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PREFACE TO THE 5TH EDITION

SINCE the latest edition of this book &aped a few years ago, the situation seems to
have become worse. As we advance scieatlf and technologichf, and as standards
of living improve, we tend to become laziend slacker in our attitude towards speech
and writing: instead of being more alert andetturous, we resort more and more to ‘the
good old cliché’.

Not only in the Press, radio, TV, but also—and not only as a result of their insidious
influence—in everyday life, we remain faithfid all the old clichés and adopt the new,
foisted on us by politicians and publicists. Only those of us who are concerned to keep
the language fresh and vigoroegard, with dismay, the pésgence of these well-worn
substitutes for thinking and the mindless adoption of new ones.

The danger is seen at its clearest whedisten to public figures of undoubted ability
and read the works of wellknown writers efery sort—and suddenly we realize how
often they bore us by employing a cliché when they could so easily have delighted us
with something vivid or, at the least, precise.

Among the newer clichés, two stand out framong the ‘things better left unsaidi:
this day and agewhich, originally possessing sonority and dignity, now implies mental
decrepitude and marks a man for the rest sflifé; and its mentally retarded offspring,
at this point in time:'at present’, or ‘nowadays’ or, usually, the simple ‘now’ would
suffice.

Notably, the new edition is ailable as a paperback. And dmesides the general
intelligent public, teackrs and, our torcbhearers, students will find it much more
accessible.



PREFACE

THAT some such book as this is needes been indicated, shown, proved to me in
several ways and on many occasions: the most important occasion could not be mad
public without a gross breach gbod faith and a sad lack t#ct. (A pity; for it was so
startling as to be almost indecently comig.) Having formerly been a graceless sinne

in this matter of clichés, | knowow useful a dictionary of clich&ésuld be to others.

To the clichés | have subjoined a synonym or an explanation only where necessary; bu
I have in many instances established the etymological or semantic origin, determined the
status, and named the auttfor work) in whom (or which}he phrase first occurred; to
guotation-clichés | have added the context and, sometimes, amplified the quotation. By
the extremely border-line cas, | have done my best.

A note of authentic (and authenticated) oneissiwill be gratefullyreceived; to collect
clichés is not an easy job—after the firgtetlh or four hundred. | gladly thank Profasso
A.W. Stewart, Mr Wilson Benington, and Milen Walker Read (American clichés)rfo
their assistance in accumulating clichés, theéy are not to be held responsible fo
anything, either in the Introduction or in the Dictionary itself.

London. February8, 1940.



INTRODUCTION

CLICHES*
IN an address delivered in December 1938he Institute of Journalists, Mr Frank
Whitaker remarked, ‘As to clichés, | daresay we are all in agreerBen are we? If you
ask the averagely well educated person, ‘What is a cliché?’, he will look at you in pity
and say ‘Oh, welllyou know what a cliché is’, and kiate, and stumble, and become
incoherent. In November 193there met in conference ady of learned and able men:
someone brought up the subject of clichés: everyone’s opinisndiffarent: what one
included, another excludedhat one excluded, arwr included. In shorit is a vexd
question(cliché).

In 1902, Edmund Gosse scathingly said that ‘All but the most obvious motives tend to
express themselves no longer as thoughtsas clichés’; in 1910, O.Henry Whirligigs
invented a story based on the widespread use of clichés, and in it he wrote, ‘It was
wonderful... And most wonderfiof all are words, and hothey make friends one with
another, being oft associated, until not even obituary notices do them part’ (‘until death
do them part’: cliché); and in 1932, that tecdialectician and admirable prose-writer, M
Frank Binder,went so far as to sajcliché) that ‘There imo bigger peril either to
thinking or to education than the popular phrase’, in which he included bothptatde
and cliché.

What, therefore, is a cliché? Perhaps intellectual and intelligent opinion hastnot ye
been so far crystallized &s justify a definition.The Oxford English Dictionargays that
it is ‘a stereotyped expressi, a commonplace phrase’. |

* An abridged version (seven-thirteestthe length of this) appearedJiohn o’ London’s Weekly
in March, 1940.

should éx cathedra ignorantioas Mr Humbert Wolfe once said wittily of someone else)
like to enlarge on that definition and render it more practical, more comprehensive. The
origin of the term may help, for, as Littré showkchéis the substantivized participlé o
clicher, a variant ofcliquer, ‘to click’; clicheris a die-sinkers’ term for ‘to strike melted
lead in order to obtain a cast’; hence, ahdi¢s a stereotyped expression—a phrase ‘on
tap’ as it were—and this derivative sensdich has been current in France since the
early eighties, came to England ca. 18B@venons a nos moutofdiché). A cliché is

an outworn commonplace; a phrase, or skentence, that has become so hackneyed that
careful speakers and scrupulausters shrink fom it because theél that its use is an
insult to the intelligence of #ir audience or public: ‘a coin so battered by use as to be
defaced’ (George Baker). Clichés range frilyrblown phrases (‘mch of a muchness’;

‘to all intents and purposes’), metaphors thia now pointless (‘lock, stock and barrel’),
formulas that have become mere counters (‘far be it from me to...")—through sobriquets
that have lost all their freshness and maftheir significance (‘the Iron Duke’)—to



guotations that are nauseating (‘cups that cheer but not inebriate’), and foreign phrase:
that are tags (‘longo inteallo’, ‘béte noire’).

Why are clichés so extensively used?eifhubiquity is remarkable and rathe
frightening. ‘Haste encoages them, but more oftethey spring from mental
laziness’ (Frank Whitaker); therpo, they are a conveniencef which more anon
(cliché). A half-education—that snare thfe half-baked and ¢éhready-made—accounts
for many: an uncultured, little-reading person sees a stock phrase and thinks it apt anc
smart; he forgets that its aptness should put him on guard. The love of display often
manifests itself in the adoption of foreign abes (especially Freh) and Classical tags
(Latin, not Greek). The use afichés approximates to these of proverbs, and certain
proverbial phrases lie on the Tom Tiddler's Ground or No Man’s Land between the
forces of Style and Conscieneptrenched on the one sidedahose of Lack of Style and
Consciencelessness on the other: but provarbsnstances of racial wisdom, whereas
clichés are instances of racial inanition. lperhaps not irrelevant to note that with the
rapidly decreasing popularity of proverbs @rg the middle and upper classes, clichés
are, there, becominigcreasingly popular.

But are not clichés sometimes justifiable? To say ‘Never’ would be going too far. In
the address from which | have alreaglyoted twice, an address reprintedtne Journh
of the Institute of Journalistslanuary 1939, Mr Whitakesays that he has ‘heard thei
use in [Association] football reports defended on the ground that the public expects them
and would feel lost without them. | may beong,” he adds, ‘but | don't believe it. Can
anything be said in favour of this specimen....—*Stung by this reverse, the speedy left-
winger propelled the sphere straight into the home custodian’s hands. He found it a rare
handful and was glad to let go”.’ Politicians look on the clich@ &send in needthe
late Mr Ramsay MacDonald, the Rt. Hon. David Lloyd George, and the late Rt. Hon.
Neville Chamberlain arpassed masters at the atthough they are nuh less conscious
artists than the Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill and the Rt. Hon. Anthony Eden. Politicians
address great audiences; on the majoritwlodse individual members subtlety and style
would be wasted. Royalty, too, ibs speeches to the British Empirdeas constan
recourse toclichés; in a speech delivered duly 8, 1939, ocurred this typical
passage.—‘l hope thahis historic occasiomwill be the beginning of a new eravhen
agriculturewill come into her own Poets have found the littie, the cultured cliché
(rosy-fingered dawnjnvaluable for the eking-out of the metric and the conquest of the
evasive rhyme; a conveniefalute de mieux

Let us, howeverget down to brass tackkclassify clichés—very roughly and (I fear)
unsatisfactorily, yet in the hope of clarifying a penumbral subject—into four grolips, o
which the second often overlathe first, and the farth occasionally ovéaps the third:

1. Idioms that have become clichés.
2. Other hackneyed phrases.

Groups (1) and (2) form at lddsur-fifths of the aggregate.
3. Stock phrases and familiar datons from foreign languages.
4. Quotations from English literature.

Idiom-clichés are those idioms which have been so indiscriminately used that the original
point has been blunted or even removetirely. That most idioms are metaphors is



irrelevant; that some non-idiomatic clichése metaphors is equally irrelevant. (Is not
every transferred sense—originally at teaa metaphor?) Idiom-clichés are the most
catholic of all clichés: they constitute the common stock, knowthetanan in the street,

the journalist, the scholar. A cursory reaf of Dr Logan Pearsall Smith’s wholly
admirable essay, ‘English Idioms’ (a recaftn S.P.E. tragiublished in 1922) iWords

and Idioms,will show that many indubitable idioms have indubitably become clichés. |
stress this point, for certain writers and certain scholars would like to confine clichés to
the non-idiomatic hackneyed phrases that constitute my second group. Doublets afford
easy examples: ‘dust and ashes'—'enough and to spare’—'far and wide’—‘for good and
all'—'heart and soul'—'by leaps and bounds’—'a man and a brother—'null and veid’

‘to pick and choose'—'sackcloth and ashes’—'six of one and half a dozen of arether’
‘tooth and nail—'ways and means’. So do such repetitions of the same word as: ‘again
and again’—'to share and skeaabout'—‘through and through’. Alliteration accounts for:
‘bag and baggage'—to chop and changéiith (all one’s) might and main’—‘rack ah
ruin'—'safe and sound’'—'slow and (or, but) sure’. So rhyme: ‘fair and square’—'high
and dry’—'wear and tear’. Alternatives supplever and anon'—‘fast and loose’—kill

or cure’—‘the long and the short of it'—‘for love or money’—‘neither here nor there’
‘one and all'. Battered similes: ‘as coolagucumber—'as fit as a fiddle'—'as large as
life’ (elaborated by a wit to...and twice as natural’)—'‘as dlas the hills'—'as steady as

a rock'—'as thick as thieves’. And there amany clichés from among the idioms based
on occupations, trades and professions, spordsgames, the weatheomestic life and
national polity. To mention but a few: ‘to leave the sinking ship’—‘to know the repes’

‘to stick to one’s guns’—'at daggers drawn’te‘lead a dog’s life'—'a bolt from the
blue'—‘to darken the door of'—'to take pot-luck'—to stick to one’s lastbehind the
scenes'—'to set one’s hand to the plough’.

Group Il consists of non-idiomatic clichés: phrases so hackneyed as to be knock-kneec
and spavined. These may be roughly divided into General; Sociological, Economic,
Political; Journalistic (often overlapping theepeding division); Literary. To the firsf o
these sub-divisions belong such clichés as ‘add insult to injury'—‘alive and
kicking’ (from Billingsgate?)—‘(something does someone) all the good in the werld’

‘all the world and his wife'—‘all to the good'—'and (or, with) something to spare’—‘any
port in a storm'—‘armed to thteeth’'—'as a matter oh€t'—'at one’s last gasp’'—'an
awkward predicament'—‘baptism of fire“ene’s better half—'blank amazement
‘blissful ignorance’—'the brag and the fair—'(it is) by no means certain’'—‘the cdll o
the wild'—'castles in Spain’—‘cheer to ¢hecho’—'circumstances over which one has
no control—‘the coast is elr—'(it is my) wnsidered opinionthat—‘'dead and
gone’—'in deadly earnest'—(in the) dim and distant past—'down to the last detail’
‘at the eleventh hour—‘an errand of mercy'te‘fall on deaf ears~‘(to suffer) a fate
worse than death’—‘the finishing touch’—'the friend of man’ (the dog)—‘from the
bottom of one’s heart'—'generous to a fault—'a glorious victory’—‘the golden mean’
‘good Queen Bess'—'a grievous error—‘to grow no younger—'halcyon days'—'a
hearty British cheer—'here today and gone to-morrow'—'highly improbable’
‘Hobson’s choice’—‘imagination runs riot'—‘a kindred spirit—‘to know for a faet’
‘last but not least—'mine host'—'a miraculous escape’—‘a moot point'—'to nip in the
bud'—'of a certain age’'—'the open road'-he picture of health—'(at) the psycho-



logical moment'—'quite the opposite’—'it runs in the blood'—'the salt of the earth’
‘scantily clad'—'second tanone’—'sick at heart'—'the soul of honour—'the staff o
life'—'a superhuman effort— take it as read'—‘(some affair) terminated fatahy’
‘twelve good men and true’—'to venture an opinion'—'to welcome with open arms
‘the why and the wherefore’—‘you could have knocked me down with a feather’.

A few of those clichés were originally edhjournalistic or political. In the political
and sociological sub-division we find sutitered phrases &mncestral acres'—Beyond
the pale’—'blue blood'—'bloated plutocrat-‘the economic facto—'to explore every
avenue'—'a far-reaching poliéy-to leave a door opn’. Journalistic are, or were
originally: ‘a Barmecide feast’ (obsolestpr-'captains of industry’ and ‘the lifelood
of industry’—'the Dark Continent’ (obsolesnt)—'(to flout or tansgress) every canon
of international law’ (alsgolitical)—‘every prirciple of decencyrad humanity'—‘a gay
Lothario’'—'the Fourth Estate’ and ‘the pewof the Press’—'the Grand Old Man'—‘the
incident passed without further comment'—'John Bull'—'Jupiter Pluvius’ and ‘the clerk
of the weather—'laying heretical hands on our imperishable constitution’ (American
journalists’ and politicians’)—to maintaithe status quo'—‘the march of time'—'a
modern classic’—of that ilk’ (but only as incorrectly used: it generialipisused)—'the
police have the matter well in hand'¢we learn from) a reliable sourcef o
information'—'Scylla and Charybdis(obsolescent)—'a social butterfly’but let us in
kindness give no more examples. Rathegrdity than journalistic are the following
formulas: ‘all things considered'—'be that as it may'—'curious to relate’—‘1 may
mention in this connexion’; and such phrases as ‘an apostle of culture’—'Attie-salt’
‘Earth, the Great Mother (obsolesdpn-‘the eternal verities'—'the golden
age’ (especially if written with capitgls-‘Pandora’s box'—'Rabelisian humour—'a
sop to Cerberus’. There are, obviously, other sub-divisions Among legal clicinés, fo
instance, are: ‘it appears to be without fdation’'—'we must assume as proved’ and ‘the
burden of proof’. Sporting clichés include ‘ide first and the rest nowhere’ and ‘neck
and neck’.

Group llI: Phrases and quotations from dead foreign languages. These are of two
kinds: phrases apprehended without reference to an author, phrases adopted bodily an
unreflectingly; and quotations proper, i.e. @imns apprehended as such and not as tags.
Among the outworn phrases taken from Latin are these: ‘aqua pura’ (as though it
signified merely ‘water’)—'ceteris paribus-'cui bono?’—'de mortuis’ (with a pregnan
pause)—'Deo volente'—'deus ex machingoriginally theatrcal)—‘in flagrante
delicto'—'laudator temporis acti'—‘longo inteallo’ (Virgil’s ‘longo intervallo insequi’
is not even a quotation-proper cliché)—'meum et tuum’'—'mutatis mutandgersona
grata—'pro bono publico'—'saeva indignatie*‘terra firma’. French has given us ‘a
'outrance’'—'béte noire’—'carte blanche-'cherchez la femme'—'coup de graee’

‘fait accompli—'fin de siécle—je ne sais quoi'—'sanscérémonie’—‘toujours la
politesse’. From Italian come ‘&lesco’—'con amore’—'sotto voce’.

The foreign quotations, properly so termed, are numerous. Many (perhaps most)
scholars would reject such quotations as self-contained sentences, complete with a
principal verb. But is not thprimary criterion of a clichéts commonplaceness, its too
frequent employment, rather than its phraagsre? In short, the excessive use, not the
phrasal quality, determines the cliché. Marer, the cliché ioften uneconomical and



nearly always unnecessatydo not wish to labour the poinhut is not ‘to all intents and
purposes’ inferior to ‘virtually’, ‘béte no& to ‘bugbear’, ‘to have neither chick mo
child’ to ‘to be childless’'? That test ias valid for conscious quotations ag fo
unconscious phrases. Here are several full-blooded quotations that, to me, are clichés; t
be full-blooded, however, they may, in esse, be phrases. ‘Arcades ambo’ and ‘et in
Arcadia ego vixi'—'facilis desensus Averni’ (the preferlb ‘f.d. Averno’ is not a
cliché)—'pulvis et umbra’—'quis custodieipsos custodes?—'sic transit gloria
mundi'— ‘timeo Danaos et dona ferentes’e thrench ‘nous avons change tout cela’ and
‘plus ¢a change, plus ca reste la mémeseh two from at least a dozen. ‘All hope
abandon ye who enter here’ is Italian—in Cary’s translation.

The English quotation-clichés are numerous. Many from the Bible have become so
encrusted in the language that we remembat ttiey are Biblicabnly because of the
archaic phraseology; ‘balin Gilead'—‘gall and wormwood—‘a howling wilderness’

‘the flesh-pots of Egypt—'the law othe Medes and Persians'—'the Mammoh o
unrighteousness’—‘their name is Legion’efgerally misapprehended)—to spoil the
Egyptians’. Shakespeare quotation-clichdmund: ‘to be or not to be, that is the
guestion'—to ‘minister to a mind diseasedthere are more things in heaven and
earth...”. are among the best known. Milton’s ‘a dim religious light’, Keats’s ‘A thing o
beauty is a joy for ever’, anDickens'’s ‘Barkis is willin” are hardly less popular. But
some English quotations are clichés only wtteay are misquoted: ‘cribbed, cabined and
confined’ (on Shakespeare)regh fields and pastures new’ (on Milton); ‘when Greek
meets Greek’ (on Nathaniel Lee); ‘A little kntedge is a dangerous thing’ (on Pope);
‘Water, water everywhere, andtna drop to drink’ (on Coleridge). Even ‘of the making
of books there is no end’ is a misquotation: the Bible has ‘of making many books there is
no end’.

But of the recording of clichés there must be an end here.



A DICTIONARY OF CLICHES

The dates indicate, approximately, the period during which the phrases have been
clichés.

A query (?) indicates a border-kncase or an incipient cliché.

A * before a cliché indicates that it isparticularly hackneyedr objectionable one
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A

a I'outrance (?)

. Incorrect for the French outranceor a toute outrance'to excess’, (of a fight) ‘to the
end, to extremity’: mid C. 19-20.

Al at Lloyd’s

. A cliché (from ca. 1870) only as applied to persons or to things other than—the correct
usage—ships. Often shortenedith

a propos des bottes

. An introductory formula: ‘With regard to nothing in particula®: 19-20. Literally, ‘on
the subject of boots’, it was used by Regnard in late C. 17. (Benham.)

abject apology, an

. A too low-spirited, hence a despicatdpplogy: late C. 19-20.—Cf. the next.
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abject terror

. Panic: C. 20. The original senseatifject(C. 15-17) is ‘cast out; rejected’ (abjicere,
‘to cast off or away’).

able to make heador tail of, not (or unable)

. To understand nothing of: C. 19-20. Fielgli 1729 (O.E.D.). A thing that has neithe
head nor tail is difficult to determine or classify.

‘abomination of desolation, the.’

Abominable desolation; a desolate and abominable thing: C. 18&thew,xxiv. 15,
‘When therefore ye shall seébe abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, stand in the markglace,” where it means ‘a csaiof pollution;an idol'.

absit omen!

‘Absent be the omen!’ is a too literal rendering of the Latin; ‘let that be no omen! is
nearer the mark, but ‘I hope thidtat won't happen’ goes closer still, as in ‘If he dies
soon( absit omen), his nephews will rejoice’. C. 19-20.

accidents will (or do) happen

. These mishaps will occur no matter hoaveful one may be: late C. 19-20.



A dictionary of Clichés 4

*according to Cocker

. According to the acknowledged authoritynbe, correct or regat: C. 18-20. Edwar
Cocker’'s Arithmetic, 1664, went into more than a hundred editions. Variants that have
not become clichés a@ccording to Guntelof ‘Gunter’s Law’), an Americanism, and
according to Hoylgthe authority on card-games).

ace up one’s sleeve, an

; esp.,have an...To have something efféce in reserve: a C. 2€olloquial variant oto
have something up one’s sleexself a cliché of late C. 19-20.

Achilles’ heel, the; the heel of Achilles

. The (or one’sveak spot.His Achilles’ heel was his prideC. 18-20; literary; since ca.
1920, obsolescent. Achilles had one vulnerable spot—his heel.

aching void, an

. With reference to peaadfhours, Cowper, il®Iney Hymns1779, wrote, ‘But they have
left an aching void,|The world can never fill' (Benham): C. 19-20. A sense of loss and
emptiness.

acid test, the

. A severe test: from ca. 1915. Woodrow Wilson, at the beginning of 1918, ‘The acid test
of their good will' (O.E.D.). Technically and originally it means ‘testing, with aquafortis,
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for gold'.

act in cold blood, to

. To do, coolly, something that looks like a cruel deed of passion: from ca. 1880.
Murdered in cold bloods an incipient clichéln cold bloodis a full cliché, dating from
ca. 1870: with cool deliberateness

acute agonyandacute shock

; esp.to sufferthe formerto be suffering fronthe latter: respectively late C. 19-20 and
C. 20.Acute pleasuréjntense or poignant pleasure’,asbhorder-line case, for it has been
very general since ca. 1860.

ad infinitum; ad libitum; ad nauseam

. These Latin phrases may be rendered ‘itdip, never-endingly’'—‘at choice’ (as much
as one desires)—'sickeningly’ (to an extéimat nauseates one): respectively mid G. 17
20, C. 19-20, C. 18-20.

*add insult to injury, to

; esp.,adding... (whether participial or substantival). To harm or hurt a person and then
insult him: C. 20. Perhaps originally an etymologist’'s puajury (cf. Fr.injure and L.
injuria), in C. 16—18, meant both ‘harm, wrong’ and ‘insult’.



A dictionary of Clichés 6

admirable Crichton, an

. A particularly fine all-rounder; one who is extremely good at many things (physical
and/or intellectual): C. 20. James Crichton of Clunie (1560-?85) was a prodigy o
knightly and intellectual accomplishments.EED.). ‘Julius Caesar, Michelangelo, and
Napoleon are the admble Crichtonspar excellence of history.’

admit...

Seesoft impeachment.

affront to national honour, an

. A journalistic and political cliché of the 20th century—the century of nationalistic
insults.

after one’s own heart

; e.g. ‘That's a man after my own heartither one that | adire or one much like
myself: from ca. 1880. Herafter=after the nature ofike; accordng to’.

again and again

. Frequently; repetitiously: C. 18—-20. Shakeme, ‘| have told thee often, and | re-tell
thee again and agairOthello, |, iii, 372: O.E.D.).
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airy nothings

; esp.,to whisper airy nothings. Trivial or superficial remarks, empty compliments:
from ca. 1870.—Cf. Byron’s ‘To his gay nothings, nothing was repliedh(Juan XV:
1824) and Shakespeare’gifles, light as air’ Qthello, I, iii).

al fresco

. This ltalian phrase, literallyin the fresh’, i.e. ‘in the open air’, is a cliché only when
adverbial, as in ‘We dined al fresco’; very common ca. 1880-1910, but now regarded as
an affectation.

‘alarums and excursions.’

A C. 20 literary cliché or vague meaning (something like ‘alarms and sorties’), in
reminiscence of a frequent stage-directibtlizabethan andatobean dramatists.

**alas, poor Yorick!

Poor fellow, he's dead now!: C. 19-20. In allusion to the Shakespeare padaaget(
V, i), ‘Alas, poor Yorick! | knew him, Horatio: a fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent
fancy.’

alive and kicking; all alive

. Alert and active: mid C. 19-20; the latter, obsolescent; both, colloquial. From fish-
vending.
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all and sundry

. All, both collectivelyand individually: from ca. 1830. Scott uses itGhd Mortality,
1816.—Cf.one and all.

‘all hope abandon ye who enter here.’

From ca. 1820. A translation of Dantd&sciate ogni speranza, voi ch’entraesrse 9,
Canto lll, of thelnferno).

all in a lifetime

; esp.it's all..., one must expect these things; it happens to all of us: late C. 19-20.

all in the day’s work, it (etc.)is (or was)

. Such a mishap, such hard nkpis in the natural course of a day’s labour: C. 20.—Cf.
the preceding.

all sorts and conditions of men

. Men (and women) of all the different kindscharacter and sociabndition: C. 19-20.
FromThe Book of Common Prayer
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all that in him lay (orlies), he (etc.)did (or
doeg; so far as in one liegor lay)

. He did all he could; so far as one can: respectively mid C. 19-20 and mid C. 18-20. The
latter is the original (mid C. 16). In C. 1de in ones mightin C. 15-20/ie in ones
powe .

all the good in the world

; esp.something does someone all.lt is extremely beneficialo him: C. 20. l.e. all
possible good.

all the relevant considerations (?)

. Every pertinent aspect afcase: from ca. 1910.—Gifll things considered.

all the world and his wife

. Everybody from a mentioned village, town, city, district: recorded in 1832: a cliché
since ca. 1860.—Cf. the synonymous Northatitthe world and little Billing

all things considered

. Everything being taken into account: a caudiau precautionary formula, either at the
beginning or at the end of a judicious statement: late C. 19-20. It is the title of one o
G.K.Chesterton’s volumes of essays.—Cf. the absdosideredhat became obsolete
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ca. 1800 (see O.E.Dxpnsider last paragraph).

all things to all men, to be

. To make onself indispensable to everyone: C. 19-20. ‘I am made'—R.V., ‘beecome’

‘all things to all men’ (1Corinthians, ix. 22):TC% TATE yéyova mévia: Vulgate,
omnibus omnia factus suifie me suis fait tout a tous’, VerdunoyBible Latine-
Francais§.

all through the ages

. Since man'’s recorded history began: from ca. 1880.—Cf. Tennyson’s ‘Yet | doubt not
thro’ the ages one increasing purpose rubgtksley Hall,1860).

all to the good, it(or that) is (or wasor will be)

. Itis, etc., ultimately an advantage: late C. 19-20. Originally commercial: net profit.

all (one’s)worldly goods

. Late C. 19-20, as in ‘He lost all his worldly goods’. From the marriage service (‘With
all my worldly goods | thee endowThe Book of Common Prayer

almighty dollar, the

. The power of wealth: from ca. 1840; originally American. Used by Washington Irving,
The Creole Villagel1836.—Cf. Ben Jonson’s ‘almighty gold’ (Benham).
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almost incredible (?)

. Hardly credible: late C. 19-20. ‘Why! it's almost incredible tha&t should have
committed murder.’

alpha and omega, the...of

. The beginning and the endarned and literary: C. 19—28erschel, 1830, ‘The alpha
and omega of science’ (O.E.D.); ‘In Physittgs principle is alpha and omega’. From the
Biblical alpha and omegaapplied (with capital letters) to the Deity: see, €Rgyelation,

i. 8, 'l am Alpha and Omegd#he beginning and the endirggith the Lord, which is, and
was, and is to come, the Almighty’ and Merse I, ‘I am Alpha and Omega, the first and

F 5 o ~ v of ~
the last’:’'Eyao ELUL o A mOL 5, 6 TWOWTOS xai 'Eﬂxarob' Alpha is the
first, omega the last lett of the Greek alphabet.

‘am | my brother’s keeper?’

Seel am not...

ambulance respondgusuallyresponded, the

. American newspaper reporters: C. 20. (Frank Sullivan.)

amende honorable

. A public apology (and, if necessary, madérieparation) made to re-establish the
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offended or in-jured honour of a personowged: from ca. 1860. Literally, the French
phrase=‘honourable compensation’.

amiable qualities (?)

. Lovable qualities: mid C. 19-20. ‘For all his faults, he has many amiable qualities.’

ample opportunity

. Unrestricted opportunity; numerous opportunities: late C. 19-20.

*ample sufficiency, an

. A liberal sufficiency; an unstinted supply: from ca. 1880.

ancestral acres

. Land inherited from ancestors: C. 20. O’'ConrBeaconsfield 1879, ‘The extent fo
their ancestral acres and the splendoutheir ancestral halls’ (O.E.D.); now often
jocular (e.g. in Denis Mackail's novels).—Gtately homes, g.v.

and how!

(Not in dialogue, where it ia catch-phrase; but in naixag.) ‘He was a wise guy—and
how’: to a notable extent. Aenican: C. 20. From lItalia@ come!
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and | don’'t mean maybe!

| say it emphatically—without reservation. ‘He fell for that dame, and | don't mean
maybe!” This Americaism began as a catgrase; since ca. 1936, however, it has been
a cliché.

‘and so to bed!”

C. 20: with the connotation of a jocular ‘Hat's that’ or of sésfaction with a pleasdn
evening or a well-filled day. PepyBiary, e.g. on July 22, 1660.

...and something to spare

. And something left over: late C. 19-20. ‘There was enough, and something to spare.’

(and) that’s flat!

And | mean it!; that's frank!: mid C 19-20.

angry passions

Angry feelings; anger: mid C. 19-20; obsolescent. Not tautological, fo
passiorF‘feeling’.
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animated scene, aror the, this, that)

; e.g. ‘The circus presented an animated scene’; mid C. 19-20. Hr#tamy, 1859,
‘The scene was one of the mosimaated we had met with’ (O.E.D.).

another Richmond in the field

. Someone else engaged in the same worik arsimilar enterprise: C. 19-20. Originally
in allusion to Shakespeare’s ‘I thinkette be six Richmonds in the fieldKifg Richad
1, V, iv).

answer...

Seein the affirmative .

answer a fool accordhg to his folly, to

. C. 19-20Proverbs xxvi. 5, ‘Answer a fool according tois folly, lest he be wise in his
own conceit'—in proportion to his folly, lest he be wise in his own opinion.

any port in a storm (?)

. Perhaps rather a proverbial saying than a (C. 19-20) cliché. Recorded ca. 1780 in
Apperson.
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apostle of culture, an

. One who, missionary-like, does much—aneslit very ably—tcspread culture: from
ca. 1870. There was originally an allusion to Matthew Arnold, whoskure ard
Anarchyappeared in 1859.

appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober, to

. To appeal to a person ‘in his right mind’: literary: C. 19-20. Fmovocarem d
Philippum, sed sobriung'l would appeal to Philip, but when he is sober’, Benham):
Valerius Maximus, fl. A.D. 14.

*appear on the scene, to

. To appear; to arrive: mid C. 19-20. From an actor's appearing on the stage, esp. for the
first time in the performance of a play.

appears to be without foundation, it

. Applied to a theory, rumour, statement, complaint: late C. 19-20. Verbose for ‘it is
apparently baseless’.

apple of discord, the

. A source of contention: C. 18—20. From that apple which was given by Paris to the most
beautiful of the three Graces;oand this apple there hasogm a corpus of imagery and
symbolism.
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*apple of one’s eye, to be the

. (Of a person—or a pet animal) to be precious to a person: C. 18-20. From ‘Keep me a¢
the apple of the eyeRsalmsxvii. 8.

approximately correct

. Sufficiently correct for practical pposes; correct in essentials: C. 20.

apres moi le deluge; apres nous...

Literally ‘after me (or, us) the deluge’, iheans ‘I (or we) don't car the trouble will
come after we die': C. 19-20he former is a proverbidbrm, recordedn a French
dictionary of proverbs in 1758, one year after Madame de Pompadour uttered the latter tc

Louis XV. Benham remarks that tipeototype is the Greek sayinf!uw Bavovrog (I
being dead), denounced by Cicero as inhuarahdisgraceful.—Cf. ‘a sailor’s farewell’.

apron-strings, as intied to someone’s...

, wholly under a person’s influence: mid C. 19-20.

*aqua pura

is a cliché when used as equivalent to water (as a beverage): mid C. 19-20; slightly
obsolescent. Properly this Latin phrase=‘pure water’.
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arbiter elegantiarum

. An acknowledged authority on—properly, judge of—matters of taste: C. 18-20. An
adaptation of Tacitus'slegantice arbiter(Benham.)

‘Arcades ambo.’

Arcadians both: C. 18-20. Virgil, ‘Arcades ambo,|Et cantare pares, et respondere
parati’ (Ecloguesyii, 4).—Cf. et in Arcadia ego Vixi

Argus-eyed

. Sharp-sighted and extremalyatchful: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent. Argus: a
mythological person with a hundred eyes.

*armed to the teeth

. Fully armed; fully equipped for war or far particular battle: from ca. 1840. Cobden,
1849 (in a speech), ‘Is there any reason whyshald be armed to the teeth?’ (O.E.D.)

arrangements(esp.suitable arrangementsg
have been made

. There have been preparations; it is prepared: late C. 19-20.
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artful deceiver, an

. A cunning wheedler (or attractive swindler); often jocular: mid C. 19—20. Applied only
to men.

as a matter of fact

. In point of fact: C. 19—20. Usually the prelude to a lie—or, at best, an evasion.

as a matter of form

. As a piece of routine; merely routine: C.. 20es, you must sign it; just as a mattér o
form, you know.’A matter of form;a mere formality’, is likewise a cliché.

as...as makes no matter

. Seeas makes no matter

(as) ‘every stioolboy knows.’

As a cliché, since ca. 1850. ‘The frequg of Macaulay's reference to somewhat
abstruse matters as subjects which any public schoolboy would know, has led to his being

credited with the phrase. It is to be fourtbwever, in many earlier authors’, e.g.
R.Burton, 1621, and Swift. (Benham.)
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as(orso far as in me lies

. Seeall that in him lay.

as far as that goes...

Seeso far as that goes

as good luck would have it

, something happened—existed—prevailed: late C. 19—-20.

as makes no matter

,in, e.g., ‘It is correct—as near as makesmaiter’, as makes no difference; i.e. virtually
correct: late C. 19-20.

(as) man to man

. Frankly; with frank friendliness (as befits one man speaking to another): late C. 19-20.

as one man (?)

. Unanimously: C. 19-20. ‘The vast crowd applauded as one mardu@jesxx. 8 and
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other passages in the Bible, although th#te sense is rather ‘altogether’ than
‘unanimously’.

*as the crow flies

. Direct; in a straight line, i.e. withowllowing for topographual obstacles: from ca.
1840.

as well as car(or could) be expected

, as in ‘She’s doing as well as can bpected’ (almost obligatory on husbands speaking
of wives within a week of parturition): late C. 19-20.

as ye sow, so shall ye reap

. An adaptation ofas you sow, so will you reap, proverb dating from C. 18 and
occurring in various forms (see Appersomhere seem to be allusions to Cicerats
sementem feceris ita me{éss you do your sowing, so shall you reap’, Benham) and ‘By
their fruits ye shall know themMatthew,vii. 16 (R.V.).

ask for bread and receive a stone, to

. To receive very much leshan one asks for; to seadompassion and find hard-
heartedness: mid C. 18-20. Perhaps from an epigram by the Rev. Samuel Wesley (°
1739); cf.Matthew,viii. 9.
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assume as pI’OVGd, we must

. A legal cliché of C. 19-20.

assume heavy responsibilities, to

. Seeheavy responsibilities

at a loose end

; e.0. 'l was at a loose endkithout anything particular (or planned) to do: colloquial:
late C. 19-20. From a horse whkdsther has broken or slipped.

*at (a person’speck and call, to be

. Obliged or willing to attend to somebodysery order, to satisfy his every whim: from
ca. 1880. Herdyeckis a nod indicéve of command.

at daggers drawn

. Hostile to each other; at the point—actoalpotential—of quarréhg; mid C. 19-20.
Originally, at daggers’ drawingcharacteristic of an age whenarrels were settled by a
fight with daggers.
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at death’s door, to beor lie; to bring to death’s
door

. To be, to bring, to the point of death; to be extremely ill: mid C. 19-20. Current in C. 16
(and after).

at long last

. Ultimately; at last: C. 20, though Carlyle used it in 1864 @ritie long lastvas current
in C. 16-17.

*at one fell swoop

. At one blow: C. 19-20. ‘What, all my pretty chickens and their dam,|At one fell swoop’,
Shakspearaviacbeth IV, iii.

at one’s earliest convenience

is a cliché only in the forrat your..., q.v. atyour...

at one’s last gasp, to be

. To be at the point of death; or loosely, to be utterly exhausted: C. 20. l.e. at one’s last
(gasping) breath.
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at one’s wit’'s (or wits’) end, to be

. To be utterly perplexed; at a complete loss what to do: C. 18-20, though common even
in C. 16—17Wit="mental capacity’.

at (a person’spwn sweet will

. As and when one pleases; as it suits ond:@i19-20. Fathered by Wordsworth, 1802,

in a sonnet. In 1902, H.ltiedale, in the Preface to Dyseglossary of Shakespeare,
writes, ‘Now that each editioof Shakespeare seems tanter the lines of prose and
verse at its own sweet will, a chaos of line-numberings will be upon us unless some
agreement is arrived at before long’.

at sixes and sevens, to be

. To be in a state of confusion, disorder neglect: late C. 18-20. From dicing.

at the cross-roads

. At a critical point in one’s career or spiritual life: from ca. 1890. Not knowing one’s
way, one comes to a cross-roads: whighd is one to take?—Cf. Merediti¥ana o
the Crossways] 883.

*at the end of one’s tether, to be

. To be unable, physically, financially, or mentally, to do anything more to relieve the
situation: C. 19—-2(QA tethered animal.)
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at the first blush

. At the first glance; at first sight (but not on detailed examination): C. 19-20, though
fairly common in C. 16—1"Blushis in its otherwise obsoletense, ‘a glance, a look'.

*at the psychological moment

. In the nick of time; at th critical moment; incorrect as and senses, which constitute
the cliché: from ca. 1895. ‘The Prince...always... turns up at the psychological
moment—to use a very hardworkadd sometimes misused phraseie Westminste
GazetteOctober 30, 1897. For thercect use, see the O.E.D.

at this juncture

. At this (critical) point; at this conjuncture of affairs: journalistic: C. 20.

atmosphere of doubt, an

. A general feeling of doubt; a pervasive feeling of doubt: C. 20.

Attic salt

. Refined yet trenchant wit; subtle, delicate wit: late C. 18-20; slightly obsolescent. A
translation ofsal Atticum
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au courant

, as in ‘She likes to be au courant withhequainted with—'the latest gossip’: from ca.
1860. (Many French phrases became popular in England ca. 1850-1900.)

auspicious occasion

; esp.on this... At this happy time; orthis important social @asion: public speakers’:
late C. 19-20.

average ability (?)

. Ability of the prevalent standard: C. 20. ‘All | want is a man of average ability and more
than average honesty.’

avoid...

Seeplague

awkward alternative, an

. An embarrassing alternative: late C. 19—20.—Cf. the next.
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awkward fix, an (colloquial);an awkward
predicament

. An embarrassing, unpleasant, oeewangerous predicament: C. 20.

*axe to grind, an

; esp.to have no...,to be disinterested. Recorded in 1811, it became a cliché in mid C.
19.
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B

back the wrong horse, to(colloquial)

. To support the wrong cause, uphold the wrong man: from ca. 1860.

back to the wall

; esp.to have one’s back to the walbr stand with one’s... C. 19-20, but especially
since Haig’s famoubacks to the walbrder of 1918.

*bag and baggage

. With all one’s impedimentat552, Huloet; it became a skophrase in C. 18. Like so
many ‘reduplications’, it was generatedpiart at least, by a desire to alliterate.

baker’'s dozen, a

. Thirteen: C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.
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balm in Gilead

; esp. as a quotatiofis there no balm in Gilead?'—of which the completion is, ‘is
there no physician theredéremiahyiii. 22): a comfort, a soothing agency: C. 18-20.

balmy breezes; balmy weather

. Very mild, pleasant breezes or weather: [@tel9-20; the latter is only a borderline
case.

baptism of fire

; esp.to receive one’s baptism of firefo be exposed, for the first time, to rifle and/o
gun fire: late C. 19-20. Perhaps originally with allusion tolthptism of bloodviolent
death) of unbaptized martyrs.

‘Barkis is willin’.’

A phrase that indicates one’s willingness and readiness: mid C. 19-20. DiDiesfics,
Copperfield,ch. v (published in 1849): Barkis’s quietly persistent courtship of Peggotty.

Barmecide feast, a

. An imaginary sumptuous feast; great illusory benefits: mid C. 19—-20; obsolescent. The
Barmecides, a princely family of Bagdad, once put before a beggar a succdssion o
magnificent dishes—all empty.
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*pattle royal, a

. A general engagement, a free-for-all fight, a general squabble: C. 19-20. From cock-
fighting: a battle royal was one in which more than two birds were engaged.

be-all and (the) end-all, the

. The thing that matters far more than anytteise: an aim or purpose to which all else is
subordinate: C. 19-20. Very few apprehdhdis coming, in the longer form, from
Shakespeare®lacbeth(1, vii).

be in good hands, to

. To be well cared for, trustworthily guarded or treated: from ca. 1870.

*be In the same boat with, to

. To be in the same position, enterprise, circumstances: mid C. 19-20.

be of good cheer!

Seegood cheer...



A dictionary of Clichés 30

*be that as it may

is an introductory formula, eaning ‘nevertheless’: from c2880. “Be that as it may,”

said the Duke, unconsciously supporting himself on what had been the pivotal ghrase o
his celebrated speech in the House of Lords in 1908...", Michael Intaslet,
Revenge!1937.

bear the brunt (of the battle), to

. The chief stress, most violent part, of the battle, hence metaphorically of any struggle,
hardship, misfortune: mid C. 19-2xunt="violence; shock’.

beard the lion in his den, to

; henceto beard a person in his denRespectively mid C. 19-20 and late C. 19-20.
Scott, inMarmion, 1808, has ‘And darest thou then to beard the lion in his den,|The
Douglas in his hall?’ (adduced by Benham). With an allusion to Daniel in thefden o
lions.

‘bears his blushing honours...’

Seeblushing honours

beat a retreat, to

, Is a cliché only in its figurative sense, whiis simply ‘to retreat’: from ca. 1860. From
sounding retreat on the drum.
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*beat about the bush, to

. To hum and haw before saying (or doing) that which one wishes to say (or do); to
approach a matter over-cautiously or gitously: late C. 18-20. From hunting.

beat swords into ploughshares, to

. To turn the armaments of war into the implements of peace; to become pacific: mid C.
19-20. ‘They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks’, Isaiah, ii. 4 (cf. Micah, iv. 3), or, as the Vulgathas it, ‘Conflabunt [they will
forge] gladios suos in vomeres, lanceas suas in falces’.

beaten at the pos(colloquial)

. Defeated when success is afhwithin one’s grasp: from ca. 1870. From horse-racing.

beaten track, the

. The well-trod way: a cliché only when eropéd figuratively: from ca. 1870; apparently
American originally, Emerson having used it in 1855.

bed and board

; esp.at bed and board,in bed and at table; i.e. lodging and food: C. 15-20, but a cliché
only in C. 19-20.
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bed of roses, a

; usually, no bed of roses,a far from comfortable restingace or position, a most
unpleasant employment: mid C. 19—20.—Cf. the obsbletkof down

*hee in one’s bonnet, a

; esp.to have a...To be a crank about something: C. 18-20. Smowerbial. A bee so
placed, excites and flusters the person.

beer and skittles

; esp. hot all beer and skittles Self-indulgence and amusement: mid C. 19-20. In the
positive, it occurs in C.S.Calverleydy Leaves1872.

before we—more frequentlyyou—know where
you are

, something will have happened. ‘Christmasl be here before you know where you
are.” A colloquial cliché dating from ca. 1860.

before you are many yeargoccasionally,
months) older; before you are much older

. Before long; soon: from ca. 1870. “There’s some that gossip.... You'll find that, D
Law, before you are many months older™, J.Storer Clousontland Expectd4,936.
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before you were born...

Seeborn...

beg and petition, to

. To ask (a person) earnestly: C. 19-20; obsolescent. Alexander Bain notes it in his
Rhetoric

beggars(or beggared description, it

; esp....all description, it is (or was) utterly beyond the powers of description to picture;
it was indescribable: late C. 18-20. ‘Hoer own person|lt beggared all description’,
Shakespeare, coarning Cleopatra.

beginning of a new era, the

; often, it marks the..., it is epoch-making, a mountain-divide in historical geography:
from ca. 1880.

*beginning of the end, the

. The initial phase of decay, degeneratinnn, death; an unmiaskable adumbrationfo
disaster or finality or cessation: mid C. 19-20. A renderirlg obmmencement de la fin,
Talleyrand’s attributed epigram made ispect—and during the course—of the Hundred
Days (Benham).
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behind the scenes

. In private; behind what the public seeg.ds relation to important events: mid C.-19
20. The origin appears in: ‘Murders andeentions are alwaysansacted behind the
scenes in the Frenchetitre’: 1711, AddisorThe SpectatomNo. 44.

believe it or not,...

; you may (etc.)not believe it, but(e.g.,it's true). Introductory formulas: late C. 19-20.
In late 1939-40, there was running in London a theatrical entertainment eBétlede
It or Na.

believe one’s (own) eyes, to

; esp.cannot believe...,not to trust one’s sight: from ca. 1870. ‘I could not believe my
eyes: there was the shy Lancelot with a giml each arm.’ (If seeirg believing, then
muchbelievingis mere folly.)

belong to—to live in—a world apart, to

. To belong to a (much) highsocial class or to havenauch more comfortable home; to
be otherworldly: respectively C. 20 and late C. 19-20.

belted earl, a

. An earl; an aristocrat: mid C. 19-20; in C. 20, often jocubmlted refers to that
cincture which distinguishes an earl.
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beneath contempt

. Utterly contemptible: from ca. 1870.

benefit of the doubt, the

; esp.to give someone the benefit.. 1o treat him as innocemtecause, though there is
doubt, he has not been proved guilty: from ca. 1890. From the law-courts.

‘best is yet to be, the.’

Late C. 19-20. BrowningRabbi Ben-Ezra;The best is yet to be,|Grow old along with
merl’

‘best-laid schemes o’ mice an’ men|Gang aft a-
gly, the.’

Our plans often miscarry: late C. 18—-20. Robert Bufiesa Mouse1785; the quotation
is concluded thus, ‘And lea’e us nought but grief and pain|For promised joy’.

‘best of all possible worlds, in the’and‘all’s for
the best in the...’

The latter is a C. 20 elaboration of thel®-20 cliché—the former. ‘Dans le meilleur des
mondes possibles’, Voltair&Gandide,ch. vi.—Cf. Chaucer’s ‘liwoot wel clerkes wol
seyn, as hem leste|By arguments, that &firishe best’ (‘The Franklin’s Tale’, 158-9).
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*péte noire

. A bugbear: mid C. 19-20. This Gallicism means ‘black beast’ and is frequently misspelt
béte noir Equally a cliché ipet aversion (late C. 19-20)aversionbeing ‘an object b
aversion’.

better and better

. Increasingly good: C. 19-20. It found its culmination in ‘Emile Coué’s forméla o
“Auto-Suggestion”, as propounded in London, June, 1922’ (Benhaweyy day and in
every way, | am getting better and better

*better half, one’s

; esp.my better half: my wife: mid C. 19-20, though used as early as 1580 (by Sidney
in Arcadig). In C. 17-18, also of husband.iginally a Latinism: see the O.E.D. lagtter,
adj., 3c.

better left unsaid

. (It is) better unsaid: late C. 19-20.

better or...

Seefor better...
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better than a play, it is(orwas)

. It is (or was) most entertaining: mid €9. There is an adumdtion in the Latin b
Aretino (T 1557): see Benham.

between Scylla...

SeeScylla...

between the cup and the lip

. Between plan and realization, expectatiand fulfilment, with the connotationf o
prevention at the last moment: C. 19-20, though used as early as C. 16.

between the devil and the deep sea

. Between two dangers; faced with two considerable difficulties:Gnitis—20. In C. 20,
often.. deep blue sea

between two fires

. Exposed to an assault or andar (literal or figurative) on both sides or from front and
rear: from ca. 1880.e. gun-fire.



A dictionary of Clichés 38

between you and meand the bed-post(or gate-
post)

. In confidence: colloquial: late C. 19-20. An elaboratiorbefween you and mer
between ourselves

beyond a(or any possiblg shadow of doubt

. Indubitable, certain: late C. 19-20. Tiressibleform is a Gilbertian allusion.

beyond belief (?)

. Incredible: mid C. 19-20. ‘It is beyond bélibat he should have failed to see it.’

beyond the ken of mortal man

. Beyond the vision (hence, knowledge) of man: mid C. 19-20.

*beyond the pale

. Beyond the bounds alecency (moral or social); nonger acceptable to Society o
respectable people: late C. 19-20; since ca. 1920, often ironic of ostrReiknis ‘a
district or country subject to a certain jurisdiction’.
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‘big fleas have little fleas...’

, Where the dots represent a dying fall or gndicant pause. In full, ‘Great fleas have
little fleas upon their backs to bite 'em,|And little fleas have lesser fleas, aad so
infinitum’, adumbrated in Swift's poenfRoetry, a Rhapsod§Benham): mid C. 19-20; in
C. 20, generally misquoted b fleas..

bird has or had flown

. The sought person has (had) decamped: mid C. 19-20.

bird of ill omen, a

. A person that augurs ill, a ‘Jonah’: C. 19-20. From Roman augury by biodss
avibus; malis avibuswith happy omens; with bad omens’ (literally, ‘birds’). (Benham.)

bird of passage, a

. A person always on the move from one place (or country) to anathe C. 19-20.
From migrant birds.

*hirds of a feather

is the cliché-shortening (C. 19—-20) of the proverb, ‘birds of a feather flock together’ (C.
17-20; in C. 16, ‘.. fly..."; ‘the Greeks had a word for it’, and so had the Romfans o
Cicero’s day).
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bite off more than one can chew, to

. To undertake more than one can deal with or perform: late C. 19-20.

bitter complaint, a; bitter complaints

. A harsh or trenchant or sharply reproachful complaint or complaints: C. 19-20.

bitter irony

. Trenchant or virulent irony: mid C. 19—-20.—G¢€athing sarcasm

blank amazement

. Utter or unrelieved amazemt; atterly prostrating amazemt: from ca. 1870. Es@
look of blank amazemenrtCf. the next.

blank despair

. Helpless or nonplussed or pr@ging despair: from ca. 1880.

blaze a(or the) trail, to

. To show the way, to be a pioneer: American from ca. 1890; English from ca. 1905.
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From blazing (marking) trees to determine a path.

blazing inferno, a

. Seeinferno.

bless one’s lucky stai(or one’s starg, to

. To be grateful for one’s good luck: respeetivlate C. 19-20 and late C. 18—-20. From
astrology.

blessed word ‘Mesopotamia’, the

. A magic word: from ca. 1870(See esp. Benham.) It owes much of its charm and
potency to its sonority.

*blessing in disguise, a

. Good issuing from evil, good fortune (etc.) from misfortune: from ca. 1890.

*blind leading the blind, the

. A cliché formed from the proverb, ‘when the blind leads the blind, both fall into the
ditch’, dating from C. 16 and adumbrated_.inke,vi. 39, as a parable (Appersdinglish
Proverbs.
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blissful ignorance

was generated by ‘Where ignorance is bliss, ‘tis folly to be wise’ (Gi@gis on Eton
College,1747): mid C. 18-20.

bloated armaments (?)

. Swollen or over-large armaments: journatistrom ca. 1880. Disraeli, 1862, ‘Those
bloated armaments which naturally involve states in financial embarrassments’ (O.E.D.).

bloated plutocrat, a

. A rich man: Socialistic: C. 20; since c¥25, generally jocular. Literally, a plutotra
too proud or excessively pampered.

blood and iron

. This phrase(Blut und Eisen),'military force as opposed to diplomacy’, used by
Bismarck in a speech delivered to the Dretl862, was taken up by Tennyson in his
poem,A Word for the Countrythus: ‘Not with dreams, but with blood and with iron,
shall a nation be moulded at last’; a cliché since ca. 1880. (Benham.)

blood and treasure

. Seeexpense of...
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blood-curdling yell, a

. A horrible and/or eery yell: late C. 19-2requisite in shockers and melodramas.

‘bloody but unbowed.’

Since ca. 1890. From ‘Under the bludgeonings of fate|My head is bloody, but
unbowed’ (W.E.Henleyinvictug.

bloody Mary

. Mary, Queen of England: a Protestarttoé: C. 19-20. Thomas Hood the Eldef, (o
coins) ‘Now stamped with the image of good Queen Bess,|And now of a Bloody Mary’.
From her stake-burnings of protestant Protestants.

blot on the landscape, a

. Something that spoils the scenery, disfeguthe landscape: la@ 19-20; now often
jocularly applied to a person.

blow hot and cold, to

. To be enthusiastic and then, very soon, apathetic: semi-proverbial: C. 18—-20. Recordec
in C. 16. Appersorcompares a passage flautus. See alssoon hot, soon coldn
Benham (1936 edition, p. 884a).
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blow off steam, to

To rid oneself of one’s indignation or superfluous energy: colloquial: from ca. 1860.
From an engine’s blowing off excess steam.

blow one’s own trumpet, to

. To brag; to advertise oneself: mid C. 19-20.

blown to smithereens(colloquial)

. Blown to pieces: utterly shattered and dmgtd by an explosi: late C. 19-20.

