for solid (FE1&,Z72\3),
gas (5Uk,&72\1), and liquid.

A Tk 1038
1781 HERE ZET2 liquid
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The Darwinian principle of the survival of the fittest comes out in Japa-
nese as “the weak, the meat; the strong, the eaters”

559 vy 1236

1782 FIRERA UodE&r)LE  survival of the fittest

Appropriately, the word for smile is drawn in kanji as a “delicate laugh.”

ﬁé v 889
Pk

7~ Sam 938
1783 (€ Ly smile

A common English expression for a close resemblance is “a spitting
image” No less odd is the Japanese equivalent, which reads literally “a
cruel remembrance”

/ﬂJ\ 3 1029

1784 PR L close resemblance

Though it is a perfect homonym for the Japanese kanji for u. s. o. CKE),
this compound means rice.

L
AX az 917

1785 K AN rice (as a grain)

The standard reading of the compound in this frame has fallen into dis-
use in favor of the imported word for “barley brew”: £ —)L.

% INT 1533

1786 Z il 3<Lw beer

You will often see public signs strictly prohibiting one thing or another.
They usually contain the following compound.
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Efé v 2230 1936

1787 e FAEA “Strictly Prohibited!”

The term used in chemistry for acids of all sorts is this compound.

Eﬂu UM 1437
1788 R

=

=
=
R

NI A sulfuric acid

Like the English word iceberg, which brings together two Norwegian
words meaning “mountain of ice,” the Japanese gives a precise equiva-
lent by using two Chinese characters.

7K La 131
1789 kil DLHEA iceberg

As you no doubt realized when you first learned to write the character
for “courage,” the myth of male supremacy is built into it. Here is the
most common compound in which that character is used.

% an 1407

1790 B WHX bravery; “manhood”

The counter for volumes in a collection of books can use either the Japa-
nese reading (%, as in &—) or, more commonly today, the Chinese.

;‘% B 1207
1791 —% 72vviorA Vol

The full and proper name for Christmas—long since yielding to the
more popular katakana word 7') A~ A—is given here.

lg_% =iy, 1308
1792 PSS ZH7 A& Christmas
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The long and famous Edo Period, which ran from 1603 until 1867, is also
named after the longest of the shogunates.

4

i % 885

1793 IR EDhUAv Tokugawa Period

The common Japanese euphemism for prostitution is “selling spring” In
fact, the word spring is used in a number of expressions related to the

world of erotic pleasures and favors.

H Yay

1794 Uiz EQRIBYS prostitution

1568

Among the many traditional phrases Japanese has for ladies who “sell
spring” (see the frame above) is the following, which literally means

“playgirl”
;‘@% =Ry 2107 1047
1795 WL WHLx harlot

Those who are brought up in strict controls are referred to in Japanese as
having been “kept in a box” or—as in the following example— raised in

a “secluded inner room.”

S v

= LAZS strict upbringing

1328

1796 £

Whereas English thinks in vertical terms to classify something as “top
secret,” Japanese moves horizontally with the image of a polar extreme.

Tﬁ Ty 1903
Tl O of utmost secrecy

1797
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The generic term for aristocracy or peerage is expressed in the following
term.

B % 1771
1798 =93 &2¢ nobility

Like most Western languages, Japanese thinks of innocence and good-
ness as something “white” Since the white race was alien—even “barbar-
ian”—to the Japanese, “white” was completely devoid of radical connota-
tions.

@?@ 2y 1548
1799 B Tl integrity; innocence

Like the English word “twang,” the pronunciation of the compound for a
nasal sound almost seems to reinforce the meaning.

b g 678
1800 B OBA nasal sound

The Japanese term for a “breather” has one literally “resting one’s
breath”

4%\ Y 610

1801 RE EJOOESY rest; recess

As is often the case, an opaque English word is perfectly obvious in Japa-
nese. If you meet the English word rayon for the first time, you need a
dictionary to find out that it means “artificial silk” The Japanese is clear
from the first time one sees it.

A=
;ﬁﬁ by 1368
1802 IN | CALTA rayon
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Here is another example. Until you learned something of Latin etymol-
ogy, you would have no idea from simply looking at the term hiberna-
tion what it might possibly mean. The Japanese is crystal clear, even to a
young child.

A by 427

™~

1803 Z MR ENBA hibernation

One more example. If you look at the characters of the compound below
before looking at the meaning, you should be able to understand its
meaning precisely, even though you don’t know how to read it. The more
familiar you get with the way Chinese compounds work in Japanese, the
easier you will find it to read complex material containing terms you
have not learned before and understand it the way the Japanese them-
selves do—without constantly having to pull out your dictionary.

}—%/ S VN 1717
1804 HPEH EIWA boyish face

The Japanese compound for troglodyte presents still another example
of the transparency of Japanese. The English reader would have to be a
Greek scholar to know from the first what the word means.

’/_5_’\ iy 1316
1805 RN 1Fo&iLA troglodyte; cave dweller

The term for attraction means literally “pulling power”

5’ I sy 1232
1806 5173 VAN attraction

The compound in this frame is not one you are likely ever to use in con-
versation, though you will find it written occasionally. In typical Japa-
nese fashion, it brings together a number of kanji associated with the
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major rituals of life (coming-of-age, marriage, burial, and ancestral ven-
eration) and arranges them into a single compound.

—

JEJ: i 304
e

ME VY 816
1807 TIEZRES AT AZHIEW ceremonial occasions

The sense of excitement is communicated aptly in Japanese by the kanji
you learned for “entertainment” and “stirred up””

g
/% T 565
1808 A ZIHSA excitement

Japanese frequently creates generic terms by picking two members of
the class of things that belong to it. An example is the combination of
the characters for “stomach” and “intestines” to create the term for bow-
els.

= 1 29
1809 = Whr) bowels

In the same way that the kanji i adds a sense of vitality to {F#) (52&),
activity) and 4=3% (2742, life), it also enlivens the kanji for cheerful-
ness.

B i

1810 P Mho joviality

The very sound of the word shriek conjures up the piercing, shrill cry of
an animal. When Japanese speaks of the sound we humans make when
our voice tightens in fear, it uses the kanji for the cry of a bird in pain.

H% A 1942

1811 JEnE (X1 shriek; scream
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Japanese often combines kanji of nearly the same meaning to produce a
compound word of greater force. For example, “bending” and “folding”
join to create crookedness.

i i

1812 b ZxED crookedness

A compound can also reflect the various stages of a process that are
hidden in the English term. For instance, the word gleanings involves a
“picking up” and “passing on.”

T/ﬁ\ D=1y 2081 667

1813 it L)\ gleanings

Like the word abnormal, the Japanese compound in this frame is ambig-
uous—used for praise, pity, and criticism.

==
Je e 1797
1814 EoN W) abnormal; exceptional

In the same way that the English word discriminating can indicate a vice
or a virtue, depending on its context, the Japanese term in this frame
carries both meanings as well (though the former is the more common
nowadays).

% i 554

1815 =yl ERD discrimination

The compound in this frame is composed of two nouns, the first modi-
fying the second. This procedure, which is common also in English, was
inherited from the Chinese.

ﬁ% avy 99

1816 T D favorable criticism
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Another example of the same sort combines two kanji meaning “too
much” and “spare time” to create a term for leisure.

HE/% 7 1882

1817 el Bg/8 leisure

Although modern Japanese writes the names of most countries outside
the “kanji belt” with katakana, it is still common to see abbreviations
of the older names, especially in newspaper headlines. This frame gives

two of them.
S 54 1570
i ,
1818 EE| 72wl Thailand

iy &b East Asia

The two kanji in the compound shown below were learned in voLr.1 as
signifying respectively “artisan” and “expert” Together they combine to
mean one who has attained a high level of skill in a particular trade and

has consequently become a teacher of it.

Eﬂi 3 1269
i Sav 1693

1819 fif - LLL) master-teacher

Literally the expression in this frame refers to “building a roof atop a

roof”
= +2 1058
1820 BLEEZ%9L BLOBEITS sth wheel

There are any number of Chinese characters that have come to be used
on their own, without combining to form a compound. No attempt has
been made to single these out in the course of this book, since they are
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better learned through direct experience of the language. One of them, a
very common one, appears in this frame.

U ~v 284
1821 et A environs; neighborhood

As we noted earlier in frame 1238, Japanese likes to link the names of
two places by taking one character from each and forming a new com-
pound. Sometimes this involves putting an on-yomi where the original
names use a kun-yomi, or sometimes an on-yomi. The following example
shows both of these procedures at work.

AN 74 938 312
piE » 1332
1822 iR 1PWOA®A  Tokyo-Yokohama (railway) Line

Another example of the same usage links the names %7 (H3%)) and
i (1227270) to identify the tunnel that links the two cities.

@ B 1902

1823 HH REARVIVY Aomori-Hakodate (Tunnel)

The everyday Japanese expression for the conjunction in any case or
anyhow has been assigned kanji that mean literally “horns on the rabbit”
The word for “rabbit” appeared in a note to frame 1972 of vor. 1.

ﬁ B2 1812

1824 RAZA bl i S in any case; anyhow

For festive occasions the Japanese serve a steamed glutinous rice with
red beans.

jlﬁ ¥ 2113 1743

1825 UiN FEIFA rice with red beans
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English refers to the two halves of a game as “first” and “second,” but Jap-
anese speaks of “before” and “after”

4%

/fﬁ av 1379

1826 % ZINFA the second half

The opposite of pessimism (see FRAME 1430) is given here. The last two
characters, incidentally, are the usual way of denoting an “ism?”
/7%'% 4 981 1735

1827 WEIT R SoALWE  optimism

While we are at it, let us learn the terms for two more “isms” in Japa-

nese.
H. ¥ 1783
+ Fa 308
1828 EHEFR  NAZLwEX  opportunism

ZAFE Z95<LwE  hedonism

Another way of describing an “ism” is with the suffix 7, which carries
the particular connotation of an intellectual system of thought. Here is

an example of that usage.

