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Introduction

Fnally, you're taking that long-awaited trip to Europe. Congratulations!
You're about to embark on a great adventure, and part of you may
feel a bit overwhelmed. You have lots of plans to make: where to stay,
where to dine, how long to remain in each country, and which attractions
to see — but I can help you every step of the way. You already took the
first step in the right direction by buying Europe For Dummies, 3rd Edition!

About This Book

You have in your possession a reference tool, not a guidebook that you
have to read from cover to cover. Open up this book to any chapter to
find the answers on how to make your European travel dreams come
true. You can read Europe For Dummies from start to finish if you want,
but if you're already familiar with some aspects of international travel,
for instance, skip over the first two parts and jump right into the desti-
nation descriptions.

This is a selective guidebook to Europe. My goal throughout is to give
you a really good selection of each country’s highlights. That means I
exclude places that other, more exhaustive guidebooks routinely include.
Brussels, Copenhagen, and Lisbon are important cities, but from the
perspective of the first-time visitor to Europe, they can’t compete with
London, Paris, and Madrid. In addition, so much is really worth seeing in
Europe that you don’t need to waste your time with the second-rate, the
overrated, or the boring.

Please be advised that travel information is subject to change at any
time — and this is especially true of prices. I, therefore, suggest that
you write or call ahead for confirmation when making your travel plans.
The authors, editors, and publisher cannot be held responsible for the
experiences of readers while traveling. Your safety is important to us,
however, so we encourage you to stay alert and be aware of your sur-
roundings. Keep a close eye on cameras, purses, and wallets, all favorite
targets of thieves and pickpockets.
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Dummies Post-it’ Flags

As you're reading this book, you'll find information that you'll want to reference as you
plan or enjoy your trip — whether it be a new hotel, a must-see attraction, or a must-
try walking tour. Mark these pages with the handy Post-it” Flags included in this book
to help make your trip planning easier!

Conventions Used in This Book

If you've tried to extract some information from a guidebook and felt
that you needed training in hieroglyphics to interpret all the different
symbols, I'm happy to report you won’t have that problem with user-
friendly Europe For Dummies. The use of symbols and abbreviations is
kept to a minimum.

The few conventions that I do use include the following:

v Abbreviations for credit cards: AE (American Express), DC
(Diner’s Club), MC (MasterCard), and V (Visa).

v Two prices for everything: First in the local currency (often the
euro, €) and second in the U.S. dollar equivalent. These dollar
conversions were calculated using the exchange rate listed in each
destination chapter and were accurate at the time [ was writing
that chapter.

Exchange rates can and will fluctuate, and the rate probably will
not be the same when you visit. However, because the fluctuations
tend to stay within around 10 to 20 percent, my conversions give
you a fair idea about how much you’ll pay (assuming the price itself
doesn’t go up, of course).

v+ Dollar-sign ratings for all hotels and restaurants: The number
of signs indicates the range of costs for one night in a double-
occupancy hotel room or a meal at a restaurant (excluding alcohol),
from $ (budget) to $$$$$ (splurge). Because of the number of coun-
tries covered in this book, these ratings are relative, applied on a
city-by-city basis. So a $ hotel in pricey London may be a quirky
bed-and-breakfast in a residential neighborhood with mismatched
furniture and shared baths; but a $ hotel in far-cheaper Athens may
well be a centrally located but plain mid-scale hotel. The same goes
for restaurants: At a rustic $$$$ joint in Madrid you may get a deli-
cious, stick-to-your-ribs stew for about $22; but a $$$$ restaurant in
Paris dishes up fancy, haute-cuisine dishes that can cost as much
as $85 per course.
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1+ Two categories for hotels and restaurants: My personal favorites
(the “tops”) and those that don’t quite make my preferred list but
still get my hearty seal of approval (the “runners-up”). Don’t be shy
about considering those in the second category if you're unable to
get a room or a table at one of my favorites or if your preferences
differ from mine. The amenities that the runner-up hotels offer and
the services that each provides make all of them good choices to
consider as you determine where to rest your head at night. The
runner-up restaurants are all enjoyable standbys that are sure to
serve up a tasty meal.

v Cross-references to maps: For those hotels, restaurants, and attrac-
tions that are plotted on a map, a page reference is provided in the
listing information. If a hotel, restaurant, or attraction is outside the
city limits or in an out-of-the-way area, it may not be mapped.

Foolish Assumptions

As [ wrote this book, | made some assumptions about you and what your
needs may be as a traveler. Here’s what [ assumed about you:

» You may be an inexperienced traveler looking for guidance when
determining whether to take a trip to Europe and how to plan for it.

v You may be an experienced traveler, but you don’t have a lot of
time to devote to trip planning or you don’t have a lot of time to
spend in Europe once you get there. You want expert advice on
how to maximize your time and enjoy a hassle-free trip.

v You're not looking for a book that provides all the information avail-
able about Europe or that lists every hotel, restaurant, or attraction
available to you. Instead, you're looking for a book that focuses on
the places that will give you the best or most memorable experience
in Europe.

