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About this book

| cannot remember, now, when | first
heard about the Kowloon Walled City.
It must have been in late 1979, shortly
after | arrived in Hong Kong, It was still
considered a dangerous place to visit
at that time, and | clearly remember
the strong feeling of being unwelcome.
| survived my brief forays then, and

the few that followed over the years. It
was always on my mind that | should
photograph the City, but the oppor-
tunity never seemed to arise. And then,
in 1987, the clearance was announced.
It was now or never.

Other commitments intervened, but
in the autumn of 1988 | started visiting
the City regularly. At a Christmas party
that year, a friend introduced me to
Greg Girard who, It turned out, was do-
Ing Just the same. A book was born.

To capture the flavour of the Walled
City on the printed page has been an
interesting challenge. Its density, its
unexpectedness, its smells, its sounds
and changing textures are difficult, if
not impossible, to convey. The decision
to use interviews was an early one. It
always struck me that 1t was the people
who lived and worked there who were
the key to its extraordinary nature, as
much as the place itself. The other con-
tributions fell into place later as a way
of rounding out the story.

In designing the book, | have tried
to reproduce the ‘spirit’ of the City. Like
the City, the book is crowded and has
no real order. Certain themes have
been brought together, but otherwise
you ¢an dive in anywhere and wander
whichever way you choose. Every
spread tells its own story, just as every
door in the City opened to reveal its
own slice of life. And there was no tell-
ing what would follow next. One could
only explore, and each visit brought
fresh rewards. | hope that the book is
as enjoyable to ‘explore’ as it has been
to put together.

lan Lambot, Hong Kong, August 1993
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Introduction
by Peter Popham

Hak Nam, “the City of Darkness”, the old Walled City of
Kowloon has come down. Many people in Hong Kong, both
Chinese and foreign, for whom it was never more than a
disqusting rumour, believed it went years ago. Not so. Almost
to the end it retained its seedy magnificence. It had never
looked more impudent, more desperate, more evil to some
eyes, more weirdly beautiful to others.

For many years its limits were blurred by a dense under-
growth of squatters’ shacks that spread outward from it. As
the first step towards clearing the whole site, these were
swept away and replaced on two of the City's four sides by
a dusty park where the landscaping is only now taking hold.
The City reared up abruptly from the bare ground, 10, 12, in
places as many as 14 storeys high, and there was no mistak-
ing it: six-and-a-half acres of solid building, home to 33,000
people, the biggest slum in the world. It was also, arguably,
the closest thing to a truly self-requlating, self-sufficient,
self-determining modern city that has ever been built.

For a long time the Walled City was synonymous with all
that was darkest and most threatening in China: opium dens,
warring Triad gangs, huge rats and terrible drains. But during
its final years, when proper policing meant that foreign in-
truders and inquisitive strangers no longer risked having their
cameras smashed or their throats sht, it became possible to
look at it in a different, more detached light.

What is a city in essence? How do we arrive at one that
really works, that satisfies the deep emotional as well as the
everyday needs of the people who live in it, to the same
degree as the ideal sort of village? For all its squalor and its
legacy of vice, Kowloon's Walled City offered some intriguing
answers.

The City in its final, massive high-rise form went back
barely 20 years. In origin, however, it was much the oldest
part of Hong Kong, and one of the few areas in Kowloon
populated in 1898 when the British acquired their 99-year
lease on the New Territories. Hong Kong, the island, in the
famously dismissive words of its first British governor, was
no more than “a barren rock”. By contrast, a settlement had
existed on the site of the Walled City since 1668, and the
‘city’ itself was built in the mid-nineteenth century.

It was a proper Chinese town, laid out with painstaking
attention to eternal principles; the Chinese believed that a
town should face south and overlook water, with hills and
mountains to the north. Given such conditions, the Yin
elements (from the water) and the Yang (from the moun-
tains) combine in such a way as to bless the lives of the
inhabitants with harmony. The Walled City was in these

terms very happily placed, with the great Lion Rock just to
the north of it, and Kowloon Bay immediately o the south.

What the geomantic sages could not control were the
infringements of the barbarians: first, marauding anti-dynas-
tic rebels, and second, and far more devastating, the British.
Under the terms of the 99-year lease, it was agreed that the
Chinese would keep this, their ancient toehold on the penin-
sula, and would continue to exercise jurisdiction there until
— or so the British believed — the colonial administration for
the area had been established. This condition was never re-
solved, however, and the situation rapidly became irksome
to the British. After military skirmishes between British and
Chinese troops, they issued an Order in Council announcing
that British jurisdiction was to be extended over the Walled
City as well.

But the Order in Council remained unilateral, and a
diplomatic stalemate ensued which was only ended in 1984
in the Thatcher-Deng agreement on the colony’s future.
Throughout the century of British rule, the Walled City has
been an anomaly: within British domain, yet outside British
control. Chinese officials left for good in 1899, but whenever
the colonial authority tried to impose its will, the residents
threatened to turn the attempt into a diplomatic incident.
Until the Second World War the Walled City kept much of its
old character, and offered a popular glimpse into the world
of Old Cathay for foreign tourists. '

The first body-blow to the place was delivered by the
invading Japanese: they tore down the huge granite ashlar
walls and used them to build Kai Tak Airport (the nucleus of
which is still the colony's airport) on artificial land created
in the shallows of Kowloon Bay. The former harmony was
destroyed: the creation of the airport drove away the Yin
spirit, which had been provided by the water. The City was
abandoned. And with both walls and residents gone, effect-
ively it ceased to exist. :

What remained, however, was its status as a diplomatic
black hole, and*in the chaos of the War's aftermath it pro-
vided the perfect place of asylum for the great waves of
refugees pouring south to escape famine, civil war and polit-
ical persecution. Hong Kong remains to this day a territory
peopled almost entirely by refugees and their descendants,
which is the underlying reason for the universal uncertainty
about reversion to China in 1997.

Even today illegal immigrants sneak across the border
all the time, though many are booted straight out again. For
many thousands of those who arrived in the 1940s and ‘50,
the City, surrounded now only by walls of political inhibition
was the place where they got their breath back: where they
could live as Chinese among other Chinese, untaxed, un-
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Gruesome though these factories are up close, it is the
presence of the legitimate businesses in the City which en-
ables us to get a clearer perspective on the place. For a long
time images of lund evil dominated public perception of it
This satistied the prunent, and often quite racist, curiosity
with Chinese low-life, but obscured the Walled City's many
positive achievements — some of which were really quite
astounding, and might even lend new credibility to that old
anarchist mogdel

Here you had a totally seif-contained, land-locked, extra-
legal community of tens of thousands of people crammed
INto a tiny space, each with one 1dea in mind: survival. [heir
needs were no different from anyone else's: water, light, food
and space. Of these, water was the most indispensable. The
only way to get it was to go down, and so that's what they
did, just as they had back in the old ancestral village, sinking
77 wells in all around the City, to a dgepth of some 300 feet
Electric pumps shot water up to great tanks on the roof-tops,
from where it descended via an ad hoc forest of narrow pipes
to the homes of subscribers. Plumbing was created in the
same pragmatic fashion, though not to a standard that would
satisfy any rational authority. (What is amazing is that the
sewers and the water supply did not get mixed up.)