ﬂﬁE aA 2164

WE) R WWAEDHA  materialism

556

1829

Like the English term wake, the Japanese carries the sense of staying up

through the night.

iﬁi v 1408
'Tﬁ% Ny 920 1037
1830 AL Sk wake; vigil
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Here we learn the name for the famous Japanese sword, world-renowned
for its strength and precise craftsmanship.

J] b7 83

1831 HAT) [MEY ) Japanese sword

Standing alongside a flowing river one day, it occurred to Confucius—as
it had to his Greek contemporary, Heraclitus—that such was the state of
all things: in constant flux, never stopping. This is captured in the fol-
lowing phrase, literally meaning “the cry of the river”

} l I R 127
TN

i o 1579

1832 N EowE  EALL)D7zA “All things are in flux”

English refers to an over-avid devotee as a “fanatic” (literally, one pos-
sessed of a temple god or demon) or, more colloquially, as a “freak” Here
is an example of how Japanese achieves the same effect.

gl N/ 1105, 2205 34
3£ Fay 260
1833 TEAL EXLEED book freak; bookworm

While Mark Anthony was content to ask for the ears of his audience,
Japanese asks for their eyes as well.

H o 818

1834 HH [BENS one’s attention

The common term for in a hurry puts together two characters of similar
meaning, a familiar device in Japanese.

E‘ UV 1836 26

1835 L Bl in a hurry; at once
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Now watch this! The repetition of two primitive-related characters takes
the same meaning, except that one is for more general use and the other

for a “quick” closing to a letter.

E‘ VA 1835 26

e
£ - 224
1836 H ke in a hurry; rushed

A %) “Hurriedly yours, ...”

Japanese refer to someone who doesn’t drink—or drinks very little—as
being “under the door” The tippler, logically ernough, becomes “over the

door”

)Ef I 1076
1837 TH Fz teetotaler
Wz L tippler

The Japanese write the kanji for swan as simple “white bird”

B Fa 1941
1838 HE [E<q=Y ) swan

The fall colors, to the Japanese, are either “red leaves” (more common) or
“yellow leaves” The pronunciation is the same.

ﬁ‘ ay 402 1750
—H
‘71% v 228

- >

Z9d9 fall colors

o

1839
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The Japanese word for a fool brings together the kanji for a horse and a
deer (the latter being an abbreviated form of the kun-yomi). The word is

apparently of Sanskrit origin; the assigning of the kanji was later.

‘% N 2221

1840 T &R fool

1978

The order that English uses for expressing things in pairs is often
reversed in Japanese. For instance, we say “food and drink,” but Japanese

says:
ik .
1841 R WAL food and drink
Or again, we say “north and south,” but Japanese says:
1613

l__‘lﬁ F 2235

1842 Ak Y IES north and south

The Buddhist monk who wanders homelessly in search of the truth is
likened to the “clouds” and “water” that move ceaselessly.

1843 £k AT novice (Zen) monk

The characterfican be used as a prefix to indicate either the sense of the
English prefix “auto-” or to refer to “oneself” An example of the former

was seen earlier (frame 1005). Here we see the latter usage.

R 4

1844 SP7N Cgwn

468

fixing one’s own meal
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We sometimes meet Japanese words that can only be used with negative
endings, even though the meaning in English is entirely positive.

ﬁn NE 2237 100
1845 = CrEwn slick; smooth

The terms for high (and low) blood pressure are constructed exactly as
in English.

Ifi s

1846 mILE 2992 high blood pressure

The character % is used commonly in Japanese as a prefix to indicate in-
laws. A similar, curious usage appears in this frame.

T
E3] S 1171
1847 ek gL false tooth

The idea of falling into one’s own trap is expressed in Japanese as “tying
oneself up with one’s own rope”

Y
}ﬁ% Tay 1377
1848 H#EM  CLxoLiEd falling into oné’s own trap

This frame should give you an idea how helpful the signal primitives can
be. The second kanji in the exemplary compound will be new to you, but
you should be able to guess its reading from what you learned earlier
(frames 704-706).

v

A Y 325

1849 R AN E W stimulants; narcotics
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The Roman Catholic pontiff is known in Japanese as the “king of the
law;” a word once used for retired emperors with Buddhist names. Japa-
nese Catholics prefer to call him the “teaching emperor” (#£).

‘Zf R 1106, 2134, 2241 751

1850 ®EE EFoy the pope

The Japanese phrase for a slowdown strike is closer to the British term
“work-to-rule” The full word for strike is A7, but it is commonly

abbreviated to its first two syllables.

) HE\ var 129
1851 ME: LwAlE) a slowdown strike

Japanese also has a word for a walkout strike:

-EH‘D% v 2032
1852 RS [OF$39) walkout; strike

The names you see on Japanese tombstones commonly end with the
character for family, the custom being for a family to share a grave site.
The Chinese reading of the kanji differs from that already learned.

—
ﬁ va 281

1853 AR ST the Fukuda family

541

Where English speaks of getting “off the ground,” Japanese speaks of

“getting on the tracks”

L *

1854 WD SEINIDD

288

getting started; inaugurating
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The piracy which has moved from the seas into the world of illegal cop-
ies and clones has made the same linguistic shift in Japanese.

ik 7

1855 IR AU A

357

pirated edition

The Japanese term in this frame is a nearly literal rendering of the French
phrase raison détre, which has found its way into English.

ﬁ Vs 578

1856 GBI ZAEWDWS  raison détre

684

The first two kanji of the compound below mean “empress” and the
last two are a term of respect. The term is reserved for the wife of the

emperor of Japan.
1861

Jo =
lg_{:[l:: ~A 1310

BIRBET  Z9Z9~w  Her Highness the Empress

1857

The Japanese equivalent of our Christmas cards are the postcards bear-
ing New Year’s greetings, all of which are supposed to be delivered on

January 1st.

;H( aw

1858 Bk L&)

239

New Year’s card

Because the abbreviated character for “happiness” is written in the form
of three t’s (%), the Japanese call the 77th birthday the “rejoicing age”

—=
=N x 1445

=
1565

ELw one’s 77th birthday
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Notice how Japanese uses an image nearly identical to the English in the
following compound.

|}
% VA 446

1860 GRS e background; backdrop

Although the Japanese now refer to their famous high-speed “bullet
train” as the “new trunk line” (see frame 1269), the English term had its
origin in a precise Japanese equivalent, given here.

}’L I 44

1861 BEAHIEE AN AL bullet train

Paddy fields under water are called simply:

H 7 14

1862 JKH FTWTA rice-paddy fields

All-absorbing enthusiasm is expressed in Japanese as an “interest
anchoring in every port.”

eSS 222 328

1863 WpE 4 Z9HALALA  bubbling with enthusiasm

Like the English word contact, the Japanese equivalent connotes a sense
of touching directly.

ﬁﬂ eV 1813

1864 FEfih ol contact

We express the idea of rising in the morning in terms of “getting up” or
“turning out,” but for the Japanese who sleep on the floor, the equivalent
term is “rising from the floor”
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J_7E av 592

1865 LEVZS &Ly getting out of bed; rising

The Japanese term for a roll call is a “point call”

[Ff- . 1485

1866 {22 TAZ roll call

One of the ways Japanese expresses the suffix “-able” is by the use of the
kanji for “power;” as we see in the following example.

1867 #7) RS buoyancy

In the same way that the etymology of the English word excellent sug-
gests something that rises above the rest of the pack, the Japanese com-
pound in this frame suggests something that “excels” by “deviating” from
the norm.

75 Sary 914
1 A 1973
1868 75 it Lo excellent

“Precious stones” become “treasured stones” in Japanese.

—

*. Ay 257
1869 T 1IHHEE precious stones

Here is another example of a compound whose meaning you can deci-
pher by recalling the key-word meanings assigned the kanji in voL. 1.

EE e 364

1870 BER  »HOTE overpowering
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In English, children have to learn where cotton comes from; in Japanese,
it is clear from the kanji.

7‘%% X 1367

1871 iY(a DAD raw cotton

The colorful Japanese phrase for giving one’s seal of approval has one
“banging out one’s judgment on a drum?”

e - 1444
1872 NG& 72nZIEA seal of approval

The two compounds in this frame offer a typical example of what a big
difference the long vowel can make in Japanese: a slight slip of the vocal
cords and a handshake turns into a foul smell.

2 7Y 1059
1873 BF HLw handshake
ER HLwH stench; bad odor

At Japanese funeral services there is often a public reading of a number
of telegrams of condolence, which it is the custom to send in Japan on
such occasions if one cannot be present.

EE' Fav 1233
1874 FE LIHTA telegram of condolence

Japanese fire alarms were traditionally described as a “half bell”

S
é'i Tavy 438
1875 S FALE) fire alarm; alarm bell
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The Japanese expression for a skyscraper takes over the English image
precisely.

T% oY 930
1876 JER EFTAS) skyscraper

The title of “professor emeritus” in Japan bestows a “name of repute.”

= 3 1939
1877 YERE OWEE)Lw  professor emeritus

The compound in this frame is a good example of how the same term
can be used for exactly opposite meanings.

1% by 999
1878 (£3i8 FoxK masterpiece; gross blunder

You will often see the following sign on a small clinic. Here again, the
meaning should be obvious even before you learn how to pronounce it.

W2y
=5 Vay 1933
1879 LN L) veterinarian

Like English, Japanese uses the craft of tempering metals as a metaphor
for spiritual and physical disciplines as well.

/\
ig{ By 1860
1880 B 7o AA temper; discipline

The character & is frequently used in Japanese as a negative prefix close
to the English “un-” but often carrying the additional sense of “not yet”

g 24 540
1881 HFR%E  LED2AFWv attempted suicide
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The Japanese term for something of an ashen color comes out as “ash-

white”
168

JK it

1882 PR=REN 72l x<  ashen colored

One of the expressions Japanese has for going on a spree or “painting the

town red” is “powerful play”

% oy 543
1883 il @) merrymaking; a spree

The Japanese expression for a wind-bell is almost an onomatopoeia:
fuuuuu for the wind and rinnnnn for the tinkle of the bell.