*blue blood

. Aristocratic blood; hence, igtocratic rank or conditiorfrom ca. 1870. A translatiorf o
the Spanistsangre azulCastilian families uncontaminatdayy admixture of Jewishro
Moorish): veins show in the fair much more than in the dark. (O.E.D.)

*blue Mediterranean, the

. The Mediterranean, which usually isn’t: from ca. 1910.
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blunt instrument, a

. A detective-story writers’ cliché, datingofn ca. 1920. A very vague phrase, covering
anything from a club to a spanner.

‘blushing honours thick upon him’

; usually, he bears his...; occasionally,with his... A cliché of C. 19-20. From
Shakespear&ing Henry VIII, 111, ii.

bolt from the blue, a

. A figurative thunderbolt from a blue sky; a blow, a misfortune that is unexpected,
unannounced: mid C. 19-20.

bonds

. Seeholy matrimony.

bone of contention, a

. A cause of discord, a subject that leads to dissension or bitter argument: C. 19-20. A
marrowy or juicy bone may cause strife between dogs.
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*boon companion, a

. Properly, a companion in drinking; loosedypleasant, merry corapion at any time: C.
19-20. Benham citeswulli te facias nimis sodalem'make yourself too much a
companion to no one’.

boot is on the other leg, the

. The case is altered; the responsibility is the other party’s: C. 19-20.

booted and spurred

. Prepared; ready for something: mid C-26; in C. 20, often jocular. Macaulayistory
of England attributes it to Richard Rumbold, 1685. (Benham.)

bored to death(ortears)

. Extremely bored: late C. 19-20. In 1782, Fanny Burne¥ehnilia, wrote, ‘He really
bores me to a degregbid.)

*horn and bred

; esp.he was a...born and bredor born and bred in (some place). ‘He was a
Lancashire man born and bred’, a native afidashire and rearedete. From ca. 1870.
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born in the purple

. Seepurple...

born or thought of, before you were

. Before your parents became sexually intimate: late C. 19-20.

born under a lucky star

. Born lucky: C. 19-20. The planet presiding at one’s birth being a favourable one:
astrology.

*born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth

. Born in prosperous circumstanc€&s 18—-20. Semi-proverbial.—Gdradled...

borrowed plumes

. With fine but borrowed clothes; metaphorically, bright with a lustre shed by another: C.
19-20.—Cf. Horace'$urtivis nudata coloribus'stripped of its stolen colours’ (Benham).
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bottom of the deep blue sea, the

; esp.at the..., on the sea-bed; drowned: late C. 19-20.

bottomless pit, the

. Hell: late C. 18-20. The phrase occurs seven timdRewelation,e.g. ‘To him was

8000n adtd 1) xAelc 7oy pofarog

given the key of the bottomless pi

- r
s &i&mﬂw’ literally ‘there was given to him the key of the well of the abyss’.

bounden duty, one’s

. One’s clear duty, indubitable obligation: C. 18-20, though common enough ir-C. 16
17. The duty by which one is bound.

bow and scrape, to

. Seebowing and scraping

bowels of the earth, the

; esp.in the, deep in the earth, in a mine: C. 19-20. Recorded for ca. 1593 (O.E.D.).
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bowing and scraping

, N.; to bow and scrape,to be too ceremoniously polite; to be obsequiously polite o
reverent: mid C. 19-20. To bow the head and scrape the ground in drawing back one
foot.

Box and Cox

. Applied (a cliché since the 1880’s) to ‘arrangement in which two persons take turns
in sustaining a part, occupying a positiam, the like’ (O.E.D.). From J.H. Morton’s
farce,Box and Cox1847.

brand of Cain, the

. The stigma(signum)of murder, esp. of a brothemid C. 19-20. Cain was the first
fratricide, indeed the first murdereto be mentioned in the BibleGénesis,iv. 15,
‘Posuitque Dominus Cain signum’).

brave and the fair, the

. Heroes (actual or potential) and lovely women: late C. 19-20.—Cf. the next.

*pbrave men and fair women

. A transposition of the quotation-clichgair women and brave men’, g.v.: mid C.
1920.
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break the ice, to(figurative)

. To make a beginning, prepare the way: mid C. 18-20, though Cotgrachéainey
shows that it was an acdeqd phrase as early as 1611niid C. 19-20, generally apptie
to overcoming coldness or stiéfas between strangers. (O.E.D.)

breath of heaven(or Spring), a

; generally as a simildéike a..., applied to something that & pure and beneficent as an
emanation from heaven or as refresh{pgd wellomened) as an exhalation of Spring:
mid C. 19-20. Byron has the former.

breath of one’s(or the) nostrils, the

. Breathing, as tantamount tdelj life as indicated or cornisited by the act of breathing;
‘the breath of life’: literary: C. 19-20; obsolescent. Perhaps originally in allusion to
Genesisyii. 22, ‘All in whose nodils was the breath of life’.

breathe freely, to(figurative)

. To be at ease, esp. after risk or danger or excitement: mid C. 19-20.

breathe one’s last, to

. To die: C. 19-20. Shakespeare, i&nry VI, V, ii, 40, ‘Montague hath breath’d his
last’.
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bred in the bone

. From the proverb, ‘what is bred in the bone will not out of the flesh’ (C. 15 onwards;
recorded in C. 18 a Latin form testeApperson).

bribery and corruption

. Bribery, esp. politicabr legal: mid C. 19-20.

bright and early (colloquial)

, ‘early in the morning’, applied to rising from bed or to matutinal arrival: C. 20.

bright orb of day, the

. The sun: C. 19-20; in C. 19, thought to be poetical; in C. 20, slightly ludicrous; except
as an elegancy, it is now somewhat archaic.

*bring grist to one’s (or the) mill, to; it is all
grist to one’s (or the) mill

. To obtain work that brings in money; it all helps financially: C. 19-20. From a semi-
proverbial saying recorded in C. 17.
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bring home to, to (?)

. To make a person fully realize something: from ca. 1880. ‘His mother’s death brought
home to him how much he had loved her.’

bring (someonejo his knees, to

. To humble or abase him: C. 19-20.

British Lion, the

. The British nation: mid C. 19-20. (Drydeh687; Burke, 1796.) From the lion as the
national emblem of Great Britain. (O.E.D.)

British phlegm

. Calm and stolidity: late C. 19-20.’Anglais avec son sangfroid perpetuel.’

British raj, the

. British rule (in India): pukka sahibs’: from ca. 1880. Hinaij, ‘rule; sovereignty’: cf.
raja(h), ‘a prince’.
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broke to the wide, wide world(colloquial);
broke to the wide(slangy)

. Penniless; ruined, bankrupt: late C. 19-20; from ca. 1910.

broken reed, a

. An undependable person (or thing): C. 19-20. Yodight Thoughts1742, ‘Lean not
on Earth... A broken reed at best’ (Benham).

Brother Jonathan andUncle Sam

. A typical American, and the United States of America personified: C. 19-20; mid C.
19-20. Brother Jonathan:from a remark frequently made by George Washington.
(Benham.)

*brown study, a

; esp.,in a... Absorbed in (melancholy) thought, serious thought: mid C. 18-20. Brown
is a sober colour.

bruit about (or abroad), to (?)

. To report widely, to rumour in many quarters: mid C. 19-B2Qit abroadhas much the
longer history and is rather the commonewauld, therefore, be mme precise to classify
bruit aboutas a potentiabruit abroadas an actual, cliché.
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brutal atrocity, a

. A brutally cruel and heinous act: C. 20: originally and, in the main, still journalistic
(hence also political).

brute force

. Force and violence employedthaut intelligence; senseleksce; sheer or mere force:
mid C. 19-20. Recorded in 1736 (O.E.D.):lmiute matterjnsentient matter.

buffeted by fate; the buffeting (or buffets) of
fate

. Battered—the batterings of—misfortune: late C. 19-20.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘Whom the
vile blows and buffets of the walll Hath so incens’d, that...Macbeth|lll, i, 109-10).

build castles in the air, to

. Seecastle in Spain

build upon sand, to

. To build insecurely; to do something with inadequate preparations or on an insecure
basis: C. 19—-2MMatthew,vii. 26, ‘A foolish man, which built his house upon the sand’.
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bulwark of the State, a

. A person that is a powerful safeguard &f Btate’s prosperity and/or liberty: mid C-19
20.—Cf. pillar of the Church.

bundle of nerves, to be a

. To be in an extremely nervous conditionstart at every noise, stv irritation at every
mishap or hindrance and feareatery alarm: from ca. 1910.

burden and heat of the day, bear the

. To do all the hard work: mid C. 19-20. ‘Equal unto us, which have borne the burden
and heat of the day’ (R.Y'...the burden of the daand the scorching heat)atthew,
xX. 12,

burden of proof, the

. An adaptation of the Latin legal tagnus probandi;the burden of proving”: C. 19-20;
originally, legal.

burden of (the) years, the

. Old age; the approach of oddje; the physical debilities old age: rather literary: late
C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.
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*hurn one’s boats, to

. Deliberately to preclude retredrom ca. 1890. Fim an occasional pctice of invaders.

burn one’s fingers, to

. To come to harm: C. 19-20. Probably from the proverb, ‘Never burn your fingers to
snuff another man’s candle’ (afat’'s pawused figuratively).

burn the candle at both ends, to

. To work early and late; to work hard and play hard (or to dissipate); esp. to work little
and play much: mid C. 18-20. From French.

burn the midnight oil, to

. To study until late at night: mid C. 19-20. There is an adumbration in Quarles’s
Emblems1635, in Book II, No. 2. (Benham.)

burning question, a

. A subject that causes keen and general debate or discussion, esp. by the public: from c:
1880. Used by Disraeli in 1873he O.E.D. compares Frencuestion brilanteard
Germanbrennende Frage
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(of lights) burning far into the night

. Applied to buildings where persons are studying late or are tending the sick: mid C. 19
20.

burnt to a cinder

. Utterly consumed by fire: late C. 19-20.

bury the hatchet, to

. To cease from quarrelling, settle a quarrel: American frooa. 1885, English in C. 20.
Red Indians bury a mahawk when thegonclude a peace.

business as usual

. Despite difficulties, let us carry on asnibthing were wrong: beginning, in 1914-18, as
a slogan, it became, ca. 1920, a cliché.

business, to go about one’s; sern@ person)
about his business

. To attend to one’s own business or affairs; to dismiss abruptly or ignominiously: mid C.
18-20; C. 19-20.
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‘but me no buts.’

Make no objection!: from ca. 1820; Mrs Centlivre used the phrase in 1708, but it was
Scott’'s employment of it iThe Antiquary 1816, which popularized it.

‘butchered to make a Roman holiday.’

From Byron’sChilde Harold, Canto IV (published in 1818), stanza 141: a cliché since
ca. 1825.

*butter wouldn’t (properlywould not) melt in
her mouth

; esp.,she looks as if...She looks demure and good: and is less good and demure than
she looks. C. 19-20. The longer versicomes from Charles Macklin’'s comedyhe
Man of the World1781: but C. 20 users never apprehend it as a quotation.

butterfly (broken) on the wheel, a

. A gay creature (usually female) broken bycemstance or ruined by the social system:
C. 19-20. PopeEpistle to Dr Arbuthnot(1734), ‘Who breaks a butterfly upon a
wheel?’ (Benham.)

buxom wench, a

. A sturdy, healthy, not ugly girl: @9-20; in C. 20, generally facetious.
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*buy a pig in a poke, to

. To buy without seeing what one is buying: semi-proverbial: C. 19-20. Chaucerrand Si
Thomas More haveig(ge)s in a pokend a French proverb df498 runs, ‘Folie est
d’acheter chat en sac’ (Benham).

buy for an old song, to

. To buy very cheaply: from ca. 1780, although it was common by 1708, fbhdn
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Sociéty that year wefind the significant
sentence, ‘An old book might be bought for an old song (as we say)’, O.E.D. Old sheets
of music sell very, very cheaply.

by a long chalk; not by a long chalk

. By far (‘by a long chalk thdest’); far from it, not agll (*“That'll mean disgrace—
“Not by a long chalk, you'll find”): mid C. 19-20. Chalk is used for scoring points.

by all means do!

Please do!: late C. 19-2By all meanss merely an elaboratees

by fits and starts

. Spasmodically; at irregular tervals: mid C. 18-20, though common since early C. 17.
An elaboration oby fits (fitfully).
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*by hook or by crook

. By any means; at all costs: C. 18-20. ‘In hope her to attain by hook or crook’ (Spenser,
The Faerie Queend], i, st. 13). (Benham.)

by leaps and bounds

; esp.,to go ahead by...,to progress, or grow, very rapidly: from ca. 1880. An
elaboration oby leaps:cf. by fits and starts.

by no manner of means

. Interjectionally, ‘No!’; adverbially, an intensiveot: late C. 19-20.

by no means certain

; esp.,itis by no..., it is extremely uncertain, or, Best, uncertain: mid C. 19-2By no
meanssignifies little more thanot

by rule of thumb

. In a rough-and-ready way; by dint of practice; empirically: late C. 18-20. Lit., by using
the thumb as a linear measupeactically, not scientifically.
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*by the same token

. Serves to introduce ‘a corroboratingctimstance, often weakened down to a mere
associated fact’, as in ‘Teceive letters from people whotiey do not know, and are,

by the same token, never likely to know’, Phyllis Dare, 1907 (O.E.D.): Shakespeadre has i
in 1606, but it is hardly a cliché before late C. 18.

by the sweat of one’s brow

. By hard manual labour: C. 19-20. An adaptation of ‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread’ Genesisiii. 19).

by word of mouth

. Orally: dating from C. 186, it was not a cliché before mid C. 18 or, at earliest, 1700.

C

cabined, cribbed...

Seecribbed...
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cacoéthes scribendi

. The itch to write; scripturience (gruriencg: C. 18-20; rather literary. This phrase o
Juvenal’'s—he was a great phrase-maker, aecaharresting phses—offsets the Latin
cacoéthes loquendan irresistible urge to talk).

cakes and ale

. (Good food) and drink, with a connotati@f merrymaking: C. 19-20. Shakespeare,
Twelfth Night,ll, iii, ‘Dost thou think, because thou art virtuouthiere shall be no more
cakes and ale?’

call a halt, to

. To cease; to desist: from ca. 1890. A weahkgrof the original, the correct, sense (‘to
decree or proclaim a halt’). ‘They had been quarrelling a long time when somebody
shouted, ‘Hadn’t we better call a halt and get some work done?’

*call a spade a spade, to

. To call a thing by its right, esp. by its plain English name: current in English since C. 16
(‘I cannot say the crow is white,|But needsstneall a spade a spadelumphrey Gifford,
11600); but a cliché only in C. 19-20. The prototype is in Aristophanes, but the operative
original is the Latin ficudicus, ligonem ligonem vocahe calls figs figs, and a hoe a

hoe (Benham). Most people nowadays call it ‘a bloody shovel'.
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call in question, to

. To dispute, or cast doubt on: mid C. 19-20. From the literary sense ‘to summon fo
examination or trial’.

call of the wild, the

. The appeal of Nature ‘in the raw’: C. Zbrmly established by the immediate and long-
lasting popularity of Jack London’s novd@lhe Call of the Wildwhich, published in

1903, became a best-seller throughout the English-speaking world and was translated int
many languages.

call

—esp.,not to be able to call—one’s soul one’s own, tgUnable) to live a (spiritually)
independent life; to be in all ways a slave: mid C. 19-20.—Cf. R.L.Stevenson’s ‘To

know what you prefer, instead of humbly saying “Amen” to what the world tells you you
ought to prefer, is to have kept your soul alive’ (Benham).

*calm (orlull) before the storm, the

. Peace before war; quiet before an excess of noise: late C. 19-20. Much used by

statesmen in 1938-39. Immediately before a storm, there is, usually, a period ofsilence
of suspense.
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came the...

is a literary formula-cliché, dating from c&@36 (though isolated stances occur earlier);
esp.,came the dawnandcame the War:| have seen even ‘came Lenin’. Perhaps on the
Frenchvint la Révolutior(of 1789).

can safely say that..., boryou

. I may assert, or affirm, that...: late C. 19-20.

captain of one’s soul, the

. Dating from ca. 1890 and arising from W.Erty’s ‘| am the master of my fate, | am
the captain of my soul’, in his famous poémictus(‘my unconquerable soul’).

*captains of industry

. Men who own, manage, or control great industrial businesses: from ca. 1925: originally
(and still commonly)journalistic.—CfCity magnate and Napoleon of industry:
apotheosis of Big Business.

card up one’s sleeve, a

; esp.,to have a...,to have something in reserve, esp. to overcome an apparently
victorious opponent: C. 20. From cardsharping.
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care a pin(orrap) for, not to

. To value very lightly, have no affection for: mid C. 19-20. In C. 17-18, the cliché was
not to care a fig far

cart before the horse, the

; esp.,to put (or sef the..., to reverse the natural—or, at worst, the usual—order; to
render it, in the etymological senggeposterousalready common in C. 16, but not, |
think, a cliché before C. 18.

carte blanche

; esp.to give (a persongarte blanche,to grant him full discretionary power: mid C.-19
20. Until mid C. 19, almost solely political. Lit., a blank sheet of paper.

cast in one’s lot with, to

. To join a person and share his fortunes: 1535, Coverdale; but not abelfohe mid C.

18. Originally in allusion toProverbs,i. 14, where the reference is to the divisidn o
plunder by the casting of lots (‘Sortem mitte nobiscum’: ‘tu tireras au sort ta part avec
nous’, Verdunoy).

cast(something)n the teeth of(a person)

. To upbraid or reproach him with it: C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent. (In C. 16aif
personin the teeth withihe thing.)
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cast into the outer darkness, tqorto be)

. To banish; to dismiss in utter disgraceimevocably: mid C. 19—20. From ‘Cast him
into outer darkness’ (R.V.: ‘Cast him out into the outer darknelsijthew,xxii. 13).

cast one’s bread upon the waters, to

. To do good without expecting immediate recognition or reward: mid C. 18-20. From
‘Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many d&gslgsiastesxi.
1).

cast pearls before swine, to

. To offer beauty to philistines; do a kindness to the rankly ungrateful: C. 19—-20. WNeithe
cast ye your pearls before swin®dtthew,vii. 6).

cast the first stone, to

. To be the first to blame or revile a pergbat sins or makes mistakes: C. 18-20. From
‘He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at beinn( viii. 7).

*castle in Spain, a, or catles in Spain; castle in
the air, a, or castles in the air

. Fond imaginings; a rosy dreamfoture wealth and happiness: sgmbverbial; but in
C. 19-20, clichés. Originalschateaux en Espagnaend the ltaliancastelli in aria
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(Benham). Ofterbuild castles in the air(rarely Spain.

casual encounter, a

. A chance meeting; an ungght, unexpected meeting: from ca. 1880.—Cf. the next.

casual remark, a

. An undesigned remark; a remark made without ulterior motive or indeed any purpose
whatsoever: 1864, D.Mitchell, ‘Il made some casual remark about the weather’ (O.E.D.).

cause célebre

. A law-suit, a trial, that attracts much publicity; a famous case: mid C. 1&®&es
célébres et intéressantds; F.de Petaval, 1734 (Benham).

*'caviare to the general.’

(Something) unappreciated by—not suited to please—the general run of men: C. 19-20.
‘The play, | remember, pleasedt the million; 'twas caviare to the general.” Caviare is

an acquired tastéhe generals the generality, the mass, of mankind, the vast majdfity o
persons.

cela va sans dire

. That goes without saying; that's obvious: a French proverbial saying, from ca. 1870 an
English cliché; if or) that goes without saying itself a cliché: from ca. 1890.
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‘certain lewd fellows of the baser sort.’

Jocular for ‘coarse, hearty fellows’: late C. 19—20. ‘The Jews which believed not..., took
unto them certain lewd fellows of the basert...and set all the city on an uproakcts,

- - -] # 5
wi. 5 of lovdaior moookafduevor gy ayogaiwy Twdg
r
&1’5@&;‘ TLOVTQO0VE, cortain evil [or malicious] men from among the loungers in

the agora (or market place)’, there being &?Wam': a connotation of ‘agitator’, as
Souter,A Pocket Lexicon of the New Testamgtints out: Judeei, assumentesque de
vulgo viros quosdam malos (‘quelques médhamommes de laopulace’,Verdunoy).
Lewdhere means ‘ignorant’.

ceteris paribus

. All other things being equal: C. 18-20. In late C. 19-eé2Ber things being equghat
all other...) is also a cliché.

chacun a son goat

. Each to his taste: mid C. 19-20.—@é gustibus

change of heart, a

. A conversion, in sentiment, from evil to good: late C. 19-20.
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change of scene, a

. A removal from one place to another, regardeadnorally and physically beneficial: late
C. 19-20.

chapter of accidents, aor the

. A series of misfortunes and shiaps; ‘the unforeseen coufeevents’ (O.E.D.): late C.
19-20; C. 19-20.

charmed life, a

; esp.,bear a...,to escape death many times; to be difficult to kill: C. 19-A28cbeth,
V, viii, ‘I bear a charmed life’, afe protected by enchantment or magic.

chasing the rainbow

. Pursuing an ideal, an illusion: mid C. 19—E@om fairy-tale gold at the rainbow’s end.

cheek by jowl

. Side by side in intimacy: mid C. 18-20 (though current since C. 16). l.e., cheek beside
cheek.
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cheer to the echo, to

. To applaud or cheer vociferously: lateX2-20. So as to produce echoes. (Shakespeare
hasapplaud to the echp

*cherchez la femme!

A French dictum made by Dumas perd.gs Mohicans de Pari€,864, but apparently

as an established phrase’, says Benhang edmpares the obsolete English proverb,
‘There is no mischief done but a woman is one’ (is concerned in it). Only in C. 20 an
English cliché, it is often used facetiouslyt ofi its crime context(‘Look for the woman

[in the case]!)

cherished belief, a; cherished beliefs, one’s

. A belief or opinion to which one clings and which one fosters: late C. 19-20.

chew the cud, to

. To ruminate: C. 19-20. From the slow cud-chewing of cattle. Byromoim Juan,
Canto XlI (published in 1823), st. 43, ironically and punningly said, ‘As that abominable
tittle-tattle,|Which is the cud eschewed by human cattle’ (Benham).
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*chick or child, have no; have neither chick
nor child: without chick or child

. To be childless: C. 19-20. Recorded first in Cotgrave, 164itk, ‘child’, occurs as
early as C. 14 (O.E.D.).

child of Nature, a

. A person much attached to and spiritually dependent on Nature: from ca. 1840.
(Wordsworth, ca. 1800, ‘Dear child of nature’.)

children of this world, the

. Earth-bound humanity; the worldly wise: C. 19-20. ‘The children of this world are in
their generation wiser than the children of lighttuke, xvi. 8): the Greek original
signifies ‘the children of this age’.

chilled (or frozen) to the marrow

. Chilled inside as well as outside: late C. 19-20.

chip of the old block, a

. A son (rarely a daughter) like his father, gaflg in a favourable sense: C. 18-20. Used
by Milton in 1642 (Benham).
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chop and change, to

. To change constantly: ca 1540, but not a cliché until C. 18. It means, literally, ‘to barte
and exchange’.

*chosen people, theprthe C.P

. Jews or the Jews: mid C. 19-20; generally with mild facetiousness.

chronicle small beer, to

. To record trifles, analyse the unimportant: C. 19-20. By many, used without
reminiscence of Shakespeare’s ‘To sudklas, and chronicle small bee©thello, Il, i).

*circumstances over which one hagesp. |
have) no control

. Circumstances beyond one’s power to di@ctheck: late C. 220. Sterne speaks o
circumstances one canngbvern, Froude of circumstances to which oiseunequé
(O.E.D)),

citizen of no mean city, a

. No longer apprehended as a quotation, it nevertheless comes from ‘But Paul said, | am
man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a cityCiticia, a citizen ofno mean city’ Acts,xxi. 39):

#
-]
oux &G’r}pﬂﬂ mOlews molitng, ‘a citizen of a not obscure cityhon ignotce civitatis
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municeps,citoyen d’une ville qui n'est pas sans importance’ (Verdunoy). Kiplinghe
Seven Seas]896, writes in the Dedication, ‘Surely in toil and fray,|Under an alien
sky,|Comfort it is to say:|“Of nmean city am I (Benham).

City

. Seemagnate

*city fathers, the

. The town councillors: journalists’ (and councillors’): from ca. 1880.

city swelters in record heat-wave

. American journalists’ headline: C. 20he city..occurs frequently in the body of news
reports. (Sullivan.)

civis Romanus sum

. | am a Roman citizen: late C. 18-20. ‘Stated by Cicero to be an ancient form of appeal
which had often saved men from death and indignity in the utmost parts of the
earth’ (Benham). Likepro bono publico, it is a favourite with writers of pompous letters

to the newspapers.

classes and the masses, the (?)

. All classes of society: from ca. 1880he phrase was first used by Gladstone.
(Benham.)
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clean sheet, dfigurative)

; esp..to start with..., to begin with one’s crimes or misdeeds cancelled or forgiven: late
C. 19-20.—Cf. ‘avirgin page’.

cleanse one’s bosom of thi@r this or that)
perilous stuff, to

. To free one’s heart and mind of dangeroesentment or feelings: from ca. 1830. A
reminiscence of Shakespeare’'s ‘Canst tmmi... Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of tha
perilous stuff Which weighs upon the heaMgcbeth,V, iii).

cleanse(or clean) the Augean stables, the

. To purge away corruption and/or immorality, esp. on a large scale: C. 19-20. Hercules
purified the huge and filthy stables of King Augeas: cf. the Latin provedhalcas
Augiee purgare

clear the decks, tafigurative)

. To remove obstacles and so prepare for operations: late C. 19—20. Nautical (preparing
for a storm) and naval (preparing for battle).

clears (or cleared) the air, that

. That has clarified the position: from c&8D. ‘His explicit declaration...has cleared the
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air’ (1885: O.E.D.).

*clerk of the weather, the

. ‘An imaginary functionary humorously supposed to control the state of the
weather’ (O.E.D.): from ca. 1880.

‘cloistered virtue.’

Virtue untested by the stress and temptatioh the world: C. 19-20. From Milton’s
Areopagitica,1644 (‘a fugitive and cloistered virtue’).

close finish, a (?)

. An exciting race or contest: horse-racing and athletics (late C. 19-20), hence general (C
20).

close on the heels of

. Only a little way behind in a pursuit, aade (hence in a compétit): mid C. 19-20.

close(or near) thing, a (colloquial)

. A narrow escape ora@ose finish(see above): C. 20.
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*clothed and in his right mind’

is a jocular adoption, meaning little more than ‘with changed clothes and therefore

i 1
feeling refreshed or in a better humour, dfark, v. 15 szﬂtwpé:«'&ﬂ pdat

gwppovovyza, ‘clothed and in one’s sensesestitum, et sanae mentigétu et sain
d’esprit’, Verdunoy).

cloud of witnesses, a

. Not regarded as a quotatioit occurs verbatim itHebrews,xii. 1, ‘With so great a
cloud of witnesses’. Obsolescent. There is a punning allusion in the title of a novel by
Dorothy SayersClouds of Witnesd,926.

cloven hoof, the

; esp.,to show the...The sign of the Devil; a manifestation of evil: C. 19—-20. The Devil
could not hide his cloven hoof.

clumsy lout, a

; esp.,you clumsy lout! A clumsy (and ill-mannered) person: late C. 19-20.

*coals of fire on a person’s head, to heap

. To reproach in a practical and very effective manner, esp. by repaying good for evil: C.
19-20. Se®roverbs xxv. 22 andRomansxii. 20.
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*coast Is clear, the

. ‘The danger is over, the enemies have marched off' (Johnson), perhaps oridinally o
pirates: C. 18-20. Also in derivative sense, ‘the way is open for an operation, event,
etc.’ (O.E.D.): mid C. 19-20.

cock of the walk

; esp..to be... (not usuallythe cock..). To be the best man in a given locality or at a
given activity: late C. 18-20. From cock-fighting.

coign of vantage, a

. A corner (Frencleoin)—hence, a point—of advantage: C. 19-/@cbeth,l, vi.

cold douche, a(figurative)

. Something that damps and chills one’s asifism or impulse: from ca. 1870. (A cold
shower-bath.)

cold light of reason, the

; esp.,in the..., viewed soberly; examed intelligently, not regarded passionately o
sentimentally: mid C. 19-20.
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cold wave spells suffering to thousandgn
headlines)

; a cold wave..(in articles). Ameigan journalists’: C. 20. (Sullivan.)

colorful scene, a

. An American cliché (not—asolourful—unknown in England since ca. 1919) of C. 20.

colossal undertaking, a (?)

. A mighty task or enterprise: C. 2@ ¢lossalitself is being overdone.)

colourable imitation, a

. A specious or convincing imitation: late C. 19-20.

comb, to go through with a fine(or with a
tooth-comb)

. To examine or check minutely: C. 20.
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come home to roost, to,

‘to rebound upon the originator’, is applieddarses (‘Curses, like chickens, come home
to roost’) and mistakes: mid C. 19-20.

come into a person’s life, to

. To become important to a person by being made acquainted with him; generally applied
to love, passion, or friendship: mid C. 19-20.

come on the scene, to

. To appear; to arrive:dm ca. 1830. From an ac®arrival on the stage.

come to an end, to

. To end; to be concluded: laBe 19-20. (To reach the physical end.)

come to grief, to

. To meet with disaster; to fail: from ca.@® That is, to a cause or source of grief.
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come to light, to

. To appear; to be revealed or disclosed: Coverdale, 1535; cliché in C. 18-19. Influenced
by Ezekiel xvi. 57.

come to pass, to

. To happen: C. 18-20; already common in C. 16-17, the phrase being popularized by
Tindale’s and others’ versions bfatthew,xxiv. 6 (‘All these things must come to pass,

but the end is not yet’, R.\'T545lT yag yevéolai, ‘for they must happenoportet enim
haec fieri,'car il faut que ces choses arrivent’, Verdunoy).

come to stay, to have

. To be generally accepted; be permanent: fromsa. 1910. The Earl of Cavan, in the
House of Lords, 1928, ‘Mechanizatilhas come to stay’ (O.E.D.).

come to the ears of, to

. (Of a story, gossip, report, rumour) to be heard by (someone important or closely
concerned): already current in £3; a cliché in C. 17-20.

come to the end of one’s tether, taorto have
come ...

, to have reached the extreme end of snm&sources, exhausted one's abilities and
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resources: C. 19-20. Already in C.il&as common. From a grazing horse.

come together again, to

. (Of persons) to be reunited, to ‘make it up’: sentimentalists’: C. 20.

comes to the same thing (in the end), it

. Finally, it will make no matter or there will be no difference: late C. 19-20.

comme il faut

. According to etiquette; oforrect depdment; wellbehaved: from cal820. A Society
importation; lit., ‘as it is necessary’.

common herd, the

. The generality of mankind; ording mediocre people: mid C. 19-20.

common lot, the

. The inevitable circumstances of life: C. 19-R6t="share’ (assigned by fate), from the
lot (or ticket, etc.) one draws. ‘Utere sott&’, Virgil; ‘No mancan change the common
lot to rare’, Hardy. (Benham.)
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common or garden

, adjectival phrase. @mary or common: colloquial: from ca. 1895. From gardening (‘the
Common—or Garden—Nightshade’).

common understanding (?)

. An agreement; concord: late C. 19-20.

‘compare great things with small, to’ (?)

; often misquoted ‘...small things with great’: C. 19—-20. MiltBiaradise LostBook II.

[comparisons are odious

sounds like a quotation, but is actually a prové@mmparisons are odorous’,from
Shakespeare®luch Ado about Nothings almost a cliché.]

completely gutted by fire

. (Of a building, a home) ruined by fire: American: late C. 19-20. (Sullivan.)
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con amore

. With love, zeal, delight, pleasure; with gusto (‘He performed the unpleasanta@ask
amoreé): from ca. 1824, to judge from Lamb, 1826, ‘You wrote them [poewith
love—to avoid the coxcombical phrasmn amoré(O.E.D).

condemn(a personput of his own mouth, to

. To condemn him by the evidenbe has himself given: late C. 19-20. With allusion to
Luke, xix. 22, ‘Out of thy own mouth will | judge thee, thou wicked serveéx TOD

otOlarlc cov kplvay oe, where otOpa is ‘the mouth,especially as an organf o
speech’ (Souter): Vulgatele ore tuo te judicowell rendered by Verdunoy as ‘je te
jugerai sur tes paroles’.

‘confusion worse confounded.’

Confusion added to confusion (and tumult): C. 19-20. Milton, ‘With ruin upon ruin, rout
on rout,|Confusion worse confoundeBafadise LostBook II).

considered opinion that..., it is my(or his or...)

. On careful and mature reflection, | think that...: late C. 19-20.

*consign to oblivion, to

. To deliver or entrust to oblivion, i.e. put aside and utterly forget: from ca. 1870.
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*conspicuous by one’qor its) absence

. Rendered conspicuous by thery fact of absence: from ca. 1860. ‘Conspicuous by its
absence’, Lord John Russell, am election address, Ap#@l, 1859. A reminiscence of a
passage in Tacitus&nnals,Book Ill, last paragraph. (Benham.)

conspiracy of silence, a

. Concerted silence; a coerted refraining to notice or acknowledge a person, a
movement, a fact (of some importance): from 1890; already aomon in the 1880’s.
Oscar Wilde, on being asked by Sir Lewis Morris what he should do to overcome the
conspiracy of silence (among reviewers) about one of his publications, said ‘Join it!".

constant communication, in

. Always in touch: C. 20. ‘At opposite ends of the earth, they were nevertheless in
constant communication.’

‘consummation devoutlyto be wished, a.’

An end that is extremely desirable: C. 19-B@mlet, Ill, i, “Tis a...” (concerning the
peace ensured by death).

contract a chill, to

. To catch a chill: mid C. 19-20. T. Hale, 1691, ‘Thereby contracting dangerous colds,
coughs and catarrhs’ (O.E.D.).
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controversial question, a(or this or that)

. A much disputed or a very debatable questime C. 19—-20; in the earlier half of C. 19,
a controversial poinverged on being a cliché.

cook someone’s goose for him, t@olloquial)

. To ruin; to circumvent and put a stop to the activities of: from ca. 1860: originally (ca.
1850), slang; in C. 20, colloquial.

*cool, calm and collected

. Calm (and aleripr ready to act): late C. 19-20.

cost a pretty penny, to

To cost a considerable sum: from ca. 1890. ‘Armaments cost a pretty
penny.’ (Obsoletely, ‘dine penny’.)

counsel of perfection, a

; counsels of perfectionAdvice difficult for a mere human being to take: C. 19-20. The
second is an ancient theological phrase.
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country cousin, a

. A relative whose countrifiedhanners and outlook tend to embarrass townspeople: mid
C. 19-20.—Cf. the next.

country mouse, a; a town mouse

. A country person unaccustomerdurban life; a town-dwelleitl at ease in the country:
from ca. 1860. From one of Asop’s fables.

coup de grace, a

. A finishing stroke, a ‘settler: C. 19-20Lit.,, ‘a stroke of grace (kindliness,
graciousness)’, putting an end to a person’s (or animal’s) pain or misery.

crack of doom, to the

. For ever: from ca. 18204acbeth,IV, i, ‘What, will the line stretch out to the crack o
doom?’

cradled in the lap of luxury

. Born in affluent circumstances: mid C. 19-20. Alsdive in the lap of luxury.
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crambe repetita (?)

. 'l don’t think you can reckonrambe repetita cliché yet. It's more like what one might
call an “educated noise”, at present, I'd Syt that's “merely arindividual contribution
to the general sum of hypotheses” on the supgscHarold Frederiput it', A.W.Stewart,
in a private letter of Bcember 27, 1939. Litally ‘cabbage swed up again’crambe
repetita means ‘any distasteful repetition’ (Juvenal, Satire VI, 154). Henambeis
used in the same way and also as an ad@gcNauseating crambeerities, and questions
over-queried’, Sir Thomas Browne, 1658; erambe is obsolete, whereasrambe
repetitais virtually a cliché, especiglamong scholars and writers.

crass stupidity

. Gross stupidity: C. 20Qrass ignoranceised to be much commoner than it is now.)

cribbed, cabined and confined

. Cramped and hampered; utterly restrained and constrained: mid C. 19-20. A
misquotation of ‘(But now | am) cabéd, cribbed, confined, bound itMacbeth/lIl, iv.

cricket, as init’s not cricket andis it cricket?

It is unsporting, unjust; Is it fair, honest, honourable, English Bnitish)?: recorded fo
1900; a cliché since ca. 1910. W. de Mwrg 1911, ‘lt...isn't cricket, as folk say
nowadays’ (O.E.D.); 1940, John Gunthen @merican), in the ‘War Edition’ ofnside
Europe, notes, among ‘many...forces and cousfteces...of English political life’ and

as the first of an impressive miscellany, ‘cricket and the ritualistic attitude to fair play that
it has produced’.—Ciplay the game
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*crocodile tears

. Hypocritical tears, feigned weeping: C. 18-20. Badesgsays, 1612, No. 23, ‘It is the
wisdom of the crocodiles, that shed teatsen they would devour’ (Benham). Medieval
animal-lore.

*cross the Rubicon, to

. To take an irrevocable step, make an irrevocable decision and act on it: C. 18—-20. Frorr
Ceesar’'passingthe Rubicon (a river dividing Cisalpine Gaul from Italy).

cross the Styx, to

. To die: C. 19-20; obsolescent. A fabled river: Virglneid, vi, 425, ‘irremeabilis
unda’ (the wave—or stream—from which there is no return).

crown of glory, a

. A victor's reward; an honourable distinction: mid C. 19-20. Perhaps, originally, in
allusion to 1Peter,v. 4, ‘And when the chief Sheptteshall appear, ye shall receive a

’ -
crown of glory that fadeth not awaytov duagdvrvoy Tijs 56Enc atépavov, ‘the
unfading (or fadeless) chaplet of gloryiépavoc being ‘the Greek victor's crownro
chaplet, of perishablesdves’ (Souter): Vulgatemmarcescibilem glorice coronaffia
couronne incorruptible de la gloire’, Verdunoy).
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crowning mercy, aorthe

. The (or a) mercy that cdiitsites perfection; the acme of mercies: C. 19—2@oWning
folly was fairly common in C. 19.)

crumbs from the rich man’s table

. Trifles given to the poor by the rich; a slight consideration shown by the fortunate to the
unfortunate: mid C. 19-20. In allusion taike, xvi. 21, ‘(A certain beggar named
Lazarus) desiring to be fedth the crumbs which fefrom the rich man’s table’.

cry for the moon, to

. To desire, whiningly or vociferously, the impossible: from ca. 1860. (Dickens, 1852:
O.E.D.)

‘cry is still, “They come”, the.’

(Not ‘the cry is “Still they come™.) C. 19—-20lacbeth,V, v.

cry over spilt milk, to

. To give way to vain regret: semiproverbial in form *...shed milk’ (C. 17-18); but from
ca. 1880, a cliché. (Apperson.)
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*cry wolf (once) too often, to

. To give a false alarm so often that deeno longer believed: from ca. 1890. Ex the
proverbial sayingto cry wolf(recorded for 1740: Apperson).

crystal-clear

. Pellucid; eminently @ar; sun-clear (itself much overused phrase at one period, but too
soon discarded to qualify as a cliché): C. 20.

cudgel one’s brains, toto rack one’s brains

. To think hard; to try very hard to contrive some thing or end: C. 18-20; late C. 18—20.
Shakespeare hasidgel; rack(put on the rackto torture, to strajnoccurs as early as ca.
1680. Earliest of all ibeat(1530). O.E.D.

*cui bono?

For whose advantage?: C. 18-20. Quoted, Benham tells us, by Cicero as ‘a fhaxim o
Lucius Cassius, whose expression was “Cui bono fuerit?™, which might be colloquially
rendered as ‘Now, | wonder who got something ouhat?’

*cum grano salis; to take with a grain of salt

. The former is a Roman proverbial saying (cf. Plilgdslito salis grano;a grain of salt
having been added’, Benham): a clicbé C. 19-20. The latter, ‘to accept with
reservations’, is a cliché of mid C. 19-20.
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‘cups that cheer but not inebriate.’

In Cowper'sThe Task,1783, the passage h#w beforecups In Siris, 1744, Bishop

Berkeley had spoken of tar-water as being ‘of a nature so mild and benign...as to...chee
but not inebriate’ (Benham).

curious to relate

. A narrative formula, generally introductory: late C. 19-20. ‘Curious to relate, the cow
jumped over the moon.’

‘curiouser and curiouser.’

Increasingly odd (or strange)t¢aC. 19—-20. (C. L.Dodgson.)

curiously enough (?)

. A variant ofcurious to relate: C. 20.

curtain lecture, a

; esp.,give a... A reprimand or an admonitory talk delivered, generally by the wife, to
spouse a-bed: mid C. 19-20. Hdished by Douglas Jerrold’sirs Caudles Curtain
Lectures1846. Benham notes an adumbration in 1@8Curtaine Lecture)a parallel in

1640 (Richard Braithwaite’& Boulster Lecturg and a material prototype in Juvenal,
Satire VI, 268-9.
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cut a long story short, to

. To bring a long story to an abrupt end: late C. 19-20.

cut and run, to

. To decamp, or depart, hurriedly: collogimid C. 19-20. Naidal: from cutting the
cable and running before the wind.

cut and thrust

. A mellay, a hand-to-hand struggle; a grim struggle; (in conversation) pointedkremar
and shrewd riposte: mid C. 19-20. Grote, 1846, ‘The cut and thrust of actual
life’ (O.E.D.). Fom sword-play.

cut off one’s nose taspite one’s face, to

. In pique, so to act as to injure oneself: mid C. 19-20.

*cut (a persondff with a shilling, to

. To disinherit: C. 19-20. ‘The bequest being a proof that the disinheritance was
designed’ (O.E.D.); such a practicenis longer valid in English Law.
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cut one’s coat according to one’s cloth, to

. To keep within one’s means, or, more widely (but now less generally), to adapf onesel
to circumstances: C. 19—-20. From tailoring.

cut the Gordian knot, to

. SeeGordian knot.

cut the painter, to

. To sever connexion: from ca. 1880. Of nautical origin, the phrase has, since the 1880'’s,
been much used of the relationgtoe Empire with Great Britain.

cut to the quick, to

. Wounded in one’s tenderest or most ¢ or profound feelings: mid C. 19-20.

cynosure of all(or neighbouring) eyes, the

. A person in whom curiosity and interest are concentrated: C. 19-20. As a quotation-
cliché, the precise form is ‘the cynosure of neighb’ring eyes’ (Miltohllegro, 1632).
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SeeDeo volente

dabble in the occult, to

. To interest oneself in the writings and the practices of the occult: C. 20.

*‘damn with faint praise, to.’

To condemn by praise too moderate to be pratisd!: applied esp. to literary critics: late
C. 18-20. Pope, ‘Damn with faint praisesant with civil leer,|JAnd, without sneering,
teach the rest to sneePrplogue to the Satire4,734).

dance attendance on, to

. ‘'To wait upon (a person) with assiduous attention and ready obsequiousness’ (O.E.D.):
mid C. 18-20. Shakespeare, ‘To dance attendance on their lordships’ pledsereg’ (
VI, v, ii, 32).
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‘Daniel come to judgement, a.’

An exemplary judge (or a person of unerring judgement) has come to give his weighty
decision: C. 19-20. Shakespedrbe Merchant of Venicgy, i.

‘Dark Continent, the.’

Africa. It is doubtful whether this book-titigd.M.Stanley, 1878) is still apprehended as a
guotation, for it has been pretty thorougldgsimilated. Stanley in 1890 varied it to
‘Darkest Africa’—Through Darkest Africdeing a very well-known book of his.

dark horse, a(colloquial)

. A candidate or competitor that, little knowsges (or at least is expected to do) very
well: C. 20. From racing slang for a horsevdiose racing powers nothing, or little, is
known.

darken counsel, to

. To obscure the desired issue, to hinder deliberation: C. 19-20. A reminiscence of ‘Who
is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledgks®, kxxviii. 2).

*darken one’s door(s)(or threshold), to;
darken the door of

. To appear on (a person’s) threshold as a visitor: generally in the negative: respectively
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C. 19-20 and C. 20.

dastardly crime (or outrage), a

. A despicably cowardly crimer outrage: from ca. 1905.

dawn suddenly (up)onord. (up)on suddenly;
or dawn suddenly (up)on(a person’sjinind

. To begin to be perceived or understood by a person: from ca. 1870.

day after the fair, a

. A mid C. 19-20 cliché based on the proverbial sayimgome a day after the faftoo
late).

day of wrath, the (?)

. As the Day of Wratht=the Judgement Dawnd is certainly not a cliché; but the day
of wrath, ‘the day on which retribution comes, or is fated to come’, it is a cliché or a near-
cliché of mid C. 19-20.

days are numbered, one’®r its

. One’s life is near its end, illness (or injury) the cause; the usefulness of a thing is almost
over: late C. 19-20.
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days that are gone, the; the days that are no
more

. The regretted past: mid C. 19-20; the second is slightly obsolescent.

de gustibus (?)

. From the L. proverbde gustibus non est disputandyitis no good arguing about
personal tastes). Literary: mid C. 19-20.

de mortuis nil nisi bonum (?)

. Of the dead, speak ever charitably: C. 19-20. An early C. 20 patedwyortuis nil nisi
bunkumdeserves immortality.

dead and done with

. Dead and no longer important: C. 20.—Cf. the next.

dead and gone

. Dead, with a connotation of ‘long dead’: ©-20. (Used by Shakespeare—and even in
C. 15.) Dead, and so gone from us. ‘An effigy of a dead and gone worthy, to be admired
with distant respct’ (R.H.Mottram,You Can'’t Have It Backl 939).
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dead certainty, a

. An utter certainty: late C. 19-20; originally sporting.

dead letter, a(figurative)

. Something superseded or cancelled: late C. 19-20. BHead lettersthose letters
which the postal authorities have been unable to deliver or to return to the senders.

*dead men’s shoes

. From the proverbiaio wait for dead men’s shoe®, expect to inherit money. A cliché
in C. 19-20.

dead of night, at(occasionallyin the...)

. At the time of the most intense darkness and stillness: mid C. 19-ZhandC. 18
20.

Dead Sea fruit

. Something (e.g., an anticipated joy orhénitance) that pras to be a grave
disappointment: from ca. 1870. Thomas Moord,alla Rookh,1817, sings, ‘Like Deha
Sea fruits, that tempt the eye, | But turnaghes on the lips!” (Benham); but popularized
by Miss Braddon’s famous novddead Sea Fruit1868. In allusion to Sodom apples o
mad apples (the fruit known scientifically Asclepia3.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 99

deadly earnest

; esp.jin..., implacable; extremely serious: mid C. 19-20. Also adverbially.

deadly menace, a

. A threat involving death or disastes potential foe, implacable and extremely
dangerous: C. 20.

deadly precision (?)

. Unerring accuracy or presion: late C. 19-20.

death and destruction

; esp.to vow..., to threaten death and ruin: mid C. 19-20; obsolescent.

death’s door

. Seeat...

decent, honest, (and) God-fearing (?)

. Respectable, honest, and reverent (or religious): late C. 19-20.
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decisive effect, a (?)

. A conclusive or unmistakable result: C. 20.

deep calling unto deep

. A literary cliché (late C. 19-20), in allusion to ‘Deep calleth unto dd&ggimsxlii. 7
(Vulgate,Abyssus abyssum invocate flot appelle le flot’, Verdunoy).

*defects of one’s qualities, the

. Mid C. 19-20. From the French of Bishop Dupanloup. (Beaham.)

deliberate falsehood, a

. An intended lie, a lie designed to mislead; a studied lie, neither hasty nor rash: mid C.
19-20.

delicate negotiations

. Difficult or ticklish negotiations: late C. 19-20: originally, journalistic.
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deliver the goods, tq(figurative)

. To fulfil a promise: C, 20. This colloquialism comes from commercial phraseology.

demon rum, the

. A hostile personification of rum used generically of all intoxicating liquors: late €. 19
20; originally and still mainly American,

deny...

Seesoft impeachment

Deo volenteandD.v.

If God so wishes: respectively C. 18-20 and C. 19-20. Roman variant®aefavente
(by God's favour) andeo juvantgwith God'’s help).

*depart this life, to

, corresponds to Ldecedere de vitdtself a euphemism famori, ‘to die’. The English
phrase began as a euphemism, became a gemteahsl is now a stupidity; a cliché in
late C. 19-20.
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depths of bathos, the

. A signal instance of complete anticlimantter commonplace, ¢hutterly bathetic:
literary: late C. 19-20Depthswas suggested by the etymologybethositself, which is
a Greek word for ‘depth’.

deserving poor, the

. The worthy or meritorious poor, poor people that deserve to be assisted: C. 20.

desire someone’s better acquaintance, to

. To wish to know someone better: late C. 19-20.

desperate situation, a

(much commoner thathe alternatived. positior). An extremely dangerous, hazardous,
precarious, or serious state affairs: late C. 19-20Desperate casg(C. 19-20) is
perhaps also a cliché.

*deus ex machina

. A god most fortunately intervening’ hence a person affording unexpected but opportune
assistance: mid C. 18-20. With reference to those ancient dramas in which a god appeat

from some mechanical contrivamcA translation of the Greefoc &x HNXaYIS
(Menander; Lucian). (Benham.)
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devil incarnate, a

. A person that is thoroughly and actively evil: mid C. 19-20. Lit., ‘a devil in the flesh;
the Devil in human form’.

devil’s own...

Seeluck.

devoted solely to

. Used or occupied solely by; filled with: American: late C. 19-20. ‘This gallery was
devoted solely to Italian pictures.’

devouring element, the

. Fire: journalistic: late C. 19-20; obsolescent.

devoutly hope

(e.g., ‘I devoutly hope...))it is devoutly to be hopedit is fervently or earnestly to be
hoped: from ca. 1820. Scott, 1814, ‘Let us devoutly hope, that...” (O.E.D.).
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diabolical rage, a

; esp.jn a..., in a towering rage: late C. 19-20.

diabolical skill

. Skill so great as to seem to be devilish: C. 20.

dictates of conscience, the

. The monitions or urgings of conscience: C. 20. Eatfiedictate..; cf. the next.

dictates of one’s feelinggor heart), the

. The commands and urgings of one’s fegé: from ca. 1880. Carpenter, 1874, ‘He
seems to have followed the dictatddhis artistic feelings’ (O.E.D.).

dictatorship of the proletariat, the

. Ambiguous, this political cliché; but it means ‘...by..." and is a product of the C. 20.

*die in harness, to

. To die working: from ca. 1880. A figurative use of a horse’s harness, with allusion to a
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draught horse’s death in the shafts.

die in the last ditch, to

. To die fighting to the last: from ca. 1860e¢drded in its literal sense, ‘to die defending
the last ditch of an entrenchnitg early in C. 18 (O.E.D.).

die in the odour of sanctity, to

. To die reputed a saint: mid C. 19-20; often ironically. From the Fredehlr de
sainteté(see Littré) and, as tihe odour of sanctityrecorded in England in 1756. From
that balsamic odour which is said to be extiddg eminent saints #heir death: see, e.g.,
FreemanThe Norman Conquedt], xi, 32. (O.E.D.)

*die is cast, the

. The decision has been irrevocably made, for good or ill: a pemeérbial saying (C.
17) that, ca. 1850, becaraeliché. From dicingalea jacta est)

die the death, to (?)

. To die: late C. 19-20. It is a cliché ontythis loose sense; properly the phrase means
‘to be put to death’ and would seem to har@inated as ‘a demn phrase for death
inflicted by law’ (Johnson: O.E.D.).

dim and distant past, from (orin) the

. In the fardistant, ill-remembered past: late C. 19-20.
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*dim religious light, a.’

A chiaroscuro; a poor light; dusk: C. 19-20. MiltdrRPenseroso1632.

ding-dong battle, a

. A battle (or struggle, contest or competifiovigorously maintained and sustained: from
ca. 1880.

discard precedent, to

. To ignore—to depart from—pcedent: American: C. 20.

discerning reader, the

. Penetrating, intellectually most jpeptive readers: late C. 19—20.—@éntle reader

discuss ways and means, to

. To discuss the manner and the money needed: C. 20.

disjecta membra (?)

. ‘The scattered limbs’, applied metaphorically to the study-sweepings of writers,
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politicians, and others: C19-20. Allusion to Horace’slisjecti membra poetagthe
remains of the dismembered po&afires|, iv, 63).

disrupt train schedules, to

. ‘Snow disrupts train schedules’ (headlin&jnerican journalists’: C. 20. (Sullivan.)

distance has been annihilated

. The difficulties inherent in and caused by long distances have been overcome: from ca
1920.

*distance lends enchantment (to the view).’

Mid C. 19-20. Thomas Campbell, “Tis distance.Thg Pleasures of Hop&799).

