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CHAPTER I

THE COMPLETE RITUAL OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC

THE KEY OF SOLOMON, SON OF DAVID
The Key of Solomon

I § VIS is probably the most celebrated and at the same time
most feared! work in the whole of ceremonial magic.
Controversies have raged for centuries as to its authenticity

il a5 to whether there ever was a Hebrew version; and it is only

relatively recently that fresh light has been thrown on the question.

Circumstantial evidence now shows that the Key of Solomon has
exiuted, in one form or another, from very remote antiquity.

Certain of its Words of Power, the actual arrangement of the pro-

cennes, point to Semitic and even Babylonian origins. The opinion

ol the present writer is that it may have entered Europe through the

medinm of the Gnostics, Cabbalists and similar magico-religious

] |I' " ’l‘v.

We cannot be sure, of course, as to how much of the work as we
know it is original, and how much must be attributed to later

" Apain and again, in the works of clerical writers against witchcraft, the Key of Solomon
dledd the “Book of the Devil’. It was one of the books which Jeronimo de Lebana con-
feeved o having, seen in the home of the Count of Zabellan. These, he said, had been bought
e Avtwerp and smuggled into Spain: and their cost was well over four thousand escudos.
A that small collection was a copy of the Almadel (which isincluded in the present work).
e Biguisition of 1559 also prohibited the Key as a dangerous book, and the Roman

Lguisition proscribed the Book of Solomon for the same reason. Vide: Inquisition Records of

fo and Cuenca, Madrid, 1942.
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additions. This, from one point of view, is not really important.
If we are to decide about ‘originality’ we are faced with two impor-
tant and altogether mysterious considerations: Need it have had one
single author, and need he have been the actual historical Solomon,
son of David? Secondly, we are drawn into the morass of wonder-
ing whether the rituals are ‘true’—that is, do they work? This
type of study, however, is outside the scope of the present work.

Contentions levelled against the Key have, so far, been confined
to criticism as unfounded as anything in magic itself may be. One
writer says that it could not have been the work of King Solomon,
because he was a good man. It may be mentioned that an occultist
could reply to this with some justification that the Bible says that
Solomon fell and gave way to temptation! Again, orthodox
religionists have fought against the content, if not the authenticity,
of the Key because of its alleged ‘diabolical’ character.

Western occultists have counter-attacked with the thesis that
anything diabolical is a later addition, and does not belong to the
true work, which is, they say, nothing more nor less than the purest
spirit of High Magic, working through the Divine Force.

We know the Key in Europe through the manuscript copies
which are buried in the great libraries of London, Paris and other
centres. With the exception of one partial version several hundred
years old (which is not obtainable), there has been no unbiased
version ever seen in print, at any time. The manuscripts, diagrams
and their arrangements and sequence differ from copy to copy.
French and Latin are the usual languages in which the Key is found,
and most copies date from the eighteenth century.

But we must go much further back for evidence that the Key, or
something very much like it, has existed for probably over two
thousand years.

Even in the first century A.D., as Flavius Josephus tells us, there
was such a book. Eleazar the Jew exorcised devils with its help, and
with the Ring of Solomon which is so well known to students of the
Arabian Nights.

1 The oldest known version in this form is the sixteenth-century Latin copy in the
British Museum: Add. MSS. 10,867, Tr. by Isau Abbraha, from the Hebrew.
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The Great Albert, the same spell-book which is reproduced in
(ull in these pages, quotes from one Aaron, who is certainly Aaron
Isaac, the magician and interpreter of Emperor Manuel Comnenus.
‘I'he book that Isaac used is, from all internal evidence, the Clavicle
(Key of Solomon), and shows that its currency had continued from
the first to the eleventh century. The actual Alberz, of course, was
not yet on the scene, and these grimoires did not become widely
current in the West until the thirteenth century.

One copy tells how the Key was to be buried with Solomon in
his tomb, and how it was taken to Babylon and then brought back
by a prince of that country. ‘All created things’ must obey its secrets.

To return to the Arabian Nights evidence. It is thought that a
pood deal of the material content of the Nights is based upon
stories of Babylonian origin. The Arabs themselves possessed no
hook describing Solomon’s life and magical activities as mentioned
in the Nights: at least, no book that has been mentioned by the very
voluminous and indefatigable bibliographers of ancient Arabia.

These facts have led to a supposition that the Key may be
derived from a body of magic initiated or used by Solomon, which
was then or later current among the sorcerers of the eastern Mediter-
rancan. This contention is interesting in that there have been sug-
pestions that Solomon’s work is connected with the body of magical
ritual used in ancient Egypt, and attributed to Hermes. The term
Iermetic is still used to denote alchemical and secret works.

'I'here has been a confusion in comments and history due to the
lact that several books have circulated under the general title of
Solomon’s Key. The Key of Rabbi Solomon, for example, is a totally
dilferent work, dealing with planetary talismans. It may, however,
he connected with the Solomonic clavicle. Again, there is another
and very rare Key attributed to Solomon, which is not generally
available for comparison, and which is considered important
cnough to have a special section devoted to it in this present book.!

"I'his very interesting contribution tells how Solomon first came
imto contact with the genii whom he was later to control, how he
compelled their obedience, and of his downfall.

1Vide Chapter 11.
II
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The Lemegeton (Little Key of Solomon) is another book
examined in these pages, which deals with evocation of spirits.
It is distinct, however, from the grimoire which follows.

It is extraordinary how, in the study of occultism, people seem
to put the cart before the horse. Eliphas Lévi—the Frenchman of
the nineteenth century whose real name was Constant—was very
greatly influenced by the ‘Last of the English Magicians’, Francis
Barrett, author of the much-quoted but almost never seen Magus:
The Celestial Intelligencer, published in 1801.

Barrett quoted original sources in his tome, and was the first
man to reduce the available works of the sorcerers into a system of
magic: at any rate, the first of the self-professed occultists to do so.
But, while Lévi’s Dogme et Rituel and other books have been trans-
lated into English and carefully annotated by the translator, Barrett
remains a literally closed book. You cannot buy a copy of the Magus
without months of searching, and then only at a very high price
indeed. Few examples have even changed hands during the past
quarter of a century.

Lévi, again, based his system of magic largely upon the Key of
Solomon which we are now discussing. The actual Key is not (or
has not, so far) been generally available for comparison.

That such comparison is sorely needed is evidenced by the fact
that it is universally acknowledged that Lévi himself was anything
but accurate in his exposition of magic. Innumerable footnotes by
the actual translator of Lévi’s History of Magic point this out, quite
apart from the obvious mistakes throughout the book.

Of these two important sources, then, the Key is now presented:
perhaps some day the Magus will be made available also.

WARNING
To the Possessor of this Book.
This Section is not contained in all versions of the Grimoire.
It exists in the manuscript copies translated into French (‘from the
Hebrew’) by Abraham Colorno, of which a few copies are known

in the British Museum and the Paris Arsénal Library.!

! Such as the Harleian MS. 3981, King’s MS. 288, and Sloane MS. 3091, in the British
Museum collections; and the Arsénal MS. 2348.
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The person into whose hands the manuscript may fall is cautioned
and adjured not to part with its secrets to anyone who may be
unworthy, because of the power said to reside in its pages. This is the
peneral rule in relation to the secret doctrines of magical and
alchemical works. The text is as follows:

This work of Solomon is composed of two books. In the first
you can see how to avoid mistakes in operations with the Spirits.

In the Second Book you are taught how to perform the Arts
of Magic.

You must take the greatest care that this Key of Secrets does
not get into the hands of the foolish and the ignorant.

He who has it, and uses it according to the instructions, will
be able not only to perform magical ceremonies: he will be able,
in the case of errors, to correct them.

No operation will succeed unless the Exorcist understands
completely what he is about.

I therefore most earnestly adjure the person who gains pos-
session of this Key of Secrets not to pass it on, nor to share its
knowledge to anyone, unless he is faithful, and can keep a secret,
and is proficient in the Magical Art.

[ humbly pray the possessor of this, by the Name of God
TITRAGRAMMATON, YOD HE VAU HE, and by the Name ApoONAIL,
and by all the other Names of God, the High and Holy, that he
should treat this work as precious as his own soul, and share it
with no foolish or ignorant person.

Tue DesTrRUCTION OF ENEMIES

(1) This is a rite from the Key of Solomon, which concentrates
upon creating discord between and harm against two lovers. The
vimption is that the operator has some vital interest in this separ-
iion. At the same time, of course, magicians were wont to take a
pell such as this and modify it according to the result desired.
Spells, that is to say, are not inflexible. This is almost a principle of
mapic. Magical literature abounds with processes directed towards

13
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certain results which are clearly derived from a quite different
inspiration.