A
YT V% 688 1406
1884 RS SIMA wind-bell

Japanese abounds in reduplicated sounds, a number of which we have
met already. Here are four more, beginning with the word for butterfly.

E'H% Fav 521
1885 Belg N brobr)sLA Madame Butterfly

Next, a word denoting tardiness or procrastination.

e ;
1886 18 % Hh late; slow

Taking a mishap with quiet reserve—or “philosophically” as the English
idiom goes—is expressed in Japanese by reduplicating the character for

“faint”
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N 5 164
1887 w4 TeAdzh even-tempered

And finally, a curious phrase for meticulous attention, meaning literally
“grain-by-grain”

L.
Y/ DEV 922
1888 i % Ull) assiduously

The “voicing” of a kana syllable which Japanese indicates by two small
lines is referred to as the “muddying” of a sound.

18 o 835
1889 B 7 BA voiced sound

Japan’s version of the limerick—a short, witty poem—is called a “river
willow” and comprises three verses of 5,7 and 5 syllables respectively.

1{[}]] Y 1421

1890 J1A9 HAD®) satirical poem

Although the baseball world has taken over numerous American terms,
after adjusting them to suit Japanese tastes and sounds, there are still
several expressions that retain their older form. Here is one of them.

==
=2 A 1734
1891 el EHBV stolen base

Combining the characters for an “old man” and “decayed” gives us a suit-
able compound for decrepit.

Y] %ar 1243

1892 EH H)ED?) decrepit
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1”

Not unlike the English expression “Spit it out!” is the Japanese expres-

sion for speaking one’s mind.

l]:l: - 151

1893 5% bt speaking one’s mind

If you look at the carton of milk on your breakfast table, you will proba-
bly find the following compound written on it some where, perhaps giv-
ing you a better idea of what pasteurization means than you had before.

—F
* 918

1894 A SoEA pasteurization; sterilization

This character is generally used all on its own and refers to the deep
blue that you see in so many of the traditional blue-and-white Japanese
fabric designs.

G| av 1758

1895 B3 LZA navy blue

Oddly, the Japanese refer to a lightning bolt as “falling thunder”
54 425
1896 #E G bolt of lightning

Since we have already learned most of the set, let us complete the listing
of the first four of the old calendar signs still used to enumerate things.

EFI av 2129 113
1897 HCHNT 9B\ AB,C,D

The Old West spoke of “roping the herd with one throw;” while the Japa-
nese speak of “catching something with one cast of the net”
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,:i D 1071

1898 — TR WhdH7ZLA  catching all at once

While English speaks of “manual labor” (as distinct from “clerical
labor”), Japanese speaks of “muscle labor”

frhee
i * our
1899 HAE  XA12<AHES  manual labor

Like the straw that breaks the camel’s back or the spark that sets off a
fire, here is an explosion ticked off by a single brush of the hand.

EI] 7 1462

1900 —fEN%E  voli{ZKIFD  explosive situation

A colorful expression for “ranking favorably with” someone has one
“standing up to the shoulders of” that person.

I b 1077
1901 s WMNTFA rank with

Christian scriptural imagery has given us the expression “to sweat
blood.” Japanese has an equally graphic image: “crying blood”

‘Z)j_:é )]//f 1082

1902 IR e bitter tears

Japanese is more direct than the English when it comes to “henpecking”
Note how the word for “house” is often used to refer to an individual.

,I& Fav 613

% ey 1889

1903 IR ELHS\p henpecked husband
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In place of the three large golden balls that mark the pawn shops of the
West, Japan uses a kanji in a circle, the full compound for which is given
here. (Note that the second character uses a Japanese reading.)

)iviy
=\ T 1037, 2204 137

1904 B LHX pawnshop

The character featured in this frame is often used as a prefix to carry the
sense of the English suffix “-resistant”

ff[ﬁ“ 74 1164

1905 i 7K AR AT water-resistant

By making use of an outdated word for plagiarism, Japanese has the fol-
lowing phrase for adapting something to new use: stealing the matrix
and changing the bones.

= 5 566

1906 Bl MATOEo/  recasting; remodeling

In English we speak of something that is deep black as “jet black,” a term
that takes its name from the hard lignite called “jet” Japanese uses the
idiom “lacquer black.”

1907 E Loz deep black

Japanese distinguishes between rice plants: those that grow in dry fields
from those that grow in cultivated paddies.

i b 10
1908 KA EAAl) rice plant in a paddy
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Traditional Japanese cookery reckons five basic tastes, captured here in
an uncommon compound. The first two characters give us “sweet-and-
sour”; the second and third characters refer metaphorically to the “bit-
ter-and-sour” disappointments of life. (The last character, by the way, is
rare.)

H 71 1757
¥ vy 1496

1909 HEEET B, DASALALDA  sweet, sour, hot, bitter,
salty

Though often a monotonous-sounding language to the untrained ear,
Japanese has definite cadences important to the language. Naturally, it
also has a word for it.

il{l:l] Iz 1700

1910 EiIEPS &89 intonation; accent

Instead of short circuits, Japanese think of electrical lines “leaking” the
same way water pipes do.

{)]::lﬁ ol 1068

1911 IR A)TA short circuit

Most of us are used to thinking of the seven stars of the constellation
Ursus Major not as the bear the ancients imagined but as a “Big Dipper”
Japanese agrees.

NP b 177

1912 et E IELEEn the Big Dipper

The character featured in this frame refers to a part of town (in particu-
lar, the old “licensed quarters”). That it should be linked with the char-
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acter for “public” to create the word for the cuckoo bird is due to the fact
that the pronunciation of the compound is thought to approximate the
sound that the bird makes, as is the English name.

EB B2 1842

1913 £ ol cuckoo bird

“Cloak and dagger” intrigue is depicted in Japanese as a ghost hiding in
the gall bladder (the seat of courage).

;E/EE = 2021
1914 BJH ZATZA underhanded scheme

Note the colorful term Japanese use for the ovary.
gﬂ 5y 1422
LS 7 1927

1915 DR HAE) ovary

One of the most difficult Japanese words to translate is the single kanji
given in this frame. It combines the senses of fate, providence, and “kar-
mic affinity”

s =y 1372

1916 73 R affinity; predestined connection

We speak of people who “eat like a horse” or “drink like a fish.” Japanese
unites the two idioms, substituting “whale” for “fish”

- BN

B 74 315
1917 B R 1T AldliK  making a pig of oneself
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A showdown is often described in English as “separating the men from
the boys”” Japanese gives its own twist in a similar idiom.

T v 743

1918 MR g% L% T>T 5% have a showdown

To be “big on” something or “intoxicated with” it is described in Japanese
as being “pot drunk.” We shall take the occasion to learn the word for

pottery.

&) by 1966
%% x 121
1919 Ve EHE pottery

e e 9T fascination

In sumo bouts and other sporting tournaments a special award is often
presented to the athlete who shows the most “fighting spirit.” Here is the

compound that is used.

44 . 826

1920 HEE  AALILED  award for fighting spirit

Doubts that “gnaw” at us on the inside are depicted in Japanese as devils
working their dark arts in one’s heart.

EE‘ x 2019

1921 BEOWIRE  ZELADHAZ  gnawing doubt

The “jaws of death” become the “tiger’s mouth” in Japanese.

E’% = 1990

1922 JEI ZZ9 the jaws of death
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The following compound combines wind and lightning to create an
image of extraordinary speed.

P S 1686

1923 FHGRER  LosILALWTE lightning fast

AN

The watch stem is slowly fading from everyday life, as is this colorful
word for it.

% VJary 536

1924 HEHH ISxn watch stem

Although the kanji suggest someone serving as a mediator by serving
drinks, the actual meaning is quite different.

B o

1925 BERIREE 12w LedFoZA  arranged marriage

Japanese expresses the idea of “running here, there, and everywhere” by
characters meaning “running east, fleeing west.”

ﬁ Ry 1196
1926 FETE  EINTATNE) run helter-skelter

Japanese depicts a shining example of something as a “turtle pattern”
The image comes from the fact that the character for “turtle” once
referred to a kind of tool used for making official seals.

=< * 534

1927 iR EMA paradigm; shining example
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The lights that English likens to the opening of a flower, Japanese likens
to the glow of a lightning bug.

i A 518
1928 FOLELT  1TWIH)TAL)  fluorescent light bulb

The darkish, brown tea you are often served at Chinese restaurants in
Japan, as throughout the Orient, comes from Taiwan, where it got its
name as “crow and dragon tea.” In order to give a “Chinese” flavor to the
sound, the on-yomi for “crow” is lengthened and that for “dragon” given a

reading approximating the original.

;% 15 1944

1929 SR I=HAb% dark Chinese (oolong) tea

v

The “face” that Orientals are said to want to save and to avoid losing is

written in Japanese like this.

E R 1129 15

1930 e DAEL face; honor

Japanese contrasts temperaments that are cheerful and bright with those
that are dark and gloomy by using kanji that the Chinese used to distin-
guish light from darkness, sun from shade. These are none other than
the words popularly known in the West as yang and yin respectively.

fe o 1592
1931 55 $ox cheerful
(5353 WAE gloomy

The ages of 25, 42, and 62 for men, and 19, 33, and 37 for women have
traditionally been regarded as bad-luck years in Japan. Though not all
the numbers are remembered by people today, no one is likely to forget
42,and no woman 33, especially as those years draw close. (Note that the
second character is read with its kun-yomi.)
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& Y 1415

1932 JE AR L bad-luck year

There are two words among all the on-yomi that are virtually identical
to English in sound and meaning. One of them we learned already in

FRAME 931. Here is the other.