*distinction withou t a difference, a

. A discrimination or distinction ‘artificially or fictitiously made in a case where no real
difference exists’ (O.E.D.): from ca. 1770. Used in 1688 and implied in 1579.

disturbance of mind

. Mental agitation or excitement: generally pejorative: late C. 19-20.
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Divine order of things, the

. The pre-ordained and God-permitted social structure: mid C. 19-20; since ca. 1920,
generally ironic.

divinity

. Seethere’s...

do a good turn to, to

. To help—render a service or benefit to (a person): mid C. 19-20.

do good by stealth

. To do good secretly: C. 19—20. Pofpijlogue to the Satired,733, Dialogue |, 135-6,
‘Let humble Allen, with an awkward shame,|Do good by stealth, and blush totfind i
fame’.

*do one’s heart good, to

. (It does her heart good tee children at play.”) To gldén, fortify, cheer, make feel
better: C. 19-20.
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do or die, to

. To make a desperate attempt: from ca. 1820. Thomas Campbell, ‘To-morrow let us do
or die!" (Gertrude of Wyomingl809).—Cf. the Duke of Kent's mottautv incere ati
mori, ‘either to conquer or to die’. (Benham.)

*dog in the manger, a

. A semiproverbial saying applied to a person that cannot do, or use, something and will
allow no one else to do it or use it: as a cliché, mid C. 19-20. The saying goes back to the
Latin canis in preesaepi

dog’s chance, a

; esp.,not to have...,to have no chance at all: late C. 19-20.

dog’s life, a

. A miserable life; a wretchedly subservient life: mid C. 19-20. It dates from C. 16.

dolce far niente

. Literally, ‘sweet to do nothing’; freely, ‘theery pleasant state of idleness’: C. 19-20.
Italian proverbial saying: Béham compares Tacitusizertioe dulcedo
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done to a turn

. Cooked to the required point, exquisitelyoked (esp. of baking and roasting); hence,
made or manufactured exactly as required: respectively, mid C. 19-20 and C. 20.

don’t you know? or!

A tag, equivalent to ‘surely you know?’ or ‘as you well know’: from ca. 1880; in C. 20,
almost meaningless, excegst a vague palliative.

doom is sealed, one’s

. One’s final ruin or death or destructionsHaeen ensured, madertain: from ca. 1880.
Green, 1874, ‘Both the Cardinal and his emsrknew that the mister's doom was
sealed’ (O.E.D.).

dose of one’qor his) own medicine, a

; esp.,to give someone a..1p requite him with his own treatment of others: C. 20.

*dot one’si’s and cross one’s t's, to

. To be meticulously accurate and precise;pénticularize minutely(O.E.D.): from ca.
1880. l.e., to avoid confusion.
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double-dyed traitor, a

. A thoroughly guilty and shameful traitor: late C. 19-20.

double harness

; esp.,in..., married: colloquial: C. 20. From horses paired abreast in harness.

doubt, one cannot justly

. It would be unfair to doubt: from ca. 1910.

doubtful advantage, a

. An advantage more apparent than real: mid C. 19-20.

doubtful cause, a (?)

. ‘He is involved in a doubtful cause’, an emese or movement or affair of which the
issue is uncertain and the migpainciple obscure: C. 20.

down and out (?)

. A colloquialism for ‘penniless and homeless’: C. 20.
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down at (the) heel(s)

. Destitute or, at best, needy: C. 19-20.—Cf at elbow(s)

down to the last detail

. In every detail, no matter how small; in detail, from beginning to end: from ca. 1910.
‘He gave an account of his arrest, down to the last detail.’

drag into the mire, to

. To besmirch: mid C. 19-20.

draw a bow at a venture, to

. To take a metaphorical shot in the dark: C. 18-20. ‘A certain man drew a bow at a
venture' (2Chronicles xviii. 33).

draw a veil over, to

. To hide, to shut away from view; to say or write no more about: mid C. 19-20. Beloved
of salacity, esp. in ‘Let us draw a veil overatthappened next'. Also jocularly, as in ‘He
prefers to draw a veil ovéine subsequent proceedings’.
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draw in one’s horns, to

. To become reserved, esp. lesdent, in manner; or lesssertive or confident; to show
reluctance and/or diffidence: C. 19-20, though dating from as early as C. 14. From the
habit of snails.

draw the line at, to

. To set a limit (esp. in conduct) beyond which one refuses to go: colloquial: late C. 19
20.

*draw the long bow, to

. Habitually or on a specific occasion to exaggerate considerably: C. 19-20. With the
long (as opposed to the short) bow one could shoot far.

draw to a close, to

. To approach its end: mid C. 19-20. ‘His life is drawing to a peaceful close.’

*dree one’s weird, to

. To submit to one’s fate, one’s lot; with a connotation of fatalism and/or fortitude: Late
Middle English; revived by Scott ifthe Antiquary,1816; classified as ‘archaiby the
O.E.D. in 1897, but quite commonlate C. 19, a cliché from ca. 1920.
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drenched to the skin (?)

. With clothes wet to the skin: mid C. 19-20.

dressed up to the ninesnddressed to kill

(both colloquial). Wearing one’s best and stastr clothes: respectively from ca. 1880
and 1890.

drift apart, to

. To become estranged in a passive, aimless, spineless way: C. 20.

drop the pilot (figurative)

. To dismiss, get rid of, the statesman thas piloted the ship of state [cliché?] for a
considerable period: from ca. 18950fra famous cartoon by J.TennieHanch,March
20, 1890: Kaiser Wilhelm II's dismissaf Bismarck (in pilot's uniform).

drown one’s sorrows in drink, to

. To seek consolation or forgetfulness in drunken stupor: C. 20.
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due consideration, on(or, less oftenypon)

. After appropriate or proper consideoat or deliberation: late C. 19-20.

*durance vile

; esp.,in... In prison; imprisoned: C. 19-20. It @mgs first, so far as we know, in
Falstaff's Weddingby Wm. Kendrick (1t 1777).

dust and ashes

. See next.

dust to dust, and ashes to ashes

. A misquotation of ‘(Earth to earfhashes to ashes, dust to dustie Book of Common
Prayer, Burial of the Dead: mid C. 19-20. The derivatthest and ashes a cliché 6
late C. 19-20; cf. Horacefsulvis et umbra sumusye are but dusand shadow’ @des,
IV, vii, 16).

*Dutch courage

. Courage produced by strong drink: mid C-20. (Still, it's better than none.) From the
heavy drinking of Dutch soldiers in earlier times.
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dyed in the wool

. Thorough-going, out-and-out: from ca. 19@0Britain, but from ca. 1905 in U.S.A.
‘He’s a dyed-in-the-wool Conservative.” From colour dyed into unspun waml-dyed

E

each and every

. All, separately and together (efll and sundry andone and al): late C. 19-20.

‘each man Kkills the thing he loves.’

C. 20; from Oscar Wilde'$he Ballad of Reading Ga@bublished in 1898), Part I, st 7.

*eager for the fray

. Eager to fight or struggle, hence to participate in a game: C. 19-20. Originally a
guotation from Cibber’s adaptation (1700) of Shakespe&ielsard Ill (Benham). In C.
20, ready for the fray is equally common.
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eagle eye, arforone’s)

. An eye as keen and far-seeing as that of an eagle: mid C. 19-20. John Quincy Adams
1819, ‘The eagle eyes of infoers’ (O.E.D.). The much oldeeagle-eyed(Bishop
Barlow, 1601) is now somewhat rhetorical.

earnest consideration

. Serious or careful consideration: late C. 19-20. ‘| want you to give this project you
earnest consideration.’

earnest desire to makehe world a better place
in which to live, an(orone’s)

: C. 20: cf. ‘an earnest longing desire to f#aags brought to agaceable end’, Richard
Hooker,Ecclesiastical Polity1593 (O.E.D.).

‘earth has not anythingto show more fair.’

Mid C. 19-20. Wordswortlsonnet Composed upon Westminster Bridggt. 3, 1802.

Earth the Great Mother

(literary); Mother Earth (general). Respectively C. 120-(obsolescent) and C. 18-20; in
mid C. 19-20, the latter often, jocularlfgr ‘the ground’. Perhaps in reminiscende o
Terra Mater,the Roman goddess.
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‘East is East and Wesis West (and never the
twain shall meet).’

C. 20; from Kipling’sThe Ballad of East and West

*eat from (or out of) a person’s hand, to

. To be subservient to, to be willingly at a person’s command, or prepared to do anything
for a person: late C. 19-20. From horsebidis that take food from a person’s hand.

*eat humble pie, to

. To apologize humbly; to be humiliatingly submissive: from ca. 1870. In dialect (whence
alsoeat h. p), toeat rue pie

eat one’s heart out, to

. To suffer silently in regret, remorse, longing: late C. 19-20.—Cf. the literaty ed
ones (own) heartsed in the same sense.

eat (a personput of house and home, to

. A semi-proverbial saying, recorded d&888 and occurring in Shakespeare’siénry
IV; in mid C. 19-20, a cliché.
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Eclipse first and the rest nowhere

. Applied to a pemsn easily first or by far the best: mid C. 19-2Biginally a race-course
phrase, applied to horsé;lipsebeing the most famus C. 18 race-horse.

*economic factor, the

. The material element in human life; the plafeanoney and supplies in civilization: C.
20. (Not a cliché in Economics contexts.)

elegant sufficiency, an

. A liberal sufficiency (but not an embarrasgiexcess); precisely enough: from ca. 1870;
obsolescent.

*eleventh hour, the

; esp.,at the eleventh hour (Also attributively, as in ‘aeleventh-hour reprieve’.) At the
latest possible time: mid C. 19-20. No longer apprehended as an allusion to the parable
of the labourers, of whom the Iagtere hired at the eleventh houMétthew,xx. 9).

eloguent silence, an (?)

. A silence that is significant with things unsaid: C. 19-20. Congreve, ‘Even silence may
be eloquent in loveThe Old Bachelo1693), Il ii.
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embarras de richesses

(‘fan embarrassment of riches’; too many riches, too wide a choice) is a misquotation o
Embarras de Richess#he title of a comedy (1726) by D’Allainval. The correct form is
not a cliché, whereas the incorrect fasma cliché of late C. 19-20.

Emerald Isle, the

. Ireland: mid C. 19-20. Apparently firssed in 1795 (O.E.D.). From the greenneiss o
the countryside.

eminently successful

. Extremely or notably successful: C. 20.

emotion overcame him(etc.) orhis (etc.)
emotion overcame himor he (etc.)was
overcome by emotion

. Late C. 19-20; esp. among fiction-writers.

end of one’s tether, the

. Seecome to the...
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endowed

—esp.,well endowed—with this world’s goods(occasionallyrich in...). Possessing
much property and/or money: mid C. 19-20.—Cf. ‘With all my worldly goods | thee
endow’ (The Book of Common Prayer)

ends of the earth, the

; esp.to orfrom the... From a far-distant point of the earth: late C. 19-20.

enemy at the gate, an

. A besieging enemy, an enemythe door of one’s house atr a city’s boundary: C. 19
20. In reminiscence of ‘They shall speak with'—i.e., subdue or destroy—'the enemies in
the gate’ Psalmscxxvii. 5).

enemy in our midst, the

. E.g., ostensibly friendlgliens: late C. 19-20.

enfant terrible

, ‘a terrifying child’, often used metaphorically (‘Thenfant terribleof the theatre was
Noel Cowad): mid C. 19-20. ‘Origin unknown. (Goethe uses the expression, 1809)'.
(Benham.)
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engage(a personjn conversation, to

. To begin talking with; to occupy his time by talking to him: C. 20. Generally with a
connotation of ulterior motive.

engaged in work of national importance

. Seework of...

*enough to make ondurn in one’s grave; and
somebody must be turning in his grave

. ‘Such waste is enough to make a miser turn in his grave.'—‘He must have turned in his
grave.’ Mid C. 19-20.

enter the lists, to

. To arrive as a combatant, a rival, a coritpgtan opponent: from ca. 1830. Originally,
to arrive on the field of aobat, but used figurativelgs early as 1647 (O.E.D.).

entertain an angel unawares, to

. To have converse with, to meet, a virtual saint or a very kind person: late C. 19-20.
From ‘Thereby some have entertained angels unawatebréws xiii. 2).
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entertain (high) hopes, to

. To be optimistic in respect of some plan or approaching event: mid C. 19-20. Browning
plays thus on the phrase: ‘Who knows most, doubts not; entertaining hope|Means
recognizing fear’ Two Poets of Croisic1878).

entre nous

. Just between you and me; confidentially: mid C. 19-20tre nousshe’s no chicken.’

eppur si muove (?)

.'Yet it does move’, as Galileo is said to have exclaimed in 1615 ‘after being induced to
abjure the theory of the earth’s motion’ (Benham): literary and philosophical: C. 19-20.

errand of mercy, an

. A going with a kindly message or commission: late C. 19-20.

error in (or of) taste, an (?)

. An infringement of good taste: late C. 19-20.
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*escape by the skin of one’s teeth, to

. To have a very narrow escape: almost colloquial: mid C. 19-20. In C. 16-18, the form
waswith: seeg.qg., Jobxix. 20, ‘1 am escaped witthe skin of my teeth’.

escape unscathed, to

. To get away unharmed: Amean: C. 20. ‘The gangst@&scaped unscathed from the
“bulls”.’

(et) hoc genus omne

. Literally, as in HoraceSatires,|, ii, 2, it means ‘all this sort of peopldjut it is often
used of things: C. 19-20.

et in Arcadia ego Vixi

; (2) et in Arcadia egoAnd once (or long ago, or at one period) | too was idyllically
happy; lit., ‘andl lived in Arcadia’ (fabled for rural peace and felicity): late C. 19-20.
This, if my faulty memory serves me aright, is an adaptation of several Classical
references to Arcadia, perhaps with a glance at B.Schidoni’'s ‘I, too, was born in
Arcadia’ (ca. 1600). A variant igt in Arcadia ego fuiunderstood by some as the
effective origin of (2); in certain references, pastor(l have been a shepherd), or some
such phrase, is presumed. )in Arcadia ego;and in Arcadia | (or, even 1), is the
more familiar form: C. 19-20. Seé@ Gazette des Beaux-Ar3ec. 1937 and May 1938,

for a discussion of the meaning and origin of the phrase. This is the title of a famous
painting by Poussin. (With #nks to J.Isaacs, Esq.) Arcadsathe Greek Switzerland, as
Lewis & Shoft phrases it.
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**et tu, Brute.’

And you too, Brutus: C. 19-20. In fu#lt tu, Brute fili("you also, O son Brutus’); variant,
tu quoque, Brute'Suetonius says that Caesar's words, on seeing Brutus [who stabbed

1 # ¥
him], were* XCIé oV Téxvoy —*You also, my son?"” (ProperI)Témi’ =‘child’
L3
and m'-{b ='son’.) Often punninglyyou too, you brute!

eternal feminine, the (?)

. Since ca. 1860. Froéternel féminin,which occurs in Blaze de Bury’s translation,
1847, of Part Il of GoetheBaust (Benham.)

*eternal triangle, the

. Two men and one woman, or two women and one man; a married couple and a male o
female third party, in a tragi-comedy of logad/or passion: from ca. 1910. (The O.E.D.
records it for 1907 .Eternakconstantly recurring.

eternal verities, the

. The immutable truths or principles that gover at least are concerned in life viewed
spiritually: literary: late C. 19-20.

*eve of great events, the

; esp.,on the...,immediately before: from ca. 1880. At any time since August, 1938, i
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has been permissible to say, ‘\&@ on the eve of great events’.

even if the worst happengor happened

. Late C. 19-20. ‘Even if the worst happens, there is still hope—or death.’

*even tenor of one’s way, the

; esp.,pursue the... To go quietly and steadily on: mid C. 19-20. Gray, ‘They kept the
noiseless tenor of their wayElegy Written in &Country Churchyard1751).

event

. Seemore than.

ever and anon

. Continually, though not at very short intervals; every now and then: C. 18-20, though
common in C. 17 and thobgShakespeare uses itlioves Labour's Losf1588), v, i,
102.

ever so nice

. Extremely pleasant or agreeable: colloquial: a cliché onlgesca. 1930. “I think it's
ever so nice,” said Molly, whose vocabry appeared somewhéimited’, Grierson
Dickson, Design for Treason1937.—*“What do | think of marriage?” said the newly
wed, prim old maid. “Why, it's ever so nice, but it's ever so rude!”, a story going the
rounds late in 1939.
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every canon of international law

. A C. 20 political and journalistic cliché. (Stuart ChaBee Tyranny of Word4,938.)

every effort is being madegor was madeor will
be madg

. A C. 20 panacea and appeasement.

every inch a king

. In every respect, a king: C. 19-20. Shakespéang, Lear,IV, vi, 109, ‘I, every inch a
king’: but the phrase is no longer thought of as a quotation.

every last one

. All; every one or egryone, according to the context: American: C. 20. Michael Roberts,
A Rabble in Arms(English edition) 1939, ‘...Every last one of them howling a dolorous
farewell’.

**every man has his price.’

Mid C. 18-20. Attributed t&ir Robert Walpole (T 1745); hson Horace, in 1785, said it
was a maxim ascribed to him ‘by his enemiesihich is probably true. It was, in 1734,
mentioned, verbatim, as ‘an old maxim’. (Benham.)
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every man Jack(colloquial)

; ‘every mother’s son’. Every man: respectively from ca. 1860; C. 19-20. Therlatte
comes in Shakespeare, and in 1583 an ainaliote, ‘The Spdards murdered every
mother’s son of them’ (O.E.D.).

every principle of decency and humanity

. Journalistic: C. 20Decencyrather lessens the dignity of the phrase: it is made to carry
too wide a meaning.

ex pede Herculem

. ‘By his foot [you know] Hercules’; hence, laycertain trait you kow (or recognize) a
person: mid C. 19-20. From the Roman proverbial saying.

expense of blood and treasure, an (?)

. A loss of men and money (or, lit., treasurdiggrary: late C. 19-20; obsolescent.

*experto crede!

Late C. 19-20: literary. Froraxperto crede Robertdhelieve the experienced Robert'.
Antonius de Avena (T 1544) and Robert Burton in 1621 (Benham). In slang, ‘“You're
telling mé’ or ‘I've had some!’
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*explore every avenue, to

. To try everybody and everything to gain one’s end: political and journalistic: from ca.
1925. An absurd phrase, which, in 1935, A.P.Herf&that a Word!oddly thought was
disappearing.

express concern, to

. To give utterance to anxiety or solicitude: late C. 19-20.

express one’s appreciation, to

. To state, make clear, one’s favourable @pirnor reception of something: Late C.-19
20.

extra precautions

; esp.,to take... To take additional measures ofoection or to be more careful than
usual: from ca. 1910.

*eye for an eye, (anda tooth for a tooth), an

. A misquotation of ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth’, which continues: ‘hand for handl, foo
for foot’, Deuteronomyxix. 21. A cliché not until ca. 1860.
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eye to(now oftenon) the main chance, an

; esp.,with an eye to...andto have... To keep in mind (andiiew) the pecuniary,
political, social or occpational advantage to be gainednfr an enterprise or a situation:
mid C. 19-20. ‘Probably from the game called hazard, in which the first throw of the dice
is called themain (Brewer).

eyes of faith, the

; esp.,with the... Late C. 19-20. From ‘We walk by faith, not by sight'C2rinthians,
1 a -

F

face the music, to(colloquial)

. To confront an enemy, stand up to troulle:20. From a singer'facing the orchestra
as he sings in public.

faced with ruin

. Seeruin...
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*facilis descensus Averni’

(but not the better ‘... Averno’). Easy the descent to Hell: C. 19-28vernus (lacus),

‘the birdless lake’, gave off a stench that killed birds flying over it; hence, it was
metaphorically used for Hell. ‘Facilis descesgwerno|Noctes atque dies patet atri janua
Ditis’ (/£neid,VI, 126-7).

*fact of the matter is..., the

. The fact is: from cal880. An introductory formula, with which s a matter of fact

fair and square (colloquial)

. Adjective and adverb, ‘honebff, ‘straightforward(ly)’: C. 19—20. Recorded for as
early as 1604 (O.E.D.).

fair, fat, and forty

. A facetious cliché of mid C. 19-20; applied to women.

*fair sex, the

. Women in general: C. 18-20; slightly obsolescent. A translation of Fferimau sexe
(thebeautifulsex). Popularized by Addison.
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‘fair women and brave men.’

Since ca. 1820. Byron.

fait accompli, aorthe

. The accomplished fact, as inéttonfronted his leader withfait accompli: mid C. 13-
20.

*fall between two stools, to

. To fail because of hesitation betwedtematives: C. 19—20=rom the proverketween
two stools you fall to the ground

fall from grace, to

. To suffer a moral decline or disgra¢&: 1920, though recorded for 1643.

fall head over heels in love with, to

. To fall very much in love with, to become infatuated with: late C. 19-20.
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fall on deaf ears, to

. To be unheard; or rather, to be heard but ignored: mid C. 19-20.

fall on stony ground, to

. Despite the ruling (1939) of the British Broadcasting Corporation, this phrase from the
Parable of the Sower has been thoroughly assimilated; C. 20.

fall to with a will, to

. To work, or eat, with vigour or gusto: mid C. 19-20.

far and away

; esp.far and away the best Much the best: late C. 19-20.

far and wide

. Reaching to many quarters or parts of thorld; far abroad; so as to affect many
persons or places in various quarters: mid C. 18frrent since C. 10.)
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far as in me lies

. Seeas far...

*far be it from me to...

A (sometimes falsely) modedisclaimer, often in speechestdaC. 18-20. It dates from
late C. 14; cfGenesisxliv. 17.

far cry, a

; esp.,it is a far cry from (something}o (something else). A long way; there is a great
interval of time or space, a great difference: mid C. 19-20.

far-flung Empire, our

. A British cliché, dating from the stridentijmperialistic last twenty years of C. 19.

far from accurate

. (Very) inaccurate: late C. 19-20.
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‘far from the madding crowd.’

Far from the insane turmoil of crowds: since ca. 1880; an adoption of Hardy's title
(1874), itself based on Gray's ‘far fromethmadding crowd’s ignoble strife’ (Elegy,
1751).

far-reaching effects

; esp., (somethind)as... A great financier’s death hdar-reaching effects.’ Late C. 49
20.

far-reaching policy, a

. A policy of many immediate ramificatiorend much influencepon future events: C.
20.

*fast and furious

; esp.the fun was fast and furious Applied also to games. Late C. 19-20.

fasten the blame on, to

. To fix or attach the blame on or to: mid C. 19-20.
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fatal deed,(generally)the

. A deed that, intentionally or unwittingly committed, causes death: mid C. 19-20.

fatal scene (always)the

. The scene of death: late C. 19-20. Originally journalistic.

*fate worse than death, a

; esp.,to suffer... (Of a woman) to be raped: mid C. 19-20; since ca. 1918, usually
jocular.

*Father Time

. Time personified: C. 19-20. Shakespeare, ‘The plain bald pate of Father Time
himself’ (A Comedy of Errord}, ii, 71).—Cf. Time with his sickle.

fatted calf

. Seekill the...
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faute de mieux

. For lack of something better: mid C. 19-2Baute de miewhe went to an art-gallery.’

‘fearfully and wonderfully made.’

Applied properly to the human body; hence, allusively, to intricate things: C. 19-20.
Psalms,cxxxix. 14, ‘I am fearflly and wonderfully made’.

feather in one’s cap, a

; esp.,it (orthis orthat) is a ..., it is something to be proud of; a notable achievement; a
mark of distinction or honour: mid C. 18-20.

feather one’s nest, to

. To enrich oneself slyly, secretly, or wiphescient deliberation and at every opportunity:
C. 18-20.

feel a different person to

. To feel oneself to be a different person;,ite.feel much better, to be ‘one’s own man
again'—almost ‘on top of the world’. Late C. 19-20.
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feel in one’s bones that..., to

; to feel it in one’s bonesWithout proof or definite information, to be convinced that...;
to have a deep-seated premonition or intuition; to know it intuitively: C. 20.

feel like a giant refreshed, to

. Sedike a...

feel one’s age, to (?)

. To be conscious of one’s advancing age and to betray the diminution of one’s powers:
late C. 19-20.

feet of clay

. The weak and human, the immoral, evil, or wicked pa# gfeat, admired, or beloved
person’s character: C. 19-20. allusion to the composith of many ancient idols (cf.
Daniel,ii. 33, 34, 42, and 45).

feline amenities

. Catty remarks and actions made or performed by women: from ca. 1910.
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‘fellow of infinite jest, a’ (?)

. Seealas...

female of the species, the

. Woman; women generically: from ca. 1912. ‘The female of the species is more deadly
than the male’, Rudyard Kipling, Oct. 20, 1911. (Benham.)

festive board, the

. A laden table at, or as if at, a feast: Mid19-20. Praed, ca. 1839, ‘Around the festive
board’ (O.E.D.).

festive occasion, a

. A feast, a dinner, a party: late C. 19-20. Oftenthis festive occasion-a favourite
with public speakers. Perhaps alke festive seasonChristmastide: from ca. 1870.

*few and far between

. Very few; few and at llog intervals (in space Gime): C. 20. ‘His visits have become
few and far between.’
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‘fiat justitia, ruat ceelum.’

Let justice be done, even though the heavens fall: C. 17-20. A Romamprsestbial
saying; cf. Augustine’siat jus et pereat mundudet right be done, and let the wdrl
perish’ (Benham).

fiddle while Rome burns, to

. To amuse oneself, to be engaged in trig@lvities, while a war, a crisis, a disaster, o
something otherwise important is in progress: C. 19-20. G.Daniel, 1649, ‘Let Nero fiddle
out Rome’s obsequies’.

‘fierce light which beats upon a throne, that.’

Late C. 19-20; in reference to Royalty’s lack of privacy. From Tennysligiis of the
King, ‘Dedication’, 1861.

fight tooth and nail, to

. l.e., with tooth and nail; hence, with the utmost ferocity or vigour: mid C. 19-20, though
recorded so early as for C. 16.

filled to capacity

. Seetaxed...
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filthy lucre

. Literally ‘sordid gain, base profit’, it came to mean ‘dirty money’, then ‘any money, but
esp. cash’: only in this last sense is it @mh# (mid. C. 19-20). ‘Not greedy of filthy
ucre' (@PAAOYVOOY, | iy i 3 M) aloy00xE0081s, iy yerse 8) ad

3 - F +
‘for filthy lucre’'s sake’ \EHJIQOU ”E'?aau* 1agw, Titus. i, II) constitute the
Biblical origin. The Vulgte equivalent for th&itus phrase idurpis lucri gratia, where
turpe lucrunx'disgraceful pofit'. (See my A New Testament Word-BobKn slang,
filthy lucre’ is the filthy (Blackmore, 1877), mostly an upper-class (esp. Regular Army
officers’) term.

fin de siecle

, houn and adjective; applied esp. to a tiredditgre or a sophisticad society: from ca.
1890. From the title of a comedy (1888) by F.de Jouvenot and H.Micard. (Benham.)

final and unalterable

. Ineluctable; decisively final: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent. ‘His decision is final
and unalterable.’

find it in one’s heart to do something, to

; esp.,to be unable to find it..., to find oneself mentally or morally unable to do
something one has intended to do: mid C. 19-20.
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find (or get) one’s bearings, to(figurative)

. To learn, discover or determine one’s position in relation to what one has to do or to
experience: C. 20. Nautical.

fine feather, to be in

. To be in good health and/or spirits: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.

fingers itch (or are itching) to (do something),
one’s

. One is eager or impatient to do something: C. 19-20.

finishing touch, the

. That final touch (as of a painter’s brusihich ensures perféon or a satisfactory
completeness: mid C. 19-20.

firm footing, a (figurative) (?)

. An established plagar position: C. 20.
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first and foremost

. Most notable, remarkable, or outstargli best; principal: mid C. 19-20, though
recorded for 1483 (Caxton: OIE). As an adverb, it=befornything else happens, takes
place, is done: late C. 19-20.

first and last

. All the time; in all; what with one thing and another: C. 19-20.

‘first fine careless rapture, the.’

Mid C. 19-20. From Browning’Home thoughts from Abroad,845, concerning a
thrush’s song.

first magnitude, the

. Seeof the...

first robin, the

. As an index of Spring: American: from ca. 1880. (The American robin is the red-
breasted thrush.)—Cf. the Engligte first cuckoo
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*first saw the light of day, he

. He was born: mid C. 19-20. ‘This famous man first saw the light of day on a cross-
Channel steamer.” Aalaboration ofo see the lightapplied to babes and books.

first water, the

. Seeof the first water.

fish in troubled waters, to

. To profit by disturbance, political or financial; to turn the troubles of others to one’s
own advantage: C. 18-20. From angling.

*fish out of water, a

. A person in circumstances to which he masge or to which he fails to adapt himself:
mid C. 19-20.

fit for a king

. Of the best quality: C. 18-20. (‘Wasn’t that a dainty dish to set before a king?’)
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fit to hold a candle to, not

. Not to be compared with, much inferior to: C. 19-20. Byron, ‘Others aver that he to
Handel,|Is hardly fit to hold a candle’.

flash in the pan, a

. ‘An abortive effort or outburst (O.E.D.):ta C. 19-20. But, from ca. 1920, generally
‘an unsustained effort or a momentary succassle, unrepeatable success’. From the C.
17 firelocks (flint-locks).

flashed through (e.g.,my) mind, it

. It occurred to me: late C. 19-20.

flat denial, a

. A blunt or unqualified denial: late C. 18—2wift, 1713, ‘She gave no flat denial'.

flat, stale and improfitable (or unprofitable)

is the usual form—a misquotation-cliché (n@d19-20) formed from ‘How weary, stale,
flat, and unprofitablefgms to me all the uses of this worlHafnlet, |, ii, 133—-4).
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flatter but (or only) to deceive, to

. To flatter, or make fair promises, in order to, or, in the event, to mislead: late C. 19-20.
‘A fine morning often flatters only to deceive.’

*flesh and blood

; esp.in a creature of... andone’s own...Human nature (‘Flesh and blood can't bear it’,
John Byrom, Tt 1763); a human being (mid C. 19-20); a relative (C. 19-20).

flesh-pots of Egypt, the

. Luxurious living, prosperitycomforts and privileges, regtet—or regarded enviously:
C. 18-20. In allusion t&xodusxvi. 3, ‘Would that we had died...in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we did eat bread to the full’: Vukygger, ollas
carnium Flesh-potis a pot in which flesh is boiled.

flight of fancy, a (?)

. A fanciful sally; an imagintve excursion; a poetical ohetorical extravagance: mid C.
19-20. The phrase is not subject to the literary discrimination between fancy and
imagination.
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flood-gates of(affection, grief, etc.),to open(or
loosq the

. To give free vent to affection, tears, etc.: mid C. 19-20.

*flotsam and jetsam

. Ruinous remains; human wreckage; odds and ends: from ca. 1870. ‘On the Embankmen
we saw the flotsam and jetsam of humanity.’ Lit., floating goods andpsinip-from a
wreck.

flourish like a (orthe) green bay-tree, to

. To prosper exceedingly: C. 19-20. Frohme ungodly...flourishing like a green bay-
tree’ (The Psalterxxxvii, 36).

flowers of speech

. Choice phrases; figures of speech andtber stylistic embellishments: from ca. 1880.
In C. 16-18, it waflowers of rhetoric

flowing bowl, the

. ‘Lashings of liquor’, as the slangy haite mid C. 19-20. ‘Seek consolation in the
flowing bow!’ is alluded to iMArtemus Ward His Boolpublished in the 1860's.
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fly in the face of Providence, to

. To ignore timely warnings, excellent advice, clear evidence: C. 19-20.

fly in the ointment, a

. Some small object or trifling circumstance that lessens one’s enjoyment of a thing and
detracts from its attract@ness or agreeableness: C. 20. In allusidactdesiastesx. 1,

‘Dead flies cause the ointment of the penkr to send forth a stinking savouxluscae
morientes perdunt suavitatem unguenti

fly off at a tangent, to

. To leave, abruptly, one course of actieone thought or subject—to pursue another:
from ca. 1870.

foam at the mouth, to (?)

. To be in a violent rage, to be extremely angry: mid C. 19-20.

*foeman worthy of one’s steel, a

. A worthy opponent: mid C. 19-20. Scdihie Lady of the Lakd,810, ‘Foemen worthy
of their steel’ (sworsl), cited by Benham.
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follow in the footsteps of(esp., a great martp

. To accept him as a master or a guided ant upon that acceptance: late C. 19-20.
Earlier,follow the steps ofcf. 1 Peter,ii. 21.

fons et origo

. The fount and origin: literary: C. 18-20. The original is the semi-proveftiel ¢
origo mali('...of the evil’, Benham).

fool (a personjo the top of one’s bent, to

. To dupe or impose upon him to the limit of one’s endurance or forbearance: C. 19-20.
Hamlet, Il ii, 401, ‘They fool me to the top of my benBentbendableness.

*fool’s paradise, a

; esp.,to live in... Bliss based on a blind trust: C. 19-20: George Colman the Elder (t
1794), ‘A fool's paradise is better thanwiseacre’s purgatory’ (Benham); cf. ‘Where
ignorance is bliss, ‘tis folly to be wise’.

for all (oraught, obsolescentl) know

. So far as | know: mid C. 19-20.
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*for auld lang syneand the synonymousr old
time’s sake

. C. 19-20; mid C. 19-20. The oldest version/Aafld Lang SyngBurns, 1789) is
recorded in 1711 (Benham).

*for better or (for) worse

. A misquotation of ‘for better, for worse’ in the marriage seryidee Book of Common
Prayer): mid C. 19-20.

for good and all

. For always; finally: C. 18-20; fairly common in C. 17. ‘She left him for good and all.’

for love or money, not to be able tdqe.g.,get)

. To be unable to (e.g., obtain) at any price or by any means: recorded in 1590 (O.E.D.),
but a cliché only in C. 18-20.

for many a long day

. For a long time: late C. 19-20. An elaboratiorfiasfmany a day
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for the life of me, | cannot(or could not)...

Even to save one’s life; even if | gave my life: mid C. 19-20. ‘I could not resist a smile
for the life of me’, 1843 (O.E.D.).

‘for this relief much thanks.’

C. 19-20. Hamlet,l, i.) In C. 20, often jocularly. In allusion to military relief.

for very shame

; esp.,not to (be able to) dosomethingfor..., to be precluded, by a sense of shame,
from doing it: C. 19—-20. Earliefor shame

for what it is worth

. Seemy opinion.

forbidden fruit

. A forbidden pleasure; something stolen: late C. 19—-20. Fodoidden fruit is sweetest,
a proverb (cfchose défendue est la plus désjn@eorded in 1498 (Benham).
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force to be reckoned with, a

. A formidable person, organization, power: late C. 19-20.

*foregone conclusion, a

. A conclusion (or end) already known; hence, a conclusion or result taken for granted: C.
19-20. From Shakespeare’s ‘But tHsnoted a foregone conclusio®tbello, I, iii).

forlorn hope, a

. An enterprise that is very unlikely smicceed; something done in sheer desperation: mid
C. 19-20.

formulate a plan, to

. This C. 20 cliché, originally Americamas been English since ca. 1925. Often used
loosely for ‘toform a plan’.

fortune of war, the

. A chance, esp. a mischance, to be exmkdtom the nature of the enterprise o
undertaking: mid C. 19-20.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 153

foul one’s own nest, to

. To commit a sin, a fault, that will ruin one’s reputation at one's home, one’s lodging,
one’s place of business: mid C. 19—Ef8om an old proverb about a bird.

four corners of the earth, the

; esp..from the, from the remotest parts: mid C. 19-20. In C. 16-18, generaiwprld.
Perhaps originally in allusion @salmsxciv. 4, andsaiah,xi. 12.

Fourth Estate, the

. The Newspaper Press: C. 19-20; coined ca. 1790, perhaps by Burke. The three estate
proper, of the realm are the&rs, the Bishops, the Commons.

frame an excuse, to

. To devise or invent an excuse: C. 19-20. Bishop Hall, 1608, ‘He is witty in nothing but
framing excuses to sit stillGharacters, Slothful’). O.E.D.

fraught with danger (or peril)

; esp.,the situation is ..., attended with much risk and/or danger; bound to produce
danger: mid C. 19-20. Lit., ‘(heavily) laden...’
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free and easy

. (Of persons) unaffected, unconstrained; rfeanner) natural; (of things) careless o
slipshod: mid C. 19-20, though very common too in C. 18.

*free, gratis and for nothing

. Free; without cost, without payment: C. 20; now mostly jocular. An elaboratifsaef
gratis, itself an elaboration dfee

*fresh fields and pastures new

. A new activity or scene of operations: £9—20. A misquotation of Milton’s ‘fresh
woods, and pastures newycidas,1637).

fret and fume, to

; esp.,fretting and fuming, vexing oneself, worrying, generally with a connotatidn o
angry, querulous, or peevish complainttteg cause of the vexation or distress: mid C.
19-20 or perhaps C. 19-20, the phrase already existing in C. 17. Probably at first an
alliterative intensification of ‘tdret'.

*friend at court, (to have) a

. To have an influential friend where he can be of service: C. 19-20. From the peoverb,
friend in court makes a procefaw-suit] short
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friend in need, a

. A dependable friend: C. 19-20. Frometlproverb, ‘A friend in need|ls a frién
indeed’ (? originallyin deed. Adumbrated in a Latin saying by Ennius.

friend of man, the

. The dog: from ca. 1840; obsolescent.

frightened out of one’s wits

. Panic-stricken: late C. 19-20. ‘[Corris k¢yan] was far too frightened to think. Panic
numbed him. He was in the grip of a terror which would certainly have been quite
incomprehensible to Mr Mulliner, who had often been frightened, but never out of his
wits’: thus allusively by Margaret Kennedihe Midas Touchl938.

from Ato Z

. From beginning to end; throughout; thoroughly: mid C. 19-20, though in current use as
early as C. 17.

from bad to worse

; esp..things went from..., became still worse: C. 18-20. Recorded for 1579 (Spenser).
O.E.D.
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‘from Dan to Bersheeba.’

From one end of the kihgdom—a country—to the other: C. 19-20. Dan was the mos
northerly, Bersheeba the most southecity of the Holy Land. Sedudges,xx. 1; 1
Samueljii. 20; 2 Samueljii. 10; etc.

from head to heels; from top to toe

. From head to foot—of which these tkey-phrases are variants: mid C. 19-20.

*from pillar to post

. (Hunted) from one pice to another: C. 18-20. The phrase is as early as ort6pos
to pillar in C. 15-16.

from start to finish (?)

. From beginning to end: colloquial (originally, sporting): C. 20.

from the bottom of one’s heart

; esp.to thank... To thank very gratefully, in a heartfelt manner: mid C. 19-20.
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from the cradle to the grave

. From birth to death; throughout one’s lifé: 19-20. (Steele, 1709) ‘From the cradle to
the grave, he never had a day’s iliness’.

*from time immemorial

. Synonymous with (and rather literary fdithe out of mind: mid C. 19-20. Earliefor
time immemoriabr simplytime immemorial

from top to toe

. Seefrom head to heels

‘from whose bourn no traveller returns.’

C. 19-20. Shakespeandamlet, Ill, i, in reference to deattBourn here='frontier of a
country’ (O.E.D.).

frozen to the marrow

. Seechilled...



A dictionary of Clichés 158

fulfil a long-felt want, to

. Seelong-felt want.

full and hearty co-operation

; esp.,promise one’s One’s entire help and good-will: C. 20.

fulsome flattery (or flatteries)

. Gross flattery; excessive extravagant flatteries: 1692, Bentley, ‘Puffed up with the
fulsome flatteries’ (O.E.D.); but not a cliché until C. 19.

further the interests of (a person; less often, a
cause)fo

. To promote the interests of: C. 20.
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G

G.0O.M., the

. SeeGrand Old Man.

gain ground, to (?)

. To advance (figuratively), to progress: 18—-20, though common throughout C. 17-18.
From the literal military sense, ‘to conquer ground from the enemy’.

gala occasion, a

. A special occasion, marked by gala: dmcan: late C. 19—-20. (Sullivan.)

gall and wormwood

. A source of much bitterness of spirit; rancour and asperity: C. 19—20.gBbt{bile)
andwormwoodare very bitter. An allusion tbamentationsiii. 5 (‘gall and travail’); iii.
19, ‘Mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall’ (Vulgatesinthii &
fellis); andActs,viii. 23, ‘Thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity’.
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*gay Lothario, a

. A merry male heart-breaker mroman-chaser: C. 19-20. ‘Is this that haughty, gallant,
gay Lothario?’ (Nicholas Row&he Fair Penitent1703, Act v, sc. i).

gay Paree(colloquial)

. Paris(la Ville Lumiere),city of pleasure (and art andtellect and...): from ca. 1870.
Since ca. 1920, regarded rather ‘cheap’.

general exodus, a

. A general movement of people, as of imraigts, refugees, holiday-makers: late G- 19
20.

generous to a fault; god-natured to a fault

. Almost excessively generous or good-natute C. 19-20. |l.e., to the extent of falling
into the fault of excess.

gentle reader(vocative);the gentle reader

. The former, very common in C. 19 (e.g., in the button-holing Thackeray), is
obsolescent; so is the latt always less frequent.
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germane to the matter(or subject)

. Relevant: C. 19-20. Shakespeare (‘The phrase would be more germane to the matte
Hamlet, V, ii, 165) and Scott (in 1816), have ‘... matter’; Mrs. Trollope in 1848 an
J.G.Holland in 1863 have ‘...subjectGermane to the casaelso occurs, but not so
frequently as to amount to a cliché.

get down to bed-rock

; colloquially (originally, slangilyXo get down to brass tackgrhyminghard fact3. To
examine essentials; to be practicaspectively late C. 19-20 and C. 20.

*get more than onebargained for, to

. To receive pejoratively more than one aged for or asked for axpected: late C. 19
20.

get one’s second wind, téfigurative)

. To recover after a difficult period: @0. From athletics dihg-distance running).

get one’s teeth into, to

. To become fairly embarked on (an entesg)j to tackle in earnest: from ca. 1910.
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get up on the wrong side of the bedyr get out
of bed on the wrong side, to

. Torise in a bad humour: late C. 19-20. ‘Oh, he’s got out of bed on the wrong side!’

giant refreshed, a

. Seelike a...

giddy vortex, the

. A constant round of gaiety, pleasure, exoiat: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.

gift from the gods, a

. A notable or extremely welcome gift; hence, something very easily acquired: late C. 19
20.—Cf. Lucan’'so munera nondum intellecta Deun® gifts of the gods, not yet
understood’ (Benham).

gift of tongues, the

. The being a good linguist; a (esp. spoken) knowledge of many languages: mid. C. 19
20.—Cf.the tonguesforeign languages’, a literarism.
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gild refinéd gold, to; gilding the lily (properly:
painting)

, indulging in excessive embellishment: C. 19-20; late C. 19-20. ShakesKeaye,
John, IV, ii, ‘To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,|To throw a perfume on the violet...|Is
Wasteful and ridiulous excess'.

gild the pill, to

. To soften the harsh, or tone down the unpleasant: mid C. 19-20. (Fairly common ca.
1670-1850.) To encase a bitter pill in a coating of, e.g., sugar.

gilded youth

. Youths of fashion; esp. aristocratim¢arich) young men-about-town: from ca. 1840;
obsolescent, as are the youths. On Fréam@bunesse dorée

gilding the lily

. Seegild refined gold.

*gird (up) one’s loins, to

, the longer form being now the commoner. ddjust one’s figurative belt for freer and
vigorous action: C. 19-20. First in Coverdédéd up). In allusion to IKings, xviii. 46—2
Kings,iv. 29 (‘Gird up thy loins’: cfJob, xxxviii. 3 and xI. 7;Jeremiahj. 17)—1Peter,
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4 L)
i. 13, ‘Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind1: dvalw- OauEVOL Td3

, Fa [ m
d-::r-:puag e diavoiog VWY, herefore bracing up the loins of your mind"
succinti lumbos mentis vesiréd et your minds be intent upon, ready, and prepared fo
your spiritual work’ (Cruden).

give a bad mark to, to

. To condemn, think less of a person, in a certain matter: late C. 19-20. From a school
system of marking.

*give a dog a bad name, to

. To give a man a bad name and thus damage, for years, his reputation: C. 19-20. Fror
the proverbiato give...and hang him

give a wide berth to, to

. To avoid sedulously; to keep well aw&éym (a person, a practice): from ca.1870.
Nautical.

give and take

, h. and v. (To make) mutual concessions: mid C. 19-20. By 1816 (see O.E.D.) it was
already ‘a familiar phrase’.
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give carte blanche to, to

. Seecarte blanche

give chapter and verse, to

. To give the exact authoyit(for a statement), the prsei reference: from ca. 1860.
(Recorded for 1711: O.E.D.) Originally of a passage of Scripture.

give oneself airs, to

. To put on ‘side’; to assume an air of superiority: mid C. 19-20, though current since
early C. 18.

give pause to, to

. 'To check the progress or ceerof’ (O.E.D.); to abate theessurance or confidence of (a
person): mid C. 19-20. Originally, in allusion to Shakespeare’s ‘In that sleep of death,
what dreams may come,|... Must give us pause—cause us to hesitate.

give short shrift to, to

. To despatch, make short work of: from ca. 1880. From the Confessional.



A dictionary of Clichés 166

*give (a personjhe cold shoulder, to

. To treat (a person) with studied and ostentatious coldness or indifference: mid C. 19-20.
Culinary.

give the Devil his due, to

. To admit an enemy’s merits: C. 19-20. A sense-adaptation of the proverbial saying.

give the lie to, to

. To refute (a person) vigorously; to prove flalsity of (allegations, appearances): G- 19
20. Originally, to contradict flatly.

*glorious uncertainty (e.g.,of cricket), the

. As applied to cricket: C. 20. As applied to the law, since ca. 1i67€he glorious
uncertainty of the lawvas a C. 18 legal toast (Benham).

glorious victory, a

. A notable and/or famous victory: C9420.—Cf. Southey’s ironic ‘It was a famous
victory’ (The Battle of Blenheini,798).
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go about...

Seebusiness

go at it hammer and tongs, to

. To engage very vigorously in combat, contest, or work: mid C. 19-20. From the smithy.

go by the board, to

. To be lost, abandoned, finally or definitely: from ca. 1870. Lit., ‘to fall overboard’.

go down to the sea in ships, to

. To sail the seas, to be a sailor, mid C. 19-Pioey that go down to the sea in ships, that
do business in great water®qalmscvii. 23).

go from strength to strength, to

. To improve one’s work, increaone’s reputation, at every new attempt: mid C. 19-20.
From ‘They go from strength to strengtPgalmsxxxiv. 7).
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go further and fare worse, to

. Not content with something available or offd, to pass on and experience bad fortune
or inferior treatment: mid C. 19-20. Adumbrated in 1614 (O.E.D.).

go hat in hand, to (?)

. To go obsequiously (to plead, to intercede, etc.): mid C. 19-20. With head uncovered, to
show respect.

go in at one ear and out of the other, to

. (Of a warning, a discourse) to make no iggsion: C. 18-20. ‘The professor’s lecture
went in at...’

go off with one’s tail between one’s legs, to

. (Of persons) to depart, take one’s dismissal, with cowed or dejected mien: late C. 19
20. Like a whipped dog.

go on the war-path, to

. To seek trouble, look for a ®n that one regards as foe, opponent, insulter: late-C. 19
20. From Red Indian warfare.
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*go the whole hog, to(colloquial)

. To make every effort, regardless of cdstte C. 19-20; origally American and
recorded much earlier.

go through fire and water for (a person)to

. To face, to undergo, greatragers and risks: mid C. 19-20.

go through with...

Seecomb.

go to one’s account, to

. To die: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent. In C. 18-early 19, it was regarded as slangy;
later as colloquial.

go to the dogs, to

. (Of an institution) to go to ruin; (of a person) to become thoroughly dissipated and
neglectful of business: from ca. 1840. Thawvas a very common phrase even earlier in
the century appears from Dickens’s ‘He has gone to the demnition bow-whielsblas
Nickleby,ch. Ixiv, 1838).
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go to the other extreme, to

. To pendulum-swing to the opposite side in an opinion or, esp., a course of behaviour:
late C. 19-20.

God and Mammon

. God and personified possessions and ricfregarded as anti-Divine forces and
influences): C. 19-20.—CRMammon of unrighteousnessg.v.

goes without saying, it{or that)

. Seecela va sans direpf which it is a translation.

Golden Age(org. a), the

. An ideal age (originally, the first age of the world) of perfection and happiness; Utopia
realized: C. 18-20. With reminiscence okpages in Horace, Ovid, Virgil. In Kenneth
Grahame’s storyThe Golden Agel 895, it is childhood.

*golden mean, the

. The ideal average; ideal moderation; avo@aof excess in eithalirection: C. 18-20.
Horace'saurea mediocritagOdes, Il, x, 5).
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Golden West, the

. California (The Golden Statd,847): Americanfrom ca. 1880.

gone (before) but not forgotten

. Dead but unforgotten: late C. 19-20.

*good, bad, and(or or) indifferent

. Good, bad, and of medium quality: €0. ‘Let's have them all—good, bad, and
indifferent?’

good cheer, to be of

. To be cheerful (and to show one’s cheerdgk): C. 19-20. The locution (a renderiig o
Fr. faire bonne cherg literally ‘to be of good face'was consecrated by its use in
Matthew,ix. 2, and xiv. 27.

good clean fun

. Harmless fun, activities, jokes:ofin ca. 1930.—Cf. the catch-phrageep the party
clean!, cut out dirty stories and innuendoes!
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good for nothing

. Worthless (person): C. 19-20; fairly common also throughout C. 18.

good general education, a

. An education that, unspecialized, @iadly instructive and formative: C. 20.

*good in parts

; or, as a battered similgood in parts—like the eurate’s eggOf mixed character: from
ca. 1910. IrPunch,Nov. 9, 1895, there is a drawingaineek young cuta that, eating a
bad egg, said that ‘parts ibfwere ‘excellent’. (O.E.D.)

*good men and true

; (of a jury)twelve good men and true Current from C. 17, but a cliché only in C-19
20.

good-natured to a fault

. Seegenerous...
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*good Queen Bess

. Queen Elizabeth of England: Protestan@! 19-20. From the good she did for he
country.—Cf.spacious timesand contrasbloody Mary

*good Samaritan, a

. One who helps another in distress: C. 19-20. The phrase occurs nowhere in the Nev
Testament: not even in thewsoe of the phrase, the parablethe priest, the Levite, and
the Samaritan (Luke, x. 30-5).

‘good time was had by all, a.’

All present, all the guests, enjoyed themselves: literary and/orbnigtt-from a month
or two after the appearanée,1937, of Stevie Smith’sook of verses so titled.

good woman'’s love, apr the love of a good
woman

. Regarded as a safeguard and a comfort: from ca. 1870.

*goods and chattels

. (All one’s) personal property: C. 18-20, though common since late C. 16. Originally, it
would seem, a legal phrase.
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Gordian knot

; esp.,to cut a (or the)... To solve, by force or by evasion, a very difficult problem, a
grave difficulty: C. 19-20. (Shakespeamdooseghis knot inHenryV, first scene.) The
allusion is to that intricate knot which, tied by Gordius (a Phrygian king), should ensure
dominion over Asia to thenlooser;Alexander the Greatut through it with his sword.

gorge rises at, one’s

. One feels extremely disgusted or resentful of: C. 19-2HamletV, i, 207, ‘How
abhorred my Imagination,isny gorge rises at it'.

gorgeous East, the

. A mid C. 19-20 cliché; now obsolescent, andaals rather literary—with an allusion to
‘Once did she'—Venice—'hold the gorgeous East in fee’ (Wordsworth, 1802).

grain or chaff; to sepaate the grain from the
chaff

. The genuine or valuable on the one hand, the spurious or worthless on the other: C. 19
20.

grand finale, the

. The glorious end: C. 20. From concert programmes.
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*Grand Old Man (e.g.,of English politics), the

. Applied first to Gladstone; then to W.G.Grac¢hé G.O.M. cf English cricket
Originated by Labouchére, 1881.

grapes of wrath, the

. An American cliché, rather literary, frooa. 1870. In 1939, for instance, John Steikkbec
used it as the title of a powerfabvel. It is in tke first stanza oTheBattle Hymn of the
Republic, which, though written earlier, occurs, in 1866,Liater Lyrics,and in 1899
ushers-infFrom Sunset Ridgéy Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910):

Thine eyes have seéme coming of the Lord,;
He is trampling out theintage where the grape$wrath are stored,;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible, swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

From the Biblical turn of the language, Ispect a Biblical remisicence—and find it in
Revelation,xiv. 19-20: ‘And the angel...gather¢lde vine of the earth, and cast it into

the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the city,
and blood came out of the wipeess, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a
thousand and six hundred furlongs’ (with which eloquence, neither the New Testament
Greek nor the VulgatLatin can justly be compared).—®&evelationxv. 7, ‘And one 6

the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God’,
on which Blount in hisGlossographia, 1656, furnishes the pertinent gloss, ‘Vials o
wrath, mentioned in the Apocalipse, signifie Gods readiness to be fully revenged on
sinners’.

graphic description, a; graphic descriptions

. Vivid description: mid C. 19-20; perhaps originally journalistic, despite Swift's ‘a
description graphic’ (ca. 1745).
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grasp the nettle, to

. ‘To attack a difficulty boldly’ (O.E.D.), like a man of mettle (as in folk-lore): from ca.
1880. Repopularized by Mr Neville Chamberlain, late in 1939.

grateful acknowledgements

. A thankful admission of help or favour: C. 20. Generalith g.a.or to make g.a.

grave concern

. ‘Grave concern was felt.’ ‘It caused geaeoncern.” The meaning is simply ‘much
concern’ or ‘deep anxiety’: late C. 19-20.

