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PREFACE  FROM TH E  ED ITOR  

 
Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of The House of the Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne was edited for students who are 
actively building their vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced 
Placement®), GRE®, LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations.1

 
Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are  provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary.  
 
Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com  

          
The Editor 

Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product.  All rights reserved.  

http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
mailto:websters@icongroupbooks.com
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
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INTRODUCTORY  NOTE   

 
 

IN September of the year during the February of which Hawthorne had 
completed "The Scarlet Letter," he began "The House of the Seven Gables." 
Meanwhile, he had removed from Salem to Lenox, in Berkshire County, 
Massachusetts, where he occupied with his family a small red wooden house, 
still standing at the date of this edition, near the Stockbridge Bowl.%

"I sha'n't have the new story ready by November,"  he explained to his 
publisher, on the 1st of October, "for I am never good for anything in the literary 
way till after the first autumnal frost, which has somewhat such an effect on my 
imagination that it does on the foliage here about me-multiplying and 
brightening its hues." But by vigorous application he was able to complete the 
new work about the middle of the January following. 

Since research has disclosed the manner in which the romance is interwoven 
with incidents from the history of the Hawthorne family, "The House of the 
Seven Gables" has acquired an interest apart from that by which it first appealed 
to the public.  John Hathorne (as the name was then spelled), the great-
grandfather of Nathaniel Hawthorne, was a magistrate at Salem in the latter part 
of the seventeenth century, and officiated at the famous trials for witchcraft held 
there.  It is of record that he used peculiar severity towards a certain woman who 
was among the accused; and the husband of this woman prophesied that God 
would take revenge upon his wife's persecutors.  This circumstance doubtless 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acquired: (adj) acquisitive, acquisite, 
extrinsic, noninheritable, derivative. 

autumnal: (adj) maturer, vespertine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) summery, vernal, 
wintry. 

brightening: (n) blooming, polishing, 
limb, illumination, first blush, break 
of day. 

circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact. 

disclosed: (adj) exposed, open, 
unconcealed, out of the closet, naked, 
manifest, discovered, ascertained, 
detailed. 

foliage: (n) verdure, foliation, 
greenery, leaf, frond, cotyledon, 
ramage, tigella, stem, blade, leaves. 

interwoven: (adj) interlinking, 
interlacing, interlocking, complex, 
interwove, twine, contextural, 
entangled, inseparable, knotted, 
related. 

severity: (n) rigor, austerity, 
harshness, roughness, intensity, 
inclemency, asperity, gravity, 
hardness, tyranny, violence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, 
pleasantness, flexibility, clemency, 
softness, insignificance, warmth, 
lenience, brightness. 

witchcraft: (n) incantation, sorcery, 
witchery, enchantment, spell, black 
magic, necromancy, fascination, 
charm, black art, glamour. 
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furnished a hint for that piece of tradition in the book which represents a 
Pyncheon of a former generation as having persecuted one Maule, who declared 
that God would give his enemy "blood to drink." It became a conviction with The 
Hawthorne family that a curse had been pronounced upon its members, which 
continued in force in the time of The romancer; a conviction perhaps derived 
from the recorded prophecy of The injured woman's husband, just mentioned; 
and, here again, we have a correspondence with Maule's malediction in The 
story. Furthermore, there occurs in The "American Note-Books" (August 27, 
1837), a reminiscence of The author's family, to the following effect. Philip 
English, a character well-known in early Salem annals, was among those who 
suffered from John Hathorne's magisterial harshness, and he maintained in 
consequence a lasting feud with the old Puritan official. But at his death English 
left daughters, one of whom is said to have married the son of Justice John 
Hathorne, whom English had declared he would never forgive.  It is scarcely 
necessary to point out how clearly this foreshadows the final union of those 
hereditary foes, the Pyncheons and Maules, through the marriage of Phoebe and 
Holgrave. The romance, however, describes the Maules as possessing some of 
the traits known to have been characteristic of the Hawthornes:  for example, "so 
long as any of the race were to be found, they had been marked out from other 
men--not strikingly, nor as with a sharp line, but with an effect that was felt 
rather than spoken of--by an hereditary characteristic of reserve."  Thus, while 
the general suggestion of the Hawthorne line and its fortunes was followed in 
the romance, the Pyncheons taking the place of The author's family, certain 
distinguishing marks of the Hawthornes were assigned to the imaginary Maule 
posterity.%

There are one or two other points which indicate Hawthorne's method of 
basing his compositions, the result in the main of pure invention, on the solid 
ground of particular facts.  Allusion is made, in the first chapter of the "Seven 
Gables," to a grant of lands in Waldo County, Maine, owned by the Pyncheon 
family.  In the "American Note-Books" there is an entry, dated August 12, 1837, 
which speaks of the Revolutionary general, Knox, and his land-grant in Waldo 
County, by virtue of which the owner had hoped to establish an estate on the 
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feud: (n) dispute, competition, blood 
feud, conflict, disagreement, feoff; (n, 
v) contest, quarrel, affray, fight; (v) 
battle. ANTONYMS: (v) truce; (n) 
peace, harmony, accord. 

harshness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
severity, acrimony, brutality, 
hardness, roughness, rigor, 
inclemency, hoarseness; (adj, n) 
strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
leniency, quietness, flexibility, 
kindness, mercy, sweetness,  

melodiousness, brightness, 
smoothness, lenience. 

magisterial: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, imperious, dictatorial, 
authoritative, authoritarian, lordly, 
peremptory, dogmatic, arbitrary, 
bossy. 

malediction: (n) imprecation, 
anathema, execration, denunciation, 
malison, oath, proscription, 
maranatha, profanity, swear word, 
heavy calamity. ANTONYM: (n)  

blessing. 
persecuted: (adj) downtrodden, 

aggrieved, laden, mistreated, 
wronged. 

possessing: (adj) fruitive. 
reminiscence: (n) memory, recall, 

recollection, anamnesis, memoir, 
nostalgia, mind, recollections, 
retrospect, memorial, memento. 

romancer: (n) visionary, idealist, 
romancist. 

speaks: (n) talks. 
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English plan, with a tenantry to make it profitable for him.  An incident of much 
greater importance in the story is the supposed murder of one of the Pyncheons 
by his nephew, to whom we are introduced as Clifford Pyncheon.  In all 
probability Hawthorne connected with this, in his mind, the murder of Mr. 
White, a wealthy gentleman of Salem, killed by a man whom his nephew had 
hired.  This took place a few years after Hawthorne's gradation from college, and 
was one of the celebrated cases of the day, Daniel Webster taking part 
prominently in the trial.  But it should be observed here that such resemblances 
as these between sundry elements in the work of Hawthorne's fancy and details 
of reality are only fragmentary, and are rearranged to suit the author's 
purposes.%

In the same way he has made his description of Hepzibah Pyncheon's seven-
gabled mansion conform so nearly to several old dwellings formerly or still 
extant in Salem, that strenuous efforts have been made to fix upon some one of 
them as the veritable edifice of the romance.  A paragraph in The opening 
chapter has perhaps assisted this delusion that there must have been a single 
original House of the Seven Gables, framed by flesh-and-blood carpenters; for it 
runs thus:- 

Familiar as it stands in the writer's recollection--for it has been an object of 
curiosity with him from boyhood, both as a specimen of the best and stateliest 
architecture of a long-past epoch, and as the scene of events more full of interest 
perhaps than those of a gray feudal castle--familiar as it stands, in its rusty old 
age, it is therefore only the more difficult to imagine the bright novelty with 
which it first caught the sunshine." 

Hundreds of pilgrims annually visit a house in Salem, belonging to one 
branch of the Ingersoll family of that place, which is stoutly maintained to have 
been The model for Hawthorne's visionary dwelling.  Others have supposed that 
the now vanished house of The identical Philip English, whose blood, as we have 
already noticed, became mingled with that of the Hawthornes, supplied the 
pattern; and still a third building, known as the Curwen mansion, has been 
declared the only genuine establishment. Notwithstanding persistent popular 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

boyhood: (n) babyhood, adolescence, 
youth, youthhood, infancy, girlhood, 
age, boyism, puberty. ANTONYM: 
(n) adulthood. 

delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, 
cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, 
mirage, trick, fallacy, error, 
aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: 
(n) comprehension, fact, truth. 

edifice: (n) building, structure, house, 
hall, fabric, aviary, bagnio, 
bathhouse, abattoir, bawdyhouse,  

clubhouse. 
epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, 

season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date 
of reference, times. 

feudal: (adj) feudatory, medieval, 
feodal. 

gradation: (n) degree, scale, ablaut, 
progression, graduation, tier, step, 
level, shade, form, extent. 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, complex, 
indiscriminate, heterogeneous, 
medley, confused, eclectic, motley,  

different; (v) blended, blent. 
stoutly: (adv) sturdily, robustly, 

strongly, solidly, lustily, vigorously, 
toughly, resolutely, stockily, portly, 
obstinately. ANTONYM: (adv) feebly. 

sundry: (adj) several, different, 
diverse, assorted, miscellaneous, 
many, varied, mixed, divers, various; 
(n) sundries. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uniform, homogeneous. 

tenantry: (n) assemblage, aggregation, 
accumulation, collection. 
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belief, The authenticity of all these must positively be denied; although it is 
possible that isolated reminiscences of all three may have blended with the ideal 
image in the mind of Hawthorne.  He, it will be seen, remarks in the Preface, 
alluding to himself in the third person, that he trusts not to be condemned for 
"laying out a street that infringes upon nobody's private rights...  and building a 
house of materials long in use for constructing castles in the air." More than this, 
he stated to persons still living that the house of the romance was not copied 
from any actual edifice, but was simply a general reproduction of a style of 
architecture belonging to colonial days, examples of which survived into the 
period of his youth, but have since been radically modified or destroyed.  Here, 
as elsewhere, he exercised the liberty of a creative mind to heighten the 
probability of his pictures without confining himself to a literal description of 
something he had seen.%

While Hawthorne remained at Lenox, and during the composition of this 
romance, various other literary personages settled or stayed for a time in the 
vicinity; among them, Herman Melville, whose intercourse Hawthorne greatly 
enjoyed, Henry James, Sr., Doctor Holmes, J.  T.  Headley, James Russell Lowell, 
Edwin P. Whipple, Frederika Bremer, and J.  T.  Fields; so that there was no lack 
of intellectual society in the midst of the beautiful and inspiring mountain 
scenery of the place.  "In the afternoons, nowadays," he records, shortly before 
beginning the work, "this valley in which I dwell seems like a vast basin filled 
with golden Sunshine as with wine;" and, happy in the companionship of his 
wife and their three children, he led a simple, refined, idyllic life, despite the 
restrictions of a scanty and uncertain income. A letter written by Mrs. 
Hawthorne, at this time, to a member of her family, gives incidentally a glimpse 
of the scene, which may properly find a place here.  She says:  "I delight to think 
that you also can look forth, as I do now, upon a broad valley and a fine 
amphitheater of hills, and are about to watch the stately ceremony of the sunset 
from your piazza.  But you have not this lovely lake, nor, I suppose, the delicate 
purple mist which folds these slumbering mountains in airy veils.  Mr. 
Hawthorne has been lying down in the sun shine, slightly fleckered with the 
shadows of a tree, and Una and Julian have been making him look like the 
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amphitheater: (n) coliseum, arena, 
stadium, ambo, auditorium, field, 
amphitheatral , amphitheatrical , 
circus, vista, tribune. 

blended: (adj) mixed, miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, alloyed, 
amalgamated, beaten, adulterate, 
conglomerate; (n) medley; (v) mingle.

confining: (adj) restricting, limiting, 
narrow, confined, oppressive, 
stringent, constrictive, restrictive, 
closemouthed; (v) confine; (n)  

contraction. 
heighten: (v) amplify, enlarge, 

aggravate, raise, deepen, elevate, 
boost, grow, expand, compound, 
advance. ANTONYMS: (v) alleviate, 
damage, decrease, improve, lessen. 

inspiring: (adj) rousing, provocative, 
inspire, inspirational, inspiringly, 
heartening, encourage, entertaining, 
exhilarating, hopeful, imposing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ridiculous, 
uninspiring, banal, boring, dull,  

unimpressive. 
piazza: (n) plaza, square, mall, circus, 

cloister, arcade, court, crescent, 
porch, space, veranda. 

reminiscences: (n) memoirs. 
scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 

inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
abundant, ample, strong. 

slumbering: (adj) dormant, asleep, 
latent. ANTONYM: (adj) awake. 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 7

mighty Pan, by covering his chin and breast with long grass-blades, that looked 
like a verdant and venerable beard."  The pleasantness and peace of his 
surroundings and of his modest home, in Lenox, may be taken into account as 
harmonizing with the mellow serenity of the romance then produced.  Of the 
work, when it appeared in the early spring of 1851, he wrote to Horatio Bridge 
these words, now published for the first time:- 

 
"`The House of the Seven Gables' in my opinion, is better than `The 
Scarlet Letter:' but I should not wonder if I had refined upon the 
principal character a little too much for popular appreciation, nor if the 
romance of the book should be somewhat at odds with the humble and 
familiar scenery in which I invest it. But I feel that portions of it are as 
good as anything I can hope to write, and the publisher speaks 
encouragingly of its success." 

 
From England, especially, came many warm expressions of praise, --a fact 

which Mrs. Hawthorne, in a private letter, commented on as the fulfillment of a 
possibility which Hawthorne, writing in boyhood to his mother, had looked 
forward to.  He had asked her if she would not like him to become an author and 
have his books read in England.%

—G.  P.  L. 
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encouragingly: (adv) promisingly, 
inspiritingly, encourage, hopefully, 
propitiously, positively, 
sympathetically, cheeringly, 
hortatorily, brightly, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) negatively, 
inauspiciously. 

fulfillment: (n) completion, fruition, 
achievement, satisfaction, fulfilment, 
attainment, execution, 
consummation, contentment, 
observance, discharge. ANTONYMS: 

(n) disobedience, dissatisfaction, 
abandonment, dismay. 

harmonizing: (v) harmonize; (adj) 
acquiescent, assenting, balancing, 
toning, fitting, agreeing, henotic, in 
accord, matching, opposite. 
ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting. 

pleasantness: (n) agreeableness, 
sweetness, niceness, suavity, 
disagreeableness, attractiveness, 
gaiety, kindness, delightfulness, 
geniality, charm. ANTONYMS: (n)  

atrociousness, harshness, ghastliness, 
gruesomeness, grumpiness, 
repulsiveness, nastiness, unkindness. 

scenery: (n) scene, prospect, 
panorama, landscape, outlook, 
nature, picture, vista, set, backdrop, 
background. 

verdant: (adj) lush, leafy, flourishing, 
fresh, raw, verdurous, blooming, 
immature, inexperienced, emerald, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) dying, 
urban, withering. 
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PREFACE  

 
 
WHEN a writer calls his work a Romance, it need hardly be observed that he 
wishes to claim a certain latitude, both as to its fashion and material, which he 
would not have felt himself entitled to assume had he professed to be writing a 
Novel.  The latter form of composition is presumed to aim at a very minute 
fidelity, not merely to the possible, but to the probable and ordinary course of 
man's experience.  The former--while, as a work of art, it must rigidly subject 
itself to laws, and while it sins unpardonably so far as it may swerve aside from 
the truth of the human heart--has fairly a right to present that truth under 
circumstances, to a great extent, of the writer's own choosing or creation.  If he 
think fit, also, he may so manage his atmospherical medium as to bring out or 
mellow the lights and deepen and enrich the shadows of the picture.  He will be 
wise, no doubt, to make a very moderate use of the privileges here stated, and, 
especially, to mingle the Marvelous rather as a slight, delicate, and evanescent 
flavor, than as any portion of the actual substance of the dish offered to the 
public.  He can hardly be said, however, to commit a literary crime even if he 
disregard this caution.%

In the present work, the author has proposed to himself--but with what 
success, fortunately, it is not for him to judge--to keep undeviatingly within his 
immunities.  The point of view in which this tale comes under the Romantic 
definition lies in the attempt to connect a bygone time with the very present that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bygone: (adj) ancient, former, gone, 
obsolete, outmoded, previous, 
archaic, old, late; (n) preterite, 
antique. ANTONYMS: (adj) future, 
current, coming, modern. 

evanescent: (adj) passing, temporary, 
fleeting, transitory, fugitive, 
momentary, transient, cursory, 
temporal, intangible, short-lived. 

flavor: (n) relish, tang, smell, aroma, 
salt; (n, v) taste, flavour, smack; (v) 
spice, season, sauce. ANTONYMS:  

(n) staleness, blandness, emptiness. 
immunities: (n) freedom, franchises, 

facility, ease, generosity. 
mingle: (v) compound, combine, 

merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part. 

swerve: (n, v) curve; (v) depart, stray, 
turn, wander, deflect, sheer, veer, 
diverge, shift, slew. ANTONYMS: (v) 
straighten, converge. 

undeviatingly: (adv) straightly,  

directly, regularly, literally, fixedly, 
unflinchingly, unwaveringly, 
unvaryingly, unvariedly, uniformly, 
unfalteringly. 

unpardonably: (adj, adv) unforgivably, 
indefensibly; (adv) unjustifiably, 
unwarrantably, appallingly, 
intolerably; (adj) unreasonably, 
excessively, unduly, unwarrantedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) understandably. 

wishes: (n) desires, requirements, 
requests, needs, will. 
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is flitting away from us.  It is a legend prolonging itself, from an epoch now 
gray in the distance, down into our own broad daylight, and bringing along with 
it some of its legendary mist, which the reader, according to his pleasure, may 
either disregard, or allow it to float almost imperceptibly about the characters 
and events for the sake of a picturesque effect.  The narrative, it may be, is woven 
of so humble a texture as to require this advantage, and, at the same time, to 
render it the more difficult of attainment.%

Many writers lay very great stress upon some definite moral purpose, at 
which they profess to aim their works.  Not to be deficient in this particular, the 
author has provided himself with a moral,--the truth, namely, that the wrong-
doing of one generation lives into the successive ones, and, divesting itself of 
every temporary advantage, becomes a pure and uncontrollable mischief; and he 
would feel it a singular gratification if this romance might effectually convince 
mankind--or, indeed, any one man--of the folly of tumbling down an avalanche 
of ill-gotten gold, or real estate, on the heads of an unfortunate posterity, thereby 
to maim and crush them, until the accumulated mass shall be scattered abroad in 
its original atoms.  In good faith, however, he is not sufficiently imaginative to 
flatter himself with the slightest hope of this kind.  When romances do really 
teach anything, or produce any effective operation, it is usually through a far 
more subtile process than the ostensible one.  The author has considered it 
hardly worth his while, therefore, relentlessly to impale the story with its moral 
as with an iron rod,--or, rather, as by sticking a pin through a butterfly, --thus at 
once depriving it of life, and causing it to stiffen in an ungainly and unnatural 
attitude.  A high truth, indeed, fairly, finely, and skilfully wrought out, 
brightening at every step, and crowning the final development of a work of 
fiction, may add an artistic glory, but is never any truer, and seldom any more 
evident, at the last page than at the first. 

The reader may perhaps choose to assign an actual locality to the imaginary 
events of this narrative.  If permitted by the historical connection,--which, though 
slight, was essential to his plan,--the author would very willingly have avoided 
anything of this nature. Not to speak of other objections, it exposes the romance 
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depriving: (adj) scanty, privative, 
grudging, causing privation, stingy. 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually. 

exposes: (adj) exposed. 
flitting: (adj) fleeting, fugitive, 

momentary, transient, ephemeral; (v) 
migration. 

impale: (v) empale, spike, kill, lance, 
thrust, spear, enfilade, riddle, run 
through, penetrate; (n, v) stick. 

maim: (adj, v) cripple, deface; (v) 
mutilate, injure, deform, mar, 
damage, lacerate, truncate, disable; 
(adj) wound. 

ostensible: (adj) seeming, alleged, 
specious, superficial, nominal, 
manifest, outward, pretended, 
unreal, supposed, colorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) real, actual,  

genuine. 
prolonging: (adj) delaying, continuing; 

(n) continuation, perseverance. 
subtile: (adj) fine, delicate, rare, light, 

guileful, astute, acute, cunning, 
subtle, artful, crafty. 

ungainly: (adj) clumsy, gawky, 
unwieldy, inelegant, inept, maladroit, 
uncouth, graceless, stiff, wooden, 
unmanageable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, manageable, adroit, fitting, 
elegant. 
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to an inflexible and exceedingly dangerous species of criticism, by bringing his 
fancy-pictures almost into positive contact with the realities of the moment.  It 
has been no part of his object, however, to describe local manners, nor in any 
way to meddle with the characteristics of a community for whom he cherishes a 
proper respect and a natural regard.  He trusts not to be considered as 
unpardonably offending by laying out a street that infringes upon nobody's 
private rights, and appropriating a lot of land which had no visible owner, and 
building a house of materials long in use for constructing castles in the air.  The 
personages of the tale--though they give themselves out to be of ancient stability 
and considerable prominence--are really of the author's own making, or at all 
events, of his own mixing; their virtues can shed no lustre, nor their defects 
redound, in the remotest degree, to the discredit of the venerable town of which 
they profess to be inhabitants.  He would be glad, therefore, if-especially in the 
quarter to which he alludes-the book may be read strictly as a Romance, having a 
great deal more to do with the clouds overhead than with any portion of the 
actual soil of the County of Essex.%

LENOX, January 27, 1851. 
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appropriating: (n) capture. 
discredit: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 

degrade, reproach, shame, doubt, 
defame, slur; (v) disbelieve, decry, 
impeach. ANTONYMS: (n, v) honor; 
(v) believe, credit, dignify, praise, 
trust, verify, support, laud, 
commend, accept. 

lustre: (n) brilliance, gloss, brilliancy, 
grandeur, splendour, effulgence, 
splendor, shininess, shine, sheen, 
brightness. 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard. 

offending: (adj) opprobrious, criminal, 
aberrant, guilty, delinquent, 
antisocial, scurrilous, errant. 

profess: (v) assert, feign, affirm, avow, 
state, pretend, claim, confess, allege, 
aver; (n, v) protest. ANTONYM: (v) 
repress. 

redound: (v) tend, conduce, reflect, 
dominate, accrue, bear on, prevail, 
bear upon; (adj) conducive; (n, v) 
result. 

remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, 
endmost, extreme, last, utmost. 

venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
estimable, August, respectable, aged, 
distinguished, sacred, worthy, of 
long standing, revered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unworthy, unimpressive, 
undignified, disreputable. 
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C H A P T E R  I    

 
T H E  O L D  P Y N C H E O N  F A M I L Y  

 
 

HALFWAY down a by-street of one of our New England towns stands a 
rusty wooden house, with seven acutely peaked gables, facing towards various 
points of the compass, and a huge, clustered chimney in the midst.  The street is 
Pyncheon Street; the house is the old Pyncheon House; and an elm-tree, of wide 
circumference, rooted before the door, is familiar to every town-born child by the 
title of the Pyncheon Elm.  On my occasional visits to the town aforesaid, I 
seldom failed to turn down Pyncheon Street, for the sake of passing through the 
shadow of these two antiquities, --the great elm-tree and the weather-beaten 
edifice.%

The aspect of the venerable mansion has always affected me like a human 
countenance, bearing the traces not merely of outward storm and sunshine, but 
expressive also, of the long lapse of mortal life, and accompanying vicissitudes 
that have passed within.  Were these to be worthily recounted, they would form 
a narrative of no small interest and instruction, and possessing, moreover, a 
certain remarkable unity, which might almost seem the result of artistic 
arrangement.  But the story would include a chain of events extending over the 
better part of two centuries, and, written out with reasonable amplitude, would 
fill a bigger folio volume, or a longer series of duodecimos, than could prudently 
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aforesaid: (adj) aforenamed, said, 
foregoing, above-mentioned, same, 
preceding, former, foresaid. 

antiquities: (n) antique. 
centuries: (n) century. 
clustered: (adj) agglomerated, 

agglomerative, bunched, bunchy, 
gregarious, concentrated, 
conglomerate, collective. 

extending: (adj) expanding. 
folio: (n) leaf, sheet, number, page 

number, flyleaf, quarto, octavo,  

blade, foliage, number the folios, 
book. 

peaked: (adj) pointed, sharp, spiky, 
ensiform, peaky, poorly, salient, 
unwell, gaunt, wan, emaciated. 

recounted: (adj) narrative. 
seldom: (adj) scarce, rare, few, 

infrequent; (adv) occasionally, 
infrequently, uncommonly, hardly, 
scarcely, not often, once in a blue 
moon. ANTONYMS: (adv) often, 
seldom. 

sunshine: (n) sunlight, sun, day, light, 
fair weather, gladness, shine, glee, 
sunbeam, delight, brightness. 

vicissitudes: (n) changeability, life, 
variableness, variability. 

weather-beaten: (adj) gnarled, rugged. 
worthily: (adv) excellently, honorably, 

becomingly, praiseworthily, 
deservingly, splendidly, generously, 
meritoriously, virtuously, uprightly, 
goodly. ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
dishonorably. 
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be appropriated to the annals of all New England during a similar period.  It 
consequently becomes imperative to make short work with most of the 
traditionary lore of which the old Pyncheon House, otherwise known as the 
House of the Seven Gables, has been the theme.   With a brief sketch, therefore, of 
the circumstances amid which the foundation of the house was laid, and a rapid 
glimpse at its quaint exterior, as it grew black in the prevalent east wind,--
pointing, too, here and there, at some spot of more verdant mossiness on its roof 
and walls,--we shall commence the real action of our tale at an epoch not very 
remote from the present day.  Still, there will be a connection with the long past--
a reference to forgotten events and personages, and to manners, feelings, and 
opinions, almost or wholly obsolete --which, if adequately translated to the 
reader, would serve to illustrate how much of old material goes to make up the 
freshest novelty of human life.  Hence, too, might be drawn a weighty lesson 
from the little-regarded truth, that the act of the passing generation is the germ 
which may and must produce good or evil fruit in a far-distant time; that, 
together with the seed of the merely temporary crop, which mortals term 
expediency, they inevitably sow the acorns of a more enduring growth, which 
may darkly overshadow their posterity.%

The House of the Seven Gables, antique as it now looks, was not the first 
habitation erected by civilized man on precisely the same spot of ground.  
Pyncheon Street formerly bore the humbler appellation of Maule's Lane, from 
the name of the original occupant of the soil, before whose cottage-door it was a 
cow-path.  A natural spring of soft and pleasant water--a rare treasure on the sea-
girt peninsula where the Puritan settlement was made--had early induced 
Matthew Maule to build a hut, shaggy with thatch, at this point, although 
somewhat too remote from what was then the centre of the village. In the growth 
of the town, however, after some thirty or forty years, the site covered by this 
rude hovel had become exceedingly desirable in the eyes of a prominent and 
powerful personage, who asserted plausible claims to the proprietorship of this 
and a large adjacent tract of land, on the strength of a grant from the legislature.  
Colonel Pyncheon, the claimant, as we gather from whatever traits of him are 
preserved, was characterized by an iron energy of purpose.  Matthew Maule, on 
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appellation: (n) designation, 
denomination, title, name, nickname, 
epithet, moniker, term, appellative, 
cognomen, degree. 

expediency: (n) utility, convenience, 
advantage, fitness, advisability, 
pertinence, expedient, benefit, 
effectiveness, value, pertinency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impracticality, 
inconvenience, inexpedience, 
unsuitability, uselessness. 

hovel: (n) hut, cot, booth, hole, cottage, 

hutch, shanty, bothy, shed, shack, 
croft. ANTONYM: (n) mansion. 

lore: (n) erudition, folklore, letters, 
literature, tradition, science, acquired 
knowledge, knowledge, wide 
information, lesson, legend. 

mossiness: (n) muscosity. 
overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 

outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; (adj) 
overcast. 

personage: (n) person, notable,  

celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being. 

proprietorship: (n) property, 
proprietary, possession, tenure, 
demesne, title, holding, lordship, 
monopoly. 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, tile, 
sea rover, roofing material, sea 
robber, hair. 

traditionary: (adj) traditional. 
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the other hand, though an obscure man, was stubborn in the defence of what he 
considered his right; and, for several years, he succeeded in protecting the acre or 
two of earth which, with his own toil, he had hewn out of the primeval forest, to 
be his garden ground and homestead.  No written record of this dispute is 
known to be in existence.  Our acquaintance with the whole subject is derived 
chiefly from tradition.  It would be bold, therefore, and possibly unjust, to 
venture a decisive opinion as to its merits; although it appears to have been at 
least a matter of doubt, whether Colonel Pyncheon's claim were not unduly 
stretched, in order to make it cover the small metes and bounds of Matthew 
Maule.  What greatly strengthens such a suspicion is the fact that this 
controversy between two ill-matched antagonists --at a period, moreover, laud it 
as we may, when personal influence had far more weight than now--remained 
for years undecided, and came to a close only with the death of the party 
occupying the disputed soil.  The mode of his death, too, affects the mind 
differently, in our day, from what it did a century and a half ago.  It was a death 
that blasted with strange horror the humble name of the dweller in the cottage, 
and made it seem almost a religious act to drive the plough over the little area of 
his habitation, and obliterate his place and memory from among men.%

Old Matthew Maule, in a word, was executed for the crime of witchcraft.  He 
was one of the martyrs to that terrible delusion, which should teach us, among 
its other morals, that the influential classes, and those who take upon themselves 
to be leaders of the people, are fully liable to all the passionate error that has ever 
characterized the maddest mob.  Clergymen, judges, statesmen,--the wisest, 
calmest, holiest persons of their day stood in the inner circle round about the 
gallows, loudest to applaud the work of blood, latest to confess themselves 
miserably deceived.  If any one part of their proceedings can be said to deserve 
less blame than another, it was the singular indiscrimination with which they 
persecuted, not merely the poor and aged, as in former judicial massacres, but 
people of all ranks; their own equals, brethren, and wives.  Amid the disorder of 
such various ruin, it is not strange that a man of inconsiderable note, like Maule, 
should have trodden the martyr's path to the hill of execution almost 
unremarked in the throng of his fellow sufferers.  But, in after days, when the 
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deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. 
dweller: (n) tenant, resident, occupant, 

inhabitant, liver, occupier, citizen, 
native, cottager, borderer; (v) 
habitant. 

hewn: (adj) downed. 
homestead: (n, v) farm; (n) home, 

abode, farmhouse, farmstead, 
dwelling, habitation, estate, demesne, 
homestall, house. 

ill-matched: (adj) uneven, unequal. 
inconsiderable: (adj) inconsequential, 

immaterial, small, petty, slight, 
negligible, trivial, fractional, minute, 
imperceptible, slender. ANTONYM: 
(adj) major. 

indiscrimination: (n) 
indiscriminateness, indistinction, 
confusion. 

laud: (v) extol, glorify, eulogize, 
acclaim, praise, bless, celebrate, 
eulogy, applaud, exalt; (n, v) 
compliment. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, denigrate, disparage. 

obliterate: (v) annihilate, extinguish, 
eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe out, 
kill, destroy, cancel, blot out; (adj, v) 
abolish. ANTONYMS: (v) create, 
build, protect, engrave, insert. 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose. 

unremarked: (adj, v) unnoticed; (v) 
unattended to, unheeded, unmarked, 
unnoted, unobserved, unseen, 
unthought of, unregarded. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 16

frenzy %of that hideous epoch had subsided, it was remembered how loudly 
Colonel Pyncheon had joined in the general cry, to purge the land from 
witchcraft; nor did it fail to be whispered, that there was an invidious acrimony 
in the zeal with which he had sought the condemnation of Matthew Maule. It 
was well known that the victim had recognized the bitterness of personal enmity 
in his persecutor's conduct towards him, and that he declared himself hunted to 
death for his spoil.  At the moment of execution--with the halter about his neck, 
and while Colonel Pyncheon sat on horseback, grimly gazing at the scene Maule 
had addressed him from the scaffold, and uttered a prophecy, of which history, 
as well as fireside tradition, has preserved the very words.  "God," said the dying 
man, pointing his finger, with a ghastly look, at the undismayed countenance of 
his enemy, --"God will give him blood to drink!"  After the reputed wizard's 
death, his humble homestead had fallen an easy spoil into Colonel Pyncheon's 
grasp.  When it was understood, however, that the Colonel intended to erect a 
family mansion-spacious, ponderously framed of oaken timber, and calculated 
to endure for many generations of his posterity over the spot first covered by the 
log-built hut of Matthew Maule, there was much shaking of the head among the 
village gossips.  Without absolutely expressing a doubt whether the stalwart 
Puritan had acted as a man of conscience and integrity throughout the 
proceedings which have been sketched, they, nevertheless, hinted that he was 
about to build his house over an unquiet grave.  His home would include the 
home of the dead and buried wizard, and would thus afford the ghost of the 
latter a kind of privilege to haunt its new apartments, and the chambers into 
which future bridegrooms were to lead their brides, and where children of the 
Pyncheon blood were to be born.  The terror and ugliness of Maule's crime, and 
the wretchedness of his punishment, would darken the freshly plastered walls, 
and infect them early with the scent of an old and melancholy house.  Why, then, 
--while so much of the soil around him was bestrewn with the virgin forest 
leaves,--why should Colonel Pyncheon prefer a site that had already been 
accurst? 

But the Puritan soldier and magistrate was not a man to be turned aside from 
his well-considered scheme, either by dread of the wizard's ghost, or by flimsy 
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accurst: (adj) cursed, execrable, 
maledict, curst. 

fireside: (n) fireplace, home, family, 
habitation, dwelling, abode, domicile, 
country, dwelling house, fire, habitat.

halter: (n) gibbet, rein, bridle, gallows, 
rope, noose, cestus, collar, drop; (v) 
confine, cramp. 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part. 
invidious: (adj) obnoxious, hateful, 

discriminatory, offensive, 
outrageous, jealous, abominable,  

odious, loathsome, covetous; (adj, v) 
spiteful. ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
desirable. 

oaken: (adj) woody. 
ponderously: (adv) weightily, heavily, 

gravely, unwieldily, cumbrously, 
slowly, dully, hardly, oppressively, 
stuffily, arduously. ANTONYM: 
(adv) rashly. 

undismayed: (adj) unappalled, 
unshrinking, unflinching, unshaken, 
valiant, unblanched, unawed,  

unapprehensive, unabashed, 
resolutely courageous, bold. 

unquiet: (adj) restless, anxious, 
nervous, turbulent, unsettled, 
disturbed, fussy, tumultuous; (v) 
movable, saltatory, shifting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quiet. 

well-considered: (adj) studied. 
wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 

distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune. 
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sentimentalities of any kind, however specious.  Had he been told of a bad air, it 
might have moved him somewhat; but he was ready to encounter an evil spirit 
on his own ground.  Endowed with commonsense, as massive and hard as 
blocks of granite, fastened together by stern rigidity of purpose, as with iron 
clamps, he followed out his original design, probably without so much as 
imagining an objection to it.  On the score of delicacy, or any scrupulousness 
which a finer sensibility might have taught him, the Colonel, like most of his 
breed and generation, was impenetrable.  He therefore dug his cellar, and laid 
the deep foundations of his mansion, on the square of earth whence Matthew 
Maule, forty years before, had first swept away the fallen leaves.  It was a 
curious, and, as some people thought, an ominous fact, that, very soon after the 
workmen began their operations, the spring of water, above mentioned, entirely 
lost the deliciousness of its pristine quality. Whether its sources were disturbed 
by the depth of the new cellar, or whatever subtler cause might lurk at the 
bottom, it is certain that the water of Maule's Well, as it continued to be called, 
grew hard and brackish.  Even such we find it now; and any old woman of the 
neighborhood will certify that it is productive of intestinal mischief to those who 
quench their thirst there.%

The reader may deem it singular that the head carpenter of the new edifice 
was no other than the son of the very man from whose dead gripe the property 
of the soil had been wrested.  Not improbably he was the best workman of his 
time; or, perhaps, the Colonel thought it expedient, or was impelled by some 
better feeling, thus openly to cast aside all animosity against the race of his fallen 
antagonist. Nor was it out of keeping with the general coarseness and matter-of-
fact character of the age, that the son should be willing to earn an honest penny, 
or, rather, a weighty amount of sterling pounds, from the purse of his father's 
deadly enemy.  At all events, Thomas Maule became the architect of the House of 
the Seven Gables, and performed his duty so faithfully that the timber 
framework fastened by his hands still holds together. 

Thus the great house was built.  Familiar as it stands in the writer's 
recollection,--for it has been an object of curiosity with him from boyhood, both 
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coarseness: (n) grossness, indelicacy, 
inelegance, indecency, vulgarism, 
commonness, rudeness, inferiority, 
crudeness, crudity, awkwardness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delicacy, purity, 
refinement, smoothness, 
sophistication, tastefulness, civility, 
grace, propriety, decency. 

deliciousness: (n) lusciousness, 
delectability, tastiness, sweetness, 
appetizingness, daintiness, delicacy, 
delectableness; (adj) good taste.  

ANTONYMS: (n) unpleasantness, 
tastelessness. 

gripe: (n) complaint; (adj, v) catch; (n, 
v) beef, moan, bellyache, grasp, 
grumble, whine, protest; (adj, n, v) 
clutch; (v) complain. ANTONYMS: 
(v) appreciate, compliment, agree, 
rejoice. 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, encouraged, 
goaded, motivated, bound. 

neighborhood: (n) vicinity, district,  

area, community, locality, place, 
quarter, environs, section; (adj) 
neighboring, local. 

scrupulousness: (adj) scrupulosity; (n) 
meticulousness, conscientiousness, 
punctiliousness, meticulosity, 
accuracy, care, honesty, fidelity, 
wariness, thoroughness. ANTONYM: 
(n) negligence. 

swept: (adj) clean. 
wrested: (adj) perverted, distorted, 

twisted, wry. 
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as a specimen of the best and stateliest architecture of a longpast epoch, and as 
the scene of events more full of human interest, perhaps, than those of a gray 
feudal castle,--familiar as it stands, in its rusty old age, it is therefore only the 
more difficult to imagine the bright novelty with which it first caught the 
sunshine.  The impression of its actual state, at this distance of a hundred and 
sixty years, darkens inevitably through the picture which we would fain give of 
its appearance on the morning when the Puritan magnate bade all the town to be 
his guests.  A ceremony of consecration, festive as well as religious, was now to 
be performed.  A prayer and discourse from the Rev.  Mr. Higginson, and the 
outpouring of a psalm from the general throat of the community, was to be made 
acceptable to the grosser sense by ale, cider, wine, and brandy, in copious 
effusion, and, as some authorities aver, by an ox, roasted whole, or at least, by 
the weight and substance of an ox, in more manageable joints and sirloins.  The 
carcass of a deer, shot within twenty miles, had supplied material for the vast 
circumference of a pasty.  A codfish of sixty pounds, caught in the bay, had been 
dissolved into the rich liquid of a chowder.   The chimney of the new house, in 
short, belching forth its kitchen smoke, impregnated the whole air with the scent 
of meats, fowls, and fishes, spicily concocted with odoriferous herbs, and onions 
in abundance.  The mere smell of such festivity, making its way to everybody's 
nostrils, was at once an invitation and an appetite.%

Maule's Lane, or Pyncheon Street, as it were now more decorous to call it, 
was thronged, at the appointed hour, as with a congregation on its way to 
church.  All, as they approached, looked upward at the imposing edifice, which 
was henceforth to assume its rank among the habitations of mankind.  There it 
rose, a little withdrawn from the line of the street, but in pride, not modesty.  Its 
whole visible exterior was ornamented with quaint figures, conceived in the 
grotesqueness of a Gothic fancy, and drawn or stamped in the glittering plaster, 
composed of lime, pebbles, and bits of glass, with which the woodwork of the 
walls was overspread.  On every side the seven gables pointed sharply towards 
the sky, and presented the aspect of a whole sisterhood of edifices, breathing 
through the spiracles of one great chimney.  The many lattices, with their small, 
diamond-shaped panes, admitted the sunlight into hall and chamber, while, 
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aver: (v) assert, attest, allege, assure, 
asseverate, avow, declare, claim, 
swear, hold, state. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, refute. 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad. 
chowder: (n) potage, soup, gumbo, 

consomm, bouillabaisse, bisque. 
codfish: (n) burbot, gadoid, Atlantic 

cod, codling, cusk, eelpout, ling, 
scrod. 

fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; (adv) 

gladly, lief, readily, willingly; (v) 
optative. 

festivity: (n) feast, festival, celebration, 
joy, conviviality, mirth, party, gala, 
banquet; (adj, n) jollity; (adj) joviality.

fowls: (n) poultry. 
grotesqueness: (n) grotesquery, 

grotesquerie. 
odoriferous: (adj) odorous, aromatic, 

balmy, sweet, spicy, scented, 
odorant, ambrosial, malodorous, 
redolent, unsavory. 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe. 

pasty: (adj) pale, gluey, gummy, wan, 
glutinous, doughy, bloodless, white, 
adhesive, sallow; (n, v) pie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark. 

spicily: (adv) racily, pungently, 
strongly, pepperily, tastily, 
aromatically, savorily, hotly, sharply, 
spiritedly, bluely. 
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nevertheless, the second story, projecting far over the base, and itself retiring 
beneath the third, threw a shadowy and thoughtful gloom into the lower rooms.  
Carved globes of wood were affixed under the jutting stories.  Little spiral rods 
of iron beautified each of the seven peaks.  On the triangular portion of the 
gable, that fronted next the street, was a dial, put up that very morning, and on 
which the sun was still marking the passage of the first bright hour in a history 
that was not destined to be all so bright.  All around were scattered shavings, 
chips, shingles, and broken halves of bricks; these, together with the lately turned 
earth, on which the grass had not begun to grow, contributed to the impression 
of strangeness and novelty proper to a house that had yet its place to make 
among men's daily interests.%

The principal entrance, which had almost the breadth of a church-door, was 
in the angle between the two front gables, and was covered by an open porch, 
with benches beneath its shelter. Under this arched doorway, scraping their feet 
on the unworn threshold, now trod the clergymen, the elders, the magistrates, 
the deacons, and whatever of aristocracy there was in town or county.  Thither, 
too, thronged the plebeian classes as freely as their betters, and in larger number.  
Just within the entrance, however, stood two serving-men, pointing some of the 
guests to the neighborhood of the kitchen and ushering others into the statelier 
rooms,--hospitable alike to all, but still with a scrutinizing regard to the high or 
low degree of each.  Velvet garments sombre but rich, stiffly plaited ruffs and 
bands, embroidered gloves, venerable beards, the mien and countenance of 
authority, made it easy to distinguish the gentleman of worship, at that period, 
from the tradesman, with his plodding air, or the laborer, in his leathern jerkin, 
stealing awe-stricken into the house which he had perhaps helped to build. 

One inauspicious circumstance there was, which awakened a hardly 
concealed displeasure in the breasts of a few of the more punctilious visitors.  
The founder of this stately mansion--a gentleman noted for the square and 
ponderous courtesy of his demeanor, ought surely to have stood in his own hall, 
and to have offered the first welcome to so many eminent personages as here 
presented themselves in honor of his solemn festival.  He was as yet invisible; the 
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affixed: (adj) additional. 
beautified: (adj) adorned, embellished.
demeanor: (n, v) bearing, conduct; (n) 

carriage, air, deportment, attitude, 
manner, behaviour, guise, mien, port.

inauspicious: (adj) unlucky, sinister, 
adverse, untoward, ill, unfortunate, 
unfavorable, ill-omened, evil, bad, 
threatening. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
favorable, promising, lucky. 

laborer: (n) hand, labourer, operative, 
drudge, labor, employee, manual  

laborer, peon, navvy, docker, day 
laborer. 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air. 

plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated. 
plebeian: (adj) low, vulgar, ignoble, 

humble, coarse, mean; (n) pleb, 
commoner; (adj, n) proletarian; (adj, 
v) ordinary, general. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cultivated, proletarian, patrician, 

refined; (n) aristocrat, noble. 
ruffs: (n) Philomachus. 
scrutinizing: (adj) exploring 

thoroughly, inquisitive, searching, 
penetrating. 

shavings: (n) residue, pencil shavings, 
chips, trash. 

unworn: (adj) unallayed, unwithered, 
unshaken, not habituated, not 
familiar, lately manifested, fresh, 
modern, new, new scenes, recent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worn. 
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most favored of the guests had not beheld him.  This sluggishness on Colonel 
Pyncheon's part became still more unaccountable, when the second dignitary of 
the province made his appearance, and found no more ceremonious a reception.  
The lieutenant-governor, although his visit was one of the anticipated glories of 
the day, had alighted from his horse, and assisted his lady from her side-saddle, 
and crossed the Colonel's threshold, without other greeting than that of the 
principal domestic.%

This person--a gray-headed man, of quiet and most respectful deportment --
found it necessary to explain that his master still remained in his study, or 
private apartment; on entering which, an hour before, he had expressed a wish 
on no account to be disturbed. 

"Do not you see, fellow," said the high-sheriff of the county, taking the 
servant aside, "that this is no less a man than the lieutenant-governor? Summon 
Colonel Pyncheon at once! I know that he received letters from England this 
morning; and, in the perusal and consideration of them, an hour may have 
passed away without his noticing it.  But he will be ill-pleased, I judge if you 
suffer him to neglect the courtesy due to one of our chief rulers, and who may be 
said to represent King William, in the absence of the governor himself.   Call 
your master instantly." 

"Nay, please your worship," answered the man, in much perplexity, but with 
a backwardness that strikingly indicated the hard and severe character of 
Colonel Pyncheon's domestic rule; "my master's orders were exceeding strict; 
and, as your worship knows, he permits of no discretion in the obedience of 
those who owe him service.  Let who list open yonder door; I dare not, though 
the governor's own voice should bid me do it!" 

"Pooh, pooh, master high sheriff!" cried the lieutenant-governor, who had 
overheard the foregoing discussion, and felt himself high enough in station to 
play a little with his dignity.  "I will take the matter into my own hands.  It is 
time that the good Colonel came forth to greet his friends; else we shall be apt to 
suspect that he has taken a sip too much of his Canary wine, in his extreme 
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assisted: (adj) aided. 
beheld: (adj) visual. 
ceremonious: (adj) formal, solemn, 

stately, stiff, precise, starchy, prim, 
punctilious, majestic, dignified; (adj, 
v) decorous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unceremonious, simple, relaxed, 
casual, informal. 

deportment: (n, v) bearing, demeanor, 
conduct, carriage; (n) manner, 
attitude, demeanour, behaviour, 
comportment, dealing, air. 

dignitary: (n) notable, celebrity, big 
shot, dignity, officer, grandee, very 
important person, public figure, 
personage, person, panjandrum. 

favored: (adj) advantaged, preferred, 
lucky, advantageous, pet, favorite, 
blessed, privileged, favorable; (adj, n) 
happy, prosperous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disliked, unpopular, Standard. 

master's: (n) postgraduate degree. 
perusal: (n) examination, scrutiny, 

study, survey, inspection, poring  

over, studying, literary scholarship, 
perusing, lection, look. 

sluggishness: (n) inactivity, lethargy, 
idleness, indolence, languor, apathy, 
laziness, torpor, sloth, lassitude; (adj, 
n) slowness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
energy, nimbleness, liveliness, bustle, 
activity, speediness. 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, farther, 
abroad, thither, further away, at that 
place; (adj) distant, yond, furious, 
fierce. 
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deliberation which cask it were best to broach in honor of the day! But since he is 
so much behindhand, I will give him a remembrancer myself!" 

Accordingly, with such a tramp of his ponderous riding-boots as might of 
itself have been audible in the remotest of the seven gables, he advanced to the 
door, which the servant pointed out, and made its new panels reecho with a 
loud, free knock.  Then, looking round, with a smile, to the spectators, he 
awaited a response.  As none came, however, he knocked again, but with the 
same unsatisfactory result as at first.  And now, being a trifle choleric in his 
temperament, the lieutenant-governor uplifted the heavy hilt of his sword, 
wherewith he so beat and banged upon the door, that, as some of the bystanders 
whispered, the racket might have disturbed the dead.  Be that as it might, it 
seemed to produce no awakening effect on Colonel Pyncheon.  When the sound 
subsided, the silence through the house was deep, dreary, and oppressive, 
notwithstanding that the tongues of many of the guests had already been 
loosened by a surreptitious cup or two of wine or spirits.%

"Strange, forsooth!--very strange!" cried the lieutenant-governor, whose smile 
was changed to a frown.  "But seeing that our host sets us the good example of 
forgetting ceremony, I shall likewise throw it aside, and make free to intrude on 
his privacy." 

He tried the door, which yielded to his hand, and was flung wide open by a 
sudden gust of wind that passed, as with a loud sigh, from the outermost portal 
through all the passages and apartments of the new house.  It rustled the silken 
garments of the ladies, and waved the long curls of the gentlemen's wigs, and 
shook the window-hangings and the curtains of the bedchambers; causing 
everywhere a singular stir, which yet was more like a hush. A shadow of awe 
and half-fearful anticipation--nobody knew wherefore, nor of what--had all at 
once fallen over the company. 

They thronged, however, to the now open door, pressing the lieutenant-
governor, in the eagerness of their curiosity, into the room in advance of them.  
At the first glimpse they beheld nothing extraordinary:  a handsomely furnished 
room, of moderate size, somewhat darkened by curtains; books arranged on 
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behindhand: (adv) behind; (adj, adv) 
backward; (adj) tardy, slow, belated, 
overdue, dilatory, untimely, undone, 
serotine; (adj, v) remiss. 

broach: (v) bring up, mention, raise, 
suggest, tap, open; (n, v) propose, 
utter; (n) advance, drift, propound. 
ANTONYMS: (v) close, suppress. 

choleric: (adj) angry, irascible, 
passionate, peppery, fiery, 
cantankerous, quick-tempered, 
quarrelsome, cross, snappish,  

hotheaded. 
reecho: (v) reverberate, iterate, echo, 

do like, reproduce, repeat, redouble, 
surrebound, reword, reiterate. 

remembrancer: (n) memento, 
amanuensis, babu, keepsake, relic, 
remembrance, memorial, reminder, 
flapper, custos rotulorum, 
bookkeeper. 

surreptitious: (adj) secret, furtive, 
clandestine, sneaky, covert, 
undercover, underground, sly,  

hidden, occult, concealed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) aboveboard, 
honest, blatant, overt. 

uplifted: (adj) high, raised, noble, not 
inverted, not prone, proud, 
undismayed, stately, lofty, sublime, 
animated. 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; (adv, 
n) why; (n) reason, proof; (adv) 
accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then. 

wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith. 
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shelves; a large map on the wall, and likewise a portrait of Colonel Pyncheon, 
beneath which sat the original Colonel himself, in an oaken elbow-chair, with a 
pen in his hand.  Letters, parchments, and blank sheets of paper were on the 
table before him.  He appeared to gaze at the curious crowd, in front of which 
stood the lieutenant-governor; and there was a frown on his dark and massive 
countenance, as if sternly resentful of the boldness that had impelled them into 
his private retirement.%

A little boy--the Colonel's grandchild, and the only human being that ever 
dared to be familiar with him--now made his way among the guests, and ran 
towards the seated figure; then pausing halfway, he began to shriek with terror.  
The company, tremulous as the leaves of a tree, when all are shaking together, 
drew nearer, and perceived that there was an unnatural distortion in the 
fixedness of Colonel Pyncheon's stare; that there was blood on his ruff, and that 
his hoary beard was saturated with it.  It was too late to give assistance.  The 
iron-hearted Puritan, the relentless persecutor, the grasping and strong-willed 
man was dead! Dead, in his new house! There is a tradition, only worth alluding 
to as lending a tinge of superstitious awe to a scene perhaps gloomy enough 
without it, that a voice spoke loudly among the guests, the tones of which were 
like those of old Matthew Maule, the executed wizard,--"God hath given him 
blood to drink!" 

Thus early had that one guest,--the only guest who is certain, at one time or 
another, to find his way into every human dwelling, --thus early had Death 
stepped across the threshold of the House of the Seven Gables! 

Colonel Pyncheon's sudden and mysterious end made a vast deal of noise in 
its day.  There were many rumors, some of which have vaguely drifted down to 
the present time, how that appearances indicated violence; that there were the 
marks of fingers on his throat, and the print of a bloody hand on his plaited ruff; 
and that his peaked beard was dishevelled, as if it had been fiercely clutched 
and pulled.  It was averred, likewise, that the lattice window, near the Colonel's 
chair, was open; and that, only a few minutes before the fatal occurrence, the 
figure of a man had been seen clambering over the garden fence, in the rear of 
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boldness: (n) prowess, face, daring, 
valor, nerve, assurance, heroism, 
audaciousness, spirit, cheek, valour. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, shyness, 
timidity, meekness, reticence. 

clutched: (adj) tense, worried, anxious, 
neurotic. 

dishevelled: (adj) untidy, tousled, 
messy, blowzy, rough, frowsy, 
frowzy, unkempt, sloppy, slovenly; 
(v) bedraggled. 

fixedness: (adj, n) firmness, constancy, 

stronghold; (n) fixity, immovability, 
immobility, unchangeableness, 
unchangingness, unchangeability, 
stillness; (adj) stability. 

grandchild: (n) granddaughter, 
offspring, progeny. 

hoary: (adj) ancient, hoar, old, white, 
grey, elderly, musty, dull, canescent, 
antique, archaic. 

persecutor: (n) tormentor, bully, 
gadfly, tormenter, teaser, pursuer, 
dictator, annoyer, tantalizer, pesterer, 

pest. 
ruff: (n, v) ruffle, trump, disturbance; 

(n) collar, neckband, fraise, blacktail, 
choker, neck ruff, sandpiper; (v) 
crossruff. 

strong-willed: (adj) valiant, tenacious, 
resolute, purposeful, deaf, assertive. 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stable, confident, steady. 
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the house.  But it were folly to lay any stress on stories of this kind, which are 
sure to spring up around such an event as that now related, and which, as in the 
present case, sometimes prolong themselves for ages afterwards, like the 
toadstools that indicate where the fallen and buried trunk of a tree has long since 
mouldered into the earth.  For our own part, we allow them just as little credence 
as to that other fable of the skeleton hand which the lieutenant- governor was 
said to have seen at the Colonel's throat, but which vanished away, as he 
advanced farther into the room.  Certain it is, however, that there was a great 
consultation and dispute of doctors over the dead body.   One,--John Swinnerton 
by name,--who appears to have been a man of eminence, upheld it, if we have 
rightly understood his terms of art, to be a case of apoplexy.  His professional 
brethren, each for himself, adopted various hypotheses, more or less plausible, 
but all dressed out in a perplexing mystery of phrase, which, if it do not show a 
bewilderment of mind in these erudite physicians, certainly causes it in the 
unlearned peruser of their opinions.  The coroner's jury sat upon the corpse, and, 
like sensible men, returned an unassailable verdict of "Sudden Death!"%

It is indeed difficult to imagine that there could have been a serious suspicion 
of murder, or the slightest grounds for implicating any particular individual as 
the perpetrator.  The rank, wealth, and eminent character of the deceased must 
have insured the strictest scrutiny into every ambiguous circumstance.  As none 
such is on record, it is safe to assume that none existed Tradition,--which 
sometimes brings down truth that history has let slip, but is oftener the wild 
babble of the time, such as was formerly spoken at the fireside and now congeals 
in newspapers,--tradition is responsible for all contrary averments. In Colonel 
Pyncheon's funeral sermon, which was printed, and is still extant, the Rev. Mr. 
Higginson enumerates, among the many felicities of his distinguished 
parishioner's earthly career, the happy seasonableness of his death.  His duties 
all performed, --the highest prosperity attained,--his race and future generations 
fixed on a stable basis, and with a stately roof to shelter them for centuries to 
come,--what other upward step remained for this good man to take, save the 
final step from earth to the golden gate of heaven! The pious clergyman surely 
would not have uttered words like these had he in the least suspected that the 
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apoplexy: (n) stroke, CVA, seizure, 
ictus; (adj) paralysis, inanition, 
collapse, deliquium, exhaustion, 
sideration, syncope. 

erudite: (adj) educated, scholarly, 
academic, knowledgeable, cultured, 
informed, profound; (adj, v) wise, 
prudent; (n) scholar, savant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unschooled, 
uneducated, uncultured, illiterate, 
unlearned, uninformed, foolish. 

implicating: (n) accusal; (adj)  

inculpatory, compromising, 
criminatory. 

mouldered: (adj) rotten. 
perpetrator: (n) offender, doer, 

criminal, performer, actor, agent, 
delinquent, malefactor, crook, 
wrongdoer, hoodlum. 

perplexing: (adj) enigmatic, puzzling, 
embarrassing, intricate, complex, 
baffling, complicated, bewildering, 
knotty, troublesome; (adj, n) difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple,  

enlightening, soothing, 
understandable, explicable. 

seasonableness: (n) opportuneness, 
patness, fitness. 

toadstools: (n) bracket fungi, agarics, 
Hymenomycetes. 

unlearned: (adj) ignorant, 
unenlightened, illiterate, uninformed, 
unlettered, unread, uninstructed, 
unconditioned, nescient, innate, 
unknowing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conditioned, cultured, educated. 
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Colonel had been thrust into the other world with the clutch of violence upon his 
throat.%

The family of Colonel Pyncheon, at the epoch of his death, seemed destined 
to as fortunate a permanence as can anywise consist with the inherent instability 
of human affairs.  It might fairly be anticipated that the progress of time would 
rather increase and ripen their prosperity, than wear away and destroy it.  For, 
not only had his son and heir come into immediate enjoyment of a rich estate, 
but there was a claim through an Indian deed, confirmed by a subsequent grant 
of the General Court, to a vast and as yet unexplored and unmeasured tract of 
Eastern lands.  These possessions--for as such they might almost certainly be 
reckoned--comprised the greater part of what is now known as Waldo County, in 
the state of Maine, and were more extensive than many a dukedom, or even a 
reigning prince's territory, on European soil.  When the pathless forest that still 
covered this wild principality should give place--as it inevitably must, though 
perhaps not till ages hence--to the golden fertility of human culture, it would be 
the source of incalculable wealth to the Pyncheon blood.  Had the Colonel 
survived only a few weeks longer, it is probable that his great political influence, 
and powerful connections at home and abroad, would have consummated all 
that was necessary to render the claim available.   But, in spite of good Mr. 
Higginson's congratulatory eloquence, this appeared to be the one thing which 
Colonel Pyncheon, provident and sagacious as he was, had allowed to go at 
loose ends.  So far as the prospective territory was concerned, he unquestionably 
died too soon.  His son lacked not merely the father's eminent position, but the 
talent and force of character to achieve it:  he could, therefore, effect nothing by 
dint of political interest; and the bare justice or legality of the claim was not so 
apparent, after the Colonel's decease, as it had been pronounced in his lifetime.  
Some connecting link had slipped out of the evidence, and could not anywhere 
be found. 

Efforts, it is true, were made by the Pyncheons, not only then, but at various 
periods for nearly a hundred years afterwards, to obtain what they stubbornly 
persisted in deeming their right. But, in course of time, the territory was partly 
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anywise: (adv) somehow, however, at 
all, anyway, anyhow, anyways, 
anything, helter-skelter. 

congratulatory: (adj) gratulatory, 
festive, congratulant, triumphant, 
prideful, glowing, fulsome, admiring, 
felicitous, commemorative, 
appreciative. 

consummated: (adj) perfected, done, 
fulfilled; (v) completed, crowned. 

decease: (v) go, die, perish, pass, pass 
away, exit, expire; (n) demise,  

passing, departure, expiration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nascency; (v) 
survive. 

deeming: (v) deem. 
dukedom: (n) land, rank, principality, 

domain, demesne. 
lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom. 
pathless: (adj) impenetrable, wayless, 

impassable, imperviable, impervious, 
inaccessible, lacking pathways, 
roadless, shoreless, unaccessible, 
untracked. 

periods: (n) period. 
sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 

discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, stupid, dense. 

unmeasured: (adj) illimitable, 
measureless, unbounded, limitless, 
immeasurable, boundless, 
unfathomable, untold, 
immensurable, unmeasurable, 
unnumbered. 
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regranted to more favored individuals, and partly cleared and occupied by 
actual settlers.  These last, if they ever heard of the Pyncheon title, would have 
laughed at the idea of any man's asserting a right--on the strength of mouldy 
parchments, signed with the faded autographs of governors and legislators long 
dead and forgotten--to the lands which they or their fathers had wrested from 
the wild hand of nature by their own sturdy toil.  This impalpable claim, 
therefore, resulted in nothing more solid than to cherish, from generation to 
generation, an absurd delusion of family importance, which all along 
characterized the Pyncheons.   It caused the poorest member of the race to feel as 
if he inherited a kind of nobility, and might yet come into the possession of 
princely wealth to support it.  In the better specimens of the breed, this 
peculiarity threw an ideal grace over the hard material of human life, without 
stealing away any truly valuable quality.  In the baser sort, its effect was to 
increase the liability to sluggishness and dependence, and induce the victim of a 
shadowy hope to remit all self-effort, while awaiting the realization of his 
dreams.  Years and years after their claim had passed out of the public memory, 
the Pyncheons were accustomed to consult the Colonel's ancient map, which had 
been projected while Waldo County was still an unbroken wilderness.   Where 
the old land surveyor had put down woods, lakes, and rivers, they marked out 
the cleared spaces, and dotted the villages and towns, and calculated the 
progressively increasing value of the territory, as if there were yet a prospect of 
its ultimately forming a princedom for themselves.%

In almost every generation, nevertheless, there happened to be some one 
descendant of the family gifted with a portion of the hard, keen sense, and 
practical energy, that had so remarkably distinguished the original founder.  His 
character, indeed, might be traced all the way down, as distinctly as if the 
Colonel himself, a little diluted, had been gifted with a sort of intermittent 
immortality on earth.  At two or three epochs, when the fortunes of the family 
were low, this representative of hereditary qualities had made his appearance, 
and caused the traditionary gossips of the town to whisper among themselves, 
"Here is the old Pyncheon come again! Now the Seven Gables will be new-
shingled!"  From father to son, they clung to the ancestral house with singular 
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asserting: (v) affirm; (adj) declaratory, 
declarative, evidentiary; (n) assertion.

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, treasure, 
entertain, cultivate, bosom, prize, 
esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, foster. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, reject, 
denounce, despise, neglect. 

impalpable: (adj) imperceptible, 
shadowy, invisible, efflorescent, 
gritty, insubstantial, incorporeal, 
inscrutable, ethereal, 
inapprehensible, elusive.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, definite.
mouldy: (adj) moldy, mildewy, fusty, 

musty, stale, trite, hackneyed, well-
worn, putrid, mould, frowsty. 

peculiarity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 
distinction, particularity, oddness, 
eccentricity, distinctiveness, 
abnormality, characteristic, attribute, 
difference, individuality. 
ANTONYM: (n) similarity. 

princedom: (n) rank, Cambria, 
demesne, land, Cambrian, domain,  

welsh. 
princely: (adj, v) August, grand, great, 

lordly, dignified, stately; (adj) 
generous, munificent, majestic, 
magnificent, gorgeous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) ungenerous. 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect. 
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tenacity %of home attachment.  For various reasons, however, and from 
impressions often too vaguely founded to be put on paper, the writer cherishes 
the belief that many, if not most, of the successive proprietors of this estate were 
troubled with doubts as to their moral right to hold it.  Of their legal tenure there 
could be no question; but old Matthew Maule, it is to be feared, trode downward 
from his own age to a far later one, planting a heavy footstep, all the way, on the 
conscience of a Pyncheon.  If so, we are left to dispose of the awful query, 
whether each inheritor of the property-conscious of wrong, and failing to rectify 
it--did not commit anew the great guilt of his ancestor, and incur all its original 
responsibilities. And supposing such to be the case, would it not be a far truer 
mode of expression to say of the Pyncheon family, that they inherited a great 
misfortune, than the reverse? 

We have already hinted that it is not our purpose to trace down the history of 
the Pyncheon family, in its unbroken connection with the House of the Seven 
Gables; nor to show, as in a magic picture, how the rustiness and infirmity of age 
gathered over the venerable house itself.  As regards its interior life, a large, dim 
looking-glass used to hang in one of the rooms, and was fabled to contain within 
its depths all the shapes that had ever been reflected there,--the old Colonel 
himself, and his many descendants, some in the garb of antique babyhood, and 
others in the bloom of feminine beauty or manly prime, or saddened with the 
wrinkles of frosty age.  Had we the secret of that mirror, we would gladly sit 
down before it, and transfer its revelations to our page.  But there was a story, for 
which it is difficult to conceive any foundation, that the posterity of Matthew 
Maule had some connection with the mystery of the looking-glass, and that, by 
what appears to have been a sort of mesmeric process, they could make its inner 
region all alive with the departed Pyncheons; not as they had shown themselves 
to the world, nor in their better and happier hours, but as doing over again some 
deed of sin, or in the crisis of life's bitterest sorrow.  The popular imagination, 
indeed, long kept itself busy with the affair of the old Puritan Pyncheon and the 
wizard Maule; the curse which the latter flung from his scaffold was 
remembered, with the very important addition, that it had become a part of the 
Pyncheon inheritance.  If one of the family did but gurgle in his throat, a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

babyhood: (n) childhood, immaturity, 
babehood, girlhood, youthhood, 
immatureness, boyhood, early days, 
early childhood, cradle; (adj) 
puerility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
parenthood, adolescence. 

fabled: (adj) imaginary, mythical, 
mythological, fancied, dummy, 
fabulous, unreal, fictitious, magic, 
magical, enchanted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) factual, unknown, prosaic, real. 

footstep: (n) pace, footfall, track,  

footmark, vestige, tread, trail, stride, 
degree; (n, v) step, action. 

garb: (n, v) dress, apparel, array, 
garment; (n) attire, clothing, costume, 
frock, outfit, clothes; (v) clothe. 

gurgle: (v) guggle, babble, murmur, 
burble, boil, foam, purl, ripple; (n, v) 
snigger, laugh, chuckle. 

inheritor: (n) beneficiary, heritor, 
heiress, successor, recipient, progeny, 
offspring, legatee, inheritress, 
inheritrix, heir presumptive.  

ANTONYMS: (n) predecessor, 
ancestor. 

mesmeric: (adj) attractive, 
spellbinding, enticing, mesmerizing, 
interesting, fascinating, entrancing, 
alluring, captivating, charming, 
compelling. ANTONYM: (adj) boring. 

saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 
dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) satisfied. 

wrinkles: (n) crow's feet. 
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bystander would be likely enough to whisper, between jest and earnest,"He has 
Maule's blood to drink!"  The sudden death of a Pyncheon, about a hundred 
years ago, with circumstances very similar to what have been related of the 
Colonel's exit, was held as giving additional probability to the received opinion 
on this topic.  It was considered, moreover, an ugly and ominous circumstance, 
that Colonel Pyncheon's picture--in obedience, it was said, to a provision of his 
will--remained affixed to the wall of the room in which he died.  Those stern, 
immitigable features seemed to symbolize an evil influence, and so darkly to 
mingle the shadow of their presence with the sunshine of the passing hour, that 
no good thoughts or purposes could ever spring up and blossom there.  To the 
thoughtful mind there will be no tinge of superstition in what we figuratively 
express, by affirming that the ghost of a dead progenitor--perhaps as a portion 
of his own punishment--is often doomed to become the Evil Genius of his 
family.%

The Pyncheons, in brief, lived along, for the better part of two centuries, with 
perhaps less of outward vicissitude than has attended most other New England 
families during the same period of time.  Possessing very distinctive traits of 
their own, they nevertheless took the general characteristics of the little 
community in which they dwelt; a town noted for its frugal, discreet, well-
ordered, and home-loving inhabitants, as well as for the somewhat confined 
scope of its sympathies; but in which, be it said, there are odder individuals, and, 
now and then, stranger occurrences, than one meets with almost anywhere else.  
During the Revolution, the Pyncheon of that epoch, adopting the royal side, 
became a refugee; but repented, and made his reappearance, just at the point of 
time to preserve the House of the Seven Gables from confiscation.  For the last 
seventy years the most noted event in the Pyncheon annals had been likewise the 
heaviest calamity that ever befell the race; no less than the violent death--for so it 
was adjudged--of one member of the family by the criminal act of another.  
Certain circumstances attending this fatal occurrence had brought the deed 
irresistibly home to a nephew of the deceased Pyncheon.  The young man was 
tried and convicted of the crime; but either the circumstantial nature of the 
evidence, and possibly some lurking doubts in the breast of the executive, or" 
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affirming: (adj) predicative, predicant, 
assertory; (n) confirmation. 

bystander: (n) spectator, witness, 
eyewitness, observer, beholder, 
looker-on, viewer, watcher, passer 
by, outsider, looker. 

doubts: (adj) doubting. 
dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit. 
figuratively: (adv) allegorically, 

symbolically, tropically, typically, 
representatively, parabolically, 
parabolicly, flowerily, symbolicly,  

floridly, figurally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
factually. 

frugal: (adj) thrifty, abstemious, 
sparing, austere, prudent, careful, 
provident, moderate, parsimonious; 
(adj, v) chary; (v) scant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) extravagant, luxurious, wasteful, 
hedonistic, abundant, lavish. 

immitigable: (v) headstrong, 
unappeasable. 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird,  

sneer, clown. 
symbolize: (v) represent, typify, stand 

for, signify, symbolise, personify, 
exemplify, mean, embody, indicate; 
(n, v) illustrate. 

vicissitude: (adj) fluctuation; (n) 
variation, mutation, innovation, 
reverse, turn, revolution, novelty, 
transition, alteration, alternation. 
ANTONYM: (n) stagnation. 

well-ordered: (adj) systematic, 
businesslike. 
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lastly--an argument of greater weight in a republic than it could have been under 
a monarchy,--the high respectability and political influence of the criminal's 
connections, had availed to mitigate his doom from death to perpetual 
imprisonment.  This sad affair had chanced about thirty years before the action 
of our story commences.  Latterly, there were rumors (which few believed, and 
only one or two felt greatly interested in) that this long-buried man was likely, 
for some reason or other, to be summoned forth from his living tomb.%

It is essential to say a few words respecting the victim of this now almost 
forgotten murder.  He was an old bachelor, and possessed of great wealth, in 
addition to the house and real estate which constituted what remained of the 
ancient Pyncheon property.  Being of an eccentric and melancholy turn of mind, 
and greatly given to rummaging old records and hearkening to old traditions, he 
had brought himself, it is averred, to the conclusion that Matthew Maule, the 
wizard, had been foully wronged out of his homestead, if not out of his life.  
Such being the case, and he, the old bachelor, in possession of the ill-gotten 
spoil,--with the black stain of blood sunken deep into it, and still to be scented by 
conscientious nostrils, --the question occurred, whether it were not imperative 
upon him, even at this late hour, to make restitution to Maule's posterity.  To a 
man living so much in the past, and so little in the present, as the secluded and 
antiquarian old bachelor, a century and a half seemed not so vast a period as to 
obviate the propriety of substituting right for wrong.  It was the belief of those 
who knew him best, that he would positively have taken the very singular step 
of giving up the House of the Seven Gables to the representative of Matthew 
Maule, but for the unspeakable tumult which a suspicion of the old gentleman's 
project awakened among his Pyncheon relatives.  Their exertions had the effect 
of suspending his purpose; but it was feared that he would perform, after death, 
by the operation of his last will, what he had so hardly been prevented from 
doing in his proper lifetime.  But there is no one thing which men so rarely do, 
whatever the provocation or inducement, as to bequeath patrimonial property 
away from their own blood.  They may love other individuals far better than 
their relatives,--they may even cherish dislike, or positive hatred, to the latter; 
but yet, in view of death, the strong prejudice of propinquity revives, and impels 
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antiquarian: (adj) antique, ancient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) young, modern, 
new. 

bequeath: (n, v) will; (v) leave, give, 
pass on, demise, entrust, endow, 
devise, transmit, remember, donate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disown, withdraw, 
take. 

foully: (adv) filthily, vilely, uncleanly, 
nastily, sordidly, squalidly, 
offensively, grossly, dingily, 
revoltingly; (adv, v) shamefully.  

ANTONYM: (adv) attractively. 
nostrils: (n) naris, nose. 
obviate: (v) avert, preclude, avoid, 

exclude, debar, eliminate, forestall, 
prevent, foreclose, rule out, stave off.

patrimonial: (adj) ancestral, paternal, 
genetic, inheritable, transmissible, 
familial, contractable, heritable, 
inherited, catching, communicable. 

propinquity: (n) nearness, 
neighborhood, vicinity, adjacency, 
closeness, relationship, kinship,  

presence, neighbourhood, 
immediacy, likeness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) distance, remoteness. 

suspending: (adj) suspended, 
suspensory, depending, hanging. 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance; 
(n) stir, commotion, bustle, din, fuss, 
excitement; (n, v) clamor, disorder, 
brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm. 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended. 
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the testator to send down his estate in the line marked out by custom so 
immemorial that it looks like nature.  In all the Pyncheons, this feeling had the 
energy of disease.  It was too powerful for the conscientious scruples of the old 
bachelor; at whose death, accordingly, the mansion-house, together with most of 
his other riches, passed into the possession of his next legal representative.%

This was a nephew, the cousin of the miserable young man who had been 
convicted of the uncle's murder.  The new heir, up to the period of his accession, 
was reckoned rather a dissipated youth, but had at once reformed, and made 
himself an exceedingly respectable member of society.   In fact, he showed more 
of the Pyncheon quality, and had won higher eminence in the world, than any of 
his race since the time of the original Puritan.  Applying himself in earlier 
manhood to the study of the law, and having a natural tendency towards office, 
he had attained, many years ago, to a judicial situation in some inferior court, 
which gave him for life the very desirable and imposing title of judge.  Later, he 
had engaged in politics, and served a part of two terms in Congress, besides 
making a considerable figure in both branches of the State legislature.   Judge 
Pyncheon was unquestionably an honor to his race.  He had built himself a 
country-seat within a few miles of his native town, and there spent such portions 
of his time as could be spared from public service in the display of every grace 
and virtue--as a newspaper phrased it, on the eve of an election--befitting the 
Christian, the good citizen, the horticulturist, and the gentleman. 

There were few of the Pyncheons left to sun themselves in the glow of the 
Judge's prosperity.  In respect to natural increase, the breed had not thriven; it 
appeared rather to be dying out.  The only members of the family known to be 
extant were, first, the Judge himself, and a single surviving son, who was now 
travelling in Europe; next, the thirty years' prisoner, already alluded to, and a 
sister of the latter, who occupied, in an extremely retired manner, the House of 
the Seven Gables, in which she had a life-estate by the will of the old bachelor.  
She was understood to be wretchedly poor, and seemed to make it her choice to 
remain so; inasmuch as her affluent cousin, the Judge, had repeatedly offered 
her all the comforts of life, either in the old mansion or his own modern 
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dissipated: (adj, v) fast; (adj) dissolute, 
immoral, abandoned, profligate, 
prodigal, gay, rakish, degenerate, 
squandered, licentious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) upright, moral. 

honor: (n, v) respect, reputation, glory, 
fame, reward; (n) award, accolade, 
reverence; (v) celebrate; (adj, n, v) 
worship, grace. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
dishonor, disgrace; (n) shame, 
humiliation, wickedness, contempt, 
insult; (v) break, ignore, disrespect,  

discredit. 
horticulturist: (n) nurseryman, 

husbandman, farmer, expert, florist. 
immemorial: (adj) ancient, 

prescriptive, pristine, primaeval, 
primeval, traditional, old, eternal, 
customary. 

inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, 
so, since, as, that, because, inasmuch 
as, seeing that, for. 

manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality,  

humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 
manliness, ripe age, maturity full age. 

scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense, 
sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals. 

wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
unhappily, desperately, calamitously, 
sadly, meanly, forlornly, piteously, 
disastrously, gloomily; (adj, adv) 
miserably. ANTONYM: (adv) 
hopefully. 
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residence.  The last and youngest Pyncheon was a little country-girl of seventeen, 
the daughter of another of the Judge's cousins, who had married a young woman 
of no family or property, and died early and in poor circumstances.  His widow 
had recently taken another husband.%

As for Matthew Maule's posterity, it was supposed now to be extinct. For a 
very long period after the witchcraft delusion, however, the Maules had 
continued to inhabit the town where their progenitor had suffered so unjust a 
death.  To all appearance, they were a quiet, honest, well-meaning race of people, 
cherishing no malice against individuals or the public for the wrong which had 
been done them; or if, at their own fireside, they transmitted from father to child 
any hostile recollection of the wizard's fate and their lost patrimony, it was never 
acted upon, nor openly expressed.  Nor would it have been singular had they 
ceased to remember that the House of the Seven Gables was resting its heavy 
framework on a foundation that was rightfully their own.  There is something so 
massive, stable, and almost irresistibly imposing in the exterior presentment of 
established rank and great possessions, that their very existence seems to give 
them a right to exist; at least, so excellent a counterfeit of right, that few poor and 
humble men have moral force enough to question it, even in their secret minds.  
Such is the case now, after so many ancient prejudices have been overthrown; 
and it was far more so in ante-Revolutionary days, when the aristocracy could 
venture to be proud, and the low were content to be abased.  Thus the Maules, at 
all events, kept their resentments within their own breasts.  They were generally 
poverty-stricken; always plebeian and obscure; working with unsuccessful 
diligence at handicrafts; laboring on the wharves, or following the sea, as sailors 
before the mast; living here and there about the town, in hired tenements, and 
coming finally to the almshouse as the natural home of their old age.  At last, 
after creeping, as it were, for such a length of time along the utmost verge of the 
opaque puddle of obscurity, they had taken that downright plunge which, 
sooner or later, is the destiny of all families, whether princely or plebeian.  For 
thirty years past, neither town-record, nor gravestone, nor the directory, nor the 
knowledge or memory of man, bore any trace of Matthew Maule's descendants.  
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abased: (adj) groveling, slavish, 
sniveling, humbled, lowered, soapy, 
cringing, dependent, oily, pliant, 
corrupt. 

almshouse: (n) townhouse, 
workhouse. 

breasts: (n) chest, booby. 
cherishing: (n) love, conservation. 
gravestone: (n) tombstone, monument, 

stone, memorial, tomb, gem. 
irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 

necessarily, overwhelmingly,  

charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly. 

laboring: (adj) working, labouring, 
toiling, drudging, labors, work, 
elaborate, employed, busy. 

patrimony: (n) birthright, inheritance, 
legacy, bequest, entail, estate, dower, 
heirloom, heredity, hereditament, 
endowment fund. 

presentment: (n) performance, 
exhibition, demonstration,  

representation, portrayal, indictment, 
notification, statement, depiction, 
true bill, description. 

progenitor: (n) ancestor, father, 
forerunner, antecedent, ascendant, 
forebear, forefather, primogenitor, 
genitor, parent, forbear. 

rightfully: (adv) lawfully, legitimately, 
legally, justifiably, duly, correctly, 
properly, deservedly, righteously, 
fairly, rightly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unduly. 
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His blood might possibly exist elsewhere; here, where its lowly current could be 
traced so far back, it had ceased to keep an onward course. 

So long as any of the race were to be found, they had been marked out from 
other men--not strikingly, nor as with a sharp line, but with an effect that was felt 
rather than spoken of--by an hereditary character of reserve.  Their companions, 
or those who endeavored to become such, grew conscious of a circle round about 
the Maules, within the sanctity or the spell of which, in spite of an exterior of 
sufficient frankness and good-fellowship, it was impossible for any man to step.  
It was this indefinable peculiarity, perhaps, that, by insulating them from human 
aid, kept them always so unfortunate in life.  It certainly operated to prolong in 
their case, and to confirm to them as their only inheritance, those feelings of 
repugnance and superstitious terror with which the people of the town, even 
after awakening from their frenzy, continued to regard the memory of the 
reputed witches.  The mantle, or rather the ragged cloak, of old Matthew Maule 
had fallen upon his children.  They were half believed to inherit mysterious 
attributes; the family eye was said to possess strange power.  Among other good-
for-nothing properties and privileges, one was especially assigned them,--that of 
exercising an influence over people's dreams.  The Pyncheons, if all stories were 
true, haughtily as they bore themselves in the noonday streets of their native 
town, were no better than bond-servants to these plebeian Maules, on entering 
the topsy-turvy commonwealth of sleep. Modern psychology, it may be, will 
endeavor to reduce these alleged necromancies within a system, instead of 
rejecting them as altogether fabulous.%

A descriptive paragraph or two, treating of the seven-gabled mansion in its 
more recent aspect, will bring this preliminary chapter to a close.  The street in 
which it upreared its venerable peaks has long ceased to be a fashionable quarter 
of the town; so that, though the old edifice was surrounded by habitations of 
modern date, they were mostly small, built entirely of wood, and typical of the 
most plodding uniformity of common life.   Doubtless, however, the whole story 
of human existence may be latent in each of them, but with no picturesqueness, 
externally, that can attract the imagination or sympathy to seek it there.  But as 
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endeavor: (n, v) struggle, try, strain; 
(n) effort, trial, essay, shot, enterprise, 
work; (v) strive, aim. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) neglect. 

good-fellowship: (n) close, friendly to 
each other, harmonious, intimate, on 
good terms with, camaraderie, the 
feeling of friendship, friendly 
feelings. 

good-for-nothing: (adj) worthless, 
feckless, pointless, asinine, unworthy; 
(n) loafer, do-nothing, rascal, rotter,  

cur, trash. 
haughtily: (adv) proudly, loftily, 

superciliously, imperiously, 
overbearingly, scornfully, 
condescendingly, snobbishly, 
disdainfully, superiorly, pompously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly, feebly, meekly. 

insulating: (n) insulation; (adj) 
protective. 

noonday: (n) noontide, noon, high 
noon, hour, twelve noon, afternoon;  

(v) tide; (adj) meridional. 
repugnance: (n) horror, hatred, 

antipathy, inconsistency, repulsion, 
nausea, revulsion, loathing, 
detestation, aversion, hate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasantness, love, 
attractiveness, adoration, liking. 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious. 

traced: (adj) graphic. 
upreared: (adj) elevated. 
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for the old structure of our story, its white-oak frame, and its boards, shingles, 
and crumbling plaster, and even the huge, clustered chimney in the midst, 
seemed to constitute only the least and meanest part of its reality.  So much of 
mankind's varied experience had passed there,--so much had been suffered, and 
something, too, enjoyed,--that the very timbers were oozy, as with the moisture 
of a heart.  It was itself like a great human heart, with a life of its own, and full of 
rich and sombre reminiscences.%

The deep projection of the second story gave the house such a meditative 
look, that you could not pass it without the idea that it had secrets to keep, and 
an eventful history to moralize upon. In front, just on the edge of the unpaved 
sidewalk, grew the Pyncheon Elm, which, in reference to such trees as one 
usually meets with, might well be termed gigantic.  It had been planted by a 
great-grandson of the first Pyncheon, and, though now fourscore years of age, or 
perhaps nearer a hundred, was still in its strong and broad maturity, throwing its 
shadow from side to side of the street, overtopping the seven gables, and 
sweeping the whole black roof with its pendant foliage.  It gave beauty to the old 
edifice, and seemed to make it a part of nature.  The street having been widened 
about forty years ago, the front gable was now precisely on a line with it.  On 
either side extended a ruinous wooden fence of open lattice-work, through 
which could be seen a grassy yard, and, especially in the angles of the building, 
an enormous fertility of burdocks, with leaves, it is hardly an exaggeration to 
say, two or three feet long.  Behind the house there appeared to be a garden, 
which undoubtedly had once been extensive, but was now infringed upon by 
other enclosures, or shut in by habitations and outbuildings that stood on 
another street. It would be an omission, trifling, indeed, but unpardonable, were 
we to forget the green moss that had long since gathered over the projections of 
the windows, and on the slopes of the roof nor must we fail to direct the reader's 
eye to a crop, not of weeds, but flower-shrubs, which were growing aloft in the 
air, not a great way from the chimney, in the nook between two of the gables.  
They were called Alice's Posies.  The tradition was, that a certain Alice Pyncheon 
had flung up the seeds, in sport, and that the dust of the street and the decay of 
the roof gradually formed a kind of soil for them, out of which they grew, when 
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great-grandson: (n) great-grandchild. 
meanest: (adj) last, least. 
meditative: (adj, v) thoughtful, 

pensive; (adj) wistful, reflective, 
broody, museful, ruminative, 
musing, brooding; (v) philosophical, 
sedate. 

moralize: (v) moralise, preach, lecture, 
preachify, advocate, moral, 
sermonise. 

nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 

refuge, haven. 
oozy: (adj) damp, moist, muddy, 

humid, wet, miry, slimy, boggy, 
juicy, leaky, seeping. 

ruinous: (adj) harmful, baleful, 
disastrous, calamitous, injurious, 
deleterious, dilapidated, blasting, 
baneful, pernicious; (adj, n) 
subversive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beneficial, fortunate, harmless. 

shingles: (n) zoster, herpes, zona, 
herpes zoster virus. 

sidewalk: (n) footpath, path, walk, 
footway, flags, trottoir, pathway, 
causeway, walkway, curbside, 
doorstep. 

unpardonable: (adj) irremissible, 
unforgivable, indefensible, terrible, 
appalling, unwarranted, awful, 
unacceptable, shocking, not 
remissible; (v) inexpiable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pardonable, 
excusable, justified, excellent, 
justifiable. 
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Alice had long been in her grave.  However the flowers might have come there, it 
was both sad and sweet to observe how Nature adopted to herself this desolate, 
decaying, gusty, rusty old house of the Pyncheon family; and how the even-
returning summer did her best to gladden it with tender beauty, and grew 
melancholy in the effort.%

There is one other feature, very essential to be noticed, but which, we greatly 
fear, may damage any picturesque and romantic impression which we have been 
willing to throw over our sketch of this respectable edifice.  In the front gable, 
under the impending brow of the second story, and contiguous to the street, was 
a shop-door, divided horizontally in the midst, and with a window for its upper 
segment, such as is often seen in dwellings of a somewhat ancient date.  This 
same shop-door had been a subject of No slight mortification to the present 
occupant of the august Pyncheon House, as well as to some of her predecessors.  
The matter is disagreeably delicate to handle; but, since the reader must needs 
be let into the secret, he will please to understand, that, about a century ago, the 
head of the Pyncheons found himself involved in serious financial difficulties.  
The fellow (gentleman, as he styled himself) can hardly have been other than a 
spurious interloper; for, instead of seeking office from the king or the royal 
governor, or urging his hereditary claim to Eastern lands, he bethought himself 
of no better avenue to wealth than by cutting a shop-door through the side of his 
ancestral residence.  It was the custom of the time, indeed, for merchants to store 
their goods and transact business in their own dwellings.  But there was 
something pitifully small in this old Pyncheon's mode of setting about his 
commercial operations; it was whispered, that, with his own hands, all beruffled 
as they were, he used to give change for a shilling, and would turn a half-penny 
twice over, to make sure that it was a good one.  Beyond all question, he had the 
blood of a petty huckster in his veins, through whatever channel it may have 
found its way there. 

Immediately on his death, the shop-door had been locked, bolted, and 
barred, and, down to the period of our story, had probably never once been 
opened.  The old counter, shelves, and other fixtures of the little shop remained 
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disagreeably: (adv) nastily, 
unappealingly, offensively, 
cheerlessly, badly, distastefully, 
objectionably, unsympathetically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) agreeably, 
sweetly, warmly, attractively. 

gladden: (adj, v) exhilarate, enliven, 
inspirit; (v) comfort, joy, encourage, 
animate, console, content, satisfy; 
(adj) elate. ANTONYM: (v) 
dishearten. 

gusty: (adj) blustery, stormy, windy,  

blowy, tempestuous, squally, dirty, 
blustering, blusterous, airy, 
inclement. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
airless. 

huckster: (v) chaffer, higgle, peddle, 
hawk, haggle, vend, dicker; (n) 
costermonger, chapman, higgler, 
vendor. 

interloper: (adj, n) stranger, alien; (n) 
encroacher, trespasser, invader, 
boarder, bodkin, foreigner, 
gatecrasher, go between, unknown.  

ANTONYM: (n) native. 
mortification: (n) chagrin, 

embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, corruption, 
necrosis, degradation; (adj, n) 
vexation; (adj) grievance. 

shelves: (n) shelf, rack, shelving. 
styled: (v) titled, named, benempt. 
transact: (v) perform, execute, do, 

manage, conduct, deal, bargain, 
negotiate, enact, sell, bank. 
ANTONYM: (v) deny. 
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just as he had left them. It used to be affirmed, that the dead shop-keeper, in a 
white wig, a faded velvet coat, an apron at his waist, and his ruffles carefully 
turned back from his wrists, might be seen through the chinks of the shutters, 
any night of the year, ransacking his till, or poring over the dingy pages of his 
day-book.  From the look of unutterable woe upon his face, it appeared to be his 
doom to spend eternity in a vain effort to make his accounts balance.%

And now--in a very humble way, as will be seen--we proceed to open our 
narrative. 
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accounts: (n) financial statement. 
affirmed: (adj) acknowledged, 

avowed, guaranteed. 
appeared: (n) appearing. 
dingy: (adj) dark, black, drab, dull, 

muddy, impure, dim, seedy, dowdy, 
unclean, grimy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
immaculate, spotless, sparkling, 
bright, neat, brilliant, interesting, 
smart. 

doom: (n, v) sentence, destine, fate; (v) 
condemn, convict, damn; (n) destiny, 

day of reckoning, chance, luck, lot. 
ANTONYMS: (n) plan; (v) absolve. 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever, 
perpetuity, timelessness, endlessness, 
everlasting, endless time, 
everlastingness, everness, existence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) finiteness, 
impermanence. 

ransacking: (n) rummage, hunting, 
depredation, digging. 

unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, inexpressible,  

unpronounceable, indefinable, 
untellable, unnameable, 
unapproachable, beyond description, 
incommunicable, terrible. 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 
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CHAPTER  % I I   

 
THE  L ITTLE  SHOP -WINDOW 

 
 

IT still lacked half an hour of sunrise, when Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon--we 
will not say awoke, it being doubtful whether the poor lady had so much as 
closed her eyes during the brief night of midsummer--but, at all events, arose 
from her solitary pillow, and began what it would be mockery to term the 
adornment of her person.  Far from us be the indecorum of assisting, even in 
imagination, at a maiden lady's toilet! Our story must therefore await Miss 
Hepzibah at the threshold of her chamber; only presuming, meanwhile, to note 
some of the heavy sighs that labored from her bosom, with little restraint as to 
their lugubrious depth and volume of sound, inasmuch as they could be audible 
to nobody save a disembodied listener like ourself.  The Old Maid was alone in 
the old house.  Alone, except for a certain respectable and orderly young man, an 
artist in the daguerreotype line, who, for about three months back, had been a 
lodger in a remote gable,--quite a house by itself, indeed,--with locks, bolts, and 
oaken bars on all the intervening doors.  Inaudible, consequently, were poor 
Miss Hepzibah's gusty sighs.  Inaudible the creaking joints of her stiffened knees, 
as she knelt down by the bedside.  And inaudible, too, by mortal ear, but heard 
with all-comprehending love and pity in the farthest heaven, that almost agony 
of prayer --now whispered, now a groan, now a struggling silence--wherewith 
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adornment: (n) jewelry, 
embellishment, decoration, 
garnishment, accessory, trim, frill, 
passementerie, trimming, garnish, 
flower. 

creaking: (adj, v) creaky; (adj) 
squeaking, harsh, screaky, noisy, 
arthritic; (v) rickety; (n) screak. 

daguerreotype: (v) talbotype; (n) 
exposure, hit off, calotype, picture, 
photograph, photo. 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme,  

farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, most 
distant; (adj, adv) remotest. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest. 

indecorum: (n) indecency, 
indecorousness, incivility, 
improperness, familiarity, 
discourtesy, misdeed; (adj) 
misbehavior, immorality, scandal, 
laxity. ANTONYM: (n) decorum. 

labored: (adj) elaborate, strained, 
laborious, heavy, arduous, hard,  

artificial, laboured, awkward, 
unnatural, studied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
easy. 

lugubrious: (adj) dismal, gloomy, 
doleful, dark, funereal, melancholy, 
grievous, somber, dolorous, 
plaintive, miserable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cheerful. 

presuming: (adj) forward, arrogant, 
insolent, familiar, overconfident, 
conceited, assuming, rash, brash, 
pretentious, confident. 
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she besought the Divine assistance through the day Evidently, this is to be a day 
of more than ordinary trial to Miss Hepzibah, who, for above a quarter of a 
century gone by, has dwelt in strict seclusion, taking no part in the business of 
life, and just as little in its intercourse and pleasures.  Not with such fervor prays 
the torpid recluse, looking forward to the cold, sunless, stagnant calm of a day 
that is to be like innumerable yesterdays.%

The maiden lady's devotions are concluded.  Will she now issue forth over 
the threshold of our story?  Not yet, by many moments. First, every drawer in the 
tall, old-fashioned bureau is to be opened, with difficulty, and with a succession 
of spasmodic jerks then, all must close again, with the same fidgety reluctance. 
There is a rustling of stiff silks; a tread of backward and forward footsteps to and 
fro across the chamber.  We suspect Miss Hepzibah, moreover, of taking a step 
upward into a chair, in order to give heedful regard to her appearance on all 
sides, and at full length, in the oval, dingy-framed toilet-glass, that hangs above 
her table.  Truly! well, indeed! who would have thought it! Is all this precious 
time to be lavished on the matutinal repair and beautifying of an elderly person, 
who never goes abroad, whom nobody ever visits, and from whom, when she 
shall have done her utmost, it were the best charity to turn one's eyes another 
way? 

Now she is almost ready.  Let us pardon her one other pause; for it is given to 
the sole sentiment, or, we might better say, --heightened and rendered intense, as 
it has been, by sorrow and seclusion,--to the strong passion of her life.  We heard 
the turning of a key in a small lock; she has opened a secret drawer of an 
escritoire, and is probably looking at a certain miniature, done in Malbone's most 
perfect style, and representing a face worthy of no less delicate a pencil.  It was 
once our good fortune to see this picture.  It is a likeness of a young man, in a 
silken dressing-gown of an old fashion, the soft richness of which is well adapted 
to the countenance of reverie, with its full, tender lips, and beautiful eyes, that 
seem to indicate not so much capacity of thought, as gentle and voluptuous 
emotion.  Of the possessor of such features we shall have a right to ask nothing, 
except that he would take the rude world easily, and make himself happy in it.  
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beautifying: (adj) cultural, fancy; (n) 
decoration. 

escritoire: (n) secretary, desk, 
secretaire, writing table, vitrine, 
vargueno, etagere, cabinet, scrutoire.

fervor: (adj, n) devotion, passion; (n) 
enthusiasm, zeal, eagerness, 
fervency, energy, warmth, 
earnestness, fervidness, ardour. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
apathy, impassiveness, aloofness, 
coolness, dejection, doubt. 

fidgety: (adj, n) nervous; (adj) unquiet, 
fretful, fussy, anxious, hasty, jittery, 
jumpy, mercurial, restive; (n) 
apprehensive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, calm. 

heedful: (adj) careful, aware, cautious, 
mindful, circumspect, alert, 
advertent, watchful, wary, observant, 
thoughtful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
forgetful, oblivious. 

matutinal: (adj) early, earlier, earliest, 
matinal, matutinary, matutine. 

recluse: (n) hermit, anchoret, solitary, 
ascetic, eremite, loner, troglodyte; 
(adj) reclusive, secluded, cloistered, 
withdrawn. ANTONYM: (n) native. 

sunless: (adj) cloudy, dark, cheerless, 
clouded, lightless, gloomy, 
tenebrous, mentally disordered, 
blurred. 

torpid: (adj) inactive, sluggish, 
indolent, dull, slow, dormant, lazy, 
dead, lifeless, flat, supine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively. 
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Can it have been an early lover of Miss Hepzibah? No; she never had a lover--
poor thing, how could she? --nor ever knew, by her own experience, what love 
technically means. And yet, her undying faith and trust, her freshremembrance, 
and continual devotedness towards the original of that miniature, have been the 
only substance for her heart to feed upon.%

She seems to have put aside the miniature, and is standing again before the 
toilet-glass.  There are tears to be wiped off.  A few more footsteps to and fro; 
and here, at last,--with another pitiful sigh, like a gust of chill, damp wind out of 
a long-closed vault, the door of which has accidentally been set, ajar--here comes 
Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon! Forth she steps into the dusky, time-darkened 
passage; a tall figure, clad in black silk, with a long and shrunken waist, feeling 
her way towards the stairs like a near-sighted person, as in truth she is. 

The sun, meanwhile, if not already above the horizon, was ascending nearer 
and nearer to its verge.  A few clouds, floating high upward, caught some of the 
earliest light, and threw down its golden gleam on the windows of all the houses 
in the street, not forgetting the House of the Seven Gables, which--many such 
sunrises as it had witnessed--looked cheerfully at the present one.  The reflected 
radiance served to show, pretty distinctly, the aspect and arrangement of the 
room which Hepzibah entered, after descending the stairs.  It was a low-studded 
room, with a beam across the ceiling, panelled with dark wood, and having a 
large chimney-piece, set round with pictured tiles, but now closed by an iron 
fire-board, through which ran the funnel of a modern stove. There was a carpet 
on the floor, originally of rich texture, but so worn and faded in these latter years 
that its once brilliant figure had quite vanished into one indistinguishable hue.  
In the way of furniture, there were two tables:  one, constructed with perplexing 
intricacy and exhibiting as many feet as a centipede; the other, most delicately 
wrought, with four long and slender legs, so apparently frail that it was almost 
incredible what a length of time the ancient tea-table had stood upon them.  Half 
a dozen chairs stood about the room, straight and stiff, and so ingeniously 
contrived for the discomfort of the human person that they were irksome even to 
sight, and conveyed the ugliest possible idea of the state of society to which they 
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centipede: (n) arthropod. 
conveyed: (v) borne, sent. 
devotedness: (n) loyalty, dedication, 

consecration, ardor, constancy, love, 
fidelity, attachment. 

gust: (n) eruption, flurry, blow, blast, 
puff, flare, explosion, gale, storm, 
breeze; (adj, n) whiff. 

ingeniously: (adv) artfully, cleverly, 
adroitly, skillfully, inventively, 
resourcefully, shrewdly, 
imaginatively, cunningly, craftily,  

artistically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineptly. 

intricacy: (n) complexity, difficulty, 
entanglement, elaboration, 
elaborateness, complicacy, maze, 
confusion, perplexity, involution, 
subtlety. ANTONYM: (n) order. 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, tiresome; 
(adj) boring, dull, annoying, tedious, 
trying, burdensome, bothersome, 
irritating, prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing,  

soothing. 
shrunken: (adj) wizened, shrivelled, 

shrunk, withered, contracted, wizen, 
narrow, dried, thin, lean, sear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, bloated. 

undying: (adj) eternal, perpetual, 
everlasting, deathless, permanent, 
imperishable, endless, unending, 
lasting, abiding; (adj, v) 
indestructible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
temporary, mortal, impermanent, 
ending, inconstant. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 38

could have been adapted.  One exception there was, however, in a very antique 
elbow-chair, with a high back, carved elaborately in oak, and a roomy depth 
within its arms, that made up, by its spacious comprehensiveness, for the lack of 
any of those artistic curves which abound in a modern chair.%

As for ornamental articles of furniture, we recollect but two, if such they may 
be called.  One was a map of the Pyncheon territory at the eastward, not 
engraved, but the handiwork of some skilful old draughtsman, and grotesquely 
illuminated with pictures of Indians and wild beasts, among which was seen a 
lion; the natural history of the region being as little known as its geography, 
which was put down most fantastically awry.  The other adornment was the 
portrait of old Colonel Pyncheon, at two thirds length, representing the stern 
features of a Puritanic-looking personage, in a skull-cap, with a laced band and a 
grizzly beard; holding a Bible with one hand, and in the other uplifting an iron 
sword-hilt.  The latter object, being more successfully depicted by the artist, 
stood out in far greater prominence than the sacred volume.  Face to face with 
this picture, on entering the apartment, Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon came to a 
pause; regarding it with a singular scowl, a strange contortion of the brow, 
which, by people who did not know her, would probably have been interpreted 
as an expression of bitter anger and ill-will.  But it was no such thing.  She, in 
fact, felt a reverence for the pictured visage, of which only a far-descended and 
time-stricken virgin could be susceptible; and this forbidding scowl was the 
innocent result of her near-sightedness, and an effort so to concentrate her 
powers of vision as to substitute a firm outline of the object instead of a vague 
one. 

We must linger a moment on this unfortunate expression of poor Hepzibah's 
brow.  Her scowl,--as the world, or such part of it as sometimes caught a 
transitory glimpse of her at the window, wickedly persisted in calling it,--her 
scowl had done Miss Hepzibah a very ill office, in establishing her character as 
an ill-tempered old maid; nor does it appear improbable that, by often gazing at 
herself in a dim looking-glass, and perpetually encountering her own frown with 
its ghostly sphere, she had been led to interpret the expression almost as unjustly 
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comprehensiveness: (n) completeness, 
fullness, entirety, detail, intelligence, 
scope, range, flavor, wholeness, 
unity, totality. ANTONYM: (n) 
narrowness. 

contortion: (n) torsion, deformation, 
twist, dislocation, perversion, distort, 
deformity, contort, garble, wrench, 
twisting. ANTONYM: (n) smile. 

draughtsman: (n) drawer, 
draftsperson, designer, scribe, 
copyist. 

fantastically: (adv) wonderfully, 
fabulously, tremendously, 
marvelously, extraordinarily, 
strangely, queerly, magnificently, 
grotesquely, whimsically, peculiarly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) plausibly, 
abysmally. 

grizzly: (adj) grey, gray, grizzled, 
greyish, ashen, grayish, dull, hoary, 
leaden; (n) grizzly bear, silvertip. 

ill-tempered: (adj) morose, sour, cross, 
crabby, churlish, moody, grouchy,  

mean, huffy, angry, hot. 
ill-will: (n) enmity. 
uplifting: (n) ascent, exaltation, 

edification, upbuoyance; (adj) 
heartening, healing, gratifying, 
exhilarating, exalted, curative, 
cheering. ANTONYMS: (adj) deadly, 
ridiculous, heartbreaking. 

visage: (n) face, look, mug, 
physiognomy, expression, kisser, 
appearance, aspect, brow, smiler, 
forehead. 
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as the world did.  "How miserably cross I look!" she must often have whispered 
to herself; and ultimately have fancied herself so, by a sense of inevitable doom.  
But her heart never frowned.  It was naturally tender, sensitive, and full of little 
tremors and palpitations; all of which weaknesses it retained, while her visage 
was growing so perversely stern, and even fierce.  Nor had Hepzibah ever any 
hardihood, except what came from the very warmest nook in her affections.%

All this time, however, we are loitering faintheartedly on the threshold of 
our story.  In very truth, we have an invincible reluctance to disclose what Miss 
Hepzibah Pyncheon was about to do. 

It has already been observed, that, in the basement story of the gable fronting 
on the street, an unworthy ancestor, nearly a century ago, had fitted up a shop.  
Ever since the old gentleman retired from trade, and fell asleep under his coffin-
lid, not only the shop-door, but the inner arrangements, had been suffered to 
remain unchanged; while the dust of ages gathered inch-deep over the shelves 
and counter, and partly filled an old pair of scales, as if it were of value enough 
to be weighed.  It treasured itself up, too, in the half-open till, where there still 
lingered a base sixpence, worth neither more nor less than the hereditary pride 
which had here been put to shame.  Such had been the state and condition of the 
little shop in old Hepzibah's childhood, when she and her brother used to play at 
hide-and-seek in its forsaken precincts.  So it had remained, until within a few 
days past. 

But Now, though the shop-window was still closely curtained from the 
public gaze, a remarkable change had taken place in its interior.  The rich and 
heavy festoons of cobweb, which it had cost a long ancestral succession of 
spiders their life's labor to spin and weave, had been carefully brushed away 
from the ceiling.  The counter, shelves, and floor had all been scoured, and the 
latter was overstrewn with fresh blue sand.  The brown scales, too, had evidently 
undergone rigid discipline, in an unavailing effort to rub off the rust, which, 
alas! had eaten through and through their substance.  Neither was the little old 
shop any longer empty of merchantable goods.  A curious eye, privileged to take 
an account of stock and investigate behind the counter, would have discovered a 
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cobweb: (n) web, filament, 
entanglement, mouse trap, tissue, 
fibril, pitfall; (adj) chaff, straw, cork; 
(adj, n) gossamer. 

faintheartedly: (adv) chickenheartedly, 
faintly. 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken. 

fronting: (n) facing; (adj) apparent,  

evident, exposed, obvious; (prep) 
against, toward. 

hardihood: (v) audacity; (n) courage, 
daring, boldness, temerity, 
fearlessness, fortitude, brass; (adj, n) 
face, guts; (n, v) assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frailty, timidity. 

loitering: (n) delay, dalliance; (adj) 
slow, dilatory, delaying, inactive, 
truant, trifling, tardy; (v) loiter; (adv) 
loiteringly. 

perversely: (adv) obstinately,  

refractorily, stubbornly, pervertedly, 
contrariwise, waywardly, wickedly, 
badly, willfully, kinkily, naughtily. 

precincts: (n) entourage, arena, 
outskirts, neighbourhood, walk, 
neighborhood, proximity, 
surroundings, vicinity, limitations, 
suburbs. 

unavailing: (adj) fruitless, bootless, 
useless, ineffectual, inefficacious, 
otiose, inutile, ineffective, idle, vain, 
pointless. 
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barrel, yea, two or three barrels and half ditto,--one containing flour, another 
apples, and a third, perhaps, Indian meal.  There was likewise a square box of 
pine-wood, full of soap in bars; also, another of the same size, in which were 
tallow candles, ten to the pound.  A small stock of brown sugar, some white 
beans and split peas, and a few other commodities of low price, and such as are 
constantly in demand, made up the bulkier portion of the merchandise.  It might 
have been taken for a ghostly or phantasmagoric reflection of the old shopkeeper 
Pyncheon's shabbily provided shelves, save that some of the articles were of a 
description and outward form which could hardly have been known in his day.  
For instance, there was a glass pickle-jar, filled with fragments of Gibraltar rock; 
not, indeed, splinters of the veritable stone foundation of the famous fortress, but 
bits of delectable candy, neatly done up in white paper.  Jim Crow, moreover, 
was seen executing his world-renowned dance, in gingerbread.  A party of 
leaden dragoons were galloping along one of the shelves, in equipments and 
uniform of modern cut; and there were some sugar figures, with no strong 
resemblance to the humanity of any epoch, but less unsatisfactorily representing 
our own fashions than those of a hundred years ago.  Another phenomenon, still 
more strikingly modern, was a package of lucifer matches, which, in old times, 
would have been thought actually to borrow their instantaneous flame from the 
nether fires of Tophet.%

In short, to bring the matter at once to a point, it was incontrovertibly 
evident that somebody had taken the shop and fixtures of the long-retired and 
forgotten Mr. Pyncheon, and was about to renew the enterprise of that departed 
worthy, with a different set of customers.  Who could this bold adventurer be? 
And, of all places in the world, why had he chosen the House of the Seven 
Gables as the scene of his commercial speculations? 

We return to the elderly maiden.  She at length withdrew her eyes from the 
dark countenance of the Colonel's portrait, heaved a sigh, --indeed, her breast 
was a very cave of Aolus that morning, --and stept across the room on tiptoe, as 
is the customary gait of elderly women.  Passing through an intervening passage, 
she opened a door that communicated with the shop, just now so elaborately 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dragoons: (n) cavalry. 
equipments: (n) paraphernalia, 

facility, attire, appendages, equipage, 
accouterments. 

gingerbread: (adj) bedizened, extra, 
fancy; (v) flimsy, unsubstantial, 
insubstantial; (n) ornament, trim, 
embellishment, frill, garnish. 

incontrovertibly: (adv) demonstrably, 
indubitably, clearly, indisputably, 
undeniably, unquestionably, 
incontestably, decidedly, definitely,  

evidently, categorically. 
lucifer: (n) Satan, Beelzebub, the Devil, 

match, fusee, fuzee, friction match, 
light, archfiend, Vesta, vesuvian. 

phantasmagoric: (adj) dreamlike, 
dreamy, phantasmagorial, 
phantasmagorical, surreal, 
surrealistic. 

shabbily: (adv) grubbily, abjectly, 
scruffily, raggedly, shoddily, meanly, 
threadbarely, tattily, sordidly, tackily; 
(adj, adv) paltrily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

brightly, respectfully, smartly. 
tallow: (n) grease, lard, oil, suet, 

cream, butter, cicatrix, beef tallow, 
dubbin, animal oil, scar. 

unsatisfactorily: (adv) badly, 
insufficiently, inadequately, weakly, 
pathetically, pitifully, 
disappointingly, imperfectly, 
absurdly, embarrassingly, derisorily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) satisfactorily, 
impressively, well, perfectly, 
competently. 
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described.  Owing to the projection of the upper story--and still more to the thick 
shadow of the Pyncheon Elm, which stood almost directly in front of the gable--
the twilight, here, was still as much akin to night as morning.  Another heavy 
sigh from Miss Hepzibah! After a moment's pause on the threshold, peering 
towards the window with her near-sighted scowl, as if frowning down some 
bitter enemy, she suddenly projected herself into the shop.  The haste, and, as it 
were, the galvanic impulse of the movement, were really quite startling.%

Nervously--in a sort of frenzy, we might almost say--she began to busy 
herself in arranging some children's playthings, and other little wares, on the 
shelves and at the shop-window.  In the aspect of this dark-arrayed, pale-faced, 
ladylike old figure there was a deeply tragic character that contrasted 
irreconcilably with the ludicrous pettiness of her employment.  It seemed a 
queer anomaly, that so gaunt and dismal a personage should take a toy in hand; 
a miracle, that the toy did not vanish in her grasp; a miserably absurd idea, that 
she should go on perplexing her stiff and sombre intellect with the question how 
to tempt little boys into her premises! Yet such is undoubtedly her object.  Now 
she places a gingerbread elephant against the window, but with so tremulous a 
touch that it tumbles upon the floor, with the dismemberment of three legs and 
its trunk; it has ceased to be an elephant, and has become a few bits of musty 
gingerbread.  There, again, she has upset a tumbler of marbles, all of which roll 
different ways, and each individual marble, devil-directed, into the most difficult 
obscurity that it can find.  Heaven help our poor old Hepzibah, and forgive us 
for taking a ludicrous view of her position! As her rigid and rusty frame goes 
down upon its hands and knees, in quest of the absconding marbles, we 
positively feel so much the more inclined to shed tears of sympathy, from the 
very fact that we must needs turn aside and laugh at her.  For here,--and if we 
fail to impress it suitably upon the reader, it is our own fault, not that of the 
theme, here is one of the truest points of melancholy interest that occur in 
ordinary life.  It was the final throe of what called itself old gentility.  A, lady--
who had fed herself from childhood with the shadowy food of aristocratic 
reminiscences, and whose religion it was that a lady's hand soils itself 
irremediably by doing aught for bread,--this born lady, after sixty years of 
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aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, zip; 
(adj) any. 

dismemberment: (n) division, 
separation, mutilation, taking apart, 
dislocation. 

galvanic: (adj) Voltaic, hasty, hurried, 
restless, electrical, mercurial, unquiet, 
galvanizing, galvanising, fussy, 
fidgety. 

gentility: (n) elegance, cultivation, 
politeness, decorum, genteelness,  

breeding, courtesy, nobility, 
aristocracy, propriety; (adj) urbanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vulgarity, 
rudeness. 

irremediably: (adv) incurably, 
irrecoverably. 

ladylike: (adj) feminine, refined, 
gentle, womanly, genteel, maidenly, 
matronly, wifely, dainty, well-bred, 
mannerly. ANTONYM: (adj) coarse. 

pettiness: (n) insignificance, 
slightness, triviality, parsimony,  

littleness, tightness, tightfistedness, 
narrowness, stinginess, frivolity, 
niggardliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nobility, importance, maturity, 
generosity. 

throe: (n) distress, pain, anguish, 
agony, suffering, pang, twinge, 
misery, stroke; (adj, n, v) spasm; (v) 
thrill. 

tumbler: (n) acrobat, beaker, turner, 
mime, roller, buffoon, tumbler 
switch, cup, bowl, flute; (v) glass. 
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narrowing means, is fain to step down from her pedestal of imaginary rank.  
Poverty, treading closely at her heels for a lifetime, has come up with her at last.  
She must earn her own food, or starve! And we have stolen upon Miss Hepzibah 
Pyncheon, too irreverently, at the instant of time when the patrician lady is to be 
transformed into the plebeian woman.%

In this republican country, amid the fluctuating waves of our social life, 
somebody is always at the drowning-point.  The tragedy is enacted with as 
continual a repetition as that of a popular drama on a holiday, and, nevertheless, 
is felt as deeply, perhaps, as when an hereditary noble sinks below his order.  
More deeply; since, with us, rank is the grosser substance of wealth and a 
splendid establishment, and has no spiritual existence after the death of these, 
but dies hopelessly along with them.  And, therefore, since we have been 
unfortunate enough to introduce our heroine at so inauspicious a juncture, we 
would entreat for a mood of due solemnity in the spectators of her fate.  Let us 
behold, in poor Hepzibah, the immemorial, lady--two hundred years old, on this 
side of the water, and thrice as many on the other, --with her antique portraits, 
pedigrees, coats of arms, records and traditions, and her claim, as joint heiress, to 
that princely territory at the eastward, no longer a wilderness, but a populous 
fertility,--born, too, in Pyncheon Street, under the Pyncheon Elm, and in the 
Pyncheon House, where she has spent all her days, --reduced.  Now, in that very 
house, to be the hucksteress of a cent-shop. 

This business of setting up a petty shop is almost the only resource of 
women, in circumstances at all similar to those of our unfortunate recluse.  With 
her near-sightedness, and those tremulous fingers of hers, at once inflexible and 
delicate, she could not be a seamstress; although her sampler, of fifty years gone 
by, exhibited some of the most recondite specimens of ornamental needlework.  
A school for little children had been often in her thoughts; and, at one time, she 
had begun a review of her early studies in the New England Primer, with a view 
to prepare herself for the office of instructress.  But the love of children had 
never been quickened in Hepzibah's heart, and was now torpid, if not extinct; 
she watched the little people of the neighborhood from her chamber-window, 
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entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, implore, 
pray, adjure, appeal, request, conjure, 
crave, bid. ANTONYMS: (v) demand, 
reject. 

fluctuating: (adj) variable, 
unpredictable, unstable, erratic, 
inconstant, irresolute, mutable, 
unsteady, irregular, fickle; (v) 
fluctuate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, fixed. 

instructress: (n) tutoress, preceptress, 
teacher, instructor. 

irreverently: (adv) profanely, 
blasphemously, impiously, 
sacrilegiously, impertinently, saucily, 
pertly, scathingly, sarcastically, 
mockingly, unreverently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) respectfully, 
reverentially. 

recondite: (adj) esoteric, deep, occult, 
hidden, mysterious, obscure, 
concealed, profound, dark, cryptic; 
(adj, v) secret. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, straightforward, simple,  

mainstream. 
sampler: (n) sampling element, 

pattern, specimen, soil sampler, 
tastetester, taster, observation station, 
fancywork, sampling device, 
sampling station. 

seamstress: (n) needlewoman, 
dressmaker, modiste, sewer, stitcher, 
tailor, shepster, hatmaker, 
garmentworker, garmentmaker, 
garment worker. 

thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly. 
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and doubted whether she could tolerate a more intimate acquaintance with 
them.  Besides, in our day, the very A B C has become a science greatly too 
abstruse to be any longer taught by pointing a pin from letter to letter.  A 
modern child could teach old Hepzibah more than old Hepzibah could teach the 
child.  So--with many a cold, deep heart-quake at the idea of at last coming into 
sordid contact with the world, from which she had so long kept aloof, while 
every added day of seclusion had rolled another stone against the cavern door of 
her hermitage--the poor thing bethought herself of the ancient shop-window, the 
rusty scales, and dusty till.  She might have held back a little longer; but another 
circumstance, not yet hinted at, had somewhat hastened her decision.  Her 
humble preparations, therefore, were duly made, and the enterprise was now to 
be commenced.  Nor was she entitled to complain of any remarkable singularity 
in her fate; for, in the town of her nativity, we might point to several little shops 
of a similar description, some of them in houses as ancient as that of the Seven 
Gables; and one or two, it may be, where a decayed gentlewoman stands behind 
the counter, as grim an image of family pride as Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon 
herself.%

It was overpoweringly ridiculous,--we must honestly confess it, --the 
deportment of the maiden lady while setting her shop in order for the public eye.  
She stole on tiptoe to the window, as cautiously as if she conceived some bloody-
minded villain to be watching behind the elm-tree, with intent to take her life. 
Stretching out her long, lank arm, she put a paper of pearl buttons, a jew's-harp, 
or whatever the small article might be, in its destined place, and straightway 
vanished back into the dusk, as if the world need never hope for another glimpse 
of her.  It might have been fancied, indeed, that she expected to minister to the 
wants of the community unseen, like a disembodied divinity or enchantress, 
holding forth her bargains to the reverential and awe-stricken purchaser in an 
invisible hand.  But Hepzibah had no such flattering dream.  She was well aware 
that she must ultimately come forward, and stand revealed in her proper 
individuality; but, like other sensitive persons, she could not bear to be observed 
in the gradual process, and chose rather to flash forth on the world's astonished 
gaze at once. 
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abstruse: (adj) esoteric, obscure, 
abstract, difficult, deep, cryptic, 
mysterious, occult, complex, dark, 
intricate. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
direct, clear, lucid, plain, obvious, 
mainstream, concrete, 
comprehensible, easy, accessible. 

enchantress: (n) siren, Delilah, fairy, 
witch, occultist, woman, lamia, sibyl, 
vamp, hag, sorceress. 

gentlewoman: (n) lady, madam, 
dame, woman, noblewoman, doll,  

bird, adult female, noble, chick, 
ma'am. 

lank: (adj) gaunt, angular, emaciated, 
meager, thin, skinny, spindly, spare, 
scrawny; (adj, v) lean, barren. 

overpoweringly: (adv) crushingly, 
resistlessly, intensely, irresistibly, 
strongly, oppressively, greatly, 
powerfully, devastatingly, 
awesomely, tremendously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) faintly, 
indifferently, superficially. 

reverential: (adj, v) deferential; (adj) 
reverent, dutiful, solemn, pious, 
devotional, devout, obedient, godly, 
religious; (v) decorous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) irreverent. 

straightway: (adv) presently, 
forthwith, directly, right, anon, 
immediately, at once, straightforth, 
promptly; (adj) straight, immediate. 

tiptoe: (v) tip, tippytoe, creep, patter, 
skirt, skip, tilt, sidle, lean; (adj) alert; 
(n) quieter. ANTONYM: (v) clump. 
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The inevitable moment was not much longer to be delayed.  The sunshine 
might now be seen stealing down the front of the opposite house, from the 
windows of which came a reflected gleam, struggling through the boughs of the 
elm-tree, and enlightening the interior of the shop more distinctly than 
heretofore.  The town appeared to be waking up.   A baker's cart had already 
rattled through the street, chasing away the latest vestige of night's sanctity with 
the jingle-jangle of its dissonant bells.  A milkman was distributing the contents 
of his cans from door to door; and the harsh peal of a fisherman's conch shell 
was heard far off, around the corner.  None of these tokens escaped Hepzibah's 
notice.  The moment had arrived. To delay longer would be only to lengthen out 
her misery.  Nothing remained, except to take down the bar from the shop-door, 
leaving the entrance free--more than free--welcome, as if all were household 
friends--to every passer-by, whose eyes might be attracted by the commodities at 
the window.  This last act Hepzibah now performed, letting the bar fall with 
what smote upon her excited nerves as a most astounding clatter.  Then--as if the 
only barrier betwixt herself and the world had been thrown down, and a flood of 
evil consequences would come tumbling through the gap--she fled into the inner 
parlor, threw herself into the ancestral elbow-chair, and wept.%

Our miserable old Hepzibah! It is a heavy annoyance to a writer, who 
endeavors to represent nature, its various attitudes and circumstances, in a 
reasonably correct outline and true coloring, that so much of the mean and 
ludicrous should be hopelessly mixed up with the purest pathos which life 
anywhere supplies to him. What tragic dignity, for example, can be wrought into 
a scene like this! How can we elevate our history of retribution for the sin of long 
ago, when, as one of our most prominent figures, we are compelled to introduce-
-not a young and lovely woman, nor even the stately remains of beauty, storm-
shattered by affliction--but a gaunt, sallow, rusty-jointed maiden, in a long-
waisted silk gown, and with the strange horror of a turban on her head! Her 
visage is not even ugly.  It is redeemed from insignificance only by the 
contraction of her eyebrows into a near-sighted scowl.  And, finally, her great 
life-trial seems to be, that, after sixty years of idleness, she finds it convenient to 
earn comfortable bread by setting up a shop in a small way.  Nevertheless, if we 
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betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, 
amid; (adv) atwixt. 

coloring: (n) color, paint, coloration, 
tint, colouring, dye, complexion, 
pigment, colour, dyeing, colouration.

conch: (n) seashell. 
dissonant: (adj) disharmonious, 

inharmonious, inharmonic, 
inconsistent, harsh, irreconcilable, 
cacophonous, absonant, conflicting, 
raucous; (n) disagreeing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harmonious,  

musical, complementary, compatible, 
agreeing, melodious, consonant. 

endeavors: (n) activities, deeds, 
events, Comings and Goings, 
undertakings, accomplishments, 
happenings. 

enlightening: (adj) edifying, 
instructive, illuminating, didactic, 
educational, calming, 
communicative, clarifying, useful, 
taming, revealing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mystifying, unedifying,  

unenlightening, unilluminating. 
heretofore: (adv) formerly, as yet, 

before, so far, yet, already, until now, 
previously, once, hereunto; (adv, n) 
hitherto. 

milkman: (n) deliveryman, delivery 
boy. 

parlor: (n) front room, lounge, sitting 
room, saloon, salon, parlour, parlors, 
livingroom, common room, parlours, 
drawing room. 

smote: (v) smite. 
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look through all the heroic fortunes of mankind, we shall find this same 
entanglement of something mean and trivial with whatever is noblest in joy or 
sorrow.  Life is made up of marble and mud.  And, without all the deeper trust in 
a comprehensive sympathy above us, we might hence be led to suspect the insult 
of a sneer, as well as an immitigable frown, on the iron countenance of fate.  
What is called poetic insight is the gift of discerning, in this sphere of strangely 
mingled elements, the beauty and the majesty which are compelled to assume a 
garb so sordid.%
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countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit. 

discerning: (adj) apprehensive, 
perceptive, acute, shrewd, 
discriminating, discreet, penetrating, 
refined, judicious, sharp, conscious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indiscriminate, 
undiscriminating, disregardful,  

negligent, overlooking, undiscerning, 
unobservant, unperceptive, 
insensitive, obtuse, tasteless. 

entanglement: (n) snarl, complexity, 
embarrassment, implication, mesh, 
knot, tangle, web, perplexity, hitch; 
(adj, n) involution. ANTONYMS: (n) 
simplification, extrication. 

frown: (adj, v) lower; (adj, n) scowl; (n, 
v) pout, grimace, glower, glare; (adj) 
black looks, gloam, glout; (v) sulk, 
gnash. ANTONYM: (v) approve. 

sneer: (n, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout, 
ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace, 
gird; (n) smirk. 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, 
misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice. 
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CHAPTER  % I I I   

 
THE  F IRST  CUSTOMER 

 
 

MISS HEPZIBAH PYNCHEON sat in the oaken elbow-chair, with her hands 
over her face, giving way to that heavy down-sinking of the heart which most 
persons have experienced, when the image of hope itself seems ponderously 
moulded of lead, on the eve of an enterprise at once doubtful and momentous.  
She was suddenly startled by the tinkling alarum--high, sharp, and irregular--of 
a little bell.  The maiden lady arose upon her feet, as pale as a ghost at cock-crow; 
for she was an enslaved spirit, and this the talisman to which she owed 
obedience.  This little bell,--to speak in plainer terms, --being fastened over the 
shop-door, was so contrived as to vibrate by means of a steel spring, and thus 
convey notice to the inner regions of the house when any customer should cross 
the threshold.  Its ugly and spiteful little din (heard now for the first time, 
perhaps, since Hepzibah's periwigged predecessor had retired from trade) at 
once set every nerve of her body in responsive and tumultuous vibration.  The 
crisis was upon her! Her first customer was at the door! 

Without giving herself time for a second thought, she rushed into the shop, 
pale, wild, desperate in gesture and expression, scowling portentously, and 
looking far better qualified to do fierce battle with a housebreaker than to stand 
smiling behind the counter, bartering small wares for a copper recompense.  
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arose: (v) happen, occur. 
bartering: (adj) commercial; (n) 

disposal. 
enslaved: (adj) captive, locked up, 

charmed, incarcerated, in bondage, in 
prison, bound, subject, beguiled, 
cringing; (v) subjected. 

housebreaker: (n) thief, robber, cat 
burglar, wrecker, intruder, 
housewrecker, second-story man. 

periwigged: (adj) wigged. 
portentously: (adv) extraordinarily,  

ominously, pretentiously, amazingly, 
haughtily, ostentatiously, 
significantly, affectedly, arrogantly, 
gloomily, snobbishly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) favorably. 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 
indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty. 

scowling: (adj) frowning, angry, dire, 
frowny, grim, threatening, ugly, 
unfriendly, dark. 

talisman: (n) amulet, charm, mascot, 
fetish, periapt, phylactery, lucky 
charm, key, seals, signet, good luck 
charm. 

tinkling: (adj) clinking, tinkly, 
tintinnabulary, reverberant; (n) ting. 

vibrate: (v) shake, shiver, oscillate, 
tremble, quiver, shudder, swing, 
wobble, palpitate, thrill, throb. 
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Any ordinary customer, indeed, would have turned his back and fled.  And yet 
there was nothing fierce in Hepzibah's poor old heart; nor had she, at the 
moment, a single bitter thought against the world at large, or one individual man 
or woman.  She wished them all well, but wished, too, that she herself were done 
with them, and in her quiet grave.%

The applicant, by this time, stood within the doorway.  Coming freshly, as he 
did, out of the morning light, he appeared to have brought some of its cheery 
influences into the shop along with him. It was a slender young man, not more 
than one or two and twenty years old, with rather a grave and thoughtful 
expression for his years, but likewise a springy alacrity and vigor.  These 
qualities were not only perceptible, physically, in his make and motions, but 
made themselves felt almost immediately in his character. A brown beard, not 
too silken in its texture, fringed his chin, but as yet without completely hiding it; 
he wore a short mustache, too, and his dark, high-featured countenance looked 
all the better for these natural ornaments.  As for his dress, it was of the simplest 
kind; a summer sack of cheap and ordinary material, thin checkered pantaloons, 
and a straw hat, by no means of the finest braid.  Oak Hall might have supplied 
his entire equipment.  He was chiefly marked as a gentleman--if such, indeed, he 
made any claim to be--by the rather remarkable whiteness and nicety of his clean 
linen. 

He met the scowl of old Hepzibah without apparent alarm, as having 
heretofore encountered it and found it harmless. 

"So, my dear Miss Pyncheon," said the daguerreotypist, --for it was that sole 
other occupant of the seven-gabled mansion,-- "I am glad to see that you have 
not shrunk from your good purpose.  I merely look in to offer my best wishes, 
and to ask if I can assist you any further in your preparations." 

People in difficulty and distress, or in any manner at odds with the world, 
can endure a vast amount of harsh treatment, and perhaps be only the stronger 
for it; whereas they give way at once before the simplest expression of what they 
perceive to be genuine sympathy.  So it proved with poor Hepzibah; for, when 
she saw the young man's smile,--looking so much the brighter on a thoughtful 
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alacrity: (n) rapidity, speed, 
promptness, activity, preparedness, 
velocity, haste, swiftness, quickness, 
expedition; (adj) life. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aversion, reservation, reluctance, 
indifference, hesitance, dullness, 
disinclination, apathy, tardiness, 
delay. 

checkered: (adj) check, chequered, 
varied, ever changing, motley, plaid, 
dappled, variable, mutable, 
multicolored, mottled. 

fringed: (adj) fibrillated, bounded, 
feathered, bushy, decorated, 
fimbriate, fimbricate, laciniate, 
befringed, rough, laciniated. 

mustache: (n) mustachio, mastax, 
moustachio, beard, whisker, 
whiskers, toothbrush, hair, handlebar 
mustache, body hair, facial hair. 

nicety: (n) detail, exactness, 
fastidiousness, nuance, refinement, 
exactitude, justness, precision, 
correctness, daintiness, elegance. 

pantaloons: (n) pants, small clothes, 
smalls, pantaloon, trousers, 
inexpressibles, overalls. 

simplest: (adj) rudimentary. 
vigor: (n, v) energy; (adj, n) intensity; 

(n) spirit, vitality, force, life, strength, 
power, might, vim, stamina. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, apathy, 
frailty, laziness, enervation, 
inactivity, indifference, illness, 
lifelessness, sluggishness, tardiness. 
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face,--and heard his kindly tone, she broke first into a hysteric giggle and then 
began to sob.%

"Ah, Mr. Holgrave," cried she, as soon as she could speak, "I never can go 
through with it Never, never, never I wish I were dead, and in the old family 
tomb, with all my forefathers! With my father, and my mother, and my sister.  
Yes, and with my brother, who had far better find me there than here! The world 
is too chill and hard,--and I am too old, and too feeble, and too hopeless!" 

"Oh, believe me, Miss Hepzibah," said the young man quietly, "these feelings 
will not trouble you any longer, after you are once fairly in the midst of your 
enterprise.  They are unavoidable at this moment, standing, as you do, on the 
outer verge of your long seclusion, and peopling the world with ugly shapes, 
which you will soon find to be as unreal as the giants and ogres of a child's story-
book.  I find nothing so singular in life, as that everything appears to lose its 
substance the instant one actually grapples with it.  So it will be with what you 
think so terrible." 

"But I am a woman!" said Hepzibah piteously.  "I was going to say, a lady,--
but I consider that as past." 

"Well; no matter if it be past!" answered the artist, a strange gleam of half-
hidden sarcasm flashing through the kindliness of his manner.  "Let it go You 
are the better without it.  I speak frankly, my dear Miss Pyncheon! for are we not 
friends? I look upon this as one of the fortunate days of your life.  It ends an 
epoch and begins one.  Hitherto, the life-blood has been gradually chilling in 
your veins as you sat aloof, within your circle of gentility, while the rest of the 
world was fighting out its battle with one kind of necessity or another.  
Henceforth, you will at least have the sense of healthy and natural effort for a 
purpose, and of lending your strength be it great or small--to the united struggle 
of mankind.  This is success,--all the success that anybody meets with!" 

"It is natural enough, Mr. Holgrave, that you should have ideas like these," 
rejoined Hepzibah, drawing up her gaunt figure with slightly offended dignity.  
"You are a man, a young man, and brought up, I suppose, as almost everybody is 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, indifferent, 
unfriendly, frigid, arrogant, cold; 
(adv) afar. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
friendly, involved, approachable, 
sociable, outgoing, open, 
enthusiastic, relaxed, communicative, 
affable, respectful. 

chilling: (adj) icy, bloodcurdling, 
wintry, macabre, ghastly, cold, scary, 
apathetic; (n) cooling, freezing, 
refrigeration. ANTONYM: (adj)  

reassuring. 
forefathers: (n) patriarchs, forefather, 

ancestor, colony, lineage, family. 
hysteric: (n) hysterics, hysteria; (v) 

frantic, furious, in hysterics, infuriate, 
outrageous; (adj) neurotic. 

kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 
amiability, grace, benignancy, mercy, 
tenderness, compassion, charity, 
consideration, helpfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty. 

lending: (n) lend, loaning, borrowing, 
usury, disposal, disposition. 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, 
grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully. 

seclusion: (n) retreat, segregation, 
retirement, isolation, secrecy, 
concealment, insulation, separation, 
hermitage; (adj, n) solitude, 
loneliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
company, closeness, inclusion. 
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nowadays, with a view to seeking your fortune.  But I was born a lady.  and have 
always lived one; no matter in what narrowness of means, always a lady."%

"But I was not born a gentleman; neither have I lived like one," said Holgrave, 
slightly smiling; "so, my dear madam, you will hardly expect me to sympathize 
with sensibilities of this kind; though, unless I deceive myself, I have some 
imperfect comprehension of them.  These names of gentleman and lady had a 
meaning, in the past history of the world, and conferred privileges, desirable or 
otherwise, on those entitled to bear them.  In the present--and still more in the 
future condition of society-they imply, not privilege, but restriction!" 

"These are new notions," said the old gentlewoman, shaking her head.  "I 
shall never understand them; neither do I wish it." 

"We will cease to speak of them, then," replied the artist, with a friendlier 
smile than his last one, "and I will leave you to feel whether it is not better to be a 
true woman than a lady.  Do you really think, Miss Hepzibah, that any lady of 
your family has ever done a more heroic thing, since this house was built, than 
you are performing in it to-day? Never; and if the Pyncheons had always acted 
so nobly, I doubt whether an old wizard Maule's anathema, of which you told 
me once, would have had much weight with Providence against them." 

"Ah!--no, no!" said Hepzibah, not displeased at this allusion to the sombre 
dignity of an inherited curse.  "If old Maule's ghost, or a descendant of his, could 
see me behind the counter to-day. he would call it the fulfillment of his worst 
wishes.  But I thank you for your kindness, Mr. Holgrave, and will do my utmost 
to be a good shop-keeper." 

"Pray do" said Holgrave, "and let me have the pleasure of being your first 
customer.  I am about taking a walk to the seashore, before going to my rooms, 
where I misuse Heaven's blessed sunshine by tracing out human features 
through its agency.  A few of those biscuits, dipt in sea-water, will be just what I 
need for breakfast. What is the price of half a dozen?" 

"Let me be a lady a moment longer," replied Hepzibah, with a manner of 
antique stateliness to which a melancholy smile lent a kind of grace. She put the 
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conferred: (adj) given, presented. 
displeased: (adj) disgruntled, 

dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contented, satisfied, calm. 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness,  

stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy. 

nobly: (adv) generously, 
magnificently, grandly, greatly, 
splendidly, honorably, heroically, 
aristocratically, bravely, 
magnanimously, courageously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) immorally, 
poorly, timidly. 

seashore: (n) beach, coast, shore, 
seaboard, seacoast, coastline, 
shoreline, seaside, landfall, litoral;  

(adj) marine. 
stateliness: (n) loftiness, magnificence, 

dignity, nobility, splendor, grandeur, 
greatness, grandness, starched 
stateliness, impressiveness, decorum. 
ANTONYM: (n) simplicity. 

sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
condole, compassionate, feel, 
sympathise, identify with, empathize, 
have compassion, feel sorry for, feel 
for. ANTONYMS: (v) disapprove, 
disregard. 
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biscuits into his hand, but rejected the compensation. "A Pyncheon must not, at 
all events under her forefathers' roof, receive money for a morsel of bread from 
her only friend!" 

Holgrave took his departure, leaving her, for the moment, with spirits not 
quite so much depressed.  Soon, however, they had subsided nearly to their 
former dead level.  With a beating heart, she listened to the footsteps of early 
passengers, which now began to be frequent along the street.  Once or twice they 
seemed to linger; these strangers, or neighbors, as the case might be, were 
looking at the display of toys and petty commodities in Hepzibah's shop-
window.  She was doubly tortured; in part, with a sense of overwhelming shame 
that strange and unloving eyes should have the privilege of gazing, and partly 
because the idea occurred to her, with ridiculous importunity, that the window 
was not arranged so skilfully, nor nearly to so much advantage, as it might have 
been.  It seemed as if the whole fortune or failure of her shop might depend on 
the display of a different set of articles, or substituting a fairer apple for one 
which appeared to be specked. So she made the change, and straightway fancied 
that everything was spoiled by it; not recognizing that it was the nervousness of 
the juncture, and her own native squeamishness as an old maid, that wrought 
all the seeming mischief.%

Anon, there was an encounter, just at the door-step, betwixt two laboring 
men, as their rough voices denoted them to be.  After some slight talk about their 
own affairs, one of them chanced to notice the shop-window, and directed the 
other's attention to it. 

"See here!" cried he; "what do you think of this? Trade seems to be looking up 
in Pyncheon Street!" 

"Well, well, this is a sight, to be sure!" exclaimed the other.  "In the old 
Pyncheon House, and underneath the Pyncheon Elm! Who would have thought 
it? Old Maid Pyncheon is setting up a cent-shop!" 

"Will she make it go, think you, Dixey;" said his friend.  "I don't call it a very 
good stand.  There's another shop just round the corner." 
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don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, prohibition.
doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two 

times, in two ways, dualistically. 
gazing: (adj) fixed. 
importunity: (n, v) entreaty, 

supplication; (n) urgency, appeal, 
earnestness; (v) solicitation, 
obsecration, interpellation, instance, 
obtestation, invocation. 

juncture: (n, v) joint; (adj, n) crisis; (n) 
articulation, event, junction, 
connection, affair, point, time,  

conjuncture; (v) joining. 
linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 

stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, saunter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, end, rush, 
depart, lead. 

morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 
crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite. 

neighbors: (n) neighbourhood. 
skilfully: (adv) skillfully, adroitly,  

cunningly, proficiently, deftly, 
adeptly, expertly, handily, artfully, 
goodly, ably. 

specked: (adj) speckled, flecked, 
stippled, dashed. 

squeamishness: (n) nausea, scruple, 
qualm, fastidiousness, nicety, 
daintiness, delicacy, deliciousness, 
elegance, fastidiosity, misgiving. 

unloving: (adj) loveless. 
wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 

worked up, formed. 
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"Make it go!" cried Dixey, with a most contemptuous expression, as if the 
very idea were impossible to be conceived.  "Not a bit of it! Why, her face--I've 
seen it, for I dug her garden for her one year--her face is enough to frighten the 
Old Nick himself, if he had ever so great a mind to trade with her.  People can't 
stand it, I tell you! She scowls dreadfully, reason or none, out of pure ugliness of 
temper."%

"Well, that's not so much matter," remarked the other man. "These sour-
tempered folks are mostly handy at business, and know pretty well what they 
are about.  But, as you say, I don't think she'll do much.  This business of keeping 
cent-shops is overdone, like all other kinds of trade, handicraft, and bodily labor.  
I know it, to my cost! My wife kept a cent-shop three months, and lost five 
dollars on her outlay." 

"Poor business!" responded Dixey, in a tone as if he were shaking his head,--
"poor business." 