T " 1965

1933 o A can




THE FINAL CHAPTER dealing with the Chinese readings falls into two parts
of roughly equal length. In the first part I have included what seem to me
the most useful of the remaining readings to know—or at least, those least
unusual. The second half of the chapter picks up all the leftovers, uncommon
and close to obsolescence as some of them may be. Without wishing to slight
the reasons which the Ministry of Education and Science has for deciding
that all of these readings belong to the “general-use” kanji, the fact remains: if
there is one part of the book you would be justified in skimming over lightly
and not cracking your skull to master at this stage of your language study;, it is

CHAPTER 10

Supplementary Readings

this last section.

A. COMMON SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS

H 2 1754 78
1934 it 0! right and left; both sides

)fﬁﬁ 4 1628
1935 4+ SAHNN margin (of a printed page)

B ) 399
1936 Fa (335D front side and back

3@ Ry 1438
1937 Vipg W& postponement
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NIT ~ 1785
1938 AT VA parallel

Fﬁ}i T 2167 1615
1939 ik & FALA devotion; commitment

@ Eid 1723
1940 2k HA M delicacy (food)

}fé e 2144 1993
,T :w ¥ 1919
1941 fiedrel EIEY falsehood; untruth

A ¥ 1937
1942 =] =] national isolation

):IL ~V 1212
1943 ivan TZARA piece; fragment

}iEE [ 373
1944 BHRE DAL frequency

#ﬁ AV 1116
1945 A ZINZw) insertion

IKE Vary 1518
1946 FEE NEHT imperial mausoleum




SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS | 253

ES 2 753
1947 EsE L&) propriety; reasonableness

-(L(S(_ Jav 285
1948 P LCwAn patrol; rounds

ﬁﬂj vay 1477
1949 S il ZIHL &L ornamentation

1] ¥2 943 1398
1950 il BNEL regulation; controls

5[:': A 44,1707 1806
1951 T loRea oil well

; £ 2186 487
1952 = BHE) fantasy; delusion

;‘%E% 7 1342
1953 Tl 95 embrace; cover; comprise

%_}: 7 386
1954 LT BN post; assignment

i ar 1808
1955 X DIHTH agriculture

1 =
1956 R 29 constraint; restraint
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m F3 2006 669
1957 R ZAER basis; foundation
@ ay 1130 1753
1958 LR &L characteristic; distinctive feature
:fg a1y 958
1959 L3N WHIEA perfect composure
7[‘% N 505
1960 AR DrHL) hospital ward
?ﬁ Jav 560
1961 HLAE ULwA ratification
% e/ 563 223
1962 =T CxolrA few; small number
-:L]E D 1192
1963 JHE LT L72A quarantine
Z“i\? >aw 1900
1964 P Caldo evaporation
J?L R 342 62
1965 L N TA commonplace; ordinary

Eﬁ R 1719
1966 [ Eelte) inflation; bloating
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'\jﬁ”ﬁ 4 1167

1967 Tt ity EIROATY radical; extreme

*E 2 921

1968 Hit AL clay

jj}% tr 1046

1969 Jielal FAD circling

%%'l *Fv 1147

1970 iyl BAD moderate (as in politics)

fi =

1971 ¥y EAT) balance

'»;;\‘ =% 511

1972 HE D AERL guest of honor

1973 g HEHZD transcendence

?Eé‘ 24 1762 1532

1974 IZES Lo% simple; unadorned

%E{ Jary 1738

1975 st LwH7zu (traffic) jam; delay

@jﬁ avy 2020

1976 FEt ULw) beauty or ugliness; personal
appearance
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A

i - 1244
1977 R b1 bombast; exaggeration

I-{$ v 1305
1978 M R LoDl A advance into battle

% A 1101
1979 SHF ERIEVE worship; veneration

I-%QF NS 1311
1980 YN DALA one’s neighbor

FT

= A 1133
1981 BE AN vow; oath

Eﬂ] 2A 1270
1982 AR EIFn supreme command

T% Sy 1387
1983 Tk 13989 hug; embrace

lgl% 4 1312
1984 F4E NGV every other year

/ﬁ\ A 2078,1074 253
1985 A Hiolwl overnight outing; camp

E,E "~ 1789
1986 e FAUED microscope
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:[)% 714 2024
1987 IR AR mass (of something)

ikglg aw 1318
1988 FETF 9% (legal) appeal

{zé T 634
1989 W TASR appendix; addition

% VA 1571
1990 PrEZ2 A (musical) accompaniment

;"fﬂ% Var 1494
1991 s LwAZA solid gold

Hll, Fav 1508
1992 M ELOMA scream; holler

Bk Y 1985
1993 ERE) ZHE9 row; agitation

*%‘ T 1255
1994 P ZIbA torture

H <A 179
1995 M FniEo buried and forgotten

:J?R 4 1074
1996 IR AT choice; option
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H 7 756
1997 —E Vot unity

$ﬁ‘ ¥ 1128
1998 Ml ENA prayer; petition

f]_%‘ N 915
1999 =W LDV transparent

T 1208
2000 P& AR within the sphere of

% Vi 226
2001 B AL tolerance

)f% E 698 229
2002 T DlTA model; pattern

(E,g Jar 1627
2003 e CwAlL L embellishment; flourish

jﬁ:& v 1744
2004 s, LA pardon; amnesty

H:[} VA 823
2005 LI HLE disgrace; dishonor

m = 1957 669
2006 FAESL Lz proof; evidence
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% 7A 432 484
W A 1019
2007 e N Fu72n precincts; grounds

Ej}% N 1924
2008 oy EAED blond

E%é A 1307
2009 373 DV (airplane) crash

By o 134
2010 Woe EATY provisional; temporary

r.% Fxu 1998
2011 JERK EE ) massacre

)Fﬁ* & 1126
2012 iy HAEE analysis

Eﬂ 7 378
2013 JELES Fok monthly installment

9

ik Fay 1509
2014 i EH7ZA censure; arraignment

ﬁ% 77 1237
2015 iy ) boiling
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B A 1093 512
2016 5 T end-of-the-year present

'l$ N 621
2017 1B DUk mourning

E a4 1732, 2196 1113
2018 WA CLx<X magnet

E’fg Vi 1960
2019 % ZzZ) doll or statue molded out of clay
;‘%l?'\] T 1612, 2040, 2168, 2170 1356
2020 . ok fermented soybeans

ﬁfé ~A 539 919
2021 K LAFE new rice

Jl:_:[lg av 448

H Fary 517
2022 = ZAE®) insects; bugs

ZT—\‘ v 1744 1086

1A F 766
2023 N3 Ls suggestion

'Ef" 7y 2046, 2106 1033
2024 T CAL) Shinto shrine
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—E:l‘ 7 1330
2025 LR SANK hills and mountains

ﬁ T4 1858
2026 SLEPES W) posting; sending by mail

2‘]“ Ty 140
2027 it »Lw) fruit juice

‘}(ﬁ =) 1080
2028 J I IFALA nuclear reactor

%\; T 162
2029 NS MR flames; blaze

Eﬂj( ¥ 1746
2030 BER DX chase; pursuit

EE 4 1314
2031 [5sp2s 7264 depravity; corruption

é[:;,\ ar 984 269
2032 L& BITA gold

+ 2 1077 95
2033 kT 97 state of affairs; circumstances
ﬁ‘ =av (3), 951, 2162 98
2034 I 1239139 (one€’s own) wife




262 | REMEMBERING THE KAN]JI 2

% Fv 950 859
2035 £ Hrh oldest son

/["I 77 937
2036 NRi L&)BLEv  pine, bamboo, plum

See FRAME 1481 for an explanation of this term.

Z: 7 6 1217
2037 ANHL H&OLA carelessness; insecurity

SIZ Yar 1570 1484
2038 P PrHEH equality

/T/E A 691 1142
2039 =4 5939 work; operation

Hj AA 571 767
"P.\] N 1612, 2020, 2168, 2170 1356
ﬁ bl bl bl 7 35
2040 HiHA e cash-accounting; receipts

and expenses

I - - 58
2041 /N LI infant

;F"E VAV 575 562
2042 MR N rice cakes boiled in broth

with vegetables

Note that the second kanyji is read with its kun-yomi.
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BB v 573

2043 TIE %9 down (feathers)

j?EI =1y 92 652
2044 CiERe [N beat; rhythm

ﬁ X 1040 1472
2045 W £z PPALE fasting

E Fa 2024, 2106 1033

E& T 2145 1805
2046 21 Z9)TA palace

%[J EN 478
2047 il AR ES autopsy

I]l)%l NEVA 1954

2048 %R WL entrusting; commission

g%’ Fary 1326
2049 P55 ZAZD) destitution; penury

;\L% v 1610
2050 728 NAEA vicissitudes; changes

2 =2 575
2051 #H Lo the day after; morrow
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7 L 305
2052 2 &HHw) in a daze; enraptured

Ej, Fary 1231
2053 i ZwHE9 Japanese “way of the bow”

1
2054 P EoCA exceptional

%.E,]/] g 1911
2055 (E 1FARK translation

/1: v 32,235 988
2056 (€ = CAE benevolence and justice

ﬁﬁﬁ £ 1135
2057 i AL gradually; step by step

_JE},:"_ D 1145
2058 i CABA cross-examining (a witness)

% Vv 1926
2059 PR Lo loss

E% v 1052
2060 T L bestowal

J

Aj 7 1862
2061 %A FAZE) illusion; vision
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——
N

7"@% 7 1952
2062 AN »Ab mitigation

JQ I 2122 1689
2063 2 F &I epidemic

i
2064 Rk e AH softening; mollifying

Z:.s:s T 1321
2065 ! HoEl asphyxiation

//%,I» D 1662
2066 EEa] LA sloped surface

Jih LA 866
2067 BEI) L&A scholarship grant

bif 7 1315
2068 fai% PAATD cave-in

\f_g_ 77 539
2069 B HANG one-by-one; minutely

’% b 1988
2070 et & dangerously ill

%IE K 1495
2071 i1 EARD dimwit
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AN