*grave international situation, a orthe

. A political and journalistic cliché, datingdm ca. 1910. (In 1938-40, hardly a cliché:
unless life be one.)—Cf. the next.

grave issue, a

. A serious or dangerous situation: from ca. 1920ave Issuesis pilloried by
A.P.Herbert inwhat a Wordl 1935; common too is the tautologicahve issues at stake
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grave miscarriage of justice

. Seemiscarriage...

great fleas...

Seebig fleas...

great majority, the (the dead)

; esp.join the..., to die. A C. 20 euphemism.

*great open spaces, the

; occasionallythe wide open space¥he open spaces of theurdry; esp. of such less
populous countries as Australia, Canada, South Africa: from ca. 1910.

great ovation, aorthe

. Much applause; a warm, publieception or welcome: mid C. 19-20.

(great) strapping wench, a

. A big, strong, stoutly built girl: mid C. 18-20 for the shorter, mid C. 19-20 for the
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longer phrase.

great unwashed, the

. The proletariat: from ca.840. Already a well-known phrase when Theodore Hook used
it in 1833. Its snobbishness has caused it to become obsolescent.

greater love hath no man than this

‘ (that a man lay down his life for his friends’—often misquoted as ‘for his friend’). Mid
C. 19-20.John,xv. 13.

Greek kalends, the

; esp.,to put off to the... A literary cliché of C. 18-20; from a reputed phr4aé
Kalendas ®eecas)of Augustus Ceesar’s. There being no Greek kaletndghe G. k.
means ‘indefinitely’ ands. k=never.

green-eyed monster, the

. Jealousy: C. 19-20. It occurs, with quotation-marks[tie Sporting Magazine,804,
and comes fromdthello, ‘Oh, beware, my lord, of jealousy,|It is the green-eyed monster’;
cf. ‘green-eyed jealousy’ imhe Merchant of Venic€O.E.D.)

grievous error, a

. A flagrant, obvious mistake: late C. 19-20. On the analoggrief/ous sin,a stock
phrase of late C. 14-17.
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*grim death

, in to hang(or hold) on like grim deatlandto look like grim deathRespectively mid C.
19-20 and late C. 19-20. To hang on grimly; to look exceedingly grim.

grin and beatr it, to

. To submit with a grin (and without lameat recrimination) toone’s fate: from ca.
1880. In late C. 18-mid 19, it was grin and abidgsee O.E.D.).

grind the faces of the poor, to

. To oppress, with taxes and/or injustices goor: C. 19-20. A Hebraism: ‘What mean ye
that ye beat my people fmeces, and grind the faces oéthoor? saith the Lord God o
hosts’,Isaiah, iii. 15 (A.V.; Wyclif, 1388, has ‘grpden togidere the faces of pore men’).
(O.E.D)

gross exaggeration

(‘Guilty of gross exaggeration’; ‘It is a g.e.yjross overstatement, ‘It is a g.0.”). A
glaring or flagrant exaggeration: late C. 19-20.

ground floor

. Seein on the...
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grow no younger, to

; esp.to be growing... To have reached the midway of life: late C. 19-20.

‘guide, philosopher and friend’, aor one’s

. Belonging to C. 19-20 and drawn from ‘Thou wert my guide, philosopher, and friend’
in Epistle 4 (published in 1734) of Pop&a Essay on Man

guiding light, a; a guding principle (?)

. A means of determining one’s life or actions: mid C. 19-20; late C. 19-20.

H

hair, as inwithout turning a hair andhe (etc.)
did not turn a hair

. To be unruffled, unexcited, unafraid, unaffectiade C. 19—20. Originally of horses: not
to show sweat by a roughening of the hair (O.E.D.).
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hair like (or of) spun gold

. Female hair that looks like spun gold (silk thread wound with gold): C. 20, esp. among
writers of fiction.

*halcyon days

. Days that are calm and quiet, or peaceful and undisturbed: mid C. 19-20, though
recorded so early as 157Biterally, ‘kingfishers’ days’—the fourteen days of calm

weather commemorated in classical mytholoémwfés‘: ﬁJ[’:‘é*’-}‘l'z'\": alcyonei
dies (O.E.D))

hale and hearty

. Robust: mid C. 19-20. A reduplicationiudle, ‘healthy’.

half the battle

; esp.,it’s... Something contributing largely to atess: from ca. 1860: Marryat, 1849,
‘Youth...is half the battle’ (O.E.D.).

hallmark(s) of truth (or sincerity), the

. A quality that constitutes a distinctiveken of truth or sincerity: late C. 19-20.
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hammer and tongs

. Seego at it...

hand against every man, (with) one’s

. Applied to outcasts and outlaws: mid C. 19-20. ‘In a way they'—six hardened
criminals—'were like wolvestheir hand against every mah’(a not unusual variant),
Hugh Clevely, The Wrong Murdererca. 1938. FromGenesis,xvi. 12, concerning
Ishmael, ‘He will be a wild man; his handlwbe against every man, and every man’s
hand against him’.

*hand and foot, bound(or tied)

. Bound or tied—controlled—utterly by (a superior authority): C. 20. Government
officials are bound hand and foot, by rules and regulations and by tradition.

hand has lost its cunning, one’s

. One has become less skilful, adroit, familith a mastered adr craft: 0.19-20. In
allusion to ‘If | forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunri?sglrs,
cxxxvii. 5: Vulgate,oblivioni detur dextera mga

*hand in glove(with a person)to be

. To be on very intimate terms or in constanohtact with him: from ca. 1870. In C.47
18, hand and glove
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hand on the torch, to

. To hand to the next in office, to the next or younger generation, the tradifion (o
freedom, right living, intellectual possessipasd esp. enlightenment): from the 1880’s.

i
A rendering oflaurdada ﬂﬂgﬂcstﬁﬂﬂu, the reference being to the Greek torch-race, a
glorified relay-race, in which one hded on, not a baton, but a torch.

hand-to-mouth, adjective;to live from hand to
mouth

. Improvident; to live improvidently, thriftlessly: respectively mid C. 19-20 and late C.
18-20. ‘I subsist, as the poor are vulgarly gaidlio, from hand to mouth’, Cowper, in a
letter, Feb. 5, 1790 (O.E.D.).

handle with kid gloves, to

. To handle or treat (too) delicately or gently or genteelly; to treat or handle gingerly: late
C. 19-20. Instead of spitting on one’s hands and getting to work.

hands across the sea

. Friendship with people, or nations, abroad: C. 20. From a poem eiidleds across
the Seaby Byron Webber (fl. 1886—-94). (Benham.)
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hang by a thread, to

. To depend on something very easily destroyed or upset; (of a life) that may continue,
may be extinguished; (of negotiations) to be extremely delicate: C. 19-20. With
reference, originally, to theword of Damocles—Cf. alsohanging in the balance

hang on...

Seegrim death.

hang on by one’s eyelids, to

. To retain a military, occupational, or sentimental position, post, standing, status, in a
desperate proximity to failurer defeat: colloquial: C. 20.

hanging in the balance

. Quite undecided or in dubious suspense: C. 15-20; but not a cliché until C. 19.

happiest moment of one’s life, the

; esp. this is the happiest moment of my lifgl was never so happy); altat was...d
his (or her) life. Late C. 19-20.
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happy couple, the

, in reference (mid C. 19-2Q@p a bridal or a golden-wedded pair of whom we have
already been told somethind\ bhappy coupleas in ‘Mr and Mrs Xare a happy couple’,
is obviously not a cliché.)

happy despatch

. Hara-kiri (the Japanese ceremonial séedbowelling): from ca. 1880; obsolescent.

happy ending, a

. In reference to a story, whether told or @dyor printed: virtue rewarded, lovers united,
penury no longer existent. C. 19-20.

happy event, aorthe

. The birth of a child; esp. #first in a family: mostly lower-middle class: from ca. 1880.

happy ever after

; esp.to live..., ‘for the rest of their lives’ (after getting married): C. 18-20.
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happy hunting-ground, one’s; the Happy
Hunting-Grounds

. One’s favourite place for decting or acquiring (inform@on, objects): from ca.
1895.—(2) The future life or state: C. 20. From the Red Indian conception of heaven.

happy pair, the

. A bridal couple. Journalistic: late C. 19—20.—K&4ippy couple

happy solution, a

. A solution that pleases either the peopleceoned or the mind dhe critic or onlooker:
C. 20.

hard and fast line, a

; esp.to draw a..., to lay down rigidly and as rigidly adhere to a figurative dividing line:
from ca. 1870: originally politicalA hard and fast rule is rapidly qualifying to become
a cliché.

hard facts

. Facts, which are hard eangh without that insistertard in front of them: mid C. 19-20.
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hastily summoned(doctor, fire-brigade)

. C. 20: mostly journalistic.

hat in hand

. Seego hat in hand

hated rival, one’s

; esp. in a love-affair or a courtship: late C. 19-20. Often jocular.

*have a bone to pick with(someone)to

. To have something to decide or settle with, or to be explained by, him: mid C. 19-20.
Canine.

have a finger in every pie, tqgeneric or
habitual);have a finger in the pie(particular)

. To participate—or have a financial interest—in an affair, a business: mid C. 19-20,
though current since mid C. 17.
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have a great mind to(do something)to

. To feel much inclined, or well-disposed, to do it; to have almost made up one’s mind...:
C. 18-20, though current since ca. 1400.

have a shot at something, t¢colloquial)

. To attempt it; to attempt to do it: colloquial: from ca. 1910.

have a wholesome respect for, to

. To respect profoundly and with somethio§ fear; to respect deeply, in a manne
salutary to the respecter: late C. 19-20.

have and to hold, to

. To possess and to retain; to possess continuously: C. 19-20. (In respect of a mat
‘possessing’ a wife, there iscannotation of ‘to cherish’.)

have at one’s finger-tips, to

. See ato the finger-tips.
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have no truck with, to

. To have no dealings—to avoid association—with (persons, institutions): late C. 19-20.

have one’s cake and eat it, to

, incorrect forto eat one’s cake and have ff.e., still have it). To have it both ways: C.
19-20. From a proverb.

have one’s heart...

See théneart entries.

have other fish to fry, to

. To have something better to do: mid C. 18-20. Swift used it at the beginning of C. 18
(Benham).

have sold one’s birthright for a mess of
pottage, to

. To barter one’s inheritance or heritage for a trifle: C. 18—20. In allusiGetesisxxv.
29-34.
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have something up one’s sleeve, to

. Seeace...

have the whip-hand(of someone)to

. To control, with an implication of imperiousness, brutality, callousness; to have the
upper hand of; to have at a disadvant&jet9-20, though cuent centuries earlier.

*have too many irons in the fire, to

. To be engaged in too much work; to have too many monetary interests: mid C. 18—20;
current since ca. 1550.dm smithy or armoury.

have too much of a good thing, to

. 'l had had too much of a good thing.'—‘One can have too much of a good thing.’ C. 20.

*have two strings to one’s bow, to

. Not to depend on one person or thing; often applied to a girl with two suitors: a
proverbial saying (1546) that, in C. 19-20, is a cliché.
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head and front of (e.g.,it), the

. The most important part or feature; the essential: from ca. 1820. ‘The head and front o
your offence is that...” In allusion ©thello, 1, iii, 81-82.

head and shoulders above

. Far above; much superior to: mid C. 19-20. ‘Shakespeare is—or, stands—head anc
shoulders above the rest.” From stature.

heap...

Seecoals of fire

*heard a pin drop, one(or you) could have

. The silence was complete or intense: late C. 19-20.

*heart and soul

; esp.,with all one’s..., often shortened twith all one’s heart. With complete sincerity,
utter devotion, or much earnestness: C. 19-20.
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heart bleeds for(someone)pne’s

. One is poignantly sorry or grieved for the misfortunes of someone: late C. 19-20.

heart in one’s mouth, with one’s:;or to have
one’s...,

to feel, in fear or alarm, ¢happarent jumping of the heart: C. 18-20; common since mid
C. 16.

heart in the right place, to have one’s

. To mean well; to sympathize with thght person, side, or cause: from ca. 1870.

*heart of gold, a

; esp.to have a...To be very kind-hearted and considerate of others: mid C. 19-20.

heart of hearts, in one’s

. Secretly; inwardly: C. 19-20. ‘In her heart of hearts, she feared him. Ha®flet, Ill,
i, 78-79.
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heart of stone, to have a

. To be very hard-hearted: mid C. 19—20.—Cf. the Bibkicdlarden ones heart

heart of the matter, the

. The most important or significant pant aspect of the matter: from ca. 1880.

heart-to-heart talk, a (slangily:a heart-to-heaiy

. A very intimate, frank, friendly talk: late C. 19-20.

hearts of oak

. Stout hearts: 1717, Mrs Centlivre, ‘Where are the rough brave Britons to be found|With
hearts of oak, so much of old renowned?’ (cited by Benham).

hearty applause; a harty British cheer

. Vigorous applause; typically British cheering: respectively late C. 19—20 and C. 20.

hearty congratulations

. Heart-felt, or sinere and affably expressedngratulations: from ca. 1880.
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heated argument, a

. An angry, impassioned, or very warmly conducted argument: late C. 19-20. ‘The heate
arguments he had heard in Simon’'s rebnfat Cambridge), Somerset Maugham,
Christmas Holiday1939.

heated retort, a

; esp.,to make a...,to reply angrily or passionately: from ca. 1905.

heathen Chinee, the

. The Chinese: 1870, Bret Hartelain Language from Truthful Jame§he Heathen
Chinee is peculiar’; slightly obsolescent.

*heave a sigh of relief, to

. To sigh with relief: late C. 19-20.

heaven on earth, a

. No longer apprehended as a quotation (Mileexadise Lost|V, 208): C. 19-20.
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heavy responsibilities

; esp.to assume...fo undertake grave or important obligations: C. 20.

height of absurdity, the

. The acme of absurditgxtreme absurdity: C. 20.

*hell for leather (adverb)

. At great speed; in urgent or desperate haste: late C. 19-20. Kipling, 1892, ‘When we
rode Hell-for-leather|Both squadrons together’ (O.E.D.). The origin of the phrase is
obscure.

Hell has no fury like a woman scorned

is an adaptation of Congreve’s ‘Heaven has no rage like love to hatred turn’d| Nor hell a
fury like a woman scornedThe Mourning Bride1697, at Ill, viii): C. 19-20. Congreve

may have drawn the idea from personal egmee, but probablyt came either from
Fletcher's ‘The wages of scorn'd love is baneful hatdlg Knight of Maltaca. 1625, at

[, i) or from Cibber’'s ‘We shall find no fiend in hell can match the fury of a disappmbinte
woman’ Loves Last Shift1696, at IV, i).

*Hell is paved with good intentions

. A proverb of C. 17-18; a cliché of C. 19-20. Perhaps the effective origirr is D
Johnson'’s ‘Sir, Hell is paved with good intentions’ (1775). It occurs in many languages:
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see, esp., Benham, 832b-833a.

*help a lame dog over a stile, to

. To help a needy or unfortunate persoid C. 18-20. From the proverbial sayimelp
the...

*helping hand, a

. Assistance, help: from C. 15; a cliché in C 18-20.

‘here is God’s plenty.’

Here is abundance: mid C. 19-20.

here, there, and everywhere

. Everywhere; ‘in every placendicated or not idicated’ (O.E.D.): fom ca. 1870. An
elaboration ohere and everywhere

here to-day and gone to-morrow

is applied, predicatively, to a person constantly on the move: late C. 19-20irdCff
passage
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**hewers of wood and drawers of water.’

Humble labourers; drudges: mid C. 19-20. Much used by Mr Neville Chamberlain.
Deuteronomyxxix. Il and espJoshua,ix. 21, ‘Let them live; but let them be hewefs o
wood and drawers [=carriers] of waterto all the congregation’: Vulgat8ed sic vivant,

ut in usus universee multitudinis ligna ccedant, aquasque compo@atiifs vivent done;

mais ils seront employés a fendre le bois et a puiser I'eau pour toute la
communauté’ (Verdunoy).

*hide one’s light under a bushel, to

. To conceal one’s merit, one’s abilities; beodest and retiring: mid C. 19-20. In
allusion toMatthew,v. 15, ‘Neither do men light a cdle, and put it under a bushel, but
on a candlestick’.

high and dry (figurative)

. Stranded, abandoned; out of the courserofjyress or the currenf events: from ca,
1860. From a vessel beached out of the water.

high days and holidays

. Solemn days and holidays; holidays, whether joyous (Christmas) or solemn (Good
Friday): mid C. 19-20.
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high hopes

. Optimism; well-based expectation or hopes: late C. 19-20.

high in the heavens

; esp.the sun was...The day was well advanced: late C. 19-20.

high moral tone, a

. A very moral tone: C. 20. In Somerset Maugha@fsistmas Holiday,1939, a ‘special
correspondent’, referring to his own newspapays, ‘You know what our newspaper is,
bloody patriotic as long as it helps our dil&tion, all the dirt we can get, and a high
moral tone’.

highly confidential information

. Extremely confidentiainformation; secret inflonation: from ca. 1915.

*highly improbable

. Extremely unlikely: late C. 19—20.—Qieight of absurdity.
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highly respected; a highlyrespected member of
the community

. (A) much respected (citizen or resident): journalists’ and public speakers’: C. 20.

historic occasion

; esp.,that h. 0. andon this h. o0.(On) that importanibccasion, (at the time of this)
important event: late C. 19-20.

hit below the belt, to(figurative)

. To take an unfair advantage: agjlial: late C. 19—20. From boxing.

hit or miss

, N. and adj. Haphazard; (a) trusting to luck: C. 20. ‘Hings; luck is all’, DykesMoral
Reflections, 1708 (Benham).

*hit the nail on the head, to

. To hit the mark; to guess state correctly or accurately: cent from C. 16; cliché in C.
19-20.
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hitch one’s wag(g)on to a star, to

. To have, and act on, a lofty ideal; to be nobly or ethically ambitious: late C. 19-20;
more American than EnglislEmerson, ‘Hitch your wagon to a star’, in ‘Civilization’,
Society and Solitudd,870.Sic itur ad astra

hither and yon

. Hither and thither; to and fro; in variodlirections: C. 19-20. ‘The wan charactefs o
Chekov’s stories drifted hither and yonthe breath of circumance like dead leaves
before the wind’ (Somerset Maugha@hristmas Holiday1939).

hive of industry, a

. An extremely busy place (factory,wn, etc.): from ca. 1870. P.Barrfockyad
Economy,1863, ‘A private dockyard is a hive of industry’ (O.E.D.).

Hobson’s choice

. No choice at all; an enforced decision: C. 18-20. Of unascertained origin: see Weekley,
An Etymological Dictionary of Modern English

hoi polloi, the

. The multitude; the populace: C. 19-20. Gr!‘-'»',f:noMoz’, ‘the { many’ (as opposed to
the few, the governing classes).
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hoist on (properly,with) one’s own petard, to be

. To be caught in one’s own trap: C. 19-20orRrShakespeare’s ‘For 'tis the sport, to
have the engineer|Hoist with his own petakdanlet,lil, iv).

hold forth, to

. To orate; to speak pompously: from ca. 1880 as a cliché with this pejorarive
connotation. Originally, tepeak publicly, or to preach.

hold (a person)n suspense, to

. To keep in suspense: C. 20. ‘He deldiely held the poor devil in suspense!’

*hold no brief for, to

. To be far from supporting or being an advocate of: late C. 19-20. ‘Tolstoy held fo brie
for Shakespeare.’ Frotmarristers’ briefs.
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hold one’s head high, to (?)

. To be decently proud in the face of misfortune or disgrace: mid C. 19-20.

hold one’s own, to

; generally,to be holding...,to stand, successfy against either opposition, rivalryr o
competition: current since C. 16; cliché in C. 19-20.

hole(-)and(-)corner (adjective)

. Clandestine, secret; underhand: pejoratikie @ipposite of ‘public’ and ‘open’): mid C.
19-20.

holiday exodus, a

. Departure of people, on holiday, from aafr city: American: C20. (Sullivan.) With
reference to the Biblicdixodus—Cf. general exodus.

hollow tones

. Sepulchral tones; in tones that lack body: from ca. 1880.
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*holy matrimony; the bonds of h.m

. Marriage, matrimony. Although the phrase has been in common use since C. 16, it was
not a cliché before C. 19. Used seriously and correctly, it is obviously not a cliché.

home comforts (?)

. Such comforts as, those carts which, one expects Abme; esp. as viewed from
abroad, in absence, on aetiservice: from ca. 1915.

**home of lost causes, the.’

Oxford: late C. 19-20. Matthew Arnold, in the prefaceBEssays in CriticismJFirst
Series, speaks of Oxford as ‘home of loatises, and forsakdreliefs, and unpopula
names, and impossible loyalties!

home of one’s own, a

. A home one owns: late C. 19-20. ‘He longs to have a home of his own.’

Homeric laughter

. Loud, hearty laughter: from the 1880's.
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honest penny, an

; esp.,to turn an..., to earn an honest living; to make honest money at some specific
piece of work: mid C. 19-20.

honest truth, the

. The complete truth; truth without reservation: late C. 19-20. ‘The honest truth ist | don’
knowwhatto do.’

‘honour rooted in dishonour.’

Seerooted in dishonour.

*hope against hope, to

. ‘He was hoping against hope that no eveuld see the boatMichael AnnesleyThe
Missing Agent,1938: i.e., against (reasonable) exp#oh, against probability: mid C.
19-20.

hope deferred(with an ensuing pause)

. Short for the proverthope deferred maketh the heart siokd C. 19-20.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 205

‘hope springs eternal (in the human breast).’

Late C. 18—-20. Popé&n Essay for MarEpistle | (1733), line 95.

hopeless despair

. Blank despair: despair without a gleam of hope: mid C. 19-20.

horns of a dilemma, the

. Seeon the horns...

horny-handed

. Seeson of the soil

horse of another colour, a

; esp., that's a... A very different matter: fronca. 1860.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘My
purpose is indeed a horse of that colotiwélfth Night,l, iii, 181).

host of friends, a

; very oftento have a...,to have many friends: late C. 19-20.
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hotly contested

. Keenly contested or fought out: C. 20; esp. of contests and games.

hour of need

; esp.jn one’s...,in or at one’s time of danger (great) trouble: C. 19-20.

*house and homeg(Scottishhame)

. Seeeat out of house and homeBut house and homieas an independent existencel an
has been a cliché throughout C. 18-20. ‘tid® as though they’ll lose house and home.’

how the world wags

. How the world goes; what is happening in the world: C. 19-20. ‘Well, tell me how the
world wags; | have been long away.” Onglly a reminiscence of ‘Thus may we see...
how the world wags’'As You Like Itl, vii).

how time flies!

Seemarch of time.
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howling wilderness, a

. An utter wilderness; a dreary, savage wilderness: mid C. 1®&@@eronomyxxxii.

10, ‘He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness’ (Vulgate,
Invenit eum in terra deserta, indo horroris et vatae solitudinisrendered by Verdunoy

as ‘Il I'a trouvé dans une contrée désertesdan lieu informe, dans le rugissement des
steppes’). Théowlingis that of wild beastand/or the wind (O.E.D.).

*hub of the universe, the

. The business centre of the world (London): mid C. 19-20. Oliver Wendell Holmes, in
The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table857—8, was ironically allusive in ‘Boston State-
house is the hub of the Solar System’ (cited by Benham).

hue and cry (figurative)

. A clamour of assault, a shouting of pursuers, an outcry (in alarm or opposition): mid C.
19-20. Originally, a legal phrase.

hum and haw, to

. To make vague sounds expressive of hesitation or beating about the bush: mid C. 18-2(
Echoic.

human—all too human

. With all a human being’s weaknesses: late C. 19-20. | should guess that it is a
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Victorianism.

human interest

. ‘A newspaper story must have human interdstis journalistic cliché arose from—and
dates from—Lord Northcliffe’sdo’s for journalists’.

humanum nihil a me alienum puto

. | am interested in everytig that concerns mankind; exything that is of men and
women and children; human nature:10--20. Terence, o prefaces it witthomo sunil
am a man).

hundred-to-one chance, dnon-literally)

. A very small chance indeed (the odds being 100 &mdins): late C. 19-20. From
horse-racing.

‘I am no orator, as Brutus is.’

C. 19-20. Shakespeatilius Caesarlll, ii, Antony loquitur.
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*I am not my brother’s keeper; ‘am | my
brother’s keeper?’

I am not morally responsible for this person. The former (C. 19-20) derives from the
latter, which occurs iGenesisijv. 9.

| could hardly believe my eyeg—yet it was
true)

. Seebelieve one’s eyes

| hate to mention it—but

(e.g., | think you ought to know). The scandalmonger’s self-exculpation: late C. 19-20.

| have no hesitation in saying

. I say frankly: C, 20. Not unheard in the House of Commons.

*1 mean to say

; often preceded byell! What | really mean is this; | wh to make my meaning clearer:
a conversational formula, common@ 19, and in C. 20 a cliché.
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| shall not die happy unlesgor until)...

: late C. 19-20.

| should be the last to say(it, or that...)

.1 do not think (or say) that: late C. 19-20.

| think I ought to tell you that...

mid C. 19-20.—Cfl hate to mention it, than which it is less objectionable.

| would not touch (it, etc.)with a barge-pole

. I should have nothing to do with it: colloquial: late C. 19—-20.

idle rich, the

. Rich persons that do no work: sociatis{from ca. 1880), become, since ca. 1910,
general and, usually, jocular.—@floated plutocrat.

...If ever there was one

. ‘He’s a brave man if ever there was grte is pre-eminently brave. C. 19-20.
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‘if the mountain won’t come (properly,will not
go) to Mahomet, Mahomet must go to the
mountain.’

C. 18-20. See Bacogssayg(edition of 1612), No. 12, ‘Of Boldness’; Ray®overbs
(late C. 17).

if the truth were known

—something or somebody would be seen to be very different from what it (or he) appears
to be: mid C. 19-20.

*if the worst comes(occasionallycame) to the
worst

, one could or would do something: late C. 19-20.

ignominious retreat, an

; esp.,to beat an..., to depart in an undignified or discreditable manner: C. 20.
Weakened sense imfnominious; retreaused loosely.

ik

. Seeof that ilk .
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*ill-gotten gains

. Money (or other advantage or benefit) obéd illegally, illicitly, or disgracefully: C.
19-20. Macaulay used it; cf. Shakespeare’s s$bilou never hear| That things ill got had
ever bad success [result]Rifg Henry VI,Part 3, Il, ii).

ills that flesh is heir to, the (thousand)

. A misquotation of Shakespeare’s ‘the thousand natural shocks that fledlamileg, Il,
i): C. 19-20.

illustrious dead, our or the

. The illustrious persons of one’s natio@: 19—-20. The O.E.D. shows that it was a
familiar phrase in 1804llustrious, 3).

*Imagination runs riot

; esp.to let one’s imagination run riot, to let imagination have free play: from ca. 1840
(seerun riot in the O.E.D., atiot).

*Immaculate attire; immaculate evening dress

. Spotless clothes, evening dre¥¢hereas the former (late ©9-20) is obsolescent, the
latter (from ca. 1920) is a pest.
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immeasurably superior

. Strikingly better or superior; better by f&: 20. ‘A.’s plan is immeasurably superior to
B.’s.’

‘immemorial elms’ (?)

. Tennyson,The Princess 1847, Canto VII, 206, ‘The moan of doves in immemorial
elms’: mid C. 19-20.

Impenetrable darkness

. Utter darkness: C. 20.

implicit confidence

; esp.to have(or place) i.e. in (a person), to trust him unquestioningly and unreservedly:
mid C. 19-20.Implicit confidence,used (withplace by Washington Irving, is fas
supersedingmplicit faith (except in its ecclesiastl and theological sense).

important inside information

, €.0., from the War Office: C. 20. Often aeelp attribution (of impaance) to oneself.
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improve each(or the) shining hour, to

. To make good use of, to profit by, an act@ran event, a period or an occasion: G- 19
20; slightly obsolescent. Théae form is an adaptation of the other, which comes from
Watts'sDivine SonggNo. xx), 1720, ‘How doth théttle busy bee|lmrove each shining
hour?’

*In a certain condition; in an interesting
condition

. Pregnant. These two euphemistic clichés ftai@ the mid-Nineteenth Century, though
isolated instances mide found earlier.

In a cleft stick

. In a dilemma or predicamerftom the 1780’s. Cowper, 1782, ‘That sort of alternative
which is commonly called a cleft stick’ (QIE). From the catching of reptiles with a
cleft stick.

*In a nutshell

. Very briefly: mid C. 19-20. (Im very small space; compactly.)

In a Pickwickian sense

. 'In a technical, constructive, or convenienidljosyncratic or esoteric sense; usually in
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reference to language...compromising in its natural [or everyday] sense’ (O.E.D.): from
ca. 1860. The source is ‘He had used the word in its Pickwickian sense...he had merely
considered him a humbug in a Pickwickian point of view' (DickeRse Pickwik
Papers,1836, ch. 1).

in a trice

. In an instant; instantly, without delay: late C. 18-20. Lit., in one pull (e.g., of a bell).

in a word

. In short, briefly: 1591, Shakespeare; but acliché until late C. 19. Margaret Ernst &
James Thurbein a Word,1939 (delightful drawings and entertaining etymologies).

*In all conscience

. A modificatory tag; e.g., ‘little enough, in all conscience’='extremely little, by all that is
reasonable’: C. 18-20.

in apple-pie order

. In thorough order; admirably tidy: mid C. 19-20. Origin obscure.

in at one ear and out of the other

. Seego in at...
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In at the death

. Present at an arrest, a persanig, at the completion of an investigation or of a difficult
and/or important task or enterprisate C. 19-20. From fox-hunting.

in character

, €sp.,not to be in character,(to) be inappropriate, unsuitable, out of harmony: incipient
cliché: has been very common, in this metaphorical sense, since mid C. 19. From the
theatre.

in cold blood

. Seeact...

in durance vile

. Seedurance vile

*Iin flagrante delicto

. (Caught) unmistakably in the crime—'in flagrant delight’, as Mr A.P.Herbert phrased it
in Unholy Matrimony;C. 19-20. The Latin original seems to have Wtsgrante delicto
(‘while the crime is blazing’).
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in full cry

. In hot pursuit; in keen pursuit: late C. 19—20. From fox-hunting.

in good set terms

. Roundly; with frank severity: mid C. 19-28s You Like It]l, vii, 18-19, ‘Rail'd on
Lady Fortune in good terms,|In good set terms’.

in high dudgeon

. In a huff; ill-humouredly; resentfully: &m ca. 1880. ‘He went off in high dudgeon.’
Earliest asn great dudgeonalso, in C. 19in deep dudgean

in hot water (figurative)

. In trouble; in a scrape: mid C. 19-20. In C. 18, it meant ‘in a state of ferment’.

In less than no time

. 'Immediately—if not sooner’; very rapidly axpeditiously; very soon: late C. 19-20.
‘Oh! I'll have it ready for you in less than no time.’
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*In medias res

. Into the midst (of business, affairs); espmto the middle of a story, a narration
(generallyplunge in medias r@sC. 19-20. Horace'Ars Poetica148.

INn more senses than one

. With favourable implication or unpleasanhuendo: mid C. 19-20. ‘He is the fathér o
his people, in more senses than one.’

in my opinion

. A modifying tag overdone by the modest, for, after all, everything we say is,
philosophically and necessarilgn opinion: from C. 15 cliché in C. 19-20.

In No uncertain manner (or terms or voice)

. Clearly, unequivocally, firmly: late C. 19-20.

in on the ground floor (colloquial)

; esp..to let or be let in...,to admit (a person) into a transaction, company, etc., before it
is made known, or thrown open, to the public: C. 20. l.e., to give a metaphorical office on
the ground floor of a new building.
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In round numbers

. Approximately; properly, to the nearest ten (763, in round numbers is 760); often to the
nearest hundred (763 becomes 800): mid&-20. This round-number enumeration is
typical of Biblical computations.

In some mysterious way

. In some unexplainable way; mysteriously: C. 20. ‘In some mysterious way, he contrived
to escape.’

in the affirmative (or negative; the answer is...

Seereply in...

*In the arms of Morpheus

. Asleep: from ca. 1870. Morpheus, god of dreams, is commonly taken to be theé god o
sleep; even Chaucer, ifhe Book of the Ducheskas ‘Morpheus,|Thou knowest him
well, the god of sleep’.

in the event of (an) emergency

. Should a great need, a crisigsar from ca. 1920. Verbose for (an) emergency
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in the extreme

. ‘It was difficult in the extreme’—extremelgifficult. Late C. 18-20. (Shakespeare,
‘Perplex’d in the extremeQthello,V, ii, 347.)

in the heat of the moment

. Impetuously; in the anger or excitement maftat a time of anger or excitement: late C.
19-20.

in the land of the living

. Alive: C. 19-20, but a cliché only in late C. 18—28remiahxi. 19, ‘Let us cut him df
from the land of the living, that his name may be no more remembered’, the phrase being
a Hebraism (O.E.D.).

*In the last resort

. As a last measure or expedient; finally: mid C. 19-20. Originally, a legal phrase,
translated from Frenaén dernier ressort

in the light of recent (or subsequen} events

. To judge by recent @nts: from ca. 1914.
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in the mind’s eye

. Either of the past: in remembrance. (£9-20); or of something never seen: in
imagination, in one’s mental vision (late C. 19-20).

in the nick (or the very nick) of time

. At the critical moment; only just in time: late C. 19-20. An elaboratian tie (very)
nick

in the public eye

. Prominent; (much) publicizedate C. 19-20. ‘Recently, Heas not been very much in
the public eye.’

*In the same boat(colloquial)

. In the same circumstances, position, affair, enterprise: mid C. 19-20.

in the toils

; esp.taken in..., entrapped (figurately): C. 19-20.—CfJulius Caesar]l, i, 206-8.
From wild beasts snared in nets.
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in the twinkling of an eye

. In an instant: C. 19-20, though current since C. 14. In the time it takes an eye to
twinkle.

in the very nick of time

. Seein the nick...

in the whole wide world(or the wide, wide
world)

. Anywhere; anywhere on earth: from ca. 1870.

in the world to-day

. To-day; on earth to-day: late C. 19-20. ‘In the world to-day, there is more chivalry than
is generally supposed.’

in the wrong box

. Not where one is supposed, or has ingehdo be: mid C. 19-20. (In C. 16-184a...)
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in these hard times

, one cannot spend as one would wish: from ca. 1915.

in this year of grace

, this year;in...grace,[e.g.] 1940, in 1940: clichés in late C. 19-20. Franmo gratiee:
cf. anno Domini:both referring taChristian chronology.

incident is (or was) closed, the

; the incident passed without further comment(journalistic). The former is of late C.
19-20; the latter, C. 20.

Incontrovertible fact, an

. A certain fact; a provethct: from ca. 1880lncontrovertible evidences in danger b
becoming a cliché.

indistinguishably mixed

. Hopelessly mixed or mingled: C. 20.
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*ineffable contempt (or scorn)

. ‘She gave him a glance of ineffable contempt’,—a contempt beyond the power of words
to express: late C. 19-20. Vazgmmon among writers of fiction.

Inevitable conclusion is..., the

. One must conclude that...: from ca. 1870. Tyndall, 1860, ‘The conclusion seems
inevitable that...” (O.E.D.).

Inevitable consequences, the

. Ineluctable or unavoidable consequences; certain results: late C. 19-20.

inevitable surrender, an(orone’s)

. Surrender enforced by circumstances: C. 20.

inferiority complex, an (orone’s)

. A pronounced and constant feeling of inferiority: from ca. 1936mplexis here
misused—as is often the way of psychological words and phrases that become popular.
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inferno, a blazing (or raging)

. A conflagration: late C. 120. Originally, journalistic.

Infinite capacity for taking pains, an

, Whether as a definition of genius or as a plodding virtue, is an adaptation or a
misquotation of Carlyle s ‘Genius, which means the transcendent capacity of taking
trouble, first of all' (how often that ‘firsof all’ is forgotten), perhaps in allusion to
Buffon’s ‘Le génie n'est autre chose qu’une grande aptitude a la patience’. (Benham.)

initial (or the initial ) steps have been taken

. A beginning has been made; it has been begun: mostly journalistic: C. 20.

*Inner man, the

. One’s stomach as the receptacle of foodlogaial: from ca. 860. From the original
sense (‘the soul’): ‘To be strengthened...by his Spirit in the inner nigptigsiansiii.

16)—Vulgate, in interiorem hominem-Greek Testament,d‘; oy E0W

&wﬂgm:mv, in ‘that part of man which is spiritual’ (Souter).

ins and outs

; esp.,the ins and outs of the casethe intricacies, the subtle ramifications and
implications: from ca. 1880.



A dictionary of Clichés 226

Instant destruction

. (Almost) immediate death: mid C. 19-20.

insubstantial pageant, anorthe

. A pageant seen by imagination; a seeming pageant: C. 19-20. ‘Like this insubstantial
pageant faded,|Leave not a rack behind’ (ShakespHaeel empesty, i).

Intents

. Seeto all...

lota

. Seenot one iota

Iron Duke, the

. The Duke of Wellington: from ca. 1830; slightly obsolescent. Fonblanque, 1850, ‘The
Duke of Wellington, the ‘lon Duke”, the “hero of &undred fights™ (O.E.D.).
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iron entered his soul, the

(and in other tenses and persons). As givefs now an unconscious quotation of a
passage ifrhe Psalter,cv, 18—a passage based on the Vulgate mistranslation of the
Hebrew (lit., ‘his person enterédto the iron’, rendered in thesalmsas ‘He was laid in
iron”), with the sense, ‘He became much embittered’: mid C. 19-20.

*iron hand in the velvet glove, the

. Mercilessness or despotism of extreme sgvbdeneath suavity and/or courtesy: from
ca. 1880.

iIrons in the fire

. Seehave too many...

irreducible minimum, an

. An ultimate minimum; or rather, a minimum beyond which one is not prepared to go:
from ca. 1920.

irreparable loss; an irreparable loss

. ‘A sense of irreparable loss.'—'They felt it to be an irreparable loss.” C. 19-20 (in C.
20, esp.a sense of irreparable logghough fairly common in early C. 17.
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Islands (or isleg of the blest, the

(better with capitals). The Hesperides, ‘thatbpate Isles’, ‘the Sunset Land'’: literary:
C. 19-20. Gree @i faxdowy 37jooL.

it all came out

. Everything transpired or was digdd or discovered: late C. 19-20.

it gives furiously to think

. A translation of the Frenctela donne furieusement a pensérom ca. 1870; slightly
obsolescent.

it goes without saying

. Seegoes without saying

it hurts me more than it does you

. Late C. 19-20; esp. from punitive parent to erring child. If it were alwaysSadism
would be unknown to the dictionaries.
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‘it is a far, far better thing that | do

(not, as so often quotedow) than | have ever done(notdone beforg. Late C. 19-20.
Sydney Carton in Dickens’A Tale of Two Cities]859, Book lll, ch. 15; cfothing in
his life...

“tis better to have loved and losthan never to
have loved at all.’

Almost immediately on the publication sf Memoriamin 1850: Canto 27.

It is notorious that...

It is well known that..., generally of something unpleasant or, to the auditor, unexpected:
from ca. 1870.

it may interest (generallyyou) to know that...

Late C. 19-20. An introductory formula.

*it may well be that...

It is possible—it is not unlikely—that...: C. 20. Always a polite and, since ca. 1920,
mainly a literary formula.
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it might be (or have beenworse

, often. prefaced byvell! and often followed by supposethere being a suppressdulit
not much!’: mid C. 19-20.

It stands to reason that...

It is quite reasonable to suppose that; ihasural or evident oeven apparently certain
that...: current (and very common) since ca0@,6out perhaps not a cliché before C. 19.

it (generallybut it) was not to be

. Fate determined otherwise; it did not fall out thus: from ca. 1870.

*1t would ill become me to...

It is not for me (to say or do something): introductory formula: mid C. 19-20.

it's an old (adjective)custom

; esp.—and earliestits an old Spanish custom In The Times Literary Supplement,
Jan. 27, 1940, is a review tifs an Old Scottish Custortfolklore). In explanation or,
often, in palliation; C. 20. Originally American.
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itching palm, an

; esp.,to have...,to be grasping, mercenary: C. 20— Shakespeare, ‘You yourself|Are
much condemned to have'—blamed for having—'‘an itching palhaliys Caesar]V,

ii).

je ne sais quoi, a

. Something one is too lazy to defineaeity: from ca. 1890slightly obsolescent.
Originally a term in literary criticism for that which defies analysis.

Job’s comforter, a; Job’s comforters

. One who, pretending to comfort, aggravates the distress of somebody: mid C. 18-20.
Swift, 1738, has the latter formob, xvi. 2. (O.E.D.)

John Bull; John Bull’s other island

. The typical Englishman; Irahd. The former arose in 1Z1the latter, much later.
Clichés in late C. 18-20, late C. 19-20.
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join issue, to

. ‘'To take up the opposite side of a case, or a contrary eieavquestion’ (O.E.D.): from
ca. 1770. Origin-ally (and still) a legal phrase. Often misapprehended to mean ‘to come
to an agreement’.

jot or tittle, a
; esp.,not a jot... Not even a tiny bit; nothing; not atl: C. 19—20. With a reminiscence

of Matthew,v. 18, ‘One jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the lz iora &y ﬂ

o #Egﬂ{ﬂ’ ‘one iota or one little hook’, with reference yod, the smallest letter in
the Aramaic alphabet.—Chiot one iota.

joy and a delight, a

. (Something that brings) lasting joycaimmediate pleasure: late C. 19-20.

‘joy cometh in the morning.’

Mid C. 19-20.Psalms,xxx, 5, ‘But joy...", which becomes ‘But joy shall come with
early light' in Blessed Are They That Moura,poem by Wm. Cullen Bryant (1 1878):
cited by Benham.

*jlump from the frying-pan into the fire, to

. C. 18-20. On a proverbial saying that occurs in various forms and many languages,
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including Latin(de fumo in flammam}ee esp. Benham, 871b-872a.

*Jupiter Pluvius

. Rain (properly, the dispenser of rain), as in ‘Jupiter Pluvius permitting’. Dating from ca.
1860, this cliché, which is also a genteelism, is slightly obsolescent. The phrase occurs ir
Tibullus, 1, vii, 26 (Benham).

justly famous (?)

. Deservedly famous: late C. 19-20. ‘Stonehenge is justly famous for its ruins.’

K

keep a civil tongue in one’s headoriginally
mouth), to

. To be civilly spoken, to speak politely: colloquial: late C. 19-20.

keep a stiff upper lip, to

. To be firm against advetg. American, sinceca. 1850; Englistsince ca. 1880. To
prevent one’s lips from trembling.
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keep (a personat arm’s length, to

. To keep him at a respectful distance ptevent him from becoming familiar: mid C.
19-20. Originallyat arms end

*keep body and soul together, to

. To live at semistarvation level: C. 19-20. Recorded for 1753 (O.E.D.).

keep in watertight compartments, to

. To keep things (e.g., beliefs, social anaiSty activities) sepata and, thus, free from
contamination: C. 20. From the watertight compartmenting of ships, to keep them from
sinking in a collision.

keep one’s end up, to

. To maintain equality with others in competition, conversation, business: colloquial: C.
20.

keep one’s head above water, to

. To remain financially above ruin-level by virtue of persevering struggle: C. 19-20.
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keep one’s mouth shut, to

. To be silent: mid C. 19-20.—Cf. the Scottish provédep your gatimouth)steekée
(shut)when ye kennénow not)your company
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keep (one’s own or someone elseig)se to the
grindstone, to

. To be—or force another to be—continually engaged in hard and monotonous work:
from ca. 1830. From the earlier sense (G=18), ‘to grind down; to oppress’. (O.E.D.)

keep one’s weather-eye open, to

. To be on the alert: from ca. 1880. Originally nautical, ‘to watch for stormy weather'.

keep the ball rolling, to

. To continue to do something, esp. to maintain social talk: colloquial: from ca. 1890.
From football.

*keep the pot boiling (or the wolf from the
door), to

. To do something that brings in money and keeps one alive: mid C. 19-20. Adumbrated
by ‘Peter Pindar’, ca. 1790 (Benham).

keep to oneself, to (?)

. To be of reserved demeanour: C. 20. Perhieges oneself to oneself
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keep watch and ward, to

. To keep watch and guard; or rather, metehact as (metaphaal) guard: C. 19-20.
Originally, to perform—as a feudal obligation—the duty of sentinel and/or guard (see
O.E.D).).

key of the mystery, the

. Theopen Sesamthat unlocks the doors of mystery: late C. 19-20.

kick against the pricks, to

. To resist hard facts; to resist irresistible authority: late C. 18-20. Applied to C. 14-17 to
oxen that kick against the goad. We owe fiigurative sense to the influenceAdts, ix.
5; cf. Terence’s$nscitia est|Adversum stimulum calceserestimulusis a spur.

kill or cure

; esp.,it's (a case of) kill or cure.Drastic action or treatmentahwill ruin or set all
right: mid C. 19-20. From medicisehat will cure—or prove fatal.

*Kkill the fatted calf, to

. To prepare a warm home-coming for a pgadi(hence for a relative, esp. a san o
daughter) long absent: C. 19-20. In allusiohu&e,xv (parable othe prodigal son).
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kill the goose that lays the golden eggs, to

. Wantonly or thoughtlessly to put an endat@rofitable source of income; a proverbial
saying (C. 15 onwards) that has, in mid C. 19-20, been worked to death.

*Kkill two birds with one stone, to

. To contrive to effect two desired purpostss proverbial sayingrecorded in 1611 and
coming from Latin) may fairly be classified as a cliché of C. 19-20.

kindred spirit, a

. A person like another in character and temperament: late C. 19-20.

King Charles’s head

. An obsession from which one cannot escapedéa fixe:a cliché only from ca. 1910.
With reference to Mr Dick obsession in DickensBavid Copper-fieldch. xiv.

‘*king is dead, long live the king,—the.’

One powerful man, one acknowledged authority, is dead: welcome to his successor! C.
20; rather literary. Frorthe literal sense—which is a translatiorlefoi est mort: vive le
roi.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 239

king’s (or King’'s) English, the

. English;to speak the k.as ‘to speak English with faiaccuracy, tolerably well, both in
pronunciation and in idiom’: C. 17-20. (Recorded in 1560; adumbrated by Chaucer, ca.
1380.) Very generally used—though then usually with a skraktven in the reignsfo
gueens: see, esp., AppersoBiglish Proverbs and Proverbial Sayind931, at p. 342.

kith and kin

. Kinsfolk, family connexions: mid C. 19-20. From the sense ‘one’s friends an
relatives’ (in C. 14-15, ‘country and kinsfolk’: see O.E.D.).

knit one’s brows, to

. To draw them close together: late C. 19-20.

knock the bottom out of, to(colloquial)

. To render incffective or invalid: from ca. 1880. E.g., ‘to knock the bottom out of a
theory'.

knotty point, a

. Some difficulty or problem very hard to solve or unravel: C. 19-20. Pope, 1702, ‘The
knotty point was urg’d on either side’ (O.E.D.).
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know chalk from cheese

, esp. in the negative, which= ‘to be very ignorant, to have very little worldly
knowledge’: mid C. 19-20. (Originally proverbial.)

know (something¥or a fact, to

. To know to be true: C. 20. Often the over-emphasis of a person in doubt.

know (a personjrom Adam, not to (colloquial)

. Applied to a complete stranger or a person wholly unknown to one: mid C. 19-20.
There is very little opportunity of getting to know Adam.

know full well, to

. To know; to be well aware: C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.
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*know on which side one’s bread is buttered,
fo

. To know what is to one’s advantage, oramone’s monetary interest lies: a proverbial
saying; in C. 19-20 a cliché.

know the ropes, to(colloquial)

. To be well informed; esp., to be worldly-wideom ca. 1890. Either nautical or circus
slang in origin.

know where one stands, to (?)

. To know one’s social or monetary position: from ca. 1870.

know where the shoe pinches, to

. To know monetary difficulties, or whetke lack of money hampers one the most: from
C. 14; but a cliché only in C. 18-20.

know whether one is standig on one’s head or
one’s heels, not to

. 'To be in a state of utter bewilderment’ (O.E.D.): from ca. 1820.
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labour of love, a

. Work undertaken from affection for, or fromdesire to please, another: mid C. 19-20.
No longer apprehended as a reminiscenceTdfelssaloniand, 3 andHebrewsyvi. 10.

‘labourer is worthy of his hire, the.’

A workman is entitled to the money that his work brings him: C. 1952, x. 7.

lady of the house, the

. The mistress of a household: late C. 19-4&0 elaboration of the earliest sensdaufy
(C. 9-mid 18).

land of milk and honey, a

; and its original;a land flowing with m. and h.” A land rich in natural food: C. 19-20.
‘Palestine is often referred to in the BRibhs a land flowing with milk and honey’ (D
C.H.lIrwin’s Cruden’s Concordangee.g.,Exodusijii. 8.
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land of the living, the

. Seein the land...

lap of luxury, the

; esp.to live in the..., becradled in the... Seecradled.

lapse from virtue, a(or one’s)

. A moral fall, slip, act of weakness: mid C. 19—20.—Cf. the theolotapake of Adam

*Lares and Penates

. Household goods; hence, hearth and home, or, esp., home and household goods: late
18-20. In Latin, botH ares and Penatesare household gods, metaphorically home o
hearth.

*|last but not least

. C. 19-20. An adaptation (perhaps originally a misquotation) of Spenser’s ‘though last,
not least’ Colin Clout,1595).
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last extremity, the

. The final state of illness, grief, di&ation, etc.; the last stage; henda, the las
extremitymeans alsan the last resort: late C. 19-20.

last gasp, at one’gor the)

. Seeat one’s last gasp

last legs

; esp..to be on one’s... very frail, near death; henoaf, things, extremely dilapidated o
worn: C. 20.

last straw, the

. From the proverb, ‘It's the last straw thataks the camel’'s back’. The cliché is of C.
19-20.

late in the day

; esp.,it's rather late in the day to..., it is too late to do something if you wish to
succeed or profit: C. 20.
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late in the field (?)

. ‘He was rather late in the field: many applicants had been interviewed days before he
appeared.’ Late C. 19-20.

latest intelligence, the

. The latest information or news: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent, owing to the
obsolescent (but not moribundat of that excellent woridtelligence

laudator temporis acti

. One who is constantly pramg ‘the good old days: C. 19-20. Horace, ‘Difficilis,
querulus, laudator temporis acti,|Se pueb® @Arte Poeticol73).

laugh in (now oftenup) one’s sleeve, to

. To laugh to oneself; to be inwardly amused: late C. 18-20.

laugh on the wrong side of one’s mouth, to

. From glad to become sad—from confident, vexed or abashed—from exultant,
depressed: late C. 19-20. In C. 18-mid 19, one laughed athieside.
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laugh out of court, to

. To render (a person, a projedticulous by derisive laughter: from ca. 1880; originally,
legal.

laugh to scorn, to

. To deride; so to laugh at a person as to induce scorn in others: C. 19-20. Reaorded fo
C. 15 and common in Bible: e.@2salms xxii. 7; Matthew,ix. 24.

law-abiding citizen, a

; law-abiding citizens, persons submitting to (and upholding) the law: late C. 19-20.

law and order

; esp..to be on the side of law and orderto range oneself witthose who enforce and
maintain the laws and by-laws: mid C. 19-20.

law is an ass, the

, is the usual form of’ “If the law supposes that,” said Mr Bumble...“the law is a ass—a
idiot™ (Dickens, Oliver Twist,Part 111, 1839). Mid C. 19-20.
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law of the Medes and Persians, the

. SeeMedes and Persians

law to (obsolescentlywinto) oneself, to be a

. To be self-willedand in some way remarkable; to have one’s own way of doing things:
late C. 19-20.

*lawful occasions

; esp.,to go about one’s,to attend to one’s business or affairs, whether official,
occupational, or social: very common in C. 17-mid 19; uncommon in late C. 19-early 20;
extremely common—a iché—from ca. 1915.

lay down the law, to

. To make arrogant or dogmatic statements, esp. in discussion or argument: colloquial:
from the 1880's.

lay (esp.laying) heretical hands on our
Imperishable constitution

. An American political cliché of late C. 19-20. (Recorded by Stuart Chase.)



A dictionary of Clichés 248

lay it on with a trowel, to

. To flatter (or eulogize) excessively and/or unsubtly, grossly: mid C. 19-20.
Shakespeards You Like Itl, ii, 112, ‘Well said, that was laid on with a trowel'.

‘lay on, Macduff.’