This fact goes far towards indicating that it is the inzensity of the
magical force, rather than its actual character, which determines its
efficacy, according to magical belief. This is what Solomon has to
say about operations of destruction:

It is important always to observe the requirements of the days
and hours in which the operation is to be carried out, irrespective
of the method used. And the correct instruments, perfumes and
so on are to be used.!

In the case of an image being used, write the name of the
person upon it with a consecrated needle, and say over the
image:

“USOR, DILAPIDATORE, TENTATORE, SOIGNATORE, DEVORATORE,
CONCITORE ET SEDUCTORE.”

Then this spell is pronounced, still over the waxen image:

“O commanders and friends, I conjure and command you to
obey this order without hesitation: consecrate this figure in the
name (NAME OF PERSON TO BE CURSED) and the one is against the
other; thus they are henceforth irreconcilable!”?

Then the image is to be placed in contact with the noxious
fumes which are burning in a dish: the fumigations of Mars,
brimstone and assafoetida. The efligy is left in this atmosphere
for a complete night.

(ii) A variation of this curse is when food is bewitched to cause
discomfort and disaster. The actual food is addressed, in the days
and hours of Mars or Saturn, and the terrible incantation pro-
nounced over it3:

li.e. works of hatred are done in the day and hour of Saturn, and offensive incense
(assafoetida, etc.) used.

2 i.e. the lovers whom it is desired to part.

3 Food and drink are unusually potent ‘conductors’ of curses: “The efficacy of a wish or
curse depends not only upon the potency which it possesses from the beginning . . . but also
in the vehicle by which it is contained—just as the strength of an electric shock depends
both on the original strength of the current and on the condition of the conductor. As
particularly efficient conductors are regarded blood, bodily contact, food and drink.”—
Westermarck Orig. and Devel. of Moral Ideas, 1, 586.
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“Where are you, SOIGNATORE, USORE, DILAPIDATORE, DEN-
I 01U, CONCISORE, DIVORATORE, SEDUCTORE, SEMINATORE?

“0O Ye, makers of hatred and prolongers of enmity: I conjure
vou by Who has created you for this work, I conjure you to
complete this work, so that when (NAME OF PERSON TO BE BE-
wrrcnep) eats this food, or when (NaME, ETC.) places a hand
(0 it in any way, he (/sHE) shall never rest!”

Fiustrating the Spell

[ust as processes such as this were widely known to exist in
[ormer times, and were greatly feared, so did antidotes to witchcraft
form o department in their own right. It should not be thought
(hat sorcerers ‘had it all their own way’: only the unprepared could
e hewitched.

I the carly years of the Christian era, the cornelian stone, set in
v 1inp, was worn as an infallible specific against hostile magic. And
thi belief was carried westwards when the knowledge of the Key
of Solomon and similar rituals deserted Byzantium for continental
I'irope. The magician himself relied to a great extent upon his
pentacles: the consecrated figures of a five-pointed star which were
Wil 1o be derived from the design on Solomon’s mighty Ring.

When the magical manuscripts now under examination were
virtent in Britain, the search for talismans of defence against
mapicians went on. For those who were unable to procure a cor-
nelian, another magical stone was provided in the words of a
eventeenth-century expert:

“Of the Land Toad. Take a great Toad, kill him, and put him
imto a Horse Dung hill, there let him lie, and the Ants will con-
ume the Flesh. In the Head you shall find a thing like a Stone,
picat or little, the which being set in gold, and worn about a
Man or Woman, it doth give them warning of any Mischief, or
I 1o them that weareth it, by changing colours in divers man-

ety !

i was one of those general-purpose defensive talismans,
! John Durant, A4rt & Nature, London, 1697.
5
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which would not only work against witchcraft or any other evil,
but would actually warn that the owner was in danger.

Another method, when the actual witch or magician was known,
was to compel her to remove the spell, if needs be by force. Many
cases are reported of witches being forced to take away enchant-
ments or demons, by counter-spells which caused the witch to
suffer awful agonies until she came and begged forgiveness and
promised never to do the like again.

Tue TiMes AND PowEers FOR MacicaL RiTes

Solomon’s Key concentrates upon planetary data in laying down
the days and hours upon which various kinds of rites are to be
performed. It is assumed that most people with an interest in the
occult sciences will have a sufficient knowledge of astrology to be
able to work out the days and hours of the planets. This is
probably so, but the method of working out which days were
under which stars, and how the planetary hours were arrived at, was
conveniently simplified by Albertus Magnus, in his Secrezs. As this
system is simplicity itself, and is given in the section devoted to
Albertus Magnus, it will be unnecessary to repeat it here.

Before determining the correct day and hour, however, the
magician must make up his mind as to what he is to accomplish,
and then read off in the list as to which planet governs that type of
operation. Solomon summarises these data as follows:

PLANET TypE oF OPERATION

Saturn Saves from the Pit. Operations for good and evil
connected with buildings; gaining familiar spirits
to speak to one in one’s sleep; luck and disaster in
business, property, fruits and vegetables; to obtain
knowledge; works of hatred, death and disaster.

Jupiter 2 L Honour and riches; friendship, physical health;
the heart’s desire.

Mars War, military success; valour; destruction; works
of disharmony, slaughter, death and suffering;
to obtain fortune in army affairs.
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Sun @ Money, hope, sortilege; operations to obtain
the support of princes and those in power; against
hostility and for friendship in general.

Venus Love, friendliness, journeys, kindness and
pleasure.

conjurations, prediction, discovering thefts, goods

Mercury E Eloquence, business; arts and sciences, marvels and
and merchandise ; operations involving deceit.

Moon Travel, shipping, love and reconciliation, mes-
sengers. Theft (new Moon), visions, water.

Powers of the Hours

1. Hours of Saturn, Mars and Moon:
Raising spirits, works of hatred and enmity.

2. Hours of Mercury:
Games, jokes, pastimes, detection of theft with the aid of
spirits.

1. Hours of Mars:
Raising souls from the inferno, particularly soldiers killed in
action.

4. Hours of Jupiter and the Sun:
Works of invisibility, love and well-being, and all unusual
experiments.

Signs and Planets to be considered for Magical Effects
The Effect of the Moon. Constructive efforts to be done when
the Moon is New. Discord and Hatred succeed when the Moon
is waning. Invisibility and Death only when the Moon is almost
obscured.

'I'he Zodiacal Signs and the Moon in magical operations:

"The Moon must be in Taurus, Virgo or Capricornus—that is,
I‘arth Element Signs, for Supernatural Effects.

[For operations of Love, Friendship or Invisibility, the Moon
must be in one of the Fire Signs: Aries, Leo or Sagittarius.

17
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Hatred and Discord is to be accomplished when the Moon is in
a Watery Sign: Cancer, Scorpio or Pisces.

All Unusual Operations are to be planned for dates when the
Moon is occupying an Airy Sign: Gemini, Libra or Aquarius.

In the days when every man had to be his own astrologer and
had to work out his own tables, the above data alone would have
taken some time to calculate. Magicians of former times would
probably have given much for access to ‘aspectarians’ such as are
published today, and contain the requisite material in tabular form.
The law of supply and demand does not seem to hold true in magic;
for nowadays there are probably fewer magicians, and aspectarians
appear in astrological magazines: while the actual astrologers
themselves are generally considered ‘respectable’ and are probably
not magicians. . . .

PrepARATION FOR THE GRAND RITE

The Key of Solomon, while giving details of several magical pro-

cesses, maintains that no operation involving contact with spirits
can be achieved without a magic circle being drawn and conse-
crated, after the master and his disciples have correctly dedicated
and purified themselves.

This is in line with the standard requirements of High Magic,
and dates at least as far back as the Babylonian tablets, which give
us a formula for the consecration of the Circle of Protection.!

It is only in the Key, however, that we find the complete detail-
ing of the preparatory rites: neglect of which, say magicians, would
inevitably mean that the evocation must fail.

The first requirement, then, is for the magician to decide upon
what he wants to achieve, what spirit will be invoked to accomplish
the deed. When this has been done, the mage will concentrate his
attention fully upon the ‘end which he seeks’. This continues during
the preparation and dedication of the robes and accessories, until
the actual time of the operation, which takes place according to the
data of times and powers of the planets.

1 Cf. “. .. boundary that the Gods cannot pass, which cannot be displaced, which neither
god nor man can explain.” See Records of the Past, 111, 142.
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‘I'he master must first of all ensure, says Solomon, that he is in a
tate of ‘ritual purity’. This means that he and his assistants must
\bstain for at least nine days from all unworthy and sensual things.
Ile should even fast for three of those days—or at least eat most
frupgally. The Grand Grimoire, however, which differs in some
points from the Key, gives the period of abstinence as ‘a quarter of

)
1 1moon .