=24 INY 1747
2072 g RIXA barbarians

ﬁﬁ F o 1566
2073 ek HwH T cast iron

/Tﬁ vay 1014
2074 ey LA S person of great talent

/él\ YN 1588
2075 = MAEL connotation

E/Eg X 1285
2076 yi e [ LS leap

M ay 1380
2077 R WIHIFA elegance; mysteriousness

— 7 1074, 1985 253
2078 B oA skirmish; fight

Eé_: oy 449 1283
2079 i N UAIHZA wedding reception

%}j{ vay 905
2080 g HLE pet name; name of affection

I‘I’/a\ Jay 1813 667
2081 M CwIiEAZA  ¥100,000 (in formal receipts)
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5% + 1994
2082 BB WHE sport; game
i 2 1752
2083 e 13 grasp; grip
5 o
‘lg o 499 1721
2084 1B EAZL cruel
A vay 1733
2085 H# CLwl self-discipline
;lfl‘]'[; v 1689 1969
2086 A CoLw attainment; accomplishment

B. UNCOMMON SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS
= VA 807 1760
2087 AL [ETY rebellion; conspiracy
P S
37; TA 1499
*H vavy 263, 1565 209
2088 SEAH SnlLy) prime minister
'Eﬁ X7 1694 1464

2089

BEFH  BEBIED

New Year’s dishes
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TH J 264 609
2090 M b\t civility; amiability

'/filé ERY 368, 2207 877
2091 FEE Lolw) master and servant

ﬂﬂ‘ U/ 1091 1826
2092 bl 72 AEY slender slips of paper on which

poems are written

S t 553
2093 K AT envy

fé‘ 7 120 81
2094 Kisy=y AL annual tribute

7?3% Favy 1714 911
2095 HrH Elw a“spear” in Japanese chess

b Eat 504 85
2096 —4) VoEN all; everything

iﬁ A 1663 929
2097 A g refined taste

l:[ 7 1556 11
2098 WIS {ThA oral tradition
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/:,\ * 1018 1587
2099 4L EALE) reigning emperor

F-Eﬁ T 1009 1626
2100 Tl HEbA audience; audition

% SE L/ 350 112
2101 K 7ENBRED feudal lord

E v 484 296
2102 HE FL summer solstice

/lei T4 1084 957
2103 (E>"9 THEN getup; appearance

@ av 406 391
VA DEL, 503 431
2104 HEAT ZAD®?) building; erection

1T bay 1773 1331
*ﬁ =0 495 926
2105 Tt (¥ %% army provisions

'Ef" 7 2024,2046 1033
2106 HWT rnbr) Imperial Household Agency

VEL

b = 1795 1047
2107 Bz 1L WEA outing in the mountains
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Hi. F 1704 1810
2108 R KQoEs] hatred

)::E Tawy 1741 1896
2109 KE 72WBALL)  stentorian voice

/C"—‘L'—\- VAV 1588 1100
2110 I L&D master; teacher

JE k4 468,1019 1194
2111 X L7¢ outfit; arrangement

ﬁ 7 1066 79
2112 A 2t being and nothingness

jlf\‘ a4 1825 1743
2113 R4 L#<E) alloy of gold and copper

$L F4 51 1087
2114 L LWEA high praise

é‘ﬁ R 982 1400
2115 Feain L) span of one’s life

;‘FQ A 1609, 2225 1493
2116 AR ZHEn mutual offsetting; canceling out
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~

{,ﬁ DELy; 1611 172
2117 et} DEIL fisherman

jl\ 7 738
2118 EINES SHoT» shortage; scarcity

=1 INTF 1577 833
2119 22720 IXBHE) cursed; damned

The second kanji is read with its kun-yomi.

% 7 797 1573
2120 T AELD magistrate

}%_»? T 409 1394
2121 B A anxiety; fear

JQ Yo 2063 1689
2122 g RKUE)HAH god of the plague; jinx

& ¥ 109
2123 B CAEE this evening

T\ﬁv *v 1932
2124 @bk PABIPV cherry-blossom viewing party
(_\_Z Fay 432
2125 &L PAZD) moved to tears
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9& N 1220
2126 —% Vol a single arrow

_E: Fary 1329
2127 b I &) dune; sandhill

%@ AA 909
2128 EIR AR ) shaped like an ear of corn

EF[ Hv 1897 1113
2129 HR MAEA deck (of a ship)

11//’( 24 467
2130 W VL) playing a wind instrument

%}(‘ oy 1745 1506
% e/ 1671 555
2131 s L=< attachment (Buddhist term)

v 1708 928
2132 BB LAB the depths; inner mysteries

IR Sy 430 1849
2133 HAL: Nl 1 BES village shrine

‘zf INY 1106, 1850, 2241 751
2134 R (oY ordinance; law
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5’13 DELY 1722 1791
2135 WE Lhe departed souls
AWA ~

H% T 2027

2136 Jh HhA (a first person singular reserved
for use by the Emperor and not
compounded with other kanji)

jgﬁ g4 842

2137 s ZH7zn alteration; change

%‘% ay 262 398

2138 FEP LEHZ< costume (for an occasion)

iss = 395

2139 ik Lrtwn son-in-law

Hﬁ Ry 1514

2140 Hive L AL friendship; intimacy

E/TE:I% *r 411

2141 5 EALT golden pheasant

ﬁ:—ﬂ‘x 4 710

2142 it ZHhK shell; crust; carapace

J:E N 2227 163

2143 S IFAED complexity; trouble
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e a 1941 1993
2144 g2 2 empty space; “thin air”
% T 1805
2145 il ZTCh palace

E[% b 1625
2146 ZSES] HAZRS negligence; oversight
’EET Ay 1111
2147 B A alarm whistle

o] 2% 718 587
2148 ) WA flower bed
/fﬁl] Fa 1777 1701
2149 PN ZHTA flabbergasted
% AA 1890
2150 Y Flx{ debility
,}_%3\3 * 1591
2151 i SAEA “heart strings”
<He .

?%Q INS 1912
2152 ek [EAREVY abolition of the feudal clans
/ﬁ‘@‘ Dy 1049, 1411 117
2153 +T@ s ZLxi3)A v landslide (of earth and sand)
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AX I 1026
2154 AT SAD under the influence of; affiliated
Eﬁ% Ty 132 1980
2155 b NWITA miracle

ﬁ' Q ¥ 1575 884
2156 Bk HEIRE prison with hard labor

ﬁ\ 74 43,1638 1016
2157 /St {BA eternity

;E:H =) 1256 1765
2158 i SNz one’s dying moments

7[‘% avy 1352 292
2159 =N 2oL lattice

/f }i a 1241 966
2160 AR JUE feigned illness

fD A 765
2161 foi WARZ license; permit

ﬁ‘ =3 (3), 951, 2034 98
2162 KL TAIZE heavenly maiden

EEI aA 14,1006, 1345 1105
2163 FH WL pedigree; lineage
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l]ﬁ 1 1829 556
2164 ML~ WWTETE willingly; submissively
%,T:_‘ aw 804 1914
2165 LAEESS  LALAZHU =/ fainthearted
}E A% 284 217
2166 KTF iEol youngest child
ﬁﬁj}i a4 1939 1615
2167 —Hk Vol A a cup (of saké offered)
;‘%P.\] > 1612, 2020, 2040, 2170 1356
2168 = =X shed

The second kanji takes a kun-yomi.
7‘( N/ 980 195
2169 PAIN 723 towering tree
;"’/Flji] T 1612, 2020, 2040, 2168 1356
2170 b= BAE wardrobe; closet

The second kanji takes a kun-yomi.
p;[; 1% 1695
2171 VEiL OoTE a match for; equal to
y ® s

2172 BT

EODAELD

convex lens
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IE[ En 33
2173 (1] T 5% BIOAZE)  concave lens

?{E g 1880
H 2 1333
2174 B FAL cocoon thread

E%( %% 1287
2175 07 faag] =S traveling on foot

IZ% DERy/ 1561
2176 Pk NwHE protrusion; projection

(;I}Ll: gy 313
2177 Hinl  EWhE)Ewv refrigerant

% % 424
2178 SN EATA cloudy skies

Hﬁ Fav 1201
2179 BER ELHTA morning skies

i[ﬁﬁ Ty 159 440
2180 ey ] [ERYSESS disinherit

:\L% Tarvvay 2031
2181 L RER Cw/lZ) law-abiding
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{;E}l% tr 844
/fj( 77 962
2182 XN FASK hiding out
=i T 1755
2183 i 3] AARA love affair; romance
/Ié% R 998
2184 W NE, excessive praise

var 1868
2185 FHIE LwH T watercraft
E‘ R 1952 487
2186 =5 ITNFA careless, wild remarks
)jEé A 1081
2187 IR A return; giving back
T_E % 2033
2188 B HwHL A being stationed (somewhere)
ﬁ"\j Faw 273
2189 I HE)TW fishing boat

IE‘: 4 1692
2190 = WAEL concealment
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;(ﬁj\(l‘ DEY4 297 1371
2191 ik LADE fresh verdure

= 77 747 193
2192 B ENES wealth and prestige

:[jj 7 115 863
2193 Yyt <& work of charity

i{r’;}i A 1132
2194 A Hun&x passing away; death

[Ii,—‘\ F 1589
2195 G LEA reciting (Chinese) poems

The following three frames contain readings of kanji related to old weights
and measures which are no longer used but are still judged to be of historical
importance.

E azy 1723, 2018 113
2196 —h Vol one koku (of rice, about .18m3)
~J Sy 68
2197 —A) Vol xd one shaku (about 1.8 cl)

}—T-‘ F 1125

2198 —T WoXA one kin (about 600 g)
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}J v 84
2199 HHN LA death by one’s own sword

;"f;]: 7 118 1355
2200 AL LAL crimson

%5’ R 1143
2201 g FEED piled-up snow

/ﬁ: A 141 960
2202 fe: &)L office boy; page boy

%: z 1107 1156
2203 IR Nl I dilettante

The final kanji takes a kun-yomi.