Strike vigorously!; attack vigorously! C. 19-2@acbeth,V, viii, 33.

lay one’s cards on the thle, to; to show one’s
hand

. To say frankly what one intends to do; to disclose one’s resources, confess one’s
weaknesses: C. 20. From card-playing.

lay the flattering unction to one’s soul, to

. To be fatuously pleased with praise: midl8-20. From ‘Lay not that flattering unction
to your soul’ Hamlet,lll, iv).

lead a cat and dog life, to

. (Of relatives, married couples, associates) to be constantly quarrelling: from ca. 1880.
(In C. 16-18to agree like cat and dog—Cf. lead a dog's life
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lead (someonea dance, to

. To hurry a person frorplace to place; hence, to foreeinduce him to do a numbef o
troublesome things: from C. 16; a cliché in C. 18-20.

lead a dog’s life, to

. To cause a person distress and constant trouble; to be caused...: late C. 19-20.

leading light, (to be) a

. To be a conspicuous or prominent persoffjgurative) guiding light: late C. 19-20.
Nautical: a light on a buoy, etc.

‘lean and hungry look, a.’

C. 19-20. ‘Yond’ Cassius has a lean and hungry look;|He thinks too much; such men are
dangerous’ (Shakespeadelius Caesarl, ii).

learn something to one’s advantage, to

. To hear of something advantageous: {@t€19—20. From the legal formula concerning
an inheritance or a legacy.
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leather and prunella

. A misquotation of Pope’s ‘leather or prilag but a cliché (from ca. 1820) in its own
right, with the meaning ‘something to which one is quite indifferent’.

leave a door open, to

. Not to settle a questionable point; not to do something that cannot be undone: political,
esp. since early September, 1938.

leave an aching void, to

. Seeaching void

leave in the lurch, to

. Seeleft...

leave much to be desired, to

. ‘That book leaves much to be desired’vesy unsatisfactory; @plied to a process, a
method, the phrase means that it is imperfect: from ca. 1880; originally, journalistic.
From the Frenchaisser a désire(O.E.D.).
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leave(a personjo option, to

. To give a person no choice, no alternative: from ca. 1910.

*leave no stone unturned, to

. To make every effort; to try all means: C. 18-20. Recognized as a proverbial saying in

C. 16.—Cf. Euripides’sdvra XWTOaE ﬂfl’gﬂ:-', ‘to move every stone’.

leave out in the cold, ta(?); to leave severely
alone

. To neglect a person; (latter phrase only) to avoid utterly: late C. 19-20.

leeway to make up

. Much yet to do, be done: from ca. 188@ewayis ‘the lateral drift of a ship to leeward
of her course’ (O.E.D.).

left-handed compliment, a

. An ambiguous compliment; esp. a complim#rdt is, on consideration, an aspersion:
from ca. 1890.
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left in the lurch, to be

. To have been abandoned (by someone): late C. 18-20, though in fairly comman use fo
some two hundred years before that.

*left to one’s own devices, to be

. To be left alone; pragrly, to follow one’s inclinationsfrom ca. 1880:Wagstaffe, left
to his own devices, wandered about the garden for a while’ (Anthony Webb,
Pendlebury Makes a Catch939).—Cf.The Book of Common Prayéthe devices and
desires of our own hearts’.

leg to stand on, not to have a

. To be entirely wrong, to have no case; (of a theory, a supposition) to have no basis in
fact, nothing to support it: from ca. 1885.

legal light (or luminary), a

. A prominent barrister, solicitor, or judglate C. 19-20; mainly journalistic.

legible hand, a

. Handwriting easily read; clear writing: C. 19-20. Middleton, 1620, A fair, fast, legible
hand’ (O.E.D.).
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lend a (helping) hand to, to

. To render assistance to, to help, a person: C. 19-20; recorded for 1632. An elaboratior
of lend a hand1598). (O.E.D.)

lend an ear, to; ‘lend me your ears’

. To pay attention: C. 19-20. The quotation is fidqutius Caesarlll, ii, 78.

length and breadth ofthe land, through (or
throughout) the

. Over the whole area or extent of a coynin all directions, in every part: C. 19-20.
Cf. Genesisxiii. 17, ‘Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breafdth o
it’.

leonine locks

. Hair like the mane of a lion: C. 20.

let loose the dogs of warto; to unleash or let
slip...,

to declare war (and wage it): mid C. 194Ribse),late C. 19-2@unleash),C. 19-20 let
slip: after Shakespearéulius Ceesarlll, i, 273-6).
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let one’s imagination...

Seeimagination.

let slip through one’s fingers, to

. To miss, slackly 01 inadverttiy, e.g. an opportunity; to allow something to escape: late
C. 19-20.

let the cat out of the bag, to

. (Unthinkingly, carelessly) to disclose secret, divulge secreénformation, importah
news: C. 19-20.

*let the grass grow unde one’s feet, (not) to

. To lose no time; to set promptly to work (and keep at it): anticipated in 1550; recorded
for 1707; a cliché since ca. 1860. (Apperson.)

let the sun go down orone’s wrath, (not) to

. An adaptation of ‘Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upan you

wrath’ (Ephesians,IV. 26): O A0S p) Eudvérw éni TAQOQYLOUG

éﬂm' ‘let not the sun set upon your angry resentment’.
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let us return to our muttons!

Seerevenons...

lethal weapon, a

. A deadly—a death-dealing—weapon: late C. 19-20.

‘letting “I dare not” wait upon “I would

, Wwherewould="wish’: C. 19-20. Lady Macbeth in her urging Macbeth to murder Duncan
(1, vii).

*lick into shape, to

. To make (a person) capable or presentableender (a thing) presentable: current since
C. 17; cliché in C. 19-20.

lick one’s chops, to

. To relish something keenly, to anticipatéhadelight a ‘dainty morsel’: current since
ca. 1650, a cliché since ca. 1850.
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life and soul of the party, (to be) the

. To be so lively as to make a party aaess: late C. 19-20; cf. Serjeant Ballantine,
1882, ‘He was the soul of the table’ (O.E.D.). (Often an objectionable person.)

life-blood of industry, the

. That which vitalizes industry; moneyrcilating freely; fair wages and efficien
management: journalistic: from ca. 1910.

life in the raw

. Rough existence awdyom civilization; life at its crudest: from ca. 1910.

life is (or wasor will be) not worth living
without her (or him)

. Late C. 19-20.

light and leading

; esp.men of...,leaders and thinkers: mid C. 19-20. Used by Burke in 1790.
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light fantastic (toe), the; ‘trip it on the light
fantastic toe’, to

. Dancing; to dance: from ca. 1870. MiltddAllegro, 1632, ‘Come, and trip it as you
g0,|0n the light fantastic toe’.

*light on the subject

; esp.to shed more(or a little) light on (or upon), to explain a subject; to make it clear:
late C. 19-20.

‘light that never was on sea or land, the.’

Mid C. 19-20. ‘The light...land,|The consation, and the poet’s dream’ (Wordsworth,
Elegiac Stanzasl 805).

lighten one’s darkness, to

. To cheer; encourage and comfort (a person); jocularly, to give light to: late C. 19-20.
From ‘Lighten our darkness ifhe Book of Common Prayer

like a giant refreshed

; esp.,to feel..., to feel strong and refreshed: late C. 19-20. Psalm 78, v. 68ajyw
Book.
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like the curate’s egg

. Seegood in parts

‘lilies and languors (of virtue), the.’

From ca. 1870. ‘The lilies and languors of virtue,|The roses and raptdres o
vice’ (Swinburne, ‘Dolores’, ilPoems and Ballad4,865).

limpid glance, a(or her)

. A pure, clear glance: C. 20.

link in the chain of progress, a

. Late C. 19-20. From the theory of Evolution.

‘lion shall lie down with the lamb, (and) the.’

C. 19-20. A version dkaiah,Ixv. 25 (concerning the New Jerusalem).

*lion’s share, the

. The principal (or the largest) share or portion: mid C. 19-20. Burke, 1790. Phaedrus,
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Fables,l, v, 7, ‘Ego primam tollo, nominor quia Leo’.

*lips are (or were) sealed, one’gesp.,my)

. | am bound to keep silence: C. 20; esp., from late 1937, when Lord Baldwin said, more
than once, ‘My lig are sealed'.

*|ittle bird told me, a

. | have heard (but do not wish to name the speaker): C. 19-20. ‘| heard the little bird say
so’, Swift to Stella, May 23, 1711 (Benham).

‘Little Corporal, the.’

Napoleon(le Petit Caporal):C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent, except among historians.
With reference to his size ancktbtrict discipline he exacted.

little dreaming (or thinking) that...

Not at all dreamingr thinking tha...: late C. 19-20. Meiosis.

little Latin and less Greek

is a misquotation-cliché of C. 19-20. Ben Jonson, addressing the dead Shakespeare in tt
Preface to the First Bo, 1623, said, ‘Andthough thou hadstmall Latin and less
Greek'.
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little thin on top, to be a

; less ofterto be thin on top. To be going bald: C. 20. &m the barbers’ stock remark
(since when?) to customerswtom they wish to sell a hairoil or other ‘preparation’.

live from hand to mouth, to

. Seehand to mouth.

live in clover (or like pigs in clover), to

. To live luxuriously: mid C. 19-20. The shorter phrase has been common since ca. 1700.
Clover, as Dr Johnson remarked, beintgexely delicious and fattening to cattle.

live in the past, to

. To draw, for one’s interesind entertainment, far more amemory than on expectation
and realization: late C. 19-20.

livery of shame, the

. Disgrace about one as a garment: C. 19-skghtly obsolescent.—Cf. ‘White (the
livery of innocence)’, Boyle, 1661 (O.E.D.).
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living rock, the

; esp.sculptured in the..., carved in rock in the open air: late C. 19-20.

loaves and fishes

. ‘Pecuniary advantages as a motive for religi profession’ or ‘for display of public
spirit’: C. 19-20. Sedohn,vi. 26. (O.E.D.)

‘local habitation and a name, a.’

A home and a name; definiteness, physical exégteas in ‘The po&t pen...gives to airy
nothing|A local habitation and a nam& Midsummer Night's Dreany/, i): mid C. 19-
20.

*|lock, stock and barrel

. Entirely, completely: from ca. 1820. Frothe lock, the stock, and the barrel of a
blunderbuss.

*|lock the stable door after the horse is stolen,
fo

. A proverbial saying (=to take measures iaftee harm has been done), which may fairly
be classified as a cliché in its C. 2@p# not indeed ints use since ca. 1880.
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lone wolf, a

. A person that works alone or is conspicuously self-dependent and independent: C. 20
originally American.

lonely furrow, the

. A lonely life; alsoto plough a lonely furrow, to play a lone hand, plan and work
independently and/or in solitude: late C. 19-20.

long and (the) short of it, the

. The substance, the essence, tiost important part or aspect of a thing; the upshot: late
C. 18-20. (Recorded first in 1690; andthe short and (the) longn C. 16-17.)—2.
Applied jocularly to a tall and a shortigsen walking side by side: late C. 19-20.

long arm of the law, the

. The Law, whose influence stretches fae police, who are everywhere: late C. 19-20,

long-drawn sigh, a

. Along, a lingering, sigh: mid C. 19-20.
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*long-felt want, a

; esp.,to fulfil a..., to fill a big gap, esp., to invent something, write a book, much
needed: C. 20.

long pull and astrong pull, a

. Consistent, determined effort: late C. 19—20. From rowing.

longo intervallo

(pronounced as English words), ‘at a far remove’, hence ‘in a more modest way’: literary:
C. 19-20. ‘I have always preferred to follow, “longo intervallo”, the system of...
Montaigne’ (Ernest WeekleyJack and Jill, 1939). From Virgil's longo intervallo
insequi

look daggers, to

. To look extremely angry or hostile; todk fiercely or savagely: from ca. 1830. Gleam
of eyes: gleam of daggers.

look facts in the face, to

. To be realistic and practical: late C. 19-20.—6bk a person in the facéto look
straight at him’.
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look for a needle in a haystack, to

. Seeneedle in a haystack.

look on the wine when it is(orit’s) red, to

. To drink much wine (or even other liquor),ddnk wine often, to yield to the desire to
drink wine: C. 19-20. From ‘Look ndhou upon the wine when it is redProverbs,
xxiii. 31).

lords of Creation, the

. Men: mostly women'’s (ironically; men use it jocularly): late C. 19-20. One woulk thin
that they had created the sdband ruled it entirely.

lose the thread of one’s discourse, to

. To forget where one is in speeoh conversation: mid C. 19-20.—0fick up the
threads.

lost to view

. Lost from sight, gone from the view; disappeared: C. 20.
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loud enough to waken the dead

. Very loud indeed: applied esp. to noises made by persons at night: from ca. 1870

love in a cottage

. Love in humble circumstances; idyllic love in the country: late C. 19—-20. Originally in
reference, perhaps, to KeatslLove in a hut, with wateand a crust,| Is—Love, forgive
us!—cinders, ashes, dust’gmia, 1819, at Il, 1).

love of...

Seegood woman

luck of the Devil, the; the Devil’'s own luck

. Extreme or excessive or most remarkable luck: colloquial: mid C. 19-20.

Lucullan (properly,Lucullean or -ian) banquet,
a

. A sumptuous and exquisite feast: midl©-20; obsolescent. Licinius Lucullus (115-48
B.C.), a Roman famed for his luxurious feasts.
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lucus a non lucendo

. It must be so because the opposite setaise true; it is clear because of its very
obscurity (‘...presumably on the principle locus a non lucendpan acerb reference to

a disputed etymology): literary, philological, and philosophical: C. 19-20. Lucus, ‘a
grove’, is ‘so called from non lucendo (not admitting lightx])’, an etymo-logy
‘referred to by Quintilian...and by numerous ancient authors and
commentators’ (Benham).

lull

. Seecalm.

lulled to a false sense of security

. Deluded into a sense of securitytel&€. 19-20. Politicians, please note!

M

Machine Age, the

. The 20th Century: from cal921. ‘Those are the clichés of this decade, It was
Babbitts'—a vogue word, not a cliché—'and the machine age in the twenties’ (Edwin
Lanham Banner at Daybreakl 937); it still is.
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*magnate, as ina City magnate and a
newspaper magnate

. Arich and powerful man in finance or in the newspaper world: from ca. 1910.

magnificent figure of a woman, a

. ‘A magnificent figure of a woman, as they say’ (Rupert Pefoliceman’s Holiday,
1938). From ca. 1860; obsolescent; as is the figure.

magnitude

. Seeof the...

*mailed fist, the

. Brute military force: C. 20The Timedfecember 17, 1897 (O.E.D.).

main chance, the

. Seeeye to...
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*maintain the status quo, to

. To preserve the present order of society and condition of things: late C. 19-20;
journalistic.

major phenomenon, a

. A phenomenon of great importance: from 1910; scientific and journalistic.

make a clean breast of it, to

. To confess or disclose everything releviana crime, an accident, etc.: from ca. 1860.
Cf. cleanse one’s bosom...

*make a mountain (out) of a mole-hill, to

. To exaggerate; esp., to exaggerate greadyirtiportance of a trifle (e.g., a difficulty, a
grievance): late C. 18-20. Current since mid C. 16. (O.E.D.)

make a virtue out of necessity, to

. To profit by a misfortune, set-back, cougion: C. 19-20.. ‘Found in Chaucerdan
Shakespeare’ (Benham); andDatch, French, Italian.
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make assurance doubly sure, to

. To take additional precautions: C. 19—-Fdom ‘But yet I'll make assurance double
sure,|]And take a bond of fatdflacbeth IV, i).

make bricks without straw, to (be asked to)

. To be obliged or expected to do or make something without the tools or means usually
held to be required for the work or task: C. 19-20. In misapprehensive allusion to
Exodus,v.

*make ends meet, to

. To succeed in paying one’s way (esp., by living within one’s income): C. 19-20. (B.E.’s
Dictionary, 1690.) Fronthe Frenchoindre les deux bout®.E.D.).

make glad the heart of man, to

. Mid C. 19-20. From ‘Wine that maketh glad the heart of masalmsciv. 15).

make good, to (?)

. To succeed, to prosper: U.S.A., C. 20; English, from ca. 1919.
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*make hay, to

. An adaptation of the proverimake hay while the sun shinesid C. 19-20.—Cf. the
GermanMann muss Heu machen, weil die Sonne scligirdted by Benham).

make no bones about it, to

. To make no fuss about it; expend no scruples on: mid C. 18-20. From bones found in
stew or pottage.

*make on the swings wiat one loses on the
round-abouts, to

. To recoup in one activity or department whae loses in another: C. 20. From fairs.

make one’s blood boil, to

. To cause one to become very angry or indignant: mid C. 19-20.

*make one’s hair stand on end, to

. To terrify (a person): C. 19-20.—Cf. MQrE534, ‘He made my own hair stand up upon
my head’ (O.E.D.).
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*make one’s mouth water, to

. To cause one to wish earnestly or enviously to possess or enjoy something: mid C. 18
20. From the saliva that flamat the sight, or in anticipation, of appetizing food.

make oneself scarce, to

. To go away (and stay away): colloquial: from ca. 1830.

make or mar, to

; now oftento make or break To cause (a person or a thirtig)succeed completely or to
be completely ruined: from ca. 1830, though common since mid C. 16.

*make the best of a bad bargairfor job), to

. To adapt oneself resignedly (and resourcefully) to adverse circumstances: mid C. 19-20
Boswell, in 1790, alludes to it as ‘the vulgar phrase’ (O.E.D.).

make the punishment fit the crime, to

, is an adaptation of W.S.Gilbert’s ‘To let the punishment fit the crirhbe (Mikado,
1885): late C. 19-20.
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make the supreme sacrifice, to

. To die (for a cause, a king, a friend): late C. 19-20, but esp. in 1914-18 and 1939-7.

make the welkin ring, to

. To cheer or shout very loudly: C. 19-20. Charles Wesley (t 1788) begi@krigtmas
Hymnthus, ‘Hark how all the welkin rings,|Glory to the King of kings!’

make the world a better place, to

. Seeearnest desire

make the worse appear the better cause, to

, is a misquotation (C. 19-20) of ‘His torgjDropp’d manna, and could make the worse
appear|The better reason’ (MiltoRaradise Lost|l, 112-14), afteDiogenes Laertius
(concerning Socrates).

malignant fate, a

. A hostile influence or power that is, or @aps to be, that of fate; extreme ill-fortune:
late C. 19-20. ‘It seemed that a malignant fate was dogging him with relentless
persistence’ (Van Wyck MasonThe Washington Legation Murderd,937).—Cf.
Shakespeare’s ‘malignaand ill-boding stars’ (Henry V1,1V, v, 6).
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Mammon of unrighteousness, the

. Wealth as a god, an idol: C. 19-20. No longer apprehended as a quotation of ‘Make to
yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousnekske, xvi. 9 (rouvjoare

favtols pilove &x rop papwva ti; ddwlac, where HOHWYAS o 1o
transliteration of an Aramaic word for ‘riches’ or ‘possessions, property’).

*man after his (or my or...) own heart, a

. This, too, is no longer apprehended as a quotati@aiuelxiii. 14): in mid C. 19-20,
a cliché.

man and a brother, a

. A fellow human being: late C. 19-20. Papis cf. Campbell’s ‘“Ye are brothers! Ye are
men!’ in The Battle of the Baltic801. Cf. alsdhe Slave Trade.

*man in the street, the(English);the man in the
car (American)

. Respectively since ca. 1870dugh a common race-coursegde as early as 1830) and
since ca. 1900. The ordinary citizen.

man of parts, a

. A talented or a highly intellectual man: mid C. 18-20; slightly obsolescent and, in C. 20,
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literary.

man of straw, a

. An imaginary adversary: C. 19-20; obsolescent.—A man of no substance: from ca.
1830. Contrast the next.

man of means or substance, a

. (Means)a man of good income and a certamount of property or capitglsubstance)
a wealthy man. Both:; C. 19-20.

man to man

. Seeas man to man

manner

. Seeto the manner...

‘manners makyth man’ (?)

. Manners and morals make the person: C. 19-20. This was the motto of William o
Wykeham (1 1404); cfmores cuique sui fingunt fortunareveryone’s manners make
his fortune’ (Benham), from Cornelius Nepos.
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many a time and oft

. Often: mid C. 18-20; recorded for 1560 (O.E.DMpany a timeis also a cliché: C. 18
20. ‘Many a time (and oft) he played the fool.’

many are called (but few are chosen)

is a cliché in mid C. 19-20Matthew, xxii. 14, ‘For many are called, but few are
chosen’ (cf. xx. 16).

march of time, the; time marches on: how time
flies!

The passing of time, the course of histdigne goes on; how quickly time flies: C. 20.
Lamb uses the first, in 1833 (O.E.D.).

*mare’s nest, a

. A false alarm, a great disappointment, something worthless, something quite other thar
one has expected; oftémfind a mare’s nesiC. 18-20.

mark my words

I Seeyou mark...
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mark of recognition, a

; esp.as a...,as a token of gratitude, admiration, respect: late C. 19-20.

mark of the beast(orB.), the

. A sign or indication of evil or corruption: mid C. 19-2Revelation xix. 20, with

reference to the great whore of Babylon:ﬁic:J-f':i{?"TI""IIM":IE Tod B?:"Q(w' ‘the stamp
of the wild beast'.

mark time, to (figurative)(?)

. To remain, for a time, where one is; tarst still, make no progress: late C. 19-20.
Macaulay, 1837, ‘The human mind, accordinghstead of marching, merely macke
time’ (O.E.D.).

maroon thousands, to

. ‘'Snow maroons thousands of commuters’ (American journalists’ headline): from ca.
1910. (Sullivan.)

marriage terminated in divorce, the

. American (esp. journalists’jrom ca. 1905. (Sullivan.)
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martial tread

. (The sound of) soldierly steps or warlike marching: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.

marvels of science, the

. The wonders of science: late C. 19-20.

master mind, the

. The mind of the great man; the most notable expert: C. 20; often jocular. Abused in
advertisements.—Cf. Shakesgpe’s ‘the choice and mastspirits of this age’Julius
Ceesar|ll, i.

master of one’s fate, the

. From Henley's verses. Seaptain of one’s soul

*masterly inactivity

. Coined by Sir James Mackintostfindiciae, 1791, though perhapwith a glance at
Horace’sstrenua inertia(as Benham notes), it becara cliché in the 1880’s.
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material interests

. Non-spiritual matters; affairef money, monetary well-being: late C. 19-20. Used by
Mark Pattison in 1861: ‘community of material interests’ (O.E.D.).

matter is receiving the closest attention, the

. Official and commercial: C. 20. Often iheans that it has been pigeon-holed and
forgotten.

matter of form, a

. Seeas a matter of form

*matter of life and death, a

. A matter of vital importance: mid C. 19-20. Originally (and still properly) applied to
something of which the omission entails death.

Mayor fears milk shortage

. An American journalists’ cliché-headk: C. 20. (One of the numerous clichés
delightfully satirized by Frank Sullivan in ‘The Cliché Expert’, publishedl'ire New
Yorker,June 20, 1936, and reprinted in 1939.)
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mean ‘maybe’, not to

; esp.and | don't mean ‘maybe’. Seeand | don't...

mean well, to (?)

. To have good intentions; to be a kindly person: C. 19-20. ‘Oh, he meanshwell—
that’s as far as he goes.’ Hell is paved with good intentions.

meat and drink

; esp., (somethings meat and drink to (someone), is a sourad much enjoyment to
him: C. 18-20. Used by Shagpeare, and even earligvigat=food.)

Medes and Persians, the

; esp.,(according to) the law of the...,(according to) unalterable law or custom: mid C.
19-20.Daniel, vi. 12, ‘The thing is true, according the law of the Medes and Persians,
which altereth not (King Darius’s sentence against Daniel); cf. verse 8.

meet with an untimely end, to

. To die (hence of things, to end) before one’s due time: late C. 19-20.
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*mention in a connexion, to

; esp.,l may mention in this (or that) connexion A C. 20 cliché.

mercury continues to soar

. American journalists’: C. 2Gesp. as a headline in refeoe to increasing temperature o
the weather. (Sullivan.)

merest conjecture, the; mere conjecture

. Guess-work: from ca. 1890. ‘Yes; bafter all, it's mere conjecture.’

*Merry Monarch, the

. Charles II: C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent. The Earl of Rochester (1647-80) in his poem
On the Kingspoke of him as ‘A merry monarch, scandalous and poor’ (Benham).

meum et tuum

. (The rights of) private property: mid C. 18-20. ‘He has no senseeoin et tuuin
Literally, ‘mine and thine’.
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midsummer madness

. Extreme folly; the height of madness: ©9-20. Shakespeare, ‘Why, this is very
midsummer madnessTyelfth Night, Ill, iv, 61); at the midsummer moofluna),
madness, it was former§upposed, is prevalent.

*might and main

; esp., with (all one’s) might and main, with all one’s strength, forcibly, very
vigorously: C. 19-20; used as early as C. 14.

‘mighty hunter before the Lord, a.’

A great hunter: C. 19-2@Genesisx. 9, in respect of Nimrod.

milk and water (figurative)

, as adjective. ‘Wishy-washy’; weakly amiable: mid C. 19-20. From the noun (=milk
diluted with water). O.E.D.

milk of human kindness, the

. Kindliness: C. 19-20. Lady Macbeth says that Macbeth’s nature is ‘too full of the milk
of human kindness to cattie nearest way’ (1, iv).
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milling crowd

. Seeroar a welcome

mills of God, the (C. 19-20)

; and perhaps also its original, ‘the mills of God grind slowly, thay grind exceeding
small’ (or, as a proverb remed in 1639, ‘God’s mill grinds slow but sure’. Benham

- ¥ &
records the Grede@y ‘:::"-'UIé aléovat udlo, d0é dAéovat Jemra (the mills d
the gods grind tardily, but they grind small).

mince matters, not to

. To speak plainly and frankly: mid C. 19-20, though fairly common since late C. 16; cf.
Shakespeare’s ‘Thy honesty dogle doth mince this matterQthello, I1, iii).

*mind one’s P’s and Q’s, to

. A proverbial saying that, in C. 19-20, ixkché. Origin dubious: see the O.E.D. and
Benham.

mine host

. A landlord of an inn, a tavern: mid C9420; mercifully, it is obsolescent, like the
synonymoudBoniface
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minion of fortune, a

. A favourite of fortune, one of fortune’s darlings: C. 19-20. Shakespeare, ‘A son...|Who
is sweet fortune’s minion, and her pride’Hénry 1V, 1, i, 83-4).

minions of the law

. Policemen (and dettees): from ca. 1870.

‘minister to a mind diseased’, to

. (‘Canst thou not minister ta mind diseased?’, Shakespe&acbeth,V, iii.) To heal—
to do something towards healing—mental derangement: C. 19-20.

minor matters

. (Comparatively) unimportant matters: late C. 19-20. ‘Most of us have to spendfmost o
our time dealing with minor matters.’

mint of money, a

. Much money; wealth: C. 19-20. Fuller, 1655, ‘A mass, a mint, a mine of money could
easily be advanced to defrhe expenses thereby’ (O.E.D.)
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mirabile dictu

. Marvellous (or very strange) to relate: an introductory tag: C. 19-20. From its
occurrence in Virgil Georgics,ii, 30).

miraculous escape, &orone’s)

. A marvellous escape: mid C. 19-20. (Hyperbolical.)

miscarriage of justice, a

, hot by itself (a legal phrase) but angrave miscarriage of justicewhich is a mainly
journalistic cliché of late C. 19-20.

missing link, aorthe

. ‘'Something lacking to complete a series’ (O.E.D.): from ca. 1870. Jowett, 1875, ‘The
missing link between words and things’. As a technicality of Evolution, the phrase is
derivative.

modern classic, a

. A literary work of considerable merit drapparently enduring fame: book-reviewers’:
C. 20.
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moment of victory, the

; esp..in the moment of victory. C. 19-20.

momentary aberration, a

. A mere, passing—or merely transitory—waridg of the intellect (such as an adt o
forgetfulness, a swift, mild brain-storm): C. 20.

momentous decision, dor one’s or the

. A (very) important decision: late C. 19-20.

*monarch of all one surveys, to be

(less oftento be the—). C. 19-20. From Cowper’s ‘I am monarch of all | survey,|My
right there is none to dispute’ (verses supposed to be written by Alexander Selkirk).



A dictionary of Clichés 286

monumental effort, a; a monumental work

. A work (esp. a book) that has required years of strenuous or patient labour: late C. 19
20.

monumentum aere perennius

. A literary cliché (C. 19-20); from HoracelExegi monumentum aere perennitls,
raised a monument moeaduring than brass’.

*moot point, a

. An arguable, debatable, or doubtful point: from ca. 1730. Originally a point or case
chosen for discussion by a moot of law students (O.E.D.).

moral victory, a

. A result that, despite its adverse physical bearing, is ethically a gain: late C. 19-20.

more and more(adverbial)

. Increasingly: C. 19-20. Rewted, by O.E.D., for ca. 1200.
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more anon

. Seeof which...

more dead than alive

. Half dead; in a low physicaondition; emaciated and/or utterly exhausted: mid €. 19
20.

more frightened than hurt

. A proverbial saying (in C. 16nore frayd then huytso overworked, so hackneyed that
it has, in C. 20 at least, become a cliché.

*more honoured in the breach than the
observance.’

Applied, as in Shakespeard4amlet, |, iv, to a custom more generally neglected than
observed: C. 19-20.

*more in sorrow than in anger

is used adverbially—a cliché of mid C. 19-20—whereas Shakespeare’s phrase is ‘a
countenance more in sorrow than in angedrflet,l, ii).
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more or less

. Approximately or (very) roughlyin a greater or less degreée,a greater or less extent;
to some extent: late C. 17-20. (The O.E.D. records it for ca. 1225.)

**more sinned against than sinning.’

More wronged than sinful: C. 19-20. In Shakespedreds, |1, ii, the King cries, ‘| am
a man|More sinned against than sinning’.

more than a languid interest

; esp.,to betray or show..., to be enthusiastic or in love: from ca. 1880; sliglitly
obsolescent.

*more than meets the eye

; esp..there is more in it than meets the eyeMore than is at first visible or deducible:
late C. 19-20. “There’s more here, sir,” says the Inspector over the dead body, “than
meets the eye™” (John Galsworthijhe Man of Propertyl 906).

more than ordinary importance

; esp.,an event of...,a very important event: C. 20; originally, journalistic.
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more than pleased

. Delighted,; (very) grateful: late C. 19-2Blliptic for ‘more than merely pleased’.

more (or perhaps morg than you realize(or
may realize)

. More than you suppose, believe, perceive: from ca. 1910.

more the merrier, the

. A proverbial saying so bandied about and hackneyed in C. 19-20 as to be afcliché o
that period. In Ray'#®roverbs,there is the variant, ‘The m®the merrier, the fewer the
better cheer’.

more’s (or the more’s) the pity

. Unfortunately; ‘worse luck!: mid C. 19-20. An ‘historical survival’ (O.E.D.).

‘most unkindest cut...’

Seeunkindest cut...
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Mother Earth

. SeeEarth the...

Mother of Parliaments, the

. The British Parliament; properly, England: from ca. 1870. ‘England, the mother o
Parliaments’, John Bright, in a speattRochdale, Jan. 18, 1865 (Benham).

move and have one’s being, to

. To live and work (or play) at (some specifigléce); to exist in the material world: C.
19-20.Acts, xvii. 28, ‘For in him [God] we live, and move, and have our behél':

% s
avtd yag gwﬁﬂ xail xwvod Hebo xal -EO’;JE‘I-', ‘for in him we live and are

moved andare (or, exist): Vulgate, ‘In ipso enimivimus, et movemus, et sumus’ (fca
en lui nous avons la vie, le mouvement et I'étre’, Verdunoy).

*move heaven and earth, to

. To make every effort, to do all one canatthieve a purpose: from ca. 1870. Trollope,
1862, ‘Papa...would move heaven and earth for her if he could’ (O.E.D.).

‘moving finger writes, and having writ moves
on,—the.’

Fate is inexorable: from ca. 1880. FitzGeraRishaiyat of Omar Khayyarbasic edition



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 291

(4th), 1879.

*much ado about nothing

. A fuss about a trifle: C. 18-20; perhaps, C. 17-20, for it was a common phrase even in
Shakespeare’s day.

much as | hate to do it(or say it or say sQ

. A gossip’s introductory formula: mid C. 19-20.

much in evidence

. Prominent; conspicuous: late C. 19-20. ‘His pedantry was much in evidence.” An
elaboration ofn evidence

*much of a muchnesgn. and adj.)

. Similarity or sameness; very much alikef much the same value, importance,
significance: colloquiafrom ca. 1840.

*much water has flowedunder the bridge since
then (or that time)

. A long time has passed and/or much has happened since then: late C. 19-20. Ar
allusion to the stream of time: ‘Assiduo labuntur tempora motu,|Non secus ad flumen’,
Ovid, MetamorphosesXV, 180-1 (‘Time glides past with constant movement, rathe
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like a stream’).

muffled report

. ‘'Of that fatal shot, nothing was heard but a muffled report.” This detective-story writer’s
phrase became a cliché only ca. 1925.

multum in parvo

. Much in little; a short book or article that is full of matter; a ‘compactum’: C. 19-20.

murder most foul

. A horrible and/or remarkable murder: from ca. 1830. No longer—except by seholars
apprehended as a quotation fretamlet, |, v.

murdered in cold blood

. Seeact...

*must of necessity

. Must necessarily: C. 19-20, as a cliché,altih recorded as early as 1577. ‘It must o
necessity be discovered.’
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mutatis mutandis

. Necessary changes having been made: mid C. 19-20. In Roman Law it means ‘Thost
things being exchanged which the sense requires should be (Benham).

mutual attraction of opposites, the

. ‘Contrasting personalities (characters asthperaments) attract each other’, applied
esp. to love and friendship: late ©—-20. From the laws of magnetism?

my dear Watson!

Seesimple...

my opinion—for what it is worth—is that...

For what it is worth(worth little) is itself a cliché of C. 19-20; the longer one is of C. 20.
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N

nail one’s colours(looselyflag) to the mast, to

. To be intransigent or unyielding in oneagtitude: mid C. 19-20. From an old naval
practice that precluded surrender.

nail to the counter

is a cliché only into nail a lie to the counter,to expose a falsehood: from ca. 1860 in
U.S.A. and from ca. 1890 in Britain. (Sha@pers used to nail spurious coins to the
counter.)

naked truth, the

. The plain truth (Latimuda veritay mid C. 19—-20; obsolescent.

*name is Legion, their

. They are very numerous: mid C. 19-20. An adaptation (and originally a

Aeyecry

misapprehension) of ‘My name is Legion: for we are maMark, v. 9:
]
6‘1'0‘ oz, OTL 700)0i EGJLEY.
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name to conjure with, a

. A famous name—the name of a (very) famous person—a name that works wonders: late
C. 19-20. Originally, a name that one may worthily swear by.

nameless orgies

. Abominable orgies: late C. 19-20. ‘Facetious’ Tom Brown speaks, in 1704, o
‘nameless vices'.

Napoleon of finance, a

. A brilliant financier on a very large scale: C. 20.

nasty spill, a

. A severe fall, literal and figurative: boquial: late C. 19-20. From horse-riding.

nation of shopkeepers, a

. The English: C. 19-20, though used non-specifically by Adam SmitthhénWealth b
Nationsin 1775 and specifically in the French National Convention in 1794. ‘Attributed,
without authority, to Napoleon I' (Benham).
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nation speaks to nationor (and) nation shall
speak to nation

. There is—there shall be—internationgdbodwill: late C. 19-20. From a poem (?
Tennyson’s) on the laying of the Transatlantic cable.

naughty Nineties, the

. The 1890's: C. 20.

*ne plus ultra

. ‘(Let there) be no (passing) beyond a derfaoint’, used to mean ‘the acme’—'the
point of highest possible attainment’: mid C. 18-20. The variant (rapidly gaining
ground),nec plus ultrawas formerly much more common in French than in English; it is
less logical thame...

near thing, a

. Seeclose thing

neck and crop

. Bodily; hence, altogether, entirely: from d&70. Dickens, 1865, ‘We’re going in neck
and crop for fashion’ (O.E.D.Jo throw(a personput, neck and crap
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neck and neck (?)

. In close competition; level in a fierce coetjpion or rivalry: colloquial: C. 20. From
horse-racing.

neck or nothing

is applied to ‘determination and readiness to venture everything or to take all
risks’ (O.E.D.): C. 19-20; used earlier by Swift and Cowper.

*needle in a haystack, a

. Something (small and) extremely difficult to find: C. 19—20. From the proverbial saying
to look for a needle in a haystaakhich derives from the Medieval Latacum in meta
foeni quaerer¢Benham).

*needs no introduction

. ‘Mr H. needs no introduction to this audieride@ublic speakers’ and chairmen’s: late C.
19-20.

*neither fish, flesh, nor good red herring

. This proverbial saying (recorded in 1546) is, in C. 20 (if not in C. 19-20) a cliché.
Neither one thing nor the other.
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neither here nor there

; esp.it’s..., it's of no consequence: late C. 19-20.

*neither rhyme nor reason

; more oftenwithout rhyme or reason Nonsense; senseless: C. 19-20. Bacon has the
former.

Nemesis pursues one

; a nemesis pursues onetetribution is at hand’: late C. 19—20. Nemesis is the goddess
of retribution, esp. of retributive justice.

nethermost pit, the

; esp..condemn to the...,condemn to hell or to severe punishment, unrelenting remorse,
etc.: mid C. 19-20. In allusion ®salms|xxxvi. 13.

‘never the time and the place and the loved one
all together I’

From ca. 1890. This comes in BrownimgNever the Time and the Place’ docoseria,
1883.
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nevertheless and notwithstanding

. Nevertheless: late C. 19-20.

*new broom, a

. Formed from the proverb, ‘a new brocsweeps clean’, it means ‘a newly appainte
official is full of energy and reform’: mid C. 19-20.

*new lease of life, a

. A renewed life or (of things) existence: nid 19—-20. Seeley, 1878, ‘Wherever Estates
still existed, they seemed to have gainectw lease of life’ (O.E.D.). From the renewing
of leases.

new wine in old bottles

. Something new in an old frame, case, cadre, system: C. 184&ithew, ix. 17,
‘Neither do men put new wine into old bottle 0002 Béllovary olvoy véoy elg
dﬂw&ﬂ‘; rodarodg (into old wine-skins).

newspaper magnate, a

. Seemagnate
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nice distinction, a; nice distinctions

. Delicately discriminated or slight differences (or rather, distinctions): late C. 19-20.

night out, a

; esp.to have a...(colloguial). To have a riotous time away from home: from ca. 1910.

‘nihil tetigit quod non ornavit.’

He dealt with nothing without adorning ititerary: C. 19-20. Applied to writers;
originally to Goldsmith.

*nine days’ wonder, a

. A newspaper sensation lasting a weahd then dropped ompletely: Chaucer,
Shakespeare; but a cliché only in C. 19-20 (Byron, Hughes).—Cf. Livy, Book I, 31.

*nip in the bud, to

. To put an early stop to something, lrefét becomes important or dangerous: mid C.
18-20, though fairly common throughout C. 17.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 301

no balm

. Seebalm.

no better than she should be

; esp.she’s(or she wa$..., she is somewhat immoral: mid C. 19-20.

no chicken

. Seeshe is...

no expense hagor had) been—or will be—
spared

. Money has (etc.) been spent freely (taiata specified object): late C. 19—-20.

*no love lost between them, there iorthere’s)
or there was

. There is (was) no affection, indeed there is enmity, between them: mid C. 19-20.
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Nno mean

; €sp.,no mean city(qg.v. atcitizen). Considerable; great: C. 19-200 Mean Cityis the
titte of a document-ary novel (1935) on Glasgow.

no (e.g., mistakes)f any sort or kind

. None at all: late C. 19-20.

no respecter of persons, to be

. To make no distinctions of rank or wealth: C. 19-R€ts,x, 34 (St. Peteloquitur) ‘I
A »
perceive that God is no respecter of persc“araaaiuﬁam#a‘ su 00x EOTL

#
g nam:wﬂqnmg 0 @c06¢ (God is not a favourer [of persons]).

*no sinecure, it(or this) is (or was)

. It is a difficult position (post, job): late @9-20. A sinecure is a position in which there
is no work but a stipend.

no small

; esp.,of no small value,of considerable value: mid C. 19-20.—@6. mean
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Nno uncertain

. Seein no...

*noblesse oblige

. Good breedingnpoblesse,/noble birth and/or rank’) demands or expects it: from ca.
1880. Semi-proverbial in French, it is indubitably a cliché (in C. 20, often jocular) in
English. Littré, ‘Quiconque pretend étre noble, doit se bien conduire’.

nodding acquaintance, a

. A person to whom one merely nods, a slight acquaintance: from ca. 1870.

noise abroad, to

. To rumour or report widely: late C. 19-20; obsolescent.—bfZiit about.

*non compos mentis

. Insane; temporarily insane; distraught: in C(ad after), a legal phrase; in C. 18-20, a
general cliché. Lit., ‘not master of one’s mind'.
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nose to the grindstone

. Seekeep nose...

not a breath of air

; esp.there is (orwas) not..., it is stifling (the air being without perceptible movement):
late C. 19-20.

not a shadow of doubt

. No doubt at all: late C. 19—20.—Q@feyond a shadow of doubtq.v.

not a whit

. Not at all; in no degree, to no extent: C. 19-20; now regarded as something of an
elegancy or genteelism—auslightly archaic.

not all beer...

Seebeer and skittles
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not an iota

. Seenot one iota

not by a long chalk

. Seeby a long chalk

not enough room to swing a cat, witlor there is

. Space is cramped: applied to a re@ncompartmentolloquial: C. 20.

not for me to say, it's(or that’s)

. A formula, often indicative of false modesty: C. 19-20.

not impossibly

. Possibly; perhaps: C. 20.

‘not in our stars.’

Not in predestination, but from negligencestackness: mid C. 19-20. Shakespeare, ‘The
fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stary{Bn ourselves, that we are underlingdulius
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Caesar], ii).

not lost but gone before

. From ca. 1830; often in reference to arfddost by death. It was the title of a song
current in 1829. An ancient parallel is Senegwsa amittuntur sed praemittuntuthey
are not lost but sent before’ (Benham).

not one(or an) iota; not a single iota

, €sp.,not by a single iota,not by the smallest particle, in no degree—to no extent—at
all. Late C. 18-20. The iota is the smallest letter in the Greek alphabjet; aftittle,

q.v.

not the only pebble on the beach, one is

. There are others (e.g., suitors, candidates): colloquial: late C. 19-20.

‘not theirs to reason why.’

It is for them to obey, not to argue: from 1855. Tennysdre Charge of the Ligh
Brigade, published Dec. 9, 1854 (Benham).

*not to put too fine a point upon it

, 'to speak bluntly’, is an introductory or a modifying formula: mid C. 19-20.
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not what you would call...

‘He is not what you would call robust.’'—'It was not what you would have called easy to
do.” Mid C. 19-20.

not wisely but too well

. Applied to loving and, esp., to drinking: late C. 19-Q¢hello,V, vii.

not without reason

. With some show of reasoreasonably, sensibly: C. 20.

not worth powder and shot

. Not worth the effort or the money expended (or to be expended): late C. 18-20.
(Recorded for C. 17.)

not worth the paper it's written on

. Worthless, as applied to aetfue, a promissory note, a galatee, a pact (‘a mere scrap
of paper’): C. 20.
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‘nothing in his life became him like the leaving
it.”

Applied to a man that, like Dickens’s Sydney Carton, dies better than he has lived: C. 19
20. Shakespear®acbeth|l, iv.

nothing in it

; esp.there’s nothing... (there is no appreciable—wnportant—diffeence): C. 20.

nothing to boast about

. Not remarkable; quite ordinary: colloquial: late C. 19-20.

**nous avons change tout cela.’

We have changed all that: mid C. 19-20. Moli&eMédecin malgré lui], vi.

now and then

. Occasionally: C. 18-20. Common since C. 16.
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now or never (?)

. This is the last, or the only, chance: C. 18-20. Common since late C. 16.

null and void

. Null; cancelled; no longer operative or valid; without binding force: C. 19-20.
Originally, a legal and political phrase.

nuptial knot, the

. Marriage;tie the nuptial knotto marry two persons: mid C. 19-20; obsolescent.

O

‘0 tempora! o mores!’

Lit., ‘oh, the times! oh, the manners!” Frd@icero’s Catiline Orations. A cliché since ca.
1770.
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‘observed of all observers, the.’

The most important or prominent man in the state (or at a gathering): C. 19-20f Said o
the Prince, irHamlet,lll, i.

obvious to even the meanest intelligence

. ‘It was obvious...that something unpleasant had happened.” Late C. 19-20. Often
ironic: cf. as every schoolboy knows

ocean greyhound, an

. A swift steamship or other liner:dm ca. 1890; originally, journalistic.

ocular proof

. Proof addressed to, or coneelyby, the eye: mid C. 19-20. Shakespeare, ‘Give me the
ocular proof’ Othello, Ill, iii, 360).

*odds and ends

. Oddments, odd remnants; miscellaneous adjaniscellanea: from ca. 1840. Recorded
for 1746 (O.E.D.).
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odour of sanctity, the

. Seedie in the odour...

of a certain age

. Seewoman of a certain age

of course

. Obviously; naturally (in the natural course or order of thing)course!),yes: mid C.
19-20. Especially when tautological or meaningless.

of no avall

. Ineffectual, useless, iwain: from ca. 1820. Hereof avaiF'of assistance or fo
advantage’.

of no value to anyone but the owner

. Of sentimental value only: C. 20. Frequé advertisement®r lost articles.
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(of) one flesh, to be

. To be married: C 19-20; now only literary. CfCtrinthians,vi. 16, ‘For two, saith he,

L
shall be one flesh” Ecorras Y62 onow, ol s, i ﬂ'dg#ﬂ Wiav, ‘for two...
shall result in one flesh’.

of pith and moment

, ‘Of great importance; weighty; grave’, & cliché of mid C. 19-20. The origiral
Shakespeare’s ‘(enterprises) great pith and momentHamlet,in, i, 86)—is almost a
cliché: C. 19-20.

*of that ilk

, when used incorrectly, i.e. af that family, class, set dfot” (O.E.D.): from ca. 1880;
originally and still frequently journalisticGuthrie of that ilk properly= Guthrie b
Guthrie (a landed-family title).

*of the earth, earthy.’

Earth-bound; material (without imagination or holiness): C. 19-Zkbrinthians,xv. 47,

‘The first man is of the earth, earth;-‘zi‘ﬂ VTISy XOWX0S, o earth, made of earth’.

of the first magnitude

. 'Of the utmost greatness [or size] or importance’: mid C. 19-20. Btars of the firg
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magnitude, ‘the most brilliant stars’;a star of the first magnitudea theatrical o
cinematic ‘star of stars’ isself a cliché: from ca. 1920.

of the first water

. Of the finest quality; (of persons)dtough, thorough-paceayut-and-out: from ca.
1825.Z Scott, 1826, ‘A...swindler dfie first water’ (O.E.D.). Frordiamonds of the fits
water,the best diamonds (& superseded grading).

*of the same kidney

. (Of persons) of like character: C. 19-20. Shakespeare, ‘A man of my kidrey’' (
Merry Wives of Windsol]l, v).

of which (orwhom) more anon

. Concerning... | shall say more, soon—in due course and soon: late C. 19-20.

off and on

. Intermittently or at intervals; occasionally: mid C. 19-20.

*off the beaten track

. Unusual; a by-path; not on the well-beaten highway of life or things: late C. 19-20. ‘His
chemical experiments aoff the beaten track.’
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officer and a gentleman, an

, A gentleman-officer in the Army: ruling classes’ and Regular Army’s: C. 20.

*official capacity

; esp.,in one’s..., as an official: C. 20. ‘The affair did not touch him in his official
capacity’; ‘In his official capacity, he is a dry old stick, but in his home he is delightful.’

‘oh! to be in England now that April’'s there.’

Late C. 19-20. BrowningHome Thoughts from Abroadl845. ‘There’ is often
misquoted ‘here’ as if the sensere ‘now that April's arrived'.

oil and water

. Incompatible; incompatibles: C. 19-20. Oil and water do not mix.

old Adam, the

. Human (as opposed to Divine) nature in men; unregenerateness; often, men’s sexuality
mid C. 19-20. CfRomansyi. 6, ‘Our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed’, where ‘our old mangsifies ‘the Adam in us’ and renders the

& st
Greeké rolailg ey 61"&9'5039;' (‘our former character’).
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old head on young shoulders, an

; esp.,to have an...,to be wiser (or more notably prudent) than one’s youth would lead
others to expect: mid C. 19-20.

‘old order changeth, the.’

It continues, ‘yieldingplace to new’: TennysonMorte d’Arthur, 1842, and inThe
Passing of Arthur,1869: a cliché from ca. 1880.

old school tie, the

. A phrase applied to Public School asations, influences, imptance, memories: from
ca. 1920.

oldest inhabitant, the

. The oldest resident; the oldest villager: late C. 19-20. A stock figuRumch, The
Humorist, The Passing Shoetc.

olive branch, an

; esp.,to hold out an...,to propose or suggest peacentake overtures of peace: from
ca. 1830. An olive branch being the symbol of peace.
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Olympian calm (or indifference); Olympian
pride (orscorn)

. Godlike calm or pride: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent. Olympus: the Greek heaven.

on...there can beno two opinions

. There is no room for doubt; the matter is perfectly clear: late C. 19-20.

on bended knee

; to thank God on bended knee(s)to pray thankfully, kneeling: C. 19—20n bendd
kneeis often used in contextgher than that of prayer.

*on his (or my oryour) own head be it!

He must suffer the coaguences: mid C. 19-20.

on more than one occasion

. More than once, several times; rather often: late C. 19-20.
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on one’s lawful occasions

. Seelawful occasions

on one’s mettle, to beor to put

. To be stirred or persuaded—to stir orquade someone—to do one’s utmost, one’s
best: mid C. 19-20.

on one’s native heath

. In one’s birthplace, one’s village or tovar district; where one is known: C. 20. ‘A
cricketer or footballer generally plays better on his native heath than away.’

*on pins and needles

. Extremely uneasy: C. 20. ‘He was on pins and needles: he did not know what to do no
could he guess what the enemy would do.’

on pleasure bent

. Seeking pleasure; eager to enjoy, seteajoying, oneself: C. 19-20. Cowpdnhn
Gilpin, ca. 1782, ‘Though on pleasure she was bent, she had a frugal mind’.
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*on speaking terms

; esp.,not to be..., either ‘not to know somebody well enough to do more than nod to
him’ or, generally, ‘no longeto speak to him, because afquarrel or a coldness’: from
ca. 1880.

*on tenterhooks, to be

. To feel very impatient; to be in a state of painful suspense: mid C. 19-20. ‘A young
author, until his book is accepted, istenterhooks.” With nerves taut.

on the fence

; esp.,to sit..., to associate oneself with neither party or side: late C. 19-20; mostly
political. One can tan jump down into the safer field.

on the horns of a dilemma

. Confronted with equally or almost equally awkward alternatives: late C. 19-20. From
logic, where the phrase="refuted by a dilemma’.

on the kneeqor lap) of the gods

. Dependent on the dispensation of Providence; in the future: C. 19-20. The O.E.D.
compare‘ﬂi‘:ﬂ'ﬁ'?‘lI &y yovvéor (on the knees of the gods).
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*on the qui vive

. Alert; on the alert, the look-ousharply watchful: C. 19-20. Froqui vive,a sentry’'s
cry of ‘who goes theregui va la?)

on the right side of the law

; esp.to keep...,to abide by the laws: late C. 19-20. Connotation: from policy (and only
just).

on the rocks (?)

. Destitute; penniless: colloquial: C. 20.

on the side of the angels, to be

. To take the more spiritugiew: from almost immediatelgfter Disraeli’'s speech at the
Oxford Diocesan Conference8@4, ‘The question is this: is man an ape or an angel? |,
my lord, am on the side of the angels.” (Benham.)

on the spot

. Present; there: late C. 19-20. ‘It's the man on the spot who gets the job.’ Lit., ‘in the
locality—at the very f@ce (of the context).
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*on the spur of the moment

. Impulsively; unthinkingly; in one’s excitement or emotion: late C. 19-20. ‘On the spu
of the moment, he told a foolish lie.’

on the threshold of life, to be

. At life’'s beginning: mid C. 19-20.—Cf. the commdiwreshold of manhoodyhen a
youth becomes a man.

on the tip of one’s tongue

. ‘It was on the tip of my tongue, and yet | couldn’'t remember.’—'He had it on thé tip o
his tongue, as | could see.” Mid C. 19-20. (In C. 18: at...)

on the wrong tack, to be

. To take a wrong line, to be on a wrong line, of action or conduct: C. 20. Nautical in
origin.

on unimpeachable authority

. From a sure source: C. 20n excellent authoritwas, in C. 19, held to be adequate.
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once and for all

is a cliché-elaboration ance for all,'finally; once and then it's done with’: C. 20.

one and all

. All, both collectively and individually: from ca. 1780. (The phrase has existed since
early C. 16: see O.E.D.)—Gdll and sundry andeach and every

‘one crowded hour of gbrious life (Is worth an
age without a name)’

is the second half of a quatrain, by Major Thomas MordaufithénEdinburgh Bee)ct.
12, 1791, and incorporated IScott in versesippearing ir0Old Mortality, 1816: mid C.
19-20.

one flesh, to be

. Seeof one flesh

one foot in the grave

; esp.,to have...,to be old and feeble; sometimes applied to a young or middle-aged
person suffering from caer, phthisis, or other grave malady: occurring in 1632, it was
not, | believe, a cliché before mid C. 19.
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one in a thousand

. An elect spirit, a very stadellow: colloquial: C. 20.

one knows very well

. A polite understatement of ‘Il am certain’ or ‘Absolutely everybody knows’: late €. 19
20.