After six days, the Prayer and Confession are to be read. On the
wventh day, the master is to undergo complete ablution and im-
mersion in sanctified water, with the prayer:

"0 Lord Adonai, who hast formed me, Thy unworthy servant,
i thine image, from plain earth: bless and sanctify this work, for
the cleansing of my soul and body, and may no deceit or stupidity
e here.

"' Most Powerful God! Through whose power the people were
\ble 1o walk through the Red Sea from Egypt: give me this grace,
putiticd and cleansed by this water, pure in Thy presence!”

I'he magus then completes his bathing and washing in the
wctified liquid, afterwards drying himself with a white linen towel.
I'hicn he is able to assume the ‘pure garments’ of the Art.!

I'hie blessing and robing of the assistants is thus: the two dis-
viples are taken by their master to a ‘hidden place’, and there he
lathes them in water consecrated as above, making sure that total
inmersion is achieved. Then the magus intones:

I'e thou regenerate, cleansed and purified, so that the Spirits
may neither harm thee nor abide in thee. Amen.”

I'he assistants are then purified, and may put on their magical
’ " 'I
I he Pure Garments

I'hese are of linen (‘but silk is better’), and completely white,
pun by a virgin girl. Those which have already been used by a

"Ome aver zealous eritic of the Key (he had apparently not read it) claims that the purity
Fhoddyand clothes proves that this rite is ‘diabolical’: because the early Christian St. Jerome
Bl “punity of the body and its garments means the impurity of the soul’ (Ep. cviii,
0 The Solomonice ritual is Jewish 3 even if it were otherwise, it is not now Christian
e dhat uncleanliness is next to godliness, so that the criticism is of little value.

19
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priest in his services are considered the best. On the breast is
embroidered in red silk, and with a consecrated needle;! this:

N_ 11
«

The Shoes
The footwear of the Art are also white, with these signs on them:

TO T

oD

i '

S TS

The Crown

The magus is instructed to wear a crown made of virgin white

aper, and upon it is to be written certain signs, with a duly con-
paper, p ) y

secrated pen: the Pen of the Art.
The signs are the Hebrew Names of God: YHvH on the front,
ADONAI behind, EL at the right side, and ELOHIM on the left.

1 Some versions give varying forms of consecration for the implements. One MS. states
that only one oration is needed, and this is to be said over all instruments used in the Art
of spirit evocation:

“Athanatos Sapientissime, artises qui sohovo servi tuo dedestint justus fabricar artiffia qu
adusan taberculi debetant in servi et a sanctificerit alus rebus hic presentibus pater virtutem
et efficacian ad mehe operanti seheter, en servant et sicti frecur: TAUTOS, TAUTAYON BARA-
CHEPI, GEDITA, IGEON, Amen.”

There are variations in the magical designs, too. MS. No. Acc. 36674 in the British
Museum collection gives these symbols for the breast of the Robe:

P ome

THE KEY OF SOLOMON, SON OF DAVID

The crowns of the disciples are similar to that of the master,
except that they are to have these signs upon them:

1€ O >

D rege R W
Vs B 4 s gn

Rk

Another copy of Solomon’s Key states that this is the correct
inscription for disciples’ crowns:

\“1'; ER VR RN A VRS
BT g e

Wwdo

While the vesting is taking place, certain Psalms are recited by
the master, beginning with Psalm xv.!
After Psalm xv has been said, this invocation is spoken:
\MOIt, AMATOR, AMIDES, IDEODANIACH, AMOR, PLATOR, AMITOR !
"The Paalms are: Nos. xv, exxxi, exxxvii, exvii, Ixvii, Ixviii and cxxvii.
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“By the powers of those sacred angels I dress myself in these
powerful robes. And through them I will bring to a successful con-
clusion the things that I burn to accomplish: through Thee, O Most
Holy Adonai, and Thy Kingdom and Rule is everlasting. Amen.”

The Making and Consecration of Pentacles

It is almost unanimously agreed by magicians that the pentacle
constitutes the operator’s greatest defence against tricks played by
spirits. They may be used to compel demons to speak, and identify
themselves: with their aid, spirits of good and evil may be conjured,
bound and made to provide the ‘karcist’ with whatever he may
desire.

Solomon’s Key is probably the most detailed of all the rituals in
its exposition of the art of pentacle-making—as the following pages
will abundantly show. First, however, it might be as well to get a
clear idea of pentacleology.

It seems that the true pentacle is the pentagram: a five-pointed
star, called in Greek and other magical literature the pentalpha—
‘a star composed of five letter A’s, equidistant from a central point’.
Considerable confusion has been caused by the fact that the hexa-
gram (six-pointed star, composed of two superimposed equilateral
triangles) has also been employed in magic. For this reason the
hexagram (sometimes called the seal or shield of David, father of
Solomon) has been thought to be ‘Solomon’s Seal’—whereas it
seems from the majority evidence of black books that the star
attributed to Solomon is in fact the five-pointed pentagram.

But there is even greater confusion to come. Endowed as it was
with wondrous qualities and miraculous magic, the pentagram
became synonymous with the word ‘talisman’. Hence, in the Key
of Solomon in the versions available to us, medallions which have
little resemblance to pentagrams are called ‘pentacles’ throughout.
In order to avoid confusion as to the items to which I am referring,
I call these objects ‘medallions’, and have referred to them as
pentacles only in a footnote.

The origins of the pentagram as a symbol of well-being and
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salety cannot be discovered with any certainty at all. One clue,
liowever, is found in a reference to this figure being employed by
physicians (who were, of course, invariably magicians as well) of
various schools of thought: as Menestrier says, “A star of five
points, composed of five A’s interlaced, was formerly made by
pliysicians the symbol of health, under the name of Pentalpha.”

This interpretation, however, if we remember the elaborate
(hought-associations of symbology, must date from some earlier
origin. The present generally used symbol of healing, for example,
i the Staff of Mercury, with the twin intertwined snakes: referring
10 well-known legends, and connecting with the magical exploits
of Moses himself. Somewhere along the line of transmission—
perhaps in Babylonia or beyond to the Accadians—this pentalpha
probably meant an epitome of some equally well-known facet of
occult lore.

IHowever that may be, we have recorded historical instances of
(he pentalpha or pentacle in actual use as a magico-medical charm.
I'ie badge of Marguerite de France,! daughter of Henri II, wife of
IHenry IV and the last of the Valois, was composed of a pentalpha
with a capital letter in each ray of the star: spelling out the word for
health: saLus.

I'hat the pentacle was used to represent fortune and blessings is
evidenced by such quotations as one from Aubrey, who says that
the figure was “heretofore used by the Greek Christians (as the
Sipn of the Cross is now) at the beginning of letters or books, for
pood Tuck’s sake”.

I'hie mystical aspect of the figure was explained by the Arabs of
i cortain family, who used it as their crest. After the advent of
Moliammed, the figure was adapted into a knot with five limbs, to
ipnily unity. This was one facet of its mystical (Sufi) interpretation,
il wtood for the Koranic quotation: “Hold fast by the Bond (knot)
ol God together, and never separate.”

Il Jews “did make this mark on their chrysome cloths”, as
I, Bathurst mentions, and “the Jews in Barbarie have this mark
i their trunks in nailes, and on their cupboards and tables”. The

! Died 1615.
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pentagram was widely used by others than the Jews under the
Hispano-Arabian culture of Iberia and north-west Africa—
‘Barbarie’.

Christianised, the pentacle surmounted even the challenge of a
new theology; for in No. 231 of the Lansdowne manuscripts we
find that Rennet, Bishop of Peterborough, opines: “The figure
of three triangles intersected and made of five lines is called the
Pentangle of Solomon, and when it is delineated on the body of a
man, it pretends to point out the five places wherein the Saviour
was wounded, and therefore . . . the devils were afraid of it.” All
in all, the pentagram seems to have had quite as varied and mystical
a history as the celebrated swastika, or any other variety of the
cross or other solar device. It may even be found in England used
in a devotional building:

“The magic pentalpha in the western window of the south aisle
of Westminster Abbey bears evidence that the black monks who
chanted in the choir were deeply read in occult science.” Another
person fond of the figure was Evelyn, for “John Evelyn in many of
his books, after inserting his name in monogram, was wont with
the pen to draw the pentacle between the words ‘Dominus pro-
videbit’ ”—which could very easily be part of a magical opera-
tion.?

But the pitfalls of the magician are not all covered, even with the
preceding information. For how many people know that there are
two ways of writing this mysterious and powerful sign? According
to magical symbolism, if it were drawn with only one point up-
wards, it signified the Power of God. If, however, it were inscribed
with two points upwards, it signified the Devil and his powers, and
was used in infernal evocation and demonology.