For some reason or other, not very easy to analyze, there had hardly been so 
bitter a pang in all her previous misery about the matter as what thrilled 
Hepzibah's heart on overhearing the above conversation.  The testimony in 
regard to her scowl was frightfully important; it seemed to hold up her image 
wholly relieved from the false light of her self-partialities, and so hideous that 
she dared not look at it.  She was absurdly hurt, moreover, by the slight and idle 
effect that her setting up shop--an event of such breathless interest to herself--
appeared to have upon the public, of which these two men were the nearest 
representatives.  A glance; a passing word or two; a coarse laugh; and she was 
doubtless forgotten before they turned the corner.  They cared nothing for her 
dignity, and just as little for her degradation.  Then, also, the augury of ill-
success, uttered from the sure wisdom of experience, fell upon her half-dead 
hope like a clod into a grave.  The man's wife had already tried the same 
experiment, and failed! How could the born, lady the recluse of half a lifetime, 
utterly unpractised in the world, at sixty years of age,--how could she ever 
dream of succeeding, when the hard, vulgar, keen, busy, hackneyed New 
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augury: (n) omen, sign, portent, 
warning, prognostic, indication, 
hunch, signal, foreboding, forecast, 
forerunner. 

clod: (adj, n) lump; (n) oaf, glebe, ball, 
clay, yokel, gawk, agglomeration, 
lout, clump; (adj) block. ANTONYM: 
(n) intellect. 

conceived: (adj) formed. 
dollars: (n) bread. 
frightfully: (adv) awfully, ghastly, 

dreadfully, fearfully, hideously,  

terribly, gruesomely, terrifically, 
atrociously, horrendously, awful. 

hackneyed: (adj) banal, trite, common, 
stock, corny, conventional, stale, 
threadbare, tired, platitudinous, 
unoriginal. ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, 
novel, imaginative, exceptional. 

handicraft: (n) craft, handcraft, 
handiwork, mystery, occupation, 
handwork, trade, art, profession, 
artifice, job. 

overdone: (adj) exaggerated,  

overstated, overcooked, excessive, 
immoderate, extravagant, fulsome, 
overdo, undue, overwrought, 
profuse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, tender. 

overhearing: (n) silent listening. 
scowl: (n, v) glare, grimace, roar, 

sneer; (v) glower, pout, lower, sulk; 
(adj) black looks, mumps; (n) growl. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) grin. 

unpractised: (adj) inexperienced, raw, 
green, fresh, unskilled. 
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England woman had lost five dollars on her little outlay! Success presented itself 
as an impossibility, and the hope of it as a wild hallucination.%

Some malevolent spirit, doing his utmost to drive Hepzibah mad, unrolled 
before her imagination a kind of panorama, representing the great thoroughfare 
of a city all astir with customers.  So many and so magnificent shops as there 
were! Groceries, toy-shops, drygoods stores, with their immense panes of plate-
glass, their gorgeous fixtures, their vast and complete assortments of 
merchandise, in which fortunes had been invested; and those noble mirrors at 
the farther end of each establishment, doubling all this wealth by a brightly 
burnished vista of unrealities! On one side of the street this splendid bazaar, 
with a multitude of perfumed and glossy salesmen, smirking, smiling, bowing, 
and measuring out the goods.  On the other, the dusky old House of the Seven 
Gables, with the antiquated shop-window under its projecting story, and 
Hepzibah herself, in a gown of rusty black silk, behind the counter, scowling at 
the world as it went by! This mighty contrast thrust itself forward as a fair 
expression of the odds against which she was to begin her struggle for a 
subsistence.  Success? Preposterous! She would never think of it again! The house 
might just as well be buried in an eternal fog while all other houses had the 
sunshine on them; for not a foot would ever cross the threshold, nor a hand so 
much as try the door! 

But, at this instant, the shop-bell, right over her head, tinkled as if it were 
bewitched.  The old gentlewoman's heart seemed to be attached to the same steel 
spring, for it went through a series of sharp jerks, in unison with the sound.  The 
door was thrust open, although no human form was perceptible on the other side 
of the half-window.  Hepzibah, nevertheless, stood at a gaze, with her hands 
clasped, looking very much as if she had summoned up an evil spirit, and were 
afraid, yet resolved, to hazard the encounter. 

"Heaven help me!" she groaned mentally.  "Now is my hour of need!" 
The door, which moved with difficulty on its creaking and rusty hinges, 

being forced quite open, a square and sturdy little urchin became apparent, with 
cheeks as red as an apple.  He was clad rather shabbily (but, as it seemed, more 
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antiquated: (adj) old, aged, 
antediluvian, archaic, obsolete, 
musty, old-fashioned, outdated, 
dowdy, outmoded, antique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
contemporary, fresh, modernistic, 
recent, current. 

astir: (adj) agog, lively, wakeful; (adv) 
afoot, abroach, about; (v) sparkling, 
up the qui vive, wrought up. 
ANTONYM: (adj) asleep. 

bewitched: (adj) enchanted, fascinated,

infatuated, magical, ensorcelled, 
doomed, captive, rapt, enamored, 
obsessed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disgusted. 

burnished: (adj) polished, bright, 
shiny, lustrous, shimmering, sparkly, 
glittery, shining; (adj, v) sunny; (v) 
meridian, orient. 

drygoods: (n) haberdashery, soft 
goods. 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, 

dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, 
clear. 

perfumed: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 
odorous, scented, sweet, honeyed, 
mellifluous, angelic, angelical, fresh, 
gratifying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
odorless. 

smirking: (adj) smirky. 
urchin: (n) brat, imp, elf, ragamuffin, 

pixy, rogue, bairn, scamp, fairy; (adj, 
n) chit, dwarf. 
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owing to his mother's carelessness than his father's poverty), in a blue apron, 
very wide and short trousers, shoes somewhat out at the toes, and a chip hat, 
with the frizzles of his curly hair sticking through its crevices.  A book and a 
small slate, under his arm, indicated that he was on his way to school.  He stared 
at Hepzibah a moment, as an elder customer than himself would have been 
likely enough to do, not knowing what to make of the tragic attitude and queer 
scowl wherewith she regarded him.%

"Well, child," said she, taking heart at sight of a personage so little 
formidable,--"well, my child, what did you wish for?" 

"That Jim Crow there in the window," answered the urchin, holding out a 
cent, and pointing to the gingerbread figure that had attracted his notice, as he 
loitered along to school; "the one that has not a broken foot." 

So Hepzibah put forth her lank arm, and, taking the effigy from the shop-
window, delivered it to her first customer. 

"No matter for the money," said she, giving him a little push towards the 
door; for her old gentility was contumaciously squeamish at sight of the copper 
coin, and, besides, it seemed such pitiful meanness to take the child's pocket-
money in exchange for a bit of stale gingerbread.  "No matter for the cent.  You 
are welcome to Jim Crow." 

The child, staring with round eyes at this instance of liberality, wholly 
unprecedented in his large experience of cent-shops, took the man of 
gingerbread, and quitted the premises.  No sooner had he reached the sidewalk 
(little cannibal that he was!) than Jim Crow's head was in his mouth.  As he had 
not been careful to shut the door, Hepzibah was at the pains of closing it after 
him, with a pettish ejaculation or two about the troublesomeness of young 
people, and particularly of small boys.  She had just placed another 
representative of the renowned Jim Crow at the window, when again the shop-
bell tinkled clamorously, and again the door being thrust open, with its 
characteristic jerk and jar, disclosed the same sturdy little urchin who, precisely 
two minutes ago, had made his exit.  The crumbs and discoloration of the 
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cannibal: (n) savage, barbarian, 
anthropophagus, brute; (adj) 
anthropophagous, carnivorous. 

clamorously: (adv) noisily, loudly, 
obstreperously, vociferously, 
blatantly, importunately, urgently, 
uproariously, raucously, turbulently, 
tumultuously. 

contumaciously: (adv) rebelliously, 
stubbornly, refractorily, obdurately, 
perversely, obstinately, 
insubordinately, disobediently,  

mutinously, headstrongly, 
unyieldingly. 

discoloration: (n) blot, blemish, blotch, 
spot, decoloration, discolouration, 
fading, mark, splotch, scar, bruise. 

indicated: (adj) numbered. 
liberality: (n, v) charity, almsgiving; 

(adj, n) bounty; (n) largess, 
munificence, benevolence, 
beneficence, generousness, tolerance; 
(adj) largesse, gift. ANTONYM: (n) 
illiberality. 

pettish: (adj) peevish, irritable, cross, 
nettlesome, cranky, huffy, touchy, 
fretful, techy, petulant, tetchy. 

squeamish: (adj) fastidious, finicky, 
delicate, queasy, dainty, prudish, 
prissy, finical, difficult, touchy, 
overnice. 

troublesomeness: (n) inconvenience, 
difficultness, incommodiousness, flea 
bite, nuisance value, fly in the 
ointment, difficulty, 
cumbersomeness, worriment. 
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cannibal feast, as yet hardly consummated, were exceedingly visible about his 
mouth.%

"What is it now, child?" asked the maiden lady rather impatiently; "did you 
Come back to shut the door?" 

"No," answered the urchin, pointing to the figure that had just been put up; "I 
want that other Jim.  Crow" 

"Well, here it is for you," said Hepzibah, reaching it down; but recognizing 
that this pertinacious customer would not quit her On any other terms, so long 
as she had a gingerbread figure in her shop, she partly drew back her extended 
hand, "Where is the cent?" 

The little boy had the cent ready, but, like a true-born Yankee, would have 
preferred the better bargain to the worse.  Looking somewhat chagrined, he put 
the coin into Hepzibah's hand, and departed, sending the second Jim Crow in 
quest of the former one. The new shop-keeper dropped the first solid result of 
her commercial enterprise into the till.  It was done! The sordid stain of that 
copper coin could never be washed away from her palm.  The little schoolboy, 
aided by the impish figure of the negro dancer, had wrought an irreparable ruin.  
The structure of ancient aristocracy had been demolished by him, even as if his 
childish gripe had torn down the seven-gabled mansion.  Now let Hepzibah turn 
the old Pyncheon portraits with their faces to the wall, and take the map of her 
Eastern territory to kindle the kitchen fire, and blow up the flame with the 
empty breath of her ancestral traditions! What had she to do with ancestry? 
Nothing; no more than with posterity! No lady, now, but simply Hepzibah 
Pyncheon, a forlorn old maid, and keeper of a cent-shop! 

Nevertheless, even while she paraded these ideas somewhat ostentatiously 
through her mind, it is altogether surprising what a calmness had come over her.  
The anxiety and misgivings which had tormented her, whether asleep or in 
melancholy day-dreams, ever since her project began to take an aspect of 
solidity, had now vanished quite away.  She felt the novelty of her position, 
indeed, but no longer with disturbance or affright.  Now and then, there came a 
thrill of almost youthful enjoyment.  It was the invigorating breath of a fresh 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affright: (v) frighten, scare, horrify, 
startle, terrorize, terrify, intimidate; 
(n) dread, alarm, fear; (n, v) fright. 

aided: (adj) power, favored. 
cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; (n) 

subunit, rupee, red cent, centime. 
chagrined: (adj) ashamed, mortified, 

hurt, annoyed, vexed, afflicted, 
displeased, discomposed, sorry; (v) 
horrified, cut up. 

impish: (adj) playful, wicked, naughty, 
elfish, puckish, prankish, bad, badly  

behaved, sly, frolicsome, kittenish. 
ANTONYM: (adj) good. 

invigorating: (adj) exhilarating, fresh, 
tonic, brisk, healthy, wholesome, 
cordial, benign, curative, crisp, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soporific, soothing, relaxing, tiring, 
dull, debilitating, deadly. 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, excite, 
arouse, burn, flame, awaken, incite, 
enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 

calm, extinguish, quench, stifle. 
ostentatiously: (adv) pretentiously, 

pompously, flamboyantly, gaudily, 
haughtily, flashily, arrogantly, 
extravagantly, loudly, conspicuously, 
grandiosely. ANTONYM: (adv) 
humbly. 

pertinacious: (adj) obstinate, dogged, 
stubborn, obdurate, dour, tenacious, 
unyielding, headstrong, restive, stiff, 
pigheaded. ANTONYM: (adj) 
agreeable. 
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outward atmosphere, after the long torpor and monotonous seclusion of her life.  
So wholesome is effort! So miraculous the strength that we do not know of! The 
healthiest glow that Hepzibah had known for years had come now in the 
dreaded crisis, when, for the first time, she had put forth her hand to help 
herself.  The little circlet of the schoolboy's copper coin--dim and lustreless 
though it was, with the small services which it had been doing here and there 
about the world --had proved a talisman, fragrant with good, and deserving to 
be set in gold and worn next her heart.  It was as potent, and perhaps endowed 
with the same kind of efficacy, as a galvanic ring! Hepzibah, at all events, was 
indebted to its subtile operation both in body and spirit; so much the more, as it 
inspired her with energy to get some breakfast, at which, still the better to keep 
up her courage, she allowed herself an extra spoonful in her infusion of black 
tea.%

Her introductory day of shop-keeping did not run on, however, without 
many and serious interruptions of this mood of cheerful vigor.  As a general rule, 
Providence seldom vouchsafes to mortals any more than just that degree of 
encouragement which suffices to keep them at a reasonably full exertion of their 
powers.  In the case of our old gentlewoman, after the excitement of new effort 
had subsided, the despondency of her whole life threatened, ever and anon, to 
return.  It was like the heavy mass of clouds which we may often see obscuring 
the sky, and making a gray twilight everywhere, until, towards nightfall, it yields 
temporarily to a glimpse of sunshine.  But, always, the envious cloud strives to 
gather again across the streak of celestial azure. 

Customers came in, as the forenoon advanced, but rather slowly; in some 
cases, too, it must be owned, with little satisfaction either to themselves or Miss 
Hepzibah; nor, on the whole, with an aggregate of very rich emolument to the 
till.  A little girl, sent by her mother to match a skein of cotton thread, of a 
peculiar hue, took one that the near-sighted old lady pronounced extremely like, 
but soon came running back, with a blunt and cross message, that it would not 
do, and, besides, was very rotten! Then, there was a pale, care-wrinkled woman, 
not old but haggard, and already with streaks of gray among her hair, like silver 
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anon: (adv) directly, immediately, 
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath. 

azure: (adj, n) cerulean, blue; (n) 
sapphire, blueness, indigo, lazuline, 
heaven; (adj) chromatic, bright blue, 
azurn, azureous. 

circlet: (n) bracelet, crown, tiara, 
armlet, ring, annulet, roundlet, 
round, wristlet, wreath, hoop. 

despondency: (n) despair, 
desperation, dejection, despondence, 

melancholy, gloom, sadness, 
hopelessness, desolation, anguish, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
hopefulness, cheerfulness, joy, 
resilience, delight, cheer. 

emolument: (n) income, fee, stipend, 
pay, recompense, payment, benefit, 
produce, advantage, wage, salary. 

forenoon: (n) morning, morn, am, 
period, daybreak, break of the day, 
morning time, first light, dayspring, 
a, cockcrow. 

lustreless: (adj) dull, lackluster, 
lacklustre, dim, mat, matt, duller, flat. 

skein: (n, v) mesh; (n) tangle, flock, 
maze, covey, snarl, bevy, tuft; (v) net, 
plexus, sleeve. 

streaks: (n) stripes, cords. 
torpor: (n) lethargy, lassitude, stupor, 

languor, indolence, sluggishness, 
listlessness, torpidity, torpidness; 
(adj, n) inactivity, inertia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, vigor, 
activity. 
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ribbons; one of those women, naturally delicate, whom you at once recognize as 
worn to death by a brute--probably a drunken brute--of a husband, and at least 
nine children.  She wanted a few pounds of flour, and offered the money, which 
the decayed gentlewoman silently rejected, and gave the poor soul better 
measure than if she had taken it.  Shortly afterwards, a man in a blue cotton 
frock, much soiled, came in and bought a pipe, filling the whole shop, 
meanwhile, with the hot odor of strong drink, not only exhaled in the torrid 
atmosphere of his breath, but oozing out of his entire system, like an 
inflammable gas.  It was impressed on Hepzibah's mind that this was the 
husband of the care-wrinkled woman.  He asked for a paper of tobacco; and as 
she had neglected to provide herself with the article, her brutal customer dashed 
down his newly-bought pipe and left the shop, muttering some unintelligible 
words, which had the tone and bitterness of a curse.  Hereupon Hepzibah threw 
up her eyes, unintentionally scowling in the face of Providence! 

No less than five persons, during the forenoon, inquired for ginger-beer, or 
root-beer, or any drink of a similar brewage, and, obtaining nothing of the kind, 
went off in an exceedingly bad humor.  Three of them left the door open, and the 
other two pulled it so spitefully in going out that the little bell played the very 
deuce with Hepzibah's nerves.  A round, bustling, fire-ruddy housewife of the 
neighborhood burst breathless into the shop, fiercely demanding yeast; and 
when the poor gentlewoman, with her cold shyness of manner, gave her hot 
customer to understand that she did not keep the article, this very capable 
housewife took upon herself to administer a regular rebuke.%

"A cent-shop, and No yeast!" quoth she; "that will never do! Who ever heard 
of such a thing? Your loaf will never rise, no more than mine will to-day.  You 
had better shut up shop at once." 

"Well," said Hepzibah, heaving a deep sigh, "perhaps I had!" 
Several times, moreover, besides the above instance, her lady-like sensibilities 

were seriously infringed upon by the familiar, if not rude, tone with which 
people addressed her.  They evidently considered themselves not merely her 
equals, but her patrons and superiors.  Now, Hepzibah had unconsciously 
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bought: (n) crook, hook. 
brewage: (n) ale, beer, intoxicant, 

inebriant, drink, alcohol, mead, suds, 
alcoholic beverage. 

deuce: (n) devil, couple, two, dyad, 
demon, duo, duet, Twain, Dickens, 
brace, craps. 

humor: (n, v) caprice, freak, humour; 
(n) temper, mood, disposition, wit; 
(v) indulge, gratify; (adj, n) spirit, 
frame of mind. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, gravity, solemnity; (v)  

displease. 
inflammable: (adj) combustible, 

burnable, ignitable, quick-tempered, 
incendiary, fiery, fractious, choleric, 
excitable, ignitible, peevish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nonflammable, 
fireproof. 

odor: (n) aroma, scent, odour, 
bouquet, flavour, perfume, flavor, 
savor, stink; (n, v) smell, stench. 

quoth: (v) quod. 
spitefully: (adv) maliciously,  

malevolently, resentfully, 
vindictively, viciously, venomously, 
malignantly, meanly, nastily, 
rancorously, hatefully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) kindly, friendly, harmoniously, 
genially, mercifully, benevolently, 
compassionately, innocently. 

torrid: (adj) hot, burning, sultry, 
impassioned, fervent, perfervid, 
fervid, fiery, ardent, sweltering, 
passionate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
freezing, cold, cool, frigid, arctic. 
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flattered herself with the idea that there would be a gleam or halo, of some kind 
or other, about her person, which would insure an obeisance to her sterling 
gentility, or, at least, a tacit recognition of it. On the other hand, nothing tortured 
her more intolerably than when this recognition was too prominently expressed.  
To one or two rather officious offers of sympathy, her responses were little short 
of acrimonious; and, we regret to say, Hepzibah was thrown into a positively 
unchristian state of mind by the suspicion that one of her customers was drawn 
to the shop, not by any real need of the article which she pretended to seek, but 
by a wicked wish to stare at her.  The vulgar creature was determined to see for 
herself what sort of a figure a mildewed piece of aristocracy, after wasting all the 
bloom and much of the decline of her life apart from the world, would cut 
behind a counter.  In this particular case, however mechanical and innocuous it 
might be at other times, Hepzibah's contortion of brow served her in good 
stead.%

"I never was so frightened in my life!" said the curious customer, in 
describing the incident to one of her acquaintances.  "She's a real old vixen, take 
my word of it! She says little, to be sure; but if you could only see the mischief in 
her eye!" 

On the whole, therefore, her new experience led our decayed gentlewoman to 
very disagreeable conclusions as to the temper and manners of what she termed 
the lower classes, whom heretofore she had looked down upon with a gentle and 
pitying complaisance, as herself occupying a sphere of unquestionable 
superiority.  But, unfortunately, she had likewise to struggle against a bitter 
emotion of a directly opposite kind:  a sentiment of virulence, we mean, towards 
the idle aristocracy to which it had so recently been her pride to belong.  When a 
lady, in a delicate and costly summer garb, with a floating veil and gracefully 
swaying gown, and, altogether, an ethereal lightness that made you look at her 
beautifully slippered feet, to see whether she trod on the dust or floated in the 
air,--when such a vision happened to pass through this retired street, leaving it 
tenderly and delusively fragrant with her passage, as if a bouquet of tea-roses 
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complaisance: (adj, n) affability, 
civility; (n) courtesy, deference, 
respect, compliancy, agreeableness, 
submission, amenity, politeness; (adj) 
gallantry. 

delusively: (adv) falsely, misleadingly, 
deceptively, illusively, fallaciously, 
deceivingly, illusorily, beguilingly, 
fantastically, fantasticly, imaginarily.

intolerably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unbearably, insufferably, 
unendurably, insupportably,  

unfeasibly, impossibly, horribly, 
unpardonably, inexcusably, 
unforgivably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
tolerably, excusably, bearably, 
acceptably, pleasantly, 
understandably. 

mildewed: (v) moldy, rusty, seedy, 
spotted, decayed; (adj, v) fusty; (adj) 
trite. 

obeisance: (n) homage, curtsy, 
deference, bowing, reverence, 
obedience, respect, courtesy; (v)  

genuflexion, kowtow, genuflection. 
pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 

pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
dreary. 

slippered: (adj) shod. 
unchristian: (adj) uncharitable, 

christless, pagan, remorseless, 
unchristianly, antichristian. 

vixen: (adj, n) shrew; (n) virago, 
termagant, fury, harpy, hag, fox, 
reynard, hellcat, hart, harpy eagle. 
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had been borne along, --then again, it is to be feared, old Hepzibah's scowl could 
no longer vindicate itself entirely on the plea of near-sightedness.%

"For what end," thought she, giving vent to that feeling of hostility which is 
the only real abasement of the poor in presence of the rich,--"for what good end, 
in the wisdom of Providence, does that woman live?  Must the whole world toil, 
that the palms of her hands may be kept white and delicate?" 

Then, ashamed and penitent, she hid her face. 
"May God forgive me!" said she. 
Doubtless, God did forgive her.  But, taking the inward and outward history 

of the first half-day into consideration, Hepzibah began to fear that the shop 
would prove her ruin in a moral and religious point of view, without 
contributing very essentially towards even her temporal welfare. 
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abasement: (n) humiliation, abjection, 
depression, degeneration, fall, 
deterioration, disgrace, degeneracy, 
abjectness, dejection, sinking. 

inward: (adj) inner, intrinsic, internal, 
interior, intestine, inherent, domestic; 
(adv) inwardly, inwards, in; (n) 
innards. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
outward; (adj) outgoing, external. 

outward: (adj) external, apparent, 
extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, 
outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; 

(adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep. 

penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful. 

temporal: (adj) secular, earthly, 
profane, lay, carnal, mortal, fleeting, 
temporary, transient, impermanent, 
mundane. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

spiritual, otherworldly, mental, 
permanent, perpetual, lasting. 

vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress. 

vindicate: (adj, v) absolve, clear, 
exonerate, exculpate; (v) excuse, 
acquit, defend, maintain, uphold, 
assert, rationalize. ANTONYMS: (v) 
punish, blame, accuse, condemn. 
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CHAPTER  % IV   

 
A  DAY  BEHI N D  TH E  COUNTER  

 
 

TOWARDS noon, Hepzibah saw an elderly gentleman, large and portly, and 
of remarkably dignified demeanor, passing slowly along on the opposite side of 
the white and dusty street.  On coming within the shadow of the Pyncheon Elm, 
he stopt, and (taking off his hat, meanwhile, to wipe the perspiration from his 
brow) seemed to scrutinize, with especial interest, the dilapidated and rusty-
visaged House of the Seven Gables.  He himself, in a very different style, was as 
well worth looking at as the house. No better model need be sought, nor could 
have been found, of a very high order of respectability, which, by some 
indescribable magic, not merely expressed itself in his looks and gestures, but 
even governed the fashion of his garments, and rendered them all proper and 
essential to the man.  Without appearing to differ, in any tangible way, from 
other people's clothes, there was yet a wide and rich gravity about them that 
must have been a characteristic of the wearer, since it could not be defined as 
pertaining either to the cut or material.  His gold-headed cane, too,--a 
serviceable staff, of dark polished wood,--had similar traits, and, had it chosen to 
take a walk by itself, would have been recognized anywhere as a tolerably 
adequate representative of its master.  This character --which showed itself so 
strikingly in everything about him, and the effect of which we seek to convey to 
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indescribable: (adj) indefinable, 
ineffable, unutterable, vague, beyond 
expression, nameless, inexpressible, 
nondescript, terrible, intangible, 
termless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
explainable, conceivable, concrete. 

pertaining: (adj) relative, concerning, 
belonging, apposite, material, not 
absolute. 

portly: (adj) plump, stout, corpulent, 
heavy, obese, chubby, fleshy, 
overweight; (adj, adv) burly, stately;  

(adv) plumply. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) thin, slim; (adj) skinny. 

scrutinize: (v) inspect, examine, 
review, consider, audit, investigate, 
explore, search, analyze, check; (adj, 
v) scan. ANTONYM: (v) ignore. 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, efficient, 
operative, practicable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) impractical, unusable, 
unserviceable, useless, flimsy,  

worthless. 
tolerably: (adv) well enough, passably, 

acceptably, reasonably, enough, 
moderately, to a tolerable degree, 
pretty, to an adequate degree; (adj, 
adv) somewhat; (adj) pretty well. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unbearably, 
intolerably, unacceptably, 
unreasonably, insufficiently, 
inadequately. 

wearer: (n) enjoyer. 
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the reader--went no deeper than his station, habits of life, and external 
circumstances.   One perceived him to be a personage of marked influence and 
authority; and, especially, you could feel just as certain that he was opulent as if 
he had exhibited his bank account, or as if you had seen him touching the twigs 
of the Pyncheon Elm, and, Midas-like, transmuting them to gold.%

In his youth, he had probably been considered a handsome man; at his 
present age, his brow was too heavy, his temples too bare, his remaining hair too 
gray, his eye too cold, his lips too closely compressed, to bear any relation to 
mere personal beauty.  He would have made a good and massive portrait; better 
now, perhaps, than at any previous period of his life, although his look might 
grow positively harsh in the process of being fixed upon the canvas.  The artist 
would have found it desirable to study his face, and prove its capacity for varied 
expression; to darken it with a frown, --to kindle it up with a smile. 

While the elderly gentleman stood looking at the Pyncheon House, both the 
frown and the smile passed successively over his countenance. His eye rested on 
the shop-window, and putting up a pair of gold-bowed spectacles, which he held 
in his hand, he minutely surveyed Hepzibah's little arrangement of toys and 
commodities.  At first it seemed not to please him,--nay, to cause him exceeding 
displeasure,--and yet, the very next moment, he smiled.  While the latter 
expression was yet on his lips, he caught a glimpse of Hepzibah, who had 
involuntarily bent forward to the window; and then the smile changed from 
acrid and disagreeable to the sunniest complacency and benevolence.  He 
bowed, with a happy mixture of dignity and courteous kindliness, and pursued 
his way. 

"There he is!" said Hepzibah to herself, gulping down a very bitter emotion, 
and, since she could not rid herself of it, trying to drive it back into her heart.  
"What does he think of it, I wonder? Does it please him? Ah! he is looking back!" 

The gentleman had paused in the street, and turned himself half about, still 
with his eyes fixed on the shop-window.  In fact, he wheeled wholly round, and 
commenced a step or two, as if designing to enter the shop; but, as it chanced, his 
purpose was anticipated by Hepzibah's first customer, the little cannibal of Jim 
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acrid: (adj, v) pungent; (adj) bitter, 
acerbic, caustic, sour, sharp, acerb, 
corrosive, hot, harsh, tart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, savory, 
palatable, nice, flattering, delicious, 
kind, complimentary, amicable. 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 
kindliness, generosity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) malevolence, meanness, cruelty, 
misanthropy, wickedness, nastiness, 

malice. 
darken: (v) blur, blind, confuse, dim, 

shade, overcast, fog, overshadow; 
(adj, v) obscure; (n, v) conceal, 
shadow. ANTONYMS: (v) illuminate, 
whiten, lighten, clarify, disclose. 

gulping: (n) draught, swilling, 
guzzling, drinking, draft; (adj) 
breathless, greedy. 

minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, insignificantly, 
infinitesimally, diminutively, nicely, 

exactly, microscopically. 
opulent: (adj) rich, affluent, luxurious, 

lush, deluxe, wealthy, sumptuous, 
copious, lavish, generous, costly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, shabby, 
Spartan, stark, humble, unadorned, 
impoverished. 

successively: (adv) in turn, one after 
the other, in succession, sequentially, 
serially, running, in order, gradually, 
subsequently, repeatedly, one after 
another. 
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Crow, who, staring up at the window, was irresistibly attracted by an elephant of 
gingerbread.  What a grand appetite had this small urchin! --Two Jim Crows 
immediately after breakfast!--and now an elephant, as a preliminary whet before 
dinner.  By the time this latter purchase was completed, the elderly gentleman 
had resumed his way, and turned the street corner.%

"Take it as you like, Cousin Jaffrey."  muttered the maiden lady, as she drew 
back, after cautiously thrusting out her head, and looking up and down the 
street,--"Take it as you like! You have seen my little shop--window.  Well!--what 
have you to say?--is not the Pyncheon House my own, while I'm alive?" 

After this incident, Hepzibah retreated to the back parlor, where she at first 
caught up a half-finished stocking, and began knitting at it with nervous and 
irregular jerks; but quickly finding herself at odds with the stitches, she threw it 
aside, and walked hurriedly about the room.  At length she paused before the 
portrait of the stern old Puritan, her ancestor, and the founder of the house.  In 
one sense, this picture had almost faded into the canvas, and hidden itself behind 
the duskiness of age; in another, she could not but fancy that it had been 
growing more prominent and strikingly expressive, ever since her earliest 
familiarity with it as a child.  For, while the physical outline and substance were 
darkening away from the beholder's eye, the bold, hard, and, at the same time, 
indirect character of the man seemed to be brought out in a kind of spiritual 
relief.  Such an effect may occasionally be observed in pictures of antique date.  
They acquire a look which an artist (if he have anything like the complacency of 
artists nowadays) would never dream of presenting to a patron as his own 
characteristic expression, but which, nevertheless, we at once recognize as 
reflecting the unlovely truth of a human soul.  In such cases, the painter's deep 
conception of his subject's inward traits has wrought itself into the essence of the 
picture, and is seen after the superficial coloring has been rubbed off by time. 

While gazing at the portrait, Hepzibah trembled under its eye. Her hereditary 
reverence made her afraid to judge the character of the original so harshly as a 
perception of the truth compelled her to do.  But still she gazed, because the face 
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darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 
causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse. 

duskiness: (n) dimness, gloom, 
swarthiness, dark, semidarkness, 
murkiness, gloominess, obscurity, 
evening; (adj) fresco, coolness. 

maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; (adj) 
first, initiatory, unmarried. 

retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people. 
reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear,  

worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor. 

stocking: (n) hosiery, boothose, trunk 
hose, supplying, stocking level, 
tights, silk stocking, nylons, nylon 
stocking, rayon stocking; (adj) 
stockinged. 

thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke,  

jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana. 

unlovely: (adj) unpleasant, unsightly, 
plain, inelegant, tasteless, 
unbecoming; (adj, adv) uncomely, 
unseemly; (adv) unpleasantly, 
unpicturesquely, plainly. 

whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, fillip, 
stimulus; (adj) point. ANTONYMS: 
(v) blunt, dishearten, dull, dampen, 
quench. 
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of the picture enabled her--at least, she fancied so--to read more accurately, and 
to a greater depth, the face which she had just seen in the street. 

"This is the very man!" murmured she to herself.  "Let Jaffrey Pyncheon smile 
as he will, there is that look beneath! Put on him a skull-cap, and a band, and a 
black cloak, and a Bible in one hand and a sword in the other,--then let Jaffrey 
smile as he might,--nobody would doubt that it was the old Pyncheon come 
again.  He has proved himself the very man to build up a new house! Perhaps, 
too, to draw down a new curse!" 

Thus did Hepzibah bewilder herself with these fantasies of the old time.  She 
had dwelt too much alone,--too long in the Pyncheon House, --until her very 
brain was impregnated with the dry-rot of its timbers. She needed a walk along 
the noonday street to keep her sane.%

By the spell of contrast, another portrait rose up before her, painted with 
more daring flattery than any artist would have ventured upon, but yet so 
delicately touched that the likeness remained perfect.  Malbone's miniature, 
though from the same original, was far inferior to Hepzibah's air-drawn picture, 
at which affection and sorrowful remembrance wrought together.  Soft, mildly, 
and cheerfully contemplative, with full, red lips, just on the verge of a smile, 
which the eyes seemed to herald by a gentle kindling-up of their orbs! Feminine 
traits, moulded inseparably with those of the other sex! The miniature, likewise, 
had this last peculiarity; so that you inevitably thought of the original as 
resembling his mother, and she a lovely and lovable woman, with perhaps some 
beautiful infirmity of character, that made it all the pleasanter to know and 
easier to love her. 

"Yes," thought Hepzibah, with grief of which it was only the more tolerable 
portion that welled up from her heart to her eyelids, "they persecuted his mother 
in him! He never was a Pyncheon!" 

But here the shop-bell rang; it was like a sound from a remote distance,--so 
far had Hepzibah descended into the sepulchral depths of her reminiscences.  
On entering the shop, she found an old man there, a humble resident of 
Pyncheon Street, and whom, for a great many years past, she had suffered to be a 
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bewilder: (v) astound, amaze, puzzle, 
bemuse, baffle, nonplus, befuddle, 
stump; (adj, v) perplex, confound, 
stun. ANTONYMS: (v) explain, 
enlighten, inform, sharpen. 

descended: (v) extraught. 
impregnated: (adj) fertilised, fertilized, 

full, saturated, made pregnant, sated, 
fertile, adequate, copious, 
inseminated, ample. 

infirmity: (adj, n) frailty, foible, 
imbecility; (n) feebleness, impotence, 

disability, decrepitude, illness, 
sickness, disease, weakness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) health, wellness, 
strength. 

inseparably: (adv) incommunicably, 
jointly, inseparately, inherently, 
indissolubly, by inherence, as 
individuals, individually. 

lovable: (adj) delightful, charming, 
likable, engaging, sweet, taking, 
adorable, friendly, kindly, delectable, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) horrible,  

unappealing, unlovable, detestable, 
despicable. 

rang: (n) rung. 
sepulchral: (adj, v) hollow, hoarse; (v) 

mortuary, harsh, rough, horrisonous, 
grum; (adj) ghastly, raucous, husky; 
(n) funeral. 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 
sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful. 
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kind of familiar of the house.  He was an immemorial personage, who seemed 
always to have had a white head and wrinkles, and never to have possessed but 
a single tooth, and that a half-decayed one, in the front of the upper jaw.  Well 
advanced as Hepzibah was, she could not remember when Uncle Venner, as the 
neighborhood called him, had not gone up and down the street, stooping a little 
and drawing his feet heavily over the gravel or pavement.  But still there was 
something tough and vigorous about him, that not only kept him in daily breath, 
but enabled him to fill a place which would else have been vacant in the 
apparently crowded world.  To go of errands with his slow and shuffling gait, 
which made you doubt how he ever was to arrive anywhere; to saw a small 
household's foot or two of firewood, or knock to pieces an old barrel, or split up 
a pine board for kindling-stuff; in summer, to dig the few yards of garden 
ground appertaining to a low-rented tenement, and share the produce of his 
labor at the halves; in winter, to shovel away the snow from the sidewalk, or 
open paths to the woodshed, or along the clothes-line; such were some of the 
essential offices which Uncle Venner performed among at least a score of 
families. Within that circle, he claimed the same sort of privilege, and probably 
felt as much warmth of interest, as a clergyman does in the range of his 
parishioners.  Not that he laid claim to the tithe pig; but, as an analogous mode 
of reverence, he went his rounds, every morning, to gather up the crumbs of the 
table and overflowings of the dinner-pot, as food for a pig of his own.%

In his younger days--for, after all, there was a dim tradition that he had been, 
not young, but younger--Uncle Venner was commonly regarded as rather 
deficient, than otherwise, in his wits.  In truth he had virtually pleaded guilty to 
the charge, by scarcely aiming at such success as other men seek, and by taking 
only that humble and modest part in the intercourse of life which belongs to the 
alleged deficiency.  But now, in his extreme old age,--whether it were that his 
long and hard experience had actually brightened him, or that his decaying 
judgment rendered him less capable of fairly measuring himself,--the venerable 
man made pretensions to no little wisdom, and really enjoyed the credit of it.  
There was likewise, at times, a vein of something like poetry in him; it was the 
moss or wall-flower of his mind in its small dilapidation, and gave a charm to 
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appertaining: (adj) appertinent. 
decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 

rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 
decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) pristine.

dilapidation: (n) disrepair, 
devastation, desolation, 
deterioration, ruin, collapse, neglect, 
decrepitude, waste, destruction, 
impairment. 

errands: (n) everyday Jobs, farm 
duties. 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, carriage, 
movement, velocity. 

halves: (n) semi, share. 
labor: (n, v) toil, endeavor, drudgery, 

travail, struggle, confinement, 
childbirth, delivery, grind; (n) effort, 
exertion. ANTONYMS: (n, v) rest; (v) 
relax, ignore; (n) management, 
leisure, death, relaxation. 

shovel: (v) dig, rake, broom, delve, 
mop; (n) excavator, digger, shovelful, 

dipper, power shovel, poker. 
stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 

asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
corrupt; (n) patronage. 

tenement: (n) dwelling, apartment, 
flat, apartment building, habitation, 
abode, stateroom, tablinum, 
residence, toft, domicile. 

tithe: (adj, n) tenth; (n) gavel, excise, 
custom, assessment, octroi, 
benevolence, tithing, disme; (n, v) tax; 
(adj) decimal. 
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what might have been vulgar and commonplace in his earlier and middle life.  
Hepzibah had a regard for him, because his name was ancient in the town and 
had formerly been respectable.  It was a still better reason for awarding him a 
species of familiar reverence that Uncle Venner was himself the most ancient 
existence, whether of man or thing, in Pyncheon Street, except the House of the 
Seven Gables, and perhaps the elm that overshadowed it.%

This patriarch now presented himself before Hepzibah, clad in an old blue 
coat, which had a fashionable air, and must have accrued to him from the cast-off 
wardrobe of some dashing clerk.  As for his trousers, they were of tow-cloth, 
very short in the legs, and bagging down strangely in the rear, but yet having a 
suitableness to his figure which his other garment entirely lacked.  His hat had 
relation to no other part of his dress, and but very little to the head that wore it.  
Thus Uncle Venner was a miscellaneous old gentleman, partly himself, but, in 
good measure, somebody else; patched together, too, of different epochs; an 
epitome of times and fashions. 

"So, you have really begun trade," said he,--" really begun trade! Well, I'm 
glad to see it.  Young people should never live idle in the world, nor old ones 
neither, unless when the rheumatize gets hold of them.  It has given me warning 
already; and in two or three years longer, I shall think of putting aside business 
and retiring to my farm.  That's yonder,--the great brick house, you know,--the 
workhouse, most folks call it; but I mean to do my work first, and go there to be 
idle and enjoy myself.  And I'm glad to see you beginning to do your work, Miss 
Hepzibah!" 

"Thank you, Uncle Venner" said Hepzibah, smiling; for she always felt kindly 
towards the simple and talkative old man.  Had he been an old woman, she 
might probably have repelled the freedom, which she now took in good part.  "It 
is time for me to begin work, indeed! Or, to speak the truth, I have just begun 
when I ought to be giving it up." 

"Oh, never say that, Miss Hepzibah!" answered the old man.  "You are a 
young woman yet.  Why, I hardly thought myself younger than I am now, it 
seems so little while ago since I used to see you playing about the door of the old 
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accrued: (adj) increased. 
awarding: (n) award, bestowing, 

giving, grant, donation, employment, 
accolade, awarding of a contract. 

bagging: (n) burlap, gunny, sacking, 
gunny bag-ging, cloth, textile, fabric, 
material, sack, sackcloth, canvas. 

clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) undressed, 
unclothed. 

epitome: (n) abstract, type, resume, 
compendium, model, digest, ideal, 
conspectus, synopsis, recapitulation; 
(adj, n) brief. 

patched: (adj) mean, besmirched, old, 
damaged, ragged, flyblown. 

patriarch: (n) forefather, paterfamilias, 
father, head, chief, old man, 
antediluvian, head of household, 
elder, founder, senior. ANTONYM: 
(n) matriarch. 

suitableness: (n) fitness,  

appropriateness, convenience, 
consonance, navigability, pertinency, 
adaptableness, congruity, 
agreeableness; (adj, n) propriety; (n, 
v) agreement. 

talkative: (adj, v) loquacious; (adj) 
garrulous, chatty, gabby, verbose, 
gossipy, glib, communicative, 
voluble, talky, wordy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reserved, mute, silent, shy, quiet, 
uncommunicative, restrained, 
reticent. 
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house, quite a small child! Oftener, though, you used to be sitting at the 
threshold, and looking gravely into the street; for you had always a grave kind of 
way with you,--a grown-up air, when you were only the height of my knee.  It 
seems as if I saw you now; and your grandfather with his red cloak, and his 
white wig, and his cocked hat, and his cane, coming out of the house, and 
stepping so grandly up the street! Those old gentlemen that grew up before the 
Revolution used to put on grand airs.  In my young days, the great man of the 
town was commonly called King; and his wife, not Queen to be sure, but Lady.  
Nowadays, a man would not dare to be called King; and if he feels himself a little 
above common folks, he only stoops so much the lower to them.  I met your 
cousin, the Judge, ten minutes ago; and, in my old tow-cloth trousers, as you see, 
the Judge raised his hat to me, I do believe! At any rate, the Judge bowed and 
smiled!"%

"Yes," said Hepzibah, with something bitter stealing unawares into her tone; 
"my cousin Jaffrey is thought to have a very pleasant smile!" 

"And so he has" replied Uncle Venner.  "And that's rather remarkable in a 
Pyncheon; for, begging your pardon, Miss Hepzibah, they never had the name of 
being an easy and agreeable set of folks.  There was no getting close to them.  But 
Now, Miss Hepzibah, if an old man may be bold to ask, why don't Judge 
Pyncheon, with his great means, step forward, and tell his cousin to shut up her 
little shop at once? It's for your credit to be doing something, but it's not for the 
Judge's credit to let you!" 

"We won't talk of this, if you please, Uncle Venner," said Hepzibah coldly.  "I 
ought to say, however, that, if I choose to earn bread for myself, it is not Judge 
Pyncheon's fault.  Neither will he deserve the blame," added she more kindly, 
remembering Uncle Venner's privileges of age and humble familiarity, "if I 
should, by and by, find it convenient to retire with you to your farm." 

"And it's no bad place, either, that farm of mine!" cried the old man cheerily, 
as if there were something positively delightful in the prospect.  "No bad place is 
the great brick farm-house, especially for them that will find a good many old 
cronies there, as will be my case.  I quite long to be among them, sometimes, of 
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airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty. 

cheerily: (adv) merrily, pleasantly, 
cheerfully, joyfully, gaily, brightly, 
happily, mirthfully, jovially, sunnily, 
blithely. ANTONYMS: (adv) nastily, 
sulkily, seriously, miserably, sadly. 

cocked: (adj) erect, upright, vertical. 
cronies: (n) allies, associates, circle, 

partners, buddies. 
folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, 

household, house, relatives, relative, 
kindred, lineage, kin. 

grandly: (adv) splendidly, gorgeously, 
magnificently, regally, majestically, 
beautifully, stately, grandiosely, 
illustriously, superbly, greatly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) simply, humbly. 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly,  

severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, 
momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, slightly; 
(adj) soft. 

unawares: (adv) suddenly, pop, 
plump, abruptly, a l'improviste, 
unaware, all at once, unexpectedly, 
inadvertently; (adj) unwary, 
unsuspecting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared; (adv) knowingly, 
consciously. 
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the winter evenings; for it is but dull business for a lonesome elderly man, like 
me, to be nodding, by the hour together, with no company but his air-tight stove.   
Summer or winter, there's a great deal to be said in favor of my farm! And, take 
it in the autumn, what can be pleasanter than to spend a whole day on the sunny 
side of a barn or a wood-pile, chatting with somebody as old as one's self; or, 
perhaps, idling away the time with a natural-born simpleton, who knows how 
to be idle, because even our busy Yankees never have found out how to put him 
to any use? Upon my word, Miss Hepzibah, I doubt whether I've ever been so 
comfortable as I mean to be at my farm, which most folks call the workhouse.  
But you,--you're a young woman yet,--you never need go there! Something still 
better will turn up for you.  I'm sure of it!"%

Hepzibah fancied that there was something peculiar in her venerable friend's 
look and tone; insomuch, that she gazed into his face with considerable 
earnestness, endeavoring to discover what secret meaning, if any, might be 
lurking there.  Individuals whose affairs have reached an utterly desperate crisis 
almost invariably keep themselves alive with hopes, so much the more airily 
magnificent as they have the less of solid matter within their grasp whereof to 
mould any judicious and moderate expectation of good.  Thus, all the while 
Hepzibah was perfecting the scheme of her little shop, she had cherished an 
unacknowledged idea that some harlequin trick of fortune would intervene in 
her favor.  For example, an uncle--who had sailed for India fifty years before, and 
never been heard of since--might yet return, and adopt her to be the comfort of 
his very extreme and decrepit age, and adorn her with pearls, diamonds, and 
Oriental shawls and turbans, and make her the ultimate heiress of his 
unreckonable riches.  Or the member of Parliament, now at the head of the 
English branch of the family, --with which the elder stock, on this side of the 
Atlantic, had held little or no intercourse for the last two centuries,--this eminent 
gentleman might invite Hepzibah to quit the ruinous House of the Seven Gables, 
and come over to dwell with her kindred at Pyncheon Hall.  But, for reasons the 
most imperative, she could not yield to his request.  It was more probable, 
therefore, that the descendants of a Pyncheon who had emigrated to Virginia, in 
some past generation, and became a great planter there,--hearing of Hepzibah's 
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earnestness: (n) seriousness, sincerity, 
gravity, fervor, devotion, graveness, 
staidness, honesty; (adj, n) ardor, zeal, 
intentness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
slackness, lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy. 

endeavoring: (n) effort; (adj) aspiring. 
favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, 

support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) befriend, 
encourage, patronize. ANTONYMS: 

(v) hinder, contradict, dislike, hurt, 
differ, thwart, reject, demean; (n) 
derogation, disapproval, unkindness.

idling: (n) idleness, loafing, faineance, 
dalliance, idle motion, dolce far 
niente, idling speed; (v) to slide; (adj) 
trifling. 

lonesome: (adj) lone, desolate, forlorn, 
dreary, dismal, solitary, secluded, 
gloomy, unfrequented; (adj, n) 
isolated, alone. ANTONYM: (n) foe. 

pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery. 

perfecting: (n) development, 
reiteration. 

planter: (n) husbandman, grower, 
settler, flowerpot, plantation owner, 
sodbuster, colonist, cultivator, raiser, 
plantation, pot. ANTONYM: (n) 
native. 

simpleton: (n) fool, blockhead, dolt, 
dunce, numskull, ninny, 
nincompoop, booby, sap, dummy, 
dullard. 

unreckonable: (adj) immeasurable. 
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destitution, and impelled by the splendid generosity of character with which 
their Virginian mixture must have enriched the New England blood,--would 
send her a remittance of a thousand dollars, with a hint of repeating the favor 
annually.  Or,--and, surely, anything so undeniably just could not be beyond the 
limits of reasonable anticipation,--the great claim to the heritage of Waldo 
County might finally be decided in favor of the Pyncheons; so that, instead of 
keeping a cent-shop, Hepzibah would build a palace, and look down from its 
highest tower on hill, dale, forest, field, and town, as her own share of the 
ancestral territory.%

These were some of the fantasies which she had long dreamed about; and, 
aided by these, Uncle Venner's casual attempt at encouragement kindled a 
strange festal glory in the poor, bare, melancholy chambers of her brain, as if that 
inner world were suddenly lighted up with gas.  But either he knew nothing of 
her castles in the air,--as how should he? --or else her earnest scowl disturbed his 
recollection, as it might a more courageous man's.  Instead of pursuing any 
weightier topic, Uncle Venner was pleased to favor Hepzibah with some sage 
counsel in her shop-keeping capacity. 

"Give no credit!"--these were some of his golden maxims,--"Never take paper-
money.  Look well to your change! Ring the silver on the four-pound weight! 
Shove back all English half-pence and base copper tokens, such as are very 
plenty about town! At your leisure hours, knit children's woollen socks and 
mittens! Brew your own yeast, and make your own ginger-beer!" 

And while Hepzibah was doing her utmost to digest the hard little pellets of 
his already uttered wisdom, he gave vent to his final, and what he declared to be 
his all-important advice, as follows:-- 

"Put on a bright face for your customers, and smile pleasantly as you hand 
them what they ask for! A stale article, if you dip it in a good, warm, sunny 
smile, will go off better than a fresh one that you've scowled upon." 

To this last apothegm poor Hepzibah responded with a sigh so deep and 
heavy that it almost rustled Uncle Venner quite away, like a withered leaf,--as he 
was,--before an autumnal gale. Recovering himself, however, he bent forward, 
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ancestral: (adj) family, patrimonial, 
heritable, genetic, linear, patriarchal, 
familial, lineal, inherited, inheritable, 
ethnic. 

apothegm: (n) aphorism, apophthegm, 
adage, dictum, proverb, saying, 
axiom, maxim, byword, saw, rule. 

destitution: (n, v) want, deficiency; (n) 
deprivation, indigence, penury, 
poverty, need, pauperism, lack, 
hardship, famine. ANTONYMS: (n) 
affluence, luxury, prosperity. 

festal: (adj) convivial, gala, solemn, 
festival, cheery, joyous, jovial, merry, 
gay, ceremonious, happy. 

kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning. 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, 
ignite, kindled, lighten. 

mittens: (n) glove, gloves. 
remittance: (n) remission, allowance, 

fee, pay, remitment, remittal, remit, 
toll, compensation, repayment,  

transfer. 
undeniably: (adv) certainly, clearly, 

positively, unarguably, easily, 
incontrovertibly, without doubt, 
without a doubt, unquestionably, 
unmistakably, unavoidably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) arguably, 
possibly, unclearly. 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump. 
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and, with a good deal of feeling in his ancient visage, beckoned her nearer to 
him. 

"When do you expect him home?" whispered he.%

"Whom do you mean?" asked Hepzibah, turning pale. 
"Ah? you don't love to talk about it," said Uncle Venner.  "Well, well! we'll 

say no more, though there's word of it all over town. I remember him, Miss 
Hepzibah, before he could run alone!" 

During the remainder of the day, poor Hepzibah acquitted herself even less 
creditably, as a shop-keeper, than in her earlier efforts. She appeared to be 
walking in a dream; or, more truly, the vivid life and reality assumed by her 
emotions made all outward occurrences unsubstantial, like the teasing 
phantasms of a half-conscious slumber.  She still responded, mechanically, to the 
frequent summons of the shop-bell, and, at the demand of her customers, went 
prying with vague eyes about the shop, proffering them one article after 
another, and thrusting aside --perversely, as most of them supposed--the 
identical thing they asked for.  There is sad confusion, indeed, when the spirit 
thus flits away into the past, or into the more awful future, or, in any manner, 
steps across the spaceless boundary betwixt its own region and the actual world; 
where the body remains to guide itself as best it may, with little more than the 
mechanism of animal life.  It is like death, without death's quiet privilege, --its 
freedom from mortal care.  Worst of all, when the actual duties are comprised in 
such petty details as now vexed the brooding soul of the old gentlewoman.  As 
the animosity of fate would have it, there was a great influx of custom in the 
course of the afternoon.  Hepzibah blundered to and fro about her small place of 
business, committing the most unheard-of errors:  now stringing up twelve, and 
now seven, tallow-candles, instead of ten to the pound; selling ginger for Scotch 
snuff, pins for needles, and needles for pins; misreckoning her change, 
sometimes to the public detriment, and much oftener to her own; and thus she 
went on, doing her utmost to bring chaos back again, until, at the close of the 
day's labor, to her inexplicable astonishment, she found the money-drawer 
almost destitute of coin.  After all her painful traffic, the whole proceeds were 
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acquitted: (adj) not guilty, guiltless; (v) 
acquit, absolved. 

creditably: (adv) commendably, 
laudably, admirably, honorably, 
worthily, best. 

efforts: (n) pains. 
misreckoning: (n) boomerang, 

miscalculation, misestimation, 
mistake, misunderstanding, error, 
fault. 

pins: (v) feet, legs, pegs, trotters. 
proffering: (n) bidding, oblation. 

prying: (adj) inquisitive, meddlesome, 
nosy, inquiring, nosey, intrusive, 
busy, snoopy; (n) nosiness, curiosity; 
(adj, n) meddling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apathetic; (n) apathy. 

slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, nap, 
drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be asleep, 
kip, take a nap; (n) siesta. 

snuff: (v) smell, kill, douse, slay, scent, 
snuffle, bump off, smother, snort; 
(adj) tobacco, nicotine. 

spaceless: (adj) interminable,  

measureless, illimitable, unbounded, 
boundless, incomprehensible, 
termless. 

unheard-of: (adj) extraordinary, 
unknown, wonderful, unlikely, 
unimaginable, uncanny, outlandish, 
unaccountable, obscure, nameless, 
inconceivable. 

unsubstantial: (adj) unreal, airy, thin, 
imaginary, shadowy, light, empty, 
immaterial, insignificant, vaporous; 
(adj, v) flimsy. 
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perhaps half a dozen coppers, and a questionable ninepence which ultimately 
proved to be copper likewise. 

At this price, or at whatever price, she rejoiced that the day had reached its 
end.  Never before had she had such a sense of the intolerable length of time that 
creeps between dawn and sunset, and of the miserable irksomeness of having 
aught to do, and of the better wisdom that it would be to lie down at once, in 
sullen resignation, and let life, and its toils and vexations, trample over one's 
prostrate body as they may! Hepzibah's final operation was with the little 
devourer of Jim Crow and the elephant, who now proposed to eat a camel.  In 
her bewilderment, she offered him first a wooden dragoon, and next a handful of 
marbles; neither of which being adapted to his else omnivorous appetite, she 
hastily held out her whole remaining stock of natural history in gingerbread, and 
huddled the small customer out of the shop.  She then muffled the bell in an 
unfinished stocking, and put up the oaken bar across the door.%

During the latter process, an omnibus came to a stand-still under the 
branches of the elm-tree.  Hepzibah's heart was in her mouth. Remote and dusky, 
and with no sunshine on all the intervening space, was that region of the Past 
whence her only guest might be expected to arrive! Was she to meet him.  now? 

Somebody, at all events, was passing from the farthest interior of the 
omnibus towards its entrance.   A gentleman alighted; but it was only to offer his 
hand to a young girl whose slender figure, nowise needing such assistance, now 
lightly descended the steps, and made an airy little jump from the final one to the 
sidewalk.  She rewarded her cavalier with a smile, the cheery glow of which was 
seen reflected on his own face as he reentered the vehicle.  The girl then turned 
towards the House of the Seven Gables, to the door of which, meanwhile,--not 
the shop-door, but the antique portal,--the omnibus-man had carried a light 
trunk and a bandbox.  First giving a sharp rap of the old iron knocker, he left his 
passenger and her luggage at the door-step, and departed. 

"Who can it be?" thought Hepzibah, who had been screwing her visual 
organs into the acutest focus of which they were capable. "The girl must have 
mistaken the house."  She stole softly into the hall, and, herself invisible, gazed 
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bandbox: (adj) dapper, spruce. 
coppers: (n) small change. 
creeps: (n) fear, dread, fright, animal 

disease, trepidation, nervousness, 
anxiety. 

devourer: (n) mouth, feeder, eater, 
dunker, gourmand, luncher, diner, 
picnicker, scoffer, preyer, consumer. 

dragoon: (v) coerce, force, bulldoze, 
enforce, persecute, bully, browbeat; 
(n) cavalry, cavalryman, horse, 
artillery. 

irksomeness: (n) boredom, 
tediousness. 

nowise: (adv) no, nay, noways, not, 
none, to no degree. 

omnibus: (n, v) bus, autobus; (n) 
motorbus, coach, charabanc, 
collection, anthology, compilation, 
jitney, car, motorcoach. 

omnivorous: (v) edacious, swinish; 
(adj) carnivorous, phytivorous, 
ravenous, hungry, herbivorous, 
greedy, granivorous, crapulent,  

graminivorous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
carnivorous, insectivorous, 
herbivorous. 

prostrate: (adj, v) prone, exhaust, level, 
fatigue; (v) fell, overwhelm, 
overcome, floor, overthrow; (adj) 
deject, knock down. ANTONYM: 
(adj) upright. 

toils: (n) net, cobweb, meshes, mesh. 
trample: (v) oppress, stamp, squash, 

crush, tread, flatten, defeat, suppress, 
step, frustrate; (n) trampling. 
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through the dusty side-lights of the portal at the young, blooming, and very 
cheerful face which presented itself for admittance into the gloomy old mansion.  
It was a face to which almost any door would have opened of its own accord.%

The young girl, so fresh, so unconventional, and yet so orderly and obedient 
to common rules, as you at once recognized her to be, was widely in contrast, at 
that moment, with everything about her.  The sordid and ugly luxuriance of 
gigantic weeds that grew in the angle of the house, and the heavy projection that 
overshadowed her, and the time-worn framework of the door,--none of these 
things belonged to her sphere.  But, even as a ray of sunshine, fall into what 
dismal place it may, instantaneously creates for itself a propriety in being there, 
so did it seem altogether fit that the girl should be standing at the threshold.  It 
was no less evidently proper that the door should swing open to admit her.   The 
maiden lady herself, sternly inhospitable in her first purposes, soon began to 
feel that the door ought to be shoved back, and the rusty key be turned in the 
reluctant lock. 

"Can it be Phoebe?" questioned she within herself.  "It must be little Phoebe; 
for it can be nobody else,--and there is a look of her father about her, too! But 
what does she want here? And how like a country cousin, to come down upon a 
poor body in this way, without so much as a day's notice, or asking whether she 
would be welcome! Well; she must have a night's lodging, I suppose; and to-
morrow the child shall go back to her mother." 

Phoebe, it must be understood, was that one little offshoot of the Pyncheon 
race to whom we have already referred, as a native of a rural part of New 
England, where the old fashions and feelings of relationship are still partially 
kept up.  In her own circle, it was regarded as by no means improper for 
kinsfolk to visit one another without invitation, or preliminary and ceremonious 
warning. Yet, in consideration of Miss Hepzibah's recluse way of life, a letter had 
actually been written and despatched, conveying information of Phoebe's 
projected visit.  This epistle, for three or four days past, had been in the pocket of 
the penny-postman, who, happening to have no other business in Pyncheon 
Street, had not yet made it convenient to call at the House of the Seven Gables. 
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admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input. 

epistle: (n) letter, note, 
communication, message, 
correspondence, post card, favor, 
missive, writing, memo, dispatch. 

inhospitable: (adj) unsociable, cold, 
hostile, unfriendly, cool, harsh, 
barren, austere, frosty, stark, bleak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hospitable,  

welcoming, sheltered, lush, mild. 
instantaneously: (adv) directly, 

instantly, at once, forthwith, 
suddenly, promptly, abruptly, 
momentarily, outright, right away, in 
a flash. ANTONYM: (adv) eventually.

kinsfolk: (n) kindred, kinfolk, folk, 
people, dynasty, Sept, house, family 
line, family, pedigree, parentage. 

luxuriance: (n) exuberance, 
copiousness, abundance, lushness, 
affluence, wealth, luxury, excess,  

luxuriancy, rampancy; (adj) 
fecundity. 

offshoot: (n) arm, limb, outgrowth, 
bough, offset, derivative, descendant, 
division, wing, scion, faction. 

sordid: (adj) ignoble, nasty, foul, filthy, 
grimy, base, cheap, despicable, 
dishonorable, mucky, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) respectable, 
pleasant, wholesome, reputable, 
honorable, clean, attractive, humane. 

time-worn: (adj) antediluvian. 
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"No--she can stay only one night," said Hepzibah, unbolting the door.  "If 
Clifford were to find her here, it might disturb him!"%
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disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, 
disconcert, distress, perturb, disquiet, 
distract, discompose, disrupt, upset, 
concern. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
please, soothe, smooth, order, 
reassure, sort, settle, respect, quiet, 
organize. 

door: (n) threshold, mouth, entrance, 
doorway, entry, opening, access, 
entryway, way out, portal, hatch. 
ANTONYM: (n) entrance. 

find: (v) catch, detect, encounter, come 

across, feel, attain, ascertain; (n) 
detection, disclosure, search, 
discovery. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misplace, search, fail; (n) loss. 

might: (n) power, energy, ability, 
influence, strength, puissance, 
vehemence, intensity; (v) may, can, 
could. ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
feebleness, meekness. 

stay: (adj, n, v) remain; (n, v) rest, prop, 
stop, delay, abide, continue, pause, 
endure, halt, support. ANTONYMS: 

(v) change, abscond, depart, move, 
disappear, become, go. 
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CHAPTER  V   

 
MAY  AND  NOVEMBER  

 
 

PHOEBE PYNCHEON slept, on the night of her arrival, in a chamber that 
looked down on the garden of the old house.  It fronted towards the east, so that 
at a very seasonable hour a glow of crimson light came flooding through the 
window, and bathed the dingy ceiling and paper-hangings in its own hue.  There 
were curtains to Phoebe's bed; a dark, antique canopy, and ponderous festoons 
of a stuff which had been rich, and even magnificent, in its time; but which now 
brooded over the girl like a cloud, making a night in that one corner, while 
elsewhere it was beginning to be day.  The morning light, however, soon stole 
into the aperture at the foot of the bed, betwixt those faded curtains.  Finding the 
new guest there,--with a bloom on her cheeks like the morning's own, and a 
gentle stir of departing slumber in her limbs, as when an early breeze moves the 
foliage, --the dawn kissed her brow.  It was the caress which a dewy maiden--
such as the Dawn is, immortally--gives to her sleeping sister, partly from the 
impulse of irresistible fondness, and partly as a pretty hint that it is time now to 
unclose her eyes.%

At the touch of those lips of light, Phoebe quietly awoke, and, for a moment, 
did not recognize where she was, nor how those heavy curtains chanced to be 
festooned around her.  Nothing, indeed, was absolutely plain to her, except that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aperture: (n) breach, slit, puncture, 
opening, gap, cleft, perforation, 
loophole, mouth, hiatus, outlet. 
ANTONYM: (n) closure. 

bathed: (adj) sweaty. 
caress: (v) stroke, fondle, tickle, pat, 

pet, kiss, nuzzle, cuddle, coddle; (n, 
v) touch; (n) endearment. 
ANTONYM: (n) hit. 

dewy: (adj) wet, dank, bedewed, 
humid, moist, damp, fresh, new, 
roric, undried, rorid. 

festooned: (adj) bedecked, ornamental, 
decorated; (v) ornate, rich, tesselated, 
gilt. 

fondness: (n) affection, attachment, 
love, taste, regard, appetite, 
tenderness, partiality, endearment, 
liking, relish. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, indifference, neglect, 
antipathy, detachment, hatred. 

ponderous: (adj) heavy, grave, 
onerous, burdensome, massive, 
unwieldy, bulky, stodgy, hard,  

tedious, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elegant, graceful, lively, brisk, 
manageable. 

seasonable: (adj) timely, fit, well 
timed, favorable, timeful; (adj, n, v) 
appropriate; (adj, v) convenient; (adj, 
adv) early; (n) fit adapted, in loco, a 
propos. ANTONYMS: (adj) untimely, 
unseasonable. 

unclose: (v) open, unbar, disclose, 
unbolt, uncover, reveal, unharness, 
unhand, uncork, unrip, undo. 
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it was now early morning, and that, whatever might happen next, it was proper, 
first of all, to get up and say her prayers.  She was the more inclined to devotion 
from the grim aspect of the chamber and its furniture, especially the tall, stiff 
chairs; one of which stood close by her bedside, and looked as if some old-
fashioned personage had been sitting there all night, and had vanished only just 
in season to escape discovery.%

When Phoebe was quite dressed, she peeped out of the window, and saw a 
rosebush in the garden.  Being a very tall one, and of luxuriant growth, it had 
been propped up against the side of the house, and was literally covered with a 
rare and very beautiful species of white rose.  A large portion of them, as the girl 
afterwards discovered, had blight or mildew at their hearts; but, viewed at a fair 
distance, the whole rosebush looked as if it had been brought from Eden that 
very summer, together with the mould in which it grew.  The truth was, 
nevertheless, that it had been planted by Alice Pyncheon,--she was Phoebe's 
great-great-grand-aunt, --in soil which, reckoning only its cultivation as a 
garden-plat, was now unctuous with nearly two hundred years of vegetable 
decay.  Growing as they did, however, out of the old earth, the flowers still sent a 
fresh and sweet incense up to their Creator; nor could it have been the less pure 
and acceptable because Phoebe's young breath mingled with it, as the fragrance 
floated past the window.  Hastening down the creaking and carpetless staircase, 
she found her way into the garden, gathered some of the most perfect of the 
roses, and brought them to her chamber. 

Little Phoebe was one of those persons who possess, as their exclusive 
patrimony, the gift of practical arrangement.  It is a kind of natural magic that 
enables these favored ones to bring out the hidden capabilities of things around 
them; and particularly to give a look of comfort and habitableness to any place 
which, for however brief a period, may happen to be their home.  A wild hut of 
underbrush, tossed together by wayfarers through the primitive forest, would 
acquire the home aspect by one night's lodging of such a woman, and would 
retain it long after her quiet figure had disappeared into the surrounding shade. 
No less a portion of such homely witchcraft was requisite to reclaim, as it were, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, enhance, 
improve; (n) health, boon, bounty. 

incense: (v) enrage, anger, provoke, 
irritate, infuriate, aggravate, rile, 
cense, inflame; (n) fragrance, aroma. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, pacify. 

luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) abundant, 
lavish, exuberant, dense, thick, fertile, 
flourishing, fecund, opulent, profuse. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) barren, meager, 
unhealthy, arid, withering, sparse, 
shabby, unadorned. 

mildew: (n, v) mold, rust, decay, cast; 
(n) fungus, blight, mushroom, 
helminth, moulding; (v) must, 
become moldy. 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 
liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation. 

reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 

claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard. 

rosebush: (n) Roser. 
unctuous: (adj) greasy, oleaginous, 

smooth, buttery, fulsome, fat, 
adipose, fatty; (adj, v) sanctimonious; 
(v) soapy, pietistical. 

underbrush: (n) brushwood, brush, 
underwood, groundcover, thicket, 
scrub, bushes, coppice, ground cover, 
shrub, weed. 
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Phoebe's waste, cheerless, and dusky chamber, which had been untenanted so 
long--except by spiders, and mice, and rats, and ghosts--that it was all 
overgrown with the desolation which watches to obliterate every trace of man's 
happier hours.  What was precisely Phoebe's process we find it impossible to say.  
She appeared to have no preliminary design, but gave a touch here and another 
there; brought some articles of furniture to light and dragged others into the 
shadow; looped up or let down a window-curtain; and, in the course of half an 
hour, had fully succeeded in throwing a kindly and hospitable smile over the 
apartment.  N o longer ago than the night before, it had resembled nothing so 
much as the old maid's heart; for there was neither sunshine nor household fire 
in one nor the other, and, Save for ghosts and ghostly reminiscences, not a guest, 
for many years gone by, had entered the heart or the chamber.%

There was still another peculiarity of this inscrutable charm.  The 
bedchamber, No doubt, was a chamber of very great and varied experience, as a 
scene of human life:  the joy of bridal nights had throbbed itself away here; new 
immortals had first drawn earthly breath here; and here old people had died.  
But--whether it were the white roses, or whatever the subtile influence might be--
a person of delicate instinct would have known at once that it was now a 
maiden's bedchamber, and had been purified of all former evil and sorrow by 
her sweet breath and happy thoughts.  Her dreams of the past night, being such 
cheerful ones, had exorcised the gloom, and now haunted the chamber in its 
stead. 

After arranging matters to her satisfaction, Phoebe emerged from her 
chamber, with a purpose to descend again into the garden. Besides the rosebush, 
she had observed several other species of flowers growing there in a wilderness 
of neglect, and obstructing one another's development (as is often the parallel 
case in human society) by their uneducated entanglement and confusion.  At the 
head of the stairs, however, she met Hepzibah, who, it being still early, invited 
her into a room which she would probably have called her boudoir, had her 
education embraced any such French phrase. It was strewn about with a few old 
books, and a work-basket, and a dusty writing-desk; and had, on one side, a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bedchamber: (n) bedroom, dormitory, 
room, sleeping room, master 
bedroom, boudoir. 

boudoir: (n) bedchamber, bedroom, 
master bedroom. 

cheerless: (adj) sad, dismal, dark, drab, 
dreary, gloomy, dull, murky, 
dispiriting; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
joyless. ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
happy, uplifting, lighthearted, sunny, 
smart, cheery, warm. 

hospitable: (adj) affable, receptive,  

gracious, cordial, generous, amiable, 
convivial, genial, pleasant, warm, to 
enjoy having guests. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcoming, inhospitable, 
sinister, hostile. 

inscrutable: (adj) inexplicable, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, weird, 
cryptic, cryptical, deep, enigmatic, 
uncanny, hidden, arcane. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) transparent, 
expressive, clear, straightforward. 

looped: (adj) coiled, coiling, curly,  

intoxicated, curved, helical, 
continuous, interminable, round, 
whorled. 

uneducated: (adj) illiterate, 
unschooled, uninstructed, rude, 
unlearned, uninformed, uncultivated, 
untaught, unread, uncivilized, 
unenlightened. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trained, literate, learned, intelligent, 
informed. 

untenanted: (adj) vacant, uninhabited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) occupied. 
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large black article of furniture, of very strange appearance, which the old 
gentlewoman told Phoebe was a harpsichord.  It looked more like a coffin than 
anything else; and, indeed,--not having been played upon, or opened, for years,--
there must have been a vast deal of dead music in it, stifled for want of air.  
Human finger was hardly known to have touched its chords since the days of 
Alice Pyncheon, who had learned the sweet accomplishment of melody in 
Europe.%

Hepzibah bade her young guest sit down, and, herself taking a chair near by, 
looked as earnestly at Phoebe's trim little figure as if she expected to see right 
into its springs and motive secrets. 

"Cousin Phoebe," said she, at last, "I really can't see my way clear to keep you 
with me." 

These words, however, had not the inhospitable bluntness with which they 
may strike the reader; for the two relatives, in a talk before bedtime, had arrived 
at a certain degree of mutual understanding.  Hepzibah knew enough to enable 
her to appreciate the circumstances (resulting from the second marriage of the 
girl's mother) which made it desirable for Phoebe to establish herself in another 
home.  Nor did she misinterpret Phoebe's character, and the genial activity 
pervading it,--one of the most valuable traits of the true New England woman,--
which had impelled her forth, as might be said, to seek her fortune, but with a 
self-respecting purpose to confer as much benefit as she could anywise receive.  
As one of her nearest kindred, she had naturally betaken herself to Hepzibah, 
with no idea of forcing herself on her cousin's protection, but only for a visit of a 
week or two, which might be indefinitely extended, should it prove for the 
happiness of both. 

To Hepzibah's blunt observation, therefore, Phoebe replied as frankly, and 
more cheerfully. 

"Dear cousin, I cannot tell how it will be," said she.  "But I really think we 
may suit one another much better than you suppose." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accomplishment: (n) attainment, 
completion, exploit, performance, 
deed, skill, fulfillment, feat, action, 
act, acquisition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abandonment, washout, flop, 
debacle, defeat. 

bluntness: (n) honesty, obtuseness, 
frankness, brusqueness, 
inconsiderateness, configuration, 
contour, thoughtlessness, form, 
shape, inconsideration. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sharpness, tact, deceit, delicacy,  

evasiveness, indirectness. 
genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 

cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable. 

harpsichord: (n) spinet, manichord, 
cembalo, harpsichon, virginal, 
clarichord. 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar,  

allied, related; (n) kin, consanguinity, 
relation, folk, folks, kin group. 

misinterpret: (v) misunderstand, 
misconstrue, misconceive, mistake, 
distort, misread, pervert, misjudge, 
miscalculate, take, read. 
ANTONYMS: (v) understand, 
interpret, appreciate. 

pervading: (adj) penetrating, general, 
profound, permeating, permeant, 
overmastering, lowly, deeply felt, 
intellectually deep, deep, almighty. 
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"You are a nice girl,--I see it plainly," continued Hepzibah; "and it is not any 
question as to that point which makes me hesitate. But, Phoebe, this house of 
mine is but a melancholy place for a young person to be in.  It lets in the wind 
and rain, and the Snow, too, in the garret and upper chambers, in winter-time, 
but it never lets in the sunshine.  And as for myself, you see what I am,--a dismal 
and lonesome old woman (for I begin to call myself old, Phoebe), whose temper, 
I am afraid, is none of the best, and whose spirits are as bad as can be I cannot 
make your life pleasant, Cousin Phoebe, neither can I so much as give you bread 
to eat." 

"You will find me a cheerful little, body" answered Phoebe, smiling, and yet 
with a kind of gentle dignity.  "and I mean to earn my bread. You know I have 
not been brought up a Pyncheon.  A girl learns many things in a New England 
village." 

"Ah! Phoebe," said Hepzibah, sighing, "your knowledge would do but little 
for you here! And then it is a wretched thought that you should fling away your 
young days in a place like this. Those cheeks would not be so rosy after a month 
or two.  Look at my face!" and, indeed, the contrast was very striking,--"you see 
how pale I am! It is my idea that the dust and continual decay of these old houses 
are unwholesome for the lungs." 

"There is the garden,--the flowers to be taken care of," observed Phoebe.  "I 
should keep myself healthy with exercise in the open air." 

"And, after all, child," exclaimed Hepzibah, suddenly rising, as if to dismiss 
the subject, "it is not for me to say who shall be a guest or inhabitant of the old 
Pyncheon House.  Its master is coming." 

"Do you mean Judge Pyncheon?" asked Phoebe in surprise.%

"Judge Pyncheon!" answered her cousin angrily.  "He will hardly cross the 
threshold while I live! No, no! But, Phoebe, you shall see the face of him I speak 
of." 

She went in quest of the miniature already described, and returned with it in 
her hand.  Giving it to Phoebe, she watched her features narrowly, and with a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 
hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect. 

garret: (n) cockloft, loft, attic, house 
top, storey, level, upper story, story, 
dome, noggin, classical Greek. 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger. 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, 
v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness, 
optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery, 
satisfied. 

quest: (n) pursuit, investigation, 
exploration, chase, research, inquest; 
(n, v) probe, hunt, inquiry, 
examination; (v) call for. 

rosy: (adj) hopeful, blooming, 
optimistic, auspicious, promising, 
bright, roseate, ruddy, fortunate, 
flushed, pink. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, depressing, hopeless, 
unpromising. 

unwholesome: (adj) noxious, harmful, 
noisome, morbid, injurious, 
detrimental, sickly, insalubrious, 
corrupting, diseased, damaging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, decent, 
wholesome, pleasant. 
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certain jealousy as to the mode in which the girl would show herself affected by 
the picture.%

"How do you like the face?" asked Hepzibah. 
"It is handsome!--it is very beautiful!" said Phoebe admiringly. "It is as sweet 

a face as a man's can be, or ought to be.  It has something of a child's expression,-
-and yet not childish,--only one feels so very kindly towards him! He ought 
never to suffer anything.  One would bear much for the sake of sparing him toil 
or sorrow.  Who is it, Cousin Hepzibah?" 

"Did you never hear," whispered her cousin, bending towards her, "of 
Clifford Pyncheon?" 

"Never.  I thought there were no Pyncheons left, except yourself and our 
cousin Jaffrey," answered Phoebe.  "And yet I seem to have heard the name of 
Clifford Pyncheon.  Yes!--from my father or my mother.  but has he not been a 
long while dead?" 

"Well, well, child, perhaps he has!" said Hepzibah with a sad, hollow laugh; 
"but, in old houses like this, you know, dead people are very apt to come back 
again! We shall see.  And, Cousin Phoebe, since, after all that I have said, your 
courage does not fail you, we will not part so soon.  You are welcome, my child, 
for the present, to such a home as your kinswoman can offer you." 

With this measured, but not exactly cold assurance of a hospitable purpose, 
Hepzibah kissed her cheek. 

They now went below stairs, where Phoebe--not so much assuming the office 
as attracting it to herself, by the magnetism of innate fitness--took the most 
active part in preparing breakfast.  The mistress of the house, meanwhile, as is 
usual with persons of her stiff and unmalleable cast, stood mostly aside; willing 
to lend her aid, yet conscious that her natural inaptitude would be likely to 
impede the business in hand.   Phoebe and the fire that boiled the teakettle were 
equally bright, cheerful, and efficient, in their respective offices.  Hepzibah 
gazed forth from her habitual sluggishness, the necessary result of long solitude, 
as from another sphere.  She could not help being interested, however, and even 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

admiringly: (adv) admire, lovingly, 
respectfully, reverently, approvingly, 
enthusiastically, affectionately, 
indulgently, kindly, dotingly, 
tenderly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disrespectfully, ill. 

boiled: (adj) intoxicated, poached, 
stewed; (v) sodden. 

impede: (v) clog, hinder, bar, obstruct, 
barricade, delay, preclude, check, 
curb, encumber, embarrass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) facilitate, help,  

encourage, free, assist, prompt, 
broaden. 

inaptitude: (adj, n) ineptitude; (n) 
impropriety, incapability, incapacity, 
incongruity, unfitness, incompetence, 
inappropriateness, foolishness, 
absurdity, incapableness. 

kinswoman: (n) relative, aunt, auntie, 
aunty, kinsman, kindred, kin, detail, 
description, consanguinity, blood 
relation. 

magnetism: (n) attraction, charisma,  

charm, allure, magnetics, appeal, 
glamour, magic, magnet, pull; (adj) 
gravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
repulsiveness, ugliness. 

offices: (n) kitchen, pantry, scullery. 
sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 

(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 
thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
extravagant. 

teakettle: (n) cauldron, caldron, boiler. 
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amused, at the readiness with which her new inmate adapted herself to the 
circumstances, and brought the house, moreover, and all its rusty old appliances, 
into a suitableness for her purposes.  Whatever she did, too, was done without 
conscious effort, and with frequent outbreaks of song, which were exceedingly 
pleasant to the ear.  This natural tunefulness made Phoebe seem like a bird in a 
shadowy tree; or conveyed the idea that the stream of life warbled through her 
heart as a brook sometimes warbles through a pleasant little dell. It betokened 
the cheeriness of an active temperament, finding joy in its activity, and, 
therefore, rendering it beautiful; it was a New England trait,--the stern old stuff 
of Puritanism with a gold thread in the web.%

Hepzibah brought out Some old silver spoons with the family crest upon 
them, and a china tea-set painted over with grotesque figures of man, bird, and 
beast, in as grotesque a landscape. These pictured people were odd humorists, in 
a world of their own,--a world of vivid brilliancy, so far as color went, and still 
unfaded, although the teapot and small cups were as ancient as the custom itself 
of tea-drinking. 

"Your great-great-great-great-grandmother had these cups, when she was 
married," said Hepzibah to Phoebe." She was a Davenport, of a good family.  
They were almost the first teacups ever seen in the colony; and if one of them 
were to be broken, my heart would break with it.  But it is Nonsense to speak so 
about a brittle teacup, when I remember what my heart has gone through 
without breaking." 

The cups--not having been used, perhaps, since Hepzibah's youth--had 
contracted no small burden of dust, which Phoebe washed away with so much 
care and delicacy as to satisfy even the proprietor of this invaluable china. 

"What a nice little housewife you.  are" exclaimed the latter, smiling, and at 
the Same time frowning so prodigiously that the smile was sunshine under a 
thunder-cloud.  "Do you do other things as well?   Are you as good at your book 
as you are at washing teacups?" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brilliancy: (n, v) brightness; (n) 
brilliance, lustre, luster, splendor, 
glitter, glory, radiance, splendour; 
(adj, n) gorgeousness; (v) gloss. 

cheeriness: (n) happiness, optimism, 
joyfulness, joy, buoyancy, jollity, 
jolliness, fun, good cheer, geniality, 
cheer. ANTONYMS: (n) sulkiness, 
gloominess, misery. 

color: (n, v) flush, blush, tint, tinge, 
paint, stain; (adj, n, v) colour; (v) 
redden; (n) guise, complexion; (adj, n) 

tone. ANTONYMS: (v) discolor, pale, 
show, whiten, untwist, denote, 
depict, represent, blanch, blench. 

dell: (n) vale, valley, dingle, clearing, 
gorge, holler, ravine, hollow, glen, 
cove, basin. 

grotesque: (adj) fantastic, bizarre, 
funny, antic, absurd, droll, strange, 
baroque, weird, ugly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, normal, 
commonplace, attractive. 

inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 

denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 
ANTONYM: (n) outpatient. 

prodigiously: (adv) astonishingly, 
enormously, immensely, vastly, 
marvelously, exceptionally, 
colossally, largely, wonderfully, 
hugely, tremendously. 

teacup: (n) cup, teacupful, 
containerful. 

tunefulness: (n) melody, musicalness, 
harmony, musicality. 
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"Not quite, I am afraid," said Phoebe, laughing at the form of Hepzibah's 
question.  "But I was schoolmistress for the little children in our district last 
summer, and might have been so still." 

"Ah! 'tis all very well!" observed the maiden lady, drawing herself up.  "But 
these things must have come to you with your mother's blood.  I never knew a 
Pyncheon that had any turn for them." 

It is very queer, but not the less true, that people are generally quite as vain, 
or even more so, of their deficiencies than of their available gifts; as was 
Hepzibah of this native inapplicability, so to speak, of the Pyncheons to any 
useful purpose.  She regarded it as an hereditary trait; and so, perhaps, it was, 
but unfortunately a morbid one, such as is often generated in families that 
remain long above the surface of society.%

Before they left the breakfast-table, the shop-bell rang sharply, and Hepzibah 
set down the remnant of her final cup of tea, with a look of sallow despair that 
was truly piteous to behold.  In cases of distasteful occupation, the second day is 
generally worse than the first.  we return to the rack with all the soreness of the 
preceding torture in our limbs.  At all events, Hepzibah had fully satisfied herself 
of the impossibility of ever becoming wonted to this peevishly obstreperous 
little bell.  Ring as often as it might, the sound always smote upon her nervous 
system rudely and suddenly. And especially now, while, with her crested 
teaspoons and antique china, she was flattering herself with ideas of gentility, 
she felt an unspeakable disinclination to confront a customer. 

"Do not trouble yourself, dear cousin!" cried Phoebe, starting lightly up.  "I 
am shop-keeper today." 

"You, child!" exclaimed Hepzibah.  "What can a little country girl know of 
such matters?" 

"Oh, I have done all the shopping for the family at our village store," said 
Phoebe.  "And I have had a table at a fancy fair, and made better sales than 
anybody.  These things are not to be learnt; they depend upon a knack that 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

disinclination: (n) dislike, distaste, 
indisposition, reluctance, antipathy, 
opposition, disaffection, disrelish, 
unwillingness, disfavor; (n, v) 
disgust. ANTONYMS: (n) inclination, 
disposition, desire, tendency, 
keenness, willingness. 

inapplicability: (n) inapplicableness. 
ANTONYM: (n) applicability. 

obstreperous: (adj) noisy, boisterous, 
blatant, clamorous, defiant, 
disobedient, disorderly, unruly,  

vociferous, tumultuous, turbulent. 
peevishly: (adv) querulously, tetchily, 

fractiously, sullenly, sulkily, testily, 
moodily, touchily, crossly, surly, 
morosely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, pleasantly, calmly. 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 
compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 
paltry, pitiable. 

schoolmistress: (n) schoolmarm, 
teacher, schoolma'am, schoolmaster, 

educator, instructor, schoolteacher, 
preceptress, dame, fancy woman, 
kept woman. 

soreness: (n) pain, discomfort, 
tenderness, ache, irritation, pique, 
agony, huff, chafing; (v) sore, 
inquietude. ANTONYM: (n) 
pleasure. 

wonted: (adj, n) habitual, ordinary, 
usual, familiar; (adj) everyday, 
general, conventional, routine; (n) 
accustomed, common, regular. 
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comes, I suppose," added she, smiling, "with one's mother's blood.  You shall see 
that I am as nice a little saleswoman as I am a housewife!" 

The old gentlewoman stole behind Phoebe, and peeped from the passageway 
into the shop, to note how she would manage her undertaking.  It was a case of 
some intricacy.  A very ancient woman, in a white short gown and a green 
petticoat, with a string of gold beads about her neck, and what looked like a 
nightcap on her head, had brought a quantity of yarn to barter for the 
commodities of the shop.  She was probably the very last person in town who 
still kept the time-honored spinning-wheel in constant revolution.  It was worth 
while to hear the croaking and hollow tones of the old lady, and the pleasant 
voice of Phoebe, mingling in one twisted thread of talk; and still better to contrast 
their figures,--so light and bloomy,--so decrepit and dusky,--with only the 
counter betwixt them, in one sense, but more than threescore years, in another.  
As for the bargain, it was wrinkled slyness and craft pitted against native truth 
and sagacity.%

"Was not that well done?" asked Phoebe, laughing, when the customer was 
gone. 

"Nicely done, indeed, child!" answered Hepzibah." I could not have gone 
through with it nearly so well.  As you say, it must be a knack that belongs to 
you on the mother's side." 

It is a very genuine admiration, that with which persons too shy or too 
awkward to take a due part in the bustling world regard the real actors in life's 
stirring scenes; so genuine, in fact, that the former are usually fain to make it 
palatable to their self-love, by assuming that these active and forcible qualities 
are incompatible with others, which they choose to deem higher and more 
important.  Thus, Hepzibah was well content to acknowledge Phoebe's vastly 
superior gifts as a shop-keeper'--she listened, with compliant ear, to her 
suggestion of various methods whereby the influx of trade might be increased, 
and rendered profitable, without a hazardous outlay of capital.  She consented 
that the village maiden should manufacture yeast, both liquid and in cakes; and 
should brew a certain kind of beer, nectareous to the palate, and of rare 
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croaking: (adj) hollow, raucous, 
sepulchral, dry, cacophonic, harsh, 
guttural, gruff, croaky, cacophonous, 
husky. 

decrepit: (adj) infirm, senile, feeble, 
effete, seedy, worn, dilapidated, 
shabby, old, rickety, frail. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fit, strong, sound, 
robust, powerful, healthy, hearty, 
sturdy. 

nectareous: (adj) nectarous, nectarine, 
nectareal, delicious, sweet. 

nightcap: (n) drink, dram, game, cap, 
mobcap, drop. 

petticoat: (adj, n) female; (n) 
underskirt, skirt, she, woman, her, 
crinoline, wife, undergarment, apron; 
(adj) petty. 

saleswoman: (n) salesgirl, seller, 
salesperson, shopgirl, midinette, 
salesman, shop assistant, commercial 
traveler, commercial traveller, 
representative, agent. 

self-love: (n) egoism, vanity, pride,  

arrogance. 
slyness: (n) cunning, craftiness, guile, 

foxiness, astuteness, artifice, deceit, 
wiliness, stealth, shrewdness, 
deceitfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
straightforwardness, frankness. 

threescore: (adj) lx. 
time-honored: (adj) traditional, classic, 

glorious, old, accepted, immemorial, 
regular, proverbial. 

whereby: (adv) how, hereby. 
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stomachic virtues; and, moreover, should bake and exhibit for sale some little 
spice-cakes, which whosoever tasted would longingly desire to taste again.  All 
such proofs of a ready mind and skilful handiwork were highly acceptable to the 
aristocratic hucksteress, so long as she could murmur to herself with a grim 
smile, and a half-natural sigh, and a sentiment of mixed wonder, pity, and 
growing affection,-- 

"What a nice little body she is! If she only could be a lady; too--but that's 
impossible! Phoebe is no Pyncheon.  She takes everything from her mother."%

As to Phoebe's not being a lady, or whether she were a lady or no, it was a 
point, perhaps, difficult to decide, but which could hardly have come up for 
judgment at all in any fair and healthy mind.  Out of New England, it would be 
impossible to meet with a person combining so many ladylike attributes with so 
many others that form no necessary (if compatible) part of the character.  She 
shocked no canon of taste; she was admirably in keeping with herself, and never 
jarred against surrounding circumstances.  Her figure, to be sure,--so small as to 
be almost childlike, and so elastic that motion seemed as easy or easier to it than 
rest, would hardly have suited one's idea of a countess. Neither did her face--
with the brown ringlets on either side, and the slightly piquant nose, and the 
wholesome bloom, and the clear shade of tan, and the half dozen freckles, 
friendly remembrances of the April sun and breeze--precisely give us a right to 
call her beautiful.  But there was both lustre and depth in her eyes.  She was very 
pretty; as graceful as a bird, and graceful much in the same way; as pleasant 
about the house as a gleam of sunshine falling on the floor through a shadow of 
twinkling leaves, or as a ray of firelight that dances on the wall while evening is 
drawing nigh.   Instead of discussing her claim to rank among ladies, it would be 
preferable to regard Phoebe as the example of feminine grace and availability 
combined, in a state of society, if there were any such, where ladies did not exist.  
There it should be woman's office to move in the midst of practical affairs, and to 
gild them all, the very homeliest,--were it even the scouring of pots and kettles,--
with an atmosphere of loveliness and joy. 
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attributes: (n) nature, property. 
firelight: (adj) light, rushlight, 

starlight. 
gild: (v) embellish, ornament, beautify, 

decorate, begild, engild, paint, 
whitewash, varnish; (n) club, 
fraternity. ANTONYM: (v) strip. 

handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 
production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship. 

longingly: (adv) cravingly, piningly,  

eagerly, contemplatively, wishfully, 
nostalgically, melancholy, wistfully, 
pensively, languishingly, reflectively.

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, beauteousness, 
good looks, cuteness, fineness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 
unpleasantness, awkwardness. 

nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 
all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; (adj) 

approximate. 
piquant: (adj) peppery, spicy, 

engaging, tasty, salty, strong, sharp, 
gamy; (adj, n) pungent, racy, 
trenchant. ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, 
dull, insipid, faint. 

remembrances: (adj) abord, devoir, 
respects, welcome; (n) remembrance. 

stomachic: (adj) gastric, abdominal, 
cordial, intestinal. 

whosoever: (pron) whoever, whatever, 
anything that, whatsoever, whatso. 
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Such was the sphere of Phoebe.  To find the born and educated lady, on the 
other hand, we need look no farther than Hepzibah, our forlorn old maid, in her 
rustling and rusty silks, with her deeply cherished and ridiculous consciousness 
of long descent, her shadowy claims to princely territory, and, in the way of 
accomplishment, her recollections, it may be, of having formerly thrummed on a 
harpsichord, and walked a minuet, and worked an antique tapestry-stitch on her 
sampler.  It was a fair parallel between new Plebeianism and old Gentility.%

It really seemed as if the battered visage of the House of the Seven Gables, 
black and heavy-browed as it still certainly looked, must have shown a kind of 
cheerfulness glimmering through its dusky windows as Phoebe passed to and 
fro in the interior. Otherwise, it is impossible to explain how the people of the 
neighborhood so soon became aware of the girl's presence.  There was a great 
run of custom, setting steadily in, from about ten o' clock until towards noon,--
relaxing, somewhat, at dinner-time, but recommencing in the afternoon, and, 
finally, dying away a half an hour or so before the long day's sunset.  One of the 
stanchest patrons was little Ned Higgins, the devourer of Jim Crow and the 
elephant, who to-day signalized his omnivorous prowess by swallowing two 
dromedaries and a locomotive.  Phoebe laughed, as she summed up her 
aggregate of sales upon the slate; while Hepzibah, first drawing on a pair of silk 
gloves, reckoned over the sordid accumulation of copper coin, not without silver 
intermixed, that had jingled into the till. 

"We must renew our stock, Cousin Hepzibah!" cried the little saleswoman.  
"The gingerbread figures are all gone, and so are those Dutch wooden 
milkmaids, and most of our other playthings. There has been constant inquiry for 
cheap raisins, and a great cry for whistles, and trumpets, and jew's-harps; and at 
least a dozen little boys have asked for molasses-candy.  And we must contrive 
to get a peck of russet apples, late in the season as it is.  But, dear cousin, what an 
enormous heap of copper! Positively a copper mountain!" 

"Well done! well done! well done!" quoth Uncle Venner, who had taken 
occasion to shuffle in and out of the shop several times in the course of the day.  
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cheerfulness: (n) glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, hilarity, mirth, 
merriment, gladness, cheer, good 
spirits, pleasure, joviality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, grimness, 
seriousness, misery, resentment, 
uncheerfulness, solemnity, lethargy, 
bleakness, gravity, gloominess. 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, 

destroy, ruin, waste, wreck, fail. 
dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, boxcars.
forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 

despairing, unhappy, miserable, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
fine. 

glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, 
luminosity, light, hint, apparition, 
radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, 
crepusculous, sciolism. 

minuet: (n) waltz, polka, ballroom 
dance, ballroom dancing. 

russet: (adj, n) auburn; (adj) tan, dun, 
drab, leaden, livid, pearly, dingy, 
brunette, bay, russety. 

rustling: (n) rustle, whispering, 
whisper, larceny; (adj) murmurous, 
susurrous, active, soughing. 

silks: (n) garment. 
trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 

pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 
trumpet. 
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"Here's a girl that will never end her days at my farm! Bless my eyes, what a 
brisk little soul!" 

"Yes, Phoebe is a nice girl!" said Hepzibah, with a scowl of austere 
approbation.  "But, Uncle Venner, you have known the family a great many 
years.  Can you tell me whether there ever was a Pyncheon whom she takes 
after?" 

"I don't believe there ever was," answered the venerable man. "At any rate, it 
never was my luck to see her like among them, nor, for that matter, anywhere 
else.  I've seen a great deal of the world, not only in people's kitchens and back-
yards but at the street-corners, and on the wharves, and in other places where 
my business calls me; and I'm free to say, Miss Hepzibah, that I never knew a 
human creature do her work so much like one of God's angels as this child 
Phoebe does!" 

Uncle Venner's eulogium, if it appear rather too high-strained for the person 
and occasion, had, nevertheless, a sense in which it was both subtile and true.  
There was a spiritual quality in Phoebe's activity.  The life of the long and busy 
day--spent in occupations that might so easily have taken a squalid and ugly 
aspect--had been made pleasant, and even lovely, by the spontaneous grace with 
which these homely duties seemed to bloom out of her character; so that labor, 
while she dealt with it, had the easy and flexible charm of play.  Angels do not 
toil, but let their good works grow out of them; and so did Phoebe.%

The two relatives--the young maid and the old one--found time before 
nightfall, in the intervals of trade, to make rapid advances towards affection and 
confidence.  A recluse, like Hepzibah, usually displays remarkable frankness, 
and at least temporary affability, on being absolutely cornered, and brought to 
the point of personal intercourse; like the angel whom Jacob wrestled with, she is 
ready to bless you when once overcome. 

The old gentlewoman took a dreary and proud satisfaction in leading Phoebe 
from room to room of the house, and recounting the traditions with which, as we 
may say, the walls were lugubriously frescoed.  She showed the indentations 
made by the lieutenant-governor's sword-hilt in the door-panels of the 
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advances: (v) access, approach. 
affability: (n) geniality, courtesy, 

cordiality, amiability, affableness, 
politeness, friendliness, amenity, 
sociability, kindness, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
frostiness, incivility, remoteness, 
reserve, rudeness. 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) 
applause, agreement, approval, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, 
admiration, permission, appreciation, 

favor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
condemnation, disapproval, 
criticism. 

cornered: (adj) corner, at bay, angular, 
cornering, corners, between the devil 
and the deep blue sea, unfree, treed, 
pointed, disadvantaged. 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n)  

cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness. 

lugubriously: (adv) dismally, 
sorrowfully, gloomily, mournfully, 
darkly, plaintively, melancholy, 
grievously, somberly, dolorously, 
drearily. 

recounting: (n) narration, relation, 
recital, narrative, tale, story, 
notification, practice, recitation, 
relating, unfolding. 
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apartment where old Colonel Pyncheon, a dead host, had received his affrighted 
visitors with an awful frown.  The dusky terror of that frown, Hepzibah 
observed, was thought to be lingering ever since in the passageway.  She bade 
Phoebe step into one of the tall chairs, and inspect the ancient map of the 
Pyncheon territory at the eastward.  In a tract of land on which she laid her 
finger, there existed a silver mine, the locality of which was precisely pointed out 
in some memoranda of Colonel Pyncheon himself, but only to be made known 
when the family claim should be recognized by government.  Thus it was for the 
interest of all New England that the Pyncheons should have justice done them.  
She told, too, how that there was undoubtedly an immense treasure of English 
guineas hidden somewhere about the house, or in the cellar, or possibly in the 
garden.%

"If you should happen to find it, Phoebe," said Hepzibah, glancing aside at 
her with a grim yet kindly smile, "we will tie up the shop-bell for good and all!" 

"Yes, dear cousin," answered Phoebe; "but, in the mean time, I hear somebody 
ringing it!" 

When the customer was gone, Hepzibah talked rather vaguely, and at great 
length, about a certain Alice Pyncheon, who had been exceedingly beautiful and 
accomplished in her lifetime, a hundred years ago.  The fragrance of her rich and 
delightful character still lingered about the place where she had lived, as a dried 
rosebud scents the drawer where it has withered and perished.  This lovely 
Alice had met with some great and mysterious calamity, and had grown thin 
and white, and gradually faded out of the world.  But, even now, she was 
supposed to haunt the House of the Seven Gables, and, a great many times, --
especially when one of the Pyncheons was to die,--she had been heard playing 
sadly and beautifully on the harpsichord.  One of these tunes, just as it had 
sounded from her spiritual touch, had been written down by an amateur of 
music; it was so exquisitely mournful that nobody, to this day, could bear to 
hear it played, unless when a great sorrow had made them know the still 
profounder sweetness of it. 

"Was it the same harpsichord that you showed me?" inquired Phoebe. 
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affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) 
affright. 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, 
opportunity. 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards. 

exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 
magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 

gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly. 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) quick. 

memoranda: (n) memorandum, note. 
mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 

melancholy, funereal, dolorous, dark, 
pensive, gloomy, lugubrious,  

lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless. 

passageway: (n) passage, aisle, 
gangway, gallery, alleyway, lobby, 
hall, channel, lane, gateway; (n, v) 
pass. 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed. 

rosebud: (n) girl, fille. 
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"The very same," said Hepzibah.  "It was Alice Pyncheon's harpsichord.  
When I was learning music, my father would never let me open it.  So, as I could 
only play on my teacher's instrument, I have forgotten all my music long ago." 

Leaving these antique themes, the old lady began to talk about the 
daguerreotypist, whom, as he seemed to be a well-meaning and orderly young 
man, and in narrow circumstances, she had permitted to take up his residence in 
one of the seven gables. But, on seeing more of Mr. Holgrave, she hardly knew 
what to make of him.  He had the strangest companions imaginable; men with 
long beards, and dressed in linen blouses, and other such new-fangled and ill-
fitting garments; reformers, temperance lecturers, and all manner of cross-
looking philanthropists; community-men, and come-outers, as Hepzibah 
believed, who acknowledged no law, and ate no solid food, but lived on the 
scent of other people's cookery, and turned up their noses at the fare.  As for the 
daguerreotypist, she had read a paragraph in a penny paper, the other day, 
accusing him of making a speech full of wild and disorganizing matter, at a 
meeting of his banditti-like associates.  For her own part, she had reason to 
believe that he practised animal magnetism, and, if such things were in fashion 
nowadays, should be apt to suspect him of studying the Black Art up there in his 
lonesome chamber.%

"But, dear cousin," said Phoebe, "if the young man is so dangerous, why do 
you let him stay? If he does nothing worse, he may set the house on fire!" 

"Why, sometimes," answered Hepzibah, "I have seriously made it a question, 
whether I ought not to send him away.  But, with all his oddities, he is a quiet 
kind of a person, and has such a way of taking hold of one's mind, that, without 
exactly liking him (for I don't know enough of the young man), I should be sorry 
to lose sight of him entirely.  A woman clings to slight acquaintances when she 
lives so much alone as I do." 

"But if Mr. Holgrave is a lawless person!" remonstrated Phoebe, a part of 
whose essence it was to keep within the limits of law. 
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accusing: (adj) accusative, accusive, 
inculpatory, inculpative, criminative, 
criminatory, critical, denunciatory; 
(adj, n) reproving; (n) reproachful; (v) 
accuse. 

acquaintances: (n) associates. 
began: (v) Gan. 
cookery: (n) cuisine, kitchen, 

gastronomy, browning, broiling, 
preparation, culinary art, roasting, 
toasting, frying, braising. 

ill-fitting: (adj) baggy. 

imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 
possible, thinkable, plausible, earthly, 
believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible. 

lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 
anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous, 
wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) orderly. 

liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy,  

appetite, taste, fondness, predilection, 
affection, partiality, admiration, 
approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy. 

temperance: (n) moderation, 
abstinence, abstemiousness, control, 
restraint, moderateness, soberness, 
forbearance, measure, gravity, 
asceticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, wildness. 
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"Oh!" %said Hepzibah carelessly,--for, formal as she was, still, in her life's 
experience, she had gnashed her teeth against human law,--"I suppose he has a 
law of his own!" 
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against: (adj, adv) counter; (prep) 
toward, versus, from; (pref) by; (v) 
oppose; (adv, prep) on; (n) opposition; 
(adj) unwilling, repugnant; (adv) 
athwart. ANTONYMS: (prep) for; 
(adj) eager. 

experience: (v) endure, suffer, 
examine, meet, live, know, receive; 
(adj, v) see; (n) event, episode, 
happening. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inexperience, greenness, naivete, 
inability, ignorance. 

formal: (adj) ceremonious, distant, 
solemn, courtly, prim, ceremonial, 
stately, official, elegant, cold, proper. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) informal, relaxed, 
unceremonious, unofficial, chatty, 
cosy, natural, casual, nonformal, 
friendly, flexible. 

human: (n) person, man, human 
being, homo, gay, party; (adj, adv) 
fleshly; (adj) humane, earthly, 
corporeal, worldly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nonhuman, otherworldly,  

heavenly, immortal. 
suppose: (v) infer, guess, speculate, 

divine, presume, conjecture, reckon, 
imagine, estimate, consider, assume. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disbelieve, know, 
measure, despair, doubt, speculate. 

teeth: (v) mortar and pestle, gristmill, 
nutmeg grater, grater, file, arrastra, 
rasp, mill, unguis, tentacle; (n) gear 
teeth. 
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CHAPTER  V I   

 
MAULE ' S  WELL  

 
 

AFTER an early tea, the little country-girl strayed into the garden.  The 
enclosure had formerly been very extensive, but was now contracted within 
small compass, and hemmed about, partly by high wooden fences, and partly by 
the outbuildings of houses that stood on another street.  In its centre was a grass-
plat, surrounding a ruinous little structure, which showed just enough of its 
original design to indicate that it had once been a summer-house.  A hop-vine, 
springing from last year's root, was beginning to clamber over it, but would be 
long in covering the roof with its green mantle.  Three of the seven gables either 
fronted or looked sideways, with a dark solemnity of aspect, down into the 
garden.%

The black, rich soil had fed itself with the decay of a long period of time; such 
as fallen leaves, the petals of flowers, and the stalks and seed--vessels of vagrant 
and lawless plants, more useful after their death than ever while flaunting in the 
sun.  The evil of these departed years would naturally have sprung up again, in 
such rank weeds (symbolic of the transmitted vices of society) as are always 
prone to root themselves about human dwellings.  Phoebe Saw, however, that 
their growth must have been checked by a degree of careful labor, bestowed 
daily and systematically on the garden.  The white double rose-bush had 
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bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate. 

clamber: (v) scramble, crawl, scale, 
ascend, mount, shinny, shin, 
struggle, surmount, ramp, climber. 

enclosure: (n) appendage, annex, cage, 
appendix, addendum, barrier, 
enclosing, pen, yard, hedge, addition.

flaunting: (adj, v) showy; (adj) flaunty, 
glittering, arty, blatant, pompous, 
bombastic, garish, gaudy; (n) parade, 
ostentation. 

flowers: (n) analecta, anthology. 
mantle: (n) cloak, cape, pall, blanket, 

curtain, blind, coat; (n, v) cover, veil; 
(adj, n, v) blush, flush. 

solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, 
earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
impressiveness, austerity, sedateness, 
display, pomp, grandeur. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humor, levity, 
cheerfulness, understatement. 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous,  

prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation. 

strayed: (v) stray. 
vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, itinerant, 

Peripatetic, rambling; (n) tramp, 
hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) unsettled, 
erratic. ANTONYM: (n) resident. 

weeds: (n) viduity, mourning band, 
garment, cypress, widowhood, dress; 
(adj) willow. 
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evidently been propped up anew against the house since the commencement of 
the season; and a pear-tree and three damson-trees, which, except a row of 
currant-bushes, constituted the only varieties of fruit, bore marks of the recent 
amputation of several superfluous or defective limbs.  There were also a few 
species of antique and hereditary flowers, in no very flourishing condition, but 
scrupulously weeded; as if some person, either out of love or curiosity, had been 
anxious to bring them to such perfection as they were capable of attaining.  The 
remainder of the garden presented a well-selected assortment of esculent 
vegetables, in a praiseworthy state of advancement.  Summer squashes almost in 
their golden blossom; cucumbers, now evincing a tendency to spread away from 
the main stock, and ramble far and wide; two or three rows of string-beans and 
as many more that were about to festoon themselves on poles; tomatoes, 
occupying a site so sheltered and sunny that the plants were already gigantic, 
and promised an early and abundant harvest.%

Phoebe wondered whose care and toil it could have been that had planted 
these vegetables, and kept the soil so clean and orderly. Not surely her cousin 
Hepzibah's, who had no taste nor spirits for the lady-like employment of 
cultivating flowers, and--with her recluse habits, and tendency to shelter herself 
within the dismal shadow of the house--would hardly have come forth under the 
speck of open sky to weed and hoe among the fraternity of beans and squashes. 

It being her first day of complete estrangement from rural objects, Phoebe 
found an unexpected charm in this little nook of grass, and foliage, and 
aristocratic flowers, and plebeian vegetables.  The eye of Heaven seemed to look 
down into it pleasantly, and with a peculiar smile, as if glad to perceive that 
nature, elsewhere overwhelmed, and driven out of the dusty town, had here 
been able to retain a breathing-place.  The spot acquired a somewhat wilder 
grace, and yet a very gentle one, from the fact that a pair of robins had built their 
nest in the pear-tree, and were making themselves exceed ingly busy and happy 
in the dark intricacy of its boughs.  Bees, too,--strange to say, --had thought it 
worth their while to come hither, possibly from the range of hives beside some 
farm-house miles away.  How many aerial voyages might they have made, in 
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amputation: (n) abscission, cut-off, 
disability, impairment, handicap, 
disablement, surgery, operation, 
severance, elimination, exclusion. 

cucumbers: (n) melon vine, melon, 
Cucumis, cantaloupes. 

esculent: (adj) eatable, comestible, 
alimentary, oleraceous. 

estrangement: (n) disaffection, 
separation, rift, coolness, isolation, 
break, split, rupture, withdrawal, 
breach; (v) estrange. ANTONYMS:  

(n) reconciliation, propitiation, 
conciliation. 

festoon: (n) swag, wreath, festoonery, 
decoration, bouquet, catenary; (v) 
decorate, deck, adorn, ornament, 
beautify. 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither. 

hives: (n) urticaria, rash, efflorescence, 
eruption, urtication, skin complaint. 

praiseworthy: (adj, v) laudable; (adj) 
admirable, meritorious, worthy,  

creditable, good, deserving, 
honorable, applaudable, exemplary; 
(adj, n) excellent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blameworthy, disgraceful, 
despicable, dishonorable, poor, 
unworthy. 

propped: (adj) fulcrate. 
ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 

wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle. 

weeded: (adj) weedless. 
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quest %of honey, or honey-laden, betwixt dawn and sunset! Yet, late as it now 
was, there still arose a pleasant hum out of one or two of the squash-blossoms, in 
the depths of which these bees were plying their golden labor.  There was one 
other object in the garden which Nature might fairly claim as her inalienable 
property, in spite of whatever man could do to render it his own.  This was a 
fountain, set round with a rim of old mossy stones, and paved, in its bed, with 
what appeared to be a sort of mosaic-work of variously colored pebbles.  The 
play and slight agitation of the water, in its upward gush, wrought magically 
with these variegated pebbles, and made a continually shifting apparition of 
quaint figures, vanishing too suddenly to be definable.  Thence, swelling over 
the rim of moss-grown stones, the water stole away under the fence, through 
what we regret to call a gutter, rather than a channel.  Nor must we forget to 
mention a hen-coop of very reverend antiquity that stood in the farther corner of 
the garden, not a great way from the fountain.   It now contained only 
Chanticleer, his two wives, and a solitary chicken.  All of them were pure 
specimens of a breed which had been transmitted down as an heirloom in the 
Pyncheon family, and were said, while in their prime, to have attained almost the 
size of turkeys, and, on the score of delicate flesh, to be fit for a prince's table.  In 
proof of the authenticity of this legendary renown, Hepzibah could have 
exhibited the shell of a great egg, which an ostrich need hardly have been 
ashamed of.  Be that as it might, the hens were now scarcely larger than pigeons, 
and had a queer, rusty, withered aspect, and a gouty kind of movement, and a 
sleepy and melancholy tone throughout all the variations of their clucking and 
cackling. It was evident that the race had degenerated, like many a noble race 
besides, in consequence of too strict a watchfulness to keep it pure.  These 
feathered people had existed too long in their distinct variety; a fact of which the 
present representatives, judging by their lugubrious deportment, seemed to be 
aware.  They kept themselves alive, unquestionably, and laid now and then an 
egg, and hatched a chicken; not for any pleasure of their own, but that the world 
might not absolutely lose what had once been so admirable a breed of fowls.  The 
distinguishing mark of the hens was a crest of lamentably scanty growth, in 
these latter days, but so oddly and wickedly analogous to Hepzibah's turban, 
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colored: (adj) chromatic, black, tinged, 
tinted, colorful, dyed, coloured, 
partial, dark, bleached, biased. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, white, 
uncolored, unbiased, pale, objective, 
honest, genuine, real. 

definable: (adj) finite. 
degenerated: (adj) kinky, shabby, 

crumbly. 
gouty: (v) torminous; (adj) podagrous, 

podagrical, arthritical; (n) gout. 
gush: (n, v) flood, flow, spurt, jet,  

discharge, stream, rush, surge; (n) 
burst, effusion; (v) course. 

heirloom: (n) fixtures, antique, 
property, legacy, heritage, 
inheritance, principal, museum piece, 
plant, estate; (adj, n) valuable. 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable. 

lamentably: (adj, adv) sadly, woefully; 

(adv) pathetically, patheticly, pitiably, 
wretchedly, pitifully; (adj) grievously, 
piteously, sorely, painfully. 

mossy: (adj) floral, mosslike, moldy, 
hoary, musty, covered, musciform, 
stodgy, hoar, chromatic, canescent. 

paved: (adj) cobbled. 
watchfulness: (n) care, caution, 

alertness, heed, wariness, jealousy, 
attentiveness, attention, solicitude, 
concern, anxiety. ANTONYMS: (n) 
recklessness, inattentiveness. 
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that Phoebe--to the poignant distress of her conscience, but inevitably --was led 
to fancy a general resemblance betwixt these forlorn bipeds and her respectable 
relative.%

The girl ran into the house to get some crumbs of bread, cold potatoes, and 
other such scraps as were suitable to the accommodating appetite of fowls.  
Returning, she gave a peculiar call, which they seemed to recognize.  The chicken 
crept through the pales of the coop and ran, with some show of liveliness, to her 
feet; while Chanticleer and the ladies of his household regarded her with queer, 
sidelong glances, and then croaked one to another, as if communicating their 
sage opinions of her character.  So wise, as well as antique, was their aspect, as to 
give color to the idea, not merely that they were the descendants of a time-
honored race, but that they had existed, in their individual capacity, ever since 
the House of the Seven Gables was founded, and were somehow mixed up with 
its destiny.  They were a species of tutelary sprite, or Banshee; although winged 
and feathered differently from most other guardian angels. 

"Here, you odd little chicken!" said Phoebe; "here are some nice crumbs for 
you!" 

The chicken, hereupon, though almost as venerable in appearance as its, 
mother--possessing, indeed, the whole antiquity of its progenitors in miniature,--
mustered vivacity enough to flutter upward and alight on Phoebe's shoulder. 

"That little fowl pays you a high compliment!" said a voice behind Phoebe. 
Turning quickly, she was surprised at sight of a young man, who had found 

access into the garden by a door opening out of another gable than that whence 
she had emerged.  He held a hoe in his hand, and, while Phoebe was gone in 
quest of the crumbs, had begun to busy himself with drawing up fresh earth 
about the roots of the tomatoes. 

"The chicken really treats you like an old acquaintance," continued he in a 
quiet way, while a smile made his face pleasanter than Phoebe at first fancied it.  
"Those venerable personages in the coop, too, seem very affably disposed.  You 
are lucky to be in their good graces so soon! They have known me much longer, 
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affably: (adv) amiably, genially, 
agreeably, courteously, graciously, 
gently, happily, warmly, politely, 
pleasantly, cheerfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) nastily, rudely, frostily. 

coop: (n, v) pen; (n) birdcage, 
enclosure, jail, hutch, cell, henhouse, 
hencoop, gaol, cote; (v) impound. 

fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 
chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster. 

hereupon: (adv) immediately,  

whereupon, thereupon. 
liveliness: (adj, n) animation, 

briskness; (n) life, effervescence, 
buoyancy, exuberance, vigor, 
activity, agility, cheerfulness, 
enthusiasm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lethargy, awkwardness, lifelessness, 
laziness, sadness, apathy. 

progenitors: (n) lineage. 
sidelong: (adj) indirect, oblique, side, 

asquint, askance, askant; (adv) 
sideways, obliquely, askew, aslant,  

sideling. ANTONYM: (adj) direct. 
sprite: (n) fairy, imp, pixie, gnome, 

faerie, leprechaun, brownie, hob, 
ghost, nymph, dwarf. ANTONYM: 
(n) unfairness. 

tutelary: (adj, v) guardian; (adj) 
custodial, protective, patron; (n) God. 

vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, dullness, sluggishness. 
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but never honor me with any familiarity, though hardly a day passes without my 
bringing them food.  Miss Hepzibah, I suppose, will interweave the fact with her 
other traditions, and set it down that the fowls know you to be a Pyncheon!"%

"The secret is," said Phoebe, smiling, "that I have learned how to talk with 
hens and chickens." 

"Ah, but these hens," answered the young man,--"these hens of aristocratic 
lineage would scorn to understand the vulgar language of a barn-yard fowl.  I 
prefer to think--and so would Miss Hepzibah --that they recognize the family 
tone.  For you are a Pyncheon?" 

"My name is Phoebe Pyncheon," said the girl, with  a manner of some reserve; 
for she was aware that her new acquaintance could be no other than the 
daguerreotypist, of whose lawless propensities the old maid had given her a 
disagreeable idea.  "I did not know that my cousin Hepzibah's garden was under 
another person's care." 

"Yes," said Holgrave, "I dig, and hoe, and weed, in this black old earth, for the 
sake of refreshing myself with what little nature and simplicity may be left in it, 
after men have so long sown and reaped here.  I turn up the earth by way of 
pastime.  My sober occupation, so far as I have any, is with a lighter material.  In 
short, I make pictures out of sunshine; and, not to be too much dazzled with my 
own trade, I have prevailed with Miss Hepzibah to let me lodge in one of these 
dusky gables.  It is like a bandage over one's eyes, to come into it.  But would you 
like to see a specimen of my productions?" 

"A daguerreotype likeness, do you mean?" asked Phoebe with less reserve; 
for, in spite of prejudice, her own youthfulness sprang forward to meet his.  "I 
don't much like pictures of that sort,--they are so hard and stern; besides 
dodging away from the eye, and trying to escape altogether. They are conscious 
of looking very unamiable, I suppose, and therefore hate to be seen." 

"If you would permit me," said the artist, looking at Phoebe, "I should like to 
try whether the daguerreotype can bring out disagreeable traits on a perfectly 
amiable face.  But there certainly is truth in what you have said.  Most of my 
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dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, 
fascinated, unsighted. 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, friendly, 
amiable, inoffensive, acceptable, 
desirable, easygoing, happy, 
pleasing, sweet, nice. 

dodging: (n) dodge, evasion, escape,  

circumvention, selective shading, 
shirking, evading, elusion, shunning, 
pastime; (adj) shifty. 

interweave: (adj, v) interlace, 
intertwist; (v) entwine, plait, lace, 
twine, twist, intermingle, knit, 
interlard, weave. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undo, unweave, unpick. 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 
maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 

benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony. 

unamiable: (adj) uncharitable, 
unfeeling, vinegary, sour, 
disobliging, resembling vinegar, 
morose. 

whether: (pron) where. 
youthfulness: (n) juvenility, 

adolescence, younker, youngness, 
young person, young, spring chicken, 
puberty, jejuneness, immaturity, 
callowness. 
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likenesses do look unamiable; but the very sufficient reason, I fancy, is, because 
the originals are so.  There is a wonderful insight in Heaven's broad and simple 
sunshine.  While we give it credit only for depicting the merest surface, it 
actually brings out the secret character with a truth that no painter would ever 
venture upon, even could he detect it.  There is, at least, no flattery in my humble 
line of art.  Now, here is a likeness which I have taken over and over again, and 
still with no better result.  Yet the original wears, to common eyes, a very 
different expression.  It would gratify me to have your judgment on this 
character." 

He exhibited a daguerreotype miniature in a morocco case. Phoebe merely 
glanced at it, and gave it back.%

"I know the face," she replied; "for its stern eye has been following me about 
all day.  It is my Puritan ancestor, who hangs yonder in the parlor.  To be sure, 
you have found some way of copying the portrait without its black velvet cap 
and gray beard, and have given him a modern coat and satin cravat, instead of 
his cloak and band.  I don't think him improved by your alterations." 

"You would have seen other differences had you looked a little longer," said 
Holgrave, laughing, yet apparently much struck.  "I can assure you that this is a 
modern face, and one which you will very probably meet.  Now, the remarkable 
point is, that the original wears, to the world's eye,--and, for aught I know, to his 
most intimate friends,--an exceedingly pleasant countenance, indicative of 
benevolence, openness of heart, sunny good-humor, and other praiseworthy 
qualities of that cast.  The sun, as you see, tells quite another story, and will not 
be coaxed out of it, after half a dozen patient attempts on my part.  Here we have 
the man, sly, subtle, hard, imperious, and, withal, cold as ice.  Look at that eye! 
Would you like to be at its mercy? At that mouth! Could it ever smile? And yet, if 
you could only see the benign smile of the original! It is so much the More 
unfortunate, as he is a public character of some eminence, and the likeness was 
intended to be engraved." 

"Well, I don't wish to see it any more," observed Phoebe, turning away her 
eyes.  "It is certainly very like the old portrait.  But my cousin Hepzibah has 
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cravat: (n) neckerchief, neckcloth, 
stock, ascot, collar, handkerchief, 
scarf, neckwear, necktie, ruff. 

eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 
altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 
status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority. 

flattery: (n, v) cajolery; (n) blarney, 
compliment, adulation, taffy, palaver, 

praise, gloze, sweet talk, sycophancy, 
soft soap. ANTONYMS: (n) insult, 
offense. 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, 
accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint. 

imperious: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, authoritative, arbitrary, 
imperative, masterful, dictatorial, 
commanding, lordly, magisterial,  

despotic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
subservient. 

originals: (n) dead copy. 
phoebe: (n) quintet, quint, Phoebe 

bird, Phebe, fins, quintuplet, v, 
pentad, Louvre, louver, Little 
Phoebe. 

withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, however, even so, 
all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 
enough. 
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another picture,--a miniature.  If the original is still in the world, I think he might 
defy the sun to make him look stern and hard." 

"You have seen that picture, then!" exclaimed the artist, with an expression of 
much interest.  "I never did, but have a great curiosity to do so.  And you judge 
favorably of the face?" 

"There never was a sweeter one," said Phoebe.  "It is almost too soft and 
gentle for a man's." 

"Is there nothing wild in the eye?" continued Holgrave, so earnestly that it 
embarrassed Phoebe, as did also the quiet freedom with which he presumed on 
their so recent acquaintance.  "Is there nothing dark or sinister anywhere? Could 
you not conceive the original to have been guilty of a great crime?" 

"It is nonsense," said Phoebe a little impatiently, "for us to talk about a picture 
which you have never seen.  You mistake it for some other.  A crime, indeed! 
Since you are a friend of my cousin Hepzibah's, you should ask her to show you 
the picture." 

"It will suit my purpose still better to see the original," replied the 
daguerreotypist coolly.  "As to his character, we need not discuss its points; they 
have already been settled by a competent tribunal, or one which called itself 
competent.  But, stay! Do not go yet, if you please! I have a proposition to make 
you." 

Phoebe was on the point of retreating, but turned back, with some hesitation; 
for she did not exactly comprehend his manner, although, on better observation, 
its feature seemed rather to be lack of ceremony than any approach to offensive 
rudeness.  There was an odd kind of authority, too, in what he now proceeded to 
say, rather as if the garden were his own than a place to which he was admitted 
merely by Hepzibah's courtesy.%

"If agreeable to you," he observed, "it would give me pleasure to turn over 
these flowers, and those ancient and respectable fowls, to your care.  Coming 
fresh from country air and occupations, you will soon feel the need of some such 
out-of-door employment.  My own sphere does not so much lie among flowers.  
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defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, 
ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, 
withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, 
acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, 
accept. 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, solemnly, 
ardently, fervently, heartily, gravely, 
warmly, passionately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly. 

favorably: (adv, v) advantageously, 
fully, considerably; (adv) 
sympathetically, auspiciously, 
favourably, agreeably, aright, 
fortunately, luckily, usefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unhelpfully, 
disapprovingly, unfavorably, 
inauspiciously, disdainfully, ill, 
ominously, threateningly, unfriendly, 
unfortunately, unsuccessfully. 

presumed: (adj) supposed, reputed, 
putative, understood, alleged,  

probable, theoretical. 
retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 

back. 
rudeness: (n) disrespect, audacity, 

insolence, impudence, discourtesy, 
incivility, effrontery, bad manners, 
impoliteness, impropriety, 
primitiveness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
civility, refinement, propriety, 
courteousness, courtesy, decency, 
respect, diplomacy, praise, 
thoughtfulness, gentleness. 
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You can trim and tend them, therefore, as you please; and I will ask only the least 
trifle of a blossom, now and then, in exchange for all the good, honest kitchen 
vegetables with which I propose to enrich Miss Hepzibah's table.  So we will be 
fellow-laborers, somewhat on the community system." 

Silently, and rather surprised at her own compliance, Phoebe accordingly 
betook herself to weeding a flower-bed, but busied herself still more with 
cogitations respecting this young man, with whom she so unexpectedly found 
herself on terms approaching to familiarity.  She did not altogether like him.  His 
character perplexed the little country-girl, as it might a more practised observer; 
for, while the tone of his conversation had generally been playful, the impression 
left on her mind was that of gravity, and, except as his youth modified it, almost 
sternness.  She rebelled, as it were, against a certain magnetic element in the 
artist's nature, which he exercised towards her, possibly without being conscious 
of it.%

After a little while, the twilight, deepened by the shadows of the fruit-trees 
and the surrounding buildings, threw an obscurity over the garden. 

"There," said Holgrave, "it is time to give over work! That last stroke of the 
hoe has cut off a beanstalk.  Good-night, Miss Phoebe Pyncheon! Any bright 
day, if you will put one of those rosebuds in your hair, and come to my rooms in 
Central Street, I will seize the purest ray of sunshine, and make a picture of the 
flower and its wearer."  He retired towards his own solitary gable, but turned his 
head, on reaching the door, and called to Phoebe, with a tone which certainly 
had laughter in it, yet which seemed to be more than half in earnest. 

"Be careful not to drink at Maule's well!" said he.  "Neither drink nor bathe 
your face in it!" 

"Maule's well!" answered Phoebe.  "Is that it with the rim of mossy stones? I 
have no thought of drinking there,--but why not?" 

"Oh," rejoined the daguerreotypist, "because, like an old lady's cup of tea, it is 
water bewitched!" 
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bathe: (adj, v) steep, lave, immerse, 
soak; (v) take a bath, tub, clean, rinse, 
bath; (n, v) swim; (n) bathing. 
ANTONYMS: (v) smudge, stain, soil, 
dip. 

beanstalk: (adj) stem, slender, tall, 
lanky, thin, spare. 

deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered. 

enrich: (v) decorate, adorn, fertilize, 
beautify, ornament, develop, fatten, 
endow, better, cultivate; (n)  

enrichment. ANTONYMS: (v) 
impoverish, cheapen, degenerate, 
reduce, deplete, deteriorate. 

gable: (n) pediment, gable end, wall, 
gable wall, William Clark gable, bell 
gable, corbie gable, gavel, Clark 
gable. 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, involved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unperplexed,  

assured, clear, knowing. 
respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 

apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
(adj) relative, not absolute, 
pertaining, referring, loving. 

sternness: (n) harshness, rigor, 
strictness, austerity, rigour, asperity, 
inclemency, hardness, grimness, 
unpermissiveness, acrimony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, warmth, 
pleasantness, cheerfulness. 

stones: (n) shingle, grit. 
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He vanished; and Phoebe, lingering a moment, saw a glimmering light, and 
then the steady beam of a lamp, in a chamber of the gable.  On returning into 
Hepzibah's apartment of the house, she found the low-studded parlor so dim 
and dusky that her eyes could not penetrate the interior.  She was indistinctly 
aware, however, that the gaunt figure of the old gentlewoman was sitting in one 
of the straight-backed chairs, a little withdrawn from the window, the faint 
gleam of which showed the blanched paleness of her cheek, turned sideways 
towards a corner.%

"Shall I light a lamp, Cousin Hepzibah?" she asked. 
"Do, if you please, my dear child," answered Hepzibah.  "But put it on the 

table in the corner of the passage.  My eyes are weak; and I can seldom bear the 
lamplight on them." 

What an instrument is the human voice! How wonderfully responsive to 
every emotion of the human soul! In Hepzibah's tone, at that moment, there was 
a certain rich depth and moisture, as if the words, commonplace as they were, 
had been steeped in the warmth of her heart.  Again, while lighting the lamp in 
the kitchen, Phoebe fancied that her cousin spoke to her. 

"In a moment, cousin!" answered the girl.  "These matches just glimmer, and 
go out." 

But, instead of a response from Hepzibah, she seemed to hear the murmur of 
an unknown voice.  It was strangely indistinct, however, and less like articulate 
words than an unshaped sound, such as would be the utterance of feeling and 
sympathy, rather than of the intellect.  So vague was it, that its impression or 
echo in Phoebe's mind was that of unreality.  She concluded that she must have 
mistaken some other sound for that of the human voice; or else that it was 
altogether in her fancy. 

She set the lighted lamp in the passage, and again entered the parlor.  
Hepzibah's form, though its sable outline mingled with the dusk, was now less 
imperfectly visible.  In the remoter parts of the room, however, its walls being so 
ill adapted to reflect light, there was nearly the same obscurity as before. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blanched: (adj) ashen, colorless, white, 
bleached, bloodless, benevolent, wan, 
pale, lightened, fair, faded. 

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, inarticulate, 
faint, dull, fuzzy, indeterminate, 
hazy, neutral; (adj, n) confused, 
cloudy, dark. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clear, slight, separate, certain, precise, 
audible, strong, definite. 

indistinctly: (adv) vaguely, dimly, 
hazily, mistily, inarticulately, 
shadowily, obscurely, unclearly,  

fuzzily, confusedly, ambiguously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) precisely, 
audibly, coherently, distinctly. 

paleness: (adj, n) pallor; (n) pallidness, 
wanness, whiteness, achromasia, 
blondness, lividity, luridness, 
lividness, fairness, pale. ANTONYM: 
(n) strength. 

remoter: (adj) ulterior, further, more 
distant. 

sable: (adj) black, dark, dusky, sombre, 
murky, mournful; (n) ebony, fur,  

blackness, marten, pitch black. 
steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced. 
unreality: (n) irreality, cloud, 

falseness, imagination, immateriality, 
pointlessness, uselessness, futility, 
emptiness, nonexistence, hollowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reality, value, 
existence. 

unshaped: (adj) amorphous, 
unfashioned, inchoate, shapeless, 
unhewn, unshapen. ANTONYM: 
(adj) distinct. 
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"Cousin," said Phoebe, "did you speak to me just now?" 
"No, child!" replied Hepzibah.%

Fewer words than before, but with the same mysterious music in them! 
Mellow, melancholy, yet not mournful, the tone seemed to gush up out of the 
deep well of Hepzibah's heart, all steeped in its profoundest emotion.  There was 
a tremor in it, too, that --as all strong feeling is electric--partly communicated 
itself to Phoebe.  The girl sat silently for a moment.  But soon, her senses being 
very acute, she became conscious of an irregular respiration in an obscure corner 
of the room.  Her physical organization, moreover, being at once delicate and 
healthy, gave her a perception, operating with almost the effect of a spiritual 
medium, that somebody was near at hand. 

"My dear cousin," asked she, overcoming an indefinable reluctance, "is there 
not some one in the room with us?" 

"Phoebe, my dear little girl," said Hepzibah, after a moment's pause," you 
were up betimes, and have been busy all day.  Pray go to bed; for I am sure you 
must need rest.  I will sit in the parlor awhile, and collect my thoughts.  It has 
been my custom for more years, child, than you have lived!"  While thus 
dismissing her, the maiden lady stept forward, kissed Phoebe, and pressed her to 
her heart, which beat against the girl's bosom with a strong, high, and 
tumultuous swell.  How came there to be so much love in this desolate old heart, 
that it could afford to well over thus abundantly? 

"Goodnight, cousin," said Phoebe, strangely affected by Hepzibah's manner.  
"If you begin to love me, I am glad!" 

She retired to her chamber, but did not soon fall asleep, nor then very 
profoundly.  At some uncertain period in the depths of night, and, as it were, 
through the thin veil of a dream, she was conscious of a footstep mounting the 
stairs heavily, but not with force and decision.  The voice of Hepzibah, with a 
hush through it, was going up along with the footsteps; and, again, responsive to 
her cousin's voice, Phoebe heard that strange, vague murmur, which might be 
likened to an indistinct shadow of human utterance. 
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abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily. 

awhile: (adj) in transitu, en passant; 
(adv) briefly. 

betimes: (adv) early, soon, anon, rath, 
betime, ahead of time, rathe. 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj)  

bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, 
destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, 
overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) 
create, construct, build. 

indefinable: (adj) ineffable, 
unspeakable, vague, indeterminate, 
undefinable, inexpressible, elusive, 
indefinite, undefined, nondescript, 
equivocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
concrete, precise. 

overcoming: (adj) fortunate. 
respiration: (n) breathing, breath, 

breathe, aspiration, respire, 
inspiration, wind, breathing place, 
periodic breathing, panting, 
exercising. 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm. 
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CHAPTER  % V I I   

 
THE  GUEST  

 
 

WHEN Phoebe awoke,--which she did with the early twittering of the 
conjugal couple of robins in the pear-tree,--she heard movements below stairs, 
and, hastening down, found Hepzibah already in the kitchen.  She stood by a 
window, holding a book in close contiguity to her nose, as if with the hope of 
gaining an olfactory acquaintance with its contents, since her imperfect vision 
made it not very easy to read them.  If any volume could have manifested its 
essential wisdom in the mode suggested, it would certainly have been the one 
now in Hepzibah's hand; and the kitchen, in such an event, would forthwith 
have streamed with the fragrance of venison, turkeys, capons, larded partridges, 
puddings, cakes, and Christmas pies, in all manner of elaborate mixture and 
concoction.  It was a cookery book, full of innumerable old fashions of English 
dishes, and illustrated with engravings, which represented the arrangements of 
the table at such banquets as it might have befitted a nobleman to give in the 
great hall of his castle.  And, amid these rich and potent devices of the culinary 
art (not one of which, probably, had been tested, within the memory of any 
man's grandfather), poor Hepzibah was seeking for some nimble little titbit, 
which, with what skill she had, and such materials as were at hand, she might 
toss up for breakfast. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

concoction: (n) mixture, admixture, 
commixture, mix, combination, 
batter, medley, assortment, 
confection, fabrication; (n, v) 
digestion. 

conjugal: (adj, v) marital; (adj) 
connubial, nuptial, bridal, married, 
wedded, spousal, marriage, wedding, 
house, familial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, single, public, divorced. 

contiguity: (n) contact, vicinity, 
contiguousness, touch, closeness,  

proximity, abuttal, neighborhood, 
propinquity, approximation, liaison. 

hastening: (n) quickening, speed, 
hurrying, speeding up, faster, fast, 
stepping up. 

olfactory: (adj) olfact, odorous, 
sensory. 

partridges: (n) family Phasianidae, 
order Galliformes, curassows, 
Phasianidae, chickens, Galliformes, 
hoatzins, grouse. 

titbit: (adj, n) tidbit; (n) delicacy,  

kickshaw, taste, choice morsel, 
morsel, nectar, something fantastical, 
goody, kickshaws, ambrosia. 

turkeys: (n) order Galliformes, 
partridges, brush turkeys, chickens, 
curassows, Galliformes, hoatzins, 
pheasants, grouse, quails. 

twittering: (n) chirping, peeping, 
tweeting. 

venison: (adj) turtle; (n) beef, chicken, 
ham, lamb, mutton, pork, red meat, 
animal protein, white meat. 
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Soon, with a deep sigh, she put aside the savory volume, and inquired of 
Phoebe whether old Speckle, as she called one of the hens, had laid an egg the 
preceding day.  Phoebe ran to see, but returned without the expected treasure in 
her hand.  At that instant, however, the blast of a fish-dealer's conch was heard, 
announcing his approach along the street.  With energetic raps at the shop-
window, Hepzibah summoned the man in, and made purchase of what he 
warranted as the finest mackerel in his cart, and as fat a one as ever he felt with 
his finger so early in the season. Requesting Phoebe to roast some coffee,--which 
she casually observed was the real Mocha, and so long kept that each of the small 
berries ought to be worth its weight in gold,--the maiden lady heaped fuel into 
the vast receptacle of the ancient fireplace in such quantity as soon to drive the 
lingering dusk out of the kitchen.  The country-girl, willing to give her utmost 
assistance, proposed to make an Indian cake, after her mother's peculiar method, 
of easy manufacture, and which she could vouch for as possessing a richness, 
and, if rightly prepared, a delicacy, unequalled by any other mode of breakfast-
cake. Hepzibah gladly assenting, the kitchen was soon the scene of savory 
preparation.  Perchance, amid their proper element of smoke, which eddied forth 
from the ill-constructed chimney, the ghosts of departed cook-maids looked 
wonderingly on, or peeped down the great breadth of the flue, despising the 
simplicity of the projected meal, yet ineffectually pining to thrust their shadowy 
hands into each inchoate dish.  The half-starved rats, at any rate, stole visibly out 
of their hiding-places, and sat on their hind-legs, snuffing the fumy atmosphere, 
and wistfully awaiting an opportunity to nibble.%

Hepzibah had no natural turn for cookery, and, to say the truth, had fairly 
incurred her present meagreness by often choosing to go without her dinner 
rather than be attendant on the rotation of the spit, or ebullition of the pot.  Her 
zeal over the fire, therefore, was quite an heroic test of sentiment.  It was 
touching, and positively worthy of tears (if Phoebe, the only spectator, except the 
rats and ghosts aforesaid, had not been better employed than in shedding them), 
to see her rake out a bed of fresh and glowing coals, and proceed to broil the 
mackerel.  Her usually pale cheeks were all ablaze with heat and hurry.  She 
watched the fish with as much tender care and minuteness of attention as if,--we 
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assenting: (adj) assentient, consenting, 
acquiescent, unanimous, in accord, 
favorable; (n) agreement, accession, 
confession; (adv) consentingly; (v) 
agree. ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting. 

broil: (n) brawl, quarrel, fight, fray, 
feud, affray, clash; (adj, v) burn; (v) 
bake, parch; (n, v) scuffle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, refrigerate. 

ebullition: (n) boiling, ferment, choler, 
bile, dander; (adj, n) effervescence; (v) 
seethe, coction; (adj) seething, stir,  

splutter. 
fumy: (adj) smoky, hazy. 
inchoate: (adj) initial, undeveloped, 

rudimentary, inchoative, incomplete, 
shapeless, amorphous, disconnected, 
discontinuous; (v) under revision; (n) 
beginning. ANTONYM: (adj) mature.

ineffectually: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 
inefficiently, fruitlessly, vainly, 
inefficaciously, abortively, 
pointlessly, bootlessly, 
incompetently, ineptly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) competently, 
fruitfully, well, usefully, successfully, 
efficiently, admirably, convincingly. 

meagreness: (n) exiguity, poverty, 
spareness, leanness, deficiency, 
impoverishment, inadequacy, 
insufficiency, poorness, scantness, 
scantiness. 

minuteness: (n) diminutiveness, 
smallness, attention to detail, 
petiteness, tininess, weeness. 

wonderingly: (adv) quizzically. 
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know not how to express it otherwise,--as if her own heart were on the gridiron, 
and her immortal happiness were involved in its being done precisely to a turn! 

Life, within doors, has few pleasanter prospects than a neatly arranged and 
well-provisioned breakfast-table.  We come to it freshly, in the dewy youth of the 
day, and when our spiritual and sensual elements are in better accord than at a 
later period; so that the material delights of the morning meal are capable of 
being fully enjoyed, without any very grievous reproaches, whether gastric or 
conscientious, for yielding even a trifle overmuch to the animal department of 
our nature.  The thoughts, too, that run around the ring of familiar guests have a 
piquancy and mirthfulness, and oftentimes a vivid truth, which more rarely 
find their way into the elaborate intercourse of dinner.  Hepzibah's small and 
ancient table, supported on its slender and graceful legs, and covered with a 
cloth of the richest damask, looked worthy to be the scene and centre of one of 
the cheerfullest of parties.  The vapor of the broiled fish arose like incense from 
the shrine of a barbarian idol, while the fragrance of the Mocha might have 
gratified the nostrils of a tutelary Lar, or whatever power has scope over a 
modern breakfast-table.  Phoebe's Indian cakes were the sweetest offering of all,--
in their hue befitting the rustic altars of the innocent and golden age,--or, so 
brightly yellow were they, resembling some of the bread which was changed to 
glistening gold when Midas tried to eat it.  The butter must not be forgotten,--
butter which Phoebe herself had churned, in her own rural home, and brought it 
to her cousin as a propitiatory gift,--smelling of clover-blossoms, and diffusing 
the charm of pastoral scenery through the dark-panelled parlor.  All this, with 
the quaint gorgeousness of the old china cups and saucers, and the crested 
spoons, and a silver cream-jug (Hepzibah's only other article of plate, and shaped 
like the rudest porringer), set out a board at which the stateliest of old Colonel 
Pyncheon's guests need not have scorned to take his place.  But the Puritan's face 
scowled down out of the picture, as if nothing on the table pleased his appetite.%

By way of contributing what grace she could, Phoebe gathered some roses 
and a few other flowers, possessing either scent or beauty, and arranged them in 
a glass pitcher, which, having long ago lost its handle, was so much the fitter for 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, suitable, 
apropos, decent, condign, fitting, fit; 
(adj, v) proper; (n) feat; (v) meet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improper, 
unbecoming, unfitting, unsuitable. 

broiled: (adj) heated, baked, 
barbecued, done. 

damask: (n) fabric, napery, purple, 
magenta, red, fancier, cloth. 

delights: (n) delices. 
diffusing: (adj) disseminating, 

diffusive, scattering, disseminative. 

gorgeousness: (adj, n) brilliancy; (adj) 
bloom, radiance; (n) glory, 
magnificence, pomp, display, 
exquisiteness, good looks, 
attractiveness, loveliness. 

gridiron: (v) grill, grating, trellis, 
grille, tracery, reticle; (n, v) lattice; (n) 
football field, field, andiron, web. 

mirthfulness: (n) mirth, glee, 
gleefulness, gaiety, merriment, gloat, 
gloating, great merriment, malicious 
satisfaction. 

oftentimes: (adv) frequently, ofttimes, 
oft, frequent, repeatedly, much, a 
great deal. ANTONYM: (adv) rarely. 

piquancy: (n) pungency, zest, tang, 
flavour, spice, nip, taste, galvanism, 
flavor, bite; (adj) antithesis. 

propitiatory: (adj) conciliatory, 
conciliative, expiative, propitiative, 
apologetic. 

vapor: (n) fog, cloud, steam, haze, 
evaporation, vapour, fume; (adj, n) 
gas, air; (adj, v) bluster; (v) boast. 
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a %flower-vase.  The early sunshine--as fresh as that which peeped into Eve's 
bower while she and Adam sat at breakfast there--came twinkling through the 
branches of the pear-tree, and fell quite across the table. All was now ready.  
There were chairs and plates for three.   A chair and plate for Hepzibah,--the 
same for Phoebe,--but what other guest did her cousin look for? 