)fg F 1037,1904 137
2204 =Y IFAL pledge; commitment

e

S [N 1105, 1833 348
2205 (I EHTA punctuation and reading marks
E N4 1593 848
2206 EN LA retainer; subject

/fié vay 368,2091 877
2207 fisa L9 tranquility; composure
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e 5 577
2208 iR AT laundry; washing

75 A (36) 686
2209 —TE T WwbRwlLlw)  from1to1o

7H\ a4 207
2210 AR CwAdZ{ rustic simplicity

:II‘le.l R 769
2211 EHiEa) EoNno clumsiness; ineptitude

}_5% £ 360
2212 R 1ZAD luxuriant growth (trees, etc.)

EEI A 1313
2213 R VAR an easy life of retirement

E@ Fay 1891
2214 U L)L A one’s innermost feeling

ﬂjﬁj‘; i 2026
2215 JR (BV/ES intimidation; menace

ﬂ y 2038
2216 Tk 7o sincerity; purity of heart

}_'El_: VE| 1191
PARNY
2217 JER L&A common people
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E‘?_—} N4 1463
2218 B 7EALRK baron

J%;‘ Sl 1182
2219 HE Bk golden mean; happy medium

We may conclude with a number of supplementary readings used for rather
common Buddhist terms. Buddhism has traditionally preserved its own dis-
tinct readings for many of the kanji (see FRAME 2131). These frames should give
you some idea of just how different they can be.

J: VEW 1657 49
2220 ISUN LIIZA saint

,% ~ 1840 1978
2221 f=i 2% plaque on which petitions are

inscribed and displayed

}Eﬁ 4 1043 589

2222 JE 2L <Y temple dining room or living
quarters
%ﬁ e/ 1641 1881
2223 R ZhR< benefit of having one’s prayers
to the Buddha answered
E9) = 412 1577

2224 AT ZAEL) Buddhist religious service
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2

R R 1609, 2116 1493
2225 BAER  EoliHA\  injunction against taking life
/TZ‘(‘ T 1627 971
2226 K Eyd conversion (religious)
J:E R 2143 163
2227 JE I (ZADY worldly passions
"‘Lﬂé‘ g 1026 1792
2228 S LwdZH accumulated karma
}%""E o4 1999
2229 BE AR BA Deer Park (legendary site of the
Buddha’s first sermon)
% A 1151 1581
}‘ﬁ_‘:fé T 1787 1936
;"ﬁ__% Favy 720 1360
2230 HERLHE FTAXL Avatamsaka Sutra, a Buddhist
text treasured in particular by
the Kegon (Hua-yen) sect
ﬁjqj; va 1572 1814
2231 PRI 1722 liberation; salvation
IE[ T 1087 586
2232 [ETPN ALA conversion
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& -
2233 Jess 1279 Buddhist nun

/ﬂ% T 1768 1722
//ﬁ: Fay 974,1614, 2238 873
2234 &4y LoZEx) ascetic exercises; discipline

T‘lﬁ + 1842 1613
B
FE 4

2235 MEERTIRIELL b MA7ZRD  “Refuge in the name of

Amida Buddha”

5':‘[] i 12 897
I‘—é,—j avy 184

2236 Al BLD title of respect for a monk

ﬁ[[ =3 1845 100
2237 sk IZEBHW the Tathagata or “Thus-Come”

(one of the titles of the Buddha)

P .

1T T 974,1614, 2234 873
Hi[] Fy 429 1396

2238 FTH HAZ= religious pilgrimage

i va 1749 1857

2239 wA: Lwls) sentient beings
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o N
G 7 271
2240 Kk FdBse) transmission of the robe and
bowl (symbolizing the passing
on of tradition from master to
SUuCCessor)
Zji R 1106, 1850, 2134 751
2241 =g 1I-LA Dharma-body (of the Buddha)
& Y 1739
2242 R Holw providence or protection by a
buddha or bodhisattva on one’s
way to salvation
5’ l\ aw 1234
2243 BLEEREE - Z91FH72wL posthumous title of Kikai,

founder of Japanese Shingon
Buddhism
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Japanese Readings






CHAPTER 11

A Mnemonics for
the Japanese Readings

As EXPLAINED in the INTRODUCTION, the kun-yomi or Japanese readings of
the kanji differ considerably from the on-yomi treated in the last ten chapters.
Kun-yomi generally stand on their own as phonetic units and not as compo-
nents of compounds, are often inflected with a hiragana ending, contain far
fewer homonyms than the Chinese readings, and admit of no “signal primi-
tives” or any comparable device for associating form with pronunciation.

If anything, the Japanese readings of the characters present us with a prob-
lem much like that we faced in learning to write them, at least in these two
respects: (1) they have no relationship to Western languages; and yet (2) they
can be broken up into component or “primitive” parts. What I would like to
do in this concluding chapter is outline a method for taking advantage of the
second characteristic to weaken the force of the first.

I do not anticipate that what is written here will come as a complete sur-
prise to anyone who has already struggled with the radical unfamiliarity of
Japanese vocabulary and toyed around with memory tricks of one sort or
another. What I hope it will do is help you think more systematically about
your mnemonic devices.

Were Japanese words transcribed phonetically after the manner of West-
ern alphabets, it would be impossible—or at least far more trouble than it is
worth—to assign meanings to each of the individual sounds. But since Jap-
anese divides words phonetically according to syllables, such assignation
is comparatively simple. Most of the monosyllabic sounds that make up the
syllabary are themselves already Japanese words; and those that remain can
choose a meaning from the full range of available Chinese readings studied
in the previous chapters. The main problem is to fix one meaning to one syl-
lable. Once that is done, virtually any Japanese word can be broken up into
“primitive phonemes” much the same way as the kanji were broken up into
their primitive elements in voL. 1.

The presence of variant hiragana inflections need not complicate the pro-
cedure. The forms and functions of these inflections can be left to grammati-
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cal studies. For the purposes of this chapter it is enough to focus on the root-
words to which they are appended. For example, when & is used in a Chinese
compound, there are no inflections; but when the Japanese reading #% (472
%) is used, we can generate forms like 7 -7z and #&4113. The root-word 77z
remains unchanged. Should it happen that the root-word undergoes signifi-
cant change or is too short or confusing on its own, you can simply learn the
“dictionary form” of the word as a whole. The main thing is to find a natu-
ral, comfortable way of linking a new word to its meaning (namely, its foreign
equivalent) without allowing the inflections to interfere.

When it happens that a single kanji has several root-word readings, each
reading will have to be learned independently as belonging to that kanji. In
fact, most of the work of linking Japanese words to kanji has already been
taken care of by the key words you learned in voL. 1, because the vast majority
of the Japanese readings will bear a direct, logical relationship to the mean-
ing of the key word assigned there. Once a Japanese word has become “second
nature” and you no longer need to mediate its meaning with a foreign word,
the meaning-writing associations established with foreign key words will
adjust themselves as a matter of course.

There is, however, one complication which—if it is any consolation—is as
much a headache and a fascination to the Japanese as it will be to you. A good
number of kun-yomi can be written with more than one kanji, each giving a
slight change in meaning. Though writers frequently extend this principle ad
libitum, the official “general-use” list is less tolerant. An example, admittedly
an extreme one, will make the point. The Japanese word &% uses at least 10
characters to capture its variety of nuances, 5 of them (marked here with a ¥)
belonging to the general-use list, and most of them have other Japanese read-
ings as well. By appending the inflection % to any of the kanji below, the read-
ing & % is possible, but with a different connotation each time:

#  to take in; absorb; take the place of
M to catch (fish or game)
1 to harvest (a crop from the fields)
* % to pluck (as fruit from a tree)
* it to take (photos)
* 3 to take control of, manage
* B to take and hold on to (not throwing away)
#% to take (what belongs to another); steal
* 4 to take hold of firmly; grasp

#% to record; take down
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Distinguishing these various uses of the word &% is not something to be
learned by brute memory. If you wish to study it later, there are dictionaries
enough to supply you with the necessary information. For now it is best to wait
for these distinctions to appear in your reading, as they eventually will.

PREPARING FLASH CARDS

If you wish to continue using the flash cards you made for drilling the kanji in
LESSON 5 of VOL. 1, a procedure I highly recommend,’ it will help to know a bit
more about how the relevant INDEXES are laid out and to give some thought to
the most efficient way of using the remaining space on your cards. Let us begin
with a sample design completely filled in:
a/a  The asterisk (*) on the FRONT indicates that the kanji has a kun-yomi
that does not require any inflection. In this case it is the word %53,
meaning a circle.

D—1 7V
b ELAA] round
v B F505 to make round
¢ c $5 circle; entirety
05
*——a
H— round

Wy (€] Jo doap v -+~ autu
gﬁﬁﬁ” Eife I

E —— 7CAD AR bullet train

N-34 1-44-—f G —tH-3417 F ——11-1861

b/B The \» on FRONT indicates a root-word to which the inflection \ is

c/c added. The complete word, given on the BACK, is £5\* together with
its meaning, round. The same holds for the ® 2.

D  The katakana 77> at the top of the BAck indicates the on-yomi of the
kanji.

e/E  The compound (s) at the bottom illustrate(s) the on-yomi.

1. Thave prepared a set of these flash cards designed more or less like the example above:
Kanji Study Cards (Tokyo: Japan Publications Trading Co., 2004, 7th printing).
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f/r 'The number on the bottom right of the FRONT indicates the frame
number in which the kanji appeared in vor. 1, in which the writing
and reading of the character was explained. The number in the same
position on the BACK indicates the frame number in vor. 2.

g/G The numbers on the FRONT and BACK bottom left cross-reference the
character to The New Nelson Japanese-English Character Dictionary
(Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle, 1997) and Jack Halpern’s New Japanese-
English Character Dictionary (Tokyo: Kenkytisha, 1990).