To run the pumps and to light up the City's alleys re-
quired electricity, and this challenge was tackled in typically
robust fashion: they stole it from the mains. Only in the
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Born in Shantou, China, in 1912,
Lam Mei Kwong moved to Hong
Kong shortly before the outbreak

ot the Second World War. In 1949,
ne opened his first clinic at 4A Lung
Shing Road where, despite subse-
quent redevelopment, he was to
remain for the next 42 years, only
moving out under the terms of the
clearance in 1991,
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Lthough 75 at the time of the inter
view [in 19911, Hul Kwong was still
an active member of the Chiu Chow
Music Club. He had lived in the Cit
since 1961 and had served das Tinan-
Clal secretary of the Kair Fong Asso

Clation there 1or many vears
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BOrn in Fo uimndg, .hina, in 1920
Wong Hoit Ming spent much of hi
voulh in Thailand, belort h:'m:; X
Al Hed back to China, in 1938, o
campaigning against the Japanest
occupation of Manchurnia. Leaving
his wife and family to protect the
family land in China, he fled to
Hong Konqg alone in 1949
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Born in 1951, Chu Yiu Shan was

brought up and spent much of his

adult hte in the Walled City, He

aperated as a property developer At | 1b]
and estate aqgent Tor many vears,

only moving to Junk Bay when the
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Lau Yeung Yin
e tamily weaving bust

NEsSs Trom nis rather in 1982, run
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A Chinese Magistrate's Fort
oy Julia Wilkinson
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the Colony”, exclaimed the Hong Kong General Chamber of
f;'lr’:'l."l"!l;’in."l,‘ in 1898 lu"m' .-rT-;.I'u\.'-L‘r.” nf-;”:.'\ smoll city within
british boundarnies would greotly assist in the detection ond
repression of crime.”

It was easter said than done. In early 1898, Sir Claude
MacDonald, British Minister in Peking, began negotiations
with the Chinese on leasing extra terntory on the mamnland
opposite Hnm_;- I'-;nmj far aetrence purposes Almost at once
ne encountered a problem: “Greot difficulty is Kowloon City”
ne reported to the Foreign Othee, “necessity of withdrowina
permanent ofnicigls being much resentea

impatient to reach agreement on the lease, Arthur Bal
tour of the Foreign Office hastily telegraphed back: “Is it o
question of dignity or money? Would a lease get over it? It
money compensation 1S reéqQuireéd we couwla ofter reosonobie

[erms, or some arrangements might be made leon ing Chinese

arficials in the town unaisturbed but sutyecting them o
paramount British authority”

VacDonald contirmed that it did indeed seem to be a
question of saving face, 0 very important consitderation
with Chinese” .ilthnm_]h orhcially the hum_]i'r Yamen [Chinese
toreign Othee) claimed the transfer of power would cause
instabihity. There may also have been some concern that
according to traditional beliet, any tmperor who lost a city
gunng s reign would be unable 1o enter the royal ',r;mplr
and tace his ancestors spirits

Al any rate, the Chinese were adamant about retaining
junsdiction in Kowloon City, by which they meant the Walled
Lity, not the suburbs, even if it was limited by the British
insistence on the phrase except so far as may be inconsist
ent with the military requirements for the defence ol Hrm{;
Konag'

“The retention of Chinese junsaichion within Kowloon
Lity wos the pomnt on winch the Yamen showed the aqreotes!
determination’, summansed MacDonald after the final draft
for the New lernitones lease was completed. He continued
It 1s not to be supposed that the City of Kowloon will long
remain outside British jurisdiction with the surrounding
district sutyect to it, but | think that no harm con result from
allowing o o do so tor a few years longer, and thot little
inconvenience will be caused by il, especiolly as the authorily
of the Chinese officials will be exercised subject to the
stipuiation that it does not interfere with military require
ments”

How wrong this proved to be! The ambiguous wording
of the Kowloon Uity clause that was inserted in the hurniedly
dralted i’{'irnt_] Convention for the Extension of H{:F‘H] KI‘IF‘H;,
signed on 9 June 1898, would only serve to exacerbate prob-
lems in the future within the city of Kowloon. the Chi-
nese officials now stationed there sholl continue to exercise
junsaiction except so far as may be inconsistent with the

military requirements for the defence of Hong Kong. Within
the remainder of the newly-leased territory Great Britain
shall have sole jurisdiction. It 1s further agreed that the exist-
inq londing-place near Kowloon City shall be reserved for
the convenience of Chinese men-of-war, merchant and
passenger vessels, which may come and Qo and le there ot
their pleasure; and for the convenience ol movement ol

the officiols and people within the City”,

Ihe clause immediately caused outrage among the Hong
km'n_; press and business community Chinese jurisdiction in
the Walled City, claimed the Hong Kong General Chamber of
Commerce, would prolong the "moral danger” that the City's
notorious suburbs represented and “could not fail to exercise
a mohign influence on the minds of the natives, and would
assuredly have a damaging effect on British prestige in
South China”. A British journal was even more explicit: “We
will never be able to maintain good order nor enforce sani-
tary measures as long as Chinese officials are allowed to
remain in Kowloon. The Chinese officials must go, and the
sooner they go, the better for oll concerned”

The convention was to take effect on | July 1898, But
various factors delayed the formal possession of the New
lerritories until April the following year, by which time local
villagers and clan leaders had built up considerable resent-
ment to the new arrangements. When they resisted prepara-
tions tor the takeover, the Governor, Sir Henry Blake, called
on the Viceroy of Canton for "ample protection” Although
the elderly Viceroy heartily disliked the barbarians, he im-
mediately complied and sent down 300 troops.

On 3 April, after a party of police sent to quard workers
l‘fl‘.'l'llﬂi] 'l‘r’r:l!-"-.l‘lt‘fi“n' tor Ih[‘ uiliﬁal POSSEssIon ceremony was
attacked, a further 600 troops were sent. Bul organised
resistance continued, with violent clashes and some loss of
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1940 everything had been aemolished apart from the Lung Government’, reported the Government document. And nc
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after the British occupation. One inhabitant capitalised on Chun school, the yamen — more recently used as an old they would still not give up their claim of jursgictior
this tourist trade by selling copies of the Walled City's his- people’s home — and one private house. [he clearance gave With negotiat -*_.-H deadlocked, the Hong Kong Govern-
torical stone inscriptions to visitors the Hong Kong Government its first taste since 1899 of ment went anead with 1S 3liternative pian. eva ; on oF 1nt