Throughout this preparation there had been a constant tremor in Hepzibah's 
frame; an agitation so powerful that Phoebe could see the quivering of her gaunt 
shadow, as thrown by the firelight on the kitchen wall, or by the sunshine on the 
parlor floor.  Its manifestations were so various, and agreed so little with one 
another, that the girl knew not what to make of it.  Sometimes it seemed an 
ecstasy of delight and happiness.  At such moments, Hepzibah would fling out 
her arms, and infold Phoebe in them, and kiss her cheek as tenderly as ever her 
mother had; she appeared to do so by an inevitable impulse, and as if her bosom 
were oppressed with tenderness, of which she must needs pour out a little, in 
order to gain breathing-room.  The next moment, without any visible cause for 
the change, her unwonted joy shrank back, appalled, as it were, and clothed 
itself in mourning; or it ran and hid itself, so to speak, in the dungeon of her 
heart, where it had long lain chained, while a cold, spectral sorrow took the place 
of the imprisoned joy, that was afraid to be enfranchised, --a sorrow as black as 
that was bright.  She often broke into a little, nervous, hysteric laugh, more 
touching than any tears could be; and forthwith, as if to try which was the most 
touching, a gush of tears would follow; or perhaps the laughter and tears came 
both at once, and surrounded our poor Hepzibah, in a moral sense, with a kind 
of pale, dim rainbow.  Towards Phoebe, as we have said, she was affectionate, --
far tenderer than ever before, in their brief acquaintance, except for that one kiss 
on the preceding night,--yet with a Continually recurring pettishness and 
irritability.  She would speak sharply to her; then, throwing aside all the 
starched reserve of her ordinary manner, ask pardon, and the next instant renew 
the just-forgiven injury. 

At last, when their mutual labor was all finished, she took Phoebe's hand in 
her own trembling one. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dungeon: (n, v) keep; (n) prison, cell, 
jail, penitentiary, fastness, oubliette, 
Bastille, bridewell, detention, house 
of correction. 

enfranchised: (v) constitutional, 
prescribed, ordained; (adj) free. 

infold: (v) envelop, embrace, double, 
wrap, wind, clasp, involve; (n) 
wreathe, lap; (n, v) encircle, twist. 

irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, 
choler, touchiness, temper, anger, 
irritation, peevishness, pettishness,  

testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
equanimity, cheeriness. 

pettishness: (n) irritability, surliness, 
snappishness, biliousness, 
fretfulness, petulance, temper, 
petulancy, mood, irritation, ill nature.

spectral: (adj) ghostly, phantasmal, 
apparitional, unearthly, ghostlike, 
supernatural, ghastly, shadowy, 
insubstantial, eerie, cadaverous. 

starched: (adj) formal, starch,  

punctilious, ceremonious, majestic, 
solemn, inflexible, prim, stately, 
severe, ritual. 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 

unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare, 
unusual, unused, infrequent, 
uncustomary, singular, 
extraordinary, scarce, unaccountable, 
remarkable. 
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"Bear with me, my dear child," she cried; "for truly my heart is full to the 
brim! Bear with me; for I love you, Phoebe, though I speak so roughly.  Think 
nothing of it, dearest child! By and by, I shall be kind, and only kind!" 

"My dearest cousin, cannot you tell me what has happened?" asked Phoebe, 
with a sunny and tearful sympathy.  "What is it that moves you so?" 

"Hush! hush! He is coming!" whispered Hepzibah, hastily wiping her eyes. 
"Let him see you first, Phoebe; for you are young and rosy, and cannot help 
letting a smile break out whether or no.  He always liked bright faces! And mine 
is old now, and the tears are hardly dry on it.  He never could abide tears.  There; 
draw the curtain a little, so that the shadow may fall across his side of the table! 
But let there be a good deal of sunshine, too; for he never was fond of gloom, as 
some people are.  He has had but little sunshine in his life,--poor Clifford, --and, 
oh, what a black shadow.  Poor, poor Clifford!" 

Thus murmuring in an undertone, as if speaking rather to her own heart 
than to Phoebe, the old gentlewoman stepped on tiptoe about the room, making 
such arrangements as suggested themselves at the crisis.%

Meanwhile there was a step in the passage-way, above stairs. Phoebe 
recognized it as the same which had passed upward, as through her dream, in 
the night-time.  The approaching guest, whoever it might be, appeared to pause 
at the head of the staircase; he paused twice or thrice in the descent; he paused 
again at the foot. Each time, the delay seemed to be without purpose, but rather 
from a forgetfulness of the purpose which had set him in motion, or as if the 
person's feet came involuntarily to a stand-still because the motive-power was 
too feeble to sustain his progress.  Finally, he made a long pause at the threshold 
of the parlor.  He took hold of the knob of the door; then loosened his grasp 
without opening it.  Hepzibah, her hands convulsively clasped, stood gazing at 
the entrance. 

"Dear Cousin Hepzibah, pray don't look so!" said Phoebe, trembling; for her 
cousin's emotion, and this mysteriously reluctant step, made her feel as if a ghost 
were coming into the room.  "You really frighten me! Is something awful going 
to happen?" 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brim: (n) rim, periphery, verge, edge, 
lip, hem, rand, margin, perimeter, 
brink, limit. 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions. 

dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, honey, 
lover, sweetheart, loved one, baby; 
(adj) precious, intimate, sweet. 

forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness,  

unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention. 

knob: (n) button, swelling, hump, 
knop, protuberance, grip, nub, lump, 
node, bump; (adj, n) bulb. 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled. 

murmuring: (n) murmuration, 
murmur, complaint, grumble,  

muttering, mutter, murmur vowel; 
(adj) whispering, humming, droning, 
murmurous. 

tearful: (adj) dolorous, maudlin, 
watery, weeping, teary, sad, 
dolourous, wet, whimpering, 
sorrowful; (v) mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, tearless. 

undertone: (n) undercurrent, murmur, 
tinge, nuance, whisper, suggestion, 
implication, connotation, overtone, 
association, hint. 
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"Hush!" whispered Hepzibah.  "Be cheerful! whatever may happen, be 
nothing but cheerful!" 

The final pause at the threshold proved so long, that Hepzibah, unable to 
endure the suspense, rushed forward, threw open the door, and led in the 
stranger by the hand.  At the first glance, Phoebe saw an elderly personage, in an 
old-fashioned dressing-gown of faded damask, and wearing his gray or almost 
white hair of an unusual length.  It quite overshadowed his forehead, except 
when he thrust it back, and stared vaguely about the room.  After a very brief 
inspection of his face, it was easy to conceive that his footstep must necessarily 
be such an one as that which, slowly and with as indefinite an aim as a child's 
first journey across a floor, had just brought him hitherward.  Yet there were no 
tokens that his physical strength might not have sufficed for a free and 
determined gait.  It was the spirit of the man that could not walk.  The expression 
of his countenance--while, notwithstanding it had the light of reason in it --
seemed to waver, and glimmer, and nearly to die away, and feebly to recover 
itself again.  It was like a flame which we see twinkling among half-extinguished 
embers; we gaze at it more intently than if it were a positive blaze, gushing 
vividly upward,--more intently, but with a certain impatience, as if it ought 
either to kindle itself into satisfactory splendor, or be at once extinguished.%

For an instant after entering the room, the guest stood still, retaining 
Hepzibah's hand instinctively, as a child does that of the grown person who 
guides it.  He saw Phoebe, however, and caught an illumination from her 
youthful and pleasant aspect, which, indeed, threw a cheerfulness about the 
parlor, like the circle of reflected brilliancy around the glass vase of flowers that 
was standing in the sunshine.  He made a salutation, or, to speak nearer the 
truth, an ill-defined, abortive attempt at curtsy.  Imperfect as it was, however, it 
conveyed an idea, or, at least, gave a hint, of indescribable grace, such as no 
practised art of external manners could have attained.  It was too slight to seize 
upon at the instant; yet, as recollected afterwards, seemed to transfigure the 
whole man. 
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curtsy: (n, v) bob, curtsey; (adj, n, v) 
courtesy, kowtow; (v) nod, kneel, 
bow submission, recognize; (n) 
obeisance; (adj) salaam, kotow. 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes. 

gushing: (adj) pouring, enthusiastic, 
burbly, alive to, burbling, emotional, 
effusive, garrulous, torrential; (n) 
sincere, passionate. ANTONYM: (adj) 
taciturn. 

ill-defined: (adj) unclear, ambiguous,  

vague, indistinct, obscure, fuzzy, 
loose, general, faint, hazy. 

salutation: (n, v) salute; (n) reception, 
hail, hello, welcome, address, 
compliment, hullo, recognition, 
interpellation, pax. 

splendor: (adj, n, v) brilliancy; (n) 
magnificence, pomp, sheen, lustre, 
luster, glory, ostentation, glitter; (n, v) 
brightness; (adj, n) radiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, 
ordinariness, paucity, austerity,  

understatement, shabbiness, 
simplicity, unattractiveness. 

transfigure: (v) metamorphose, 
change, transmogrify, transume, 
modify, convert, transmute, alter, 
transfigurate, transpose, translate. 
ANTONYM: (v) maintain. 

waver: (v) vacillate, fluctuate, hesitate, 
totter, hover, wave; (n, v) quiver, 
flicker, shake, flutter, tremble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resolve, continue. 
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"Dear Clifford," said Hepzibah, in the tone with which one soothes a 
wayward infant, "this is our cousin Phoebe,--little Phoebe Pyncheon,--Arthur's 
only child, you know.  She has come from the country to stay with us awhile; for 
our old house has grown to be very lonely now." 

"Phoebe--Phoebe Pyncheon?--Phoebe?" repeated the guest, with a strange, 
sluggish, ill-defined utterance.  "Arthur's child! Ah, I forget! No matter.  She is 
very welcome!" 

"Come, dear Clifford, take this chair," said Hepzibah, leading him to his 
place.  "Pray, Phoebe, lower the curtain a very little more. Now let us begin 
breakfast." 

The guest seated himself in the place assigned him, and looked strangely 
around.  He was evidently trying to grapple with the present scene, and bring it 
home to his mind with a more satisfactory distinctness.  He desired to be certain, 
at least, that he was here, in the low-studded, cross-beamed, oaken-panelled 
parlor, and not in some other spot, which had stereotyped itself into his senses.  
But the effort was too great to be sustained with more than a fragmentary 
success.  Continually, as we may express it, he faded away out of his place; or, in 
other words, his mind and consciousness took their departure, leaving his 
wasted, gray, and melancholy figure--a substantial emptiness, a material ghost--
to occupy his seat at table.  Again, after a blank moment, there would be a 
flickering taper-gleam in his eyeballs.  It betokened that his spiritual part had 
returned, and was doing its best to kindle the heart's household fire, and light up 
intellectual lamps in the dark and ruinous mansion, where it was doomed to be a 
forlorn inhabitant.%

At one of these moments of less torpid, yet still imperfect animation, Phoebe 
became convinced of what she had at first rejected as too extravagant and 
startling an idea.  She saw that the person before her must have been the original 
of the beautiful miniature in her cousin Hepzibah's possession.  Indeed, with a 
feminine eye for costume, she had at once identified the damask dressing-gown, 
which enveloped him, as the same in figure, material, and fashion, with that so 
elaborately represented in the picture. This old, faded garment, with all its 
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distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 
definition, otherness, perspicuity, 
discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness. 

elaborately: (adv) detailedly, fancily, 
laboredly, complicatedly, minutely, 
extensively, flamboyantly, knottily, 
ornamentally, involvedly, ornately. 
ANTONYM: (adv) simply. 

enveloped: (adj) convoluted, enclosed, 

cover, bounded, Byzantine, clothed, 
involved, misty, swallowed, 
vestured, emotionally involved. 

fragmentary: (adj) broken, scrappy, 
incomplete, partial, fragmental, 
unfinished, odd, fractionary, 
inconsiderable, fragmented; (adj, adv) 
piecemeal. ANTONYM: (adj) entire. 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, 
struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) hook; 
(n) grappling. 

stereotyped: (adj, v) commonplace, 
stock, trite; (adj) hackneyed, banal, 
stale, corny, stereotypical; (v) 
established, familiar, 
incontrovertible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
original, unconventional, fresh. 

wayward: (adj) contrary, disobedient, 
obstinate, stubborn, intractable, 
unruly, capricious; (adj, n) freakish, 
crotchety, wanton, fanciful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) controllable, 
good, manageable, biddable. 
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pristine brilliancy extinct, seemed, in some indescribable way, to translate the 
wearer's untold misfortune, and make it perceptible to the beholder's eye.  It was 
the better to be discerned, by this exterior type, how worn and old were the 
soul's more immediate garments; that form and countenance, the beauty and 
grace of which had almost transcended the skill of the most exquisite of artists.  It 
could the more adequately be known that the soul of the man must have suffered 
some miserable wrong, from its earthly experience.  There he seemed to sit, with 
a dim veil of decay and ruin betwixt him and the world, but through which, at 
flitting intervals, might be caught the same expression, so refined, so softly 
imaginative, which Malbone--venturing a happy touch, with suspended breath --
had imparted to the miniature! There had been something so innately 
characteristic in this look, that all the dusky years, and the burden of unfit 
calamity which had fallen upon him, did not suffice utterly to destroy it.%

Hepzibah had now poured out a cup of deliciously fragrant coffee, and 
presented it to her guest.  As his eyes met hers, he seemed bewildered and 
disquieted. 

"Is this you, Hepzibah?" he murmured sadly.  then, more apart, and perhaps 
unconscious that he was overheard, "How changed! how changed! And is she 
angry with me? Why does she bend her brow so?" 

Poor Hepzibah! It was that wretched scowl which time and her near-
sightedness, and the fret of inward discomfort, had rendered so habitual that any 
vehemence of mood invariably evoked it.  But at the indistinct murmur of his 
words her whole face grew tender, and even lovely, with sorrowful affection; the 
harshness of her features disappeared, as it were, behind the warm and misty 
glow. 

"Angry! she repeated; "angry with you, Clifford!" 
Her tone, as she uttered the exclamation, had a plaintive and really exquisite 

melody thrilling through it, yet without subduing a certain something which an 
obtuse auditor might still have mistaken for asperity. It was as if some 
transcendent musician should draw a soul-thrilling sweetness out of a cracked 
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asperity: (adj, n) acerbity; (n) austerity, 
hardship, rigor, bitterness, rigidity, 
severity, grimness, rigorousness, 
rigour, ruggedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, amenity, dullness, mildness, 
friendliness. 

disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, 
confused, anxious, agitated, 
distracted, broken, distressed. 

innately: (adv) congenitally, inbornly, 
natively, instinctively, inherently,  

inbredly, connately, hereditarily, 
intuitively; (adj, adv) essentially, 
intrinsically. 

obtuse: (adj) dim, stupid, dense, blunt, 
heavy, slow, insensitive, doltish, 
thick, dumb, simple. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bright, clever, perceptive, 
sensitive, intelligent, astute, acute, 
shrewd. 

plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 

lamentable. 
poured: (adj) concrete. 
subduing: (adj) aggressively haughty, 

conquering, domineering, insolent, 
overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, oppression. 

vehemence: (n) force, violence, fury, 
passion, eagerness, strength, 
impetuosity, enthusiasm, fierceness, 
heat, fervor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, meekness, serenity. 
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instrument, which makes its physical imperfection heard in the midst of ethereal 
harmony,--so deep was the sensibility that found an organ in Hepzibah's voice! 

"There is nothing but love, here, Clifford," she added,--"nothing but love! You 
are at home!" 

The guest responded to her tone by a smile, which did not half light up his 
face.  Feeble as it was, however, and gone in a moment, it had a charm of 
wonderful beauty.  It was followed by a coarser expression; or one that had the 
effect of coarseness on the fine mould and outline of his countenance, because 
there was nothing intellectual to temper it.  It was a look of appetite. He ate food 
with what might almost be termed voracity; and seemed to forget himself, 
Hepzibah, the young girl, and everything else around him, in the sensual 
enjoyment which the bountifully spread table afforded.  In his natural system, 
though high-wrought and delicately refined, a sensibility to the delights of the 
palate was probably inherent.  It would have been kept in check, however, and 
even converted into an accomplishment, and one of the thousand modes of 
intellectual culture, had his more ethereal characteristics retained their vigor.  
But as it existed now, the effect was painful and made Phoebe droop her eyes.%

In a little while the guest became sensible of the fragrance of the yet untasted 
coffee.  He quaffed it eagerly.  The subtle essence acted on him like a charmed 
draught, and caused the opaque substance of his animal being to grow 
transparent, or, at least, translucent; so that a spiritual gleam was transmitted 
through it, with a clearer lustre than hitherto. 

"More, more!" he cried, with nervous haste in his utterance, as if anxious to 
retain his grasp of what sought to escape him.  "This is what I need! Give me 
more!" 

Under this delicate and powerful influence he sat more erect, and looked out 
from his eyes with a glance that took note of what it rested on.  It was not so 
much that his expression grew more intellectual; this, though it had its share, 
was not the most peculiar effect.  Neither was what we call the moral nature so 
forcibly awakened as to present itself in remarkable prominence. But a certain 
fine temper of being was now not brought out in full relief, but changeably and 
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bountifully: (adj, adv) copiously, 
plenteously, abundantly; (adv) 
plentifully, freely, generously, 
liberally, profusely, handsomely, 
munificently, lavishly. 

changeably: (adv) variably, mutably, 
inconstantly, versatilely, erraticly, 
eccentrically, eccentricly, 
kaleidoscopically, randomly, 
untrustworthily, undependably. 

droop: (adj, v) decline; (v) dangle, wilt, 
hang, flag, sink, slump, loll, collapse; 

(n, v) sag, pine. ANTONYMS: (v) rise, 
bloom. 

ethereal: (adj) airy, celestial, 
unworldly, delicate, intangible, 
aeriform, spiritual, aery, vaporous, 
incorporeal, diaphanous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) earthly, heavy, 
indelicate, worldly, tangible, thick, 
robust, concrete. 

imperfection: (adj, n) frailty; (n) fault, 
blemish, defect, deficiency, flaw, 
weakness, disadvantage, vice, foible, 

shortcoming. ANTONYMS: (n) 
perfection, strength. 

palate: (n) gusto, savour, flavour, 
gustation, liking, tooth, taste, relish, 
roof of the mouth, smack, fancy. 

untasted: (adj) fuller, full, still full, 
untouched, unswayed. 

voracity: (n) rapacity, greed, gluttony, 
ravenousness, rapaciousness, 
esurience, greediness, eagerness, 
hunger, voraciousness, covetousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) moderation. 
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imperfectly betrayed, of which it was the function to deal with all beautiful and 
enjoyable things. In a character where it should exist as the chief attribute, it 
would bestow on its possessor an exquisite taste, and an enviable susceptibility 
of happiness.  Beauty would be his life; his aspirations would all tend toward it; 
and, allowing his frame and physical organs to be in consonance, his own 
developments would likewise be beautiful.  Such a man should have nothing to 
do with sorrow; nothing with strife; nothing with the martyrdom which, in an 
infinite variety of shapes, awaits those who have the heart, and will, and 
conscience, to fight a battle with the world. To these heroic tempers, such 
martyrdom is the richest meed in the world's gift.  To the individual before us, it 
could only be a grief, intense in due proportion with the severity of the 
infliction.  He had no right to be a martyr; and, beholding him so fit to be happy 
and so feeble for all other purposes, a generous, strong, and noble spirit would, 
methinks, have been ready to sacrifice what little enjoyment it might have 
planned for itself, --it would have flung down the hopes, so paltry in its regard,--
if thereby the wintry blasts of our rude sphere might come tempered to such a 
man.%

Not to speak it harshly or scornfully, it seemed Clifford's nature to be a 
Sybarite.  It was perceptible, even there, in the dark old parlor, in the inevitable 
polarity with which his eyes were attracted towards the quivering play of 
sunbeams through the shadowy foliage.  It was seen in his appreciating notice of 
the vase of flowers, the scent of which he inhaled with a zest almost peculiar to a 
physical organization so refined that spiritual ingredients are moulded in with 
it.  It was betrayed in the unconscious smile with which he regarded Phoebe, 
whose fresh and maidenly figure was both sunshine and flowers,--their essence, 
in a prettier and more agreeable mode of manifestation.  Not less evident was 
this love and necessity for the Beautiful, in the instinctive caution with which, 
even so soon, his eyes turned away from his hostess, and wandered to any 
quarter rather than come back.  It was Hepzibah's misfortune,--not Clifford's 
fault. How could he,--so yellow as she was, so wrinkled, so sad of mien, with 
that odd uncouthness of a turban on her head, and that most perverse of scowls 
contorting her brow,--how could he love to gaze at her? But, did he owe her no 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual 
perception, look. 

consonance: (n) conformity, concert, 
consistency, compatibility, consent, 
consentaneousness, harmony, tune, 
unison, unity, composition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissonance, 
discord. 

infliction: (adj) affliction; (n) 
punishment, annoyance, imposition, 
discipline, worry, penalty, nuisance, 
bother, hardship, misery. 

ingredients: (n) contents, element. 
inhaled: (adj) breathed in. 
maidenly: (adj) chaste, maidenlike, 

feminine, virgin, womanly, ladylike, 
virginal, wifely; (adv) virginly, firstly, 
initiatorily. 

meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 
hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 
recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 
pittance, reguerdon. 

methinks: (adv) meseems. 
sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light,  

daylight, rays. 
thereby: (adv) whereby, hereby. 
turban: (n) peruke, pelt, periwig, 

pillbox, toque, front, caftan, chignon, 
turbant, headgear, millinery. 

uncouthness: (n) coarseness, crudity, 
filthiness, bad manners, 
awkwardness, eccentricity, 
irregularity, vulgarity, tastelessness, 
strangeness, singularity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sophistication, 
purity, propriety. 
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affection for so much as she had silently given? He owed her nothing.  A nature 
like Clifford's can contract no debts of that kind.  It is--we say it without censure, 
nor in diminution of the claim which it indefeasibly possesses on beings of 
another mould--it is always selfish in its essence; and we must give it leave to be 
so, and heap up our heroic and disinterested love upon it so much the more, 
without a recompense.  Poor Hepzibah knew this truth, or, at least, acted on the 
instinct of it.  So long estranged from what was lovely as Clifford had been, she 
rejoiced--rejoiced, though with a present sigh, and a secret purpose to shed tears 
in her own chamber that he had brighter objects now before his eyes than her 
aged and uncomely features.  They never possessed a charm; and if they had, the 
canker of her grief for him would long since have destroyed it.%

The guest leaned back in his chair.  Mingled in his countenance with a 
dreamy delight, there was a troubled look of effort and unrest.  He was seeking 
to make himself more fully sensible of the scene around him; or, perhaps, 
dreading it to be a dream, or a play of imagination, was vexing the fair moment 
with a struggle for some added brilliancy and more durable illusion. 

"How pleasant!--How delightful!" he murmured, but not as if addressing any 
one.  "Will it last? How balmy the atmosphere through that open window! An 
open window! How beautiful that play of sunshine! Those flowers, how very 
fragrant! That young girl's face, how cheerful, how blooming!--a flower with the 
dew on it, and sunbeams in the dew-drops! Ah! this must be all a dream! A 
dream! A dream! But it has quite hidden the four stone walls" 

Then his face darkened, as if the shadow of a cavern or a dungeon had come 
over it; there was no more light in its expression than might have come through 
the iron grates of a prison window-still lessening, too, as if he were sinking 
farther into the depths.  Phoebe (being of that quickness and activity of 
temperament that she seldom long refrained from taking a part, and generally a 
good one, in what was going forward) now felt herself moved to address the 
stranger. 

"Here is a new kind of rose, which I found this morning in the garden," said 
she, choosing a small crimson one from among the flowers in the vase.  "There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

balmy: (adj) aromatic, fragrant, mild, 
clement, sweet, temperate, savory, 
benign, dotty, redolent, soft. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, blustery, 
chilly, normal, stable, stormy, 
wintery, wintry, inclement. 

canker: (n) cancer, corruption, blight; 
(v) corrode, erode; (adj, n) rot; (adj, v) 
pollute, vitiate; (adj) contaminate, 
poison, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
protect. 

cavern: (n) hollow, cove, vault, hole,  

enclosure, antrum, lair, antre, socket, 
den; (v) cavern out. 

dreading: (adj) anxious. 
lessening: (n) diminution, cutback, 

alleviation, contraction, abatement, 
mitigation, shrinking, reduction, cut; 
(adj) decreasing, diminishing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, 
restoration; (adj) increasing. 

quickness: (n) celerity, expedition, 
promptness, alacrity, agility, speed, 
dispatch, dexterity, fleetness, hurry,  

readiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awkwardness, delay, ineptness. 

uncomely: (adj) unbecoming, indecent, 
improper, unsightly, indecorous, 
unattractive; (adj, adv, n) homely; (adj, 
adv) unlovely, ugly; (adj, n) plain; 
(adv) improperly. 

vexing: (adj) irritating, infuriating, 
maddening, annoying, galling, 
troublesome, bothersome, 
aggravating, exasperating, irksome, 
pestiferous. 
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will be but five or six on the bush this season.  This is the most perfect of them 
all; not a speck of blight or mildew in it.  And how sweet it is!--sweet like no 
other rose! One can never forget that scent!" 

"Ah!--let me see!--let me hold it!" cried the guest, eagerly seizing the flower, 
which, by the spell peculiar to remembered odors, brought innumerable 
associations along with the fragrance that it exhaled.  "Thank you! This has done 
me good.  I remember how I used to prize this flower,--long ago, I suppose, very 
long ago!--or was it only yesterday? It makes me feel young again! Am I young? 
Either this remembrance is singularly distinct, or this consciousness strangely 
dim! But how kind of the fair young girl! Thank you! Thank you!" 

The favorable excitement derived from this little crimson rose afforded 
Clifford the brightest moment which he enjoyed at the breakfast-table.  It might 
have lasted longer, but that his eyes happened, soon afterwards, to rest on the 
face of the old Puritan, who, out of his dingy frame and lustreless canvas, was 
looking down on the scene like a ghost, and a most ill-tempered and ungenial 
one.  The guest made an impatient gesture of the hand, and addressed Hepzibah 
with what might easily be recognized as the licensed irritability of a petted 
member of the family.%

"Hepzibah!--Hepzibah!" cried he with no little force and distinctness, "why 
do you keep that odious picture on the wall? Yes, yes!--that is precisely your 
taste! I have told you, a thousand times, that it was the evil genius of the house!--
my evil genius particularly! Take it down, at once!" 

"Dear Clifford," said Hepzibah sadly, "you know it cannot be!" 
"Then, at all events," continued he, still speaking with some energy," pray 

cover it with a crimson curtain, broad enough to hang in folds, and with a golden 
border and tassels.  I cannot bear it! It must not stare me in the face!" 

"Yes, dear Clifford, the picture shall be covered," said Hepzibah soothingly.  
"There is a crimson curtain in a trunk above stairs,--a little faded and moth-eaten, 
I'm afraid,--but Phoebe and I will do wonders with it." 
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crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, scarlet, 
maroon; (v) blush, flush, redden; (adj) 
bloody, ruddy, cherry; (n) deep red. 

favorable: (adj) lucky, fortunate, 
propitious, prosperous, convenient, 
advantageous, encouraging, happy, 
helpful; (adj, v) friendly; (adj, n) 
kindly. ANTONYMS: (adj) adverse, 
negative, ominous, disapproving, 
inauspicious, detrimental, 
unfriendly, disagreeable, hindering, 
harmful, untimely. 

moth-eaten: (adj) shabby, obsolete, 
aged, old, threadbare, stale, outdated, 
boring, ancient, mangy, hackneyed. 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice. 

petted: (adj) cherished, domesticated, 
indulged, admired, cade. 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, uniquely, 

unusually, curiously, rarely, 
uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, adv) 
remarkably. 

soothingly: (adv) softly, quietly, 
calmingly, lullingly, lightly, tenderly, 
kindly, blandly, calmly, 
comfortingly, sedatively. 

speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; (n) 
blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, blemish, 
grain, mote, dot. ANTONYM: (n) lot. 

ungenial: (adj) indigestible, chill. 
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"This very day, remember" said he; and then added, in a low, self-
communing voice, "Why should we live in this dismal house at all? Why not go 
to the South of France?--to Italy?--Paris, Naples, Venice, Rome? Hepzibah will 
say we have not the means.  A droll idea that!" 

He smiled to himself, and threw a glance of fine sarcastic meaning towards 
Hepzibah.%

But the several moods of feeling, faintly as they were marked, through which 
he had passed, occurring in so brief an interval of time, had evidently wearied 
the stranger.  He was probably accustomed to a sad monotony of life, not so 
much flowing in a stream, however sluggish, as stagnating in a pool around his 
feet.  A slumberous veil diffused itself over his countenance, and had an effect, 
morally speaking, on its naturally delicate and elegant outline, like that which a 
brooding mist, with no sunshine in it, throws over the features of a landscape.  
He appeared to become grosser,--almost cloddish.  If aught of interest or beauty-
-even ruined beauty--had heretofore been visible in this man, the beholder might 
now begin to doubt it, and to accuse his own imagination of deluding him with 
whatever grace had flickered over that visage, and whatever exquisite lustre had 
gleamed in those filmy eyes. 

Before he had quite sunken away, however, the sharp and peevish tinkle of 
the shop-bell made itself audible.  Striking most disagreeably on Clifford's 
auditory organs and the characteristic sensibility of his nerves, it caused him to 
start upright out of his chair. 

"Good heavens, Hepzibah! what horrible disturbance have we now in the 
house?" cried he, wreaking his resentful impatience --as a matter of course, and a 
custom of old--on the one person in the world that loved him."  I have never 
heard such a hateful clamor! Why do you permit it? In the name of all 
dissonance, what can it be?" 

It was very remarkable into what prominent relief--even as if a dim picture 
should leap suddenly from its canvas--Clifford's character was thrown by this 
apparently trifling annoyance.  The secret was, that an individual of his temper 
can always be pricked more acutely through his sense of the beautiful and 
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beholder: (n) witness, looker, 
observer, onlooker, viewer, 
eyewitness, bystander, auditor, 
audile, passer by, watcher. 

clamor: (n, v) outcry, cry, clamour, 
hullabaloo, roar, shout; (n) noise, 
racket, uproar, exclamation, hubbub. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence, serenity, 
tranquility; (v) whisper, mutter. 

cloddish: (adj) stupid, boorish, 
churlish, gross, crude. 

deluding: (adj) commanding,  

circumventive, beguiling, false, 
imposing, hypocritical, fallacious, 
deceptive, delusive, misleading. 

droll: (adj) comical, humorous, funny, 
laughable, burlesque, ludicrous, 
ridiculous; (adj, n) comic, witty; (n) 
buffoon, clown. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dramatic, dull, grave, tragic, solemn. 

filmy: (adj) diaphanous, delicate, 
sheer, transparent, gauzy, fine, thin, 
vaporous, limpid, light, ethereal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) opaque, clear,  

thick, coarse, robust, heavy. 
peevish: (adj) fretful, fractious, 

morose, testy, irascible, moody, 
captious, petulant, cross, 
cantankerous, touchy. 

slumberous: (adj) soporific, 
somnolent, drowsy, sleepy, lethargic, 
quiet, somniferous, heavy, 
soporiferous, sluggish, torpid. 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate. 
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harmonious than through his heart.  It is even possible--for similar cases have 
often happened--that if Clifford, in his foregoing life, had enjoyed the means of 
cultivating his taste to its utmost perfectibility, that subtile attribute might, 
before this period, have completely eaten out or filed away his affections.  Shall 
we venture to pronounce, therefore, that his long and black calamity may not 
have had a redeeming drop of mercy at the bottom? 

"Dear Clifford, I wish I could keep the sound from your ears," said Hepzibah, 
patiently, but reddening with a painful suffusion of shame.  "It is very 
disagreeable even to me.  But, do you know, Clifford, I have something to tell 
you? This ugly noise,--pray run, Phoebe, and see who is there!--this naughty little 
tinkle is nothing but our shop-bell!" 

"Shop-bell!" repeated Clifford, with a bewildered stare.%

"Yes, our shop-bell," said Hepzibah, a certain natural dignity, mingled with 
deep emotion, now asserting itself in her manner. "For you must know, dearest 
Clifford, that we are very poor. And there was no other resource, but either to 
accept assistance from a hand that I would push aside (and so would you!) were 
it to offer bread when we were dying for it,--no help, save from him, or else to 
earn our subsistence with my own hands! Alone, I might have been content to 
starve.  But you were to be given back to me! Do you think, then, dear Clifford," 
added she, with a wretched smile, "that I have brought an irretrievable disgrace 
on the old house, by opening a little shop in the front gable? Our great-great-
grandfather did the same, when there was far less need! Are you ashamed of 
me?" 

"Shame! Disgrace! Do you speak these words to me, Hepzibah?" said 
Clifford,--not angrily, however; for when a man's spirit has been thoroughly 
crushed, he may be peevish at small offences, but never resentful of great ones.  
So he spoke with only a grieved emotion.  "It was not kind to say so, Hepzibah! 
What shame can befall me now?" 

And then the unnerved man--he that had been born for enjoyment, but had 
met a doom so very wretched--burst into a woman's passion of tears.  It was but 
of brief continuance, however; soon leaving him in a quiescent, and, to judge by 
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affections: (n) bosom. 
befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 

fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass. 

cultivating: (adj) educating, taming, 
humanizing, calming. 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted. 

irretrievable: (adj) irrecoverable, 
irremediable, irreversible, remediless, 
irreclaimable, irrevocable,  

unrecoverable, incurable, 
irredeemable, desperate; (v) 
indefeasible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, flexible, impermanent, 
temporary. 

perfectibility: (n) potentiality, 
capableness, capability. 

quiescent: (adj) dormant, calm, 
passive, inert, immovable, serene, 
immobile, latent, placid, stationary, 
quiet. ANTONYM: (adj) active. 

reddening: (n) flush, rubescence; (v)  

redden. 
suffusion: (n) pervasion, permeation, 

impregnation, spread, saturation, 
tint, stain, swimmingness, confusion, 
verecundity, fecundation. 

tinkle: (n, v) clink, tink, ting, ring, 
chink, chime, clank, buzz; (n) sound, 
clang; (v) peal. 

unnerved: (v) relaxed; (adj) enervated, 
afraid, alarmed, anxious, fearful, 
hysterical, scared, tense, terrified, 
timid. ANTONYM: (adj) confident. 
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his countenance, not an uncomfortable state.  From this mood, too, he partially 
rallied for an instant, and looked at Hepzibah with a smile, the keen, half-
derisory purport of which was a puzzle to her.%

"Are we so very poor, Hepzibah?" said he. 
Finally, his chair being deep and softly cushioned, Clifford fell asleep.  

Hearing the more regular rise and fall of his breath (which, however, even then, 
instead of being strong and full, had a feeble kind of tremor, corresponding with 
the lack of vigor in his character), --hearing these tokens of settled slumber, 
Hepzibah seized the opportunity to peruse his face more attentively than she 
had yet dared to do.  Her heart melted away in tears; her profoundest spirit sent 
forth a moaning voice, low, gentle, but inexpressibly sad.  In this depth of grief 
and pity she felt that there was no irreverence in gazing at his altered, aged, 
faded, ruined face.  But no sooner was she a little relieved than her conscience 
smote her for gazing curiously at him, now that he was so changed; and, turning 
hastily away, Hepzibah let down the curtain over the sunny window, and left 
Clifford to slumber there. 
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attentively: (adv) carefully, mindfully, 
watchfully, observantly, heedfully, 
vigilantly, cautiously, considerately, 
diligently, alertly, obligingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unhelpfully, 
neglectfully, abruptly, carelessly, 
hastily, casually. 

cushioned: (adj) spongy, cushiony. 
inexpressibly: (adv) unspeakably, 

indescribably, beyond words. 
irreverence: (n) blasphemy, profanity, 

impiety, disrespect, desecration,  

sacrilege, mockery, discourtesy, 
encroachment, hypocrisy, 
impertinence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reverence, piety, respect. 

moaning: (n, v) lamentation; (adj) 
groaning, whining, funereal, 
inarticulate, dirgeful; (n) 
complaining, mourning. 

peruse: (v) examine, look through, 
inspect, study, leaf, flip, flick, learn, 
review, to read, browse. ANTONYM: 
(v) skim. 

purport: (n, v) aim, amount; (n) intent, 
drift, intention, meaning, end, effect, 
design; (v) mean, propose. 

tokens: (n) decorations, discriminating 
marks, indications, indicia, insignia, 
signs, appearances, badges. 

tremor: (n, v) shiver, quake, shudder, 
shake; (n) agitation, vibration, 
earthquake, convulsion; (adj, v) 
flutter; (adj, n) trepidation; (v) 
tremble. 
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CHAPTER  V I I I   

 
THE  PYNCHEO N  OF  TO -DAY  

 
 

PHOEBE, on entering the shop, beheld there the already familiar face of the 
little devourer--if we can reckon his mighty deeds aright--of Jim Crow, the 
elephant, the camel, the dromedaries, and the locomotive.  Having expended his 
private fortune, on the two preceding days, in the purchase of the above 
unheard-of luxuries, the young gentleman's present errand was on the part of his 
mother, in quest of three eggs and half a pound of raisins. These articles Phoebe 
accordingly supplied, and, as a mark of gratitude for his previous patronage, and 
a slight super-added morsel after breakfast, put likewise into his hand a whale! 
The great fish, reversing his experience with the prophet of Nineveh, 
immediately began his progress down the same red pathway of fate whither so 
varied a caravan had preceded him.  This remarkable urchin, in truth, was the 
very emblem of old Father Time, both in respect of his all-devouring appetite for 
men and things, and because he, as well as Time, after ingulfing thus much of 
creation, looked almost as youthful as if he had been just that moment made.%

After partly closing the door, the child turned back, and mumbled something 
to Phoebe, which, as the whale was but half disposed of, she could not perfectly 
understand. 

"What did you say, my little fellow?" asked she. 
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camel: (adj, n) beige; (n) Camel's hair, 
elephant, llama, artiodactyl mammal; 
(adj) Manila, fawn. 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious. 

emblem: (n) flag, type, device, 
allegory, character, crest, sign, badge, 
figure, ensign, symbol. 

errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work. 

expended: (adj) spent, finished, dead, 
departed, unpursed, bypast, bygone, 
deceased, gone, completely 
exhausted; (v) expending. 

mumbled: (adj) inaudible, faint, 
broken, slurred, thick, garbled, 
unintelligible, muffled, low, 
incomprehensible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, distinct. 

pathway: (n) lane, road, path, 
footpath, course, trail, alley, highway, 
way, tract, track. 

prophet: (n) augur, oracle, vaticinator, 
seer, predictor, diviner, forecaster, 
visionary, foreteller, priest, 
clairvoyant. 

reversing: (n) overturning, 
renversement, cancellation. 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for. 
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"Mother wants to know" repeated Ned Higgins more distinctly, "how Old 
Maid Pyncheon's brother does? Folks say he has got home." 

"My cousin Hepzibah's brother?" exclaimed Phoebe, surprised at this sudden 
explanation of the relationship between Hepzibah and her guest."  Her brother! 
And where can he have been?" 

The little boy only put his thumb to his broad snub-nose, with that look of 
shrewdness which a child, spending much of his time in the street.  so soon 
learns to throw over his features, however unintelligent in themselves.  Then as 
Phoebe continued to gaze at him, without answering his mother's message, he 
took his departure.%

As the child went down the steps, a gentleman ascended them, and made his 
entrance into the shop.  It was the portly, and, had it possessed the advantage of 
a little more height, would have been the stately figure of a man considerably in 
the decline of life, dressed in a black suit of some thin stuff, resembling 
broadcloth as closely as possible.  A gold-headed cane, of rare Oriental wood, 
added materially to the high respectability of his aspect, as did also a neckcloth 
of the utmost snowy purity, and the conscientious polish of his boots.  His dark, 
square countenance, with its almost shaggy depth of eyebrows, was naturally 
impressive, and would, perhaps, have been rather stern, had not the gentleman 
considerately taken upon himself to mitigate the harsh effect by a look of 
exceeding good-humor and benevolence.  Owing, however, to a somewhat 
massive accumulation of animal substance about the lower region of his face, the 
look was, perhaps, unctuous rather than spiritual, and had, so to speak, a kind of 
fleshly effulgence, not altogether so satisfactory as he doubtless intended it to 
be.  A susceptible observer, at any rate, might have regarded it as affording very 
little evidence of the general benignity of soul whereof it purported to be the 
outward reflection.  And if the observer chanced to be ill-natured, as well as 
acute and susceptible, he would probably suspect that the smile on the 
gentleman's face was a good deal akin to the shine on his boots, and that each 
must have cost him and his boot-black, respectively, a good deal of hard labor to 
bring out and preserve them. 
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benignity: (n) kindliness, benignancy, 
favor, graciousness, tenderness, 
friendliness, amiability, benefaction; 
(adj, n) kindness, humanity; (adj) 
beneficence. 

broadcloth: (n) fabric. 
considerately: (adv) thoughtfully, 

attentively, politely, obligingly, 
discreetly, solicitously, humanely, 
circumspectly, courteously, 
graciously, sympathetically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unkindly, rudely, 

thoughtlessly, tactlessly, 
inconsiderately, uncooperatively, 
cruelly, harshly, insensitively. 

effulgence: (n) brilliance, brightness, 
radiancy, glow, radiance, luster, 
burnish, glory, shine, sheen, 
refulgence. 

fleshly: (adj) animal, bodily, sensual, 
physical, corporeal, voluptuous, 
lustful, lascivious; (adv) carnally, 
sensually; (adj, adv) worldly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) spiritual. 

ill-natured: (adj) cantankerous, 
peevish, sour, surly, catty, crabbed, 
gruff, disagreeable, malignant, 
malicious, malevolent. 

neckcloth: (n) neckerchief, scarf, 
handkerchief, gunstock, broth, 
caudex, descent, farm animal, breed, 
gillyflower, inventory. 

purported: (adj) ostensible, pretended, 
supposed, nominal, so-called. 

regarded: (adj) reputed. 
wants: (n) need, necessities. 
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As the stranger entered the little shop, where the projection of the second 
story and the thick foliage of the elm-tree, as well as the commodities at the 
window, created a sort of gray medium, his smile grew as intense as if he had set 
his heart on counteracting the whole gloom of the atmosphere (besides any 
moral gloom pertaining to Hepzibah and her inmates) by the unassisted light of 
his countenance.  On perceiving a young rose-bud of a girl, instead of the gaunt 
presence of the old maid, a look of surprise was manifest.  He at first knit his 
brows; then smiled with more unctuous benignity than ever.%

"Ah, I see how it is!" said he in a deep voice,--a voice which, had it come from 
the throat of an uncultivated man, would have been gruff, but, by dint of careful 
training, was now sufficiently agreeable,--"I was not aware that Miss Hepzibah 
Pyncheon had commenced business under such favorable auspices.  You are her 
assistant, I suppose?" 

"I certainly am," answered Phoebe, and added, with a little air of lady-like 
assumption (for, civil as the gentleman was, he evidently took her to be a young 
person serving for wages), "I am a cousin of Miss Hepzibah, on a visit to her." 

"Her cousin?--and from the country? Pray pardon me, then," said the 
gentleman, bowing and smiling, as Phoebe never had been bowed to nor smiled 
on before; "in that case, we must be better acquainted; for, unless I am sadly 
mistaken, you are my own little kinswoman likewise! Let me see,--Mary?--
Dolly?--Phoebe? --yes, Phoebe is the name! Is it possible that you are Phoebe 
Pyncheon, only child of my dear cousin and classmate, Arthur? Ah, I see your 
father now, about your mouth! Yes, yes! we must be better acquainted! I am your 
kinsman, my dear.  Surely you must have heard of Judge Pyncheon?" 

As Phoebe curtsied in reply, the Judge bent forward, with the pardonable 
and even praiseworthy purpose--considering the nearness of blood and the 
difference of age--of bestowing on his young relative a kiss of acknowledged 
kindred and natural affection.  Unfortunately (without design, or only with such 
instinctive design as gives no account of itself to the intellect) Phoebe, just at the 
critical moment, drew back; so that her highly respectable kinsman, with his 
body bent over the counter and his lips protruded, was betrayed into the rather 
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brows: (n) brow. 
classmate: (n) classfellow, 

schoolfellow, schoolmate, class 
fellow, mate, acquaintance, friend, 
school child. 

counteracting: (adj) antagonist, 
antagonistic, corrective. 

dint: (v) indent; (n) indentation, blow, 
strength, percussion, agency, hollow, 
depression, might, impression; (adj) 
delve. 

kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin,  

kindred, kinswoman, description, 
forefather, countryman, detail, 
consanguinity; (v) confederate. 

nearness: (n) closeness, contiguity, 
vicinity, familiarity, adjacency, 
proximity, propinquity, presence, 
immediacy, neighborhood, nearby. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, farness, 
remoteness. 

pardonable: (adj, v) defensible; (adj) 
forgivable, justifiable, venial, 
remissible, allowed, not heinous,  

understandable, veniable, explicable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unpardonable. 

protruded: (adj) extant, outstanding. 
unassisted: (adj) alone, unbacked; (v) 

unsupported, unstrengthened; (adv) 
single-handed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
assisted. 

uncultivated: (adj) savage, ignorant, 
uneducated, wild, fresh, uncivilized, 
rude, untutored, uncultured, artless, 
lowbrow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cultivated, familiar, refined. 
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absurd predicament of kissing the empty air.  It was a modern parallel to the case 
of Ixion embracing a cloud, and was so much the more ridiculous as the Judge 
prided himself on eschewing all airy matter, and never mistaking a shadow for 
a substance.  The truth was,--and it is Phoebe's only excuse,--that, although Judge 
Pyncheon's glowing benignity might not be absolutely unpleasant to the 
feminine beholder, with the width of a street, or even an ordinary-sized room, 
interposed between, yet it became quite too intense, when this dark, full-fed 
physiognomy (so roughly bearded, too, that no razor could ever make it 
smooth) sought to bring itself into actual contact with the object of its regards.  
The man, the sex, somehow or other, was entirely too prominent in the Judge's 
demonstrations of that sort.  Phoebe's eyes sank, and, without knowing why, she 
felt herself blushing deeply under his look.   Yet she had been kissed before, and 
without any particular squeamishness, by perhaps half a dozen different cousins, 
younger as well as older than this dark-browned, grisly-bearded, white-neck-
clothed, and unctuously-benevolent Judge! Then, why not by him? 

On raising her eyes, Phoebe was startled by the change in Judge Pyncheon's 
face.  It was quite as striking, allowing for the difference of scale, as that betwixt 
a landscape under a broad sunshine and just before a thunder-storm; not that it 
had the passionate intensity of the latter aspect, but was cold, hard, immitigable, 
like a day-long brooding cloud.%

"Dear me! what is to be done now?" thought the country-girl to herself."  He 
looks as if there were nothing softer in him than a rock, nor milder than the east 
wind! I meant no harm! Since he is really my cousin, I would have let him kiss 
me, if I could!" 

Then, all at once, it struck Phoebe that this very Judge Pyncheon was the 
original of the miniature which the daguerreotypist had shown her in the 
garden, and that the hard, stern, relentless look, now on his face, was the same 
that the sun had so inflexibly persisted in bringing out.  Was it, therefore, no 
momentary mood, but, however skilfully concealed, the settled temper of his 
life? And not merely so, but was it hereditary in him, and transmitted down, as a 
precious heirloom, from that bearded ancestor, in whose picture both the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate. 

blushing: (adj) rosy, coy, blushful, 
flushed, red, shy, bashful, 
overmodest, ruddy; (adv) blushingly, 
ablush. ANTONYM: (adj) pale. 

brooding: (adj) pondering, thoughtful, 
contemplative, hatching, meditative, 
pensive, wistful; (v) brewing, 
batching; (n) chick management,  

parturition. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, cheerful. 

eschewing: (n) renunciation. 
inflexibly: (adv) firmly, 

uncompromisingly, unbendingly, 
obstinately, rigidly, stubbornly, 
unalterably, inelastically, 
unwaveringly, strictly, sternly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) amenably, 
flexibly, loosely, helpfully, gently. 

interposed: (adj) interjacent, 
intercedent, intervenient,  

parenthetical, intermediate colors, 
mediate. 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading. 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy. 
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expression and, to a singular degree, the features of the modern Judge were 
shown as by a kind of prophecy? A deeper philosopher than Phoebe might have 
found something very terrible in this idea.  It implied that the weaknesses and 
defects, the bad passions, the mean tendencies, and the moral diseases which 
lead to crime are handed down from one generation to another, by a far surer 
process of transmission than human law has been able to establish in respect to 
the riches and honors which it seeks to entail upon posterity.%

But, as it happened, scarcely had Phoebe's eyes rested again on the Judge's 
countenance than all its ugly sternness vanished; and she found herself quite 
overpowered by the sultry, dog-day heat, as it were, of benevolence, which this 
excellent man diffused out of his great heart into the surrounding atmosphere,--
very much like a serpent, which, as a preliminary to fascination, is said to fill the 
air with his peculiar odor. 

"I like that, Cousin Phoebe!" cried he, with an emphatic nod of approbation.  
"I like it much, my little cousin! You are a good child, and know how to take care 
of yourself.  A young girl--especially if she be a very pretty one--can never be too 
chary of her lips." 

"Indeed, sir," said Phoebe, trying to laugh the matter off, "I did not mean to be 
unkind." 

Nevertheless, whether or no it were entirely owing to the inauspicious 
commencement of their acquaintance, she still acted under a certain reserve, 
which was by no means customary to her frank and genial nature.  The fantasy 
would not quit her, that the original Puritan, of whom she had heard so many 
sombre traditions, --the progenitor of the whole race of New England Pyncheons, 
the founder of the House of the Seven Gables, and who had died so strangely in 
it,--had now stept into the shop.  In these days of off-hand equipment, the matter 
was easily enough arranged.  On his arrival from the other world, he had merely 
found it necessary to spend a quarter of an hour at a barber's, who had trimmed 
down the Puritan's full beard into a pair of grizzled whiskers, then, patronizing 
a ready-made clothing establishment, he had exchanged his velvet doublet and 
sable cloak, with the richly worked band under his chin, for a white collar and 
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chary: (adj) careful, cagey, cagy, 
guarded, frugal, wary, reluctant, safe, 
stingy, watchful, illiberal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) careless, rash, 
imprudent, reckless, heedless, 
trusting, forgetful, unwary, eager. 

diffused: (adj) spread, dispersed, dim, 
distributed, softened. 

doublet: (n) pair, couple, waistcoat, 
CHUDDER, barbe, gabardine, 
double, jacket, jubbah, oilskins, 
camisole. 

grizzled: (adj) grey, gray, old, brunet, 
grisled, grayish, brunette. 

honors: (n) formality. 
overpowered: (adj) beaten, conquered, 

inundated, engulfed, flooded, routed, 
vanquished, subdued, subjugated, 
overflowing, mild. 

patronizing: (adj) condescending, 
haughty, patronising, superior, 
arrogant, snobbish, arch, 
supercilious; (v) patronize; (n) 
patronage; (adv) patronizingly.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
deferential, modest. 

rested: (adj) comfortable. 
sultry: (adj) hot, humid, muggy, 

oppressive, stifling, sticky, ardent, 
sensual, stuffy, sweltering, torrid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, cool, cold, 
temperate, dry. 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards. 
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cravat, %coat, vest, and pantaloons; and lastly, putting aside his steel-hilted 
broadsword to take up a gold-headed cane, the Colonel Pyncheon of two 
centuries ago steps forward as the Judge of the passing moment! 

Of course, Phoebe was far too sensible a girl to entertain this idea in any other 
way than as matter for a smile.  Possibly, also, could the two personages have 
stood together before her eye, many points of difference would have been 
perceptible, and perhaps only a general resemblance.  The long lapse of 
intervening years, in a climate so unlike that which had fostered the ancestral 
Englishman, must inevitably have wrought important changes in the physical 
system of his descendant.  The Judge's volume of muscle could hardly be the 
same as the Colonel's; there was undoubtedly less beef in him.  Though looked 
upon as a weighty man among his contemporaries in respect of animal 
substance, and as favored with a remarkable degree of fundamental 
development, well adapting him for the judicial bench, we conceive that the 
modern Judge Pyncheon, if weighed in the same balance with his ancestor, 
would have required at least an old-fashioned fifty-six to keep the scale in 
equilibrio.  Then the Judge's face had lost the ruddy English hue that showed its 
warmth through all the duskiness of the Colonel's weather-beaten cheek, and 
had taken a sallow shade, the established complexion of his countrymen.  If we 
mistake not, moreover, a certain quality of nervousness had become more or less 
manifest, even in so solid a specimen of Puritan descent as the gentleman now 
under discussion.  As one of its effects, it bestowed on his countenance a quicker 
mobility than the old Englishman's had possessed, and keener vivacity, but at 
the expense of a sturdier something, on which these acute endowments seemed 
to act like dissolving acids. This process, for aught we know, may belong to the 
great system of human progress, which, with every ascending footstep, as it 
diminishes the necessity for animal force, may be destined gradually to 
spiritualize us, by refining away our grosser attributes of body.  If so, Judge 
Pyncheon could endure a century or two more of such refinement as well as 
most other men. 
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broadsword: (n) steel, backsword, 
glaive, blade, brand, claymore, saber.

dissolving: (n) dissolution, breakup, 
dissipation, disintegration, 
destruction, cancellation, 
adjournment; (adj) solvent, diffluent, 
deliquescent. 

endowments: (n) beneficence, 
accomplishments, advantage. 

fostered: (adj) nourished. 
keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 

repeater. 

perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible. 

refining: (n) purification, 
decontamination, cleansing, nuance, 
nicety, polish, processing; (v) clarify, 
refine, explain; (adj) educating. 

ruddy: (adj) cherry, rubicund, rosy,  

flushed, florid, sanguine, reddish, 
glowing, blooming, crimson; (adj, 
adv) blushing. 

sallow: (adj) pasty, pallid, bloodless, 
sickly, wan, ashen, fair, white, tawny, 
sandy; (n) osier. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dark, glowing. 

spiritualize: (v) spiritualise, 
disembody, glorify, sanctify, 
interpret, civilize, construe, 
transfigure, metamorphose. 
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The similarity, intellectual and moral, between the Judge and his ancestor 
appears to have been at least as strong as the resemblance of mien and feature 
would afford reason to anticipate.  In old Colonel Pyncheon's funeral discourse 
the clergyman absolutely canonized his deceased parishioner, and opening, as it 
were, a vista through the roof of the church, and thence through the firmament 
above, showed him seated, harp in hand, among the crowned choristers of the 
spiritual world.  On his tombstone, too, the record is highly eulogistic; nor does 
history, so far as he holds a place upon its page, assail the consistency and 
uprightness of his character.  So also, as regards the Judge Pyncheon of to-day, 
neither clergyman, nor legal critic, nor inscriber of tombstones, nor historian of 
general or local politics, would venture a word against this eminent person's 
sincerity as a Christian, or respectability as a man, or integrity as a judge, or 
courage and faithfulness as the often-tried representative of his political party.  
But, besides these cold, formal, and empty words of the chisel that inscribes, the 
voice that speaks, and the pen that writes, for the public eye and for distant 
time,--and which inevitably lose much of their truth and freedom by the fatal 
consciousness of so doing,--there were traditions about the ancestor, and private 
diurnal gossip about the Judge, remarkably accordant in their testimony.  It is 
often instructive to take the woman's, the private and domestic, view of a public 
man; nor can anything be more curious than the vast discrepancy between 
portraits intended for engraving and the pencil-sketches that pass from hand to 
hand behind the original's back.%

For example:  tradition affirmed that the Puritan had been greedy of wealth; 
the Judge, too, with all the show of liberal expenditure, was said to be as close-
fisted as if his gripe were of iron.  The ancestor had clothed himself in a grim 
assumption of kindliness, a rough heartiness of word and manner, which most 
people took to be the genuine warmth of nature, making its way through the 
thick and inflexible hide of a manly character.  His descendant, in compliance 
with the requirements of a nicer age, had etherealized this rude benevolence into 
that broad benignity of smile wherewith he shone like a noonday sun along the 
streets, or glowed like a household fire in the drawing-rooms of his private 
acquaintance.  The Puritan --if not belied by some singular stories, murmured, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accordant: (adj) consonant, consistent, 
compatible, congruous, conformable, 
agreeable, concordant, consentient, 
unanimous, suitable; (adj, v) 
congenial. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discordant. 

assail: (n, v) assault; (v) invade, 
bombard, molest, raid, hit, beset, 
besiege, strike, storm, impugn. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
champion, support, protect. 

canonized: (adj) glorified, authorized. 

close-fisted: (adj) miserly, grasping, 
covetous, thrifty. 

eulogistic: (adj, v) commendatory, 
laudatory, panegyrical; (adj) 
encomiastic, eulogistical, glowing, 
epenetic, encomiastical; (v) 
benedictory, lavish of praise, 
uncritical. 

heartiness: (n) eagerness, fervor, 
geniality, zeal, sincerity, 
wholeheartedness, inwardness, 
ardor, avidity, craving; (adj, n)  

hospitality. 
parishioner: (n) layman, parishen, 

catechumen, churchgoer, church 
member. 

tombstone: (n) headstone, monument, 
stone, memorial, marker, keystone. 

uprightness: (adj, n) honesty, 
rectitude, fairness, honor, right, 
fidelity, probity, candor, equity; (n) 
morality, truth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
debauchery, wickedness, decadence, 
dishonesty, immorality, indecency. 
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even at this day, under the narrator's breath--had fallen into certain 
transgressions to which men of his great animal development, whatever their 
faith or principles, must continue liable, until they put off impurity, along with 
the gross earthly substance that involves it.  We must not stain our page with any 
contemporary scandal, to a similar purport, that may have been whispered 
against the Judge.  The Puritan, again, an autocrat in his own household, had 
worn out three wives, and, merely by the remorseless weight and hardness of 
his character in the conjugal relation, had sent them, one after another, broken-
hearted, to their graves.  Here the parallel, in some sort, fails.  The Judge had 
wedded but a single wife, and lost her in the third or fourth year of their 
marriage.  There was a fable, however,--for such we choose to consider it, 
though, not impossibly, typical of Judge Pyncheon's marital deportment,--that 
the lady got her death-blow in the honeymoon, and never smiled again, because 
her husband compelled her to serve him with coffee every morning at his 
bedside, in token of fealty to her liege-lord and master.%

But it is too fruitful a subject, this of hereditary resemblances, --the frequent 
recurrence of which, in a direct line, is truly unaccountable, when we consider 
how large an accumulation of ancestry lies behind every man at the distance of 
one or two centuries.  We shall only add, therefore, that the Puritan--so, at least, 
says chimney-corner tradition, which often preserves traits of character with 
marvellous fidelity--was bold, imperious, relentless, crafty; laying his purposes 
deep, and following them out with an inveteracy of pursuit that knew neither 
rest nor conscience; trampling on the weak, and, when essential to his ends, 
doing his utmost to beat down the strong.  Whether the Judge in any degree 
resembled him, the further progress of our narrative may show. 

Scarcely any of the items in the above-drawn parallel occurred to Phoebe, 
whose country birth and residence, in truth, had left her pitifully ignorant of 
most of the family traditions, which lingered, like cobwebs and incrustations of 
smoke, about the rooms and chimney-corners of the House of the Seven Gables.  
Yet there was a circumstance, very trifling in itself, which impressed her with an 
odd degree of horror.  She had heard of the anathema flung by Maule, the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

autocrat: (n) monarch, dictator, tyrant, 
czar, oppressor, authoritarian, 
sovereign, totalitarian, oligarch, 
bully, Caesar. 

broken-hearted: (adj) despairing. 
fealty: (n) loyalty, homage, 

faithfulness, devotion, fidelity, faith, 
constancy, feute, feutee, genuflection, 
kneeling prostration. 

inveteracy: (n) stubbornness, 
inveterateness. 

pitifully: (adv) sadly, piteously,  

wretchedly, sorrily, touchingly, 
distressingly, poorly, meanly, 
movingly, ruefully, woefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
happily. 

remorseless: (adj) merciless, relentless, 
cruel, unmerciful, brutal, callous, 
unrelenting, ruthless, inexorable, 
inhuman, heartless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) merciful, compassionate, gentle, 
kind, tolerant, unrelenting. 

trampling: (n) trample; (adj) moving. 

unaccountable: (adj) 
incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
strange, unintelligible, unexplainable, 
mysterious, impenetrable, 
undiscoverable, undecipherable, 
unknowable, unnatural. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accountable, 
explainable, responsible, explicable. 

wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, unattached. 
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executed wizard, against Colonel Pyncheon and his posterity,--that God would 
give them blood to drink,--and likewise of the popular notion, that this 
miraculous blood might now and then be heard gurgling in their throats.  The 
latter scandal --as became a person of sense, and, more especially, a member of 
the Pyncheon family--Phoebe had set down for the absurdity which it 
unquestionably was.  But ancient superstitions, after being steeped in human 
hearts and embodied in human breath, and passing from lip to ear in manifold 
repetition, through a series of generations, become imbued with an effect of 
homely truth.  The smoke of the domestic hearth has scented them through and 
through.  By long transmission among household facts, they grow to look like 
them, and have such a familiar way of making themselves at home that their 
influence is usually greater than we suspect.  Thus it happened, that when 
Phoebe heard a certain noise in Judge Pyncheon's throat, --rather habitual with 
him, not altogether voluntary, yet indicative of nothing, unless it were a slight 
bronchial complaint, or, as some people hinted, an apoplectic symptom,--when 
the girl heard this queer and awkward ingurgitation (which the writer never did 
hear, and therefore cannot describe), she very foolishly started, and clasped her 
hands.%

Of course, it was exceedingly ridiculous in Phoebe to be discomposed by 
such a trifle, and still more unpardonable to show her discomposure to the 
individual most concerned in it. But the incident chimed in so oddly with her 
previous fancies about the Colonel and the Judge, that, for the moment, it 
seemed quite to mingle their identity. 

"What is the matter with you, young woman?" said Judge Pyncheon, giving 
her one of his harsh looks.  "Are you afraid of anything?" 

"Oh, nothing" sir--nothing in the world!" answered Phoebe, with a little laugh 
of vexation at herself.  "But perhaps you wish to speak with my cousin 
Hepzibah.  Shall I call her?" 

"Stay a moment, if you please," said the Judge, again beaming sunshine out 
of his face.  "You seem to be a little nervous this morning.  The town air, Cousin 
Phoebe, does not agree with your good, wholesome country habits.  Or has 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apoplectic: (adj) motionless. 
beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, 

glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, 
refulgent, sunny, luminous, 
resplendent, incandescent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, 
dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, 
tenebrous. 

bronchial: (adj) bronchic. 
discomposed: (adj) disturbed, 

perturbed, doubtful, excited, 
distraught, uncomfortable, fearful. 

discomposure: (n) discomfort, 
disconcertion, confusion, commotion, 
perturbation, embarrassment, 
unease, uneasiness, anxiety, 
temperament, disposition. 

fancies: (n) stock. 
imbued: (adj) addicted, alive, instinct, 

full. 
ingurgitation: (n) ingestion, 

absorption, immission, inhalation. 
manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 

many, various, multiplex, multiplied, 

frequent; (v) duplicate, copy, 
multiply; (n) diversity. 

unquestionably: (adv) certainly, 
definitely, indubitably, decidedly, 
indisputably, positively, surely, of 
course, assuredly, no doubt; (adj) 
doubtless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
doubtfully, possibly, arguably. 

vexation: (adj, n) annoyance, nuisance; 
(n) irritation, worry, aggravation, 
displeasure, chagrin, chafe, anger, 
frustration, botheration. 
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anything happened to disturb you?--anything remarkable in Cousin Hepzibah's 
family? --An arrival, eh? I thought so! No wonder you are out of sorts, my little 
cousin.  To be an inmate with such a guest may well startle an innocent young 
girl!"%

"You quite puzzle me, sir," replied Phoebe, gazing inquiringly at the Judge.  
"There is no frightful guest in the house, but only a poor, gentle, childlike man, 
whom I believe to be Cousin Hepzibah's brother.  I am afraid (but you, sir, will 
know better than I) that he is not quite in his sound senses; but so mild and quiet 
he seems to be, that a mother might trust her baby with him; and I think he 
would play with the baby as if he were only a few years older than itself.  He 
startle me!--Oh, no indeed!" 

"I rejoice to hear so favorable and so ingenuous an account of my cousin 
Clifford," said the benevolent Judge.  "Many years ago, when we were boys and 
young men together, I had a great affection for him, and still feel a tender interest 
in all his concerns. You say, Cousin Phoebe, he appears to be weak minded.  
Heaven grant him at least enough of intellect to repent of his past sins!" 

"Nobody, I fancy," observed Phoebe, "can have fewer to repent of." 
"And is it possible, my dear" rejoined the Judge, with a commiserating look," 

that you have never heard of Clifford Pyncheon?--that you know nothing of his 
history? Well, it is all right; and your mother has shown a very proper regard for 
the good name of the family with which she connected herself.   Believe the best 
you can of this unfortunate person, and hope the best! It is a rule which 
Christians should always follow, in their judgments of one another; and 
especially is it right and wise among near relatives, whose characters have 
necessarily a degree of mutual dependence.  But is Clifford in the parlor? I will 
just step in and see." 

"Perhaps, sir, I had better call my cousin Hepzibah," said Phoebe; hardly 
knowing, however, whether she ought to obstruct the entrance of so affectionate 
a kinsman into the private regions of the house. "Her brother seemed to be just 
falling asleep after breakfast; and I am sure she would not like him to be 
disturbed.  Pray, sir, let me give her notice!" 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

childlike: (adj) ingenuous, simple, 
babyish, young, innocent, pure, 
unsophisticated, juvenile, immature, 
childly, childish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
old, untrusting, experienced, 
cunning, complicated, jaded, 
worldly. 

ingenuous: (adj, n) frank; (adj) naive, 
guileless, honest, forthright, innocent, 
straight, artless, downright, green, 
hearty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disingenuous, dishonest, cunning,  

sophisticated, scheming, worldly, 
jaded, hesitant, experienced. 

inquiringly: (adv) enquiringly, 
inquisitively, nosily, curiously, 
pryingly, interestedly, searchingly, 
inquiring, quizzically, intrusively. 

obstruct: (adj, n, v) hinder; (n, v) bar, 
barricade; (adj, v) check; (v) block, 
delay, clog, choke, impede, 
encumber, hamper. ANTONYMS: (v) 
facilitate, encourage, free, help, clear, 
open, promote, assist. 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain. 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, bemoan, 
feel remorse, grieve, be sorry. 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe. 
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But the Judge showed a singular determination to enter unannounced; and 
as Phoebe, with the vivacity of a person whose movements unconsciously 
answer to her thoughts, had stepped towards the door, he used little or no 
ceremony in putting her aside.%

"No, no, Miss Phoebe!" said Judge Pyncheon in a voice as deep as a thunder-
growl, and with a frown as black as the cloud whence it issues."  Stay you here! I 
know the house, and know my cousin Hepzibah, and know her brother Clifford 
likewise.--nor need my little country cousin put herself to the trouble of 
announcing me!"--in these latter words, by the bye, there were symptoms of a 
change from his sudden harshness into his previous benignity of manner.  "I am 
at home here, Phoebe, you must recollect, and you are the stranger.  I will just 
step in, therefore, and see for myself how Clifford is, and assure him and 
Hepzibah of my kindly feelings and best wishes.  It is right, at this juncture, that 
they should both hear from my own lips how much I desire to serve them.  Ha! 
here is Hepzibah herself!" 

Such was the case.  The vibrations of the Judge's voice had reached the old 
gentlewoman in the parlor, where she sat, with face averted, waiting on her 
brother's slumber.  She now issued forth, as would appear, to defend the 
entrance, looking, we must needs say, amazingly like the dragon which, in fairy 
tales, is wont to be the guardian over an enchanted beauty.  The habitual scowl 
of her brow was undeniably too fierce, at this moment, to pass itself off on the 
innocent score of near-sightedness; and it was bent on Judge Pyncheon in a way 
that seemed to confound, if not alarm him, so inadequately had he estimated the 
moral force of a deeply grounded antipathy.   She made a repelling gesture with 
her hand, and stood a perfect picture of prohibition, at full length, in the dark 
frame of the doorway.  But we must betray Hepzibah's secret, and confess that 
the native timorousness of her character even now developed itself in a quick 
tremor, which, to her own perception, set each of her joints at variance with its 
fellows. 

Possibly, the Judge was aware how little true hardihood lay behind 
Hepzibah's formidable front.  At any rate, being a gentleman of steady nerves, he 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, 
abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. ANTONYMS: 
(n) love, attraction, liking, like, 
leaning, regard, appeal, appreciation, 
admiration, affection, friendliness. 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose,  

distinguish; (n) understanding. 
fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 

faculty. 
recollect: (v) recall, remember, 

recognize, call to mind, remind, 
mind, think, call up, reminisce, 
refresh, retrieve. ANTONYM: (v) 
forget. 

repelling: (adj) offensive, repellant, 
repellent, loathsome, disgusting, 
repel, severe, repulsion, powerful, 
wicked, yucky. 

stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen. 
timorousness: (n) timidness, timidity, 

shyness, humility, fright, fearfulness, 
fear, faintness, bashfulness, dejection, 
faintheartedness. ANTONYM: (n) 
boldness. 

unannounced: (adj) unheralded, 
unexpected. 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise. 
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soon recovered himself, and failed not to approach his cousin with outstretched 
hand; adopting the sensible precaution, however, to cover his advance with a 
smile, so broad and sultry, that, had it been only half as warm as it looked, a 
trellis of grapes might at once have turned purple under its summer-like 
exposure.  It may have been his purpose, indeed, to melt poor Hepzibah on the 
spot, as if she were a figure of yellow wax.%

"Hepzibah, my beloved cousin, I am rejoiced!" exclaimed the Judge most 
emphatically.  "Now, at length, you have something to live for. Yes, and all of us, 
let me say, your friends and kindred, have more to live for than we had 
yesterday.  I have lost no time in hastening to offer any assistance in my power 
towards making Clifford comfortable.  He belongs to us all.  I know how much 
he requires,--how much he used to require,--with his delicate taste, and his love 
of the beautiful.  Anything in my house, --pictures, books, wine, luxuries of the 
table, --he may command them all! It would afford me most heartfelt 
gratification to see him! Shall I step in, this moment?" 

"No," replied Hepzibah, her voice quivering too painfully to allow of many 
words.  "He cannot see visitors!" 

"A visitor, my dear cousin!--do you call me so?" cried the Judge, whose 
sensibility, it seems, was hurt by the coldness of the phrase. "Nay, then, let me be 
Clifford's host, and your own likewise. Come at once to my house.  The country 
air, and all the conveniences, --I may say luxuries,--that I have gathered about 
me, will do wonders for him.  And you and I, dear Hepzibah, will consult 
together, and watch together, and labor together, to make our dear Clifford 
happy.  Come! why should we make more words about what is both a duty and 
a pleasure on my part? Come to me at once!" 

On hearing these so hospitable offers, and such generous recognition of the 
claims of kindred, Phoebe felt very much in the mood of running up to Judge 
Pyncheon, and giving him, of her own accord, the kiss from which she had so 
recently shrunk away.  It was quite otherwise with Hepzibah; the Judge's smile 
seemed to operate on her acerbity of heart like sunshine upon vinegar, making it 
ten times sourer than ever. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acerbity: (adj, n) tartness; (n) 
bitterness, austerity, asperity, huff, 
rancour, disagreeableness, rudeness, 
fury; (adj) petulance, protervity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, 
mellowness, mildness, nectarous, 
sweetness. 

books: (n) notebook, account, ledger, 
literature, accountancy. 

conveniences: (n) creature comforts, 
comforts, convenience, living, 
support, livelihood, keep, sustenance, 

facility, facilities, device. 
gratification: (adj, n) delight; (n, v) 

content; (n) enjoyment, pleasure, 
satisfaction, fruition, complacency, 
joy, luxury, treat, fulfillment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissatisfaction, 
disenchantment, dismay, discontent, 
anxiety. 

heartfelt: (adj) cordial, sincere, devout, 
dear, genuine, wholehearted, frank, 
deep, honest, fervent, real. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest,  

unenthusiastic, impassive. 
quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 

quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady. 

shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 
withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish. 

trellis: (n) lattice, grille, espalier, 
treillage, train, grate, net, network, 
grill; (v) plait, wattle. 
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"Clifford," said she,--still too agitated to utter more than an abrupt sentence,--
"Clifford has a home here!" 

"May Heaven forgive you, Hepzibah," said Judge Pyncheon, --reverently 
lifting his eyes towards that high court of equity to which he appealed,--"if you 
suffer any ancient prejudice or animosity to weigh with you in this matter.  I 
stand here with an open heart, willing and anxious to receive yourself and 
Clifford into it.  Do not refuse my good offices,--my earnest propositions for your 
welfare! They are such, in all respects, as it behooves your nearest kinsman to 
make.  It will be a heavy responsibility, cousin, if you confine your brother to this 
dismal house and stifled air, when the delightful freedom of my country-seat is 
at his command." 

"It would never suit Clifford," said Hepzibah, as briefly as before.%

"Woman!" broke forth the Judge, giving way to his resentment, "what is the 
meaning of all this? Have you other resources? Nay, I suspected as much! Take 
care, Hepzibah, take care! Clifford is on the brink of as black a ruin as ever befell 
him yet! But why do I talk with you, woman as you are? Make way!--I must see 
Clifford!" 

Hepzibah spread out her gaunt figure across the door, and seemed really to 
increase in bulk; looking the more terrible, also, because there was so much 
terror and agitation in her heart.  But Judge Pyncheon's evident purpose of 
forcing a passage was interrupted by a voice from the inner room; a weak, 
tremulous, wailing voice, indicating helpless alarm, with no more energy for 
self-defence than belongs to a frightened infant. 

"Hepzibah, Hepzibah!" cried the voice; "go down on your knees to him! Kiss 
his feet! Entreat him not to come in! Oh, let him have mercy on me! Mercy! 
mercy!" 

For the instant, it appeared doubtful whether it were not the Judge's resolute 
purpose to set Hepzibah aside, and step across the threshold into the parlor, 
whence issued that broken and miserable murmur of entreaty.  It was not pity 
that restrained him, for, at the first sound of the enfeebled voice, a red fire 
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agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, tense, 
jumpy, overwrought, anxious, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, 
cool, still. 

animosity: (n) hatred, enmity, anger, 
malice, rancor, resentment, venom, 
bad blood, antagonism, spite, 
abhorrence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
companionship, affection, love, 
friendship, harmony, goodwill,  

cooperation. 
enfeebled: (adj) infirm, enervated, 

feeble, decrepit, crippled, old, 
adynamic; (adj, v) sickly, vacillating; 
(v) weak, accessible. 

entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation. 

forcing: (adj) pressing, constraining, 
penetrating, compulsatory; (n) push. 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed,  

steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, 
undecided. 

self-defence: (n) self-defense. 
wailing: (n, v) lamentation, lament, 

moaning; (adj) lamenting, weeping, 
crying, wailful, howling, sobbing; 
(adj, n) bawling; (n) cry. 
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kindled in his eyes, and he made a quick pace forward, with something 
inexpressibly fierce and grim darkening forth, as it were, out of the whole man.  
To know Judge Pyncheon was to see him at that moment.  After such a 
revelation, let him smile with what sultriness he would, he could much sooner 
turn grapes purple, or pumpkins yellow, than melt the iron-branded impression 
out of the beholder's memory.  And it rendered his aspect not the less, but more 
frightful, that it seemed not to express wrath or hatred, but a certain hot fellness 
of purpose, which annihilated everything but itself.%

Yet, after all, are we not slandering an excellent and amiable man? Look at 
the Judge now! He is apparently conscious of having erred, in too energetically 
pressing his deeds of loving-kindness on persons unable to appreciate them.  He 
will await their better mood, and hold himself as ready to assist them then as at 
this moment.  As he draws back from the door, an all-comprehensive benignity 
blazes from his visage, indicating that he gathers Hepzibah, little Phoebe, and the 
invisible Clifford, all three, together with the whole world besides, into his 
immense heart, and gives them a warm bath in its flood of affection. 

"You do me great wrong, dear Cousin Hepzibah!" said he, first kindly 
offering her his hand, and then drawing on his glove preparatory to departure.  
"Very great wrong! But I forgive it, and will study to make you think better of 
me.  Of course, our poor Clifford being in so unhappy a state of mind, I cannot 
think of urging an interview at present.  But I shall watch over his welfare as if he 
were my own beloved brother; nor do I at all despair, my dear cousin, of 
constraining both him and you to acknowledge your injustice.  When that shall 
happen, I desire no other revenge than your acceptance of the best offices in my 
power to do you." 

With a bow to Hepzibah, and a degree of paternal benevolence in his parting 
nod to Phoebe, the Judge left the shop, and went smiling along the street.  As is 
customary with the rich, when they aim at the honors of a republic, he 
apologized, as it were, to the people, for his wealth, prosperity, and elevated 
station, by a free and hearty manner towards those who knew him; putting off 
the more of his dignity in due proportion with the humbleness of the man 
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annihilated: (adj) exterminated, lost, 
uncreated, wiped out, annihilate; (v) 
perished. 

constraining: (prep) cogent, 
conclusive, forcible, powerful; (adj) 
compelling, exigent, awkward, close, 
limiting, forceful; (v) constrain. 

energetically: (adv) vigorously, 
strongly, actively, briskly, lustily, 
forcefully, lively, forcibly, 
powerfully, spiritedly, strenuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) idly, quietly,  

lifelessly, resignedly, indifferently, 
feebly, wearily, languorously, lazily, 
sluggishly, passively. 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unhealthy, frail, old, weak, 
sluggish, unwholesome, meager. 

humbleness: (n) submission, 
obscurity, modesty, meekness, trait, 
humble, submissiveness, lowliness,  

obscureness, humblesse, 
abstruseness. ANTONYM: (n) pride. 

knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist. 
paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, 

maternal, agnatic, concerned, 
solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, 
fatherlike, racial, fraternal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly. 

sultriness: (n) closeness, heat, 
sogginess, sensuality, muggy 
weather, sensualism, humidity, hot 
weather, hot spell, heat wave. 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 131

whom he saluted, and thereby proving a haughty consciousness of his 
advantages as irrefragably as if he had marched forth preceded by a troop of 
lackeys to clear the way. On this particular forenoon, so excessive was the 
warmth of Judge Pyncheon's kindly aspect, that (such, at least, was the rumor 
about town) an extra passage of the water-carts was found essential, in order to 
lay the dust occasioned by so much extra sunshine! 

No sooner had he disappeared than Hepzibah grew deadly white, and, 
staggering towards Phoebe, let her head fall on the young girl's shoulder.%

"O Phoebe!" murmured she, "that man has been the horror of my life! Shall I 
never, never have the courage,--will my voice never cease from trembling long 
enough to let me tell him what he is?" 

"Is he so very wicked?" asked Phoebe.  "Yet his offers were surely kind!" 
"Do not speak of them,--he has a heart of iron!" rejoined Hepzibah. "Go, now, 

and talk to Clifford! Amuse and keep him quiet! It would disturb him 
wretchedly to see me so agitated as I am.  There, go, dear child, and I will try to 
look after the shop." 

Phoebe went accordingly, but perplexed herself, meanwhile, with queries as 
to the purport of the scene which she had just witnessed, and also whether 
judges, clergymen, and other characters of that eminent stamp and 
respectability, could really, in any single instance, be otherwise than just and 
upright men.   A doubt of this nature has a most disturbing influence, and, if 
shown to be a fact, comes with fearful and startling effect on minds of the trim, 
orderly, and limit-loving class, in which we find our little country-girl.  
Dispositions more boldly speculative may derive a stern enjoyment from the 
discovery, since there must be evil in the world, that a high man is as likely to 
grasp his share of it as a low one.  A wider scope of view, and a deeper insight, 
may see rank, dignity, and station, all proved illusory, so far as regards their 
claim to human reverence, and yet not feel as if the universe were thereby 
tumbled headlong into chaos.  But Phoebe, in order to keep the universe in its 
old place, was fain to smother, in some degree, her own intuitions as to Judge 
Pyncheon's character.  And as for her cousin's testimony in disparagement of it, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

clergymen: (n) clergyman. 
disparagement: (n, v) detraction, 

dispraise; (n) aspersion, derogation, 
calumny, contempt, depreciation, 
defamation, degradation, disgrace, 
scorn. ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, 
credit, commendation, acclaim, 
compliment, admiration, 
glorification, respect. 

haughty: (adj) supercilious, arrogant, 
assuming, contemptuous, proud, 
lordly, cavalier, vain, contumelious,  

grand; (n) boastful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, meek, subservient, 
unassuming, considerate, deferential.

headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 
directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, precipitous, 
impetuous, sudden, precipitate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautiously, 
considered; (adv) carefully. 

illusory: (adj) deceptive, unreal, 
imaginary, fantastic, delusive, 
fictitious, fanciful, deceitful,  

insubstantial, visionary, fallacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) real, honest, 
genuine. 

rumor: (n) hearsay, talk, news; (n, v) 
gossip, fame, buzz, bruit, noise, 
rumour; (v) repute, reputation. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth. 

smother: (v) stifle, suffocate, choke, 
muffle, extinguish, put out, suppress, 
asphyxiate, hush up, gag, repress. 
ANTONYMS: (v) express, light, 
encourage. 
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she concluded that Hepzibah's judgment was embittered by one of those family 
feuds which render hatred the more deadly by the dead and corrupted love that 
they intermingle with its native poison.%
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concluded: (adj, adv) finished, done, 
completed, ended; (adj) over, closed, 
terminated, accomplished, all over, 
consummate, set. 

corrupted: (adj) tainted, rotten, 
spoiled, degraded, adulterated, 
depraved, distorted, decayed, 
impaired, debased; (n) corrupter. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pure. 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic;  

(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting. 

embittered: (adj) bitter, disillusioned, 
sour, indignant, disappointed, 
crestfallen, dissatisfied, frustrated, 
disenchanted; (v) resent. ANTONYM: 
(adj) idealistic. 

hatred: (n, v) detestation, enmity, 
animosity; (n) aversion, antipathy,  

disgust, abhorrence, grudge, anger, 
abomination, hostility. ANTONYMS: 
(n) liking, adoration, affection, 
attraction, goodwill, kindness, 
delight, friendliness, admiration. 

intermingle: (v) blend, fuse, combine, 
confuse, immingle, intermix, mix, 
mingle, merge, interweave, 
amalgamate. 

render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 
offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
provide, impart, translate. 
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CHAPTER  % IX   

 
CL IFFORD  AND  PHOEBE  

 
 

TRULY was there something high, generous, and noble in the native 
composition of our poor old Hepzibah! Or else,--and it was quite as probably the 
case,--she had been enriched by poverty, developed by sorrow, elevated by the 
strong and solitary affection of her life, and thus endowed with heroism, which 
never could have characterized her in what are called happier circumstances.  
Through dreary years Hepzibah had looked forward--for the most part 
despairingly, never with any confidence of hope, but always with the feeling 
that it was her brightest possibility--to the very position in which she now found 
herself.  In her own behalf, she had asked nothing of Providence but the 
opportunity of devoting herself to this brother, whom she had so loved,--so 
admired for what he was, or might have been, --and to whom she had kept her 
faith, alone of all the world, wholly, unfalteringly, at every instant, and 
throughout life. And here, in his late decline, the lost one had come back out of 
his long and strange misfortune, and was thrown on her sympathy, as it seemed, 
not merely for the bread of his physical existence, but for everything that should 
keep him morally alive.   She had responded to the call.  She had come forward,--
our poor, gaunt Hepzibah, in her rusty silks, with her rigid joints, and the sad 
perversity of her scowl,-- ready to do her utmost; and with affection enough, if 
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characterized: (adj) affected, formed, 
molded, cast. 

despairingly: (adv) forlornly, 
desperately, despondently, 
dejectedly, sadly, desolately, 
disconsolately, resignedly, 
sorrowfully, frantically, franticly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) energetically, 
expectantly, cheerfully. 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, light, 
exciting, clear, cheery, pleasant, 
exotic. 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, artistic, 
brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied. 

enriched: (adj) educated. 
heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 

daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness;  

(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness. 

perversity: (n) perverseness, 
cussedness, evil, perversion, 
willfulness, unruliness, corruption, 
wilfulness, depravity; (adj) 
contumacy, spinosity. 

unfalteringly: (adv) steadfastly, 
unwaveringly, firmly, unswervingly, 
resolutely, stalwartly, persistently, 
steadily, unflaggingly, unflinchingly, 
loyally. 
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that were all, to do a hundred times as much! There could be few more tearful 
sights,--and Heaven forgive us if a smile insist on mingling with our conception 
of it!--few sights with truer pathos in them, than Hepzibah presented on that first 
afternoon.%

How patiently did she endeavor to wrap Clifford up in her great, warm love, 
and make it all the world to him, so that he should retain no torturing sense of 
the coldness and dreariness without! Her little efforts to amuse him! How pitiful, 
yet magnanimous, they were! 

Remembering his early love of poetry and fiction, she unlocked a bookcase, 
and took down several books that had been excellent reading in their day.  There 
was a volume of Pope, with the Rape of the Lock in it, and another of the Tatler, 
and an odd one of Dryden's Miscellanies, all with tarnished gilding on their 
covers, and thoughts of tarnished brilliancy inside.  They had no success with 
Clifford.  These, and all such writers of society, whose new works glow like the 
rich texture of a just-woven carpet, must be content to relinquish their charm, for 
every reader, after an age or two, and could hardly be supposed to retain any 
portion of it for a mind that had utterly lost its estimate of modes and manners.  
Hepzibah then took up Rasselas, and began to read of the Happy Valley, with a 
vague idea that some secret of a contented life had there been elaborated, which 
might at least serve Clifford and herself for this one day.  But the Happy Valley 
had a cloud over it.  Hepzibah troubled her auditor, moreover, by innumerable 
sins of emphasis, which he seemed to detect, without any reference to the 
meaning; nor, in fact, did he appear to take much note of the sense of what she 
read, but evidently felt the tedium of the lecture, without harvesting its profit.  
His sister's voice, too, naturally harsh, had, in the course of her sorrowful 
lifetime, contracted a kind of croak, which, when it once gets into the human 
throat, is as ineradicable as sin.  In both sexes, occasionally, this lifelong croak, 
accompanying each word of joy or sorrow, is one of the symptoms of a settled 
melancholy; and wherever it occurs, the whole history of misfortune is conveyed 
in its slightest accent.  The effect is as if the voice had been dyed black; or,--if we 
must use a more moderate simile,--this miserable croak, running through all the 
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croak: (v) buy the farm, mutter, 
murmur, complain, conk, maunder, 
growl, perish, expire, decease; (n) 
croaking. 

dreariness: (n) desolation, tedium, 
dullness, gloominess, boringness, 
dulness, depression, boredom, 
sadness, bleakness, gloom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
cheerfulness, splendor. 

elaborated: (adj) elaborate, careful, 
finished, wrought. 

gilding: (n) embellishment, ormolu, 
plating, beautification, cosmetics, 
decoration, enamel, adornment, 
prettification, coat, gold plating. 

harvesting: (n) gathering, gather, 
harvest home, crop, reap, plucking, 
harvests, ingathering, reaping, 
farming, harvest time. 

ineradicable: (adj) indelible, ingrained, 
ineffaceable, permanent, inveterate, 
fixed, impossible to remove, chronic, 
inextirpable; (n) incorrigible,  

incurable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
eradicable. 

magnanimous: (adj) generous, great, 
noble, bountiful, exalted, big, 
handsome, lofty, large, charitable, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
miserly, unforgiving, petty. 

symptoms: (n) syndrome. 
torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 

crucifixion, torment, agony, anguish, 
dismemberment; (adj) harrowing, 
agonizing, torturesome, agonising. 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 135

variations of the voice, is like a black silken thread, on which the crystal beads of 
speech are strung, and whence they take their hue.  Such voices have put on 
mourning for dead hopes; and they ought to die and be buried along with them! 

Discerning that Clifford was not gladdened by her efforts, Hepzibah 
searched about the house for the means of more exhilarating pastime.  At one 
time, her eyes chanced to rest on Alice Pyncheon's harpsichord.  It was a moment 
of great peril; for,--despite the traditionary awe that had gathered over this 
instrument of music, and the dirges which spiritual fingers were said to play on 
it,--the devoted sister had solemn thoughts of thrumming on its chords for 
Clifford's benefit, and accompanying the performance with her voice.  Poor 
Clifford! Poor Hepzibah! Poor harpsichord! All three would have been miserable 
together.  By some good agency,--possibly, by the unrecognized interposition of 
the long-buried Alice herself,--the threatening calamity was averted.%

But the worst of all--the hardest stroke of fate for Hepzibah to endure, and 
perhaps for Clifford, too was his invincible distaste for her appearance.  Her 
features, never the most agreeable, and now harsh with age and grief, and 
resentment against the world for his sake; her dress, and especially her turban; 
the queer and quaint manners, which had unconsciously grown upon her in 
solitude,--such being the poor gentlewoman's outward characteristics, it is no 
great marvel, although the mournfullest of pities, that the instinctive lover of the 
Beautiful was fain to turn away his eyes.  There was no help for it.  It would be 
the latest impulse to die within him.  In his last extremity, the expiring breath 
stealing faintly through Clifford's lips, he would doubtless press Hepzibah's 
hand, in fervent recognition of all her lavished love, and close his eyes, --but not 
so much to die, as to be constrained to look no longer on her face! Poor 
Hepzibah! She took counsel with herself what might be done, and thought of 
putting ribbons on her turban; but, by the instant rush of several guardian 
angels, was withheld from an experiment that could hardly have proved less 
than fatal to the beloved object of her anxiety. 

To be brief, besides Hepzibah's disadvantages of person, there was an 
uncouthness pervading all her deeds; a clumsy something, that could but ill 
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chords: (n) key, clef. 
exhilarating: (adj) exciting, 

stimulating, invigorating, thrilling, 
elating, moving, exhilarative, 
gladdening, brisk, glad, delighted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, dull, 
depressing, discouraging, dispiriting.

expiring: (adj) moribund, failing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) well. 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe,  

conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency. 

gladdened: (adj) delighted. 
interposition: (adj, n) mediation; (adj) 

intercession; (n) intervention, 
interpolation, insertion, interruption, 
intermediation, interjection, location, 
locating, placement. 

invincible: (adj) insurmountable, 
unbeatable, insuperable, 
impregnable, irresistible, 
unconquerable, unyielding,  

unquenchable, proof against, 
impassable, invulnerable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, 
powerless, weak, feeble. 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough. 

unrecognized: (adj) unacknowledged, 
unknown, unnoticed, thankless, 
incognito, not recognized, 
unidentified. 
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adapt itself for use, and not at all for ornament. She was a grief to Clifford, and 
she knew it.  In this extremity, the antiquated virgin turned to Phoebe.  No 
grovelling jealousy was in her heart.  Had it pleased Heaven to crown the heroic 
fidelity of her life by making her personally the medium of Clifford's happiness, 
it would have rewarded her for all the past, by a joy with no bright tints, indeed, 
but deep and true, and worth a thousand gayer ecstasies.  This could not be.  She 
therefore turned to Phoebe, and resigned the task into the young girl's hands.  
The latter took it up cheerfully, as she did everything, but with no sense of a 
mission to perform, and succeeding all the better for that same simplicity.%

By the involuntary effect of a genial temperament, Phoebe soon grew to be 
absolutely essential to the daily comfort, if not the daily life, of her two forlorn 
companions.  The grime and sordidness of the House of the Seven Gables 
seemed to have vanished since her appearance there; the gnawing tooth of the 
dry-rot was stayed among the old timbers of its skeleton frame; the dust had 
ceased to settle down so densely, from the antique ceilings, upon the floors and 
furniture of the rooms below,--or, at any rate, there was a little housewife, as 
light-footed as the breeze that sweeps a garden walk, gliding hither and thither 
to brush it all away.  The shadows of gloomy events that haunted the else lonely 
and desolate apartments; the heavy, breathless scent which death had left in 
more than one of the bedchambers, ever since his visits of long ago,--these were 
less powerful than the purifying influence scattered throughout the atmosphere 
of the household by the presence of one youthful, fresh, and thoroughly 
wholesome heart.  There was no morbidness in Phoebe; if there had been, the 
old Pyncheon House was the very locality to ripen it into incurable disease.  But 
now her spirit resembled, in its potency, a minute quantity of ottar of rose in one 
of Hepzibah's huge, iron-bound trunks, diffusing its fragrance through the 
various articles of linen and wrought-lace, kerchiefs, caps, stockings, folded 
dresses, gloves, and whatever else was treasured there.  As every article in the 
great trunk was the sweeter for the rose-scent, so did all the thoughts and 
emotions of Hepzibah and Clifford, sombre as they might seem, acquire a subtle 
attribute of happiness from Phoebe's intermixture with them.  Her activity of 
body, intellect, and heart impelled her continually to perform the ordinary little 
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gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
arrosion. 

grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, 
abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, servile, 
obsequious, low, wormlike, 
earthbred. 

intermixture: (n) concoction, 
admixture, mix, mixture, alloy, 
commixture, blend, filling, dough, 
commixion, batter. 

light-footed: (adj) light, rapid. 
morbidness: (n) jejunity, deadliness,  

lethality, quality, fatality rate, 
unwholesomeness, toxicity, 
putrescence, harmfulness, deathrate, 
death rate. 

ottar: (n) athar, attar, essential oil, 
Otto, attar of Roses. 

purifying: (adj) purging, purgatorial, 
antiseptic, expurgatory, ablutionary, 
remedial; (v) cathartic, abstergent; (n) 
purification. 

ripen: (v) grow, ripe, age, season, 
fructify, elaborate, cultivate; (adj, v)  

maturate; (n) maturation; (adj) 
perfect, bring to perfection. 

sordidness: (n) squalidness, squalor, 
baseness, foulness, meanness, 
nastiness, filthiness, lowness, 
ignobleness, misery, poorness. 
ANTONYM: (n) cleanliness. 

sweeps: (n) sweep period. 
thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 

point, in that respect, at that place, in 
that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 
remoter, succeeding, more distant. 
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toils that offered themselves around her, and to think the thought proper for the 
moment, and to sympathize,--now with the twittering gayety of the robins in the 
pear-tree, and now to such a depth as she could with Hepzibah's dark anxiety, or 
the vague moan of her brother.  This facile adaptation was at once the symptom 
of perfect health and its best preservative.%

A nature like Phoebe's has invariably its due influence, but is seldom 
regarded with due honor.  Its spiritual force, however, may be partially 
estimated by the fact of her having found a place for herself, amid circumstances 
so stern as those which surrounded the mistress of the house; and also by the 
effect which she produced on a character of so much more mass than her own.   
For the gaunt, bony frame and limbs of Hepzibah, as compared with the tiny 
lightsomeness of Phoebe's figure, were perhaps in some fit proportion with the 
moral weight and substance, respectively, of the woman and the girl. 

To the guest,--to Hepzibah's brother,--or Cousin Clifford, as Phoebe now 
began to call him,--she was especially necessary.  Not that he could ever be said 
to converse with her, or often manifest, in any other very definite mode, his sense 
of a charm in her society.  But if she were a long while absent he became pettish 
and nervously restless, pacing the room to and fro with the uncertainty that 
characterized all his movements; or else would sit broodingly in his great chair, 
resting his head on his hands, and evincing life only by an electric sparkle of ill-
humor, whenever Hepzibah endeavored to arouse him.  Phoebe's presence, and 
the contiguity of her fresh life to his blighted one, was usually all that he 
required.  Indeed, such was the native gush and play of her spirit, that she was 
seldom perfectly quiet and undemonstrative, any more than a fountain ever 
ceases to dimple and warble with its flow.  She possessed the gift of song, and 
that, too, so naturally, that you would as little think of inquiring whence she had 
caught it, or what master had taught her, as of asking the same questions about a 
bird, in whose small strain of music we recognize the voice of the Creator as 
distinctly as in the loudest accents of his thunder.  So long as Phoebe sang, she 
might stray at her own will about the house.  Clifford was content, whether the 
sweet, airy homeliness of her tones came down from the upper chambers, or 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad. 

broodingly: (adv) contemplatively, 
musingly, meditatively, pensively, 
thoughtfully, wistfully, reflectively, 
broodily, ruminatively. ANTONYM: 
(adv) rashly. 

came: (v) arrive, come. 
dimple: (n) depression, dint, 

indentation, hollow, cavity, dip, pit, 
spot hole, follicle, lacuna, hole.  

ANTONYMS: (n) hump, lump. 
gayety: (n) hilarity, glee, cheer, 

jocundity, joviality, happiness, 
pleasure; (adj) good humor, 
L'Allegro, spirits; (adj, n) mirth. 

homeliness: (n) drabness, dowdiness, 
inelegance, austerity, simplicity, 
ugliness, eyesore, appearance; (adj) 
lowness. 

ill-humor: (n) chagrin. 
lightsomeness: (n) carefreeness, 

agility, legerity, lightheartedness,  

nimbleness, giddiness, blitheness, 
gracefulness, cheerfulness, lightness, 
light. 

undemonstrative: (adj) unemotional, 
calm, restrained, unresponsive, 
retiring, reticent, uncommunicative, 
inhibited, quiet, placid, mild. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) emotional, 
energetic. 

warble: (n, v) chant, trill; (v) chirp, 
chirrup, descant, twitter, quaver, 
yodel, carol, pipe, hum. 
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along the passageway from the shop, or was sprinkled through the foliage of the 
pear-tree, inward from the garden, with the twinkling sunbeams.  He would sit 
quietly, with a gentle pleasure gleaming over his face, brighter now, and now a 
little dimmer, as the song happened to float near him, or was more remotely 
heard.  It pleased him best, however, when she sat on a low footstool at his 
knee.%

It is perhaps remarkable, considering her temperament, that Phoebe oftener 
chose a strain of pathos than of gayety.  But the young and happy are not ill 
pleased to temper their life with a transparent shadow.  The deepest pathos of 
Phoebe's voice and song, moreover, came sifted through the golden texture of a 
cheery spirit, and was somehow so interfused with the quality thence acquired, 
that one's heart felt all the lighter for having wept at it.  Broad mirth, in the 
sacred presence of dark misfortune, would have jarred harshly and irreverently 
with the solemn symphony that rolled its undertone through Hepzibah's and her 
brother's life.  Therefore, it was well that Phoebe so often chose sad themes, and 
not amiss that they ceased to be so sad while she was singing them. 

Becoming habituated to her companionship, Clifford readily showed how 
capable of imbibing pleasant tints and gleams of cheerful light from all quarters 
his nature must originally have been.  He grew youthful while she sat by him.  A 
beauty,--not precisely real, even in its utmost manifestation, and which a painter 
would have watched long to seize and fix upon his canvas, and, after all, in vain,-
-beauty, nevertheless, that was not a mere dream, would sometimes play upon 
and illuminate his face. It did more than to illuminate; it transfigured him with 
an expression that could only be interpreted as the glow of an exquisite and 
happy spirit.  That gray hair, and those furrows, --with their record of infinite 
sorrow so deeply written across his brow, and so compressed, as with a futile 
effort to crowd in all the tale, that the whole inscription was made illegible, --
these, for the moment, vanished.  An eye at once tender and acute might have 
beheld in the man some shadow of what he was meant to be.  Anon, as age came 
stealing, like a sad twilight, back over his figure, you would have felt tempted to 
hold an argument with Destiny, and affirm, that either this being should not 
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affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 
protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress. 

ceased: (adj) finished. 
dimmer: (n) rheostat. 
footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, 

footboard, Ottoman. 
habituated: (v) given to, addicted to, 

attuned to; (adj, v) used to; (adj) 
addicted, wont, trained, inured, used, 

inveterate, hardened. ANTONYM: 
(adj) untrained. 

heard: (n) hearing. 
illegible: (adj) not legible, obscure, 

indecipherable, unclear, scrawled, 
paradoxical, blind, cramped, 
undecipherable, unreadable, hidden. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) legible, readable, 
clear. 

imbibing: (n) drinking, absorption, 
intake, swillings, drink, potation, 
drunkenness, gulping, boozing,  

crapulence; (adj) absorbent. 
mirth: (adj, n) merriment, jollity; (n) 

amusement, happiness, delight, joy, 
hilarity, cheerfulness, festivity, 
gladness, exhilaration. ANTONYMS: 
(n) gloom, sadness, misery. 

pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration, 
impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy. 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted. 
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have been made mortal, or mortal existence should have been tempered to his 
qualities.  There seemed no necessity for his having drawn breath at all; the 
world never wanted him; but, as he had breathed, it ought always to have been 
the balmiest of summer air.  The same perplexity will invariably haunt us with 
regard to natures that tend to feed exclusively upon the Beautiful, let their 
earthly fate be as lenient as it may.%

Phoebe, it is probable, had but a very imperfect comprehension of the 
character over which she had thrown so beneficent a spell. Nor was it necessary.  
The fire upon the hearth can gladden a whole semicircle of faces round about it, 
but need not know the individuality of one among them all.  Indeed, there was 
something too fine and delicate in Clifford's traits to be perfectly appreciated by 
one whose sphere lay so much in the Actual as Phoebe's did.  For Clifford, 
however, the reality, and simplicity, and thorough homeliness of the girl's nature 
were as powerful a charm as any that she possessed.  Beauty, it is true, and 
beauty almost perfect in its own style, was indispensable.  Had Phoebe been 
coarse in feature, shaped clumsily, of a harsh voice, and uncouthly mannered, 
she might have been rich with all good gifts, beneath this unfortunate exterior, 
and still, so long as she wore the guise of woman, she would have shocked 
Clifford, and depressed him by her lack of beauty.  But nothing more beautiful --
nothing prettier, at least--was ever made than Phoebe.  And, therefore, to this 
man,--whose whole poor and impalpable enjoyment of existence heretofore, and 
until both his heart and fancy died within him, had been a dream,--whose 
images of women had more and more lost their warmth and substance, and been 
frozen, like the pictures of secluded artists, into the chillest ideality,--to him, this 
little figure of the cheeriest household life was just what he required to bring him 
back into the breathing world.  Persons who have wandered, or been expelled, 
out of the common track of things, even were it for a better system, desire 
nothing so much as to be led back.  They shiver in their loneliness, be it on a 
mountain-top or in a dungeon.  Now, Phoebe's presence made a home about 
her,--that very sphere which the outcast, the prisoner, the potentate,--the wretch 
beneath mankind, the wretch aside from it, or the wretch above it, --instinctively 
pines after,--a home! She was real! Holding her hand, you felt something; a 
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beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, 
philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly.

guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, costume, 
disguise, fashion, pretense, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color. 

mannered: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
stiff, ponderous, pretentious, 
conscious, ceremonial, contrived, 
accustomed, theatrical, thewed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unpretentious,  

genuine. 
outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 

expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native. 

perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 
bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
understanding. 

semicircle: (n) arch, semi-circles, half  

circle, half-circle, plane figure, arc, 
curve. 

uncouthly: (adv) boorishly, crudely, 
awkwardly, coarsely, loutishly, 
rudely, barbarously, unpolishedly, 
gawkily, impolitely, clumsily. 
ANTONYM: (adv) gracefully. 

women: (n) sex, gentle sex. 
wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 

reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 140

tender something; a substance, and a warm one:  and so long as you should feel 
its grasp, soft as it was, you might be certain that your place was good in the 
whole sympathetic chain of human nature.  The world was no longer a 
delusion.%

By looking a little further in this direction, we might suggest an explanation 
of an often-suggested mystery.  Why are poets so apt to choose their mates, not 
for any similarity of poetic endowment, but for qualities which might make the 
happiness of the rudest handicraftsman as well as that of the ideal craftsman of 
the spirit? Because, probably, at his highest elevation, the poet needs no human 
intercourse; but he finds it dreary to descend, and be a stranger. 

There was something very beautiful in the relation that grew up between this 
pair, so closely and constantly linked together, yet with such a waste of gloomy 
and mysterious years from his birthday to hers.  On Clifford's part it was the 
feeling of a man naturally endowed with the liveliest sensibility to feminine 
influence, but who had never quaffed the cup of passionate love, and knew that 
it was now too late.  He knew it, with the instinctive delicacy that had survived 
his intellectual decay.  Thus, his sentiment for Phoebe, without being paternal, 
was not less chaste than if she had been his daughter.  He was a man, it is true, 
and recognized her as a woman.  She was his only representative of womankind.  
He took unfailing note of every charm that appertained to her sex, and saw the 
ripeness of her lips, and the virginal development of her bosom.   All her little 
womanly ways, budding out of her like blossoms on a young fruit-tree, had their 
effect on him, and sometimes caused his very heart to tingle with the keenest 
thrills of pleasure.  At such moments,--for the effect was seldom more than 
momentary,--the half-torpid man would be full of harmonious life, just as a long-
silent harp is full of sound, when the musician's fingers sweep across it.  But, 
after all, it seemed rather a perception, or a sympathy, than a sentiment 
belonging to himself as an individual.  He read Phoebe as he would a sweet and 
simple story; he listened to her as if she were a verse of household poetry, which 
God, in requital of his bleak and dismal lot, had permitted some angel, that most 
pitied him, to warble through the house.  She was not an actual fact for him, but 
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handicraftsman: (n) artisan, artist, 
handcraft, handcraftsman, 
handicraft. 

hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own. 
requital: (n) amends, recompense, 

retribution, reprisal, return, reward, 
repayment, payment, reckoning, pay; 
(n, v) guerdon. 

ripeness: (n, v) readiness; (n) 
maturation, matureness, mellowness, 
perfection, fruition, lusciousness, 
succulence, full development; (v)  

preparedness, ripen. ANTONYMS: 
(n) greenness, dryness. 

tingle: (v) prickle, itch, tickle, smart, 
sting, burn, creep; (n) tremble, 
tingling; (n, v) twitter, pain. 

took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
unfailing: (adj) infallible, reliable, 

constant, unerring, dependable, 
certain, foolproof, inexhaustible, 
perpetual, steady, trustworthy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, unsure, 
impermanent, inconsistent, erratic,  

undependable. 
virginal: (adj) pure, chaste, vestal, 

virtuous, innocent, intact, spotless, 
fresh, maidenly; (n) Ebenezer, pair of 
virginals. 

womankind: (n) womanhood, gentle 
sex, people. 

womanly: (adj, v) effeminate; (adj) 
ladylike, womanish, female, 
womanlike, wifely, weak, maidenly, 
matronly; (v) soft, feminate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwomanly. 
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the interpretation of all that he lacked on earth brought warmly home to his 
conception; so that this mere symbol, or life-like picture, had almost the comfort 
of reality.%

But we strive in vain to put the idea into words.  No adequate expression of 
the beauty and profound pathos with which it impresses us is attainable.  This 
being, made only for happiness, and heretofore so miserably failing to be happy,-
-his tendencies so hideously thwarted, that, some unknown time ago, the 
delicate springs of his character, never morally or intellectually strong, had given 
way, and he was now imbecile,--this poor, forlorn voyager from the Islands of 
the Blest, in a frail bark, on a tempestuous sea, had been flung, by the last 
mountain-wave of his shipwreck, into a quiet harbor.  There, as he lay more than 
half lifeless on the strand, the fragrance of an earthly rose-bud had come to his 
nostrils, and, as odors will, had summoned up reminiscences or visions of all the 
living and breathing beauty amid which he should have had his home.  With his 
native susceptibility of happy influences, he inhales the slight, ethereal rapture 
into his soul, and expires! 

And how did Phoebe regard Clifford? The girl's was not one of those natures 
which are most attracted by what is strange and exceptional in human character.  
The path which would best have suited her was the well-worn track of ordinary 
life; the companions in whom she would most have delighted were such as one 
encounters at every turn.  The mystery which enveloped Clifford, so far as it 
affected her at all, was an annoyance, rather than the piquant charm which many 
women might have found in it.  Still, her native kindliness was brought strongly 
into play, not by what was darkly picturesque in his situation, nor so much, 
even, by the finer graces of his character, as by the simple appeal of a heart so 
forlorn as his to one so full of genuine sympathy as hers.  She gave him an 
affectionate regard, because he needed so much love, and seemed to have 
received so little. With a ready tact, the result of ever-active and wholesome 
sensibility, she discerned what was good for him, and did it. Whatever was 
morbid in his mind and experience she ignored; and thereby kept their 
intercourse healthy, by the incautious, but, as it were, heaven-directed freedom 
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harbor: (n) dock, asylum, wharf; (n, v) 
cover, port, harbour, shelter; (v) 
shield, contain, cherish, conceal. 
ANTONYM: (v) relieve. 

hideously: (adv) dreadfully, ghastly, 
awfully, loathsomely, horrendously, 
fearfully, odiously, gruesomely, 
shockingly, repulsively, heinously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, appealingly. 

incautious: (adj) imprudent, rash, 
heedless, hasty, unwary, unguarded, 

inconsiderate, thoughtless, 
injudicious, unadvised, foolhardy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) careful, 
suspicious, prudent, discreet, alert. 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, v) 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair. 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; (v) 

defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) hulk, 
accident, wreckage, wrack, ruination. 

tempestuous: (adj, n) rough, 
boisterous, severe; (adj) raging, 
furious, wild, angry, windy, fierce, 
gusty; (adj, v) turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, moderate, 
relaxed. 

voyager: (n) passenger, traveller, 
tourist, explorer, itinerant, commuter, 
wanderer, wayfarer, adventurer. 
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of her whole conduct.  The sick in mind, and, perhaps, in body, are rendered 
more darkly and hopelessly so by the manifold reflection of their disease, 
mirrored back from all quarters in the deportment of those about them; they are 
compelled to inhale the poison of their own breath, in infinite repetition.  But 
Phoebe afforded her poor patient a supply of purer air.  She impregnated it, too, 
not with a wild-flower scent, --for wildness was no trait of hers,--but with the 
perfume of garden-roses, pinks, and other blossoms of much sweetness, which 
nature and man have consented together in making grow from summer to 
summer, and from century to century.  Such a flower was Phoebe in her relation 
with Clifford, and such the delight that he inhaled from her.%

Yet, it must be said, her petals sometimes drooped a little, in consequence of 
the heavy atmosphere about her.  She grew more thoughtful than heretofore.  
Looking aside at Clifford's face, and seeing the dim, unsatisfactory elegance and 
the intellect almost quenched, she would try to inquire what had been his life.  
Was he always thus? Had this veil been over him from his birth? --this veil, 
under which far more of his spirit was hidden than revealed, and through which 
he so imperfectly discerned the actual world, --or was its gray texture woven of 
some dark calamity? Phoebe loved no riddles, and would have been glad to 
escape the perplexity of this one.  Nevertheless, there was so far a good result of 
her meditations on Clifford's character, that, when her involuntary conjectures, 
together with the tendency of every strange circumstance to tell its own story, 
had gradually taught her the fact, it had no terrible effect upon her.  Let the 
world have done him what vast wrong it might, she knew Cousin Clifford too 
well--or fancied so--ever to shudder at the touch of his thin, delicate fingers. 

Within a few days after the appearance of this remarkable inmate, the routine 
of life had established itself with a good deal of uniformity in the old house of 
our narrative.  In the morning, very shortly after breakfast, it was Clifford's 
custom to fall asleep in his chair; nor, unless accidentally disturbed, would he 
emerge from a dense cloud of slumber or the thinner mists that flitted to and fro, 
until well towards noonday.  These hours of drowsihead were the season of the 
old gentlewoman's attendance on her brother, while Phoebe took charge of the 
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darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 
obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly. 

imperfectly: (adv) faultily, defectively, 
badly, deficiently, incompletely, 
partially, poorly, inadequately, 
sketchily, incorrectly, halfway. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) perfectly, 
flawlessly, correctly, well. 

inhale: (v) absorb, imbibe, draw, suck, 

drag, breathe in, drink, attract, 
inspire, respire; (n, v) sniff. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blow, expire. 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) question. 
ANTONYM: (v) answer. 

meditations: (n) contemplation, 
consideration, cogitation. 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited,  

proscribed, put out. 
shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 

tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 
(v) flutter. 

wildness: (n) fierceness, ferocity, 
savageness, abandon, rage, 
extravagance, ferociousness, 
intensity, vehemence; (v) wilderness; 
(n, v) waste. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tameness, order, meekness, 
gentleness, caution, orderliness. 
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shop; an arrangement which the public speedily understood, and evinced their 
decided preference of the younger shopwoman by the multiplicity of their calls 
during her administration of affairs.  Dinner over, Hepzibah took her knitting-
work,--a long stocking of gray yarn, for her brother's winter wear,--and with a 
sigh, and a scowl of affectionate farewell to Clifford, and a gesture enjoining 
watchfulness on Phoebe, went to take her seat behind the counter.  It was now 
the young girl's turn to be the nurse,--the guardian, the playmate, --or whatever 
is the fitter phrase,--of the gray-haired man.%
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affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, cordial, 
caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) fatherly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, callous, 
undemonstrative, aloof, cool, 
disapproving, reserved, antagonistic, 
paternal, rough. 

enjoining: (n) enjoinment, cease and 
desist order; (adj) commanding, 
deceiving, containing directions, 
deluding, directorial, imposing, 
directory. 

farewell: (int, n) adieu; (n) bye, leave, 
valediction, adios, parting, goodbye, 
separation, departure, aloha; (int) bon 
voyage. ANTONYMS: (n) hello, 
salutation, welcome. 

fitter: (n) adjuster, machinist, sartor, 
cutter, mounter, erector; (adj) 
suitable, healthier. 

gray-haired: (adj) old, long in the 
tooth. 

multiplicity: (n) diversity, abundance, 
plurality, much, multeity,  

manifoldness, lot, profusion, number, 
multitude, array. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uniformity, likeness. 

playmate: (n) friend, chum, 
companion, associate, fellow, partner, 
comrade, pal, buddy, mate, familiar. 

speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, promptly, 
hastily, swiftly, fast, apace, hurriedly, 
fleetly. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
eventually. 

went: (v) walked, proceeded. 
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CHAPTER  X   

 
THE  PYNCHEO N  GAR DEN  

 
 

CLIFFORD, except for Phoebe's More active instigation would ordinarily 
have yielded to the torpor which had crept through all his modes of being, and 
which sluggishly counselled him to sit in his morning chair till eventide.  But the 
girl seldom failed to propose a removal to the garden, where Uncle Venner and 
the daguerreotypist had made such repairs on the roof of the ruinous arbor, or 
summer-house, that it was now a sufficient shelter from sunshine and casual 
showers.  The hop-vine, too, had begun to grow luxuriantly over the sides of the 
little edifice, and made an interior of verdant seclusion, with innumerable peeps 
and glimpses into the wider solitude of the garden.%

Here, sometimes, in this green play-place of flickering light, Phoebe read to 
Clifford.  Her acquaintance, the artist, who appeared to have a literary turn, had 
supplied her with works of fiction, in pamphlet form,--and a few volumes of 
poetry, in altogether a different style and taste from those which Hepzibah 
selected for his amusement.  Small thanks were due to the books, however, if the 
girl's readings were in any degree more successful than her elderly cousin's.  
Phoebe's voice had always a pretty music in it, and could either enliven Clifford 
by its sparkle and gayety of tone, or soothe him by a continued flow of pebbly 
and brook-like cadences.  But the fictions--in which the country-girl, unused to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arbor: (n) bower, mandrel, axle, 
spindle, hinge, arbour, axis, mandril, 
alcove, stud, frame. 

enliven: (v) animate, inspire, refresh, 
encourage, exhilarate, elate, liven up, 
stimulate, invigorate, energize; (adj, 
v) brighten. ANTONYMS: (v) bore, 
subdue, tire, spoil, dull, deflate, 
dampen, deaden, exhaust, depress. 

eventide: (n) eve, dusk, night, twilight, 
nightfall, eleventh hour, sunset, 
daytime, daylight, day, curfew. 

instigation: (n) fomentation, 
encouragement, incitement, 
abetment, incitation, agitation, 
provocation, inducement, initiation, 
excitation, stimulus. 

luxuriantly: (adv) abundantly, 
opulently, plentifully, richly, 
profusely, generously, bountifully, 
thickly, riotously, exuberantly, 
copiously. 

pebbly: (adj) shingly, rocky, rough, 
grating, flinty, beachy, stony, gravel. 

showers: (n) rain. 
sluggishly: (adv) dully, inertly, 

torpidly, indolently, languidly, 
lethargically, listlessly, lazily, 
dilatorily, slothfully, stagnantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, 
dynamically, nimbly. 

sparkle: (n, v) flicker, flash, shimmer, 
spark, shine, blaze, fizz, gleam, 
glitter; (v) blink, glare. ANTONYMS: 
(n) apathy, dullness, lifelessness. 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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works of that nature, often became deeply absorbed--interested her strange 
auditor very little, or not at all.  Pictures of life, scenes of passion or sentiment, 
wit, humor, and pathos, were all thrown away, or worse than thrown away, on 
Clifford; either because he lacked an experience by which to test their truth, or 
because his own griefs were a touch-stone of reality that few feigned emotions 
could withstand.  When Phoebe broke into a peal of merry laughter at what she 
read, he would now and then laugh for sympathy, but oftener respond with a 
troubled, questioning look.  If a tear--a maiden's sunshiny tear over imaginary 
woe--dropped upon some melancholy page, Clifford either took it as a token of 
actual calamity, or else grew peevish, and angrily motioned her to close the 
volume.  And wisely too! Is not the world sad enough, in genuine earnest, 
without making a pastime of mock sorrows? 

With poetry it was rather better.  He delighted in the swell and subsidence of 
the rhythm, and the happily recurring rhyme.  Nor was Clifford incapable of 
feeling the sentiment of poetry,--not, perhaps, where it was highest or deepest, 
but where it was most flitting and ethereal.  It was impossible to foretell in what 
exquisite verse the awakening spell might lurk; but, on raising her eyes from the 
page to Clifford's face, Phoebe would be made aware, by the light breaking 
through it, that a more delicate intelligence than her own had caught a lambent 
flame from what she read.  One glow of this kind, however, was often the 
precursor of gloom for many hours afterward; because, when the glow left him, 
he seemed conscious of a missing sense and power, and groped about for them, 
as if a blind man should go seeking his lost eyesight.%

It pleased him more, and was better for his inward welfare, that Phoebe 
should talk, and make passing occurrences vivid to his mind by her 
accompanying description and remarks.  The life of the garden offered topics 
enough for such discourse as suited Clifford best.  He never failed to inquire 
what flowers had bloomed since yesterday.  His feeling for flowers was very 
exquisite, and seemed not so much a taste as an emotion; he was fond of sitting 
with one in his hand, intently observing it, and looking from its petals into 
Phoebe's face, as if the garden flower were the sister of the household maiden.  
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afterward: (adv, conj) then, after that; 
(adv) thereafter, afterwards, later, 
subsequently, later on, next, soon; 
(adj) following; (n) future. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) now, previously, 
before. 

feigned: (adj) false, affected, assumed, 
dummy, unnatural, fictitious; (adj, v) 
sham, counterfeit, spurious, mock, 
pretended. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sincere, genuine, natural, 
wholehearted, heartfelt, real. 

foretell: (v) forecast, anticipate, augur, 
bode, predict, presage, announce, 
calculate, portend, prophesy, 
forebode. 

lambent: (adj) luminous, glowing, 
lucent, aglow, lucid, brilliant; (adj, v) 
radiant, lustrous; (v) splendent, 
shiny, beamy. 

lurk: (v) ambuscade, skulk, prowl, 
waylay, lie in wait, conceal, lurch, 
loiter, creep, wait, sneak. 

peal: (n) ding, noise, clang, dingdong, 

blast; (v) chime, knell, toll, echo; (adj, 
n) swell; (n, v) bang. 

recurring: (adj) frequent, intermittent, 
cyclic, periodic, periodical, repeated, 
repetitive, customary, accustomed, 
memorable, chronic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irregular, intermittent, 
spasmodic, unusual, rare, occasional. 

sunshiny: (adj) bright, shining, shiny, 
clear, glazed, brilliant, sunshine, 
cheery, clearer, fair, gay. 
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Not merely was there a delight in the flower's perfume, or pleasure in its 
beautiful form, and the delicacy or brightness of its hue; but Clifford's enjoyment 
was accompanied with a perception of life, character, and individuality, that 
made him love these blossoms of the garden, as if they were endowed with 
sentiment and intelligence. This affection and sympathy for flowers is almost 
exclusively a woman's trait.  Men, if endowed with it by nature, soon lose, forget, 
and learn to despise it, in their contact with coarser things than flowers.  
Clifford, too, had long forgotten it; but found it again now, as he slowly revived 
from the chill torpor of his life.%

It is wonderful how many pleasant incidents continually came to pass in that 
secluded garden-spot when once Phoebe had set herself to look for them.  She 
had seen or heard a bee there, on the first day of her acquaintance with the place.  
And often, --almost continually, indeed,--since then, the bees kept coming 
thither, Heaven knows why, or by what pertinacious desire, for far-fetched 
sweets, when, no doubt, there were broad clover-fields, and all kinds of garden 
growth, much nearer home than this.  Thither the bees came, however, and 
plunged into the squash-blossoms, as if there were no other squash-vines within 
a long day's flight, or as if the soil of Hepzibah's garden gave its productions just 
the very quality which these laborious little wizards wanted, in order to impart 
the Hymettus odor to their whole hive of New England honey.  When Clifford 
heard their sunny, buzzing murmur, in the heart of the great yellow blossoms, he 
looked about him with a joyful sense of warmth, and blue sky, and green grass, 
and of God's free air in the whole height from earth to heaven.  After all, there 
need be no question why the bees came to that one green nook in the dusty town.  
God sent them thither to gladden our poor Clifford.  They brought the rich 
summer with them, in requital of a little honey. 

When the bean-vines began to flower on the poles, there was one particular 
variety which bore a vivid scarlet blossom.  The daguerreotypist had found these 
beans in a garret, over one of the seven gables, treasured up in an old chest of 
drawers by some horticultural Pyncheon of days gone by, who doubtless meant 
to sow them the next summer, but was himself first sown in Death's garden-
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despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept. 

far-fetched: (adj) improbable, tall, 
implausible, foreign, unreasonable. 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, confer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withhold,  

withdraw. 
joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, cheerful, 

gleeful, cheery, delighted, joyous, 
jolly, blissful, blithe. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) miserable, sorrowful, unhappy, 
despairing, unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy. 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, effortless, 

undemanding, light, brisk. 
secluded: (adj) remote, secret, 

reclusive, privy, cloistered, isolated, 
lonely, retired, sequestered, solitary; 
(adj, v) hidden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nearby, near, exposed, busy, 
accessible. 

treasured: (adj) precious, prized, dear, 
beloved, loved, valued, appreciated, 
favorite, etched in your mind, 
esteemed, invited. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unremarkable. 
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ground.  By way of testing whether there were still a living germ in such ancient 
seeds, Holgrave had planted some of them; and the result of his experiment was 
a splendid row of bean-vines, clambering, early, to the full height of the poles, 
and arraying them, from top to bottom, in a spiral profusion of red blossoms.  
And, ever since the unfolding of the first bud, a multitude of humming-birds had 
been attracted thither.  At times, it seemed as if for every one of the hundred 
blossoms there was one of these tiniest fowls of the air,--a thumb's bigness of 
burnished plumage, hovering and vibrating about the bean-poles.  It was with 
indescribable interest, and even more than childish delight, that Clifford watched 
the humming-birds.   He used to thrust his head softly out of the arbor to see 
them the better; all the while, too, motioning Phoebe to be quiet, and snatching 
glimpses of the smile upon her face, so as to heap his enjoyment up the higher 
with her sympathy.  He had not merely grown young;--he was a child again.%

Hepzibah, whenever she happened to witness one of these fits of miniature 
enthusiasm, would shake her head, with a strange mingling of the mother and 
sister, and of pleasure and sadness, in her aspect.  She said that it had always 
been thus with Clifford when the humming-birds came,--always, from his 
babyhood,--and that his delight in them had been one of the earliest tokens by 
which he showed his love for beautiful things.  And it was a wonderful 
coincidence, the good lady thought, that the artist should have planted these 
scarlet-flowering beans--which the humming-birds sought far and wide, and 
which had not grown in the Pyncheon garden before for forty years--on the very 
summer of Clifford's return. 

Then would the tears stand in poor Hepzibah's eyes, or overflow them with a 
too abundant gush, so that she was fain to betake herself into some corner, lest 
Clifford should espy her agitation. Indeed, all the enjoyments of this period were 
provocative of tears.  Coming so late as it did, it was a kind of Indian summer, 
with a mist in its balmiest sunshine, and decay and death in its gaudiest delight.  
The more Clifford seemed to taste the happiness of a child, the sadder was the 
difference to be recognized.  With a mysterious and terrible Past, which had 
annihilated his memory, and a blank Future before him, he had only this 
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betake: (v) wend, apply, address, 
accost, get, obtain, refer, acquire, aim, 
beget, attach. 

bigness: (n) bulk, size, largeness, 
vastness, roominess, magnitude, 
grandness, bulkiness, ampleness, 
dimensions, volume. 

espy: (v) discover, descry, behold, 
detect, spy, spot, see, distinguish, 
recognize, perceive, notice. 

germ: (n) beginning, bacterium, bud, 
sprout, kernel, microbe, embryo, egg, 

bacillus, root, seed. 
hovering: (adj) suspended, poised, 

impending, flying, high. 
mingling: (adj) blending, merging, 

confluent, blended; (n) mixture, 
mixing, commixtion, interchange, 
exchange, commixture; (adv) 
minglingly. 

profusion: (n) opulence, abundance, 
prodigality, plenty, excess, 
cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj)  

amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity. 

sadder: (adj) doleful. 
snatching: (n) capture. 
tiniest: (adj) minimum, smallest 

possible, least possible, lowest, 
lowest possible, smallest. 
ANTONYM: (adj) maximum. 

vibrating: (adj) tremulous, vibratory, 
vibrant, swinging, hollow, moving, 
oscillating, that oscillates, resonant; 
(n) shaking system. 
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visionary and impalpable Now, which, if you once look closely at it, is nothing.  
He himself, as was perceptible by many symptoms, lay darkly behind his 
pleasure, and knew it to be a baby-play, which he was to toy and trifle with, 
instead of thoroughly believing.  Clifford saw, it may be, in the mirror of his 
deeper consciousness, that he was an example and representative of that great 
class of people whom an inexplicable Providence is continually putting at cross-
purposes with the world:  breaking what seems its own promise in their nature; 
withholding their proper food, and setting poison before them for a banquet; 
and thus--when it might so easily, as one would think, have been adjusted 
otherwise--making their existence a strangeness, a solitude, and torment.  All his 
life long, he had been learning how to be wretched, as one learns a foreign 
tongue; and now, with the lesson thoroughly by heart, he could with difficulty 
comprehend his little airy happiness.  Frequently there was a dim shadow of 
doubt in his eyes.  "Take my hand, Phoebe," he would say, "and pinch it hard 
with your little fingers! Give me a rose, that I may press its thorns, and prove 
myself awake by the sharp touch of pain!"  Evidently, he desired this prick of a 
trifling anguish, in order to assure himself, by that quality which he best knew to 
be real, that the garden, and the seven weather-beaten gables, and Hepzibah's 
scowl, and Phoebe's smile, were real likewise.  Without this signet in his flesh, he 
could have attributed no more substance to them than to the empty confusion of 
imaginary scenes with which he had fed his spirit, until even that poor 
sustenance was exhausted.%

The author needs great faith in his reader's sympathy; else he must hesitate to 
give details so minute, and incidents apparently so trifling, as are essential to 
make up the idea of this garden-life.  It was the Eden of a thunder-smitten Adam, 
who had fled for refuge thither out of the same dreary and perilous wilderness 
into which the original Adam was expelled. 

One of the available means of amusement, of which Phoebe made the most in 
Clifford's behalf, was that feathered society, the hens, a breed of whom, as we 
have already said, was an immemorial heirloom in the Pyncheon family.  In 
compliance with a whim of Clifford, as it troubled him to see them in 
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cross-purposes: (n) Mexican standoff, 
disagreement. 

feathered: (adj) plumy, plumelike, 
featherlike, plumose, plumed, 
plumaged, fledged, plumigerous, 
flighted, decorated; (v) fledge. 

signet: (n) sigil, completion, key, 
ratification, signature, imprint, 
talisman, mark, cachet, stamp, arms. 

strangeness: (n) oddity, oddness, 
quaintness, peculiarity, curiousness, 
abnormality, weirdness, foreignness, 

queerness, singularity, quirk. 
ANTONYMS: (n) familiarity, 
nativeness. 

sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras. 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance. 

withholding: (n) detention, 
reservation, withholding tax, 
confinement, custody, deduction, 
deprivation, estrangement, holding, 
keeping, maintenance. ANTONYM: 
(n) release. 
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confinement, they had been set at liberty, and now roamed at will about the 
garden; doing some little mischief, but hindered from escape by buildings on 
three sides, and the difficult peaks of a wooden fence on the other.  They spent 
much of their abundant leisure on the margin of Maule's well, which was 
haunted by a kind of snail, evidently a titbit to their palates; and the brackish 
water itself, however nauseous to the rest of the world, was so greatly esteemed 
by these fowls, that they might be seen tasting, turning up their heads, and 
smacking their bills, with precisely the air of wine-bibbers round a probationary 
cask.  Their generally quiet, yet often brisk, and constantly diversified talk, one 
to another, or sometimes in soliloquy,--as they scratched worms out of the rich, 
black soil, or pecked at such plants as suited their taste,--had such a domestic 
tone, that it was almost a wonder why you could not establish a regular 
interchange of ideas about household matters, human and gallinaceous.  All hens 
are well worth studying for the piquancy and rich variety of their manners; but 
by no possibility can there have been other fowls of such odd appearance and 
deportment as these ancestral ones.  They probably embodied the traditionary 
peculiarities of their whole line of progenitors, derived through an unbroken 
succession of eggs; or else this individual Chanticleer and his two wives had 
grown to be humorists, and a little crack-brained withal, on account of their 
solitary way of life, and out of sympathy for Hepzibah, their lady-patroness.%

Queer, indeed, they looked! Chanticleer himself, though stalking on two stilt-
like legs, with the dignity of interminable descent in all his gestures, was hardly 
bigger than an ordinary partridge; his two wives were about the size of quails; 
and as for the one chicken, it looked small enough to be still in the egg, and, at 
the same time, sufficiently old, withered, wizened, and experienced, to have 
been founder of the antiquated race.  Instead of being the youngest of the family, 
it rather seemed to have aggregated into itself the ages, not only of these living 
specimens of the breed, but of all its forefathers and foremothers, whose united 
excellences and oddities were squeezed into its little body.  Its mother evidently 
regarded it as the one chicken of the world, and as necessary, in fact, to the 
world's continuance, or, at any rate, to the equilibrium of the present system of 
affairs, whether in church or state.  No lesser sense of the infant fowl's 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aggregated: (adj) cumulative, 
aggregative. 

brackish: (adj) salt, saline, bracky, 
stagnant, nauseous, briny. 

cask: (n) bucket, butt, tun, tub, drum, 
vat, hogshead, keg, coffin, 
containerful, vessel. 

chanticleer: (n) dunghill cock, partlet, 
rooster, barn door fowl, hen, poultry, 
chicken, fowl. 

nauseous: (adj, v) fulsome; (v) 
abhorrent; (adj) distasteful,  

loathsome, disgusting, nasty, 
sickening, nauseating, obnoxious, 
repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
charming, pleasant. 

pecked: (adj) bicched. 
probationary: (adj) experimental, trial, 

probative, probatory, probational, 
conditional, doubtful, provisionary, 
provisional; (adj, v) tentative; (v) 
empirical. 

quails: (n) grouse, brush turkeys,  

chickens, curassows, family 
Phasianidae, Galliformes, hoatzins, 
order Galliformes, partridges, 
Phasianidae. 

smacking: (n) smack, brisk, shit, scag, 
savor, beating, h, savour, 
diacetylmorphine, heroin, horse. 

wizened: (adj) wizen, shrunken, thin, 
lean, shriveled, shrivelled, sear, 
wrinkled, sere; (v) tabid, 
strangulated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moist, unwrinkled. 
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importance could have justified, even in a mother's eyes, the perseverance with 
which she watched over its safety, ruffling her small person to twice its proper 
size, and flying in everybody's face that so much as looked towards her hopeful 
progeny.  No lower estimate could have vindicated the indefatigable zeal with 
which she scratched, and her unscrupulousness in digging up the choicest 
flower or vegetable, for the sake of the fat earthworm at its root.  Her nervous 
cluck, when the chicken happened to be hidden in the long grass or under the 
squash-leaves; her gentle croak of satisfaction, while sure of it beneath her wing; 
her note of ill-concealed fear and obstreperous defiance, when she saw her arch-
enemy, a neighbor's cat, on the top of the high fence,--one or other of these 
sounds was to be heard at almost every moment of the day.  By degrees, the 
observer came to feel nearly as much interest in this chicken of illustrious race as 
the mother-hen did.%

Phoebe, after getting well acquainted with the old hen, was sometimes 
permitted to take the chicken in her hand, which was quite capable of grasping 
its cubic inch or two of body.  While she curiously examined its hereditary 
marks,--the peculiar speckle of its plumage, the funny tuft on its head, and a 
knob on each of its legs,--the little biped, as she insisted, kept giving her a 
sagacious wink.  The daguerreotypist once whispered her that these marks 
betokened the oddities of the Pyncheon family, and that the chicken itself was a 
symbol of the life of the old house, embodying its interpretation, likewise, 
although an unintelligible one, as such clews generally are.  It was a feathered 
riddle; a mystery hatched out of an egg, and just as mysterious as if the egg had 
been addle! 

The second of Chanticleer's two wives, ever since Phoebe's arrival, had been 
in a state of heavy despondency, caused, as it afterwards appeared, by her 
inability to lay an egg.  One day, however, by her self-important gait, the 
sideways turn of her head, and the cock of her eye, as she pried into one and 
another nook of the garden,--croaking to herself, all the while, with 
inexpressible complacency,--it was made evident that this identical hen, much as 
mankind undervalued her, carried something about her person the worth of 
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addle: (v) mix up, spoil, confuse, 
abortive, bewilder, bemuse, befuddle, 
fluster, baffle, stillborn; (n) attle. 

biped: (adj, n) bipedal, human; (n) 
creature, brute, fauna, animate being, 
beast. 

choicest: (adj) optimum, best. 
cluck: (v) cackle, clack, click, chuckle, 

utter, emit, chuck, fuss, blab, clatter; 
(n, v) cry. 

earthworm: (n) crawler, dew worm, 
oligochaete, worm, night crawler, red 

worm, fishing worm, dewworm, 
nightcrawler, wiggler, fishworm. 

hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, 
ruled. 

inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 
incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
definite. 

self-important: (adj) arrogant, proud,  

vain, pompous, consequential, 
bumptious, egotistic, exalted, stuffy. 

speckle: (n, v) speck, fleck, spot, daub; 
(n) dapple, freckle, point, blot, 
maculation, patch; (adj, v) bespeckle. 

tuft: (n) wisp, crest, cluster, truss, 
knot, fagot, tassel, strand, thicket, 
curl; (adj, n) feather. 

unscrupulousness: (n) immorality, 
corruption, depravity, evil, 
wickedness, evilness. ANTONYM: 
(n) honesty. 
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which was not to be estimated either in gold or precious stones.  Shortly after, 
there was a prodigious cackling and gratulation of Chanticleer and all his family, 
including the wizened chicken, who appeared to understand the matter quite as 
well as did his sire, his mother, or his aunt.  That afternoon Phoebe found a 
diminutive egg,--not in the regular nest, it was far too precious to be trusted 
there,--but cunningly hidden under the currant-bushes, on some dry stalks of last 
year's grass.  Hepzibah, on learning the fact, took possession of the egg and 
appropriated it to Clifford's breakfast, on account of a certain delicacy of flavor, 
for which, as she affirmed, these eggs had always been famous.  Thus 
unscrupulously did the old gentlewoman sacrifice the continuance, perhaps, of 
an ancient feathered race, with no better end than to supply her brother with a 
dainty that hardly filled the bowl of a tea-spoon! It must have been in reference 
to this outrage that Chanticleer, the next day, accompanied by the bereaved 
mother of the egg, took his post in front of Phoebe and Clifford, and delivered 
himself of a harangue that might have proved as long as his own pedigree, but 
for a fit of merriment on Phoebe's part.  Hereupon, the offended fowl stalked 
away on his long stilts, and utterly withdrew his notice from Phoebe and the rest 
of human nature, until she made her peace with an offering of spice-cake, which, 
next to snails, was the delicacy most in favor with his aristocratic taste.%

We linger too long, no doubt, beside this paltry rivulet of life that flowed 
through the garden of the Pyncheon House.  But we deem it pardonable to 
record these mean incidents and poor delights, because they proved so greatly to 
Clifford's benefit.  They had the earth-smell in them, and contributed to give him 
health and substance.  Some of his occupations wrought less desirably upon him.  
He had a singular propensity, for example, to hang over Maule's well, and look 
at the constantly shifting phantasmagoria of figures produced by the agitation of 
the water over the mosaic-work of colored pebbles at the bottom.  He said that 
faces looked upward to him there, --beautiful faces, arrayed in bewitching 
smiles,--each momentary face so fair and rosy, and every smile so sunny, that he 
felt wronged at its departure, until the same flitting witchcraft made a new one.  
But sometimes he would suddenly cry out, "The dark face gazes at me!" and be 
miserable the whole day afterwards. Phoebe, when she hung over the fountain 
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arrayed: (adj) armored, panoplied, 
clothed, clad, armed; (v) habited, 
accustomed. 

bewitching: (adj, v) charming, 
fascinating, captivating, engaging; 
(adj) attractive, seductive, lovely, 
winning, entrancing, enthralling; (v) 
bewitch. 

gratulation: (n) congratulation. 
harangue: (v) declaim; (n) rant, screed, 

address, tirade, oration, diatribe, 
sermon; (n, v) lecture, discourse,  

stump. 
merriment: (n) fun, amusement, 

cheerfulness, hilarity, glee, jollity, 
frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
(adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
misery, gloom, seriousness, 
despondency, boredom. 

phantasmagoria: (n) hallucination, 
representation, light show, dissolving 
views, optical illusion, 
phantasmagory, mental 
representation, internal  

representation. 
rivulet: (n) stream, creek, streamlet, 

brook, arroyo, brooklet, rillet, runnel, 
watercourse, gill, river. 

stilts: (n) scatches, sprit, stirrup, 
outrigger. 

unscrupulously: (adv) shamelessly, 
unprincipledly, crookedly, 
dishonestly, falsely, ruthlessly, 
unfairly, depravedly, 
consciencelessly, roguishly, sharply. 
ANTONYM: (adv) honestly. 
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by Clifford's side, could see nothing of all this,--neither the beauty nor the 
ugliness,--but only the colored pebbles, looking as if the gush of the waters 
shook and disarranged them.  And the dark face, that so troubled Clifford, was 
no more than the shadow thrown from a branch of one of the damson-trees, and 
breaking the inner light of Maule's well.  The truth was, however, that his fancy--
reviving faster than his will and judgment, and always stronger than they--
created shapes of loveliness that were symbolic of his native character, and now 
and then a stern and dreadful shape that typified his fate.%

On Sundays, after Phoebe had been at church,--for the girl had a church-
going conscience, and would hardly have been at ease had she missed either 
prayer, singing, sermon, or benediction, --after church-time, therefore, there was, 
ordinarily, a sober little festival in the garden.  In addition to Clifford, Hepzibah, 
and Phoebe, two guests made up the company.  One was the artist Holgrave, 
who, in spite of his consociation with reformers, and his other queer and 
questionable traits, continued to hold an elevated place in Hepzibah's regard.  
The other, we are almost ashamed to say, was the venerable Uncle Venner, in a 
clean shirt, and a broadcloth coat, more respectable than his ordinary wear, 
inasmuch as it was neatly patched on each elbow, and might be called an entire 
garment, except for a slight inequality in the length of its skirts.   Clifford, on 
several occasions, had seemed to enjoy the old man's intercourse, for the sake of 
his mellow, cheerful vein, which was like the sweet flavor of a frost-bitten apple, 
such as one picks up under the tree in December.  A man at the very lowest point 
of the social scale was easier and more agreeable for the fallen gentleman to 
encounter than a person at any of the intermediate degrees; and, moreover, as 
Clifford's young manhood had been lost, he was fond of feeling himself 
comparatively youthful, now, in apposition with the patriarchal age of Uncle 
Venner.  In fact, it was sometimes observable that Clifford half wilfully hid from 
himself the consciousness of being stricken in years, and cherished visions of an 
earthly future still before him; visions, however, too indistinctly drawn to be 
followed by disappointment--though, doubtless, by depression--when any casual 
incident or recollection made him sensible of the withered leaf. 
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apposition: (n) juxtaposition, parity, 
modification, application, abuttal, 
meeting; (prep) addition, 
accompaniment, accord, 
accumulation, adaptation. 

benediction: (n, v) blessing; (n) grace, 
orison, thanks, communion, 
doxology, hosanna, invocation, 
supplication, beatitude; (v) bless. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
malediction, anathema. 

cherished: (adj) dear, precious, loved, 

treasured, prized, intimate, wanted, 
valued, pet, valuable, close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
hated, distant. 

consociation: (n) combination, union, 
association, alliance, confederation, 
relationship, partnership. 

disarranged: (adj) disheveled, 
disorderly, untidy, deranged, 
disturbed, delirious, disordered, 
unkempt, tousled, topsy-turvy, 
mussy. ANTONYM: (adj) neat. 

mellow: (adj, v) ripe, mollify, smooth, 
soften; (adj) gentle, luscious, mild, 
soft, juicy; (v) melt, ripen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, frantic, 
fresh, bright, strict, young, frenetic. 

pebbles: (n) shingle, grit, gravel, 
stones. 

wilfully: (adv) willfully, designedly, 
deliberately, knowingly, frowardly, 
headstrongly, consciously, 
stubbornly, purposefully, 
persistently, on purpose. 
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So this oddly composed little social party used to assemble under the ruinous 
arbor.  Hepzibah--stately as ever at heart, and yielding not an inch of her old 
gentility, but resting upon it so much the more, as justifying a princess-like 
condescension--exhibited a not ungraceful hospitality.   She talked kindly to the 
vagrant artist, and took sage counsel--lady as she was--with the wood-sawyer, 
the messenger of everybody's petty errands, the patched philosopher.  And 
Uncle Venner, who had studied the world at street-corners, and other posts 
equally well adapted for just observation, was as ready to give out his wisdom as 
a town-pump to give water.%

"Miss Hepzibah, ma'am," said he once, after they had all been cheerful 
together, "I really enjoy these quiet little meetings of a Sabbath afternoon.  They 
are very much like what I expect to have after I retire to my farm!" 