Solomon, in his Key, warns the reader that he must fully under-
stand the meaning of its works and significance before venturing to
undertake any of the rites. Ignorance, he says in more than one
place, is dangerous and therefore he who will be successful must
read and re-read the Key, to fit himself for its mysteries. One cannot

refrain from pointing out that, from the point of view of modern
1 Pallister, Devices, 1870. 2 Burke, Tokens, 1878.
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research, the Key as it stands does not provide such data as any
sincere would-be wizard would have to dig out.

In its use as a magical accessory, then, the pentacle had to be
drawn on virgin lambskin in bright red ink, and the skin prepared
when the Sign of the Sun was in the ascendant. Alternatively, other
magicians write that it could be drawn in gold on virgin marble.
In: iy case it had to be consecrated: this being accomplished by one
of the numerous methods of such dedication, such as are provided
in the text of the Key given in this book.

['he Instructions of Solomon on Pentacles

The Key specifically lays down that whoever wants to make
magic must know about the making of the pentacles. For this reason
(e son of David collected the knowledge, and passed it on to
lis son Roboam, his son—to whom, of course, the Key is dedi-

cated.

“Then, in these pentacles he will find the great and holiest names
ol God, written by him on the tablets of Moses. These I, Solomon,
learned through the services of an angel.
“And I have collected and consecrated them, for the good of all
limanity, and for the defence of the body and the soul (against evil
HUris).
| "'I'I)lc pentacles are to be made on the day of Mercury, and in
it hour. The Moon is to be in a sign of air or earth, and waxing,
il her days shall be the same as those of the Sun.
“Retire to a specially prepared room or other place, set aside for
(hiv purpose, with your companions. It is to be censed and per-
fumed with magical incense and fragrances.”

I'his is done when the sky is clear and mild. Some pieces of
virpin parchment are to be carried to this place. Also will be taken
liewe colours: gold, cinnabar or vermilion, and bright blue of the
ki, They must be exorcised, as also must be the pen of the
(inapical) Art, with which they are drawn.

I'ie making of the pentacles should, for preference, be com-
pleted on the day and in the hour indicated—that of Mercury—but
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if they cannot be finished by then, there are further instructions.
The magician is to wait until there is a second recurrence of a day
and hour of Mercury, before finishing and consecrating the figures.

When they have been drawn, a pure silken cloth—the ‘Cloth of
the Art’—is to be used to enwrap them.

“Then take an earthen vase, nearly full of charcoal. Exorcise and
purify frankincense, mastic and aloes, and put these upon the coals.”
This is the fumigant for the blessing ceremony, which must be
applied in the dedication of all magical implements.

The operator is warned that he must himself be pure, clean and
abstinent, as in the case of all magical operations. This caution
recurs several times in the Key, with the warning that if any small
detail of ritual procedure be omitted, nothing but failure can result.

Then, says the author, take the knife or the sickle of the Art,
and draw two concentric circles, and between them the Names of
God which are appropriate. The pentacles are now fumigated with
the incense smoking in the charcoal vessel.

“Turn your face Eastwards, and holding the Pentacles over the
smoke, repeat these! Psalms of my father (i.e. of David, father of
Solomon). Then say this Oration:

“‘O Adonai, Omnipotent, EL, all-powerful, AcLa, holiest,
ON, most righteous, Aleph and Tau, the Beginning and the End!
O thou that has caused everything through thy knowledge!
Thou, who elected Abraham as thy servitor, and who promised
that all the nations shall be blessed by his progeny; and thou who
hast manifested thyself to thy slave Moses as a flame in the
Burning Bush; who enabled him to walk dryshod through the
Red Sea! Thou, who gavest him the Law upon Sinai, thou, who
gave to thy servant Solomon these Pentacles, of thy mercy
unequalled, that souls and bodies might be saved!

““We with humility beg and implore thee, Majestic and
Holiest One, to cause the consecration of these Pentacles,
through thy power: that they may be made potent against all the
Spirits; through thee, aponar, Most Holy, for ever and ever.” ”

1 Psalms viii, xxi, xxvii, xxix, xxxii, li, Ixxii and cxxxiv,
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As soon as the Oration is completed, the pentacles are perfumed
and placed in their silken wrapping, to await the master’s future use
of them in the circle of evocation of the spirits.

['he Erection of the Circle

When the master and his disciples are themselves ready for the
rite, and have prepared all that they need for it in the way of
accessories, the next step is the making of a magical circle: the
refuge of the invocants, and specially endowed spot from whose
Jliclter spirits may be called, ‘bound’, and ordered to answer ques-
tions or perform any service.

There are several forms of the Magical Circle: ranging from the
ring of flour used by the Babylonians, or the ring of black stones of
the Hindus, to the portable paper circle of later magicians, and the
circle of metal which was reputed to be Solomon’s ring, and which
iself conjured genii.

The most accepted type, however, and that which is described
in some detail in the Key of Solomon, is that which is drawn on the
(loor or ground in a suitable place—such as a graveyard or ruined
huilding. According to the Key a rope is to be taken, nine feet in
length, and used in conjunction with the Knife of the Art as a sort
ol compass, to describe a ring on the earth. After this, another
concentric arc is described, within the first, and one foot less in
diameter.

As in the case of the vesting, Psalms are recited during this
important operation, the numbers of these Psalms being ii, liv,
cwiii, Ixvii and Ixviii.

"I'hen is the letter Zau drawn four times, once at each point of the
compass. Then, between the circles, and between the points of
(le last and South, the magician writes the four-lettered Name
ol the Deity which cannot be spoken. This is tava, and it is referred
(0 as the Tetragrammaton. Between the other points other Ineffable
Names of Power are written: “Between the South and West, aHIH
(11en); between the West and North, ALVIN (ELION) ; between the
North and East ALH (ELOAR).”

When this is completed, a double square is made, at some
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distance from the circle, and enclosing it. The distance between the
two quadrangles thus made is to be six inches. The angles of this
figure are to point to the points of the compass. Each outer angle of
this square is to be covered by another double circle, each one foot
in diameter. “Within the double rings of these circles, these Names
are to be written: at the North, ADNI (Adonay); at the West, acLA
(Agla), at the South, 11 (Yah), and at the East, av (EI).

Between the two squares the terrible and powerful Name
TETRAGRAMATON is written, once at each side. This is an exact
description of the Circle from most manuscripts, including that in
the Bibliothéque de I’Arsénal, at Paris, from which the illustration
reproduced here is also taken.!
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! Eighteenth-century Bibl. Arsénal MS. 2348.
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There are, however, variations on this theme, and other ex-
amples of the same manuscript in the Arsénal give another form.!

[n this second variety, although there are differences, the
cssential character of the circle of evocation remains the same. The
position of the smaller circles (which are occupied by the disciples)
is different. The Hebrew names of the Creator here are similar, plus
the secret word k1s—an abbreviation of KADOSH IEVE SABAOTH:

‘lloly God of Hosts’.

l'ntry into the Circle

The figure is now ready, and the workers are ready to enter the
sanctified precincts. Outside the arena a charcoal fire is lighted,
upon which the perfumes are to burn, plus a candle (‘of the Art’, of
course). After a short speech of encouragement to the disciples,
they all enter the circle, and the master closes it by completing the
last part.

Now the actual conjuration starts. It is closely modelled on the
processes given in the chapter devoted to the Book of the Spirits of
the Lemegeton of Solomon.? The magician, after consulting such
hooks as the Lemegeton, the Grand Grimoire or the Testament of
Solomon, chooses which spirit he is to raise. He will probably have
brought with him a medallion, made in the day and hour of the
planet of the spirit, with which to compel the spirit’s obedience.
Using the standard invocations and the Names and Words of
Power, he calls his demon and obtains his services. It is on these
occasions, too, that the ‘Black Pact'—in which the conjurer sells
his soul to Lucifuge and others—is performed.

I'he Rite of Conjuration
When all is prepared, the master makes an oration against pos-
uible interference by demons:

“May all devils flee, and particularly those who are inimical to
this operation! When we enter herein we call with humility that
(od the Almighty entering this Circle will cast down divine
pleasure and prosperity and joy and charity and greeting.

! Clavicule de Salomon, Bib. Arsénal MS. 2349. 2V, Chap. X.
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“May the Angels of Peace help and defend this Circle: may
discord disappear from it!

“Help and magnify us, O Lord. Thy Most Holy Name bless our
meeting and our speech. O Lord our God, bless our entry into this
Circle, for Thou art blessed for Ever and Ever! 4men.”

Then the master falls upon his knees, and recites the consecration
of the circle:

“O Lord our God, the Most Puissant and Most Clement, Thou
who desires not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn
from his evil and continue to live; grant us Thy blessing and
consecrate this ground and this circle, which is here described, and
which contains the most powerful and divine Names.