‘one touch of nature makes the whole world
kin.’

Late C. 18-20. Shakespeaf@pilus and Cressidalll, iii. My brilliant friend Howard
Phillips (killed in action, Sept. 1918) parodied it thus to me between two grim battles on
the Somme (July-August, 1916):—'One touchNi¢tzsche makes the whole world sin.’

onerous duties ofpublic office, the

. A political and journalistic perennial of C. 20.

*only too glad (or happy or pleased to (do
something)to be

. This absurd C. 20 formula-cliché has bgmrticularly rife since ca. 1925.—Cf. the
next: in bothpnly toc= ‘extremely’.
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only too well did he(or she know that...

He knew, with a connotation of fatefulness or compulsion: late C. 19-20.

open-mouthed surprise (?)

. ‘He stood looking at it in (or, with) open-mouthed surprise.’ Late C. 19—-20.

open road, the

. (The pleasures of walking along) coyntroads: late C. 19-20.—Cf. E.V.Lucas’s
delightful The Open Road,899: its popularity has done much to fix the phrase.

*open secret, an

. A secret only in name: C. 19—-20. Benham alludes to Carlo GadkPiislico Secretoa
play translated (17§9%rom Calderon’sEl Secreto a Vocefthe noisy secretSecret de
deux, secret de Diesays a French proverb, to which, in 1927, | ventured to mdds
secret de trois, secret de tout le mande

or one will know the reason why

. ‘I'll finish this book by the Greek Kalends, | suppose—or my publishers will know the
reason why.’ Late C. 19-20.



A dictionary of Clichés 324

or words to that effect

. Or words of that generaignificance: C. 20. ‘He saishe was a mercenary whorer—o
words to that effect.’

orb of day, the

. The sun: C. 19-20; an obsolescent poetical and rhetorical cliché. Gray, 1757, ‘Think’st
thou yon sanguine cloud...has quench’d the Orb of Day?’

organ of the Presqor presg, an

. A newspaper: late C. 19-20. Hecegan=‘a means of communicationgf the Presss
descriptive or classificatory.

other things being equal

. Seeceteris paribus

‘ou sont les neiges d’antan?’

‘Where are the snows of yester year?'the best-known rendering (D.G.Rossetti'§) o
Villon’s famousBallade Des Dames du temps jadimm ca. 1880
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‘our rough island-story’

; or, more fully, hot once or twice in ourrough island-story|The path of duty was the
way to glory’, (TennysonQde on the Death of Wellingtoh852): from ca. 1870.

‘our withers are unwrung.’

We are not moved to pity: C. 19—20. Shakespeare, ‘It touches us not: let the galled jade
wince, our withers are unwrungdamlet,lll, ii).

out and about

. In the open air, and activapplied to a person after illsg or accident: colloquial: late
C. 19-20. Outside araboutone’s work or hobby.

out at elbows (?)

. To be ragged or obviously poor and in poor condition: from ca. 1840. From a coat worn
out at the elbows.

*out-Herod Herod, to

. To go to excess in evil oextravagance; ‘to be moreutrageous than the most
outrageous’: mid C. 19-20. Shakespedte,out-Herod’s Herod. Pray you avoid
it" (Hamlet, Ill, ii). Herod in the Mystery Plays was representas a blustering tyrant.
(O.E.D)
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out of one’s depth

. In an enterprise, a situatiom position, a task, a circlecanversation that is too difficul
for one: mid C. 19-20.

out of the blue

. Unexpectedly; unlooked for: C. 20.—@folt from the blue.

‘out of the mouths of babegoften misquoted as
fools) and sucklings

(with a significant pause): C. 19-2@salmsyiii. 2; Matthew,xxi. 16, ‘Out of the mouths

»
of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected pra Ex otOlarog vymiewv xal
Onralbvrov. .., from mouth of infants [etymologically, non-speakers] and [those] sucking
[at the breast]'.

*out of the wood (U.S.A.:wood9, (not) to be

. (Not) to be safe yet: mid C. 19-20. Mme D’Arblay, 1792, ‘Mr Windham says we are
not yet out of the wood, though we see the path through it’ (O.E.D.).

outbreak of hostilities, the

; esp.,on the...,at the beginning of a war: late C. 19-20.
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outstanding features

; esp.,one of the...,one of the prominent or conspicuous features: C. 20.

outstanding figure, an

. A prominent or pre-eminent person: from ca. 1890.

*over and above

. Over; in excess of, more than, besidesl&-20, though common as early as C. 16.

over and done with

. Finished; passed, past: C. 20. ‘Now that the war is over and done with, we may return to
normality.’

over and over again

. Many times; repeatedly: C. 19-20. Gillespie, 1637, ‘Upon this string they harp over and
over again’ (O.E.D.).
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over head and ears

; esp.,over head and ears in loveyery much in love: late CL8-20; recorded, as to the
longer phrase, in 1690, as to the shorter in C. 16.

overcome by emotion

. Seeemotion...

overwhelming force

; esp.jin... ‘The enemy came in overwimeing force.” Mid C. 19-20.

overwhelming odds, against

. Against circumstances far too difficult; esp., against an enemy or opponents numerically
much superior: late C. 19-20.

own flesh and bloodo be (one’s)

. To be one’s children or parents; to be close relativesiesteand blood
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*own master, to be one’s

. To have the control of oneself, to the exsibn of the power of others: late C. 19-20. ‘|
am my own master'=' myself (and no other) am master of what | do’; there is no
contrast with someone else’s master. (O.E.D.)

own worst enemy, to be one’s

. To be more harmful to oneself than anyone else is: C. 20. Applied esp. to drunkards anc
the feckless.

P

pageant of history, the

. History, regarded as a pagéalistory in its decorative and illustrative aspect (cf. the
idea behind Noel Coward'€avalcadg: late C. 19: mostly literary and educational.
Augustine Birrell, in ‘The Muse of History’ Qbiter Dicta, 1884—7), declares that
‘History is a pageant and not a philosophy’.

paid on the nail

. Seepay on the nail
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pains and penalties

. Suffering and punishment: a legal phrase that has, in mid C. 19-20, become a<liché.
Cf. trials and tribulations .

pale(s) into insignificance

. Become(s) insignificant, unimportant, @mparison with something else; late C-19
20.

*palmy days, in one’s(or its)

. In one’s prosperous, in its flourishing,ydalate C. 19—-20.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘In the
most high and palmy state of RomEfgmlet,l, i, 113).

palpable lie (occasionallyuntruth ), a

. An obvious or easily perceived lie: mid C. 19-20. One that can almost be felt (L.,
palpare,to touch softly).

Pandora’s box

. Some event, incident, action that releailssor benefits (the latter disappearirg)
generally the former: C. 19-20 (though comniorC. 17); obsolescent. From Classical
mythology.
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*par excellence

. Pre-eminently; superior to (and to the exclusion of) all others of that name or kind: C.
19-20. ‘Christians were once called Nazarenes; the Nazpaerexcellencavas Christ.’

A French phrase (L.per excellentiam;by excellency’) that gained much ground in
England during the Restoration.

paramount importance

. Seesupreme importance

parlous state

; esp.,in a... (As You Like ItJll, ii), ‘in a dangerous condition’, hence ‘in a perilous
situation’: C. 19-20.

*part and parcel

. ‘An essential or integral portion; something essentially belonging to arlarge
whole’ (O.E.D.): from ca. 1830; in C. 16—-1&)ymmon in its legal sense. ‘This being part
and parcel of my subject’ (1837).

parting of the ways, the

; esp.,at the...and come to the...to reach a point (in one’sfé or in an enterprise)ta
which one is compelled—or at which it aslvisable—to choose between two courdes o
action or behaviour: from ca. 1870. ‘Who hath not... Stood doubtful at the Parting of the
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Ways' (J.R.Lowell, in a poerthus entitled, 1869). Lit., the point at which a road divides
into two or more. (O.E.D.).

parting shot, a

. An effective remark that one makes as one is departing: late C. 19-20. A folk-
etymologizing ofParthian shot; Parthian horsemen used ‘fischarge their missiles
backwards while in real qretended flight' (O.E.D.).

passing belief

. Incredible: C. 19-20; obsolescemassingsurpassing'beyond the compass of’; a
participle used as a preposition.

passing fair

Very or exceedingly beautiful: C. 19-20; obsolescent.
Passingrpassingly‘surpassingly’; an adverb.

past and gone

. ‘Over and done with’ (g.v.); past and out of mind: C. 19-20.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘My
day’s delight is past, my horse is gongefius and Adonig80).

*patience of Job, the

. Pre-eminent forbearance ornfgsuffering: C. 19-20. Fielding, 1749, ‘You would
provoke the patience of Job’ (©D.). The patriarch Job (who also typifies destitutams:
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poor as Job bore his trials with exemplary patiendéere is no such phrase in the Bible;
the Book of Job does not contain the wpadience

pay (someonepack—or simplyto pay—in his
own coin, to

. To treat him as he has treated oneselfetaler tit for tat: mid C. 18-20. Lit., in the
same currency or in coins of the same denomination.

pay on the nalil, to

. To pay immediately a sum is due or awmdite is received: C18-20, thouglcommon
in C. 17. Origin obscure; perhaps from flipping a coin with (and from off) one’s nail to a
pot-boy.

*pay the piper (and call the tune), to

. To pay the expenses (or the loss) incurratl-afor the longer phrase—say what is to be
done: mid C. 18-20. Lit, to pay the piper for his piping at a dance.

pay up and look pleasant, to

. To pay cheerfully: C. 20.—Cfrin and bear it.

peace be on higor her) ashes!; peace to his...!

, may he be at peace in his grave, foidkserves it!: mid C. 19-20. A commendatidn o
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merit.

peace in our time

. Freedom from war during our lifetime: €0, but esp. since September, 1938.

peace that passeth all understanding, @r the)

. A sense of peace and security: mid C. 19-20. An adaptation of ‘The peace of God,
which passeth all understanding®Hlippians, iv. 7): 7 dem 708 Ocod,

éﬂa@éxma YCU¥, the un-disturbedness [tranquillity] of [=given by] God,
surpassing [being beyond] the reasoning iisgc#\ wit described te Munich agreement
between Hitler and Chamberlain as ‘tieace that passedli understanding’.

peace with honour

. Recorded as early as 1650, it was ylapzed—and virtually made a clichésy-
Disraeli when, in 1878, he returned from the Congress of Berlin. (Benham).

pearls before swine

. Seecast peatrls...

*peg to hang(somethingpn, a

. An opportunity; a pretext or excuse; a theme: mid C. 19-20. ‘War provides many pegs
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to hang articles on.’

Pelion on Ossa

. Seepile...

penny plain, twopence(or tuppence coloured

. Plain and unpretentious, adorned (or eniffedid) and vivid: from ca. 1890. In 1884,
R.L.Stevenson entitled an ess&ayPenny Plain and Twopence Colourédul reference to
prints in black and white and in (those and) other colours.

perfidious Albion

. Treacherous or deliberately faithlesggiamd: mid C. 19-20. A translation Iaf perfide
Albion, which occurs in a poem published in 1821 though probably known a lustrum o
even a decade earlier. Bossuet, ca. 1668, s@oken, in a sermon, of ‘la perfide
Angleterre’. (Benham.)

perform (or do) yeoman service, to

. To do efficient, useful work, render good service: C. 19-20. Recorded for 1613; in
1602, Shakespeare hgsoman’s service'Such as is rendered by a faithful servaft o
good standing’ (O.E.D.).

persistent rumour, a, persistent rumours

. A rumour or rumours that do not die down; constantly repeated rumours: late C. 19-20.
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*persona grata

. A person (or personage) acceptable to one or many: mid C. 19-20. ‘Count X was
persona grataat the Court.” From diplomatic phraseology. Lit., ‘a person pleasing (to
another)’.

personal affront

. An affront or insult aimed at an individual: C. 20. ‘Hitler regarded the boarding of the
Altmark as a personal affront.’

personal attack

. An attack, bodily or witten (or spoken): late .9-20.—Cf. the preceding.

personal factor, the; personal factors

. Human nature; the human element; human feelings, emotions, opinions: C. 20. ‘Before
Ruskin, the personal factor was ignored by economists.’

pet aversion, one’s

. Seebéte noire
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Pheoenix-like (or like the PhoeniX from the
ashes, to rise

. To spring from the ruins or ashes of aner its predecessor: used by Shakespeare in
1591, but not a cliché until ca. 1870. From that fabled bird the Phoenix, which, burnt,
emerges from its ashes to cycles of renewed life.

pick and choose, to

. To choose or select fastidiously (v. intransitive): reedrébr 1665 (O.E.D.), but not a
cliché until ca. 1720. A C. 18 variant waisk and cull

pick of the bunch, the

. The best of a group of persons, a sethatch of things: colloquial: C. 20. Rathe
commoner thatthe best of the bundnd the much oldehe pick of the basket

pick up the threads, to

. To resume a piece of work (e.g., a book)an occupation &dr an appreciablero
considerable absence: C. 20. ‘After the warwill pick up thethreads precisely a$ i
there has been no interruption.” Fromicking up—resuming—a discourser o
conversation.
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picture of health, the (very)

. A very symbol or emblem of good health: from ca. 1880nch,1871, ‘He looks the
picture of health’ (O.E.D.).

pile Pelion on Ossa

. To heap, excessively or outrageously, ¢lieg upon another: late C. 18-20. Pelion,
now Zagora. is a high Thessalian mountain that is the continuation of Ossa (now
Kissovo). An allusion to Virgil'ster sunt conati imponere Pelio Ossg@eorgics, I,

281), ‘thrice did they strive to set Pelion on Ossa’. Horace’s varidhlisn imposuisse
Olympo(Odes, Ill, iv, 52).

*pillar of the church, a

. A main or enthusiastic suppertof a particular church Church)of the Church in
general: C. 19-20. There are anticipations in C. 14 (see O.E.D.) &uldtians,ii. 9,

‘James, Cephas [Simon], and John, who seemed to be pi||atﬂﬁ,"lﬂ£; Gibbon
speaks of ‘the scourge of Arianism’ asragalso ‘the pillar of the orthodox faith’.

pious fraud, a

. ‘A deception practised for the furtherancewdfat is considered good object; esp. fo
the advancement of religion’ (O.E.D.): mid C. 19-20. A translation of Frénacile
pieuse
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piping times of peace, the

; esp.jn the..., in peacetime, when people amuse themselves paitoral pipes instead
of martial drums and fifes): late C. 18-20. An allusion to Shakespeare’s ‘in this weak
piping time of peace'Richard Ill, 1, i, 24).

pity of it (1), the

. A most regrettable, sad, shameful state of affairs!: late C. 19-20.

*place in the sun, a

. ‘Ma place au soleil’ occurs in C. 17 (Pasdaénsées but the English phrase did not
become a cliché until ca. 1880. A variant is Hitlet'sbensraum,living room’, as
though there were ng@ienty of space for hinn that place to which he belongs. In 1926,
Mr Anthony Eden published, iRlaces in the Surhis thoughts on the subject in its
political aspects.

*plague, to avoid like the;to shun as one would
the plague

. To avoid a person as though he had—a thing as if it were—the bubonic plague: late C.
19-20.
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play fast and loose (with), to

. To repudiate obligations that one acknowledges before and after; to be fickle,
inconstant, unreliable (towards another person): common from mid C. 16; a cliché in C.
18-20.

play the devil with, to (colloquial)

. To make havoc with, to ruin, to cause much trouble to: C. 19-20. l.e.,tto ac
diabolically.

*play the game, to

. To act honourably; to be ‘a decent fellowdte C. 19-20. ‘Men do not talk about thei
honour nowadays—they call it “playing the gameThe Daily ChronicleMay 2, 1904
(O.E.D.).

play the sedulous ape

. Seesedulous ape

play to the gallery, to

. To play a game, to talk, to demordé, so as to win applause (contriastm spirit):
late C. 19-20.
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play with edged tools, to

. To play with danger—fool about with dangerous persons—employ dangerous means,
which may injure him who uses them: late C. 18-20. Eaduyge-toolsformerly knives
or swords, now chisels, planes, axes, etc.

play with fire, to

. To trifle with danger, ‘esp. at the risk oforal disaster’ (O.E.D.); esp. applied to men
and women in their sentimental attachmetdse C. 19-20. See, e.g., Kipling’s ‘His
Wedded Wife' inPlain Tales,1888.

plot thickens, the

. The plot or action becomes more complexntense: mid C. 19-20. Villiers, 1671, uses
it literally of a dramatic plot.

plough the sands, to

. To engage in fruitless labour; to make a useless or a foredoomed effort: C. 18-20; first
in Greene, 1590 (O.E.D Benham gives it a® plough the sands and sow the waves;

does not mention that the original of theolr phrase is the Latin proverbial saying,
arare litus,which Ovid uses twice.

pluck out the heart of a(or the) mystery, to

. To solve a mystery, detect a subtle crime: late C. 19-20.
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plunge heavily, to

. To gamble or speculate heavily: late C. 19-20.

plus ¢ca change, plus ¢a resteremains]jla
méme chose

. Late C. 19-20. An adaptation plus..., plus c’est., ‘the more it changes, the more it is
the same thing’, Alphonse Karr, ires Guépes]an. 1849. (Karr wrote a delightful book
entitledVVoyage autour de mon jardjn

point-blank refusal, a

. A very blunt or direct refusal: late C. 19-20.

police have the matter well in hand (and an
arrest is expected at any moment), the

. Journalistic: C. 20.

pomp and circumstance

. Splendour of the whole and magnificencetltd details: mid C. 19-20. The title of a
celebrated musical compositiddthello, Il iii.
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pomps and vanities

. Worldly shows and personal vanity: from c830. In the Catechism (C. of E.), it is ‘the
pomps and vanity of this wicked world’.

pool our (oryour ortheir) resources, to

. To share, and utilize in common, the resesrfrom all quarters; or even between two
persons: C. 20. Fromool, ‘a combine’.

poor but honest

(when used facetiously). Since d®10. It partly owes its rise (to the rank of cliché) to a
popular ballad.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘My friends were poor but horfegts Well Tha
Ends Well], iii).

poor thing, but mine own,—(’tis) a

. A mid C. 19-20 misquotation-cliché from Sleakeare’s ‘An ill-favoured thing, sir, but
mine own’ (Touchstone concerning AudreyAs You Like ItyV, iv.)

popular member(s) of the younger set

. A C. 20 American journalistic counter.
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possess one’s soul in patience, to
. To be patient: C. 19-20. A misapprehensiohwie,xxi. 19, ‘In your patience possess

ye your souls’, i.e., win them, come into possession of 1'§Vrm ﬁnﬂlﬂﬂm

- ] L3 -
'5#‘-0"' ’“’iamﬁa Tag Wz&g vpaw?, g, your steadfast endurance, win you
souls’.

possible sympathy, allor, loosely every

. ‘He showed the widow aplossible sympathy.’ C. 20.

[post haste(adverb)

. With all possible speed; with the utmost expedition: C. 19-20. But if treated as one
word, it is obviously not a cliché.]

postpone(oftenput off) the evil hour, to

. To defer an unpleasant task or experience: late C. 19-20.

pound of flesh, one’s

; esp..to ask or demand or exact or want..., to ask, want, or exact one’s dues (esp., in
money): from ca. 1870. In allusion to Shakeare’s ‘The pound of flesh which | dengan
of him... 'tis mine, and | will have it' (Shylock ithe Merchant of Venicdy, i, 99).
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*pour oil on troubled waters, to

. ‘To appease strife or disturbance’: mid X3-20. ‘In allusion to the effect of oil upon
the agitated surface of water’ (O.E.D.).

power behind the throne, the

. Applied to a person that, unobtrusively, sways the king or queen, as Rasputin did the
last Czar: late C. 19-20.

*powers that be, the

. Those in authority (in a specified matteldte C. 19-20. ‘The powers that be are
ordained of God’Romansxiii. 1).

praise to the skies, to

. To praise venhighly; to eulogize extravagantly: mid C. 19-20. (Earlextol to the
skies)

prancing steed(s)

. A poetical and rhetorical cliché of mid C. 18-20; now only jocular.
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preconcerted arrangement, a

. An arrangement made beforehand; esp., a carefully made one: late C. 19-20.

prepared to say(or state), to be

. To state firmly; often little more than ‘to state’: public speakers’: C. 20.~&2fture...

present(someoneyvith a token of one’s esteem,
to

. To make somebody a presentation: late C. 19-20. This token (witness Sullivan) is as
popular in the U.S.A. as in the British Empire.

*pretty kettle of fish, a (colloquial)

. A disagreeable state of things, a predicammanmuddle, ‘a lovely mess’: C. 19-20.
Fielding, 1742.

prey on one’s mind, to

. To worry extremely, to influence deleteriously: from ca. 1880, though current eighty
years earlier.
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prick up one’s ears, to

. To become attentive (and then listen carefully): C. 19—20. From a horse on the alert.

pride of place

. Ostentatious pride of pogitn (or occasionally of rank): mid C. 19-20.—Cf. the Biblical
pride of life Lﬁ &.J.CICGFEI':G ToU Biov: superbia vitee)

*prime of life, the

; esp.,in the..., at the most vigorous period kifie: mid C. 19-20. In C. 1#the prime 6
age

primrose path (of dalliance), the

. The longer phrase is a quotation frétamlet, |, iii: C. 19—-20; the shorter is a cliché o
mid C. 19-20.

principalities and powers

. Sovereigns and political officials or great men: C. 19-20. Hritus, iii. 1, ‘Put them in
mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every

good work’: ﬁgxmg xal éovolatg, ‘to rulers and earthly powers’.
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*pro bono publico

. For the public good: C. 19-20: political and sociological. Much used by writers to the
Press. Originally a legal phrase.

proclaim upon (or from) the house-tops, to

. To make public proclamation or profession: mid C. 19-20. ‘Proclaim upon the house-
tops’ is the R.V. reading dflatthew,x. 27.

progressive and enlightened policy, a

. Late C. 19-20: political and journalistic.

prolonged absence; a p.a

. An extended—hence simplylong—absence: C. 20.

prominent citizen, a

; prominent citizens, Distinguished persons, regarded civically: from ca. 1890.
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promise

. Seefull and hearty...

‘proper study of mankind is man, the.’

Pope,An Essay on MarEpistle Il (1733): C. 19-20. A translation from the Fren€h o
Pierre Charron (T 1603). (Benham.)

prophet without honour (in his own country), a

. A mid C. 19-20 cliché adapted from ‘A prophgtot without honour, save in his own
country, and in his own houseéViatthew,xiii. 57).

proud parents

(generic or, witlthe, particular). Journalistiand domestic: late C. 19-20.

prunes and prism (incorrectly,prisms)

. Applied to a prim, affected manner of spieak from ca. 1880; hence to superficial
accomplishments: C. 20. Dickertsttle Dorrit, 1855—7, in Part Il, ch. v.
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psychological data

. Facts requisite for psychological reseamh analysis: from ca. 1910: originally,
academic; now also literary.

psychological moment

. Seeat the...

public-school spirit, the

. The spirit inculcated byublic-school education and environment: from ca. 1916.
Kipling, 1899 (O.E.D.).

*pukka sahib, the

. A true gentleman (not merely a poor, lggrted ‘Nature’s gentleman’): Regular Army’s

and ruling classes’: from ca. 1910. Now oft@cular or sarcastic, as in ‘I found him
quite a pleasant change after all the regimental hearties and terribly pukka little sahibs
who seem to come hese much’ (Hugh ClevelyThe Wrong Murdererga. 1938).

pull one’s weight, to

. To do a fair share of the work; to merit osigalary or wages: from ca. 1918. Not to be a
passenger: boating (or rowing) phraseology.
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pull the chestnuts out of the fire, to

. To do the illicit or dangerous work for someone else: late C. 19-20. Adumbrations in C.
17-18. From the fable of the monkey that used the cat’s paw to pull chestnuts out of the
fire.

pull the strings, to

. To control affairs; to be the actual operator of what is ostentatiously or apparently done
by another: from ca. 1880; originally andlgtiainly political. From puppetry. (O.E.D.)

pure and simple; purely and simply

. Without addi. tion, qualification, modifit@n; mere and sheer: late C. 19-20. ‘It's
nonsense pure and simple.’

purple, in the; born in (orto) the purple

, born in a Royal or noble (or, even, wealthy and distinguished) family; born to power:
from ca. 1870.—Cfthe purple,imperial or Royal rank’.

pursuit of happiness, the

. Active search for—a striving to attain—happiness: late C. 19-20.
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push and go

. Enterprising energy; vigorous perseverance: colloquial: C. 20. ‘He has plenty of push
and go.’

put a good face (up)on, to

. 'To make (a matter) look well; to assume or maintain a bold bearing (with regard to)"
from ca. 1880. (O.E.D.)

put a spoke in soneone’s wheel, to

. To circumvent, thwart, or hinder him (or it): C. 17-18, but not a clmgfére C. 19.
‘Capitalists...were trying to put apske in the wheel of SocialismThe Mancheste
Examiner,1885 (O.E.D.)Spokea bar.

*put all one’s eggs in one basket, to

. To risk all one’s money (and property) é&nsingle venture; to trust to one source o
means: late C. 19-20.

put back the clock, to

. To put back the hand of time: C. 20. ‘There is no putting back the clock: life and events
are inexorable.’
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put down one’s foot, to

; generallyput one’s foot down, to To take a firm stand with regard to anothen's o
other people’s behaviour, policy, actions: from ca. 1890.

put (a person)n good heart, to (?)

. To succeed in encouriag him or cheeng him up: lateC. 19-20.

put off

. Seepostpone...

put on one’s thinking (or considering) cap, to

. To take time to consider a matter: C. 20.

put one’s best foot forward, to

. To do one’s utmost to succeed: mid C. 19 \2f}iants were current in late C. 16—-18.

put (orsef) one’s hand to the plough, to

. To undertake something difficult or long do: C. 18-20. In C. 16-17, mainly in
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allusion toLuke,ix. 62, ‘No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is
1 - - ]
fit for the kingdom of God’: EmPaldy Ty zel@ girob én

@MEG”'—CL Zthe next entry but one.

put one’s pride in one’s pocket, to

. To suppress one’s pride; to ignore an insult or a humiliation: from ca. 1890.

put (occasionallysel one’s shoulder to the
wheel, to

. To go, set oneself, vigorously to work:dnC. 18-20. From assisting a wheeled vehicle
to proceed.

put pen to paper, to

. To begin to write (esp., a letter, an @d): from ca. 1880;lghtly obsolescent.

put the cart before the horse, to

. Seecart...

put through the mill, to

. To compel a person to leay experience: fronsa. 1840. From grain that is milled.
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put too fine a point on it, to

. Seenot to put...

put words into the mouth of (orinto someone’s
mouth), to

. To tell or suggest to him what he is to say: C. 19-20.—&arduelxiv. 3, ‘'So Joab
put the words in her mouth’.

Pyrrhic victory, a

. A victory as disastrous to the victors aghe vanquished: late C. 19-20. King Pyrrhus,
victorious at Asculum, 269 B.C., ‘Anotheauch victory and we are lost’; Herodotus

¥
records, as a proverbial sayitdpeio Y%7 3 cadmeean victory’. (Benham.)

Q

Q.E.D.

(in non-geometrical contexts). Lit.,, ‘which had to be pl provequofl era
demonstrandumn Euclidean geometryjreely, ‘there’s your problem solved!: C. 20.
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‘quality of mercy is not strained, the.’

One must not be niggardly in clemency or kindliness: C. 19-20. Shakespéare,
Merchant of Venicdy, i.

guarrel with one’s bread and butter, to

. To speak ill of one’s livelihood: common from ca. 1730; in C. 19-20, a cliché.

queer fish, a(colloquial)

. A strange, odd, or mysterious fellow: C. 19-20.

gueer the pitch, to(colloquial)

. To spoil things: late C. 19-20. From one cheapjack spoiling another’s mgitkbtis
here a cheapjack’s or costermonger’s stand.

‘quem deus vult perdere, prius dementat.’

Whom the god wishes to destroy, he first makes mad: C. 19-20.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 357

‘quis custodiet ipsos custodes?’

Who will watch over the wardens themseRewx who will supervise the supervisers?:
mid C. 19-20. From Juvend&atires,VI, 347-8.

quite frankly | should (or shouldn't)...

An introductory formula: late C. 19-20. Almost="you ought to...’

quite providential
; esp.jitis (or was)... Itis very lucky; it's aaxtremely lucky chancéate C. 19-20.
*quite the opposite(incipient) andquite the
reverse (fully qualified; incipientlyvery much

the reversg

. The opposite; the reverse: C. 20.

‘quorum pars magna fui.’

Lit., ‘of which events | was an important pattence, ‘in which events | was a principal
participator: mid C. 19-20. Virgil,/Eneid, Il, 6. Neatly varied in the Preface to
G.V.Carey’'sMind the Stop1939.
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‘quoth the raven, (“Nevermore”).’

From Edgar Allan Poe'The Raven]l845: a literary cliché since ca. 1880.

R

Rabelaisian humour

. A mid C. 19-20 literary cliché, often used by book-reviewers who have not read thei
Rabelais. A coarse, extragant humour and wit.

race iIs to the swift, the

. An adaptation (mid C. 19-20) of ‘The ramenot to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong’ Ecclesiastesx. ).

*rack and ruin

; esp.,to go to r. and r., (of a building, a farm, etc.) to fall into ruinous disrepair o
neglect: late C. 18-20, though recorded so early as 1599 (O.EBdaR-wrack or wreck
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rack one’s brains(or memory), to

. Seecudgel...

radiantly happy

. So happy that one’s face glswloosely, veryhappy: from ca. 180. ‘The bride was
radiantly happy.’

rags and tatters, in

. In tattered clothing: C. 19-20. From early C. 17.

*rain cats and dogs, to

. ‘It was raining cats and dogs, so | didn’t go out.” Recorded for 1738 (O.E.D.); cliché in
mid C. 19-20.

rain (or heavy rain) interrupted the festivities

. American journalists’: late C. 19-20. (Sullivan.)
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rain or shine

. Lit., whether it rains or shines, i.e., no matter what the weather: mid C. 19—-20.—Fig., no
matter what happens; in any case2Q. ‘I'll be there, rain or shine.’

rake’s progress, the

. A rake’'s progressive—i.e., onward—course in dissipation (and evil); his downward
path: mid C. 18-20. William Hogarth’s famous series ofpailtings so entitled (cf. his
‘The Harlot's Progress’) appeared ca. 1724.

rank and file, the

. Ordinary people, without high rank or gopdsition or wealth: from ca. 1880. E.g., the
rank and file of a political party. Fromehmilitary sense of the phrase: privates and
corporals.

rank treason

. Gross treason; utter treason: mid C. 18-20. Recorded for 1766 (ORabk)heresyis
(C. 18-20) on the border-line.

rap on the knuckles, a(figurative)(?)

. A reprimand: C. 20.
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rapid stream of time, the (?)

. The swift passage of time: C. 20

rara avis

and its translationa rare bird (‘You're a rare bird, these days’): respectively C. 18-20
(obsolescent) and C. 19-20he original is Juvenal’sara avis in terris, nigroque
simillima cygno Satire VI, 165, (‘a ne bird upon the eartland exceedingly like a black
swan’, Benham).—Cfwhite blackbird

rash act, a

. A hasty (and foolish) act; a reckless act: C. 19-20.

rattling good yarn, a

. A most readable story, adventurous or packed with incident: from ca. 1870. No
disguised propaganda nor psychological study.

ravening wolves (?)

. Persons as greedy and cruel as wolves: C. 19-20. In allusidattioew,vii. 15, ‘False

ra
prophets...inwardly...ravening wolvesAUX0L &g:‘:ﬂ}’&g, greedy wolves'.



A dictionary of Clichés 362

raze to the ground, to

. To destroy (towns or buildings) completely: mid C. 19-20. Gibbon, 1781, ‘The
fortifications were razetb the ground’ (O.E.D.).

read between the lines, to

. To discern a hidden meaning in words or writings; to discover a meaning or purpose no
explicit, not obvious: from ca. 1880.

‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest.’

Read carefully and, having learnt it, assimilate it: C. 19-T¢ Book of Common
Prayer, Collect for the 2n&Gunday in Advent.

read the riot act, to (?)

. To put (a person or persons) to order;declare that a certain course of actian o
conduct must cease: from ca. 1925. The Riot Act was made law ca. 1720.

ready for the fray

. Seeeager for the fray.
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ready response, a

. A prompt response: late C. 19: mostly journalistic. ‘The appeal for funds met with a
ready response.’

ready to drop in one’s tracks

. 'He was exhausted—ready to drop in his tracks.’ Late C. 19-20. From hunted animals.

*really and truly

. Very; indeed; certainly or positivelyreally and truly!)yes, it's true!: colloquial: from
ca. 1880. ‘Really and truly, he was sorry for what he had done.’

receive every consideration, to

. To be solicitously treated: C. 20.

record for all time, a

. A lasting—a permanent—record: from ca. 1880.—Cf. Youridight Thoughts,In
records that defy the tooth of time’.
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red-letter day, a

. An important or memorabldprtunate or prosperous, or very happy day: C. 19-20.
From the ecclesiastical sense (a saint’s day).

*red rag to a bull, a

. ‘Communism to him was like a red rag to a bull’: it infuriated him, as a red rag does a
bull: late C. 19-20.

red ruin

. Destruction by fire and massacre: fraza. 1870; slightly obsolescent. Tennyson,
‘Guinevere’ (420-21) indylls of the King,'The children born of thee are sword and
fire,|Red ruin, and the breaking up of laws’.

reduced to a skeleton

. (Much) emaciated: C. 20.—Cf. that battered sinzikethin as a rake

refined irony

. Subtle and/or delicate irony: from ca. 1880.
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regrettable affair (orincident), a

; esp.,a most...,an unfortunate incident: late C. 19-20.

reliable source, a

; esp.,from..., authoritative, dependable, accurdafe:20. ‘The infemation does not, |
fear, come from &eliable source.’

reply in the affirmative (or the negative, to

; the answer is in... To reply Yes (or No); the answer is Yes (or No): from ca. 1880.
Before thatanswer..was the usual form.

*representations are(or were) being made,or
were made

. A protest or expostulation is (or was) mgde being made); the case is being formally
put: a diplomatic formula (late C. 17-mid 19) that is, in C. 20, a political and journalistic
cliché.

resist to the death, to

. To resist even unto death, death being no deterrent: C. 20.
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resplendent uniform, a

. A bright and splendid uniform: from ca. 1880; slightly obsolescent.

rest in peace, to

. To rest quietly, undisturbed: jocular: late C. 19-20. FronRthé®. (requiescat in pace,
may he rest in peace!) of tombstones.

‘rest is silence, (and) the.’

Mid C. 19-20. Shakespeatgamlet,V, ii.

rest (up)on one’s laurels, to

. To be content with one’s success; to be no longer actively ambitious: from ca. 1870.
With reference to an athletvictor’s prize-laurels.

resume one’s customary avocations, to

. To return to one’s usual occupation or employment: from ca. 1880; slightly obsolescent.
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retort courteous, the

. A courteous retort or reply: C. 19-20. In allusionA® You Like ItV, iv, ‘The retort
courteous...the lie direct’ (six types of retort).

return to one’s vomit, to

. To backslide into one’s evil and disgusting ways; to relapse into sin: C. 18-20; now
literary. 2Peter,ii. 22, ‘But it is happened untoeim according to the true proverb, The
dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire’.

return to the charge, to(figuratively)

. To try again, make another attempt; topen a subject, renew a complaint: late G- 19
20.

return to the fold, to

. ‘The sinner, repenting, returned to the fold.” Applied to a spiritual or intellectual estray:
C. 19-20. Perhaps in allusiondohn,x.

revenons a nos moutons!

Let us return to our sheep, i.e., to #gject in hand: C. 19-20. (The facetidesus
return to our muttonss itself almost a cliché of mid C. 19-20.) From the return-to-earth
(and their duties) of amorous shepherds and shepherdesses in French pastoral poetry of
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17-18.

*rich beyond the dreams of avarice

. Immensely rich; a multi-millionaire; also, ecstatically happy [in context of felicity]: C.
19-20. Edward Moore, ‘I am rich beyond the dreams of avaritbe (Gamester,
produced in 1753: Il, ii); Dr. Johnson, 1781, ‘The potentiality of growing rich beyond the
dreams of avarice’. (Benham.)

richin...

Seethis world’s goods

ride rough-shod over, to

. To tyrannize over; to treat without consideration: mid C. 19-20. From horses with shoes
that have projecting nail-heads. (O.E.D.)

rift within the lute, a

. A hint of quarrels or trouble to come; ankar sign of incompatibility: from ca. 1880.
An adaptation of Tennyson’s ‘It is the little rift within the lute,| That by and by will...
slowly silence all’, ‘Merlin and Vivien’ (1869), lines 388-90,ldylls of the King

right and proper

. Correct and seemly, in moral or behavouristic context; oféen right and properiate
C. 19-20.
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right royal

; esp.,to have a right royal time, a splendid or thoroughly enjoyable time: colloquial:
late C. 19-20

right side

. Seeon the right side

‘rigour of the game, the.’

Applied, since ca. 1830, togame played fairly but in stt accordance with the rules.
From Lamb’s ‘Mrs Battle’s Opinions on Whist’, EBssays of Elial820-22. ‘Next to he
devotions’, she ‘loved a good game of whist’. Bridge-players will note thdbskdthe
game.

ring down the curtain, to

. To close the proceedings; wite finis: late C. 19—20. ‘To direct (a theatre-curtain) to
be ...letdownby making a belling’ (O.E.D.).—Cf.world’s a stage

riotous living

. Extravagant and dissolute, very gay living: C. 19-20. Recorded by the O.E.D. for 1389.
Oftenwaste one’s substancwith riotous living, as inLuke,xv. 13.
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rise as one man, to

. To stand up simultaneously, as if the crowd were one man: late C. 19-20.

rise Phoenix-like

. SeePhcenix-like

rise with the lark, to

. To rise with the sun; to rise early: C. 19-20. Lyly, 1580, ‘Go to bed with the lamb, and
rise with the lark’ (O.E.D.).

risk life and limb, to

. To risk death or the loss (or serious injury) of a limb: from ca. 18#&)gnd limb
current since C. 17).

road to perdition (orruin), the

. The path of folly and sin: mid C. 19-20; late C. 19—-20. An English proverb runs, ‘The
road to ruin is in good repair; the travellers pay the expense of it'.
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roar a welcome, to

. ‘The milling crowd roared a welcome to &evelt.” A C. 20 American cliché, esp.
among journalists. (Sullivan.) And why, by the way, are there alwaiféng crowds’ in
the U.S.A. of C. 20?

*roast beef of old England, the

. English roast beef; beef as an English national dish: C. 19-20. FieldimbeiRoat
Beef of Old Englandza. 1740, cries, ‘Oh! the roast beef of Old England!|And oh! the old
English roast beef!’ (Benham).

*rob Peter to pay Paul, to

. To take from one person in order to pay another; to incur a debt in order to pay an
earlier debt: from ca. 1400: a cliché in C. 18-20. Origin dubious.

rod in pickle, a

; esp.,to have a...,to intend to, be ready to, punish someone: late C. 18-20. From rods
kept in lye, which preserves their chastising virtue.

*Roland for an Oliver, a

. A fair exchange; an equal reciprocation; ‘as good as one gets’; tit for tat: late C. 18—20.
Two celebrated knightérimi inter pares)in La Chanson de Rolarahd other medieval
romances.
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rolling wave, the

. The sea; the ocean. ‘Life on the rolling wave.’ Mid C. 19-20; obsolescent.

Roman virtue

. Stern Roman courage and fortity@@tus Romana)literary: C. 19—20; obsolescent.

root and branch (adverb), thoroughly, utterly

; esp.,destroy somethingoot and branch, to destroy it utterly, with the connotatiof o
not only destroying the thing itself but also of preventing or counteracting its evil effects:
the shorter, late C. 17-20; the longer, mid C. 19-20. In allusibtatachi, iv. I.

*root of all evil, the

. Money: mid C. 19-20. Based on a misapprehensionTahbthy,vi. 10, ‘The love &
money is the root of all evil’, where the stress idawe

root of the matter, the

. The quintessence or the most important part or aspect: mid C. 19-20. Originally in
allusion toJob, xix. 28, ‘Seeing the root of the matter is found in the’.
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‘rooted in dishonour’

; or in full, ‘his honour rooted in dishonour stood’ (And faith unfaithful kept him
falsely true): from ca. 1880. Tennyson, ‘Lancelot and Elaime’ §71-2), published in
1869 inldylls of the King

*rose betweentwo thorns, a

. A proverbial saying, but so hackneyed in C. 19-20 as to be a cliché during that period.

‘roses and raptures (of vice), the.’

From ca. 1870.—Sdéies and languors

rotten to the core

. Utterly corrupt, morally, politically, socially, or personally: C. 19-20. ‘He is rotten at
the core, and his soul is dishone&18 (O.E.D.). From rotten fruit.

rough and ready

. (Of things) only just good enough: mid C. 19-20.—(Of way, manner, method, etc.)
effective though unskilful or inelegant: from ca. 1870.
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rough and tumble, a (?)

. A scuffle; a disorderly set-to: from ca. 1890.

*rough diamond, a

. An uncouth person (usually, male) with much ability and/dreart of gold: from ca.
1890. Cf. Dryden’s famous descriptiongaflished Chaucer aa rough diamond’!

rough idea, a

. ‘He asked me to give him a gl idea of what | wanted.” Herepugh="approximate’,
‘fairly accurate (though not detailed)ydequate—not final’. Late C. 19-20.

round dozen, a

. A full dozen; neither more nor less than a dozen, an exact dozen: C. 18-20; reaorded fo
ca. 1572 (O.E.D.).—Cin round numbers.

round oath, a

. A downright oath; an oath not toned down; a hearty oath: from ca. 1840. Dickens, 1843,
‘To swear a few round oaths’ (O.E.D.).
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rousing cheers

. Loud, hearty, stirrig cheers: C. 20.

royal road to success, the

. The highway—thdestroad (hence, way)—to success; #moothhence easy, wayro
method: late C. 19-20.

rub (a personjhe wrong way, to

. To irritate, annoy, or offend him: from the 1880’s. From rubbing a cat’s hair the wrong
way.

*ruin stared him in the face (actual cliché)

; he was faced with ruin (potential). His ruin was obvious to him, and imminent:
respectively from ca. 1820 and from ca. 1890.

rule the roost, to (?)

. To be, rather ostentatiously, obviously aorogantly, the dominant person, the person in
effective charge: colloquiaC. 20. From the farmyard.
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ruling precedent, a

. A precedent that constitutes a rule; a precetteat determines a lej an important and
accepted precedent: late C. 19-20.

rumour hath it (that...)

. Itis rumoured that...: late C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.

run amuck, to (figurative)

. To act with extreme folly or recklessness;act wildly, veryextravagantly: from ca.
1880. From Malayamogq,‘indiscriminately murderous’.

run one’s head against a stone wall, to

. To ignore facts, essay the obviousiypossible, oppose fate or pre-dominant
circumstance: C. 20.

run to earth, to

. To catch or find (something) after a losgarch: from ca. 1880. From chasing a fox to
its earth.
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run to seed, to

. To become slack physically or mentally; deteriorate or degenerate: late C. 19-20.
From farming or gardening.

*run with the hare and hunt with the hounds,
fo

. To associate oneself with both parties to a war, a quarrel or a contract: a proverbial
saying (C. 15 onwards), which in late C. 19-20 is fairly to be classified as a cliché.

runs in the blood, (generally)it

. It is hereditary in the family or, less often, characteristic of the nation specified: mid C.
18-20. ‘Cruelty runs in the Tartar blood.’

rus in urbe

. Country in town; a rural et within a city; a garden suburb: mid C. 18-20. Martial,
Epigrams, XIl, lvii, 12: but no longer apprehded as a quotation—except by Classical
scholars.

Russian Bear, the

. Russia or the Soviet; the Russian nation personified: journalistic: late C. 19-20. The
Russian bear is one of theekror four chief kinds of bear.
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S

sackcloth and ashes

; esp.,in sackcloth and ashes,abjectly penitent or, mo only occasionally, grief-
stricken: late C. 18-20. Biblically, clothes of sackcloth and ashes sprinkled on the head
conventionally and ritualistically betokeshepenitence or lamentation: as, e.g,, in

Matthew,xi. 21, ‘They would have repented long ago in sackcloth and astiésr: av

év adqu" xal ﬂ'ﬁoaq.l Uetevonoay ‘they would long ago have changed the inne
man—the soul—in sacking and ashes’.

sacred edifice, aorthe

. A (or the) church: C. 19-20. John Gloag crystallizes its ‘clichéness’ in his distinguished
novel, Sacred Edifice1937.

**sadder and a wiser man, a.’

Mid C. 19-20. ColeridgeThe Rime of the Ancient Marineér797, Part 7.

sadly at fault, to be(esp.to have beei

, much at fault; very much in the wrong: late C. 19-20.
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seeva indignatio

. A severe and fierce indignation, befittingatirist: literary: C. 19-20. Often applied to
Juvenal and Dryden.

*safe and sound

. Safe: from ca. 1870. Properly, safe and uninjured.

[safety first

. In the corner formed where three provinces meet: tlodsafficial formulas, catch-
phrases, and clichés. It is rapidly becoming predominantly the third.]

sail near the wind, to

. To keep only just inside the law; to be almiosyond the pale;to do shady things that
aren'tillegal: from ca. 1880. Nautical.

sall the seven seas, to

. Seeseven seas
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sailor's yarn, a

. An improbable or exaggerated story: late C. 19-20.—Cf. the almost obsolete
travellers tale

salad days

; esp.,in one’s. In one’s youth; inexperienced and vevgry green:1606, Shakespeare,
Antony and CleopatraMy salad days,|When | was green in judgemelntt, it did not
become a cliché until ca. 1840 or 1850.

*salt of the earth, the

. Mid C. 19-20. ‘In recent trivial use’, sayhe O.E.D. in 1914, ‘the powerful, the
aristocratic, the wealthyhut, from 1920 at latest, the prevailing sense, surely, has been
that of ‘the staunch and true, the essdgtigood, generous, humane and kindly'. In
Matthew,v. 12-13, Christ, addressing those persecuted and/or reviled because of thei
loyalty to His cause, says, ‘Rejoice, andeébeeeding glad: for gredé your reward in

heaven... Ye are the salt of the earléi”ﬂg dote o Glag TS VNS,
which gives life its savour and preserves civilization.

sanctity of the home, the

. The inviolability of the home (‘an Englishman’s home is his castle’): C. 20.
D.C.Murray, 1888, ‘We have grown quite acamed nowadays to the invasion of what
used to be called the sanctdiyprivate life’ (O.E.D.).
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sanctum sanctorum

. A person’s study or ‘den’, where he is+should be—free from intrusion: from ca.
1880: journalistic. Lit., holy of holies.

[sans cérémonie

(without ceremoniousness or ceremony) aads géngfree-and-easy; casual): not quite
clichés. But guat against them!]

saunter to and fro, to

. To stroll about carelessly or idly: mid C. 19-20.

save(another’s, or one’s owrgjood name, to

. To preserve one’s or anoth&Honour or credit: mid C. 19-20.
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saving for a rainy day

. Putting money by against old age, illness, unemployment, crisis: mid C. 19—20. An old
proverb runskeep some till more come

saving grace, a or one’s

. A redeeming quality or feature: late C. 28-From the theologicgrace that delivers a
person from sin and/or hell-fire.

*say ‘boh !’ to a goose, not to

. ‘That quiet fellow wouldn’'t say “Boh” to a goose,’ is too timid to open his mouth. A
proverbial saying (recorded, in Apperséor, 1588): from ca. 1880, a cliché.

say nay, to

; esp.,there is no one to sayr who dares to say(e.g., him)nay, to deny, withstand,
forbid or prohibit (him): from ca. 1870.

say the least

. Seeto say the least...
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scales of Justice, the

. Justice with its scales that weigh the good and the ill; Justice: C. 19-20.

scantily attired (or clad)

. Wearing few clothes (and those, rather less thpaque): mid C. 19-20; late C. 19-20.
Dickens, 1840, has the former.

Scarlet Woman, the

. The Church of Rome: pejorative-religiogadium theologicum...)much commone
among Nonconformists than among Church of Englanders: from ca. 1870 (Southey,
1816). Of Scarlet Lady, Whore, Womamnly the third has survived; cf. Joseph
Hocking’s anti-Roman novelThe Scarlet Womar899, and his return-to-the-charge,
The Woman of Babylorl906. SeeRevelation,xvii. 1 (‘the great whore’), 4 (‘the
woman...arrayed in purple and scarlet eolp 5 (‘Babylon theGreat, the Mother fo
Harlots").

scathing sarcasm; scathingly sarcastic

. Withering, or sharp and damaging, sarcasuattingly or searingly sarcastic: late C-19
20.

scotch—not kill—a snake, to

. To render only temporarily harmless something that is, or is regarded as, dangerous: C
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19-20. From Theobald's proposed emendation, ‘We have scotch’'d the snake, dot kill’
it': Macbeth,lll, ii, 13.

scrap of paper, a

; esp.,a mere scrap...A political pact: from mid August 1914. Used by von Bethmann-
Hollweg, the German Chancellor: noted by Sir Edward Goschen, to whom it was said, in
his ambassadorial despatch, Aug. 4, 1914, from Berlin.

screw one’s courage to the sticking-point, to
(obsolescent)o screw up one’s courage

. To intensify one’s courage to achieve atigatar purpose: C. 19-20; late C. 19-20. The
longer phrase is a misquotation (and adamqtdf Shakespeare’s 8w your courage to
the sticking place,|And we’ll not failMacbeth,l, vii, 60-1).

sculptured

. Seedliving rock.

*Scylla and Charybdis

; e.g.,between S. and C.Used allusively...of the danger of running into one evil o
peril in seeking to avoid its opposite’ (OE): late C. 17-20. Charybdis, dangerous
Sicilian whirlpool, stands over against Scylla, Italian roeicidis in Scyllam cupiens
vitare Charybdim(Walter de Lille AlexandreisBk V, 301: Benham).
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sea-change, a

; esp.,to suffer a sea-changeTo be almost miraculouslgnd certainly much changed
for the better: mid C. 19-20. ‘Full fathom fitley father lies.... Nothing of him that doth
fade|But doth suffer a sea change istonething rich and strange’ (Shakespedie
Tempestl, ii).

seamy side of life, the

. The worst—the most degraded—side or aspect of lifen ta. 1870 (Carlyle, 1865). In
allusion toOthello, 1V, ii, 146—8. From the under sides of garments.

seasonable weather

. Weather suitable to the time of year (asften to nothing else); such weather as you
would expect: from C. 15, but not, | believe, a clidigfore C. 19. To tell a man
shivering with cold and a fever that ‘it'sa@ seasonable weather’ is an incitement to
murder: such crass remarks shouldhisde an indictable offence.

second to none

. Inferior to none: adumbrated Ihaucer, used by ShakespedeCpomedy of Errorsy,
i, 7-8), cliché’'d since ca. 1860.

sedulous ape

; esp.,to play the sedulous apeTo imitate closely: late C. 19-20. Stevenson, ca. 1880,
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‘| have played the sedulousejp Hazlitt, to Lamb, to...’

see eye to eye

; esp.,not to see eye to ey@vith a person), to differ in opinion, not to think alike: from
ca. 1870. A misapprehension Ishiah, lii. 8, ‘Thy watchmen... together will they sing:

for they shall see eye to eyecfllo ad oculum videbunY/ulgate], when the Lord shall

bring again Zion'.

*see how(or which way) the cat jumps, to

. To see—to ascertain—which way things will go: from ca. 1830. Sémdtnal, Oct. 7,
1826 (Apperson).

see how the land lies, to

; to spy out the land(figurative). To make preliminary investigations for a project; to
discover what a place is like: mid C. 19-20. The latter fkarmbersxiii. 16.

see it through, to(colloquial)

. To go through with it to the end; to finish or complete something: late C. 19-20.

see no further than one’s nose, to

. To be mentally and/or morally (very) short-sighted; to have no vision: mid C. 19-20.
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see red, to

. To become extremely angry; to lose one’s self-control, so angry has one become: from
ca. 1915Red,the colour of blood, fire, violence.

see the finger of God insomething)to

. To see the working or intergtien of God in an accident, @iece of good fortune, etc.:

C. 18-20. ‘The finger of God is used to mean his power, his working. Pharaoh’s
magicians discovered then§er of God in the miraes which Moses wroughEkodus,

viii. 19). This legislator gave the law written with the finger of God to the Hebrews,
Exodus xxxi. 18’ (Irwin’s recension ofruden’s Concordangecf. Luke,xi. 20.