H  The bold-type word set between the horizontal lines on the BACK of
the card indicates the key word assigned to the kanji in vor. 1.

1 Theinverted, italicized text gives the primitive elements and number
of strokes of the character.

j  The meaning of the exemplary compound.

To fill out a card or group of cards, follow these steps:

1. Go to INDEX v and look up the entry corresponding to the number F.
Inscribe the kun-yomi indicated there at locations A-c on the BACK of
your card. If there is some particular reason for learning the meaning(s)
of the kun-yomi at this time, consult a dictionary before filling them in.
Otherwise, leave those areas blank until the word turns up and you need
to learn it.

2. In the same entry, you will find a number corresponding to the first
appearance of an on-yomi for the kanji in question. Look it up and fill in
items D,E, and e.

3. If there is an internal cross-reference number in the frame, check it for
additional Chinese readings and add them in the same way.

This may be the fastest way to fill in your cards, but you are left with the
problem of how to review. Merely by looking at the kanji on the card you can-
not know which kun-yomi you need to drill and which can be passed over for
the time being. You will have to include some small mark on the FRONT along-
side each kun-yomi you wish to learn or review. Alternatively you can follow
these 4 steps to enter new words as you meet them:

1. Look up the Japanese word in INDEX 1v. (If it is not there, the word has
not been assigned characters in the “general-use list.”)

2. On the corresponding flash card add the new kun-yomi and all the on-
yomi and exemplary compounds (if you have not already done so).

3. Consult a dictionary to confirm the meaning of the new kun-yomi and
fill it in accordingly.

4. Set the card aside for drill, together with any other cards whose con-
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tents have been completely filled in. To facilitate adding more kun-yomi
later, you will find it helpful to keep the cards separated in groups from
1-100, 101-200, etc. as we did in voL. 1. After you have acquired a sizeable
number of cards for drill, you will have to set up for yourself a routine
for drilling (a) from meaning to writing, (b) from exemplary compound
to on-yomi, and (c) from inflected kanji to kun-yomi. If you worked your
way faithfully through vor. 1, you may feel that there is no longer any
need for the first drill. In that case I recommend that you drill the writ-
ing directly from the hiragana kun-yomi on BACK.

PRIMITIVE PHONEMES

Unlike the primitive elements of vor. 1 and the signal primitives of this book,
the primitive phonemes presented in the present section are not intended for
use as far as possible, but only as far as necessary. They have been designed as
a crutch to help you with words that cause you difficulty. This means that you
should not apply them retroactively to words you already know, nor should
you use them to learn masses of new vocabulary isolated from the context of
your reading or conversation.

Accordingly, the SYLLABARY OF PRIMITIVE PHONEMES displayed below
should not be slavishly memorized but only consulted when needed. Once you
have studied the examples that follow and experimented with the method on
your own, you should be able to determine how best to make use of it or to
alter it for your own purposes.

What you must take a moment out to memorize before going any further
is the 11-syllable “a-b-¢” that will enable you to find your way around Japa-
nese dictionaries and word-lists arranged in dictionary-order like those of this
chapter and the INDEXES. Carry it around with you on a slip of paper and run
it through your mind again and again if you must, but do not let another day
go by without learning it:

B S e m R bbA

The table below uses a combination of on-yomi and kun-yomi, indicated in the
pronunciation column by katakana and hiragana respectively. These are fol-
lowed by the voiced or “muddied” sounds (see FRAME 1889), lengthened syl-
lables, and finally diphthongs.

2. A simple mnemonic device to simplify the learning of this sequence can be found in

my Remembering the Kana (Honolulu:University of Hawai‘i Press, 2006), beginning at the
end of LEssoN 2 of the Hiragana.
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PRIMARY PHONEMES

i) 7 sub-; below
B A a well

gn 9) hare; rabbit
7L Z stream,; rivulet
= B tail

g IR mosquito
EN & tree

i < (%) to spin; reel up
£ W hair; fur

5 Z child

il 2 (9) to prick; stab
s L (¥3) to die

4 2 nest

i & shoals; torrent
Yy Z (D5) to dye; stain
ity 7z another (person)
T 5 1,000

E=3 = harbor

F T hand

= & door

¥ 7% vegetables
i z luggage; bags
e 2 (9) to sew

UiES 1 roots

i D field; plains
L5} & tooth

K [0 fire

/e 5 K) to blow
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v ~ (%) to dwindle; shrink

A, S a sail

fi] E aroom

¥ H fruit; nut; berry

P & (7)) to steam

H o) eye

BLs b mourning

P 2 arrow

i ® hot water

i £0) to get drunk

£ 7 nude

il D) diarrhea

i )% stopover; abroad

AL L () a bow; curtsey

= o backbone

Wi b a wheel

PN (7) ¥ heavens
VOICED PHONEMES

] 7 painting

e ¥ animal sacrifice

H 7 tool

i 7 downwards

#= 0 checkers

JiE A a seat

ids L a path

A a map

s £ adjusted

e T (77) elephant
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E10l 72 ) to embrace
H T (%) to leave; depart
B E(1F5) to remove; set aside
i =4 a place; spot
5 v anose
1 A5 (D) to beat; slap
U] ~N vicinity
& N notebook
LONG VOWELS
% BB () many
i 2B () to freeze
1 B height; stature
ol EB (%) to pass through
[ b9 (1F7%) to set up; establish
4 D) night
eS| I A (32) England
EANEES 777 (3v7) airport
233 74 (YY) policeman
HXHh A7 (T7) axle
=95 Vv ($5) to perform music
St () v traffic
£75 T4 ($5) to make a present of
2 (7A) A courtesy
Jid v brain
HLS 77 (L5) to seal a letter
LR ()~ paper money
=35 A7 (§5) to dedicate
w5 A1 (L5) to give commands to
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DS 37 (§5) to need
E= (®) LA a slave
EN o () old man
e (T 7o Shinto shrine
=E T4 () geisha
52 =iy nickname
Bl X1 (F2) taxes
145 ol e (LA) V7 (9) refrigerator
et 74 (F) mud
. R public hall
e ~A (T%) U.S. A.
E¥- R (V) hat; cap
DIPHTHONGS
EA F3 (TV) giant
BEH X (V) pictograph
ESL] F7) v booze
F4 >3 (A1) a signature
7 T tea
e F3 () author
AN Va (v am) captive
s ¥3 (Fav) fishing
¥ vaw second (of time)
Zils N malice; evil
=y Ta (W) Confucian scholar
w1795 Va (3§ b) to slow down
2 Fay steep
B (hY) Fay Tokyo
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(e TATRYT (£Y) monastery
R av (§5) to tag; name
BEHLY; Fa (IrTavy) parking lot
=P (/N7) Fav swan
=l (Fay) =y milk
s =5 urine
95 vay (45) criticize
¢ S/ exquisite
i DAy, dragon
7t UE 1y dormitory
NE (=) Fav puppet
+ vy ten
g2 NE young girl

Before passing on to examples of how the above SYLLABARY OF PRIMITIVE
PHONEMES can serve as a mnemonics, there are a couple of points worth not-
ing carefully as you look over the list.

To begin with, there are 3 cases with no character-reading corresponding
to a monosyllabic sound. To compensate for this, kanji with diphthongs were
chosen and the additional syllable repressed (and set in parentheses).

Secondly, not all possible diphthongs have been included. You may supple-
ment the list or simply break the diphthong up into its composite parts. (For
instance, the phoneme ¥ @ may be reduced to the syllables ¥ and ¥.)

Finally, where a compound was used to represent a phoneme, the meaning
derives from the entire compound rather than from any of its parts. In some
cases this means learning a new word, but never a useless one.

THE MNEMONICS AT WORK

The method of memorization based on the SYLLABARY OF PRIMITIVE PHO-
NEMES consists of relating the conglomerate of meanings of the syllabary to
the English meaning of the word in the same way that conglomerates of primi-
tive elements were related to English key words in vor. 1. Without repeating
what was said there, a few illustrative examples should make the point.

We begin with a simple example:
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ol = bullet = 7-F

The relationship indicated by the solid arrow = was established in vor. 1.
What remains is to move through the second, white arrow =, replacing the
English key word with a Japanese word.

Begin with the specific connotation of the English word, which we shall
take to be “a bullet fired from a gun.” Next we consult the SYLLABARY OF
PrRIMITIVE PHONEMES, where we discover that 72 means another (person) and
Fmeans room. Finally, we relate the elements imaginatively: Picture yourself
sitting in bed, pistol in hand, shooting bullets through the wall and into the
next room, where another person is busily scurrying about collecting the lead
and melting it down into new bullets which he then returns to you so you can
carry on. If you can see the wall riddled with holes, through which you can see
that other person in the next room, the picture should be complete. Of course,
you may have to learn the meaning of the words 7z and &, but that would be
necessary in any case.

Let us consider another new word:

i = grave o |37

First picture a specific grave that you know. The primitive phonemes we
have to work with are (& (footh) and 7 (mosquito). Now exhume the contents
of the grave in memory, turn back the lid on the coffin, and discover a smil-
ing corpse, completely intact except for the fact that it has mosquitoes buzzing
about in the hollow in its mouth where the teeth used to be. (Or, alternatively,
you might picture the corpse of a giant mosquito smiling through its large,
white teeth.)

Here is yet another two-syllable word:

i - silk = &k

The primitive phonemes & and ¥2 give us the images tree and sewing to work
with. Picture yourself sewing a kimono for the Statue of Liberty by using a tree
trunk for a needle, and silk thread the thickness of a lumberjack’s rope.