“O Earth! T conjure thee, by the holiest name AsHER EHEIEH,
with this arc, made by my own hand!

“May God, aponar, bless this place with all the heavenly vir-
tues. May no defiling spirit be able to enter this Circle, or even to
cause discomfort to anyone within it. Through the Lord God,
ApoNAT, He who is everliving, for ever and ever, 4men.

“O Lord God! I beg Thee, the Most Puissant, the Most Clement,
to bless this circle, and this whole place, and all of us herein.

~ “And that a good Angel be allowed us, to protect us. Remove, O
Lord, all inimical powers. Give us, O Lord, safety as Thou art the
Everlasting Ruler! Amen.”

Now the magician rises, and assumes a paper crown, upon which
is written: AGLA AGLAT AGLATA AGLATAI He is, of course, pro-
vided with pentacles, which are sewn to the front of his robe.

The time for the actual conjuration of the spirit has come.
Turning towards the East (or whatever direction is that of the genie
being addressed) he conjures him with the First Conjuration:

First Conjuration of the Spirit

“O Lord, hear my prayer, let my cry come unto Thee. O Lord
God Almighty, who has reigned before the beginning of the Ages,
and who by Thine infinite wisdom hast created the heavens, the
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carth and the sea, and all that in them is, all that is visible, and all
that is invisible, by a single word: .

“I praise and bless Thee and I bless Thee, I adore Thee, .I glorify
I'ice, and I pray Thee now at the present time to be merciful unto
e, a miserable sinner, for I am the work of Thine hands.

“Save me, and direct me, by Thy Holy Name, Thou, to whom
nothing is difficult, nothing is impossible; and deliver me from
he night of mine ignorance, and enable me to go forth there-

from.
“Enlighten me with a spark of Thine Infinite Wisdom.

“T'ake away from my senses the desire of covetousness, and t.he
miquity of my idle words. Give unto me, Thy Se{'vant, a wise
understanding, penetrating and subtle heart, to acquire and com-
plete all Sciences and Arts; give unto me capacity to hear, and
trength of memory to retain them, so that I may be able to accom-
plish my desires, and understand and learn all difficult and desirable
ciences; and also that I may be able to comprehend.

“(ive me the virtue to conceive them, so that I may be able to
Liting, forth and to pronounce my words with patience and humility
{1 the instruction of others, as Thou hast ordered me.

") God! The Father, Puissant and Clement, who hast created
Il things, who knowest and conceivest them universally, and to
whom nothing is hidden, nothing impossible:

"I beg Thy Mercy for me and for Thy servants, because Thou

.t and knowest well that we do this work not to tempt Thy power,
vl in doubt thereof, but rather to crave the kindness of a favour
o us, by Thy Splendour, Thy Magnificence, and Thy HolinEfss,
il by Thy Holy, Terrible and Powerful Name 1aH, at the which
the whole world trembles, and by the fear by which all creatures
uhey Thee. Grant, O Lord, that we may become responsivc? unto

I'iy Grace, so that through it we may have a full confidence in and
kiowledge of Thee, and that the Spirits may reveal themselves
licre in our presence, and that those which are gentle and peaceable
imay come unto us, that they may be obedient unto Thy commands,
thioupgh Thee, O Most Holy aponar, whose kingdom lasteth for

Iver and Ever. Amen.”
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Then the magician rises and touches the pentacles. One of the
assistants opens the book of invocations, and the master turns to
the four points of the compass, and says:

“O Lord, be Thou unto me a tower of strength against the
attacks and appearance of Evil Spirits.”

And then, again to each compass point:

“These Pentacles are the symbols of the Names of the Creator
which can bring fear and terror to you. Obey me, then, by the
power of these Holy Names, and by these mysterious symbols and
the secret of secrets.

“Then will the spirits appear and approach, from every side.”

If, however, they are unable to come—or unwilling—there will
be a delay.

In this case the fumigations are to be started again, and the circle
will be traced anew, and the knife pointed at the sky. Then the
mage touches again the pentacles, and kneels and says the following,
together with his disciples, all in a low voice:

The Confession

“O Lord of Heaven and Earth, before Thee I do confess my sins,
and repent them, cast down and humble in Thy presence. I have
sinned by pride, desire and idleness, by greed and debauchery and
drunkenness. I have offended Thee by all kinds of sins and defile-
ments, both performed by myself and tacitly by suffering others to
do them. I have sinned by sacrilege, rapine, violation and homicide.
I have sinned by the evil use of my goods, by my wastefulness, by
giving bad advice, by flattery, by malconversion of goods entrusted
to me, by tyranny over others, by breaking the Sabbath, by in-
chastity and injurying the deserving, by breaking my oath, by
disobeying my parents, by ingratitude, sensuality, irreverence,
profanity and pollution, and by neglect of my prayers.

“I recoil from the sins which I have done, sins of evil and vain
thoughts, suspiciousness and rash conclusions, idleness and lies,
deceit, perjury and slander.

“I renounce these crimes: treachery and discord incited by me,
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curiosity and greed, false words, violence, maledictions, blas-
phemies, vanities, insults and dissimulations. I have sinned against
(;od by breaking the Ten Commandments, by neglect of my duties
and obligations, and by lack of neighbourly love.

“I detest the sins of the senses that I have committed: by sight,
taste, smell and touch: by carnal things, thoughts, deeds and
[eelings.

“1 gdmit these before Thee, and I worship Thee.

“O Angels and children of God, I confess my sins, in order that
my enemy shall have no power over me, even unto the Last Day.
Ie cannot now say that I have concealed my wrongdoing.

“O All Powerful and Most Puissant Father, let me see the Spirits
by Thy Mercy, that I may have my desire and will fulfilled, by Thy
Power and Glory: who Art the Powerful, the Pure, the Father.”

There is only one conjuration needed now, says the Key, to ensure
that the spirits appear, as instructed.

“O Omnipotent, Everlasting God, Father of Creation, bestow
upon me Thy mercy, for I am Thy creation. I beg Thee, defend me
[rom my enemies, and strengthen my faith to be firm and strong.

“O Lord! I commit unto Thee my body and soul, and believe
only in Thee, and upon Thee do I depend. O Lord, O my God!
liclp me and assist at the time and on the day when I shall call to

I'hee.

“I beseech thy remembrance of my nearness, Thou art my
haviour: grant to me love to become better, O Lord! These are my
desires, O Eternal, Ever-ruling One. 4men.

“O Omnipotent and Most Wise one, Thou who created the
Ilcavens, Earth and the Sun, and all that in them are; O Thou,
Who hast breathed life into all things, I praise and bless Thee,
worship and glorify Thy Name. I am a sad sinner, and I ask Thy
aid and comfort, help me.

“By the power of Thy Great Name, I beg Thee to drive away the
obscurity of ignorance from my mind, and to replace it with the
light of knowledge. Remove off me all evil, and let me not speak
(oolishly.
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“Thou art the Living, the One whose light, whose Honour and
whose Kingdom reach into time eternal! Amen.”

During this address, the spirits will come. If they are not visible,
the Key tells us, the magus is to uncover the pentacles which are at
his neck. Any further difficulties with spirits can be overcome with
the Grand Conjuration, a form of which is found in the Lemegeton,
and which is detailed in Appendix I—under the name of ‘Second
Conjuration to Reluctant Spirits’.

It is stressed that in the case of delay, spirits will often send
representatives to explain the delay. A method of bringing genii
post-haste is said to be the pointing of the knife into the Heavens,
and a call to all the Celestial Angels.

When the angels appear (which they should have done during
the early part of the rite), they are questioned as to their names,
ranks and stations, and told what they are to do for the master.
Then, before the circle is left, the spirits are dismissed with this
phrase, of which there are several variations:

Dismissal of the Spirit

“By the Power of the Mighty ApoNAI, ELOHIM, sABAOTH, I
license thee to depart, good spirit, whence thou came. Be ready to
respond to my call when it shall please me.”
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CHAPTER II

THE CLAVICLE: SPELLS AND MEDALLIONS
Of the Process of Flying by Magic

A GIC may be able to perform all things, but this par-

Mticular ritual can be started only once in the year: on the
twenty-fifth day of June.

A stag’s skin is taken, and two garters are made from it. In the

inside of each of them is to be written:

o EE+H600 OMBAR

"T'his is to be done with the blood of a hare which has been
killed on the twenty-fifth of June. On this day also—and before
sunrise—there is to be gathered a quantity of green mugwort, and
ashort rod is cut from a holm-oak.

Both garters are filled with the mugwort, and one eye of a barbel
(ish placed in each. Now these valuable accessories are stored away
until nceded.