"Uncle Venner" observed Clifford in a drowsy, inward tone, "is always 
talking about his farm.  But I have a better scheme for him, by and by. We shall 
see!" 

"Ah, Mr. Clifford Pyncheon!" said the man of patches, "you may scheme for 
me as much as you please; but I'm not going to give up this one scheme of my 
own, even if I never bring it really to pass.  It does seem to me that men make a 
wonderful mistake in trying to heap up property upon property.  If I had done 
so, I should feel as if Providence was not bound to take care of me; and, at all 
events, the city wouldn't be! I'm one of those people who think that infinity is big 
enough for us all--and eternity long enough." 

"Why, so they are, Uncle Venner," remarked Phoebe after a pause; for she had 
been trying to fathom the profundity and appositeness of this concluding 
apothegm.  "But for this short life of ours, one would like a house and a moderate 
garden-spot of one's own." 

" It appears to me," said the daguerreotypist, smiling, "that Uncle Venner has 
the principles of Fourier at the bottom of his wisdom; only they have not quite so 
much distinctness in his mind as in that of the systematizing Frenchman." 

"Come, Phoebe," said Hepzibah, "it is time to bring the currants." 
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appositeness: (n) aptness, propriety, 
adequacy, pertinency, suitableness, 
relevancy, appropriateness, 
suitability, expediency, relationship, 
application. ANTONYM: (n) 
inaptness. 

drowsy: (adj, n) sleepy; (adj) lazy, 
comatose, somnolent, slow, lethargic, 
sluggish, dull, indolent, soporific, 
listless. ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, 
awake, lively, vigorous, vivacious, 
refreshed. 

fathom: (n, v) plumb; (v) penetrate, 
discern, bottom, understand, 
comprehend, know, make out, 
measure; (n) probe, gauge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) confuse, 
misunderstand, Miss. 

justifying: (adj) extenuating, 
mitigating; (n) justification, defense. 

profundity: (n) deepness, 
profoundness, abstruseness, 
penetration, wisdom, obscurity, 
astuteness, abstrusity, erudition; (adj) 

profound, extensive. ANTONYMS: 
(n) superficiality, banality, flippancy, 
height, mildness, simplicity. 

sage: (adj) sagacious, discerning, 
intelligent, prudent, judicious, 
learned, profound, knowing; (adj, v) 
grave; (n) philosopher, scholar. 

ungraceful: (adj) clumsy, ungainly, 
graceless, inelegant, stiff, uncouth, 
maladroit, mean, gauche, 
unbecoming, unhandsome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) elegant. 
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And then, while the yellow richness of the declining sunshine still fell into 
the open space of the garden, Phoebe brought out a loaf of bread and a china 
bowl of currants, freshly gathered from the bushes, and crushed with sugar.  
These, with water,--but not from the fountain of ill omen, close at hand,--
constituted all the entertainment.  Meanwhile, Holgrave took some pains to 
establish an intercourse with Clifford, actuated, it might seem, entirely by an 
impulse of kindliness, in order that the present hour might be cheerfuller than 
most which the poor recluse had spent, or was destined yet to spend.  
Nevertheless, in the artist's deep, thoughtful, all-observant eyes, there was, now 
and then, an expression, not sinister, but questionable; as if he had some other 
interest in the scene than a stranger, a youthful and unconnected adventurer, 
might be supposed to have.  With great mobility of outward mood, however, he 
applied himself to the task of enlivening the party; and with so much success, 
that even dark-hued Hepzibah threw off one tint of melancholy, and made what 
shift she could with the remaining portion.  Phoebe said to herself,--"How 
pleasant he can be!"  As for Uncle Venner, as a mark of friendship and 
approbation, he readily consented to afford the young man his countenance in 
the way of his profession,--not metaphorically, be it understood, but literally, by 
allowing a daguerreotype of his face, so familiar to the town, to be exhibited at 
the entrance of Holgrave's studio.%

Clifford, as the company partook of their little banquet, grew to be the gayest 
of them all.  Either it was one of those up-quivering flashes of the spirit, to which 
minds in an abnormal state are liable, or else the artist had subtly touched some 
chord that made musical vibration.  Indeed, what with the pleasant summer 
evening, and the sympathy of this little circle of not unkindly souls, it was 
perhaps natural that a character so susceptible as Clifford's should become 
animated, and show itself readily responsive to what was said around him.  But 
he gave out his own thoughts, likewise, with an airy and fanciful glow; so that 
they glistened, as it were, through the arbor, and made their escape among the 
interstices of the foliage.  He had been as cheerful, no doubt, while alone with 
Phoebe, but never with such tokens of acute, although partial intelligence. 
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actuated: (adj) motivated, actuate. 
adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 

plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, milquetoast.

banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) 
party, celebration, carousal, treat, 
entertainment, spread, dinner, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack. 

enlivening: (adj) cheerful, bracing, 
genial, refreshing, invigorating,  

thrilling, revitalizing, reviving, 
stimulating, pleasant, vitalizing. 

metaphorically: (adv) allegorically, 
symbolically, tralatitiously, 
tropically, parabolically, parabolicly, 
symbolicly, typically. 

omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
augury; (n) indication, portent, 
forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 
auspice. 

tint: (n, v) color, tinge, hue, stain, dye, 
tinct; (n) shade, tincture, tone, cast;  

(v) paint. ANTONYMS: (n) white, 
pallor; (v) whiten, pale. 

unkindly: (adv) cruelly, brutally, 
badly, maliciously, meanly, 
heartlessly, inconsiderately, 
pitilessly, nastily, unsympathetically; 
(adj) unkind. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
understandingly, pleasantly, 
innocently, gently, compassionately, 
benevolently, thoughtfully, 
mercifully. 
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But, as the sunlight left the peaks of the Seven Gables, so did the excitement 
fade out of Clifford's eyes.  He gazed vaguely and mournfully about him, as if he 
missed something precious, and missed it the more drearily for not knowing 
precisely what it was.%

"I want my happiness!" at last he murmured hoarsely and indistinctly, hardly 
Shaping out the words.  "Many, many years have I waited for it! It is late! It is 
late! I want my happiness!" 

Alas, poor Clifford! You are old, and worn with troubles that ought never to 
have befallen you.  You are partly crazy and partly imbecile; a ruin, a failure, as 
almost everybody is,--though some in less degree, or less perceptibly, than their 
fellows.  Fate has no happiness in store for you; unless your quiet home in the 
old family residence with the faithful Hepzibah, and your long summer 
afternoons with Phoebe, and these Sabbath festivals with Uncle Venner and the 
daguerreotypist, deserve to be called happiness! Why not? If not the thing itself, 
it is marvellously like it, and the more so for that ethereal and intangible quality 
which causes it all to vanish at too close an introspection.  Take it, therefore, 
while you may Murmur not,--question not,--but make the most of it! 
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alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) oh; 
(int) lackaday. ANTONYM: (adv) 
luckily. 

drearily: (adv) dismally, sadly, dully, 
melancholy, tediously, boringly, 
bleakly, grimly, gloomily, 
uninterestingly, monotonously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) interestingly, 
cheerfully. 

imbecile: (adj) foolish, idiotic, fatuous, 
dumb, imbecilic, simple; (n) idiot,  

moron, cretin, ass, oaf. ANTONYM: 
(adj) genius. 

introspection: (n) examination, 
contemplation, examen, 
thoughtfulness, reflection, reflexion, 
meditation, discernment, thought; (v) 
scrutiny inspection, study. 

marvellously: (adv) wondrously, 
wonderfully, terrifically, superbly, 
fantastically, miraculously, terrificly, 
phenomenally, gloriously, 
tremendously, tally. 

mournfully: (adv) sadly, sorrowfully, 
glumly, woefully, unhappily, 
plaintively, grievously, funereally, 
dejectedly, dolorously, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
joyfully. 

perceptibly: (adv) discernibly, 
apparently, appreciably, manifestly, 
clearly, sensibly, markedly, 
conspicuously, recognizably, really, 
patently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inaudibly, invisibly. 
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CHAPTER  % X I   

 
THE  ARCHED  WINDOW 

 
 

FROM the inertness, or what we may term the vegetative character, of his 
ordinary mood, Clifford would perhaps have been content to spend one day 
after another, interminably,--or, at least, throughout the summer-time,--in just 
the kind of life described in the preceding pages.  Fancying, however, that it 
might be for his benefit occasionally to diversify the scene, Phoebe sometimes 
suggested that he should look out upon the life of the street.  For this purpose, 
they used to mount the staircase together, to the second story of the house, 
where, at the termination of a wide entry, there was an arched window, of 
uncommonly large dimensions, shaded by a pair of curtains.  It opened above 
the porch, where there had formerly been a balcony, the balustrade of which had 
long since gone to decay, and been removed.  At this arched window, throwing it 
open, but keeping himself in comparative obscurity by means of the curtain, 
Clifford had an opportunity of witnessing such a portion of the great world's 
movement as might be supposed to roll through one of the retired streets of a not 
very populous city.  But he and Phoebe made a sight as well worth seeing as any 
that the city could exhibit.  The pale, gray, childish, aged, melancholy, yet often 
simply cheerful, and sometimes delicately intelligent aspect of Clifford, peering 
from behind the faded crimson of the curtain, --watching the monotony of every-
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

balustrade: (n) fence, banisters, 
banister, bannister, barrier, handrail, 
pale, balusters, guardrail, 
circumvallation, ring fence. 

diversify: (v) alter, vary, differ, 
modulate, variegate, broaden, branch 
out, diversifying, qualify, tamper 
with, expand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
specialize, conform. 

inertness: (n) dullness, inaction, 
inactivity, lethargy, indifference, 
laziness, stupor, torpor, apathy,  

languor, sluggishness. 
monotony: (n) boredom, dullness, 

evenness, sameness, tediousness, 
flatness, dreariness, tautophony, 
tiresomeness; (adj) dull work, 
humdrum. ANTONYMS: (n) variety, 
variation. 

peering: (adj) nosy, prying, snoopy. 
populous: (adj) multitudinous, 

crowded, densely populated, 
multiple, thick, inhabited, numerous, 
manifold, multiplied; (adj, v) teeming; 

(v) closely packed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninhabited. 

streets: (n) street. 
uncommonly: (adv) rarely, strangely, 

infrequently, scarcely, occasionally, 
exceptionally, oddly; (adj, adv) 
particularly, remarkably, singularly, 
curiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frequently, typically. 

vegetative: (adj) vegetal, vegetational, 
involuntary, fertile, asexual, vegetive, 
nonsexual. 
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day %occurrences with a kind of inconsequential interest and earnestness, and, 
at every petty throb of his sensibility, turning for sympathy to the eyes of the 
bright young girl! 

If once he were fairly seated at the window, even Pyncheon Street would 
hardly be so dull and lonely but that, somewhere or other along its extent, 
Clifford might discover matter to occupy his eye, and titillate, if not engross, his 
observation.  Things familiar to the youngest child that had begun its outlook at 
existence seemed strange to him.  A cab; an omnibus, with its populous interior, 
dropping here and there a passenger, and picking up another, and thus 
typifying that vast rolling vehicle, the world, the end of whose journey is 
everywhere and nowhere; these objects he followed eagerly with his eyes, but 
forgot them before the dust raised by the horses and wheels had settled along 
their track.  As regarded novelties (among which cabs and omnibuses were to be 
reckoned), his mind appeared to have lost its proper gripe and retentiveness.  
Twice or thrice, for example, during the sunny hours of the day, a water-cart 
went along by the Pyncheon House, leaving a broad wake of moistened earth, 
instead of the white dust that had risen at a lady's lightest footfall; it was like a 
summer shower, which the city authorities had caught and tamed, and 
compelled it into the commonest routine of their convenience.  With the water-
cart Clifford could never grow familiar; it always affected him with just the same 
surprise as at first.  His mind took an apparently sharp impression from it, but 
lost the recollection of this perambulatory shower, before its next reappearance, 
as completely as did the street itself, along which the heat so quickly strewed 
white dust again. It was the same with the railroad.  Clifford could hear the 
obstreperous howl of the steam-devil, and, by leaning a little way from the 
arched window, could catch a glimpse of the trains of cars, flashing a brief transit 
across the extremity of the street.  The idea of terrible energy thus forced upon 
him was new at every recurrence, and seemed to affect him as disagreeably, and 
with almost as much surprise, the hundredth time as the first. 

Nothing gives a sadder sense of decay than this loss or suspension of the 
power to deal with unaccustomed things, and to keep up with the swiftness of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

engross: (v) absorb, engage, consume, 
occupy, copy, captivate, fascinate, 
involve, swallow, engulf; (adj, v) 
immerse. ANTONYMS: (v) reject, 
ignore, distract, bore. 

footfall: (n, v) tread, pace; (v) gait, 
velocity, stride; (n) footstep, tramp; 
(adj) fault, claudication, slip, trip. 

hundredth: (n) centesm, common 
fraction, one percent, secular. 

inconsequential: (adj) inconsequent, 
minor, unimportant, trivial,  

negligible, small, irrelevant, 
insignificant, frivolous, trifling, 
slight. ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
major, responsible, serious, crucial. 

novelties: (n) odds and ends. 
perambulatory: (adj) wayfaring, 

vagabond, ambulatory. 
retentiveness: (n) retention, memory, 

keeping, computer memory, faculty, 
holding, impermeableness, lien, 
memory board, mental faculty, 
module. 

strewed: (v) besprent, sprinkled over. 
swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 

celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness. 

titillate: (v) thrill, excite, stimulate, 
intrigue, interest, provoke, arouse, 
attract, coquet, please; (adj) appetize. 
ANTONYM: (v) repulse. 

typifying: (n) representational 
process, typification; (adj) allegorical. 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 159

the passing moment.  It can merely be a suspended animation; for, were the 
power actually to perish, there would be little use of immortality.  We are less 
than ghosts, for the time being, whenever this calamity befalls us.%

Clifford was indeed the most inveterate of conservatives.  All the antique 
fashions of the street were dear to him; even such as were characterized by a 
rudeness that would naturally have annoyed his fastidious senses.  He loved the 
old rumbling and jolting carts, the former track of which he still found in his 
long-buried remembrance, as the observer of to-day finds the wheel-tracks of 
ancient vehicles in Herculaneum.  The butcher's cart, with its snowy canopy, was 
an acceptable object; so was the fish-cart, heralded by its horn; so, likewise, was 
the countryman's cart of vegetables, plodding from door to door, with long 
pauses of the patient horse, while his owner drove a trade in turnips, carrots, 
summer-squashes, string-beans, green peas, and new potatoes, with half the 
housewives of the neighborhood.  The baker's cart, with the harsh music of its 
bells, had a pleasant effect on Clifford, because, as few things else did, it jingled 
the very dissonance of yore.  One afternoon a scissor-grinder chanced to set his 
wheel a-going under the Pyncheon Elm, and just in front of the arched window.   
Children came running with their mothers' scissors, or the carving-knife, or the 
paternal razor, or anything else that lacked an edge (except, indeed, poor 
Clifford's wits), that the grinder might apply the article to his magic wheel, and 
give it back as good as new.  Round went the busily revolving machinery, kept in 
motion by the scissor-grinder's foot, and wore away the hard steel against the 
hard stone, whence issued an intense and spiteful prolongation of a hiss as fierce 
as those emitted by Satan and his compeers in Pandemonium, though squeezed 
into smaller compass.  It was an ugly, little, venomous serpent of a noise, as ever 
did petty violence to human ears.  But Clifford listened with rapturous delight.  
The sound, however disagreeable, had very brisk life in it, and, together with the 
circle of curious children watching the revolutions of the wheel, appeared to give 
him a more vivid sense of active, bustling, and sunshiny existence than he had 
attained in almost any other way.  Nevertheless, its charm lay chiefly in the past; 
for the scissor-grinder's wheel had hissed in his childish ears. 
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hiss: (v) fizz, spit, whiz, whisper, 
whoosh; (n) buzz, jeer, hissing, 
ridicule; (n, v) hoot, taunt. 

inveterate: (adj) incorrigible, 
confirmed, chronic, ingrained, old, 
irredeemable; (adj, v) fixed; (v) 
rooted, ingrafted, hackneyed; (n) 
ineffaceable. 

jolting: (adj) jolty, bumpy, bouncing, 
jouncing, unsmooth, moving, 
bouncy; (n) concussion. 

peas: (n) beans, bean, bills. 

plodding: (adj) slow, stodgy, heavy, 
hardworking, ponderous, steady; (n) 
persistence, grind, donkeywork, 
drudgery, walking. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dilettante, rapid. 

prolongation: (n, v) protraction; (n) 
continuance, extension, elongation, 
production, lengthening, 
perpetuation, length, maintenance, 
lengthiness, duration. 

rapturous: (adj) overjoyed, enraptured, 
rapt, delighted, rhapsodic, blissful;  

(adj, v) ravishing; (v) ardent, 
passionate, fond, erotic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) down. 

snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, blank, 
hoary, achromatic, snow-white, 
unblemished, wintry, wet, favorite. 

turnips: (n) root crop, brassica, genus 
brassica, cauliflowers, potatoes. 

yore: (n) past, history, past times, 
yesteryear, old times, auld langsyne, 
time out of mind, time immemorial, 
the good old days, past tense. 
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He sometimes made doleful complaint that there were no stage-coaches 
nowadays.  And he asked in an injured tone what had become of all those old 
square-topped chaises, with wings sticking out on either side, that used to be 
drawn by a plough-horse, and driven by a farmer's wife and daughter, peddling 
whortle-berries and blackberries about the town.  Their disappearance made him 
doubt, he said, whether the berries had not left off growing in the broad pastures 
and along the shady country lanes.%

But anything that appealed to the sense of beauty, in however humble a way, 
did not require to be recommended by these old associations.  This was 
observable when one of those Italian boys (who are rather a modern feature of 
our streets) came along with his barrel-organ, and stopped under the wide and 
cool shadows of the elm.  With his quick professional eye he took note of the two 
faces watching him from the arched window, and, opening his instrument, began 
to scatter its melodies abroad.  He had a monkey on his shoulder, dressed in a 
Highland plaid; and, to complete the sum of splendid attractions wherewith he 
presented himself to the public, there was a company of little figures, whose 
sphere and habitation was in the mahogany case of his organ, and whose 
principle of life was the music which the Italian made it his business to grind out.  
In all their variety of occupation,--the cobbler, the blacksmith, the soldier, the 
lady with her fan, the toper with his bottle, the milkmaid sitting by her, cow--
this fortunate little society might truly be said to enjoy a harmonious existence, 
and to make life literally a dance.  The Italian turned a crank; and, behold! every 
one of these small individuals started into the most curious vivacity.  The cobbler 
wrought upon a shoe; the blacksmith hammered his iron, the soldier waved his 
glittering blade; the lady raised a tiny breeze with her fan; the jolly toper 
swigged lustily at his bottle; a scholar opened his book with eager thirst for 
knowledge, and turned his head to and fro along the page; the milkmaid 
energetically drained her cow; and a miser counted gold into his strong-box,--all 
at the same turning of a crank.  Yes; and, moved by the self-same impulse, a 
lover saluted his mistress on her lips! Possibly some cynic, at once merry and 
bitter, had desired to signify, in this pantomimic scene, that we mortals, 
whatever our business or amusement,--however serious, however trifling, --all 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cynic: (adj, n) skeptic; (n) doubter, 
critic, misanthrope, detractor, yogi, 
sanyasi, doubting Thomas, frondeur, 
man hater; (adj) cynical. 
ANTONYMS: (n) supporter, 
optimist. 

doleful: (adj) mournful, sorrowful, 
sad, disconsolate, melancholy, 
miserable, piteous, dolorous, somber, 
woeful; (adj, v) dolesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gleeful, happy, 
glad, cheery, elated, euphoric. 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily. 

milkmaid: (n) farmhand, fieldhand, 
farm worker. 

miser: (n) stinginess, curmudgeon, 
hunks, muckworm, niggard, 
skinflint, cheapskate, parsimony, 
moneygrubber, Jew, miserliness. 

mortals: (n) people. 
pantomimic: (v) pathognomonic,  

symptomatic, representative, 
symbolic, typical; (adj) pantomime, 
emblematic, diagnostic, armorial. 

peddling: (n) hawking, vendition, 
peddlery, selling; (adj) mean, 
piddling, shabby, parsimonious, 
miserly, penny wise, scrubby. 

self-same: (adj) uniform, twin. 
toper: (n, v) drunkard, sot; (n) drinker, 

tippler, carouser, guzzler, bibber, 
bacchant, imbiber, winebibber, 
tosspot. 
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dance to one identical tune, and, in spite of our ridiculous activity, bring nothing 
finally to pass.  For the most remarkable aspect of the affair was, that, at the 
cessation of the music, everybody was petrified at once, from the most 
extravagant life into a dead torpor.  Neither was the cobbler's shoe finished, nor 
the blacksmith's iron shaped out; nor was there a drop less of brandy in the 
toper's bottle, nor a drop more of milk in the milkmaid's pail, nor one additional 
coin in the miser's strong-box, nor was the scholar a page deeper in his book.  All 
were precisely in the same condition as before they made themselves so 
ridiculous by their haste to toil, to enjoy, to accumulate gold, and to become 
wise.  Saddest of all, moreover, the lover was none the happier for the maiden's 
granted kiss! But, rather than swallow this last too acrid ingredient, we reject the 
whole moral of the show.%

The monkey, meanwhile, with a thick tail curling out into preposterous 
prolixity from beneath his tartans, took his station at the Italian's feet.  He turned 
a wrinkled and abominable little visage to every passer-by, and to the circle of 
children that soon gathered round, and to Hepzibah's shop-door, and upward to 
the arched window, whence Phoebe and Clifford were looking down. Every 
moment, also, he took off his Highland bonnet, and performed a bow and scrape.  
Sometimes, moreover, he made personal application to individuals, holding out 
his small black palm, and otherwise plainly signifying his excessive desire for 
whatever filthy lucre might happen to be in anybody's pocket.  The mean and 
low, yet strangely man-like expression of his wilted countenance; the prying and 
crafty glance, that showed him ready to gripe at every miserable advantage; his 
enormous tail (too enormous to be decently concealed under his gabardine), and 
the deviltry of nature which it betokened,--take this monkey just as he was, in 
short, and you could desire no better image of the Mammon of copper coin, 
symbolizing the grossest form of the love of money. Neither was there any 
possibility of satisfying the covetous little devil.  Phoebe threw down a whole 
handful of cents, which he picked up with joyless eagerness, handed them over 
to the Italian for safekeeping, and immediately recommenced a series of 
pantomimic petitions for more. 
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covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; (adj, 
v) sordid, mercenary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) giving, benevolent, sharing. 

deviltry: (n) devilment, devilry, 
rascality, blaze, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, misbehavior, misbehaviour, 
wickedness, misdeed. 

joyless: (adj) cheerless, gloomy, 
dreary, dark, sad, melancholy, 
funereal, comfortless, dolorous,  

doleful, desolate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
joyous, happy. 

lucre: (n) pelf, earnings, gelt, profit, 
kale, dough, advantage, mammon, 
dividend, return, income. 

pail: (n) bucketful, jug, tub, pailful, 
cannikin, pails, skeel, tankard, pot, 
pipkin, vessel. 

prolixity: (n) verbosity, verbiage, 
flatulence, prolixness, verbalization, 
lengthiness, verboseness, diffuseness, 
copiousness, length, circumlocution. 

ANTONYM: (n) conciseness. 
safekeeping: (n) keeping, care, 

guardianship, charge, protection, 
conservation, preservation, trust, 
hands, responsibility; (adj) tutelage. 

symbolizing: (n) symbolization, 
representational process, figuration, 
symbol; (adj) allegorical. 

wilted: (v) stale, shaken, dilapidated, 
frayed, passe; (adj) withered, limp, 
wizened, wasted away, wasted, 
threadbare. 
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Doubtless, more than one New-Englander--or, let him be of what country he 
might, it is as likely to be the case--passed by, and threw a look at the monkey, 
and went on, without imagining how nearly his own moral condition was here 
exemplified.  Clifford, however, was a being of another order.  He had taken 
childish delight in the music, and smiled, too, at the figures which it set in 
motion.  But, after looking awhile at the long-tailed imp, he was so shocked by 
his horrible ugliness, spiritual as well as physical, that he actually began to shed 
tears; a weakness which men of merely delicate endowments, and destitute of 
the fiercer, deeper, and more tragic power of laughter, can hardly avoid, when 
the worst and meanest aspect of life happens to be presented to them.%

Pyncheon Street was sometimes enlivened by spectacles of more imposing 
pretensions than the above, and which brought the multitude along with them.  
With a shivering repugnance at the idea of personal contact with the world, a 
powerful impulse still seized on Clifford, whenever the rush and roar of the 
human tide grew strongly audible to him.  This was made evident, one day, 
when a political procession, with hundreds of flaunting banners, and drums, 
fifes, clarions, and cymbals, reverberating between the rows of buildings, 
marched all through town, and trailed its length of trampling footsteps, and most 
infrequent uproar, past the ordinarily quiet House of the Seven Gables.  As a 
mere object of sight, nothing is more deficient in picturesque features than a 
procession seen in its passage through narrow streets.  The spectator feels it to be 
fool's play, when he can distinguish the tedious commonplace of each man's 
visage, with the perspiration and weary self-importance on it, and the very cut of 
his pantaloons, and the stiffness or laxity of his shirt-collar, and the dust on the 
back of his black coat.  In order to become majestic, it should be viewed from 
some vantage point, as it rolls its slow and long array through the centre of a 
wide plain, or the stateliest public square of a city; for then, by its remoteness, it 
melts all the petty personalities, of which it is made up, into one broad mass of 
existence,--one great life,--one collected body of mankind, with a vast, 
homogeneous spirit animating it.  But, on the other hand, if an impressible 
person, standing alone over the brink of one of these processions, should behold 
it, not in its atoms, but in its aggregate,--as a mighty river of life, massive in its 
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animating: (adj) enlivening, 
invigorating, inspiriting, inspiring, 
proceleusmatic, stirring, exhilarating, 
glad, animated, exciting; (n) 
awakening. 

cymbals: (n) piatti. 
drums: (n) drumming. 
enlivened: (adj) bouncy, active, 

spirited, alive, bouncing. 
impressible: (adj) impressionable, 

sensitive, soft, delicate, sensible, 
adhesive, easily affected, fine, gentle, 

courteous, easy. 
laxity: (n) laxness, relaxation, 

carelessness, remissness, laches, 
evasion, failure, feebleness; (adj) 
flaccidity, immorality, debasement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) intervention, 
strictness, vigilance, severity, 
attention. 

pretensions: (n) airs, affected manner, 
mannerism. 

reverberating: (adj) resounding, 
reverberant, ringing, resonating,  

deep, rumbling, muted, 
reverberative, booming, rolling, dull. 

self-importance: (n) arrogance, pride, 
conceit, pretension, assumption, 
egoism, gall. 

ugliness: (n) eyesore, offensiveness, 
hideousness, garishness, gaudiness, 
grotesqueness, grotesquery, 
repulsiveness, homeliness, 
unsightliness; (adj, n) unpleasantness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) beauty, 
attractiveness, pleasantness. 
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tide, and black with mystery, and, out of its depths, calling to the kindred depth 
within him,--then the contiguity would add to the effect.  It might so fascinate 
him that he would hardly be restrained from plunging into the surging stream of 
human sympathies.%

So it proved with Clifford.  He shuddered; he grew pale; he threw an 
appealing look at Hepzibah and Phoebe, who were with him at the window.  
They comprehended nothing of his emotions, and supposed him merely 
disturbed by the unaccustomed tumult.  At last, with tremulous limbs, he started 
up, set his foot on the window-sill, and in an instant more would have been in 
the unguarded balcony.  As it was, the whole procession might have seen him, a 
wild, haggard figure, his gray locks floating in the wind that waved their 
banners; a lonely being, estranged from his race, but now feeling himself man 
again, by virtue of the irrepressible instinct that possessed him.  Had Clifford 
attained the balcony, he would probably have leaped into the street; but whether 
impelled by the species of terror that sometimes urges its victim over the very 
precipice which he shrinks from, or by a natural magnetism, tending towards the 
great centre of humanity, it were not easy to decide.  Both impulses might have 
wrought on him at once. 

But his companions, affrighted by his gesture,--which was that of a man 
hurried away in spite of himself,--seized Clifford's garment and held him back.  
Hepzibah shrieked.  Phoebe, to whom all extravagance was a horror, burst into 
sobs and tears. 

"Clifford, Clifford! are you crazy?" cried his sister. 
"I hardly know, Hepzibah," said Clifford, drawing a long breath. "Fear 

nothing,--it is over now,--but had I taken that plunge, and survived it, methinks 
it would have made me another man!" 

Possibly, in some sense, Clifford may have been right.  He needed a shock; or 
perhaps he required to take a deep, deep plunge into the ocean of human life, 
and to sink down and be covered by its profoundness, and then to emerge, 
sobered, invigorated, restored to the world and to himself.  Perhaps again, he 
required nothing less than the great final remedy--death! 
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attained: (adj) attains, attaint, reached, 
complete, earned, fulfilled. 

comprehended: (adj) understood, 
apprehended. 

fascinate: (adj, n, v) charm; (n, v) 
allure, enchant, entice; (adj, v) attract; 
(v) bewitch, enthrall, enrapture, 
enthral, entrance, capture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, tire, repel, 
disenchant, disinterest, appall. 

invigorated: (adj) brisk, reinvigorated, 
impudent, impertinent, energizing,  

energising, clean, bracing, refreshed. 
irrepressible: (adj) uncontrollable, 

uncontainable, unmanageable, 
wanton, inextinguishable, rampant, 
effervescent; (v) ungovernable, 
volcanic, stanchless, simmering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orderly. 

precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop. 

profoundness: (n) deepness, 
abstruseness, reconditeness,  

profundity, abstrusity, astuteness, 
sapience, wisdom, obscurity, 
perspicacity, penetrating knowledge. 
ANTONYM: (n) superficiality. 

unguarded: (adj) vulnerable, 
incautious, defenseless, careless, 
unprotected, exposed, insecure, 
undefended; (v) thoughtless, 
thriftless, shiftless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, careful, safe, 
guarded, armed, invulnerable, 
secure. 
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A similar yearning to renew the broken links of brotherhood with his kind 
sometimes showed itself in a milder form; and once it was made beautiful by the 
religion that lay even deeper than itself.  In the incident now to be sketched, there 
was a touching recognition, on Clifford's part, of God's care and love towards 
him,--towards this poor, forsaken man, who, if any mortal could, might have 
been pardoned for regarding himself as thrown aside, forgotten, and left to be 
the sport of some fiend, whose playfulness was an ecstasy of mischief.%

It was the Sabbath morning; one of those bright, calm Sabbaths, with its own 
hallowed atmosphere, when Heaven seems to diffuse itself over the earth's face 
in a solemn smile, no less sweet than solemn.  On such a Sabbath morn, were we 
pure enough to be its medium, we should be conscious of the earth's natural 
worship ascending through our frames, on whatever spot of ground we stood. 
The church-bells, with various tones, but all in harmony, were calling out and 
responding to one another,--"It is the Sabbath! --The Sabbath!--Yea; the Sabbath!"-
-and over the whole city the bells scattered the blessed sounds, now slowly, now 
with livelier joy, now one bell alone, now all the bells together, crying earnestly,--
"It is the Sabbath!" and flinging their accents afar off, to melt into the air and 
pervade it with the holy word.  The air with God's sweetest and tenderest 
sunshine in it, was meet for mankind to breathe into their hearts, and send it 
forth again as the utterance of prayer. 

Clifford sat at the window with Hepzibah, watching the neighbors as they 
stepped into the street.  All of them, however unspiritual on other days, were 
transfigured by the Sabbath influence; so that their very garments--whether it 
were an old man's decent coat well brushed for the thousandth time, or a little 
boy's first sack and trousers finished yesterday by his mother's needle--had 
somewhat of the quality of ascension-robes.  Forth, likewise, from the portal of 
the old house stepped Phoebe, putting up her small green sunshade, and 
throwing upward a glance and smile of parting kindness to the faces at the 
arched window.  In her aspect there was a familiar gladness, and a holiness that 
you could play with, and yet reverence it as much as ever.  She was like a prayer, 
offered up in the homeliest beauty of one's mother-tongue.  Fresh was Phoebe, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 
brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel. 

flinging: (n) casting, cast. 
gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 

delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure. 

morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 
period, prime, aurora, a, amount of  

time, break of dawn, break of day, 
break of the day. 

pervade: (adj, v) fill; (v) infiltrate, 
penetrate, diffuse, imbue, percolate, 
occupy, impregnate, saturate, pass 
through, charge. 

playfulness: (n) mischief, 
impertinence, gaiety, archness, 
friskiness, pertness, merriment, 
humor, impishness; (n, v) play, sport. 
ANTONYM: (n) seriousness. 

portal: (n) gate, door, mouth, gateway, 

porch, entry, entrance, inlet, portals, 
entree, lips. 

sunshade: (n) awning, canopy, 
parasol, shade, sunblind, marquee, 
umbrella, tilt, blind, covering, tent. 

thousandth: (adj) millesimal; (n) 
simple fraction. 

unspiritual: (adj) materialistic, 
temporal, carnal, impersonal, 
nonsubjective, physical, sensual, 
terrestrial, ungodly, bodily, profane. 
ANTONYM: (adj) spiritual. 
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moreover, and airy and sweet in her apparel; as if nothing that she wore--neither 
her gown, nor her small straw bonnet, nor her little kerchief, any more than her 
snowy stockings--had ever been put on before; or, if worn, were all the fresher 
for it, and with a fragrance as if they had lain among the rose-buds.%

The girl waved her hand to Hepzibah and Clifford, and went up the street; a 
religion in herself, warm, simple, true, with a substance that could walk on earth, 
and a spirit that was capable of heaven. 

"Hepzibah," asked Clifford, after watching Phoebe to the corner, "do you 
never go to church?" 

"No, Clifford!" she replied,--"not these many, many years!" 
"Were I to be there," he rejoined, "it seems to me that I could pray once more, 

when so many human souls were praying all around me!" 
She looked into Clifford's face, and beheld there a soft natural effusion; for 

his heart gushed out, as it were, and ran over at his eyes, in delightful reverence 
for God, and kindly affection for his human brethren.  The emotion 
communicated itself to Hepzibah.  She yearned to take him by the hand, and go 
and kneel down, they two together,--both so long separate from the world, and, 
as she now recognized, scarcely friends with Him above,--to kneel down among 
the people, and be reconciled to God and man at once. 

"Dear brother," said she earnestly, "let us go! We belong nowhere.  We have 
not a foot of space in any church to kneel upon; but let us go to some place of 
worship, even if we stand in the broad aisle.  Poor and forsaken as we are, some 
pew-door will be opened to us!" 

So Hepzibah and her brother made themselves, ready--as ready as they could 
in the best of their old-fashioned garments, which had hung on pegs, or been laid 
away in trunks, so long that the dampness and mouldy smell of the past was on 
them,--made themselves ready, in their faded bettermost, to go to church.  They 
descended the staircase together,--gaunt, sallow Hepzibah, and pale, emaciated, 
age-stricken Clifford! They pulled open the front door, and stepped across the 
threshold, and felt, both of them, as if they were standing in the presence of the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe. 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold. 

dampness: (n) clamminess, humidity, 
moistness, moisture, wet, wetness, 
vapor, dankness, drizzle, heat, 
mugginess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dryness, smoothness, freshness. 

effusion: (n) effluence, eruption,  

outpour, efflux, outburst, exudation, 
extrusion, exhalation, emanation, 
emission, flow. 

emaciated: (adj) bony, lean, thin, 
gaunt, skinny, meager, wasted, 
haggard, slender, slim, lanky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fat, obese, heavy, 
bloated, beefy, overweight. 

fresher: (n) fresh, lowerclassman, 
underclassman, neophyte, fledgeling, 
entrant, fledgling. 

kerchief: (n) napkin, neckerchief,  

hood, snood, headscarf, muffler, 
scarf, shawl, coif, babushka, Kercher. 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, bob, 
cry for quarter, dip, duck, humble 
oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement. 

pegs: (v) legs, feet, trotters, pins. 
praying: (n) prayer. 
reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 

serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled. 
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whole world, and with mankind's great and terrible eye on them alone.  The eye 
of their Father seemed to be withdrawn, and gave them no encouragement.  The 
warm sunny air of the street made them shiver.   Their hearts quaked within 
them at the idea of taking one step farther.%

"It cannot be, Hepzibah!--it is too late," said Clifford with deep sadness.  "We 
are ghosts! We have no right among human beings,--no right anywhere but in 
this old house, which has a curse on it, and which, therefore, we are doomed to 
haunt! And, besides," he continued, with a fastidious sensibility, inalienably 
characteristic of the man," it would not be fit nor beautiful to go! It is an ugly 
thought that I should be frightful to my fellow-beings, and that children would 
cling to their mothers' gowns at sight of me!" 

They shrank back into the dusky passage-way, and closed the door. But, 
going up the staircase again, they found the whole interior of the house tenfold, 
more dismal, and the air closer and heavier, for the glimpse and breath of 
freedom which they had just snatched.  They could not flee; their jailer had but 
left the door ajar in mockery, and stood behind it to watch them stealing out.  At 
the threshold, they felt his pitiless gripe upon them.  For, what other dungeon is 
so dark as one's own heart! What jailer so inexorable as one's self! 

But it would be no fair picture of Clifford's state of mind were we to 
represent him as continually or prevailingly wretched.  On the contrary, there 
was no other man in the city, we are bold to affirm, of so much as half his years, 
who enjoyed so many lightsome and griefless moments as himself.  He had no 
burden of care upon him; there were none of those questions and contingencies 
with the future to be settled which wear away all other lives, and render them 
not worth having by the very process of providing for their support.  In this 
respect he was a child, --a child for the whole term of his existence, be it long or 
short.  Indeed, his life seemed to be standing still at a period little in advance of 
childhood, and to cluster all his reminiscences about that epoch; just as, after the 
torpor of a heavy blow, the sufferer's reviving consciousness goes back to a 
moment considerably behind the accident that stupefied him.  He sometimes 
told Phoebe and Hepzibah his dreams, in which he invariably played the part of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fastidious: (adj, n) exacting, critical, 
accurate; (adj) delicate, particular, 
careful, exigent, dainty, 
discriminating, nice, fussy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unfastidious, careless, uncouth, 
uncritical, easy, indifferent, 
undemanding, slapdash, relaxed, 
easygoing. 

jailer: (n) prison guard, guard, keeper, 
screw, turnkey, warder, jailor, custos, 
custodian, goaler, lawman. 

lightsome: (adj, v) light; (adj) blithe, 
lighthearted, blithesome, cheerful, 
sunny, gay, nimble, airy, happy, 
jocund. 

pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, 
cruel, ruthless, implacable, 
remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, 
heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, charitable, soft, 
compassionate, warmhearted, 
sympathetic, flexible, caring, tolerant.

prevailingly: (adv) rifely, principally,  

predominantly, overridingly, usually, 
influentially, rulingly, widespreadly, 
generally, preponderantly, 
conventionally. 

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed. 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten. 
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a child, or a very young man.  So vivid were they, in his relation of them, that he 
once held a dispute with his sister as to the particular figure or print of a chintz 
morning-dress which he had seen their mother wear, in the dream of the 
preceding night.  Hepzibah, piquing herself on a woman's accuracy in such 
matters, held it to be slightly different from what Clifford described; but, 
producing the very gown from an old trunk, it proved to be identical with his 
remembrance of it.  Had Clifford, every time that he emerged out of dreams so 
lifelike, undergone the torture of transformation from a boy into an old and 
broken man, the daily recurrence of the shock would have been too much to 
bear.  It would have caused an acute agony to thrill from the morning twilight, 
all the day through, until bedtime; and even then would have mingled a dull, 
inscrutable pain and pallid hue of misfortune with the visionary bloom and 
adolescence of his slumber.  But the nightly moonshine interwove itself with the 
morning mist, and enveloped him as in a robe, which he hugged about his 
person, and seldom let realities pierce through; he was not often quite awake, 
but slept open-eyed, and perhaps fancied himself most dreaming then.%

Thus, lingering always so near his childhood, he had sympathies with 
children, and kept his heart the fresher thereby, like a reservoir into which 
rivulets were pouring not far from the fountain-head.  Though prevented, by a 
subtile sense of propriety, from desiring to associate with them, he loved few 
things better than to look out of the arched window and see a little girl driving 
her hoop along the sidewalk, or schoolboys at a game of ball.  Their voices, also, 
were very pleasant to him, heard at a distance, all swarming and intermingling 
together as flies do in a sunny room. 

Clifford would, doubtless, have been glad to share their sports. One 
afternoon he was seized with an irresistible desire to blow soap-bubbles; an 
amusement, as Hepzibah told Phoebe apart, that had been a favorite one with 
her brother when they were both children.  Behold him, therefore, at the arched 
window, with an earthen pipe in his mouth! Behold him, with his gray hair, and 
a wan, unreal smile over his countenance, where still hovered a beautiful grace, 
which his worst enemy must have acknowledged to be spiritual and immortal, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chintz: (n) fabric. 
desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 

desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly. 
earthen: (adj) clay, ceramic, 

earthenware. 
favorite: (adj, n) darling, favourite, 

dear, number one; (adj) favored, 
beloved, popular; (n) pet, choice, 
pick, preference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, superior, underdog; 
(adj) unwanted, despised, disliked, 
hated, unusual. 

hoop: (n) circle, band, ring, loop, 
annulus, round, sphere, wheel, 
circlet, halo; (v) encircle. 

intermingling: (n) entangling, mlange, 
merger, combination. 

lifelike: (adj) vivid, graphic, faithful, 
living, natural, bright, truthful, lively, 
genuine, true to life, live. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inaccurate. 

moonshine: (adj, n) moonlight, 
rubbish; (adj) moonbeam, bosh, 
moonglade; (n) bootleg, moon, rot, all 

talk, corn liquor, nonsense. 
open-eyed: (adj) watchful. 
pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 

perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal. 

piquing: (adj) crisp. 
swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 

packed, populous, sensitive, thick; (v) 
dense, crowded to suffocation, 
serried, closely packed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted. 
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since it had survived so long! Behold him, scattering airy spheres abroad from 
the window into the street! Little impalpable worlds were those soap-bubbles, 
with the big world depicted, in hues bright as imagination, on the nothing of 
their surface.  It was curious to see how the passers-by regarded these brilliant 
fantasies, as they came floating down, and made the dull atmosphere 
imaginative about them.  Some stopped to gaze, and perhaps, carried a pleasant 
recollection of the bubbles onward as far as the street-corner; some looked 
angrily upward, as if poor Clifford wronged them by setting an image of beauty 
afloat so near their dusty pathway.  A great many put out their fingers or their 
walking-sticks to touch, withal; and were perversely gratified, no doubt, when 
the bubble, with all its pictured earth and sky scene, vanished as if it had never 
been.%

At length, just as an elderly gentleman of very dignified presence happened 
to be passing, a large bubble sailed majestically down, and burst right against 
his nose! He looked up,--at first with a stern, keen glance, which penetrated at 
once into the obscurity behind the arched window,--then with a smile which 
might be conceived as diffusing a dog-day sultriness for the space of several 
yards about him. 

"Aha, Cousin Clifford!" cried Judge Pyncheon.  "What! still blowing soap-
bubbles!" 

The tone seemed as if meant to be kind and soothing, but yet had a bitterness 
of sarcasm in it.  As for Clifford, an absolute palsy of fear came over him.  Apart 
from any definite cause of dread which his past experience might have given 
him, he felt that native and original horror of the excellent Judge which is proper 
to a weak, delicate, and apprehensive character in the presence of massive 
strength.  Strength is incomprehensible by weakness, and, therefore, the more 
terrible.  There is no greater bugbear than a strong-willed relative in the circle of 
his own connections. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, current, 
in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot. 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook. 

bugbear: (n) bogeyman, air drawn 
dagger, boogeyman, booger, 
nightmare, bogy, bogey, apparition,  

bogle, goblin, hobgoblin. 
gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased, 

delighted, happy, thankful, grateful, 
content, complacent, comfortable, 
cheerful. 

majestically: (adv) magnificently, 
regally, imperially, splendidly, nobly, 
sublimely, solemnly, grandly, loftily, 
impressively, gloriously. 

obscurity: (n) gloom, darkness, shade, 
dimness, obscureness, night, 
oblivion, haze, ambiguity, shadow,  

cloudiness. ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, 
fame, light, simplicity, prominence, 
celebrity, brightness. 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, before, 
forth, onwards, along, in advance, 
frontward, forrader; (adv, prep) on; 
(adj) progressive. ANTONYM: (adv) 
backward. 

palsy: (v) cripple, paralyze; (n) 
anaesthesia, apoplexy, akinesia, 
alalia, paralyzation, numbness; (adj) 
decline, consumption, sideration. 
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CHAPTER  % X I I   

 
THE  DAGUERR EOTYP I ST  

 
 

IT must not be supposed that the life of a personage naturally so active as 
Phoebe could be wholly confined within the precincts of the old Pyncheon 
House.  Clifford's demands upon her time were usually satisfied, in those long 
days, considerably earlier than sunset.  Quiet as his daily existence seemed, it 
nevertheless drained all the resources by which he lived.  It was not physical 
exercise that overwearied him,--for except that he sometimes wrought a little 
with a hoe, or paced the garden-walk, or, in rainy weather, traversed a large 
unoccupied room,--it was his tendency to remain only too quiescent, as regarded 
any toil of the limbs and muscles.  But, either there was a smouldering fire 
within him that consumed his vital energy, or the monotony that would have 
dragged itself with benumbing effect over a mind differently situated was no 
monotony to Clifford.  Possibly, he was in a state of second growth and recovery, 
and was constantly assimilating nutriment for his spirit and intellect from 
sights, sounds, and events which passed as a perfect void to persons more 
practised with the world.  As all is activity and vicissitude to the new mind of a 
child, so might it be, likewise, to a mind that had undergone a kind of new 
creation, after its long-suspended life. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assimilating: (adj) assimilate, 
absorptive, absorbent, assimilative, 
assimilatory. 

benumbing: (adj) benumbed. 
intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, 

understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche, 
genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: (n) 
stupidity. 

nutriment: (n, v) nourishment; (n) 
food, fare, diet, nutrient, nutrition, 
alimentation, feed, nurture, meat,  

meal. 
rainy: (adj) moist, pluvial, damp, 

pluvious, stormy, juicy, dirty, soppy, 
raining, drizzly; (adj, v) showery. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. 

smouldering: (adj) live, angry. 
sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 

twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak. 

unoccupied: (adj) empty, vacant,  

unemployed, free, desolate, void, 
uninhabited, idle, inactive, deserted, 
abandoned. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
inhabited, overcrowded, solid, 
working, busy. 

void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
(v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 
meaningful, solid; (n) fullness. 
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Be the cause what it might, Clifford commonly retired to rest, thoroughly 
exhausted, while the sunbeams were still melting through his window-curtains, 
or were thrown with late lustre on the chamber wall.  And while he thus slept 
early, as other children do, and dreamed of childhood, Phoebe was free to follow 
her own tastes for the remainder of the day and evening.%

This was a freedom essential to the health even of a character so little 
susceptible of morbid influences as that of Phoebe.  The old house, as we have 
already said, had both the dry-rot and the damp-rot in its walls; it was not good 
to breathe no other atmosphere than that.  Hepzibah, though she had her 
valuable and redeeming traits, had grown to be a kind of lunatic by imprisoning 
herself so long in one place, with no other company than a single series of ideas, 
and but one affection, and one bitter sense of wrong.  Clifford, the reader may 
perhaps imagine, was too inert to operate morally on his fellow-creatures, 
however intimate and exclusive their relations with him.  But the sympathy or 
magnetism among human beings is more subtile and universal than we think; it 
exists, indeed, among different classes of organized life, and vibrates from one to 
another.  A flower, for instance, as Phoebe herself observed, always began to 
droop sooner in Clifford's hand, or Hepzibah's, than in her own; and by the same 
law, converting her whole daily life into a flower fragrance for these two sickly 
spirits, the blooming girl must inevitably droop and fade much sooner than if 
worn on a younger and happier breast.  Unless she had now and then indulged 
her brisk impulses, and breathed rural air in a suburban walk, or ocean breezes 
along the shore,--had occasionally obeyed the impulse of Nature, in New 
England girls, by attending a metaphysical or philosophical lecture, or viewing a 
seven-mile panorama, or listening to a concert,--had gone shopping about the 
city, ransacking entire depots of splendid merchandise, and bringing home a 
ribbon,--had employed, likewise, a little time to read the Bible in her chamber, 
and had stolen a little more to think of her mother and her native place--unless 
for such moral medicines as the above, we should soon have beheld our poor 
Phoebe grow thin and put on a bleached, unwholesome aspect, and assume 
strange, shy ways, prophetic of old-maidenhood and a cheerless future. 
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bleached: (adj) blanched, artificial, 
attenuate, attenuated, biased, 
colored, coloured, dyed, faded, faint, 
fair. 

breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, 
breathing, aphonic. 

converting: (n) conversion, converting 
operation. 

imprisoning: (n) penalizing, 
punishing, fining, disciplining. 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired. 

lunatic: (n) madman, maniac, 
bedlamite; (adj) insane, foolish, 
moonstruck, mad, mental, deranged, 
idiotic; (adj, n) madcap. ANTONYM: 
(adj) sensible. 

merchandise: (v) market, deal; (n) 
freight, cargo, product, commodity, 
goods, consignment, wares; (adj) 
commodities, ware. 

morbid: (adj) diseased, gruesome, 
macabre, corrupt, pathologic, 
unwholesome, peccant, sick,  

unhealthy, pathological; (adj, v) 
sickly. 

panorama: (n) view, aspect, prospect, 
landscape, scene, vista, countryside, 
background, exposure, perspective, 
sight. 

prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic, 
prophetical, prognostic, visionary, 
biblical, vaticinal, sibylline, 
foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic, 
unimaginative. 
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Even as it was, a change grew visible; a change partly to be regretted, 
although whatever charm it infringed upon was repaired by another, perhaps 
more precious.  She was not so constantly gay, but had her moods of thought, 
which Clifford, on the whole, liked better than her former phase of unmingled 
cheerfulness; because now she understood him better and more delicately, and 
sometimes even interpreted him to himself.  Her eyes looked larger, and darker, 
and deeper; so deep, at some silent moments, that they seemed like Artesian 
wells, down, down, into the infinite.  She was less girlish than when we first 
beheld her alighting from the omnibus; less girlish, but more a woman.%

The only youthful mind with which Phoebe had an opportunity of frequent 
intercourse was that of the daguerreotypist.  Inevitably, by the pressure of the 
seclusion about them, they had been brought into habits of some familiarity.  
Had they met under different circumstances, neither of these young persons 
would have been likely to bestow much thought upon the other, unless, indeed, 
their extreme dissimilarity should have proved a principle of mutual attraction.  
Both, it is true, were characters proper to New England life, and possessing a 
common ground, therefore, in their more external developments; but as unlike, 
in their respective interiors, as if their native climes had been at world-wide 
distance.  During the early part of their acquaintance, Phoebe had held back 
rather more than was customary with her frank and simple manners from 
Holgrave's not very marked advances.  Nor was she yet satisfied that she knew 
him well, although they almost daily met and talked together, in a kind, friendly, 
and what seemed to be a familiar way. 

The artist, in a desultory manner, had imparted to Phoebe something of his 
history.  Young as he was, and had his career terminated at the point already 
attained, there had been enough of incident to fill, very creditably, an 
autobiographic volume. A romance on the plan of Gil Blas, adapted to American 
society and manners, would cease to be a romance.  The experience of many 
individuals among us, who think it hardly worth the telling, would equal the 
vicissitudes of the Spaniard's earlier life; while their ultimate success, or the point 
whither they tend, may be incomparably higher than any that a novelist would 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, impart, 
contribute, donate, apply, award; 
(adj, v) accord, allow, present. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, refuse, 
withhold, retrieve, withdraw. 

desultory: (adj) indiscriminate, 
aimless, spasmodic, purposeless, 
capricious, superficial, cursory, 
random, rambling, immethodical, 
fitful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wholehearted. 

dissimilarity: (n) disparity, difference, 

disagreement, unlikeness, 
dissimilitude, diversity, divergence, 
divarication, contrast, distinction, 
inequality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
similarity, equivalence, agreement, 
likeness, resemblance, accordance, 
conformity, affinity, equality. 

girlish: (adj) boyish, childish, kittenish, 
juvenile, adolescent, innocent, 
schoolgirlish, babyish, immature, 
youthful, female. 

incomparably: (adv) superlatively,  

matchlessly, uniquely, exceptionally, 
outstandingly, unbeatably, 
uncomparably, excellently, very, 
greatly, beyond compare. 
ANTONYM: (adv) comparably. 

novelist: (n) author, Balzac, lewis; (v) 
biographer, fabulist; (adj) Balzacian, 
Hugoesque, Goethean. 

unmingled: (adj) unmixed, plain, 
uncompounded, sheer, simple, 
uncombined, concentrated, homely, 
artless, bluff, patent. 
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imagine for his hero.  Holgrave, as he told Phoebe somewhat proudly, could not 
boast of his origin, unless as being exceedingly humble, nor of his education, 
except that it had been the scantiest possible, and obtained by a few winter-
months' attendance at a district school.  Left early to his own guidance, he had 
begun to be self-dependent while yet a boy; and it was a condition aptly suited to 
his natural force of will.  Though now but twenty-two years old (lacking some 
months, which are years in such a life), he had already been, first, a country 
schoolmaster; next, a salesman in a country store; and, either at the same time or 
afterwards, the political editor of a country newspaper.  He had subsequently 
travelled New England and the Middle States, as a peddler, in the employment 
of a Connecticut manufactory of cologne-water and other essences.  In an 
episodical way he had studied and practised dentistry, and with very flattering 
success, especially in many of the factory-towns along our inland streams.  As a 
supernumerary official, of some kind or other, aboard a packet-ship, he had 
visited Europe, and found means, before his return, to see Italy, and part of 
France and Germany.  At a later period he had spent some months in a 
community of Fourierists.  Still more recently he had been a public lecturer on 
Mesmerism, for which science (as he assured Phoebe, and, indeed, satisfactorily 
proved, by putting Chanticleer, who happened to be scratching near by, to sleep) 
he had very remarkable endowments.%

His present phase, as a daguerreotypist, was of no more importance in his 
own view, nor likely to be more permanent, than any of the preceding ones.  It 
had been taken up with the careless alacrity of an adventurer, who had his bread 
to earn.  It would be thrown aside as carelessly, whenever he should choose to 
earn his bread by some other equally digressive means.  But what was most 
remarkable, and, perhaps, showed a more than common poise in the young man, 
was the fact that, amid all these personal vicissitudes, he had never lost his 
identity.   Homeless as he had been,--continually changing his whereabout, and, 
therefore, responsible neither to public opinion nor to individuals,--putting off 
one exterior, and snatching up another, to be soon shifted for a third,--he had 
never violated the innermost man, but had carried his conscience along with 
him.   It was impossible to know Holgrave without recognizing this to be the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dentistry: (n) odontology, dental 
medicine, gynecology, midwifery, 
obstetrics, medicine, orthodontia, 
periodontal, orthodontic, dental 
surgery, dental orthopedics. 

digressive: (adj) tangential, discursive, 
rambling, desultory, diffuse, 
dianoetic, episodic, argumentative, 
indirect. 

innermost: (adj) inward, intimate, 
inner, interior, close, internal, middle, 
center, hint, hearty; (adj, n) inside.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) external, 
outermost, outer. 

manufactory: (n) factory, mill, plant, 
foundry, cannery, manufacture, 
works, John mill, John Stuart mill, 
grinder, industrial plant. 

peddler: (n) chapman, huckster, 
vendor, packman, pedlar, pusher, 
pitchman, dealer, drug peddler, 
seller, drug trafficker. ANTONYM: 
(n) user. 

poise: (n) equilibrium, equanimity,  

composure, assurance, parity, 
bearing, calmness, cool, aplomb; (v) 
hover, brace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, timidity, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, agitation, panic. 

shifted: (adj) disordered, gone. 
supernumerary: (adj, v) spare; (adj, n) 

additional; (adj) redundant, 
superfluous, supererogatory, surplus, 
excess, otiose; (n) super, spear carrier, 
increment. 

travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan. 
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fact.   Hepzibah had seen it.  Phoebe soon saw it likewise, and gave him the sort 
of confidence which such a certainty inspires.  She was startled.  however, and 
sometimes repelled,--not by any doubt of his integrity to whatever law he 
acknowledged, but by a sense that his law differed from her own.  He made her 
uneasy, and seemed to unsettle everything around her, by his lack of reverence 
for what was fixed, unless, at a moment's warning, it could establish its right to 
hold its ground.%

Then, moreover, she scarcely thought him affectionate in his nature. He was 
too calm and cool an observer.  Phoebe felt his eye, often; his heart, seldom or 
never.  He took a certain kind of interest in Hepzibah and her brother, and 
Phoebe herself.  He studied them attentively, and allowed no slightest 
circumstance of their individualities to escape him.  He was ready to do them 
whatever good he might; but, after all, he never exactly made common cause 
with them, nor gave any reliable evidence that he loved them better in 
proportion as he knew them more.  In his relations with them, he seemed to be in 
quest of mental food, not heart-sustenance.  Phoebe could not conceive what 
interested him so much in her friends and herself, intellectually, since he cared 
nothing for them, or, comparatively, so little, as objects of human affection. 

Always, in his interviews with Phoebe, the artist made especial inquiry as to 
the welfare of Clifford, whom, except at the Sunday festival, he seldom saw. 

"Does he still seem happy?" he asked one day. 
"As happy as a child," answered Phoebe; "but--like a child, too --very easily 

disturbed." 
"How disturbed?" inquired Holgrave.  "By things without, or by thoughts 

within?" 
"I cannot see his thoughts! How should I?" replied Phoebe with simple 

piquancy.  "Very often his humor changes without any reason that can be 
guessed at, just as a cloud comes over the sun.  Latterly, since I have begun to 
know him better, I feel it to be not quite right to look closely into his moods.  He 
has had such a great sorrow, that his heart is made all solemn and sacred by it.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, 
realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, 
question, ruin. 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual. 

intellectually: (adv) rationally, 
intelligently, spiritually, cerebrally, 
intellectively, learnedly, 
academically, mindly, ideally, 
culturedly, smartly. 

slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 
amount. 

solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous,  

cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed. 

startled: (adj) dumbfounded, 
dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded. 

unsettle: (v) perturb, confuse, 
discompose, unnerve, disconcert, 
ruffle, trouble, disorder, discomfit, 
upset, derange. ANTONYMS: (v) 
settle, smooth, reassure, order, 
balance, compose, soothe. 
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When he is cheerful,--when the sun shines into his mind, --then I venture to peep 
in, just as far as the light reaches, but no further.  It is holy ground where the 
shadow falls!"%

"How prettily you express this sentiment!" said the artist.  "I can understand 
the feeling, without possessing it.  Had I your opportunities, no scruples would 
prevent me from fathoming Clifford to the full depth of my plummet-line!" 

"How strange that you should wish it!" remarked Phoebe involuntarily.  
"What is Cousin Clifford to you?" 

"Oh, nothing,--of course, nothing!" answered Holgrave with a smile. "Only 
this is such an odd and incomprehensible world! The more I look at it, the more 
it puzzles me, and I begin to suspect that a man's bewilderment is the measure of 
his wisdom.  Men and women, and children, too, are such strange creatures, that 
one never can be certain that he really knows them; nor ever guess what they 
have been from what he sees them to be now.  Judge Pyncheon! Clifford! What a 
complex riddle --a complexity of complexities--do they present! It requires 
intuitive sympathy, like a young girl's, to solve it.  A mere observer, like myself 
(who never have any intuitions, and am, at best, only subtile and acute), is pretty 
certain to go astray." 

The artist now turned the conversation to themes less dark than that which 
they had touched upon.  Phoebe and he were young together; nor had Holgrave, 
in his premature experience of life, wasted entirely that beautiful spirit of youth, 
which, gushing forth from one small heart and fancy, may diffuse itself over the 
universe, making it all as bright as on the first day of creation. Man's own youth 
is the world's youth; at least, he feels as if it were, and imagines that the earth's 
granite substance is something not yet hardened, and which he can mould into 
whatever shape he likes.  So it was with Holgrave.  He could talk sagely about 
the world's old age, but never actually believed what he said; he was a young 
man still, and therefore looked upon the world--that gray-bearded and wrinkled 
profligate, decrepit, without being venerable--as a tender stripling, capable of 
being improved into all that it ought to be, but scarcely yet had shown the 
remotest promise of becoming.  He had that sense, or inward prophecy, --which 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 
unintentionally, inadvertently, 
automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, automaticly, 
unwillingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
voluntarily, consciously, willingly, 
purposely. 

peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze, 
glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) 
chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stare, gaze; (n) examination. 

prettily: (adv) beautifully, charmingly, 
pleasantly, handsomely, finely, 
neatly, gracefully, picturesquely, 
elegantly, delightfully, pleasingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unattractively, 
unpleasantly. 

profligate: (adj) debauched, lavish, 
corrupt, extravagant, immoral, 
wasteful, abandoned; (adj, n) 
prodigal, licentious, spendthrift, 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) frugal, 
upright, moral, economical,  

parsimonious, sensible, cautious, 
innocent. 

reaches: (n) recess. 
sagely: (adv) cleverly, sapiently, 

judiciously, intelligently, sagaciously, 
discerningly, shrewdly, soundly, 
astutely, profoundly, perceptively. 
ANTONYM: (adv) foolishly. 

stripling: (n) lad, boy, adolescent, 
teenager, youth, rocker, youngster, 
young man, child, pachuco; (adj) 
younker. 
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a young man had better never have been born than not to have, and a mature 
man had better die at once than utterly to relinquish,--that we are not doomed to 
creep on forever in the old bad way, but that, this very now, there are the 
harbingers abroad of a golden era, to be accomplished in his own lifetime.  It 
seemed to Holgrave,--as doubtless it has seemed to the hopeful of every century 
since the epoch of Adam's grandchildren,--that in this age, more than ever 
before, the moss-grown and rotten Past is to be torn down, and lifeless 
institutions to be thrust out of the way, and their dead corpses buried, and 
everything to begin anew.%

As to the main point,--may we never live to doubt it!--as to the better 
centuries that are coming, the artist was surely right.  His error lay in supposing 
that this age, more than any past or future one, is destined to see the tattered 
garments of Antiquity exchanged for a new suit, instead of gradually renewing 
themselves by patchwork; in applying his own little life-span as the measure of 
an interminable achievement; and, more than all, in fancying that it mattered 
anything to the great end in view whether he himself should contend for it or 
against it.  Yet it was well for him to think so.  This enthusiasm, infusing itself 
through the calmness of his character, and thus taking an aspect of settled 
thought and wisdom, would serve to keep his youth pure, and make his 
aspirations high.  And when, with the years settling down more weightily upon 
him, his early faith should be modified by inevitable experience, it would be with 
no harsh and sudden revolution of his sentiments.  He would still have faith in 
man's brightening destiny, and perhaps love him all the better, as he should 
recognize his helplessness in his own behalf; and the haughty faith, with which 
he began life, would be well bartered for a far humbler one at its close, in 
discerning that man's best directed effort accomplishes a kind of dream, while 
God is the sole worker of realities. 

Holgrave had read very little, and that little in passing through the 
thoroughfare of life, where the mystic language of his books was necessarily 
mixed up with the babble of the multitude, so that both one and the other were 
apt to lose any sense that might have been properly their own.  He considered 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense. 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, 
nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, 
unrest, intensity, discomposure, 
bustle, annoyance, noise. 

fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy. 

mystic: (adj, v) secret, recondite; (adj) 
mysterious, occult, cryptical, cryptic, 
esoteric, inscrutable, weird, magical; 
(adj, n) psychic. 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing. 

tattered: (adj) shabby, ragged, scruffy, 
dilapidated, threadbare, frayed, 
seedy, worn out, torn, shattered; (adj, 
v) bedraggled. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

elegant, smart, new. 
thoroughfare: (n) road, street, 

highway, avenue, passage, way, 
route, path, boulevard, track, 
roadway. 

weightily: (adv) heavily, ponderously, 
cumbersomely, momentously, 
influentially, seriously, powerfully, 
profoundly, burdensomely, cogently, 
unwieldily. 
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himself a thinker, and was certainly of a thoughtful turn, but, with his own path 
to discover, had perhaps hardly yet reached the point where an educated man 
begins to think.  The true value of his character lay in that deep consciousness of 
inward strength, which made all his past vicissitudes seem merely like a change 
of garments; in that enthusiasm, so quiet that he scarcely knew of its existence, 
but which gave a warmth to everything that he laid his hand on; in that personal 
ambition, hidden--from his own as well as other eyes--among his more generous 
impulses, but in which lurked a certain efficacy, that might solidify him from a 
theorist into the champion of some practicable cause.  Altogether in his culture 
and want of culture,--in his crude, wild, and misty philosophy, and the practical 
experience that counteracted some of its tendencies; in his magnanimous zeal for 
man's welfare, and his recklessness of whatever the ages had established in 
man's behalf; in his faith, and in his infidelity.  in what he had, and in what he 
lacked,--the artist might fitly enough stand forth as the representative of many 
compeers in his native land.%

His career it would be difficult to prefigure.  There appeared to be qualities 
in Holgrave, such as, in a country where everything is free to the hand that can 
grasp it, could hardly fail to put some of the world's prizes within his reach.  But 
these matters are delightfully uncertain.  At almost every step in life, we meet 
with young men of just about Holgrave's age, for whom we anticipate wonderful 
things, but of whom, even after much and careful inquiry, we never happen to 
hear another word.  The effervescence of youth and passion, and the fresh gloss 
of the intellect and imagination, endow them with a false brilliancy, which 
makes fools of themselves and other people.  Like certain chintzes, calicoes, and 
ginghams, they show finely in their first newness, but cannot stand the sun and 
rain, and assume a very sober aspect after washing-day. 

But our business is with Holgrave as we find him on this particular 
afternoon, and in the arbor of the Pyncheon garden.  In that point of view, it was 
a pleasant sight to behold this young man, with so much faith in himself, and so 
fair an appearance of admirable powers,--so little harmed, too, by the many tests 
that had tried his metal,--it was pleasant to see him in his kindly intercourse with 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

effervescence: (adj) activity; (n) 
ebullience, bubble, animation, 
excitement, froth, bubbliness, 
ebulliency, bubbles, frothing; (v) 
ebullition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deadness, staleness, listlessness, 
lifelessness, flatness, lethargy. 

endow: (v) invest, donate, give, clothe, 
contribute, bless, supply, furnish, 
dower, empower; (n, v) vest. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain. 

fitly: (adv) appropriately, properly,  

fittingly, decorously, aptly, 
befittingly, readily, accommodately, 
expediently, suitly, justly. 

infidelity: (n) falseness, faithlessness, 
adultery, treachery, unfaithfulness, 
inconstancy, impiety, fickleness, 
falsity, unbelief; (adj) rationalism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, 
loyalty. 

newness: (n) freshness, recency, 
originality, innovation, inexperience, 
new, uniqueness, age, novity,  

recentness, new state. ANTONYMS: 
(n) mustiness, oldness. 

prefigure: (n, v) foreshow; (v) betoken, 
foreshadow, foretell, portend, 
bespeak, forecast, predict, prophesy, 
indicate, bode. 

solidify: (v) set, condense, concrete, 
freeze, consolidate, harden, 
coagulate, clot, crystallize, jell, 
petrify. ANTONYMS: (v) liquefy, 
melt, thaw, dissolve. 
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Phoebe.  Her thought had scarcely done him justice when it pronounced him 
cold; or, if so, he had grown warmer now.  Without such purpose on her part, 
and unconsciously on his, she made the House of the Seven Gables like a home 
to him, and the garden a familiar precinct.  With the insight on which he prided 
himself, he fancied that he could look through Phoebe, and all around her, and 
could read her off like a page of a child's story-book.  But these transparent 
natures are often deceptive in their depth; those pebbles at the bottom of the 
fountain are farther from us than we think.  Thus the artist, whatever he might 
judge of Phoebe's capacity, was beguiled, by some silent charm of hers, to talk 
freely of what he dreamed of doing in the world.  He poured himself out as to 
another self.   Very possibly, he forgot Phoebe while he talked to her, and was 
moved only by the inevitable tendency of thought, when rendered sympathetic 
by enthusiasm and emotion, to flow into the first safe reservoir which it finds.  
But, had you peeped at them through the chinks of the garden-fence, the young 
man's earnestness and heightened color might have led you to suppose that he 
was making love to the young girl! 

At length, something was said by Holgrave that made it apposite for Phoebe 
to inquire what had first brought him acquainted with her cousin Hepzibah, and 
why he now chose to lodge in the desolate old Pyncheon House.  Without 
directly answering her, he turned from the Future, which had heretofore been 
the theme of his discourse, and began to speak of the influences of the Past. One 
subject, indeed, is but the reverberation of the other.%

"Shall we never, never get rid of this Past?" cried he, keeping up the earnest 
tone of his preceding conversation.  "It lies upon the Present like a giant's dead 
body In fact, the case is just as if a young giant were compelled to waste all his 
strength in carrying about the corpse of the old giant, his grandfather, who died 
a long while ago, and only needs to be decently buried.  Just think a moment, 
and it will startle you to see what slaves we are to bygone times,--to Death, if we 
give the matter the right word!" 

"But I do not see it," observed Phoebe. 
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acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, 
thick; (adv) abreast; (v) inform, 
acquaint. 

apposite: (adj) pertinent, appropriate, 
opportune, apropos, suitable, fit, 
applicable, adequate, correct, 
germane, fitting. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wrong. 

beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted,  

delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated. 

decently: (adv) becomingly, 
decorously, fairly, correctly, seemly, 
fitly, courteously, justly, 
appropriately, rightly, right. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) rudely, 
improperly, disreputably, 
inappropriately, immorally. 

fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
fabricated, preferred, assumed,  

illusory, imagined, ideal. 
heightened: (adj) excited, intense, 

irritate, keen, resonant, sensitive. 
precinct: (n) region, area, limit, bound, 

frontier, boundary, neighborhood, 
confines, border, neighbourhood, 
compass. 

reverberation: (n) echo, rebound, 
noise, peal, replication, reaction, 
recoil, boom, reflectivity; (n, v) 
reflection; (v) reflexion. ANTONYM: 
(n) silence. 
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"For example, then," continued Holgrave:  "a dead man, if he happens to have 
made a will, disposes of wealth no longer his own; or, if he die intestate, it is 
distributed in accordance with the notions of men much longer dead than he.  A 
dead man sits on all our judgment-seats; and living judges do but search out and 
repeat his decisions.  We read in dead men's books! We laugh at dead men's 
jokes, and cry at dead men's pathos! We are sick of dead men's diseases, physical 
and moral, and die of the same remedies with which dead doctors killed their 
patients! We worship the living Deity according to dead men's forms and creeds.  
Whatever we seek to do, of our own free motion, a dead man's icy hand 
obstructs us! Turn our eyes to what point we may, a dead man's white, 
immitigable face encounters them, and freezes our very heart! And we must be 
dead ourselves before we can begin to have our proper influence on our own 
world, which will then be no longer our world, but the world of another 
generation, with which we shall have no shadow of a right to interfere.  I ought 
to have said, too, that we live in dead men's houses; as, for instance, in this of the 
Seven Gables!"%

"And why not," said Phoebe, "so long as we can be comfortable in them?" 
"But we shall live to see the day, I trust," went on the artist, "when no man 

shall build his house for posterity.  Why should he? He might just as reasonably 
order a durable suit of clothes, --leather, or guttapercha, or whatever else lasts 
longest, --so that his great-grandchildren should have the benefit of them, and 
cut precisely the same figure in the world that he himself does. If each generation 
were allowed and expected to build its own houses, that single change, 
comparatively unimportant in itself, would imply almost every reform which 
society is now suffering for.  I doubt whether even our public edifices--our 
capitols, state-houses, court-houses, city-hall, and churches,--ought to be built of 
such permanent materials as stone or brick.  It were better that they should 
crumble to ruin once in twenty years, or thereabouts, as a hint to the people to 
examine into and reform the institutions which they symbolize." 

"How you hate everything old!" said Phoebe in dismay.  "It makes me dizzy 
to think of such a shifting world!" 
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accordance: (n) harmony, agreement, 
conformity, unison, concordance, 
coincidence, accordancy, admission, 
fitness, consensus, concent. 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly. 

crumble: (v) decay, shatter, perish, 
crush, fragment, decompose, fall 
apart, disintegrate, break down,  

collapse; (adj, v) crack. ANTONYMS: 
(v) build, resist. 

dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, 
frivolous, light, vertiginous, 
brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, 
muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, 
rational, steady, sober, serious. 

durable: (adj, v) stable, fast; (adj) 
lasting, permanent, sturdy, strong, 
serviceable, enduring, firm, tough, 
abiding. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak,  

flimsy, lightweight, undependable, 
temporary, shoddy, cheap, unstable, 
soft, insubstantial, fickle. 

posterity: (n) race, descendants, issue, 
offspring, descendant, future, 
generation, progeny, breed, 
descendent, spat. 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, more 
or less, something like, almost, so; 
(adv, n) hereabouts. 
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"I certainly love nothing mouldy," answered Holgrave.  "Now, this old 
Pyncheon House! Is it a wholesome place to live in, with its black shingles, and 
the green moss that shows how damp they are? --its dark, low-studded rooms--
its grime and sordidness, which are the crystallization on its walls of the human 
breath, that has been drawn and exhaled here in discontent and anguish? The 
house ought to be purified with fire,--purified till only its ashes remain!" 

"Then why do you live in it?" asked Phoebe, a little piqued.%

"Oh, I am pursuing my studies here; not in books, however," replied 
Holgrave.  "The house, in my view, is expressive of that odious and abominable 
Past, with all its bad influences, against which I have just been declaiming.  I 
dwell in it for a while, that I may know the better how to hate it.  By the bye, did 
you ever hear the story of Maule, the wizard, and what happened between him 
and your immeasurably great-grandfather?" 

"Yes, indeed!" said Phoebe; "I heard it long ago, from my father, and two or 
three times from my cousin Hepzibah, in the month that I have been here.  She 
seems to think that all the calamities of the Pyncheons began from that quarrel 
with the wizard, as you call him.  And you, Mr. Holgrave look as if you thought 
so too! How singular that you should believe what is so very absurd, when you 
reject many things that are a great deal worthier of credit!" 

"I do believe it," said the artist seriously; "not as a superstition, however, but 
as proved by unquestionable facts, and as exemplifying a theory.  Now, see:  
under those seven gables, at which we now look up, --and which old Colonel 
Pyncheon meant to be the house of his descendants, in prosperity and happiness, 
down to an epoch far beyond the present,--under that roof, through a portion of 
three centuries, there has been perpetual remorse of conscience, a constantly 
defeated hope, strife amongst kindred, various misery, a strange form of death, 
dark suspicion, unspeakable disgrace, --all, or most of which calamity I have the 
means of tracing to the old Puritan's inordinate desire to plant and endow a 
family.  To plant a family! This idea is at the bottom of most of the wrong and 
mischief which men do.  The truth is, that, once in every half-century, at longest, 
a family should be merged into the great, obscure mass of humanity, and forget 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abominable: (adj, v) odious, foul; (adj) 
abhorrent, detestable, dreadful, 
awful, execrable, terrible, loathsome, 
cursed, wicked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nice, lovable, admirable, alluring, 
appealing, commendable, laudable, 
delightful, desirable, enjoyable, 
likable. 

crystallization: (n) crystallisation, 
crystal, crystallizing, condensation, 
chemical phenomenon, crystallurgy, 
efflorescence, formation; (adj)  

precipitation; (v) crystallize. 
exemplifying: (adj) illustrative, 

demonstrative. 
immeasurably: (adv) boundlessly, 

endlessly, immensely, greatly, much; 
(adj) exceedingly, extremely, 
exquisitely, acutely, ultra, intensely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slightly. 

inordinate: (adj) immoderate, 
extravagant, exorbitant, undue, 
exuberant, unconscionable, 
unreasonable, fulsome, irregular,  

extreme, preposterous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) moderate, small. 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged. 

unquestionable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
indisputable, sure, incontestable, 
indubitable, certain, unequivocal, 
irrefutable, undoubted, definite; (v) 
unimpeachable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dubious, uncertain, doubtful, 
indefinite, tenuous, provisional, 
debatable, disputable. 
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all about its ancestors.  Human blood, in order to keep its freshness, should run 
in hidden streams, as the water of an aqueduct is conveyed in subterranean 
pipes.  In the family existence of these Pyncheons, for instance,--forgive me, 
Phoebe.  but I, cannot think of you as one of them,--in their brief New England 
pedigree, there has been time enough to infect them all with one kind of lunacy 
or another." 

"You speak very unceremoniously of my kindred," said Phoebe, debating 
with herself whether she ought to take offence.%

"I speak true thoughts to a true mind!" answered Holgrave, with a 
vehemence which Phoebe had not before witnessed in him.   "The truth is as I 
say! Furthermore, the original perpetrator and father of this mischief appears to 
have perpetuated himself, and still walks the street,--at least, his very image, in 
mind and body,--with the fairest prospect of transmitting to posterity as rich and 
as wretched an inheritance as he has received! Do you remember the 
daguerreotype, and its resemblance to the old portrait?" 

"How strangely in earnest you are!" exclaimed Phoebe, looking at him with 
surprise and perplexity; half alarmed and partly inclined to laugh.  "You talk of 
the lunacy of the Pyncheons; is it contagious?" 

"I understand you!" said the artist, coloring and laughing.  "I believe I am a 
little mad.  This subject has taken hold of my mind with the strangest tenacity of 
clutch since I have lodged in yonder old gable.  As one method of throwing it off, 
I have put an incident of the Pyncheon family history, with which I happen to be 
acquainted, into the form of a legend, and mean to publish it in a magazine." 

"Do you write for the magazines?" inquired Phoebe. 
"Is it possible you did not know it?" cried Holgrave.  "Well, such is literary 

fame! Yes.  Miss Phoebe Pyncheon, among the multitude of my marvellous gifts I 
have that of writing stories; and my name has figured, I can assure you, on the 
covers of Graham and Godey, making as respectable an appearance, for aught I 
could see, as any of the canonized bead-roll with which it was associated.  In the 
humorous line, I am thought to have a very pretty way with me; and as for 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aqueduct: (n) conduit, channel, canal, 
duct, pantile, pipe, flume, culvert, 
gully, trough, gutter. 

infect: (v) contaminate, corrupt, affect, 
inspire, foul, pollute, defile, poison, 
touch, animate; (adj) contagious. 
ANTONYMS: (v) purify, disinfect, 
clean. 

lunacy: (adj, n) frenzy, craziness, 
madness, derangement, aberration; 
(n) folly, foolishness, mania, 
delirium, dementia; (adj) distraction. 

ANTONYM: (n) sanity. 
pedigree: (n) descent, extraction, 

stock, ancestry, family, breed, origin, 
family tree, line, parentage, house. 

perpetuated: (adj) perpetuate. 
subterranean: (adj) underground, 

backdoor, profound, subaqueous, 
submarine, subterrene, subterrestrial, 
deep, hole-and-corner, 
subterraneous, subterrany. 

tenacity: (n) persistence, 
determination, resolution,  

doggedness, resolve, pertinacity, 
strength, persistency, fortitude, 
firmness; (adj) obstinacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
slackness, weakness, cowardice, 
flexibility, indecision. 

unceremoniously: (adv) casually, 
familiarly, easily, offhandedly, 
abruptly, ungraciously, uncivilly, 
curtly, closely, intimately, cozily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) attentively, 
carefully, distantly, formally. 
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pathos, I am as provocative of tears as an onion.  But shall I read you my 
story?"%

"Yes, if it is not very long," said Phoebe,--and added laughingly, --"nor very 
dull." 

As this latter point was one which the daguerreotypist could not decide for 
himself, he forthwith produced his roll of manuscript, and, while the late 
sunbeams gilded the seven gables, began to read. 
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forthwith: (adv) directly, immediately, 
at once, now, instantly, straight, 
presently, straightaway, 
incontinently; (adj, adv) quickly; (adj) 
immediate. 

gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, 
golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, 
garish, advantageous, aurated, 
luxurious. 

humorous: (adj) comical, funny, comic, 
droll, playful, hilarious, jocose, 
farcical, jocular; (adj, n) facetious,  

witty. ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, 
tragic, humorless, dull. 

laughingly: (adv) merrily, gaily, 
lightheartedly, playfully, dizzily, 
giddily, perkily, flippantly, smilingly, 
riantly. 

manuscript: (n, v) writing; (n) book, 
handwriting, record, copy, text, 
document, Ms, holograph, transcript, 
palimpsest. 

onion: (n) Allium CEPA, bulb, 
scallion, caviare, eschalot, pickle,  

vegetable, veggie, leek, alliaceous 
plant, chive. 

produced: (v) producing; (adj) formed, 
manufactured, bent, fashioned, 
shaped, twisted, wrought. 

provocative: (n) incentive, stimulus, 
goad, fillip, irritant; (adj) exciting, 
irritating, stimulating, defiant, 
incendiary, provoking. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conciliatory, modest, calming, 
unprovocative, soothing, dull, 
courteous. 
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CHAPTER  X I I I   

 
AL ICE  PYNCHEON  

 
 

THERE was a message brought, one day, from the worshipful Gervayse 
Pyncheon to young Matthew Maule, the carpenter, desiring his immediate 
presence at the House of the Seven Gables.%

"And what does your master want with me?" said the carpenter to Mr. 
Pyncheon's black servant.  "Does the house need any repair? Well it may, by this 
time; and no blame to my father who built it, neither! I was reading the old 
Colonel's tombstone, no longer ago than last Sabbath; and, reckoning from that 
date, the house has stood seven-and-thirty years.  No wonder if there should be a 
job to do on the roof." 

"Don't know what massa wants," answered Scipio.  "The house is a berry 
good house, and old Colonel Pyncheon think so too, I reckon;--else why the old 
man haunt it so, and frighten a poor nigga, As he does?" 

"Well, well, friend Scipio; let your master know that I'm coming," said the 
carpenter with a laugh.  "For a fair, workmanlike job, he'll find me his man.  And 
so the house is haunted, is it? It will take a tighter workman than I am to keep 
the spirits out of the Seven Gables.  Even if the Colonel would be quiet," he 
added, muttering to himself, "my old grandfather, the wizard, will be pretty sure 
to stick to the Pyncheons as long as their walls hold together." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

berry: (n) fruit, kernel, berries, 
cranberry, currant, dewberry, 
hackberry, wintergreen, 
whortleberry, teaberry, mulberry. 

frighten: (v) cow, alarm, daunt, terrify, 
appall, scare, affright, intimidate, 
terrorize, appal; (n, v) fright. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, reassure, 
soothe, calm. 

haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass. 

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned. 

muttering: (n) grumbling, mutter, 
murmuring, grumble, murmuration, 
murmur vowel, complaint, heart 
murmur, cardiac murmur; (adj) 
mumbling, faint. 

wizard: (n) necromancer, sorcerer, 
conjuror, genius, enchanter, conjurer, 
expert, whiz, ace, warlock; (adj, n)  

adept. ANTONYM: (n) rookie. 
workman: (n) laborer, working man, 

worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer. 

workmanlike: (adj) workmanly, 
competent, well performed, efficient. 

worshipful: (adj, v) great; (v) 
honorable, noble, proud, dignified; 
(adj) reverential, godly, adoring, 
venerable, divine, doting. 
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"What's that you mutter to yourself, Matthew Maule?" asked Scipio.  "And 
what for do you look so black at me?" 

"No matter, darky."  said the carpenter.  "Do you think nobody is to look 
black but yourself? Go tell your master I'm coming; and if you happen to see 
Mistress Alice, his daughter, give Matthew Maule's humble respects to her.  She 
has brought a fair face from Italy,--fair, and gentle, and proud,--has that same 
Alice Pyncheon!" 

"He talk of Mistress Alice!" cried Scipio, as he returned from his errand.  "The 
low carpenter-man! He no business so much as to look at her a great way off!" 

This young Matthew Maule, the carpenter, it must be observed, was a person 
little understood, and not very generally liked, in the town where he resided; not 
that anything could be alleged against his integrity, or his skill and diligence in 
the handicraft which he exercised.  The aversion (as it might justly be called) 
with which many persons regarded him was partly the result of his own 
character and deportment, and partly an inheritance.%

He was the grandson of a former Matthew Maule, one of the early settlers of 
the town, and who had been a famous and terrible wizard in his day.  This old 
reprobate was one of the sufferers when Cotton Mather, and his brother 
ministers, and the learned judges, and other wise men, and Sir William Phipps, 
the sagacious governor, made such laudable efforts to weaken the great enemy 
of souls, by sending a multitude of his adherents up the rocky pathway of 
Gallows Hill.  Since those days, no doubt, it had grown to be suspected that, in 
consequence of an unfortunate overdoing of a work praiseworthy in itself, the 
proceedings against the witches had proved far less acceptable to the Beneficent 
Father than to that very Arch Enemy whom they were intended to distress and 
utterly overwhelm.  It is not the less certain, however, that awe and terror 
brooded over the memories of those who died for this horrible crime of 
witchcraft.  Their graves, in the crevices of the rocks, were supposed to be 
incapable of retaining the occupants who had been so hastily thrust into them.  
Old Matthew Maule, especially, was known to have as little hesitation or 
difficulty in rising out of his grave as an ordinary man in getting out of bed, and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adherents: (n) followers, following. 
aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 

abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill. 

carpenter: (n) woodman, woodsman, 
woodworker, Joseph; (v) build. 

laudable: (adj) commendable, 
creditable, admirable, praiseworthy, 

worthy, deserving, good, honorable, 
meritorious, applaudable, estimable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, 
regrettable, unimpressive, 
lamentable, poor, despicable. 

mutter: (n, v) mumble, grumble, 
whisper; (v) growl, maunder, grouch, 
snarl, croak; (n) murmuration, 
grumbling, complaint. 

overdoing: (n) extravagance, excess, 
exaggeration, enlargement, 
enhancement, aggrandizement,  

elaboration. 
overwhelm: (v) overpower, defeat, 

inundate, flood, overthrow, drown, 
deluge, crush, engulf, astound, 
overturn. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, amplify, capitulate, incite, 
install, lose, protect, submit. 

reprobate: (adj, n) profligate, 
miscreant; (adj) depraved, immoral, 
corrupt, dissolute; (v) censure, 
condemn, reproach; (adj, v) 
perverted; (n) scoundrel. 
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was as often seen at midnight as living people at noonday.  This pestilent 
wizard (in whom his just punishment seemed to have wrought no manner of 
amendment) had an inveterate habit of haunting a certain mansion, styled the 
House of the Seven Gables, against the owner of which he pretended to hold an 
unsettled claim for ground-rent.  The ghost, it appears,--with the pertinacity 
which was one of his distinguishing characteristics while alive,--insisted that he 
was the rightful proprietor of the site upon which the house stood.  His terms 
were, that either the aforesaid ground-rent, from the day when the cellar began 
to be dug, should be paid down, or the mansion itself given up; else he, the 
ghostly creditor, would have his finger in all the affairs of the Pyncheons, and 
make everything go wrong with them, though it should be a thousand years 
after his death.  It was a wild story, perhaps, but seemed not altogether so 
incredible to those who could remember what an inflexibly obstinate old fellow 
this wizard Maule had been.%

Now, the wizard's grandson, the young Matthew Maule of our story, was 
popularly supposed to have inherited some of his ancestor's questionable traits.  
It is wonderful how many absurdities were promulgated in reference to the 
young man.  He was fabled, for example, to have a strange power of getting into 
people's dreams, and regulating matters there according to his own fancy, pretty 
much like the stage-manager of a theatre.  There was a great deal of talk among 
the neighbors, particularly the petticoated ones, about what they called the 
witchcraft of Maule's eye.  Some said that he could look into people's minds; 
others, that, by the marvellous power of this eye, he could draw people into his 
own mind, or send them, if he pleased, to do errands to his grandfather, in the 
spiritual world; others, again, that it was what is termed an Evil Eye, and 
possessed the valuable faculty of blighting corn, and drying children into 
mummies with the heartburn.  But, after all, what worked most to the young 
carpenter's disadvantage was, first, the reserve and sternness of his natural 
disposition, and next, the fact of his not being a church-communicant, and the 
suspicion of his holding heretical tenets in matters of religion and polity. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blighting: (adj) biting. 
heartburn: (n) jealousy, pyrosis, 

indigestion; (adj) hay fever, piles, 
hernia, herpes, hemorrhoids, itch, 
lockjaw, rupture. 

heretical: (adj) heterodox, gnostic, 
nonconformist, Sabian, 
gymnosophist, fire worshiper, 
dissident, magi, dissenting, impious, 
sacrilegious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
orthodox, reverent. 

midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour. 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle. 

pertinacity: (n) persistence, 
persistency, doggedness, obstinacy, 
tenacity, contumacy, pertinacy,  

purpose, endurance, firmness, 
constancy. 

pestilent: (adj) mortal, deathly, 
pernicious, deadly, baneful, fatal, 
harmful, noxious, pestiferous, 
plaguey, bothersome. ANTONYM: 
(adj) delightful. 

petticoated: (adj) clad. 
polity: (n) government, state, 

administration, commonwealth, 
game, civil order, authorities, 
casuistry, country, regime, tactics. 
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After receiving Mr. Pyncheon's message, the carpenter merely tarried to 
finish a small job, which he happened to have in hand, and then took his way 
towards the House of the Seven Gables. This noted edifice, though its style might 
be getting a little out of fashion, was still as respectable a family residence as that 
of any gentleman in town.  The present owner, Gervayse Pyncheon, was said to 
have contracted a dislike to the house, in consequence of a shock to his 
sensibility, in early childhood, from the sudden death of his grandfather.  In the 
very act of running to climb Colonel Pyncheon's knee, the boy had discovered 
the old Puritan to be a corpse.  On arriving at manhood, Mr. Pyncheon had 
visited England, where he married a lady of fortune, and had subsequently spent 
many years, partly in the mother country, and partly in various cities on the 
continent of Europe.  During this period, the family mansion had been 
consigned to the charge of a kinsman, who was allowed to make it his home for 
the time being, in consideration of keeping the premises in thorough repair.  So 
faithfully had this contract been fulfilled, that now, as the carpenter approached 
the house, his practised eye could detect nothing to criticise in its condition.  The 
peaks of the seven gables rose up sharply; the shingled roof looked thoroughly 
water-tight; and the glittering plaster-work entirely covered the exterior walls, 
and sparkled in the October sun, as if it had been new only a week ago.%

The house had that pleasant aspect of life which is like the cheery expression 
of comfortable activity in the human countenance. You could see, at once, that 
there was the stir of a large family within it.  A huge load of oak-wood was 
passing through the gateway, towards the outbuildings in the rear; the fat cook--
or probably it might be the housekeeper--stood at the side door, bargaining for 
some turkeys and poultry which a countryman had brought for sale.  Now and 
then a maid-servant, neatly dressed, and now the shining sable face of a slave, 
might be seen bustling across the windows, in the lower part of the house.  At an 
open window of a room in the second story, hanging over some pots of beautiful 
and delicate flowers,--exotics, but which had never known a more genial 
sunshine than that of the New England autumn, --was the figure of a young lady, 
an exotic, like the flowers, and beautiful and delicate as they.  Her presence 
imparted an indescribable grace and faint witchery to the whole edifice.  In other 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bustling: (adj) lively, busy, boisterous, 
buzzing, brisk, alive, vibrant, noisy, 
tumultuous; (v) stirring, full of 
incident. ANTONYM: (adj) inactive. 

cheery: (adj) bright, joyful, jovial, 
buoyant, sunny, gay, genial, glad, 
upbeat, vivacious, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, depressing, 
miserable, funereal, unwelcoming, 
unfriendly, serious, dull, downbeat, 
down, troubled. 

consigned: (adj) destined, aboard. 

countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander. 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter. 

poultry: (n) chicken, fowl, hen, 
domestic fowl, bird, Guinea, cochin,  

dove, fowls, capon, chick. 
sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 

(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity. 

witchery: (adj, n) fascination, 
enchantment; (n) sorcery, glamour, 
spell, magic, black magic, 
necromancy, enticement, allurement, 
temptation. 
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respects, it was a substantial, jolly-looking mansion, and seemed fit to be the 
residence of a patriarch, who might establish his own headquarters in the front 
gable and assign one of the remainder to each of his six children, while the great 
chimney in the centre should symbolize the old fellow's hospitable heart, which 
kept them all warm, and made a great whole of the seven smaller ones.%

There was a vertical sundial on the front gable; and as the carpenter passed 
beneath it, he looked up and noted the hour. 

"Three o'clock!" said he to himself.  "My father told me that dial was put up 
only an hour before the old Colonel's death.  How truly it has kept time these 
seven-and-thirty years past! The shadow creeps and creeps, and is always 
looking over the shoulder of the sunshine!" 

It might have befitted a craftsman, like Matthew Maule, on being sent for to a 
gentleman's house, to go to the back door, where servants and work-people were 
usually admitted; or at least to the side entrance, where the better class of 
tradesmen made application.  But the carpenter had a great deal of pride and 
stiffness in his nature; and, at this moment, moreover, his heart was bitter with 
the sense of hereditary wrong, because he considered the great Pyncheon House 
to be standing on soil which should have been his own.  On this very site, beside 
a spring of delicious water, his grandfather had felled the pine-trees and built a 
cottage, in which children had been born to him; and it was only from a dead 
man's stiffened fingers that Colonel Pyncheon had wrested away the title-deeds.  
So young Maule went straight to the principal entrance, beneath a portal of 
carved oak, and gave such a peal of the iron knocker that you would have 
imagined the stern old wizard himself to be standing at the threshold. 

Black Scipio answered the summons in a prodigious, hurry; but showed the 
whites of his eyes in amazement on beholding only the carpenter. 

"Lord-a-mercy! what a great man he be, this carpenter fellow." mumbled 
Scipio, down in his throat.  "Anybody think he beat on the door with his biggest 
hammer!" 

"Here I am!" said Maule sternly.  "Show me the way to your master's parlor." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

craftsman: (n) artificer, artisan, artist, 
tradesman, worker, mechanic, 
journeyman, Wright, operative, 
coppersmith, bricklayer. 

dial: (n) face, disc, control, selector, 
gnomon, pendulum, hourglass, clock, 
gauge; (v) telephone, operate. 

knocker: (n) boob, tit, breast, 
doorknocker, nipple, knock, door-
knocker, depreciator, disparager, 
detractor, hatemonger. 

prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous,  

huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) 
monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, tiny, 
weak. 

sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 
austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
relentlessly, solemnly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) leniently, lightheartedly, kindly, 
warmly, cheerfully. 

stiffness: (n) hardness, severity, 
inflexibility, rigor, clumsiness, 
firmness, awkwardness, inclemency, 
harshness, tension, roughness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) softness, looseness, 
suppleness, weakness, ease, 
malleability, friendliness, relaxation, 
leniency, smoothness, limpness. 

sundial: (n) timekeeper, timepiece, 
horologe, clepsydra, clock, gnomon, 
pendulum, hourglass. 

tradesmen: (n) fellow tradesmen. 
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As he stept into the house, a note of sweet and melancholy music thrilled and 
vibrated along the passage-way, proceeding from one of the rooms above stairs.  
It was the harpsichord which Alice Pyncheon had brought with her from beyond 
the sea.  The fair Alice bestowed most of her maiden leisure between flowers and 
music, although the former were apt to droop, and the melodies were often sad.  
She was of foreign education, and could not take kindly to the New England 
modes of life, in which nothing beautiful had ever been developed.%

As Mr. Pyncheon had been impatiently awaiting Maule's arrival, black Scipio, 
of course, lost no time in ushering the carpenter into his master's presence.  The 
room in which this gentleman sat was a parlor of moderate size, looking out 
upon the garden of the house, and having its windows partly shadowed by the 
foliage of fruit-trees.  It was Mr. Pyncheon's peculiar apartment, and was 
provided with furniture, in an elegant and costly style, principally from Paris; 
the floor (which was unusual at that day) being covered with a carpet, so 
skilfully and richly wrought that it seemed to glow as with living flowers.  In one 
corner stood a marble woman, to whom her own beauty was the sole and 
sufficient garment.  Some pictures--that looked old, and had a mellow tinge 
diffused through all their artful splendor--hung on the walls.  Near the fireplace 
was a large and very beautiful cabinet of ebony, inlaid with ivory; a piece of 
antique furniture, which Mr. Pyncheon had bought in Venice, and which he used 
as the treasure-place for medals, ancient coins, and whatever small and valuable 
curiosities he had picked up on his travels. Through all this variety of decoration, 
however, the room showed its original characteristics; its low stud, its cross-
beam, its chimney-piece, with the old-fashioned Dutch tiles; so that it was the 
emblem of a mind industriously stored with foreign ideas, and elaborated into 
artificial refinement, but neither larger, nor, in its proper self, more elegant than 
before. 

There were two objects that appeared rather out of place in this very 
handsomely furnished room.  One was a large map, or surveyor's plan, of a tract 
of land, which looked as if it had been drawn a good many years ago, and was 
now dingy with smoke, and soiled, here and there, with the touch of fingers.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

artful: (adj) crafty, cunning, scheming, 
wily, shrewd, insidious, designing, 
sly, adroit, subtle, disingenuous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) artless, unskillful, 
inept, ingenuous, unskilled, open, 
straight. 

ebony: (adj, n) sable; (adj) black, dark, 
jet, soot, raven, smut, sloe; (n) jet 
black, coal black, wood. 

handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, 
lovely, charmingly, finely,  

generously, good-lookingly, smartly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) poorly. 

industriously: (adv) diligently, 
painstakingly, busily, sedulously, 
tirelessly, untiringly, eagerly, 
studiously, laboriously, carefully, 
conscientiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
wearily, carelessly. 

inlaid: (adj) decorated. 
shadowed: (adj) shady, shaded, 

shadowy, queer, dim, louche, funny, 
incensed, indignant, faint, fishy. 

soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty, 
grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, black, 
mucky, polluted, foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pure, immaculate. 

stud: (n, v) knob, boss, button; (v) dot, 
nail, sprinkle, constellate; (n) rivet, 
scantling, peg, stallion. 

tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, stain, 
touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor. 
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The other was a portrait of a stern old man, in a Puritan garb, painted roughly, 
but with a bold effect, and a remarkably strong expression of character.%

At a small table, before a fire of English sea-coal, sat Mr. Pyncheon, sipping 
coffee, which had grown to be a very favorite beverage with him in France.  He 
was a middle-aged and really handsome man, with a wig flowing down upon 
his shoulders; his coat was of blue velvet, with lace on the borders and at the 
button-holes; and the firelight glistened on the spacious breadth of his waistcoat, 
which was flowered all over with gold.  On the entrance of Scipio, ushering in 
the carpenter, Mr. Pyncheon turned partly round, but resumed his former 
position, and proceeded deliberately to finish his cup of coffee, without 
immediate notice of the guest whom he had summoned to his presence.  It was 
not that he intended any rudeness or improper neglect,--which, indeed, he 
would have blushed to be guilty of,--but it never occurred to him that a person in 
Maule's station had a claim on his courtesy, or would trouble himself about it 
one way or the other. 

The carpenter, however, stepped at once to the hearth, and turned himself 
about, so as to look Mr. Pyncheon in the face. 

"You sent for me," said he.  "Be pleased to explain your business, that I may 
go back to my own affairs." 

"Ah! excuse me," said Mr. Pyncheon quietly.  "I did not mean to tax your time 
without a recompense.  Your name, I think, is Maule, --Thomas or Matthew 
Maule,--a son or grandson of the builder of this house?" 

"Matthew Maule," replied the carpenter,--"son of him who built the house,--
grandson of the rightful proprietor of the soil." 

"I know the dispute to which you allude," observed Mr. Pyncheon with 
undisturbed equanimity.  "I am well aware that my grandfather was compelled 
to resort to a suit at law, in order to establish his claim to the foundation-site of 
this edifice.  We will not, if you please, renew the discussion.  The matter was 
settled at the time, and by the competent authorities,--equitably, it is to be 
presumed,--and, at all events, irrevocably.  Yet, singularly enough, there is an 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beverage: (n) potable, alcohol, 
refresher, potion, drinkable, potation, 
draught, draft, libation; (v) broth, 
soup. ANTONYM: (n) solid. 

equanimity: (n) aplomb, poise, 
calmness, calm, temper, peace, 
imperturbability, temperament, 
serenity, tranquility; (adj, n) stoicism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, anger, 
excitableness, fear, hysteria, 
nervousness, agitation, anxiety. 

flowered: (adj) flowering, flowery. 

hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, 
chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling, 
kiln, home, abode. 

irrevocably: (adv) finally, irreversibly, 
conclusively. 

proceeded: (v) proceed, yode. 
rightful: (adj) right, lawful, just, 

justifiable, proper, legal, equitable, 
licit, real, genuine, true. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wrongful, illegal, 
unlawful, fake. 

sipping: (n) imbibing, imbibition; (adj) 

libant. 
undisturbed: (adj) peaceful, quiet, 

tranquil, serene, placid, still, easy, 
smooth, uninterrupted, untroubled, 
composed. ANTONYMS: (adj) tense, 
anxious, agitated, bothered, 
disordered, disturbed, noisy, scared. 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket. 
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incidental reference to this very subject in what I am now about to say to you.  
And this same inveterate grudge,--excuse me, I mean no offence,--this irritability, 
which you have just shown, is not entirely aside from the matter."%

"If you can find anything for your purpose, Mr. Pyncheon," said the 
carpenter, "in a man's natural resentment for the wrongs done to his blood, you 
are welcome to it." 

"I take you at your word, Goodman Maule," said the owner of the Seven 
Gables, with a smile, "and will proceed to suggest a mode in which your 
hereditary resentments--justifiable or otherwise--may have had a bearing on my 
affairs.  You have heard, I suppose, that the Pyncheon family, ever since my 
grandfather's days, have been prosecuting a still unsettled claim to a very large 
extent of territory at the Eastward?" 

"Often," replied Maule,--and it is said that a smile came over his face,--"very 
often,--from my father!" 

"This claim," continued Mr. Pyncheon, after pausing a moment, as if to 
consider what the carpenter's smile might mean, "appeared to be on the very 
verge of a settlement and full allowance, at the period of my grandfather's 
decease.  It was well known, to those in his confidence, that he anticipated 
neither difficulty nor delay.  Now, Colonel Pyncheon, I need hardly say, was a 
practical man, well acquainted with public and private business, and not at all 
the person to cherish ill-founded hopes, or to attempt the following out of an 
impracticable scheme.  It is obvious to conclude, therefore, that he had grounds, 
not apparent to his heirs, for his confident anticipation of success in the matter of 
this Eastern claim.  In a word, I believe,--and my legal advisers coincide in the 
belief, which, moreover, is authorized, to a certain extent, by the family 
traditions,--that my grandfather was in possession of some deed, or other 
document, essential to this claim, but which has since disappeared." 

"Very likely," said Matthew Maule,--and again, it is said, there was a dark 
smile on his face,--"but what can a poor carpenter have to do with the grand 
affairs of the Pyncheon family?" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

advisers: (n) advisor, administration, 
board, cabinet, faculty. 

authorized: (v) allowed; (adj) 
authorised, official, accredited, 
competent, lawful, legal, legitimate, 
permissible, qualified; (adj, v) 
privileged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unauthorized, illegal, unqualified. 

heirs: (n) family, posterity, issue. 
hereditary: (adj) familial, ancestral, 

inherent, heritable, inherited, inborn, 
congenital, innate, patrimonial,  

native, heredity. 
ill-founded: (adj) invalid. 
impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 

infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed. 

incidental: (adj) fortuitous, accidental, 
contingent, adventitious, collateral, 
chance, occasional, incident, 
attendant, concomitant, episodic.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) basic, direct, 
intended, significant. 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, calmed, 
calm. 

wrongs: (n) mala. 
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"Perhaps nothing," returned Mr. Pyncheon, "possibly much!" 
Here ensued a great many words between Matthew Maule and the proprietor 

of the Seven Gables, on the subject which the latter had thus broached.  It seems 
(although Mr. Pyncheon had some hesitation in referring to stories so 
exceedingly absurd in their aspect) that the popular belief pointed to some 
mysterious connection and dependence, existing between the family of the 
Maules and these vast unrealized possessions of the Pyncheons. It was an 
ordinary saying that the old wizard, hanged though he was, had obtained the 
best end of the bargain in his contest with Colonel Pyncheon; inasmuch as he had 
got possession of the great Eastern claim, in exchange for an acre or two of 
garden-ground. A very aged woman, recently dead, had often used the 
metaphorical expression, in her fireside talk, that miles and miles of the 
Pyncheon lands had been shovelled into Maule's grave; which, by the bye, was 
but a very shallow nook, between two rocks, near the summit of Gallows Hill.  
Again, when the lawyers were making inquiry for the missing document, it was 
a by-word that it would never be found, unless in the wizard's skeleton hand.  So 
much weight had the shrewd lawyers assigned to these fables, that (but Mr. 
Pyncheon did not see fit to inform the carpenter of the fact) they had secretly 
caused the wizard's grave to be searched.  Nothing was discovered, however, 
except that, unaccountably, the right hand of the skeleton was gone.%

Now, what was unquestionably important, a portion of these popular rumors 
could be traced, though rather doubtfully and indistinctly, to chance words and 
obscure hints of the executed wizard's son, and the father of this present 
Matthew Maule.  And here Mr. Pyncheon could bring an item of his own 
personal evidence into play.  Though but a child at the time, he either 
remembered or fancied that Matthew's father had had some job to perform on 
the day before, or possibly the very morning of the Colonel's decease, in the 
private room where he and the carpenter were at this moment talking.  Certain 
papers belonging to Colonel Pyncheon, as his grandson distinctly recollected, 
had been spread out on the table. 

Matthew Maule understood the insinuated suspicion. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acre: (n) agrimensor, Akka. 
broached: (adv) astir, afoot. 
doubtfully: (adj, adv) hesitantly, 

distrustfully; (adv) suspiciously, 
uncertainly, doubtingly, tentatively, 
indecisively, unsurely, skeptically, 
precariously, shadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indisputably, surely, trustingly, 
inevitably, confidently, 
optimistically, plausibly. 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly,  

surpassingly, extraordinarily, greatly, 
awfully, terrifically, eminently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, hardly, 
insufficiently, somewhat. 

insinuated: (adj) subtle. 
metaphorical: (adj) metaphoric, 

allegorical, symbolic, typical, not 
literal, parabolic, transumptive, 
allusive, anagogical, catachrestical; 
(n) tropical. ANTONYMS: (adj) plain, 
literal. 

shrewd: (adj) sharp, astute, keen,  

piercing, clever, cunning, bright; (adj, 
v) sagacious, knowing, crafty, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
gullible, naive, soft, candid, dim, 
innocent, guileless, obtuse, 
indiscriminate. 

stories: (n) tale. 
unaccountably: (adv) mysteriously, 

especially, curiously, bizarrely. 
unrealized: (adj) latent, potential, 

unconscious, unrealised, 
unsuccessful. 
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"My father," he said,--but still there was that dark smile, making a riddle of 
his countenance,--"my father was an honester man than the bloody old Colonel! 
Not to get his rights back again would he have carried off one of those papers!" 

"I shall not bandy words with you," observed the foreign-bred Mr. Pyncheon, 
with haughty composure.  "Nor will it become me to resent any rudeness 
towards either my grandfather or myself. A gentleman, before seeking 
intercourse with a person of your station and habits, will first consider whether 
the urgency of the end may compensate for the disagreeableness of the means.  
It does so in the present instance." 

He then renewed the conversation, and made great pecuniary offers to the 
carpenter, in case the latter should give information leading to the discovery of 
the lost document, and the consequent success of the Eastern claim.  For a long 
time Matthew Maule is said to have turned a cold ear to these propositions.  At 
last, however, with a strange kind of laugh, he inquired whether Mr. Pyncheon 
would make over to him the old wizard's homestead-ground, together with the 
House of the Seven Gables, now standing on it, in requital of the documentary 
evidence so urgently required.%

The wild, chimney-corner legend (which, without copying all its 
extravagances, my narrative essentially follows) here gives an account of some 
very strange behavior on the part of Colonel Pyncheon's portrait.  This picture, it 
must be understood, was supposed to be so intimately connected with the fate of 
the house, and so magically built into its walls, that, if once it should be 
removed, that very instant the whole edifice would come thundering down in a 
heap of dusty ruin.  All through the foregoing conversation between Mr. 
Pyncheon and the carpenter, the portrait had been frowning, clenching its fist, 
and giving many such proofs of excessive discomposure, but without attracting 
the notice of either of the two colloquists.  And finally, at Matthew Maule's 
audacious suggestion of a transfer of the seven-gabled structure, the ghostly 
portrait is averred to have lost all patience, and to have shown itself on the point 
of descending bodily from its frame.  But such incredible incidents are merely to 
be mentioned aside. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

audacious: (adj) brash, arrogant, 
barefaced, bold, daring, impudent, 
intrepid, brave, shameless, 
enterprising, insolent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, timid, cautious, polite, 
reserved, meek, humble, fearful, 
discreet, respectful. 

bandy: (v) exchange, agitate, band, 
shuttlecock, argue, debate, shuffle, 
brandish, change bands, flap; (n) 
bander. 

behavior: (n, v) bearing, demeanor; (n) 

carriage, conduct, deportment, act, 
behaviour, manner, character, action, 
morality. 

disagreeableness: (n) bitterness, 
belligerence, acrimony, acerbity, 
sweetness, temperament, 
pleasantness, disposition, 
disagreeable, unpleasantness, 
difficulty. 

magically: (adv) as if by magic, 
occultly, marvelously, charmingly, 
enchantingly, witchingly,  

wonderfully, mysteriously, 
miraculously, supernaturally, 
mysticly. 

mentioned: (adj) spoken. 
pecuniary: (adj) financial, fiscal, 

commercial, economic, nummulary, 
sumptuary, numismatical, pecunial, 
crumenal. 

thundering: (adj) thumping, 
whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 
lubberly, spanking, big, loud, striking 
terror; (n) thunder. 
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"Give up this house!" exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon, in amazement at the proposal.  
"Were I to do so, my grandfather would not rest quiet in his grave!"%

"He never has, if all stories are true," remarked the carpenter composedly.  
"But that matter concerns his grandson more than it does Matthew Maule.  I have 
no other terms to propose." 

Impossible as he at first thought it to comply with Maule's conditions, still, on 
a second glance, Mr. Pyncheon was of opinion that they might at least be made 
matter of discussion. He himself had no personal attachment for the house, nor 
any pleasant associations connected with his childish residence in it. On the 
contrary, after seven-and-thirty years, the presence of his dead grandfather 
seemed still to pervade it, as on that morning when the affrighted boy had 
beheld him, with so ghastly an aspect, stiffening in his chair.  His long abode in 
foreign parts, moreover, and familiarity with many of the castles and ancestral 
halls of England, and the marble palaces of Italy, had caused him to look 
contemptuously at the House of the Seven Gables, whether in point of splendor 
or convenience.  It was a mansion exceedingly inadequate to the style of living 
which it would be incumbent on Mr. Pyncheon to support, after realizing his 
territorial rights.  His steward might deign to occupy it, but never, certainly, the 
great landed proprietor himself.  In the event of success, indeed, it was his 
purpose to return to England; nor, to say the truth, would he recently have 
quitted that more congenial home, had not his own fortune, as well as his 
deceased wife's, begun to give symptoms of exhaustion.  The Eastern claim once 
fairly settled, and put upon the firm basis of actual possession, Mr. Pyncheon's 
property--to be measured by miles, not acres--would be worth an earldom, and 
would reasonably entitle him to solicit, or enable him to purchase, that elevated 
dignity from the British monarch.  Lord Pyncheon!--or the Earl of Waldo!--how 
could such a magnate be expected to contract his grandeur within the pitiful 
compass of seven shingled gables? 

In short, on an enlarged view of the business, the carpenter's terms appeared 
so ridiculously easy that Mr. Pyncheon could scarcely forbear laughing in his 
face.  He was quite ashamed, after the foregoing reflections, to propose any 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. 

composedly: (adv) serenely, calmly, 
quietly, placidly, coolly, sedately, 
steadily, soberly, unperturbedly, 
staidly, relaxedly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
nervously. 

contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, 
sneeringly, insultingly, 
disparagingly, superciliously, 
derisively, condescendingly,  

disrespectfully, haughtily, 
contumeliously, sardonically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly. 

deign: (v) lower oneself, vouchsafe, 
stoop, descend, lower, grant, move, 
stoop to, allow, fall, come from. 

earldom: (n) rank, county, domain, 
demesne, count. 

entitle: (v) dub, style, designate, 
christen, empower, term, baptize, 
authorize; (n, v) title, name, 
denominate. ANTONYMS: (v)  

disqualify, debar. 
forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, 

tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, 
relinquish; (n) predecessor, 
progenitor, forebear. 

realizing: (n) thought. 
solicit: (v) crave, request, petition, ask, 

pray, importune, require, apply, 
implore, demand; (adj, v) court. 

stiffening: (n) stiffness, rigidification, 
reinforcement, process, rigidifying, 
procedure. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 194

diminution of so moderate a recompense for the immense service to be 
rendered.%

"I consent to your proposition, Maule," cried he."  Put me in possession of the 
document essential to establish my rights, and the House of the Seven Gables is 
your own!" 

According to some versions of the story, a regular contract to the above effect 
was drawn up by a lawyer, and signed and sealed in the presence of witnesses.  
Others say that Matthew Maule was contented with a private written agreement, 
in which Mr. Pyncheon pledged his honor and integrity to the fulfillment of the 
terms concluded upon.  The gentleman then ordered wine, which he and the 
carpenter drank together, in confirmation of their bargain. During the whole 
preceding discussion and subsequent formalities, the old Puritan's portrait 
seems to have persisted in its shadowy gestures of disapproval; but without 
effect, except that, as Mr. Pyncheon set down the emptied glass, he thought be 
beheld his grandfather frown. 

"This sherry is too potent a wine for me; it has affected my brain already," he 
observed, after a somewhat startled look at the picture. "On returning to Europe, 
I shall confine myself to the more delicate vintages of Italy and France, the best of 
which will not bear transportation." 

"My Lord Pyncheon may drink what wine he will, and wherever he pleases," 
replied the carpenter, as if he had been privy to Mr. Pyncheon's ambitious 
projects.  "But first, sir, if you desire tidings of this lost document, I must crave 
the favor of a little talk with your fair daughter Alice." 

"You are mad, Maule!" exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon haughtily; and now, at last, 
there was anger mixed up with his pride.  "What can my daughter have to do 
with a business like this?" 

Indeed, at this new demand on the carpenter's part, the proprietor of the 
Seven Gables was even more thunder-struck than at the cool proposition to 
surrender his house.  There was, at least, an assignable motive for the first 
stipulation; there appeared to be none whatever for the last.  Nevertheless, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assignable: (adj) negotiable, alienable, 
conveyable, allocatable, movable, 
referable, exchangeable, 
transferrable, ascribable, convertible.

crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, 
grant. 

diminution: (n, v) decrease, decline; 
(n) deduction, reduction, abatement, 
cut, contraction, rebate, decrement,  

curtailment, declension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, expansion, 
restoration, enlargement. 

drank: (v) absorb. 
emptied: (adj) empty, void, depleted, 

emptier, annulled, open, vacuous. 
formalities: (n) ceremony, etiquette, 

observance, process, procedure, 
protocol, manners, official procedure, 
rules and regulations, code of 
conduct, ceremonial. 

privy: (adj) confidential, covert,  

personal, clandestine, ulterior, occult, 
latent, secret; (n) outhouse, lavatory, 
loo. 

stipulation: (n) condition, provision, 
covenant, proviso, compact, promise, 
requirement, clause, restriction, 
qualification, contract. 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding. 

witnesses: (n) audience. 
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Matthew Maule sturdily insisted on the young lady being summoned, and even 
gave her father to understand, in a mysterious kind of explanation,--which made 
the matter considerably darker than it looked before,--that the only chance of 
acquiring the requisite knowledge was through the clear, crystal medium of a 
pure and virgin intelligence, like that of the fair Alice.  Not to encumber our 
story with Mr. Pyncheon's scruples, whether of conscience, pride, or fatherly 
affection, he at length ordered his daughter to be called.  He well knew that she 
was in her chamber, and engaged in no occupation that could not readily be laid 
aside; for, as it happened, ever since Alice's name had been spoken, both her 
father and the carpenter had heard the sad and sweet music of her harpsichord, 
and the airier melancholy of her accompanying voice.%

So Alice Pyncheon was summoned, and appeared.  A portrait of this young 
lady, painted by a Venetian artist, and left by her father in England, is said to 
have fallen into the hands of the present Duke of Devonshire, and to be now 
preserved at Chatsworth; not on account of any associations with the original, 
but for its value as a picture, and the high character of beauty in the countenance.  
If ever there was a lady born, and set apart from the world's vulgar mass by a 
certain gentle and cold stateliness, it was this very Alice Pyncheon.  Yet there 
was the womanly mixture in her; the tenderness, or, at least, the tender 
capabilities.  For the sake of that redeeming quality, a man of generous nature 
would have forgiven all her pride, and have been content, almost, to lie down in 
her path, and let Alice set her slender foot upon his heart.  All that he would 
have required was simply the acknowledgment that he was indeed a man, and a 
fellow-being, moulded of the same elements as she. 

As Alice came into the room, her eyes fell upon the carpenter, who was 
standing near its centre, clad in green woollen jacket, a pair of loose breeches, 
open at the knees, and with a long pocket for his rule, the end of which 
protruded; it was as proper a mark of the artisan's calling as Mr. Pyncheon's full-
dress sword of that gentleman's aristocratic pretensions.  A glow of artistic 
approval brightened over Alice Pyncheon's face; she was struck with admiration-
-which she made no attempt to conceal--of the remarkable comeliness, strength, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acknowledgment: (n) admission, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, 
confession, greeting, credit, 
allowance, declaration, agreement, 
thanks, gratitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rejection, ungratefulness, oversight, 
snub, ignoring, invoice, blame, 
defiance. 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, 
trousers, pantaloons. 

comeliness: (n) charm, grace, 
loveliness, fairness, beauteousness, 
attractiveness, pulchritude, 
goodliness, blondness, mense, form. 

encumber: (v) saddle, clog, hamper, 
charge, lumber, tax, embarrass, 
constrain, hinder, bound, cumber. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, alleviate, 
assist, aid, facilitate, ease, help, 
lighten, relieve. 

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental,  

affectionate, benevolent, benign; (adj, 
adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly. 

forgiven: (v) conciliatory, placable. 
full-dress: (adj) complete, thorough, 

exhaustive. 
sturdily: (adv) strongly, firmly, stoutly, 

solidly, robustly, hardily, powerfully, 
soundly, hardly, substantially, 
stalwartly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
lightly, flimsily, slightly. 
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and energy of Maule's figure. But that admiring glance (which most other men, 
perhaps, would have cherished as a sweet recollection all through life) the 
carpenter never forgave.  It must have been the devil himself that made Maule so 
subtile in his preception.%

"Does the girl look at me as if I were a brute beast?" thought he, setting his 
teeth.  "She shall know whether I have a human spirit; and the worse for her, if it 
prove stronger than her own!" 

"My father, you sent for me," said Alice, in her sweet and harp-like voice.  
"But, if you have business with this young man, pray let me go again.  You know 
I do not love this room, in spite of that Claude, with which you try to bring back 
sunny recollections." 

"Stay a moment, young lady, if you please!" said Matthew Maule. "My 
business with your father is over.  With yourself, it is now to begin!" 

Alice looked towards her father, in surprise and inquiry. 
"Yes, Alice," said Mr. Pyncheon, with some disturbance and confusion.  "This 

young man--his name is Matthew Maule--professes, so far as I can understand 
him, to be able to discover, through your means, a certain paper or parchment, 
which was missing long before your birth.  The importance of the document in 
question renders it advisable to neglect no possible, even if improbable, method 
of regaining it.  You will therefore oblige me, my dear Alice, by answering this 
person's inquiries, and complying with his lawful and reasonable requests, so 
far as they may appear to have the aforesaid object in view.  As I shall remain in 
the room, you need apprehend no rude nor unbecoming deportment, on the 
young man's part; and, at your slightest wish, of course, the investigation, or 
whatever we may call it, shall immediately be broken off." 

"Mistress Alice Pyncheon," remarked Matthew Maule, with the utmost 
deference, but yet a half-hidden sarcasm in his look and tone, "will no doubt feel 
herself quite safe in her father's presence, and under his all-sufficient protection." 

"I certainly shall entertain no manner of apprehension, with my father at 
hand," said Alice with maidenly dignity.  "Neither do I conceive that a lady, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misunderstand, discharge, free, 
liberate. 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman. 

complying: (adj) compliant, 
submissive, consenting, complaisant, 
assentive; (adj, v) tractable; (v) 
willing, commodious, chosen, 
causing ease; (n) agreement. 

forgave: (v) to excuse. 
inquiries: (n) investigation, 

examination, study, enquiries, 
enquiry, inquiry, exploration. 

parchment: (n) vellum, sheepskin, 
lambskin, diploma, testament, will; 
(v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar.

regaining: (n) regain, clawback, 
proceeds, payoff, paying back, 
reappearance, indemnity, issue, 
recapture, recurrence, redress. 
ANTONYM: (n) loss. 

unbecoming: (adj) indecorous, 
unseemly, inappropriate, indecent, 
indelicate, untoward, unworthy, 
unsuitable, shameful, unbefitting, 
incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dignified, becoming, fitting, proper, 
seemly, correct, decent, suitable. 
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while true to herself, can have aught to fear from whomsoever, or in any 
circumstances!" 

Poor Alice! By what unhappy impulse did she thus put herself at once on 
terms of defiance against a strength which she could not estimate? 

"Then, Mistress Alice," said Matthew Maule, handing a chair, --gracefully 
enough, for a craftsman, "will it please you only to sit down, and do me the favor 
(though altogether beyond a poor carpenter's deserts) to fix your eyes on mine!" 

Alice complied, She was very proud.  Setting aside all advantages of rank, 
this fair girl deemed herself conscious of a power --combined of beauty, high, 
unsullied purity, and the preservative force of womanhood--that could make 
her sphere impenetrable, unless betrayed by treachery within.  She instinctively 
knew, it may be, that some sinister or evil potency was now striving to pass her 
barriers; nor would she decline the contest.  So Alice put woman's might against 
man's might; a match not often equal on the part of woman.%

Her father meanwhile had turned away, and seemed absorbed in the 
contemplation of a landscape by Claude, where a shadowy and sun-streaked 
vista penetrated so remotely into an ancient wood, that it would have been no 
wonder if his fancy had lost itself in the picture's bewildering depths.  But, in 
truth, the picture was no more to him at that moment than the blank wall against 
which it hung.  His mind was haunted with the many and strange tales which he 
had heard, attributing mysterious if not supernatural endowments to these 
Maules, as well the grandson here present as his two immediate ancestors.  Mr. 
Pyncheon's long residence abroad, and intercourse with men of wit and fashion, 
--courtiers, worldings, and free-thinkers,--had done much towards obliterating 
the grim Puritan superstitions, which no man of New England birth at that early 
period could entirely escape.  But, on the other hand, had not a whole 
Community believed Maule's grandfather to be a wizard? Had not the crime 
been proved? Had not the wizard died for it? Had he not bequeathed a legacy of 
hatred against the Pyncheons to this only grandson, who, as it appeared, was 
now about to exercise a subtle influence over the daughter of his enemy's house?  
Might not this influence be the same that was called witchcraft? 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attributing: (n) reference. 
bequeathed: (adj) hereditary. 
bewildering: (adj) astonishing, 

puzzling, perplexing, confusing, 
marvelous, mystifying, amazing, 
astounding, discomfit, upsetting, 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enlightening, simple, soothing. 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance. 

obliterating: (adj) destructive, 
obscurant. 

preservative: (adj) protective, 
conservative, defensive, 
conservational; (n) preserver, 
preserving agent, antiseptic, chemical 
compound, brine; (adj, n) additive. 

striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
ambition, struggle, exertion. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated. 

supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural,  

mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal. 

unsullied: (adj) unstained, 
unblemished, unspotted, immaculate, 
pure, innocent, spotless, chaste, 
stainless, guiltless, unsoiled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
tainted, corrupt, old. 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective. 
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Turning half around, he caught a glimpse of Maule's figure in the looking-
glass.  At some paces from Alice, with his arms uplifted in the air, the carpenter 
made a gesture as if directing downward a slow, ponderous, and invisible 
weight upon the maiden.%

"Stay, Maule!" exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon, stepping forward.  "I forbid your 
proceeding further!" 

"Pray, my dear father, do not interrupt the young man," said Alice, without 
changing her position.  "His efforts, I assure you, will prove very harmless." 

Again Mr. Pyncheon turned his eyes towards the Claude.  It was then his 
daughter's will, in opposition to his own, that the experiment should be fully 
tried.  Henceforth, therefore, he did but consent, not urge it.  And was it not for 
her sake far more than for his own that he desired its success? That lost 
parchment once restored, the beautiful Alice Pyncheon, with the rich dowry 
which he could then bestow, might wed an English duke or a German reigning-
prince, instead of some New England clergyman or lawyer! At the thought, the 
ambitious father almost consented, in his heart, that, if the devil's power were 
needed to the accomplishment of this great object, Maule might evoke him.  
Alice's own purity would be her safeguard. 

With his mind full of imaginary magnificence, Mr. Pyncheon heard a half-
uttered exclamation from his daughter.  It was very faint and low; so indistinct 
that there seemed but half a will to shape out the words, and too undefined a 
purport to be intelligible. Yet it was a call for help!--his conscience never 
doubted it;--and, little more than a whisper to his ear, it was a dismal shriek, and 
long reechoed so, in the region round his heart! But this time the father did not 
turn. 

After a further interval, Maule spoke. 
"Behold your daughter."  said he. 
Mr. Pyncheon came hastily forward.  The carpenter was standing erect in 

front of Alice's chair, and pointing his finger towards the maiden with an 
expression of triumphant power, the limits of which could not be defined, as, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected. 
dowry: (n) dot, inheritance, gift, 

alimony, dowery, portion, jointure, 
grant, share, endowment, heritage. 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis. 

imaginary: (adj) fictitious, unreal, 
false, mythical, illusory, ideal, 
hypothetical, visionary, fictional, 
notional, chimerical. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) real, palpable, actual, concrete, 
prosaic, normal, true. 

intelligible: (adj) clear, 
understandable, articulate, luminous, 
apprehensible, graspable, simple, 
lucid, definite, distinct, perspicuous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) difficult, illegible.

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 
greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty,  

shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness. 

shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 
howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh. 

undefined: (adj) indeterminate, 
indistinct, obscure, shadowy, 
uncertain, vague, unspecified, 
ambiguous, unlimited, inexact, 
neutral. ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, 
exact, constrained. 
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indeed, its scope stretched vaguely towards the unseen and the infinite.  Alice sat 
in an attitude of profound repose, with the long brown lashes drooping over her 
eyes.%

"There she is!" said the carpenter.  "Speak to her!" 
"Alice! My daughter!" exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon.  "My own Alice!" 
She did not stir. 
"Louder!" said Maule, smiling. 
"Alice! Awake!" cried her father.  "It troubles me to see you thus! Awake!" 
He spoke loudly, with terror in his voice, and close to that delicate ear which 

had always been so sensitive to every discord. But the sound evidently reached 
her not.  It is indescribable what a sense of remote, dim, unattainable distance 
betwixt himself and Alice was impressed on the father by this impossibility of 
reaching her with his voice. 

"Best touch her" said Matthew Maule "Shake the girl, and roughly, too! My 
hands are hardened with too much use of axe, saw, and plane, --else I might help 
you!" 

Mr. Pyncheon took her hand, and pressed it with the earnestness of startled 
emotion.  He kissed her, with so great a heart-throb in the kiss, that he thought 
she must needs feel it.  Then, in a gust of anger at her insensibility, he shook her 
maiden form with a violence which, the next moment, it affrighted him to 
remember.  He withdrew his encircling arms, and Alice--whose figure, though 
flexible, had been wholly impassive--relapsed into the same attitude as before 
these attempts to arouse her.  Maule having shifted his position, her face was 
turned towards him slightly, but with what seemed to be a reference of her very 
slumber to his guidance. 

Then it was a strange sight to behold how the man of conventionalities shook 
the powder out of his periwig; how the reserved and stately gentleman forgot 
his dignity; how the gold-embroidered waistcoat flickered and glistened in the 
firelight with the convulsion of rage, terror, and sorrow in the human heart that 
was beating under it. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attempts: (adj) trying. 
convulsion: (adj, n, v) spasm; (n) fit, 

paroxysm, commotion, attack, 
clonus, shake, seizure, upheaval, 
cramp; (adj, n) disturbance. 
ANTONYM: (n) peace. 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm. 

encircling: (adj, prep) surrounding; 
(prep) around; (adj) comprehensive,  

encompassing, roundabout, 
circuitous, rotary, circumferential, 
inclusive; (v) encircle. 

insensibility: (n) callousness, 
hardness, indifference, dullness, 
stupidity, stupor, impassiveness, 
coma, physical insensibility, 
impassivity, trance. 

periwig: (n) peruke, wig, front, pelt, 
chignon, shako, turban, toupee, fez, 
caftan, busby. 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm;  

(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation. 

unattainable: (adj) impossible, 
inaccessible, impracticable, 
impractical, unapproachable, 
unobtainable, out of print, not 
possible, unassailable, unavailable, 
unbeatable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, accessible, possible, 
attainable, feasible. 
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"Villain!" cried Mr. Pyncheon, shaking his clenched fist at Maule. "You and 
the fiend together have robbed me of my daughter.  Give her back, spawn of the 
old wizard, or you shall climb Gallows Hill in your grandfather's footsteps!" 

"Softly, Mr. Pyncheon!" said the carpenter with scornful composure.  "Softly, 
an it please your worship, else you will spoil those rich lace ruffles at your 
wrists! Is it my crime if you have sold your daughter for the mere hope of getting 
a sheet of yellow parchment into your clutch? There sits Mistress Alice quietly 
asleep.  Now let Matthew Maule try whether she be as proud as the carpenter 
found her awhile since." 

He spoke, and Alice responded, with a soft, subdued, inward acquiescence, 
and a bending of her form towards him, like the flame of a torch when it 
indicates a gentle draught of air.  He beckoned with his hand, and, rising from 
her chair,--blindly, but undoubtingly, as tending to her sure and inevitable 
centre, --the proud Alice approached him.  He waved her back, and, retreating, 
Alice sank again into her seat.%

"She is mine!" said Matthew Maule.  "Mine, by the right of the strongest 
spirit!" 

In the further progress of the legend, there is a long, grotesque, and 
occasionally awe-striking account of the carpenter's incantations (if so they are to 
be called), with a view of discovering the lost document.  It appears to have been 
his object to convert the mind of Alice into a kind of telescopic medium, through 
which Mr. Pyncheon and himself might obtain a glimpse into the spiritual world.  
He succeeded, accordingly, in holding an imperfect sort of intercourse, at one 
remove, with the departed personages in whose custody the so much valued 
secret had been carried beyond the precincts of earth.  During her trance, Alice 
described three figures as being present to her spiritualized perception.  One was 
an aged, dignified, stern-looking gentleman, clad as for a solemn festival in grave 
and costly attire, but with a great bloodstain on his richly wrought band; the 
second, an aged man, meanly dressed, with a dark and malign countenance, and 
a broken halter about his neck; the third, a person not so advanced in life as the 
former two, but beyond the middle age, wearing a coarse woollen tunic and 
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attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, wear; 
(n) costume, garment, outfit, clothes; 
(v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, strip, 
unclothe; (n) nakedness. 

clenched: (adj) tight, clinched. 
discovering: (adj) observant, oracular. 
malign: (v) defame, disparage, 

asperse, libel, badmouth, vilify; (adj) 
malevolent, harmful, malefic, 
injurious, evil. ANTONYMS: (v) 
praise, compliment; (adj) benign,  

beneficial, harmless. 
meanly: (adv) poorly, nastily, 

averagely, humbly, ungenerously, 
tightly, rudely, stingily, 
parsimoniously, scurvily, mediocrely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) generously, 
sympathetically, compassionately, 
genially, respectfully, pleasantly, 
affluently. 

scornful: (adj) disdainful, haughty, 
arrogant, sarcastic, disparaging, 
derisive, mocking, abusive, scathing, 

opprobrious, insulting. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) approving, complimentary, 
humble, sympathetic, admiring. 

spawn: (v) engender, generate, cause, 
make, spat, father; (n) roe, offspring, 
seed, progeny; (n, v) breed. 

telescopic: (adj) wide of, visible, 
farsighted, distant, distal, collapsible, 
sliding. 

tunic: (n) tunicate, tunicle, tabard, 
adventitia, chiton, surcoat, tunica, 
jacket, robe, coat, integument. 
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leather breeches, and with a carpenter's rule sticking out of his side pocket.  
These three visionary characters possessed a mutual knowledge of the missing 
document.  One of them, in truth, --it was he with the blood-stain on his band,--
seemed, unless his gestures were misunderstood, to hold the parchment in his 
immediate keeping, but was prevented by his two partners in the mystery from 
disburdening himself of the trust.  Finally, when he showed a purpose of 
shouting forth the secret loudly enough to be heard from his own sphere into 
that of mortals, his companions struggled with him, and pressed their hands 
over his mouth; and forthwith --whether that he were choked by it, or that the 
secret itself was of a crimson hue --there was a fresh flow of blood upon his 
band.  Upon this, the two meanly dressed figures mocked and jeered at the 
much-abashed old dignitary, and pointed their fingers at the stain.%

At this juncture, Maule turned to Mr. Pyncheon. 
"It will never be allowed," said he.  "The custody of this secret, that would so 

enrich his heirs, makes part of your grandfather's retribution.  He must choke 
with it until it is no longer of any value.  And keep you the House of the Seven 
Gables! It is too dear bought an inheritance, and too heavy with the curse upon 
it, to be shifted yet awhile from the Colonel's posterity." 

Mr. Pyncheon tried to speak, but--what with fear and passion--could make 
only a gurgling murmur in his throat.  The carpenter smiled. 

"Aha, worshipful sir!--so you have old Maule's blood to drink!" said he 
jeeringly. 

"Fiend in man's shape! why dost thou keep dominion over my child?" cried 
Mr. Pyncheon, when his choked utterance could make way.  "Give me back my 
daughter.  Then go thy ways; and may we never meet again!" 