Meanwhile, however, the world outside the walls was China’s stubborn insistence on claiming jurisdiction over the squatters. This time, however, things didn't go as well as they
rapidly changing: with the reclamation and development of Walled City, and its last taste of success In achieving 1ts aims nad done in 1934. A week after the SQudiiers nad becr
Kowloon Bay, the Wallea City gradually found itselt further relatively peacefully. The ‘place of popular resort, however, forcibly expelied and their huts demolished, a riot broke put
and further inland, surrounded by new roads, public housing never materialised, much to Kennedy-5Skipton's dismay. When resuiting in several injunes wnen police tnead 1o stop those
estates. factories and. eventually, Kai 1ak Airport. By contrast, the Japanese occupied Hong Kong during the Second World who had been evicted from returning. Protests flared ug
the City itself was deteriorating; by the 1920s its south wall War, they demolished the last bit of the Walled City's histori- spreading as far as Shanghai and Canton, where the British
had crumbled and Lung Chun Pier had fallen into disuse. [he cal identity: its wall. The stone was used, ignominiously, to Consulate was set ablaze. To prevent Anglo-Chinese relations
mandarin's office and many of the 60 domestic buildings extend Kai Tak Airport deteriorating any further, the Government quickly dropped
were practically in ruins. In the surrounding hills, thousanas But although the Walled City had lost much of i1ts visible the eviction programme. It marked a turning point in p .
of Chiu Chow squatters raised pigs and poultry: many ol prestige, it didn't stop China, after the War, from announcing from now on, apart from a couple of occasions. the Govern-
them had even filtered into the City itself Its intention to reciaim Its nghts and establish Civil courts ment was to adopt a largely hands-oft’ approach towards

It was time, thought the Hong Kong authorities, to get within the City, Nor did it prevent refugees, fiooding into the the Walled Uity
rid of this awkward and insanitary place once and for all, In enclave, from recognising it as a reruge guaranteea protec- Lelt 1o ItS own gevices, the enciave geveloped into what
1933 the Government announced plans to demolish the tion by China. By 1947 there were 2000 squatters camped In the Governor, Sir Alexander Gr
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houses, compensate the 436 squatter- residents and turn the ' the previously deserted city Ihe Government decided to act as a cesspool of iniquity, with heroin divans, brothels ang
area into a place of popular resort ongd antiquarian interest” pefore the situation {_'Ili-'[ out Of control everything unsavoury . Not that this was anythir v F
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nort, further compensation in the form of a new house for
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An aerial view of the Wolled
City in 189/4, just a lew years
arter the hinal crop ol muifli
storey buildings hod bequn to
reploce the earlier stone and
wooden houses. Spreading oul
in a low canopy (o the south
and west are the tin shocks
of the Sai Tou Tsuen squotter
seltiement. wnich was nol
cleared until 1985

Crs Or pOst-war immiqrants. They worked as traders, coolies, Urt‘Tl*rH'tf soltly-softly .ip;‘.lﬂhlr.‘h Slr‘r‘ll|.lr|x’, H'Inmuh warning
shopkeepers, and factory workers — especially in the plastics notices were issued, health regulations were not enforced.
industry. Many also ran illegal climics within the contines of The Post Office delivered mail a job only for the fit and

10 the west of Ker Tok Awport,
the paraticiogrom outhne pf
the Walled City cuts o sormy
Agure in thes mop of 1947
With its woll dismantied dur-
ing the Second World War,
the Tty was no more than o
SCrap of long on which O few
SQItOry Owiings remaineg

the City as unregistered doctors and dentists

the medical authornties didn't intertere with their
practices. Nor did the tducation Department supervise the
schools within the City, nor the Rating and Valuation Depart-
ment demand rates on properties. Although the 1959 case
against Wong Hon had clearly established that the Walled
City was, by law, subject to Hong Kong regulations like any
other part of the terntory, the hands-off policy was still
widespread among Government departments. Only a select
tew demonstrated Britain's tentative claim to junsdiction,
while the People's Republic of China made no show of
unsaiction at all.

Hong Kong's Urban Services Department was the most
visible, chlorinating the four registered water wells several
times a day, collecting rubbish and might-soil, and investigat-
ing infectious diseases. But it never prosecuted residents for
dumping refuse in the street. Education and advice was the

KOWLOON PENINSULA
(LT3

fearless, the Social Welfare Department provided social
services, and the Labour Department reqistered factones in
the area and attempted to enforce safety and wOorking requ-
lations. The Inland Revenue Department even taxed the
income and protits of those residents “."H}I’it.”‘ll:;! outside the
City Perhaps the strictest controls were maintained by the
Public Works Department against buildings which obstruct-
ed atrport tlight paths, and by the kire Services Department,
which prosecuted offenders and seized dangerous goods
There was little either department could do, however, to re-
duce the overall hazards of the tightly-packed and danger-
ously-built slum

As for the police, their spokesman claimed in 1970 that
“action has been and will continue to be taken ogainst any
ileqal activities in the Walled City, like any other places in
the Colony”. But it was only a few vears later, when relations
between Peking and London grew warmer, and visits to the
City by Hong Kong and British government officials —
including a very shocked Governor — increased, that they
launched a serious drive against the “cesspool of iniquity”.
From 1973 to '74, they made an unprecedented 3685 raids
and 2580 arrests, seizing nearly 500 pounds of heroin and
3891 pounds of opium. The sustained activity represented a
major shift in Hong Kong's policies towards the City. “We've
been walking a tight-rope for years , said a police source
after the raids, "and we're still treading carefully. [But] we're
no longer satisfied in just keeping the lid on vice and crimi-
nol activity. We've stepped up our attacks on the City more
than ever in the past year.”

The reaction from most of the residents was generally
positive. A younger generation was beginning to influence
opinion within the City, dissipating the fierce political loyal-
ties of the older residents. The main concerns now were for
better living conditions, particularly a proper water supply,
safe housing, and crime-free streets.

There was a growing official recognition that these new
attitudes held the key to change: “The answer to an improv-
ed environment lies largely with the inhabitants”, suggested
a newspaper editorial in June 1974. "When they are ready
to co-operate with the Government, improvements can be
made more swiftly. In the absence of a political solution that
would permit more rapid measures to be taken, the slow and
steady nibbling at the fringes will have to continue.” |

Slow and steady it was. In 1980, a 21-strong Walled City
and neighbouring Sai Tau patrol unit was established, with a
seven-man team on 24-hour duty. Although Triads were still
active (in 1980 a Triad gang boss threatened to ‘chop up any-
one who dared oppose a rise in fees for the sale of illegally

tapped water), by 1983 the Kowloon City district’s police
commander maintained that the crime rate within the Walled
City was “no higher than that of other parts of Kowloon City”
Organised drug dens and vice syndicates were no longer a
major problem, he said: minor robberies had taken their place.
The sin was going out of the City. In 1983, 50 street lamps
were erected by the Kowloon City district board. Light was
coming to the City of Darkness.

In August of the same year, China's senior representative
in Hong Kong, Xinhua News Agency bureau chief, Xu Jiatun,
made an unprecedented visit to the Walled City, praising the
local Welfare Promotion Committee — rather ironically, con-
sidering the sordid state of the place — for doing "o good job
in self-administration”. The Kai Fong's president, Cheung Yat
Fan, was delighted by this symbolic show of concern. Did he
think Xu would now reinforce China’s claim to jurisdiction,
protecting the residents from the Hong Kong Government's
increasing presence? Did he want Xu to raise the red flag and
tell the Government to keep their hands off China's territory?
No. He hoped Xu would help them get a piped water supply.
“Although the Hong Kong Government has bettered our living
environment in recent yeors’, he said tactfully, “there is still
plenty of room for improvement.”

Not long afterwards, Hong Kong's Acting Governor,

Sir Phillip Haddon-Cave, also paid a visit to Kowloon City,
though, diplomatically, he only skirted the edge of the Walled
City. Nonetheless, speculation ran high that something was
about to happen.