When it is desired to fly, the magician rises before the sun is up,
and washes his garters in a running stream. Then they are put on,
above the knee. Then “Take the oak rod, turn in the direction in
which you want to fly, and write the name of your destination on
the ground.”  The garters will fly at once, carrying the sage with
them. To stop, the traveller merely swishes the air with the rod, and
pronounces the word AMECH.
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Of a Spell Against Hunters

"There may be occasions upon which a magician desires to prevent
hunters being able to kill game. On the other hand, he may be asked
by some animal-lover to help in the struggle for the protection of
furry friends. Amid all the weird and wonderful processes of ritual
magic and spells which we find in the Key of Solomon it seems odd
indeed that this lighter-hearted process is included. It might, how-
ever, be argued that it is in reality a hostile spell, designed to prevent
an enemy from deriving any advantage from the hunt. However it
may be, here it is.

A rod of green elder is taken, and the marrow removed from its
two ends. T'wo small pieces of parchment made from the skin of a
hare are thus inscribed, each with the blood of a black hen:

One of these talismans is then slid into each end of the elder rod,
the ends afterwards being sealed with pitch. On a Friday, in
February, “fumigate the rod with incense, three times and when it
is in the air. Then bury it under an elder tree.”

When a huntsman passes by this stick (which is dug up when
needed, and placed by his path), he will kill nothing that day; we
are assured of this. “You can use it often, but it must be buried
between uses.”

ABIMEGH

Of the Ritual of Love and Advancement

The Solomonic writings devote a special note to this subject.
After mentioning that all is to be prepared for the circle and evoca-
tion, it is indicated that a special formula is to be written down:
“Then shall your wish be granted.”

Special formula:

“Sator, Arepo, Tenet, Opera, Rotas, 1AH, 1AH, ENAM, 1AH, IAH,
IAH, KETHER, CHOKMAH, BINAH, GEDULAH, GEBURAH, TIPHERETH,
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NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, MALKUTH, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Shadrach,
Meshach, Abednego, Come here all to my aid, and all that which I
scek to have.”

Of the Accomplishment of Unusual Operations

When it is desired to do something different from the processes
liid down in the book, or when there is something really difficult
(0 be done, the ritual of the circle and calling spirits is to be rein-
forced.

After arming himself with the usual accessories, including the
pentacles, virgin parchment and calculations of the correct times and
day of operation, the operator is told to repeat this adjuration, just
hefore the actual spirit-evocation ceremony:

“O God, Creator of all, who allows us to distinguish between
ood and evil! By the Names 10D 1AH VAU DALETH—SABAOTH, ZIO,
Amator, Creator: allow that this operation may succeed, through

T'hy Seal, Most Holy, O Adonai, Eternal! 4men.”

Then, we are assured, the operation must succeed.

Of the Works of Invisibility and Deceit

[nvisibility is classed by the Key of Solomon as a work of deceit,
insofar as it involves deceiving people as to one’s presence at any
piven place. In addition to the drawing of the usual circle, at the
times and on the days already stated to be suitable for this type of
cxperiment, certain other extra requirements are noted.

The operator, for instance, is to call out loudly these words:

““ABAC, ALDAL, IAT, HIBAC, GUTHAC, GUTHOR, GOMEH, TISTATOR,
1IRISOR, DESTATUR: Come here, all of you who like the places and
times in which duplicity and trickery are done! And you, the
masters of invisibility: come here, and deceive those who see
things: that they may appear to see what they do not, and that they
may hear what they hear not, and that their senses may be tricked,
and that they may see what is not true!
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“Come, then, here and stay, and consecrate this spell, for God
Almighty, the Lord, has assigned to you this function!”

If you do this correctly, says the Key, “you are sure to succeed”.

Of the Winning of Hidden Treasures

Caution and Explanation

The world, we are told by the Clavicle, is full of spirits of
various kinds. They know the location of treasures, and they guard
them. People who seek such treasure have often been harmed by
these creatures, which are opposed to greed. From this, and
textual indications elsewhere, it is evident that the treasure must be
sought with a healthy mind and almost altruistic motives, if this
rite is to be fruitful.

First, continues our magician, the spirits merely annoy the
treasure-hunter. Then, if their warning is not heeded, they may kill
him. This may be one of the reasons why other magical ceremonies
for claiming treasures stress the fact that the particular demon “will
bring the treasure to you™ or “will lead you to it, and you can carry
away all you need in safety”.

Assume, as one supposes we must, that the wizard knows
(probably through another spirit) of the actual location of one such
treasure. Naturally, it is guarded by spirits. Now he must know how
to gain the confidence of the spirit-guardians.

The method of accomplishing this is now discussed for us.

Conjuring the Spirit

This operation is to be performed on a Sunday, before the Sun
has risen, between 1oth July and 20th August, making sure that the
Moon is in the astrological sign of Leo. It is not always that a
magician can create such effects as he wishes, in the twinkling of an
eye, we should note: conditions must be right and aspects pro-
pitious.

Having satisfied himself that these requirements have been met,
the operator now proceeds to the spot where the treasure lies, under
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its guardian genii. The place is surrounded by a circle, drawn on
(he ground with the Sword of the Art.

The centre of the circle, it is carefully pointed out, is to be the
place where the treasure is. Above this spot is hung a lamp, whose
oil shall contain fat from the body of a man who died during July.
‘T'he wick is a strand from his winding-sheet.

The mage is, of course, arrayed in his ceremonial Robes of the
Art, and censes the circle three times during that day, with the
planetary incense for the day.

The man (or men) who will do the digging will each be pro-
tected with a belt made from the skin of a newly-killed sheep. And
in the same dead man’s blood this is written thereon:

pad——, PADOUS

This invaluable accessory will protect anyone from the phan-
toms. If the excavation is not completed on that self-same day, the
liole is to be covered with wooden boards, we are instructed, and
then a light screen of earth is spread over this, to conceal the open-
ing. The magus must be there all the time of the digging, wearing
liis robes and carrying the Sword of the Art.

I'ven though he may not be taking an active part in the digging,
the master is fully occupied. During the progress of the work he is
lo mtone:

“Adonai, Elohim, El, Eheieh, Asher Eheieh: King of Kings,
I'xistence of all Existences, be merciful to me, and look upon me
(rname) Thy servant, who calls Thee with humility, and begs by
I'liy most holy name TETRAGRAMMATON to be benefited.

“Order Thy Angels and planetary spirits to come and be here:
() Angels and planetary spirits! O all of you, spirits, I conjure you:
I, the deputed of God! let God order you to come, that I ask most
(crvently and most humbly. Amen.”

NOPA &«——

When the treasure is found, and the hole refilled, all the spirits,
i conformity with custom, are to be licensed to depart:
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The Licence to Depart They must be virgin (that is, have never engendered) and hence
young ones are generally taken for the Rite of Sacrifice. Before the

“O good and happy spirits, we give thanks for the granting of 2y -
acrifice is made, the magician says:

:vvhat you.h-ave given. Go, then, in peace, to rule the element which
is your divinely ordained abode. 4men.” “O High and Mighty creatures, may this sacrifice be acceptable
and pleasing to you. If you serve us faithfully, larger ones will be

2»

jitven to you.

When his oration is completed with the names of the spirits, the
wcrifice is perfumed, and the animal is slaughtered. According to
cveral versions of the Key of Solomon and other grimoires, the head
s to be severed with one blow of the magical knife.

In this chapter, however, Solomon speaks of other offerings,
which are also styled sacrifices. These consist of the wood which is
Appropriate to the day of the experiment (see Chapter XX) and
cach wood corresponds to one of the seven planets.

I'hen there are the offerings of food and drink. The bread and
wine are so chosen as to be in harmony with the planets connected
with the spirits to whom the offering is made. By this remark it is
vsumed that their colours and consecration follow those laid down
by the author of the Key. (Bread, water and wine figure largely in

pirit-propitiation ceremonies the world over; and their ritual use,
vl course, antedates the adoption of this symbolism by the Christian
hurch in its services.)

Ihe meal must be laid out on a pure, clean, white cloth, with
wother of similar type covering it. The meat—if there is any—is
10 he cooked. A pitcher of fresh water from a running stream must
he present also. When all is prepared—presumably within a magical
virclethe spirit is to be called by name:

N
.

Talisman for ‘Conjuring Infernal Spirits’.—Key of Solomon, 18th Cent. French MS.