If you fit any of these criteria, then Europe For Dummies gives you the
information you’re looking for.

How This Book Is Organized

I divide Europe For Dummies into six parts. The first two parts cover
planning and travel skills. The next three parts divide Europe into three
regions; you get the lowdown on 15 of Europe’s most popular destina-
tions, and all destinations read as mini-guidebooks. You find all you need
to conquer each city: historical background, local customs, the best
hotels and restaurants for every budget, out-of-the-way gems, and more.
[ even recommend how much time to spend at each major attraction.
The last part includes some fun top-ten lists as well as an appendix
packed with helpful travel info you can use on the go.
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Part [: Introducing Europe

This part covers where to go, how to link it all together, and how to
budget for your dream trip. I give you my picks of the best destinations
and sights and my recommendations for the most fun-packed itineraries
to fit your interests and vacation schedule.

Part I1: Planning Your Trip to Europe

If you're looking for a deal (and isn’t everybody?), read on. This part
reveals the tricks of the trade for finding the best prices on plane tickets,
rail passes, and car rentals. | help you find the best hotel in any price
range and share budgeting tricks so you can travel Europe without break-
ing the bank. I discuss tips for students, seniors, families, the physically
challenged, and gay and lesbian travelers. Then I guide you through
applying for passports; making reservations; dealing with trip insurance,
health issues, and Customs; and figuring out how to keep in touch while
traveling. I do everything but pack your bag!

Part 111: The British Isles

First, I help you tackle London and side trips in England to Bath; Salisbury
and Stonehenge; and Oxford. Then I bring you north to Edinburgh and
other Scottish highlights such as Loch Ness, Inverness, and Glasgow.
Finally, [ take you across the waters to Dublin and the best of Ireland’s
countryside, from the Wicklow Mountains to the Ring of Kerry.

Part 1V: Central Europe

Many adventures await you in Central Europe. From the much-loved and
often-visited city of Paris, | take you to the palaces at Versailles and the
Gothic cathedral at Chartres. After cruising Amsterdam’s canals and red-
light district, I help you explore the Dutch tulip fields in Haarlem and the
Hoge Veluwe Park with its Kréller-Miiller Museum. In Germany, I bring
you to Munich and Bavaria, where you can drink beer with oompah
bands and explore Neuschwanstein, the ultimate Romantic castle.

You raise a glass (of coffee) to the Hapsburgs in genteel Vienna before
heading to Innsbruck in the Austrian Alps. Finally, you head to the magi-
cal baroque cityscape of Prague, which rarely disappoints (nor do the
Czech Republic’s cheap prices).

Part U: Mediterranean Europe

The bright Mediterranean basin has been home to Europe’s great
Empires. From the multilayered city of Rome, I show you the ancient
Roman town of Ostia Antica, just a daytrip away. Then you journey to
Florence, the city of the Renaissance, and the nearby Tuscan towns of
Pisa, Siena, and San Gimignano, which help bring the Middle Ages back
to life. I round up my Italian tour with the canal city of Venice, one of the
most beautiful and unusual cities on Earth.
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Next | take you to Spain. You start in Madrid, which houses great muse-
ums and tapas bars, and the nearby towns of Toledo and Segovia, which
provide medieval respites from city sightseeing. Then you visit the great
city of Barcelona, with its modernismo architecture and Gothic quarter.

Part Ul: The Part of Tens

[ fill this part with ten of Europe’s must-see sights (and ten overrated
ones) as well as ten affordable European souvenirs for $20 or less and
advice on ten ways to break out of the tourist mold.

In back of this book I've included an appendix — your Quick Concierge —
containing lots of handy information you may need when traveling in
Europe, like average rail times between different European cities, clothing
size conversions, and contact information for various tourism agencies.
You can find the Quick Concierge easily because it’s printed on yellow
papetr.

Icons Used in This Book

Throughout this book, helpful little icons highlight particularly useful
information. Here’s what each icon means.

This icon highlights money-saving tips and/or great deals.

This icon highlights the best the destination has to offer in all categories —
hotels, restaurants, attractions, activities, shopping, and nightlife.

This icon gives you a heads-up on annoying or potentially dangerous sit-
uations such as tourist traps, unsafe neighborhoods, rip-offs, and other
things to beware of.

This icon, in addition to flagging tips and resources of special interest
to families, points out the most child-friendly hotels, restaurants, and
attractions.

This icon is a catchall for any special hint, tip, or bit of insider’s advice
that helps make your trip run more smoothly.

Sometimes a great hotel, restaurant, or sight may require a bit of effort

to get to. I let you in on these secret little finds with this icon. I also use
this to peg any resource that’s particularly useful and worth the time to
seek out.
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Where to Go from Here

Think of me as your advance scout. These pages are chock-full of insider
tips, hints, advice, secrets, and strategies that I collected while criss-
crossing the British Isles and the Continent. I explored. I took notes. And
I made mistakes — and learned from them — so that you don’t have to
make the same errors, even if you're a first-time traveler.

From here, you depart on your big European adventure. Keep in m