Slow and steady, still treading carefully, the Government
bided its time. In 1984, the Sino-British Joint Declaration on
the future of Hong Kong was signed. It provided the impetus

needed to solve the Walled City problem once and for all. The
people, too, were ready: “Times have chonged’, confirmed
Law Hio Cheung, a founding member of the Kai Fong, in
1986. "We don't soy ‘we hove to defend Chinese territory
with our lives’ any more. Nowadays it's the economic well-
being of the people that is most importont.”

I'he announcement, made at 9am on 14 January 1987,
came without warning; the Government was to clear the
Walled City, compensate eligible residents and develop the
area into a park. Fifteen minutes later, a similar announce-
ment was made by the Chinese Foreign Ministry in Beijing.
“An actual improvement of the Iiving environment of the
Kowloon Walled City not only occords with the vital interests
of the inhabitants within the Kowloon Walled City, but also
with the interests of the Hong Kong inhabitonts as a whole.”

No mention was made of the 1898 Convention, nor of
jurisdiction claims. The only reference to the Walled City's
tangled political past was in the Ministry’s last words: “Like
other parts of Hong Kong®, it said pointedly, “the Kowloon
Walled City is o question left over from history” No one,
even now, was giving any answers. But a solution had finally
been found.

The editor and author gratefully acknowledge the Royal Asiatic
Society, Dr Peter Wesley-Smith, author of Unegual Tregty 1898-
1997, and Gillian Chambers for their help in locating the sources
used in researching this chapter.
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Lam Shu Chuen hived in ”' tll'."n,. 110
VCAars. A senior mem
OCr of the Kal Fong Association, he
sCIVed as chamirman of the Industrial
Lommercial Liasson Commiuttee for
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Chan Pui Yin arrived in Hong Konag 1O help keep the o Ihere were | L0 tNEe Government nor. at the '
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Ng Kam Mu hived or worked at the
Chung Fat cafe on Tung Tau Tsuen
Road for nearly 30 years, from the
day it opened until its closure in
1991 during the first phase of the
clearance. She preferred not to be
photographed.

but they alan t reel there were many
opportunities there so decioed to come

"

i | s Liv] = s B i ¥ g s
over 10 the ywalleg Lity ang open a

care. vium is L hu vnow putl they nad

no fmends here really
the Walled City was just a piece ol
undeveloped land in those days, bul
s Il &

00N peopie were 1ooaing 1n, setting

1 s T & Th i i T--.-- " A= el &
na ouniamng Nouses. Ineére were no

3
contracts, no ganqs, and the nouses
were |ust one-storey wooden huts like
those on the hilisiges.
But as more and more people mov
ed in, those with money and intluence
including the gangs — began to take
an interest. There was 'a big piece of
pork waiting to be ‘carved up’. Mum
<aw a 10t oF hights for controt 1n tnose
days. She was young and frightened,
so she paid protection money — just a

tew dollars

| remember when we were small we

had to fetch water from taps at either
end of the street, We even had our
baths there completely naked! We
weren't as shy as kids today! But we
weren't allowed to play outside much
Whenever there were quarrels or fights,
Mum would tell us to come back inside.
She always made sure we came home
irom 'H,k‘jf".L_];,']: 0Or w If'lL"F{:"‘-.'t'.r on tiime

Dad was educated — heé was doing
some kind of secretarial work — and he
insisted that we went to school and
study. Not everyone went to school in
those days; there was no compulsory
education. | remember one school
started by Chan Hip Ting: a left-wing
place called the New China School.
There was also a kindergarten run by
the church: a woman was headmistress
The school heads would say to Kids in
the City: "Hey there! You've nowhere to
go; why not come up and learn a few
words and study?”

| was sent to a church school, close
to where the Mei Tung estate is today;
back then it was just four villages with
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brithhant and wouldn't lel people look
gown on me or my brother. When Dad
¥

aied someone tried 1o take the cate
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struqqied nard (o kKeep it going [ he
cate was everything to us. We sold all
Kinas ot things then; tea, coffee. con-

b - § ¥ i

qee, rice. nignt 4 ¢ 0eginning, we

actually sold sova mitk and milet too

But the whole area was becoming
more and more developed, and con
crete bundings three- or tour-storeys
high beqan 1'-1%1:1 ng up Then in the
'H}E, these were torn down as the riahts
to bulld even taller ones were neqot:
ated. Developers offered owners two
fiats for one, 1n eéxcnange for being aole
o build a new block. We were given
Iwao storeys when this 11-storey build-
|r‘|:_; Wds l_'ll!!ilj!gffk'l}. We Were even put
into another place while 1t was built

IL;J.fh‘-_il‘-_-. LK@ ours also asked tor com-
pensation tor loss of business. We had
to close down for nine months for
which we got about $7000 — quite a
reasonaoble amount because the aver-
age wage then was only around $1000
a month

lhe caté was very different before
the changes. The celling was much
higher, for a start. Ihere was no air-
conditioning then either, and the place
was open to the outside. We eventually
got electricity from China Electric; in
the '50s and 60s there was none at all,
so there were no fans or lights. We
used kerosene lamps to study by and it
was very dark at night, but the place
was alwavys full of bustle. All sorts of
people were around then. It was much
more peaceful, though, no robberies
or suchlike,

We all worked long hours. The café
was open from 9am until very late at
night. Now people have started moving
out, there's hardly any business.

The plan to pull down the City came
as a real shock. We're still struggiing to
come to terms with it — this place has
been around a long time after all. And
Mum's put so much of her life ano
energy into this cafe. The older genera-
tion feel that this 1s their land; they
built and made their lives on it. It's im-
possible sometimes to put into wWordas

the difficulties we 've been througn. 1ne
L1 ‘A i . . h

[\54",1,_,-{-[1'If:1'f'|' ECCITIS ST LItate
appreciate our |

And there used LO De SO much e
crimination against us in inc pds

dal 1] L) WETE

YU Weic rom LY YL h

ed a 'no-qooder. Now people accuse
s 0Ol hieinag qreeqy Mum goesn't wan
1O talk .”:-J.'.I.: the Oolg Limes any mort
| am like Mum: a tough woman. | an
forthright and gemand to be Informed
0 ,-,,-h;|.r'-, nappening I'm not going to

be bassed around. In the past, wh
someone wanted 1o redeveiop our pi
we were consulied

Government officials must be held
responsible for what they do and say
People talk of theére being no control
whatsoever in the City, but actually the
Government started to tackle the drug
selling. prostitution and other criminal
activities here as long aqo as the 1960s
And now they announce the v/ re pu ing
the place down. But have they consult
ed anyone?

| feel | am a victim, | want the City

to stav: it has been our ‘iron rice bow

Of course, it's true there are problems
here, but | do feel a sense of belonging.
| must admit though, that in the old
days, when the place was all low builg-
ings and small cottages rather than
nigh-rises, peopie were much friendlier
to each other. When you were walking
around the City you'd greet people and
sav ‘hello' in the street

Since the high-rise buildings went
up, I've rarely gone inside the City itself;
I've always staved on the outer edge
where the cafe is — in fact, now that |
WOrk somewhnere else in 'r"iii."![_; FJJ.“.L]I |
don't go in at all. I'd almaost certainly
get lost in there if | did!