Of the Sacrifices to the Spirits “Wherever you may be, Spirit, come to this banquet and accept
The sacrifices are the blood, and occasi onally the meat, of the .»Hr-nngs’ ’and gifts. If you agree to this, still better sacrifices will
animals and birds: white in the case of the good genii, and black . i oapaed.
i 1 . .
for evil demons. Ihen the food is censed with pleasant odours, and the conse-
{Maimonides (Guide 20 the Perplexed) speaks of the general idea behind blood sacrifice, Srated “v‘”flr sprm.k.lcd. over i Adter t}.lls follows he ll-sual oo
which later'anthrqpploglcal research has shown to be widespread among many communities i furation of the Sprrit, in the manner gtven under the rite of the
with a magico-religious system. He says that the Sabians believed that blood was the food M )
of the spirits, and hence was a link between man and genii. (Z4id, 111, xlvi.) Magical Circle.
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Of the Consecration of the Book of the Spirits

Make a small book in which are the prayers for all the operations,
with the names of the Angels, in the form of Litanies, and with
their seals and characters.

When this is done, you shall consecrate it to God and the clean
Spirits thus. Place it in a special room on a table which is covered
with a white cloth. The book is to be open at the beginning and on
the first page is to be drawn the Great Pentacle.

Kindle a lamp hanging above the table. Put a curtain around the
table, and dress yourself in the robes of the Art. Holding the book
open, kneel and say this Prayer:* and after this you will cense it
with the incense proper to the planet and the day, and replace the
book on the table. During this operation the fire is to be kept going,
and the curtain is to be kept closed throughout.

The process is repeated on seven successive days, starting on
Saturday. Each day the book is to be perfumed with the incense of
the Planet of the Day and Hour in which you are operating. The
lamp is to burn day and night.

After this you will cense it with the incense proper to the Planet
and Day, and then replace the book on the table. When the book
is consecrated, call all the Angels whose names are to be found
therein. Be not surprised if the Angels come not at once, because
they must struggle to associate themselves with man, the impure.
But they will come, and you must be sure to guard against impurity
of any kind. The book is kept in a small drawer under the table,
which shall have been made especially for its reception, until such
time as it is needed.

Of the Oracular Carpet for All Knowledge

This is a method of making what might be called a magic carpet:
one that tells all secrets—hence probably it could be said to be more
valuable even than the fabulous flying carpet which Solomon is
supposed to have commanded.

1 Here is repeated the prayer given under “Of the winning of hidden treasure”, above
and beginning: ““Adonai, Elohim, El ...”
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‘I'he carpet is made from new white wool: the time of the opera-
tion is during the full Moon, when that luminary is in the sign of
Capricorn, and during the hour of the Sun.

When he is satisfied that these requirements have been satisfied,
the magician repairs to a deserted place somewhere in the country,
[ar from the haunts of men.

Ilere the carpet is placed on the ground, one corner pointing
I"stwards, and another to the West. It is to be surrounded by a
I l(‘.

“Stand at the Eastern corner, with your wand in your hand:
and invoke Michael, to the East, Raphael, to the North, at the West,
(iabriel, and Muriel to the South.”

After this, the operator turns again to the South and calls upon
the name AGLA, and lifts the eastern point of the carpet. Then he
continues to the other corners in turn, “raising them off the
P nd”.

As he holds the four corners in his hand, the magus turns again
to the East, and calls out:

“AGLA, AGLA, AGLA, AGLA! O Almighty God, Thou art the Life
ol the Universe, and rule over the four parts of that immense area,
though the power of Thy Holy Name TETRAGRAMMATON: Yod,
Ie, Vau He! Bless this carpet in Thy Name, as Thou blessed the
¢loak of Elijah in the hands of Elijah; so that, with Thy wings, I
may be able to be protected against all: He shall hide thee under His
winy s and under His feathers thou shalt trust, and His truth shall be

i /r/()[cction.,’

I'hen the master is to fold the carpet, saying ‘“RECABUSTIRA,
( ABUSTIRA, BUSTIRA, RA, A.” “And then guard it until you need it,
and use it.”

When the time comes to question the carpet, this is to be done
it full or new Moon, and only during the period between midnight
i dawn.

I'lic rite may be done anywhere that is clean and pure.

"I'he night before this, the worker takes a piece of virgin parch-
ment, and on it, with a dove’s feather, writes this word: RAZIEL.
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The carpet is then taken, and the head and body covered by it.
Then the censer is lighted, and incense burned. Now the magician
lies flat with his face on the ground, under the carpet, and the
censer with him. He should be thus positioned “before the fumes
have started to rise from the incense”. Next, the parchment is held
to the brow with one hand, and the wand is used to support the
chin.

This is the spell to be recited in this position:

“VEGALE HAMICATA UMSA TERATA YEH DAH MA BAXASOXA UN
HORAH HIMSERE! O God, give me inspiration, help me to discover
that which I seek to know, whatever it is, with the help of Thine
aides, the holy PALIEL, TZAPHNIEL, MATMONIEL!

“See, Thou wouldst have truth in youth, and I will know wisdom
through this secret:

“RECABUSTIRA, CABUSTIRA, BUSTIRA TIRA RA A! KARKAHITA,
KAHITA, HITA, TA.”

Then you will clearly hear in answer the secret for which you
have wished.

Tue MiracuLous MEDALLIONS

These are the talismans through which almost anything, accord-
ing to the Key of Solomon, can be accomplished. They are referred
to in most texts as the ‘Planetary Pentacles’, though here I have
adhered to one reading as medallions, in order to avoid confusion
with those pentacles which are the ‘ordinary’ shields against the evil
of spirits, whose manufacture is described separately in the Aey.

These talismans share with the common-or-garden pentacle the
ability to cause fear among spirits. In addition, however, they cause
the spirits of the planets which they represent to obey the operator
in every way, and thus would be of service to any aspiring magician.
“Wherever you go,” says our author, “providing that you have
them with you, you will be completely secure for your whole life.”

Frequently referred to by occultist writers are the terrible dangers
attendant upon the raising of spirits. These spirits answer by false
names, misleading the operator; they may succeed (for they try hard
enough) in luring the magus or a disciple out of the protecting
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precinets of the Circle. In this case “death has generally resulted”.
Reading the assurances under the heading of these miraculous
medallions, however, one is almost tempted to think that this is the
complete answer: “When commanded by the Power of the
Medallions, all spirits will obey, at once, and without danger.”

If these talismans are made and carried, you will be “liked by all,
(irc and water will be overcome by them: and every created thing
will fear the Names (upon them) and be obedient to you”. Since all
magic involves the acquisition of power in one form or another,
one could say that the pentacle-talismans of Solomon alone are
worth any sorcerer’s trouble in making.

And the making, it is true, does involve some little labour. They
are 1o be preferably in metal, but they can be on parchment. The
metal is that which is associated with whichever of the Seven Planets
(I medallion refers to. The metal itself, of course, must be purified
iy fire, and the characters which are to be seen in the illustrations
1e engraved thereon with the Needle of the Art: a never-before-
used, exorcised needle.

The pentacle of Saturn is of lead; of Jupiter, tin; Mars of iron;
(1t of the Sun is of gold, Venus copper, and the Moon of silver.

I'lic medallion dedicated to the planet Mercury, commanding all
(i spirits thereof, is variously stated to be of a silver-gold alloy, or a
mixture of various metals—unspecified.

If they are instead of metal made in paper, the correspondence
ol planets and colours is to be observed. Hence the consecrated
virgin parchment is to have its designs inscribed thus:

Saturn, black

Jupiter, azure blue

Mars, red

Sun, gold or yellow

Venus, green

Mercury, mixed

Moon, silver or white-grey.

Would-be sorcerers will be relieved to learn that “‘size is of no
inportance, if all the other requirements are fulfilled”.
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The section on the making of these items ends with the usual
cautions that all the things which are customary (doing things in the
right planetary hour and day, etc.) must be observed, and that the
Names which are used, being holy, are to be concentrated upon,
and not treated frivolously.

Solomon winds up this chapter in some versions with terrible
curses upon those who may profane these rites, and those who, for
example, take the Name of God in vain.

Of the Pentacles for Compelling Spirits

The first medallion is one dedicated to the Sun. Its powers are all
things connected with honour, glory and kingly power. This talis-
man is also used in rites intended to inflict loss on others.

The second talisman is likewise under the Sun, and its"province
is to release magically anyone imprisoned. “If anyone is by chance
imprisoned, and held with iron chains, he shall at once be freed, if
this Pentacle is presented, engraved in gold on the day and at the
hour of the Sun.” According to MS. No. 2497 of the Paris Biblio-
théque de 'Arsénal (Les Vraies Talismans), the inscription within
the outer ring reads: “Dirupsiti vincula mea; tibi sacrificabo
hostiam laudis, et nomen invocabo.” This seems to be Psalm cxvi:
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“Thou hast loosed my bonds; I will offer to thee the sacrifice of

thanksgiving, and will call upon the Name of the Lord.” (16, 17.)