*see the wood for the tees, not to be able to

. To be unable, because of the multitude dhilie to obtain a general or comprehensive
view: from C. 16; in C. 20, if not in C. 19-20, a cliché.

see which way the cat jumps, to

. Seesee how the cat...

see with half an eye, to (?)

. To see effortlessly or at a glance: implied in 1579, but a cliché only in C. 19-20.
(O.E.D)
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see with one’s own eyes, to

. To see; to see for oneself: late C. 18-20. Current since ca. 1700.

seek one’s virtuous couch, to

. To go to bed alone; occ., with oneigfe (cf. the cynical French sayinfpute de mieux,
on couche avec sa femmcular: from ca. 1880.

seething masses of humanity

. Agitated multitudes; vast crowds; vast populations: C. 20.

select few, the

. Connoisseurs; experts; the very discerning: late C. 19-20.

*sell like hot cakes, to

. To be sold very quickly: U.S.A,, late C. 19-20; British Empire, C. 20,

sell one’s soul, to

. To sacrifice one’s conscience for mgneank, fame: late C. 19-20. Fraim sell ones
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soul to the Devil

sell the pass, to

. To give valuable information to the enenyy;betray one’s cause or country: mid C-19
20; obsolescent. Originally an Irishism, with the connotation of giving information to the
authorities.

send about...

Seebusiness

*send to Coventry, to

; esp.,to be sent to Coventry,to be cold-shouldered by one’s fellows: dating from the
Civil War (English), when it was equivalent to Stellenboschi became a cliché in C.
18 (see my annotated edition of Groséidgar Tongug

separate

. Seegrain.

sere and yellow leaf, the

. Old age;in the..., old and withered (person): mid. 19-20. A misquotation of ‘My
way of life|ls fall’n into the sear [or sere], the yellow ledfacbeth,V, iii, 25-6.
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sermons in stones

. C. 19-20. No longer apprehended as a quotation from Shakespeare, ‘Finds tongues i
trees, books in the running brooks,|Sermons in stones, and good in everykingpy
Like It, Il, i).

serve(orwait on) hand and foot, to

. To wait upon, attend to, assiduously: mid C. 19-20; late C. 19-20.

serve one’s turn, to

. To answer one’s purpose (adequately, with a connotation of slight imperfection): mid C.
18-20. Current since ca. 1530.

set by the ears, to

. To cause (persons) to quarrel or to benids no longer; late C. 18-20. From causing
dogs to fight.

set one’s face against, to

. To be determinedly hostile towards; to take up such an attitude towardsL&@ititus,
xx. 3, ‘| will set my face against that man’; cliché in C. 19-20.
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set one’s hand to the plough

. Seeput...

set one’s heart on, to

. To long, to determine, to have or achi¢aehing, an aim or ahition): recorded for C.
14; cliché in C. 18-20. ‘He set his heart on a knighthood.’

set one’s house in order, to

. To put one’s affairs in good order; to arrargne’s affairs so that they are no longer in
confusion or danger: late C. 19-20.

set one’s teeth, to (?)

. To become grimly determined, to opposedoovercome opposition, face danger: 1672,
Dryden (O.E.D.); cliché in C. 19-20.

set(a person’sjeeth on edge, to

. To cause one an unpleasant feeling (of repulsion or, generally, distaste); to make ar
unpleasant impression on a person: C. 18-20. Cf. ShakespéteanlIV,lll, i, 133-4
(‘mincing poetry’); andleremiahxxxi. 29 andezekiel xviii. 2.
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*set the Thames on fire, to

. ‘To make a brilliant reputation’ (O.E.D.): generally in the negative: mid C. 19-20. In
German it is the Spree.

set to with a will, to; to work with a will

. To eat or engage in some work vigorously and willingly: late C. 19-20.

seven-leagued boots

. Allusively applied to great ggd or enormous siz&om ca. 1820. From the fairy talé o
Hop o’ my Thumb. Frenchottes de sept lieue€.E.D.)

seven seas, the

; esp.,to sail the seven seagdp sail all over the world: from ca. 1890. Kiplingihe
Seven Seagppeared in 1896. The seven seastlae Arctic and Antarctic, the Northdn
South Atlantic, the Nohtand South Pacifiche Indian Oceans.

seventh heaven of delight, (in) the

. (In) a state of ecstasy, keen delight or happiness: mid C. 19-20. From the later-Jewist
and, derivatively, the Moslem highest heavers@renth heavefor heaven of heaveps
the abode of Jahveh, or Allah, atg most exalted angels (O.E.D.).
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shadow and the dust, the

. This C. 19-20 literary cliché, now obsolescent, is a translation of the fualtirs &
umbra(sumus:Horace Odes,|V, vii, 16).

shadow of death, the

. Seevalley of the shadow...

shadow of one’s (former) self, to be but the

. To have become feeble aod/emaciated; to have lost one’s intellectual vigour and
distinction, or one’s position or fame (cf. the near-clidhé, shadow of a namé&om
Latin nominis umbrg mid C. 19-20.

shake in one’s shoes, to

. To tremble with fear (or extme nervousness): from ca. 1860.

*shake (off) the dust from (originally of) one’s
feet, to

. To depart from an uncongenial place, watltonnotation of finality and determination:
late C. 18-20. Originally in allusion tdatthew,x. 14 (cf.Mark, vi. Il and Luke,ix. 5),
Jesus to the twelve disciples, ‘And whosoever shall not receivengobear your words,

when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of you éxtwvalate
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' -
oy KOVIOQTOV 1@y ol 1}#“‘””: excutite pulverem de pedibus ves(rigich
has determined the modern form of the phrase).

shaken to its(or their) foundations

. Tottering: mid C. 19-20.

shape of things to come, the

; alsothings to come The foreshadowed form of futuevents; the future: as a cliché,
since ca. 1935. H.G.Wells'8he Shape of Things to Corappeared in 1933; the film-
story, Things to Comen 1935. With the shorter, cf. Skespeare’s ‘giant mass of things
to come’ {Troilus and Cressidal, iii, 345-6); with the longer, the prophetic scenes in
Macbeth

shape or form

; esp.,in any... (‘He cannot eat crustaceans @my shape or fon.’) The longe
phrase='of any kind; in any manner; at aladte C. 19-20. The doubling of the sense

,
arises from the Biblical use shapefor the more usual form (lforma, Gr. ﬁﬂ.??s?i‘ ):
see O.E.D.

share and share alike, to

. To share equally: late C. 19-20. Macaulay, 1841, ‘In Kent the sons share and share
alike’ (O.E.D.).
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shattering effect, a

; with (a) shattering effect, destructively; stupefyingly or astoundingly effective o
effectual: C. 20.

*she is(orwas) no chicken

; esp.,she’s... She is no longer young: C. 19-20.i8wl720, ‘Your hints that Stella is
no chicken’ (O.E.D.).

shed light

. Seelight on...

sheer physical exhaustion; sheer physical
inability

. Utter exhaustion; powerlessness, excessive weakness: respectively late C. 19-20 an
from ca. 1915.

shining armour

Resplendent armour: C. 19-20. Bellenden, 1533, ‘vi knichtis in schynyng
armoure’ (O.E.D.).
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ship of state, the

; often,to steer...,to guide the State, to control it: late C. 19-20. The shorter phrase
occurs in the 1675 translation of Macchiavellilse Prince

*ships that pass in the night

. Persons that meet and pass on, neverfitikely) to meet agin: from ca. 1880.
Longfellow, Tales of a Waysiden, 1863, Part Ill, ‘Theologian’s Second Tale’, Canto
iv. (Benham.)

shipshape and Bristol fashion

. Seamanlike; orderly, trim, tidy: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.

shoot one’s bolt, to

; esp.,to have shot...,to have done all that one is able to do; to be intellectually o
creatively exhausted: mid C. 19-20. From the prowefbpl’s bolt is soon shot

short and sweet

. Brief but pleasant (or lively): late C. 480. A proverbial saying, which dates from C.
16; but it has become a cliché (e.g., in Hugh de SélincolinésSaturday Match,937,
of a very short, spirited inningskhort and sweetle a donkeys gallojs a Lancashire
proverbial elaboration.
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*short life and a merry one, a

. A brief but joyous (or adventurous) life: mid C. 19-20.

shoulder the burden, to

. To take up the figurative burden, to undertake and/or discharge a duty, a task, a debt
late C. 19-20.

show a bold front, to

. To appear undismayed or unafraid: mid C. 19-20.

show a clean pair of heels, to

. To flee (and escape): from C. 16, but a cliché only in C. 19-20.

show one’s hand, to

. Seelay one’s cards on the table

show one’s teeth, tqfigurative)

. To show malice or hostility; to behave threateningly: mid C. 19-20. From dogs about to
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bite.

show the cloven hoof, to

. Seecloven hoof

*show the white feather, to

. To show signs of cowardice: from ca. 1830. ‘A white feather in a game-bird’s tall is a
mark of inferior breeding’ (O.E.D.).

shreds and patches

, rags and/or scraps of cloth; but a cliché onlaithing of shreds and patches poa
creature (in motley): from ca. 1830. Originally allusion to Shaéspeare’s ‘A king D
shreds and patchediémlet,lll, iv, 102).

shuffle off this mortal coil, to

. To die: mid C. 19-20. In allusion to Shakespeare’s ‘When we have shuffled off this
mortal coil’ (Hamlet,lll, i, 67).

shun...

Seeplague
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‘Sl jeunesse savait, si vieillesse pouvait.’

If youth but knew; if old age but could (i.e., had the physical power): mid C. 19-20. This
French epigram, No. CXCI ibes Prémices]594, by Henri Estienne, has been parodied
as ‘If youth could only forget and if old age could only remember’ (Rupert Penny: not
verbatim).

‘sic transit gloria mundr’

. So well known, in C. 19-20, is this Latin quotation from the Service of the Pope’s
Enthronement (cf. Thomas a Kempigisquam cito transit gloria mundi‘Oh how
quickly passes away the glory of the vebrIBenham), that a detective-story write
adapted it for the title of one of his nove&c Transit Gloria(name of the murdered

girl).

sick at heart

. Deeply sorrowful or regretful; longingly de-sirous: mid C. 19-20.

Sick Man of Europe, the

. Turkey. This political and journalistic ché is obsolescent: Kemal Ataturk changed all
that. It was coined in a conversation betwéige Czar Nicholas | and Sir G.Seymour on
Feb. 21, 1853; the phrase caughtatmost immediately. (O.E.D.)
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sickening thud, a

; esp.,with a... ‘He fell with a sickenig thud.” From ca. 1910.

sight for sore eyes, gcolloquial)

. A scene, a person, that it is a pleasurget late C. 19-20. ‘Easy to look at.’

signed, sealed, and delivered

. Completed in a thoroughly satisfactory manner; ratified: as applied to legal deeds, it is a
legal formula; used in non-legal contexts, it is a C. 20 cliché.

*silence reigns(or reigned) supreme

. There is, or was, utter silence: late C. 19-20.—Cf. Edward Lear’'s ‘When awful
darkness and silence reign’ (ca. 1870) &wehinald Heber's ‘Majestic silence’ (ca.
1820).

silver lining, a

. With reference to the proverb, ‘Every cloud has a silver lining’, it=the happier or more
fortunate side or aspect of agfartune, a grief: from ca. 1870.
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silver sea, the

. The sea, lustrous-white, like silver: late 18-20. As a cliché (merely ‘the sea’), the
phrase is trivial, but originally it was used aflusion to Shakespesis England, ‘set in
the silver sea’.

‘simple, my dear Watson!’

; often shortened tany dear Watsor That's easy!; nothing difficult in that!: from ca.
1905. From Conan Doyle’'s Sherlock Ham stories (1892-1905). Originally and
correctly:Elementary..

simple truth, the

. The truth, unadorned: from ca. 1860. ‘The simple truth is that he was bored.’

simply and solely

. Simply; solely; in brief: late C. 19-20. ‘What has been done is simply and solely to
adjust our domestic legislati to the pressing requirements of a particular occasit@ (
Daily TelegraphFebruary 15, 1940, in leader &mglish enlistment for Finland).

sin against the light, to

. To sin against the Holy Ghost—againse@nconscience and higher nature: mid G- 19
20. Often applied to one who is aitor to the things of the spirit.
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sine qua non, aor the

. An indispensable condition or thing: C. 19-20. Literally, ‘without which [thing],
nothing’.

*sinews of war, the

. Money: dating from ca. 1550, the phrasas been a cliché since ca. 1750. From
Cicero’snervi belli pecunigmoney: the sinews of war). (O.E.D.)

single blessedness

. The unmarried state: froma. 1830. In Shakespeark fidsummer Night's Drean, i,
78-80), the phrase="divine blessing accordedlife @f celibacy’ (O.E.D.); in C. 20, itis
jocular.

single iota

. Seenot one iota

sink or swim, to

. ‘It was a case of sink or swin’, failure success: common ekdy by 1538 (O.E.D.);
cliché in C. 18-20.—'We are determined to do it, sink or swim’, i.e. without regard to the
circumstances, or despite probable failure: C. 19-20.
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*sit on the fence, to

. To be an indifferentist, esp. politically: frooa. 1870. By an American university wit, a
mugwumphas been defined as ‘a man who sits on the fence, with his mug on one side
and his wump on the other’.

‘sitting at the receipt of custom’

; to sit... Sitting at the cash-desk: from ca. 1860. The quoted phrase ocdvadtirew,
ix. 9, [Jesus] saw a man, named Matthesitting at thereceipt of custom’(Ewﬂ"

#
&yﬁgm:rwu xﬂﬂl}ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ & 70 teldviov)—Mark, ii. 14—l uke, v. 27: where

receipt of customan office for the recegt of taxes’. (See mA New Testament Word-
Book atreceipt)

six of one and half a dozen of the other

; esp.,itis (orwas)..., there is little (or no) difference; there is no real choice: from ca.
1870.

skate on thin ice, to

. To act in dangerous and/or delicated adifficult circumstances: from ca. 1860.
Emerson, ‘In skating over thigé our safety is in our speed’.
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skeleton at the feast, the (?)

. A reminder (or a source) of gloom or sadness in the midst of enjoyment: C. 20. The
alternativebanquetis now rare.

skeleton in the cupboard, a

. Such a source of shame téaaily (or a person) as is unknown outside the family: from
ca. 1860.

skin and bones

; esp.,to be all (or nothing but) skin and bones.To be extremely lean or emaciated:
mid C. 18-20.

*sleep the sleep of the just, to

. To sleep soundly: C. 19-20. Racine, ‘Elle s’endormit du sommeil des justes’. (Benham.)

‘slings and arrows of ourageous fortune, the.’

C. 19-20. In Shakespeare’s fam6Us be or not to be’ speeckiémlet,lil, i, 50).
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slipshod reasoning

. Careless argument(s); superficiaumthought-out argument: late C. 19-20.

Slough of Despond, the

. A phrase, formed on ‘The name of the slough was Desp#®ildrims Progress1678:
Part I); it=a state of despondency: C. 19-20.

slow but sure; slowly but surely

. Steadily; ploddingly trustworthy: a proverbial saying (more often in faow ard
suré), but in mid C. 19-20 a cliché.

slow to anger

. Not easily angered; equable: C. 19-20; since ca. 1880, mainly literary. Biblical:
Nehemiahjx. 17, ‘A God ...slow to anger’ (Vulgat®eus longanimis

smack of the soil, to

. To be suggestive or reminiscent of thedacountry life, farming: from ca. 1870.
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smack one’s lips, to

. Employed literally, it is not a cliché (how otherwise say it?—so briefly?—so well?); but
allusively, of keen relish (cfick one’s chopg and delighted anticipation of things othe
than food and drink, it is, in late C. 19-20, a cliché.

*smell a rat, to

. To suspect that something is wrong or tthegre is danger: cuent since mid C. 16: a
cliché in mid C. 18-20.—CHamlet, lll, iv, ‘How now! a rat?Dead, for a ducat, dead!":
Hamlet, stabbing Polonius, lurking like a rat in the arras.

smell of the lamp, to

. This slightly obsolescent literary (esp., litgraritics’) cliché aose, as a cliché, ca.
1750; recorded as early as 1579; meaning, ‘to show signs of being worked at by lamp-
light—Ilaboured and atficial. (O.E.D.)

smell to heaven, to

. ‘Bribery and corruption smelt to heaven in Urbitavia.” From ca. 18&dnlet,'Oh, my
offence is rank, it smells theaven’ (lll, iii, 36). Heresmell is intransitive, and it="to
stink metaphorically’.

smiling hypocrite, a

. A blandly hypocritical person: mid C. 19-20.—@fous fraud.
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smite (a person, one’s enemidsp and thigh, to

. To attack unsparingly or very vigoronsly, to defeat by vigorous means (esp.,
overwhelming blows), to rout utterly: ohiC. 19-20; since ca. 1910, only literafydges,

xv. 8, ‘He'—Samson—'smote them hip artligh with great sughter: Vulgate,
Percussitque eos ingenti plaga

smoke the pipe of peace, to

. To renew a friendship, after a period of enmity, over a glass of beer: mid C. 19-20.
From the calumet or peace-pipe of the Red Indians.

snake in the grass, a

. A suspicious or dangerous person; a spyraitor, a treacheus deceiver: common
since early C. 17, but a cliché not before C. 19. (Viigglogues|ll, 93, ‘Latet anguis in
herba’.)

snapper-up of unconsidered trifles, a

. One who gleans what others omit—or seetto gather: C. 19-20. Shakespedrke
Winters Tale}V, ii.

snatch a hasty meal, to

. To make a hurried meal; to eat hurriedly, bolt a meal: C. 20.
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sneaking doubt, a

. An undeclared but firmly held doubt: late C. 19—20. The once very corampeakig
kindnesgfeeling of kindness; sympathy) is now hardly common enough to qualifyo but
have a sneaking sympathy fsomeone) must, in late C. 19-20, be almost—if not
quite—a cliché.

snow blankets(or blanketed) the city (or
country)

. This is an American journalists’ cliché of C. 20.

so far as in one lies

. Seeall that...

so(or a9 far as that goes...

is an introductory formula thdtmits the applability (and validity) of the preceding
statement: C. 19-20.

so far—so good!

‘Used to express satisfaction with mastep to a certain point’: from ca. 1840.
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‘so shines a good deed in a naughty world.’

C. 19-20. Shakespeare introduces the line thus, ‘How far that little candle throws his
beams!” The Merchant of Venic#/, i, 90). Here naughty=‘wicked’.

...S0 to say(or speak

. As it were; one might so put it: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.

social amenities

. Social advantages; service, shops, emti@mients such as one would expect in a
civilized city: from ca. 1920.

social whirl, the

. The social round; Society’s supposedly gay life: late C. 19—-20.

Society butterfly, a

; Society butterflies, (young, youngish, or at least not aged) women moving in Society
and enjoying themselves in a frivolous manner; generally with the implication of a
deficiency of brains: from ca. 1880.
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soft impeachment, the

; esp.,to admit—or to deny—the...,to admit or deny araccusation (of a not very
serious fault): mid C. 19-20. The originatli®wn the soft impeachment’, Mrs Malaprop
loquitur, in Sheridan’sThe Rivals1777, Act V, sc. iii.

soft place in one’s heart, a

; esp.to have...for (some one), to be very kindly disposed towards someone: late-C. 19
20.

solvitur ambulando

is a Latin proverbial saying, which= ‘The matter—the difficulty—is settled or solved by
walking’: C 19-20.

something in the wind

; esp., there's..., there is something afoot; something important or significant is
happening—or about to happen: C. 19-20. Current since ca. 1530 (O.E.D.).

something must be done (about it)

. We (or | or you) must act: late C. 19-20.
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*son of the soil, a

; esp.,a horny-handed son...,a hard-working farmer or farm-labourer: from ca. 1890.
One who both spiritually and physicatijeboe ascriptuéas Roman law has it).

sooner or later (?)

. At some time or other in the future (something is certain to happen): late C. 18-20.

sop to Cerberus, a

; to give a sop to Cerberusjo pacify, appease, buy offith a promise, a present, a
bribe: mid C. 18-20. Cerberus was the watch-dog that guarded the entrance to hell: a so
stopped, momentarily, his three moutésneid,VI, 417).

sore trial, a

. A continual vexation: late C. 19-20.

sorry jest, a

. An inferior, a pointless joke: from ca. 182ihsolescent, exceps a literary cliché.

sort of day that makes one glad to be alive, the
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. C. 20.

sotto voce

, adj. and adv. In an undertone, in a subdued voice: mid C. 19-20. (ltalian; lit.r ‘unde
voice’.)

soul of honour, the

. Strictly honourable: C. 19-20. Goldsmith, 1766, ‘My brother indeed was the soul o
honour’ (O.E.D.). The very personification of honour.

‘sound and fury, (9gnifying nothing).’

Much furious talk, of no importance and little or no meaning: C. 19-20. ‘It is a tale|Tol
by an idiot, full of sound and fury,|Signifying nothingflécbeth v, v, 26-28).

*sound in wind and limb

. Healthy and unmaimed; healthy: C. 19-20. (Massinger, 1636: O.E.D.)

sound policy(generic);a sound policy
(particular)

. A good policy; a policy free from wrong principle and logical fallacy: from ca. 1880.
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‘sounding brass.’

Noise without (much) sense; a braggart; one who speaks much but performs little: C. 19
20. In allusion to ‘Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and [=but] have
not charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymb@bifbthians xiii. 1):

A - - r #
yéyova qaixds fydv 9 Wﬂﬁa‘zw dAald{ov, . nave become resounding
bronze or a claging cymbal’.

*sour grapes

. Short forthe grapes are souwyhich is a semiproverb based on Asop’s fable, ‘The Fox
and the Grapes’: C. 19-20. Applied to a person heard to disparage that which he-would
it is suspected—qgladly possess.

sovereign remedy, a

. Lit., an efficacious rendy; fig., a means, method, proceast that is very effectual: C.
18-20. ‘Work is a sovereign remedy against discontent.’

*sow one’s wild oats, to

. To be dissipated (and wild) when one is young and to reform afterwards: C. 18-20.
(Current since ca. 1570.) ‘In reference to the folly and mischief of sowing wild oats
instead of good grain’ (O.E.D.).
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sow the wind and reap the whirlwind, to

. To cause or begin strife @for trouble and receive ‘mothan one bargained for’ (g.v.):

C. 19-20.Hosea, viii. 7, ‘For they have sowrthe wind, and they shall reap the
whirlwind’: Vulgate, Quia ventum seminabunt, et turbinem me(8ist sement le vent, et

ils récolteront la tempéte’, Verdunoy).

spacious times of good Queen Befw of Queen
Elizabeth), (in) the

. An adaptation (in late C. 19-20, a cliché) of Tennyson’s ‘The spacious times of great
Elizabeth’ @ Dream of Fair Womerst. 2).

spare no pains, to

. To labour most carefully (to do something): mid C. 19-20. ‘No pains have been
spared...to make it superior to any otherkvof the kind’, SirGurney Benham, Preface

to the latest edition dBenham’s Book of Quotations, which I, like so many others, am
much (and gratefully) indebted.

speak by the book, to

. To speak formally, authoritatively or acctaiy (as if reading from a bookimplied in
C. 16 (cf. Shakespeare’s ‘kiss by the book’); in C. 19-20, a cliché.
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speak the King’s English, to

. SeeKing’s English, the.

speaks volumes for, i{or this or that)

. It is extremely significant or expressive; it is figuratively eloquent: mid C. 19-20.

spectators line the streetgin U.S.A.:curbs)

, generally preceded byany thousandor thousands of:late C. 19-20. (Sullivan.)

*speed the parting guest, to

. To hasten him on his way; properly, to wish him God-speed: C. 19-20. Plope,
Odyssey, 1725-26, Bk XV, 83-84, ‘True friendship’s laws are by this rule
express’d,|Welcome the comirgpeed the parting guest’.

spend money like water, to

. To spend money recklessly and/or very freely: late C. 19-20.
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spent rocket, a

. A brilliant person that has ‘shot his Badind is now intellectually unproductive: from
ca. 1880; slightly obsolescent.

spick and span(colloquial)

. Very neat or trim, esp. if new or almost new: from ca. 1870.

spicy breezes

. Sweet-scented breezes: mid C. 19-20. Pope, 1713, has ‘spicy gales’ (O.E.D.).

spike someone’s guns, to

. To circumvent him or, figuratively, block his way; to render a plan impossible, aprojec
unfeasible, an act inefttual: from ca. 1820.

spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak,—the

. An adaptation (in late C. 19-20, a clichéMdtthew,xxvi. 41, ‘Watchand pray, that ye

enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weakH

[ rJ i
RYEVLC ﬂgﬂ&#ar’ 75 o8 ﬁag"t daﬁ‘w’f;’ ‘man’s higher nature is zealous
(or eager), but the flesh weak3piritus quidem promptus est, caro autem infirma
(Vulgate).
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*spirit of the troops (less oftenmen) is
excellent, the

. The Army is cheerful and fubif courage: from late 1914: official and journalistic.

spiritual home, one’s

. The country to which one is most akin and towards which one feels the profoundes
sympathy, esp. if it is not one’s own country: ca. 1910, Viscount Haldane of Cloan
(1856-1928) said that Germany was his ‘spiritual home’: owing to the stir made by this
statement, the phrase became very widely known and it has, since ca. 1920, been a clich
In his An Autobiography1929, he says (p. 285), ‘I had gone to Germany too ofteh, an
had read her literature too much, not to give ground to narrow-minded people to say that
Germany was my “spiritual home”.’

splendid isolation

. Britain’s political isolation, hence any other country’s: from 1896, when Sir Wm.
Laurier and Viscount Goschen popigad it. The technical nameisolationism

spoil the Egyptians, to

. To despoil, to plunder one’s enemies: C. 19-BXbdus,iii. 22, ‘Ye shall spoil the
Egyptians’ (Vulgatespoliabitis A£gyptum
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springtime of life, (in) the

. (In one’s) youth: from ca. 1860.

square deal, a; a straight deal

. An equitable arrangement: C. 20. ‘What hsidss is a square deal, what he needs is a
square meal.’

square meal, a

. A substantial meal, aliumeal: from ca. 1880.—Cthe preceding entry.

*square peg in a round hole, a

. A man (usually, an able man) in a position unsuited to his abilities and/or knowledge
and training: from ca. 1870.—Cf. John Masefield’s novidle Square PegSydney
Smith, Sketches of Moral Philosoph$804-6, in Lecture IX, ‘We shall generally find
that...a square person has squedrrtself into tle round hole’.

stab in the back, a

; to stab... A treacherous disservice; to rendae to (a peson): C. 20.
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stab to the heart, to

. To wound exceedgly, to pain extremely: C. 20.

*staff of life, the

. Bread: mid C. 19-20. (Penkethman, 1638, ‘Bread is worth all, being the staff of life":
O.E.D.)

stage whisper, a

. A whisper that carries distinctly: late C. 19-20. From the theatrical use of the phrase.

stagger humanity, to

. To bewilder mankind, to astound and horrify the world: from ca. 1910.

stamped on every link

. Indubitably or indubitable: mid C. 19-20. From official hall-marks, etc.

stand in awe of, to

. To be respectfully and admiringly afra@f or daunted by: mid C. 18-20, though
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recorded irearly C. 14.

stand not upon the orde of one’s going, to

. To depart, careless of ceremony in gehanal precedence in gaular: from ca. 1820.
From Lady Macbeth’s ‘Stand not upon the order of your going, but go at once’ (at the
end of the banquet at which Macbe#les the murdered Bquo's ghost).

stand on one’s own legs¢or feet), to

. To be independent: from C. 16; cliché only in C. 19-20.

stand or fall

(by something—rule, principle, asp. an uncertain eventd, Applied to a person (less
often a thing) dependent on fate, event, rule, principle: mid C. 18-20.

stand (or stay) the pace, to

. To be able to resist, actually to resist, hard work, hard living, fast running: late-C. 19
20. From horse-racing.

stand with...

Seeback to the wall.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 421

*star has set, one’s

. One’s fortune and fame are diminishing: from ca. 1880.

star of the first magnitude, a

. Seeof the first magnitude.

starry heavens, the

. The star-filled and star-lit sky: from ca. 1870. Originallye starry heaverfin the
singular) meant, ‘the “spheref the fixed stars’ (O.E.D.).

stars in their courses, the

. Destiny (regarded as under the controthef stars): C. 19-20. In allusion dadgesy.
20, ‘The stars in their coursésught against Sisera’: Vulgat8telloe, manentes in ordine
et cursu suo, adversus Sisaram pugnaverttf. not in our stars.

stately homes of (old) England, the

. From ca. 1870. The shorter pseaoccurs in Felicia Hemansifie Homes of Englan
(ca. 1830), thus:—'The stately homes ofgkamd!| How beautiful they stand,|Amid thei
tall ancestral trees,| O’alll the pleasant land!’
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stay one’s hand, to

. To cease from work or frorattacking an enemy: C. 126 (in late C. 19-20, mostly
literary).—Cf. Shakespeare Henry Vl,at |, ii, 104.

stay the course, to (?)

. To endure; to pursue a task, a course of conduct, to the appointed end: colloquial: C. 20
From horse-racing.—Fatay the paceseestand the pace

steady improvement, a

. An unfaltering, regular, equable or evenly maintained improvement: late C. 19-20.

*steal a march (on), to

. To obtain, secretly, an advantage over an opponent, a rival: mid C. 19-20. From the
original (the military) sense, ‘to move troops without the enemy’s knowledge’.

steal someone’s thunder, to

. To use his methods or system, so as to destroy (or damagingly lessen) the effect of hi:
actions, writings, words: since ca. 1925. Owtiadjterary historians’ revival of the words
of John Dennis (T 1733): see Benham or the O.E.D.
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steer clear of, to

. To avoid completely or entirely: from c&840. From the lit., nautical sense (Defoe,
1723; fig. used as early as 1789: O.E.D.).

stem the tide, to

. To check or stop the coursd,(e.g., public opinion); loosely, to make headway: late C.
19-20.

step by step

. With gradual regularity; with a reguldsut slow, gradual progress; by successive
degrees: mid C. 19-20.

step in the right direction, a

. An act, a decision, that will assmmte to achieve anrat from ca. 1880.

step into someone’s shoes, to

. To take someone’s place (in a bussidn employmentfrom ca. 1860.
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‘stepping-stones of their dead selves.’

One’s past, regarded as being or having beatertmserve, to benefit, one’s future: from
ca. 1870. Tennysomn Memoriam, 1850, ‘Men may rise on stepping-stones|Of their dead
selves to higher things'.

sterling worth

. Excellent character; qualities, principlesbits, abilities, well tested and thoroughly
dependable: mid C. 19-20. Washington Irving, 1832, ‘A young man of sterling
worth’ (O.E.D.).

stern reality (?)

. Hard or inexorable facts: from ca. 198Gern necessity(from ca. 1860) is indubitably
a cliché.—Cfhard facts.

stew in one’s own juice, to

; esp.,to leave (or let) someone stew in his own juicdp leave him to do what he can
for himself: from ca. 1880. Earlistew in ones own greagBenham).

stick in one’s gizzard, to

. Applied to something that one cannot stomach (figuratively) or remains offerrsive o
disagreeable to one: C. 19-20. Current since ca. 1660.
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stick to one’s guns, to

. To refuse to abandon one’s point, aim, ambition: from ca. 1870. Not to abandon one’s
battery though under heavy fire.

still, small voice,—aor the

. Conscience: late C. 2£90. Sir Richard BurtorThe Kasidah of Haji AbuEl-Yadzi', ix,

19, ‘Enough to thee the small still voice aye thundering in thine inner ear’. Ultimately
from 1 Kings, xix. 12, ‘And after the earthquake aefj but the Lord was not in the fire:
and after the fire a still small voice’ (Vulgateipilus aurae tenuistle murmure d’'une
brise légére’, Verdunoy).

stink in the nostrils of, to

. To be extremely offensive—to be abhorrent—to (a person): mid C. 19-20; since ca.
1910, only literary.

stir up strife, to (?)

. To provoke a quarrel; to cause trouble: from ca. 1840.

*stolen fruit (figurative)

. Anything stolen; esp., illicit love: C. 19-20. In allusion to the apple ‘stolen’ by Eve.
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stone deadandstone deaf

are clichés (C. 19-20), according to some. They represent ‘utterly dead’ or, rather, ‘dead
and cold’, and ‘completely deafl think that whereas the fmer is, the latter is not a
cliché.

*storm brewing, a (lit. or fig.)

; esp.,there’s a storm brewing, a war, a fight, a riot—strife, trouble—anger, resent-
ment—is working up, ‘coming to the boil’: from ca. 1870. Josiah G.Holland, 1860, ‘A
storm was brewing in the domestic sky’ (O.E.D.).

*storm in a tea-cup, a

. ‘Much ado about nothing’; a great fuss about a trifle (or in a very small community):
from ca. 1880.—Cf. the Duke of Ormond’s ‘a storm in a cream-bowl!’ (1678) ardl Lor
Thurlow’s ‘A storm in a wash-hand bia’ (1830). ‘Probably after Latifluctus excitare

in simpulo (Cicero): O.E.D. The exact reference® Legibus,lll, xvi, 36, and the
phrase may be rendered, ‘To stir up waves in a ladle’: Benham.
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straight and narrow path, the

. Virtuousness, virtue: mid C. 19-20. Alsioe strait and narrow path, probably in
allusion toMatthew,vii. 14, ‘Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life'—i.e., to eternal life; to salvation.

straight deal

. Seesquare deal

straight from the horse’s mouth (colloquial)

, adjective and adverb. On very gbauthority: from ca. 1910.—C& straight tip

straight from the shoulder (adverb)

. Bluntly; in a direct, outspoken manner: C. 20. ‘I let him have it straight from the
shoulder.” Pugilistic.

straight off the reel

. Uninterruptedly; without stopping: from ca. 1870. ‘To look through three photograph
albums straight off the reel is too much of a good thing.’
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strain at a gnat, to

. To make a difficulty of accejmg (some point, theory, ejcesp. after accepting readily

a much greater difficulty: C. 19-20. From a misunderstandiridatthew,xxiii. 24, ‘Ye

blind guides, which strain at a gnat’ (i.e. strain the liquor if they find a gnat in it), ‘and
swallow a camel’: see esp. the O.E.D stahin, v1, 21.

strain every nerve, to

. To exert oneself (ptgjcally) to the utmost: from ca. 1830. (Milton, 1671, ‘Straining all
his nerves’: O.E.D.) Her@erve='sinew’. Hence, figurativelyto do one’s utmost (late C.
19-20).

strait and narrow path, the

. Seestraight and...

strange but true

. Late C. 19-20.—Cfstranger than fiction.

stranger in a strange land, a

. A foreigner in a country unfamiliar to him: C. 19-ZXodus,ii. 22, ‘| have been a
stranger in a strange land’: Vulgafelvena fui in terra alienaCf. stranger within...
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stranger than fiction

. A late C. 19-20 cliché from ‘Truth is stranger than fiction'.

stranger within their gates, the

. A stranger or a foreigner in a community, a household, that rec&ive shelters) him:
C. 19-20.Exodus,xx. 10, ‘Thy stranger that is within thy gates’ (2nd Commandment):
Vulgate,advena qui est intra portas tuas

strapping wench, a

. Seegreat strapping...

stress and strain

; esp.in times of stress and strainjn times of strained effort and tension, hence loosely
of distress and nervous strain: from ca. 1915. It has almost supessehednd stress

stretch one’s legs, to (?)

. To go for a walk (properly, in order to relieve stiffness or for exercise): C. 19-20.
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strictly accurate

. Accurate in every detaitp be strictly accuratdintroductory formula), to be precise:
late C. 19-20.

*strike while the iron is hot, to

. To act at the propitious moment, when actwili have the moseffect: a poverbial
saying (from C. 14); in C. 19-20, a cliché.

striking example, a

. An impressive, remarkable, or (extremely) apposite example: C. 20.

*strong silent man, a

. Beloved of women novelists (Maud Diver, Elizabeth Page, Eleanor Metlhic genus
omne[q.v.]): from ca. 1905.

strong support (figurative)

. Support from an influential quarter; keen and sustained assistance: late C. 19-20.
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struck all of a heap(colloquial)

; struck dumb with surprise; stunned with surprise. ‘Flabbergasted’; astounded: late
C. 19-20.

stuff and nonsense: it's all...!

, it's all nonsense (or rubbish)!: mid C9420; Fielding used it in 1749 (O.E.D.). An
elaboration of the obsolescestuff,'nonsense’.

stung to the quick

. Very much annoyed, offended, or (in on&Eelings) hurt: C. 19-20. (Fairly common in
C. 18.) Earlierfouched or galled to the quirklere,the quickis the sensitive flesh in any
part of the body, esp. that under the nails. (O.E.D.)

stunned with surprise

. Seestruck...

stupendous SUCCESS, a

. An astounding success; an anmay great succesfrom ca. 1910.
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sturdy independence

. Robust and/or uncompromising independence (in thought and act): from ca. 1870.
Charles Kingsley, 1866, ‘They were distinguished...for sturdy independence and fo
what generally accompanies ittdsdy common sense’ (O.E.D.).

Sturm und Drang

. Storm and stress: literary: mid. C. 19-Zhiefly in reference to a German literary
movement of C 18, from a play of that title (1776).

*sub rosa

. Secretly; clandestinely; ‘on the quiet: ©9-20. Lit., under the rose. Harpocrates, god

of silence, was bribed with a rose by Cupid not to divulge the amours of Venus. A rose
hanging over the table indicated that wosp®ken at table were to remain secEet.

rosa flos Veneristhe rose is the flower of Venus'. (Benham.)

submerged tenth, the

. ‘That part of the population which is pearently in poverty and misery (contrasted
with [the] upper teny, O.E.D.: from the 1890’s: sociolazpl and journalistic. Apparently
used first in Booth’sn Darkest England1890.

substantial agreement

; esp.,to be in..., agreeing as to the moshportant aspects or ga; agreeing in the
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main: C. 20. ‘Conservatives, Liberals, ababour men are in substantial agreement in
respect of the British war-policy.’

subterranean manceuvres

. Machinations existing, amaperating, secretly: from c&930; mostly journalistic.

‘such men are dangerous.’

See'lean and hungry look’.

‘such stuff as dreams are made on’

(often misquoteaf). C. 19-20. ‘We are such stuffl[As dreams are made on, and our little
life|ls rounded witta sleep’ (ShakespearEh)e Tempesty, i).

suck (someone’sprains, to

. To draw out and use for oneself the resofltanother’s intelligence: late C. 19-20.

suffer

. Seefate worse than deathandsea-change
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suffer fools gladly, (not) to
. (Not) to be patient with the stupid and the foolish: C. 19-2Do2nthians,xi. 19, ‘Fa

Lo L]
ye suffer fools gladly, seeinge yourselves are wisﬂdém’ yag &rgxga'ﬂg Twy

dpgdvaw @odviol OVTES. inenter enim suffertis insipientes, cum sitis ipsi
sapientes

suffer in silence, to

. To suffer or endure without complaint; inigrous circumstances to wait patiently: mid
C. 19-20.

suffer the tortures of the damned, to

. To suffer such torture or anguish as ifligted on the souls in hell: C. 19-20. ‘The
payne...that dampned [i.e. damned] have in hell’ (O.E.D.).—t@fmentin Revelation,
xiv. Il

Sui generis

. Of its own particular sort; peculiar; in a staby himself or itself: from ca. 1830. Lif, o
its own kind or sort.

suit all tastes, (not) to

. ‘There was something to suit all tastes.’'—'Such a book will not suit all tastes.” Late C.
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19-20.

suit one’s book, to

. To be convenient or agreeable to oneatswer his requirementy accord with his
plans: late C. 19-20. Originally, a bookmakdxtmk

suitably inscribed

. Appropriately inscribed: C. 20. ‘He sent her a book suitably inscribed.’

sum and substance, the

. The gist (of a matter); the essential partd@hething): current sindate C. 16; a cliché
in C. 19-20. Robertson, 1852, ‘The Sermon on the Mount contains the sum and
substance of Christianity’ (O.E.D.).

sumptuous repast, a

. A costly meal magnificenthyset forth; hence, looselyany excellent meal: from ca.
1880.—Cf. Milton’s ‘Their sumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feasts’.

sunnier climes

. Countries where the sun is more constamore kindly: late C. 19-20; mostly
journalistic. E.g., California as comparedth New York; Egyp as compared with
England.
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sunny South, the

. The South coast of England: &mglishcliché, which has been a cliché only since ca.
1920.

superhuman effort, a

; esp.,to make a...,make a tremendous effort or an effort much beyond one’s normal
powers: late C. 19-2Guperhuman energyg a candidate.

supply and demand

. In the law(s) of supply and demaribe phrase is not a clichigyt in the loose usagd o
C. 20, itis a cliché. From Political Economy.

supreme (or paramount) importance, of

. Of the utmost importance; most important of all: from ca. 1870. J.D.Chambers, 1877,
‘Matters of paramount importance’ (O.E.D.).

supreme moment, the

. Not ‘the moment of death’ lfe original sense: Frenda moment suprémebut the
moment of greatest happineise acme of triumph: C. 20.
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supreme sacrifice

. Seemake the...

sure and certain hope, the

; esp.,in the..., an adaptation of ‘Earth to earth,...dust to dust; in sure and certain hope
of the Resurrectiomo eternal life’ (Burial of the Deadlhe Book of Common Prayer
mid C. 19-20, In the steadfast hope of something that is certain to happen.

*survival of the fittest

; or the survival..., when used without direct or pgsite reference to the theory o
natural selection; for instance, when used of non-living things: C. 20. ‘He [an old bull,
monarch of the herd] had to fight againpimedience to that law which respected only the
survival of the fittest’ (Zane Greyhe Thundering HerEnglish edition), 1926).

sustain cuts, contusias, and abrasions, to

. An American journalistic cliché, datingdm ca. 1910; esp. in reference to an
automobile accident.

*Swan of Avon, the

. Shakespeare: mid C. 18-20w&et Swan of Avon!’ occurs in Ben Jonson’s verses
prefacing the First Foliof Shakespeare, 1623.
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*Swan-song, aor one’s

. One’s final, one’s last, poem (hence, speeth.): C. 19-20.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘He
makes a swan-like end,|Fadingritusic’, swans being fabled teing’ just before they
die.

swear by all the gods, to

. To swear by all the divinities one knows of;siwear or assert solemnly: mid C. 19-20.

*swear that black is white, to

. To swear, or declare, againthe clear evidence; to be a shameless perjurer; to be
flagrantly contradictious: C. 19-20.

sweat of one’s brow, the

; esp.,by the..., by hard manual labour: C. 19-20. Adapted from ‘In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread’, GodXdam on banishingim from Eden.

sweep the board, to

. To carry off all the gres, gain all the distinctions:dim ca. 1830. From a card-player’s
winning all the stakes.
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sweeping statement, a

. An indiscriminately all-iclusive statement; hence, ashéy comprehensive statement:
late C. 19-20.

‘sweetness and light.’

Dean Swift inThe Battle of the Book4,604, but popularized by Matthew Arnold in
Literature and Dogmal873—'Culture is the passion for sweetness and light, and...the
passion for making them prevail’ (Benham).

swim into one’s ken, to

. To come to one’s knowledge, to be discovered by a person: mid C. 19-20. Keats, ‘Then
felt | like some watcher of the skies|When a new planet swims into his®enFirst
Looking into Chapman’s Homer)

*swing of the pendulum, the

. A natural oscillation between opposite opinions: mid C. 19-20.

sword of Damocles, the

. An impending or imminent danger: mid C. 18-20. Over the head of flatterer Damocles,
Dionysius Tyrant of Syracuse hung a swordmanded by a hair, to impress him with the
tenuous and perilous nature of happiness.
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T

tablets of memory, the

. The memory as a book wherein events and incidents are recorded: late C. 19-20
obsolescent. Novelettish, as in ‘indelibly impressed upon the tablets of her memory’.

Tadpoles and Tapers

; properly,Tadpole and Taper;a frequent misquotatioifapers and Tadpoles Profes-
sional politicians that are ¢hhacks of a party: from ca. 1890. From Disradlimingsby,
1844: see, e.g., Il ii, and esp. |, i, ‘Tadpaind Taper were great friends. Neither of them
ever despaired of theommonwealth’ (Benham).

take a hand in the game, to

. To participate, unexpectedly or graspingly: C. 20. From card-playing.

*take a leaf out of someone’s book, to

. To imitate; follow the eample of: from ca. 1870.
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take a(or the) long view, to

. To look far ahead; to have—and show—vision: C. 20. Esp. among politicians.

take (a persongs one finds(that person)}o

. Mid C. 19-20. ‘But still, now you are here, yowst just take us as you find us, as the
saying is’ (Charles RushtoN|urder in Bavaria,1937).

take away one’s breath, to (?)

. To astound; to nonplus: mid C. 19-20.

take by storm, to

. To make very rapidly a deep impression on, to win rapidly the affections of, to convince
rapidly and vigorously: lat€. 19-20. From warfare.

*take French leave, to

. To do something, esp. to go away, without notice or permission: from ca. 1780. From a
usage of French society.



A dictionary of Clichés 442

take heart of grace, to

, IS probably an elaboration of—for it is exactly synonymous withke heart,to pluck
up courage’: recorded in 153 C. 18-20, a cliché.

take immediate steps, to (?)

. To set about attaining—to take immediate action to attain—an end: late C. 19-20.

take into (due) account, to

. To take proper or sufficient notice of: late C. 19-20. Hapeount'estimation’ @
‘consideration’.

*take it as read, to

. To take it for granted, presume and assitngene: C. 20. From parliamentary or legal
procedure.

take it or leave it, to

; esp.,take it or leave it!, either take it or leave it, but make up your mind: from ca.
1920.
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take one’s Bible oath, to

. To swear solemnly, to give one’s solemn word of honour: colloquial and non-
aristocratic, non-cultured: from ca. 1880.

take one’s courage in both hands, to

. To summon one’s courage and take the risk: late C. 19-20.

take one’s life in one’s hands, to

. To embark on a hazardoesterprise: mid C. 19-20.

take one’s name in vain, to

. To mention a person’s name lightly, casuatfisrespectfully: jocular: from ca. 1880.
From the Biblical phrase for ‘to utter blasphemy’.

take one’s pleasures sadly, to

. Not to be whole-hearted in one’s pleasures,to be joyous: late C. 19—20. From ‘The
English take their pleasures sadly’. Generally (but on what evidence?) attributed to the
Duc de Sully, ca. 1630, ‘Les Anglais s’amusent tristement, selon l'usage de leu
pays’ (Benham).
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take pot-luck, to

. (Of a guest) to accept an indita to a meal not speciallyepared: from ca. 1770. l.e.,
what happens to be in the pot.

take the bit in one’s teeth, to

. To become unmanageable, to spurn restraint: mid C. 19—20. From horse-lore.

take the bread out of a person’s mouth, to

. To take away (or to lessen considerably) a person’s livelihood: mid C. 19-20.

*take the bull by the horns, to

. To meet a danger, risk, difficulty wittourage: from ca. 1880. From the farmyard.

*take the gilt off the gingerbread, to

. To lessen the value or attractivenessarhething: from ca. 1880. Culinary.

take the rough with the smooth, to

. To accept hardship and dgmintment as calmly or elerfully as one accepts contfor
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and good fortune: C. 20.

take the wind out of a person’s sails, to

. To nonplus or perplex; to abash: late C. 19-20. Nautical.

take the word(s) out of a person’s mouth, to

. ‘Why! you took the very word’out of my mouth.” To anticipate what he is on the point
of saying: C. 19-20, though used by Shakespeare—and before.

take the wrong turning, to

. To embark on an evil (less often,afish or mistaken) course: late C. 19-20.

take things as one finds them, to

. To accept life as it comes; to be tolerant: C. 19-20.

take time by the forelock, to

. To act promptly; to seize one’s opportunifsom ca. 1770. Phaedrus, ‘Calvus, comosa
fronte, nudo occipitio,... Occasionem rerum significavem’ (O.E.D.).
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take (a woman}o one’s bosom, to

. To marry her: from ca. 188The wife of one’s bosorigne’s wife’, isso archaic that it
can no longer be classified as a cliché.

take to one’s heels, to

. To flee; to run away: mid C. 19-20.

take up the cudgels, to

. To engage vigorously in a contest, quarrel, debate: common in latter half of C. 17; a
cliché by 1800 at latest. From cudgel play.

take with a grain of salt, to

. Seecum grano salis

taken aback

. Unpleasantly astonished, visibly perturbed: from ca. 1&. backin confidence,
repelled, discomfited.
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taken in the toils

. Seein the toils.

talk double Dutch, to

. To talk in a manner unintelligible to the listener: late C. 19-20.

*talk of the Deuvil!

A mid C. 19-20 cliché; applied to the appearing of one who is being or has just been
talked about. It is a shortening of the proveatk of the Devil and he’ll appear

talk through one’s hat, to (colloquial)

. To talk nonsense; to talk ignorantly: late C. 19-20.

Tapers and Tadpoles

. SeeTadpoles and Tapers

*tarred with the same brush

. Having the same faults or objectionable habits or qualities: mid C. 19-20.r Rathe
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colloquial.

task confronts (or confronted) one, a

; esp.,a difficult task..., there is hard or difficult work that must be done: C. 20.

tastefully arranged

(esp. of flowers or a table). Arranged with good taste: late C. 19-20.

taxed to its utmost capacity

. A C. 20 American cliché (‘guyed’ by 8wan), comparable with the Englidfilled to
capacity,itself a virtual cliché, antb play to capacity

teach one’s grandmother, to

. This mid C. 19-20 cliché is allusive—hastening of the ancient proverbial saying, ‘to
teach one’s grandmother to suck eggs’.

‘teach the young ideahow to shoot, to.’

To instruct and form the young: C. 19-20. ‘Delightful task! to rear the tender thought,|To
teach the young idea how $toot;| To pour the fresh ingttion o’er the mind!” (James
Thomson,The Seasons$Spring’ (1728), vv. 1149-51).
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team spirit, the

. The spirit that moves one to play, to do things, for one’s side, one’s school, one’s
company, one’s country, not in self-displdsom ca. 1920. Mostly Public Schools’ and
ruling classes’.

tear one’s hair, to

. To give way to extravagant grief or rage: C, 19-20.

teeming earth, the(certainly);teeming millions
(probably)

. The abundantly productive earth; swarming millions: late C. 19-20.

tell (someonen few home-truths, to

. To make pointed or searching or effectively personal rksnar statements or reproofs
to: from ca. 1880.—Cf. the archdiome-thrustin both expressionsilomewas originally
adverbial, ‘going home to one’ (slang ‘where one lives’).

‘tell it not in Gath!’

; often misquoted awhisper... Do not make it publicl: C. 19-20. ‘How are the mighty
fallen! Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of AskelonSénuelj. 19—20).
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*tell tales out of school, to

. To give damaging information, to betray damaging secrets: C. 18-20. In fairly common
use, both literal and figurative, in C. 17-18; the literal sense has long been obsolete.

telling effect

; esp.with..., effectively, forcibly, strikingly: late C. 19-20.

temper the wind to the shorn lamb, to

. To make things tolerable—less harsh, less difficult—to the inexperienced or the
helpless: late C. 18-20. Sterne, 1768, ‘Gaxhpers the wind, said Maria, to the shorn
lamb’. (Most people think it to be of Biblicakigin; the first record of the idea is in Henri
Estienne’d_es Prémices] 594, ‘Dieu mesure le froid a la brebis tondue’.)

[tempus fugit

, ‘time flies’, is too proverbial to be strictly a cliché.]

tender a testimonial dinner, to

. An American, mainly journalistic, cliché of late C. 19—20. (Sullivan.)
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tender one’s thanks(to a person)to

. To thank him; to give thanks: pubbpeakers’ and journalists’: late C. 19-20.

tender susceptibilities

. Feelings very easily hurt; touchiness and/or tender-heartedness: late C. 19-20;
obsolescent.

terminated fatally, it (or the affair or incident)

. It ended with—resulted in—a deatr,disastrously: journalistic: C. 20.

terminated the proceedings

. ‘A vote of thanks terminat the proceedings.’ C. 20.

terminological inexactitude, a

. Winston Churchill, in a speech, on Feb. 22, 1906, ‘Some risk of t.e.” (Benham).

*terra firma

. Firm land, dry land as opposed to the sea: mid C. 19-20. A Latinism now despised as ar
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outmoded elegancy. (Cf. Géfrestland)

terrible (orunspeakablg Turk, the

. Mid C. 19-20 clichés, both obsolescent. A famous Turkish wrestler of the early C. 19
(temporeGough and Hackenschmidt) was nicknamed ‘The Terrible Turk’.

thank from the bottom of one’s heart

. Seefrom the bottom...

thank God...