I've asked the Government for $5
million compensation, which | think
1S fair since | have to find my mother
a flat, and that'll cost more than $1
million — and now | will have to take
care of her for the rest of her life. It
won't be possiole to Set up a similar
shop outside the City: getting a licence
IS not easy, and finding such a good
location impossible '

The Government must negotiate
with us: it's unfair of them JLI"_\.I 1O tear
everything down and impose any con-
ditions they want. | explained my pro-
posal to the officials. but since then
we've heard nothing.
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Lam Leung Po became a partner

in his minced fish factory in 1983.
Located on the ground floor of 58
Lung Chun Road, his business was
just one of many food-processing
factories in an area conveniently
close to the one Government stand-
pipe to be found in the City.
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tection money. The rent was
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r here and the nyvqiene réequia-
ns were not so troublesome, thatl
was the most convenient part EvVery-
much Simplér nere somenow
e've never nad a nvagieneé inspeciol
sisit. for example, not once. Of course,
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Lheng San sel up his small tactory
on fai Lhanq Street, in the [ll.*'r.fl iIn
1968, He made wooden rulers ther
ror the next 22 yvears, moving out i
1990 during the first phase of the

clearanct
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Chung Lo Ying's daughter, Chung
Yuk Yee, lived in the Walled City
from her birth, in 1961, until mov-
ing out as part of the clearance in
1991. Marnied, she lived with her
husband, son and daughter in an
apartment in the same building as
her mother.
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Kowloon W:
by Leung P

QOur Place

ng Kwan
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but she had the feeling they didn't like her very much. Before
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terent address. When she tirst startea aati she toia ner

La - . 1 a B N b I 1 =] ' 7 il & T =
bovinena 1o park in front of 4 Ul 0 Nnag sOomc way from tht
Walled City. pretenaing that was wnere sne nved She made

was gone before she came ol

ut aqaitn and ran the

long way home
= ad . . e i ' r | Y %
It took me a long time to be abie to tell people | grew

she had been mar-

up in the Walled City”, she says. By then,
ed and divorced, and had been living outside the Walled

City for years. In 198/ atter the i““:-.'ar‘:;_] i‘n"."u-" -h-'*-,-:."rf“*"t"‘-' an

nounced pians to tear it gown, some ot us wanted to go

and have a look round. She offered to be our quidg, even

[!:[1-.3'_;‘7 she had not been hack Tor 3 'J.:'”i Lime.

"The boys used to wash themselves at the tops besige
the rood aond play baoll in the street lhey were so nauaghty.
they shot sparrows for fun with their cal -:h:;--r-'* " Though lost
in memories of her childhood, she didn't fail to point out
now thlr‘.gs had changed HJ{ re used g to be two parts (ot
'1'.'J-'-'::u' City; on one side were the tall buildings of Tung JTL.'

Isuen, on the other the squat wooden huts. My house would
have been over there.”

This was her story. She had no personal experience of
anything earlier than that, but the old people told us about It
[hey had been through several earlier ‘'demolitions: in 1936
they put up resistance and the plan was abandoned; in 1948
3 demolition team arrived, but auickly lett atter the resicdents
started throwing stones

All this happened before we were born. While we were
gros m*rj up, we didn’t have any history books describing
these events. And now a doddering old man was telling us

about scenes from the past, i "lti"l’li:il mnin

with a hint of
his voice "]UI"‘{ one went up o {_TL,‘[}T_F.‘-_.;_};.*‘IH'..; [0 Seek HU.HII’I'T.?.’?
Guangzhou stugents demonstrated and pulled down the fog
at the British Consulate there, demaonding that all demolition
cease.

And so the Walled City was saved, bul
1anging By the time of our vis

Inside something
itin 198/7. when

ernment had once again announced that

was quietly ch
the Hong Kong Gov

N D jown, there was no further opp.
[ L i I'1 1 ¥
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looming nearer, this must have been another or the secret
iareements between the two sides in the discussions, Britain
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Y Ndl CONCK ¢a MOSL orainary rolk was Lne simpi¢ mat-
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er orsurvival. 1n0e 01 man dsked. vvrno is rnere

[(ney (meaning Chinal said we should find
fight 1t ourselves. We're like animals
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IS the compensation adcqudit rént a sin I SpAce
outside and continue making a iving? More importar
should a place which IS not 10eal be preservead or snoutd the

Status quo DE L't'la,".i;t';lf' Most people who lived there saw the

nlace as home They wanted to preserve 1t and fouqnt the
chanages being visited upon them as nard as [tnéy Could

1Al ¥ i = T

What kind of place are we talking abouts ihe ola can-
nons abandoned in one of the alleys are an indication. In the
last century there was a pier for merchant snips near here,

er, the pier was demolished
e fort were torn -:1-.::;.- Lo be used in the

quard led by 3 small stone fort. Lat

and the walils of th

construction o the airporl. 1nhe bounaaries representel 1 DY
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the wall
more. and the boundary between 0ld and new wasn 't all that
what kind of a place was this’/

Well, Old People's Street led to the old people’s home,
and there really was a well on Great Well Street; just about
been clearer

H!'L‘-q.j g I-'l |j 'llnc.i-""a r‘.i;-l

everything ivea up 1o I1ts name It coulan't have
But then how could you explain Br nl"l ST
years, these brightly lit shops had veen L|"‘¢_' IJ'”T’J“‘-.' DUTVeYOrs
of white powder [heroin]. Prostitution, gambling and drugs,
all had their niche here. Not far away, around a few corners,
was the place where my friend played as a child — a happy
and free place *H.‘rt' pros > themseives on one
side of the street, while a priest preached and handed out
powdered milk T_u the poor on the other; social workers gave
guidance, w ruq addicts squatted unaer the stairs get-
r;ﬂ“ high: what were children’s games centres by day hecame
strip show venues by night. It was a very complex place, diffi-
cult to generalise about, a place that seeme d “l[]r“TL‘H-'r~1 but
where most people continued to lead normal lives A place

just like the rest of Hong Kong.

Never mind that people said it was an area without law,
under no jurisdiction, In fact, in recent years, a lot of the
crooked businesses had been curtailed. Most people were
engaged in making an honest living. The fish Hd|| and pig’s
blood businesses had always been good there. It seems such
dirty work, but the resultant products were regarded as the
tastiest of snacks in all the highways and byways of Hong

t7 For many

tutes instal
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lust one ol several missionary soci-