"Your daughter!" said Matthew Maule.  "Why, she is fairly mine! 
Nevertheless, not to be too hard with fair Mistress Alice, I will leave her in your 
keeping; but I do not warrant you that she shall never have occasion to 
remember Maule, the carpenter." 
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choke: (v) asphyxiate, block, stifle, 
back up, clog up, gag, suffocate, foul, 
strangle, smother, obstruct. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, open, release, 
unblock. 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure. 

dominion: (n) authority, control, 
domain, command, reign, rule, sway, 
power, kingdom, mastery,  

supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) 
subjugation. 

jeeringly: (adv) derisively, scoffingly, 
gibingly, tauntingly, derisorily. 

misunderstood: (adj) mistreated, 
confused. 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 
hum, whisper, mutter, whine, babble, 
drone; (v) complain, bubble, breathe. 

partners: (n) associates, team. 
retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, 

penalty, punishment, requital,  

repayment, recompense, reward, 
revenge, retaliation, restitution. 
ANTONYM: (n) reward. 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage. 

visionary: (adj, n) utopian; (adj, v) 
imaginary; (adj) airy, fanciful, unreal, 
dreamy, ideal, romantic; (n) seer, 
dreamer, prophet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
foolish, unromantic, practical, real, 
realistic, unimaginative. 
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He waved his hands with an upward motion; and, after a few repetitions of 
similar gestures, the beautiful Alice Pyncheon awoke from her strange trance.  
She awoke without the slightest recollection of her visionary experience; but as 
one losing herself in a momentary reverie, and returning to the consciousness of 
actual life, in almost as brief an interval as the down-sinking flame of the hearth 
should quiver again up the chimney.  On recognizing Matthew Maule, she 
assumed an air of somewhat cold but gentle dignity, the rather, as there was a 
certain peculiar smile on the carpenter's visage that stirred the native pride of the 
fair Alice.   So ended, for that time, the quest for the lost title-deed of the 
Pyncheon territory at the Eastward; nor, though often subsequently renewed, has 
it ever yet befallen a Pyncheon to set his eye upon that parchment.%

But, alas for the beautiful, the gentle, yet too haughty Alice! A power that she 
little dreamed of had laid its grasp upon her maiden soul.  A will, most unlike 
her own, constrained her to do its grotesque and fantastic bidding.  Her father as 
it proved, had martyred his poor child to an inordinate desire for measuring his 
land by miles instead of acres.  And, therefore, while Alice Pyncheon lived, she 
was Maule's slave, in a bondage more humiliating, a thousand-fold, than that 
which binds its chain around the body.  Seated by his humble fireside, Maule 
had but to wave his hand; and, wherever the proud lady chanced to be,--whether 
in her chamber, or entertaining her father's stately guests, or worshipping at 
church, --whatever her place or occupation, her spirit passed from beneath her 
own control, and bowed itself to Maule.  "Alice, laugh!"--the carpenter, beside his 
hearth, would say; or perhaps intensely will it, without a spoken word.  And, 
even were it prayer-time, or at a funeral, Alice must break into wild laughter.  
"Alice, be sad!"--and, at the instant, down would come her tears, quenching all 
the mirth of those around her like sudden rain upon a bonfire.  "Alice, dance." --
and dance she would, not in such court-like measures as she had learned abroad, 
but Some high-paced jig, or hop-skip rigadoon, befitting the brisk lasses at a 
rustic merry-making.  It seemed to be Maule's impulse, not to ruin Alice, nor to 
visit her with any black or gigantic mischief, which would have crowned her 
sorrows with the grace of tragedy, but to wreak a low, ungenerous scorn upon 
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bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 
emancipation, freedom. 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful. 

quenching: (n) extinguishing, 
extinction, quench, dampen out, 
cooling, chilling, extermination, 
stamp out, hardening, appeasement, 

deactivation. 
quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 

tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor. 

repetitions: (n) iteration, reiteration, 
iterance. 

reverie: (n) dream, fantasy, air castle, 
brown study, revery, trance, 
abstraction, castle in Spain, castle in 
the air; (adj) preoccupation, 
distraction. ANTONYM: (n) reality. 

rigadoon: (n) hop, reel, saraband, 
bolero, hornpipe. 

ungenerous: (adj, v) illiberal; (adj) 
stingy, parsimonious, miserly, cheap, 
uncharitable, close, narrow, 
tightfisted, closefisted, penurious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, kind. 

worshipping: (adj) worshiping; (n) 
adoration. 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 
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her. % Thus all the dignity of life was lost.  She felt herself too much abased, and 
longed to change natures with some worm! 

One evening, at a bridal party (but not her own; for, so lost from self-control, 
she would have deemed it sin to marry), poor Alice was beckoned forth by her 
unseen despot, and constrained, in her gossamer white dress and satin slippers, 
to hasten along the street to the mean dwelling of a laboring-man.  There was 
laughter and good cheer within; for Matthew Maule, that night, was to wed the 
laborer's daughter, and had summoned proud Alice Pyncheon to wait upon his 
bride.  And so she did; and when the twain were one, Alice awoke out of her 
enchanted sleep.  Yet, no longer proud,--humbly, and with a smile all steeped in 
sadness,--she kissed Maule's wife, and went her way.  It was an inclement night; 
the southeast wind drove the mingled snow and rain into her thinly sheltered 
bosom; her satin slippers were wet through and through, as she trod the muddy 
sidewalks.  The next day a cold; soon, a settled cough; anon, a hectic cheek, a 
wasted form, that sat beside the harpsichord, and filled the house with music! 
Music in which a strain of the heavenly choristers was echoed! Oh; joy For Alice 
had borne her last humiliation! Oh, greater joy! For Alice was penitent of her one 
earthly sin, and proud no more! 

The Pyncheons made a great funeral for Alice.  The kith and kin were there, 
and the whole respectability of the town besides.  But, last in the procession, 
came Matthew Maule, gnashing his teeth, as if he would have bitten his own 
heart in twain,--the darkest and wofullest man that ever walked behind a corpse! 
He meant to humble Alice, not to kill her; but he had taken a woman's delicate 
soul into his rude gripe, to play with--and she was dead! 
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awoke: (adj) awakened. 
bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) 

wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, 
espousal, hymen, marriage 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried. 

despot: (adj, n) tyrant, disciplinarian, 
stickler; (n) dictator, monarch, czar, 
authoritarian, oppressor, potentate; 
(adj) bashaw, hard master. 

enchanted: (adj) bewitched, delighted, 

charmed, fascinated, rapt, 
spellbound, blissful, happy, 
enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, 
unhappy. 

gossamer: (adj) thin, sheer, filmy, 
diaphanous, delicate, fine, cobwebby, 
gauzy, down; (adj, n) cobweb; (n) 
gauze. ANTONYMS: (adj) opaque, 
robust, thick, heavy. 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash,  

rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble. 

inclement: (adj, n) harsh, rugged, 
boisterous; (n) austere; (adj) 
turbulent, grim, bleak, rigorous, 
bitter, rough, rigid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mild, fine, nice, calm, pleasant. 

kith: (n) kindred, acquaintance. 
twain: (n) pair, brace, dyad, deuce, 

twosome, duo, straddle, bitstock, 
coupling, braces, yoke. 
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CHAPTER  % X IV   

 
PHOEBE 'S  GOOD-BY  

 
 

HOLGRAVE, plunging into his tale with the energy and absorption natural 
to a young author, had given a good deal of action to the parts capable of being 
developed and exemplified in that manner.  He now observed that a certain 
remarkable drowsiness (wholly unlike that with which the reader possibly feels 
himself affected) had been flung over the senses of his auditress.  It was the 
effect, unquestionably, of the mystic gesticulations by which he had sought to 
bring bodily before Phoebe's perception the figure of the mesmerizing carpenter.  
With the lids drooping over her eyes,--now lifted for an instant, and drawn 
down again as with leaden weights,--she leaned slightly towards him, and 
seemed almost to regulate her breath by his.  Holgrave gazed at her, as he rolled 
up his manuscript, and recognized an incipient stage of that curious 
psychological condition which, as he had himself told Phoebe, he possessed 
more than an ordinary faculty of producing.  A veil was beginning to be muffled 
about her, in which she could behold only him, and live only in his thoughts and 
emotions.  His glance, as he fastened it on the young girl, grew involuntarily 
more concentrated; in his attitude there was the consciousness of power, 
investing his hardly mature figure with a dignity that did not belong to its 
physical manifestation.  It was evident, that, with but one wave of his hand and a 
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drowsiness: (n) sleepiness, lethargy, 
dullness, doziness, laziness, 
somnolency, inertia, drowse, 
lassitude, languor, sluggishness. 
ANTONYM: (n) alertness. 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, binding, 
empight, steady, firm. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unfastened, unbuttoned. 

incipient: (adj) initial, budding, 
nascent, imperfectly formed, 
commencing, first, undeveloped; (adj, 

v) introductory; (v) inceptive; (n) 
beginning. 

investing: (v) invest; (n) investiture; 
(adj) circumfused, ambient. 

leaden: (adj) heavy, gray, sluggish, 
grey, inert, torpid, grave, languid, 
drab, burdensome, livid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) bright. 

lids: (n) lid. 
mesmerizing: (adj) mesmeric, 

spellbinding, attractive, captivating, 
soporific, enticing, magnetic,  

appealing, fascinating; (adj, v) 
riveting; (v) engrossing. ANTONYM: 
(adj) repellent. 

muffled: (adj) hushed, muted, hollow, 
inarticulate, faint, soft, subdued, low, 
quiet; (v) allusive, covert. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct, 
audible, slight. 

plunging: (adv) diving, headlong, 
pitching, headfirst; (adj) precipitous, 
low, plummeting; (n) descent. 
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corresponding effort of his will, he could complete his mastery over Phoebe's yet 
free and virgin spirit:  he could establish an influence over this good, pure, and 
simple child, as dangerous, and perhaps as disastrous, as that which the 
carpenter of his legend had acquired and exercised over the ill-fated Alice.%

To a disposition like Holgrave's, at once speculative and active, there is no 
temptation so great as the opportunity of acquiring empire over the human 
spirit; nor any idea more seductive to a young man than to become the arbiter of 
a young girl's destiny.  Let us, therefore, --whatever his defects of nature and 
education, and in spite of his scorn for creeds and institutions,--concede to the 
daguerreotypist the rare and high quality of reverence for another's 
individuality.  Let us allow him integrity, also, forever after to be confided in; 
since he forbade himself to twine that one link more which might have rendered 
his spell over Phoebe indissoluble. 

He made a slight gesture upward with his hand. 
"You really mortify me, my dear Miss Phoebe!" he exclaimed, smiling half-

sarcastically at her.  "My poor story, it is but too evident, will never do for Godey 
or Graham! Only think of your falling asleep at what I hoped the newspaper 
critics would pronounce a most brilliant, powerful, imaginative, pathetic, and 
original winding up! Well, the manuscript must serve to light lamps with;--if, 
indeed, being so imbued with my gentle dulness, it is any longer capable of 
flame!" 

"Me asleep! How can you say so?" answered Phoebe, as unconscious of the 
crisis through which she had passed as an infant of the precipice to the verge of 
which it has rolled.  "No, no! I consider myself as having been very attentive; 
and, though I don't remember the incidents quite distinctly, yet I have an 
impression of a vast deal of trouble and calamity,--so, no doubt, the story will 
prove exceedingly attractive." 

By this time the sun had gone down, and was tinting the clouds towards the 
zenith with those bright hues which are not seen there until some time after 
sunset, and when the horizon has quite lost its richer brilliancy.  The moon, too, 
which had long been climbing overhead, and unobtrusively melting its disk into 
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arbiter: (n) arbitrator, mediator, judge, 
referee, expert, adjudicator, umpire, 
critic, authority, moderator, go-
between. 

dulness: (n) dullness, matt, dreariness, 
dimness, bluntness, flatness, 
boringness, vapidity, jejunity, mat, 
tedium. ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
asperity. 

exercised: (adj) applied, distressed, 
proficient, veteran. 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit. 

indissoluble: (adj) lasting, 
irresolvable, permanent, abiding, 
indestructible, insolvable, indivisible, 
indecomposable, strong; (v) 
severable, insecable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) temporary. 

mortify: (v) humble, disgrace, abase, 
crush, embarrass, degrade, shame, 
demean, depress; (n, v) chagrin; (adj, 
v) confuse. 

tinting: (n) shading, coloring, tint, 
coloration. 

twine: (n, v) coil; (n) string, rope, cord; 
(v) lace, entwine, enlace, meander, 
weave, intertwine, twist. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untwine, 
straighten, unwind. 

unobtrusively: (adv) inconspicuously, 
unassumingly, quietly, 
unpretentiously, modestly, retiringly, 
tastefully, reservedly, 
unostentatiously, timidly, hesitantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conspicuously, 
brashly, obviously. 
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the azure,--like an ambitious demagogue, who hides his aspiring purpose by 
assuming the prevalent hue of popular sentiment,--now began to shine out, 
broad and oval, in its middle pathway.  These silvery beams were already 
powerful enough to change the character of the lingering daylight.  They 
softened and embellished the aspect of the old house; although the shadows fell 
deeper into the angles of its many gables, and lay brooding under the projecting 
story, and within the half-open door.  With the lapse of every moment, the 
garden grew more picturesque; the fruit-trees, shrubbery, and flower-bushes 
had a dark obscurity among them.  The commonplace characteristics--which, at 
noontide, it seemed to have taken a century of sordid life to accumulate--were 
now transfigured by a charm of romance.  A hundred mysterious years were 
whispering among the leaves, whenever the slight sea-breeze found its way 
thither and stirred them.  Through the foliage that roofed the little summer-
house the moonlight flickered to and fro, and fell silvery white on the dark floor, 
the table, and the circular bench, with a continual shift and play, according as the 
chinks and wayward crevices among the twigs admitted or shut out the 
glimmer.%

So sweetly cool was the atmosphere, after all the feverish day, that the 
summer eve might be fancied as sprinkling dews and liquid moonlight, with a 
dash of icy temper in them, out of a silver vase.  Here and there, a few drops of 
this freshness were scattered on a human heart, and gave it youth again, and 
sympathy with the eternal youth of nature.  The artist chanced to be one on 
whom the reviving influence fell.  It made him feel--what he sometimes almost 
forgot, thrust so early as he had been into the rude struggle of man with man--
how youthful he still was. 

"It seems to me," he observed, "that I never watched the coming of so 
beautiful an eve, and never felt anything so very much like happiness as at this 
moment.  After all, what a good world we live in! How good, and beautiful! How 
young it is, too, with nothing really rotten or age-worn in it! This old house, for 
example, which sometimes has positively oppressed my breath with its smell of 
decaying timber! And this garden, where the black mould always clings to my 
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aspiring: (adj) aspirant, wishful, 
enterprising, envious, desirous, 
coming; (v) aspire, vaulting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) desperate. 

demagogue: (n) agitator, 
speechmaker, fugleman, reactionist, 
rhetorician, orator, precentor, leader, 
bellwether; (adj) anarchist, brawler. 
ANTONYM: (n) pacifier. 

embellished: (adj) ornamented, 
rhetorical, decorated, fancy, florid, 
tall, rich, embroidered, elaborate,  

baroque; (prep) beautied. 
noontide: (n) noon, midday, high 

noon, summit, top, apex, zenith, 
acme, pinnacle, climax, culmination. 

projecting: (adj) projected, protruding, 
jutting, protrusive, pendent; (adj, v) 
overhanging, jutting over, salient; (v) 
beetling, protuberant, convex. 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting  

recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing. 

roofed: (adj) testudinated, arched. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) roofless, exposed, 
open. 

shrubbery: (n) brush, plantation, flora, 
parterre, shrub, scrub, brushwood, 
hedge, thicket, bushes, area. 

sprinkling: (n) sprinkle, scattering, 
touch, aspersion, smack, spray, bit, 
scatter, watering; (adj, n) spice; (adj) 
drop. 
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spade, as if I were a sexton delving in a graveyard! Could I keep the feeling that 
now possesses me, the garden would every day be virgin soil, with the earth's 
first freshness in the flavor of its beans and squashes; and the house!--it would 
be like a bower in Eden, blossoming with the earliest roses that God ever made.  
Moonlight, and the sentiment in man's heart responsive to it, are the greatest of 
renovators and reformers.  And all other reform and renovation, I suppose, will 
prove to be no better than moonshine!" 

"I have been happier than I am now; at least, much gayer," said Phoebe 
thoughtfully.  "Yet I am sensible of a great charm in this brightening moonlight; 
and I love to watch how the day, tired as it is, lags away reluctantly, and hates to 
be called yesterday so soon.  I never cared much about moonlight before.  What 
is there, I wonder, so beautiful in it, to-night?" 

"And you have never felt it before?" inquired the artist, looking earnestly at 
the girl through the twilight.%

"Never," answered Phoebe; "and life does not look the same, now that I have 
felt it so.  It seems as if I had looked at everything, hitherto, in broad daylight, or 
else in the ruddy light of a cheerful fire, glimmering and dancing through a 
room.  Ah, poor me!" she added, with a half-melancholy laugh.  "I shall never be 
so merry as before I knew Cousin Hepzibah and poor Cousin Clifford.  I have 
grown a great deal older, in this little time. Older, and, I hope, wiser, and,--not 
exactly sadder,--but, certainly, with not half so much lightness in my spirits! I 
have given them my sunshine, and have been glad to give it; but, of course, I 
cannot both give and keep it.  They are welcome, notwithstanding!" 

"You have lost nothing, Phoebe, worth keeping, nor which it was possible to 
keep," said Holgrave after a pause.  "Our first youth is of no value; for we are 
never conscious of it until after it is gone.  But sometimes--always, I suspect, 
unless one is exceedingly unfortunate--there comes a sense of second youth, 
gushing out of the heart's joy at being in love; or, possibly, it may come to crown 
some other grand festival in life, if any other such there be.  This bemoaning of 
one's self (as you do now) over the first, careless, shallow gayety of youth 
departed, and this profound happiness at youth regained,--so much deeper and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beans: (adj) unimportant; (n) money. 
bemoaning: (n) grief; (adj) querulous. 
blossoming: (n) bloom, florescence, 

flowering, anthesis, blossom, 
efflorescence, inflorescence, 
ontogeny, ontogenesis; (adj) budding, 
growing. ANTONYM: (adj) failing. 

bower: (n) arbour, alcove, pergola, 
hermitage, grotto, framing, 
framework, summer house; (v) 
inclose, embower, enclose. 

delving: (n) inquest, probe, quest,  

research, inquiry, investigation. 
freshness: (adj) coolness; (n) 

impertinence, gall, greenness, 
impudence, insolence, newness, 
viridity, originality, crust, crispness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) oldness, clutter, 
humidity, mustiness. 

lightness: (n) brightness, buoyancy, 
frivolity, flightiness, delicacy, 
airiness, agility, levity, light, 
nimbleness, flippancy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) darkness, gravity, weight,  

harshness, seriousness. 
renovation: (n) restoration, renewal, 

recovery, reconstruction, 
refurbishment, improvement, 
alteration, innovation, conversion, 
repair, reform. 

sexton: (n) beadle, verger, almoner, 
Anne sexton, Suisse, gravedigger, 
church officer, caretaker. 

spade: (v) grub, delve, scoop, excavate; 
(n) nigger, coon, nigra, jigaboo, boy, 
black person, spit. 
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richer than that we lost,--are essential to the soul's development.  In some cases, 
the two states come almost simultaneously, and mingle the sadness and the 
rapture in one mysterious emotion." 

"I hardly think I understand you," said Phoebe.%

"No wonder," replied Holgrave, smiling; "for I have told you a secret which I 
hardly began to know before I found myself giving it utterance.  remember it, 
however; and when the truth becomes clear to you, then think of this moonlight 
scene!" 

"It is entirely moonlight now, except only a little flush of faint crimson, 
upward from the west, between those buildings," remarked Phoebe.  "I must go 
in.  Cousin Hepzibah is not quick at figures, and will give herself a headache 
over the day's accounts, unless I help her." 

But Holgrave detained her a little longer. 
"Miss Hepzibah tells me," observed he, "that you return to the country in a 

few days." 
"Yes, but only for a little while," answered Phoebe; "for I look upon this as my 

present home.  I go to make a few arrangements, and to take a more deliberate 
leave of my mother and friends.  It is pleasant to live where one is much desired 
and very useful; and I think I may have the satisfaction of feeling myself so here." 

"You surely may, and more than you imagine," said the artist. "Whatever 
health, comfort, and natural life exists in the house is embodied in your person.  
These blessings came along with you, and will vanish when you leave the 
threshold.  Miss Hepzibah, by secluding herself from society, has lost all true 
relation with it, and is, in fact, dead; although she galvanizes herself into a 
semblance of life, and stands behind her counter, afflicting the world with a 
greatly-to-be-deprecated scowl.  Your poor cousin Clifford is another dead and 
long-buried person, on whom the governor and council have wrought a 
necromantic miracle. I should not wonder if he were to crumble away, some 
morning, after you are gone, and nothing be seen of him more, except a heap of 
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afflicting: (adj) distressing, grievous, 
vexatious. 

blessings: (n) blessing, godsend. 
cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend, 

cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion. 

detained: (adj) seized, locked up, 
jailed, intransitive, tardy, inside, 
caged, captive, behind bars; (n) in 
prison, under arrest. 

embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, 
corporeal, corporal, bodied,  

personified, incorporated, combined, 
tangible, associated, in person. 

moonlight: (adj, n) moonshine; (n) 
moonbeam, moonglade, occupation, 
lunation, lunar month, labor; (n, v) 
work; (v) pilfer, do work; (adj) 
moonshiny. 

necromantic: (adj) mystic, mysterious, 
necromantical. 

semblance: (adj, n) color; (n) 
resemblance, appearance, look, 
aspect, air, image, similarity,  

pretense, guise, pretext. ANTONYM: 
(n) difference. 

upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
descending, downward; (adv) down. 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay. 
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dust.  Miss Hepzibah, at any rate, will lose what little flexibility she has.  They 
both exist by you."%

"I should be very sorry to think so," answered Phoebe gravely. "But it is true 
that my small abilities were precisely what they needed; and I have a real interest 
in their welfare,--an odd kind of motherly sentiment,--which I wish you would 
not laugh at! And let me tell you frankly, Mr. Holgrave, I am sometimes puzzled 
to know whether you wish them well or ill." 

"Undoubtedly," said the daguerreotypist, "I do feel an interest in this 
antiquated, poverty-stricken old maiden lady, and this degraded and shattered 
gentleman,--this abortive lover of the beautiful.  A kindly interest, too, helpless 
old children that they are! But you have no conception what a different kind of 
heart mine is from your own.  It is not my impulse, as regards these two 
individuals, either to help or hinder; but to look on, to analyze, to explain 
matters to myself, and to comprehend the drama which, for almost two hundred 
years, has been dragging its slow length over the ground where you and I now 
tread.  If permitted to witness the close, I doubt not to derive a moral satisfaction 
from it, go matters how they may.  There is a conviction within me that the end 
draws nigh.  But, though Providence sent you hither to help, and sends me only 
as a privileged and meet spectator, I pledge myself to lend these unfortunate 
beings whatever aid I can!" 

"I wish you would speak more plainly," cried Phoebe, perplexed and 
displeased; "and, above all, that you would feel more like a Christian and a 
human being! How is it possible to see people in distress without desiring, more 
than anything else, to help and comfort them? You talk as if this old house were 
a theatre; and you seem to look at Hepzibah's and Clifford's misfortunes, and 
those of generations before them, as a tragedy, such as I have seen acted in the 
hall of a country hotel, only the present one appears to be played exclusively for 
your amusement.  I do not like this.  The play costs the performers too much, and 
the audience is too cold-hearted." 

"You are severe," said Holgrave, compelled to recognize a degree of truth in 
the piquant sketch of his own mood. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abortive: (adj) fruitless, useless, futile, 
unsuccessful, vain, ineffective, 
disastrous, idle, rudimental, 
embryonic, premature. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) successful, complete, 
productive, fruitful, efficient, 
effectual, consummated, effective. 

analyze: (n, v) scrutinize; (v) review, 
assay, consider, study, check, 
canvass, break down, investigate, 
anatomize, analyse. ANTONYMS: (v) 
assemble, overlook, unite, integrate,  

ignore, construct, compound, 
combine, compose, neglect. 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, 
debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, 
dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, 
base. ANTONYM: (adj) good. 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, hind. 
ANTONYMS: (v) help, facilitate, 
assist, prompt, encourage, promote, 
allow, support, accelerate. 

misfortunes: (n) misfortune. 
motherly: (adj) tender, fatherly, warm, 

sisterly, loving, affectionate; (adv) 
maternally; (v) ardent, fond, devoted, 
erotic. ANTONYM: (adj) paternal. 

poverty-stricken: (adj) destitute, 
indigent, needy, miserable, penniless, 
squalid, depressed, bad off, 
impoverished, shabby. 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample. 
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"And then," continued Phoebe, "what can you mean by your conviction, 
which you tell me of, that the end is drawing near? Do you know of any new 
trouble hanging over my poor relatives? If so, tell me at once, and I will not leave 
them!" 

"Forgive me, Phoebe!" said the daguerreotypist, holding out his hand, to 
which the girl was constrained to yield her own."  I am somewhat of a mystic, it 
must be confessed.  The tendency is in my blood, together with the faculty of 
mesmerism, which might have brought me to Gallows Hill, in the good old 
times of witchcraft. Believe me, if I were really aware of any secret, the disclosure 
of which would benefit your friends,--who are my own friends, likewise,--you 
should learn it before we part.  But I have no such knowledge." 

"You hold something back!" said Phoebe.%

"Nothing,--no secrets but my own," answered Holgrave.  "I can perceive, 
indeed, that Judge Pyncheon still keeps his eye on Clifford, in whose ruin he had 
so large a share.  His motives and intentions, however are a mystery to me.  He is 
a determined and relentless man, with the genuine character of an inquisitor; 
and had he any object to gain by putting Clifford to the rack, I verily believe that 
he would wrench his joints from their sockets, in order to accomplish it.  But, so 
wealthy and eminent as he is, --so powerful in his own strength, and in the 
support of society on all sides,--what can Judge Pyncheon have to hope or fear 
from the imbecile, branded, half-torpid Clifford?" 

"Yet," urged Phoebe, "you did speak as if misfortune were impending!" 
"Oh, that was because I am morbid!" replied the artist.  "My mind has a twist 

aside, like almost everybody's mind, except your own. Moreover, it is so strange 
to find myself an inmate of this old Pyncheon House, and sitting in this old 
garden--(hark, how Maule's well is murmuring!)--that, were it only for this one 
circumstance, I cannot help fancying that Destiny is arranging its fifth act for a 
catastrophe." 
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accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, 
realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose. 

branded: (adj) identified, known, 
proprietary, recognized. 

confessed: (adj) known. 
inquisitor: (n) interrogator, examiner; 

(v) investigator, inspector, querist; 
(adj) disciplinarian, bashaw, hard 
master, despot, Draco, vulture. 

mesmerism: (n) animal magnetism, 
exorcism, bewitchery, enchantment, 
pathetism, suggestion, hint, 
influence, magnetism, second sight, 
mysticism. 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: 
(n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, 
success, happiness. 

relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel,  

inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, 
merciless, grim, obdurate, persistent, 
unrelenting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gentle, lenient, merciful, finite, soft, 
sporadic, feeble. 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, in 
reality, genuinely, quitely, actually, 
selfly, truely, identically, exactly; 
(adv, int) in truth. 

wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
distort, contort, force. 
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"There."  cried Phoebe with renewed vexation; for she was by nature as 
hostile to mystery as the sunshine to a dark corner. "You puzzle me more than 
ever!" 

"Then let us part friends!" said Holgrave, pressing her hand.  "Or, if not 
friends, let us part before you entirely hate me.  You, who love everybody else in 
the world!" 

"Good-by, then," said Phoebe frankly.  "I do not mean to be angry a great 
while, and should be sorry to have you think so.   There has Cousin Hepzibah 
been standing in the shadow of the doorway, this quarter of an hour past! She 
thinks I stay too long in the damp garden.  So, good-night, and good-by." 

On the second morning thereafter, Phoebe might have been seen, in her straw 
bonnet, with a shawl on one arm and a little carpet-bag on the other, bidding 
adieu to Hepzibah and Cousin Clifford.  She was to take a seat in the next train 
of cars, which would transport her to within half a dozen miles of her country 
village.%

The tears were in Phoebe's eyes; a smile, dewy with affectionate regret, was 
glimmering around her pleasant mouth.  She wondered how it came to pass, that 
her life of a few weeks, here in this heavy-hearted old mansion, had taken such 
hold of her, and so melted into her associations, as now to seem a more 
important centre-point of remembrance than all which had gone before. How 
had Hepzibah--grim, silent, and irresponsive to her overflow of cordial 
sentiment--contrived to win so much love? And Clifford, --in his abortive decay, 
with the mystery of fearful crime upon him, and the close prison-atmosphere yet 
lurking in his breath, --how had he transformed himself into the simplest child, 
whom Phoebe felt bound to watch over, and be, as it were, the providence of his 
unconsidered hours! Everything, at that instant of farewell, stood out 
prominently to her view.  Look where she would, lay her hand on what she 
might, the object responded to her consciousness, as if a moist human heart were 
in it. 

She peeped from the window into the garden, and felt herself more regretful 
at leaving this spot of black earth, vitiated with such an age-long growth of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adieu: (int, n) farewell; (n) vale, 
valediction, goodbye, leave, cheerio, 
adios, bye, so long, parting; (int) bon 
voyage. ANTONYM: (n) greeting. 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, distant, 
rude, uncordial, unpleasant. 

heavy-hearted: (adj) sad, unhappy,  

melancholy. 
lurking: (n) ambush; (adj) snaky, 

backstair, backstairs, clandestine, 
concealed, dormant, latent, potential, 
skulking, sneaky. 

regretful: (adj) penitent, sorry, 
apologetic, remorseful, nostalgic, 
bad, sad, melancholy, repentant, 
unhappy, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyful, unremorseful, glad, 
satisfied. 

shawl: (n) wrap, mantle, cape, muffler, 

scarf, pall, mantlet Mantua, wrapper, 
kerchief, headscarf, stole. 

unconsidered: (adj) inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, unadvised, 
inconsequential, hasty, rash, reckless, 
trifling, inconsiderable, unwise, 
indiscriminate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prudent, deliberate. 

vitiated: (adj, v) tainted; (adj) corrupt, 
diminished, depraved, perverted, 
corrupted, lessened, profligate, 
adulterate, faded; (v) morbid. 
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weeds, than joyful at the idea of again scenting her pine forests and fresh clover-
fields.  She called Chanticleer, his two wives, and the venerable chicken, and 
threw them some crumbs of bread from the breakfast-table.  These being hastily 
gobbled up, the chicken spread its wings, and alighted close by Phoebe on the 
window-sill, where it looked gravely into her face and vented its emotions in a 
croak.  Phoebe bade it be a good old chicken during her absence, and promised 
to bring it a little bag of buckwheat.%

"Ah, Phoebe!" remarked Hepzibah, "you do not smile so naturally as when 
you came to us! Then, the smile chose to shine out; now, you choose it should.  It 
is well that you are going back, for a little while, into your native air.  There has 
been too much weight on your spirits.  The house is too gloomy and lonesome; 
the shop is full of vexations; and as for me, I have no faculty of making things 
look brighter than they are.  Dear Clifford has been your only comfort!" 

"Come hither, Phoebe," suddenly cried her cousin Clifford, who had said 
very little all the morning.  "Close!--closer!--and look me in the face!" 

Phoebe put one of her small hands on each elbow of his chair, and leaned her 
face towards him, so that he might peruse it as carefully as he would.  It is 
probable that the latent emotions of this parting hour had revived, in some 
degree, his bedimmed and enfeebled faculties. At any rate, Phoebe soon felt 
that, if not the profound insight of a seer, yet a more than feminine delicacy of 
appreciation, was making her heart the subject of its regard.  A moment before, 
she had known nothing which she would have sought to hide.  Now, as if some 
secret were hinted to her own consciousness through the medium of another's 
perception, she was fain to let her eyelids droop beneath Clifford's gaze.  A 
blush, too,--the redder, because she strove hard to keep it down,--ascended 
bigger and higher, in a tide of fitful progress, until even her brow was all 
suffused with it. 

"It is enough, Phoebe," said Clifford, with a melancholy smile.  "When I first 
saw you, you were the prettiest little maiden in the world; and now you have 
deepened into beauty.  Girlhood has passed into womanhood; the bud is a 
bloom! Go, now--I feel lonelier than I did." 
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bedimmed: (adj) dingy. 
blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 

crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness. 

faculties: (n) mother wit. 
fitful: (adj) erratic, fickle, changeable, 

spasmodic, uncertain, intermittent, 
irregular, variable, sporadic, 
desultory, flickering. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) regular, unbroken. 

forests: (n) country. 
hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 

explicit, implicit, coded, oblique. 
parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 

departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion. 

revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
animated, revitalized, alive, 
invigorated, new. 

seer: (n) prophet, augur, diviner, 
oracle, forecaster, visionary, 
clairvoyant, illusionist, conjuror, 
idealist, predictor. 

strove: (v) strive. 
suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 

full. 
womanhood: (n) muliebrity, 

femininity, adulthood, maturity, 
manhood, womankind, wifehood, 
softness, social class, majority, adult 
female. 
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Phoebe took leave of the desolate couple, and passed through the shop, 
twinkling her eyelids to shake off a dew-drop; for--considering how brief her 
absence was to be, and therefore the folly of being cast down about it--she would 
not so far acknowledge her tears as to dry them with her handkerchief.  On the 
doorstep, she met the little urchin whose marvellous feats of gastronomy have 
been recorded in the earlier pages of our narrative.  She took from the window 
some specimen or other of natural history,--her eyes being too dim with 
moisture to inform her accurately whether it was a rabbit or a hippopotamus,--
put it into the child's hand as a parting gift, and went her way.  Old Uncle 
Venner was just coming out of his door, with a wood-horse and saw on his 
shoulder; and, trudging along the street, he scrupled not to keep company with 
Phoebe, so far as their paths lay together; nor, in spite of his patched coat and 
rusty beaver, and the curious fashion of his tow-cloth trousers, could she find it 
in her heart to outwalk him.%

"We shall miss you, next Sabbath afternoon," observed the street 
philosopher."  It is unaccountable how little while it takes some folks to grow just 
as natural to a man as his own breath; and, begging your pardon, Miss Phoebe 
(though there can be no offence in an old man's saying it), that's just what you've 
grown to me! My years have been a great many, and your life is but just 
beginning; and yet, you are somehow as familiar to me as if I had found you at 
my mother's door, and you had blossomed, like a running vine, all along my 
pathway since.  Come back soon, or I shall be gone to my farm; for I begin to find 
these wood-sawing jobs a little too tough for my back-ache." 

"Very soon, Uncle Venner," replied Phoebe. 
"And let it be all the sooner, Phoebe, for the sake of those poor souls yonder," 

continued her companion.  "They can never do without you, now,--never, 
Phoebe; never--no more than if one of God's angels had been living with them, 
and making their dismal house pleasant and comfortable! Don't it seem to you 
they'd be in a sad case, if, some pleasant summer morning like this, the angel 
should spread his wings, and fly to the place he came from? Well, just so they 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beaver: (n) whiskers, opera hat, 
topper, top hat, stovepipe, alpha 
geminorum, silk hat, high hat, eager 
beaver, dress hat; (adj) irrepressible. 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, 
suppliant, vagabond. 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, melancholy, 
black, dim, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

bright, happy, lively, uplifting, 
sunny, pleasant, light, cheery, strong, 
soulful, wonderful. 

doorstep: (n) threshold, sill, brink, 
door, curbside. 

gastronomy: (n) cooking, cuisine, 
food, culinary art, batterie de cuisine.

handkerchief: (n) hankie, kerchief, 
bandanna, cravat, hanky, wipe, 
bandana, collar, shawl; (n, v) napkin; 
(v) sudary. 

moisture: (n) damp, dampness, wet,  

humid, moist, moistness, vapor, 
moisture content, moisten, dank, 
dampen. 

paths: (n) path. 
rusty: (adj) ancient, out of practice, 

intractable, old, corroded, deaf to 
reason, exceptious, cantankerous; (v) 
moldy, raw, mildewed. 

vine: (n) grapevine, grape, creeper, 
vignette, vignoble, potato, gourd, 
groundnut, haoma, horsebrier, hoya. 

wings: (n) insignia, agency. 
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feel, now that you're going home by the railroad! They can't bear it, Miss Phoebe; 
so be sure to come back!" 

"I am no angel, Uncle Venner," said Phoebe, smiling, as she offered him her 
hand at the street-corner.  "But, I suppose, people never feel so much like angels 
as when they are doing what little good they may.  So I shall certainly come 
back!" 

Thus parted the old man and the rosy girl; and Phoebe took the wings of the 
morning, and was soon flitting almost as rapidly away as if endowed with the 
aerial locomotion of the angels to whom Uncle Venner had so graciously 
compared her.%
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aerial: (adj) airy, unreal, ethereal, aery, 
pneumatic, insubstantial, 
unsubstantial, aeriform, fanciful, 
overhead, airlike. ANTONYM: (adj) 
grounded. 

angel: (n, v) sponsor, support; (n) 
backer, cherub, messenger, patron, 
benefactor, saint; (adj) Dulcinea, 
goddess; (adj, n) darling. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fiend, devil, jerk, 
demon. 

graciously: (adv) gracefully, mildly,  

politely, courteously, benevolently, 
benignantly, civilly, sympathetically, 
mercifully, leniently, suavely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bitterly, coarsely, 
poorly, ungraciously, harshly. 

locomotion: (n) movement, travel, 
motion, creeping, motive power, 
mobility, travelling, robot mobility, 
motivity; (v) clip, progress. 

offered: (adj) presented, accessible, 
existing, obtainable, available, ready, 
on hand, to be had, unsolicited. 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable. 

railroad: (n) railway, railway system, 
tram road, tramway, rails, doctrine; 
(v) dragoon, push, coerce, bully, 
dispatch. 

smiling: (adv) smilingly; (adj) bright, 
cheerful, jolly, joyful, of good cheer, 
twinkly, fair, sunny; (n) grinning, 
grin. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, gloomy. 
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CHAPTER  XV   

 
THE  SC OWL  AND  SMI LE  

 
 

SEVERAL days passed over the Seven Gables, heavily and drearily enough.  
In fact (not to attribute the whole gloom of sky and earth to the one inauspicious 
circumstance of Phoebe's departure), an easterly storm had set in, and 
indefatigably apply itself to the task of making the black roof and walls of the 
old house look more cheerless than ever before.  Yet was the outside not half so 
cheerless as the interior.  Poor Clifford was cut off, at once, from all his scanty 
resources of enjoyment.  Phoebe was not there; nor did the sunshine fall upon the 
floor.  The garden, with its muddy walks, and the chill, dripping foliage of its 
summer-house, was an image to be shuddered at.  Nothing flourished in the 
cold, moist, pitiless atmosphere, drifting with the brackish scud of sea-breezes, 
except the moss along the joints of the shingle-roof, and the great bunch of 
weeds, that had lately been suffering from drought, in the angle between the two 
front gables.%

As for Hepzibah, she seemed not merely possessed with the east wind, but to 
be, in her very person, only another phase of this gray and sullen spell of 
weather; the east wind itself, grim and disconsolate, in a rusty black silk gown, 
and with a turban of cloud-wreaths on its head.  The custom of the shop fell off, 
because a story got abroad that she soured her small beer and other damageable 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, 
crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, 
consolable, enthusiastic. 

dripping: (adj) wet, damp, drenched, 
sodden, soaked, soggy; (adj, adv) 
sopping, soaking; (adj, v) reeking; (n) 
dribble, a drop. ANTONYM: (adj) 
lacking. 

easterly: (n) Easter, levanter; (adj)  

eastern; (adv) eastwards. 
indefatigably: (adv) persistently, 

remorselessly, inexorably, 
assiduously, insistently, mercilessly, 
pitilessly, inexhaustibly, 
determinedly, unrelentingly, 
unremittingly. 

moss: (n) lichen, marsh, bog, morass, 
marish, fen, bryophyte, quagmire, 
swamp, Bryace; (adj) byssus. 

scud: (v) race, scoot, rush, rack, dash, 
run, navigate, flash, flit; (n) scudding, 

shower. 
silk: (adj) silky, down, silken, velure, 

velvet; (n) silks, satin, cloth, animal 
fiber, fabric, dental floss. 

soured: (adj) rancid, sore, 
disenchanted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unsoured. 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; (n) 
cheeriness. 
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commodities, by scowling on them.  It is, perhaps, true that the public had 
something reasonably to complain of in her deportment; but towards Clifford 
she was neither ill-tempered nor unkind, nor felt less warmth of heart than 
always, had it been possible to make it reach him.  The inutility of her best 
efforts, however, palsied the poor old gentlewoman.   She could do little else 
than sit silently in a corner of the room, when the wet pear-tree branches, 
sweeping across the small windows, created a noon-day dusk, which Hepzibah 
unconsciously darkened with her woe-begone aspect.  It was no fault of 
Hepzibah's.  Everything--even the old chairs and tables, that had known what 
weather was for three or four such lifetimes as her own--looked as damp and 
chill as if the present were their worst experience.  The picture of the Puritan 
Colonel shivered on the wall.  The house itself shivered, from every attic of its 
seven gables down to the great kitchen fireplace, which served all the better as an 
emblem of the mansion's heart, because, though built for warmth, it was now so 
comfortless and empty.%

Hepzibah attempted to enliven matters by a fire in the parlor.  But the storm 
demon kept watch above, and, whenever a flame was kindled, drove the smoke 
back again, choking the chimney's sooty throat with its own breath.  
Nevertheless, during four days of this miserable storm, Clifford wrapt himself in 
an old cloak, and occupied his customary chair.  On the morning of the fifth, 
when summoned to breakfast, he responded only by a broken-hearted murmur, 
expressive of a determination not to leave his bed.  His sister made no attempt to 
change his purpose.  In fact, entirely as she loved him, Hepzibah could hardly 
have borne any longer the wretched duty--so impracticable by her few and rigid 
faculties --of seeking pastime for a still sensitive, but ruined mind, critical and 
fastidious, without force or volition.  It was at least something short of positive 
despair, that to-day she might sit shivering alone, and not suffer continually a 
new grief, and unreasonable pang of remorse, at every fitful sigh of her fellow 
sufferer. 

But Clifford, it seemed, though he did not make his appearance below stairs, 
had, after all, bestirred himself in quest of amusement.  In the course of the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

choking: (n) strangulation, throttling, 
slugging, asphyxiation; (adj) 
suffocative, suffocating, smothering, 
breathless, clogging, bitter, blinding. 

comfortless: (adj) dreary, desolate, 
bleak, uncomfortable, inconsolable, 
gloomy, lonely; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
forlorn; (v) joyless, sick at heart. 

inutility: (n) uselessness, 
impracticableness, impracticability, 
quality, inability, unusefulness, 
impracticality, disadvantage.  

ANTONYM: (n) utility. 
palsied: (adj) paralyzed, disabled, 

motionless, unsteady, weak, 
comatose, unconscious; (v) paralyse, 
paralyze, withered. 

pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 
twinge, affliction, sting, stab, distress, 
ailment, cramp. 

pastime: (n) game, avocation, 
entertainment, recreation, hobby, 
distraction, interest, fun, pursuit, 
amusement, sideline. 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness. 

sooty: (adj) black, dark, dusky, smoky, 
pitchy, fuliginous, grimy, dingy, 
murky; (v) smutty; (adj, v) dusty. 

volition: (n, v) will, testament; (n) 
choice, option, selection, 
determination, conation, preference, 
velleity, free will; (v) purpose. 
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forenoon, Hepzibah heard a note of music, which (there being no other tuneful 
contrivance in the House of the Seven Gables) she knew must proceed from 
Alice Pyncheon's harpsichord.  She was aware that Clifford, in his youth, had 
possessed a cultivated taste for music, and a considerable degree of skill in its 
practice.  It was difficult, however, to conceive of his retaining an 
accomplishment to which daily exercise is so essential, in the measure indicated 
by the sweet, airy, and delicate, though most melancholy strain, that now stole 
upon her ear.  Nor was it less marvellous that the long-silent instrument should 
be capable of so much melody. Hepzibah involuntarily thought of the ghostly 
harmonies, prelusive of death in the family, which were attributed to the 
legendary Alice.  But it was, perhaps, proof of the agency of other than spiritual 
fingers, that, after a few touches, the chords seemed to snap asunder with their 
own vibrations, and the music ceased.%

But a harsher sound succeeded to the mysterious notes; nor was the easterly 
day fated to pass without an event sufficient in itself to poison, for Hepzibah and 
Clifford, the balmiest air that ever brought the humming-birds along with it.  The 
final echoes of Alice Pyncheon's performance (or Clifford's, if his we must 
consider it) were driven away by no less vulgar a dissonance than the ringing of 
the shop-bell.  A foot was heard scraping itself on the threshold, and thence 
somewhat ponderously stepping on the floor.  Hepzibah delayed a moment, 
while muffling herself in a faded shawl, which had been her defensive armor in a 
forty years' warfare against the east wind.  A characteristic sound, however,--
neither a cough nor a hem, but a kind of rumbling and reverberating spasm in 
somebody's capacious depth of chest; --impelled her to hurry forward, with that 
aspect of fierce faint-heartedness so common to women in cases of perilous 
emergency.  Few of her sex, on such occasions, have ever looked so terrible as 
our poor scowling Hepzibah.  But the visitor quietly closed the shop-door behind 
him, stood up his umbrella against the counter, and turned a visage of composed 
benignity, to meet the alarm and anger which his appearance had excited. 
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armor: (n, v) armour, mask; (n) 
armature, defense, security, guard, 
protection, safeguard, crust, shell, 
skin. 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, 
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far 
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) 
together. 

capacious: (adj) large, big, ample, 
roomy, broad, extensive, vast, 
commodious, voluminous, wide,  

expansive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
confined, squeezed, tiny. 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, resource, 
plan, contraption, machine, 
apparatus. 

dissonance: (n) discord, disharmony, 
discrepancy, discordance, cacophony, 
disaccord, disagreement, dissidence, 
dissension, dissonancy, 
inconsonance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
concord, agreement, concordance. 

fated: (adj) inevitable, destined, 
certain, predestined, damned, 
unavoidable, predestinate, cursed, 
intended, forthcoming, sure. 

prelusive: (adj) preparatory, 
preludious, prelusory. 

stepping: (n) steps. 
tuneful: (adj) musical, melodious, 

harmonious, melodic, sweet, tunable, 
euphonious, dulcet, sonorous; (n) 
lyric, lyrical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tuneless, harsh. 
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Hepzibah's presentiment had not deceived her.  It was no other than Judge 
Pyncheon, who, after in vain trying the front door, had now effected his entrance 
into the shop.%

"How do you do, Cousin Hepzibah?--and how does this most inclement 
weather affect our poor Clifford?" began the Judge; and wonderful it seemed, 
indeed, that the easterly storm was not put to shame, or, at any rate, a little 
mollified, by the genial benevolence of his smile.  "I could not rest without calling 
to ask, once more, whether I can in any manner promote his comfort, or your 
own." 

"You can do nothing," said Hepzibah, controlling her agitation as well as she 
could."  I devote myself to Clifford.  He has every comfort which his situation 
admits of." 

"But allow me to suggest, dear cousin," rejoined the Judge," you err,--in all 
affection and kindness, no doubt, and with the very best intentions,--but you do 
err, nevertheless, in keeping your brother so secluded.  Why insulate him thus 
from all sympathy and kindness? Clifford, alas! has had too much of solitude.  
Now let him try society,--the society, that is to say, of kindred and old friends.  
Let me, for instance, but see Clifford, and I will answer for the good effect of the 
interview." 

"You cannot see him," answered Hepzibah.  "Clifford has kept his bed since 
yesterday." 

"What! How! Is he ill?" exclaimed Judge Pyncheon, starting with what 
seemed to be angry alarm; for the very frown of the old Puritan darkened 
through the room as he spoke.  "Nay, then, I must and will see him! What if he 
should die?" 

"He is in no danger of death," said Hepzibah,--and added, with bitterness that 
she could repress no longer, "none; unless he shall be persecuted to death, now, 
by the same man who long ago attempted it!" 

"Cousin Hepzibah," said the Judge, with an impressive earnestness of 
manner, which grew even to tearful pathos as he proceeded, "is it possible that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

agitation: (n) disturbance, excitement, 
tumult, stirring, convulsion, stir, 
commotion, emotion, unrest, shake, 
turmoil. ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, 
calm, equanimity, rest, peace, 
deterrent. 

attempted: (adj) unsuccessful. 
darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 

old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast. 

effected: (adj) completed, complete, 
finished, fulfilled, done, realized,  

conventional, constituted, 
established. 

grew: (v) become, develop; (adj) 
grown. 

insulate: (v) isolate, dissociate, 
sequester, disconnect, cushion, 
intercept, maroon, protect, 
quarantine, sequestrate, separate. 
ANTONYM: (v) expose. 

presentiment: (n) premonition, hunch, 
apprehension, feeling, foreboding, 
anticipation, intuition, boding,  

suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) omen. 
repress: (v) inhibit, crush, quash, 

control, suppress, put down, bridle, 
keep down, subdue, restrain, reduce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) declare, liberate, 
incite. 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness. 
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you do not perceive how unjust, how unkind, how unchristian, is this constant, 
this long-continued bitterness against me, for a part which I was constrained by 
duty and conscience, by the force of law, and at my own peril, to act? What did I 
do, in detriment to Clifford, which it was possible to leave undone? How could 
you, his sister,--if, for your never-ending sorrow, as it has been for mine, you had 
known what I did,--have, shown greater tenderness? And do you think, cousin, 
that it has cost me no pang? --that it has left no anguish in my bosom, from that 
day to this, amidst all the prosperity with which Heaven has blessed me?--or that 
I do not now rejoice, when it is deemed consistent with the dues of public justice 
and the welfare of society that this dear kinsman, this early friend, this nature so 
delicately and beautifully constituted,--so unfortunate, let us pronounce him, 
and forbear to say, so guilty,--that our own Clifford, in fine, should be given back 
to life, and its possibilities of enjoyment? Ah, you little know me, Cousin 
Hepzibah! You little know this heart! It now throbs at the thought of meeting 
him! There lives not the human being (except yourself,--and you not more than I) 
who has shed so many tears for Clifford's calamity.  You behold some of them 
now.  There is none who would so delight to promote his happiness! Try me, 
Hepzibah! --try me, cousin! --try the man whom you have treated as your enemy 
and Clifford's! --try Jaffrey Pyncheon, and you shall find him true, to the heart's 
core!"%

"In the name of Heaven," cried Hepzibah, provoked only to intenser 
indignation by this outgush of the inestimable tenderness of a stern nature,--"in 
God's name, whom you insult, and whose power I could almost question, since 
he hears you utter so many false words without palsying your tongue,--give 
over, I beseech you, this loathsome pretence of affection for your victim! You 
hate him! Say so, like a man! You cherish, at this moment, some black purpose 
against him in your heart! Speak it out, at once!--or, if you hope so to promote it 
better, hide it till you can triumph in its success! But never speak again of your 
love for my poor brother.  I cannot bear it! It will drive me beyond a woman's 
decency! It will drive me mad! Forbear.  Not another word! It will make me 
spurn you!" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, 
offer, grant, reject. 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; 
(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority.

hears: (v) hear. 
inestimable: (adj) incalculable, 

immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
priceless, incomputable, valuable,  

precious, untold, costly, beyond 
measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, slight, minor, limited. 

loathsome: (adj) foul, hideous, 
distasteful, disgusting, hateful, 
abominable, revolting, execrable, 
loathly, nauseous, horrible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, nice, 
noble, inoffensive, pleasant, 
admirable, good, attractive. 

never-ending: (adj) endless, infinite, 
limitless, vast, unending, unbounded, 

everlasting, eternal, perennial, 
immeasurable, spaceless. 

possibilities: (n) potential, field. 
spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 

disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
respect. 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, behindhand, 
decayed; (adj, v) doomed; (v) 
accursed, to be pitied, devoted. 
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For once, Hepzibah's wrath had given her courage.  She had spoken. But, 
after all, was this unconquerable distrust of Judge Pyncheon's integrity, and this 
utter denial, apparently, of his claim to stand in the ring of human sympathies,--
were they founded in any just perception of his character, or merely the offspring 
of a woman's unreasonable prejudice, deduced from nothing? 

The Judge, beyond all question, was a man of eminent respectability. The 
church acknowledged it; the state acknowledged it.  It was denied by nobody.  In 
all the very extensive sphere of those who knew him, whether in his public or 
private capacities, there was not an individual--except Hepzibah, and some 
lawless mystic, like the daguerreotypist, and, possibly, a few political opponents-
-who would have dreamed of seriously disputing his claim to a high and 
honorable place in the world's regard.  Nor (we must do him the further justice 
to say) did Judge Pyncheon himself, probably, entertain many or very frequent 
doubts, that his enviable reputation accorded with his deserts.  His conscience, 
therefore, usually considered the surest witness to a man's integrity,--his 
conscience, unless it might be for the little space of five minutes in the twenty-
four hours, or, now and then, some black day in the whole year's circle,--his 
conscience bore an accordant testimony with the world's laudatory voice.  And 
yet, strong as this evidence may seem to be, we should hesitate to peril our own 
conscience on the assertion, that the Judge and the consenting world were right, 
and that poor Hepzibah with her solitary prejudice was wrong.  Hidden from 
mankind, --forgotten by himself, or buried so deeply under a sculptured and 
ornamented pile of ostentatious deeds that his daily life could take no note of it,-
-there may have lurked some evil and unsightly thing.  Nay, we could almost 
venture to say, further, that a daily guilt might have been acted by him, 
continually renewed, and reddening forth afresh, like the miraculous blood-stain 
of a murder, without his necessarily and at every moment being aware of it.%

Men of strong minds, great force of character, and a hard texture of the 
sensibilities, are very capable of falling into mistakes of this kind.  They are 
ordinarily men to whom forms are of paramount importance.  Their field of 
action lies among the external phenomena of life.  They possess vast ability in 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

consenting: (adj) agreeable, yielding, 
submissive, consentant, compliant, 
affirmative, accepting; (v) complying, 
chosen. 

disputing: (adj) opposed; (v) 
disputant. 

honorable: (adj) good, estimable, 
exalted, respectable, fair, decent, 
reputable, ethical, honor; (adj, v) 
great, noble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameful, disgraceful, corrupt, 
degenerate, immoral, humiliating,  

dishonest, unethical, decadent, bad, 
deceitful. 

laudatory: (adj, v) commendatory; (adj) 
encomiastic, eulogistic, laudative, 
panegyrical, glowing, eulogistical, 
admiring; (v) benedictory, lavish of 
praise, uncritical. ANTONYM: (adj) 
damning. 

ornamented: (adj) embellished, 
beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, 
adorned, bedecked, decked, 
festooned, feathered, florid. 

sculptured: (adj) sculpted, graven, 
modeled, engraved, carved, incised, 
in refief, etched, anaglyptic, shapely, 
carven. 

unconquerable: (adj) insurmountable, 
impregnable, insuperable, irresistible, 
unbeatable, proof against, resistless, 
indomitable, unquenchable, 
impassable, inextinguishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conquerable, 
feeble. 
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grasping, %and arranging, and appropriating to themselves, the big, heavy, solid 
unrealities, such as gold, landed estate, offices of trust and emolument, and 
public honors.  With these materials, and with deeds of goodly aspect, done in 
the public eye, an individual of this class builds up, as it were, a tall and stately 
edifice, which, in the view of other people, and ultimately in his own view, is no 
other than the man's character, or the man himself.  Behold, therefore, a palace! 
Its splendid halls and suites of spacious apartments are floored with a mosaic-
work of costly marbles; its windows, the whole height of each room, admit the 
sunshine through the most transparent of plate-glass; its high cornices are gilded, 
and its ceilings gorgeously painted; and a lofty dome--through which, from the 
central pavement, you may gaze up to the sky, as with no obstructing medium 
between--surmounts the whole.  With what fairer and nobler emblem could any 
man desire to shadow forth his character? Ah! but in some low and obscure 
nook, --some narrow closet on the ground-floor, shut, locked and bolted, and the 
key flung away,--or beneath the marble pavement, in a stagnant water-puddle, 
with the richest pattern of mosaic-work above,--may lie a corpse, half decayed, 
and still decaying, and diffusing its death-scent all through the palace! The 
inhabitant will not be conscious of it, for it has long been his daily breath! 
Neither will the visitors, for they smell only the rich odors which the master 
sedulously scatters through the palace, and the incense which they bring, and 
delight to burn before him! Now and then, perchance, comes in a seer, before 
whose sadly gifted eye the whole structure melts into thin air, leaving only the 
hidden nook, the bolted closet, with the cobwebs festooned over its forgotten 
door, or the deadly hole under the pavement, and the decaying corpse within.  
Here, then, we are to seek the true emblem of the man's character, and of the 
deed that gives whatever reality it possesses to his life.  And, beneath the show 
of a marble palace, that pool of stagnant water, foul with many impurities, and, 
perhaps, tinged with blood,--that secret abomination, above which, possibly, he 
may say his prayers, without remembering it,--is this man's miserable soul! 

To apply this train of remark somewhat more closely to Judge Pyncheon.  We 
might say (without in the least imputing crime to a personage of his eminent 
respectability) that there was enough of splendid rubbish in his life to cover up 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abomination: (n) abhorrence, 
revulsion, atrocity, hatred, 
detestation, execration, hate, 
loathing, repugnance, outrage, 
aversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adoration, affection, appreciation, 
approval, benefit, delight, esteem, 
gratification, joy, kindness, blessing. 

floored: (adj) floors, flooring, 
dumbfounded, bewildered. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ceilinged. 

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly,  

strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable. 

gorgeously: (adv) splendidly, 
magnificently, grandly, stunningly, 
sumptuously, wonderfully, superbly, 
exquisitely, resplendently, 
attractively, delightfully. 
ANTONYM: (adv) horribly. 

impurities: (n) dross, bastard, scum, 
cinder. 

perchance: (adv) maybe, possibly, by  

chance, peradventure, accidentally, 
incidentally, mayhap, chance, 
haphazard, probably, haply. 

sedulously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, studiously, earnestly, 
attentively, intently, painstakingly, 
perseveringly, laboriously, fixedly, 
eagerly. 

tinged: (adj) plausible, bright, painted, 
fey, touched, specious, colorful, 
stained, tined, dyed, tinct. 

visitors: (n) visitation. 
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and %paralyze a more active and subtile conscience than the Judge was ever 
troubled with.  The purity of his judicial character, while on the bench; the 
faithfulness of his public service in subsequent capacities; his devotedness to his 
party, and the rigid consistency with which he had adhered to its principles, or, 
at all events, kept pace with its organized movements; his remarkable zeal as 
president of a Bible society; his unimpeachable integrity as treasurer of a 
widow's and orphan's fund; his benefits to horticulture, by producing two much 
esteemed varieties of the pear and to agriculture, through the agency of the 
famous Pyncheon bull; the cleanliness of his moral deportment, for a great many 
years past; the severity with which he had frowned upon, and finally cast off, an 
expensive and dissipated son, delaying forgiveness until within the final quarter 
of an hour of the young man's life; his prayers at morning and eventide, and 
graces at meal-time; his efforts in furtherance of the temperance cause; his 
confining himself, since the last attack of the gout, to five diurnal glasses of old 
sherry wine; the snowy whiteness of his linen, the polish of his boots, the 
handsomeness of his gold-headed cane, the square and roomy fashion of his 
coat, and the fineness of its material, and, in general, the studied propriety of his 
dress and equipment; the scrupulousness with which he paid public notice, in 
the street, by a bow, a lifting of the hat, a nod, or a motion of the hand, to all and 
sundry of his acquaintances, rich or poor; the smile of broad benevolence 
wherewith he made it a point to gladden the whole world,--what room could 
possibly be found for darker traits in a portrait made up of lineaments like 
these? This proper face was what he beheld in the looking-glass.  This admirably 
arranged life was what he was conscious of in the progress of every day.  Then 
might not he claim to be its result and sum, and say to himself and the 
community, "Behold Judge Pyncheon there"? 

And allowing that, many, many years ago, in his early and reckless youth, he 
had committed some one wrong act,--or that, even now, the inevitable force of 
circumstances should occasionally make him do one questionable deed among a 
thousand praiseworthy, or, at least, blameless ones,--would you characterize the 
Judge by that one necessary deed, and that half-forgotten act, and let it 
overshadow the fair aspect of a lifetime? What is there so ponderous in evil, that 
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faithfulness: (n) devotion, constancy, 
allegiance, truth, accuracy, loyalty, 
dedication, faith, exactness, 
adherence; (adj, n) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, inaccuracy, 
dishonesty, disobedience, 
wickedness, indifference. 

fineness: (n) refinement, elegance, 
daintiness, thinness, choiceness, 
beauty, superiority, subtlety, 
slimness, slenderness, narrowness.  

ANTONYMS: (n) stoutness, 
thickness, vulgarity, inaccuracy, 
coarseness, width. 

gout: (n) taste, relish, arthritis, go-out; 
(v) cephalalgia, earache, otalgia, 
odontalgia, neuralgia, lumbago, 
sciatica. 

handsomeness: (n) good looks, 
fineness, prettiness, bonniness, 
grandeur, gayety. 

horticulture: (n) gardening, 
floriculture, agriculture, husbandry,  

arboriculture, landscaping, 
gardenship, fruit growing, flower 
gardening, floricultural, farming. 

lineaments: (v) exposition, tract, 
length, expanse, area, extent; (n) face. 

unimpeachable: (adj) unexceptionable, 
irreproachable, blameless, 
unquestionable, flawless, impeccable, 
perfect, spotless, inculpable; (n) 
creditable, estimable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) corrupt. 

 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 225

a thumb's bigness of it should outweigh the mass of things not evil which were 
heaped into the other scale! This scale and balance system is a favorite one with 
people of Judge Pyncheon's brotherhood. A hard, cold man, thus unfortunately 
situated, seldom or never looking inward, and resolutely taking his idea of 
himself from what purports to be his image as reflected in the mirror of public 
opinion, can scarcely arrive at true self-knowledge, except through loss of 
property and reputation.  Sickness will not always help him do it; not always the 
death-hour! 

But our affair now is with Judge Pyncheon as he stood confronting the fierce 
outbreak of Hepzibah's wrath.  Without premeditation, to her own surprise, and 
indeed terror, she had given vent, for once, to the inveteracy of her resentment, 
cherished against this kinsman for thirty years.%

Thus far the Judge's countenance had expressed mild forbearance, --grave 
and almost gentle deprecation of his cousin's unbecoming violence,--free and 
Christian-like forgiveness of the wrong inflicted by her words.  But when those 
words were irrevocably spoken, his look assumed sternness, the sense of power, 
and immitigable resolve; and this with so natural and imperceptible a change, 
that it seemed as if the iron man had stood there from the first, and the meek 
man not at all.  The effect was as when the light, vapory clouds, with their soft 
coloring, suddenly vanish from the stony brow of a precipitous mountain, and 
leave there the frown which you at once feel to be eternal.  Hepzibah almost 
adopted the insane belief that it was her old Puritan ancestor, and not the 
modern Judge, on whom she had just been wreaking the bitterness of her heart.  
Never did a man show stronger proof of the lineage attributed to him than Judge 
Pyncheon, at this crisis, by his unmistakable resemblance to the picture in the 
inner room. 

"Cousin Hepzibah," said he very calmly, "it is time to have done with this." 
"With all my heart!" answered she.  "Then, why do you persecute us any 

longer? Leave poor Clifford and me in peace.  Neither of us desires anything 
better!" 
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deprecation: (n) defamation, 
condemnation, disparagement, 
denigration, calumny, aspersion, 
censure, disfavour, denunciation, 
blame, criticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
approval, commendation. 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance. 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, 
gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 
strong. 

persecute: (v) molest, chase, badger, 
harry, follow, plague, bait, afflict, 
beset; (adj, v) oppress; (adj) aggrieve. 

ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, support. 
precipitous: (adj) abrupt, sharp, 

precipitate, perpendicular, sheer, 
headlong, hasty, sudden, precipitant; 
(adj, v) steep, high. ANTONYM: (adj) 
flat. 

premeditation: (n) predetermination, 
predestination, provision, 
preparation, purpose, aforethought, 
predeliberation, forecast, 
preordination, foresight, planning. 

vapory: (adj) ethereal, foggy. 
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"It is my purpose to see Clifford before I leave this house," continued the 
Judge.  "Do not act like a madwoman, Hepzibah! I am his only friend, and an all-
powerful one.  Has it never occurred to you,--are you so blind as not to have 
seen,--that, without not merely my consent, but my efforts, my representations, 
the exertion of my whole influence, political, official, personal, Clifford would 
never have been what you call free? Did you think his release a triumph over 
me? Not so, my good cousin; not so, by any means! The furthest possible from 
that! No; but it was the accomplishment of a purpose long entertained on my 
part.  I set him free!"%

"You!" answered Hepzibah.  "I never will believe it! He owed his dungeon to 
you; his freedom to God's providence!" 

"I set him free!" reaffirmed Judge Pyncheon, with the calmest composure.  
"And I came hither now to decide whether he shall retain his freedom.  It will 
depend upon himself.  For this purpose, I must see him." 

"Never!--it would drive him mad!" exclaimed Hepzibah, but with an 
irresoluteness sufficiently perceptible to the keen eye of the Judge; for, without 
the slightest faith in his good intentions, she knew not whether there was most to 
dread in yielding or resistance. "And why should you wish to see this wretched, 
broken man, who retains hardly a fraction of his intellect, and will hide even that 
from an eye which has no love in it?" 

"He shall see love enough in mine, if that be all!" said the Judge, with well-
grounded confidence in the benignity of his aspect. "But, Cousin Hepzibah, you 
confess a great deal, and very much to the purpose.  Now, listen, and I will 
frankly explain my reasons for insisting on this interview.  At the death, thirty 
years since, of our uncle Jaffrey, it was found,--I know not whether the 
circumstance ever attracted much of your attention, among the sadder interests 
that clustered round that event,--but it was found that his visible estate, of every 
kind, fell far short of any estimate ever made of it.  He was supposed to be 
immensely rich.  Nobody doubted that he stood among the weightiest men of his 
day.  It was one of his eccentricities, however,--and not altogether a folly, 
neither,--to conceal the amount of his property by making distant and foreign 
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all-powerful: (adj) almighty, 
omnipotent, autocratic, predominant, 
powerful, divine, formidable. 

composure: (n) calmness, serenity, 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, 
temperament, disposition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
discomposure, anger, nervousness, 
perturbation, anxiety, agitation, 
turbulence, awkwardness. 

exertion: (n) application, exercise,  

endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
inertia, relaxation, laziness, ease. 

furthest: (adj) furthermost, extreme, 
farthermost, remotest, ultimate, 
utmost, uttermost, most remote, final, 
outermost; (adv) most. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nearest, near. 

irresoluteness: (n) indecisiveness, 
irresolution, hesitancy, shilly-shally, 
trait, vacillation, volatility. 

madwoman: (n) madman, madperson, 
maniac, insane person. 

well-grounded: (adj) cogent, definite, 
just, learned, sound, unquestionable, 
valid. 

yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, obedient, 
docile; (n) submission. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hard, firm, inflexible, solid, 
rigid, obstinate, stiff, stubborn, 
unyielding, rebellious. 
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investments, perhaps under other names than his own, and by various means, 
familiar enough to capitalists, but unnecessary here to be specified.  By Uncle 
Jaffrey's last will and testament, as you are aware, his entire property was 
bequeathed to me, with the single exception of a life interest to yourself in this 
old family mansion, and the strip of patrimonial estate remaining attached to 
it."%

"And do you seek to deprive us of that?" asked Hepzibah, unable to restrain 
her bitter contempt."  Is this your price for ceasing to persecute poor Clifford?" 

"Certainly not, my dear cousin!" answered the Judge, smiling benevolently.  
"On the contrary, as you must do me the justice to own, I have constantly 
expressed my readiness to double or treble your resources, whenever you should 
make up your mind to accept any kindness of that nature at the hands of your 
kinsman.  No, no! But here lies the gist of the matter.  Of my uncle's 
unquestionably great estate, as I have said, not the half--no, not one third, as I am 
fully convinced--was apparent after his death.  Now, I have the best possible 
reasons for believing that your brother Clifford can give me a clew to the 
recovery of the remainder." 

"Clifford!--Clifford know of any hidden wealth? Clifford have it in his power 
to make you rich?" cried the old gentlewoman, affected with a sense of 
something like ridicule at the idea.   "Impossible! You deceive yourself! It is really 
a thing to laugh at!" 

"It is as certain as that I stand here!" said Judge Pyncheon, striking his gold-
headed cane on the floor, and at the same time stamping his foot, as if to express 
his conviction the more forcibly by the whole emphasis of his substantial person.  
"Clifford told me so himself!" 

"No, no!" exclaimed Hepzibah incredulously.  "You are dreaming, Cousin 
Jaffrey." 

"I do not belong to the dreaming class of men," said the Judge quietly.  "Some 
months before my uncle's death, Clifford boasted to me of the possession of the 
secret of incalculable wealth.  His purpose was to taunt me, and excite my 
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benevolently: (adv) benignly, 
generously, humanely, beneficently, 
considerately, liberally, 
compassionately, graciously, 
helpfully, benignantly, friendly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) malevolently, 
spitefully, meanly, cruelly, ill. 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence. 
clew: (n) cue, clod, glob, knob, 

footmark, footprint, vestige; (v) point 
out; (adj) pellet, globule, Pelote. 

gist: (n) content, substance, core,  

essence, heart, crux, marrow, matter, 
meaning, kernel; (adj, n) 
quintessence. 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, boundless, 
inestimable, immense, infinite, 
myriad, numerous, invaluable, 
unpredictable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calculable, negligible, limited, 
worthless, tiny, slight, finite, few, 
definite, small, minor. 

incredulously: (adv) skeptically,  

disbelievingly, distrustfully, 
suspiciously, dubiously, doubtfully, 
questioningly, uncertainly, 
mistrustfully, doubtingly, cynically. 

reasons: (n) proof. 
stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 

coin, postage, stamping of rail. 
taunt: (n, v) ridicule, gibe, flout, insult, 

mock, deride, sneer, twit, quip; (n) 
scoff; (v) bait. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
respect, compliment; (v) applaud, 
comfort. 
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curiosity.  I know it well. But, from a pretty distinct recollection of the particulars 
of our conversation, I am thoroughly convinced that there was truth in what he 
said.  Clifford, at this moment, if he chooses,--and choose he must!--can inform 
me where to find the schedule, the documents, the evidences, in whatever shape 
they exist, of the vast amount of Uncle Jaffrey's missing property.  He has the 
secret.  His boast was no idle word.  It had a directness, an emphasis, a 
particularity, that showed a backbone of solid meaning within the mystery of his 
expression."%

"But what could have been Clifford's object," asked Hepzibah, "in concealing 
it so long?" 

"It was one of the bad impulses of our fallen nature," replied the Judge, 
turning up his eyes.  "He looked upon me as his enemy.  He considered me as the 
cause of his overwhelming disgrace, his imminent peril of death, his irretrievable 
ruin.  There was no great probability, therefore, of his volunteering information, 
out of his dungeon, that should elevate me still higher on the ladder of 
prosperity.  But the moment has now come when he must give up his secret." 

"And what if he should refuse?" inquired Hepzibah.  "Or,--as I steadfastly 
believe,--what if he has no knowledge of this wealth?" 

"My dear cousin," said Judge Pyncheon, with a quietude which he had the 
power of making more formidable than any violence, "since your brother's 
return, I have taken the precaution (a highly proper one in the near kinsman and 
natural guardian of an individual so situated) to have his deportment and habits 
constantly and carefully overlooked.  Your neighbors have been eye-witnesses to 
whatever has passed in the garden.  The butcher, the baker, the fish-monger, 
some of the customers of your shop, and many a prying old woman, have told 
me several of the secrets of your interior.  A still larger circle--I myself, among 
the rest--can testify to his extravagances at the arched window. Thousands 
beheld him, a week or two ago, on the point of finging himself thence into the 
street.  From all this testimony, I am led to apprehend--reluctantly, and with 
deep grief--that Clifford's misfortunes have so affected his intellect, never very 
strong, that he cannot safely remain at large.  The alternative, you must be 
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concealing: (n) covering, concealment, 
burial, stealing, stealth, screening, 
burying, screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive. 

directness: (n) candor, frankness, 
plainness, honesty, immediacy, 
straightforwardness, forthrightness, 
openness, freedom, ingenuousness, 
outspokenness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vagueness, obliqueness, 
circuitousness, reticence, delicacy, 
caution, dishonesty. 

elevate: (v) advance, lift, hoist, erect, 
exalt, boost, rear, cheer, promote, 
dignify, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demote, drop, downgrade, depress, 
decrease, reduce. 

overlooked: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
unobserved, unnoted, unmarked. 

particularity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 
individuality, peculiarity, 
distinctiveness, speciality, specialty, 
feature, distinction, characteristic, 
nicety, attribute. 

quietude: (n) quietness, calmness, 
peace, composure, placidity, 
tranquility, repose, serenity, 
tranquillity, hush, silence. 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, persistently, 
permanently, staunchly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unreliably, 
irresolutely, unfaithfully. 

volunteering: (adj) volunteer. 
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aware,--and its adoption will depend entirely on the decision which I am now 
about to make,--the alternative is his confinement, probably for the remainder of 
his life, in a public asylum for persons in his unfortunate state of mind." 

"You cannot mean it!" shrieked Hepzibah.%

"Should my cousin Clifford," continued Judge Pyncheon, wholly 
undisturbed, "from mere malice, and hatred of one whose interests ought 
naturally to be dear to him,--a mode of passion that, as often as any other, 
indicates mental disease,--should he refuse me the information so important to 
myself, and which he assuredly possesses, I shall consider it the one needed jot 
of evidence to satisfy my mind of his insanity.  And, once sure of the course 
pointed out by conscience, you know me too well, Cousin Hepzibah, to entertain 
a doubt that I shall pursue it." 

"O Jaffrey,--Cousin Jaffrey."  cried Hepzibah mournfully, not passionately, "it 
is you that are diseased in mind, not Clifford! You have forgotten that a woman 
was your mother!--that you have had sisters, brothers, children of your own!--or 
that there ever was affection between man and man, or pity from one man to 
another, in this miserable world! Else, how could you have dreamed of this? You 
are not young, Cousin Jaffrey!--no, nor middle-aged,--but already an old man! 
The hair is white upon your head! How many years have you to live? Are you 
not rich enough for that little time? Shall you be hungry,--shall you lack clothes, 
or a roof to shelter you,--between this point and the grave? No! but, with the half 
of what you now possess, you could revel in costly food and wines, and build a 
house twice as splendid as you now inhabit, and make a far greater show to the 
world,--and yet leave riches to your only son, to make him bless the hour of your 
death! Then, why should you do this cruel, cruel thing?--so mad a thing, that I 
know not whether to call it wicked! Alas, Cousin Jaffrey, this hard and grasping 
spirit has run in our blood these two hundred years.  You are but doing over 
again, in another shape, what your ancestor before you did, and sending down 
to your posterity the curse inherited from him!" 

"Talk sense, Hepzibah, for Heaven's sake!" exclaimed the Judge, with the 
impatience natural to a reasonable man, on hearing anything so utterly absurd as 
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assuredly: (adv) certainly, confidently, 
positively, securely, indeed, 
definitely, undoubtedly, admittedly, 
safely, insuredly, decidedly. 

diseased: (adj) bad, ailing, sickly, 
unsound, sick, ill, unhealthy, 
pathological, infected, unwholesome, 
infirm. ANTONYMS: (adj) well, fit. 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; 
(n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

generous, altruistic. 
inhabit: (v) reside, abide, occupy, 

lodge, settle, people, live, indwell, be, 
exist; (n) habit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
desert, vacate. 

insanity: (adj, n) craziness, 
derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) 
delirium, dementia, mania, folly, 
lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense. 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 

cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness. 

revel: (n, v) frolic; (v) drink, celebrate, 
exult, wallow, rejoice, bask, riot; (n) 
carousal, orgy; (adj) luxuriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mourn; (n) 
mourning. 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, plenty, 
prosperity, exuberance, treasure, 
resources; (v) gold. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 230

the above, in a discussion about matters of business.  "I have told you my 
determination.  I am not apt to change.  Clifford must give up his secret, or take 
the consequences.  And let him decide quickly; for I have several affairs to attend 
to this morning, and an important dinner engagement with some political 
friends."%

"Clifford has no secret!" answered Hepzibah.  "And God will not let you do 
the thing you meditate!" 

"We shall see," said the unmoved Judge.  "Meanwhile, choose whether you 
will summon Clifford, and allow this business to be amicably settled by an 
interview between two kinsmen, or drive me to harsher measures, which I 
should be most happy to feel myself justified in avoiding.  The responsibility is 
altogether on your part." 

"You are stronger than I," said Hepzibah, after a brief consideration; "and you 
have no pity in your strength! Clifford is not now insane; but the interview 
which you insist upon may go far to make him so.  Nevertheless, knowing you as 
I do, I believe it to be my best course to allow you to judge for yourself as to the 
improbability of his possessing any valuable secret.  I will call Clifford.  Be 
merciful in your dealings with him!--be far more merciful than your heart bids 
you be!--for God is looking at you, Jaffrey Pyncheon!" 

The Judge followed his cousin from the shop, where the foregoing 
conversation had passed, into the parlor, and flung himself heavily in to the 
great ancestral chair.  Many a former Pyncheon had found repose in its capacious 
arms:  rosy children, after their sports; young men, dreamy with love; grown 
men, weary with cares; old men, burdened with winters, --they had mused, and 
slumbered, and departed to a yet profounder sleep.  It had been a long tradition, 
though a doubtful one, that this was the very chair, seated in which the earliest 
of the Judge's New England forefathers--he whose picture still hung upon the 
wall--had given a dead man's silent and stern reception to the throng of 
distinguished guests.  From that hour of evil omen until the present, it may be,--
though we know not the secret of his heart,--but it may be that no wearier and 
sadder man had ever sunk into the chair than this same Judge Pyncheon, whom 
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amicably: (adv) friendlily, agreeably, 
politely, respectfully, courteously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) rudely. 

burdened: (adj) loaded, encumbered, 
oppressed, overburdened, 
overloaded, beleaguered, heavy, 
haggard, gestant; (adv) dishonestly, 
unfairly. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
unburdened, carefree; (adv) 
genuinely. 

dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 
impractical, somnolent, visionary,  

sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic. 

guests: (n) guest, visitors. 
improbability: (n) implausibility, 

unlikeliness, uncertainness, 
uncertainty, dislikelihood, 
incredibility, unreliability, ambiguity, 
crankiness, vagueness, creepiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) likelihood,  

normality, probability, confidence, 
reliability. 

kinsmen: (n) kin, kindred, family, 
kinsfolk, people, affinity. 

merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 
lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 
beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted. 

seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. 
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we have just beheld so immitigably hard and resolute. Surely, it must have been 
at no slight cost that he had thus fortified his soul with iron.  Such calmness is a 
mightier effort than the violence of weaker men.  And there was yet a heavy task 
for him to do.  Was it a little matter--a trifle to be prepared for in a single 
moment, and to be rested from in another moment, --that he must now, after 
thirty years, encounter a kinsman risen from a living tomb, and wrench a secret 
from him, or else consign him to a living tomb again? 

"Did you speak?" asked Hepzibah, looking in from the threshold of the 
parlor; for she imagined that the Judge had uttered some sound which she was 
anxious to interpret as a relenting impulse. "I thought you called me back." 

"No, no" gruffly answered Judge Pyncheon with a harsh frown, while his 
brow grew almost a black purple, in the shadow of the room.  "Why should I call 
you back? Time flies! Bid Clifford come to me!" 

The Judge had taken his watch from his vest pocket and now held it in his 
hand, measuring the interval which was to ensue before the appearance of 
Clifford.%
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consign: (v) confide, commit, assign, 
forward, commission, transfer, 
delegate, give, send, hand over, 
relegate. ANTONYMS: (v) hold, 
receive, withdraw. 

ensue: (v) come, arise, happen, result, 
succeed, occur, transpire, turn out, 
befall, come after, stem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forerun, preface, 
antecede, dwindle, recede. 

fortified: (adj) secure, watched over, 
shielded, securer, secured, carrying  

weapons, safeguarded, protected, 
fast, equipped, defended. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unarmed. 

gruffly: (adv) sullenly, hoarsely, 
harshly, abruptly, roughly, huskily, 
bluffly, grumpily, throatily, coarsely, 
rudely. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
politely, gently, smoothly, tactfully. 

relenting: (n) capitulation, surrender. 
tomb: (n) sepulchre, sepulcher, crypt, 

pit, sepulture, vault, monument, 
entomb, mausoleum; (n, v) bury; (v)  

inter. 
trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; (v) 

dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle. 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, explicit, 
oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said. 

vest: (n) waistcoat, undershirt, singlet, 
oilskins, jubbah; (v) invest, clothe, 
enthrone, endow, put, ordain. 
ANTONYM: (v) divest. 
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CHAPTER  % XV I   

 
CL IFFORD 'S  CHAMBER  

 
 

NEVER had the old house appeared so dismal to poor Hepzibah as when she 
departed on that wretched errand.  There was a strange aspect in it.  As she trode 
along the foot-worn passages, and opened one crazy door after another, and 
ascended the creaking staircase, she gazed wistfully and fearfully around.  It 
would have been no marvel, to her excited mind, if, behind or beside her, there 
had been the rustle of dead people's garments, or pale visages awaiting her on 
the landing-place above. Her nerves were set all ajar by the scene of passion and 
terror through which she had just struggled.  Her colloquy with Judge 
Pyncheon, who so perfectly represented the person and attributes of the founder 
of the family, had called back the dreary past.  It weighed upon her heart.  
Whatever she had heard, from legendary aunts and grandmothers, concerning 
the good or evil fortunes of the Pyncheons,--stories which had heretofore been 
kept warm in her remembrance by the chimney-corner glow that was associated 
with them,--now recurred to her, sombre, ghastly, cold, like most passages of 
family history, when brooded over in melancholy mood.  The whole seemed 
little else but a series of calamity, reproducing itself in successive generations, 
with one general hue, and varying in little, save the outline.  But Hepzibah now 
felt as if the Judge, and Clifford, and herself,--they three together, --were on the 
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ajar: (v) dissentient, unclosed, 
unstopped, wide open, out of tune; 
(adj) open, gaping, partly open, not 
closed. 

colloquy: (n) talk, conference, 
conversation, dialog, chat, dialogue, 
collocution, verbal intercourse, 
meeting, parley, interview. 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, 
awfully, apprehensively, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv)  

shockingly, dreadfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) bravely, calmly, confidently, 
wonderfully, rationally, 
unconcernedly. 

marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 
curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. ANTONYMS: 
(v) disregard; (n) nightmare. 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, memorial, 
recall, relic, monument, keepsake,  

reminiscence, recognition; (adj, n) 
memento. 

reproducing: (adj) fruitful, fecund. 
rustle: (n, v) whisper; (v) lift, buzz, 

steal, pilfer, whiz, pinch, abstract, 
thieve, purloin; (n) rustling. 

wistfully: (adv) pensively, 
meditatively, desirously, longingly, 
yearningly, broodingly, reflectively, 
wishfully, melancholy, thoughtfully, 
nostalgically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
contentedly. 
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point of adding another incident to the annals of the house, with a bolder relief 
of wrong and sorrow, which would cause it to stand out from all the rest.  Thus it 
is that the grief of the passing moment takes upon itself an individuality, and a 
character of climax, which it is destined to lose after a while, and to fade into the 
dark gray tissue common to the grave or glad events of many years ago.  It is but 
for a moment, comparatively, that anything looks strange or startling,--a truth 
that has the bitter and the sweet in it.%

But Hepzibah could not rid herself of the sense of something unprecedented 
at that instant passing and soon to be accomplished. Her nerves were in a shake.  
Instinctively she paused before the arched window, and looked out upon the 
street, in order to seize its permanent objects with her mental grasp, and thus to 
steady herself from the reel and vibration which affected her more immediate 
sphere.  It brought her up, as we may say, with a kind of shock, when she beheld 
everything under the same appearance as the day before, and numberless 
preceding days, except for the difference between sunshine and sullen storm.  
Her eyes travelled along the street, from doorstep to doorstep, noting the wet 
sidewalks, with here and there a puddle in hollows that had been imperceptible 
until filled with water.  She screwed her dim optics to their acutest point, in the 
hope of making out, with greater distinctness, a certain window, where she half 
saw, half guessed, that a tailor's seamstress was sitting at her work.   Hepzibah 
flung herself upon that unknown woman's companionship, even thus far off.  
Then she was attracted by a chaise rapidly passing, and watched its moist and 
glistening top, and its splashing wheels, until it had turned the corner, and 
refused to carry any further her idly trifling, because appalled and 
overburdened, mind.  When the vehicle had disappeared, she allowed herself 
still another loitering moment; for the patched figure of good Uncle Venner was 
now visible, coming slowly from the head of the street downward, with a 
rheumatic limp, because the east wind had got into his joints.  Hepzibah wished 
that he would pass yet more slowly, and befriend her shivering solitude a little 
longer. Anything that would take her out of the grievous present, and interpose 
human beings betwixt herself and what was nearest to her,--whatever would 
defer for an instant the inevitable errand on which she was bound,--all such 
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annals: (n) history, record, account, 
records, register, story, roll, almanac, 
diary, legend, yearbook. 

befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; (n) 
take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) shun, 
ignore, neglect, reject. 

chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair. 

interpose: (v) interject, insert,  

interpolate, intercede, intervene, 
meddle, intrude, tamper, step in, butt 
in; (adj, v) intermeddle. 

numberless: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, multitudinous, infinite, 
incalculable, endless, uncounted, 
unnumbered, innumerous, legion, 
untold. ANTONYM: (adj) few. 

optics: (n) catoptrics, holography, 
vision, photology, orbs, physics, 
optic, catoptric, catoptrical, eyesight, 
natural philosophy. 

overburdened: (adj) burdened, loaded 
down, full of, heavy, weighed down. 

puddle: (n, v) plash; (n) pond, lake, 
slop, lough, mere, loch, lin; (v) 
muddle, make, addle. 

reel: (n, v) coil, roll; (v) waver, rock, 
stagger, totter, spin, teeter, falter; (n) 
bobbin, spool. 

rheumatic: (adj) rheumatoid, creaky, 
arthrodynic, creaking, decrepit, 
palsied, stiff; (n) sufferer, 
rheumatism, diseased person. 
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impediments were welcome.  Next to the lightest heart, the heaviest is apt to be 
most playful.%

Hepzibah had little hardihood for her own proper pain, and far less for what 
she must inflict on Clifford.  Of so slight a nature, and so shattered by his 
previous calamities, it could not well be short of utter ruin to bring him face to 
face with the hard, relentless man who had been his evil destiny through life.  
Even had there been no bitter recollections, nor any hostile interest now at stake 
between them, the mere natural repugnance of the more sensitive system to the 
massive, weighty, and unimpressible one, must, in itself, have been disastrous to 
the former.  It would be like flinging a porcelain vase, with already a crack in it, 
against a granite column.  Never before had Hepzibah so adequately estimated 
the powerful character of her cousin Jaffrey,--powerful by intellect, energy of 
will, the long habit of acting among men, and, as she believed, by his 
unscrupulous pursuit of selfish ends through evil means.  It did but increase the 
difficulty that Judge Pyncheon was under a delusion as to the secret which he 
supposed Clifford to possess.  Men of his strength of purpose and customary 
sagacity, if they chance to adopt a mistaken opinion in practical matters, so 
wedge it and fasten it among things known to be true, that to wrench it out of 
their minds is hardly less difficult than pulling up an oak.  Thus, as the Judge 
required an impossibility of Clifford, the latter, as he could not perform it, must 
needs perish.  For what, in the grasp of a man like this, was to become of 
Clifford's soft poetic nature, that never should have had a task more stubborn 
than to set a life of beautiful enjoyment to the flow and rhythm of musical 
cadences! Indeed, what had become of it already? Broken! Blighted! All but 
annihilated! Soon to be wholly so! 

For a moment, the thought crossed Hepzibah's mind, whether Clifford might 
not really have such knowledge of their deceased uncle's vanished estate as the 
Judge imputed to him.  She remembered some vague intimations, on her 
brother's part, which--if the supposition were not essentially preposterous --
might have been so interpreted.  There had been schemes of travel and residence 
abroad, day-dreams of brilliant life at home, and splendid castles in the air, 
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fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) 
connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, 
clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, undo, unlock, loosen, release, 
open, disconnect, untie, separate, 
unscrew. 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 
go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
survive, live, appear. 

preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish,  

ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible. 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography. 

sagacity: (n, v) discernment, judgment, 
penetration; (n) judiciousness, sense, 
prudence, gumption, acumen, 
perspicacity; (adj, n) discretion,  

wisdom. ANTONYM: (n) foolishness. 
supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 

assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice. 

unimpressible: (adj) nonchalant, 
obdurate, unimpressionable, 
unchangeable, unalterable, fast, 
impenetrable, steadfast, immovable, 
fixed, firmly fixed. 
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which %it would have required boundless wealth to build and realize.  Had this 
wealth been in her power, how gladly would Hepzibah have bestowed it all 
upon her iron-hearted kinsman, to buy for Clifford the freedom and seclusion of 
the desolate old house! But she believed that her brother's schemes were as 
destitute of actual substance and purpose as a child's pictures of its future life, 
while sitting in a little chair by its mother's knee.  Clifford had none but shadowy 
gold at his command; and it was not the stuff to satisfy Judge Pyncheon! 

Was there no help in their extremity? It seemed strange that there should be 
none, with a city round about her.  It would be so easy to throw up the window, 
and send forth a shriek, at the strange agony of which everybody would come 
hastening to the rescue, well understanding it to be the cry of a human soul, at 
some dreadful crisis! But how wild, how almost laughable, the fatality, --and yet 
how continually it comes to pass, thought Hepzibah, in this dull delirium of a 
world,--that whosoever, and with however kindly a purpose, should come to 
help, they would be sure to help the strongest side! Might and wrong combined, 
like iron magnetized, are endowed with irresistible attraction.  There would be 
Judge Pyncheon, --a person eminent in the public view, of high station and great 
wealth, a philanthropist, a member of Congress and of the church, and 
intimately associated with whatever else bestows good name,--so imposing, in 
these advantageous lights, that Hepzibah herself could hardly help shrinking 
from her own conclusions as to his hollow integrity.  The Judge, on one side! 
And who, on the other? The guilty Clifford! Once a byword! Now, an indistinctly 
remembered ignominy! 

Nevertheless, in spite of this perception that the Judge would draw all human 
aid to his own behalf, Hepzibah was so unaccustomed to act for herself, that the 
least word of counsel would have swayed her to any mode of action.  Little 
Phoebe Pyncheon would at once have lighted up the whole scene, if not by any 
available suggestion, yet simply by the warm vivacity of her character.  The idea 
of the artist occurred to Hepzibah.  Young and unknown, mere vagrant 
adventurer as he was, she had been conscious of a force in Holgrave which might 
well adapt him to be the champion of a crisis.  With this thought in her mind, she 
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boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, 
incalculable, immense, 
immeasurable, interminable, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
limited, restricted, confined, finite, 
incomplete, negligible, small. 

byword: (n) aphorism, saw, saying, 
maxim, personification, proverb, 
sentence, motto, slogan, expression, 
catchphrase. 

delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania,  

disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) furor, 
rage, distraction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, dejection. 

fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, 
mishap, demise, misadventure, 
lethality, adversity, loss, decease, 
dead. 

ignominy: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
shame, reproach, contempt, 
disrepute, degradation, discredit, 
scandal; (adj, n) odium; (adj)  

opprobrium. ANTONYMS: (n) 
success, glorification, pride. 

magnetized: (adj) magnetised, 
charismatic, attractable. 

philanthropist: (n) humanitarian, 
donor, benefactor, philanthrope, 
altruist, patron, socialist, utilitarian, 
presenter, cosmopolite, amicus 
humani generis. 

swayed: (adj) persuaded, susceptible, 
touched, convinced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) doubtful. 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 237

unbolted a door, cobwebbed and long disused, but which had served as a 
former medium of communication between her own part of the house and the 
gable where the wandering daguerreotypist had now established his temporary 
home.  He was not there.  A book, face downward, on the table, a roll of 
manuscript, a half-written sheet, a newspaper, some tools of his present 
occupation, and several rejected daguerreotypes, conveyed an impression as if he 
were close at hand.  But, at this period of the day, as Hepzibah might have 
anticipated, the artist was at his public rooms.  With an impulse of idle curiosity, 
that flickered among her heavy thoughts, she looked at one of the 
daguerreotypes, and beheld Judge Pyncheon frowning at her.  Fate stared her in 
the face.  She turned back from her fruitless quest, with a heartsinking sense of 
disappointment. In all her years of seclusion, she had never felt, as now, what it 
was to be alone.  It seemed as if the house stood in a desert, or, by some spell, 
was made invisible to those who dwelt around, or passed beside it; so that any 
mode of misfortune, miserable accident, or crime might happen in it without the 
possibility of aid.  In her grief and wounded pride, Hepzibah had spent her life 
in divesting herself of friends; she had wilfully cast off the support which God 
has ordained his creatures to need from one another; and it was now her 
punishment, that Clifford and herself would fall the easier victims to their 
kindred enemy.%

Returning to the arched window, she lifted her eyes,--scowling, poor, dim-
sighted Hepzibah, in the face of Heaven!--and strove hard to send up a prayer 
through the dense gray pavement of clouds.  Those mists had gathered, as if to 
symbolize a great, brooding mass of human trouble, doubt, confusion, and chill 
indifference, between earth and the better regions.  Her faith was too weak; the 
prayer too heavy to be thus uplifted.  It fell back, a lump of lead, upon her heart.  
It smote her with the wretched conviction that Providence intermeddled not in 
these petty wrongs of one individual to his fellow, nor had any balm for these 
little agonies of a solitary soul; but shed its justice, and its mercy, in a broad, 
sunlike sweep, over half the universe at once.  Its vastness made it nothing. But 
Hepzibah did not see that, just as there comes a warm sunbeam into every 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked. 

balm: (n) salve, unguent, incense, 
perfume, aroma, unction, liniment, 
balsam, arnica, lotion, fragrance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) irritant, nuisance. 

disused: (adj) antiquated, old, 
outmoded, deserted, ancient, antique, 
neglected, derelict, unoccupied, old-
fashioned, abandoned. 

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) barren, 
useless, empty, futile, ineffective, 
idle, pointless, sterile, bootless, 
unproductive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fertile, useful, effective, satisfying, 
fruitful, worthwhile, profitable, 
successful, productive, hopeful, 
meaningful. 

ordained: (adj) destined, prescribed, 
appointed, predestined, fated, 
preordained, meant, legal, lawful, 
dedicated, inevitable. 

regions: (n) area, region, parts. 
sunbeam: (n) sunshine, shaft, sunray, 

beam, shaft of light, sunlight, ray of 
light, moonbeam, light beam, light, 
beam of light. 

unbolted: (adj) loose, open, unlatched, 
unlocked, unsecured. 

vastness: (n) enormity, immensity, 
immenseness, enormousness, 
grandeur, size, hugeness, bigness, 
extent, magnificence, grandness. 
ANTONYM: (n) closeness. 
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cottage window, so comes a lovebeam of God's care and pity for every separate 
need. 

At last, finding no other pretext for deferring the torture that she was to 
inflict on Clifford,--her reluctance to which was the true cause of her loitering at 
the window, her search for the artist, and even her abortive prayer,--dreading, 
also, to hear the stern voice of Judge Pyncheon from below stairs, chiding her 
delay,--she crept slowly, a pale, grief-stricken figure, a dismal shape of woman, 
with almost torpid limbs, slowly to her brother's door, and knocked! 

There was no reply.%

And how should there have been? Her hand, tremulous with the shrinking 
purpose which directed it, had smitten so feebly against the door that the sound 
could hardly have gone inward.  She knocked again.  Still no response! Nor was 
it to be wondered at.  She had struck with the entire force of her heart's vibration, 
communicating, by some subtile magnetism, her own terror to the summons.  
Clifford would turn his face to the pillow, and cover his head beneath the 
bedclothes, like a startled child at midnight.  She knocked a third time, three 
regular strokes, gentle, but perfectly distinct, and with meaning in them; for, 
modulate it with what cautious art we will, the hand cannot help playing some 
tune of what we feel upon the senseless wood. 

Clifford returned no answer. 
"Clifford! dear brother."  said Hepzibah.  "Shall I come in?" 
A silence. 
Two or three times, and more, Hepzibah repeated his name, without result; 

till, thinking her brother's sleep unwontedly profound, she undid the door, and 
entering, found the chamber vacant.  How could he have come forth, and when, 
without her knowledge?  Was it possible that, in spite of the stormy day, and 
worn out with the irksomeness within doors he had betaken himself to his 
customary haunt in the garden, and was now shivering under the cheerless 
shelter of the summer-house? She hastily threw up a window, thrust forth her 
turbaned head and the half of her gaunt figure, and searched the whole garden 
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bedclothes: (n) bedspread, cover, 
linen, bed linen, bed clothing, litter, 
clothes, throw, spread, quilt, puff. 

chiding: (n) scolding, rebuke, blame, 
reprehension, rap, censure, 
upbraiding, wigging, brawl, 
admonition; (adv) scoldingly. 

deferring: (n) deferral. 
feebly: (adv) faintly, 

unenthusiastically, dimly, hopelessly, 
unproductively, unpersuasively, 
unconvincingly, uncertainly,  

reluctantly, powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, 
confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 
effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably, 
wholeheartedly. 

grief-stricken: (adj) brokenhearted, 
woebegone, plaintive, disconsolate, 
despairing. 

modulate: (v) moderate, modify, 
regulate, qualify, inflect, change,  

temper, diversify, adjust, alter, tone 
down. ANTONYM: (v) increase. 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, color, 
pretence, mask, plea, guise, sham, 
appearance; (n, v) excuse, cloak. 

smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
besotted, gaga, taken with, affected. 

unwontedly: (adv) unusually, 
infrequently, rarely, unaccustomedly. 
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through, as completely as her dim vision would allow.  She could see the interior 
of the summer-house, and its circular seat, kept moist by the droppings of the 
roof.  It had no occupant.  Clifford was not thereabouts; unless, indeed, he had 
crept for concealment (as, for a moment, Hepzibah fancied might be the case) 
into a great, wet mass of tangled and broad-leaved shadow, where the squash-
vines were clambering tumultuously upon an old wooden framework, set 
casually aslant against the fence.  This could not be, however; he was not there; 
for, while Hepzibah was looking, a strange grimalkin stole forth from the very 
spot, and picked his way across the garden.  Twice he paused to snuff the air, 
and then anew directed his course towards the parlor window.   Whether it was 
only on account of the stealthy, prying manner common to the race, or that this 
cat seemed to have more than ordinary mischief in his thoughts, the old 
gentlewoman, in spite of her much perplexity, felt an impulse to drive the animal 
away, and accordingly flung down a window stick.  The cat stared up at her, like 
a detected thief or murderer, and, the next instant, took to flight.  No other living 
creature was visible in the garden. Chanticleer and his family had either not left 
their roost, disheartened by the interminable rain, or had done the next wisest 
thing, by seasonably returning to it.  Hepzibah closed the window.%

But where was Clifford? Could it be that, aware of the presence of his Evil 
Destiny, he had crept silently down the staircase, while the Judge and Hepzibah 
stood talking in the shop, and had softly undone the fastenings of the outer door, 
and made his escape into the street?  With that thought, she seemed to behold his 
gray, wrinkled, yet childlike aspect, in the old-fashioned garments which he 
wore about the house; a figure such as one sometimes imagines himself to be, 
with the world's eye upon him, in a troubled dream.  This figure of her wretched 
brother would go wandering through the city, attracting all eyes, and 
everybody's wonder and repugnance, like a ghost, the more to be shuddered at 
because visible at noontide.  To incur the ridicule of the younger crowd, that 
knew him not,--the harsher scorn and indignation of a few old men, who might 
recall his once familiar features! To be the sport of boys, who, when old enough 
to run about the streets, have no more reverence for what is beautiful and holy, 
nor pity for what is sad,--no more sense of sacred misery, sanctifying the human 
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aslant: (adj) oblique, inclined, slanting, 
diagonal, sloping, wry, awry; (adj, 
adv) aslope; (adv) slantingly, 
obliquely, athwart. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) level; (adv) straight. 

concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation. 

detected: (adj) apparent, convicted, 
detect. 

disheartened: (adj) dejected, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, 
hopeful. 

seasonably: (adv) early, patly, early 
fruit, fitly, forth with, fortunately, 
happily, incidentally, pat, timely,  

betimes. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unseasonably. 

stealthy: (adj) clandestine, secret, 
surreptitious, sneaky, covert, private, 
backstairs, concealed, feline; (adj, v) 
sly, insidious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
blatant. 

tumultuously: (adv) turbulently, 
tempestuously, violently, 
uproariously, boisterously, 
tumultuarily, noisily, furiously, 
loudly, agitatedly; (adj, adv) madly. 
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shape in which it embodies itself, --than if Satan were the father of them all! 
Goaded by their taunts, their loud, shrill cries, and cruel laughter,--insulted by 
the filth of the public ways, which they would fling upon him, --or, as it might 
well be, distracted by the mere strangeness of his situation, though nobody 
should afflict him with so much as a thoughtless word,--what wonder if Clifford 
were to break into some wild extravagance which was certain to be interpreted 
as lunacy? Thus Judge Pyncheon's fiendish scheme would be ready 
accomplished to his hands! 

Then Hepzibah reflected that the town was almost completely water-girdled.  
The wharves stretched out towards the centre of the harbor, and, in this 
inclement weather, were deserted by the ordinary throng of merchants, laborers, 
and sea-faring men; each wharf a solitude, with the vessels moored stem and 
stern, along its misty length.  Should her brother's aimless footsteps stray 
thitherward, and he but bend, one moment, over the deep, black tide, would he 
not bethink himself that here was the sure refuge within his reach, and that, with 
a single step, or the slightest overbalance of his body, he might be forever 
beyond his kinsman's gripe? Oh, the temptation! To make of his ponderous 
sorrow a security! To sink, with its leaden weight upon him, and never rise 
again! 

The horror of this last conception was too much for Hepzibah. Even Jaffrey 
Pyncheon must help her now She hastened down the staircase, shrieking as she 
went.%

"Clifford is gone!" she cried.  "I cannot find my brother.  Help, Jaffrey 
Pyncheon! Some harm will happen to him!" 

She threw open the parlor-door.  But, what with the shade of branches across 
the windows, and the smoke-blackened ceiling, and the dark oak-panelling of 
the walls, there was hardly so much daylight in the room that Hepzibah's 
imperfect sight could accurately distinguish the Judge's figure.  She was certain, 
however, that she saw him sitting in the ancestral armchair, near the centre of the 
floor, with his face somewhat averted, and looking towards a window.  So firm 
and quiet is the nervous system of such men as Judge Pyncheon, that he had 
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afflict: (n, v) pain, distress; (v) trouble, 
grieve, torment, hurt, strike, 
aggrieve, smite, bother, disturb. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, comfort, 
encourage, help, soothe. 

aimless: (adj) random, purposeless, 
capricious, pointless, meaningless, 
desultory, haphazard, vagabond, 
empty, afloat; (adj, adv) wandering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) directed, resolute, 
planned, motivated, methodical, 
focused, determined, pointed,  

guided, meaningful. 
bethink: (v) recollect, mull, remind, 

recall, think, reflect, ponder, 
speculate, ruminate, consider, 
contemplate. 

fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, 
satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, 
diabolical, cruel, atrocious, inhuman, 
wicked, brutal. 

goaded: (adj) provoked, forced, 
motivated, unvoluntary, aggravated, 
compulsive, determined,  

involuntary. 
hastened: (adj) careless. 
moored: (v) on a rock, rock solid, 

tethered; (adj) stationary. 
overbalance: (v) outweigh, 

preponderate, overweigh, calculate, 
prevail, overturn, overpoise, drop, 
topple, fashion; (adj) overmatch. 

shrieking: (n) shriek, screeching, 
screech, scream, belly laugh, shright, 
howler, riot; (adj) sharp. 

taunts: (n) mocking, jeers. 
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perhaps stirred not more than once since her departure, but, in the hard 
composure of his temperament, retained the position into which accident had 
thrown him.%

"I tell you, Jaffrey," cried Hepzibah impatiently, as she turned from the 
parlor-door to search other rooms, "my brother is not in his chamber! You must 
help me seek him!" 

But Judge Pyncheon was not the man to let himself be startled from an easy-
chair with haste ill-befitting either the dignity of his character or his broad 
personal basis, by the alarm of an hysteric woman.  Yet, considering his own 
interest in the matter, he might have bestirred himself with a little more alacrity. 

"Do you hear me, Jaffrey Pyncheon?" screamed Hepzibah, as she again 
approached the parlor-door, after an ineffectual search elsewhere.  "Clifford is 
gone." 

At this instant, on the threshold of the parlor, emerging from within, 
appeared Clifford himself! His face was preternaturally pale; so deadly white, 
indeed, that, through all the glimmering indistinctness of the passageway, 
Hepzibah could discern his features, as if a light fell on them alone.  Their vivid 
and wild expression seemed likewise sufficient to illuminate them; it was an 
expression of scorn and mockery, coinciding with the emotions indicated by his 
gesture.   As Clifford stood on the threshold, partly turning back, he pointed his 
finger within the parlor, and shook it slowly as though he would have 
summoned, not Hepzibah alone, but the whole world, to gaze at some object 
inconceivably ridiculous.   This action, so ill-timed and extravagant,--
accompanied, too, with a look that showed more like joy than any other kind of 
excitement,--compelled Hepzibah to dread that her stern kinsman's ominous 
visit had driven her poor brother to absolute insanity. Nor could she otherwise 
account for the Judge's quiescent mood than by supposing him craftily on the 
watch, while Clifford developed these symptoms of a distracted mind. 

"Be quiet, Clifford!" whispered his sister, raising her hand to impress caution.  
"Oh, for Heaven's sake, be quiet!" 
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coinciding: (adj) coincident, 
coincidental, congruent, 
simultaneous, at the same time, 
cooccurring, synchronous, 
synchronal; (v) coincide, of one mind, 
at one with. 

craftily: (adv) cunningly, shrewdly, 
astutely, smartly, slyly, trickily, 
deviously, dexterously, foxily, 
dishonestly, deceitfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) naively, honestly, 
brazenly. 

ill-timed: (adj) untimely, inopportune, 
undue, inappropriate, inept, 
inadmissible, disadvantageous. 

impress: (n, v) mark, print, stamp; (v) 
move, affect, inscribe, instill, touch, 
emboss, inculcate; (n) impression. 

inconceivably: (adv) unthinkably, 
amazingly, astoundingly, beyond 
belief, impenetrably, implausibly, 
unintelligibly, unfathomably, 
unbelievably, inexplicably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) conceivably. 

indistinctness: (n) faintness, fuzziness, 
vagueness, blurriness, fogginess, 
Intellectual indistinctness, 
opaqueness, opacity, uncertainty, 
ambiguity, obscurity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) distinctness, clearness, certainty, 
clarity. 

preternaturally: (adv) supernaturally, 
irregularly, transcendentally, 
extraordinarily, occultly, abnormally, 
strangely, outlandishly, uncannily, 
miraculously. 
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"Let him be quiet! What can he do better?" answered Clifford, with a still 
wilder gesture, pointing into the room which he had just quitted.  "As for us, 
Hepzibah, we can dance now!--we can sing, laugh, play, do what we will! The 
weight is gone, Hepzibah! It is gone off this weary old world, and we may be as 
light-hearted as little Phoebe herself." 

And, in accordance with his words, he began to laugh, still pointing his finger 
at the object, invisible to Hepzibah, within the parlor.  She was seized with a 
sudden intuition of some horrible thing.  She thrust herself past Clifford, and 
disappeared into the room; but almost immediately returned, with a cry choking 
in her throat.  Gazing at her brother with an affrighted glance of inquiry, she 
beheld him all in a tremor and a quake, from head to foot, while, amid these 
commoted elements of passion or alarm, still flickered his gusty mirth.%

"My God! what is to become of us?" gasped Hepzibah. 
"Come!" said Clifford in a tone of brief decision, most unlike what was usual 

with him.  "We stay here too long! Let us leave the old house to our cousin 
Jaffrey! He will take good care of it!" 

Hepzibah now noticed that Clifford had on a cloak,--a garment of long ago,--
in which he had constantly muffled himself during these days of easterly storm.  
He beckoned with his hand, and intimated, so far as she could comprehend him, 
his purpose that they should go together from the house.  There are chaotic, 
blind, or drunken moments, in the lives of persons who lack real force of 
character,--moments of test, in which courage would most assert itself,--but 
where these individuals, if left to themselves, stagger aimlessly along, or follow 
implicitly whatever guidance may befall them, even if it be a child's.  No matter 
how preposterous or insane, a purpose is a Godsend to them.   Hepzibah had 
reached this point.  Unaccustomed to action or responsibility,--full of horror at 
what she had seen, and afraid to inquire, or almost to imagine, how it had come 
to pass,--affrighted at the fatality which seemed to pursue her brother,--stupefied 
by the dim, thick, stifling atmosphere of dread which filled the house as with a 
death-smell, and obliterated all definiteness of thought,--she yielded without a 
question, and on the instant, to the will which Clifford expressed.  For herself, 
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aimlessly: (adv) indiscriminately, 
pointlessly, without aim, randomly, 
haphazardly, driftingly, blindly, 
erratically, objectlessly, desultorily, 
vagrantly. 

definiteness: (n) certainty, 
conclusiveness, accuracy, exactness, 
finality, decisiveness, definition, 
predictability, intelligibility, 
resolution, expressness. ANTONYM: 
(n) uncertainty. 

intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected.

light-hearted: (adj) merry, blithe, 
sunny, cheerful, vivacious, bright, 
festive, airy, buoyant, lighthearted, 
light. 

noticed: (adj) noted. 
obliterated: (adj) obliterate, destroyed, 

lost, forgotten, invisible; (v) erased, 
effaced. 

quake: (n) earthquake; (n, v) tremor, 
tremble, shudder, shake; (adj, n, v) 
shiver; (v) quail, flutter, flicker, 
vibrate, fluctuate. 

stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v) 
astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake, 
flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch; 
(adj, v) flabbergast. 

stifling: (adj) close, oppressive, 
sweltering, stuffy, heavy, hot, torrid, 
sticky; (n) crushing, quelling, 
suppression. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, airy, cool, temperate. 

wilder: (n) Samuel Wilder, Thornton 
Niven Wilder, Thornton Wilder, Billy 
Wilder. 

 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 243

she was like a person in a dream, when the will always sleeps.  Clifford, 
ordinarily so destitute of this faculty, had found it in the tension of the crisis.%

"Why do you delay so?" cried he sharply.  "Put on your cloak and hood, or 
whatever it pleases you to wear! No matter what; you cannot look beautiful nor 
brilliant, my poor Hepzibah! Take your purse, with money in it, and come 
along!" 

Hepzibah obeyed these instructions, as if nothing else were to be done or 
thought of.  She began to wonder, it is true, why she did not wake up, and at 
what still more intolerable pitch of dizzy trouble her spirit would struggle out of 
the maze, and make her conscious that nothing of all this had actually happened.  
Of course it was not real; no such black, easterly day as this had yet begun to be; 
Judge Pyncheon had not talked with, her.  Clifford had not laughed, pointed, 
beckoned her away with him; but she had merely been afflicted--as lonely 
sleepers often are--with a great deal of unreasonable misery, in a morning dream! 

"Now--now--I shall certainly awake!" thought Hepzibah, as she went to and 
fro, making her little preparations.  "I can bear it no longer I must wake up now!" 

But it came not, that awakening moment! It came not, even when, just before 
they left the house, Clifford stole to the parlor-door, and made a parting 
obeisance to the sole occupant of the room. 

"What an absurd figure the old fellow cuts now!" whispered he to Hepzibah.  
"Just when he fancied he had me completely under his thumb! Come, come; 
make haste! or he will start up, like Giant Despair in pursuit of Christian and 
Hopeful, and catch us yet!" 

As they passed into the street, Clifford directed Hepzibah's attention to 
something on one of the posts of the front door.  It was merely the initials of his 
own name, which, with somewhat of his characteristic grace about the forms of 
the letters, he had cut there when a boy.  The brother and sister departed, and left 
Judge Pyncheon sitting in the old home of his forefathers, all by himself; so 
heavy and lumpish that we can liken him to nothing better than a defunct 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

awakening: (n) arousal, waking up, 
revival, disenchantment, 
awakenment, introduction, 
provocation; (adj) arousing, moving, 
animating; (v) awake. ANTONYM: 
(n) suppression. 

cuts: (n) film waste. 
destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 

bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wealthy, privileged, prosperous, 

solvent. 
haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 

rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution. 

liken: (adj, v) compare; (v) equate, 
parallel, equalize, resemble, 
assimilate, associate, imitate, acquire, 
equalise; (adj) likely. 

lumpish: (adj) gawky, crass, lubberly, 
sluggish, inert, hulking, heavy,  

cumbersome, clumsy, dull; (v) 
massive. 

occupant: (n) tenant, inhabitant, 
dweller, denizen, occupier, inmate, 
holder, citizen, householder, 
dalesman, coaster. 

ordinarily: (adv) generally, usually, 
regularly, normally, frequently, 
customarily, habitually, routinely, 
middlingly, plainly, familiarly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unusually, rarely, 
strangely, exceptionally. 
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nightmare, %which had perished in the midst of its wickedness, and left its 
flabby corpse on the breast of the tormented one, to be gotten rid of as it might! 
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breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, chest, 
knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, heart; 
(n, v) front. 

corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, dead 
person, stiff, dead body, remains, 
corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) lich. 

flabby: (adj) feeble, flaccid, limp, 
languid, baggy, drooping, faint, lax, 
heavy, soft, slack. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
slim, skinny, fit. 

gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire. 
left: (adj) gone, absent, port, odd,  

remaining, larboard, gauche, sinister; 
(n) left hand, left wing, mitt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv, n) right; (adj) 
remaining, center, starboard, present.

midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist. 

nightmare: (n) incubus, fantasy, terror, 
trial, air drawn dagger, bugbear, 
fancy, vision, fear, horror, situation. 
ANTONYM: (n) reality. 

tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 
hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm. 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good. 
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CHAPTER  % XV I I   

 
THE  FL IGHT  OF  TWO OWLS  

 
 

SUMMER as it was, the east wind set poor Hepzibah's few remaining teeth 
chattering in her head, as she and Clifford faced it, on their way up Pyncheon 
Street, and towards the centre of the town.  Not merely was it the shiver which 
this pitiless blast brought to her frame (although her feet and hands, especially, 
had never seemed so death-a-cold as now), but there was a moral sensation, 
mingling itself with the physical chill, and causing her to shake more in spirit 
than in body.  The world's broad, bleak atmosphere was all so comfortless! Such, 
indeed, is the impression which it makes on every new adventurer, even if he 
plunge into it while the warmest tide of life is bubbling through his veins.  
What, then, must it have been to Hepzibah and Clifford,--so time-stricken as they 
were, yet so like children in their inexperience,--as they left the doorstep, and 
passed from beneath the wide shelter of the Pyncheon Elm! They were 
wandering all abroad, on precisely such a pilgrimage as a child often meditates, 
to the world's end, with perhaps a sixpence and a biscuit in his pocket.  In 
Hepzibah's mind, there was the wretched consciousness of being adrift.  She had 
lost the faculty of self-guidance; but, in view of the difficulties around her, felt it 
hardly worth an effort to regain it, and was, moreover, incapable of making one. 
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adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, 
rudderless, planless, insular, in 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) anchored, 
determined, purposeful, stable, 
moored. 

biscuit: (n) rusk, hardtack, cooky, 
cookie, bisque, tea biscuit, almond 
cookie, wafer, tan, sea bread, oreo. 

bubbling: (adj) sparkling, bubbly, 
frothy, foamy, sparkly, spumous,  

effervescing, fizzy, foaming; (n) 
solvent popping, effervescence. 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter. 

pilgrimage: (n, v) expedition, 
excursion; (v) trip, tour, 
peregrination, ramble, discursion, 
circuit; (n) hajj, haj, career. 

plunge: (n, v) drop, dive, fall, jump; (v) 
douse, duck, submerge, crash, dunk, 

plummet; (adj, v) immerse. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) rise; (v) hesitate; 
(n) improvement. 

regain: (v) retrieve, recoup, recuperate, 
reclaim, recapture, redeem, get, 
discover, feel, recall, get back. 

shiver: (n, v) shake, tremble, shudder, 
fragment, thrill, splinter, tingle; (v) 
quake, shatter, palpitate; (adj, v) 
break. 

sixpence: (n) bender, coin, teston, 
testern. 
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As they proceeded on their strange expedition, she now and then cast a look 
sidelong at Clifford, and could not but observe that he was possessed and 
swayed by a powerful excitement.  It was this, indeed, that gave him the control 
which he had at once, and so irresistibly, established over his movements.  It not 
a little resembled the exhilaration of wine.  Or, it might more fancifully be 
compared to a joyous piece of music, played with wild vivacity, but upon a 
disordered instrument.  As the cracked jarring note might always be heard, and 
as it jarred loudest amidst the loftiest exultation of the melody, so was there a 
continual quake through Clifford, causing him most to quiver while he wore a 
triumphant smile, and seemed almost under a necessity to skip in his gait.%

They met few people abroad, even on passing from the retired neighborhood 
of the House of the Seven Gables into what was ordinarily the more thronged 
and busier portion of the town. Glistening sidewalks, with little pools of rain, 
here and there, along their unequal surface; umbrellas displayed ostentatiously 
in the shop-windows, as if the life of trade had concentrated itself in that one 
article; wet leaves of the, horse-chestnut or elm-trees, torn off untimely by the 
blast and scattered along the public way; an unsightly, accumulation of mud in 
the middle of the street, which perversely grew the more unclean for its long and 
laborious washing,--these were the more definable points of a very sombre 
picture.  In the way of movement and human life, there was the hasty rattle of a 
cab or coach, its driver protected by a waterproof cap over his head and 
shoulders; the forlorn figure of an old man, who seemed to have crept out of 
some subterranean sewer, and was stooping along the kennel, and poking the 
wet rubbish with a stick, in quest of rusty nails; a merchant or two, at the door of 
the post-office, together with an editor and a miscellaneous politician, awaiting a 
dilatory mail; a few visages of retired sea-captains at the window of an insurance 
office, looking out vacantly at the vacant street, blaspheming at the weather, and 
fretting at the dearth as well of public news as local gossip.  What a treasure-
trove to these venerable quidnuncs, could they have guessed the secret which 
Hepzibah and Clifford were carrying along with them! But their two figures 
attracted hardly so much notice as that of a young girl, who passed at the same 
instant, and happened to raise her skirt a trifle too high above her ankles.  Had it 
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dilatory: (adj) slow, dawdling, tardy, 
Fabian, laggard, slack, poky, late, 
cautious, procrastinating; (adv) 
backward. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
diligent, ready. 

exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, 
ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow. 

fancifully: (adv) fantasticly, 
fantastically, chimerically, unreally,  

imaginarily, freakishly, bizarrely, 
visionarily, ideally, notionally, 
fancily. 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration. 

jarring: (adj, n) harsh, dissonant, 
inconsistent; (adj) rough, 
inharmonious, strident, grating, 
jolting, raucous, cacophonous, 
bumpy. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
usual. 

loftiest: (adj) uppermost, top, 
sovereign. 

thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
overflowing; (n) persistent. 

treasure-trove: (n) hoard. 
vacantly: (adj, adv) vacuously, 

expressionlessly, inanely; (adv) 
voidly, emptily, unoccupiedly, 
hollowly, unemployedly, 
thoughtlessly, freely, barely. 
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been a sunny and cheerful day, they could hardly have gone through the streets 
without making themselves obnoxious to remark.  Now, probably, they were felt 
to be in keeping with the dismal and bitter weather, and therefore did not stand 
out in strong relief, as if the sun were shining on them, but melted into the gray 
gloom and were forgotten as soon as gone.%

Poor Hepzibah! Could she have understood this fact, it would have brought 
her some little comfort; for, to all her other troubles, --strange to say!--there was 
added the womanish and old-maiden-like misery arising from a sense of 
unseemliness in her attire.  Thus, she was fain to shrink deeper into herself, as it 
were, as if in the hope of making people suppose that here was only a cloak and 
hood, threadbare and woefully faded, taking an airing in the midst of the storm, 
without any wearer! 

As they went on, the feeling of indistinctness and unreality kept dimly 
hovering round about her, and so diffusing itself into her system that one of her 
hands was hardly palpable to the touch of the other.  Any certainty would have 
been preferable to this.  She whispered to herself, again and again, "Am I 
awake?--Am I awake?" and sometimes exposed her face to the chill spatter of the 
wind, for the sake of its rude assurance that she was.  Whether it was Clifford's 
purpose, or only chance, had led them thither, they now found themselves 
passing beneath the arched entrance of a large structure of gray stone.  Within, 
there was a spacious breadth, and an airy height from floor to roof, now partially 
filled with smoke and steam, which eddied voluminously upward and formed a 
mimic cloud-region over their heads.  A train of cars was just ready for a start; 
the locomotive was fretting and fuming, like a steed impatient for a headlong 
rush; and the bell rang out its hasty peal, so well expressing the brief summons 
which life vouchsafes to us in its hurried career.  Without question or delay,--
with the irresistible decision, if not rather to be called recklessness, which had so 
strangely taken possession of him, and through him of Hepzibah,--Clifford 
impelled her towards the cars, and assisted her to enter.  The signal was given; 
the engine puffed forth its short, quick breaths; the train began its movement; 
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fuming: (adj) enraged, incensed, 
boiling, irate, livid, mad, furious, 
violent; (v) wild, raving, ready to 
burst. ANTONYM: (adj) pleased. 

spatter: (n, v) splash, plash, sputter; (v) 
dash, slop, scatter, smear, spit, spray, 
squirt, soil. 

steed: (n) horse, mount, charger, 
knight, courser, warhorse, pony, 
stallion, mare. 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; (adj) 

hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 
pristine, original. 

unseemliness: (n) indecency, 
indecorum, indiscretion, ineptitude, 
ineptness, rudeness, tactlessness, 
unsuitability, indecorousness, bad 
taste, inappropriateness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) politeness, 
propriety, decency. 

voluminously: (adv) greatly,  

massively, extensively, roomily, 
vastly, copiously, prolificly, 
comprehensively, prolifically, 
commodiously, spaciously. 

woefully: (adv) lamentably, 
deplorably, unhappily, mournfully, 
wretchedly, gloomily, ruefully; (adj, 
adv) grievously, dreadfully, 
piteously, miserably. 

womanish: (adj) tender, feminine, 
female, womanlike, womanly, weak, 
unmanly. 
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and, along with a hundred other passengers, these two unwonted travellers sped 
onward like the wind.%

At last, therefore, and after so long estrangement from everything that the 
world acted or enjoyed, they had been drawn into the great current of human 
life, and were swept away with it, as by the suction of fate itself. 

Still haunted with the idea that not one of the past incidents, inclusive of 
Judge Pyncheon's visit, could be real, the recluse of the Seven Gables murmured 
in her brother's ear,-- 

"Clifford! Clifford! Is not this a dream?" 
"A dream, Hepzibah!" repeated he, almost laughing in her face. "On the 

contrary, I have never been awake before!" 
Meanwhile, looking from the window, they could see the world racing past 

them.  At one moment, they were rattling through a solitude; the next, a village 
had grown up around them; a few breaths more, and it had vanished, as if 
swallowed by an earthquake. The spires of meeting-houses seemed set adrift 
from their foundations; the broad-based hills glided away.  Everything was 
unfixed from its age-long rest, and moving at whirlwind speed in a direction 
opposite to their own. 

Within the car there was the usual interior life of the railroad, offering little to 
the observation of other passengers, but full of novelty for this pair of strangely 
enfranchised prisoners.  It was novelty enough, indeed, that there were fifty 
human beings in close relation with them, under one long and narrow roof, and 
drawn onward by the same mighty influence that had taken their two selves into 
its grasp.  It seemed marvellous how all these people could remain so quietly in 
their seats, while so much noisy strength was at work in their behalf.  Some, with 
tickets in their hats (long travellers these, before whom lay a hundred miles of 
railroad), had plunged into the English scenery and adventures of pamphlet 
novels, and were keeping company with dukes and earls.  Others, whose briefer 
span forbade their devoting themselves to studies so abstruse, beguiled the little 
tedium of the way with penny-papers.  A party of girls, and one young man, on 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

inclusive: (adj) included, broad, 
comprehensive, sweeping, overall, 
total, general, whole, extensive, 
complete; (v) include. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) local, narrow, sketchy, elite, 
partial, restricted. 

miles: (adj) far. 
pamphlet: (n) book, leaflet, booklet, 

flyer, magazine, treatise, tract, 
writing, literature, folder, lampoon. 

rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy,  

spanking, merry; (adv) very, real. 
selves: (pron) oneself. 
sped: (v) done for. 
suction: (n) sucking, intake, aspiration, 

absorption, uptake, traction, 
leverage, ingestion, consumption, 
draft, force per unit area. 

tedium: (n) ennui, monotony, 
tediousness, dullness, sameness, 
dreariness, lifelessness, difficulty, 
drabness; (adj) dull work, humdrum. 
ANTONYMS: (n) excitement,  

diversion, variation, entertainment, 
ease. 

unfixed: (adj, v) uncertain, vague, 
ambiguous, undetermined; (adj) 
unsettled, nebulous, unstable, 
undefined, loose; (adj, adv) moving; 
(v) stray. ANTONYMS: (adj) fixed, 
constant, definite. 

whirlwind: (n) tornado, hurricane, 
twister, gale, tempest, cyclone, 
typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 
flurry, dust devil. 
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opposite sides of the car, found huge amusement in a game of ball.  They tossed 
it to and fro, with peals of laughter that might be measured by mile-lengths; for, 
faster than the nimble ball could fly, the merry players fled unconsciously along, 
leaving the trail of their mirth afar behind, and ending their game under another 
sky than had witnessed its commencement.  Boys, with apples, cakes, candy, and 
rolls of variously tinctured lozenges,--merchandise that reminded Hepzibah of 
her deserted shop,--appeared at each momentary stopping-place, doing up their 
business in a hurry, or breaking it short off, lest the market should ravish them 
away with it.  New people continually entered. Old acquaintances--for such they 
soon grew to be, in this rapid current of affairs--continually departed.  Here and 
there, amid the rumble and the tumult, sat one asleep.  Sleep; sport; business; 
graver or lighter study; and the common and inevitable movement onward! It 
was life itself! 

Clifford's naturally poignant sympathies were all aroused.  He caught the 
color of what was passing about him, and threw it back more vividly than he 
received it, but mixed, nevertheless, with a lurid and portentous hue.  Hepzibah, 
on the other hand, felt herself more apart from human kind than even in the 
seclusion which she had just quitted.%

"You are not happy, Hepzibah!" said Clifford apart, in a tone of approach.  
"You are thinking of that dismal old house, and of Cousin, Jaffrey"--here came 
the quake through him,--"and of Cousin Jaffrey sitting there, all by himself! Take 
my advice, --follow my example,--and let such things slip aside.  Here we are, in 
the world, Hepzibah!--in the midst of life!--in the throng of our fellow beings! Let 
you and I be happy! As happy as that youth and those pretty girls, at their game 
of ball!" 

"Happy--" thought Hepzibah, bitterly conscious, at the word, of her dull and 
heavy heart, with the frozen pain in it,--"happy.  He is mad already; and, if I 
could once feel myself broad awake, I should go mad too!" 

If a fixed idea be madness, she was perhaps not remote from it. Fast and far 
as they had rattled and clattered along the iron track, they might just as well, as 
regarded Hepzibah's mental images, have been passing up and down Pyncheon 
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afar: (adv) off, away, far away, 
distantly, beyond, Afar off, in the 
distance, by far, apart; (adj) outlying, 
far. ANTONYMS: (adv) close, nearby, 
near; (prep) within. 

graver: (v) style, denominate, entitle, 
fashion; (n) engraver, graving tool. 

lurid: (adj) ghastly, grisly, gruesome, 
loud, frightful, sharp, shocking, 
gaudy, sensational, hideous, horrific. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) subtle, muted, 
bland, dull, modest. 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, brisk, 
spry, alert, expeditious, energetic, 
clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit. 

portentous: (adj) fateful, 
extraordinary, pompous, amazing, 
pontifical, prodigious, grandiloquent, 
sinister, unusual, foreboding, 
astonishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
modest, promising. 

ravish: (v) charm, enrapture, rape,  

violate, delight, captivate, defile, 
deflower, force, transport, enchant. 
ANTONYM: (v) disenchant. 

rumble: (n, v) murmur, roll, roar, 
grumble, mutter, bang, brawl, sound; 
(v) growl; (n) peal, noise. 

throng: (n, v) swarm, herd, mob, flock, 
press; (n) multitude, host, horde, 
mass, assembly, concourse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trickle, few; (v) 
disperse. 
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Street.  With miles and miles of varied scenery between, there was no scene for 
her save the seven old gable-peaks, with their moss, and the tuft of weeds in one 
of the angles, and the shop-window, and a customer shaking the door, and 
compelling the little bell to jingle fiercely, but without disturbing Judge 
Pyncheon! This one old house was everywhere! It transported its great, 
lumbering bulk with more than railroad speed, and set itself phlegmatically 
down on whatever spot she glanced at.  The quality of Hepzibah's mind was too 
unmalleable to take new impressions so readily as Clifford's. He had a winged 
nature; she was rather of the vegetable kind, and could hardly be kept long alive, 
if drawn up by the roots.  Thus it happened that the relation heretofore existing 
between her brother and herself was changed.  At home, she was his guardian; 
here, Clifford had become hers, and seemed to comprehend whatever belonged 
to their new position with a singular rapidity of intelligence.  He had been 
startled into manhood and intellectual vigor; or, at least, into a condition that 
resembled them, though it might be both diseased and transitory.%

The conductor now applied for their tickets; and Clifford, who had made 
himself the purse-bearer, put a bank-note into his hand, as he had observed 
others do. 

"For the lady and yourself?" asked the conductor.  "And how far?" 
"As far as that will carry us," said Clifford.  "It is no great matter.  We are 

riding for pleasure merely." 
"You choose a strange day for it, sir!" remarked a gimlet-eyed old gentleman 

on the other side of the car, looking at Clifford and his companion, as if curious 
to make them out."  The best chance of pleasure, in an easterly rain, I take it, is in 
a man's own house, with a nice little fire in the chimney." 

"I cannot precisely agree with you," said Clifford, courteously bowing to the 
old gentleman, and at once taking up the clew of conversation which the latter 
had proffered.  "It had just occurred to me, on the contrary, that this admirable 
invention of the railroad --with the vast and inevitable improvements to be 
looked for, both as to speed and convenience--is destined to do away with those 
stale ideas of home and fireside, and substitute something better." 
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bank-note: (n) greenback. 
bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 

gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive. 

courteously: (adv) graciously, civilly, 
considerately, decorously, decently, 
gallantly, obligingly, urbanely, 
suavely, thoughtfully, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
uncooperatively, disrespectfully,  

impolitely. 
jingle: (n, v) ring, chime, ding, clank; 

(v) clang, clink, tinkle, rattle, sound, 
peal; (n) chink. ANTONYM: (n) 
silence. 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty. 

phlegmatically: (adj, adv)  

phlegmaticly; (adv) indifferently, 
stolidly, unconcernedly, impassively, 
listlessly, sluggishly, passively, 
inertly, carelessly, lackadaisically. 

rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
promptness, dispatch, celerity, haste, 
velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: (n) 
tardiness. 

winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed. 
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"In the name of common-sense," asked the old gentleman rather testily, 
"what can be better for a man than his own parlor and chimney-corner?"%

"These things have not the merit which many good people attribute to them," 
replied Clifford.  "They may be said, in few and pithy words, to have ill served a 
poor purpose.  My impression is, that our wonderfully increased and still 
increasing facilities of locomotion are destined to bring us around again to the 
nomadic state.  You are aware, my dear sir,--you must have observed it in your 
own experience,--that all human progress is in a circle; or, to use a more accurate 
and beautiful figure, in an ascending spiral curve.  While we fancy ourselves 
going straight forward, and attaining, at every step, an entirely new position of 
affairs, we do actually return to something long ago tried and abandoned, but 
which we now find etherealized, refined, and perfected to its ideal.  The past is 
but a coarse and sensual prophecy of the present and the future.  To apply this 
truth to the topic now under discussion.  In the early epochs of our race, men 
dwelt in temporary huts, of bowers of branches, as easily constructed as a bird's-
nest, and which they built,--if it should be called building, when such sweet 
homes of a summer solstice rather grew than were made with hands,--which 
Nature, we will say, assisted them to rear where fruit abounded, where fish and 
game were plentiful, or, most especially, where the sense of beauty was to be 
gratified by a lovelier shade than elsewhere, and a more exquisite arrangement 
of lake, wood, and hill.  This life possessed a charm which, ever since man 
quitted it, has vanished from existence.  And it typified something better than 
itself.  It had its drawbacks; such as hunger and thirst, inclement weather, hot 
sunshine, and weary and foot-blistering marches over barren and ugly tracts, 
that lay between the sites desirable for their fertility and beauty.  But in our 
ascending spiral, we escape all this.  These railroads--could but the whistle be 
made musical, and the rumble and the jar got rid of--are positively the greatest 
blessing that the ages have wrought out for us.  They give us wings; they 
annihilate the toil and dust of pilgrimage; they spiritualize travel! Transition 
being so facile, what can be any man's inducement to tarry in one spot? Why, 
therefore, should he build a more cumbrous habitation than can readily be 
carried off with him? Why should he make himself a prisoner for life in brick, 
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annihilate: (v) eradicate, exterminate, 
eliminate, wipe out, extinguish, 
destroy, quash, crush, demolish, 
quench, extirpate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
build, help, save, protect, surrender. 

bird's-nest: (n) Monotropa, crow's-
nest. 

cumbrous: (adj) unwieldy, weighty, 
massive, heavy, bulky, awkward, 
ponderous, clumsy, vexatious, 
burdensome, inept. 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj)  

effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, 
expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original. 

inducement: (n) enticement, 
attraction, cause, incitement, impulse, 
temptation, bait, impetus, occasion, 
motive, goad. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disincentive, deterrent. 

marches: (n) precinct, Marche, stint. 
pithy: (adj, v) brief, compact; (adj) 

laconic, curt, succinct, short, forceful, 

sententious, meaty; (v) dense, close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, lengthy, 
mild, verbose, convoluted. 

solstice: (n) height, cosmic time. 
tarry: (v) linger, loiter, stay, remain, 

delay, lag, dally, dawdle, bide, rest; 
(adj) pitchy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complete, finish. 

testily: (adv) irritably, pettishly, 
peevishly, grumpily, fretfully, 
waspishly, tetchily, crankily, 
touchily, snappishly, cantankerously. 
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and stone, and old worm-eaten timber, when he may just as easily dwell, in one 
sense, nowhere,--in a better sense, wherever the fit and beautiful shall offer him a 
home?" 

Clifford's countenance glowed, as he divulged this theory; a youthful 
character shone out from within, converting the wrinkles and pallid duskiness of 
age into an almost transparent mask.  The merry girls let their ball drop upon the 
floor, and gazed at him.  They said to themselves, perhaps, that, before his hair 
was gray and the crow's-feet tracked his temples, this now decaying man must 
have stamped the impress of his features on many a woman's heart.  But, alas! no 
woman's eye had seen his face while it was beautiful.%

"I should scarcely call it an improved state of things," observed Clifford's new 
acquaintance, "to live everywhere and nowhere!" 

"Would you not?" exclaimed Clifford, with singular energy.  "It is as clear to 
me as sunshine,--were there any in the sky,--that the greatest possible stumbling-
blocks in the path of human happiness and improvement are these heaps of 
bricks and stones, consolidated with mortar, or hewn timber, fastened together 
with spike-nails, which men painfully contrive for their own torment, and call 
them house and home! The soul needs air; a wide sweep and frequent change of 
it.  Morbid influences, in a thousand-fold variety, gather about hearths, and 
pollute the life of households. There is no such unwholesome atmosphere as that 
of an old home, rendered poisonous by one's defunct forefathers and relatives.  I 
speak of what I know.  There is a certain house within my familiar recollection,--
one of those peaked-gable (there are seven of them), projecting-storied edifices, 
such as you occasionally see in our older towns,--a rusty, crazy, creaky, dry-
rotted, dingy, dark, and miserable old dungeon, with an arched window over the 
porch, and a little shop-door on one side, and a great, melancholy elm before it! 
Now, sir, whenever my thoughts recur to this seven-gabled mansion (the fact is 
so very curious that I must needs mention it), immediately I have a vision or 
image of an elderly man, of remarkably stern countenance, sitting in an oaken 
elbow-chair, dead, stone-dead, with an ugly flow of blood upon his shirt-bosom! 
Dead, but with open eyes! He taints the whole house, as I remember it.  I could 
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creaky: (adj) decrepit, arthritic, infirm, 
screechy, squeaky, feeble, 
rheumatoid, worn, woebegone, stiff; 
(v) rickety. 

defunct: (adj) deceased, inanimate, 
late, extinct, departed, lifeless; (n) 
reliquiae, dust, earth, mortal remains, 
relics. ANTONYMS: (adj) existing, 
thriving, surviving, operating, alive, 
current. 

divulged: (adj) out of the closet, 
exposed. 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate. 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid. 

pollute: (adj, v) defile, taint, debase, 
infect, poison, maculate, desecrate; 
(adj, n, v) corrupt; (v) foul, dirty,  

befoul. ANTONYMS: (v) clean, 
purify, respect. 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease. 

singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary. 
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never flourish there, nor be happy, nor do nor enjoy what God meant me to do 
and enjoy." 

His face darkened, and seemed to contract, and shrivel itself up, and wither 
into age.%

"Never, sir" he repeated.  "I could never draw cheerful breath there!" 
"I should think not," said the old gentleman, eyeing Clifford earnestly, and 

rather apprehensively.  "I should conceive not, sir, with that notion in your 
head!" 

"Surely not," continued Clifford; "and it were a relief to me if that house could 
be torn down, or burnt up, and so the earth be rid of it, and grass be sown 
abundantly over its foundation.  Not that I should ever visit its site again! for, sir, 
the farther I get away from it, the more does the joy, the lightsome freshness, the 
heart-leap, the intellectual dance, the youth, in short,--yes, my youth, my youth!--
the more does it come back to me.  No longer ago than this morning, I was old.  I 
remember looking in the glass, and wondering at my own gray hair, and the 
wrinkles, many and deep, right across my brow, and the furrows down my 
cheeks, and the prodigious trampling of crow's-feet about my temples! It was too 
soon! I could not bear it! Age had no right to come! I had not lived! But now do I 
look old? If so, my aspect belies me strangely; for--a great weight being off my 
mind--I feel in the very heyday of my youth, with the world and my best days 
before me!" 

"I trust you may find it so," said the old gentleman, who seemed rather 
embarrassed, and desirous of avoiding the observation which Clifford's wild talk 
drew on them both.  "You have my best wishes for it." 

"For Heaven's sake, dear Clifford, be quiet!" whispered his sister. "They think 
you mad." 

"Be quiet yourself, Hepzibah!" returned her brother.  "No matter what they 
think! I am not mad.  For the first time in thirty years my thoughts gush up and 
find words ready for them.  I must talk, and I will!" 