All created things come under the powerful talisman: the Face
of Shaddai. Confronted with it, engraved on the metal of the Sun,
in the hour and on the day of the luminary, every created being,

whether corporate or not, must obey. On the right is written, in
llchrew characters, the Name of God, EL; on the left another Name
ol the divinity, suapAL Around the circle is written: “Ecce faciem
ot figuram ejus per quem omnia facta et cui omnes obediunt
Creature.”

The next solar pentacle calls spirits to carry the sorcerer to
whatever place he may desire to go, at once.

Around the circle is to be written an extract from Psalm xci,
11, 12: “He shall give his Angels charge over thee, to keep thee in
Al thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands.”

Nearly all the Solomonic talismans contain quotations from the
P~alms of David, and it is the opinion of traditional mages that the
llook of Psalms itself is a sort of collection of magical incantations
with a hidden as well as obvious power.

‘I'he next pentacle of the Sun confers invisibility, and bears
within the twin circles this inscription: “Let their eyes be darkened,
that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake”—
(rom Psalm Ixix, 23.
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One of the difficulties facing any conjuror of spirits seems to be
that when the demons come they will not always immediately
manifest themselves—for some reason—in a visible form before

him. This next Sun talisman is expressly designed to ensure the
appearance of the spirits, when it is uncovered in their presence.
Around the circle is to be written: “Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep
the sleep of death; lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against
him.” This is, of course, from the thirteenth Psalm.

The next and last Sun talisman is another pentacle of power.

The next pentacle of Solomon is that of Venus, and serves to
control the spirits of that planet. It will produce grace and honour
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and by its aid every art appertaining to the powers of Venus can be
exercised. Around the medallion are written the name of the angels
NOGAHIEL, ACHELIAH, SOCOHIA and NANGARIEL.

Operations under Venus involving matters of love are carried
out with the aid of another Venusian pentacle. It takes the form of a
ive-pointed star within two concentric circles. The inscription is,
appropriately enough: “Place me as a signet upon thy heart, as a

dpnet upon thine arm, for Love is as strong as death”—from
Canticles, viii, 6. Within and around the pentagram there are
cortain signs which are almost unintelligible in the manuscripts.
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Probably these are attempts by unlettered copyists to reproduce
Hebrew letters.

Love can be caused in a person of one’s choice by merely dis-
playing the next pentacle, in which is written a Latin quotation from
Genesis, i, 28: “Benedixitque ielis Deus et ait Crescite, et mueti-
pluamini, et replete terrum . . .” Angelic and divine names complete
the figure.

Any woman’s love can be compelled in a moment by the use of
another pentacle of Venus, given in the B.A. Manuscript No. 2348.
Within the outer circles is written another verse from the Book of
Genesis: “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh . . .
And they shall be one flesh.”

7 ot Carne o
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The spirits of Mercury may be invoked and compelled with the
next powerful Solomonic pentacle. All operations connected with
the reputed powers of this star are carried out when this talisman is
shown.

Those who have business coming within the purview of the Moon
on hand should make use of the following pentacle, that of the
Moon. It not only calls spirits who come under this planet, but also
opens all doors, no matter how they may be closed. Psalm cvii, 16
is written upon it: “He hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the
bars of iron in sunder.” Like the other talismans, this, too, has its
quota of divine and angelic names.
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Spirits of Saturn are conjured and compelled to obedience by
means of the first pentacle of this planet. When it is shown to them
they yield, and kneel in submission. The square carries various
divine names.

SHOEL IV

Another Saturnian pentacle, with an extract from Deut. x, 17,
I also given here. With its aid, one may carry out any process under
the influence of Saturn.
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Those who, operating under Saturn, desire to cause a person to
be possessed by devils could make use of the following figure.

It contains written thereupon a powerful curse: “Set thou a
wicked one to be ruler over him, and let Satan stand at his right

hand.”

Do you wish to cause earthquakes? The power of the next
Saturnian talisman causes all Creation to shake, through the force
of the angels which it commands, if the talisman be properly made
—Tlike the other medallions—during the hours and day of the
planet, and in its metal.

All operations of destruction, disruption and death should be
carried out when the operator is in possession of another pentacle
or talisman of Solomon, again under Saturn, and prepared in strict
accordance with the requirements of occult manufacture.

Within the usual twin circles are the words: “As he clothed him-
self with cursing like as with a garment, so let it come into his
bowels like water, and like oil into his bones.” There is also the
six-sided star of David here. Within the rings comes a triangle
containing another circle decorated with the mystical letter YoD, in
the Hebrew tongue. Then, beside the sides of the triangle, come
words from Deut. vi, 4: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is One
Lord.”
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Saturn being such a malevolent planet, it is perhaps hardly sur-
prising that there is a special pentacle devoted to protecting the

operator against death on Saturday, his day. An eight-pointed figure
decorates the centre of our illustration, with magical inscriptions
within the circles.

Another Saturn talisman is used against arrogance on the part of
pirits, and also against all opponents. The figure consists of a
mapical square with the words SATOR, AREPO, TENET, OPERA, ROTAS,
inncribed therein. The formula is Psalm Ixxii, 8: “He shall have
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dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of
the earth.”

When the spirits of Saturn are called at night, the next talisman
is to be written outside the magical circle of evocation. In addition
to containing eight cabbalistical signs, the concentric circles con-
tain the names of four important angels: ANAZACHIA, OMELIEI,
ANACHIEL and ARAUCHIA.

The next talisman is of greater than ordinary interest, because we
have an historical instance of its use by a well-known figure. It
carries the inscription: “Wealth and riches shall be in his house,
and his righteousness endureth for ever.” (Psalm cxii, 3.)

This Solomonic talisman of Jupiter was found inscribed on a
piece of parchment on the body of Count Anselm, who became
Bishop of Wiirzburg, on the night of the ninth of February, 1449.
It has been said (of course) that this was the powerful talisman
which caused him to rise to such heights, and to gain wealth and
power, as well as evading all traps of his many enemies.

Another talisman of Jupiter, however, not only calls spirits but
protects the owner and forces the complete submission and active
obedience of all demons. In addition to the names of God ADNI
and 1HVH, and signs of the spirits, the inscription is from Psalm
cxxv: “They that trust in Jehovah (shall be as) Mount Zion, which
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.”
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Those who wish never to be poor, or who are poor and think
that they should be rich, are advised by the writers of the Key of
Solomon to resort to the next talisman, ascribed to Jupiter, and to be

R
SP

made in accordance with the colours, metal, etc., of his day and

hour.
The medallion or charm written on parchment, as the case may

7

be, is to be taken out and frequently looked upon. Then these
words which appear upon it are to be recited: “He raiseth up the
poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill,
that he may set them with princes, even with the princes of his
people.” (Psalm cxiii, 7, 8.)
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Those who seek to call the spirits of Jupiter for the purpose of
finding treasure could do worse, we are told, than use the next
talisman. The magical words are NETONIEL, DEVACHIAH, SEDEKIAH
and PARASIEL.

When the planet Jupiter is in the Sign of Cancer (the Crab),
anyone with a piece of silver could pave the way to untold wealth
by drawing the next figure on his silver, in the day and hour of
Jupiter. He should, of course, not omit the quotation from Psalm
cxii, 3: “Wealth and riches shall be in his house, and his
righteousness endureth for ever.”

Of the two remaining pentacles of Jupiter, the first is for seeing
visions. By its aid, we are informed, Jacob saw the ladder to
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Ilcaven. Some readers may think that they prefer the more solid
advantages of the last pentacle of Jupiter. He who carries it about
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lim, looking at it every day, will not be able to die. It contains the
lines from Psalm xxii, 16, 17: “They pierced my hands and my feet,
I may tell all my bones.”

To produce war, as might be expected, one would need the

medallion of Mars. In addition to this useful power, the figure can
destroy enemies, and will terrify spirits if presented to them. It
consists of one triangle within a circle, divided again into four
triangles. The words are from Psalm Ixxvii, 13: “Who is so great
1 Cood as our Elohim?” and certain Hebrew letters.
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Having started a war, it would presumably be necessary to ensure
victory. This can be done with the next pentacle. It is a cross within
a double circle, with the letters for the Divine Names of Power
arranged therein. The quotation is: ““The Lord at thy right hand
shall strike even kings in the day of His wrath.” (Psalm cx, 5.)

If you are faced with demons, you can compel them to do any-
thing if you only carry with you this figure of Mars written on

virgin parchment. It consists of a scorpion (the conventional sign
for the Scorpio of the Zodiac, which comes under Mars), and the
words: “Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder; the young
lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.” (Psalm xci, 13.)
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Then comes a Martian talisman for invincibility, against all
attack, and to turn the arm