cties which used to work in the City, L ntler F membi
the Salvation Army ran a successtul tration with the Ed Kiwa b in Au |
Kindergarten at its premises on Lung lepartment se Limes, bul O ‘ the kind a i
Chun Back Road for many vears. The /ed. | e (] : < 1
interview was qiven by Simon Wonag, |
an officer in the Salvation Army re- han |\ ¥ I,
sponsible for the Walled City. ! | neople attending our se
I i | ™ i '.:- nev ng 'y i nnan <t i
g & i A\ fHiret cf terd o | 1 ] 2 _r-_ r | \ . i
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, by e AF t . nnning | ' i< the ! ires e f moloved by i [ | (5 . n |
' | ! Lt ' i people o tnat t
- . o ) Ner r ot metimi .
: ' £ | nag ' 151 1 ' aw and 1E€r. Feople nave tnt .
Ir 1otal exper N 1aCLl. (ne annu ME| V& Q INe park |ust oul n that the Walled City | | Fil
Tl : ! nearily 500,000, of e the City | other times we qo | , but in the past — espt
1 S 7000 /| : ) K. W\ | | [ 1 /U 1t .
' ' 14 ' ' ' ' nmu f 1C1 10}
N r | Py i1 I i | L 1 ™| Je t ! AT o | &T,
Taalell dnen tne moine I 1 1 1 TINGQ | 'S | GO T 1 lucient bia brothe ere [y Ng and working
tucient i (ld nmigrani a5 5uU0d | enit iontad y 1] | | nere )y NODOOVY aared make 1 l¢
| . . to the mainland. the he<e autina . k | Rince the der ban Wac annod
iL | 1 18 L I% ! 1 dl & (e that 1l !
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I Dronel intn the cniaren became mportant, nowever. IT nothing eist { Hunninag our sct 1l here 15 Tind
! irng id ot nately. w LU l NNl the Ki1gs 1O e} "l JNISTHT excepl for tne tnreat o1 nire. sinct
Uy QULalirii 18] NP SO thal | { nen; they ! U1 t ' 10 WL T1dvVe | ] jular i : {
| . r d I f [ f "y ' } a1 n 3 iy t faclo st Vi Tal
Ve nevi K parents to show tht ; nment IS very bad and we nawi ithough 1t was hinally put out, r e
lentity cards or the children's birtl [o keep the air-conditioning on in botl in tell when it might happen aqait
Cf ates. All they have to do vinter anga summer. |} means enor We have power f Irés 0cea
ng anda | | (T NECO 1L [ CCLl Ly L 1> | y. | 3000 WE | e Nad (o | (
§ 100 y LU L i | { [ I [1C o | Al it AN 51 | il | [t Li Y
=T | ol 1r ] '|-:_ 1Nl 1 ] | f .J.l"P ! J I:_-..r | } ] | [ | 11 e T | % & A U I %" | Il-r 1€
SC1 SOme Kids nere have motiners SOrsnip but, pecause we are not a req the power cuts by pretending that play
" A eaal immigrants l"-i".-l"": ISLEFE SCNof iNng the vwalea ity 15 a nag N the gark 1s a game — then thi
N tNE pasi ne-tentt 1 ine popu i Lcaly sensiiive plact Ir request J cnN aon L cry
Lor i o 8 LY was maae up oi ire Len turnea gow! LIS ' L 1O Ting teachers for
n people. T} iy red ¢ Navt DOSSIDIE S SOrS d Nno 1S many people think the V &0
I Qur Kids IS their adaaress, SO wner organisations wnich aireagy nave d LILY IS gangerous, Our teachers art
Government officials or other orqatl close relationship with the Salvation mainly Lnristians who have served in a
»alions ask us about the number ol Army. such as the Canadian Club, tht salvation Army school before. so they New | ns. We believe that it we helj
egal immigrants in the Walled Cit A\merican Women's As ition, th I€rsiood the working conditions hert ramily to s ne proolem, it w
we can't provide the informat German Speaking ( Ip and the Dutcl peiore the cepted the jot have a chain eftect and
LIS QUILe mmon for idies Committee. We hing nucl prooadly move in July 1990 L0 sOlve others
tO nave psvchiatric problems Tolpal gasier to approach foreign organisad but we have not decided what to do
ire over-active while others are too tions as they are more open to a plact atterwards. We did not want competr
juiet and passive. Parents here usually n, but a new scl nstead. The
K them in their fats anad doi | ' I LS response wa 115d Y '
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the Hong Kong Government
the school could still be found
on _}Iliii. ':"'-u,' Ip-lr“_”. 1! ,”i't' N
building, over the Old People's
:_'.,..n.!..-:.. [iltie r-._l|li CRC0EC 1n
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remained on the walls, and
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butlgings at the centre of the City

in 1971, protecting them from re

development over the next 20 years
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candy business from its beginning
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City a few years later, and to 1ls

Fstabl

nld

Vil dilS

1

'l § F
vUal

12 Sai Shing |

19705

cl |

{OCa LI

furl,ﬂ

carly

I HH'

.l-.. &
L T
AJ#.-.:..S At
Y .-_J.IJ_PI__L-.FF.FL-..
Lri-;rﬂﬁq;a;ﬂﬁf
IR LE0NT )
wRE? LARTARTRED
BRI AN
RARUYLR 0T
LS F L. LA dreh R AR
LIRS
WEELANNE LN
....hl.._ RAEL =" =
A,.,ﬁaﬁﬂ,
ra L ANE







'

o

—

e

c-a

1] H *

L
= A ———
Ay N——— -

1) -

5
——— - T

Arriving in Hong Kong at the age

of 26, Chan Kwong worked as a haw-
ker and in a plastics factory before
opening his own golf-ball factory,

in Kowloon City, in 1970. Two years
later, he moved to Tai Chang Street
in the Walled City.

| am originally from Shantou, Chiu
Chow, and | came o Rong Kong with
mv brother 1in 1948: the rest of our

fmilv toliowe 1atel

' = g : % 3 I £ .
Viv.company 1s called 131 Kwonag

Plastic Factory and belore |

the Walled City, 1n the 1970s, it was n
rented premises at Shing Ngam Road
| would manutacture anytning — hai

™ . £
[ |

clips, tovs, ornaments, plastic fowers

Now we are making golf balls,

When | first started my factory |
employed five or six men, but after a
few years | started to use automatic
machines, At times, | was operating
24 hours a day. At one stage, | also
CMDIOVED :3['} O more
who worked at home

With the golf balls, | started ofT by
doing just a few hundred, then a few
thousand. then more than 10.000. Now
| make qolf balls for many countries —
the USA, Japan, France and so on — and
| deal with big companies, Including
one from America which 1S up in the
top 10. The lrade Development Coun-
cil acted as the intermediary for my
golf-ball production and | got 1o know
my business partners from abroad
through them

Golf-ball manufacturing requires a
10t of experience. Sometimes | am sent
specific designs. | do the packing my-
self, but a freight company organises
the shipments. American buyers have
visited my factory. They were very
impressead by our ability to produce
10,000 or more golf balls:a day. If you!
product is up to standard, they trust
vou to do the job — once they otfered
me more capital to expand.