Seeon bended knee

*thankful for small mercies

. Grateful for little things, modest sums, trifling kindnesses: late C. 19-20.

thanking you in anticipation

. Thanking you beforehand expectantly: commrcial: C. 20.
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that being the case (?)

. That being so: an introductory formula: late C. 19-20.—@$.is not the case

‘that way madness lies.’

If I (or you or he...) persist ithat, | shall become mad: C. 19-20. Shakespeare, ‘O, that
way madness lies; let me shun thaltéér, 111, iv).

that will be all for the present

. That will do:late C. 19-20.

that's flat!

Oftenand that's flat!, q.v.

then and there (?)

. As ‘at that precise time and that particular place; immeately and on the spot’, it is
brief, unimprovable, and centdy not a cliché; but loosely as ‘immediately’, it is
extremely common and a virtual cliché.
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their name is Legion(or legion)

. Seename is...

there are more things inheaven and earth,
Horatio, than are dreamt of in your
philosophy.’

C. 19-20; from Hamlet, 1, 5. (‘The original reading is “our philosophy™, Benham.) The
universe is a mystery.

‘there, but for the grace of God, goes(the
speaker)—or .go |

. C. 19-20: based on a remark, ca. 1550, by John Bradford (burnt at the stake in 1555
‘on seeing some criminals going to execution’ (Benham).

‘there is a tide...’

Seeturn of the tide.

there is (or was) more in it than meets(or met)
the eye

. Seemore in it...
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there is (or was) not a breath of air

. Seenot a breath...

*thereby hangs a tale

and its originatand thereby..."” (several times in Shakespeare): C. 19-20.

‘there’s a divinity that shapes our ends, rough-
hew them how we will.’

C. 19-20Hamlet,v, ii.

*there’s something ‘rotten in the state of
Denmark’

. The correct form is ‘Something iistten in the state of Denmarkb{d., I, iv): C. 19-20.

*there’s the rub’ or‘ay, there’s the rab’

, C. 19-20. ‘To sleep! perchance to dream;—thgre’s the rub’, in reference to death:
ibid., Il i.
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these little thingsare sent to try us

. We must bear patiently with (these) annoyances and (not necessarily little) misfortunes:
said in humorous resignation and fortitude: C. 20.

*thin end of the wedge, the

. The beginning of an influeeg the creation of a (dangers) precedent: C. 19-20. From
the proverbthe thin end of the wedge is to be feafedm wood-splitting.

thin on top

. Seelittle thin...

‘thing of beauty is a joy for ever, a.’

Mid C. 19-20. KeatsEndymion,1818, Book I, 1; the passage continues, ‘Its loveliness
increases’. Parodied by literaftgppers as ‘A thing of beauty is a boy for ever'.

thing of shreds and patches, a

. Seeshreds...
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thing of the past, to be(or becomg a

. To have become, or to become, out of dat®motten: late C. 19-20. ‘Tyranny is not a
thing of the past.’

things to come

; esp.the shape of things to comeSeeshape of-...

think no small beer of oneself, to

. To think well of oneself: colloquial: late C. 19-Zmall beeiis weak beer.

thirst for someone’s blood, to

. To desire eagerly to strike, reprimand, vituperate, or reproach someone: mid C. 19-20.

this is a bloody business

. A jocularity of late C. 19-20. Adapted from Shakespeare’s ‘It is the bloody business
which informs thus to mine eyeMécbethll, i, 48).
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this (or that) is not the case

; esp.,but this is... or this, however, is...,it is not so; it is untrue or incorrect: mid C.
19-20. From the law-courts.

this is the happiestmoment of my life

. Seehappiest moment...

this vale of tears

. The world: late C. 18-20; recorded in 1554 (O.E.D.). Sir David Lindsay (1 ca. 1557)
spoke of ‘this waill of miserie and wa’ (woe).

this world’s goods, rich in or well endowed
with

. Seeendowed...

*thorn in one’s flesh, a

. A mid C. 19-20 adaptation of ‘[They] sh&lé pricks in your eyes, and thorns in you
sides’ Numbersxxxiii. 55) and ‘They shall be as thorns in your siddsidgesii. 3); but
see also Zorinthiansxii. 7.
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‘though | says it as shouldn’t.’

A late C. 19-20 modification dhough | say it myself cliché of C. 19-20, anticipated
in Langland Piers PlowmanyIll, 192 (Benham).

thousand ills that flesh is heir to, the

. A misquotationcliché (late C. 19-20) of ‘the thousand natural shockdamigt,lll, i).

thousands flock to beaches to seek relief

(from a heat wave): Americgournalists’: from ca. 191Zhiefly as a head-line.

threadbare excuse, a

. A hackneyed excuse; an excuse made too often by a specific person: late C. 19-20.

threescore and ten (years)

. The natural or average life of man; ‘the allotted span’: C. 19-20. From its frequency in
the Bible: cf. ‘The days of ourears are threescore years and tBsa{msxc. 10).



A dictionary of Clichés 460

through and through (adverb)

. Thoroughly, entirely; in all respects:téaC. 19-20. ‘We were wet, through and
through’; ‘He’s a good fellow, through and through’. Originally of penetration.

through (or throughout) the ages

. From the beginning (and/or during the entire course) of recorded time: mid C.-49-20.
Cf. time out of mind.

*through thick and thin

. Despite difficulties, hardships, alangers, disgrace or persecution; egp.stick to a
person through thick and thir€C. 19-20. Originally in reference thicketandthin wood
(O.E.D)).

throw a veil over, to

. To hide or conceal; to say théng more about (a sexuakident or process): mid C. 49
20.

throw down the glove, to

. To issue a challenge: mid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent.+rlifone’s cloak.
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throw dust in a person’s eyes, to

. To deceive or delude him: mid C. 19-20.

throw off the scent, to

. To divert the attentions or suspicions of: C. 19-20. From hunting.

throw oneself on anoher’s generosity, to

. To commit oneself, or to trust, utterly to another’s generosity or forgiveness: C. 20.

thrust and parry

. Stroke and counterstroke, applied esp. toatke and witty conversation: late C. 19-20.
‘He much enjoys the cut and thrustrgfoste and repartee.” From fencing.

thrust down someone’s throat, to (?)

. To force (e.g., an opinion) upon him: mid C. 19-20.

thus far—and no farther

. To this point, extent, degree, but no further: C. 20.—Cf. ‘Hitherto [=to this point] shal



A dictionary of Clichés 462

thou come, but no furtherd@b, xxxuviii. 11).

tied

. Seeapron-strings andhand and foot

tighten one’s belt, to (?)

. To brace oneself againlstinger or penury: Q0. To tighten one’s belt is supposed to
reduce the pangs of hunger.

tilt at windmills, to

. To attack imaginary foes or abuses: mid C. 19-20. With refereramtneter molinos
de viento,to attack w.’ (Cervantef)on Quixote], 8).

time and time again

. Very often; repetitiously: late C. 19-20. An elaborationtiofe and againa C. 19
variant ofagain and agair).

time immemorial

. Seefrom time immemorial .
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time is not far distant when..., the

. Soon: public speakers’: late C. 19—20. An oratorical rotundity.

time is (or was) ripe, the

. It is, or was, a very suitabloccasion or period (for somatf to happen or be done);
time is sufficiently advanced: late C. 19-20. Ripe-fruit opportunity.

time marches on

. Seemarch of time.

time out of mind

. ‘From a time or during a period beyond human memory’ (O.E.D.): mid C. 18-20.
Synonymous with the obsoldiene out of memory

time (or Time) stood still

. ‘There seemed to be no such thing as tirsejpplied to moments or periods of ecstasy
or profound absorption: late C. 19-20.
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time (orthe time) was when

(one did or was able or accustomed tsdmething). There was a time when: mid G- 19
20; rather literary. ‘Time was when we had a national style’, Micklethwaite, 1870
(O.E.D)).

time (or Time) with his sickle (less oftenhour-
glasg

. Time personified: mid C. 19-20. In thens@ntional representation, Time has an hour-
glass in one hand, a sickle in the other.

‘timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.’

| fear the Greeks even wh they bring giftstheir (or his or...) friendliness is suspect: C.
19-20. Virgil, £neid,ll, 49.

times are out of joint, the

. The age is restless, disturbed, ‘quite tis&zctory, don’t you kow!": late C. 19-20.
Based on ‘The time is out of jointHamlet, |, v).

tinkling cymbal, a; tinkling cymbals

. A chattering, brainless person: C. 19-20. Andssemding brass
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tip from the stable, a(colloquial)

. Confidential information: late C. 19-20. From horse-racing.

'tis a mad world, my masters

. Gentlemen, it is a mad world we live in: C. 19-20. Originally, it was probably a
guotation; John Taylor, ‘the Water Poet’, gave it in this form ca. 1620 (Benham).

tit for tat (?)

. A fair (or a natural) return or reciprocatioa retaliation: C. 19-20; originally of one
blow for another. Cf. the proveth for tat is fair play

to a fault

. Seegenerous...

to all intents and purposes

. Virtually: mid C. 19-20.
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‘to be, or not to be;that is the question.’

C. 19-20Hamlet,lll, i. Often parodied.

*to say the least of it

. To put it mildly or temperately: mid C. 19-20.

*to tell the truth,...

; truth to tell (an elegant variation). A (generallyptroductory) formula of mid C. 19
20; the latter is obsolescent.

to that effect

. Seeor words...

to the bitter end

. To direst extremity; to death itself: from ca. 1870.—Cf. the title of John Brophy’s fine
war-novel, The Bitter End1928.
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to the end of the chapter

. To the end; until death; always: late C. 19-20.—Cf. Thackeray’s ‘Yet a few chapters
more, and then the last: after which, behold Finis itself comes to an end, and the Infinite
begun’ Roundabout Paperd,860-62), cited by Benham.

to the finger-tips

, ‘entirely’ (late C. 19-20), is a border-line caséate at one’s finger-tips,‘to know
thoroughly and have at ready command; to be readily familiar with’, is a fully qualified
cliché, dating from ca. 1880.

to the manner born

; esp.,as to the...,with natural ease, as though one were born with the knowlddge o
what to do or how to do it: mid C. 19-20. Frétamlet,l, iv.

to the tune of

. To the extent, amount, sum of: mid C. 18-20. Generally in reference to money, as in
‘fined to the tune of £20Developed from the earlier sensaccording to, in accordance
with’. (See O.E.D. atune,n., 6.)

toe the mark, to

. To conform wholly and imntiately to a rule, a princip| a policy: mid C. 19-20.
Synonymouslhytoe the linewhich is rather less common—not a cliché.
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toiling millions (or multitudes), the...

Those who work hard for little money: late C. 19—-20.—Cf. ‘Too long, that some may
rest,|Tired millions toil unblest’, Sir William Watson.

token of one’s esteem, a

. Seepresent with...

*Tom, Dick, and Harry, every; any T., D., or H

. Everyone—anyone—of no mattwhat social grade or geee of ability: C. 19-20,
though recorded, in other forms, centuries earlier. “We can’t have every Tom, Dick and
Harry throwing the damned thing in our teeth™ (F.W.CroRatal Venture 1939). From

the commonness of these pet-form3bbmas, Richard, Henry

*tongue in one’s cheek

; esp.,to have one’s...andspeak with one’s... to speak insincerelyjrom ca. 1870. l.e.,
with unexpressed reservations.

tongues of rumour, the (?)

. The voice of rumour; active rumour; rumours: mid C. 19-20; obsolescent.
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too (e.qg.,thrilling ) for words

. Very thrilling, etc.: colloquial: late C. 19-20.

too much...

Seehave too much...

too numerous to mention

. Too numerous to particularize: late C. 19-20.

tooth and nall

. Seefight tooth and nail.

top of one’s bent, the

. Seefool...

torn asunder

. Painfully divided between desire and duty, between integrity and worldly interest, o
between two loyalties: late C. 19-20. Lit., torn apart, torn in two.



A dictionary of Clichés 470

tortures of the damned, the

. Seesuffer the...

touch and go

. A very narrow escape; a delicate, tickliphecarious state of things: mid C. 19-20. ‘It
was touch and go whether reinforcementalaarrive in time.” A mere touch would
cause disaster (O.E.D.).

touch with a pair of tongs, not to;...with a
bargepole

. ‘'l would not touch it with a pair of tongs!'—'with a barge-pole!’: colloquial: from ca.
1810, 1880.

touched on the raw;touched to the quick

. Annoyed (the former only); painfully or guisitely or poignantly affected: respectively,
colloquial, C. 20, and Standard English, mid C. 19-20. For the semantiegirg.
one’s withers

touched to finger issues

is an adaptation of Shalm=are’'s ‘Spirits are not finely touched but to fine
issues’ Measure for Measurd, i); in C. 20, a cliché, literary rather than general.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 471

toujours la politesse!

Always politeness; always polite: from ca. 1880. Often in reference to Frenchmen.

*tower of strength, a

. A powerful or a most reliable, resourceful person: mid C. 19-20. Tenn@sienon the
Death of the Duke of Wellingtoh852, ‘O fall'n at length that tower of strength’. God is,
in the Bible, often alluded to as a tower, ‘a strong tower'—a source of protection.

towering passion, a

; esp.,to be in a... A mounting passion; great and increasing anger: C. 19-20.
Shakespeare and Scott havgo) a towering passian

town mouse

. Seecountry mouse

traffic is (orwas) at a virtual standstill

. An American newspaper reportecdiché, dating from ca. 1905.
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trail one’s cloak, to

. To be provocative; to give offence deliberately: from ca. 1920. A medieval provocation
to a duel.

‘trailing clouds of glory.’

In reference to human beings, who are endowed with glory at birth: mid C. 19-20. ‘Not
in utter nakedness,|But trailing clouds of glory do we come’ (Wordswiattimations @&
Immortality,1803).

trashy fiction (?)

. Sensational and/or worthless novels and stories: from ca. 1880.

*treat (someone or somethingjith the
contempt (he or it)deserves, to

, is exceedingly comon in C. 20.

trials and tribulations

. Trouble and hardship; troubles: late C. 19-20. From the frequentyalg§) and
tribulation(s)in the Bible.



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 473

tried and found wanting

is a mid C. 19-20 adaptation of ‘weighiedthe balances and found wantinGahiel, v.
27).

trifles light as air

. Airy trifles; baseless suspicions: C. 19-20al&speare, ‘Trifles, light as air,|Are to the
jealous confirmations strongO¢hello, in, iii).

Triton among minnows, a

. A person far pre-eminent above his fellows: late C. 19-20; easimong the.;
originally of the.., Shakespeare, ‘This ifon of the minnows’ Coriolanus,lll, i). (A
sea-god among the fish.)

trouble brewing

; esp.there is..., trouble is coming, is being prepared: mid C. 19-20. Richardson, 1741,
‘There is mischief brewing’ (O.E.D.). Perhaps from the brewing of beer.

true blue

. Staunch; unwavering in one’s faith or principles: mid C. 18320e blue will neve
stain, a proverb recorded in 1672. Itate C. 19-20 politics, it='staunchly
Tory’ (Conservative): the predominta@. 20 sense. (Benham; O.E.D.)
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true inwardness

. The inner merit; the quintessence: literary: late C. 19—20; obsolescent.

true to one’s colours

. Loyal to a cause, an amioiti, an aim: late C. 19—2Colours=flag.

truly representative

. Genuinely representative; admirably illustrative: C. 20. ‘He is truly representative of his
age.’

trusty sword, one’s

. One’s trustworthy sword: late C. 19-20; @ 20, jocular. Spenser, 1596, ‘His trusty
sword, the servant of his might’ (O.E.D.).

truth is beauty

, beauty truth is a misquotation (late C. 19-20) oB®auty is truth, truth beauty”,—that
is alllYe know on earth, and all ye need to know’ (Kc@tde on a Grecian Um
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truth to tell

. Seeto tell the truth.

tug at one’s heart-strings, to

. To be poignantly appealing to: late C. 19-20. ‘The child, happily playing in the grimy
street, tugged dtis heart-strings.’

tug of war, the

. Seewhen Greek...

turn a blind eye to, to; toturn a deaf ear (to),
to

. To pretend to be blind or deafo as to enable something illicit or ‘unconstitutional’ to
be done: C. 19-20. The former was probably popularized by Nelson’s masterly blindness
at the battle of Copenhagen, 1801.

turn a hair, not to; without turning a hair

. Seehair.
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turn an honest penny, to

. Seehonest penny

turn in one’s grave, to

. Seeenough...

*turn of the tide, a orthe

. A or the change in fortune: C. 19-20. Frtme literal sense.—Cf. Shakespeare’s ‘There
is a tide in the affairs of man,|Whichkém at the flood, leads on to fortunduljus
Ceesar|V, iii, 218-19), itself a cliché of C. 19-20.

turn out en masse, to

. An American (witness Sullivan) ariehglish cliché of late C. 19-20.

*turn over a new leaf, to

. To adopt a better course of conduct: C. 19-20. Recorded for 1597 (O.E.D.). From
turning the pages of a book.
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turn tail, to

. To flee; to retreat: mid C. 19-20. Originally a phrase in falconry.

*turn the other cheek, to

. To be meek under insult, provocation, punishment, oppression: C. 19-20. With
reminiscence of ‘Unto him that smiteth the® the one cheek offer also the othétiKe,
vi. 29).

turn the tables on, to

. To obtain advantages, or the upper hand, of one who held the upper hand; to reverse th
relative position or condition: C. 18-20. Frgphayers that reverse the position of the
board in order to reverse their relative positions (O.E.D.).

turn up like a bad penny, to

. To arrive, to arrivecontinually, as a bad (countetfer defaced) penny seems to do;
applied to ne’er-do-wells and scamps: mid C. 19-20.

turn up one’s nose at, to

. To scorn; to despise: mid C. 19-20.idTtaction (often accompanied with a sniff)
indicates contempt.
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turn up trumps, to

. Applied to something that turns out favourably: C. 19-20; originally colloquial. From
games of cards.

twelve

. Seegood men and true

Twelve Tribes, the

. A jocular, not unkindly, reference to Jews: late C. 19-20.

*twist round one’s little finger, to

. A cliché variant otwist round ones fingeflate C. 18-20; obsolescent): late C. 19-20.
To have completely in one’s control or under one’s influence.

two of a kind (or a trade)

. Two persons of the same trade (or profegstwrof the same sort of character—or lack
of it. Mid C. 19-20.
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two strings to one bow

. Seehave two...

U

ugly duckling, anor one’s

. The plainest or stupidest child in a family, but turning out to be the handsomest o
cleverest of all: 1869, Dicksn From Hans Andersen’s tale of the cygnet hatched with a
brood of ducklings and at first sigised for its ugliness. (O.E.D.)

unalloyed pleasure

. Pleasure unmixed with pain, discomfort, or doubt: from ca. 1880. From unalloyed
(unmixed) metal.

unavoidable delay, an; unavoidable delays

. From ca. 1890.
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Uncle Sam

. SeeBrother Jonathan.

unconfirmed rumour (or report), an

. Uncorroborated rumour or repo@: 20; originally journalistic.

unconsidered trifle(s)

. Seesnapper-up.

uncrowned king of (some country)the

. A person that, by virtue of his power, is the virtual ruler (of a country, a district, a
commercial activity)from ca. 1910.

und so welter

. And so forth: from ca. 1875. (German phrase.)

*under a cloud, to be

. In (temporary) disgrace: mid C. 18-26corded as early as ca. 1500 (O.E.D.).
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under a rough exterior

. Applied to a person that, in appearance rough,ah&gart of gold: late C. 19-20.
‘Under his rough exterior, he possessed many admirable qualities.’

under one’s breath (?)

. In a faint whisper or a very low voice: mid C. 19—-20. ‘He swore under his breath.’

under the agis of

. Under the powerful protection of; protected by: literary: mid C. 19-20. Fromrthe o
shield of Jupiter and/or Minerva.

under the Southern Cross

. In the Southern Hemisphere: an Australian cliché, dating from ca. 1880.

under the sun

. ‘It was, they thought, the richest country under the sun’, in the world; anywhere on
earth: 1382, Wyclif; a cliché in C. 17-20.
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under the thumb of, to be...

To be utterly and easily controlled by (aratiperson); subservient to him: C. 19-20.

undetermined origin

. ‘The fire was of undetermined origin.” American: C. 20, (Sullivan.)

‘uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.’

C. 19-20. Shakespeakéing Henry IV,Part 2, Act Ill, sc. i.

unfathomable designs; an unfathomable secret

(?)

. Designs—a secret—that cannot be disred, discerned, guessed: C. 20.

unfortunate pedestrian(s)

. Luckless walker(s) across ciyreets or along arterial rosdfrom ca. 1925. ‘There are
only two kinds of pedestrians—the quick and the dead’ (Vernon Rendall, ca. 1930).
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unfortunate women

. Prostitutes: from ca. 1820. (Hence Hood's ‘One more Unfortunate... Gonerto he
Death’, The Bridge of Sighsl844.) Originally a London Society expression (Grose,
1796).

unkindest cut of all, the; ‘the most unkindest
cut of all’

. The former is an incipient cliché (late £9-20; by misquotation), the latter (C. 19-20)
a fully qualified one, from Shakespeaidalius Caesarlll, ii, 187.

unleash the dogs of war

. Se€let loose...

unmistakable symptom, an

. A sure sign of disease, maladygyé¢, etc.: C. 20. Medical at first.

unprecedented situation, an

. A situation without precedent, generally wilpejorative connotiain: from ca. 1890.
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unsavoury reputation, an

. A bad and/or unpleasant reputation: C. 20. ‘The sort of people with the reputation that
we journalists describe as unsavoury’ (Somerset MaugB8anstmas Holiday1939).

unshakeable alibi, an

. A crime reporters’ and detective-storyiters’ cliché: from ca. 1925.—Cf. the next.

unsolved mystery, an

. From ca. 1880, but esp. since ca. 1920.

unspeakable Turk, the

. Seeterrible Turk .

unsubstantiated report, an (?)

. An uncorroborated report: C. 20. In C. isubstantiated rumowvras almost a cliché.

until death do us(orthem) part

. Us is the original form; fronTThe Book of Common Praydrpm ca. 1870. The latte
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dates, as a cliché, from ca. 188@e the Introduction, para. 2.

untimely end, an

; esp.,come to...To die prematurely: mid C. 19-20. Addison, 1709, ‘Souls of infants...
snatched away by untimely ends’; Prescott, 1847, ‘An untimely and miserable
end’ (O.E.D.).

untold advantages(perhaps)untold riches
(certainly)

. Very numerous advantages; vast wealth; late C. 19-20; mid C. 19-20 (in C. 17-18,
untold gold. And untold wealth(late C. 19-20) is gaining ground.

‘unwept, unhonoured, and unsung.’

Of a dead person: mid C. 19-20. From Scotie Lay of the Last Minstrel,805.
Anticipated by Euripide§Antigone)and PopdOdyssey)

unwritten law, the

. The ‘rules’ of decency and, as Hobbes pyt#. 1670), ‘right eason’: mid C. 19-20.
Fromunwritten law(Common Law).

up and doing, to be

. To be actively busy, esp. after an illness or a rest: colloquial: late C. 19-20.
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up in arms (figuratively used)

. Actively ready to take offence—and actidd: 19-20; perhaps longer, for cf. Swift,
1704, ‘All the men of wit...were immediately up in arms’ (O.E.D.).

up like a rocket and down like a stick

. Applied to a person that ‘fizzles out’, stavtell and ends as aifare: from ca. 1880;
obsolescent.

up to one’s eyes in work(colloquial)

. Extremely busy: late C. 19-20.

up to scratch (or the scratch), to come

. To do one’s duty, or what is expected of one: mid C. 19-20. From the line drawn on the
ground or floor to divide a boxing-ring.

*up to the hilt

. Completely, entirely, to the furthest degree possible: mid C. 19-20 (in C. 17, *...hilts’).
From a dagger inthrust right to the hilt. Often used absurdly.
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ups and downs

. Vicissitudes: mid C. 19-20. Fronrégularities on theurface of ground.

*upset the apple-cart, to

. To upset a plan or intention: mid C. 19-20. Origindlilg apple-cartsignified ‘the
human body’.

use and wont

. Habit and custom; accustomed practice anstom: C. 19-20; obsolescent. Recorded
by the O.E.D. as early as 1609.

utter darkness, in

. In complete darkness: mid C. 19-20.
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V

vee victis!

Woe to the conquered!: C. 18-20. Livy, V, xlviii, 9, ascribes to Brennus the exclamation:
vee victis! intoleranda Romanis vdkcorresponds to thGreek and the Englistod

vagaries of the English climate, the

. The seemingly unaccountaldad rapid changes in Endiisveather: C. 20.—Cf. the
once very common phragége vagaries of fashion

valley of the shadow (of death), théor with
capitals)

. An almost fatal illness; experience thereof. First in Coverdale, 1535, but thoroughly
popularized by Bunyan iRilgrim’s Progress,1678. SeePsalms,xxiii. 4. Hence, the
shadow of death, in the same sense, is also a cliché: C. 19-20.

valued guest of honour, a

. An Americanism: late C. 19-20. (Sullivan.)
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*vanish into thin air

. To vanish; to depart and be seen no more: mid C. 19-20. Originally of ghosts.

vast difference, a (?)

. A very great differenceC. 20. ‘A rise of a pound a weekll make a vast difference to
him.’

venerable pile, aor the

. An ancient (and impressive) edifice: mid C. 19-20.

‘veni, vidi, vicl.’

| came, | saw, | conquered: C. 18-20lius Caesar's famous statement.

venture a guesgor an opinion), to; *I venture
to say

. To hazard a guess or an opinion; | dare say: late C. 19-20.
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‘verray parfit, gentil knyght,—a.’

Literally ‘a truly perfect, noble knight’, it is often used of a very courteous, knightly
gentleman: mid C. 19—-20. Chauc€anterbury TalesPrologue, 72.

very much the reverse

. Seequite the opposite

*very present help in (time of) trouble, a

. ‘A cliché, like a lie, is a very present heiip trouble’ (H.A.Vachell). Mid C. 19-20.
Here, present'practical, and the short, ¢hcorrect form comes fronthe Book b
Common Prayer

very right and proper

. Correct and fitting: late C. 19-20. “Hmarried her, you know."—“Very right and
proper, I'm sure.” Mostly lower middle-class.

vested interests (?)

. Established or definitely assigned shasesrivileges: fom ca. 1840. (Cfa vested leda
right.)
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vexed gquestion, a

. A translation of Latinquaetio vexatdgor vexata queestjo mid C. 19-20. l.e., a difficult
guestion, and often posed.

via dolorosa

. Latin for ‘dolorous way or road’, it is a mid C. 19-20 literary cliché when used
figuratively. (Dolorosusis late Latin; the Classical L. would probably have beien
tristis.)

vicious circle, a

. Applied esp. to an argument that comes full circle: mid C. 19-20. Carlyle, 1843.

‘vicisti, Galileee!’

Thou hast conquered, O Galilean: C. 19-20. Julian the Apostate, apostrophizing Christ.

view the prospect wih complacency, to

. To regard a probability (or an outlook) hatut fear, uneasiness, or doubt: late C. 19-20.
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violation of sacred principles, a

. An American political clichéf C. 20. (Stuart Chas&he Tyranny of Word4,938.)

virgin page, a

. A page unwritten on: mid C. 19-20. In 1785, Crabbe spoke of ‘the virgin cofies’ o
books and newspapers: unbought, unread.

visible to the naked eye

. Visible without microscope: late C. 19-20.

vital spark, the

. That which distinguishes the living persfstom the corpse; the jorciple or essencefo
the physical human being: C. 19-20. F.Reynolds, 1826, ‘For some moments it was
supposed that the vital spark was extinct’ (O.E.D.).

voice an opinion, to

. To utter an opinion, esp. in public: from ca. 1890. Originally and still mostly
journalistic.
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voice (crying) in the wilderness, a

. A C. 19-20 adaptation of St. John’s ‘I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness’ (i,
23); esp. of precursive messages or warnings.

‘Vox et praeterea nihil.’

A sound (or voice or word) and nothing else: C. 19-20. Often jocular or sarcastic.

vox populi, vox Dei

. The voice (i.e., expressed opinion) of the people is the voice of God: C. 17-20.
‘Frequently cited or alluded to in English works from C. 15 onwards’ (O.E.D.). A Roman
maxim.

vulnerable spot

, esp..the. The vulnerable point or place: C. 24yt chiefly since Sgember 1938. From
the militaryvulnerable paror point, much used during the Napoleonic Wars.
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W

wages of sin, the; ‘thevages of sin is death’

. The payment—wages paid—for sin is death; sin results in death: C. Fa12@nsyi.

23('-[&. }fl',ig 6?&"'”“ Tﬁ(; &l"aerfﬂ; Odvazog).

waifs and strays(figuratively)

. Oddments; things not classifi elsewhere, things uncldssble: C. 20. Prob. from the
Waifs and Strays Society—fahildren homeless or lost,

wait on hand and foot, to

. Seeserve hand and foot

*walk on (orupon) air, to

; esp.to feel as if(or though) one were walking on air.To feel ‘on top of the world’, to
be exultant: late C. 19-20.
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walking encyclopaedia, a

. A polymath; a person with a great fund of information at command: mid C. 19-20. (A
walking library,1691: O.E.D.)

wallow in the mire, to

. To give oneself whole-heartedly and without restraint to sensual enjoyment: late C. 19
20. The phrase occurs in its literal sense in 1577 (O.E.D.).

war impends

. War is obviously near; war threatets come shortly: from ca. 1910; mostly
journalistic.—Cf. Cicero’s ‘Belli magni timor ipendet’ (the fear of a big war hangs ove
us).

war-path

. Seego on the war-path

war to end war, a

. Since late 1914. ‘This war, like the next war, is a war to end war’, anonymous (cited by
Benham).
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war to the knife

; esp.iit is (orwas) war... Relentless and/or fierce war; warthe death: not a cliché in
its literal senseSpanish guerra al cuchillahe origin of the English phrase, O.E.D.)t bu
in its figurative: mid C. 19-20.

‘wars and rumours of wars’

; often adapted tavar and rumours of war. Actual warfare and his, talk, reports fo
war(s): respectively mid C. 19-20 and C. 20. The quotation is Mamthew,xxiv. 6 (

TOAEPOVS 50} drods Tolépov).

*warm the cockles of one’s heart, to

. Applied to something that causes one to rejoice or feel very happy: mid C. 19-20.
(Scott, 1821; earlier asejoice, please, delightO.E.D.) A cockle is zoologically

Cardium,from Greek’mga'&l’ ‘heart’.

warm to one’s work, to

. To become animated in, or eagdyout, one’s work: from ca. 188Warm to ones
subject(mid C. 19-20) is almost a cliché.

was not to be, (but) itor that

. Fate ordained otherwise: sentimentalists’: late C. 19-20, though common throughout the
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Victorian era.

*wash one’s dirty linen in public, to

. To make public one’s disgrace scandalousness; to discuisgublic what should be
talked about only at home: from ca. 1860.

wash one’s hands of, to

. To disown; to refuse to have anything more to do with: mid C. 18-20. Originally (C. 16)
in allusion to Pilate’s washing his handdatthew,xxvii. 24).

waste one’s breath, to

. To speak to no purpose: C. 19-20. (Dryden, 16&&te wordsC. 15-20. O.E.D.)

watch and ward

. Seekeep...

*water, water everywhere, and not a drop to
drink.’

A misquotation of ‘water, water everywigg nor any drop to drink’ (Coleridg&,he
Ancient Maring): mid C. 19-20.
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wave of optimism, a (?)

. A not easily resisted optimistic mood or movement sweeping over a country: C. 20.

way of all flesh, the; to go the way...

, to die, or rather, to declindje, and be buried: C. 20. This is a misquotation of ‘This day
| am going the way of all the earth’ (dyindpshuaxxiii. 14; cf. 1Kings,ii. 2. Erewhon
Butler's novel,The Way of All Fleshappeared posthumously in 1903.

‘way of transgressors is hard, the’

; often misquoted athe way of the transgressor is hard C. 19-20: both forms are
border-line case®roverbs xiii. 15.

ways and means

. Seediscuss ways and means

we all come to it sometimdor sooner or later)

. In reference, esp. the former, to death or, esp. the latter, to love: mid C. 19-20.
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‘we are none of us infallible, not even the
youngest.’

From ca. 1880. W.H.Thompson (1810-8@gster of Trinity, Cambridge.

‘we are not amused.’

Queen Victoria’s icy remark (ca, 1880): late C. 19-20.

‘we are such stuff...’

See'such stuff...’

we shall not lookupon his like again

is an adaptation (a C. 19-20 cliché) of Skggleare’s ‘He was a man, take him for all in
all, 11 shall not look upon his like agaitigmlet,l, ii).

weaker vessel, the

. A wife; a man’s female partner: C. 19-20kewise, ye husbands, dwell with them...,
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel' P@ter, iii. 7):

dafeveotéow ouever (utensil).



A dictionary of Clichés 500

weal or woe

; esp.,for weal or woe, for (or in) prosperity and hastiip, happiness and grief: C.-19
20, althoughweal and woeoccurs so early as ca.d@ (The earliest sense wfeal is
‘wealth’.)

wealth of meaning, a

; esp.,with a..., richly significant (or significant), often with a sense of innuendo: late C.
19-20.Wealthhere=‘abundance’.

*wear one’s heart on one’s sleeve, to

. To show one’s feelings, esp. one’s afiees, for all the world to see: C. 19-20.
Originally in reference to $tkespeare’s ‘I will wear mieart upon my sleeve|For daws
to peck at’ Othello, 1, i).

wear the trousers, to(colloquial)

. Of a woman (‘the grey mare is the better horse’) that dominates her husband: C. 18-20
Adumbrated in C. 15: see Apperson.

weariness of the flesh, a

. Applied to something that wearies: mid C. 19-R€clesiastesii. 12, ‘Much study is a
weariness of the flesh’.
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(good, bad, etcyeather (has) occurred over
widespread areas

. American journalistic of C. 20. (Sullivan.)

weather the storm, to

. To sustain crisis, adversity, danger, with disaster: mid C. 19-20. Macaulay, 1849,
‘Who weathered the fiercest shas of faction’ (O.E.D.). From a ship’s withstanding a
storm.

wedded bliss

. Happiness in marriage: late C. 19-20. Consasjle blessedness

weighed in the balance and found wanting

. A reminiscence and adaptation (and a C. 19-20 cliché) of ‘Thou art weighed in the
balances, and art found wantin@dniel, v. 27).

weighty reasons

. Forcible or potent reasons: late C. 19-20. \{&fighty argumenty
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*welcome with open arms, to

. To welcome warmly or eagerly; to receivéeationately or eagerly: late C. 18-20. ‘The
envoy was received with open arms.’

well and good

. (It is) all right, permissible, understandab&: 19-20. ‘If you like to write such trash,
well and good; after all, it'gour concern.’ (Cf. French la bonne heurg

*well and truly

. Thoroughly; properly or fittingly; duly: late C. 19-20. ‘| declare this [foundation] stone
to be well and truly laid’ (a formula). An elaborationtafly, ‘accurately, rightly’.

well-earned rest

. Deserved repose or relaxation or holiday: from ca. 1880. ‘The statesman is now
enjoying a well-earned rest.’

well he (or sheorthey or...) know(s)—or
knew—it

. ‘He knows (or knew) it’, in intensive form: late C. 19-20.
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well-known resident, a

. American, slightly more than English: mid C. 19-20. (Sullivan.)

well nigh

. Almost (wholly); very nearly: C. 19-20. ‘He was well nigh dead, exhausted, kilfed.’ |
regarded as one word,igtthen a vogue-word.

Welsh Wizard, the

. The Rt. Hon. David Lloyd George (b., Jan. 17, 1863), M.P. for Caernarvon ir 1890
1931; Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1908-15, Prime Minister in 1916—22: from ca.
1910; obsolescent. With reference to his eloquence and his financial magit\iz&xd

of the North.

*wend one’s way, to

. To go: from ca. 1830. Current in C. 14-16yds revived (esp. by Scott) early in C. 19.
Literally, to turn one’s way: cturn one’s step§in a specified direction).

wet to the skin

. Drenched; thoroughly wet: recorded for 1526, but not a cliché until mid C. 19.
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what a wonderful place the world would be if
(orif only)

, €.0., kindness or even good sense prevailed: C. 20.

what with one thing and another

. Mid C. 19-20. ‘What..., he doesn’t know what to do.’

‘what’'s Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba?’

C. 19-20. From Shakespeatamlet,ll, ii (completed by ‘that he should weep for her).

*wheels within wheels

. A semi-proverbial saying: C. 19-20. Probably fr&zekiel,x. 10, ‘As if a wheel had
been within a wheel’, Revised Version. (Benham.)

when all is said and done

. From ca. 1870. ‘When..., it is not his fault but yours.’
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*when Greek meets Greek (then comes the
tug-of-war).’

A late C. 18-20 cliché that is a misquotation of Nathaniel Lee’s ‘When Greeksl joine
Greeks’ (i.e., engaged in battle) ‘then was the tug-of-wine(Rival QueendV, ii), a
poetic tragedy, 1677).

when one’s ship comes home

. When one succeeds; when one’s projedar lfruit: mid C. 19-20. Perhaps with a
reminiscence oThe Merchant of Venice

where ‘every prospect péases, and only man is
vile.’

As a quotation-cliché, it has been comnibroughout C. 19-20; in mid C. 19-20, it is
often incorporated into the text, thus, ‘It was like being in a little universe of her own
where every prospect gased—and only man was vile’ (George Goodchild,
Yellowstones1938). The quotation is from Reginald Heber's (T 18@hnswhere it is
though,notwhere

whip-hand

. Seehave the whip-hand
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whirligig of time, the

. Time in its whirling course: C. 19-20. (Shakespe@velfth Night,V, i, 385.)

whisper it not in Gath

. Seetell it not...

white blackbird, a

. Applied to rarity: C. 19-20; obssmdcent. An adaptation of Juvenatervo quoque
rarior albo, ‘rarer even than a white raver84dtires,vii, 202): rarissima avisjn short

white cliffs of Dover, the(figuratively for
‘England on one’s departure or arrival’)

: mid C. 19-20. With reference to the chalk.

*white elephant, a

. A burdensomely costly and exasperatingly useless possession: late C. 19-20. The king
of Siam formerly—s the story goes-presented a white elephatot obnoxious courtiers,
likely to be ruined by the expense of maintenance.
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white feather

. Seeshow the...

‘white flower of a blameless life, the'or
‘wearing the...’

A mark, sign, indication of purity and integrity: from ca. 1870. Tennyson,
‘Dedication’ (1861) ofidylls of The King

white man, to be a(colloquial)

. To be honourable: American (late C. 19-26¢n (from ca. 1910) English. Originally in
contradistinction to a negro.

*white man’s burden, the

. The white races’ responsibility for the coted races—or, aeast, for the unciviliz
coloured races: C. 20. From a famous poem addressed, Feb. 4p§80®ling to the
U.S.A.

whited sepulchres

. A lovely mockery; a beautifulor agreeable) exterior withfaul interior: mid C. 19-20.
Matthew,xxiii. 27, ‘Ye are like unto whited sepulchres,... beautiful outward, but...within
full...of all uncleanness’.
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...who shall be nameless

. Somebody, whose name we shall not mention: late C. 19-20.

‘who shall minister to a mind diseased?’

is a C. 19-20 misquotation of the passage citediritter...

wholesome respect

. Seeto have a...

whom the gods love die young

. The usual form (C. 19-20) of ‘He whom the gods love dies young’ (Menander and
Plautus).

*why and (the) wherefore, the

. The immediate and the ultimateasons: from ca. 1830. Ofitet merely="'the reason’.

wide open spaces, the

. Seegreat open spaces



A dictionary of clichés A-Z 509

widow’s mite, the (or a)

. A small contribution in money, the most one can afford: C. 19-20. Ktark, xii. 42,
‘A certain poor widow...threw in two mites, which make a farthing, her action being
praised by Christ in the next verse.

wild horses would not drag(originally: draw) it
from me

. Nothing could make me divulge it: mid C. 19-20. From a medieval form of torture.

will come into her (or his orits or...) own, she

(or...)

. Will receive merited praise, reward, position: late C. 19-€&fime inte‘come into
possession of’.

willingly let die, not to

. Seeworld will not...

win golden opinions, to

. (E.g., of a book) to be very well receivéate C. 19-20. Originally, with a reminiscence
of ‘I have bought|Golden opinions from all sorts of peogiéac¢beth,l, vii).
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win hands down, to(colloquial)

. To win easily: late C. 19-20. From a jockey’s relaxing his hold on the reins and
dropping his hands when victory is certain.

win (someone’sheart, to

. To obtain, esp. by merit, someone’s lowaeid C. 19-20; slightly obsolescent (merit
being out of fashion).

win (one’s)spurs, to

. To achieve one’s first success: mid C. 19-20. From a squire’s winning the $purs o
knighthood by performing a gallant deed in battle.

wings of the wind

; esp.,on the wings...,swiftly: C. 19-20. A reminiscence &salmsxviii. 10, ‘He [God]
did fly upon the wings of the wind’: Vulgate, ‘Volavit super pennas ventorum’.

winter holds (e.g., the entire Eastern seaboand)
its icy grip

. An American journalistic clichéf late C. 19—20. (Sullivan.)
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wise after the event

. A proverbial saying that, in C. 19-26,a cliché. Anticipated in Homdtiad, XVII, 32;
in Tacitus; in Livy: see Apperson.

*wise saws and modern instances

. Shrewd sayings with up-to-date examples:16-20. Originally in allusion to ‘the
justice [of the peace],...full of wise saws..Aq You Like Itll, vii).

wishful thinking

. A cliché (from ca. 1930) among Freudians; ttie proverb, ‘the vgh is father to the
thought,

witching hour of midnight, the

. Midnight (to a romantic mind): mid C. 19-20. Probably with an allusion to
Shakespeare’s ‘the very witching timé night, when graveyards yawrtHémlet, 111, ii,
406-7).

*with a vengeance

. Severely; to an extreme degree or unusual extent: mid C. 17-20. ‘And then it rained
with a vengeance.’ Originally, ‘with a curse’.
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with all one’s heart (and soul)

. Seeheart and soul

with an eye to the main chance

. Seeeye to...

with bated breath

. With one’s breathing restrained: late 19—-20. ‘He listened with bated breath to these
stories of adventure.’

with flying colours; oftento come off with...

, to emerge with brilliant success from a stieggr an ordeal: C. 19-20. (Locke, 1692, as
here.) Originally of a man-of-war.

with his blushing honours

. Seeblushing honours
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with might and main

. Seemight and main.

with one’s talil...

Seego off...

with telling effect

. Seetelling effect.

within limits (?)

. Within reasonable limits: late C. 19-20. ‘M@s to be given a free hand, within limits’,
i.e. a reasonably free hand.

without counting the cost

. Recklessly; scorning, or forgetting, to foresee the expense or the grievous result: C.19
20.—Cf. the Scottish proverb, ‘He that counts all costs will never put plough in the
earth’.



A dictionary of Clichés 514

*without let or hindrance

. Without hindrance, unhampered; free or freely; mid C. 1986 hindrance’; earlier,
without let or stay(C. 17-18).

without more ado

. Without fuss or ceremony: mid C. 19-20.—Loosely: promptly; very soon: C. 20.

without rhyme or reason

. Seeneither rhyme...

without turning a hair

. Seeturn a hair.

Wizard of the North, the

. Sir Walter Scott: literary: from ca. 1818: obsolescent. From his tantalizing anonymity
(post-1918 journalism would speak of ‘tMystery Man of Scotland’) and the famé o
his novels.
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woe betide(you, if you do something)

. You will get into (serious) trouble.if: from ca. 1830; slightly obsolescent.

*wolf in sheep’s clothing, a

. A dangerous or greedy person with a mild exterior: mid C. 18-20. As a proverbial
saying, in various forms, it goes back to C. 15.

*woman of a certain age, a

. A middle-aged woman: C. 19-20. ‘She was not old, nor young, nor at the years| Which
certain people call &ertain age”,|Which yet the most uncertain age appears’, Byron,
Beppo(published in 1818), stanza 22.

woman'’s glory, a

. Her long hair: mid C. 19-20; obsolescés sont les cheveux d’antan’® a woman
have long hair, it is a glory&a, a divine glory] to her’ (Corinthians,xi. 15).

woman’s intuition

. Her faculty (often abused and inaccurate) of guessing correctly: late C. 19-20.
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won in a canter(colloquial)

. Won easily: sporting (originally, turf): from ca. 1870.

word has been received that...

A message has been received, that...: late C. 19-20.

word in season, a

. A late C. 19-20 cliché-adaptation (perhaps based on the Revised Version reading) of ‘A
word spoken in due season, how good is Rfofrerbs xv. 23).

word in your ear!, a

. I want a few words with you: late C. 19-20.

word is as good as one’s bond, one’s

. Mid C. 19-20. ‘[He] had been brought up in the old-fashioned belief that onets wor
should be as good as one’s bond’ (C.Rushidurder in Bavaria,1937).Bond=written
agreement or pledge.
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words cannot describe; words fail me

.l am at a loss to describe or account for this event or thing: mid C. 19-20.

*words of wisdom

. Wise words; shrewd advice: mid C. 19-20.—Cf. ‘the words of truth and soberness’,

Acts, xxvi. 25: M?GE&IG xal am‘ﬁ@m; dm‘ﬁgmc (‘utterancesof

truth and sound sense’).

work of national importance

; esp.,engaged in...,helping to win the war: from mid September 1939. A catholic
phrase that cloaks many a oyal, many a shameful wangle.

work one’s fingers to the bone, to

. To work exceedingly hard: mid C. 19-20. Originally of sempstresses.

work with...

Seeset ta
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worked to death (figurative)

. Hackneyed; too common: late C. 19-20. ‘“Beeret door is worked to death in fiction.’

world has ever seen, the¢or, in full, that—
which—whom the world...)

. The most outstanding or remarkable or...or...: C. 18-20.

‘world must be made safe for democracy, the.’

Woodrow Wilson, to Congress, on April 2, 1917.

world of good, the

; esp.,something doegqor did or will do) somebody the...”That medicine did the peo
old man the world of good.’ Late C. 19-20.—Cf. the next.

world of truth, a

; esp..,there’s a world of truth in it, there is much truth in it, or much more than you
would suppose: mid C. 19-20.
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world of waters, the (?)

. The oceans of the world: C. 19-20; obsoknt. Perhaps inlasion to the Noachian
Flood.

*world, the flesh, and the Devil,—the

. The world, human frailty, and the Devil thiegmpts us always: C. 19—-20. From ‘the
deceits of the world, thflesh, and the devilThe Book of Common Prayehe Litany.

world well lost for love, the

; esp.,to believe(or think) the world..., to set love above one’s worldly interests: late
C. 19-20.

world-wide conflagration, a

. A great war, such as that 8914-18 and that of 1939-?: C. 20; at first, journalistic (as,
in the main, it is still).

world will not willingly let die, such as (or that)
the

. Some person, institution, cause, ideal thankind values very highly: mid C. 19-20.
An adaptation of ‘By intent and labour ... | might perhaps leave something so written to
after times as they should not willingly letdie’ (Milton, Introduction to Book Il of his
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Church Government,641). (With thanks to Professor A.W.Stewart.)

worldly wisdom

. Knowledge, esp. extensive knowledge, of the ways of mankind: mid C. 19-20.

*world’s a stage (and all the men and women
merely players), the(properly,all the)

. C. 19-20; from Shakespearéds You Like It]l, vii; cf. ‘The world...a stage, where
every man must play his parThe Merchant of Venicé, i.

‘world’s mine oyster, the’

, often with the continuatiofwhich | with sword will open’. C. 19-20. Shakespeare,
The Merry Wives of Windsdlt, ii.

worn threadbare (orto a shred

. Worn-out (clothes, ideas, expressions): late C. 19-20.

worn to a shadow (?)

. (Of a person) thin from hard work, anxiety, grief: C. 20.
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‘worth makes a man, the want of it the fellow.’

C. 19-20. Popé&ssay on Manl734.

*worth one’s weight in gold

. Extremely valuable (or useful): mid C. 19-20; but in use since late C. 16.

worthy of a better cause

; esp.with a courage(or an ability) worthy... Applied to a misplaced virtue: C. 20.

would give the world to..., loryou orhe

. (NotI should) | should very much like to...: late C. 19-20.

would not do (somethingfor anything in the
world, | (etc.)

. | certainly should not do it; it would pain me extremely to do it: colloquial: late €. 19
20.
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*wring one’s withers, to

. To harrow a person'’s feelings; prevail upon him by appealing to his compassion: mid C.
19-20. With an allusion to ‘Let the galled jade wince, our withers are unwrdagilét,
[, ii). See alsoour withers.

*writing on the wall, the

. An event or incident that clearly shows impending misfortune: C. 19-2MD&weel, v:
Belshazzar's feast, troubled byene, mene, tekel, upharsin

wry jest (?)

. An ill-natured, or a bitter, jest: late C. 19-20.

Y

year in (and) year out

. Year after year; unceagly for many years: mid C. 120. ‘There she sleeps, year in
and year out, while the people of Newpdi¢ off, one after asther’ (Bruce Graeme,
Racing Yacht Mystery1,939).
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yeoman service

. Seeperform...

yield to no man in one’s admiration of, to

. To admire (somebody or something) eadt as much as anyone else does: from ca.
1870.

yielding inch by inch

. Surrendering, giving way, only an inch at a time: late C. 19-20.

*you could have knocked me down with a
feather

. | felt extremely surprised or taken aback: late C. 19-20,
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you know what | mean

. You understand (? or !): late C. 19-20.

you know what | think?

An introductory time-gainera formula serving to modify the egoism of one’s ensuing
statement: late C. 19-20.

(you) mark my words

I Pay attention to what | say! You'll see I'm right: mid C. 19-20. (Either before or after a
statement.)

you may (or might or will or would) not believe
it, but (e.g.it’s true)

. Seebelieve it or not

young in heart, the

. Those who are spiritually and emotionallyughful: from ca. 1925. In 1939 there was a
cinematographic filnso entitled.—Cfyoung no matter...
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young man'’s fancy, a;and its originaljin the
spring a young man’s fancy lightly turns to
thoughts of love’

. A young man’s mood, imagination and/or affections: C. 19-20.

young no matter what their age, the; the young
of all ages

. The morally, sentimentally, emotionally youthful: from ca. 1910.

your earliest convenience, at

. As soon as you can, please: late C. 19-20. Originally and still mainly commercial.

your guess is as good as mine

. After all, we're both of us guessing: American: late C. 19-20.

ADDITIONS!?

(all) arrangementswere in train

: C.20.
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aristocracy of the mind, the

: since ca. 1950.

*at this point in time

: seein this day and agebelow.

battle was in full swing, the

. late C. 19-20.
blind with rage
. C. 19-20.
by and large
. late C. 19-20.

*chapter and verse

. esp.give...: C. 19-20.
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1 Approximate periods during whiche phrases have been clichés.

energy of despair, the

: C. 20.

fact not widely recognized, a

: C. 20.

*facts of life, the

: since ca. 1910.

follow to the ends of the earth

: mid C. 19-20.

*food for thought

: late C. 19-20.
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forty winks

: late C. 19-20.

golden opportunity

: mid C. 19-20.

greatest mistake of(one’s)life, make the

1 C. 20.
hold the fort
: late C. 19-20.
if you ask me,...
: C. 20.

in point of fact

: mid C. 19-20.
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in the long run

: late C. 19-20.

*In this day and age

: since ca. 1960. The most abhent of all post WW2 clichés.

*join the happy throng

: late C. 19-20.
live and learn
> mid C. 19-20.
mend one’s ways
: C. 19-20.

moment of truth, the

. A translation of the Spanisi momento de la verdadpplied to the moment at which
the matador is about to kill the bull, or be himself killed; notably first Englished by
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Ernest Hemingway iDeath in the Afternoon1932; heard occasionally ever since ca.
1940, but not become a cliché until 1962, especially in its application to the imminence
of death—to a shattering revelation or confaiion—to a final attainment of complete
truth or honesty or purpose.

mystery surrounds...

1 C. 20.
not to be sneezed at
: late C. 19-20.
one fine day
: late C. 19-20.

point of no return, the

: since ca. 1955.

*Public Enemy No. 1

. since ca. 1924. Originally, American.
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resume,or take up, the threads of one’s old life

: late C. 19-20.

rock bottom

. esp.,down to...: C. 20.

sad awakening

: since ca. 1870.

signal victory, a

: mid. C. 19-20.

snare and a delusion, a

: late C. 19-20.

stony silence

; esp.,maintain or preserve a...:since ca. 1880.
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stricken in years

: mid. C. 19-20.
*tangled skein, a
: late C. 19-20.
tender mercies(ironic)
: C. 20.
throw modesty to the winds
. late C. 19-20.
tissue of lies
. late C. 19-20.

toll of the road, the

: since ca. 1930. Mostly journalistic.
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turn the corner (metaphorical)

: C. 20.

wild and woolly

. late C. 19-20. Originally, American and Australian.

wind of change, the

: since 1945.

without a stain on one’s character

: mid C. 19-20.
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