He turned again towards the old gentleman, and renewed the conversation. 
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apprehensively: (adv) uneasily, 
fearfully, worriedly, solicitously, 
timidly, restlessly, nervously, 
timorously, suspiciously, uncertainly, 
hesitantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
calmly, fearlessly, trustingly, 
unconcernedly. 

desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; (adj, 
v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring,  

unconcerned. 
drew: (n) move, John Drew. 
farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) 

additional, more, distant; (adv) 
furthermore, besides, abroad, in 
addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; 
(pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) 
within; (adv) nearer, closer. 

heyday: (n) efflorescence, peak, bloom, 
blossom, flush, flower, zenith, prime, 
exultation, period, revelling. 
ANTONYM: (n) nadir. 

shrivel: (v) contract, wither, dwindle, 
fade, narrow, scorch, atrophy, blight, 
dry, blast, reduce. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bloom, expand. 

sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
sative. 

temples: (n) brow. 
wither: (v) shrink, wilt, contract, 

shrivel, languish, droop, dry, waste, 
wane, atrophy, decay. ANTONYMS: 
(v) swell, strengthen, grow, blossom, 
flourish. 
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"Yes, my dear sir," said he, "it is my firm belief and hope that these terms of 
roof and hearth-stone, which have so long been held to embody something 
sacred, are soon to pass out of men's daily use, and be forgotten.  Just imagine, 
for a moment, how much of human evil will crumble away, with this one 
change! What we call real estate--the solid ground to build a house on--is the 
broad foundation on which nearly all the guilt of this world rests. A man will 
commit almost any wrong,--he will heap up an immense pile of wickedness, as 
hard as granite, and which will weigh as heavily upon his soul, to eternal ages,--
only to build a great, gloomy, dark-chambered mansion, for himself to die in, 
and for his posterity to be miserable in.  He lays his own dead corpse beneath the 
underpinning, as one may say, and hangs his frowning picture on the wall, and, 
after thus converting himself into an evil destiny, expects his remotest great-
grandchildren to be happy there.  I do not speak wildly.  I have just such a house 
in my mind's eye!"%

"Then, sir," said the old gentleman, getting anxious to drop the subject, "you 
are not to blame for leaving it." 

"Within the lifetime of the child already born," Clifford went on, "all this will 
be done away.  The world is growing too ethereal and spiritual to bear these 
enormities a great while longer.  To me, though, for a considerable period of 
time, I have lived chiefly in retirement, and know less of such things than most 
men,--even to me, the harbingers of a better era are unmistakable.  Mesmerism, 
now! Will that effect nothing, think you, towards purging away the grossness 
out of human life?" 

"All a humbug!" growled the old gentleman." 
These rapping spirits, that little Phoebe told us of, the other day," said 

Clifford,--"what are these but the messengers of the spiritual world, knocking at 
the door of substance? And it shall be flung wide open!" 

"A humbug, again!" cried the old gentleman, growing more and more testy at 
these glimpses of Clifford's metaphysics.  "I should like to rap with a good stick 
on the empty pates of the dolts who circulate such nonsense!" 
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embody: (v) comprehend, comprise, 
personify, body, represent, 
exemplify, typify, encompass, 
incorporate, materialize, integrate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divide, exclude, 
disembody. 

frowning: (adj) dismal, dark, gloomy, 
lowering, scowling, frowny, clouded; 
(adv) frowningly; (n) austere, 
boisterous, coarse. 

grossness: (n) commonness, 
vulgarism, inelegance, obscenity,  

vulgarity, corpulence, indecency, 
crassitude, crassness, crudity, 
density. 

humbug: (n) deceit, cheat, claptrap, 
fake, faker, deception, boloney; (n, v) 
hoax, cant, duplicity; (v) hum. 

metaphysics: (n) ontology, 
metaphysic, outside actual 
experience, ontological, cosmological, 
philosophy. 

purging: (n) purge, catharsis, 
purgation, cleaning, cleanup,  

purification, clearing, katharsis, 
abreaction; (adj) purifying, 
purgatorial. 

testy: (adj) petulant, irritable, crabby, 
irascible, fractious, cantankerous, 
cranky, cross, techy, fretful, tetchy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, pleasant, 
cheerful. 

underpinning: (n) groundwork, 
footing, base, basis, support, root, 
bedrock, prop, column, brace, stay. 
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"Then there is electricity,--the demon, the angel, the mighty physical power, 
the all-pervading intelligence!" exclaimed Clifford. "Is that a humbug, too?  Is it a 
fact--or have I dreamt it--that, by means of electricity, the world of matter has 
become a great nerve, vibrating thousands of miles in a breathless point of time? 
Rather, the round globe is a vast head, a brain, instinct with intelligence! Or, shall 
we say, it is itself a thought, nothing but thought, and no longer the substance 
which we deemed it!"%

"If you mean the telegraph," said the old gentleman, glancing his eye toward 
its wire, alongside the rail-track, "it is an excellent thing,--that is, of course, if the 
speculators in cotton and politics don't get possession of it.  A great thing, 
indeed, sir, particularly as regards the detection of bank-robbers and murderers." 

"I don't quite like it, in that point of view," replied Clifford. "A bank-robber, 
and what you call a murderer, likewise, has his rights, which men of enlightened 
humanity and conscience should regard in so much the more liberal spirit, 
because the bulk of society is prone to controvert their existence.  An almost 
spiritual medium, like the electric telegraph, should be consecrated to high, 
deep, joyful, and holy missions.  Lovers, day by, day--hour by hour, if so often 
moved to do it,--might send their heart-throbs from Maine to Florida, with some 
such words as these `I love you forever!' --`My heart runs over with love!'--`I love 
you more than I can!' and, again, at the next message 'I have lived an hour 
longer, and love you twice as much!' Or, when a good man has departed, his 
distant friend should be conscious of an electric thrill, as from the world of 
happy spirits, telling him 'Your dear friend is in bliss!' Or, to an absent husband, 
should come tidings thus `An immortal being, of whom you are the father, has 
this moment come from God!' and immediately its little voice would seem to 
have reached so far, and to be echoing in his heart.  But for these poor rogues, 
the bank-robbers,--who, after all, are about as honest as nine people in ten, except 
that they disregard certain formalities, and prefer to transact business at 
midnight rather than 'Change-hours, --and for these murderers, as you phrase it, 
who are often excusable in the motives of their deed, and deserve to be ranked 
among public benefactors, if we consider only its result,--for unfortunate 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

consecrated: (adj) consecrate, blessed, 
sanctified, hallowed, holy, dedicated, 
divine, devoted, adopted; (adj, prep) 
set apart; (prep) dedicate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secular. 

controvert: (v) confute, debate, 
dispute, gainsay, negate, negative, 
oppose, question, rebut, refute, 
argue. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, 
corroborate, harmonize, prove. 

demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon,  

goblin, deuce, genie, elf. ANTONYM: 
(n) saint. 

echoing: (adj) resonant, hollow, 
resounding, deep, booming, loud, 
ringing, spacious, vast; (n) imitation, 
roll. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, weak, 
cramped. 

excusable: (adj) pardonable, justifiable, 
defensible, forgivable, warrantable, 
permissible, slight, understandable, 
minor, vindicable, tenable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unforgivable,  

unallowable, indefensible, blameable. 
glancing: (adj) passing. 
immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, 

undying, endless, monumental; (adj, 
v) deathless, imperishable, 
celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
forgettable, perishable, temporary. 

ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, 
graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
hierarchic. 

thousands: (n) myriad, much, many. 
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individuals like these, I really cannot applaud the enlistment of an immaterial 
and miraculous power in the universal world-hunt at their heels!" 

"You can't, hey?" cried the old gentleman, with a hard look.%

"Positively, no!" answered Clifford.  "It puts them too miserably at 
disadvantage.  For example, sir, in a dark, low, cross-beamed, panelled room of 
an old house, let us suppose a dead man, sitting in an arm-chair, with a blood-
stain on his shirt-bosom, --and let us add to our hypothesis another man, issuing 
from the house, which he feels to be over-filled with the dead man's presence,--
and let us lastly imagine him fleeing, Heaven knows whither, at the speed of a 
hurricane, by railroad! Now, sir, if the fugitive alight in some distant town, and 
find all the people babbling about that self-same dead man, whom he has fled so 
far to avoid the sight and thought of, will you not allow that his natural rights 
have been infringed? He has been deprived of his city of refuge, and, in my 
humble opinion, has suffered infinite wrong!" 

"You are a strange man; sir" said the old gentleman, bringing his gimlet-eye 
to a point on Clifford, as if determined to bore right into him.  "I can't see 
through you!" 

"No, I'll be bound you can't!" cried Clifford, laughing.  "And yet, my dear sir, 
I am as transparent as the water of Maule's well! But come, Hepzibah! We have 
flown far enough for once.  Let us alight, as the birds do, and perch ourselves on 
the nearest twig, and consult wither we shall fly next!" 

Just then, as it happened, the train reached a solitary way-station. Taking 
advantage of the brief pause, Clifford left the car, and drew Hepzibah along with 
him.  A moment afterwards, the train--with all the life of its interior, amid which 
Clifford had made himself so conspicuous an object--was gliding away in the 
distance, and rapidly lessening to a point which, in another moment, vanished.  
The world had fled away from these two wanderers.  They gazed drearily about 
them.  At a little distance stood a wooden church, black with age, and in a dismal 
state of ruin and decay, with broken windows, a great rift through the main body 
of the edifice, and a rafter dangling from the top of the square tower.  Farther off 
was a farm-house, in the old style, as venerably black as the church, with a roof 
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applaud: (v) praise, eulogize, cheer, 
extol, hail, admire, clap, commend, 
approve, compliment, exalt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) criticize, disparage, 
lament, hiss, censure, commiserate, 
condemn. 

babbling: (adj) loquacious, telltale, 
voluble, blatant, blathering, 
blithering, gabbling, garrulous, 
jabbering; (n) stultiloquy, 
stultiloquence. 

enlistment: (n) conscription,  

recruitment, duty tour, enrollment, 
period, check, arrest, amount of time, 
hitch, engagement, mobilization. 

fugitive: (adj) ephemeral, fleeting, 
momentary, elusive, caducous; (n) 
escapee, absconder, deserter, 
emigrant, criminal; (v) fugacious. 

gliding: (adj) sliding, flying, slipping, 
labent, elusory; (n) sailing, soaring, 
flight, glissando; (v) slither; (adv) 
glidingly. 

immaterial: (adj) insignificant,  

inconsequential, irrelevant, 
disembodied, incorporeal, trivial, 
bodiless, spiritual, unimportant, 
extraneous, psychic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) significant, material, corporeal, 
physical, tangible, important. 

rafter: (n) balk, girder, timber, 
raftsman, joist, baulk, summer, trave, 
Travis, transom, lintel. 

twig: (n) sprig, bough, limb, shoot, 
offshoot, spray, branchlet, scion, 
stalk; (n, v) stick; (v) grasp. 
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sloping downward from the three-story peak, to within a man's height of the 
ground.  It seemed uninhabited.  There were the relics of a wood-pile, indeed, 
near the door, but with grass sprouting up among the chips and scattered logs.  
The small rain-drops came down aslant; the wind was not turbulent, but sullen, 
and full of chilly moisture.%

Clifford shivered from head to foot.  The wild effervescence of his mood--
which had so readily supplied thoughts, fantasies, and a strange aptitude of 
words, and impelled him to talk from the mere necessity of giving vent to this 
bubbling-up gush of ideas had entirely subsided.  A powerful excitement had 
given him energy and vivacity.  Its operation over, he forthwith began to sink. 

"You must take the lead now, Hepzibah!" murmured he, with a torpid and 
reluctant utterance.  "Do with me as you will!"  She knelt down upon the 
platform where they were standing and lifted her clasped hands to the sky.  The 
dull, gray weight of clouds made it invisible; but it was no hour for disbelief,--no 
juncture this to question that there was a sky above, and an Almighty Father 
looking from it! 

"O God!"--ejaculated poor, gaunt Hepzibah,--then paused a moment, to 
consider what her prayer should be,--"O God,--our Father, --are we not thy 
children? Have mercy on us!" 
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aptitude: (n) capability, skill, capacity, 
fitness, facility, dexterity, potential, 
talent, flair, gift, proficiency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inability, 
inaptitude, stupidity, disinclination, 
incapacity, skillessness, 
incompetence. 

chilly: (adj, adv) unfriendly; (adv) 
coolly, frigidly; (adj) cool, bleak, 
algid, freezing, frozen, icy, frosty; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, 
tropical, responsive, mild,  

welcoming, friendly, balmy, torrid. 
gaunt: (adj) lean, thin, cadaverous, 

desolate, bleak, dreary, meager, 
bony, angular, lanky, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, rounded, 
obese. 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera. 

sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 
slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope,  

aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
horizontal, upright. 

sprouting: (n) germination, growth, 
shooting, ontogenesis, maturation; 
(adj) growing, evolving, green, 
embryonic, emergent, nascent. 

uninhabited: (adj) empty, desert, 
desolate, vacant, unoccupied, 
unpopulated, uninhabitable, lonely, 
untenanted, unsettled, waste. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhabited, 
overcrowded, populous. 
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CHAPTER  XV I I I   

 
GOVERNOR PYNCHEON  

 
 

JUDGE PYNCHEON, while his two relatives have fled away with such ill-
considered haste, still sits in the old parlor, keeping house, as the familiar phrase 
is, in the absence of its ordinary occupants. To him, and to the venerable House 
of the Seven Gables, does our story now betake itself, like an owl, bewildered in 
the daylight, and hastening back to his hollow tree.%

The Judge has not shifted his position for a long while now.  He has not 
stirred hand or foot, nor withdrawn his eyes so much as a hair's-breadth from 
their fixed gaze towards the corner of the room, since the footsteps of Hepzibah 
and Clifford creaked along the passage, and the outer door was closed cautiously 
behind their exit.  He holds his watch in his left hand, but clutched in such a 
manner that you cannot see the dial-plate.  How profound a fit of meditation! Or, 
supposing him asleep, how infantile a quietude of conscience, and what 
wholesome order in the gastric region, are betokened by slumber so entirely 
undisturbed with starts, cramp, twitches, muttered dreamtalk, trumpet-blasts 
through the nasal organ, or any slightest irregularity of breath! You must hold 
your own breath, to satisfy yourself whether he breathes at all.  It is quite 
inaudible.  You hear the ticking of his watch; his breath you do not hear.  A 
most refreshing slumber, doubtless! And yet, the Judge cannot be asleep.  His 
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cramp: (v) restrict, constrict, confine, 
bind, limit, hamper; (n, v) spasm, 
pinch; (n) crick, pain, constraint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, permit, 
liberate; (n) release. 

ill-considered: (adj) rash, ill-advised, 
imprudent, thoughtless, unguarded, 
premature, unwise, irresponsible, 
foolish, short-sighted, frivolous. 

inaudible: (adj) indistinct, 
imperceptible, inarticulate, noiseless, 
quiet, faint, out of hearing, muffled,  

silent, unheard, low. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) audible, obvious. 

infantile: (adj) immature, infant, 
babyish, infantine, young, juvenile, 
childlike, baby, adolescent, puerile, 
little. ANTONYM: (adj) old. 

irregularity: (n) abnormality, anomaly, 
eccentricity, inequality, deviation, 
aberration, constipation, exception, 
unevenness, variation; (adj, n) 
deformity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
symmetry, normality, regularity,  

dependability, equality, frequency, 
evenness, consistency, predictability, 
smoothness. 

ticking: (n) tick, cloth, fabric, ticken; 
(adj) living. 

wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
salubrious, healthful, salutary, sound, 
good, nutritious, nourishing, pure, 
hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
decadent, deadly, unsavory. 
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eyes are open! A veteran politician, such as he, would never fall asleep with 
wide-open eyes, lest some enemy or mischief-maker, taking him thus at 
unawares, should peep through these windows into his consciousness, and make 
strange discoveries among the remniniscences, projects, hopes, apprehensions, 
weaknesses, and strong points, which he has heretofore shared with nobody.  A 
cautious man is proverbially said to sleep with one eye open.  That may be 
wisdom.  But not with both; for this were heedlessness! No, no! Judge Pyncheon 
cannot be asleep.%

It is odd, however, that a gentleman so burdened with engagements, --and 
noted, too, for punctuality,--should linger thus in an old lonely mansion, which 
he has never seemed very fond of visiting. The oaken chair, to be sure, may 
tempt him with its roominess. It is, indeed, a spacious, and, allowing for the 
rude age that fashioned it, a moderately easy seat, with capacity enough, at all 
events, and offering no restraint to the Judge's breadth of beam.  A bigger man 
might find ample accommodation in it.  His ancestor, now pictured upon the 
wall, with all his English beef about him, used hardly to present a front 
extending from elbow to elbow of this chair, or a base that would cover its whole 
cushion.  But there are better chairs than this,--mahogany, black walnut, 
rosewood, spring-seated and damask-cushioned, with varied slopes, and 
innumerable artifices to make them easy, and obviate the irksomeness of too 
tame an ease,--a score of such might be at Judge Pyncheon's service.  Yes! in a 
score of drawing-rooms he would be more than welcome.  Mamma would 
advance to meet him, with outstretched hand; the virgin daughter, elderly as he 
has now got to be,--an old widower, as he smilingly describes himself,--would 
shake up the cushion for the Judge, and do her pretty utmost to make him 
comfortable.  For the Judge is a prosperous man.  He cherishes his schemes, 
moreover, like other people, and reasonably brighter than most others; or did so, 
at least, as he lay abed this morning, in an agreeable half-drowse, planning the 
business of the day, and speculating on the probabilities of the next fifteen years.  
With his firm health, and the little inroad that age has made upon him, fifteen 
years or twenty--yes, or perhaps five-and-twenty!--are no more than he may 
fairly call his own.  Five-and-twenty years for the enjoyment of his real estate in 
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chairs: (n) seats. 
fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 

fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought. 
heedlessness: (n) neglect, rashness, 

carelessness, inattention, 
inadvertence, recklessness, 
indifference, inattentiveness, 
foolhardiness, disregard, temerity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) mindfulness, 
caution. 

inroad: (n) foray, attack, incursion, 
invasion, aggression, penetration,  

offence, influx, intrusion; (n, v) raid; 
(v) invade. 

mischief-maker: (n) scoundrel, 
troublemaker, vandal. 

proverbially: (adv) commonly, 
famedly, famously, legendarily, 
notoriously. 

roominess: (n) commodiousness, 
spaciousness, bigness, airiness, 
largeness, convenience, habitability. 

rosewood: (n) wood, tree, rosewood 
tree, club, caviuna wood, amboyna. 

smilingly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
brightly, cheerfully, jolly, joyfully, 
laughingly. 

speculating: (n) conception. 
tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) entice, 

decoy, charm, inveigle, invite, coax, 
seduce, fascinate, attempt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, appall, 
repel. 

widower: (n) adult male, widowman, 
man. 
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town and country, his railroad, %bank, and insurance shares, his United States 
stock,--his wealth, in short, however invested, now in possession, or soon to be 
acquired; together with the public honors that have fallen upon him, and the 
weightier ones that are yet to fall! It is good! It is excellent! It is enough! 

Still lingering in the old chair! If the Judge has a little time to throw away, 
why does not he visit the insurance office, as is his frequent custom, and sit 
awhile in one of their leathern-cushioned arm-chairs, listening to the gossip of 
the day, and dropping some deeply designed chance-word, which will be certain 
to become the gossip of to-morrow.  And have not the bank directors a meeting 
at which it was the Judge's purpose to be present, and his office to preside? 
Indeed they have; and the hour is noted on a card, which is, or ought to be, in 
Judge Pyncheon's right vest-pocket.  Let him go thither, and loll at ease upon his 
moneybags! He has lounged long enough in the old chair! 

This was to have been such a busy day.  In the first place, the interview with 
Clifford.  Half an hour, by the Judge's reckoning, was to suffice for that; it would 
probably be less, but--taking into consideration that Hepzibah was first to be 
dealt with, and that these women are apt to make many words where a few 
would do much better--it might be safest to allow half an hour.  Half an hour? 
Why, Judge, it is already two hours, by your own undeviatingly accurate 
chronometer.  Glance your eye down at it and see! Ah! he will not give himself 
the trouble either to bend his head, or elevate his hand, so as to bring the faithful 
time-keeper within his range of vision! Time, all at once, appears to have become 
a matter of no moment with the Judge! 

And has he forgotten all the other items of his memoranda? Clifford's affair 
arranged, he was to meet a State Street broker, who has undertaken to procure a 
heavy percentage, and the best of paper, for a few loose thousands which the 
Judge happens to have by him, uninvested.  The wrinkled note-shaver will have 
taken his railroad trip in vain.  Half an hour later, in the street next to this, there 
was to be an auction of real estate, including a portion of the old Pyncheon 
property, originally belonging to Maule's garden ground.  It has been alienated 
from the Pyncheons these four-score years; but the Judge had kept it in his eye, 
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alienated: (adj) disaffected, antisocial, 
bitter, confused, contumacious, cool, 
disloyal, anomic, disturbed, far, 
factious. 

broker: (n) mediator, go-between, 
agent, middleman, factor, dealer, 
attorney, stockbroker, intermediary, 
merchant, bailiff. 

chronometer: (n) timepiece, 
chronograph, Jacquet's recording 
chronometer, watch, stopwatch, 
timekeeper, timer, chronoscope,  

alarm clock, grandfather clock, travel 
clock. 

gossip: (n, v) chatter, rumor, chitchat, 
gab, talk, babble, natter, tattle; (n) 
chatterbox, conversation, small talk. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth. 

loll: (v) droop, lounge, drop, recline, 
loiter, flag, linger, slouch, dangle, 
lollop; (adj, v) sprawl. 

moneybags: (n) financier, capitalist. 
preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, 

command, control, direct, rule,  

moderate, guide, chair, preside over. 
procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, win, 

gain, have, purchase, induce, derive, 
find. ANTONYM: (v) give. 

suffice: (v) satisfy, do, answer, 
content, fulfill, be sufficient, qualify, 
function, be enough, suit, fulfil. 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; (adj) 
puckered, creased, wrinkly, wizened, 
crumpled, lined, gnarled, unironed, 
crinkled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwrinkled, ironed, straight. 
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and %had set his heart on reannexing it to the small demesne still left around the 
Seven Gables; and now, during this odd fit of oblivion, the fatal hammer must 
have fallen, and transferred our ancient patrimony to some alien possessor.  
Possibly, indeed, the sale may have been postponed till fairer weather.  If so, will 
the Judge make it convenient to be present, and favor the auctioneer with his 
bid, On the proximate occasion? 

The next affair was to buy a horse for his own driving.  The one heretofore his 
favorite stumbled, this very morning, on the road to town, and must be at once 
discarded.  Judge Pyncheon's neck is too precious to be risked on such a 
contingency as a stumbling steed.  Should all the above business be seasonably 
got through with, he might attend the meeting of a charitable society; the very 
name of which, however, in the multiplicity of his benevolence, is quite 
forgotten; so that this engagement may pass unfulfilled, and no great harm 
done.  And if he have time, amid the press of more urgent matters, he must take 
measures for the renewal of Mrs. Pyncheon's tombstone, which, the sexton tells 
him, has fallen on its marble face, and is cracked quite in twain. She was a 
praiseworthy woman enough, thinks the Judge, in spite of her nervousness, and 
the tears that she was so oozy with, and her foolish behavior about the coffee; 
and as she took her departure so seasonably, he will not grudge the second 
tombstone. It is better, at least, than if she had never needed any! The next item 
on his list was to give orders for some fruit-trees, of a rare variety, to be 
deliverable at his country-seat in the ensuing autumn.  Yes, buy them, by all 
means; and may the peaches be luscious in your mouth, Judge Pyncheon! After 
this comes something more important.  A committee of his political party has 
besought him for a hundred or two of dollars, in addition to his previous 
disbursements, towards carrying on the fall campaign.  The Judge is a patriot; 
the fate of the country is staked on the November election; and besides, as will be 
shadowed forth in another paragraph, he has no trifling stake of his own in the 
same great game.  He will do what the committee asks; nay, he will be liberal 
beyond their expectations; they shall have a check for five hundred dollars, and 
more anon, if it be needed.  What next? A decayed widow, whose husband was 
Judge Pyncheon's early friend, has laid her case of destitution before him, in a 
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auctioneer: (n) broker, agent, attorney, 
secretary, solicitor, clerk, seller, 
underwriter, proctor, commission 
agent; (v) auction off. 

decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, 
dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) 
wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
matured, restored, strengthened. 

demesne: (n) estate, manor, fief, feoff, 
field, realm, homestead, dominion, 
region, land, archduchy. 

disbursements: (n) outlay. 
luscious: (adj) juicy, appetizing, 

delicious, delectable, scrumptious, 
rich, dulcet, succulent, yummy, 
mellow, voluptuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteless, unappetizing. 

patriot: (n) jingoist, jingo, subject, 
patriotic, Garibaldi, loyalist, national, 
chauvinist. ANTONYM: (n) turncoat.

peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate. 
possessor: (n) owner, holder, 

proprietor, householder, occupant,  

landowner, landholder, proprietary, 
somebody, someone, soul. 

proximate: (adj) close, immediate, 
next, approximate, proximal, direct, 
nearby, contiguous, adjacent; (adj, v) 
subsequent; (v) consequent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ultimate, distant. 

unfulfilled: (adj) wanting, 
unsuccessful, unsatisfied, unrealized, 
unrealised, unhappy, dissatisfied, 
displeased, discontented. 
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very moving letter.  She and her fair daughter have scarcely bread to eat.  He 
partly intends to call on her to-day,--perhaps so--perhaps not,--accordingly as he 
may happen to have leisure, and a small bank-note.%

Another business, which, however, he puts no great weight on (it is well, you 
know, to be heedful, but not over-anxious, as respects one's personal health),--
another business, then, was to consult his family physician.  About what, for 
Heaven's sake? Why, it is rather difficult to describe the symptoms.  A mere 
dimness of sight and dizziness of brain, was it?--or disagreeable choking, or 
stifling, or gurgling, or bubbling, in the region of the thorax, as the anatomists 
say?--or was it a pretty severe throbbing and kicking of the heart, rather 
creditable to him than otherwise, as showing that the organ had not been left out 
of the Judge's physical contrivance? No matter what it was.  The doctor probably 
would smile at the statement of such trifles to his professional ear; the Judge 
would smile in his turn; and meeting one another's eyes, they would enjoy a 
hearty laugh together! But a fig for medical advice.  The Judge will never need it. 

Pray, pray, Judge Pyncheon, look at your watch, Now! What--not a glance! It 
is within ten minutes of the dinner hour! It surely cannot have slipped your 
memory that the dinner of to-day is to be the most important, in its 
consequences, of all the dinners you ever ate.  Yes, precisely the most important; 
although, in the course of your somewhat eminent career, you have been placed 
high towards the head of the table, at splendid banquets, and have poured out 
your festive eloquence to ears yet echoing with Webster's mighty organ-tones.  
No public dinner this, however.  It is merely a gathering of some dozen or so of 
friends from several districts of the State; men of distinguished character and 
influence, assembling, almost casually, at the house of a common friend, likewise 
distinguished, who will make them welcome to a little better than his ordinary 
fare.  Nothing in the way of French cookery, but an excellent dinner, 
nevertheless. Real turtle, we understand, and salmon, tautog, canvas-backs, pig, 
English mutton, good roast beef, or dainties of that serious kind, fit for 
substantial country gentlemen, as these honorable persons mostly are.  The 
delicacies of the season, in short, and flavored by a brand of old Madeira which 
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creditable: (adj, v) reputable, 
respectable; (adj, n) meritorious; (adj) 
praiseworthy, laudable, worthy, 
admirable, believable; (n) estimable, 
dignity; (v) up to the mark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
disrespected, disgraceful, 
discreditable, lamentable, poor, 
blameworthy. 

dainties: (n) delicacies, food, cates. 
delicacies: (n) food, delices, cates, 

regalia. 

dimness: (n) darkness, gloom, 
shadow, haze, faintness, obscurity, 
dusk, dark, cloudiness, duskiness, 
gloominess. ANTONYMS: (n) light, 
brightness, intelligence, clearness, 
strength, clarity. 

dizziness: (n) giddiness, swimming, 
faint, symptom, nausea, perkiness, 
playfulness, flightiness, 
lightheartedness, laughing and 
joking; (v) scotomy. 

ears: (n) antenna. 

flavored: (adj) seasoned, flavor, 
flavoring, tasteful. 

gentlemen: (n) sirs, messieurs. 
tautog: (n) wrasse, pilot whale, black 

whale, common blackfish, 
Globicephala melaena. 

thorax: (n) chest, pectus, prothorax, 
breast, bosom, bust, female chest, 
dresser, chest of drawers, body part, 
male chest. 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia. 
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has %been the pride of many seasons. It is the Juno brand; a glorious wine, 
fragrant, and full of gentle might; a bottled-up happiness, put by for use; a 
golden liquid, worth more than liquid gold; so rare and admirable, that veteran 
wine-bibbers count it among their epochs to have tasted it! It drives away the 
heart-ache, and substitutes no head-ache! Could the Judge but quaff a glass, it 
might enable him to shake off the unaccountable lethargy which (for the ten 
intervening minutes, and five to boot, are already past) has made him such a 
laggard at this momentous dinner.  It would all but revive a dead man! Would 
you like to sip it now, Judge Pyncheon? 

Alas, this dinner.  Have you really forgotten its true object? Then let us 
whisper it, that you may start at once out of the oaken chair, which really seems 
to be enchanted, like the one in Comus, or that in which Moll Pitcher imprisoned 
your own grandfather.  But ambition is a talisman more powerful than 
witchcraft.  Start up, then, and, hurrying through the streets, burst in upon the 
company, that they may begin before the fish is spoiled! They wait for you; and it 
is little for your interest that they should wait.  These gentlemen--need you be 
told it? --have assembled, not without purpose, from every quarter of the State.  
They are practised politicians, every man of them, and skilled to adjust those 
preliminary measures which steal from the people, without its knowledge, the 
power of choosing its own rulers.  The popular voice, at the next gubernatorial 
election, though loud as thunder, will be really but an echo of what these 
gentlemen shall speak, under their breath, at your friend's festive board.  They 
meet to decide upon their candidate.  This little knot of subtle schemers will 
control the convention, and, through it, dictate to the party.   And what worthier 
candidate, --more wise and learned, more noted for philanthropic liberality, 
truer to safe principles, tried oftener by public trusts, more spotless in private 
character, with a larger stake in the common welfare, and deeper grounded, by 
hereditary descent, in the faith and practice of the Puritans,--what man can be 
presented for the suffrage of the people, so eminently combining all these claims 
to the chief-rulership as Judge Pyncheon here before us? 
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eminently: (adv) highly, prominently, 
outstandingly, conspicuously, loftily, 
illustriously, preeminently, famously, 
grandly, exaltedly, gloriously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) commonly, 
unexceptionally, unremarkably. 

gubernatorial: (v) administrative, 
executive, regnant. 

laggard: (adj) slow, slack, lagging, 
tardy, lazy, remiss, poky, pokey; (n) 
drone, lagger, idler. ANTONYM: 
(adj) prompt. 

lethargy: (n) drowsiness, indifference, 
apathy, inactivity, fatigue, inertia, 
stupor, laziness, sluggishness, 
idleness, languor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
verve, vitality, liveliness, nimbleness, 
animation, alertness, vigor, activity, 
wakefulness, interest, speediness. 

philanthropic: (adj) benevolent, 
charitable, humanitarian, humane, 
kind, eleemosynary, generous, 
beneficent, kindly, munificent, good. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) selfish, miserly,  

nasty, mean. 
quaff: (v) drink, gulp, swig, guzzle, 

drain, sup, sip, swill, swallow, 
carouse; (n) potation. 

spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 
innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless, 
chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
unblemished, stainless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
tainted, guilty, blameworthy, impure, 
imperfect. 
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Make haste, then! Do your part! The meed for which you have toiled, and 
fought, and climbed, and crept, is ready for your grasp! Be present at this 
dinner!--drink a glass or two of that noble wine!--make your pledges in as low a 
whisper as you will! --and you rise up from table virtually governor of the 
glorious old State! Governor Pyncheon of Massachusetts! 

And is there no potent and exhilarating cordial in a certainty like this? It has 
been the grand purpose of half your lifetime to obtain it.  Now, when there needs 
little more than to signify your acceptance, why do you sit so lumpishly in your 
great-great-grandfather's oaken chair, as if preferring it to the gubernatorial one? 
We have all heard of King Log; but, in these jostling times, one of that royal 
kindred will hardly win the race for an elective chief-magistracy.%

Well! it is absolutely too late for dinner! Turtle, salmon, tautog, woodcock, 
boiled turkey, South-Down mutton, pig, roast-beef, have vanished, or exist only 
in fragments, with lukewarm potatoes, and gravies crusted over with cold fat.  
The Judge, had he done nothing else, would have achieved wonders with his 
knife and fork.  It was he, you know, of whom it used to be said, in reference to 
his ogre-like appetite, that his Creator made him a great animal, but that the 
dinner-hour made him a great beast.  Persons of his large sensual endowments 
must claim indulgence, at their feeding-time.  But, for once, the Judge is entirely 
too late for dinner! Too late, we fear, even to join the party at their wine! The 
guests are warm and merry; they have given up the Judge; and, concluding that 
the Free-Soilers have him, they will fix upon another candidate.  Were our friend 
now to stalk in among them, with that wide-open stare, at once wild and stolid, 
his ungenial presence would be apt to change their cheer.  Neither would it be 
seemly in Judge Pyncheon, generally so scrupulous in his attire, to show himself 
at a dinner-table with that crimson stain upon his shirt-bosom.  By the bye, how 
came it there? It is an ugly sight, at any rate; and the wisest way for the Judge is 
to button his coat closely over his breast, and, taking his horse and chaise from 
the livery stable, to make all speed to his own house.  There, after a glass of 
brandy and water, and a mutton-chop, a beefsteak, a broiled fowl, or some such 
hasty little dinner and supper all in one, he had better spend the evening by the 
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beefsteak: (v) barbecue, beche de 
MER, banana, avocado, atole; (n) 
steak, porterhouse, beef patty. 

crusted: (adj) crusty, encrusted, 
covered, thick, crustlike, coated. 

jostling: (v) jarring; (adj) bustling; (n) 
elbowing. 

lumpishly: (adv) gawkily, sluggishly, 
clumsily, dully, heavily, hulkingly, 
inertly, thunderingly, spankingly, 
thumpingly, unthinkingly. 

mutton: (n) lamb, em, mouton, mut,  

sheep, pork, red meat, white meat, 
beef, area unit; (v) pilot bread. 

potatoes: (n) root crop. 
scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 

exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful. 

seemly: (adj, v) befitting, becoming; 
(adj, adv) comely; (adj) respectable,  

decorous, decent, fitting, fit, 
appropriate; (adv) becomingly, 
properly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unseemly, unbecoming, unsuitable, 
inappropriate. 

stolid: (adj) impassive, obtuse, stupid, 
heavy, doltish, bovine, insulse, 
expressionless, shallow, petty, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
emotional, imaginative, exciting. 

woodcock: (n) shore bird, shorebird, 
snipe, limicoline bird. 
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fireside.  He must toast his slippers a long while, in order to get rid of the 
chilliness which the air of this vile old house has sent curdling through his 
veins.%

Up, therefore, Judge Pyncheon, up! You have lost a day.  But to-morrow will 
be here anon.  Will you rise, betimes, and make the most of it? To-morrow.  To-
morrow! To-morrow.  We, that are alive, may rise betimes to-morrow.  As for 
him that has died to-day, his morrow will be the resurrection morn. 

Meanwhile the twilight is glooming upward out of the corners of the room.  
The shadows of the tall furniture grow deeper, and at first become more definite; 
then, spreading wider, they lose their distinctness of outline in the dark gray tide 
of oblivion, as it were, that creeps slowly over the various objects, and the one 
human figure sitting in the midst of them.  The gloom has not entered from 
without; it has brooded here all day, and now, taking its own inevitable time, 
will possess itself of everything. The Judge's face, indeed, rigid and singularly 
white, refuses to melt into this universal solvent.  Fainter and fainter grows the 
light.  It is as if another double-handful of darkness had been scattered through 
the air.  Now it is no longer gray, but sable. There is still a faint appearance at the 
window.  neither a glow, nor a gleam, Nor a glimmer,--any phrase of light would 
express something far brighter than this doubtful perception, or sense, rather, 
that there is a window there.  Has it yet vanished? No! --yes!--not quite! And 
there is still the swarthy whiteness,--we shall venture to marry these ill-agreeing 
words,--the swarthy whiteness of Judge Pyncheon's face.  The features are all 
gone:  there is only the paleness of them left.  And how looks it now? There is no 
window! There is no face! An infinite, inscrutable blackness has annihilated 
sight! Where is our universe?  All crumbled away from us; and we, adrift in 
chaos, may hearken to the gusts of homeless wind, that go sighing and 
murmuring about in quest of what was once a world! 

Is there no other sound? One other, and a fearful one.  It is the ticking of the 
Judge's watch, which, ever since Hepzibah left the room in search of Clifford, he 
has been holding in his hand.  Be the cause what it may, this little, quiet, never-
ceasing throb of Time's pulse, repeating its small strokes with such busy 
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betimes: (adv) early, soon, anon, rath, 
betime, ahead of time, rathe. 

chilliness: (n) coldness, cold, frigidity, 
chill, low temperature, cool, 
wintriness, frostiness, algor, iciness, 
algidity. ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
friendliness. 

crumbled: (adj) rotten, fragmented. 
curdling: (n) clotting, solidification, 

clot, activity, breaking, blood clotting, 
blood coagulation. 

distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 

definition, otherness, perspicuity, 
discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness. 

glooming: (adj) dark, depressing, 
dreary, drear, drab, dispiriting, 
dismal, depressive, dingy, darkening, 
causing dejection. 

hearken: (v) hark, harken, attend, 
listen, hear, heed, list, listen in, listen 
to, regard, look out. 

never-ceasing: (adj) immortal. 
swarthy: (adj) dusky, black, swart, 

sable, somber, dun, tawny, coloured, 
colored, atramentous; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fair, light. 

throb: (n, v) quiver, ache, pulse, 
pound, thrill, tingle; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, flutter, shudder; (n) 
pulsation. 
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regularity, in Judge Pyncheon's motionless hand, has an effect of terror, which 
we do not find in any other accompaniment of the scene.%

But, listen! That puff of the breeze was louder.  it, had a tone unlike the 
dreary and sullen one which has bemoaned itself, and afflicted all mankind with 
miserable sympathy, for five days past. The wind has veered about! It now 
comes boisterously from the northwest, and, taking hold of the aged framework 
of the Seven Gables, gives it a shake, like a wrestler that would try strength with 
his antagonist.  Another and another sturdy tussle with the blast! The old house 
creaks again, and makes a vociferous but somewhat unintelligible bellowing in 
its sooty throat (the big flue, we mean, of its wide chimney), partly in complaint 
at the rude wind, but rather, as befits their century and a half of hostile intimacy, 
in tough defiance.  A rumbling kind of a bluster roars behind the fire-board.  A 
door has slammed above stairs.  A window, perhaps, has been left open, or else 
is driven in by an unruly gust.  It is not to be conceived, before-hand, what 
wonderful wind-instruments are these old timber mansions, and how haunted 
with the strangest noises, which immediately begin to sing, and sigh, and sob, 
and shriek,--and to smite with sledge-hammers, airy but ponderous, in some 
distant chamber, --and to tread along the entries as with stately footsteps, and 
rustle up and down the staircase, as with silks miraculously stiff,--whenever the 
gale catches the house with a window open, and gets fairly into it.  Would that 
we were not an attendant spirit here! It is too awful! This clamor of the wind 
through the lonely house; the Judge's quietude, as he sits invisible; and that 
pertinacious ticking of his watch! 

As regards Judge Pyncheon's invisibility, however, that matter will soon be 
remedied.  The northwest wind has swept the sky clear.  The window is 
distinctly seen.  Through its panes, moreover, we dimly catch the sweep of the 
dark, clustering foliage outside, fluttering with a constant irregularity of 
movement, and letting in a peep of starlight, now here, now there.  Oftener than 
any other object, these glimpses illuminate the Judge's face.  But here comes more 
effectual light.  Observe that silvery dance upon the upper branches of the pear-
tree, and now a little lower, and now on the whole mass of boughs, while, 
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bellowing: (n) roaring, roar, bellows, 
hollo, holloa, rout, yowl, boation, 
mugiency, hollering; (adj) mugient. 

bluster: (v) brag, gasconade, swash, 
bully; (n, v) swagger, roar, storm, 
clatter; (n) boasting, bravado; (adj, v) 
vapor. ANTONYMS: (n) mildness, 
reticence, timidity. 

boisterously: (adv) noisily, 
clamorously, raucously, 
uproariously, rowdily, riotously, 
loudly, tumultuously, vociferously,  

unruly, roughly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
demurely, peacefully. 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, efficacious, 
able; (adj) forceful, telling, 
authoritative, operative, potent, 
adequate, impressive, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ineffectual, 
incapable, weak, impotent, 
ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless. 

panes: (n) Fauni. 
smite: (v) strike, hit, buffet, bang,  

clout, knock, smash, thrash, thump, 
batter, affect. 

starlight: (n) rushlight, moonlight, 
firelight, candlelight. 

tussle: (n, v) scuffle, fight, struggle, 
brawl, clash; (n) hassle, combat, 
scramble, skirmish, conflict; (v) 
grapple. 

wrestler: (n) athlete, combatant, 
lightweight, grappler, matman, 
gladiator, prize fighter, pugilist, 
heavyweight, bruiser, the fancy. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 268

through their shifting intricacies, the moonbeams fall aslant into the room.  They 
play over the Judge's figure and show that he has not stirred throughout the 
hours of darkness.  They follow the shadows, in changeful sport, across his 
unchanging features.  They gleam upon his watch.  His grasp conceals the dial-
plate,--but we know that the faithful hands have met; for one of the city clocks 
tells midnight.%

A man of sturdy understanding, like Judge Pyncheon, cares no more for 
twelve o'clock at night than for the corresponding hour of noon.  However just 
the parallel drawn, in some of the preceding pages, between his Puritan ancestor 
and himself, it fails in this point.  The Pyncheon of two centuries ago, in common 
with most of his contemporaries, professed his full belief in spiritual 
ministrations, although reckoning them chiefly of a malignant character.  The 
Pyncheon of to-night, who sits in yonder arm-chair, believes in no such 
nonsense.  Such, at least, was his creed, some few hours since.  His hair will not 
bristle, therefore, at the stories which--in times when chimney-corners had 
benches in them, where old people sat poking into the ashes of the past, and 
raking out traditions like live coals--used to be told about this very room of his 
ancestral house.  In fact, these tales are too absurd to bristle even childhood's 
hair.  What sense, meaning, or moral, for example, such as even ghost-stories 
should be susceptible of, can be traced in the ridiculous legend, that, at midnight, 
all the dead Pyncheons are bound to assemble in this parlor? And, pray, for 
what? Why, to see whether the portrait of their ancestor still keeps its place upon 
the wall, in compliance with his testamentary directions! Is it worth while to 
come out of their graves for that? 

We are tempted to make a little sport with the idea.  Ghost-stories are hardly 
to be treated seriously any longer.  The family-party of the defunct Pyncheons, 
we presume, goes off in this wise. 

First comes the ancestor himself, in his black cloak, steeple-hat, and trunk-
breeches, girt about the waist with a leathern belt, in which hangs his steel-hilted 
sword; he has a long staff in his hand, such as gentlemen in advanced life used to 
carry, as much for the dignity of the thing as for the support to be derived from 
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benches: (n) bleachers. 
bristle: (n) fiber, hair, whisker; (v) 

teem, burn, seethe, rage, arise, fume, 
blow up; (n, v) brustle. ANTONYM: 
(v) calm. 

changeful: (adj) fluid, fickle, 
capricious, astatic, variable, volatile, 
unstable, mercurial, mobile, 
unsettled, erratic. 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, 
belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced. 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle. 

malignant: (adj) malevolent, 
malicious, evil, malefic, fatal, spiteful, 
virulent, sinister, mischievous, 
pernicious, venomous. 

poking: (n) thrusting, jabbing, jab, 
driving force, dalliance, Phytolacca 
Americana, dig, biff, drive, carrier 
bag, garget. 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared,  

apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, feigned, 
so-called, purported. 

sits: (n) sat. 
unchanging: (adj) stable, permanent, 

steady, invariable, static, perpetual, 
fixed, consistent, uniform, 
changeless, immutable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inconstant, 
changeable, dynamic, flexible, 
perishable, irregular, temporary, 
unequal, variable, erratic. 
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it.  He looks up at the portrait; a thing of no substance, gazing at its own painted 
image! All is safe.  The picture is still there.  The purpose of his brain has been 
kept sacred thus long after the man himself has sprouted up in graveyard grass.  
See! he lifts his ineffectual hand, and tries the frame.  All safe! But is that a 
smile?--is it not, rather a frown of deadly import, that darkens over the shadow 
of his features? The stout Colonel is dissatisfied! So decided is his look of 
discontent as to impart additional distinctness to his features; through which, 
nevertheless, the moonlight passes, and flickers on the wall beyond.  Something 
has strangely vexed the ancestor! With a grim shake of the head, he turns away.  
Here come other Pyncheons, the whole tribe, in their half a dozen generations, 
jostling and elbowing one another, to reach the picture.  We behold aged men 
and grandames, a clergyman with the Puritanic stiffness still in his garb and 
mien, and a red-coated officer of the old French war; and there comes the shop-
keeping Pyncheon of a century ago, with the ruffles turned back from his wrists; 
and there the periwigged and brocaded gentleman of the artist's legend, with the 
beautiful and pensive Alice, who brings no pride out of her virgin grave.  All try 
the picture-frame.  What do these ghostly people seek? A mother lifts her child, 
that his little hands may touch it! There is evidently a mystery about the picture, 
that perplexes these poor Pyncheons when they ought to be at rest.  In a corner, 
meanwhile, stands the figure of an elderly man, in a leathern jerkin and 
breeches, with a carpenter's rule sticking out of his side pocket; he points his 
finger at the bearded Colonel and his descendants, nodding, jeering, mocking, 
and finally bursting into obstreperous, though inaudible laughter.%

Indulging our fancy in this freak, we have partly lost the power of restraint 
and guidance.  We distinguish an unlooked-for figure in our visionary scene.  
Among those ancestral people there is a young man, dressed in the very fashion 
of to-day:  he wears a dark frock-coat, almost destitute of skirts, gray pantaloons, 
gaiter boots of patent leather, and has a finely wrought gold chain across his 
breast, and a little silver-headed whalebone stick in his hand.  Were we to meet 
this figure at noonday, we should greet him as young Jaffrey Pyncheon, the 
Judge's only surviving child, who has been spending the last two years in foreign 
travel.  If still in life, how comes his shadow hither? If dead, what a misfortune! 
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brocaded: (adj) raised, decorated, 
kincob. 

gaiter: (n) legging, legin, shoe, 
gambado, leggings, bickering, 
buskin, Gamache, fuss, galligaskin, 
bicker. 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive. 

jeering: (adj, n) mocking; (n) jeer, 
scoffing, mockery, derision, scoff, 
scorn, banter; (adj) taunting, gibelike; 
(v) deride. ANTONYM: (n) clapping.

jerkin: (n) jacket, doublet, barbe, 
CHUDDER, waistcoat, jubbah, talma 
jacket, pilot jacket, pajamas, oilskins, 
gabardine. 

pensive: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, musing, wistful, dreamy, 
melancholy, abstracted, broody, 
reflective, moody; (adj, v) sad.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, satisfied, 
carefree. 

unlooked-for: (adj) unforeseen. 
vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 

pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated. 

whalebone: (n) baleen, latex, 
caoutchouc, rubber, India rubber, 
dice, bone, gum elastic, horn, Indian 
rubber, natural rubber. 
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The old Pyncheon property, together with the great estate acquired by the young 
man's father, would devolve on whom? On poor, foolish Clifford, gaunt 
Hepzibah, and rustic little Phoebe! But another and a greater marvel greets us! 
Can we believe our eyes? A stout, elderly gentleman has made his appearance; 
he has an aspect of eminent respectability, wears a black coat and pantaloons, of 
roomy width, and might be pronounced scrupulously neat in his attire, but for a 
broad crimson stain across his snowy neckcloth and down his shirt-bosom.  Is it 
the Judge, or no? How can it be Judge Pyncheon? We discern his figure, as 
plainly as the flickering moonbeams can show us anything, still seated in the 
oaken chair! Be the apparition whose it may, it advances to the picture, seems to 
seize the frame, tries to peep behind it, and turns away, with a frown as black as 
the ancestral one.%

The fantastic scene just hinted at must by no means be considered as forming 
an actual portion of our story.  We were betrayed into this brief extravagance by 
the quiver of the moonbeams; they dance hand-in-hand with shadows, and are 
reflected in the looking-glass, which, you are aware, is always a kind of window 
or doorway into the spiritual world.  We needed relief, moreover, from our too 
long and exclusive contemplation of that figure in the chair.  This wild wind, too, 
has tossed our thoughts into strange confusion, but without tearing them away 
from their one determined centre.  Yonder leaden Judge sits immovably upon 
our soul.  Will he never stir again? We shall go mad unless he stirs! You may the 
better estimate his quietude by the fearlessness of a little mouse, which sits on its 
hind legs, in a streak of moonlight, close by Judge Pyncheon's foot, and seems to 
meditate a journey of exploration over this great black bulk.  Ha! what has 
startled the nimble little mouse? It is the visage of grimalkin, outside of the 
window, where he appears to have posted himself for a deliberate watch.  This 
grimalkin has a very ugly look.  Is it a cat watching for a mouse, or the devil for a 
human soul? Would we could scare him from the window! 

Thank Heaven, the night is well-nigh past! The moonbeams have no longer 
so silvery a gleam, nor contrast so strongly with the blackness of the shadows 
among which they fall.  They are paler now; the shadows look gray, not black.  
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apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, spirit, 
spectre, hallucination, spook, shade, 
eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) vision. 

devolve: (v) fall, cede, assign, light, 
pass on, pass, deliver, descend, give 
up, surrender, come down. 
ANTONYM: (v) centralize. 

fearlessness: (n) courage, daring, 
valor, boldness, dauntlessness, 
hardihood, nerve, confidence, 
coolness, heroism; (adj, n) prowess. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fear, fearfulness. 

immovably: (adj) firmly, 
extravagantly; (adv) unyieldingly, 
stubbornly, unwaveringly, 
unmovably, unbendingly, 
unalterably, obstinately, obdurately, 
inflexibly. 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) contemplate, 
consider, cogitate, reflect, speculate, 
wonder, ruminate, ponder, think, 
bethink. 

posted: (adj) knowledgeable, learned. 
roomy: (adj, n) capacious; (adj) broad,  

extensive, large, commodious, ample, 
voluminous, expansive, big, rangy, 
comprehensive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, narrow, airless, tiny, tight. 

scrupulously: (adv) carefully, 
painstakingly, strictly, meticulously, 
religiously, thoroughly, nicely, 
exactly, fastidiously, particularly, 
accurately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
negligently. 

well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 
practically. 
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The %boisterous wind is hushed.  What is the hour? Ah! the watch has at last 
ceased to tick; for the Judge's forgetful fingers neglected to wind it up, as usual, 
at ten o'clock, being half an hour or so before his ordinary bedtime,--and it has 
run down, for the first time in five years.  But the great world-clock of Time still 
keeps its beat.  The dreary night--for, oh, how dreary seems its haunted waste, 
behind us!--gives place to a fresh, transparent, cloudless morn.  Blessed, blessed 
radiance! The daybeam--even what little of it finds its way into this always dusky 
parlor--seems part of the universal benediction, annulling evil, and rendering all 
goodness possible, and happiness attainable.  Will Judge Pyncheon now rise up 
from his chair? Will he go forth, and receive the early sunbeams on his brow? 
Will he begin this new day,--which God has smiled upon, and blessed, and given 
to mankind,--will he begin it with better purposes than the many that have been 
spent amiss? Or are all the deep-laid schemes of yesterday as stubborn in his 
heart, and as busy in his brain, as ever? 

In this latter case, there is much to do.  Will the Judge still insist with 
Hepzibah on the interview with Clifford? Will he buy a safe, elderly gentleman's 
horse? Will he persuade the purchaser of the old Pyncheon property to 
relinquish the bargain in his favor?  Will he see his family physician, and obtain a 
medicine that shall preserve him, to be an honor and blessing to his race, until 
the utmost term of patriarchal longevity? Will Judge Pyncheon, above all, make 
due apologies to that company of honorable friends, and satisfy them that his 
absence from the festive board was unavoidable, and so fully retrieve himself in 
their good opinion that he shall yet be Governor of Massachusetts? And all these 
great purposes accomplished, will he walk the streets again, with that dog-day 
smile of elaborate benevolence, sultry enough to tempt flies to come and buzz in 
it? Or will he, after the tomb-like seclusion of the past day and night, go forth a 
humbled and repentant man, sorrowful, gentle, seeking no profit, shrinking 
from worldly honor, hardly daring to love God, but bold to love his fellow man, 
and to do him what good he may? Will he bear about with him,--no odious grin 
of feigned benignity, insolent in its pretence, and loathsome in its falsehood,--but 
the tender sadness of a contrite heart, broken, at last, beneath its own weight of 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

annulling: (n) cancellation, 
circumduction, abolition; (adj) 
negative. 

apologies: (n) regret. 
cloudless: (adj) bright, clean, fair, light, 

sunny, unclouded, pure, distinct, 
legible, perspicuous; (v) unalloyed. 

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, dreary; 
(adj, v) repentant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrepentant, indifferent, hurtful,  

mean, proud, unremorseful. 
forgetful: (adj) oblivious, inattentive, 

negligent, lax, absent-minded, casual, 
unmindful, neglectful, heedless, 
unaware; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mindful, 
watchful, alert, remembering, 
retentive. 

humbled: (adj) humble, humiliated, 
crushed, depressed, dispirited, 
abased, broken in, abject, ashamed; 
(n) humbler; (v) apart. 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive. 

repentant: (adj) contrite, remorseful, 
regretful, sorry, apologetic, ashamed, 
compunctious, penitential, rueful, 
humble, doing penance. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impenitent, 
unremorseful, glad. 
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sin? For it is our belief, whatever show of honor he may have piled upon it, that 
there was heavy sin at the base of this man's being.%

Rise up, Judge Pyncheon! The morning sunshine glimmers through the 
foliage, and, beautiful and holy as it is, shuns not to kindle up your face.  Rise up, 
thou subtle, worldly, selfish, iron-hearted hypocrite, and make thy choice 
whether still to be subtle, worldly, selfish, iron-hearted, and hypocritical, or to 
tear these sins out of thy nature, though they bring the lifeblood with them! The 
Avenger is upon thee! Rise up, before it be too late! 

What! Thou art not stirred by this last appeal? No, not a jot! And there we see 
a fly,--one of your common house-flies, such as are always buzzing on the 
window-pane,--which has smelt out Governor Pyncheon, and alights, now on his 
forehead, now on his chin, and now, Heaven help us! is creeping over the bridge 
of his nose, towards the would-be chief-magistrate's wide-open eyes! Canst thou 
not brush the fly away? Art thou too sluggish? Thou man, that hadst so many 
busy projects yesterday! Art thou too weak, that wast so powerful? Not brush 
away a fly? Nay, then, we give thee up! 

And hark! the shop-bell rings.  After hours like these latter ones, through 
which we have borne our heavy tale, it is good to be made sensible that there is a 
living world, and that even this old, lonely mansion retains some manner of 
connection with it.  We breathe more freely, emerging from Judge Pyncheon's 
presence into the street before the Seven Gables. 
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buzzing: (n) noise, murmur; (adj) 
humming, abuzz, bustling, lively, 
droning, purring, vibrant, vivacious, 
full of beans. 

hark: (v) harken, hear, hearken, heed, 
listen in; (n) look here, look you, look.

hypocrite: (n) impostor, pretender, 
trickster, fraud, deceiver, fake, cheat, 
charmer, bigot, whited sepulcher, 
smoothie. 

hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, false, 
counterfeit; (adj) insincere,  

disingenuous, dishonest, pharisaical, 
sanctimonious, hollow, hypocritic; 
(n) hypocrisy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
genuine, straightforward. 

lifeblood: (adj) sap, core, essential 
part, gist, incarnation, soul, marrow; 
(adj, n) quintessence; (n) life, heart, 
whole blood. 

sluggish: (adj) inert, indolent, inactive, 
idle, slow, torpid, slack, languid; (adj, 
n) lazy, drowsy, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, fast,  

brisk, lively, alert, speedy, 
industrious. 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial. 

would-be: (adj) quasi, aspiring. 
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CHAPTER  X IX  AL I CE ' S  PO S I ES  

 
 
UNCLE VENNER, trundling a wheelbarrow, was the earliest person stirring 

in the neighborhood the day after the storm.%

Pyncheon Street, in front of the House of the Seven Gables, was a far 
pleasanter scene than a by-lane, confined by shabby fences, and bordered with 
wooden dwellings of the meaner class, could reasonably be expected to present.  
Nature made sweet amends, that morning, for the five unkindly days which had 
preceded it. It would have been enough to live for, merely to look up at the wide 
benediction of the sky, or as much of it as was visible between the houses, genial 
once more with sunshine.  Every object was agreeable, whether to be gazed at in 
the breadth, or examined more minutely.  Such, for example, were the well-
washed pebbles and gravel of the sidewalk; even the sky-reflecting pools in the 
centre of the street; and the grass, now freshly verdant, that crept along the base 
of the fences, on the other side of which, if one peeped over, was seen the 
multifarious growth of gardens.  Vegetable productions, of whatever kind, 
seemed more than negatively happy, in the juicy warmth and abundance of their 
life.  The Pyncheon Elm, throughout its great circumference, was all alive, and 
full of the morning sun and a sweet-tempered little breeze, which lingered 
within this verdant sphere, and set a thousand leafy tongues a-whispering all at 
once.  This aged tree appeared to have suffered nothing from the gale.  It had 
kept its boughs unshattered, and its full complement of leaves; and the whole in 
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amends: (n) atonement, compensation, 
recompense, satisfaction, redress, 
damages, reprisal, indemnity, 
requital; (n, v) restitution, restoration.

bordered: (adj) fringed, edged, 
delimited, surrounded. 

circumference: (n) circuit, border, 
perimeter, boundary, periphery, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, inside, 
interior, center. 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm,  

squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze. 

juicy: (adj) fat, succulent, gamy, liquid, 
luscious, fluid, rich, spicy, sappy, 
moist, racy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bland, dull, juiceless, tasteless, 
uninteresting, limp. 

leafy: (adj) green, verdant, lush, 
foliose, foliate, leafed, luxuriant, 
foliaceous, leaved, bowery, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

leafless, urban, withering. 
multifarious: (adj, v) diverse, 

heterogeneous, different; (adj) 
manifold, multifaceted, complex, 
varied, miscellaneous, multiple, 
many, multiform. ANTONYM: (adj) 
homogeneous. 

sweet-tempered: (adj) sweet, amiable. 
wheelbarrow: (n) barrow, handcart, 

pushcart, lawn cart, garden cart, 
tumulus, burial mound, truck, 
barrowful, grave mound. 
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perfect verdure, except a single branch, that, by the earlier change with which the 
elm-tree sometimes prophesies the autumn, had been transmuted to bright gold.  
It was like the golden branch that gained Æneas and the Sibyl admittance into 
Hades.%

This one mystic branch hung down before the main entrance of the Seven 
Gables, so nigh the ground that any passer-by might have stood on tiptoe and 
plucked it off.  Presented at the door, it would have been a symbol of his right to 
enter, and be made acquainted with all the secrets of the house.  So little faith is 
due to external appearance, that there was really an inviting aspect over the 
venerable edifice, conveying an idea that its history must be a decorous and 
happy one, and such as would be delightful for a fireside tale.  Its windows 
gleamed cheerfully in the slanting sunlight.  The lines and tufts of green moss, 
here and there, seemed pledges of familiarity and sisterhood with Nature; as if 
this human dwelling-place, being of such old date, had established its 
prescriptive title among primeval oaks and whatever other objects, by virtue of 
their long continuance, have acquired a gracious right to be.  A person of 
imaginative temperament, while passing by the house, would turn, once and 
again, and peruse it well:  its many peaks, consenting together in the clustered 
chimney; the deep projection over its basement-story; the arched window, 
imparting a look, if not of grandeur, yet of antique gentility, to the broken portal 
over which it opened; the luxuriance of gigantic burdocks, near the threshold; he 
would note all these characteristics, and be conscious of something deeper than 
he saw.  He would conceive the mansion to have been the residence of the 
stubborn old Puritan, Integrity, who, dying in some forgotten generation, had 
left a blessing in all its rooms and chambers, the efficacy of which was to be seen 
in the religion, honesty, moderate competence, or upright poverty and solid 
happiness, of his descendants, to this day. 

One object, above all others, would take root in the imaginative observer's 
memory.  It was the great tuft of flowers,--weeds, you would have called them, 
only a week ago,--the tuft of crimson-spotted flowers, in the angle between the 
two front gables. The old people used to give them the name of Alice's Posies, in 
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decorous: (adj) decent, appropriate, 
conventional, sedate, correct, modest, 
prim, proper; (adj, v) becoming, 
seemly, comely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impolite, improper, misbehaving, 
unsuitable, unrefined, relaxed, 
inappropriate, rowdy, undignified, 
defiant, unseemly. 

gained: (adj) extrinsic. 
imparting: (n) giving, conveyance, 

conveyance of title, conveyancing, 
conveying. 

passer-by: (n) eyewitness. 
prescriptive: (adj) customary, 

immemorial, accustomed, traditional; 
(v) presumptive. 

primeval: (adj) primitive, ancient, 
primordial, aboriginal, primal, 
original, primary, first, primaeval, 
prehistoric, antediluvian. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
contemporary, factual. 

secrets: (n) secrecy. 
sisterhood: (n) sorority, family  

relationship, relationship, Women's 
Liberation, cousinhood, society, 
fellowship, order, kinship, sistership. 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct. 

verdure: (adj, n) greenness; (n) 
greenery, foliage, verdancy, viridity, 
green, leafage, flora, freshness, 
strength, vegetable kingdom. 
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remembrance of fair Alice Pyncheon, who was believed to have brought their 
seeds from Italy.  They were flaunting in rich beauty and full bloom to-day, and 
seemed, as it were, a mystic expression that something within the house was 
consummated.%

It was but little after sunrise, when Uncle Venner made his appearance, as 
aforesaid, impelling a wheelbarrow along the street.  He was going his matutinal 
rounds to collect cabbage-leaves, turnip-tops, potato-skins, and the 
miscellaneous refuse of the dinner-pot, which the thrifty housewives of the 
neighborhood were accustomed to put aside, as fit only to feed a pig.  Uncle 
Venner's pig was fed entirely, and kept in prime order, on these eleemosynary 
contributions; insomuch that the patched philosopher used to promise that, 
before retiring to his farm, he would make a feast of the portly grunter, and 
invite all his neighbors to partake of the joints and spare-ribs which they had 
helped to fatten.  Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon's housekeeping had so greatly 
improved, since Clifford became a member of the family, that her share of the 
banquet would have been no lean one; and Uncle Venner, accordingly, was a 
good deal disappointed not to find the large earthen pan, full of fragmentary 
eatables, that ordinarily awaited his coming at the back doorstep of the Seven 
Gables. 

"I never knew Miss Hepzibah so forgetful before," said the patriarch to 
himself.  "She must have had a dinner yesterday, --no question of that! She 
always has one, nowadays.  So where's the pot-liquor and potato-skins, I ask? 
Shall I knock, and see if she's stirring yet? No, no,--'t won't do! If little Phoebe 
was about the house, I should not mind knocking; but Miss Hepzibah, likely as 
not, would scowl down at me out of the window, and look cross, even if she felt 
pleasantly.  So, I'll come back at noon." 

With these reflections, the old man was shutting the gate of the little back-
yard.  Creaking on its hinges, however, like every other gate and door about the 
premises, the sound reached the ears of the occupant of the northern gable, one 
of the windows of which had a side-view towards the gate. 
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eatables: (n) food, sustenance, 
victuals, fare; (v) ingesta. 

eleemosynary: (adj) benevolent, 
beneficent, philanthropic, 
humanitarian, kind, liberal; (v) 
tributary, sportulary. 

fatten: (adj, n) enrich; (adj, v) fat, 
elaborate; (v) fatten up, feed, fill out; 
(adj) fructify, bloom, bear fruit, 
blossom, blow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undernourish, starve. 

grunter: (n) hog, porker, swine,  

squealer, Sus scrofa, betrayer, copper, 
cop, bull, boar, blabber. 

housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science. 

impelling: (adj) communicating force, 
driving, impellent, effective, active, 
efficacious, exciting, moving, 
persuasive, urgent; (n) constraint. 

partake: (v) deal, touch, share, 
consume, attend, eat, taste, receive, 
communicate, join, have. 
ANTONYM: (v) refrain. 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall. 

thrifty: (adj) careful, economical, 
provident, sparing, prudent, stingy, 
saving, spare, parsimonious, chary, 
scotch. ANTONYMS: (adj) wasteful, 
spendthrift, profligate, extravagant, 
generous. 
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"Good-morning, Uncle Venner!" said the daguerreotypist, leaning out of the 
window.  "Do you hear nobody stirring?" 

"Not a soul," said the man of patches.  "But that's no wonder.  'Tis barely half 
an hour past sunrise, yet.  But I'm really glad to see you, Mr. Holgrave! There's a 
strange, lonesome look about this side of the house; so that my heart misgave 
me, somehow or other, and I felt as if there was nobody alive in it.  The front of 
the house looks a good deal cheerier; and Alice's Posies are blooming there 
beautifully; and if I were a young man, Mr. Holgrave, my sweetheart should 
have one of those flowers in her bosom, though I risked my neck climbing for it! 
Well, and did the wind keep you awake last night?" 

"It did, indeed!" answered the artist, smiling.  "If I were a believer in ghosts,--
and I don't quite know whether I am or not,--I should have concluded that all the 
old Pyncheons were running riot in the lower rooms, especially in Miss 
Hepzibah's part of the house.  But it is very quiet now." 

"Yes, Miss Hepzibah will be apt to over-sleep herself, after being disturbed, 
all night, with the racket," said Uncle Venner.  "But it would be odd, now, 
wouldn't it, if the Judge had taken both his cousins into the country along with 
him? I saw him go into the shop yesterday." 

"At what hour?" inquired Holgrave.%

"Oh, along in the forenoon," said the old man.  "Well, well! I must go my 
rounds, and so must my wheelbarrow.  But I'll be back here at dinner-time; for 
my pig likes a dinner as well as a breakfast. No meal-time, and no sort of 
victuals, ever seems to come amiss to my pig.  Good morning to you! And, Mr. 
Holgrave, if I were a young man, like you, I'd get one of Alice's Posies, and keep 
it in water till Phoebe comes back." 

"I have heard," said the daguerreotypist, as he drew in his head, "that the 
water of Maule's well suits those flowers best." 

Here the conversation ceased, and Uncle Venner went on his way.  For half 
an hour longer, nothing disturbed the repose of the Seven Gables; nor was there 
any visitor, except a carrier-boy, who, as he passed the front doorstep, threw 
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amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) 
perfectly, properly, suitably, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) 
okay, correct, good. 

believer: (adj, n) convert; (n) apostle, 
supporter, devotee, worshipper, 
abiogenist, zealot, religionist, 
proselyte, layman; (adj) pietist. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skeptic,  

nonbeliever, guru, God, leader, 
opponent. 

blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, 
flourishing, healthy, prosperous, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, cherry, 
verdant, green. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, pale. 

likes: (n) kind, sort, type. 
riot: (n, v) revolt, mutiny; (adj, n) 

disturbance, tumult, hubbub; (n) 
insurrection, sedition, commotion, 
disorder, rebellion; (v) rebel. 

rounds: (n) patrol, beat, route, patient 
rounds. 

sweetheart: (n) dear, girl, darling, 
mistress, flame, beloved, boyfriend, 
love, steady; (adj, n) beau, admirer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, enemy. 

victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, victual, 
edible, provender, grub, sustenance, 
support, diet, nutriment. 

visitor: (n) visitant, tourist, company, 
traveler, caller, inspector, stranger, 
foreigner, alien, sightseer, surveyor. 
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down one of his newspapers; for Hepzibah, of late, had regularly taken it in.  
After a while, there came a fat woman, making prodigious speed, and stumbling 
as she ran up the steps of the shop-door.  Her face glowed with fire-heat, and, it 
being a pretty warm morning, she bubbled and hissed, as it were, as if all a-fry 
with chimney-warmth, and summer-warmth, and the warmth of her own 
corpulent velocity.  She tried the shop-door; it was fast.  She tried it again, with 
so angry a jar that the bell tinkled angrily back at her.%

"The deuce take Old Maid Pyncheon!" muttered the irascible housewife. 
"Think of her pretending to set up a cent-shop, and then lying abed till noon! 
These are what she calls gentlefolk's airs, I suppose! But I'll either start her 
ladyship, or break the door down!" 

She shook it accordingly, and the bell, having a spiteful little temper of its 
own, rang obstreperously, making its remonstrances heard,--not, indeed, by the 
ears for which they were intended, --but by a good lady on the opposite side of 
the street.  She opened the window, and addressed the impatient applicant. 

"You'll find nobody there, Mrs. Gubbins." 
"But I must and will find somebody here!" cried Mrs. Gubbins, inflicting 

another outrage on the bell.  "I want a half-pound of pork, to fry some first-rate 
flounders for Mr. Gubbins's breakfast; and, lady or not, Old Maid Pyncheon shall 
get up and serve me with it!" 

"But do hear reason, Mrs. Gubbins!" responded the lady opposite. "She, and 
her brother too, have both gone to their cousin's, Judge Pyncheon's at his 
country-seat.  There's not a soul in the house, but that young daguerreotype-man 
that sleeps in the north gable. I saw old Hepzibah and Clifford go away 
yesterday; and a queer couple of ducks they were, paddling through the mud-
puddles! They're gone, I'll assure you." 

"And how do you know they're gone to the Judge's?" asked Mrs. Gubbins.  
"He's a rich man; and there's been a quarrel between him and Hepzibah this 
many a day, because he won't give her a living.  That's the main reason of her 
setting up a cent-shop." 
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corpulent: (adj, adv) portly; (adj) stout, 
obese, overweight, fleshy, plump, 
lusty, tubby, chubby, beefy, bulky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, bony, 
underweight, slender, anorexic, thin, 
slim. 

ducks: (n) geese, family Anatidae, 
birds, Anseriformes, Anatidae, game 
birds, order Anseriformes, wildfowl. 

first-rate: (adj) excellent, stunning, 
capital, posh, tiptop, dandy, ace, 
superior, classic, fine, clinking. 

gubbins: (n) dohickey, doodad, 
dojigger, doohickey, gadget, gismo, 
thingamabob, gimmick, thingamajig, 
thingmabob, thingmajig. 

irascible: (adj) angry, choleric, 
irritable, crabby, hot, excitable, testy, 
touchy, passionate, hotheaded, hasty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) easygoing, 
patient. 

ladyship: (n) madam. 
obstreperously: (adv) clamorously, 

boisterously, blatantly, vociferously, 

defiantly, disobediently, noisily, 
rowdily, tumultuously, unruly, 
aloud. 

paddling: (n) defeat, boating. 
spiteful: (adj) malicious, malevolent, 

sinister, nasty, malignant, venomous, 
despiteful, ill-natured, vindictive, 
cruel, hateful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
benevolent, harmless, merciful, 
kindhearted, friendly, pleasant, 
loving, benign, generous, gentle, 
flattering. 
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"I know that well enough," said the neighbor.  "But they're gone, --that's one 
thing certain.  And who but a blood relation, that couldn't help himself, I ask 
you, would take in that awful-tempered old maid, and that dreadful Clifford? 
That's it, you may be sure." 

Mrs. Gubbins took her departure, still brimming over with hot wrath against 
the absent Hepzibah.  For another half-hour, or, perhaps, considerably more, 
there was almost as much quiet on the outside of the house as within.  The elm, 
however, made a pleasant, cheerful, sunny sigh, responsive to the breeze that 
was elsewhere imperceptible; a swarm of insects buzzed merrily under its 
drooping shadow, and became specks of light whenever they darted into the 
sunshine; a locust sang, once or twice, in some inscrutable seclusion of the tree; 
and a solitary little bird, with plumage of pale gold, came and hovered about 
Alice's Posies.%

At last our small acquaintance, Ned Higgins, trudged up the street, on his 
way to school; and happening, for the first time in a fortnight, to be the possessor 
of a cent, he could by no means get past the shop-door of the Seven Gables.  But 
it would not open.  Again and again, however, and half a dozen other agains, 
with the inexorable pertinacity of a child intent upon some object important to 
itself, did he renew his efforts for admittance. He had, doubtless, set his heart 
upon an elephant; or, possibly, with Hamlet, he meant to eat a crocodile.  In 
response to his more violent attacks, the bell gave, now and then, a moderate 
tinkle, but could not be stirred into clamor by any exertion of the little fellow's 
childish and tiptoe strength.  Holding by the door-handle, he peeped through a 
crevice of the curtain, and saw that the inner door, communicating with the 
passage towards the parlor, was closed. 

"Miss Pyncheon!" screamed the child, rapping on the window-pane, "I want 
an elephant!" 

There being no answer to several repetitions of the summons, Ned began to 
grow impatient; and his little pot of passion quickly boiling over, he picked up a 
stone, with a naughty purpose to fling it through the window; at the same time 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brimming: (adj) teeming, brimful, 
brimful of, full, brimfull, brimfull of, 
replete, overflowing, chock-full, 
spilling over, packed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) empty, unfilled. 

buzzed: (n) woozy; (adj) intoxicated, 
drunk. 

crevice: (n) cleft, break, chink, cranny, 
chap, fissure, interstice, rift, gap, 
hole, fracture. 

inexorable: (adj) adamant, 
unrelenting, stern, cruel, relentless,  

austere, adamantine, inflexible, 
remorseless, stiff; (adj, v) inevitable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) gentle. 

locust: (n) courbaril, cicada, wood, 
carob, clammy locust, Colorado 
beetle, black locust, acridid, honey 
locust, locust tree; (v) losel. 

merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 
mirthfully, brightly, jovially, joyfully, 
gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, 
anxiously, miserably, unhappily,  

carefully, despondently. 
neighbor: (v) abut, adjoin, populate, 

touch; (n) acquaintance, 
neighborhood, national; (adj) 
neighborly, neighbouring, 
neighboring, adjacent. ANTONYM: 
(n) foreigner. 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, v) 
mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few. 
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blubbering and sputtering with wrath.  A man--one of two who happened to be 
passing by--caught the urchin's arm.%

"What's the trouble, old gentleman?" he asked. 
"I want old Hepzibah, or Phoebe, or any of them!" answered Ned, sobbing.  

"They won't open the door; and I can't get my elephant!" 
"Go to school, you little scamp!" said the man.  "There's another cent-shop 

round the corner.  'T is very strange, Dixey," added he to his companion, "what's 
become of all these Pyncheon's! Smith, the livery-stable keeper, tells me Judge 
Pyncheon put his horse up yesterday, to stand till after dinner, and has not taken 
him away yet.  And one of the Judge's hired men has been in, this morning, to 
make inquiry about him.  He's a kind of person, they say, that seldom breaks his 
habits, or stays out o' nights." 

"Oh, he'll turn up safe enough!" said Dixey.  "And as for Old Maid Pyncheon, 
take my word for it, she has run in debt, and gone off from her creditors.  I 
foretold, you remember, the first morning she set up shop, that her devilish 
scowl would frighten away customers.  They couldn't stand it!" 

"I never thought she'd make it go," remarked his friend.  "This business of 
cent-shops is overdone among the women-folks.  My wife tried it, and lost five 
dollars on her outlay!" 

"Poor business!" said Dixey, shaking his head.  "Poor business!" 
In the course of the morning, there were various other attempts to open a 

communication with the supposed inhabitants of this silent and impenetrable 
mansion.  The man of root-beer came, in his neatly painted wagon, with a couple 
of dozen full bottles, to be exchanged for empty ones; the baker, with a lot of 
crackers which Hepzibah had ordered for her retail custom; the butcher, with a 
nice titbit which he fancied she would be eager to secure for Clifford.  Had any 
observer of these proceedings been aware of the fearful secret hidden within the 
house, it would have affected him with a singular shape and modification of 
horror, to see the current of human life making this small eddy hereabouts, --

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blubbering: (n) babble, tear; (adj) 
tearful. 

crackers: (adj) nuts, mad, kooky, nutty, 
loony, bats, barmy, haywire, crazy, 
dotty, bonkers. 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked, 
diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous. 

eddy: (n, v) purl, twirl, spin, gurge; (v) 
whirlpool, swirl, turn; (n) vortex, 
maelstrom, twist, whir. 

exchanged: (adj) counterchanged, 
bartered, substituted. 

foretold: (adj) foreseen; (v) annunciate.
hereabouts: (adv) hereabout, 

thereabouts. 
impenetrable: (adj) impassable, thick, 

incomprehensible, hard, mysterious, 
unfathomable, unintelligible, 
impervious, opaque, heavy, obscure. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) penetrable, 
readable, straightforward, apparent, 
simple, sparse, vulnerable, accessible, 
transparent, understandable, open. 

sobbing: (adj) crying, weeping, weepy, 
tearful; (n) lamentation, shortness of 
breath, shit, prick, motherfucker, tear, 
lament. 

sputtering: (n) splutter, splatter, 
spattering, spatter, splattering, dab, 
splashing, splash; (adj) spluttering, 
noisy; (v) sizzle. 
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whirling sticks, straws and all such trifles, round and round, right over the black 
depth where a dead corpse lay unseen! 

The butcher was so much in earnest with his sweetbread of lamb, or 
whatever the dainty might be, that he tried every accessible door of the Seven 
Gables, and at length came round again to the shop, where he ordinarily found 
admittance.%

"It's a nice article, and I know the old lady would jump at it," said he to 
himself.  "She can't be gone away! In fifteen years that I have driven my cart 
through Pyncheon Street, I've never known her to be away from home; though 
often enough, to be sure, a man might knock all day without bringing her to the 
door.  But that was when she'd only herself to provide for" 

Peeping through the same crevice of the curtain where, only a little while 
before, the urchin of elephantine appetite had peeped, the butcher beheld the 
inner door, not closed, as the child had seen it, but ajar, and almost wide open.  
However it might have happened, it was the fact.  Through the passage-way 
there was a dark vista into the lighter but still obscure interior of the parlor. It 
appeared to the butcher that he could pretty clearly discern what seemed to be 
the stalwart legs, clad in black pantaloons, of a man sitting in a large oaken chair, 
the back of which concealed all the remainder of his figure.  This contemptuous 
tranquillity on the part of an occupant of the house, in response to the butcher's 
indefatigable efforts to attract notice, so piqued the man of flesh that he 
determined to withdraw. 

"So," thought he, "there sits Old Maid Pyncheon's bloody brother, while I've 
been giving myself all this trouble! Why, if a hog hadn't more manners, I'd stick 
him! I call it demeaning a man's business to trade with such people; and from 
this time forth, if they want a sausage or an ounce of liver, they shall run after the 
cart for it!" 

He tossed the titbit angrily into his cart, and drove off in a pet. 
Not a great while afterwards there was a sound of music turning the corner 

and approaching down the street, with several intervals of silence, and then a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) delicacy; 
(adj) fastidious, savory, tasteful, 
squeamish, particular, mincing, 
refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) luxury. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, vulgar, 
rough, inelegant, harsh, gross, 
awkward, accepting, heavy, careless, 
thick. 

demeaning: (adj) degrading, debasing, 
condescending, critical, derogatory, 
humbling, infra dig, menial, 
mortifying. 

elephantine: (adj) jumbo, gargantuan, 
giant, ponderous, huge, mammoth, 
heavy, gigantic, immense, massive, 
monstrous. 

indefatigable: (adj) tireless, assiduous, 
unflagging, untiring, inexhaustible, 
energetic, unremitting, indomitable, 
laborious, unwearying, unwearied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, feeble, 
unrelenting, weary. 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive. 

piqued: (adj) irritated, irate, hurt, 
irked, intoxicated, indignant, up in 
arms, in a huff, offended, huffy, 
excited. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unconcerned. 

stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
strapping, resolute, hardy, powerful, 
sinewy, firm, stout, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, weak, 
inconstant, feeble, delicate, cowardly, 
uncommitted. 

sweetbread: (n) sweetbreads, organs. 
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renewed and nearer outbreak of brisk melody.  A mob of children was seen 
moving onward, or stopping, in unison with the sound, which appeared to 
proceed from the centre of the throng; so that they were loosely bound together 
by slender strains of harmony, and drawn along captive; with ever and anon an 
accession of some little fellow in an apron and straw-hat, capering forth from 
door or gateway.  Arriving under the shadow of the Pyncheon Elm, it proved to 
be the Italian boy, who, with his monkey and show of puppets, had once before 
played his hurdy-gurdy beneath the arched window.  The pleasant face of 
Phoebe--and doubtless, too, the liberal recompense which she had flung him--
still dwelt in his remembrance.  His expressive features kindled up, as he 
recognized the spot where this trifling incident of his erratic life had chanced.  
He entered the neglected yard (now wilder than ever, with its growth of hog-
weed and burdock), stationed himself on the doorstep of the main entrance, and, 
opening his show-box, began to play.  Each individual of the automatic 
community forthwith set to work, according to his or her proper vocation:  the 
monkey, taking off his Highland bonnet, bowed and scraped to the by-standers 
most obsequiously, with ever an observant eye to pick up a stray cent; and the 
young foreigner himself, as he turned the crank of his machine, glanced upward 
to the arched window, expectant of a presence that would make his music the 
livelier and sweeter.  The throng of children stood near; some on the sidewalk; 
some within the yard; two or three establishing themselves on the very door-
step; and one squatting on the threshold.  Meanwhile, the locust kept singing in 
the great old Pyncheon Elm.%

"I don't hear anybody in the house," said one of the children to another.  "The 
monkey won't pick up anything here." 

" There is somebody at home," affirmed the urchin on the threshold. "I heard 
a step!" 

Still the young Italian's eye turned sidelong upward; and it really seemed as 
if the touch of genuine, though slight and almost playful, emotion communicated 
a juicier sweetness to the dry, mechanical process of his minstrelsy.  These 
wanderers are readily responsive to any natural kindness--be it no more than a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, 
liberated, emancipated, disillusioned; 
(n) guard, captor. 

crank: (n) grouch, nut, crackpot, 
conceit, quip, winch, bend, screwball, 
quirk, crosspatch; (adj) cranky. 

expectant: (adj) hopeful, enceinte, 
anticipative, big, gravid, eager,  

heavy, confident, with child, 
watchful; (adj, v) pregnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninterested, 
apathetic, indifferent. 

minstrelsy: (n) orchestra, prowess, 
troupe, company, glee, art, 
merriment, lay, joy, ballad, gayety. 

obsequiously: (adv) subserviently, 
submissively, fawningly, slavishly, 
compliantly, sycophantically, 
respectfully, cringingly, politely, 
admiringly, courteously. 

observant: (adj) mindful, watchful, 
alert, cautious, circumspect, careful, 
aware, heedful, vigilant, awake, keen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unobservant, 
dreaming, insensitive, unprepared, 
oblivious. 

scraped: (adj) scratched, worn out, 
worn, threadbare, frayed, hurt, 
skinned, damaged, raw. 

squatting: (adj) crouching; (n) leg 
exercise, colonization, movement, 
knee bend; (v) couchant; (adv) asquat. 
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smile, or a word itself not understood, but only a warmth in it--which befalls 
them on the roadside of life.  They remember these things, because they are the 
little enchantments which, for the instant, --for the space that reflects a landscape 
in a soap-bubble,--build up a home about them.  Therefore, the Italian boy would 
not be discouraged by the heavy silence with which the old house seemed 
resolute to clog the vivacity of his instrument.  He persisted in his melodious 
appeals; he still looked upward, trusting that his dark, alien countenance would 
soon be brightened by Phoebe's sunny aspect.  Neither could he be willing to 
depart without again beholding Clifford, whose sensibility, like Phoebe's smile, 
had talked a kind of heart's language to the foreigner.  He repeated all his music 
over and over again, until his auditors were getting weary.  So were the little 
wooden people in his show-box, and the monkey most of all.  There was no 
response, save the singing of the locust.%

"No children live in this house," said a schoolboy, at last. "Nobody lives here 
but an old maid and an old man.  You'll get nothing here! Why don't you go 
along?" 

"You fool, you, why do you tell him?" whispered a shrewd little Yankee, 
caring nothing for the music, but a good deal for the cheap rate at which it was 
had. "Let him play as he likes! If there's nobody to pay him, that's his own 
lookout!" 

Once more, however, the Italian ran over his round of melodies. To the 
common observer--who could understand nothing of the case, except the music 
and the sunshine on the hither side of the door --it might have been amusing to 
watch the pertinacity of the street-performer.  Will he succeed at last? Will that 
stubborn door be suddenly flung open? Will a group of joyous children, the 
young ones of the house, come dancing, shouting, laughing, into the open air, 
and cluster round the show-box, looking with eager merriment at the puppets, 
and tossing each a copper for long-tailed Mammon, the monkey, to pick up? 

But to us, who know the inner heart of the Seven Gables as well as its exterior 
face, there is a ghastly effect in this repetition of light popular tunes at its door-
step.  It would be an ugly business, indeed, if Judge Pyncheon (who would not 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

clog: (n, v) block, bar, glut; (v) choke, 
obstruct, foul, hinder, encumber, 
back up; (n) obstruction, patten. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, clear, open, 
unblock. 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, 
arrive, enter, come, abide, conform, 
continue, remain, appear, converge, 
return. 

foreigner: (adj, n) stranger; (n)  

outlander, outsider, unknown, 
barbarian, gringo, newcomer, 
immigrant, deportee, traveler; (adj) 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (n) inhabitant, 
domestic, citizen. 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable. 

melodious: (adj) harmonious, musical, 
sweet, tuneful, mellow, dulcet, soft, 
gentle, full, canorous, mellifluous.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, 
unmelodious, inharmonious, 
tuneless, grating, loud. 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving. 
trusting: (adj) credulous, 

unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded. 
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have cared a fig for Paganini's fiddle in his most harmonious mood) should 
make his appearance at the door, with a bloody shirt-bosom, and a grim frown 
on his swarthily white visage, and motion the foreign vagabond away! Was ever 
before such a grinding out of jigs and waltzes, where nobody was in the cue to 
dance? Yes, very often. This contrast, or intermingling of tragedy with mirth, 
happens daily, hourly, momently.  The gloomy and desolate old house, deserted 
of life, and with awful Death sitting sternly in its solitude, was the emblem of 
many a human heart, which, nevertheless, is compelled to hear the thrill and 
echo of the world's gayety around it.%

Before the conclusion of the Italian's performance, a couple of men happened 
to be passing, On their way to dinner.   "I say, you young French fellow!" called 
out one of them,--"come away from that doorstep, and go somewhere else with 
your nonsense! The Pyncheon family live there; and they are in great trouble, just 
about this time.  They don't feel musical to-day.  It is reported all over town that 
Judge Pyncheon, who owns the house, has been murdered; and the city marshal 
is going to look into the matter.  So be off with you, at once!" 

As the Italian shouldered his hurdy-gurdy, he saw on the doorstep a card, 
which had been covered, all the morning, by the newspaper that the carrier had 
flung upon it, but was now shuffled into sight.  He picked it up, and perceiving 
something written in pencil, gave it to the man to read.  In fact, it was an 
engraved card of Judge Pyncheon's with certain pencilled memoranda on the 
back, referring to various businesses which it had been his purpose to transact 
during the preceding day.  It formed a prospective epitome of the day's history; 
only that affairs had not turned out altogether in accordance with the 
programme.  The card must have been lost from the Judge's vest-pocket in his 
preliminary attempt to gain access by the main entrance of the house.  Though 
well soaked with rain, it was still partially legible. 

"Look here; Dixey!" cried the man.  "This has something to do with Judge 
Pyncheon.  See!--here's his name printed on it; and here, I suppose, is some of his 
handwriting." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

engraved: (adj) carved, inscribed, 
etched, sculptured, chased, cut in, 
graphic, graven; (prep) insculptured; 
(v) fixed, imprinted. 

fiddle: (n, v) con, cheat, trick; (v) 
tamper, play, diddle, meddle, tinker; 
(n) kit, swindle, fraud. 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard. 

hourly: (adv) always, by the hour,  

daily, often, constantly, continually, 
frequently; (adj) horary, continual, 
ephemeral; (n) an hour. 

jigs: (n) rocks. 
legible: (adj) readable, distinct, fair, 

plain, clean, definite, explicit, 
understandable, direct, cloudless, 
light. ANTONYM: (adj) unreadable. 

momently: (adv) momentarily, in a 
moment, presently. 

pencilled: (adj) penciled. 
perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing,  

hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable. 

shuffled: (adj) disorganized. 
swarthily: (adv) tawnily, darkly, 

swartly, darkishly, brownly, blackly, 
somberly. 

vagabond: (n, v) tramp; (adj, n) 
vagrant; (v) roam, stray, wander, 
range, ramble; (n) outcast, bum, 
wanderer, nomad. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inhabitant, resident; (adj) settled. 
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"Let's go to the city marshal with it!" said Dixey.  "It may give him just the 
clew he wants.  After all," whispered he in his companion's ear," it would be no 
wonder if the Judge has gone into that door and never come out again! A certain 
cousin of his may have been at his old tricks.  And Old Maid Pyncheon having 
got herself in debt by the cent-shop,--and the Judge's pocket-book being well 
filled,--and bad blood amongst them already! Put all these things together and 
see what they make!" 

"Hush, hush!" whispered the other.  "It seems like a sin to he the first to speak 
of such a thing.  But I think, with you, that we had better go to the city marshal." 

"Yes, yes!" said Dixey.  "Well!--I always said there was something devilish in 
that woman's scowl!" 

The men wheeled about, accordingly, and retraced their steps up the street.  
The Italian, also, made the best of his way off, with a parting glance up at the 
arched window.  As for the children, they took to their heels, with one accord, 
and scampered as if some giant or ogre were in pursuit, until, at a good distance 
from the house, they stopped as suddenly and simultaneously as they had set 
out.  Their susceptible nerves took an indefinite alarm from what they had 
overheard.  Looking back at the grotesque peaks and shadowy angles of the old 
mansion, they fancied a gloom diffused about it which no brightness of the 
sunshine could dispel. An imaginary Hepzibah scowled and shook her finger at 
them, from several windows at the same moment.  An imaginary Clifford--for 
(and it would have deeply wounded him to know it) he had always been a 
horror to these small people --stood behind the unreal Hepzibah, making awful 
gestures, in a faded dressing-gown.  Children are even more apt, if possible, than 
grown people, to catch the contagion of a panic terror.  For the rest of the day, 
the more timid went whole streets about, for the sake of avoiding the Seven 
Gables; while the bolder signalized their hardihood by challenging their 
comrades to race past the mansion at full speed.%

It could not have been more than half an hour after the disappearance of the 
Italian boy, with his unseasonable melodies, when a cab drove down the street.  
It stopped beneath the Pyncheon Elm; the cabman took a trunk, a canvas bag, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cabman: (n) cabdriver, cabby, taximan, 
carman, coachman, driver, taxi 
driver, hackdriver, taxidriver. 

contagion: (n) plague, contagious 
disease, taint, transmission, 
contamination, disease, conduction, 
pest, corruption, pollution, grippe. 

dispel: (v) dissipate, disperse, break 
up, scatter, chase away, dissolve, 
diffuse, disband, chase, dismiss, 
resolve. ANTONYMS: (v) garner, 
gather, appear, attract. 

ogre: (n) fiend, giant, demon, devil, 
brute, bloodsucker, specter, vulture; 
(adj) Gorgon, nightmare, mormo. 

timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative. 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic,  

fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, untrue; 
(adj, v) ideal, fancied. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) genuine, natural, substantial, 
authentic, ordinary, plausible. 

unseasonable: (adj) inopportune, 
inappropriate, premature, ill timed, 
improper, immature, inconvenient, 
ill-timed, inept, unchancy; (v) 
illtimed. 

wheeled: (adj) on wheels. ANTONYM: 
(adj) wheelless. 
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and a bandbox, from the top of his vehicle, and deposited them on the doorstep 
of the old house; a straw bonnet, and then the pretty figure of a young girl, came 
into view from the interior of the cab.  It was Phoebe! Though not altogether so 
blooming as when she first tripped into our story, --for, in the few intervening 
weeks, her experiences had made her graver, more womanly, and deeper-eyed, 
in token of a heart that had begun to suspect its depths,--still there was the quiet 
glow of natural sunshine over her.  Neither had she forfeited her proper gift of 
making things look real, rather than fantastic, within her sphere.  Yet we feel it to 
be a questionable venture, even for Phoebe, at this juncture, to cross the 
threshold of the Seven Gables.  Is her healthful presence potent enough to chase 
away the crowd of pale, hideous, and sinful phantoms, that have gained 
admittance there since her departure? Or will she, likewise, fade, sicken, sadden, 
and grow into deformity, and be only another pallid phantom, to glide 
noiselessly up and down the stairs, and affright children as she pauses at the 
window? 

At least, we would gladly forewarn the unsuspecting girl that there is 
nothing in human shape or substance to receive her, unless it be the figure of 
Judge Pyncheon, who--wretched spectacle that he is, and frightful in our 
remembrance, since our night-long vigil with him!--still keeps his place in the 
oaken chair.%

Phoebe first tried the shop-door.  It did not yield to her hand; and the white 
curtain, drawn across the window which formed the upper section of the door, 
struck her quick perceptive faculty as something unusual.  Without making 
another effort to enter here, she betook herself to the great portal, under the 
arched window. Finding it fastened, she knocked.  A reverberation came from 
the emptiness within.  She knocked again, and a third time; and, listening 
intently, fancied that the floor creaked, as if Hepzibah were coming, with her 
ordinary tiptoe movement, to admit her. But so dead a silence ensued upon this 
imaginary sound, that she began to question whether she might not have 
mistaken the house, familiar as she thought herself with its exterior. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

deformity: (n) malformation, 
disfigurement, defect, blemish, 
disfiguration, defacement, disability, 
abnormality, distortion, clubfoot; (adj, 
n) irregularity. 

forewarn: (v) alert, warn, admonish, 
previse, inform, caution, notify, 
premonish, tip, threaten, forebode. 

forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 
disfranchised, confiscated, 
appropriated, condemned. 

healthful: (adj) healthy, hale,  

salubrious, beneficial, hygienic, 
sanitary, wholesome, salutary, 
remedial, good, nourishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthful, 
unsanitary, unhealthy. 

noiselessly: (adv) silently, soundlessly, 
stilly, softly, mutely, delicately, 
wordlessly, gently, speechlessly; (adj, 
adv) stealthily; (adj) noiseless. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) heavily, audibly. 

sadden: (v) aggrieve, distress, pain, 
grieve, afflict, sad, hurt, oppress,  

dishearten, trouble, weigh down. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
gladden, please, cheer, comfort. 

sicken: (v) repel, nauseate, revolt, 
disgust, pall, shock, offend, appall, 
scandalize, get sick, languish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, delight. 

vigil: (n) wake, lookout; (adj, n, v) 
watch; (adj, n) vigilance, surveillance; 
(v) wakefulness, guard; (adj) vigilant, 
eyes of Argus, watch and ward; (n, v) 
sentry. 

 



The House of the Seven Gables 286

Her notice was now attracted by a child's voice, at some distance.  It 
appeared to call her name.  Looking in the direction whence it proceeded, 
Phoebe saw little Ned Higgins, a good way down the street, stamping, shaking 
his head violently, making deprecatory gestures with both hands, and shouting 
to her at mouth-wide screech.%

"No, no, Phoebe!" he screamed.  "Don't you go in! There's something wicked 
there! Don't--don't--don't go in!" 

But, as the little personage could not be induced to approach near enough to 
explain himself, Phoebe concluded that he had been frightened, on some of his 
visits to the shop, by her cousin Hepzibah; for the good lady's manifestations, in 
truth, ran about an equal chance of scaring children out of their wits, or 
compelling them to unseemly laughter.  Still, she felt the more, for this incident, 
how unaccountably silent and impenetrable the house had become.  As her next 
resort, Phoebe made her way into the garden, where on so warm and bright a 
day as the present, she had little doubt of finding Clifford, and perhaps 
Hepzibah also, idling away the noontide in the shadow of the arbor.  
Immediately on her entering the garden gate, the family of hens half ran, half 
flew to meet her; while a strange grimalkin, which was prowling under the 
parlor window, took to his heels, clambered hastily over the fence, and vanished. 
The arbor was vacant, and its floor, table, and circular bench were still damp, 
and bestrewn with twigs and the disarray of the past storm.  The growth of the 
garden seemed to have got quite out of bounds; the weeds had taken advantage 
of Phoebe's absence, and the long-continued rain, to run rampant over the 
flowers and kitchen-vegetables.  Maule's well had overflowed its stone border, 
and made a pool of formidable breadth in that corner of the garden. 

The impression of the whole scene was that of a spot where no human foot 
had left its print for many preceding days,--probably not since Phoebe's 
departure,--for she saw a side-comb of her own under the table of the arbor, 
where it must have fallen on the last afternoon when she and Clifford sat there. 

The girl knew that her two relatives were capable of far greater oddities than 
that of shutting themselves up in their old house, as they appeared now to have 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bench: (n) banquette, chair, 
workbench, court, terrace, bank, bar, 
judicatory, Ottoman, board, form. 

deprecatory: (adj) deprecating, 
depreciatory, belittling, 
expostulatory, intercessory, 
mediatorial, apologetic, pejorative, 
slighting, depreciative; (adj, v) 
derogatory. 

disarray: (n) confusion, chaos, mess, 
clutter, disorderliness; (n, v) disorder, 
jumble, litter; (v) derange, tumble,  

disarrange. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
order; (n) neatness, orderliness, 
arrangement, agreement, harmony. 

rampant: (adj, v) rife; (adj) wild, 
raging, luxuriant, unchecked, 
prevailing, rank, boisterous, 
exuberant, furious, irrepressible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) contained, 
controlled, mild, rare, sparse. 

scaring: (adj) appalling. 
twigs: (n) sprays. 
unseemly: (adj) indecent, unbecoming, 

indelicate, inappropriate, gross, 
impolite, unbefitting; (adj, v) 
indecorous; (adj, adv) uncomely; (adv) 
indecently, unbecomingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proper, 
appropriate, dignified, due, fitting, 
polite, suitable, correct, decent, 
sensitive. 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it. 
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done.  Nevertheless, with indistinct misgivings of something amiss, and 
apprehensions to which she could not give shape, she approached the door that 
formed the customary communication between the house and garden.  It was 
secured within, like the two which she had already tried.  She knocked, however; 
and immediately, as if the application had been expected, the door was drawn 
open, by a considerable exertion of some unseen person's strength, not wide, but 
far enough to afford her a side-long entrance.  As Hepzibah, in order not to 
expose herself to inspection from without, invariably opened a door in this 
manner, Phoebe necessarily concluded that it was her cousin who now admitted 
her.%

Without hesitation, therefore, she stepped across the threshold, and had no 
sooner entered than the door closed behind her. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

customary: (adj, n) accustomed, usual, 
habitual; (adj) conventional, ordinary, 
commonplace, traditional, average, 
wonted, regular, standard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, 
abnormal, exceptional, 
unconventional, offbeat, irregular, 
innovative, different, unfamiliar, 
extraordinary, rare. 

expose: (v) endanger, exhibit, betray, 
detect, display, air, uncover, debunk, 
denude, unfold, divulge.  

ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, cover, 
enclose, suppress, shield, shelter, 
insulate, hide, guard, drape. 

hesitation: (n, v) falter, fear; (n) 
hesitance, faltering, delay, hesitate, 
diffidence, hesitancy, qualm, 
reluctance; (v) hesitating. 
ANTONYMS: (n) certainty, 
resolution, confidence, decisiveness, 
enthusiasm, inclination, willingness. 

misgivings: (n) anxiety, doubt, 
misgiving, apprehension, fear,  

suspicion, doubts, concern, 
consternation, disbelief, foreboding. 
ANTONYM: (n) equanimity. 

secured: (adj) secure, protected, firm, 
locked, fast, bonded, bolted, barred, 
latched, securer, obtained. 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable. 
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CHAPTER  % XX   

 
THE  FLOWER  OF  EDEN  

 
 
PHOEBE, coming so suddenly from the sunny daylight, was altogether 

bedimmed in such density of shadow as lurked in most of the passages of the old 
house.  She was not at first aware by whom she had been admitted.  Before her 
eyes had adapted themselves to the obscurity, a hand grasped her own with a 
firm but gentle and warm pressure, thus imparting a welcome which caused her 
heart to leap and thrill with an indefinable shiver of enjoyment.  She felt herself 
drawn along, not towards the parlor, but into a large and unoccupied apartment, 
which had formerly been the grand reception-room of the Seven Gables.  The 
sunshine came freely into all the uncurtained windows of this room, and fell 
upon the dusty floor; so that Phoebe now clearly saw--what, indeed, had been no 
secret, after the encounter of a warm hand with hers--that it was not Hepzibah 
nor Clifford, but Holgrave, to whom she owed her reception.  The subtile, 
intuitive communication, or, rather, the vague and formless impression of 
something to be told, had made her yield unresistingly to his impulse.  Without 
taking away her hand, she looked eagerly in his face, not quick to forebode evil, 
but unavoidably conscious that the state of the family had changed since her 
departure, and therefore anxious for an explanation. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

forebode: (v) bode, prognosticate, 
foretell, anticipate, betoken, predict, 
portend, divine, guess, presage, 
prophesy. 

formless: (adj) shapeless, unformed, 
indistinct, unstructured, unbodied, 
nebulous, vague, indistinguishable, 
soft, fuzzy, rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
organized, clear, distinct. 

intuitive: (adj) instinctive, inborn, 
innate, impulsive, natural, 
perceptive, automatic, intuitional,  

untaught, involuntary, presentative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intellectual, 
systematic, deliberate, obtuse, stilted.

themselves: (pron) myself, itself, 
yourself; (n) yourselves. 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
discourage, disappoint, displease; (n) 
depression, calm, boredom, agony, 
sorrow; (n, v) bore. 

unavoidably: (adv) inescapably, 
necessarily, ineluctably, by necessity, 
of necessity, automatically, needs, 
inevitable, relentlessly, true to form, 
unsurprisingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
surprisingly, unnecessarily. 

uncurtained: (adj) curtainless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) curtained. 

unresistingly: (adv) inertly, 
submissively, inactively, meekly, 
clearly, evidently, fruitfully, openly, 
pregnantly, significantly. 
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The artist looked paler than ordinary; there was a thoughtful and severe 
contraction of his forehead, tracing a deep, vertical line between the eyebrows.  
His smile, however, was full of genuine warmth, and had in it a joy, by far the 
most vivid expression that Phoebe had ever witnessed, shining out of the New 
England reserve with which Holgrave habitually masked whatever lay near his 
heart.  It was the look wherewith a man, brooding alone over some fearful object, 
in a dreary forest or illimitable desert, would recognize the familiar aspect of his 
dearest friend, bringing up all the peaceful ideas that belong to home, and the 
gentle current of every-day affairs.  And yet, as he felt the necessity of 
responding to her look of inquiry, the smile disappeared.%

"I ought not to rejoice that you have come, Phoebe," said he. "We meet at a 
strange moment!" 

"What has happened!" she exclaimed.  "Why is the house so deserted? Where 
are Hepzibah and Clifford?" 

"Gone! I cannot imagine where they are!" answered Holgrave. "We are alone 
in the house!" 

"Hepzibah and Clifford gone?" cried Phoebe.  "It is not possible! And why 
have you brought me into this room, instead of the parlor? Ah, something 
terrible has happened! I must run and see!" 

"No, no, Phoebe!" said Holgrave holding her back.  "It is as I have told you.  
They are gone, and I know not whither.  A terrible event has, indeed happened, 
but not to them, nor, as I undoubtingly believe, through any agency of theirs.  If I 
read your character rightly, Phoebe," he continued, fixing his eyes on hers with 
stern anxiety, intermixed with tenderness, "gentle as you are, and seeming to 
have your sphere among common things, you yet possess remarkable strength.  
You have wonderful poise, and a faculty which, when tested, will prove itself 
capable of dealing with matters that fall far out of the ordinary rule." 

"Oh, no, I am very weak!" replied Phoebe, trembling.  "But tell me what has 
happened!" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, 
repair, mending, altering, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, 
fastener, fitting. 

habitually: (adv) usually, ordinarily, 
normally, generally, regularly, 
frequently, commonly, routinely, 
wontedly, conventionally, 
commonplacely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unusually, seldom, erratically, 
exceptionally, occasionally. 

illimitable: (adj) endless, infinite,  

boundless, limitless, unlimited, 
immense, eternal, measureless, 
interminable, unmeasurable, 
unmeasured. 

masked: (adj) cloaked, covert, 
concealed, hidden, covered, 
camouflaged, secret, veiled, 
incognito, draped, furtive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) overt. 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n)  

appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner. 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment. 

tracing: (n) trace, copy, design, model, 
chase, drafting, action of tracing, 
blueprint, cast, draftsmanship, ghost. 
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"You are strong!" persisted Holgrave.  "You must be both strong and wise; for 
I am all astray, and need your counsel.  It may be you can suggest the one right 
thing to do!" 

"Tell me!--tell me!" said Phoebe, all in a tremble.  "It oppresses, --it terrifies 
me,--this mystery! Anything else I can bear!" 

The artist hesitated.  Notwithstanding what he had just said, and most 
sincerely, in regard to the self-balancing power with which Phoebe impressed 
him, it still seemed almost wicked to bring the awful secret of yesterday to her 
knowledge.  It was like dragging a hideous shape of death into the cleanly and 
cheerful space before a household fire, where it would present all the uglier 
aspect, amid the decorousness of everything about it.  Yet it could not be 
concealed from her; she must needs know it.%

"Phoebe," said he, "do you remember this?" He put into her hand a 
daguerreotype; the same that he had shown her at their first interview in the 
garden, and which so strikingly brought out the hard and relentless traits of the 
original. 

"What has this to do with Hepzibah and Clifford?" asked Phoebe, with 
impatient surprise that Holgrave should so trifle with her at such a moment."  It 
is Judge Pyncheon! You have shown it to me before!" 

"But here is the same face, taken within this half-hour" said the artist, 
presenting her with another miniature.  "I had just finished it when I heard you 
at the door." 

"This is death!" shuddered Phoebe, turning very pale.  "Judge Pyncheon 
dead!" 

"Such as there represented," said Holgrave, "he sits in the next room.  The 
Judge is dead, and Clifford and Hepzibah have vanished! I know no more.  All 
beyond is conjecture.  On returning to my solitary chamber, last evening, I 
noticed no light, either in the parlor, or Hepzibah's room, or Clifford's; no stir nor 
footstep about the house.  This morning, there was the same death-like quiet.  
From my window, I overheard the testimony of a neighbor, that your relatives 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; (adj) 
lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; (adv) 
amiss, widely, far, afield, aside. 
ANTONYM: (adj) accurate. 

cleanly: (adj) clean; (adv) clearly, tidily, 
purely, neatly, freshly, immaculately, 
spotlessly, unsulliedly, fairly, 
unadulteratedly. 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v)  

estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) certainty; 
(v) demonstrate, know, learn, prove. 

decorousness: (n) becomingness, 
politeness, correctitude, correctness, 
order. ANTONYM: (n) incivility. 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. 

presenting: (adj) featuring. 
strikingly: (adj, adv) notably, signally, 

unusually, singularly; (adv) 
prominently, stunningly, imposingly, 
impressively, markedly, 
outstandingly, obviously. 

traits: (v) lineaments, area, expanse, 
exposition, extent, length, tract, trace; 
(n) character, nature, personality. 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver, 
shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v) 
totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) flutter, 
quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady, 
calm. 
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were seen leaving the house in the midst of yesterday's storm.  A rumor reached 
me, too, of Judge Pyncheon being missed.  A feeling which I cannot describe--an 
indefinite sense of some catastrophe, or consummation --impelled me to make 
my way into this part of the house, where I discovered what you see.  As a point 
of evidence that may be useful to Clifford, and also as a memorial valuable to 
myself,--for, Phoebe, there are hereditary reasons that connect me strangely with 
that man's fate,--I used the means at my disposal to preserve this pictorial record 
of Judge Pyncheon's death." 

Even in her agitation, Phoebe could not help remarking the calmness of 
Holgrave's demeanor.  He appeared, it is true, to feel the whole awfulness of the 
Judge's death, yet had received the fact into his mind without any mixture of 
surprise, but as an event preordained, happening inevitably, and so fitting itself 
into past occurrences that it could almost have been prophesied.%

"Why have you not thrown open the doors, and called in witnesses?" 
inquired she with a painful shudder.  "It is terrible to be here alone!" 

"But Clifford!" suggested the artist.  "Clifford and Hepzibah! We must 
consider what is best to be done in their behalf.  It is a wretched fatality that they 
should have disappeared! Their flight will throw the worst coloring over this 
event of which it is susceptible.  Yet how easy is the explanation, to those who 
know them! Bewildered and terror-stricken by the similarity of this death to a 
former one, which was attended with such disastrous consequences to Clifford, 
they have had no idea but of removing themselves from the scene.  How 
miserably unfortunate! Had Hepzibah but shrieked aloud,--had Clifford flung 
wide the door, and proclaimed Judge Pyncheon's death,--it would have been, 
however awful in itself, an event fruitful of good consequences to them.  As I 
view it, it would have gone far towards obliterating the black stain on Clifford's 
character." 

"And how" asked Phoebe, "could any good come from what is so very 
dreadful?" 

"Because," said the artist, "if the matter can be fairly considered and candidly 
interpreted, it must be evident that Judge Pyncheon could not have come 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

awfulness: (n) terribleness, horridness, 
frightfulness, atrociousness, 
fearfulness, gravity, solemnity, 
ghastliness, horror, horribleness, 
terror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, delight. 

candidly: (adv) openly, ingenuously, 
sincerely, outspokenly, honestly, 
forthrightly, straightforwardly, 
plainly, bluntly, directly; (adj, adv) 
freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deceitfully, hesitantly, dishonestly,  

untruthfully, guardedly, 
ambiguously, shyly. 

consummation: (n) accomplishment, 
completion, fulfillment, fruition, 
performance, execution, climax, 
attainment, perfection, end, 
realization. 

indefinite: (adj, v) ambiguous, vague; 
(adj) uncertain, boundless, hazy, 
equivocal, unlimited, doubtful, 
dubious, imprecise, indecisive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, limited,  

fixed, constrained, specific, distinct, 
known, precise, clear, exact. 

pictorial: (adj) picturesque, illustrative, 
graphical, vivid, photographic, 
lifelike, pictural, figurative, 
descriptive, artistic, scenic. 

preordained: (adj) predestined, bound, 
bound to happen, certain, destined, 
fated, inexorable, unavoidable, 
inescapable. 

removing: (adj) departing. 
terror-stricken: (adj) afraid, scared. 
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unfairly to his end.  This mode of death had been an idiosyncrasy with his 
family, for generations past; not often occurring, indeed, but, when it does occur, 
usually attacking individuals about the Judge's time of life, and generally in the 
tension of some mental crisis, or, perhaps, in an access of wrath. Old Maule's 
prophecy was probably founded on a knowledge of this physical predisposition 
in the Pyncheon race.  Now, there is a minute and almost exact similarity in the 
appearances connected with the death that occurred yesterday and those 
recorded of the death of Clifford's uncle thirty years ago.   It is true, there was a 
certain arrangement of circumstances, unnecessary to be recounted, which made 
it possible nay, as men look at these things, probable, or even certain--that old 
Jaffrey Pyncheon came to a violent death, and by Clifford's hands."%

"Whence came those circumstances?" exclaimed Phoebe.  "He being innocent, 
as we know him to be!" 

"They were arranged," said Holgrave,--"at least such has long been my 
conviction,--they were arranged after the uncle's death, and before it was made 
public, by the man who sits in yonder parlor.  His own death, so like that former 
one, yet attended by none of those suspicious circumstances, seems the stroke of 
God upon him, at once a punishment for his wickedness, and making plain the 
innocence of Clifford, But this flight,--it distorts everything! He may be in 
concealment, near at hand.  Could we but bring him back before the discovery of 
the Judge's death, the evil might be rectified," 

"We must not hide this thing a moment longer!" said Phoebe. "It is dreadful 
to keep it so closely in our hearts.  Clifford is innocent.  God will make it 
manifest! Let us throw open the doors, and call all the neighborhood to see the 
truth!" 

"You are right, Phoebe," rejoined Holgrave.  "Doubtless you are right." 
Yet the artist did not feel the horror, which was proper to Phoebe's sweet and 

order-loving character, at thus finding herself at issue with society, and brought 
in contact with an event that transcended ordinary rules.  Neither was he in 
haste, like her, to betake himself within the precincts of common life.  On the 
contrary, he gathered a wild enjoyment,--as it were, a flower of strange beauty, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) similar, 
harmonious, helpful, obliging, 
compatible, complaisant, concordant, 
parallel, agreeable, cooperative, 
favorable. 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades. 
idiosyncrasy: (n) mannerism, 

eccentricity, foible, peculiarity,  

oddity, feature, attribute, personality, 
quirk, diathesis; (adj, n) individuality.

occurring: (adj) going on. 
predisposition: (n) bias, leaning, 

predilection, proclivity, inclination, 
propensity, tendency, turn, 
disposition, diathesis, partiality. 

prophecy: (n) oracle, augury, 
prognostication, forecast, 
vaticination, prevision, prediction, 
prognosis, omen, revelation, 
foreboding. 

unfairly: (adv) dishonestly, deceitfully, 
partially, unequally, deceptively, 
wrongly, wrongfully, unduly, 
fraudulently; (adv, v) foully, 
shamefully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
honestly, justly, reasonably, evenly, 
genuinely. 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity. 
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growing in a desolate spot, and blossoming in the wind, --such a flower of 
momentary happiness he gathered from his present position.  It separated 
Phoebe and himself from the world, and bound them to each other, by their 
exclusive knowledge of Judge Pyncheon's mysterious death, and the counsel 
which they were forced to hold respecting it.  The secret, so long as it should 
continue such, kept them within the circle of a spell, a solitude in the midst of 
men, a remoteness as entire as that of an island in mid-ocean; once divulged, the 
ocean would flow betwixt them, standing on its widely sundered shores.   
Meanwhile, all the circumstances of their situation seemed to draw them 
together; they were like two children who go hand in hand, pressing closely to 
one another's side, through a shadow-haunted passage.  The image of awful 
Death, which filled the house, held them united by his stiffened grasp.%

These influences hastened the development of emotions that might not 
otherwise have flowered so.  Possibly, indeed, it had been Holgrave's purpose to 
let them die in their undeveloped germs.  "Why do we delay so?" asked Phoebe.  
"This secret takes away my breath! Let us throw open the doors!" 

"In all our lives there can never come another moment like this!" said 
Holgrave.  "Phoebe, is it all terror?--nothing but terror? Are you conscious of no 
joy, as I am, that has made this the only point of life worth living for?" 

"It seems a sin," replied Phoebe, trembling, “to think of joy at such a time!" 
"Could you but know, Phoebe, how it was with me the hour before you 

came!" exclaimed the artist.  "A dark, cold, miserable hour! The presence of 
yonder dead man threw a great black shadow over everything; he made the 
universe, so far as my perception could reach, a scene of guilt and of retribution 
more dreadful than the guilt.  The sense of it took away my youth.  I never hoped 
to feel young again! The world looked strange, wild, evil, hostile; my past life, so 
lonesome and dreary; my future, a shapeless gloom, which I must mould into 
gloomy shapes! But, Phoebe, you crossed the threshold; and hope, warmth, and 
joy came in with you! The black moment became at once a blissful one.  It must 
not pass without the spoken word.  I love you!" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blissful: (adj) happy, heavenly, merry, 
joyful, delighted, glad, cheerful, 
delightful, ecstatic, elated, blest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
grieving, sad, sorrowful, depressed, 
unpleasant, down, dreadful. 

germs: (n) bacteria, germ, infection, 
microbes, microorganisms. 

remoteness: (n) aloofness, detachment, 
farawayness, remotion, loneliness, 
longinquity, reserve, abstraction, 
separation, standoffishness; (adj, n)  

farness. ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
accessibility, inclusion, friendliness, 
closeness, approachability. 

shapeless: (adj) amorphous, 
misshapen, unformed, unstructured, 
nebulous, inchoate, unshapely, 
indistinct, uncrystallized, embryonic, 
vague. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
defined, tailored. 

shores: (n) coast, seaboard, seashore, 
shoreline. ANTONYM: (n) interior. 

sundered: (v) subjugated, ruined  

financially, rough, subdued, 
humbled, cracked, not continuous, 
strained, disunited, disconnected, 
contrite. 

undeveloped: (adj) rudimentary, 
immature, embryonic, latent, fallow, 
early, young, potential, premature, 
crude; (v) undiscovered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) developed, 
mature, active, considered, exploited, 
grown, overt, ready, ripe, old. 
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"How can you love a simple girl like me?" asked Phoebe, compelled by his 
earnestness to speak.  "You have many, many thoughts, with which I should try 
in vain to sympathize.  And I, --I, too,--I have tendencies with which you would 
sympathize as little.  That is less matter.  But I have not scope enough to make 
you happy." 

"You are my only possibility of happiness!" answered Holgrave. "I have no 
faith in it, except as you bestow it on me!" 

"And then--I am afraid!" continued Phoebe, shrinking towards Holgrave, 
even while she told him so frankly the doubts with which he affected her.  "You 
will lead me out of my own quiet path.  You will make me strive to follow you 
where it is pathless. I cannot do so.  It is not my nature.  I shall sink down and 
perish!" 

"Ah, Phoebe!" exclaimed Holgrave, with almost a sigh, and a smile that was 
burdened with thought.%

"It will be far otherwise than as you forebode.  The world owes all its onward 
impulses to men ill at ease.  The happy man inevitably confines himself within 
ancient limits.  I have a presentiment that, hereafter, it will be my lot to set out 
trees, to make fences,--perhaps, even, in due time, to build a house for another 
generation,--in a word, to conform myself to laws and the peaceful practice of 
society.  Your poise will be more powerful than any oscillating tendency of 
mine." 

"I would not have it so!" said Phoebe earnestly. 
"Do you love me?" asked Holgrave.  "If we love one another, the moment has 

room for nothing more.  Let us pause upon it, and be satisfied.  Do you love me, 
Phoebe?" 

"You look into my heart," said she, letting her eyes drop.  "You know I love 
you!" 

And it was in this hour, so full of doubt and awe, that the one miracle was 
wrought, without which every human existence is a blank.  The bliss which 
makes all things true, beautiful, and holy shone around this youth and maiden.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bliss: (n) happiness, joy, ecstasy, 
pleasure, paradise, blessedness, 
felicity, elation, beatitude, heaven, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
sorrow, agony, grief, anguish, 
sadness, suffering, gloom, hell, 
dissatisfaction. 

compelled: (adj) forced, obligate, 
enforced, constrained, responsible, 
answerable, unwilling, destined. 

confines: (n) boundary, bound, 
barrier, compass, limit, limits, range, 

frontier; (adj) environs, alentours; 
(adj, n) neighborhood. 

conform: (v) agree, adapt, adjust, 
accord, fit, observe, assimilate, 
acquiesce, follow, obey, frame. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deviate, rebel, 
mismatch, diverge, oppose, disobey, 
contradict. 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, time 
to come, great beyond, future life. 

laws: (n) Pentateuch, Torah. 
oscillating: (adj) oscillatory, vibrating, 

sway, swing, swinging, periodic, 
zigzag, vibrant, periodical. 

shrinking: (n) contraction, recoil, 
reduction, decrease, condensation; (n, 
v) lessening; (adj) timid, fearful, shy, 
bashful; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) confident. 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim. 
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They were conscious of nothing sad nor old.  They transfigured the earth, and 
made it Eden again, and themselves the two first dwellers in it.  The dead man, 
so close beside them, was forgotten.  At such a crisis, there is no death; for 
immortality is revealed anew, and embraces everything in its hallowed 
atmosphere.%

But how soon the heavy earth-dream settled down again! 
"Hark!" whispered Phoebe.  "Somebody is at the street door!" 
"Now let us meet the world!" said Holgrave.  "No doubt, the rumor of Judge 

Pyncheon's visit to this house, and the flight of Hepzibah and Clifford, is about 
to lead to the investigation of the premises.  We have no way but to meet it.  Let 
us open the door at once." 

But, to their surprise, before they could reach the street door,--even before 
they quitted the room in which the foregoing interview had passed,--they heard 
footsteps in the farther passage. The door, therefore, which they supposed to be 
securely locked, --which Holgrave, indeed, had seen to be so, and at which 
Phoebe had vainly tried to enter,--must have been opened from without.  The 
sound of footsteps was not harsh, bold, decided, and intrusive, as the gait of 
strangers would naturally be, making authoritative entrance into a dwelling 
where they knew themselves unwelcome. It was feeble, as of persons either weak 
or weary; there was the mingled murmur of two voices, familiar to both the 
listeners. 

"Can it be?" whispered Holgrave. 
"It is they!" answered Phoebe.  "Thank God!--thank God!" 
And then, as if in sympathy with Phoebe's whispered ejaculation, they heard 

Hepzibah's voice more distinctly. 
"Thank God, my brother, we are at home!" 
"Well!--Yes!--thank God!" responded Clifford.  "A dreary home, Hepzibah! 

But you have done well to bring me hither! Stay! That parlor door is open.  I 
cannot pass by it! Let me go and rest me in the arbor, where I used,--oh, very 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, once 
again, new; (adj) only yesterday, the 
other day, just now. 

ejaculation: (n) cry, ejection, emission, 
interjection, discharge, vociferation, 
expelling, exclaiming, eruption, 
shout, emanation. 

foregoing: (adj) previous, anterior, 
antecedent, prior, past, above, 
preceding, aforegoing, earlier. 
ANTONYM: (adj) following. 

hallowed: (adj) holy, blessed, 
consecrated, sacred, sanctified, 
divine, heavenly, saintly, inviolable, 
revered, sacrosanct. ANTONYM: 
(adj) secular. 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, undying. 
ANTONYM: (n) mortality. 

intrusive: (adj) obtrusive, curious, 
meddling, officious, busy,  

meddlesome, nosy, inquisitive, 
inquiring, inopportune, unfortunate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) protrusive, 
extrusive. 

listeners: (n) listener, viewers, 
spectators, addressees. 

vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 
fruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 
worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 
arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, adv) 
foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
fruitfully, successfully, effectively. 
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long ago, it seems to me, after what has befallen us,--where I used to be so happy 
with little Phoebe!" 

But the house was not altogether so dreary as Clifford imagined it.  They had 
not made many steps,--in truth, they were lingering in the entry, with the 
listlessness of an accomplished purpose, uncertain what to do next,--when 
Phoebe ran to meet them.  On beholding her, Hepzibah burst into tears.  With all 
her might, she had staggered onward beneath the burden of grief and 
responsibility, until now that it was safe to fling it down.  Indeed, she had not 
energy to fling it down, but had ceased to uphold it, and suffered it to press her 
to the earth.   Clifford appeared the stronger of the two.%

"It is our own little Phoebe!--Ah! and Holgrave with, her" exclaimed he, with 
a glance of keen and delicate insight, and a smile, beautiful, kind, but 
melancholy.  "I thought of you both, as we came down the street, and beheld 
Alice's Posies in full bloom. And so the flower of Eden has bloomed, likewise, in 
this old, darksome house to-day." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accomplished: (adj) proficient, able, 
skillful, gifted, finished, experienced, 
completed, adept, fine, versed, 
competent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfinished, amateur, untrained, 
unskilled, unseasoned, unable, 
inexpert, green, clumsy, bad, 
mediocre. 

bloom: (adj, n, v) flower; (v) prosper, 
flourish, thrive, burgeon; (adj, v) 
blow, fructify; (n) prime, blush, flush, 
bud. ANTONYMS: (v) shrivel,  

struggle, wane, die, deteriorate, 
decrease; (n) pallor, withering. 

darksome: (adj) obscure, darkling, 
darkish, abstruse, dusky, sombre, 
gloomy, dim, cheerless. 

listlessness: (n) lethargy, apathy, 
languor, lassitude, inertia, disregard, 
torpidity, torpor, ennui, boredom, 
fatigue. 

staggered: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, flabbergasted, astounded, 
stunned, bewildered, surprised,  

thunderstruck, angular, dizzy, taken 
aback. 

suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. 
uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 

defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
confirm, countenance, bolster, 
encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
contradict, endanger, abandon, 
oppose, quit, undermine, end. 
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CHAPTER  XXI   

 
THE  DEPARTU RE  

 
 

THE sudden death of so prominent a member of the social world as the 
Honorable Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon created a sensation (at least, in the circles 
more immediately connected with the deceased) which had hardly quite 
subsided in a fortnight.%

It may be remarked, however, that, of all the events which constitute a 
person's biography, there is scarcely one--none, certainly, of anything like a 
similar importance--to which the world so easily reconciles itself as to his death.  
In most other cases and contingencies, the individual is present among us, 
mixed up with the daily revolution of affairs, and affording a definite point for 
observation.  At his decease, there is only a vacancy, and a momentary eddy,--
very small, as compared with the apparent magnitude of the ingurgitated object,-
-and a bubble or two, ascending out of the black depth and bursting at the 
surface.  As regarded Judge Pyncheon, it seemed probable, at first blush, that the 
mode of his final departure might give him a larger and longer posthumous 
vogue than ordinarily attends the memory of a distinguished man.  But when it 
came to be understood, on the highest professional authority, that the event was 
a natural, and--except for some unimportant particulars, denoting a slight 
idiosyncrasy--by no means an unusual form of death, the public, with its 
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ascending: (adj) uphill, rising, 
assurgent, climbing, ascendent; (n) 
ascension, ascent, rise, advance, 
movement; (v) go up. 

contingencies: (n) contingency 
reserve. 

denoting: (adj) significant. 
momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 

transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy,  

long. 
posthumous: (adj) belated, 

behindhand, postmortem, untimely, 
unpunctual, tardy, serotine, slow, 
later, postliminious, backward. 

unimportant: (adj) insignificant, 
frivolous, inconsequential, irrelevant, 
trifling, slight, petty, little, negligible, 
immaterial, minor. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) important, significant, major, 
crucial, relevant, serious, powerful, 
connected, central, profound,  

considerable. 
vacancy: (n) emptiness, blank, 

opening, void, incogitancy, post, 
blankness, inanity, absence; (adj, n) 
vacuity; (adj) depletion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fill, tenancy, 
overflow. 

vogue: (n) fashion, style, mode, rage, 
trend, popularity, currency, fad, 
craze, custom, bandwagon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfashionable, 
unpopular, unstylish. 
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customary alacrity, proceeded to forget that he had ever lived.  In short, the 
honorable Judge was beginning to be a stale subject before half the country 
newspapers had found time to put their columns in mourning, and publish his 
exceedingly eulogistic obituary.%

Nevertheless, creeping darkly through the places which this excellent person 
had haunted in his lifetime, there was a hidden stream of private talk, such as it 
would have shocked all decency to speak loudly at the street-corners.  It is very 
singular, how the fact of a man's death often seems to give people a truer idea of 
his character, whether for good or evil, than they have ever possessed while he 
was living and acting among them.  Death is so genuine a fact that it excludes 
falsehood, or betrays its emptiness; it is a touchstone that proves the gold, and 
dishonors the baser metal.  Could the departed, whoever he may be, return in a 
week after his decease, he would almost invariably find himself at a higher or 
lower point than he had formerly occupied, on the scale of public appreciation.  
But the talk, or scandal, to which we now allude, had reference to matters of no 
less old a date than the supposed murder, thirty or forty years ago, of the late 
Judge Pyncheon's uncle.  The medical opinion with regard to his own recent and 
regretted decease had almost entirely obviated the idea that a murder was 
committed in the former case.  Yet, as the record showed, there were 
circumstances irrefragably indicating that some person had gained access to old 
Jaffrey Pyncheon's private apartments, at or near the moment of his death.  His 
desk and private drawers, in a room contiguous to his bedchamber, had been 
ransacked; money and valuable articles were missing; there was a bloody hand-
print on the old man's linen; and, by a powerfully welded chain of deductive 
evidence, the guilt of the robbery and apparent murder had been fixed on 
Clifford, then residing with his uncle in the House of the Seven Gables. 

Whencesoever originating, there now arose a theory that undertook so to 
account for these circumstances as to exclude the idea of Clifford's agency.  Many 
persons affirmed that the history and elucidation of the facts, long so 
mysterious, had been obtained by the daguerreotypist from one of those 
mesmerical seers who, nowadays, so strangely perplex the aspect of human 
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allude: (v) advert, refer, hint, glance, 
intimate, suggest, touch, bring up, 
mean, notice, pertain. 

deductive: (adj) rational, illative, 
inferential, reasoning, dogmatic, 
scientific. 

elucidation: (n) clarification, 
comment, explanation, account, 
description, definition, exposition, 
illumination, illustration, answer, 
resolution. ANTONYM: (n) problem.

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication,  

deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) deceit, 
falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality. 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, 
sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
grieving; (v) lamenting. 

obtained: (adj) fulfilled, derivative. 
perplex: (adj, v) confuse, puzzle; (v) 

amaze, mystify, astonish, nonplus, 
complicate, confound, disconcert,  

bother, get. ANTONYMS: (v) 
simplify, clarify, enlighten, placate, 
explain. 

ransacked: (adj) plundered, pillaged, 
emptier, despoiled, empty. 

residing: (adj) residentiary, situated, 
permanently fixed, placed, 
residential, located. 

touchstone: (n) standard, criterion, 
benchmark, measure, norm, gauge, 
check, yardstick, measuring stick, 
reagent; (n, v) test. 
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affairs, and put everybody's natural vision to the blush, by the marvels which 
they see with their eyes shut.%

According to this version of the story, Judge Pyncheon, exemplary as we 
have portrayed him in our narrative, was, in his youth, an apparently 
irreclaimable scapegrace.  The brutish, the animal instincts, as is often the case, 
had been developed earlier than the intellectual qualities, and the force of 
character, for which he was afterwards remarkable.  He had shown himself wild, 
dissipated, addicted to low pleasures, little short of ruffianly in his propensities, 
and recklessly expensive, with no other resources than the bounty of his uncle.  
This course of conduct had alienated the old bachelor's affection, once strongly 
fixed upon him.  Now it is averred,--but whether on authority available in a 
court of justice, we do not pretend to have investigated,--that the young man was 
tempted by the devil, one night, to search his uncle's private drawers, to which 
he had unsuspected means of access.  While thus criminally occupied, he was 
startled by the opening of the chamber-door.  There stood old Jaffrey Pyncheon, 
in his nightclothes! The surprise of such a discovery, his agitation, alarm, and 
horror, brought on the crisis of a disorder to which the old bachelor had an 
hereditary liability; he seemed to choke with blood, and fell upon the floor, 
striking his temple a heavy blow against the corner of a table.  What was to be 
done? The old man was surely dead! Assistance would come too late! What a 
misfortune, indeed, should it come too soon, since his reviving consciousness 
would bring the recollection of the ignominious offence which he had beheld his 
nephew in the very act of committing! 

But he never did revive.  With the cool hardihood that always pertained to 
him, the young man continued his search of the drawers, and found a will, of 
recent date, in favor of Clifford, --which he destroyed,--and an older one, in his 
own favor, which he suffered to remain.  But before retiring, Jaffrey bethought 
himself of the evidence, in these ransacked drawers, that some one had visited 
the chamber with sinister purposes.  Suspicion, unless averted, might fix upon 
the real offender.  In the very presence of the dead man, therefore, he laid a 
scheme that should free himself at the expense of Clifford, his rival, for whose 
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brutish: (adj) brutal, barbarous, bestial, 
brute, savage, fierce, boorish, 
ferocious, cruel, indelicate; (adj, adv) 
beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
humane, refined. 

criminally: (adv) feloniously, illegally, 
immorally, wrongly, evilly, sinfully, 
illicitly, unlawfully, delinquently, 
badly, unrighteously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) honestly, lawfully, legitimately, 
rightly. 

ignominious: (adj) dishonorable,  

shameful, disreputable, infamous, 
base, discreditable, dishonourable, 
inglorious, black, despicable, 
degrading. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honorable, glorious. 

irreclaimable: (adj, v) incorrigible; (adj) 
irrecoverable, irreversible, 
irretrievable, irreparable, 
irremediable, irredeemable, 
irrevocable; (v) past praying for, 
obdurate, reprobate. 

nightclothes: (n) pyjamas, nightie,  

nightgown, nightdress, nightwear, 
vesture, wear, clothing, sleepwear, 
apparel, pajamas. 

pleasures: (n) pleasure. 
ruffianly: (adj) atrocious, brutal, 

ruffianlike, ruffianish, physically 
toughened, hard, bad, violent; (adv) 
brutally, blackguardly, abusive. 

scapegrace: (n) black sheep, scalawag, 
miscreant; (adj) rashling, madcap, fire 
eater, desperado, daredevil, hotspur, 
bully, bravo. 
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character he had at once a contempt and a repugnance.  It is not probable, be it 
said, that he acted with any set purpose of involving Clifford in a charge of 
murder.  Knowing that his uncle did not die by violence, it may not have 
occurred to him, in the hurry of the crisis, that such an inference might be drawn.  
But, when the affair took this darker aspect, Jaffrey's previous steps had already 
pledged him to those which remained.  So craftily had he arranged the 
circumstances, that, at Clifford's trial, his cousin hardly found it necessary to 
swear to anything false, but only to withhold the one decisive explanation, by 
refraining to state what he had himself done and witnessed.%

Thus Jaffrey Pyncheon's inward criminality, as regarded Clifford, was, 
indeed, black and damnable; while its mere outward show and positive 
commission was the smallest that could possibly consist with so great a sin.  This 
is just the sort of guilt that a man of eminent respectability finds it easiest to 
dispose of. It was suffered to fade out of sight or be reckoned a venial matter, in 
the Honorable Judge Pyncheon's long subsequent survey of his own life.  He 
shuffled it aside, among the forgotten and forgiven frailties of his youth, and 
seldom thought of it again. 

We leave the Judge to his repose.  He could not be styled fortunate at the 
hour of death.  Unknowingly, he was a childless man, while striving to add more 
wealth to his only child's inheritance.  Hardly a week after his decease, one of the 
Cunard steamers brought intelligence of the death, by cholera, of Judge 
Pyncheon's son, just at the point of embarkation for his native land.  By this 
misfortune Clifford became rich; so did Hepzibah; so did our little village 
maiden, and, through her, that sworn foe of wealth and all manner of 
conservatism, --the wild reformer,--Holgrave! 

It was now far too late in Clifford's life for the good opinion of society to be 
worth the trouble and anguish of a formal vindication.  What he needed was the 
love of a very few; not the admiration, or even the respect, of the unknown 
many.  The latter might probably have been won for him, had those on whom 
the guardianship of his welfare had fallen deemed it advisable to expose Clifford 
to a miserable resuscitation of past ideas, when the condition of whatever 
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criminality: (n, v) guilt; (n) 
criminalness, criminalism, misdeed, 
culpability, criminousness, guiltiness, 
delinquency, offence, depravity, 
dishonesty. 

damnable: (adj) cursed, damned, 
abominable, hateful, accursed, 
devilish, infernal, disgusting, sinful, 
deplorable, offensive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) commendable, laudable, 
praiseworthy. 

embarkation: (n) embarkment,  

departure, start, leaving, going, 
loading, cargo, load, freight, embark, 
origin. 

guardianship: (n) custody, care, 
charge, keeping, safekeeping, 
tutelage, conservation, protection, 
wardship; (adj, n) ward; (adj) guard. 

refraining: (n) forbearance, abstaining, 
austerity, denial, mildness, 
abstention, no vote, nonparticipation, 
lenity; (adj) austere. 

resuscitation: (n) revival, resurrection, 

resurgence, reanimation, 
revitalisation, revitalization, 
reviction, revivification, recovery, 
reappearance. 

venial: (adj) excusable, pardonable, 
forgivable, minor, veniable, small, 
underage, modest, nonaged. 

vindication: (n) defense, apology, 
excuse, defence, plea, alibi, acquittal, 
assertion, reason, exoneration, 
protection. ANTONYM: (n) 
accusation. 
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comfort he might expect lay in the calm of forgetfulness.  After such wrong as he 
had suffered, there is no reparation.  The pitiable mockery of it, which the world 
might have been ready enough to offer, coming so long after the agony had done 
its utmost work, would have been fit only to provoke bitterer laughter than poor 
Clifford was ever capable of.  It is a truth (and it would be a very sad one but for 
the higher hopes which it suggests) that no great mistake, whether acted or 
endured, in our mortal sphere, is ever really set right.   Time, the continual 
vicissitude of circumstances, and the invariable inopportunity of death, render it 
impossible.  If, after long lapse of years, the right seems to be in our power, we 
find no niche to set it in.  The better remedy is for the sufferer to pass on, and 
leave what he once thought his irreparable ruin far behind him.%

The shock of Judge Pyncheon's death had a permanently invigorating and 
ultimately beneficial effect on Clifford.  That strong and ponderous man had 
been Clifford's nightmare.  There was no free breath to be drawn, within the 
sphere of so malevolent an influence.  The first effect of freedom, as we have 
witnessed in Clifford's aimless flight, was a tremulous exhilaration.  Subsiding 
from it, he did not sink into his former intellectual apathy.  He never, it is true, 
attained to nearly the full measure of what might have been his faculties.  But he 
recovered enough of them partially to light up his character, to display some 
outline of the marvellous grace that was abortive in it, and to make him the 
object of No less deep, although less melancholy interest than heretofore.  He 
was evidently happy.   Could we pause to give another picture of his daily life, 
with all the appliances now at command to gratify his instinct for the Beautiful, 
the garden scenes, that seemed so sweet to him, would look mean and trivial in 
comparison. 

Very soon after their change of fortune, Clifford, Hepzibah, and little Phoebe, 
with the approval of the artist, concluded to remove from the dismal old House 
of the Seven Gables, and take up their abode, for the present, at the elegant 
country-seat of the late Judge Pyncheon.  Chanticleer and his family had already 
been transported thither, where the two hens had forthwith begun an 
indefatigable process of egg-laying, with an evident design, as a matter of duty 
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begun: (adj) present. 
exhilaration: (n) excitement, 

cheerfulness, delight, happiness, 
animation, glee, joyfulness, 
joyousness, rapture, joy; (adj, n) 
hilarity. ANTONYMS: (n) boredom, 
despair, sadness. 

invariable: (adj) fixed, consistent, 
even, immutable, steady, 
unchanging, stable, uniform, set, 
undeviating, unchanged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing,  

dynamic, erratic, irregular, varied. 
irreparable: (adj) incurable, hopeless, 

irremediable, irrecoverable, 
incorrigible, irredeemable, 
irretrievable, remediless, 
irreclaimable, unalterable, 
irrevocable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impermanent, repairable, temporary, 
superficial. 

malevolent: (adj) malicious, malign, 
hateful, bitter, malefic, nasty, spiteful, 
vicious, virulent, baleful, unkind.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, merciful, 
loving, good, benign. 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong. 

reparation: (n) redress, recompense, 
atonement, indemnity, correction, 
restoration; (n, v) indemnification, 
compensation, repair, remuneration, 
restitution. 
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and conscience, to continue their illustrious breed under better auspices than for 
a century past.  On the day set for their departure, the principal personages of 
our story, including good Uncle Venner, were assembled in the parlor.%

"The country-house is certainly a very fine one, so far as the plan goes," 
observed Holgrave, as the party were discussing their future arrangements.  "But 
I wonder that the late Judge--being so opulent, and with a reasonable prospect of 
transmitting his wealth to descendants of his own--should not have felt the 
propriety of embodying so excellent a piece of domestic architecture in stone, 
rather than in wood.  Then, every generation of the family might have altered the 
interior, to suit its own taste and convenience; while the exterior, through the 
lapse of years, might have been adding venerableness to its original beauty, and 
thus giving that impression of permanence which I consider essential to the 
happiness of any one moment." 