My business was maost prosperous
in the 1970s, making $300,000 or so a
month. There was one contract worth
$700,000 that we completed within
two months, As the cost of production
IS 10W, Our prices are very competitive.
remale workers are paid I1n accordance
with the number of buckets of golt
balls completed. Ihere are 12 dozen In

f

female workers

DLUICKC 10 W St ,",I:::" A

1 i |

nat tné vwalléd Lty 1s 10 Dt
':1- n ] il : |‘ [ | I E-I I 1F [ ': ] J
DLUSINESS MOrt 150U . na NOoL pr
ucing as mucn as oerort

i f

|"'r' -|:I b ’ =T 1.IJ' I | Iir. i
S I 1 | i 5 F I i
] L i L ' . i & ¥
Et ::. dalad i £l |.| - {r
| T Fl ¥ L I.' 1' i i r
8| 1811 i L YV LS B i '
{15800 ftors trom 1N DIOLIT [T &
Department and greater freedom. | did
not have to take out insurance policies
'|'_|' l_r-l .II'I-I.I_.‘I,t-._\_ F' o ...’.-lr-i @l B r
I AR TEL"E" i B LR Y | R L 1L | WA R

holidays. There was no problem with

i L]
TII{I [!"'.._r:.._ S AS 0] [}- a5 d :.-I:I"‘!:[.!l,i"f nas

d qQood reputation, It can obtain an

rdraft or letters of credit. The TDC

PCORICT Nave aiso visited my f.._gL tory
When the City 1s demolished, | will

go back to my old home on the main-
land where | still have some relatives,

although | will probably visit Hong
Kong every now and then, My son and
daughter do not wish to take over the
business and so | have no Successors.
My wife is still working, but in a gar-
ment factory. She does not like plastics
manufacturing

Demolition is coming at the right

-

time, just when | am con ng
retirement. However, the Government
s offering just $300,000 compensation
for my site and $30,000 for relocation
Look at this electric cabling — the
installation of that alone cost more
than $30000. 1 am 67 years old and
was told to apply for compensation for
nermanent closure. It was approved,
but now they've changed their mind.

14

5






U

= TR R

=
[
. —_ .
=’
——,
= S
-
==
o
=
-

-
-
e r == - -
L= - ==
— - -
— . -
- - =
i T
L B et o O
—
"
F - S 5
= - — I‘lnl -
— - [
g g,
— il m e
i
- — U
" e e " =
—" — = _—
— F o — -
= i
- _— s .- P
- n— -t L
o - " -
_ » _— -
-H.... .
_— - - -
- r -
P —— — - = r
= = e 3
. — - .
-— - S
e
_— ..1. i i
= -
p—
e S =
— r et -y
- e T
— il =
o
- - — -[
] = -
- " o
- o
= -
_— - -
- . — -
o = - Fpe—
- - - -
ks - i
- -
p .
= ' A
e s
J sl - -
a— -— il - '
1 = g -
= -
— " — -—— — -







Chau Sau Yee was born in Chiu

Chow and came to Hong Kong when / sleami ' Tl ked
he was six vears old. In 1968, at thi

aqce of 14, he ettt school 1o |'!1.'|1.'r Nnis

father in the family bakery business. some are sold to retail shops and
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Born in 1930, Wonq Yu Viing fled to
Hong Kong with his wife and child-
ren in the late 1950s, opening his
dental climie on Lung Shing Road
within a few months of his arrival

Iq_

THE MNAKAL DENTAL SUPPLY CO.
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Having talked to us without proper
sguthorisation. the interviewee —

d ponce officer with several vears
experience of patrolling the City
asked that we not identify him. The
photographs are of other police
patrols, met by chance in the City
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Peter Chan was hirst attracted to
the 14K Triad as a teenager. Atter
a difficult childhood, the Triad way
of life seemed to offer a sense ol
security and belonging that was
hased on a rich history and strong
traditions. Established in the late
nineteenth century, the 14K Inad
had its first headquarters at 14 Po
Wah Road in Guangzhou — from
which it took its name. Originally a
republican secret society opposed
to Imperial Manchu rule, the Tnad
soon turned to more dubious activ-
ities as a way of raising funds.
Chan was imtiated into the Inad
in 1960, at the age of 17, and quick-
ly became an active gang member,
Over the next few years he was in-
volved in drug-dealing, robbery and
fighting in the Wong Tai Sin and
Mongkok areas of Hong Kong, as
well as in the Walled City. In 1965

he received a two-week JEH| sentence

for robbery, and served further
short sentences in 1968 and 1970.
He had become disillusioned with
the Triads by this time, but found it
impossible to leave because of a
growing dependency on heroin and
other drugs. Only in 1974, after he
had met an ex-Triad member who
had found strength in God, did he
find the courage to leave the Tnad
nimself and move into a rehabilita-
tion centre run by the St Stephen
Society.

In the 19 years since, Chan has
worked tirelessly as a social worker,
helping drug addicts and Triad
members resolve their problems and
start a new life. He received the
Hong Kong Government's Qutstand-
ing Young Person Award in 1987.
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Chan Hip Ping
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many written vit ind more than 3000 resident me { Welfar n help. We s nels gsigents as far a 51
the KFA 1o express their concert At the peal e were hold ccording to their indivigual neeads, bul De very anmm
INQ niné meetings a aay it 1 < nore cComper L1010
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We believe that if it can really enhance lite Tor the resigents after the demolition. We have beeén nere 1of Many ycal
anad the compensation !'xa_!'.'-.l.'[-",j!l.‘l'l then it 1S not a badad WE KNOwW eacn otner we ind we nave a Cliost ncig! DOurs
& thina. The decision to demolish the City was inevitaoie. Il reiationsnig Certainly. we have receiveg both praise and cril
" g _
¥ had already been acknowledged by the Chingse Government! cism for our services. but most residents are satshnec wilh u
::E and what we had to do was try our best Lo get reasonable especially over our handling ot tne gemolitor Vve upheid
:E compensation and safequard the rights of our residents our principies and we dign t do anytning wnicn gnt Nave
We had to present our views 1n an objective manner, heen a2 waste of time or ettortd
as any inaccurate quidance would have had an undaesirable In the immediate perod after the announcement of the
effect. A small proportion of resigents « ould not understano demontion, some res gents Proposea resettling the Walied
why we did not object more strongly, but most agreed with Citv in a new village and an office for the KFA was included
our policy and the clearance is progressing smoaotnly Wi n that plan. Putting aside the reasibilty Of tne proposa
reflected the residents concern for our Association and
their relationship with it Last year we congucteag a seminar
on the future of the Association asking it there was a need
tor it to continue About | nirgs OfF tne replies supporico
the KFA's continuation and we nave rormeag ar ‘extension
ymmittee 10 make preparations, and applied to ine Govern-
ment 1o establisn a new orQanisatior
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do 1s still yungeciaeg, bu
we have prepared some guidelines. These incluge helping resi-
dents 1o adapt to their new environment and Keeping in con-
tact with the aged and poor

The community of the Walled City 1s like that of a farm-
ing village. We want residents to feel that tnere are still

} a/gf 3 | L people around who will look atter their concerns ang help

them with their new homes. It will be difficult to maintain
frices on the will have to wait until it is completed, however, to conclude communication in future as the residents will be scattered
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third floor of 16 Tung lo whether or not 1t has been satistactory in many different places, but we will try to choose an office
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!“‘! P roasE 0 i UM a iy FCACATEE LAFE EFHK 3 i i iy -
[ 0@ ir - ™ , : [ will be higher for them in future. For example, most of the residents and the long-term probiems of the AssocCiation
IR ERESEN . - office (isell was (ne sCenc o A ; . ' ; : fed dpteoipa s . : o " AUTHEESS k LP T A
=T 1 | manv official functions. in residents live 1in relatively small tiats, around 2U0 sQudre reet nave o come 1ast
| L ¥ i F | | | "

I he compensation for this, plus the relocation allowance, wili
or elderlv residents only be around $200.000 This 1s just daequate 1o puy a con-
verted Home Ownership Scheme unit in the New lerritories.
Most residents in the Walled City work in the urban areas and
they have a strong sense of belonging here. kven if they can
move to an apartment in Junk Bay, say, they will need money
f;.'” renovation, removal anag 'ln,p,-.rnq new nome .H.;'ZIH'ILH'H‘L“":«

If residents who anticipate ditficulties atter they move
approach us for help, we will discuss their case with the
Government and see if other departments, such as Social
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Though he had lived in the City

for much longer, Ho Chi Kam only

took over the running of the bar-
her's shop al 10 Tar Chang Streel

in 1985. He was unhappy about the
clearance and would only give a

chort interview.
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the freshly-made pastry sheel
eaay ror cutting into (ne
small squares that would oe-
come the outer wrapping ror
won tun, the popuiar meal
gumpling put in soups. | have
been making won tun pastry
for years, previously | made
noodles” Shum reminisced.