The same procedure can be applied to inflected words like this one:

s = toadd = <hbsb

The component phonemes < and # yield the meanings spinning and wheel.
The word in question may be taken in its transitive or intransitive, or active
or passive, form, which is determined in any case by the hiragana inflection.
Let the special connotation be the addition of numbers inside one’s head with
a complicated set of cogged wheels, outfitted with levers and catches galore,
spinning at high speed to calculate the fact that 1+1=3.
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HIES = to destroy = (IAITT

Paint yourself a picture in your mind’s eye as vivid as the phantom ship in
Coleridge’s “Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner.” See the ghosts and demons and
goblins flying kites stretched with human skin and tailed with backbones, flut-
tering gently in the breeze—a portrait of destruction.

Still within the compass of the key words of voL. 1, notice how the same
word can have two meanings—and kanji—and hence require different stories
built up of the same primitive phonemes:

i = salto LB
o= tideo LB

The common phonemes are L (die) and # (tail). If we were obliged to
proceed from the word to the meaning we would be in trouble; but since we
are learning the readings of the kanji, the duplication does not pose any great
problem. In the first case, you may picture salt in its function as a ritual puri-
fier in a sumo bout in which one of the wrestlers has been done in. The surviv-
ing wrestler takes out a salt-shaker and sprinkles the tail of a horse, which
begins to wave its rear parts over the dead wrestler.... And for the second, pic-
ture a morning tide of tails washing ashore, a death omen to the surrounding
inhabitants.

Lastly, we need to see how an entry in the SYLLABARY OF PRIMITIVE PHO-
NEMES may also be used by itself to represent a word composed of only that
sound (minus the inflection). Here is an example:

7% = tolengthen = (3%

I, we recall from an earlier example, means footh. Imagine that you, like
beavers and rats and squirrels, have teeth that grow beyond the size of your
mouth so that you must constantly be gnawing at something to keep them
short. And so you chew away at your desk, your bed, the living room furniture,
and most of your house, until one bright morning you discover the cause: you
had been using a special toothpaste called Lengthen which you mistakenly
supposed was intended to give your teeth a “longer life.”

We may conclude this introduction to the use of the SYLLABARY OF PRrI-
MARY PHONEMES with a drill of kun-yomi. You should have no trouble in any
of them if you take your time.

Vi) = devil & BIZ
7<= tofloat = ¢
ZL\w = destitute = ZITL\»
S = stocks = 75
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Kin = tobesticky = #ids
Iffr = tobefond of = ZDir

So far all the meanings have been consistent with the key words learned in
voL. 1. If this is not the case—or, as happens more often, if the meaning shifts
to a related meaning not covered by the key word—you should not bother add-
ing a second key word to that already learned. It was enough that a single Eng-
lish key word helped you remember how to write the kanji. From here on in,
you will have to do what the Japanese themselves do to broaden their knowl-
edge of a given kanji: read as much as you can, look up everything you do not
understand, and use what you look up as often as you can.

You may be wondering whether these new primitive meanings and their
stories will not confuse what you already learned in voL. 1. Not to worry. For
one thing, most of the meanings assigned to the primitive phonemes did not
appear in the first book. For another, the mnemonics described in this chapter
is a deliberately short-lived device that is soon let go of once you have begun to
use the word in question and to associate it with the object, activity, or qual-
ity in your experience that it speaks to. The stories learned in the earlier book,
however, will last at least until you have become comfortable with the Chinese
and Japanese pronunciations of those kanji and begun to compose with them
in Japanese. An example may help.

Let us say you meet the word for “halo,” whose Japanese pronunciation and
kanji are both new to you and both of which you are determined to learn. The
following scheme illustrates the two steps you must go through:

H = sun 7> = mosquito

" # o= army S %o stab

All of this you can figure out by consulting a dictionary and applying what
you learned in voL. 1 and in this chapter. The association between the English
word halo and the Japanese word 7>& is supplied at first by the primitive pho-
nemes, and then later—as you begin to use the word—by the context of your
thinking and speech. Because you will find yourself writing the kanji rather
infrequently, the story you make to relate sun and army to its writing can be
expected to last much, much longer.

There is one more reason why the meanings of the primitive phonemes and
the primitive elements are not likely to cause you confusion, and this brings
us to the final step in our mnemonics for the Japanese readings. As mentioned
in passing, not only the SYLLABARY OF PRIMARY PHONEMES but any Japanese
word can be used as a sound-and-meaning unit to learn other words. In fact,
the more words you learn, the easier it becomes to dispense with the short syl-
lables used in the earlier examples.
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Say you have already learned the word ~¥ (%), meaning the hem or frill of
a garment. And let us suppose also that you learned the word by playing with
the phonemes for shrinking (~) and diarrhea (')). We will further assume that
you know the word <72% (T7:%), meaning to lower, which you first memo-
rized by combining the phonemes for spinning (<) and embracing (72).

Now when you meet the frightening words ~0 {7% (55), there is no need
to break it up into syllables since you already have two parts, hem and lower-
ing which are most convenient for remembering the meaning of the word: to
humble oneself.

There is, of course, always the possibility that you will want to learn a word
via these larger phonemes even though you were not previously acquainted
with them. Take the word & %-5< (#i<), meaning kneel down. Even though
you know that ¥ means room and > {means attached to, the syllable 0*& is
new. You look it up to discover that it means lap. The etymological connec-
tion is too tempting to pass over, so you learn the new phoneme U'& together
with the original word rather than break it up into its component parts. This
procedure is one you will no doubt find yourself using more and more as your
vocabulary increases and you develop a greater appetite for new words.

To exercise the principles explained in the last few paragraphs, try your
hand at the following five words before reading any further:

5 = blindness = <5

ks = tosink = L3

%£x% = tostoreup = 7:{bzxb
# = lead (the metal) = 7%FD

73 = to tempt = FZDNT

Though these are not the only possibilities, you might have used the fol-
lowing new words to learn those just treated:
= storehouse = <{H
= mulberry bush = <{b
= raw = %%
= garden = D

HE dW o mp

e

CONCLUDING REMARKS

With that, the mnemonics for the kun-yomi is complete and only remains to
be perfected in the practice. But perhaps you are still pestered by the thought:
Why not present the whole range of Japanese readings, building up from sim-
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ple elements to the more complex, in the same way the writing of the kanji was
taught in voL. 12

Lay the thought to rest once and for all. For one thing, by the time you
have reached this page, you will already have at least 2,000 words in tow. To
force those words back into a systematic relearning for the sake of another few
thousand words seems highly inefficient. A second and more convincing rea-
son is that the habit of isolating vocabulary from the rest of language simply in
order to learn new words is a bad one to get into with any language, whether
native or acquired. Learning to write the kanji presented a special problem that
required a special solution: sticking our nose so close to the written form that
virtually everything else was lost from view. Learning to pronounce the kanji
requires another approach, more like keeping a firm finger on systematic study
methods while still being able to look up and see the total picture. There is
much to be gained by a methodical approach like that outlined in these pages.
But when all is said and done, fluent reading and composition is a matter of
alert and sustained devotion to the language.
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Signal Primitives

The following list contains all the signal primitives used in this book,
arranged according to number of strokes and primary reading. The num-
bers refer to the frames in which a given primitive figures. As explained in
the text, these primitives do not necessarily coincide with the primitive ele-
ments treated in VOL. 1.
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530-31
233-35
185-87

3 I
114-21
1226-32
1269-75
1516-19
140-43
458-59
1182-87
342-43
1287-91

1008-13

4 1
784-87
380-81
410-11
866-68
1470-74
221-23

1481-84
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1402-6
914-16
510-11
1407-15
887-89
454-55
524-25
57-60
902—4
1233-41
346-47
824-26
1246-52
860-62
1309-20
803-5
1506-9

5 I
194-96
821-23
780-83
827-29
788-90
105-9
224-26
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1276-80
720-24
298-99
528-29
1215-20
830-32
896-98
691-95
122-26
908-10
848-50
1376-79
376-77
1331-37
677-84
144-67
1204-9
704-9
1281-86
5045
148-52
269-71
1264-68
1416-17
715-19
153-56

I 2
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191-93
89-94
166-69
1178-81
1418-25
1292-94
69-73
818-20
272-74
95-100
284-86
756-59
438-39
1242-45
1345-50
685-90

6 1

314-15
905-7
382-5
1535-38
1351-59
878-80
1194-98
290-92
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304-5
450-51
1384-89
836-38
671-76
1396-1401
740-43
522-23
287-89
1433-40
666-70
516-17
182-84
257-59
372-73
174-77
1500-5
245-47
1259-63
260-62
833-35
1168-73
917-19
1162-67
316-17
929-31
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1302-8
350-51
1449-57
768-71

7
1390-95
484-85
338-39
386-87
428-29
230-32
845-47
872-74
85-88
200-2
869-71
86365
416-17
926-28
1510-15
72529
251-53
730-35
1475-80
336-37
920-22
460-61
212-14
1441-48
398-99
310-11
61-64
352-53
1489-93
236-38
496-97
890-92

8 1
760-63
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1210-14
127-30
218-19

1253-58
302-3
404-5
131-36
791-93
794-96
242-44
498-99
911-13

1360-69

1466-69
364-65

1531-34
1295-98
308-9
1338-44
736-39
500-1
78-84
1524-30
1494-99
306-7
188-90
1321-25
65-68
360-61
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INDEX II
Kanji

The following list contains all the kanji treated in voL. 1, grouped by the
number of strokes and ordered according to standard dictionary “radi-
cals.” The number following the kanji refers to the first frame in which
that character appears in that volume. INDEX vV provides a cross-reference
to the present volume.
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This Index includes only the Japanese readings established as standard
for the “General-Use Kanji.” Any characters treated in this book and
VOL. 1 that fall outside that list are given only with their most common

Japanese Readings

INDEX IV

readings. The numbers refer to frames in the present volume.
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INDEX V

Cross-Reference List

The purpose of this final Index is to facilitate cross-referencing between
voL. 1 and voL. 2. The Index is laid out in the order in which the kanji
appear in voL. 1. The column of numbers preceded by an Rr- refer to frames
in the present book. The kanji—with Japanese readings and inflection
where applicable—are given in the final two columns.
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