"Why," cried Phoebe, gazing into the artist's face with infinite amazement, 
"how wonderfully your ideas are changed! A house of stone, indeed! It is but two 
or three weeks ago that you seemed to wish people to live in something as fragile 
and temporary as a bird's-nest!" 

"Ah, Phoebe, I told you how it would be!" said the artist, with a half-
melancholy laugh." You find me a conservative already! Little did I think ever to 
become one.  It is especially unpardonable in this dwelling of so much hereditary 
misfortune, and under the eye of yonder portrait of a model conservative, who, 
in that very character, rendered himself so long the evil destiny of his race." 

"That picture!" said Clifford, seeming to shrink from its stern glance.  
"Whenever I look at it, there is an old dreamy recollection haunting me, but 
keeping just beyond the grasp of my mind.  Wealth, it seems to say! --boundless 
wealth!--unimaginable wealth! I could fancy that, when I was a child, or a youth, 
that portrait had spoken, and told me a rich secret, or had held forth its hand, 
with the written record of hidden opulence.  But those old matters are so dim 
with me, nowadays! What could this dream have been?" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

auspices: (n) auspice, aegis, patronage, 
forecast, backing, security, 
sponsorship, guidance, means, 
custody, agency. 

haunting: (adj) moving, memorable, 
unforgettable, beguiling, attractive, 
ominous, weird, treasured, evocative, 
etched in your mind, deep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) forgettable, 
unremarkable. 

opulence: (n) fortune, wealth, luxury, 
exuberance, comfort, luxuriousness,  

prosperity, wealthiness, plenty; (adj, 
n) riches, affluence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
poverty, paucity, shabbiness, 
austerity. 

permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 
endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability. 

propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 
correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum,  

fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 
unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency. 

transmitting: (n) transmission, 
telephotography, posting, mailing, 
forwarding, transmittance, 
transmission system, contagion, 
sending, infection. 

venerableness: (n) holiness, antiquity. 
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"Perhaps I can recall it," answered Holgrave.  "See! There are a hundred 
chances to one that no person, unacquainted with the secret, would ever touch 
this spring." 

"A secret spring!" cried Clifford.  "Ah, I remember Now! I did discover it, one 
summer afternoon, when I was idling and dreaming about the house, long, long 
ago.  But the mystery escapes me." 

The artist put his finger on the contrivance to which he had referred.  In 
former days, the effect would probably have been to cause the picture to start 
forward.  But, in so long a period of concealment, the machinery had been eaten 
through with rust; so that at Holgrave's pressure, the portrait, frame and all, 
tumbled suddenly from its position, and lay face downward on the floor.  A 
recess in the wall was thus brought to light, in which lay an object so covered 
with a century's dust that it could not immediately be recognized as a folded 
sheet of parchment.  Holgrave opened it, and displayed an ancient deed, signed 
with the hieroglyphics of several Indian sagamores, and conveying to Colonel 
Pyncheon and his heirs, forever, a vast extent of territory at the Eastward.%

"This is the very parchment, the attempt to recover which cost the beautiful 
Alice Pyncheon her happiness and life," said the artist, alluding to his legend.  "It 
is what the Pyncheons sought in vain, while it was valuable; and now that they 
find the treasure, it has long been worthless." 

"Poor Cousin Jaffrey! This is what deceived him," exclaimed Hepzibah.  
"When they were young together, Clifford probably made a kind of fairy-tale of 
this discovery.  He was always dreaming hither and thither about the house, and 
lighting up its dark corners with beautiful stories.  And poor Jaffrey, who took 
hold of everything as if it were real, thought my brother had found out his 
uncle's wealth.  He died with this delusion in his mind!" 

"But," said Phoebe, apart to Holgrave, "how came you to know the secret?" 
"My dearest Phoebe," said Holgrave, "how will it please you to assume the 

name of Maule? As for the secret, it is the only inheritance that has come down to 
me from my ancestors.  You should have known sooner (only that I was afraid of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conveying: (n) conveyance, delivery, 
conveyancing, conveyance of title, 
transference, transmission, convey, 
transmit, assigning, transfer, 
delegation. 

corners: (adj) cornered. 
deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, 

behavior, action, exploit, covenant, 
doing, document, title, fact. 
ANTONYM: (n) failure. 

downward: (adv) underneath, under, 
below, downwards, downwardly,  

beneath, down below; (adj) downcast, 
sloping, depressed, downright. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) up; (adj) rising. 

dreaming: (n) reverie, ambition, 
nightmare, conception, castle in the 
air; (adj) absent-minded, asleep, 
visionary, vacant, wistful, rapt. 

fairy-tale: (n) fable; (adj) romantic, 
mythical, fanciful. 

recess: (n) niche, pause, intermission, 
holiday, nook, vacation, hollow, 
alcove, interval, interruption; (n, v)  

break. ANTONYM: (n) continuation. 
rust: (v) corrode, eat, oxidise, tarnish, 

oxidize, gnaw; (n) decay, corrosion, 
fungus, oxidation; (adj) rusty. 

tumbled: (adj) disordered. 
unacquainted: (adj) unaware, 

unaccustomed, strange, oblivious, 
ignorant, unapprized, unapprised, 
unweeting, inexperienced, innocent, 
not learned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
accustomed, knowledgeable, 
conscious, informed. 
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frightening you away) that, in this long drama of wrong and retribution, I 
represent the old wizard, and am probably as much a wizard as ever he was.  
The son of the executed Matthew Maule, while building this house, took the 
opportunity to construct that recess, and hide away the Indian deed, on which 
depended the immense land-claim of the Pyncheons.  Thus they bartered their 
eastern territory for Maule's garden-ground."%

"And now" said Uncle Venner "I suppose their whole claim is not worth one 
man's share in my farm yonder!" 

"Uncle Venner," cried Phoebe, taking the patched philosopher's hand, "you 
must never talk any more about your farm! You shall never go there, as long as 
you live! There is a cottage in our new garden,--the prettiest little yellowish-
brown cottage you ever saw; and the sweetest-looking place, for it looks just as if 
it were made of gingerbread,--and we are going to fit it up and furnish it, on 
purpose for you.  And you shall do nothing but what you choose, and shall be as 
happy as the day is long, and shall keep Cousin Clifford in spirits with the 
wisdom and pleasantness which is always dropping from your lips!" 

"Ah! my dear child," quoth good Uncle Venner, quite overcome, "if you were 
to speak to a young man as you do to an old one, his chance of keeping his heart 
another minute would not be worth one of the buttons on my waistcoat! And--
soul alive!--that great sigh, which you made me heave, has burst off the very last 
of them! But, never mind! It was the happiest sigh I ever did heave; and it seems 
as if I must have drawn in a gulp of heavenly breath, to make it with.  Well, well, 
Miss Phoebe! They'll miss me in the gardens hereabouts, and round by the back 
doors; and Pyncheon Street, I'm afraid, will hardly look the same without old 
Uncle Venner, who remembers it with a mowing field on one side, and the 
garden of the Seven Gables on the other.  But either I must go to your country-
seat, or you must come to my farm,--that's one of two things certain; and I leave 
you to choose which!" 

"Oh, come with us, by all means, Uncle Venner!" said Clifford, who had a 
remarkable enjoyment of the old man's mellow, quiet, and simple spirit.  "I want 
you always to be within five minutes, saunter of my chair.  You are the only 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

buttons: (n) bellboy, peyote. 
executed: (adj) finished, fulfilled, 

complete. 
frightening: (adj) awesome, awful, 

menacing, alarming, fearsome, 
horrific, terrible, creepy, fearful, 
dread, formidable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) comfortable, soothing, pleasant, 
comforting, approachable, normal, 
hospitable. 

furnish: (v) afford, provide, 
contribute, render, offer,  

accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: (v) 
divest. 

gulp: (v) gobble, devour, bolt, gorge, 
sip, quaff, swallow, down; (n, v) 
swig, gasp; (n) draft. ANTONYMS: 
(v) nibble, regurgitate, exhale. 

heave: (n, v) cast, fling, raise, gasp, 
toss, lift; (v) chuck, haul, elevate, 
pitch, billow. ANTONYMS: (v) push, 
drop. 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful,  

ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent. 

saunter: (n, v) ramble, amble, walk, 
wander, promenade, hike; (adv, v) 
loiter, linger, lag; (v) roam, meander. 

sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; (v) 
breathe, languish, pine; (n) breath, 
wail, whimper, whine, suspiration. 
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philosopher I ever knew of whose wisdom has not a drop of bitter essence at the 
bottom!" 

"Dear me!" cried Uncle Venner, beginning partly to realize what manner of 
man he was.  "And yet folks used to set me down among the simple ones, in my 
younger days! But I suppose I am like a Roxbury russet,--a great deal the better, 
the longer I can be kept.  Yes; and my words of wisdom, that you and Phoebe tell 
me of, are like the golden dandelions, which never grow in the hot months, but 
may be seen glistening among the withered grass, and under the dry leaves, 
sometimes as late as December. And you are welcome, friends, to my mess of 
dandelions, if there were twice as many!" 

A plain, but handsome, dark-green barouche had now drawn up in front of 
the ruinous portal of the old mansion-house.  The party came forth, and (with the 
exception of good Uncle Venner, who was to follow in a few days) proceeded to 
take their places.  They were chatting and laughing very pleasantly together; 
and--as proves to be often the case, at moments when we ought to palpitate with 
sensibility--Clifford and Hepzibah bade a final farewell to the abode of their 
forefathers, with hardly more emotion than if they had made it their 
arrangement to return thither at tea-time.  Several children were drawn to the 
spot by so unusual a spectacle as the barouche and pair of gray horses.  
Recognizing little Ned Higgins among them, Hepzibah put her hand into her 
pocket, and presented the urchin, her earliest and staunchest customer, with 
silver enough to people the Domdaniel cavern of his interior with as various a 
procession of quadrupeds as passed into the ark.%

Two men were passing, just as the barouche drove off. 
"Well, Dixey," said one of them, "what do you think of this? My wife kept a 

cent-shop three months, and lost five dollars on her outlay.  Old Maid Pyncheon 
has been in trade just about as long, and rides off in her carriage with a couple of 
hundred thousand, --reckoning her share, and Clifford's, and Phoebe's,--and 
some say twice as much! If you choose to call it luck, it is all very well; but if we 
are to take it as the will of Providence, why, I can't exactly fathom it!" 

"Pretty good business!" quoth the sagacious Dixey,--"pretty good business!" 
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barouche: (n) rig, equipage, carriage, 
break, chariot, drag, landau, mail 
phaeton, phaeton, Tilbury, 
wagonette. 

glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, shiny, 
glisten, brilliant, beaming, sleek, 
lustrous, sparkling, reflecting light, 
gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 

outlay: (n) expenditure, expense, 
disbursement, charge, outgo, 
spending, fee, expenses, defrayment, 
payment; (v) expend. 

palpitate: (n, v) throb, pant, thrill, 
heave; (v) flutter, pulsate, shiver, 
shake, quiver, pound, flicker. 

philosopher: (n) thinker, bacon, 
libertarian, gymnosophist, empiricist, 
necessitarian, moralist, theorist, 
wisdom, pundit, mechanist. 

pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
delightfully, sunnily, genially, 
gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) happily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably,  

offensively, awfully, discordantly, 
dreadfully, shockingly, unkindly, 
irritably, harshly, curtly, nastily. 

procession: (n) march, convoy, 
cortege, cavalcade, file, string, 
pageant, series, sequence, progress, 
column. 

spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, 
exhibition, phenomenon, appearance, 
spectacles, view, wonder; (n, v) sight, 
parade. ANTONYM: (n) 
understatement. 
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Maule's %well, all this time, though left in solitude, was throwing up a 
succession of kaleidoscopic pictures, in which a gifted eye might have seen 
foreshadowed the coming fortunes of Hepzibah and Clifford, and the 
descendant of the legendary wizard, and the village maiden, over whom he had 
thrown Love's web of sorcery. The Pyncheon Elm, moreover, with what foliage 
the September gale had spared to it, whispered unintelligible prophecies.  And 
wise Uncle Venner, passing slowly from the ruinous porch, seemed to hear a 
strain of music, and fancied that sweet Alice Pyncheon--after witnessing these 
deeds, this bygone woe and this present happiness, of her kindred mortals--had 
given one farewell touch of a spirit's joy upon her harpsichord, as she floated 
heavenward from the HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

descendant: (adj, n) descendent; (n) 
offspring, progeny, scion, offshoot, 
successor, relation, heir, derivative, 
follower, sprig. ANTONYMS: (n) 
precursor, progenitor, parent, 
forebear, ascendant, predecessor. 

gifted: (adj) capable, accomplished, 
talented, able, apt, proficient, 
brilliant, ingenious, expert, 
intelligent, adept. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inept, dim, incompetent, mediocre, 
slow, clumsy. 

heavenward: (adj) skyward; (adj, adv) 
toward heaven; (adv) heavenwardly. 

kaleidoscopic: (adj) changeable, 
multicolored, motley, colourful, 
colorful, changeful, psychedelic. 

legendary: (adj) fabled, mythical, 
mythological, proverbial, imaginary, 
famed, fanciful, famous, celebrated, 
unreal, dubious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unknown, factual, historical, prosaic, 
obscure, true. 

sorcery: (n) charm, incantation,  

witchcraft, enchantment, black 
magic, magic, diabolism, 
necromancy, black art, witchery, 
diablerie. 

unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious. 
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GLOSSARY  

 
abased: (adj) groveling, slavish, 

sniveling, humbled, lowered, soapy, 
cringing, dependent, oily, pliant, 
corrupt 

abasement: (n) humiliation, abjection, 
depression, degeneration, fall, 
deterioration, disgrace, degeneracy, 
abjectness, dejection, sinking 

abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, 
move, pass 

ablaze: (adj, v) afire, alight, blazing; 
(adj) flaming, burning, on fire, 
passionate, bright, flushed, fiery; (v) 
splendid. ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, 
dispassionate, dull, dim, smothered, 
unexcited, extinguished 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 

abominable: (adj, v) odious, foul; 
(adj) abhorrent, detestable, dreadful, 
awful, execrable, terrible, loathsome, 
cursed, wicked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nice, lovable, admirable, alluring, 
appealing, commendable, laudable, 
delightful, desirable, enjoyable, 
likable 

abomination: (n) abhorrence, 
revulsion, atrocity, hatred, 
detestation, execration, hate, 
loathing, repugnance, outrage, 
aversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adoration, affection, appreciation, 
approval, benefit, delight, esteem, 
gratification, joy, kindness, blessing 

abortive: (adj) fruitless, useless, 
futile, unsuccessful, vain, ineffective, 
disastrous, idle, rudimental, 
embryonic, premature. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
complete, productive, fruitful, 
efficient, effectual, consummated, 

effective 
abound: (v) swarm, teem, flow, 

overflow, burst; (n) exuberate, 
shower down, stream, rain, 
abundance; (adj) abundant. 
ANTONYM: (v) disperse 

abstruse: (adj) esoteric, obscure, 
abstract, difficult, deep, cryptic, 
mysterious, occult, complex, dark, 
intricate. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
direct, clear, lucid, plain, obvious, 
mainstream, concrete, 
comprehensible, easy, accessible 

absurdity: (n) absurdness, nonsense, 
silliness, nonsensicality, 
meaninglessness, illogicality, 
stupidity, folly, fatuity, idiocy, 
preposterousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
logic, reasonableness, worthiness, 
solemnity, sensibleness 

absurdly: (adv) ridiculously, 
foolishly, ludicrously, nonsensically, 
idiotically, silly, stupidly, 
inconsistently, comically, illogically, 
irrationally. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
solemnly, impressively, rationally, 
harmoniously 

abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily 

accommodating: (adj) obliging, 
yielding, cooperative, docile, 
submissive, willing, kind, gracious, 
friendly, accommodative, easy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, alienating, 
disobliging, inflexible, intolerant, 
ungracious, unkind, unsympathetic, 
uncooperative, unaccommodating, 
resistant 

accompaniment: (n) concomitant, 
part, backing, escort, support, 
occurrence, protection, 
companionship, addition; (adv) 

second, bass 
accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 

compass, perfect, attain, make, 
fulfill, realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accomplishment: (n) attainment, 
completion, exploit, performance, 
deed, skill, fulfillment, feat, action, 
act, acquisition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abandonment, washout, flop, 
debacle, defeat 

accordance: (n) harmony, agreement, 
conformity, unison, concordance, 
coincidence, accordancy, admission, 
fitness, consensus, concent 

accordant: (adj) consonant, 
consistent, compatible, congruous, 
conformable, agreeable, concordant, 
consentient, unanimous, suitable; 
(adj, v) congenial. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discordant 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accrued: (adj) increased 
accumulate: (v) pile, gather, collect, 

amass, heap, hoard, compile, 
assemble, lay up, accrue, cumulate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distribute, 
dwindle, spend, lose, waste, 
dissipate, lessen, scatter, shuck, 
shed, decrease 

accurst: (adj) cursed, execrable, 
maledict, curst 

accuse: (v) charge, incriminate, 
arraign, denounce, defame, 
criminate, indict, fault, betray, 
condemn, inculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) absolve, exculpate, exonerate, 
praise, support, clear 

accusing: (adj) accusative, accusive, 
inculpatory, inculpative, 
criminative, criminatory, critical, 
denunciatory; (adj, n) reproving; (n) 
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reproachful; (v) accuse 
accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 

familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional 

acerbity: (adj, n) tartness; (n) 
bitterness, austerity, asperity, huff, 
rancour, disagreeableness, rudeness, 
fury; (adj) petulance, protervity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, 
mellowness, mildness, nectarous, 
sweetness 

acknowledgment: (n) admission, 
acknowledgement, acceptance, 
confession, greeting, credit, 
allowance, declaration, agreement, 
thanks, gratitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rejection, ungratefulness, oversight, 
snub, ignoring, invoice, blame, 
defiance 

acquaintances: (n) associates 
acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 

informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acquiescence: (n) compliance, 
consent, resignation, permission, 
sanction, approval, accord, 
agreement, submission, conformity; 
(n, v) assent. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disagreement, insubordination, 
rebellion, defiance, rejection 

acquitted: (adj) not guilty, guiltless; 
(v) acquit, absolved 

acrid: (adj, v) pungent; (adj) bitter, 
acerbic, caustic, sour, sharp, acerb, 
corrosive, hot, harsh, tart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, savory, 
palatable, nice, flattering, delicious, 
kind, complimentary, amicable 

acrimonious: (adj) bitter, sour, sharp, 
virulent, sarcastic, biting, caustic, 
acerbic, acid, severe; (adj, v) 
pungent. ANTONYMS: (adj) sweet, 
kindly, civil, peaceable, harmonious, 
cordial, amicable 

acrimony: (n) bitterness, asperity, 
acridity, virulence, pique, gall, 
tartness, harshness, resentment, 
rancor, ill will. ANTONYMS: (n) 
suavity, civility, sweetness, 
affection, goodwill, harmony 

actuated: (adj) motivated, actuate 
acutely: (adv) sharply, keenly, 

severely, astutely, piercingly, shrilly, 
cleverly; (adj, adv) intensely, 
extremely, gravely, critically. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) chronically, 
mildly, slightly, faintly, vaguely, 
unexceptionally 

addicted: (adj) habituated, dedicated, 
habitual, hooked, devoted, 
accustomed, captivated, devote, 
obsessive, obsessed; (v) dedicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaccustomed, 
averse, disinclined, independent, 
opposed, unenthusiastic, occasional 

addle: (v) mix up, spoil, confuse, 
abortive, bewilder, bemuse, 
befuddle, fluster, baffle, stillborn; (n) 
attle 

adherents: (n) followers, following 
adieu: (int, n) farewell; (n) vale, 

valediction, goodbye, leave, cheerio, 
adios, bye, so long, parting; (int) bon 
voyage. ANTONYM: (n) greeting 

admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low 

admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, 
excellently, admirable, 
marvellously, heroically, bravely, 
brilliantly, nicely, creditably, ably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
inadequately, dishonorably, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly 

admiring: (adj) admire, admiringly, 
loving, respectful, glowing, 
affectionate, amatory, appreciative, 
enthusiastic, flattering, approving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defamatory, 
critical, disdainful, disapproving, 
disrespectful, uncomplimentary 

admiringly: (adv) admire, lovingly, 
respectfully, reverently, 
approvingly, enthusiastically, 
affectionately, indulgently, kindly, 
dotingly, tenderly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disrespectfully, ill 

admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input 

adolescence: (n) youth, boyhood, 
juvenility, puberty, childhood, 
immatureness, majority, minority, 
prime, pubescence, youthfulness. 
ANTONYM: (n) senescence 

adorn: (v) deck, dress, embellish, 
ornament, beautify, enrich, grace, 
trim, garnish, gild, blazon. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mar, disfigure, 
deform, deface, damage, hurt 

adornment: (n) jewelry, 

embellishment, decoration, 
garnishment, accessory, trim, frill, 
passementerie, trimming, garnish, 
flower 

adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, 
rudderless, planless, insular, in 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anchored, determined, purposeful, 
stable, moored 

advantageous: (adj) expedient, 
useful, auspicious, helpful, gainful, 
serviceable, convenient, lucky, 
worthwhile, beneficial; (adj, v) 
profitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
useless, disadvantageous, 
detrimental, unhelpful, unfortunate, 
inauspicious, worthless, unpleasant 

adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, 
milquetoast 

afar: (adv) off, away, far away, 
distantly, beyond, Afar off, in the 
distance, by far, apart; (adj) 
outlying, far. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
close, nearby, near; (prep) within 

affability: (n) geniality, courtesy, 
cordiality, amiability, affableness, 
politeness, friendliness, amenity, 
sociability, kindness, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
frostiness, incivility, remoteness, 
reserve, rudeness 

affably: (adv) amiably, genially, 
agreeably, courteously, graciously, 
gently, happily, warmly, politely, 
pleasantly, cheerfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) nastily, rudely, frostily 

affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, 
cordial, caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) 
fatherly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, callous, undemonstrative, 
aloof, cool, disapproving, reserved, 
antagonistic, paternal, rough 

affections: (n) bosom 
affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 

protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress 

affirmed: (adj) acknowledged, 
avowed, guaranteed 

affirming: (adj) predicative, 
predicant, assertory; (n) 
confirmation 

affixed: (adj) additional 
afflict: (n, v) pain, distress; (v) 
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trouble, grieve, torment, hurt, strike, 
aggrieve, smite, bother, disturb. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, comfort, 
encourage, help, soothe 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased 

afflicting: (adj) distressing, grievous, 
vexatious 

affluent: (adj) wealthy, flush, 
exuberant, prosperous, prolific, 
bounteous, luxuriant, moneyed, 
opulent, profuse; (n) tributary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impoverished, 
suffering, penniless, needy, lacking, 
insufficient, impecunious, destitute, 
wanting; (n) distributary 

affright: (v) frighten, scare, horrify, 
startle, terrorize, terrify, intimidate; 
(n) dread, alarm, fear; (n, v) fright 

affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) 
affright 

afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, 
current, in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot 

aforesaid: (adj) aforenamed, said, 
foregoing, above-mentioned, same, 
preceding, former, foresaid 

afresh: (adv) again, newly, over 
again, new, once again, freshly, once 
more, often; (adj) the other day, just 
now, only yesterday 

afterward: (adv, conj) then, after that; 
(adv) thereafter, afterwards, later, 
subsequently, later on, next, soon; 
(adj) following; (n) future. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) now, 
previously, before 

aggregated: (adj) cumulative, 
aggregative 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, 
nervous, restive, tumultuous, 
distressed, tense, jumpy, 
overwrought, anxious, alarmed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, lethargic, 
tranquil, relaxed, assured, cool, still 

agitation: (n) disturbance, 
excitement, tumult, stirring, 
convulsion, stir, commotion, 
emotion, unrest, shake, turmoil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, calm, 
equanimity, rest, peace, deterrent 

agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, 
sweet, consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 

unacceptable 
aimless: (adj) random, purposeless, 

capricious, pointless, meaningless, 
desultory, haphazard, vagabond, 
empty, afloat; (adj, adv) wandering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) directed, 
resolute, planned, motivated, 
methodical, focused, determined, 
pointed, guided, meaningful 

aimlessly: (adv) indiscriminately, 
pointlessly, without aim, randomly, 
haphazardly, driftingly, blindly, 
erratically, objectlessly, desultorily, 
vagrantly 

airily: (adv) gaily, breezily, 
cheerfully, visionarily, ethereally, 
slightly, flippantly, freshly, jauntily, 
sprightly, lively 

airing: (n, v) drive, ride, outing; (n) 
aeration, stroll, saunter, walk, 
expedition, improvement, turn, 
journey 

airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty 

airy: (adj) light, windy, aery, aerial, 
ethereal, insubstantial, sprightly, 
perky, volatile, aeriform, aired. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airless, hot, 
massive, wooden, weighty, 
substantial, stifling, sluggish, 
ponderous, musty, lumbering 

aisle: (n) thoroughfare, path, nave, 
corridor, gangway, lane, route, 
runway, access, glade, vista 

ajar: (v) dissentient, unclosed, 
unstopped, wide open, out of tune; 
(adj) open, gaping, partly open, not 
closed 

akin: (adj) near, like, allied, 
equivalent, alike, similar, analogous, 
parallel, cognate, kindred, 
corresponding. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconnected, alien, disconnected, 
dissimilar, different 

alacrity: (n) rapidity, speed, 
promptness, activity, preparedness, 
velocity, haste, swiftness, quickness, 
expedition; (adj) life. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aversion, reservation, reluctance, 
indifference, hesitance, dullness, 
disinclination, apathy, tardiness, 
delay 

alienated: (adj) disaffected, antisocial, 
bitter, confused, contumacious, cool, 
disloyal, anomic, disturbed, far, 
factious 

alight: (v) light, land, perch, 

dismount, get down, settle, get off, 
descend; (adj) ablaze, burning, 
blazing. ANTONYM: (v) mount 

all-important: (adj) necessary, life-
and-death, critical 

all-powerful: (adj) almighty, 
omnipotent, autocratic, 
predominant, powerful, divine, 
formidable 

allude: (v) advert, refer, hint, glance, 
intimate, suggest, touch, bring up, 
mean, notice, pertain 

allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, 
cue, suggestion, mention, 
intimation, pointer, insinuation, 
implication, indication, clue 

almighty: (adj) omnipotent, 
powerful, potent, great, supreme; 
(adj, n) divine; (n) lord, Jehovah, 
deity, God, godhead. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ineffectual, insignificant, lay, 
powerless, lowly 

almshouse: (n) townhouse, 
workhouse 

aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up, 
on high, over, aloof, upwards, 
uphill, above ground; (prep) upon; 
(adj) eminent, lofty 

aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, 
indifferent, unfriendly, frigid, 
arrogant, cold; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
involved, approachable, sociable, 
outgoing, open, enthusiastic, 
relaxed, communicative, affable, 
respectful 

amazingly: (adj, adv) wonderfully, 
stupendously, awfully; (adv) 
surprisingly, astoundingly, 
extraordinarily, spectacularly, 
marvelously, fabulously, terrificly, 
terrifically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
predictably, mildly 

amends: (n) atonement, 
compensation, recompense, 
satisfaction, redress, damages, 
reprisal, indemnity, requital; (n, v) 
restitution, restoration 

amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, 
nice, lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold 

amicably: (adv) friendlily, agreeably, 
politely, respectfully, courteously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) rudely 

amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) 
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badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) 
perfectly, properly, suitably, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) 
okay, correct, good 

amphitheater: (n) coliseum, arena, 
stadium, ambo, auditorium, field, 
amphitheatral , amphitheatrical , 
circus, vista, tribune 

amplitude: (n) affluence, width, 
latitude, magnitude, breadth, 
wideness, expanse, extent, fullness, 
broadness; (adj, n) mass 

amputation: (n) abscission, cut-off, 
disability, impairment, handicap, 
disablement, surgery, operation, 
severance, elimination, exclusion 

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint 

analyze: (n, v) scrutinize; (v) review, 
assay, consider, study, check, 
canvass, break down, investigate, 
anatomize, analyse. ANTONYMS: 
(v) assemble, overlook, unite, 
integrate, ignore, construct, 
compound, combine, compose, 
neglect 

anathema: (n) imprecation, curse, 
execration, abomination, 
commination, ban, malison, bane, 
fulmination, maranatha; (adj, n) 
taboo. ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
love, beloved 

ancestor: (n) forerunner, forefather, 
parent, father, precursor, 
antecedent, forebear, forbear, 
prototype, ancestry, ascendant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) descendant, 
successor, offspring, progeny 

ancestral: (adj) family, patrimonial, 
heritable, genetic, linear, patriarchal, 
familial, lineal, inherited, 
inheritable, ethnic 

ancestry: (n) origin, descent, birth, 
derivation, extraction, family, 
pedigree, lineage, line, heredity, 
breed. ANTONYMS: (n) 
descendants, posterity 

anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, 
once again, new; (adj) only 
yesterday, the other day, just now 

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, 
unanimated, bored, impassive, 

unexciting, dead 
animating: (adj) enlivening, 

invigorating, inspiriting, inspiring, 
proceleusmatic, stirring, 
exhilarating, glad, animated, 
exciting; (n) awakening 

animation: (adj, n) life, vivacity; (n) 
liveliness, vitality, activity, spirit, 
exhilaration, dash, energy, 
buoyancy; (adj) alacrity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
lifelessness, inertness, inertia, 
sluggishness, boredom 

animosity: (n) hatred, enmity, anger, 
malice, rancor, resentment, venom, 
bad blood, antagonism, spite, 
abhorrence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
companionship, affection, love, 
friendship, harmony, goodwill, 
cooperation 

annals: (n) history, record, account, 
records, register, story, roll, 
almanac, diary, legend, yearbook 

annihilate: (v) eradicate, exterminate, 
eliminate, wipe out, extinguish, 
destroy, quash, crush, demolish, 
quench, extirpate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
build, help, save, protect, surrender 

annihilated: (adj) exterminated, lost, 
uncreated, wiped out, annihilate; (v) 
perished 

annoyance: (n) anger, harassment, 
aggravation, disturbance, 
inconvenience, pain, bother, 
botheration, temper, displeasure, 
vexation. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
satisfaction, patience, calmness, 
delight, equanimity, advantage, 
balm 

annulling: (n) cancellation, 
circumduction, abolition; (adj) 
negative 

anomaly: (n) aberration, 
anomalousness, deviation, 
abnormity, aberrant, peculiarity, 
irregularity, exception, deflection, 
informality, anachronism. 
ANTONYM: (n) normality 

anon: (adv) directly, immediately, 
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath 

antagonist: (n) opponent, adversary, 
enemy, foe, rival, match, opposition, 
opposer, assailant, opposite, 
competitor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
supporter, advocate, colleague, 
synergist, ally, defender 

antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, 
abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) love, attraction, 

liking, like, leaning, regard, appeal, 
appreciation, admiration, affection, 
friendliness 

antiquarian: (adj) antique, ancient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) young, modern, 
new 

antiquated: (adj) old, aged, 
antediluvian, archaic, obsolete, 
musty, old-fashioned, outdated, 
dowdy, outmoded, antique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
contemporary, fresh, modernistic, 
recent, current 

antiquities: (n) antique 
antiquity: (n) ancientness, ancientry, 

past, relic, status quo, artefact, 
artifact, oldness, old age, hoariness; 
(adj, n) age. ANTONYMS: (n) today, 
newness, modernity 

anywise: (adv) somehow, however, 
at all, anyway, anyhow, anyways, 
anything, helter-skelter 

apathy: (n) indifference, inactivity, 
lassitude, inertia, lethargy, passivity, 
supineness, passiveness, 
lukewarmness, emotionlessness, 
impassivity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
keenness, energy, interest, 
inquisitiveness, vitality, drive, 
eagerness, concern, involvement, 
enjoyment, desire 

aperture: (n) breach, slit, puncture, 
opening, gap, cleft, perforation, 
loophole, mouth, hiatus, outlet. 
ANTONYM: (n) closure 

apoplectic: (adj) motionless 
apoplexy: (n) stroke, CVA, seizure, 

ictus; (adj) paralysis, inanition, 
collapse, deliquium, exhaustion, 
sideration, syncope 

apothegm: (n) aphorism, 
apophthegm, adage, dictum, 
proverb, saying, axiom, maxim, 
byword, saw, rule 

appalled: (adj) dismayed, scared, 
shocked, horrified, afraid, fright, 
amazed, astonished, stunned, 
outraged, scandalized. ANTONYM: 
(adj) indifferent 

apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe 

apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, 
spirit, spectre, hallucination, spook, 
shade, eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) 
vision 

appellation: (n) designation, 
denomination, title, name, 
nickname, epithet, moniker, term, 
appellative, cognomen, degree 

appertaining: (adj) appertinent 
applaud: (v) praise, eulogize, cheer, 
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extol, hail, admire, clap, commend, 
approve, compliment, exalt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) criticize, 
disparage, lament, hiss, censure, 
commiserate, condemn 

appliances: (n) equipment, rig, 
hardware, rigging, outfit, tackle, 
tackling 

apposite: (adj) pertinent, appropriate, 
opportune, apropos, suitable, fit, 
applicable, adequate, correct, 
germane, fitting. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wrong 

appositeness: (n) aptness, propriety, 
adequacy, pertinency, suitableness, 
relevancy, appropriateness, 
suitability, expediency, relationship, 
application. ANTONYM: (n) 
inaptness 

apposition: (n) juxtaposition, parity, 
modification, application, abuttal, 
meeting; (prep) addition, 
accompaniment, accord, 
accumulation, adaptation 

apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misunderstand, discharge, free, 
liberate 

apprehensive: (adj) anxious, fearful, 
uneasy, alarmed, worried, timid, 
doubtful, shy, insecure, jealous; (adj, 
n) nervous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assured, unworried, calm, unafraid, 
cocksure, trusting, serene, 
unconcerned, fearless, carefree, 
brave 

apprehensively: (adv) uneasily, 
fearfully, worriedly, solicitously, 
timidly, restlessly, nervously, 
timorously, suspiciously, 
uncertainly, hesitantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) calmly, 
fearlessly, trustingly, unconcernedly 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) 
applause, agreement, approval, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, 
admiration, permission, 
appreciation, favor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) condemnation, disapproval, 
criticism 

appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, 
condemned, seized, reserved 

appropriating: (n) capture 
aptitude: (n) capability, skill, 

capacity, fitness, facility, dexterity, 
potential, talent, flair, gift, 
proficiency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inability, inaptitude, stupidity, 
disinclination, incapacity, 

skillessness, incompetence 
aptly: (adv) fitly, appropriately, 

adroitly, appositely, fittingly, 
properly, readily, felicitously, 
handily, ably, pronely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) incompetently, 
unsuitably 

aqueduct: (n) conduit, channel, canal, 
duct, pantile, pipe, flume, culvert, 
gully, trough, gutter 

arbiter: (n) arbitrator, mediator, 
judge, referee, expert, adjudicator, 
umpire, critic, authority, moderator, 
go-between 

arbor: (n) bower, mandrel, axle, 
spindle, hinge, arbour, axis, 
mandril, alcove, stud, frame 

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked 

armor: (n, v) armour, mask; (n) 
armature, defense, security, guard, 
protection, safeguard, crust, shell, 
skin 

arouse: (v) wake, stir, agitate, excite, 
awaken, stimulate, anger, kindle, 
provoke, raise; (n, v) rouse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, dampen, 
stifle, sedate, quiet, pacify, bore, 
allay, lull, quench, suppress 

arrayed: (adj) armored, panoplied, 
clothed, clad, armed; (v) habited, 
accustomed 

artful: (adj) crafty, cunning, 
scheming, wily, shrewd, insidious, 
designing, sly, adroit, subtle, 
disingenuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
artless, unskillful, inept, ingenuous, 
unskilled, open, straight 

ascending: (adj) uphill, rising, 
assurgent, climbing, ascendent; (n) 
ascension, ascent, rise, advance, 
movement; (v) go up 

aslant: (adj) oblique, inclined, 
slanting, diagonal, sloping, wry, 
awry; (adj, adv) aslope; (adv) 
slantingly, obliquely, athwart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) level; (adv) 
straight 

asperity: (adj, n) acerbity; (n) 
austerity, hardship, rigor, bitterness, 
rigidity, severity, grimness, 
rigorousness, rigour, ruggedness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) softness, amenity, 
dullness, mildness, friendliness 

aspiring: (adj) aspirant, wishful, 
enterprising, envious, desirous, 
coming; (v) aspire, vaulting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) desperate 

assail: (n, v) assault; (v) invade, 
bombard, molest, raid, hit, beset, 

besiege, strike, storm, impugn. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
champion, support, protect 

assemble: (v) accumulate, aggregate, 
meet, gather, convene, call, set up, 
collect, group, make, get together. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dismantle, 
disband, disassemble, scatter, part, 
separate, disintegrate, disconnect, 
dismiss, distribute, demobilize 

assembling: (n) assemblage, 
assembly, collection, collecting, 
compilation, meeting, aggregation, 
congregation, montage; (adj) 
gathering, assembled 

assenting: (adj) assentient, 
consenting, acquiescent, unanimous, 
in accord, favorable; (n) agreement, 
accession, confession; (adv) 
consentingly; (v) agree. ANTONYM: 
(adj) conflicting 

asserting: (v) affirm; (adj) 
declaratory, declarative, evidentiary; 
(n) assertion 

assign: (v) allot, delegate, consign, 
ascribe, appoint, place, allocate, 
appropriate; (n, v) allow, apply, 
give. ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, 
discharge, discredit, divest, refuse, 
take 

assignable: (adj) negotiable, 
alienable, conveyable, allocatable, 
movable, referable, exchangeable, 
transferrable, ascribable, convertible 

assimilating: (adj) assimilate, 
absorptive, absorbent, assimilative, 
assimilatory 

assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, 
supporting, support, secondary, 
supplementary, assistant; (n) 
helping. ANTONYM: (adj) main 

assortment: (n) set, variety, 
miscellany, group, selection, 
collection, categorization, diversity, 
mixture, mixed bag, category. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sameness, 
monotony, likeness 

assuredly: (adv) certainly, 
confidently, positively, securely, 
indeed, definitely, undoubtedly, 
admittedly, safely, insuredly, 
decidedly 

astir: (adj) agog, lively, wakeful; 
(adv) afoot, abroach, about; (v) 
sparkling, up the qui vive, wrought 
up. ANTONYM: (adj) asleep 

astounding: (adj) amazing, 
miraculous, wonderful, incredible, 
tremendous, spectacular, 
sensational, breathtaking, awesome, 
staggering, prodigious. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
comforting, predictable, boring, 
insignificant 

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; 
(adj) lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; 
(adv) amiss, widely, far, afield, 
aside. ANTONYM: (adj) accurate 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) 
aside, in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; 
(adj) loose, distant, adrift, aloof; (v) 
discrete, far between, free. 
ANTONYM: (adv) together 

attainable: (adj) possible, obtainable, 
gettable, available, feasible, 
approachable, accessible, viable, 
doable, realistic, open. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unattainable, 
unachievable, impossible 

attained: (adj) attains, attaint, 
reached, complete, earned, fulfilled 

attaining: (v) attain, achieve; (n) 
attainment 

attendant: (n) companion, follower, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) 
accompanying, concomitant, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, 
unrelated, significant 

attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate 

attentively: (adv) carefully, 
mindfully, watchfully, observantly, 
heedfully, vigilantly, cautiously, 
considerately, diligently, alertly, 
obligingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unhelpfully, neglectfully, abruptly, 
carelessly, hastily, casually 

attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, 
wear; (n) costume, garment, outfit, 
clothes; (v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, 
strip, unclothe; (n) nakedness 

attributing: (n) reference 
auctioneer: (n) broker, agent, 

attorney, secretary, solicitor, clerk, 
seller, underwriter, proctor, 
commission agent; (v) auction off 

audacious: (adj) brash, arrogant, 
barefaced, bold, daring, impudent, 
intrepid, brave, shameless, 
enterprising, insolent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, timid, cautious, polite, 
reserved, meek, humble, fearful, 
discreet, respectful 

audible: (adj) plain, hearable, 

distinct, detectable, sounding, sharp, 
sonic, definite, discernible, 
perceptible, sensory. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inaudible, unintelligible, 
undetectable, silent, faint 

auditory: (adj) acoustic, auditive, 
audience, audio, aural, audile; (n) 
hearing, auditorium, pit, boxes, 
stalls 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, 
zip; (adj) any 

augury: (n) omen, sign, portent, 
warning, prognostic, indication, 
hunch, signal, foreboding, forecast, 
forerunner 

auspices: (n) auspice, aegis, 
patronage, forecast, backing, 
security, sponsorship, guidance, 
means, custody, agency 

austere: (adj) ascetic, stern, severe, 
harsh, plain, rigorous, rigid, 
abstemious, stark, astringent, stiff. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ornate, 
luxurious, frivolous, hedonistic, 
extravagant, lush, elaborate, 
spending, sunny, warm, indulgent 

authenticity: (n) genuineness, 
legitimacy, reality, verity, 
originality, truth, validity, honesty, 
veracity, fidelity, actuality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccuracy, 
insincerity 

authorized: (v) allowed; (adj) 
authorised, official, accredited, 
competent, lawful, legal, legitimate, 
permissible, qualified; (adj, v) 
privileged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unauthorized, illegal, unqualified 

autocrat: (n) monarch, dictator, 
tyrant, czar, oppressor, 
authoritarian, sovereign, totalitarian, 
oligarch, bully, Caesar 

autumnal: (adj) maturer, vespertine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) summery, 
vernal, wintry 

avalanche: (n) deluge, occurrence, 
cascade, landslip, mud slide, plenty; 
(v) debacle, descend, roll down. 
ANTONYMS: (n) deficiency, lack, 
famine, drought 

avenger: (n) vindicator, revenger, 
wreaker, venger, Eumenides, 
aggressor, assailant, attacker, 
retaliator 

aver: (v) assert, attest, allege, assure, 
asseverate, avow, declare, claim, 
swear, hold, state. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, refute 

aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 

revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill 

awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested 

awakening: (n) arousal, waking up, 
revival, disenchantment, 
awakenment, introduction, 
provocation; (adj) arousing, moving, 
animating; (v) awake. ANTONYM: 
(n) suppression 

awarding: (n) award, bestowing, 
giving, grant, donation, 
employment, accolade, awarding of 
a contract 

awfulness: (n) terribleness, 
horridness, frightfulness, 
atrociousness, fearfulness, gravity, 
solemnity, ghastliness, horror, 
horribleness, terror. ANTONYMS: 
(n) insignificance, delight 

awhile: (adj) in transitu, en passant; 
(adv) briefly 

awoke: (adj) awakened 
awry: (adj, adv) askew, crooked; (adj) 

erroneous, bent, deformed, 
distorted, incorrect, wry, wrong; 
(adv) skew; (v) irregular. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, right, 
aligned, even 

azure: (adj, n) cerulean, blue; (n) 
sapphire, blueness, indigo, lazuline, 
heaven; (adj) chromatic, bright blue, 
azurn, azureous 

babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense 

babbling: (adj) loquacious, telltale, 
voluble, blatant, blathering, 
blithering, gabbling, garrulous, 
jabbering; (n) stultiloquy, 
stultiloquence 

babyhood: (n) childhood, 
immaturity, babehood, girlhood, 
youthhood, immatureness, 
boyhood, early days, early 
childhood, cradle; (adj) puerility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) parenthood, 
adolescence 

bachelor: (adj) single, unmarried, 
unattached; (n) unmarried man, 
graduate, knight bachelor, widower, 
old bachelor, spinster, adult male, 
agamist. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
married; (n) husband 

backbone: (n) back, strength, nerve, 
courage, mainstay, pluck, spine, 
vertebral column, grit, stamina; (adj, 
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n) bottom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
powerlessness, spinelessness, 
timidity, weakness 

backward: (adj, adv) late, 
behindhand; (adj) tardy, retarded, 
reluctant, coy, slow, laggard, 
dilatory; (adv) behind, backwardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) ahead; 
(adv) onward; (adj) quick, 
developing, advanced, confident, 
brilliant, bold 

backwardness: (n) reserve, 
abnormality, amentia, stupidity, 
arrearage, diffidence, bashfulness, 
shyness, lag, mongoloid, 
subnormality 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad 
bagging: (n) burlap, gunny, sacking, 

gunny bag-ging, cloth, textile, fabric, 
material, sack, sackcloth, canvas 

bake: (v) roast, broil, fire, fry, cook, 
stew, to bake, grill, scorch, toast, 
heat 

balm: (n) salve, unguent, incense, 
perfume, aroma, unction, liniment, 
balsam, arnica, lotion, fragrance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) irritant, nuisance 

balmy: (adj) aromatic, fragrant, mild, 
clement, sweet, temperate, savory, 
benign, dotty, redolent, soft. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, blustery, 
chilly, normal, stable, stormy, 
wintery, wintry, inclement 

balustrade: (n) fence, banisters, 
banister, bannister, barrier, handrail, 
pale, balusters, guardrail, 
circumvallation, ring fence 

bandage: (v) bind, wrap, dress, 
envelop; (adj, n) truss, tie; (n) 
swathe, binding, roller, gauze; (adj) 
string. ANTONYM: (v) undress 

bandbox: (adj) dapper, spruce 
bandy: (v) exchange, agitate, band, 

shuttlecock, argue, debate, shuffle, 
brandish, change bands, flap; (n) 
bander 

bank-note: (n) greenback 
banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) 

party, celebration, carousal, treat, 
entertainment, spread, dinner, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack 

banshee: (n) benshie, lemures, 
seamaid, ghost, benshee, boggart, 
dryad, ghoul, Nereid, nymph, peri 

barbarian: (n) Goth, vandal, brute; 
(adj) heathen, barbaric, barbarous, 
uncivilized, uncultured, wild, rude, 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cultured, refined; (n) native, citizen 

bargaining: (n) haggle, chaffer, 
negotiation, business, parley, 
negotiations, deal, dealing, traffic, 

talks, haggling 
barouche: (n) rig, equipage, carriage, 

break, chariot, drag, landau, mail 
phaeton, phaeton, Tilbury, 
wagonette 

barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, 
veined; (n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open 

barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
productive, lush, fruitful, 
developing, growing, profitable, 
rewarding, rich, sheltered, humid, 
populous 

barter: (n, v) trade, swap, truck, 
traffic, swop, switch; (v) bargain, 
change; (n) commutation, 
permutation, interchange 

bartering: (adj) commercial; (n) 
disposal 

bathe: (adj, v) steep, lave, immerse, 
soak; (v) take a bath, tub, clean, 
rinse, bath; (n, v) swim; (n) bathing. 
ANTONYMS: (v) smudge, stain, 
soil, dip 

bathed: (adj) sweaty 
bazaar: (n) fair, market, exchange, 

bazar, emporium, marketplace, 
store, guildhall, change, carnival, 
bourse 

beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, 
glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, 
refulgent, sunny, luminous, 
resplendent, incandescent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, 
dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, 
tenebrous 

beanstalk: (adj) stem, slender, tall, 
lanky, thin, spare 

bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate 

beasts: (n) stock 
beautified: (adj) adorned, 

embellished 
beautifying: (adj) cultural, fancy; (n) 

decoration 
beaver: (n) whiskers, opera hat, 

topper, top hat, stovepipe, alpha 
geminorum, silk hat, high hat, eager 
beaver, dress hat; (adj) irrepressible 

bedchamber: (n) bedroom, 
dormitory, room, sleeping room, 
master bedroom, boudoir 

bedclothes: (n) bedspread, cover, 
linen, bed linen, bed clothing, litter, 
clothes, throw, spread, quilt, puff 

bedimmed: (adj) dingy 
bedtime: (n) night, gloaming, going 

down of the sun, dewy eve 
beefsteak: (v) barbecue, beche de 

MER, banana, avocado, atole; (n) 
steak, porterhouse, beef patty 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass 

befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, 
suitable, apropos, decent, condign, 
fitting, fit; (adj, v) proper; (n) feat; 
(v) meet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improper, unbecoming, unfitting, 
unsuitable 

befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; 
(n) take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
shun, ignore, neglect, reject 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) 
beseeching, entreating, mendicant, 
imploring, suppliant, vagabond 

beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, 
delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated 

behavior: (n, v) bearing, demeanor; 
(n) carriage, conduct, deportment, 
act, behaviour, manner, character, 
action, morality 

beheld: (adj) visual 
behindhand: (adv) behind; (adj, adv) 

backward; (adj) tardy, slow, belated, 
overdue, dilatory, untimely, 
undone, serotine; (adj, v) remiss 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook 

beholder: (n) witness, looker, 
observer, onlooker, viewer, 
eyewitness, bystander, auditor, 
audile, passer by, watcher 

beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual 
perception, look 

belching: (n) eructation, burp, 
burping 

believer: (adj, n) convert; (n) apostle, 
supporter, devotee, worshipper, 
abiogenist, zealot, religionist, 
proselyte, layman; (adj) pietist. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skeptic, 
nonbeliever, guru, God, leader, 
opponent 

bellowing: (n) roaring, roar, bellows, 
hollo, holloa, rout, yowl, boation, 
mugiency, hollering; (adj) mugient 

bemoaning: (n) grief; (adj) querulous 
benches: (n) bleachers 
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benediction: (n, v) blessing; (n) grace, 
orison, thanks, communion, 
doxology, hosanna, invocation, 
supplication, beatitude; (v) bless. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
malediction, anathema 

beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, 
philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 
kindliness, generosity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) malevolence, 
meanness, cruelty, misanthropy, 
wickedness, nastiness, malice 

benevolent: (adj) good, charitable, 
generous, kind, philanthropic, 
gracious, loving, amiable; (adj, n) 
beneficent, compassionate, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) malicious, 
unfeeling, mean, selfish, unkind, 
misanthropic, nasty, hardhearted, 
inhumane 

benevolently: (adv) benignly, 
generously, humanely, beneficently, 
considerately, liberally, 
compassionately, graciously, 
helpfully, benignantly, friendly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) malevolently, 
spitefully, meanly, cruelly, ill 

benignity: (n) kindliness, 
benignancy, favor, graciousness, 
tenderness, friendliness, amiability, 
benefaction; (adj, n) kindness, 
humanity; (adj) beneficence 

benumbing: (adj) benumbed 
bequeath: (n, v) will; (v) leave, give, 

pass on, demise, entrust, endow, 
devise, transmit, remember, donate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disown, 
withdraw, take 

bequeathed: (adj) hereditary 
bereaved: (v) minus, cut off, deprive, 

divest, denuded; (adj) grieving, 
mourning, sad, sorrowing, orbate 

berry: (n) fruit, kernel, berries, 
cranberry, currant, dewberry, 
hackberry, wintergreen, 
whortleberry, teaberry, mulberry 

beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, 
offer, grant, reject 

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, 
impart, contribute, donate, apply, 
award; (adj, v) accord, allow, 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, 
refuse, withhold, retrieve, withdraw 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate 

betake: (v) wend, apply, address, 
accost, get, obtain, refer, acquire, 
aim, beget, attach 

bethink: (v) recollect, mull, remind, 
recall, think, reflect, ponder, 
speculate, ruminate, consider, 
contemplate 

betimes: (adv) early, soon, anon, rath, 
betime, ahead of time, rathe 

betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, 
grass, dupe, reveal, mislead, 
disclose, accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, 
undeceive, hide, defend, withhold 

betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, 
amid; (adv) atwixt 

beverage: (n) potable, alcohol, 
refresher, potion, drinkable, 
potation, draught, draft, libation; (v) 
broth, soup. ANTONYM: (n) solid 

bewilder: (v) astound, amaze, puzzle, 
bemuse, baffle, nonplus, befuddle, 
stump; (adj, v) perplex, confound, 
stun. ANTONYMS: (v) explain, 
enlighten, inform, sharpen 

bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken 
aback, addled, disoriented; (adj, v) 
lost. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressed, clear, oriented, 
precise, understanding, alert 

bewildering: (adj) astonishing, 
puzzling, perplexing, confusing, 
marvelous, mystifying, amazing, 
astounding, discomfit, upsetting, 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enlightening, simple, soothing 

bewilderment: (n) astonishment, 
quandary, confusion, surprise, 
wonder, bemusement, maze, chaos, 
jumble, mess; (adj, n) perplexity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, clarity 

bewitched: (adj) enchanted, 
fascinated, infatuated, magical, 
ensorcelled, doomed, captive, rapt, 
enamored, obsessed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) disgusted 

bewitching: (adj, v) charming, 
fascinating, captivating, engaging; 
(adj) attractive, seductive, lovely, 
winning, entrancing, enthralling; (v) 
bewitch 

bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative 

bigness: (n) bulk, size, largeness, 
vastness, roominess, magnitude, 
grandness, bulkiness, ampleness, 
dimensions, volume 

biped: (adj, n) bipedal, human; (n) 
creature, brute, fauna, animate 

being, beast 
bird's-nest: (n) Monotropa, crow's-

nest 
bitten: (adj) stung, rabid, annoyed; 

(v) smitten 
blackness: (n) black, darkness, sable, 

gloom, nigritude, night, inkiness, 
dark, murk, murkiness, obscurity 

blacksmith: (n) farrier, horseshoer, 
forger, locksmith, metalworker, 
sailmaker, wheelwright, smithy, 
smith 

blameless: (adj) irreproachable, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed 

blanched: (adj) ashen, colorless, 
white, bleached, bloodless, 
benevolent, wan, pale, lightened, 
fair, faded 

blasted: (adj) cursed, infernal, 
damned, goddamn, darned, damn, 
goddamned, blessed, deuced, 
blame, blamed 

bleached: (adj) blanched, artificial, 
attenuate, attenuated, biased, 
colored, coloured, dyed, faded, 
faint, fair 

blended: (adj) mixed, miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, alloyed, 
amalgamated, beaten, adulterate, 
conglomerate; (n) medley; (v) 
mingle 

blessings: (n) blessing, godsend 
blest: (adj) blessed, fortunate, 

beatified, blissful, blame, blasted, 
blamed, golden, glorious, favored 

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, 
enhance, improve; (n) health, boon, 
bounty 

blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad 

blighting: (adj) biting 
bliss: (n) happiness, joy, ecstasy, 

pleasure, paradise, blessedness, 
felicity, elation, beatitude, heaven, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
sorrow, agony, grief, anguish, 
sadness, suffering, gloom, hell, 
dissatisfaction 

blissful: (adj) happy, heavenly, 
merry, joyful, delighted, glad, 
cheerful, delightful, ecstatic, elated, 
blest. ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
grieving, sad, sorrowful, depressed, 
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unpleasant, down, dreadful 
blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, 

flourishing, healthy, prosperous, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, 
cherry, verdant, green. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) arid, pale 

blossom: (adj, n, v) flower, blow; (n, 
v) bud; (n) blooming, heyday, 
efflorescence; (v) prosper, flourish, 
thrive, progress, unfold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) wither, 
deteriorate, struggle, shrivel, shrink, 
fade, die; (n) withering 

blossoming: (n) bloom, florescence, 
flowering, anthesis, blossom, 
efflorescence, inflorescence, 
ontogeny, ontogenesis; (adj) 
budding, growing. ANTONYM: 
(adj) failing 

blubbering: (n) babble, tear; (adj) 
tearful 

bluntness: (n) honesty, obtuseness, 
frankness, brusqueness, 
inconsiderateness, configuration, 
contour, thoughtlessness, form, 
shape, inconsideration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sharpness, tact, 
deceit, delicacy, evasiveness, 
indirectness 

blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 
crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness 

blushing: (adj) rosy, coy, blushful, 
flushed, red, shy, bashful, 
overmodest, ruddy; (adv) 
blushingly, ablush. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pale 

bluster: (v) brag, gasconade, swash, 
bully; (n, v) swagger, roar, storm, 
clatter; (n) boasting, bravado; (adj, v) 
vapor. ANTONYMS: (n) mildness, 
reticence, timidity 

boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, 
gasconade, show off, rodomontade, 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (n) 
arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deprecation; (v) downplay, lack 

boisterous: (adj, n) rough; (adj) 
furious, loud, noisy, fierce, raucous, 
wild, rude, vociferous; (adj, v) 
tempestuous, rampant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
orderly, calm, dignified, silent, 
tranquil, gentle, placid 

boisterously: (adv) noisily, 
clamorously, raucously, 
uproariously, rowdily, riotously, 
loudly, tumultuously, vociferously, 
unruly, roughly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) demurely, peacefully 

boldly: (adj, adv) courageously, 
valiantly, heroically; (adv) 
fearlessly, daringly, bravely, 
intrepidly, impudently, audaciously, 
shamelessly, brashly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) discreetly, modestly, 
nervously, hesitantly, shyly, 
fearfully, meekly, submissively, 
secretly, respectfully, diffidently 

boldness: (n) prowess, face, daring, 
valor, nerve, assurance, heroism, 
audaciousness, spirit, cheek, valour. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
shyness, timidity, meekness, 
reticence 

bolted: (adj) barred, Bolten, secured, 
firm, barricaded, blockaded, bolted 
attachment, fast, fastened, latched, 
tight 

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 
emancipation, freedom 

bonfire: (n) fire, balefire, blaze, 
conflagration, firecracker, fireworks, 
salute, beacon, campfire, feu de joie, 
flames 

bonnet: (n) cap, protection, chapeau, 
tile, wimple, beret, lid, cowling, 
castor, poke bonnet, sunbonnet 

bony: (adj) osseous, gaunt, lean, thin, 
emaciated, scrawny, skinny, 
angular, lanky, meager, boney. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, boneless, 
fat, stout 

bookcase: (n) bookshelf, cupboard, 
library, closet, furniture, cabinet, 
secretaire, article of furniture, 
davenport, till, sideboard 

bordered: (adj) fringed, edged, 
delimited, surrounded 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

boudoir: (n) bedchamber, bedroom, 
master bedroom 

boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, 
incalculable, immense, 
immeasurable, interminable, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) limited, restricted, confined, 
finite, incomplete, negligible, small 

bountifully: (adj, adv) copiously, 
plenteously, abundantly; (adv) 
plentifully, freely, generously, 
liberally, profusely, handsomely, 
munificently, lavishly 

bounty: (adj, n) largesse; (n) 
abundance, bounteousness, 
premium, blessing, prize, 
munificence, beneficence, 
generosity; (v) benefaction; (n, v) 
gift. ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, 
fine, insufficiency, penalty, 
meanness 

bouquet: (n) aroma, nosegay, 
perfume, smell, scent, bunch, odor, 
redolence, posy, flavour, spray 

bower: (n) arbour, alcove, pergola, 
hermitage, grotto, framing, 
framework, summer house; (v) 
inclose, embower, enclose 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive 

boyhood: (n) babyhood, adolescence, 
youth, youthhood, infancy, 
girlhood, age, boyism, puberty. 
ANTONYM: (n) adulthood 

brackish: (adj) salt, saline, bracky, 
stagnant, nauseous, briny 

braid: (adj) knit, string, tie; (n, v) 
twine; (adj, v) embroider, lace; (v) 
plat; (n) tress, pigtail, ribbon, band 

branded: (adj) identified, known, 
proprietary, recognized 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, 
trousers, pantaloons 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold 

brew: (n) beer, drink, concoction, 
blend, mixture, ale; (v) concoct, 
make, saturate, prepare, knead. 
ANTONYM: (v) erupt 

brewage: (n) ale, beer, intoxicant, 
inebriant, drink, alcohol, mead, 
suds, alcoholic beverage 

bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, 
espousal, hymen, marriage 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried 

brightening: (n) blooming, polishing, 
limb, illumination, first blush, break 
of day 

brightness: (n) luminance, light, 
shine, clarity, lustre, glow, glare, 
glitter, luminosity; (n, v) 
illumination, gloss. ANTONYMS: 
(n) cloudiness, murkiness, dimness, 
darkness, mistiness, softness, 
sadness, bleakness, dirtiness, 
pessimism; (adv) seriously 
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brilliancy: (n, v) brightness; (n) 
brilliance, lustre, luster, splendor, 
glitter, glory, radiance, splendour; 
(adj, n) gorgeousness; (v) gloss 

brim: (n) rim, periphery, verge, edge, 
lip, hem, rand, margin, perimeter, 
brink, limit 

brimming: (adj) teeming, brimful, 
brimful of, full, brimfull, brimfull of, 
replete, overflowing, chock-full, 
spilling over, packed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) empty, unfilled 

brink: (n, v) edge; (n) border, hem, 
threshold, boundary, brim, shore, 
periphery, lip, margin, limit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) middle, interior, 
end 

bristle: (n) fiber, hair, whisker; (v) 
teem, burn, seethe, rage, arise, fume, 
blow up; (n, v) brustle. ANTONYM: 
(v) calm 

brittle: (adj) crumbly, breakable, 
crisp, fragile, short, crispy, brickle, 
sensitive, insubstantial, shivery, 
brash. ANTONYMS: (adj) solid, 
strong, resilient, durable, relaxed, 
sturdy, unbreakable, soft 

broach: (v) bring up, mention, raise, 
suggest, tap, open; (n, v) propose, 
utter; (n) advance, drift, propound. 
ANTONYMS: (v) close, suppress 

broached: (adv) astir, afoot 
broadcloth: (n) fabric 
broadsword: (n) steel, backsword, 

glaive, blade, brand, claymore, saber 
brocaded: (adj) raised, decorated, 

kincob 
broil: (n) brawl, quarrel, fight, fray, 

feud, affray, clash; (adj, v) burn; (v) 
bake, parch; (n, v) scuffle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, refrigerate 

broiled: (adj) heated, baked, 
barbecued, done 

broken-hearted: (adj) despairing 
bronchial: (adj) bronchic 
brooding: (adj) pondering, 

thoughtful, contemplative, hatching, 
meditative, pensive, wistful; (v) 
brewing, batching; (n) chick 
management, parturition. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
cheerful 

broodingly: (adv) contemplatively, 
musingly, meditatively, pensively, 
thoughtfully, wistfully, reflectively, 
broodily, ruminatively. ANTONYM: 
(adv) rashly 

brotherhood: (n) fraternity, sodality, 
association, kinship, relationship, 
friendliness, confraternity, 
fellowship, organization, 
partnership, society 

brows: (n) brow 
brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 

brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

brutish: (adj) brutal, barbarous, 
bestial, brute, savage, fierce, boorish, 
ferocious, cruel, indelicate; (adj, adv) 
beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
humane, refined 

bubble: (v) babble, foam, froth, 
burble, effervesce, seethe, gurgle, 
fizz; (n) blister, bladder, vesicle 

bubbles: (n) froth, suds, 
effervescence, spume, fizz, lather, 
sparkle 

bubbling: (adj) sparkling, bubbly, 
frothy, foamy, sparkly, spumous, 
effervescing, fizzy, foaming; (n) 
solvent popping, effervescence 

buckwheat: (n) Fagopyrum 
esculentum, polygonum 
Fagopyrum, herb, food grain, 
Fagopyrum, branks, genus 
Fagopyrum, cereal, cereal grass, 
brank 

budding: (adj) blossoming, emergent, 
green, juvenile, youthful, incipient, 
puisne, sappy, under age, 
flourishing; (n) shooting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrinking, 
unlikely, withering 

bugbear: (n) bogeyman, air drawn 
dagger, boogeyman, booger, 
nightmare, bogy, bogey, apparition, 
bogle, goblin, hobgoblin 

burdened: (adj) loaded, encumbered, 
oppressed, overburdened, 
overloaded, beleaguered, heavy, 
haggard, gestant; (adv) dishonestly, 
unfairly. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
unburdened, carefree; (adv) 
genuinely 

burnished: (adj) polished, bright, 
shiny, lustrous, shimmering, 
sparkly, glittery, shining; (adj, v) 
sunny; (v) meridian, orient 

bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, 
chock-full, full, complete, 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, 
detonating, crowded; (n) outbreak. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry 

busily: (adv) actively, occupiedly, 
briskly, industriously, engagedly, 
energetically, assiduously, lively, 
officiously, fussily, meddlesomely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) inactively 

bustling: (adj) lively, busy, 
boisterous, buzzing, brisk, alive, 
vibrant, noisy, tumultuous; (v) 

stirring, full of incident. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inactive 

buzzed: (n) woozy; (adj) intoxicated, 
drunk 

buzzing: (n) noise, murmur; (adj) 
humming, abuzz, bustling, lively, 
droning, purring, vibrant, vivacious, 
full of beans 

bygone: (adj) ancient, former, gone, 
obsolete, outmoded, previous, 
archaic, old, late; (n) preterite, 
antique. ANTONYMS: (adj) future, 
current, coming, modern 

bystander: (n) spectator, witness, 
eyewitness, observer, beholder, 
looker-on, viewer, watcher, passer 
by, outsider, looker 

byword: (n) aphorism, saw, saying, 
maxim, personification, proverb, 
sentence, motto, slogan, expression, 
catchphrase 

cabman: (n) cabdriver, cabby, 
taximan, carman, coachman, driver, 
taxi driver, hackdriver, taxidriver 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

camel: (adj, n) beige; (n) Camel's hair, 
elephant, llama, artiodactyl 
mammal; (adj) Manila, fawn 

canary: (n, v) fink, snitch, tattletale; 
(n) informer, singer, canary bird, 
canary yellow, yellowness, warbler, 
vocalist, squealer 

candidly: (adv) openly, ingenuously, 
sincerely, outspokenly, honestly, 
forthrightly, straightforwardly, 
plainly, bluntly, directly; (adj, adv) 
freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deceitfully, hesitantly, dishonestly, 
untruthfully, guardedly, 
ambiguously, shyly 

candy: (n) bonbon, sweet, toffee, 
taffy, sugarplum, sugar candy, 
praline, lozenge, confection, 
lollipop; (adj, n) cake 

cane: (n, v) scourge, whip; (v) flog, 
beat, birch, thrash, lash; (n) stick, 
bat, rattan, twig 

canker: (n) cancer, corruption, blight; 
(v) corrode, erode; (adj, n) rot; (adj, 
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v) pollute, vitiate; (adj) contaminate, 
poison, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
protect 

cannibal: (n) savage, barbarian, 
anthropophagus, brute; (adj) 
anthropophagous, carnivorous 

canonized: (adj) glorified, authorized 
capacious: (adj) large, big, ample, 

roomy, broad, extensive, vast, 
commodious, voluminous, wide, 
expansive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, confined, squeezed, tiny 

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, 
liberated, emancipated, 
disillusioned; (n) guard, captor 

carcass: (n) body, frame, corpse, 
cadaver, framework, shell, carrion, 
remains, dead body, skeleton, bomb 

carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, 
sloppily, imprudently, 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, 
attentively, daintily, methodically, 
discreetly, economically 

carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought 

caress: (v) stroke, fondle, tickle, pat, 
pet, kiss, nuzzle, cuddle, coddle; (n, 
v) touch; (n) endearment. 
ANTONYM: (n) hit 

carpenter: (n) woodman, woodsman, 
woodworker, Joseph; (v) build 

cask: (n) bucket, butt, tun, tub, drum, 
vat, hogshead, keg, coffin, 
containerful, vessel 

catastrophe: (n) disaster, adversity, 
tragedy, cataclysm, misfortune, bale, 
denouement, misery, misadventure, 
woe, finale. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
miracle, wonder, success 

cavalier: (adj) overbearing, arrogant, 
haughty, offhand, supercilious, 
domineering, bumptious, 
adventurous, flippant; (n) escort, 
equestrian. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
humble, conscientious, obliging, 
careful, polite, considerate 

cavern: (n) hollow, cove, vault, hole, 
enclosure, antrum, lair, antre, 
socket, den; (v) cavern out 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence 
celestial: (adj) ethereal, divine, 

supernal, angelic, holy, sacred, 
astronomical, unworldly, 
superlunary, from on high; (n) 
heaven. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, mortal 

censure: (n, v) accuse, reprimand, 
reproach, attack, animadversion, 
abuse; (n) accusation, 
condemnation; (v) carp, condemn, 
berate. ANTONYMS: (v) approve, 
commend, allow, endorse, laud, 
permit, sanction; (n) approval, 
blessing, commendation; (n, v) 
compliment 

cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; 
(n) subunit, rupee, red cent, centime 

centipede: (n) arthropod 
ceremonious: (adj) formal, solemn, 

stately, stiff, precise, starchy, prim, 
punctilious, majestic, dignified; (adj, 
v) decorous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unceremonious, simple, relaxed, 
casual, informal 

certify: (v) attest, assure, endorse, 
accredit, bear witness, affirm, 
ensure, confirm, declare, guarantee; 
(n, v) warrant. ANTONYMS: (v) 
counteract, decertify, deny, 
invalidate, reject, cancel 

cessation: (n) pause, abatement, 
close, stop, respite, suspension, 
surcease, standstill, rest, 
termination; (n, v) death. 
ANTONYMS: (n) beginning, 
continuation, commencement, 
persistence 

chagrined: (adj) ashamed, mortified, 
hurt, annoyed, vexed, afflicted, 
displeased, discomposed, sorry; (v) 
horrified, cut up 

chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, 
bound 

chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair 

changeably: (adv) variably, mutably, 
inconstantly, versatilely, erraticly, 
eccentrically, eccentricly, 
kaleidoscopically, randomly, 
untrustworthily, undependably 

changeful: (adj) fluid, fickle, 
capricious, astatic, variable, volatile, 
unstable, mercurial, mobile, 
unsettled, erratic 

chanticleer: (n) dunghill cock, partlet, 
rooster, barn door fowl, hen, 
poultry, chicken, fowl 

chaotic: (adj) messy, hectic, 
disorganized, confused, wild, 
turbulent, untidy, disordered, 
haphazard, cluttered; (adj, adv) 
topsy-turvy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
orderly, organized, calm, systematic, 
harmonized, ordered, tidy, sensible, 
peaceful, mellow 

characterize: (v) distinguish, call, 
mark, characterise, typify, define, 
differentiate, describe, entitle, name, 
depict 

charmed: (adj) enchanted, delighted, 
fascinated, spellbound, entranced, 
captive, beguiled, infatuated, 
absorbed, enamored, captive hours 

chary: (adj) careful, cagey, cagy, 
guarded, frugal, wary, reluctant, 
safe, stingy, watchful, illiberal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) careless, rash, 
imprudent, reckless, heedless, 
trusting, forgetful, unwary, eager 

chaste: (adj) virtuous, moral, virgin, 
modest, unsullied, austere, vestal, 
severe, continent, spotless, decent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) corrupt, wanton, 
lewd, sleazy, promiscuous, immoral, 
dirty, defiled, impure, tainted 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter 

checkered: (adj) check, chequered, 
varied, ever changing, motley, plaid, 
dappled, variable, mutable, 
multicolored, mottled 

cheerfulness: (n) glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, hilarity, mirth, 
merriment, gladness, cheer, good 
spirits, pleasure, joviality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, grimness, 
seriousness, misery, resentment, 
uncheerfulness, solemnity, lethargy, 
bleakness, gravity, gloominess 

cheerily: (adv) merrily, pleasantly, 
cheerfully, joyfully, gaily, brightly, 
happily, mirthfully, jovially, 
sunnily, blithely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) nastily, sulkily, seriously, 
miserably, sadly 

cheeriness: (n) happiness, optimism, 
joyfulness, joy, buoyancy, jollity, 
jolliness, fun, good cheer, geniality, 
cheer. ANTONYMS: (n) sulkiness, 
gloominess, misery 

cheerless: (adj) sad, dismal, dark, 
drab, dreary, gloomy, dull, murky, 
dispiriting; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
joyless. ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
happy, uplifting, lighthearted, 
sunny, smart, cheery, warm 

cheery: (adj) bright, joyful, jovial, 
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buoyant, sunny, gay, genial, glad, 
upbeat, vivacious, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, depressing, 
miserable, funereal, unwelcoming, 
unfriendly, serious, dull, downbeat, 
down, troubled 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, 
treasure, entertain, cultivate, bosom, 
prize, esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, 
foster. ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, 
reject, denounce, despise, neglect 

cherished: (adj) dear, precious, loved, 
treasured, prized, intimate, wanted, 
valued, pet, valuable, close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
hated, distant 

cherishing: (n) love, conservation 
chickens: (n) Galliformes, order 

Galliformes 
chiding: (n) scolding, rebuke, blame, 

reprehension, rap, censure, 
upbraiding, wigging, brawl, 
admonition; (adv) scoldingly 

childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded 

childless: (adj) sterile, unfruitful, 
issueless, infertile, bare, bereaved, 
bleak, unkind, unproductive, orbate 

childlike: (adj) ingenuous, simple, 
babyish, young, innocent, pure, 
unsophisticated, juvenile, immature, 
childly, childish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
old, untrusting, experienced, 
cunning, complicated, jaded, 
worldly 

chilliness: (n) coldness, cold, 
frigidity, chill, low temperature, 
cool, wintriness, frostiness, algor, 
iciness, algidity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
warmth, friendliness 

chilling: (adj) icy, bloodcurdling, 
wintry, macabre, ghastly, cold, 
scary, apathetic; (n) cooling, 
freezing, refrigeration. ANTONYM: 
(adj) reassuring 

chilly: (adj, adv) unfriendly; (adv) 
coolly, frigidly; (adj) cool, bleak, 
algid, freezing, frozen, icy, frosty; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, 
tropical, responsive, mild, 
welcoming, friendly, balmy, torrid 

chintz: (n) fabric 
chisel: (v) cut, cheat, shape, beguile, 

screw, engrave, beat, victimize, 
sculpture, cozen; (n) burin 

choicest: (adj) optimum, best 
choke: (v) asphyxiate, block, stifle, 

back up, clog up, gag, suffocate, 
foul, strangle, smother, obstruct. 

ANTONYMS: (v) free, open, release, 
unblock 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure 

choking: (n) strangulation, throttling, 
slugging, asphyxiation; (adj) 
suffocative, suffocating, smothering, 
breathless, clogging, bitter, blinding 

cholera: (n) Asiatic cholera, asphyxia, 
epidemic cholera 

choleric: (adj) angry, irascible, 
passionate, peppery, fiery, 
cantankerous, quick-tempered, 
quarrelsome, cross, snappish, 
hotheaded 

chords: (n) key, clef 
chowder: (n) potage, soup, gumbo, 

consomm, bouillabaisse, bisque 
chronometer: (n) timepiece, 

chronograph, Jacquet's recording 
chronometer, watch, stopwatch, 
timekeeper, timer, chronoscope, 
alarm clock, grandfather clock, 
travel clock 

cider: (v) Brazil tea, ice water, claret; 
(n) inebriant, alcoholic beverage, 
hard cider, pomade, sicer, sider, 
alcohol, beverage 

circlet: (n) bracelet, crown, tiara, 
armlet, ring, annulet, roundlet, 
round, wristlet, wreath, hoop 

circulate: (v) broadcast, circle, 
disseminate, disperse, distribute, 
propagate, circularize, mobilize, 
diffuse, proclaim, issue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, hide, 
block, withhold, concentrate 

circumference: (n) circuit, border, 
perimeter, boundary, periphery, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
inside, interior, center 

circumstantial: (adj) particular, 
detailed, incidental, thorough, 
presumptive, precise, coincidental, 
elaborate, exact, special, specific. 
ANTONYM: (adj) concrete 

civilized: (adj) civil, refined, polite, 
civilised, cultivated, educated, 
courteous, urbane, kind, gentle, 
genteel. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncouth, noncivilized, discourteous, 
loutish, rude, inhumane, wild 

clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undressed, unclothed 

claimant: (n) candidate, applicant, 
pretender, aspirant, plaintiff, 

complainant, suitor, claimer, 
prosecutor, postulant, competitor 

clamber: (v) scramble, crawl, scale, 
ascend, mount, shinny, shin, 
struggle, surmount, ramp, climber 

clamor: (n, v) outcry, cry, clamour, 
hullabaloo, roar, shout; (n) noise, 
racket, uproar, exclamation, 
hubbub. ANTONYMS: (n) silence, 
serenity, tranquility; (v) whisper, 
mutter 

clamorously: (adv) noisily, loudly, 
obstreperously, vociferously, 
blatantly, importunately, urgently, 
uproariously, raucously, 
turbulently, tumultuously 

classmate: (n) classfellow, 
schoolfellow, schoolmate, class 
fellow, mate, acquaintance, friend, 
school child 

clatter: (n, v) rattle, jingle, bang, 
clank, clang, roll, clink; (v) clash, 
chatter; (n) noise, racket. 
ANTONYM: (n) quiet 

cleanliness: (n) tidiness, neatness, 
chastity, wont, trait, hygiene, 
sanitation, purity, clarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dirtiness, 
impurity, squalor, uncleanliness, 
grime 

cleanly: (adj) clean; (adv) clearly, 
tidily, purely, neatly, freshly, 
immaculately, spotlessly, 
unsulliedly, fairly, unadulteratedly 

clenched: (adj) tight, clinched 
clergyman: (n) minister, chaplain, 

priest, pastor, churchman, preacher, 
parson, rector, dominie, vicar; (adj) 
divine. ANTONYMS: (n) layman, 
layperson 

clergymen: (n) clergyman 
clew: (n) cue, clod, glob, knob, 

footmark, footprint, vestige; (v) 
point out; (adj) pellet, globule, 
Pelote 

cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, 
repel, unfasten 

clocks: (n) alfilaria, alfileria, 
storksbill, pin clover, redstem 
storksbill, pin grass, filaria, filaree 

clod: (adj, n) lump; (n) oaf, glebe, ball, 
clay, yokel, gawk, agglomeration, 
lout, clump; (adj) block. 
ANTONYM: (n) intellect 

cloddish: (adj) stupid, boorish, 
churlish, gross, crude 

clog: (n, v) block, bar, glut; (v) choke, 
obstruct, foul, hinder, encumber, 
back up; (n) obstruction, patten. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, clear, open, 
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unblock 
close-fisted: (adj) miserly, grasping, 

covetous, thrifty 
closet: (n) cupboard, cubicle, cell, 

latrine, bathroom, wardrobe, water 
closet; (adj) clandestine, 
confidential, secret, private. 
ANTONYM: (adj) open 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unclothed 

cloudless: (adj) bright, clean, fair, 
light, sunny, unclouded, pure, 
distinct, legible, perspicuous; (v) 
unalloyed 

cluck: (v) cackle, clack, click, chuckle, 
utter, emit, chuck, fuss, blab, clatter; 
(n, v) cry 

clumsily: (adv) awkwardly, ineptly, 
crudely, ungracefully, maladroitly, 
gawkily, inelegantly, gauchely, 
inexpertly, unwieldily, roughly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) skillfully, 
cleverly, coherently, deftly, 
elegantly, gracefully, carefully, 
expertly, competently, tactfully, 
urbanely 

clumsy: (adj) bumbling, bungling, 
cumbersome, unwieldy, rude, inept, 
inapt, maladroit, gawky, unskilled, 
wooden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, dexterous, clever, skillful, 
deft, adroit, elegant, coordinated, 
expert, athletic, agile 

clustered: (adj) agglomerated, 
agglomerative, bunched, bunchy, 
gregarious, concentrated, 
conglomerate, collective 

clustering: (n) bunch, clusterization, 
clunk, Pleiades, tussock, tuft, swad; 
(v) classification, analysis, division, 
digestion 

clutch: (n, v) clasp, grip, clench, 
grasp, hold, clinch, gripe; (v) grab, 
grapple, embrace; (adj, v) catch. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loose; (v) release, 
unfasten 

clutched: (adj) tense, worried, 
anxious, neurotic 

coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers 
coarseness: (n) grossness, indelicacy, 

inelegance, indecency, vulgarism, 
commonness, rudeness, inferiority, 
crudeness, crudity, awkwardness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delicacy, purity, 
refinement, smoothness, 
sophistication, tastefulness, civility, 
grace, propriety, decency 

cobbler: (n) bootmaker, shoemaker, 
cordwainer, hosier, highball, hatter, 

maker, shaper, pie, vamper; (v) 
tinker 

cobweb: (n) web, filament, 
entanglement, mouse trap, tissue, 
fibril, pitfall; (adj) chaff, straw, cork; 
(adj, n) gossamer 

cocked: (adj) erect, upright, vertical 
codfish: (n) burbot, gadoid, Atlantic 

cod, codling, cusk, eelpout, ling, 
scrod 

coinciding: (adj) coincident, 
coincidental, congruent, 
simultaneous, at the same time, 
cooccurring, synchronous, 
synchronal; (v) coincide, of one 
mind, at one with 

cold-hearted: (adj) heartless, frigid, 
pitiless, cold, unmerciful, 
unemotional, stony, cruel, 
coldhearted, hard, unkind 

coldness: (n) chilliness, coolness, 
indifference, distance, apathy, 
iciness, reserve, frost, frigidity, 
unconcern; (adj, n) cold. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
sympathy, sensitivity, hotness, heat, 
responsiveness, concern, brightness, 
kindness 

colloquy: (n) talk, conference, 
conversation, dialog, chat, dialogue, 
collocution, verbal intercourse, 
meeting, parley, interview 

color: (n, v) flush, blush, tint, tinge, 
paint, stain; (adj, n, v) colour; (v) 
redden; (n) guise, complexion; (adj, 
n) tone. ANTONYMS: (v) discolor, 
pale, show, whiten, untwist, denote, 
depict, represent, blanch, blench 

colored: (adj) chromatic, black, 
tinged, tinted, colorful, dyed, 
coloured, partial, dark, bleached, 
biased. ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, 
white, uncolored, unbiased, pale, 
objective, honest, genuine, real 

coloring: (n) color, paint, coloration, 
tint, colouring, dye, complexion, 
pigment, colour, dyeing, colouration 

comeliness: (n) charm, grace, 
loveliness, fairness, beauteousness, 
attractiveness, pulchritude, 
goodliness, blondness, mense, form 

comfortless: (adj) dreary, desolate, 
bleak, uncomfortable, inconsolable, 
gloomy, lonely; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
forlorn; (v) joyless, sick at heart 

comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences 

commence: (v) begin, start, open, 
initiate, embark, institute, introduce, 
launch, arise, inaugurate, enter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) finish, stop, 
terminate, complete, remain, 

relinquish 
commenced: (v) began, Gan; (adj) 

initiate, present 
commencement: (n) opening, start, 

origin, birth, kickoff, inauguration, 
inception, onset, outset, origination, 
source. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
termination, finishing, finish, 
ending, conclusion, culmination 

commonplace: (adj, v) trite, 
hackneyed; (adj) banal, ordinary, 
humdrum, common, average, plain, 
mundane, dull; (n) platitude. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinary, 
unusual, exceptional, infrequent, 
rare, romantic, uncommon, weird; 
(n) deepness, profundity, 
profoundness 

commonsense: (adj) commonsensical, 
sound, sensible, commonsensible, 
rational, realistic; (n) mother wit. 
ANTONYM: (adj) illogical 

communicating: (n) communication, 
intercommunication, suasion, 
expression, transmission, 
examination, intercourse, 
dramaturgy; (v) communicate; (adj) 
communicant, dramaturgic 

companionship: (n) company, 
society, fellowship, camaraderie, 
partnership, friendship, fraternity, 
amity, coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude 

compelling: (adj) forcible, effective, 
forceful, captivating, commanding, 
powerful, stringent, convincing, 
fascinating, compulsive, cogent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, boring, 
unconvincing, dull, repellent 

complacency: (n) contentment, 
conceit, satisfaction, self-satisfaction, 
comfort, entire satisfaction, peace of 
mind, gratification; (adj) amiability, 
soft tongue, mansuetude 

complaisance: (adj, n) affability, 
civility; (n) courtesy, deference, 
respect, compliancy, agreeableness, 
submission, amenity, politeness; 
(adj) gallantry 

complexion: (n, v) tint; (n) cast, 
character, appearance, look, hue, 
aspect, flush, glow, dye, fashion 

compliant: (adj) accommodating, 
meek, submissive, dutiful, flexible, 
docile, malleable, indulgent, 
biddable, obsequious, pliable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rebellious, 
obstinate, disobedient, aggressive, 
assertive, resistant, defiant, 
intractable, unwilling, wild, 
inflexible 
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complying: (adj) compliant, 
submissive, consenting, 
complaisant, assentive; (adj, v) 
tractable; (v) willing, commodious, 
chosen, causing ease; (n) agreement 

composedly: (adv) serenely, calmly, 
quietly, placidly, coolly, sedately, 
steadily, soberly, unperturbedly, 
staidly, relaxedly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) nervously 

composure: (n) calmness, serenity, 
poise, calm, equanimity, temper, 
aplomb, tranquillity, peace, 
temperament, disposition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
discomposure, anger, nervousness, 
perturbation, anxiety, agitation, 
turbulence, awkwardness 

comprehend: (v) grasp, catch, see, 
comprise, appreciate, feel, sense, 
apperceive, read; (adj, v) 
understand; (n, v) embrace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mistake, 
misapprehend, exclude, 
misunderstand, misconceive 

comprehended: (adj) understood, 
apprehended 

comprehensiveness: (n) 
completeness, fullness, entirety, 
detail, intelligence, scope, range, 
flavor, wholeness, unity, totality. 
ANTONYM: (n) narrowness 

compressed: (adj) flat, condensed, 
dense, concentrated, compacted, 
tight, pointed, packed, concise, 
close, brief 

concealing: (n) covering, 
concealment, burial, stealing, 
stealth, screening, burying, 
screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive 

concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, 
realize, discover, cogitate, 
appreciate, invent, catch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, doubt, 
misunderstand, question, ruin 

conch: (n) seashell 
concocted: (adj) unnatural, trumped 

up, hypothetical, fake, false 
concoction: (n) mixture, admixture, 

commixture, mix, combination, 
batter, medley, assortment, 
confection, fabrication; (n, v) 
digestion 

condemnation: (n) animadversion, 
anathema, conviction, blame, 
rebuke, judgment, disapprobation, 
deprecation, disapproval; (n, v) 
doom; (v) condemn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) praise, absolution, approbation, 
confirmation, commendation, 
defense, support 

confer: (v) give, accord, award, 
afford, grant, discuss, converse, 
consult, show; (n, v) talk; (adj, v) 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withdraw, deny, dishonor, retrieve, 
take 

conferred: (adj) given, presented 
confine: (n, v) bound, border, limit; 

(v) bind, restrain, circumscribe, tie, 
incarcerate, hold; (n) boundary, 
bounds. ANTONYMS: (v) release, 
free, liberate, broaden 

confinement: (n, v) childbirth, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, 
containment, incarceration, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, 
liberation 

confines: (n) boundary, bound, 
barrier, compass, limit, limits, range, 
frontier; (adj) environs, alentours; 
(adj, n) neighborhood 

confining: (adj) restricting, limiting, 
narrow, confined, oppressive, 
stringent, constrictive, restrictive, 
closemouthed; (v) confine; (n) 
contraction 

confiscation: (n) expropriation, 
seizure, appropriation, arrogation, 
premunire, attachment, 
impounding, forfeiture, escheat, 
capture; (v) impound. ANTONYMS: 
(n) return, addition 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, 
distinguish; (n) understanding 

confronting: (n) braving, facing, 
tackling, opposition, grappling, 
coping with; (adj) opposed 

congenial: (adj, v) concordant, 
consonant, accordant; (adj) 
compatible, affable, kindred, genial, 
kind, pleasant, pleasing, delightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncongenial, 
unfriendly, disagreeable, hostile, 
incompatible, despicable, 
abominable, unsavory, reserved 

congratulatory: (adj) gratulatory, 
festive, congratulant, triumphant, 
prideful, glowing, fulsome, 
admiring, felicitous, 

commemorative, appreciative 
conjecture: (n) supposition, 

speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty; (v) demonstrate, know, 
learn, prove 

conjugal: (adj, v) marital; (adj) 
connubial, nuptial, bridal, married, 
wedded, spousal, marriage, 
wedding, house, familial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unmarried, 
single, public, divorced 

connecticut: (n) computed axial 
tomography, computed 
tomography, computerized axial 
tomography, Connecticut river, 
Constitution state, cat, Nutmeg State 

conscientious: (adj) scrupulous, 
painstaking, honest, thorough, 
meticulous, dutiful, close, 
principled, strict; (adj, v) ethical, 
moral. ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unconscientious, immoral, 
irresponsible, unscrupulous, 
conscienceless, corrupt, dishonest, 
inexact, slack, slipshod 

consecrated: (adj) consecrate, blessed, 
sanctified, hallowed, holy, 
dedicated, divine, devoted, adopted; 
(adj, prep) set apart; (prep) dedicate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secular 

consecration: (adj, n) dedication; (n) 
blessing, devotion, celebration, 
ordination, sanctification, 
canonization, loyalty, translation; 
(adj) enshrinement, glorification. 
ANTONYM: (n) violation 

consenting: (adj) agreeable, yielding, 
submissive, consentant, compliant, 
affirmative, accepting; (v) 
complying, chosen 

conservatism: (n) Toryism, 
temperance, conservatism principle, 
maintenance, prudence concept, 
reaction, support 

considerately: (adv) thoughtfully, 
attentively, politely, obligingly, 
discreetly, solicitously, humanely, 
circumspectly, courteously, 
graciously, sympathetically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unkindly, 
rudely, thoughtlessly, tactlessly, 
inconsiderately, uncooperatively, 
cruelly, harshly, insensitively 

consign: (v) confide, commit, assign, 
forward, commission, transfer, 
delegate, give, send, hand over, 
relegate. ANTONYMS: (v) hold, 
receive, withdraw 

consigned: (adj) destined, aboard 
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consociation: (n) combination, union, 
association, alliance, confederation, 
relationship, partnership 

consonance: (n) conformity, concert, 
consistency, compatibility, consent, 
consentaneousness, harmony, tune, 
unison, unity, composition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissonance, 
discord 

constraining: (prep) cogent, 
conclusive, forcible, powerful; (adj) 
compelling, exigent, awkward, 
close, limiting, forceful; (v) constrain 

constructing: (adj) building, 
edificant; (n) synthesis 

consummated: (adj) perfected, done, 
fulfilled; (v) completed, crowned 

consummation: (n) accomplishment, 
completion, fulfillment, fruition, 
performance, execution, climax, 
attainment, perfection, end, 
realization 

contagion: (n) plague, contagious 
disease, taint, transmission, 
contamination, disease, conduction, 
pest, corruption, pollution, grippe 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection, 
speculation, animus, deliberation; 
(n, v) study 

contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, 
pensive, wistful, meditative, 
introspective; (adj) broody, 
brooding, speculative, ruminative, 
musing; (v) museful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) shallow, vacuous, blank, 
thoughtless, disregarding, 
unreflective, satisfied 

contemptuous: (adj) scornful, 
disdainful, insulting, arrogant, 
proud, haughty, derisive, cynical, 
sarcastic, disrespectful; (adj, v) 
supercilious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
approving, complimentary, 
deferential, humble, polite, 
respected, admiring 

contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, 
sneeringly, insultingly, 
disparagingly, superciliously, 
derisively, condescendingly, 
disrespectfully, haughtily, 
contumeliously, sardonically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly 

contend: (v) wrestle, compete, 
conflict, combat, argue, war, clash, 
altercate, struggle, contest; (n, v) 
allege. ANTONYMS: (v) retreat, 
harmonize, abandon, deny, cede, 
agree, surrender, desert 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 

complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contiguity: (n) contact, vicinity, 
contiguousness, touch, closeness, 
proximity, abuttal, neighborhood, 
propinquity, approximation, liaison 

contiguous: (adj) adjoining, close, 
conterminous, abutting, near, 
nearby, immediate, bordering upon, 
bordering, touching, connected. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remote, 
removed, separated, apart 

contingencies: (n) contingency 
reserve 

contingency: (n) possibility, 
eventuality, chance, circumstance, 
adventure, casualty, case, incident, 
occurrence, condition; (adj) 
dependency 

continuance: (n) duration, abidance, 
existence, endurance, protraction, 
adjournment, resumption, 
prolongation, time, standing, 
perseverance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discontinuation, destruction 

contortion: (n) torsion, deformation, 
twist, dislocation, perversion, 
distort, deformity, contort, garble, 
wrench, twisting. ANTONYM: (n) 
smile 

contrasted: (adj) opposed, 
antagonistic, opposing, contrary, 
antipodean, counter, diverse, 
heterogeneous, opposite, unlike, 
adverse 

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, 
dreary; (adj, v) repentant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrepentant, 
indifferent, hurtful, mean, proud, 
unremorseful 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, 
resource, plan, contraption, 
machine, apparatus 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demolish, destroy, ruin, waste, 
wreck, fail 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere 

controvert: (v) confute, debate, 
dispute, gainsay, negate, negative, 
oppose, question, rebut, refute, 

argue. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, 
corroborate, harmonize, prove 

contumaciously: (adv) rebelliously, 
stubbornly, refractorily, obdurately, 
perversely, obstinately, 
insubordinately, disobediently, 
mutinously, headstrongly, 
unyieldingly 

conveniences: (n) creature comforts, 
comforts, convenience, living, 
support, livelihood, keep, 
sustenance, facility, facilities, device 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, 
argue; (v) confer, confabulate, speak; 
(n) conversation, colloquy, contrast; 
(adj, n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity 

converting: (n) conversion, 
converting operation 

conveying: (n) conveyance, delivery, 
conveyancing, conveyance of title, 
transference, transmission, convey, 
transmit, assigning, transfer, 
delegation 

convulsion: (adj, n, v) spasm; (n) fit, 
paroxysm, commotion, attack, 
clonus, shake, seizure, upheaval, 
cramp; (adj, n) disturbance. 
ANTONYM: (n) peace 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions 

cookery: (n) cuisine, kitchen, 
gastronomy, browning, broiling, 
preparation, culinary art, roasting, 
toasting, frying, braising 

coolly: (adv) quietly, composedly, 
coldly, collectedly, nonchalantly, 
placidly, serenely, chilly, steadily, 
frostily, frigidly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) nervously, anxiously, 
agitatedly, expressively, 
boisterously, enthusiastically 

coop: (n, v) pen; (n) birdcage, 
enclosure, jail, hutch, cell, henhouse, 
hencoop, gaol, cote; (v) impound 

copious: (adj) bountiful, ample, 
affluent, plentiful, rich, plenteous, 
much, many, generous, large; (adj, 
n) luxuriant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, meager, sparse, lacking, rare, 
scant, scanty, thin, few; (adv) 
partially 

coppers: (n) small change 
copying: (n) duplicating, duplication, 

imitation, replication, repetition, 
reproduction, tracing, repeating, 
printing, resistance; (adj) imitative 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
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unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, 
distant, rude, uncordial, unpleasant 

cornered: (adj) corner, at bay, 
angular, cornering, corners, between 
the devil and the deep blue sea, 
unfree, treed, pointed, 
disadvantaged 

corpulent: (adj, adv) portly; (adj) 
stout, obese, overweight, fleshy, 
plump, lusty, tubby, chubby, beefy, 
bulky. ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, 
bony, underweight, slender, 
anorexic, thin, slim 

corrupted: (adj) tainted, rotten, 
spoiled, degraded, adulterated, 
depraved, distorted, decayed, 
impaired, debased; (n) corrupter. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pure 

countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit 

counteracting: (adj) antagonist, 
antagonistic, corrective 

counterfeit: (adj, n, v) sham; (n, v) 
copy, duplicate; (adj, v) mock, 
falsify; (adj) false, artificial, 
assumed; (adj, n) imitation; (v) 
forge, ape. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
genuine, real, authentic, true, actual; 
(n) original 

countess: (n) count, noblewoman, 
peeress, noble 

countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander 

courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, 
undaunted, manly, confident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, wimpy, 
weak, spineless, pusillanimous, 
fearful, fainthearted, afraid, 
despicable 

courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, 
attentive, gracious, decorous, 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, 
urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, 
boorish, insulting, unmannerly, 
gruff, improper, vulgar, unhelpful, 
neglectful, graceless 

courteously: (adv) graciously, civilly, 
considerately, decorously, decently, 
gallantly, obligingly, urbanely, 

suavely, thoughtfully, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
uncooperatively, disrespectfully, 
impolitely 

covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; 
(adj, v) sordid, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) giving, 
benevolent, sharing 

crackers: (adj) nuts, mad, kooky, 
nutty, loony, bats, barmy, haywire, 
crazy, dotty, bonkers 

craftily: (adv) cunningly, shrewdly, 
astutely, smartly, slyly, trickily, 
deviously, dexterously, foxily, 
dishonestly, deceitfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) naively, 
honestly, brazenly 

craftsman: (n) artificer, artisan, artist, 
tradesman, worker, mechanic, 
journeyman, Wright, operative, 
coppersmith, bricklayer 

crafty: (adj) cunning, adroit, sly, 
astute, artful, wily, clever, tricky, 
shifty, designing, scheming. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, open, 
honest, guileless, artless, 
straightforward, trustworthy, 
ingenuous, blatant, straight 

cramp: (v) restrict, constrict, confine, 
bind, limit, hamper; (n, v) spasm, 
pinch; (n) crick, pain, constraint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, permit, 
liberate; (n) release 

crank: (n) grouch, nut, crackpot, 
conceit, quip, winch, bend, 
screwball, quirk, crosspatch; (adj) 
cranky 

cravat: (n) neckerchief, neckcloth, 
stock, ascot, collar, handkerchief, 
scarf, neckwear, necktie, ruff 

crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, 
grant 

creaking: (adj, v) creaky; (adj) 
squeaking, harsh, screaky, noisy, 
arthritic; (v) rickety; (n) screak 

creaky: (adj) decrepit, arthritic, 
infirm, screechy, squeaky, feeble, 
rheumatoid, worn, woebegone, stiff; 
(v) rickety 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor 

credence: (n) confidence, belief, 
acceptance, trust, dependence, 
reliance, faith, credit, ambo, 

certainty, confessional. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disbelief, doubt, 
mistrust, skepticism, rejection 

creditable: (adj, v) reputable, 
respectable; (adj, n) meritorious; 
(adj) praiseworthy, laudable, 
worthy, admirable, believable; (n) 
estimable, dignity; (v) up to the 
mark. ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
disrespected, disgraceful, 
discreditable, lamentable, poor, 
blameworthy 

creditably: (adv) commendably, 
laudably, admirably, honorably, 
worthily, best 

creep: (v) grovel, sneak, steal, fawn, 
lurk, truckle, cringe; (n) creeping, 
crawling, toady, sycophant. 
ANTONYMS: (v) race, dash, hasten, 
hurry, speed, fly 

creeping: (n) creep, crawl, 
locomotion, spreading; (v) lentor; 
(adj) reptile, slow, reptant, 
reptatory, serpiginous, moving 

creeps: (n) fear, dread, fright, animal 
disease, trepidation, nervousness, 
anxiety 

crested: (adj) cristate, peak, conical, 
copped, caespitose, cespitose, 
topknotted, plumed, decorated 

crevice: (n) cleft, break, chink, cranny, 
chap, fissure, interstice, rift, gap, 
hole, fracture 

criminality: (n, v) guilt; (n) 
criminalness, criminalism, misdeed, 
culpability, criminousness, 
guiltiness, delinquency, offence, 
depravity, dishonesty 

criminally: (adv) feloniously, 
illegally, immorally, wrongly, evilly, 
sinfully, illicitly, unlawfully, 
delinquently, badly, unrighteously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) honestly, 
lawfully, legitimately, rightly 

crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, 
scarlet, maroon; (v) blush, flush, 
redden; (adj) bloody, ruddy, cherry; 
(n) deep red 

criticise: (v) comment, criminate, 
chide, berate, reprehend, knock, 
reprove, denounce, deplore, 
criticize; (adj) judge 

croak: (v) buy the farm, mutter, 
murmur, complain, conk, maunder, 
growl, perish, expire, decease; (n) 
croaking 

croaking: (adj) hollow, raucous, 
sepulchral, dry, cacophonic, harsh, 
guttural, gruff, croaky, 
cacophonous, husky 

crocodile: (n) alacran, octopus, 
mosquito, crocodilian, mugger 
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cronies: (n) allies, associates, circle, 
partners, buddies 

cross-purposes: (n) Mexican standoff, 
disagreement 

crow: (n, v) brag, cry, snigger; (v) 
exult, triumph, cackle, chuckle, talk 
big; (n) gasconade, crowing; (adj) 
raven 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful 

crowning: (adj) top, ultimate, 
topmost, complementary, final; (adj, 
v) paramount, supreme; (n) 
tapering, coronation, finishing piece; 
(v) preeminent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bathetic, indecisive 

crumble: (v) decay, shatter, perish, 
crush, fragment, decompose, fall 
apart, disintegrate, break down, 
collapse; (adj, v) crack. 
ANTONYMS: (v) build, resist 

crumbled: (adj) rotten, fragmented 
crumbling: (adj, v) moldering, 

ramshackle; (adj) rotten, 
dilapidated, worn out; (n) ruin, 
decay, disintegration, 
fragmentation; (v) waterlogged, 
tainted. ANTONYM: (adj) pristine 

crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; 
(v) beat, break, compress, conquer, 
stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, 
stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, 
compliment, expand, resist, submit, 
smooth 

crusted: (adj) crusty, encrusted, 
covered, thick, crustlike, coated 

crystallization: (n) crystallisation, 
crystal, crystallizing, condensation, 
chemical phenomenon, crystallurgy, 
efflorescence, formation; (adj) 
precipitation; (v) crystallize 

cubic: (adj) solid, Ternary cubic, 
cuboid, cubiform, compact. 
ANTONYM: (adj) planar 

cucumbers: (n) melon vine, melon, 
Cucumis, cantaloupes 

culinary: (adj) cooking, eatable 
cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, 

tame, educated, sophisticated, 
elegant, urbane, polished, 
accomplished, civil, polite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, 
uncouth, coarse, graceless 

cultivating: (adj) educating, taming, 
humanizing, calming 

cumbrous: (adj) unwieldy, weighty, 
massive, heavy, bulky, awkward, 
ponderous, clumsy, vexatious, 
burdensome, inept 

cunningly: (adv) craftily, artfully, 
cleverly, ingeniously, trickily, 

shrewdly, astutely, insidiously, 
smartly, foxily, slipperily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, openly 

curdling: (n) clotting, solidification, 
clot, activity, breaking, blood 
clotting, blood coagulation 

curling: (adj) curled, curly, moving, 
curled up; (adv) curlingly; (n) 
croquet, pallone, polo, tipcat, golf, 
curling edge 

curly: (adj) crinkly, kinky, curled, 
crimped, frizzed, permed, curved; 
(adv) wavily, kinkily, curledly, 
curlingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unbent, uncoiled, flat 

curse: (n, v) blight, plague; (n) 
anathema, blasphemy, malediction, 
denunciation; (adj, v) beshrew; (v) 
swear, ban, damn, vituperate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
benediction, making; (v) 
communicate 

curtsy: (n, v) bob, curtsey; (adj, n, v) 
courtesy, kowtow; (v) nod, kneel, 
bow submission, recognize; (n) 
obeisance; (adj) salaam, kotow 

cushion: (n, v) pad, buffer; (v) 
insulate, soften, protect, bolster, 
mollify; (n) shock absorber, mat, 
pincushion; (adj, n) wadding. 
ANTONYMS: (v) harm, hurt, injure, 
exacerbate, expose 

cushioned: (adj) spongy, cushiony 
cymbals: (n) piatti 
cynic: (adj, n) skeptic; (n) doubter, 

critic, misanthrope, detractor, yogi, 
sanyasi, doubting Thomas, 
frondeur, man hater; (adj) cynical. 
ANTONYMS: (n) supporter, 
optimist 

daguerreotype: (v) talbotype; (n) 
exposure, hit off, calotype, picture, 
photograph, photo 

dainties: (n) delicacies, food, cates 
dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) 

delicacy; (adj) fastidious, savory, 
tasteful, squeamish, particular, 
mincing, refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) 
luxury. ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, 
vulgar, rough, inelegant, harsh, 
gross, awkward, accepting, heavy, 
careless, thick 

damask: (n) fabric, napery, purple, 
magenta, red, fancier, cloth 

damnable: (adj) cursed, damned, 
abominable, hateful, accursed, 
devilish, infernal, disgusting, sinful, 
deplorable, offensive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) commendable, laudable, 
praiseworthy 

dampness: (n) clamminess, humidity, 
moistness, moisture, wet, wetness, 

vapor, dankness, drizzle, heat, 
mugginess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dryness, smoothness, freshness 

dangling: (adj) suspended, pendent, 
pendant, limp, floppy, pendulous; 
(n) suspension, abeyance, break, 
abatement; (adv) adangle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) upright 

daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, 
adventurous; (adj) audacious, 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, 
audacity, boldness, courage, 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, 
cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, 
fearful, unadventurous, wimpy 

darken: (v) blur, blind, confuse, dim, 
shade, overcast, fog, overshadow; 
(adj, v) obscure; (n, v) conceal, 
shadow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
illuminate, whiten, lighten, clarify, 
disclose 

darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 
old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast 

darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 
causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse 

darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 
obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly 

darksome: (adj) obscure, darkling, 
darkish, abstruse, dusky, sombre, 
gloomy, dim, cheerless 

darky: (n) darkey, blackamoor, black 
person, nigger, Negroid, Negro, 
black 

dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, 
gallant, showy, smart, snappy, 
impetuous, rakish, raffish, brave; 
(adj, n) spruce. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boring, unstylish, dull, bumbling, 
bland, awkward, drab, graceless 

davenport: (n) chesterfield, sofa, 
secretaire, desk, divan, secretary, 
squab, cabinet, settee, till, bin 

dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, 
fascinated, unsighted 

dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, 
honey, lover, sweetheart, loved one, 
baby; (adj) precious, intimate, sweet 

dearth: (n) shortage, famine, want, 
deficiency, lack, scarcity, paucity, 
scarceness, scantiness, rarity, 
shortfall. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abundance, excess, glut, plenty, 
plethora, sufficiency, surplus, 
supply 

decayed: (adj) spoiled, corrupt, 
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dilapidated, rank, rusty, rotting, 
decaying, rotted, putrid; (adj, v) 
wasted; (v) stale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
matured, restored, strengthened 

decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 
decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pristine 

decease: (v) go, die, perish, pass, pass 
away, exit, expire; (n) demise, 
passing, departure, expiration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nascency; (v) 
survive 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 
decency: (n) dignity, modesty, 

decorum, kindness, morality, 
courtesy, correctness, goodness, 
virtue, respectability, propriety. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indecency, 
offensiveness, corruption, 
immorality, wickedness, 
unsuitability, unkindness, rudeness, 
impropriety, badness, nastiness 

decently: (adv) becomingly, 
decorously, fairly, correctly, seemly, 
fitly, courteously, justly, 
appropriately, rightly, right. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) rudely, 
improperly, disreputably, 
inappropriately, immorally 

deceptive: (adj) deceitful, dishonest, 
false, fallacious, lying, deceiving, 
misleading, untrue, spurious, 
insidious, unfounded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, honest, straightforward, 
open, frank, upright, genuine, 
correct, actual, valid, innocent 

decorous: (adj) decent, appropriate, 
conventional, sedate, correct, 
modest, prim, proper; (adj, v) 
becoming, seemly, comely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impolite, 
improper, misbehaving, unsuitable, 
unrefined, relaxed, inappropriate, 
rowdy, undignified, defiant, 
unseemly 

decorousness: (n) becomingness, 
politeness, correctitude, correctness, 
order. ANTONYM: (n) incivility 

decrepit: (adj) infirm, senile, feeble, 
effete, seedy, worn, dilapidated, 
shabby, old, rickety, frail. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fit, strong, 
sound, robust, powerful, healthy, 
hearty, sturdy 

deductive: (adj) rational, illative, 

inferential, reasoning, dogmatic, 
scientific 

deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, 
count, hold, think, feel, view, 
suppose, regard, imagine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt 

deeming: (v) deem 
deepen: (v) intensify, amplify, 

develop, rise, redouble, heighten, 
strengthen, raise, magnify, increase, 
darken. ANTONYMS: (v) lower, 
contract, shorten, reduce, lessen, 
decrease, lighten, diminish 

deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered 

defer: (v) adjourn, postpone, comply, 
procrastinate, bow, suspend, retard, 
accede, protract; (adj, v) put off; (n, 
v) delay. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
rush, hurry, hasten, forge, disagree, 
expedite, continue, resist 

deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance, 
reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience 

deferring: (n) deferral 
defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 

rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, 
intractableness, mutiny, 
contradiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement 

deficient: (adj) wanting, inadequate, 
scanty, imperfect, short, scarce, less, 
lacking, low, meager, insufficient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sufficient, 
perfect, ample, flawless, enough, 
excessive, complete, present, sound, 
strong, confident 

definable: (adj) finite 
definiteness: (n) certainty, 

conclusiveness, accuracy, exactness, 
finality, decisiveness, definition, 
predictability, intelligibility, 
resolution, expressness. 
ANTONYM: (n) uncertainty 

deformity: (n) malformation, 
disfigurement, defect, blemish, 
disfiguration, defacement, disability, 
abnormality, distortion, clubfoot; 
(adj, n) irregularity 

defunct: (adj) deceased, inanimate, 
late, extinct, departed, lifeless; (n) 
reliquiae, dust, earth, mortal 
remains, relics. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

existing, thriving, surviving, 
operating, alive, current 

defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, 
ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, 
withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, 
acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, 
accept 

degenerated: (adj) kinky, shabby, 
crumbly 

degradation: (n) fall, abasement, 
degeneracy, corruption, abjection, 
debasement, decadence, 
degeneration, humiliation, 
deposition, disgrace. ANTONYMS: 
(n) elevation, glorification, honor 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, 
ignoble, debauched, depraved, 
abject, sordid, dishonored, 
corrupted, contemptible, base. 
ANTONYM: (adj) good 

deign: (v) lower oneself, vouchsafe, 
stoop, descend, lower, grant, move, 
stoop to, allow, fall, come from 

deity: (n) God, godhead, godhood, 
godship, idol, immortal, goddess, 
Jupiter; (adj, n) divinity, the Deity, 
theology. ANTONYMS: (n) human, 
mortal, person 

delaying: (adj) dilatory, lingering, 
protractive, backward, behindhand, 
continuing, flagging, hesitant, slow; 
(n) hesitation, dalliance 

delectable: (adj) luscious, tasty, 
scrumptious, dainty, savory, 
charming, appetizing, palatable, 
delightful, lovely; (adj, v) sweet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nauseating, 
offensive, sickening, tasteless, 
unpleasant, disagreeable, 
disgusting, unappealing, detestable 

deliberation: (n) cogitation, counsel, 
debate, caution, thought, 
advisement, attention, 
contemplation, consultation; (adj, n) 
calculation, circumspection. 
ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtlessness, 
carelessness, impetuosity, 
distraction, rashness 

delicacies: (n) food, delices, cates, 
regalia 

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, 
delicate, elegance, sensitivity, 
luxury, treat, airiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sturdiness, toughness, durability, 
frankness, inelegance, ruggedness, 
vulgarity, tactlessness, insensitivity, 
inaccuracy, clumsiness 

delicately: (adv) exquisitely, softly, 
tenderly, gracefully, subtlely, 
sensitively, daintily, precisely, 
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elegantly, ticklishly, weakly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inelegantly, 
tactlessly, thickly, imprecisely, 
clumsily, ungracefully, unsubtly, 
heavily, carelessly, roughly, severely 

deliciously: (adv) delightfully, nicely, 
scrumptiously, tastily, goodly, 
sweetly, delicately, toothsomely, 
appetizingly, daintily, juicily 

deliciousness: (n) lusciousness, 
delectability, tastiness, sweetness, 
appetizingness, daintiness, delicacy, 
delectableness; (adj) good taste. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unpleasantness, 
tastelessness 

delightfully: (adv) pleasantly, 
enchantingly, exquisitely, gladly, 
charmingly, finely, sweetly, 
deliciously, beautifully, merrily; 
(adv, v) happily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unattractively, horribly, 
disagreeably 

delights: (n) delices 
delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, 

disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) 
furor, rage, distraction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
dejection 

dell: (n) vale, valley, dingle, clearing, 
gorge, holler, ravine, hollow, glen, 
cove, basin 

deluding: (adj) commanding, 
circumventive, beguiling, false, 
imposing, hypocritical, fallacious, 
deceptive, delusive, misleading 

delusion: (n) hallucination, 
deception, cheat, chimera, 
misunderstanding, mirage, trick, 
fallacy, error, aberration, falsehood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) comprehension, 
fact, truth 

delusively: (adv) falsely, 
misleadingly, deceptively, illusively, 
fallaciously, deceivingly, illusorily, 
beguilingly, fantastically, fantasticly, 
imaginarily 

delving: (n) inquest, probe, quest, 
research, inquiry, investigation 

demagogue: (n) agitator, 
speechmaker, fugleman, reactionist, 
rhetorician, orator, precentor, 
leader, bellwether; (adj) anarchist, 
brawler. ANTONYM: (n) pacifier 

demeaning: (adj) degrading, 
debasing, condescending, critical, 
derogatory, humbling, infra dig, 
menial, mortifying 

demeanor: (n, v) bearing, conduct; (n) 
carriage, air, deportment, attitude, 
manner, behaviour, guise, mien, 
port 

demesne: (n) estate, manor, fief, feoff, 
field, realm, homestead, dominion, 
region, land, archduchy 

demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, 
goblin, deuce, genie, elf. 
ANTONYM: (n) saint 

denoting: (adj) significant 
densely: (adv) solidly, heavily, 

slowly, obtusely, compactly, firmly, 
dully, dumbly, closely, tightly, 
stupidly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loosely, sparsely, brightly 

dentistry: (n) odontology, dental 
medicine, gynecology, midwifery, 
obstetrics, medicine, orthodontia, 
periodontal, orthodontic, dental 
surgery, dental orthopedics 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stay, arrive, enter, come, abide, 
conform, continue, remain, appear, 
converge, return 

departing: (adj, v) parting; (adj, n) 
leaving, going away; (adj) outgoing, 
outbound, outward, passing, 
decedent, valedictory, retiring; (v) 
depart. ANTONYM: (n) arrival 

depicted: (adj) pictured, represented, 
graphic, delineated; (v) depict 

depicting: (n) portraying, depict, 
characterisation, characterization, 
delineation, mirror, portrayal 

deportment: (n, v) bearing, 
demeanor, conduct, carriage; (n) 
manner, attitude, demeanour, 
behaviour, comportment, dealing, 
air 

deprecation: (n) defamation, 
condemnation, disparagement, 
denigration, calumny, aspersion, 
censure, disfavour, denunciation, 
blame, criticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
approval, commendation 

deprecatory: (adj) deprecating, 
depreciatory, belittling, 
expostulatory, intercessory, 
mediatorial, apologetic, pejorative, 
slighting, depreciative; (adj, v) 
derogatory 

deprive: (v) divest, bereave, despoil, 
denude, deny, rob, dispossess, 
dismantle, starve; (adj, v) abridge, 
curtail. ANTONYMS: (v) provide, 
present, offer, indulge, give, endow, 
appropriate, supply, add 

depriving: (adj) scanty, privative, 
grudging, causing privation, stingy 

descend: (v) settle, condescend, 
down, drop, deign, subside, go 
down, dismount, derive, get off, 

come down. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ascend, climb, float, scale, increase, 
level, mount 

descendant: (adj, n) descendent; (n) 
offspring, progeny, scion, offshoot, 
successor, relation, heir, derivative, 
follower, sprig. ANTONYMS: (n) 
precursor, progenitor, parent, 
forebear, ascendant, predecessor 

descending: (v) descend; (adj) 
downhill, down, descendent, 
decreasing, dropping, falling, 
sloping, degressive, occasive; (adv) 
downward. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upward 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance 

deserving: (adj) meritorious, 
admirable, creditable, 
commendable, laudable, fit, good, 
deserved, condign; (v) deserve, 
worthy of. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unworthy, undeserving, 
unimpressive 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly 

desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; 
(adj, v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring, 
unconcerned 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) 
devastate, destroy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, inhabited, happy, 
sheltered, mobbed, overcrowded, 
ecstatic, hopeful; (v) create, 
construct, build 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, 
productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness 

despairingly: (adv) forlornly, 
desperately, despondently, 
dejectedly, sadly, desolately, 
disconsolately, resignedly, 
sorrowfully, frantically, franticly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) energetically, 
expectantly, cheerfully 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 
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despising: (n) despisal, contempt, 
despisement; (adj) disdainful 

despondency: (n) despair, 
desperation, dejection, 
despondence, melancholy, gloom, 
sadness, hopelessness, desolation, 
anguish, grief. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, joy, resilience, delight, 
cheer 

despot: (adj, n) tyrant, disciplinarian, 
stickler; (n) dictator, monarch, czar, 
authoritarian, oppressor, potentate; 
(adj) bashaw, hard master 

destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wealthy, 
privileged, prosperous, solvent 

destitution: (n, v) want, deficiency; 
(n) deprivation, indigence, penury, 
poverty, need, pauperism, lack, 
hardship, famine. ANTONYMS: (n) 
affluence, luxury, prosperity 

desultory: (adj) indiscriminate, 
aimless, spasmodic, purposeless, 
capricious, superficial, cursory, 
random, rambling, immethodical, 
fitful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wholehearted 

detriment: (n, v) cost, loss; (adj, n) 
injury; (n) prejudice, harm, hurt, 
disadvantage, lesion, impairment, 
mischief, drawback. ANTONYMS: 
(n) help, benefit 

deuce: (n) devil, couple, two, dyad, 
demon, duo, duet, Twain, Dickens, 
brace, craps 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked, 
diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous 

deviltry: (n) devilment, devilry, 
rascality, blaze, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, misbehavior, 
misbehaviour, wickedness, misdeed 

devolve: (v) fall, cede, assign, light, 
pass on, pass, deliver, descend, give 
up, surrender, come down. 
ANTONYM: (v) centralize 

devotedness: (n) loyalty, dedication, 
consecration, ardor, constancy, love, 
fidelity, attachment 

devourer: (n) mouth, feeder, eater, 
dunker, gourmand, luncher, diner, 
picnicker, scoffer, preyer, consumer 

dewy: (adj) wet, dank, bedewed, 
humid, moist, damp, fresh, new, 

roric, undried, rorid 
dial: (n) face, disc, control, selector, 

gnomon, pendulum, hourglass, 
clock, gauge; (v) telephone, operate 

dictate: (n, v) command, charge, 
order, decree; (n) bidding, behest, 
edict; (v) bid, prescribe, rule, ordain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) request, ask, 
record; (n, v) obey 

diffuse: (v) spread, circulate, 
disperse, broadcast, scatter, 
propagate, shed, expand, distribute, 
permeate; (adj) prolix. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) concentrated, abridged, pithy, 
succinct, terse, short, abbreviated, 
brief, confined, focused, limited 

diffused: (adj) spread, dispersed, 
dim, distributed, softened 

diffusing: (adj) disseminating, 
diffusive, scattering, disseminative 

digest: (n) resume, compilation, 
epitome, compendium, 
condensation, collection; (v) 
stomach, absorb, summarize, 
apprehend; (adj) brook. 
ANTONYMS: (v) misinterpret, 
lengthen, expand, enlarge, elaborate, 
misunderstand, avoid, succumb, 
misapprehend, detail, reject 

dignified: (adj) exalted, majestic, 
noble, grand, lofty, respectable, 
solemn, distinguished, lordly, high; 
(adj, v) great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undignified, foolish, dishonorable, 
boisterous, unceremonious, 
unseemly, vulgar, poor, lowly, 
modest, base 

dignitary: (n) notable, celebrity, big 
shot, dignity, officer, grandee, very 
important person, public figure, 
personage, person, panjandrum 

digressive: (adj) tangential, 
discursive, rambling, desultory, 
diffuse, dianoetic, episodic, 
argumentative, indirect 

dilapidated: (adj, v) bedraggled, 
frayed; (adj) decayed, decrepit, 
derelict, shabby, worn out, rickety, 
broken, ragged, damaged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pristine, elegant, 
trim, tidy, thriving, sound, solid, 
intact, sturdy, habitable 

dilapidation: (n) disrepair, 
devastation, desolation, 
deterioration, ruin, collapse, neglect, 
decrepitude, waste, destruction, 
impairment 

dilatory: (adj) slow, dawdling, tardy, 
Fabian, laggard, slack, poky, late, 
cautious, procrastinating; (adv) 
backward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
timely, diligent, ready 

diligence: (n) assiduity, industry, 
attention, application, 
assiduousness, concentration, 
activity, perseverance, carefulness, 
sedulity, industriousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
indolence, feebleness, slackness, 
negligence, sloth 

diluted: (adj) thin, watery, weak, 
insipid, tasteless, bland, sparse, rare, 
cut, washy, tame. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, concentrated, 
undiluted, thickened, strengthened, 
enriched, thick 

diminution: (n, v) decrease, decline; 
(n) deduction, reduction, abatement, 
cut, contraction, rebate, decrement, 
curtailment, declension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, 
expansion, restoration, enlargement 

diminutive: (adj) minute, Lilliputian, 
small, petite, tiny, bantam, baby, 
exiguous, short, miniature, midget. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) big, huge, 
gigantic, large, giant, tall 

dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, 
faintly, dully, duskily, vaguely, 
shadowily, hazily, gloomily, 
somberly; (adj, adv) palely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly 

dimmer: (n) rheostat 
dimness: (n) darkness, gloom, 

shadow, haze, faintness, obscurity, 
dusk, dark, cloudiness, duskiness, 
gloominess. ANTONYMS: (n) light, 
brightness, intelligence, clearness, 
strength, clarity 

dimple: (n) depression, dint, 
indentation, hollow, cavity, dip, pit, 
spot hole, follicle, lacuna, hole. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hump, lump 

dingy: (adj) dark, black, drab, dull, 
muddy, impure, dim, seedy, dowdy, 
unclean, grimy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
immaculate, spotless, sparkling, 
bright, neat, brilliant, interesting, 
smart 

dint: (v) indent; (n) indentation, 
blow, strength, percussion, agency, 
hollow, depression, might, 
impression; (adj) delve 

directing: (adj) guiding, directive, 
administrative, determinative, 
directional, sovereign, commanding, 
controlling; (n) administration, 
conducting, conservation 

directness: (n) candor, frankness, 
plainness, honesty, immediacy, 
straightforwardness, forthrightness, 
openness, freedom, ingenuousness, 
outspokenness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
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vagueness, obliqueness, 
circuitousness, reticence, delicacy, 
caution, dishonesty 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
friendly, amiable, inoffensive, 
acceptable, desirable, easygoing, 
happy, pleasing, sweet, nice 

disagreeableness: (n) bitterness, 
belligerence, acrimony, acerbity, 
sweetness, temperament, 
pleasantness, disposition, 
disagreeable, unpleasantness, 
difficulty 

disagreeably: (adv) nastily, 
unappealingly, offensively, 
cheerlessly, badly, distastefully, 
objectionably, unsympathetically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) agreeably, 
sweetly, warmly, attractively 

disapproval: (n) condemnation, 
disapprobation, censure, blame, 
criticism, dislike, disfavor, dissent, 
objection, dispraise, denunciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
commendation, favor, respect, 
pleasure, acceptance, praise, 
admiration, enthusiasm 

disarranged: (adj) disheveled, 
disorderly, untidy, deranged, 
disturbed, delirious, disordered, 
unkempt, tousled, topsy-turvy, 
mussy. ANTONYM: (adj) neat 

disarray: (n) confusion, chaos, mess, 
clutter, disorderliness; (n, v) 
disorder, jumble, litter; (v) derange, 
tumble, disarrange. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) order; (n) neatness, 
orderliness, arrangement, 
agreement, harmony 

disbursements: (n) outlay 
discern: (v) differentiate, see, 

comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
disregard, observe, overlook 

discerning: (adj) apprehensive, 
perceptive, acute, shrewd, 
discriminating, discreet, penetrating, 
refined, judicious, sharp, conscious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indiscriminate, 
undiscriminating, disregardful, 
negligent, overlooking, 
undiscerning, unobservant, 
unperceptive, insensitive, obtuse, 
tasteless 

discoloration: (n) blot, blemish, 
blotch, spot, decoloration, 

discolouration, fading, mark, 
splotch, scar, bruise 

discomposed: (adj) disturbed, 
perturbed, doubtful, excited, 
distraught, uncomfortable, fearful 

discomposure: (n) discomfort, 
disconcertion, confusion, 
commotion, perturbation, 
embarrassment, unease, uneasiness, 
anxiety, temperament, disposition 

disconsolate: (adj) inconsolable, blue, 
cheerless, melancholy, dejected, 
depressed, sad, miserable, dark, 
crestfallen, gloomy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, joyous, euphoric, 
consolable, enthusiastic 

discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection, 
displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, 
disgruntled, discontented. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure, accord, happiness; (v) 
content; (adj, n) happy; (adj) 
contented 

discord: (n, v) conflict, clash; (n) 
disagreement, variance, division, 
difference, dissension, dissonance, 
strife, split, contention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
harmony, unity, accord, 
concordance, consent, silence, 
concord; (v) match 

discouraged: (adj) despondent, 
downhearted, downcast, 
demoralized, dejected, dispirited, 
disheartened, frustrated, crestfallen, 
pessimistic, depressed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uplifted, 
heartened, cheered, inspired, 
cheerful, encouraged, hopeful, 
happy, calm, positive, enthusiastic 

discredit: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
degrade, reproach, shame, doubt, 
defame, slur; (v) disbelieve, decry, 
impeach. ANTONYMS: (n, v) honor; 
(v) believe, credit, dignify, praise, 
trust, verify, support, laud, 
commend, accept 

discrepancy: (n) difference, 
deviation, disagreement, 
divergence, departure, discord, 
discrepance, contradiction, 
variation, variance, dissimilarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
harmony, concordance, similarity, 
surplus, equality, convergence, 
parity 

diseased: (adj) bad, ailing, sickly, 
unsound, sick, ill, unhealthy, 
pathological, infected, 

unwholesome, infirm. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) well, fit 

disembodied: (adj) bodiless, 
unembodied, incorporeal, 
discorporate, bodyless, spiritual, 
impalpable, disbodied, unbodied; 
(adj, prep) separate; (prep) 
disconnected 

disheartened: (adj) dejected, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, 
hopeful 

dishevelled: (adj) untidy, tousled, 
messy, blowzy, rough, frowsy, 
frowzy, unkempt, sloppy, slovenly; 
(v) bedraggled 

disinclination: (n) dislike, distaste, 
indisposition, reluctance, antipathy, 
opposition, disaffection, disrelish, 
unwillingness, disfavor; (n, v) 
disgust. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inclination, disposition, desire, 
tendency, keenness, willingness 

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, 
neutral, dispassionate, equitable, 
evenhanded, uninterested, 
impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
biased, interested, prejudiced, eager, 
passionate, riveted, concerned, 
partial, personal 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, 
melancholy, black, dim, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, happy, 
lively, uplifting, sunny, pleasant, 
light, cheery, strong, soulful, 
wonderful 

dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, 
dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) 
consternation, discouragement; (n, 
v) daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, 
dread. ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; 
(v) stimulate, assure, ensure, 
encourage, elate; (n) spirit, 
satisfaction, mettle, resolution, 
assurance 

dismemberment: (n) division, 
separation, mutilation, taking apart, 
dislocation 

dismissing: (v) dismiss; (n) acquittal, 
denial, dimission 

disordered: (adj) chaotic, upset, sick, 
disorganized, broken, incoherent, 
deranged, messy, disjointed, 
disconnected, ill. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
neat, ordered, organized, arranged, 
quiet, regulated, systematic, 
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systematized, straightforward, tidy 
disparagement: (n, v) detraction, 

dispraise; (n) aspersion, derogation, 
calumny, contempt, depreciation, 
defamation, degradation, disgrace, 
scorn. ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, 
credit, commendation, acclaim, 
compliment, admiration, 
glorification, respect 

dispel: (v) dissipate, disperse, break 
up, scatter, chase away, dissolve, 
diffuse, disband, chase, dismiss, 
resolve. ANTONYMS: (v) garner, 
gather, appear, attract 

displeased: (adj) disgruntled, 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contented, satisfied, calm 

displeasure: (n) resentment, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, 
annoyance, offense, pique, 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, 
happiness, delight, contentment, 
equanimity, approval 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious 

disputing: (adj) opposed; (v) 
disputant 

disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, 
confused, anxious, agitated, 
distracted, broken, distressed 

disregard: (n, v) disdain, slight, 
scorn; (n) carelessness, contempt; (v) 
discount, defy, despise, cut, flout; 
(adj, v) overlook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
notice, heed, value, obey, accept, 
consider; (n) respect, 
thoughtfulness, consideration, 
attention; (n, v) regard 

dissatisfied: (adj) discontent, 
disgruntled, disappointed, put out, 
displeased, malcontent, grumpy, 
annoyed, disaffected; (adj, v) 
querulous, complaining. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
contented, happy, fulfilled, gratified, 
pleased, idealistic 

dissimilarity: (n) disparity, 
difference, disagreement, 
unlikeness, dissimilitude, diversity, 
divergence, divarication, contrast, 
distinction, inequality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) similarity, 

equivalence, agreement, likeness, 
resemblance, accordance, 
conformity, affinity, equality 

dissipated: (adj, v) fast; (adj) 
dissolute, immoral, abandoned, 
profligate, prodigal, gay, rakish, 
degenerate, squandered, licentious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) upright, moral 

dissolving: (n) dissolution, breakup, 
dissipation, disintegration, 
destruction, cancellation, 
adjournment; (adj) solvent, 
diffluent, deliquescent 

dissonance: (n) discord, disharmony, 
discrepancy, discordance, 
cacophony, disaccord, 
disagreement, dissidence, 
dissension, dissonancy, 
inconsonance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
concord, agreement, concordance 

dissonant: (adj) disharmonious, 
inharmonious, inharmonic, 
inconsistent, harsh, irreconcilable, 
cacophonous, absonant, conflicting, 
raucous; (n) disagreeing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harmonious, 
musical, complementary, 
compatible, agreeing, melodious, 
consonant 

distaste: (n, v) disgust, aversion, 
disinclination; (n) antipathy, 
dissatisfaction, repulsion, hatred, 
disrelish, revulsion, displeasure, 
disfavor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attraction, liking, taste, desire, love 

distasteful: (adj, v) disagreeable; (adj) 
offensive, unwelcome, ugly, 
revolting, undesirable, 
objectionable, disgustful, foul, nasty; 
(v) unpalatable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasant, tasteful, attractive, 
appealing, savory, pleasing, 
desirable, appetizing, tasty, nice, 
noble 

distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 
definition, otherness, perspicuity, 
discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness 

distinguishing: (adj) distinctive, 
identifying, typical, discriminating, 
specific, distinct, peculiar; (adv) 
distinguishingly; (adj, v) 
discriminative; (v) distinguish; (n) 
hearing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
common, typical 

distracted: (adj) demented, 
inattentive, abstracted, crazy, 
frenzied, distraught, preoccupied, 
distressed, confused; (adj, v) mad, 
disconcerted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

attentive, alert, assured, calm, 
mellow 

distrust: (n, v) mistrust, discredit; (n) 
suspicion, misgiving, disbelief, 
uncertainty, hesitation; (v) suspect, 
disbelieve, question; (adj) 
distrustful. ANTONYMS: (n) 
confidence, faith, trustingness, 
certainty, belief, optimism; (v) 
believe, entrust, depend, confide 

disused: (adj) antiquated, old, 
outmoded, deserted, ancient, 
antique, neglected, derelict, 
unoccupied, old-fashioned, 
abandoned 

diurnal: (adj) journal, quotidian, 
diary, everyday, cyclical, cyclic, 
ephemeral 

diversified: (adj) diverse, different, 
heterogeneous, manifold, divers, 
varied, altered, multifarious, motley, 
assorted, miscellaneous 

diversify: (v) alter, vary, differ, 
modulate, variegate, broaden, 
branch out, diversifying, qualify, 
tamper with, expand. ANTONYMS: 
(v) specialize, conform 

divinity: (n) God, theology, 
divineness, immortal, godship, 
godhead, spirit, demiurge, 
apologetics, demigod; (adj, n) the 
Deity. ANTONYM: (n) devil 

divulged: (adj) out of the closet, 
exposed 

dizziness: (n) giddiness, swimming, 
faint, symptom, nausea, perkiness, 
playfulness, flightiness, 
lightheartedness, laughing and 
joking; (v) scotomy 

dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, 
frivolous, light, vertiginous, 
brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, 
muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, 
rational, steady, sober, serious 

dodging: (n) dodge, evasion, escape, 
circumvention, selective shading, 
shirking, evading, elusion, 
shunning, pastime; (adj) shifty 

doleful: (adj) mournful, sorrowful, 
sad, disconsolate, melancholy, 
miserable, piteous, dolorous, 
somber, woeful; (adj, v) dolesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gleeful, happy, 
glad, cheery, elated, euphoric 

domdaniel: (n) pandemonium 
dominion: (n) authority, control, 

domain, command, reign, rule, 
sway, power, kingdom, mastery, 
supremacy. ANTONYM: (n) 
subjugation 

don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, 
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prohibition 
doom: (n, v) sentence, destine, fate; 