"l was responsible for making
more than 100 pounds of
pastry every day. We used o
machine to stir the flour, but
rubbed it manually and flat-
tened it by pressing on a long
pole. | had to sit on the pole,
which wasn't comfortable at
all. It was harad work too, and
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€n Soakeéd (o ne sKkin

I'm old now and younger
people are more etficient and
productive. | never measured
how thin the pastry waos, but
it was better than thaot mode
by machine. Won tun made
by hand are always better.”

irst and make the noodle discs when
We recelve orders, as different clients
may ask tor discs of different sizes

We have about 40 or 50 reqular
customers, but the quantity they need
each day varies. Qur customers come
from both inside and outside the City.
and most order about 40 catties a
day. We deliver every day in a car as
the noodles cannot be stored: If they
are made in the morning and even
one airty piece 1s mixed with them,
the whole batch will be rotten by the
evening. We have a big fridge, that
cost more than $70,000, in which we
store all the ingredients. Sometimes,

IT we have some dough left over -
such as during a typhoon when there
are no oraers — we store that as well.

[he main difference between doing
business Inside the Walled City and out
s that it 1s cheaper here. Labour costs
and rents are much higher outside.

[here are four of us. We were part-
ners together before we moved Into
the City. We work about nine hours a
day, starting at 8am, plus one hour for
our meal oreak. | seldom sleep in the
ractory overnight and | have not
thought of living here just for the
convenience of coming to work. If it
wasnt for earning a living, | simply
wouldn’t come to the City at all.

When | first moved in, the air was
better as the electricity supply was not
able to support air-conditioners. Now
there are too many of them and their
exhausts seriously pollute the environ-
ment. Water dripping from the air-
conditioners also soaks the alleys which
makes them very slippery.

If we can find a suitable place after
the City is demolished, we will carry on.
If we can't, we will have to close down
Even if | receive $1 million compensa-
tion, I'm not sure | can buy a factory
to replace this one. Even if | can, | will
need to pay several hundred thousand
dollars to buy all the fittings, so | need
about $1.5 million altogether.

If | have to invest $1.5 million
again, what's the point of working so
hard? I'd have to wake up early and
work late. Even if the compensation IS
$1 million, | would have to borrow
$500,000 from a bank. What's the point
when | could easily find a job and earn
a few thousand dollars each month?
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Cheng Koon Yiu came to Hong Kong

with his family in 1

when he
His father ran a

148
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was live years old,

and they lived neai

small business

the Walled City
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The Clearance
by Charles Goddard

t was the 1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration. the bilater : | ’ ' '
: eturning Hong Kont ereiqnty to Cnina. that [ Jualicl 1 - | o ’ ;
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: J“ iﬁim% to China, however, the Walled City ceased to be a sensitive vidilCl Lily Wd5 10 DE CiCared. rifteen minutes later, China's read, was ouilit with plood and sweat, and whli ,
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issue. Almost overnignlt, its veneer of political protection was Foreign Ministry in Beljing issued 3 message of support for L mignt be 3 cancer, 10 thost ng there it was heaver
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NAS,: dnt emuoarrassing and anachronistic sium. It SimMpiy nag ment of the Kowloon Wao Uiy ] 1y O rils. with the iror ! 1 &l n n w3 4 F ; — = -
[0 cOome aown vilal interests of the inhobitonts QUL QiSO witn the (nter i ' J 11 ne ! 1
Such an 'institution’ had no place in a modern city: on ests o nong Kong inhabitants as a whole”. There would bt had frequently put the population as high as 40,000, (
this, both China and Britain were aqreed. The Walled City was no court of appea ourse, this didn't exactly make the City spacious. Figures re
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> s in the event of ire ( known about the City at the time: what information was Ihe sense of disbelief in the unsuspecting 'i‘-.'; Was
<4 - | $ e available had been collated rather unsystematically by vari- : strong. Despite a pervasive -“.;-.u__;uur_[_,_ Knowledge among res
) ISE FURROUGTY €1 ous municipal agencies for their own limitea use. Led by dents that, one day, the City would be ¢ :l".j't_.‘1, 10 ONE could
Yol KO CRSUIE 3 {Erc{_ﬁ_m,- Chan [ak Ping, an assistant director of housing who l_:u:'ut' believe it was nappening. Yet there was little resistance ;e
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The Map

1 Chan Kwan Leung pigeon breeder 200
2 Chan Kwong golf ball maker 144
3 Chan Pul Yin nerbal goctor 80
4 Chan Wai Sui noodle maker 184
5 Chau Pak storekeeper 22
6 Chau Sau Yee cake maker 152
7 Cheng Koon Yiu dentist 190
8 (Cheng San ruler maker 104
9 Chiu Chow Music Club 28
10  Chung Family residents 112
11 Chung Fat Café B4
12 Fuk Tak Temple 26
13 Ho Chi Kam hairdresser 180
14  Hoi Tung Choy noodle maker 20
15 Kai Fong Association 174
16  Kwok Lau Hing retired maid 136
17 lam leung Po fish dumpling maker 102
18 Lam Me: Kwong retired dentist 24
19 Lam Tseng Yat storexeeper 148
20 Lau Yeung Yiu weaving factory 50
21 Law Kim Kwong cake maker 100
22 lawYuYi retired mad 30
23 Lee Pui Yuen storekeeper 54
— 24 Lee Yu Chan candy factory 140
| 25 Reverend Isaac Lui missionary 130
5 26 Old People's Centre 132
: 1B 27  Old School 128
A E o 28 St Stephen's Society 170
e 29  Salvation Army Kindergarten - 126
dk i 30  Standpipe 16
r‘.}'ﬁ?"‘ 31 Tin Hau Temple 138
!5— 32 To Gui Bon rubber factory 98
L. ﬁ k.. 33 Tsin Mu Lam doctor 194
T T 34 Well 36
5 ljx F 4 35 Wong Hoi Ming herbal doctor 32
g e 36 Wong Yu Ming dentist 160
: B 37 Yamen 124
) - 38 Yau Lap Cheong retired storekeeper 16
r 39 Yim Kwok Yuen cooked meat factory 92
| ﬁ | 40 Yu Hing Wan muslin maker 150
215
214
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