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PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTING A NAMING CEREMONY
The main purpose of a Naming Ceremony is to help get the thetan oriented. He
has recently taken over his new body. He is aware that it is his and that he is
operating it. However, he has never been told the identity of his body. He knows
there are quite a few adult bodies around, but he has not been told that there
are specific ones who will care for his body until it has developed to where he
can manoeuvre it thoroughly.
In an informal Scientology Naming Ceremony there are no hard, fast lines to
recite. The Minister carries on the ceremony in present time. He says what is
necessary to complete the ceremony.
He greets the parents, godparents and the child.
The parents are introduced to the congregation.
The thetan is introduced to his body.
The thetan is introduced to each of his body's parents in turn.
The thetan is introduced to each of his body's godparents in turn.
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NAMING CEREMONY
Positioning of Participants
At the end of the ceremony the thetan is acknowledged and thanked for his
participation.
INFORMAL NAMING CEREMONY
Transcription of an informal ceremony performed by
L. Ron Hubbard at the
FREEDOM CONGRESS, July 7, 1957.
To be used as a guide.
OK. The parents of these children will bring them front and centre.
(Speaking to the child): This is Mr   …………….. and this is Mrs ………….. I'm introducing to the audience right now. And …………….. and …………...... have decided to be godfather and godmother, so we're all set.
Here we go. (To the child): How are you ? All right. Now your name is ……………. You got that? Good. There you are. Did that upset you? Now, do you realize that you're a member of the HASI ? Pretty good, huh ?
All right. Now, I want to introduce you to your father. This is Mr. …………………… (To the parent): Come over here. (To the child): And here's your mother.
And now, in case you get into trouble and want to borrow some quarters here's Mr. ………………… See him? He's your godfather. Now, take a look at him. That's right.
And here's …………………… in case you want some real good auditing; she's your godmother. Got it?
Now you are suitably christened. Don't worry about it, it could be worse. OK. Thank you very much. They'll treat you all right.
RECOGNITION AND NAMING CEREMONY
All those who now assemble
here
draw close.
The purpose of this conclave
being this:
The recognition and the naming
of this child:
Born into this universe by the
action of two beings
(father) and (mother).
Born into an inheritance,
which when rightfully bestowed
shall bring to him
the knowledge and the right
to do as he would wish.
Supreme,
inviolate, is that which he in
later years decides.
It is the custom of our race —
that race called Man,
that when an infant, being
small and as yet unsure
of customs and of manners
now in operation in the
group and field
which he now enters,
that some other and more
adult person experienced
in all the ways and roads,
the pitfalls and the traps
that this life time can give,
take it upon themselves,
Responsibility to stand
and aid, within their
scope, the upbringing
of the Child.
In normal times it is not
expected that this be
an onerous assignment,
yet there is a factor here
upon which it would be wise
to dwell.
And that is simply this:
Should such occur, that
both the Parents leave
the road that they do now
envisage (for bodies are
but frail things and in
the many facets of the game
moves go wrong)
Should such occur, then
it is the duty of these
people to stand in and
take the place of these
two parents, so that
while not yet of blood
relation with the child
they by promises made here
will undertake the full
and careful instruction of
this child, until he has
acquired the Knowledge of
his rights in full.
Are there people here
who have so promised ?
Good!
You have heard me state
before the child, the Parents
and those assembled here
the duty that you (godfather) and (godmother)
have set yourselves to do.
I ask you now to answer me
direct.
Do you (godfather) and you (godmother)
promise to give all
reasonable aid ensuring
that this Child as yet
unnamed, be given every
instruction necessary that he
fulfil his heritage?
Do you? Good.
And you the Parents, (father)
and (mother), do you agree that
these can stand for you ?
Do you? Good.
So be it then.
It has been agreed.
And now the Naming of the
Child:
Have you four, being those now
most concerned, you by blood
and you by promise,
agreed upon a name?
Then tell me please.
May I take the Child?
Hello to you and
welcome here.
The name you here receive is
yours to use
or discard,
as you will.
It is our gift to you.
To all of you now here I say
that this child has been
spoken for, and promises
been made
by both the Parents
and these two, who by
their willingness
have now assented
to the responsibility
of ensuring that, young (child's name) here
shall have, as is his right
all that we, being of like
race, form, and nature, can
endow.
And you the witnesses, must
also know, what in brief
that endowment is.
Briefly it is thus:
That he be given every
chance to understand
the rules by which we play
this game called Life, and further
that we all here present
arrange within his scope
the guidance and the knowledge
that we along our path
already trod, have gained.
Yet always remember this:
Young (child's) life is HIS
and, in the final account
it is for him to make the choice
what path he choose;
what game he play.
And should he in later time decide,
to turn away from that which seems
to us to be
the only game worth while,
then that too is his right.
Our job is to teach and to ensure
that he in time to come
reaches that freedom that he can
deliver of himself the good
and rightful judgement
of his fate.
We help, we teach, and by our
skills we introduce into our
fellow being, the capacity to
understand.
AND THAT IS ALL.
Let no one say,
'You must do thus and thus,
we have so decided'.
So be it then.
By witnessing his naming
you do signify that you
do welcome here the person
of (child) as he now is called
into our recognition and our
group.
So now in final act all present
say 'Hello', and bid a
welcome to (child)
Good.
Mother take your child
now recognised and welcomed here.
And let us all go each our
separate way remembering
that when we see (child) again,
we have welcomed him this day.
Thank you.