(v) condemn, convict, damn; (n) 
destiny, day of reckoning, chance, 
luck, lot. ANTONYMS: (n) plan; (v) 
absolve 

dotted: (adj) speckled, dappled, 
specked, spotted, dashed, stippled, 
scattered, spotty, dot, mottled, 
broken 

doublet: (n) pair, couple, waistcoat, 
CHUDDER, barbe, gabardine, 
double, jacket, jubbah, oilskins, 
camisole 

doubling: (n) folding, duplication, 
repetition, artifice, twisting, furring, 
gemination, plication, reduplication, 
duplicity; (v) guile 

doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two 
times, in two ways, dualistically 

doubtfully: (adj, adv) hesitantly, 
distrustfully; (adv) suspiciously, 
uncertainly, doubtingly, tentatively, 
indecisively, unsurely, skeptically, 
precariously, shadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indisputably, surely, 
trustingly, inevitably, confidently, 
optimistically, plausibly 

downright: (adj, n) absolute; (adj, v) 
sheer, clear; (adj) dead, blunt, 
candid, plain; (adv) absolutely, 
thoroughly, wholly, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) semi, limited, 
incomplete, questionable, slight; 
(adv) hardly 

dowry: (n) dot, inheritance, gift, 
alimony, dowery, portion, jointure, 
grant, share, endowment, heritage 

dragoon: (v) coerce, force, bulldoze, 
enforce, persecute, bully, browbeat; 
(n) cavalry, cavalryman, horse, 
artillery 

dragoons: (n) cavalry 
draught: (n, v) draft, sketch, design, 

potation, plan; (n) dose, air current, 
wind, gulp, outline; (v) blueprint 

draughtsman: (n) drawer, 
draftsperson, designer, scribe, 
copyist 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, 
panic; (n) anxiety, awe, 
consternation, alarm, trepidation, 
dismay, foreboding, terror. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
welcomed, pleasant; (v) welcome, 
want; (n) reassurance, fearlessness, 
confidence, security, ease, calm 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, 
fearsome; (v) drad 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 

shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, 
horrendously, horribly, atrociously, 
ghastly, tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well 

dreading: (adj) anxious 
dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 

impractical, somnolent, visionary, 
sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic 

drearily: (adv) dismally, sadly, dully, 
melancholy, tediously, boringly, 
bleakly, grimly, gloomily, 
uninterestingly, monotonously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) interestingly, 
cheerfully 

dreariness: (n) desolation, tedium, 
dullness, gloominess, boringness, 
dulness, depression, boredom, 
sadness, bleakness, gloom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
cheerfulness, splendor 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, 
light, exciting, clear, cheery, 
pleasant, exotic 

dripping: (adj) wet, damp, drenched, 
sodden, soaked, soggy; (adj, adv) 
sopping, soaking; (adj, v) reeking; 
(n) dribble, a drop. ANTONYM: 
(adj) lacking 

droll: (adj) comical, humorous, 
funny, laughable, burlesque, 
ludicrous, ridiculous; (adj, n) comic, 
witty; (n) buffoon, clown. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dramatic, dull, 
grave, tragic, solemn 

droop: (adj, v) decline; (v) dangle, 
wilt, hang, flag, sink, slump, loll, 
collapse; (n, v) sag, pine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, bloom 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm 

droppings: (n) muck, dung, chip, 
manure, trash, excrement, stool, 
ordure, feces, faeces, compost 

drowsiness: (n) sleepiness, lethargy, 
dullness, doziness, laziness, 
somnolency, inertia, drowse, 
lassitude, languor, sluggishness. 
ANTONYM: (n) alertness 

drowsy: (adj, n) sleepy; (adj) lazy, 

comatose, somnolent, slow, 
lethargic, sluggish, dull, indolent, 
soporific, listless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) energetic, awake, lively, 
vigorous, vivacious, refreshed 

drygoods: (n) haberdashery, soft 
goods 

drying: (n) curing, desiccation, 
seasoning, dryness, ventilation, 
drying up, aeration, airing; (adj) 
desiccative, siccative, parching 

dues: (n) tax, obligation, tallage, 
assessment, sess, cost, contribution, 
impost, toll, union dues, deficit 

dukedom: (n) land, rank, 
principality, domain, demesne 

dulness: (n) dullness, matt, 
dreariness, dimness, bluntness, 
flatness, boringness, vapidity, 
jejunity, mat, tedium. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, asperity 

dungeon: (n, v) keep; (n) prison, cell, 
jail, penitentiary, fastness, oubliette, 
Bastille, bridewell, detention, house 
of correction 

durable: (adj, v) stable, fast; (adj) 
lasting, permanent, sturdy, strong, 
serviceable, enduring, firm, tough, 
abiding. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
flimsy, lightweight, undependable, 
temporary, shoddy, cheap, unstable, 
soft, insubstantial, fickle 

duskiness: (n) dimness, gloom, 
swarthiness, dark, semidarkness, 
murkiness, gloominess, obscurity, 
evening; (adj) fresco, coolness 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, 
obscure, dingy, sooty, somber. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, bright, 
sunny, radiant, clear 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dweller: (n) tenant, resident, 
occupant, inhabitant, liver, occupier, 
citizen, native, cottager, borderer; 
(v) habitant 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit 
dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 

bleached, stained, painted, 
artificially coloured, biased, 
artificial, unreal, colorful 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance 

earldom: (n) rank, county, domain, 
demesne, count 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, 
solemnly, ardently, fervently, 
heartily, gravely, warmly, 
passionately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly 

earnestness: (n) seriousness, 
sincerity, gravity, fervor, devotion, 
graveness, staidness, honesty; (adj, 
n) ardor, zeal, intentness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slackness, 
lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy 

earthen: (adj) clay, ceramic, 
earthenware 

earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) 
carnal, worldly, conceivable, 
human, geotic, secular, terrene, 
temporal, telluric, sublunary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spiritual, divine, 
ethereal, immortal, impossible, 
improbable, inconceivable, celestial 

earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic 

earthworm: (n) crawler, dew worm, 
oligochaete, worm, night crawler, 
red worm, fishing worm, dewworm, 
nightcrawler, wiggler, fishworm 

easterly: (n) Easter, levanter; (adj) 
eastern; (adv) eastwards 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards 

eatables: (n) food, sustenance, 
victuals, fare; (v) ingesta 

ebony: (adj, n) sable; (adj) black, 
dark, jet, soot, raven, smut, sloe; (n) 
jet black, coal black, wood 

ebullition: (n) boiling, ferment, 
choler, bile, dander; (adj, n) 
effervescence; (v) seethe, coction; 
(adj) seething, stir, splutter 

echoing: (adj) resonant, hollow, 
resounding, deep, booming, loud, 
ringing, spacious, vast; (n) imitation, 

roll. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, weak, 
cramped 

ecstasy: (n) delight, rapture, joy, bliss, 
delirium, happiness, trance, 
enthusiasm, exaltation, elation; (n, v) 
transport. ANTONYMS: (n) 
desolation, gloom, 
downheartedness, melancholy, 
depression, dejection, anguish, 
sadness, despair, agony, bore 

eddy: (n, v) purl, twirl, spin, gurge; 
(v) whirlpool, swirl, turn; (n) vortex, 
maelstrom, twist, whir 

edifice: (n) building, structure, house, 
hall, fabric, aviary, bagnio, 
bathhouse, abattoir, bawdyhouse, 
clubhouse 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, 
efficacious, able; (adj) forceful, 
telling, authoritative, operative, 
potent, adequate, impressive, 
powerful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ineffectual, incapable, weak, 
impotent, ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually 

effervescence: (adj) activity; (n) 
ebullience, bubble, animation, 
excitement, froth, bubbliness, 
ebulliency, bubbles, frothing; (v) 
ebullition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deadness, staleness, listlessness, 
lifelessness, flatness, lethargy 

effigy: (n) likeness, figure, copy, idol, 
simulacrum, picture, effigies, 
dummy, appearance, semblance, 
graven image 

effulgence: (n) brilliance, brightness, 
radiancy, glow, radiance, luster, 
burnish, glory, shine, sheen, 
refulgence 

effusion: (n) effluence, eruption, 
outpour, efflux, outburst, exudation, 
extrusion, exhalation, emanation, 
emission, flow 

ejaculation: (n) cry, ejection, 
emission, interjection, discharge, 
vociferation, expelling, exclaiming, 
eruption, shout, emanation 

elaborated: (adj) elaborate, careful, 
finished, wrought 

elaborately: (adv) detailedly, fancily, 
laboredly, complicatedly, minutely, 
extensively, flamboyantly, knottily, 
ornamentally, involvedly, ornately. 
ANTONYM: (adv) simply 

elastic: (adj) flexible, springy, soft, 

pliable, resilient, limber, pliant, 
yielding, ductile, buoyant; (n) 
rubber band. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rigid, stiff, inflexible, inelastic, 
unadaptable, intolerant, firm, hard, 
unyielding 

elective: (adj) optional, discretionary, 
eligible, not compulsory, voluntary, 
electives, selective, election, 
electoral, facultative, not obligatory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appointive, 
obligatory, required, mandatory 

eleemosynary: (adj) benevolent, 
beneficent, philanthropic, 
humanitarian, kind, liberal; (v) 
tributary, sportulary 

elephantine: (adj) jumbo, 
gargantuan, giant, ponderous, huge, 
mammoth, heavy, gigantic, 
immense, massive, monstrous 

elevate: (v) advance, lift, hoist, erect, 
exalt, boost, rear, cheer, promote, 
dignify, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demote, drop, downgrade, depress, 
decrease, reduce 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, 
lowly, decreased, humble, inferior, 
lessened, low, sunken, undignified, 
lowered 

elevation: (n) height, highness, 
exaltation, ascent, climb, hill, 
aggrandizement, raise, El, Alt, 
stature. ANTONYMS: (n) 
degradation, descent, levelness, 
depression, downgrading, 
demotion, drop, depth 

eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, 
rhetoric, articulateness, expression, 
volubility, persuasiveness, 
articulacy, facundity, way with 
words. ANTONYM: (n) 
inarticulateness 

elucidation: (n) clarification, 
comment, explanation, account, 
description, definition, exposition, 
illumination, illustration, answer, 
resolution. ANTONYM: (n) problem 

emaciated: (adj) bony, lean, thin, 
gaunt, skinny, meager, wasted, 
haggard, slender, slim, lanky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fat, obese, 
heavy, bloated, beefy, overweight 

embarkation: (n) embarkment, 
departure, start, leaving, going, 
loading, cargo, load, freight, 
embark, origin 

embellished: (adj) ornamented, 
rhetorical, decorated, fancy, florid, 
tall, rich, embroidered, elaborate, 
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baroque; (prep) beautied 
embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 

fire, ashes 
embittered: (adj) bitter, disillusioned, 

sour, indignant, disappointed, 
crestfallen, dissatisfied, frustrated, 
disenchanted; (v) resent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) idealistic 

emblem: (n) flag, type, device, 
allegory, character, crest, sign, 
badge, figure, ensign, symbol 

embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, 
corporeal, corporal, bodied, 
personified, incorporated, 
combined, tangible, associated, in 
person 

embody: (v) comprehend, comprise, 
personify, body, represent, 
exemplify, typify, encompass, 
incorporate, materialize, integrate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divide, exclude, 
disembody 

embraced: (adj) popular 
embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, 

kissing, taking on, implementation, 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, 
osculant, grasping, close 

embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, 
exaggerated, bewrought, decorated 

eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 
altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 
status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority 

eminently: (adv) highly, 
prominently, outstandingly, 
conspicuously, loftily, illustriously, 
preeminently, famously, grandly, 
exaltedly, gloriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) commonly, unexceptionally, 
unremarkably 

emolument: (n) income, fee, stipend, 
pay, recompense, payment, benefit, 
produce, advantage, wage, salary 

emphatic: (adj) decided, categorical, 
expressive, forceful, pronounced, 
assertive, loud, important, 
emphatical, insistent; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, unassertive, 
understated, unemphatic, 
halfhearted 

emphatically: (adv) decidedly, 
definitely, positively, categorically, 
flatly, distinctly, absolutely, 
explicitly, forcefully, firmly, 
expressly 

emptied: (adj) empty, void, depleted, 
emptier, annulled, open, vacuous 

emptiness: (n) blankness, blank, void, 

vanity, vacuity, worthlessness, 
futility, space, inanity, inanition, 
hollowness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
richness, fullness, value, importance, 
clutter 

enchanted: (adj) bewitched, 
delighted, charmed, fascinated, rapt, 
spellbound, blissful, happy, 
enamored, possessed; (v) entranced. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disenchanted, 
unhappy 

enchantress: (n) siren, Delilah, fairy, 
witch, occultist, woman, lamia, 
sibyl, vamp, hag, sorceress 

encircling: (adj, prep) surrounding; 
(prep) around; (adj) comprehensive, 
encompassing, roundabout, 
circuitous, rotary, circumferential, 
inclusive; (v) encircle 

encouragingly: (adv) promisingly, 
inspiritingly, encourage, hopefully, 
propitiously, positively, 
sympathetically, cheeringly, 
hortatorily, brightly, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) negatively, 
inauspiciously 

encumber: (v) saddle, clog, hamper, 
charge, lumber, tax, embarrass, 
constrain, hinder, bound, cumber. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, alleviate, 
assist, aid, facilitate, ease, help, 
lighten, relieve 

endeavor: (n, v) struggle, try, strain; 
(n) effort, trial, essay, shot, 
enterprise, work; (v) strive, aim. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) neglect 

endeavoring: (n) effort; (adj) aspiring 
endeavors: (n) activities, deeds, 

events, Comings and Goings, 
undertakings, accomplishments, 
happenings 

endow: (v) invest, donate, give, 
clothe, contribute, bless, supply, 
furnish, dower, empower; (n, v) 
vest. ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, 
artistic, brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied 

endowments: (n) beneficence, 
accomplishments, advantage 

enduring: (adj) durable, abiding, 
lasting, permanent, continuing, 
constant, hardy, immortal, eternal, 
stable; (adv) enduringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient, 
transient, fleeting, mortal, modern, 
insubstantial, inconstant, fickle, 
erratic, unstable 

energetically: (adv) vigorously, 
strongly, actively, briskly, lustily, 
forcefully, lively, forcibly, 

powerfully, spiritedly, strenuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) idly, quietly, 
lifelessly, resignedly, indifferently, 
feebly, wearily, languorously, lazily, 
sluggishly, passively 

enfeebled: (adj) infirm, enervated, 
feeble, decrepit, crippled, old, 
adynamic; (adj, v) sickly, vacillating; 
(v) weak, accessible 

enfranchised: (v) constitutional, 
prescribed, ordained; (adj) free 

engraved: (adj) carved, inscribed, 
etched, sculptured, chased, cut in, 
graphic, graven; (prep) 
insculptured; (v) fixed, imprinted 

engraving: (n) print, sculpture, plate, 
picture, carving, copperplate, 
aquatint, printmaking, 
engravement, cutting, chasing 

engross: (v) absorb, engage, 
consume, occupy, copy, captivate, 
fascinate, involve, swallow, engulf; 
(adj, v) immerse. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, ignore, distract, bore 

enjoining: (n) enjoinment, cease and 
desist order; (adj) commanding, 
deceiving, containing directions, 
deluding, directorial, imposing, 
directory 

enlightened: (adj) liberal, 
disillusioned, progressive, cultured, 
aware, informed, learned, lettered; 
(adj, v) wise; (n, v) savant; (v) 
shrewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
puzzled, unenlightened, 
uninformed, confounded, confused, 
ignorant, perplexed, wild, 
reactionary, traditional; (n) 
uninitiate 

enlightening: (adj) edifying, 
instructive, illuminating, didactic, 
educational, calming, 
communicative, clarifying, useful, 
taming, revealing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mystifying, unedifying, 
unenlightening, unilluminating 

enlistment: (n) conscription, 
recruitment, duty tour, enrollment, 
period, check, arrest, amount of 
time, hitch, engagement, 
mobilization 

enliven: (v) animate, inspire, refresh, 
encourage, exhilarate, elate, liven 
up, stimulate, invigorate, energize; 
(adj, v) brighten. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bore, subdue, tire, spoil, dull, 
deflate, dampen, deaden, exhaust, 
depress 

enlivened: (adj) bouncy, active, 
spirited, alive, bouncing 

enlivening: (adj) cheerful, bracing, 
genial, refreshing, invigorating, 
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thrilling, revitalizing, reviving, 
stimulating, pleasant, vitalizing 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 
antagonism, animus, hostility, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, 
antipathy, hatred, war, dislike. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendship, 
friendliness, affinity, love, kindness, 
affection, adoration, amity, 
cooperation, goodwill 

enrich: (v) decorate, adorn, fertilize, 
beautify, ornament, develop, fatten, 
endow, better, cultivate; (n) 
enrichment. ANTONYMS: (v) 
impoverish, cheapen, degenerate, 
reduce, deplete, deteriorate 

enriched: (adj) educated 
enslaved: (adj) captive, locked up, 

charmed, incarcerated, in bondage, 
in prison, bound, subject, beguiled, 
cringing; (v) subjected 

ensue: (v) come, arise, happen, result, 
succeed, occur, transpire, turn out, 
befall, come after, stem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forerun, preface, 
antecede, dwindle, recede 

ensuing: (adj) following, consequent, 
succeeding, later, subsequent, next, 
successive, resulting, consequential, 
ensue, posterior. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
antecedent, earlier, prior, 
preliminary 

entail: (v) imply, involve, demand, 
mean, need, induce, evoke, 
implicate, require, to bar an entail, 
draw down 

entanglement: (n) snarl, complexity, 
embarrassment, implication, mesh, 
knot, tangle, web, perplexity, hitch; 
(adj, n) involution. ANTONYMS: (n) 
simplification, extrication 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased 
entitle: (v) dub, style, designate, 

christen, empower, term, baptize, 
authorize; (n, v) title, name, 
denominate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disqualify, debar 

entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, 
implore, pray, adjure, appeal, 
request, conjure, crave, bid. 
ANTONYMS: (v) demand, reject 

entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation 

enveloped: (adj) convoluted, 
enclosed, cover, bounded, 
Byzantine, clothed, involved, misty, 
swallowed, vestured, emotionally 
involved 

enviable: (adj) invidious, 
advantageous, envious, happy, 

pleasing, attractive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcomed, undesirable, 
undesired, unpleasant 

envious: (adj) covetous, invidious, 
jaundiced, malicious, begrudge, 
greedy, resentful, grudging, green, 
begrudging, enviable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fulfilled, satisfied, undesirous, 
contented 

epistle: (n) letter, note, 
communication, message, 
correspondence, post card, favor, 
missive, writing, memo, dispatch 

epitome: (n) abstract, type, resume, 
compendium, model, digest, ideal, 
conspectus, synopsis, recapitulation; 
(adj, n) brief 

epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, 
season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date 
of reference, times 

equanimity: (n) aplomb, poise, 
calmness, calm, temper, peace, 
imperturbability, temperament, 
serenity, tranquility; (adj, n) 
stoicism. ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
anger, excitableness, fear, hysteria, 
nervousness, agitation, anxiety 

equipments: (n) paraphernalia, 
facility, attire, appendages, 
equipage, accouterments 

errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work 

errands: (n) everyday Jobs, farm 
duties 

erratic: (adj) capricious, irregular, 
eccentric, freakish, broken, 
desultory, planetary, unstable, 
temperamental, quaint; (adj, v) 
stray. ANTONYMS: (adj) consistent, 
constant, dependable, predictable, 
regular, certain, steady, unchanging, 
reliable, common, stable 

erudite: (adj) educated, scholarly, 
academic, knowledgeable, cultured, 
informed, profound; (adj, v) wise, 
prudent; (n) scholar, savant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unschooled, 
uneducated, uncultured, illiterate, 
unlearned, uninformed, foolish 

eschewing: (n) renunciation 
escritoire: (n) secretary, desk, 

secretaire, writing table, vitrine, 
vargueno, etagere, cabinet, scrutoire 

esculent: (adj) eatable, comestible, 
alimentary, oleraceous 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual 

espy: (v) discover, descry, behold, 
detect, spy, spot, see, distinguish, 
recognize, perceive, notice 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, 
respected, honorable, noble, 
honored, prestigious, important, 
distinguished, August, respect. 
ANTONYM: (adj) disreputable 

estranged: (adj) disaffected, 
separated, confused, bitter, anomic, 
neurotic, lonely, homeless, 
friendless, foreign, factious 

estrangement: (n) disaffection, 
separation, rift, coolness, isolation, 
break, split, rupture, withdrawal, 
breach; (v) estrange. ANTONYMS: 
(n) reconciliation, propitiation, 
conciliation 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever, 
perpetuity, timelessness, 
endlessness, everlasting, endless 
time, everlastingness, everness, 
existence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
finiteness, impermanence 

ethereal: (adj) airy, celestial, 
unworldly, delicate, intangible, 
aeriform, spiritual, aery, vaporous, 
incorporeal, diaphanous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) earthly, heavy, 
indelicate, worldly, tangible, thick, 
robust, concrete 

eulogistic: (adj, v) commendatory, 
laudatory, panegyrical; (adj) 
encomiastic, eulogistical, glowing, 
epenetic, encomiastical; (v) 
benedictory, lavish of praise, 
uncritical 

evanescent: (adj) passing, temporary, 
fleeting, transitory, fugitive, 
momentary, transient, cursory, 
temporal, intangible, short-lived 

eventful: (adj) fateful, weighty, 
lively, important, momentous, 
memorable, notable, hectic, 
significant; (n) stirring; (v) full of 
incident. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
insignificant, ordinary, slow, empty 

eventide: (n) eve, dusk, night, 
twilight, nightfall, eleventh hour, 
sunset, daytime, daylight, day, 
curfew 

evoke: (v) educe, conjure up, elicit, 
enkindle, arouse, excite, call forth, 
entail, provoke, raise, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stem, silence, 
repress, quell, hold, halt, suppress, 
forget 

exaggeration: (n) distortion, 
magnification, enlargement, 
overstatement, hyperbole, 
misrepresentation, caricatura, 
embellishment, elaboration, trope, 
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romance. ANTONYMS: (n) irony, 
minimizing, reduction 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, 
greater than; (adj) excessive, 
transcendent, extraordinary, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, 
Olympian; (v) exceed 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, 
greatly, awfully, terrifically, 
eminently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
slightly, hardly, insufficiently, 
somewhat 

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, 
rouse, electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, 
v) quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

excusable: (adj) pardonable, 
justifiable, defensible, forgivable, 
warrantable, permissible, slight, 
understandable, minor, vindicable, 
tenable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unforgivable, unallowable, 
indefensible, blameable 

executing: (n) performing, execution, 
decapitation, capital punishment, 
electrocution, death penalty, 
crucifixion, implementation, 
corporal punishment; (v) perform, 
execute 

exemplary: (adj) model, typical, 
representative, classic, admonitory, 
ideal, warning, commendable, 
worthy, excellent, virtuous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awful, lousy, 
poor, unconventional, 
reprehensible, wrong, substandard, 
blameworthy 

exemplifying: (adj) illustrative, 
demonstrative 

exertion: (n) application, exercise, 
endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, 
inactivity, inertia, relaxation, 
laziness, ease 

exhibiting: (n) advertising; (adj) 
exhibitory, ostensive 

exhilarating: (adj) exciting, 
stimulating, invigorating, thrilling, 
elating, moving, exhilarative, 
gladdening, brisk, glad, delighted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, dull, 
depressing, discouraging, 
dispiriting 

exhilaration: (n) excitement, 
cheerfulness, delight, happiness, 
animation, glee, joyfulness, 
joyousness, rapture, joy; (adj, n) 
hilarity. ANTONYMS: (n) boredom, 
despair, sadness 

expectant: (adj) hopeful, enceinte, 
anticipative, big, gravid, eager, 
heavy, confident, with child, 
watchful; (adj, v) pregnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninterested, 
apathetic, indifferent 

expediency: (n) utility, convenience, 
advantage, fitness, advisability, 
pertinence, expedient, benefit, 
effectiveness, value, pertinency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impracticality, 
inconvenience, inexpedience, 
unsuitability, uselessness 

expedient: (adj) fit, advisable, 
becoming, desirable, adequate, apt, 
convenient, suitable; (n) contrivance, 
resource, artifice. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inappropriate, inexpedient, 
impractical, futile, detrimental, 
inconvenient, foolish 

expended: (adj) spent, finished, dead, 
departed, unpursed, bypast, bygone, 
deceased, gone, completely 
exhausted; (v) expending 

expiring: (adj) moribund, failing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) well 

exposes: (adj) exposed 
exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 

magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly 

extant: (adj) actual, current, present, 
existent, surviving, alive, living, 
available, instant, in existence, that 
is. ANTONYMS: (adj) lost, dead, 
departed, destroyed, gone 

externally: (adv) superficially, 
exteriorly, outsidely, outerly, 
without, foreignly, extrinsically, 
surfacely, extraneously, 
peripherally, outlyingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) internally 

extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, 
departed, obsolete, extinguished, 
exhausted, inanimate, out, 
quenched, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alive, living, extant, active, dormant, 
thriving, existing, live 

extinguished: (adj) extinct, out, dead, 
quenched, allayed, destroyed; (n) 
defunctness, complete annihilation, 
experimental extinction, 
extermination, extinction 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, 

squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness 

extravagant: (adj) wasteful, 
luxurious, prodigal, exaggerated, 
profligate, costly, expensive, lavish, 
immoderate, profuse, undue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
frugal, parsimonious, plain, stingy, 
understated, thrifty, reasonable, 
moderate, cautious, tasteful 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency 

exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, 
ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow 

eyesight: (n) sight, seeing, 
discernment, vision power, ability to 
make discerning judgments, view, 
sightedness, optics, beholding 

fable: (n) legend, fiction, tale, story, 
fabrication, fairy tale, lie, myth, 
anecdote; (adj, n) apologue, parable. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fact, history 

fabled: (adj) imaginary, mythical, 
mythological, fancied, dummy, 
fabulous, unreal, fictitious, magic, 
magical, enchanted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) factual, unknown, prosaic, real 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) 
effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, 
expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original 

faculties: (n) mother wit 
fade: (adj, v) vanish, drop; (v) 

dissolve, decline, evaporate, 
discolor, droop, die, languish, 
expire; (n, v) wither. ANTONYMS: 
(v) increase, grow, flourish, enhance, 
surge, sharpen, brighten, color, wax, 
stay, rally 

fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; 
(adv) gladly, lief, readily, willingly; 
(v) optative 

faintheartedly: (adv) 
chickenheartedly, faintly 

fairy-tale: (n) fable; (adj) romantic, 
mythical, fanciful 

faithfully: (adv) exactly, accurately, 
sincerely, staunchly, precisely, truly, 
authentically, dutifully, literally, 
steadfastly, truely. ANTONYMS: 
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(adv) unfaithfully, approximately, 
falsely, insincerely, carelessly, 
inaccurately 

faithfulness: (n) devotion, constancy, 
allegiance, truth, accuracy, loyalty, 
dedication, faith, exactness, 
adherence; (adj, n) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, inaccuracy, 
dishonesty, disobedience, 
wickedness, indifference 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) 
deceit, falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality 

fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
fabricated, preferred, assumed, 
illusory, imagined, ideal 

fancies: (n) stock 
fanciful: (adj) mythical, fantastic, 

capricious, unreal, arbitrary, 
romantic, ideal, chimerical, notional, 
visionary; (adj, v) fancy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) prosaic, real, 
realistic, plausible, normal 

fancifully: (adv) fantasticly, 
fantastically, chimerically, unreally, 
imaginarily, freakishly, bizarrely, 
visionarily, ideally, notionally, 
fancily 

fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy 
fantastically: (adv) wonderfully, 

fabulously, tremendously, 
marvelously, extraordinarily, 
strangely, queerly, magnificently, 
grotesquely, whimsically, 
peculiarly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
plausibly, abysmally 

far-fetched: (adj) improbable, tall, 
implausible, foreign, unreasonable 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, 
farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, 
most distant; (adj, adv) remotest. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest 

fascinate: (adj, n, v) charm; (n, v) 
allure, enchant, entice; (adj, v) 
attract; (v) bewitch, enthrall, 
enrapture, enthral, entrance, 
capture. ANTONYMS: (v) bore, tire, 
repel, disenchant, disinterest, appall 

fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought 

fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) 
connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, 
clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, undo, unlock, loosen, 
release, open, disconnect, untie, 
separate, unscrew 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 

closed, tight, secure, pinned, 
binding, empight, steady, firm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfastened, 
unbuttoned 

fastidious: (adj, n) exacting, critical, 
accurate; (adj) delicate, particular, 
careful, exigent, dainty, 
discriminating, nice, fussy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unfastidious, careless, uncouth, 
uncritical, easy, indifferent, 
undemanding, slapdash, relaxed, 
easygoing 

fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, 
mishap, demise, misadventure, 
lethality, adversity, loss, decease, 
dead 

fated: (adj) inevitable, destined, 
certain, predestined, damned, 
unavoidable, predestinate, cursed, 
intended, forthcoming, sure 

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; 
(adj, adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly 

fathom: (n, v) plumb; (v) penetrate, 
discern, bottom, understand, 
comprehend, know, make out, 
measure; (n) probe, gauge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) confuse, 
misunderstand, Miss 

fatten: (adj, n) enrich; (adj, v) fat, 
elaborate; (v) fatten up, feed, fill out; 
(adj) fructify, bloom, bear fruit, 
blossom, blow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undernourish, starve 

favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, 
support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) 
befriend, encourage, patronize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hinder, contradict, 
dislike, hurt, differ, thwart, reject, 
demean; (n) derogation, 
disapproval, unkindness 

favorable: (adj) lucky, fortunate, 
propitious, prosperous, convenient, 
advantageous, encouraging, happy, 
helpful; (adj, v) friendly; (adj, n) 
kindly. ANTONYMS: (adj) adverse, 
negative, ominous, disapproving, 
inauspicious, detrimental, 
unfriendly, disagreeable, hindering, 
harmful, untimely 

favorably: (adv, v) advantageously, 
fully, considerably; (adv) 
sympathetically, auspiciously, 
favourably, agreeably, aright, 
fortunately, luckily, usefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unhelpfully, 
disapprovingly, unfavorably, 

inauspiciously, disdainfully, ill, 
ominously, threateningly, 
unfriendly, unfortunately, 
unsuccessfully 

favored: (adj) advantaged, preferred, 
lucky, advantageous, pet, favorite, 
blessed, privileged, favorable; (adj, 
n) happy, prosperous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disliked, unpopular, Standard 

favorite: (adj, n) darling, favourite, 
dear, number one; (adj) favored, 
beloved, popular; (n) pet, choice, 
pick, preference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, superior, underdog; 
(adj) unwanted, despised, disliked, 
hated, unusual 

fealty: (n) loyalty, homage, 
faithfulness, devotion, fidelity, faith, 
constancy, feute, feutee, 
genuflection, kneeling prostration 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, 
awfully, apprehensively, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) 
shockingly, dreadfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bravely, calmly, 
confidently, wonderfully, rationally, 
unconcernedly 

fearlessness: (n) courage, daring, 
valor, boldness, dauntlessness, 
hardihood, nerve, confidence, 
coolness, heroism; (adj, n) prowess. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fear, fearfulness 

feathered: (adj) plumy, plumelike, 
featherlike, plumose, plumed, 
plumaged, fledged, plumigerous, 
flighted, decorated; (v) fledge 

feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able 

feebly: (adv) faintly, 
unenthusiastically, dimly, 
hopelessly, unproductively, 
unpersuasively, unconvincingly, 
uncertainly, reluctantly, 
powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, 
confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 
effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably, 
wholeheartedly 

feigned: (adj) false, affected, 
assumed, dummy, unnatural, 
fictitious; (adj, v) sham, counterfeit, 
spurious, mock, pretended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sincere, genuine, 
natural, wholehearted, heartfelt, real 
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fervent: (adj) ardent, eager, earnest, 
enthusiastic, intense, cordial, 
passionate, hot, emotional, torrid, 
strong. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apathetic, unenthusiastic, cool, 
weak, unexcited, dispirited, 
dispassionate, flippant, impassive, 
lukewarm, mild 

fervor: (adj, n) devotion, passion; (n) 
enthusiasm, zeal, eagerness, 
fervency, energy, warmth, 
earnestness, fervidness, ardour. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
apathy, impassiveness, aloofness, 
coolness, dejection, doubt 

festal: (adj) convivial, gala, solemn, 
festival, cheery, joyous, jovial, 
merry, gay, ceremonious, happy 

festive: (adj) convivial, festal, merry, 
cheery, joyous, jovial, gala, gay, 
blithe, solemn, joyful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) depressed, gloomy, somber, 
dreary 

festivity: (n) feast, festival, 
celebration, joy, conviviality, mirth, 
party, gala, banquet; (adj, n) jollity; 
(adj) joviality 

festoon: (n) swag, wreath, festoonery, 
decoration, bouquet, catenary; (v) 
decorate, deck, adorn, ornament, 
beautify 

festooned: (adj) bedecked, 
ornamental, decorated; (v) ornate, 
rich, tesselated, gilt 

feud: (n) dispute, competition, blood 
feud, conflict, disagreement, feoff; 
(n, v) contest, quarrel, affray, fight; 
(v) battle. ANTONYMS: (v) truce; 
(n) peace, harmony, accord 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, 
n) hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow 

fiddle: (n, v) con, cheat, trick; (v) 
tamper, play, diddle, meddle, tinker; 
(n) kit, swindle, fraud 

fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; 
(adj, n) honesty, truth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infidelity, 
unfaithfulness, disloyalty, 
inaccuracy, faithlessness, 
dishonesty, unreliability 

fidgety: (adj, n) nervous; (adj) 
unquiet, fretful, fussy, anxious, 
hasty, jittery, jumpy, mercurial, 
restive; (n) apprehensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, calm 

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 

brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, 
satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, 
diabolical, cruel, atrocious, 
inhuman, wicked, brutal 

figuratively: (adv) allegorically, 
symbolically, tropically, typically, 
representatively, parabolically, 
parabolicly, flowerily, symbolicly, 
floridly, figurally. ANTONYM: 
(adv) factually 

figured: (adj) figurative, glyptic, 
conjectural, implied 

filmy: (adj) diaphanous, delicate, 
sheer, transparent, gauzy, fine, thin, 
vaporous, limpid, light, ethereal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) opaque, clear, 
thick, coarse, robust, heavy 

filth: (n) grime, garbage, foulness, 
impurity, soil, blot, stain, nastiness, 
squalor, uncleanliness; (adj) impure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cleanliness, 
luxury, loveliness 

fineness: (n) refinement, elegance, 
daintiness, thinness, choiceness, 
beauty, superiority, subtlety, 
slimness, slenderness, narrowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stoutness, 
thickness, vulgarity, inaccuracy, 
coarseness, width 

firelight: (adj) light, rushlight, 
starlight 

fireside: (n) fireplace, home, family, 
habitation, dwelling, abode, 
domicile, country, dwelling house, 
fire, habitat 

firewood: (n) backlog, brand, 
firebrand, fuelwood, lumber, 
brushwood, wood, kindling, fuel, 
cordwood, bobbing 

firmament: (n) sphere, welkin, 
heaven, heavens, celestial sphere, 
expanse, arena, field, vault of 
heaven, domain, area 

first-rate: (adj) excellent, stunning, 
capital, posh, tiptop, dandy, ace, 
superior, classic, fine, clinking 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata, 
birds 

fitful: (adj) erratic, fickle, changeable, 
spasmodic, uncertain, intermittent, 
irregular, variable, sporadic, 
desultory, flickering. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) regular, unbroken 

fitly: (adv) appropriately, properly, 
fittingly, decorously, aptly, 
befittingly, readily, accommodately, 
expediently, suitly, justly 

fitter: (n) adjuster, machinist, sartor, 

cutter, mounter, erector; (adj) 
suitable, healthier 

fixedness: (adj, n) firmness, 
constancy, stronghold; (n) fixity, 
immovability, immobility, 
unchangeableness, unchangingness, 
unchangeability, stillness; (adj) 
stability 

fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, 
repair, mending, altering, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, 
fastener, fitting 

fixtures: (n) equipment, furniture, 
plant, heirloom, furnishings, fixture, 
possession, mill work, hardware 

flabby: (adj) feeble, flaccid, limp, 
languid, baggy, drooping, faint, lax, 
heavy, soft, slack. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) slim, skinny, fit 

flatter: (v) fawn, adulate, wheedle, 
cajole, soap, kowtow, blandish, 
grovel, butter up; (n, v) court; (n) 
caress. ANTONYMS: (v) insult, 
disparage, criticize, discourage 

flattered: (adj) pleased 
flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 

complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
critical, unflattering, unattractive, 
wounding, uncomplimentary, 
negative; (adv) partially 

flattery: (n, v) cajolery; (n) blarney, 
compliment, adulation, taffy, 
palaver, praise, gloze, sweet talk, 
sycophancy, soft soap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insult, offense 

flaunting: (adj, v) showy; (adj) 
flaunty, glittering, arty, blatant, 
pompous, bombastic, garish, gaudy; 
(n) parade, ostentation 

flavor: (n) relish, tang, smell, aroma, 
salt; (n, v) taste, flavour, smack; (v) 
spice, season, sauce. ANTONYMS: 
(n) staleness, blandness, emptiness 

flavored: (adj) seasoned, flavor, 
flavoring, tasteful 

flee: (v) bolt, break out, fly, desert, 
break, abscond, elope, elude, run 
away, run, leave. ANTONYMS: (v) 
appear, advance 

fleeing: (v) flee; (adj) runaway, 
fugitive, evanescent 

fleshly: (adj) animal, bodily, sensual, 
physical, corporeal, voluptuous, 
lustful, lascivious; (adv) carnally, 
sensually; (adj, adv) worldly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) spiritual 

flickering: (adj) sparkling, aflicker, 
desultory, capricious, glistening, 
shimmering, glittering; (n) 
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twinkling, flicker, fluttering; (adv) 
flickeringly 

flimsy: (adj) light, weak, slight, 
sleazy, feeble, delicate, fragile, 
slender, tenuous, fine; (adj, v) limp. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sturdy, strong, 
weighty, heavy, persuasive, reliable, 
robust, convincing, durable, good, 
abundant 

fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 
hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect 

flinging: (n) casting, cast 
flitting: (adj) fleeting, fugitive, 

momentary, transient, ephemeral; 
(v) migration 

floored: (adj) floors, flooring, 
dumbfounded, bewildered. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ceilinged 

flourishing: (adj) thriving, palmy, 
healthy, successful, luxuriant, 
booming, verdant, lush, auspicious, 
favorable, rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, declining, fading, poor, 
unhealthy 

flowered: (adj) flowering, flowery 
fluctuating: (adj) variable, 

unpredictable, unstable, erratic, 
inconstant, irresolute, mutable, 
unsteady, irregular, fickle; (v) 
fluctuate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, fixed 

flue: (adj) down, cobweb, dust; (n) 
fluff, flue pipe, shaft, smokestack, 
tunnel, uptake, vent, chimneystack 

flutter: (adj, n, v) bustle, flurry; (n, v) 
beat, palpitate, flap, wave, waver, 
quiver; (v) flit, flitter; (n) excitement 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; 
(adv) flutteringly 

folds: (n) laps 
folio: (n) leaf, sheet, number, page 

number, flyleaf, quarto, octavo, 
blade, foliage, number the folios, 
book 

folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, 
household, house, relatives, relative, 
kindred, lineage, kin 

fondness: (n) affection, attachment, 
love, taste, regard, appetite, 
tenderness, partiality, endearment, 
liking, relish. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, indifference, neglect, 
antipathy, detachment, hatred 

foolishly: (adv) idiotically, 
ridiculously, stupidly, indiscreetly, 
silly, insanely, injudiciously, 
preposterously, absurdly, 
senselessly; (adj, adv) madly. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
solemnly, shrewdly, prudently, 
responsibly, judiciously, carefully, 
rationally 

footfall: (n, v) tread, pace; (v) gait, 
velocity, stride; (n) footstep, tramp; 
(adj) fault, claudication, slip, trip 

footstep: (n) pace, footfall, track, 
footmark, vestige, tread, trail, stride, 
degree; (n, v) step, action 

footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, 
footboard, Ottoman 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit 
forbear: (v) refrain, desist, help, 

tolerate, abide, eschew, endure, 
relinquish; (n) predecessor, 
progenitor, forebear 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance 

forbid: (v) prohibit, ban, disallow, 
bar, obstruct, exclude, deny, avert, 
frustrate, to prohibit, enjoin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, let, 
approve, authorize, stand 

forbidding: (adj) grim, ominous, 
dismal, dour, austere, abominable, 
ugly, hard, repulsive, redoubtable; 
(n) banning. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alluring, inviting, pleasant, 
hospitable, friendly, favorable, 
comforting 

forcible: (adj) forceful, active, 
energetic, powerful, strong, violent, 
coercive, vigorous, effective, 
convincing; (prep) conclusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, gentle, 
peaceful 

forcibly: (adv) forcefully, 
emphatically, powerfully, by force, 
mightily, under protest, cogently, 
hard, strongly, convincingly, clearly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
weakly, gently 

forebode: (v) bode, prognosticate, 
foretell, anticipate, betoken, predict, 
portend, divine, guess, presage, 
prophesy 

forefathers: (n) patriarchs, forefather, 
ancestor, colony, lineage, family 

foregoing: (adj) previous, anterior, 
antecedent, prior, past, above, 
preceding, aforegoing, earlier. 
ANTONYM: (adj) following 

foreigner: (adj, n) stranger; (n) 
outlander, outsider, unknown, 
barbarian, gringo, newcomer, 
immigrant, deportee, traveler; (adj) 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (n) 

inhabitant, domestic, citizen 
forenoon: (n) morning, morn, am, 

period, daybreak, break of the day, 
morning time, first light, dayspring, 
a, cockcrow 

foretell: (v) forecast, anticipate, 
augur, bode, predict, presage, 
announce, calculate, portend, 
prophesy, forebode 

foretold: (adj) foreseen; (v) 
annunciate 

forewarn: (v) alert, warn, admonish, 
previse, inform, caution, notify, 
premonish, tip, threaten, forebode 

forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 
disfranchised, confiscated, 
appropriated, condemned 

forgave: (v) to excuse 
forgetful: (adj) oblivious, inattentive, 

negligent, lax, absent-minded, 
casual, unmindful, neglectful, 
heedless, unaware; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mindful, 
watchful, alert, remembering, 
retentive 

forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness, 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention 

forgiveness: (n) mercy, condonation, 
clemency, kindness, pity, remission, 
leniency, absolution, grace, 
compassion; (n, v) pardon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) condemnation, 
cruelty, harshness 

forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
fine 

formalities: (n) ceremony, etiquette, 
observance, process, procedure, 
protocol, manners, official 
procedure, rules and regulations, 
code of conduct, ceremonial 

formless: (adj) shapeless, unformed, 
indistinct, unstructured, unbodied, 
nebulous, vague, indistinguishable, 
soft, fuzzy, rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
organized, clear, distinct 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken 

forthwith: (adv) directly, 
immediately, at once, now, 
instantly, straight, presently, 
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straightaway, incontinently; (adj, 
adv) quickly; (adj) immediate 

fortified: (adj) secure, watched over, 
shielded, securer, secured, carrying 
weapons, safeguarded, protected, 
fast, equipped, defended. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unarmed 

fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, 
fortification, castle, stronghold, 
citadel, alcazar, tower, presidio, 
redoubt; (n, v) keep 

fostered: (adj) nourished 
foully: (adv) filthily, vilely, 

uncleanly, nastily, sordidly, 
squalidly, offensively, grossly, 
dingily, revoltingly; (adv, v) 
shamefully. ANTONYM: (adv) 
attractively 

fourier: (n) Charles Fourier, Francois 
Marie Charles Fourier, Jean Baptiste 
Joseph Fourier, baron Jean Baptiste 
Joseph Fourier 

fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 
chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster 

fowls: (n) poultry 
fragmentary: (adj) broken, scrappy, 

incomplete, partial, fragmental, 
unfinished, odd, fractionary, 
inconsiderable, fragmented; (adj, 
adv) piecemeal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
entire 

fragrance: (n, v) aroma, perfume, 
scent, smell; (n) bouquet, odor, 
essence, odour, redolence, 
sweetness; (adj) fragrant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stink, stench 

fragrant: (adj) spicy, odorous, balmy, 
sweet, odorant, scented, redolent, 
savory, fragrance, odoriferous, 
scent. ANTONYMS: (adj) smelly, 
putrid, malodorous, odorless 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness 

fraternity: (adj, n) brotherhood; (n) 
association, company, club, 
fellowship, society, companionship, 
clan, circle, community, 
organization 

freak: (n, v) crotchet, caprice; (adj, n) 
eccentric; (n) oddity, crank, fanatic, 
nut, monster, fit, whim, fad 

frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, 
mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, 
derangement; (n, v) craze. 

ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, 
order 

fresher: (n) fresh, lowerclassman, 
underclassman, neophyte, 
fledgeling, entrant, fledgling 

freshness: (adj) coolness; (n) 
impertinence, gall, greenness, 
impudence, insolence, newness, 
viridity, originality, crust, crispness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) oldness, clutter, 
humidity, mustiness 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, 
worry; (v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, 
upset, annoy; (n) anxiety 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration 

frighten: (v) cow, alarm, daunt, 
terrify, appall, scare, affright, 
intimidate, terrorize, appal; (n, v) 
fright. ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, 
reassure, soothe, calm 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair 

frightfully: (adv) awfully, ghastly, 
dreadfully, fearfully, hideously, 
terribly, gruesomely, terrifically, 
atrociously, horrendously, awful 

fringed: (adj) fibrillated, bounded, 
feathered, bushy, decorated, 
fimbriate, fimbricate, laciniate, 
befringed, rough, laciniated 

frock: (n) dress, gown, clothing, 
attire, robe, kirtle, habit, clothes, 
coat, chemise, caftan 

fronting: (n) facing; (adj) apparent, 
evident, exposed, obvious; (prep) 
against, toward 

frosty: (adj, v) icy, glacial; (adj) frigid, 
freezing, wintry, arctic, chill, frozen, 
chilly, bleak, cool. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) friendly, pleasant, hot, torrid, 
tropical, balmy, approachable 

frowning: (adj) dismal, dark, gloomy, 
lowering, scowling, frowny, 
clouded; (adv) frowningly; (n) 
austere, boisterous, coarse 

frugal: (adj) thrifty, abstemious, 
sparing, austere, prudent, careful, 
provident, moderate, parsimonious; 
(adj, v) chary; (v) scant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extravagant, 
luxurious, wasteful, hedonistic, 
abundant, lavish 

fruitful: (adj) fertile, copious, 
profitable, abundant, plentiful, rich, 
fecund, good, fat, productive, 

lucrative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unproductive, barren, infertile, 
unfruitful, unprofitable, sterile, 
fruitless, destructive 

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) 
barren, useless, empty, futile, 
ineffective, idle, pointless, sterile, 
bootless, unproductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fertile, useful, 
effective, satisfying, fruitful, 
worthwhile, profitable, successful, 
productive, hopeful, meaningful 

fugitive: (adj) ephemeral, fleeting, 
momentary, elusive, caducous; (n) 
escapee, absconder, deserter, 
emigrant, criminal; (v) fugacious 

fulfillment: (n) completion, fruition, 
achievement, satisfaction, fulfilment, 
attainment, execution, 
consummation, contentment, 
observance, discharge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
dissatisfaction, abandonment, 
dismay 

full-dress: (adj) complete, thorough, 
exhaustive 

fuming: (adj) enraged, incensed, 
boiling, irate, livid, mad, furious, 
violent; (v) wild, raving, ready to 
burst. ANTONYM: (adj) pleased 

fumy: (adj) smoky, hazy 
funnel: (n) flue, tunnel, funnel shape, 

shaft, cone, hopper, trachea, 
weasand; (v) channel, move, pipe 

furnish: (v) afford, provide, 
contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: 
(v) divest 

furtherance: (n) advance, aid, 
support, promotion, 
encouragement, improvement, lift, 
forwarding, fartherance, relief; (n, v) 
advancement. ANTONYM: (n) 
impediment 

furthest: (adj) furthermost, extreme, 
farthermost, remotest, ultimate, 
utmost, uttermost, most remote, 
final, outermost; (adv) most. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nearest, near 

futile: (adj) useless, empty, 
ineffective, frivolous, idle, abortive, 
bootless, hopeless, meaningless, 
vain, hollow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
successful, useful, fruitful, 
meaningful, worthwhile, promising, 
productive, effective 

gable: (n) pediment, gable end, wall, 
gable wall, William Clark gable, bell 
gable, corbie gable, gavel, Clark 
gable 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
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rate, stride, action; (n) walk, 
carriage, movement, velocity 

gaiter: (n) legging, legin, shoe, 
gambado, leggings, bickering, 
buskin, Gamache, fuss, galligaskin, 
bicker 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze 

galloping: (v) flying 
gallows: (n) gibbet, gallous, gallows-

bitts, hanging, noose, scaffold, 
halter, tree, rope, gallowstree, bough 

galvanic: (adj) Voltaic, hasty, hurried, 
restless, electrical, mercurial, 
unquiet, galvanizing, galvanising, 
fussy, fidgety 

garb: (n, v) dress, apparel, array, 
garment; (n) attire, clothing, 
costume, frock, outfit, clothes; (v) 
clothe 

garret: (n) cockloft, loft, attic, house 
top, storey, level, upper story, story, 
dome, noggin, classical Greek 

gastronomy: (n) cooking, cuisine, 
food, culinary art, batterie de cuisine 

gaunt: (adj) lean, thin, cadaverous, 
desolate, bleak, dreary, meager, 
bony, angular, lanky, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, rounded, 
obese 

gayety: (n) hilarity, glee, cheer, 
jocundity, joviality, happiness, 
pleasure; (adj) good humor, 
L'Allegro, spirits; (adj, n) mirth 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable 

gentility: (n) elegance, cultivation, 
politeness, decorum, genteelness, 
breeding, courtesy, nobility, 
aristocracy, propriety; (adj) 
urbanity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, rudeness 

gentlewoman: (n) lady, madam, 
dame, woman, noblewoman, doll, 
bird, adult female, noble, chick, 
ma'am 

germ: (n) beginning, bacterium, bud, 
sprout, kernel, microbe, embryo, 
egg, bacillus, root, seed 

germs: (n) bacteria, germ, infection, 
microbes, microorganisms 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) 

gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful 

ghostly: (adj) uncanny, eerie, weird, 
spiritual, spectral, ghostlike, 
supernatural, macabre, phantasmal; 
(adj, adv) ghastly; (adv) spectrally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, natural 

gibraltar: (n) Rock of Gibraltar 
gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, 

large, huge, giant, stupendous, 
monstrous, vast, big, immense, 
massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
tiny, little, insignificant, short, 
miniature 

giggle: (n, v) laugh, chuckle, titter, 
twitter, guffaw, gurgle, snort, hoot; 
(v) cackle, snicker, snigger 

gild: (v) embellish, ornament, 
beautify, decorate, begild, engild, 
paint, whitewash, varnish; (n) club, 
fraternity. ANTONYM: (v) strip 

gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, 
golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, 
garish, advantageous, aurated, 
luxurious 

gilding: (n) embellishment, ormolu, 
plating, beautification, cosmetics, 
decoration, enamel, adornment, 
prettification, coat, gold plating 

ginger: (n) fire, pep, galangal, vim, 
zest, zing, courage; (adj) gingery, 
auburn, carroty, red 

gingerbread: (adj) bedizened, extra, 
fancy; (v) flimsy, unsubstantial, 
insubstantial; (n) ornament, trim, 
embellishment, frill, garnish 

girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, 
maidenhood, youth, babyhood, 
youthhood, maidhood, age 

girlish: (adj) boyish, childish, 
kittenish, juvenile, adolescent, 
innocent, schoolgirlish, babyish, 
immature, youthful, female 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, 
belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced 

gist: (n) content, substance, core, 
essence, heart, crux, marrow, matter, 
meaning, kernel; (adj, n) 
quintessence 

gladden: (adj, v) exhilarate, enliven, 
inspirit; (v) comfort, joy, encourage, 
animate, console, content, satisfy; 
(adj) elate. ANTONYM: (v) 
dishearten 

gladdened: (adj) delighted 
gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 

gleefully, contentedly, cheerfully, 
fain, joyfully, jovially, cheerily, 
delightedly, gladsomely, readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, 

unwillingly, sadly, resentfully, 
miserably 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle 

gleaming: (adj) brilliant, shiny, 
radiant, glossy, lustrous, glowing, 
beaming, resplendent; (n) gleam, 
glimmer; (adj, adv) agleam. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
rough 

glide: (adj, n, v) slide; (n, v) coast, 
slip; (v) float, run, fly, flow, drift, 
lapse, slink, skid. ANTONYMS: (v) 
lurch, hurtle, flounder, sink 

gliding: (adj) sliding, flying, slipping, 
labent, elusory; (n) sailing, soaring, 
flight, glissando; (v) slither; (adv) 
glidingly 

glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; 
(n, v) gleam, shimmer, flash, 
sparkle, beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; 
(n) gleaming 

glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, 
luminosity, light, hint, apparition, 
radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, 
crepusculous, sciolism 

glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, 
shiny, glisten, brilliant, beaming, 
sleek, lustrous, sparkling, reflecting 
light, gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dull 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter 

glooming: (adj) dark, depressing, 
dreary, drear, drab, dispiriting, 
dismal, depressive, dingy, 
darkening, causing dejection 

gloss: (adj, n, v) polish; (n, v) glaze, 
comment, burnish, veneer, shine, 
color; (v) annotate; (n) brightness, 
annotation, finish. ANTONYMS: (v) 
overemphasize, exaggerate 

glove: (n) boxing glove, gloves, mitt, 
mitten, baseball mitt, baseball glove, 
handwear, wristband, sleeve, 
mittens, batting glove 

gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
arrosion 

goaded: (adj) provoked, forced, 
motivated, unvoluntary, 
aggravated, compulsive, 
determined, involuntary 

godsend: (n) windfall, blessing, boon, 
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luck, fluke, bunce, bonus, blessings, 
benefit, waif, incentive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disadvantage, 
disaster, misfortune 

good-fellowship: (n) close, friendly 
to each other, harmonious, intimate, 
on good terms with, camaraderie, 
the feeling of friendship, friendly 
feelings 

good-for-nothing: (adj) worthless, 
feckless, pointless, asinine, 
unworthy; (n) loafer, do-nothing, 
rascal, rotter, cur, trash 

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 
strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable 

goodman: (n) benny Goodman, the 
king of swing, Benjamin David 
Goodman, man of the house 

gorgeously: (adv) splendidly, 
magnificently, grandly, stunningly, 
sumptuously, wonderfully, 
superbly, exquisitely, resplendently, 
attractively, delightfully. 
ANTONYM: (adv) horribly 

gorgeousness: (adj, n) brilliancy; (adj) 
bloom, radiance; (n) glory, 
magnificence, pomp, display, 
exquisiteness, good looks, 
attractiveness, loveliness 

gossamer: (adj) thin, sheer, filmy, 
diaphanous, delicate, fine, 
cobwebby, gauzy, down; (adj, n) 
cobweb; (n) gauze. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) opaque, robust, thick, heavy 

gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire 
gout: (n) taste, relish, arthritis, go-out; 

(v) cephalalgia, earache, otalgia, 
odontalgia, neuralgia, lumbago, 
sciatica 

gouty: (v) torminous; (adj) 
podagrous, podagrical, arthritical; 
(n) gout 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
stocky, awkward, vigorous, jerky, 
ugly, stilted, heavy, coarse, 
strenuous 

gracefully: (adv) prettily, graciously, 
neatly, delicately, smoothly, 
charmingly, refinedly, lithely, easily, 
daintily, nicely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
awkwardly, ungraciously, clumsily, 
gracelessly, vigorously, 
unpleasantly, unkindly, heavily 

gracious: (adj) genial, benign, good, 
courteous, compassionate, kind, 
accommodating, civil; (adj, n) 
benevolent, congenial, gentle. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) ungracious, 
boorish, discourteous, reserved, 
rude, abrupt, critical, unkind, 
hardhearted, harsh, poor 

graciously: (adv) gracefully, mildly, 
politely, courteously, benevolently, 
benignantly, civilly, 
sympathetically, mercifully, 
leniently, suavely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) bitterly, coarsely, poorly, 
ungraciously, harshly 

gradation: (n) degree, scale, ablaut, 
progression, graduation, tier, step, 
level, shade, form, extent 

grandchild: (n) granddaughter, 
offspring, progeny 

grandeur: (n) dignity, splendor, 
magnitude, brilliance, glory, pomp, 
elegance, majesty, magnificence, 
grandness; (adj, n) solemnity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
simplicity 

grandly: (adv) splendidly, 
gorgeously, magnificently, regally, 
majestically, beautifully, stately, 
grandiosely, illustriously, superbly, 
greatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) simply, 
humbly 

grapes: (v) clam, chupatty, compote, 
damper, fish, frumenty, chowder; 
(n) vintage 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, 
struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) 
hook; (n) grappling 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, 
stingy; (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, altruistic 

grassy: (adj) verdant, gramineous, 
weedy, herby, woody, fertile, 
blossoming, abundant, leafy, lush, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
grassless, urban, withering 

gratification: (adj, n) delight; (n, v) 
content; (n) enjoyment, pleasure, 
satisfaction, fruition, complacency, 
joy, luxury, treat, fulfillment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissatisfaction, 
disenchantment, dismay, discontent, 
anxiety 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, 
pleased, delighted, happy, thankful, 
grateful, content, complacent, 
comfortable, cheerful 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, 
accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint 

gratulation: (n) congratulation 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, 
momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, 
slightly; (adj) soft 

graver: (v) style, denominate, entitle, 
fashion; (n) engraver, graving tool 

gravestone: (n) tombstone, 
monument, stone, memorial, tomb, 
gem 

graveyard: (n) burial ground, 
churchyard, necropolis, burying 
ground, burial site, site, burial place, 
radioactive cemetery, memorial 
park, morgue 

gray-haired: (adj) old, long in the 
tooth 

great-grandson: (n) great-grandchild 
greeting: (n) welcome, salutation, 

address, greet, compliments, 
acknowledgment, accost, hello, 
hullo, nod; (v) salute. ANTONYM: 
(n) goodbye 

gridiron: (v) grill, grating, trellis, 
grille, tracery, reticle; (n, v) lattice; 
(n) football field, field, andiron, web 

grief-stricken: (adj) brokenhearted, 
woebegone, plaintive, disconsolate, 
despairing 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grievous: (adj) bitter, dolorous, 
dreadful, deplorable, sad, tough, 
pitiful, atrocious, regrettable, 
sorrowful, sorry. ANTONYM: (adj) 
successful 

grime: (n, v) soil; (n) filth, dirt, 
squalor, grease; (v) dirty, colly, 
begrime, contaminate, pollute; (adj, 
v) smudge. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
clean; (n) cleanliness 

grind: (n, v) labor, toil, comminute, 
drudge; (v) grate, crunch, abrade, 
chew, scrape, mash; (n) mill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, smooth 

grinder: (n, v) mill; (n) coach, 
grinding machine, crusher, molar, 
crammer, tutor, sharpener, 
grindstone; (v) arrastra, file 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard 

gripe: (n) complaint; (adj, v) catch; (n, 
v) beef, moan, bellyache, grasp, 
grumble, whine, protest; (adj, n, v) 
clutch; (v) complain. ANTONYMS: 
(v) appreciate, compliment, agree, 
rejoice 

grizzled: (adj) grey, gray, old, brunet, 
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grisled, grayish, brunette 
grizzly: (adj) grey, gray, grizzled, 

greyish, ashen, grayish, dull, hoary, 
leaden; (n) grizzly bear, silvertip 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint 

groceries: (n) foodstuff, provisions, 
chow, victuals, grocery, 
compensation, earnings, essential, 
fare, fundamental, heart 

grossness: (n) commonness, 
vulgarism, inelegance, obscenity, 
vulgarity, corpulence, indecency, 
crassitude, crassness, crudity, 
density 

grotesque: (adj) fantastic, bizarre, 
funny, antic, absurd, droll, strange, 
baroque, weird, ugly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, normal, 
commonplace, attractive 

grotesquely: (adv) monstrously, 
ludicrously, unnaturally, anticly, 
funnily, hideously, ridiculously, 
bizarrely, fantasticly, fantastically, 
drolly 

grotesqueness: (n) grotesquery, 
grotesquerie 

grounded: (adj) stranded, confined, 
learned, cognizant, familiar, stuck; 
(v) shipwrecked, swamped, 
nonsuited, wrecked, cast away 

grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, 
abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, 
servile, obsequious, low, wormlike, 
earthbred 

grown-up: (adj) mature, big, full-
grown, ripe, grown, full-fledged 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) 
coarse, rough, hoarse, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, 
friendly, high, velvety, smooth, 
mellow, gentle, civil, polite 

gruffly: (adv) sullenly, hoarsely, 
harshly, abruptly, roughly, huskily, 
bluffly, grumpily, throatily, 
coarsely, rudely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) kindly, politely, gently, 
smoothly, tactfully 

grunter: (n) hog, porker, swine, 
squealer, Sus scrofa, betrayer, 
copper, cop, bull, boar, blabber 

guardianship: (n) custody, care, 
charge, keeping, safekeeping, 
tutelage, conservation, protection, 
wardship; (adj, n) ward; (adj) guard 

gubbins: (n) dohickey, doodad, 
dojigger, doohickey, gadget, gismo, 

thingamabob, gimmick, 
thingamajig, thingmabob, 
thingmajig 

gubernatorial: (v) administrative, 
executive, regnant 

guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, 
costume, disguise, fashion, pretense, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color 

gulp: (v) gobble, devour, bolt, gorge, 
sip, quaff, swallow, down; (n, v) 
swig, gasp; (n) draft. ANTONYMS: 
(v) nibble, regurgitate, exhale 

gulping: (n) draught, swilling, 
guzzling, drinking, draft; (adj) 
breathless, greedy 

gurgle: (v) guggle, babble, murmur, 
burble, boil, foam, purl, ripple; (n, v) 
snigger, laugh, chuckle 

gush: (n, v) flood, flow, spurt, jet, 
discharge, stream, rush, surge; (n) 
burst, effusion; (v) course 

gushing: (adj) pouring, enthusiastic, 
burbly, alive to, burbling, emotional, 
effusive, garrulous, torrential; (n) 
sincere, passionate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) taciturn 

gust: (n) eruption, flurry, blow, blast, 
puff, flare, explosion, gale, storm, 
breeze; (adj, n) whiff 

gusty: (adj) blustery, stormy, windy, 
blowy, tempestuous, squally, dirty, 
blustering, blusterous, airy, 
inclement. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
airless 

gutter: (n) groove, trough, ditch, 
drain, chute, trench, canal, furrow, 
conduit, waterway, gully 

habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) 
domicile, residence, house, home, 
habitat, lodging, place, occupancy, 
inhabitation, inhabitancy. 
ANTONYM: (n) vacancy 

habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, 
usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, 
confirmed, accustomed, natural, 
commonplace, everyday, ordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, 
infrequent, mild, irregular, 
exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
innovative 

habitually: (adv) usually, ordinarily, 
normally, generally, regularly, 
frequently, commonly, routinely, 
wontedly, conventionally, 
commonplacely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unusually, seldom, erratically, 
exceptionally, occasionally 

habituated: (v) given to, addicted to, 
attuned to; (adj, v) used to; (adj) 
addicted, wont, trained, inured, 
used, inveterate, hardened. 
ANTONYM: (adj) untrained 

hackneyed: (adj) banal, trite, 
common, stock, corny, conventional, 
stale, threadbare, tired, 
platitudinous, unoriginal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, novel, 
imaginative, exceptional 

hades: (n) underworld, Hel, sheol, 
Stygian creek, Styx, pit of Acheron, 
blaze, inferno, aides, Aidoneus, 
Avernus 

haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
healthy 

hallowed: (adj) holy, blessed, 
consecrated, sacred, sanctified, 
divine, heavenly, saintly, inviolable, 
revered, sacrosanct. ANTONYM: 
(adj) secular 

hallucination: (n) illusion, dream, 
apparition, vision, fantasy, 
phantom, delirium, aberration, 
optical illusion, mirage, nightmare 

halo: (n) halation, aura, glory, ring, 
circle, corona, nimbus, hoop, 
aureola, band, anchor ring 

halter: (n) gibbet, rein, bridle, 
gallows, rope, noose, cestus, collar, 
drop; (v) confine, cramp 

halves: (n) semi, share 
hammered: (adj) drunk 
handicraft: (n) craft, handcraft, 

handiwork, mystery, occupation, 
handwork, trade, art, profession, 
artifice, job 

handicraftsman: (n) artisan, artist, 
handcraft, handcraftsman, 
handicraft 

handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 
production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship 

handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, 
lovely, charmingly, finely, 
generously, good-lookingly, 
smartly. ANTONYM: (adv) poorly 

handsomeness: (n) good looks, 
fineness, prettiness, bonniness, 
grandeur, gayety 

harangue: (v) declaim; (n) rant, 
screed, address, tirade, oration, 
diatribe, sermon; (n, v) lecture, 
discourse, stump 

harbor: (n) dock, asylum, wharf; (n, 
v) cover, port, harbour, shelter; (v) 
shield, contain, cherish, conceal. 
ANTONYM: (v) relieve 

hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 
confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
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habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, 
untempered, feeling, mild 

hardihood: (v) audacity; (n) courage, 
daring, boldness, temerity, 
fearlessness, fortitude, brass; (adj, n) 
face, guts; (n, v) assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frailty, timidity 

hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 
arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability 

hark: (v) harken, hear, hearken, heed, 
listen in; (n) look here, look you, 
look 

harlequin: (n) clown, jester, mime, 
mountebank, charlatan, acrobat, 
punch; (adj) Proteus, Ariel, Camilla, 
chameleon 

harmed: (adj) aggrieved, injured, 
impaired, incapacitated, abused, 
debilitated, physically abused, 
battered, crippled; (v) harm, damage 

harmonious: (adj) congenial, musical, 
consonant, amicable, peaceful, 
gentle, consistent, compatible, 
friendly, harmonical, calm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) discordant, 
dissonant, harsh, hostile, bitter, 
incompatible, inharmonious, 
miserable, disagreeable, disruptive, 
unbalanced 

harmonizing: (v) harmonize; (adj) 
acquiescent, assenting, balancing, 
toning, fitting, agreeing, henotic, in 
accord, matching, opposite. 
ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting 

harp: (n) lyre, harmonica, harper, 
lute, mouth harp; (v) dwell, 
ingeminate, iterate, restate, reiterate, 
retell 

harpsichord: (n) spinet, manichord, 
cembalo, harpsichon, virginal, 
clarichord 

harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 
strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, 
rigidly; (adj, adv) piercingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
harmoniously, quietly, gently, 
elaborately, leniently, smoothly, 
tolerantly, cheerfully, loosely, 
pleasantly 

harshness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
severity, acrimony, brutality, 
hardness, roughness, rigor, 
inclemency, hoarseness; (adj, n) 
strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, leniency, quietness, 

flexibility, kindness, mercy, 
sweetness, melodiousness, 
brightness, smoothness, lenience 

harvesting: (n) gathering, gather, 
harvest home, crop, reap, plucking, 
harvests, ingathering, reaping, 
farming, harvest time 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, 
rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble 

hastened: (adj) careless 
hastening: (n) quickening, speed, 

hurrying, speeding up, faster, fast, 
stepping up 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
considered, leisurely, sensible, 
gradual, thorough, cautious, careful, 
roundabout, prudent, patient 

hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, 
ruled 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable 

haughtily: (adv) proudly, loftily, 
superciliously, imperiously, 
overbearingly, scornfully, 
condescendingly, snobbishly, 
disdainfully, superiorly, pompously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly, feebly, meekly 

haughty: (adj) supercilious, arrogant, 
assuming, contemptuous, proud, 
lordly, cavalier, vain, contumelious, 
grand; (n) boastful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest, meek, subservient, 
unassuming, considerate, 
deferential 

haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass 

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned 

haunting: (adj) moving, memorable, 
unforgettable, beguiling, attractive, 
ominous, weird, treasured, 
evocative, etched in your mind, 
deep. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

forgettable, unremarkable 
headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 

directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, 
precipitous, impetuous, sudden, 
precipitate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cautiously, considered; (adv) 
carefully 

healthful: (adj) healthy, hale, 
salubrious, beneficial, hygienic, 
sanitary, wholesome, salutary, 
remedial, good, nourishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthful, 
unsanitary, unhealthy 

heaped: (adj) dense, cumulative, 
concentrated, collective, coacervate, 
thick 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate 

hearken: (v) hark, harken, attend, 
listen, hear, heed, list, listen in, listen 
to, regard, look out 

hears: (v) hear 
heartburn: (n) jealousy, pyrosis, 

indigestion; (adj) hay fever, piles, 
hernia, herpes, hemorrhoids, itch, 
lockjaw, rupture 

heartfelt: (adj) cordial, sincere, 
devout, dear, genuine, 
wholehearted, frank, deep, honest, 
fervent, real. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dishonest, unenthusiastic, impassive 

hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, 
chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling, 
kiln, home, abode 

heartiness: (n) eagerness, fervor, 
geniality, zeal, sincerity, 
wholeheartedness, inwardness, 
ardor, avidity, craving; (adj, n) 
hospitality 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthy, frail, 
old, weak, sluggish, unwholesome, 
meager 

heave: (n, v) cast, fling, raise, gasp, 
toss, lift; (v) chuck, haul, elevate, 
pitch, billow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
push, drop 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent 

heavenward: (adj) skyward; (adj, 
adv) toward heaven; (adv) 
heavenwardly 
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heaving: (v) tremor, twitter; (adj) 
swelling, full, full up, jammed; (n) 
murmur, forcing out, groan, 
grumble, mutter. ANTONYM: (adj) 
deserted 

heavy-hearted: (adj) sad, unhappy, 
melancholy 

hectic: (adj) frantic, frenzied, 
agitated, busy, hurried, chaotic, 
exciting, fevered, furious, febrile; (n) 
fever. ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, 
leisurely, quiet, empty, dull, mellow 

heedful: (adj) careful, aware, 
cautious, mindful, circumspect, 
alert, advertent, watchful, wary, 
observant, thoughtful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) forgetful, 
oblivious 

heedlessness: (n) neglect, rashness, 
carelessness, inattention, 
inadvertence, recklessness, 
indifference, inattentiveness, 
foolhardiness, disregard, temerity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) mindfulness, 
caution 

heighten: (v) amplify, enlarge, 
aggravate, raise, deepen, elevate, 
boost, grow, expand, compound, 
advance. ANTONYMS: (v) alleviate, 
damage, decrease, improve, lessen 

heightened: (adj) excited, intense, 
irritate, keen, resonant, sensitive 

heiress: (n) inheritress, inheritrix, 
inheritor, heritor, owner, beneficiary 

heirloom: (n) fixtures, antique, 
property, legacy, heritage, 
inheritance, principal, museum 
piece, plant, estate; (adj, n) valuable 

heirs: (n) family, posterity, issue 
helplessness: (n) powerlessness, 

defenselessness, dependence, 
impotency, impotence, inability, 
impuissance, incapability, 
incapacity, defencelessness, failing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, 
capacity, strength 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following 

hereabouts: (adv) hereabout, 
thereabouts 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, 
time to come, great beyond, future 
life 

hereditary: (adj) familial, ancestral, 
inherent, heritable, inherited, 
inborn, congenital, innate, 
patrimonial, native, heredity 

heretical: (adj) heterodox, gnostic, 
nonconformist, Sabian, 
gymnosophist, fire worshiper, 

dissident, magi, dissenting, impious, 
sacrilegious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
orthodox, reverent 

heretofore: (adv) formerly, as yet, 
before, so far, yet, already, until 
now, previously, once, hereunto; 
(adv, n) hitherto 

hereupon: (adv) immediately, 
whereupon, thereupon 

herman: (n) Woodrow Charles 
Herman 

heroine: (n) woman, persona, brave 
woman, role, protagonist, part, 
leading lady, heroess, role model, 
female lead, character 

heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness; 
(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness 

hewn: (adj) downed 
heyday: (n) efflorescence, peak, 

bloom, blossom, flush, flower, 
zenith, prime, exultation, period, 
revelling. ANTONYM: (n) nadir 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful 

hideously: (adv) dreadfully, ghastly, 
awfully, loathsomely, horrendously, 
fearfully, odiously, gruesomely, 
shockingly, repulsively, heinously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, appealingly 

highland: (n) plateau, down, 
eminence, table, hill, rise, tableland, 
height, mountainous, elevation, 
raised ground 

hilt: (n) knob, grip, handgrip, haft, 
helm, gripe, tiller, treadle, key, 
trigger, butt 

hind: (adj, n) rear; (adj) after, 
posterior, hindermost; (n) doe, 
clown, peasant, roe, countryman, 
servant; (v) hinder 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, 
hind. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
facilitate, assist, prompt, encourage, 
promote, allow, support, accelerate 

hindered: (adj) obstructed, blocked, 
delayed, stalled, slowed down, 
slow, in an inferior position, in a 
weak position, impedite, thwarted, 
frustrated 

hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique 

hiss: (v) fizz, spit, whiz, whisper, 
whoosh; (n) buzz, jeer, hissing, 

ridicule; (n, v) hoot, taunt 
hither: (adv) here, whither, 

hitherward, thither 
hive: (adj) swarm, herd; (v) store, SE 

nicher; (n) concourse, hiding place, 
cave, cell, den, aerie, eyry 

hives: (n) urticaria, rash, 
efflorescence, eruption, urtication, 
skin complaint 

hoarsely: (adv) roughly, huskily, 
raucously, gruffly, throatily, 
gratingly, stridently, gutturally, 
thickly, croakily, raggedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) smoothly 

hoary: (adj) ancient, hoar, old, white, 
grey, elderly, musty, dull, canescent, 
antique, archaic 

holiness: (n) sanctity, godliness, 
piety, religion, righteousness, 
goodness, devotion, divinity, 
faithfulness, halidom; (adj, n) 
religiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
wickedness, unholiness 

homeliness: (n) drabness, dowdiness, 
inelegance, austerity, simplicity, 
ugliness, eyesore, appearance; (adj) 
lowness 

homely: (adj) plain, common, rustic, 
artless, home, snug, homelike, 
domestic; (adj, adv) ugly; (adv) 
plainly, simplely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sophisticated, striking, 
uncomfortable, bleak 

homestead: (n, v) farm; (n) home, 
abode, farmhouse, farmstead, 
dwelling, habitation, estate, 
demesne, homestall, house 

honor: (n, v) respect, reputation, 
glory, fame, reward; (n) award, 
accolade, reverence; (v) celebrate; 
(adj, n, v) worship, grace. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) dishonor, 
disgrace; (n) shame, humiliation, 
wickedness, contempt, insult; (v) 
break, ignore, disrespect, discredit 

honorable: (adj) good, estimable, 
exalted, respectable, fair, decent, 
reputable, ethical, honor; (adj, v) 
great, noble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameful, disgraceful, corrupt, 
degenerate, immoral, humiliating, 
dishonest, unethical, decadent, bad, 
deceitful 

honors: (n) formality 
hoop: (n) circle, band, ring, loop, 

annulus, round, sphere, wheel, 
circlet, halo; (v) encircle 

hopelessly: (adv) despairingly, 
forlornly, despondently, uselessly, 
desolately, futilely, wretchedly, 
lostly, sadly, dejectedly, dispiritedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
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effectively, slightly 
horizontally: (adv) evenly, flatly, 

planely, straightly, frigidly, dully, 
barwise, smoothly, recumbently, 
prostrately; (adj) crosswise 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part 
horticulture: (n) gardening, 

floriculture, agriculture, husbandry, 
arboriculture, landscaping, 
gardenship, fruit growing, flower 
gardening, floricultural, farming 

horticulturist: (n) nurseryman, 
husbandman, farmer, expert, florist 

hospitable: (adj) affable, receptive, 
gracious, cordial, generous, amiable, 
convivial, genial, pleasant, warm, to 
enjoy having guests. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcoming, inhospitable, 
sinister, hostile 

hostess: (n) mistress, air hostess, 
flight attendant, housewife, steward, 
innkeeper, landlady, prostitute, host 

hourly: (adv) always, by the hour, 
daily, often, constantly, continually, 
frequently; (adj) horary, continual, 
ephemeral; (n) an hour 

housebreaker: (n) thief, robber, cat 
burglar, wrecker, intruder, 
housewrecker, second-story man 

housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science 

hovel: (n) hut, cot, booth, hole, 
cottage, hutch, shanty, bothy, shed, 
shack, croft. ANTONYM: (n) 
mansion 

hovering: (adj) suspended, poised, 
impending, flying, high 

howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 
shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, 
growl, yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh 

huckster: (v) chaffer, higgle, peddle, 
hawk, haggle, vend, dicker; (n) 
costermonger, chapman, higgler, 
vendor 

huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
hunkered down, hunkered 

humbled: (adj) humble, humiliated, 
crushed, depressed, dispirited, 
abased, broken in, abject, ashamed; 
(n) humbler; (v) apart 

humbleness: (n) submission, 
obscurity, modesty, meekness, trait, 
humble, submissiveness, lowliness, 
obscureness, humblesse, 
abstruseness. ANTONYM: (n) pride 

humbug: (n) deceit, cheat, claptrap, 
fake, faker, deception, boloney; (n, 
v) hoax, cant, duplicity; (v) hum 

humiliating: (adj) humbling, 
embarrassing, mortifying, 
demeaning, shameful, disgraceful, 
ignominious, abject, dishonorable; 

(v) humiliate; (n) infra dignitatem. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dignified, 
honorable, glorious, reassuring, 
mild 

humor: (n, v) caprice, freak, humour; 
(n) temper, mood, disposition, wit; 
(v) indulge, gratify; (adj, n) spirit, 
frame of mind. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, gravity, solemnity; (v) 
displease 

humorous: (adj) comical, funny, 
comic, droll, playful, hilarious, 
jocose, farcical, jocular; (adj, n) 
facetious, witty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, humorless, dull 

hundredth: (n) centesm, common 
fraction, one percent, secular 

hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 
required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim 

hurriedly: (adv) rapidly, quickly, 
swiftly, abruptly, promptly, fast, in 
haste, suddenly, speedily, rashly, 
precipitately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
calmly, unhurriedly, patiently, 
carefully, gradually, thoroughly 

hurrying: (n) hastening, speed, 
quickening, rushing, early, 
speeding, speeding up, stepping up, 
amphetamine, forward, eager 

hush: (adj, n, v) calm, silence, quiet, 
still, lull; (n) peace; (v) shut up, gag, 
quieten, muffle; (adj, v) soothe. 
ANTONYMS: (n) noise, turmoil; (v) 
Louden 

hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 
soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy 

hypocrite: (n) impostor, pretender, 
trickster, fraud, deceiver, fake, cheat, 
charmer, bigot, whited sepulcher, 
smoothie 

hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, 
false, counterfeit; (adj) insincere, 
disingenuous, dishonest, 
pharisaical, sanctimonious, hollow, 
hypocritic; (n) hypocrisy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, 
straightforward 

hysteric: (n) hysterics, hysteria; (v) 
frantic, furious, in hysterics, 
infuriate, outrageous; (adj) neurotic 

idiosyncrasy: (n) mannerism, 
eccentricity, foible, peculiarity, 
oddity, feature, attribute, 
personality, quirk, diathesis; (adj, n) 
individuality 

idleness: (n) lethargy, laziness, 
torpor, inactivity, idling, 
unemployment, sloth, inaction, 
inertia, faineance, idlesse. 

ANTONYMS: (n) energy, activity, 
bustle, liveliness, responsibility 

idling: (n) idleness, loafing, 
faineance, dalliance, idle motion, 
dolce far niente, idling speed; (v) to 
slide; (adj) trifling 

idly: (adj, adv) foolishly; (adv) vainly, 
vaguely, listlessly, forgetfully, 
distractedly; (adj) thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) energetically 

idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 
graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved 

idyllic: (adj) rural, bucolic, perfect, 
peaceful, Arcadian, picturesque, 
perfecter, countrified, pleasant, 
model, delightful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) infernal, urban, miserable 

ignominious: (adj) dishonorable, 
shameful, disreputable, infamous, 
base, discreditable, dishonourable, 
inglorious, black, despicable, 
degrading. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honorable, glorious 

ignominy: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
shame, reproach, contempt, 
disrepute, degradation, discredit, 
scandal; (adj, n) odium; (adj) 
opprobrium. ANTONYMS: (n) 
success, glorification, pride 

ill-considered: (adj) rash, ill-advised, 
imprudent, thoughtless, unguarded, 
premature, unwise, irresponsible, 
foolish, short-sighted, frivolous 

ill-defined: (adj) unclear, ambiguous, 
vague, indistinct, obscure, fuzzy, 
loose, general, faint, hazy 

illegible: (adj) not legible, obscure, 
indecipherable, unclear, scrawled, 
paradoxical, blind, cramped, 
undecipherable, unreadable, 
hidden. ANTONYMS: (adj) legible, 
readable, clear 

ill-fated: (adj) hapless, unfortunate, 
unhappy, poor, accursed, cursed, 
fatal, infelicitous, unchancy, 
disastrous, inauspicious 

ill-fitting: (adj) baggy 
ill-founded: (adj) invalid 
ill-humor: (n) chagrin 
illimitable: (adj) endless, infinite, 

boundless, limitless, unlimited, 
immense, eternal, measureless, 
interminable, unmeasurable, 
unmeasured 

ill-matched: (adj) uneven, unequal 
ill-natured: (adj) cantankerous, 

peevish, sour, surly, catty, crabbed, 
gruff, disagreeable, malignant, 
malicious, malevolent 

ill-tempered: (adj) morose, sour, 
cross, crabby, churlish, moody, 
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grouchy, mean, huffy, angry, hot 
ill-timed: (adj) untimely, 

inopportune, undue, inappropriate, 
inept, inadmissible, 
disadvantageous 

illuminate: (v) enlighten, clarify, 
elucidate, brighten, shine, clear up, 
adorn, decorate; (n, v) light; (adj, v) 
illumine; (adj) illuminating. 
ANTONYM: (v) darken 

illuminated: (adj) lit, lighted, 
luminous, enlightened, clear, light, 
shining, irradiated, lighter, Lighty, 
irradiate 

illumination: (n) brightness, 
illuminance, lighting, light, 
explanation, elucidation, edification, 
luminousness, luminosity, 
illustration; (adj, n) irradiation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) education, 
knowledge, confusion 

illusory: (adj) deceptive, unreal, 
imaginary, fantastic, delusive, 
fictitious, fanciful, deceitful, 
insubstantial, visionary, fallacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) real, honest, 
genuine 

illustrious: (adj, n) glorious, 
celebrated, excellent, grand; (adj) 
famous, bright, eminent, famed, 
distinguished, brilliant, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unknown, 
obscure, ordinary, undistinguished, 
lowly 

ill-will: (n) enmity 
imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 

possible, thinkable, plausible, 
earthly, believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible 

imagining: (n) conception, 
daydream, fantasy, opinion; (v) 
imagine; (adj) imaginant 

imbecile: (adj) foolish, idiotic, 
fatuous, dumb, imbecilic, simple; (n) 
idiot, moron, cretin, ass, oaf. 
ANTONYM: (adj) genius 

imbibing: (n) drinking, absorption, 
intake, swillings, drink, potation, 
drunkenness, gulping, boozing, 
crapulence; (adj) absorbent 

imbued: (adj) addicted, alive, 
instinct, full 

immaterial: (adj) insignificant, 
inconsequential, irrelevant, 
disembodied, incorporeal, trivial, 
bodiless, spiritual, unimportant, 
extraneous, psychic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) significant, material, corporeal, 
physical, tangible, important 

immeasurably: (adv) boundlessly, 

endlessly, immensely, greatly, 
much; (adj) exceedingly, extremely, 
exquisitely, acutely, ultra, intensely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slightly 

immemorial: (adj) ancient, 
prescriptive, pristine, primaeval, 
primeval, traditional, old, eternal, 
customary 

immitigable: (v) headstrong, 
unappeasable 

immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, 
undying, endless, monumental; (adj, 
v) deathless, imperishable, 
celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
forgettable, perishable, temporary 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, 
undying. ANTONYM: (n) mortality 

immovably: (adj) firmly, 
extravagantly; (adv) unyieldingly, 
stubbornly, unwaveringly, 
unmovably, unbendingly, 
unalterably, obstinately, obdurately, 
inflexibly 

immunities: (n) freedom, franchises, 
facility, ease, generosity 

impale: (v) empale, spike, kill, lance, 
thrust, spear, enfilade, riddle, run 
through, penetrate; (n, v) stick 

impalpable: (adj) imperceptible, 
shadowy, invisible, efflorescent, 
gritty, insubstantial, incorporeal, 
inscrutable, ethereal, 
inapprehensible, elusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, definite 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, 
confer. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
withdraw 

imparting: (n) giving, conveyance, 
conveyance of title, conveyancing, 
conveying 

impatience: (n) annoyance, 
eagerness, anger, intolerance, 
restlessness, fidget, nervousness, 
fidgetiness, enthusiasm, edginess; 
(adj) nonendurance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) calmness, endurance, apathy 

impede: (v) clog, hinder, bar, 
obstruct, barricade, delay, preclude, 
check, curb, encumber, embarrass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) facilitate, help, 
encourage, free, assist, prompt, 
broaden 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, 
encouraged, goaded, motivated, 
bound 

impelling: (adj) communicating 
force, driving, impellent, effective, 
active, efficacious, exciting, moving, 
persuasive, urgent; (n) constraint 

impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, 
future, coming, approaching, near, 
prospective, pending, at hand, 
upcoming, threatening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, 
past 

impenetrable: (adj) impassable, thick, 
incomprehensible, hard, mysterious, 
unfathomable, unintelligible, 
impervious, opaque, heavy, obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) penetrable, 
readable, straightforward, apparent, 
simple, sparse, vulnerable, 
accessible, transparent, 
understandable, open 

imperative: (adj) essential, imperious, 
exigent, absolute, pressing, 
peremptory, vital, commanding, 
urgent; (adj, v) necessary; (adj, n) 
prerequisite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, optional, 
submissive, beseeching; (n) option 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, 
gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 
strong 

imperceptibly: (adv) unnoticeably, 
gradually, slightly, invisibly, gently, 
quietly, softly, observably, 
indistinctly, scarcely, hardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) obviously, 
visibly, audibly, conspicuously, 
perceptibly, heavily, clearly, 
strongly 

imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, 
defective, unfinished, incomplete, 
poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, 
broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
perfect, whole, unblemished, 
adequate, complete, sound, 
boundless, capable, flawless 

imperfection: (adj, n) frailty; (n) fault, 
blemish, defect, deficiency, flaw, 
weakness, disadvantage, vice, foible, 
shortcoming. ANTONYMS: (n) 
perfection, strength 

imperfectly: (adv) faultily, 
defectively, badly, deficiently, 
incompletely, partially, poorly, 
inadequately, sketchily, incorrectly, 
halfway. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
perfectly, flawlessly, correctly, well 

imperious: (adj) haughty, 
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domineering, authoritative, 
arbitrary, imperative, masterful, 
dictatorial, commanding, lordly, 
magisterial, despotic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) subservient 

impish: (adj) playful, wicked, 
naughty, elfish, puckish, prankish, 
bad, badly behaved, sly, frolicsome, 
kittenish. ANTONYM: (adj) good 

implicating: (n) accusal; (adj) 
inculpatory, compromising, 
criminatory 

importunity: (n, v) entreaty, 
supplication; (n) urgency, appeal, 
earnestness; (v) solicitation, 
obsecration, interpellation, instance, 
obtestation, invocation 

impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 
option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, 
alternative, choice, contradiction, 
contradiction in terms, 
doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
possibility, probability 

impossibly: (adv) unusually, 
unthinkably, doubtfully, 
implausibly, incredibly, 
insufferably, oddly, unbearably, 
surprisingly, unbelievably, 
unimaginably. ANTONYM: (adv) 
tolerably 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed 

impregnated: (adj) fertilised, 
fertilized, full, saturated, made 
pregnant, sated, fertile, adequate, 
copious, inseminated, ample 

impressible: (adj) impressionable, 
sensitive, soft, delicate, sensible, 
adhesive, easily affected, fine, 
gentle, courteous, easy 

imprisoning: (n) penalizing, 
punishing, fining, disciplining 

improbability: (n) implausibility, 
unlikeliness, uncertainness, 
uncertainty, dislikelihood, 
incredibility, unreliability, 
ambiguity, crankiness, vagueness, 
creepiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
likelihood, normality, probability, 
confidence, reliability 

improbable: (adj) implausible, 
impossible, incredible, unbelievable, 
fishy, questionable, inconceivable, 
impractical, unthinkable, absurd; 
(adj, n) marvelous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) probable, certain, plausible, 
truthful, ordinary, on, practical 

improbably: (adv) fantastically, 
incredibly, bizarrely, oddly, 
apocryphally, unusually, 
extraordinarily, fascinatingly, 
incongruously, mysteriously, 
peculiarly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
plausibly, believably, normally, 
credibly 

improper: (adj) false, illicit, 
illegitimate, unsuitable, wrong, 
indecent, bad, coarse, amiss, faulty; 
(adj, v) indecorous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suitable, fitting, polite, 
acceptable, sensitive, moral, correct, 
dignified, lawful, clean, honest 

impurities: (n) dross, bastard, scum, 
cinder 

impurity: (n) impureness, pollution, 
filth, dirtiness, admixture, 
defilement, dirt, dross, adulteration, 
foulness, corruption. ANTONYM: 
(n) cleanliness 

inadequately: (adv) deficiently, 
incompetently, improperly, 
inappropriately, insufficiently, 
inefficiently, weakly, scantily, 
meagerly, unsatisfactorily, inaptly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) adequately, 
impressively, sufficiently, 
satisfactorily, competently, 
admirably, correctly, suitably, 
profusely, efficiently, fully 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable 

inapplicability: (n) inapplicableness. 
ANTONYM: (n) applicability 

inaptitude: (adj, n) ineptitude; (n) 
impropriety, incapability, 
incapacity, incongruity, unfitness, 
incompetence, inappropriateness, 
foolishness, absurdity, 
incapableness 

inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, 
so, since, as, that, because, inasmuch 
as, seeing that, for 

inaudible: (adj) indistinct, 
imperceptible, inarticulate, 
noiseless, quiet, faint, out of hearing, 
muffled, silent, unheard, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) audible, obvious 

inauspicious: (adj) unlucky, sinister, 
adverse, untoward, ill, unfortunate, 
unfavorable, ill-omened, evil, bad, 
threatening. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
favorable, promising, lucky 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, 
boundless, inestimable, immense, 
infinite, myriad, numerous, 

invaluable, unpredictable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calculable, 
negligible, limited, worthless, tiny, 
slight, finite, few, definite, small, 
minor 

incautious: (adj) imprudent, rash, 
heedless, hasty, unwary, 
unguarded, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, injudicious, unadvised, 
foolhardy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
careful, suspicious, prudent, 
discreet, alert 

incense: (v) enrage, anger, provoke, 
irritate, infuriate, aggravate, rile, 
cense, inflame; (n) fragrance, aroma. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, pacify 

inchoate: (adj) initial, undeveloped, 
rudimentary, inchoative, 
incomplete, shapeless, amorphous, 
disconnected, discontinuous; (v) 
under revision; (n) beginning. 
ANTONYM: (adj) mature 

incidental: (adj) fortuitous, 
accidental, contingent, adventitious, 
collateral, chance, occasional, 
incident, attendant, concomitant, 
episodic. ANTONYMS: (adj) basic, 
direct, intended, significant 

incipient: (adj) initial, budding, 
nascent, imperfectly formed, 
commencing, first, undeveloped; 
(adj, v) introductory; (v) inceptive; 
(n) beginning 

inclement: (adj, n) harsh, rugged, 
boisterous; (n) austere; (adj) 
turbulent, grim, bleak, rigorous, 
bitter, rough, rigid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mild, fine, nice, calm, pleasant 

inclusive: (adj) included, broad, 
comprehensive, sweeping, overall, 
total, general, whole, extensive, 
complete; (v) include. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) local, narrow, sketchy, elite, 
partial, restricted 

incomparably: (adv) superlatively, 
matchlessly, uniquely, 
exceptionally, outstandingly, 
unbeatably, uncomparably, 
excellently, very, greatly, beyond 
compare. ANTONYM: (adv) 
comparably 

incomprehensible: (adj) 
inapprehensible, inscrutable, 
inarticulate, abstruse, cryptic, 
unfathomable, puzzling, obscure, 
inexplicable, inconceivable, 
unaccountable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
comprehensible, explicable, 
understandable, intelligible, legible, 
obvious, straightforward 

inconceivably: (adv) unthinkably, 
amazingly, astoundingly, beyond 
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belief, impenetrably, implausibly, 
unintelligibly, unfathomably, 
unbelievably, inexplicably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) conceivably 

inconsequential: (adj) inconsequent, 
minor, unimportant, trivial, 
negligible, small, irrelevant, 
insignificant, frivolous, trifling, 
slight. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
significant, major, responsible, 
serious, crucial 

inconsiderable: (adj) inconsequential, 
immaterial, small, petty, slight, 
negligible, trivial, fractional, minute, 
imperceptible, slender. ANTONYM: 
(adj) major 

incontrovertibly: (adv) 
demonstrably, indubitably, clearly, 
indisputably, undeniably, 
unquestionably, incontestably, 
decidedly, definitely, evidently, 
categorically 

incredulously: (adv) skeptically, 
disbelievingly, distrustfully, 
suspiciously, dubiously, doubtfully, 
questioningly, uncertainly, 
mistrustfully, doubtingly, cynically 

incumbent: (adj, v) superimposed; 
(n) functionary, official, 
householder, occupant, parson, 
locum tenens, sojourner; (adj) 
compulsory; (v) supernatant, 
overlying 

incur: (n, v) contract; (v) catch, get, 
incite, begin, cause, encounter, 
experience, obtain, suffer, receive 

incurable: (adj) incorrigible, 
immedicable, cureless, inveterate, 
irretrievable, irrecoverable, terminal, 
irremediable, irreparable, 
remediless, chronic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) mild 

indebted: (adj) grateful, appreciative, 
thankful, obliged, liable, insolvent, 
broke; (prep) beholden, debted; (n) 
debtor; (v) owe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

indecorum: (n) indecency, 
indecorousness, incivility, 
improperness, familiarity, 
discourtesy, misdeed; (adj) 
misbehavior, immorality, scandal, 
laxity. ANTONYM: (n) decorum 

indefatigable: (adj) tireless, 
assiduous, unflagging, untiring, 
inexhaustible, energetic, 
unremitting, indomitable, laborious, 
unwearying, unwearied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) idle, feeble, 
unrelenting, weary 

indefatigably: (adv) persistently, 
remorselessly, inexorably, 

assiduously, insistently, mercilessly, 
pitilessly, inexhaustibly, 
determinedly, unrelentingly, 
unremittingly 

indefinable: (adj) ineffable, 
unspeakable, vague, indeterminate, 
undefinable, inexpressible, elusive, 
indefinite, undefined, nondescript, 
equivocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
concrete, precise 

indefinite: (adj, v) ambiguous, vague; 
(adj) uncertain, boundless, hazy, 
equivocal, unlimited, doubtful, 
dubious, imprecise, indecisive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, limited, 
fixed, constrained, specific, distinct, 
known, precise, clear, exact 

indescribable: (adj) indefinable, 
ineffable, unutterable, vague, 
beyond expression, nameless, 
inexpressible, nondescript, terrible, 
intangible, termless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) explainable, conceivable, 
concrete 

indignation: (n) anger, resentment, 
displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, 
outrage, exasperation, choler, 
dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure 

indiscrimination: (n) 
indiscriminateness, indistinction, 
confusion 

indispensable: (adj, v) necessary, 
imperative, requisite; (adj) 
obligatory, fundamental, required, 
mandatory, vital, urgent, absolutely 
necessary; (v) needful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dispensable, 
nonessential, optional, marginal, 
unnecessary, worthless, minor 

indissoluble: (adj) lasting, 
irresolvable, permanent, abiding, 
indestructible, insolvable, 
indivisible, indecomposable, strong; 
(v) severable, insecable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) temporary 

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, 
inarticulate, faint, dull, fuzzy, 
indeterminate, hazy, neutral; (adj, n) 
confused, cloudy, dark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, slight, 
separate, certain, precise, audible, 
strong, definite 

indistinctly: (adv) vaguely, dimly, 
hazily, mistily, inarticulately, 
shadowily, obscurely, unclearly, 
fuzzily, confusedly, ambiguously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) precisely, 
audibly, coherently, distinctly 

indistinctness: (n) faintness, 
fuzziness, vagueness, blurriness, 

fogginess, Intellectual indistinctness, 
opaqueness, opacity, uncertainty, 
ambiguity, obscurity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) distinctness, clearness, certainty, 
clarity 

indistinguishable: (adj) identical, 
alike, imperceptible, obscure, 
undistinguishable, same, equivalent, 
equal, twin, like, indiscernible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distinguishable, 
different, clear, discernible, distinct, 
visible, certain 

individuality: (n) character, 
individualism, personality, 
originality, distinctiveness, identity, 
peculiarity, selfhood, ego, 
disposition, independence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) commonality, 
sameness, conformity 

inducement: (n) enticement, 
attraction, cause, incitement, 
impulse, temptation, bait, impetus, 
occasion, motive, goad. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disincentive, 
deterrent 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired 

indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 
delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 
luxury, enjoyment, leniency, 
pardon. ANTONYMS: (n) denial, 
virtue, intolerance, uprightness, 
necessity, indifference, dismay, 
severity 

indulging: (n) pampering, excess, 
indulgence, orgy, folly, foolery, 
gratification 

industriously: (adv) diligently, 
painstakingly, busily, sedulously, 
tirelessly, untiringly, eagerly, 
studiously, laboriously, carefully, 
conscientiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
wearily, carelessly 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive 

ineffectually: (adv) uselessly, 
futilely, inefficiently, fruitlessly, 
vainly, inefficaciously, abortively, 
pointlessly, bootlessly, 
incompetently, ineptly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) competently, 
fruitfully, well, usefully, 
successfully, efficiently, admirably, 
convincingly 

ineradicable: (adj) indelible, 
ingrained, ineffaceable, permanent, 
inveterate, fixed, impossible to 
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remove, chronic, inextirpable; (n) 
incorrigible, incurable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) eradicable 

inert: (adj) idle, dead, sluggish, dull, 
indolent, inactive, lifeless, dormant, 
flat, inanimate, passive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active, animate, 
proactive, keen, live, alive, mobile 

inertness: (n) dullness, inaction, 
inactivity, lethargy, indifference, 
laziness, stupor, torpor, apathy, 
languor, sluggishness 

inestimable: (adj) incalculable, 
immeasurable, invaluable, infinite, 
priceless, incomputable, valuable, 
precious, untold, costly, beyond 
measure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, slight, minor, limited 

inexorable: (adj) adamant, 
unrelenting, stern, cruel, relentless, 
austere, adamantine, inflexible, 
remorseless, stiff; (adj, v) inevitable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) gentle 

inexplicable: (adj) incomprehensible, 
mysterious, unaccountable, 
inscrutable, unfathomable, 
enigmatic, baffling, indecipherable, 
unexplained, incognizable, 
preternatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
understandable, explicable, 
mundane, apparent, explainable, 
straightforward, natural, legible 

inexpressible: (adj, v) indescribable; 
(adj) ineffable, unspeakable, 
unutterable, indefinable, 
incommunicable, nameless, untold, 
beyond description, unexpressible, 
undefinable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
definite 

inexpressibly: (adv) unspeakably, 
indescribably, beyond words 

infantile: (adj) immature, infant, 
babyish, infantine, young, juvenile, 
childlike, baby, adolescent, puerile, 
little. ANTONYM: (adj) old 

infect: (v) contaminate, corrupt, 
affect, inspire, foul, pollute, defile, 
poison, touch, animate; (adj) 
contagious. ANTONYMS: (v) 
purify, disinfect, clean 

infidelity: (n) falseness, faithlessness, 
adultery, treachery, unfaithfulness, 
inconstancy, impiety, fickleness, 
falsity, unbelief; (adj) rationalism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, 
loyalty 

infinity: (n) infinite, immensity, 
infiniteness, infinitude, 
boundlessness, immutability, glory, 
greatness, holiness, forever, 
perpetuity. ANTONYM: (n) 
limitedness 

infirmity: (adj, n) frailty, foible, 
imbecility; (n) feebleness, 
impotence, disability, decrepitude, 
illness, sickness, disease, weakness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) health, wellness, 
strength 

inflammable: (adj) combustible, 
burnable, ignitable, quick-tempered, 
incendiary, fiery, fractious, choleric, 
excitable, ignitible, peevish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nonflammable, 
fireproof 

inflexible: (adj) rigid, fixed, 
uncompromising, immovable, 
rigorous, unbending, inexorable, 
dogged; (adj, n) hard, firm, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, adaptable, 
accommodating, stretchy, 
compromising, bendy, weak, lithe, 
pliable, soft 

inflexibly: (adv) firmly, 
uncompromisingly, unbendingly, 
obstinately, rigidly, stubbornly, 
unalterably, inelastically, 
unwaveringly, strictly, sternly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) amenably, 
flexibly, loosely, helpfully, gently 

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, 
force, enforce, deal, deliver, 
administer, foist, put, obtrude 

infliction: (adj) affliction; (n) 
punishment, annoyance, imposition, 
discipline, worry, penalty, nuisance, 
bother, hardship, misery 

influx: (n) afflux, concourse, 
incursion, invasion, flow, 
introduction, affluence, inpouring, 
intrusion, irruption, arrival. 
ANTONYM: (n) departure 

infold: (v) envelop, embrace, double, 
wrap, wind, clasp, involve; (n) 
wreathe, lap; (n, v) encircle, twist 

infrequent: (adj) few, rare, scarce, 
seldom, exceptional, occasional, 
unwonted, sparse, sporadic, 
unusual, deficient. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) common, regular, usual 

infusion: (n) extract, infuse, 
implantation, influx, dash, brew, 
smack, transfusion, touch; (n, v) 
injection; (v) inoculation 

ingeniously: (adv) artfully, cleverly, 
adroitly, skillfully, inventively, 
resourcefully, shrewdly, 
imaginatively, cunningly, craftily, 
artistically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineptly 

ingenuous: (adj, n) frank; (adj) naive, 
guileless, honest, forthright, 
innocent, straight, artless, 
downright, green, hearty. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) disingenuous, 
dishonest, cunning, sophisticated, 
scheming, worldly, jaded, hesitant, 
experienced 

ingurgitation: (n) ingestion, 
absorption, immission, inhalation 

inhabit: (v) reside, abide, occupy, 
lodge, settle, people, live, indwell, 
be, exist; (n) habit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
desert, vacate 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger 

inhale: (v) absorb, imbibe, draw, 
suck, drag, breathe in, drink, attract, 
inspire, respire; (n, v) sniff. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blow, expire 

inhaled: (adj) breathed in 
inherit: (v) heir, come into, get, to 

inherit, own, receive, come in for, to 
succeed, follow, descend, accede 

inheritor: (n) beneficiary, heritor, 
heiress, successor, recipient, 
progeny, offspring, legatee, 
inheritress, inheritrix, heir 
presumptive. ANTONYMS: (n) 
predecessor, ancestor 

inhospitable: (adj) unsociable, cold, 
hostile, unfriendly, cool, harsh, 
barren, austere, frosty, stark, bleak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hospitable, 
welcoming, sheltered, lush, mild 

inlaid: (adj) decorated 
inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 

denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 
ANTONYM: (n) outpatient 

innate: (adj) inherent, congenital, 
inbred, indigenous, instinctive, 
natural, intrinsic, constitutional, 
essential, ingrained; (adj, v) born. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, 
conditioned, acquired, trained, 
spiritual 

innately: (adv) congenitally, 
inbornly, natively, instinctively, 
inherently, inbredly, connately, 
hereditarily, intuitively; (adj, adv) 
essentially, intrinsically 

innermost: (adj) inward, intimate, 
inner, interior, close, internal, 
middle, center, hint, hearty; (adj, n) 
inside. ANTONYMS: (adj) external, 
outermost, outer 

innocuous: (adj) innocent, 
inoffensive, safe, innoxious, 
guiltless, bland, unoffending, 
unobnoxious, unobjectionable, 
pleasant, not unpleasant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) offensive, 
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harmful, malicious, unpleasant 
innumerable: (adj) countless, 

numberless, incalculable, 
multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, 
unnumbered, uncounted, myriad, 
immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: 
(adj) finite 

inordinate: (adj) immoderate, 
extravagant, exorbitant, undue, 
exuberant, unconscionable, 
unreasonable, fulsome, irregular, 
extreme, preposterous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, small 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) 
question. ANTONYM: (v) answer 

inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, 
interested, analytical, probing, 
intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) 
inquire; (n) enquiry, question, 
examination. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninquiring 

inquiringly: (adv) enquiringly, 
inquisitively, nosily, curiously, 
pryingly, interestedly, searchingly, 
inquiring, quizzically, intrusively 

inquisitor: (n) interrogator, examiner; 
(v) investigator, inspector, querist; 
(adj) disciplinarian, bashaw, hard 
master, despot, Draco, vulture 

inroad: (n) foray, attack, incursion, 
invasion, aggression, penetration, 
offence, influx, intrusion; (n, v) raid; 
(v) invade 

insane: (adj) foolish, daft, demented, 
mad, delirious, lunatic, fool, 
moonstruck, frantic, idiotic, nutty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sensible 

insanity: (adj, n) craziness, 
derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) 
delirium, dementia, mania, folly, 
lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense 

inscription: (n) epigraph, entry, 
dedication, autograph, epitaph, 
registration, lettering, writing, 
record, superscription, title 

inscrutable: (adj) inexplicable, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, 
weird, cryptic, cryptical, deep, 
enigmatic, uncanny, hidden, arcane. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) transparent, 
expressive, clear, straightforward 

insensibility: (n) callousness, 
hardness, indifference, dullness, 
stupidity, stupor, impassiveness, 
coma, physical insensibility, 
impassivity, trance 

inseparably: (adv) incommunicably, 
jointly, inseparately, inherently, 
indissolubly, by inherence, as 

individuals, individually 
insignificance: (n) unimportance, 

insignificancy, indifference, 
immateriality, inconsiderableness, 
slightness, smallness, meanness, 
littleness, futility, 
inconsequentiality. ANTONYMS: 
(n) seriousness, importance, gravity, 
appropriateness, value, fame 

insinuated: (adj) subtle 
insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 

disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive 

inspiring: (adj) rousing, provocative, 
inspire, inspirational, inspiringly, 
heartening, encourage, entertaining, 
exhilarating, hopeful, imposing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ridiculous, 
uninspiring, banal, boring, dull, 
unimpressive 

instantaneous: (adj) immediate, 
prompt, sudden, precipitate, 
momentary, abrupt, precipitous, 
precipitant, swift, momentaneous, 
quick. ANTONYMS: (adj) gradual, 
delayed, considered 

instantaneously: (adv) directly, 
instantly, at once, forthwith, 
suddenly, promptly, abruptly, 
momentarily, outright, right away, 
in a flash. ANTONYM: (adv) 
eventually 

instigation: (n) fomentation, 
encouragement, incitement, 
abetment, incitation, agitation, 
provocation, inducement, initiation, 
excitation, stimulus 

instructive: (adj) enlightening, 
illuminating, informatory, didactic, 
educational, edifying, advisory, 
instructional, clarifying, illustrative, 
admonitory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unenlightening, uninstructive 

instructress: (n) tutoress, preceptress, 
teacher, instructor 

insulate: (v) isolate, dissociate, 
sequester, disconnect, cushion, 
intercept, maroon, protect, 
quarantine, sequestrate, separate. 
ANTONYM: (v) expose 

insulating: (n) insulation; (adj) 
protective 

insure: (v) assure, secure, guarantee, 
cover, underwrite, ensure, 
indemnify, ascertain, control, cinch, 
verify 

intangible: (adj) immaterial, 
incorporeal, ethereal, indefinite, 
spiritual, elusive, imperceptible, 

insubstantial, airy, indefinable; (n) 
intangible asset. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
concrete, palpable, touchable, actual 

intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, 
understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche, 
genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: 
(n) stupidity 

intellectually: (adv) rationally, 
intelligently, spiritually, cerebrally, 
intellectively, learnedly, 
academically, mindly, ideally, 
culturedly, smartly 

intelligible: (adj) clear, 
understandable, articulate, 
luminous, apprehensible, graspable, 
simple, lucid, definite, distinct, 
perspicuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
difficult, illegible 

intently: (adv) fixedly, attentively, 
seriously, raptly, intensely, closely, 
steadily, eagerly, absorbedly, hard, 
steadfastly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
absently 

interchange: (n, v) change, barter; (v) 
commute, switch, alternate, 
substitute, convert, replace, 
counterchange, transpose; (n) traffic 

interloper: (adj, n) stranger, alien; (n) 
encroacher, trespasser, invader, 
boarder, bodkin, foreigner, 
gatecrasher, go between, unknown. 
ANTONYM: (n) native 

interminable: (adj) endless, eternal, 
incessant, infinite, illimitable, 
immeasurable, unending, ceaseless, 
timeless, continual, unlimited. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
finite, intermittent, sporadic, concise 

intermingle: (v) blend, fuse, combine, 
confuse, immingle, intermix, mix, 
mingle, merge, interweave, 
amalgamate 

intermingling: (n) entangling, 
mlange, merger, combination 

intermittent: (adj) broken, sporadic, 
fitful, discontinuous, spasmodic, 
irregular, periodic, uneven, 
recurrent; (adj, v) occasional; (adv) 
intermittently. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, repeated, continual, 
steady, regular, recurring, frequent, 
spasmodic, unbroken, common 

intermixture: (n) concoction, 
admixture, mix, mixture, alloy, 
commixture, blend, filling, dough, 
commixion, batter 

interpose: (v) interject, insert, 
interpolate, intercede, intervene, 
meddle, intrude, tamper, step in, 
butt in; (adj, v) intermeddle 

interposed: (adj) interjacent, 
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intercedent, intervenient, 
parenthetical, intermediate colors, 
mediate 

interposition: (adj, n) mediation; 
(adj) intercession; (n) intervention, 
interpolation, insertion, 
interruption, intermediation, 
interjection, location, locating, 
placement 

interrupt: (v) disturb, break, hinder, 
intermit, stop, cut, break in, arrest, 
check; (n, v) suspend; (adj, v) pause. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cheer, respect, 
restore 

intervening: (adj) middle, interstitial, 
intervene, interposed, intermediate 
colors, mediate, mesne; (adj, v) 
intercurrent, interjacent; (v) 
intervenient; (n) middler. 
ANTONYM: (adj) permanent 

interweave: (adj, v) interlace, 
intertwist; (v) entwine, plait, lace, 
twine, twist, intermingle, knit, 
interlard, weave. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undo, unweave, unpick 

interwoven: (adj) interlinking, 
interlacing, interlocking, complex, 
interwove, twine, contextural, 
entangled, inseparable, knotted, 
related 

intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected 
intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 

personally, secretly, internally, 
privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) superficially 

intolerably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unbearably, insufferably, 
unendurably, insupportably, 
unfeasibly, impossibly, horribly, 
unpardonably, inexcusably, 
unforgivably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
tolerably, excusably, bearably, 
acceptably, pleasantly, 
understandably 

intricacy: (n) complexity, difficulty, 
entanglement, elaboration, 
elaborateness, complicacy, maze, 
confusion, perplexity, involution, 
subtlety. ANTONYM: (n) order 

introspection: (n) examination, 
contemplation, examen, 
thoughtfulness, reflection, reflexion, 
meditation, discernment, thought; 
(v) scrutiny inspection, study 

intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, 
encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, 
disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, 
butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard 

intrusive: (adj) obtrusive, curious, 
meddling, officious, busy, 
meddlesome, nosy, inquisitive, 

inquiring, inopportune, unfortunate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) protrusive, 
extrusive 

intuition: (n) insight, feeling, 
presentiment, suspicion, 
premonition, notion, instinct, sense, 
vision, bosom, thought. 
ANTONYMS: (n) intellect, certainty 

intuitive: (adj) instinctive, inborn, 
innate, impulsive, natural, 
perceptive, automatic, intuitional, 
untaught, involuntary, presentative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intellectual, 
systematic, deliberate, obtuse, stilted 

inutility: (n) uselessness, 
impracticableness, impracticability, 
quality, inability, unusefulness, 
impracticality, disadvantage. 
ANTONYM: (n) utility 

invariable: (adj) fixed, consistent, 
even, immutable, steady, 
unchanging, stable, uniform, set, 
undeviating, unchanged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
dynamic, erratic, irregular, varied 

inveteracy: (n) stubbornness, 
inveterateness 

inveterate: (adj) incorrigible, 
confirmed, chronic, ingrained, old, 
irredeemable; (adj, v) fixed; (v) 
rooted, ingrafted, hackneyed; (n) 
ineffaceable 

invidious: (adj) obnoxious, hateful, 
discriminatory, offensive, 
outrageous, jealous, abominable, 
odious, loathsome, covetous; (adj, v) 
spiteful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasant, desirable 

invigorated: (adj) brisk, 
reinvigorated, impudent, 
impertinent, energizing, energising, 
clean, bracing, refreshed 

invigorating: (adj) exhilarating, fresh, 
tonic, brisk, healthy, wholesome, 
cordial, benign, curative, crisp, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soporific, soothing, relaxing, tiring, 
dull, debilitating, deadly 

invincible: (adj) insurmountable, 
unbeatable, insuperable, 
impregnable, irresistible, 
unconquerable, unyielding, 
unquenchable, proof against, 
impassable, invulnerable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, 
powerless, weak, feeble 

invisibility: (n) darkness, 
nonappearance, inconspicuousness, 
imperceptibility. ANTONYM: (n) 
visibility 

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 
unintentionally, inadvertently, 

automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, 
automaticly, unwillingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
consciously, willingly, purposely 

involuntary: (adj) instinctive, 
unconscious, unintentional, forced, 
mechanical, unthinking, reluctant, 
unwilling, compulsory, inadvertent, 
accidental. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, intentional, intended, 
willing 

irascible: (adj) angry, choleric, 
irritable, crabby, hot, excitable, testy, 
touchy, passionate, hotheaded, 
hasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
easygoing, patient 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, 
tiresome; (adj) boring, dull, 
annoying, tedious, trying, 
burdensome, bothersome, irritating, 
prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing 

irksomeness: (n) boredom, 
tediousness 

irreclaimable: (adj, v) incorrigible; 
(adj) irrecoverable, irreversible, 
irretrievable, irreparable, 
irremediable, irredeemable, 
irrevocable; (v) past praying for, 
obdurate, reprobate 

irregularity: (n) abnormality, 
anomaly, eccentricity, inequality, 
deviation, aberration, constipation, 
exception, unevenness, variation; 
(adj, n) deformity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
symmetry, normality, regularity, 
dependability, equality, frequency, 
evenness, consistency, 
predictability, smoothness 

irremediably: (adv) incurably, 
irrecoverably 

irreparable: (adj) incurable, hopeless, 
irremediable, irrecoverable, 
incorrigible, irredeemable, 
irretrievable, remediless, 
irreclaimable, unalterable, 
irrevocable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impermanent, repairable, 
temporary, superficial 

irrepressible: (adj) uncontrollable, 
uncontainable, unmanageable, 
wanton, inextinguishable, rampant, 
effervescent; (v) ungovernable, 
volcanic, stanchless, simmering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orderly 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
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beguilingly 
irresoluteness: (n) indecisiveness, 

irresolution, hesitancy, shilly-shally, 
trait, vacillation, volatility 

irretrievable: (adj) irrecoverable, 
irremediable, irreversible, 
remediless, irreclaimable, 
irrevocable, unrecoverable, 
incurable, irredeemable, desperate; 
(v) indefeasible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, flexible, impermanent, 
temporary 

irreverence: (n) blasphemy, 
profanity, impiety, disrespect, 
desecration, sacrilege, mockery, 
discourtesy, encroachment, 
hypocrisy, impertinence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reverence, piety, 
respect 

irreverently: (adv) profanely, 
blasphemously, impiously, 
sacrilegiously, impertinently, 
saucily, pertly, scathingly, 
sarcastically, mockingly, 
unreverently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, reverentially 

irrevocably: (adv) finally, 
irreversibly, conclusively 

irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, 
choler, touchiness, temper, anger, 
irritation, peevishness, pettishness, 
testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
equanimity, cheeriness 

jailer: (n) prison guard, guard, 
keeper, screw, turnkey, warder, 
jailor, custos, custodian, goaler, 
lawman 

jarring: (adj, n) harsh, dissonant, 
inconsistent; (adj) rough, 
inharmonious, strident, grating, 
jolting, raucous, cacophonous, 
bumpy. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
usual 

jeering: (adj, n) mocking; (n) jeer, 
scoffing, mockery, derision, scoff, 
scorn, banter; (adj) taunting, 
gibelike; (v) deride. ANTONYM: (n) 
clapping 

jeeringly: (adv) derisively, scoffingly, 
gibingly, tauntingly, derisorily 

jerk: (n, v) jump, yank, shake, twitch, 
jar, tug, bump, heave, pull; (v) fling, 
flip. ANTONYM: (v) ease 

jerkin: (n) jacket, doublet, barbe, 
CHUDDER, waistcoat, jubbah, 
talma jacket, pilot jacket, pajamas, 
oilskins, gabardine 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown 

jigs: (n) rocks 

jingle: (n, v) ring, chime, ding, clank; 
(v) clang, clink, tinkle, rattle, sound, 
peal; (n) chink. ANTONYM: (n) 
silence 

jolting: (adj) jolty, bumpy, bouncing, 
jouncing, unsmooth, moving, 
bouncy; (n) concussion 

jostling: (v) jarring; (adj) bustling; (n) 
elbowing 

joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, 
cheerful, gleeful, cheery, delighted, 
joyous, jolly, blissful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
sorrowful, unhappy, despairing, 
unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy 

joyless: (adj) cheerless, gloomy, 
dreary, dark, sad, melancholy, 
funereal, comfortless, dolorous, 
doleful, desolate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyous, happy 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable 

judicious: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
careful, discerning, sensible, 
prudent, rational, sagacious, sound, 
cautious, reasonable, advisable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stupid, tactless, 
indiscriminate, reckless, illogical, 
extreme, untimely 

juicy: (adj) fat, succulent, gamy, 
liquid, luscious, fluid, rich, spicy, 
sappy, moist, racy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bland, dull, juiceless, tasteless, 
uninteresting, limp 

juncture: (n, v) joint; (adj, n) crisis; (n) 
articulation, event, junction, 
connection, affair, point, time, 
conjuncture; (v) joining 

justifying: (adj) extenuating, 
mitigating; (n) justification, defense 

justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 
correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally 

jutting: (adj) prominent, protruding, 
protrusive, salient, protuberant, 
hence; (n) protrusion, protuberance, 
extrusion, hump, gibbosity 

kaleidoscopic: (adj) changeable, 
multicolored, motley, colourful, 
colorful, changeful, psychedelic 

keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 
repeater 

kennel: (n) doghouse, ditch, gully, 
fosse, dike, drain, culvert, sewer, 

gutter, hutch, trough 
kerchief: (n) napkin, neckerchief, 

hood, snood, headscarf, muffler, 
scarf, shawl, coif, babushka, Kercher 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, 
excite, arouse, burn, flame, awaken, 
incite, enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
calm, extinguish, quench, stifle 

kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning 

kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 
amiability, grace, benignancy, 
mercy, tenderness, compassion, 
charity, consideration, helpfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, 
allied, related; (n) kin, 
consanguinity, relation, folk, folks, 
kin group 

kinsfolk: (n) kindred, kinfolk, folk, 
people, dynasty, Sept, house, family 
line, family, pedigree, parentage 

kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin, 
kindred, kinswoman, description, 
forefather, countryman, detail, 
consanguinity; (v) confederate 

kinsmen: (n) kin, kindred, family, 
kinsfolk, people, affinity 

kinswoman: (n) relative, aunt, auntie, 
aunty, kinsman, kindred, kin, detail, 
description, consanguinity, blood 
relation 

kith: (n) kindred, acquaintance 
knack: (adj, n) facility, craft, 

proficiency; (n) gift, ability, art, 
aptitude, dexterity, artifice, mastery, 
know-how. ANTONYM: (n) 
incompetence 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, 
bob, cry for quarter, dip, duck, 
humble oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement 

knob: (n) button, swelling, hump, 
knop, protuberance, grip, nub, 
lump, node, bump; (adj, n) bulb 

knocker: (n) boob, tit, breast, 
doorknocker, nipple, knock, door-
knocker, depreciator, disparager, 
detractor, hatemonger 

knox: (n) John Knox 
labor: (n, v) toil, endeavor, drudgery, 

travail, struggle, confinement, 
childbirth, delivery, grind; (n) effort, 
exertion. ANTONYMS: (n, v) rest; 
(v) relax, ignore; (n) management, 
leisure, death, relaxation 

labored: (adj) elaborate, strained, 
laborious, heavy, arduous, hard, 
artificial, laboured, awkward, 
unnatural, studied. ANTONYM: 
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(adj) easy 
laborer: (n) hand, labourer, operative, 

drudge, labor, employee, manual 
laborer, peon, navvy, docker, day 
laborer 

laboring: (adj) working, labouring, 
toiling, drudging, labors, work, 
elaborate, employed, busy 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
effortless, undemanding, light, brisk 

laced: (adj) even, fastened, spiked, 
drunk, decorated, alcoholic 

ladylike: (adj) feminine, refined, 
gentle, womanly, genteel, maidenly, 
matronly, wifely, dainty, well-bred, 
mannerly. ANTONYM: (adj) coarse 

ladyship: (n) madam 
laggard: (adj) slow, slack, lagging, 

tardy, lazy, remiss, poky, pokey; (n) 
drone, lagger, idler. ANTONYM: 
(adj) prompt 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, 
simple, pure, natural, native, 
inartificial 

lambent: (adj) luminous, glowing, 
lucent, aglow, lucid, brilliant; (adj, 
v) radiant, lustrous; (v) splendent, 
shiny, beamy 

lamentably: (adj, adv) sadly, 
woefully; (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, wretchedly, 
pitifully; (adj) grievously, piteously, 
sorely, painfully 

lank: (adj) gaunt, angular, emaciated, 
meager, thin, skinny, spindly, spare, 
scrawny; (adj, v) lean, barren 

lapse: (n, v) decline, drop, mistake; 
(adj, n, v) fall; (v) expire, elapse, 
collapse, go by; (n) oversight, error, 
fault. ANTONYMS: (v) behave, 
start, rise, renew, improve 

lastly: (adv) eventually, ultimately, 
latterly, in conclusion, last, at last, 
terminally, latestly, utmostly, 
definitively, concludingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) initially 

latitude: (n) freedom, scope, breadth, 
room, expanse, range, compass, 
climate, clime, space, reach. 
ANTONYM: (n) constraint 

latterly: (adv) lately, lastly, late, 
subsequently, finally, of late, newly, 
ultimately, secondly, freshly, 
afterward. ANTONYM: (adv) 
initially 

lattice: (n) grill, grille, grid, net, 
fretwork, network, gridiron, wicket, 

web, netting; (v) trellis 
laud: (v) extol, glorify, eulogize, 

acclaim, praise, bless, celebrate, 
eulogy, applaud, exalt; (n, v) 
compliment. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, denigrate, disparage 

laudable: (adj) commendable, 
creditable, admirable, praiseworthy, 
worthy, deserving, good, honorable, 
meritorious, applaudable, estimable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, 
regrettable, unimpressive, 
lamentable, poor, despicable 

laudatory: (adj, v) commendatory; 
(adj) encomiastic, eulogistic, 
laudative, panegyrical, glowing, 
eulogistical, admiring; (v) 
benedictory, lavish of praise, 
uncritical. ANTONYM: (adj) 
damning 

laughable: (adj) absurd, amusing, 
humorous, comical, ludicrous, 
ridiculous, farcical, droll, comic, 
foolish, jocular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, adequate, generous, 
impressive 

laughingly: (adv) merrily, gaily, 
lightheartedly, playfully, dizzily, 
giddily, perkily, flippantly, 
smilingly, riantly 

lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 
anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous, 
wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) orderly 

laxity: (n) laxness, relaxation, 
carelessness, remissness, laches, 
evasion, failure, feebleness; (adj) 
flaccidity, immorality, debasement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) intervention, 
strictness, vigilance, severity, 
attention 

leaden: (adj) heavy, gray, sluggish, 
grey, inert, torpid, grave, languid, 
drab, burdensome, livid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) bright 

leafy: (adj) green, verdant, lush, 
foliose, foliate, leafed, luxuriant, 
foliaceous, leaved, bowery, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
leafless, urban, withering 

legality: (n) validity, right, 
lawfulness, justice, law, legitimacy, 
truth, guaranty, fairness, justify, 
warrant. ANTONYM: (n) illegality 

legendary: (adj) fabled, mythical, 
mythological, proverbial, imaginary, 
famed, fanciful, famous, celebrated, 
unreal, dubious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unknown, factual, historical, 
prosaic, obscure, true 

legible: (adj) readable, distinct, fair, 

plain, clean, definite, explicit, 
understandable, direct, cloudless, 
light. ANTONYM: (adj) unreadable 

lengthen: (adj, v) elongate; (v) 
enlarge, prolong, draw, draw out, 
increase, expand, stretch, protract, 
continue, drag out. ANTONYMS: 
(v) clip, curtail 

lenient: (adj) gracious, indulgent, 
bland, clement, compassionate, 
easygoing, forbearing, forgiving, 
easy, kind, soft. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
severe, harsh, unforgiving, 
impatient, hardhearted 

lessening: (n) diminution, cutback, 
alleviation, contraction, abatement, 
mitigation, shrinking, reduction, cut; 
(adj) decreasing, diminishing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, 
restoration; (adj) increasing 

lethargy: (n) drowsiness, 
indifference, apathy, inactivity, 
fatigue, inertia, stupor, laziness, 
sluggishness, idleness, languor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) verve, vitality, 
liveliness, nimbleness, animation, 
alertness, vigor, activity, 
wakefulness, interest, speediness 

liberality: (n, v) charity, almsgiving; 
(adj, n) bounty; (n) largess, 
munificence, benevolence, 
beneficence, generousness, 
tolerance; (adj) largesse, gift. 
ANTONYM: (n) illiberality 

lids: (n) lid 
lifeblood: (adj) sap, core, essential 

part, gist, incarnation, soul, marrow; 
(adj, n) quintessence; (n) life, heart, 
whole blood 

lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, 
defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, 
dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, 
alive, interesting, awake, moving, 
upright, bright, brilliant, firm, 
inspiring 

lifelike: (adj) vivid, graphic, faithful, 
living, natural, bright, truthful, 
lively, genuine, true to life, live. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inaccurate 

lifelong: (adj) perpetual, livelong, 
undying, eternal, enduring, 
continuing, chronic, inveterate, 
perennial, ongoing, old. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ephemeral 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

light-footed: (adj) light, rapid 
light-hearted: (adj) merry, blithe, 

sunny, cheerful, vivacious, bright, 
festive, airy, buoyant, lighthearted, 
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light 
lightness: (n) brightness, buoyancy, 

frivolity, flightiness, delicacy, 
airiness, agility, levity, light, 
nimbleness, flippancy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) darkness, gravity, 
weight, harshness, seriousness 

lightsome: (adj, v) light; (adj) blithe, 
lighthearted, blithesome, cheerful, 
sunny, gay, nimble, airy, happy, 
jocund 

lightsomeness: (n) carefreeness, 
agility, legerity, lightheartedness, 
nimbleness, giddiness, blitheness, 
gracefulness, cheerfulness, lightness, 
light 

liken: (adj, v) compare; (v) equate, 
parallel, equalize, resemble, 
assimilate, associate, imitate, 
acquire, equalise; (adj) likely 

likeness: (n) resemblance, copy, 
effigy, image, affinity, similarity, 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) 
figure, form, semblance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, 
contrast 

liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, 
appetite, taste, fondness, 
predilection, affection, partiality, 
admiration, approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy 

limp: (adv, n, v) hobble; (adj, v) 
flabby; (n, v) hitch; (adj) flaccid, 
slack, flexible, drooping, flimsy, 
weak, loose; (v) hop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) taut, firm, hard, rigid, upright, 
alive, strong, stiff, tight 

lineage: (adj, n) pedigree; (n, v) 
family, house; (n) descent, 
extraction, ancestry, birth, stock, 
line, origin; (adj, n, v) genealogy 

lineaments: (v) exposition, tract, 
length, expanse, area, extent; (n) face 

linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 
stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, 
saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, 
end, rush, depart, lead 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quick 

listlessness: (n) lethargy, apathy, 
languor, lassitude, inertia, 
disregard, torpidity, torpor, ennui, 
boredom, fatigue 

literal: (adj) exact, bare, verbal, 
accurate, genuine, faithful, actual, 

plain, true; (n) misprint, erratum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) figurative, 
symbolic, loose, imprecise, 
metaphorical, broad, approximate, 
false 

liveliness: (adj, n) animation, 
briskness; (n) life, effervescence, 
buoyancy, exuberance, vigor, 
activity, agility, cheerfulness, 
enthusiasm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lethargy, awkwardness, lifelessness, 
laziness, sadness, apathy 

livery: (adj) liverish, bilious; (n) 
clothing, accouterment, uniform, 
complexion, legal transfer, color, 
hue, dye, bailment 

loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, 
loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, 
be idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, 
poke. ANTONYM: (v) work 

loathsome: (adj) foul, hideous, 
distasteful, disgusting, hateful, 
abominable, revolting, execrable, 
loathly, nauseous, horrible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, nice, 
noble, inoffensive, pleasant, 
admirable, good, attractive 

locomotion: (n) movement, travel, 
motion, creeping, motive power, 
mobility, travelling, robot mobility, 
motivity; (v) clip, progress 

locust: (n) courbaril, cicada, wood, 
carob, clammy locust, Colorado 
beetle, black locust, acridid, honey 
locust, locust tree; (v) losel 

lodger: (n) inhabitant, boarder, 
renter, tenant, resident, guest, lessee, 
inmate, householder, occupant, 
sojourner. ANTONYM: (n) landlord 

lodging: (n) abode, apartment, 
accommodation, housing, hostel, 
residence, quarter, home, 
lodgement, address, hospice 

loftiest: (adj) uppermost, top, 
sovereign 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble 

loitering: (n) delay, dalliance; (adj) 
slow, dilatory, delaying, inactive, 
truant, trifling, tardy; (v) loiter; 
(adv) loiteringly 

loll: (v) droop, lounge, drop, recline, 
loiter, flag, linger, slouch, dangle, 
lollop; (adj, v) sprawl 

lonesome: (adj) lone, desolate, 
forlorn, dreary, dismal, solitary, 
secluded, gloomy, unfrequented; 
(adj, n) isolated, alone. ANTONYM: 

(n) foe 
longevity: (n) endurance, length of 

service, long life, longness, oldness, 
permanence, old age, long lived, 
ability to live long, life expectancy, 
durability 

longingly: (adv) cravingly, piningly, 
eagerly, contemplatively, wishfully, 
nostalgically, melancholy, wistfully, 
pensively, languishingly, 
reflectively 

looped: (adj) coiled, coiling, curly, 
intoxicated, curved, helical, 
continuous, interminable, round, 
whorled 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled 

lore: (n) erudition, folklore, letters, 
literature, tradition, science, 
acquired knowledge, knowledge, 
wide information, lesson, legend 

lovable: (adj) delightful, charming, 
likable, engaging, sweet, taking, 
adorable, friendly, kindly, 
delectable, lovely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) horrible, unappealing, 
unlovable, detestable, despicable 

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, 
beauteousness, good looks, 
cuteness, fineness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unattractiveness, unpleasantness, 
awkwardness 

lowell: (n) Percival Lowell, Robert 
Lowell, Robert Traill spence Lowell 
Jr, Amy Lowell 

lowly: (adj) base, lower, low, inferior, 
baseborn; (adv) meekly, meanly, 
modestly, poorly, softly, humbly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) noble, 
privileged, high, aristocratic, 
refined, exalted, comfortable 

lucifer: (n) Satan, Beelzebub, the 
Devil, match, fusee, fuzee, friction 
match, light, archfiend, Vesta, 
vesuvian 

lucre: (n) pelf, earnings, gelt, profit, 
kale, dough, advantage, mammon, 
dividend, return, income 

ludicrous: (adj) absurd, ridiculous, 
farcical, foolish, laughable, comical, 
grotesque, derisory, droll, 
preposterous, jocular. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sane, impressive 

lugubrious: (adj) dismal, gloomy, 
doleful, dark, funereal, melancholy, 
grievous, somber, dolorous, 
plaintive, miserable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cheerful 

lugubriously: (adv) dismally, 
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sorrowfully, gloomily, mournfully, 
darkly, plaintively, melancholy, 
grievously, somberly, dolorously, 
drearily 

lukewarm: (adj) indifferent, warm, 
cold, listless, halfhearted, mild, cool, 
unenthusiastic, apathetic, genial, 
frigid. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, cool, 
cold, keen 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty 

lumpish: (adj) gawky, crass, lubberly, 
sluggish, inert, hulking, heavy, 
cumbersome, clumsy, dull; (v) 
massive 

lumpishly: (adv) gawkily, sluggishly, 
clumsily, dully, heavily, hulkingly, 
inertly, thunderingly, spankingly, 
thumpingly, unthinkingly 

lunacy: (adj, n) frenzy, craziness, 
madness, derangement, aberration; 
(n) folly, foolishness, mania, 
delirium, dementia; (adj) distraction. 
ANTONYM: (n) sanity 

lunatic: (n) madman, maniac, 
bedlamite; (adj) insane, foolish, 
moonstruck, mad, mental, 
deranged, idiotic; (adj, n) madcap. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sensible 

lurid: (adj) ghastly, grisly, gruesome, 
loud, frightful, sharp, shocking, 
gaudy, sensational, hideous, 
horrific. ANTONYMS: (adj) subtle, 
muted, bland, dull, modest 

lurk: (v) ambuscade, skulk, prowl, 
waylay, lie in wait, conceal, lurch, 
loiter, creep, wait, sneak 

lurking: (n) ambush; (adj) snaky, 
backstair, backstairs, clandestine, 
concealed, dormant, latent, 
potential, skulking, sneaky 

luscious: (adj) juicy, appetizing, 
delicious, delectable, scrumptious, 
rich, dulcet, succulent, yummy, 
mellow, voluptuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteless, unappetizing 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily 

lustre: (n) brilliance, gloss, brilliancy, 
grandeur, splendour, effulgence, 
splendor, shininess, shine, sheen, 
brightness 

lustreless: (adj) dull, lackluster, 
lacklustre, dim, mat, matt, duller, 
flat 

luxuriance: (n) exuberance, 

copiousness, abundance, lushness, 
affluence, wealth, luxury, excess, 
luxuriancy, rampancy; (adj) 
fecundity 

luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) 
abundant, lavish, exuberant, dense, 
thick, fertile, flourishing, fecund, 
opulent, profuse. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) barren, meager, unhealthy, 
arid, withering, sparse, shabby, 
unadorned 

luxuriantly: (adv) abundantly, 
opulently, plentifully, richly, 
profusely, generously, bountifully, 
thickly, riotously, exuberantly, 
copiously 

mackerel: (n) scombroid, bawd, 
Atlantic mackerel, bass, chub 
mackerel, common mackerel, 
muskelunge, sailfish, sardine, 
shiner, tinker 

madeira: (n) malmsey, Madeira river 
madwoman: (n) madman, 

madperson, maniac, insane person 
magically: (adv) as if by magic, 

occultly, marvelously, charmingly, 
enchantingly, witchingly, 
wonderfully, mysteriously, 
miraculously, supernaturally, 
mysticly 

magisterial: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, imperious, dictatorial, 
authoritative, authoritarian, lordly, 
peremptory, dogmatic, arbitrary, 
bossy 

magnanimous: (adj) generous, great, 
noble, bountiful, exalted, big, 
handsome, lofty, large, charitable, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
miserly, unforgiving, petty 

magnate: (n) tycoon, mogul, baron, 
celebrity, bigwig, power, business 
leader, big businessman, nobleman, 
personage, prince 

magnetism: (n) attraction, charisma, 
charm, allure, magnetics, appeal, 
glamour, magic, magnet, pull; (adj) 
gravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
repulsiveness, ugliness 

magnetized: (adj) magnetised, 
charismatic, attractable 

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 
greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, 
shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness 

maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; 
(adj) first, initiatory, unmarried 

maidenly: (adj) chaste, maidenlike, 

feminine, virgin, womanly, ladylike, 
virginal, wifely; (adv) virginly, 
firstly, initiatorily 

maim: (adj, v) cripple, deface; (v) 
mutilate, injure, deform, mar, 
damage, lacerate, truncate, disable; 
(adj) wound 

maine: (n) pine tree state 
majestic: (adj) grand, awesome, 

stately, imperial, royal, exalted, 
glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v) 
imposing; (adj, adv) regal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful, 
modest, lowly, undignified 

majestically: (adv) magnificently, 
regally, imperially, splendidly, 
nobly, sublimely, solemnly, grandly, 
loftily, impressively, gloriously 

malediction: (n) imprecation, 
anathema, execration, denunciation, 
malison, oath, proscription, 
maranatha, profanity, swear word, 
heavy calamity. ANTONYM: (n) 
blessing 

malevolent: (adj) malicious, malign, 
hateful, bitter, malefic, nasty, 
spiteful, vicious, virulent, baleful, 
unkind. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
merciful, loving, good, benign 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness 

malign: (v) defame, disparage, 
asperse, libel, badmouth, vilify; (adj) 
malevolent, harmful, malefic, 
injurious, evil. ANTONYMS: (v) 
praise, compliment; (adj) benign, 
beneficial, harmless 

malignant: (adj) malevolent, 
malicious, evil, malefic, fatal, 
spiteful, virulent, sinister, 
mischievous, pernicious, venomous 

mamma: (n) breast, mother, ma, 
knocker, boob, mum, mammy, 
mom, momma, mommy, mummy 

mammon: (n) filthy lucre, 
wealthiness, wealth, lucre, riches, 
imaginary creature, imaginary being 

manageable: (adj, v) docile, 
governable; (adj) flexible, malleable, 
ductile, handy, gentle, tame, pliable, 
controllable; (v) tractable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbearable, 
unmanageable, uncontrollable, 
awkward, fixed, unattainable, 
heavy, distant, inaccessible 

manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality, 
humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 
manliness, ripe age, maturity full 
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age 
manifestation: (n) appearance, 

indication, exhibition, expression, 
display, demonstration, sign, 
incarnation, advent, show, 
revelation 

manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 
many, various, multiplex, 
multiplied, frequent; (v) duplicate, 
copy, multiply; (n) diversity 

manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 
manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unmanly, cowardly; 
(adv) unmanfully 

mannered: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
stiff, ponderous, pretentious, 
conscious, ceremonial, contrived, 
accustomed, theatrical, thewed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unpretentious, 
genuine 

manufactory: (n) factory, mill, plant, 
foundry, cannery, manufacture, 
works, John mill, John Stuart mill, 
grinder, industrial plant 

marbles: (n) wit, sanity, mind, 
reason, jackstones, jacks, cods 

marches: (n) precinct, Marche, stint 
martyr: (n) sufferer, victim, prey, 

object of compassion, wretch, shorn 
lamb; (v) martyrize, excruciate, 
persecute, torture, afflict 

martyrdom: (n) torture, suffering, 
calvary, agony, pain, ordeal, 
Golgotha; (adj) devotion, suttee, 
stoicism; (v) vivisection 

marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 
curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard; (n) 
nightmare 

marvellously: (adv) wondrously, 
wonderfully, terrifically, superbly, 
fantastically, miraculously, terrificly, 
phenomenally, gloriously, 
tremendously, tally 

marvelous: (adj) wonderful, fantastic, 
incredible, fabulous, extraordinary, 
tremendous, grand, astonishing, 
terrific, great; (adj, v) prodigious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
mundane, abysmal, bad, dreadful, 
unworthy, dire, humdrum, 
unimpressive, unremarkable, boring 

masked: (adj) cloaked, covert, 
concealed, hidden, covered, 
camouflaged, secret, veiled, 
incognito, draped, furtive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) overt 

massachusetts: (n) Bay State, 

Massachusetts bay colony, 
Massachuset, mammy, mamma, ma, 
am, mama 

mast: (n) post, foremast, column, 
spar, spanker-mast, mainmast, 
jigger, tower, aerial, ship mast, nut 

master's: (n) postgraduate degree 
mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 

command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance 

materially: (adv) physically, 
substantially, corporeally, 
significantly, really, essentially, 
corporally, vitally, solidly, 
momentously, fundamentally 

matter-of-fact: (adj) prosaic, practical, 
dry, commonplace, common, 
normal, ordinary, regular, 
pragmatic, trivial, realistic 

matutinal: (adj) early, earlier, earliest, 
matinal, matutinary, matutine 

maze: (n) tangle, snarl, web, jungle, 
muddle, confusion, complication; 
(v) eel; (adj) delicacy, knot, 
awkwardness 

meagreness: (n) exiguity, poverty, 
spareness, leanness, deficiency, 
impoverishment, inadequacy, 
insufficiency, poorness, scantness, 
scantiness 

meanest: (adj) last, least 
meanly: (adv) poorly, nastily, 

averagely, humbly, ungenerously, 
tightly, rudely, stingily, 
parsimoniously, scurvily, 
mediocrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
generously, sympathetically, 
compassionately, genially, 
respectfully, pleasantly, affluently 

meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, 
pettiness, avarice, selfishness, 
baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, 
miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, extravagance, decency 

mechanically: (adv) mechanistically, 
instinctively, routinely, 
involuntarily, industrially, 
unconsciously, automaticly, 
intuitively, impulsively, technically, 
technologically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
manually, consciously 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) 
contemplate, consider, cogitate, 
reflect, speculate, wonder, ruminate, 
ponder, think, bethink 

meditation: (n, v) contemplation, 
study; (n) consideration, reflection, 
deliberation, thought, introspection, 
musing, rumination, conception, 
reflexion. ANTONYM: (n) 
distraction 

meditations: (n) contemplation, 
consideration, cogitation 

meditative: (adj, v) thoughtful, 
pensive; (adj) wistful, reflective, 
broody, museful, ruminative, 
musing, brooding; (v) philosophical, 
sedate 

meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 
hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 
recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 
pittance, reguerdon 

meek: (adj) lowly, docile, gentle, 
tame, low, submissive, compliant, 
mild, modest, quiet, kind. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, bossy, 
haughty, arrogant, overbearing, 
rebellious, disobedient, wild, harsh, 
brash 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; 
(n, v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, 
hopefulness, optimism; (adj) happy, 
bright, cheery, satisfied 

mellow: (adj, v) ripe, mollify, smooth, 
soften; (adj) gentle, luscious, mild, 
soft, juicy; (v) melt, ripen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, frantic, 
fresh, bright, strict, young, frenetic 

melodious: (adj) harmonious, 
musical, sweet, tuneful, mellow, 
dulcet, soft, gentle, full, canorous, 
mellifluous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harsh, unmelodious, inharmonious, 
tuneless, grating, loud 

melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing 

melting: (n) thawing, fusion, melt, 
dissolution, warming, thaw, 
liquefaction, fusion range; (adj) 
liquescent, pathetic; (adj, n) 
dissolving 

melville: (n) Herman Melville 
memoranda: (n) memorandum, note 
merchandise: (v) market, deal; (n) 

freight, cargo, product, commodity, 
goods, consignment, wares; (adj) 
commodities, ware 

merchantable: (adj) saleable, salable, 
vendible, vendable, sellable 

merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 
lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 357

beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted 

merged: (adj) integrated, 
amalgamated, unified, incorporate, 
united, fused, combined, 
interconnected, mixed, 
intermingled, complex 

merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 
mirthfully, brightly, jovially, 
joyfully, gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sadly, anxiously, miserably, 
unhappily, carefully, despondently 

merriment: (n) fun, amusement, 
cheerfulness, hilarity, glee, jollity, 
frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
(adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
misery, gloom, seriousness, 
despondency, boredom 

mesmeric: (adj) attractive, 
spellbinding, enticing, mesmerizing, 
interesting, fascinating, entrancing, 
alluring, captivating, charming, 
compelling. ANTONYM: (adj) 
boring 

mesmerism: (n) animal magnetism, 
exorcism, bewitchery, enchantment, 
pathetism, suggestion, hint, 
influence, magnetism, second sight, 
mysticism 

mesmerizing: (adj) mesmeric, 
spellbinding, attractive, captivating, 
soporific, enticing, magnetic, 
appealing, fascinating; (adj, v) 
riveting; (v) engrossing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) repellent 

messenger: (n, v) herald; (n) 
harbinger, runner, emissary, bearer, 
ambassador, precursor, courier, 
carrier, apostle, errand 

metaphorical: (adj) metaphoric, 
allegorical, symbolic, typical, not 
literal, parabolic, transumptive, 
allusive, anagogical, catachrestical; 
(n) tropical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plain, literal 

metaphorically: (adv) allegorically, 
symbolically, tralatitiously, 
tropically, parabolically, parabolicly, 
symbolicly, typically 

metaphysical: (adj) theoretical, 
supernatural, mental, immaterial, 
mystical, nooscopic, abstract, 
metaphysic, subjective, unworldly, 
theological. ANTONYM: (adj) 
empirical 

metaphysics: (n) ontology, 
metaphysic, outside actual 
experience, ontological, 
cosmological, philosophy 

methinks: (adv) meseems 
mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 

bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air 

mildew: (n, v) mold, rust, decay, cast; 
(n) fungus, blight, mushroom, 
helminth, moulding; (v) must, 
become moldy 

mildewed: (v) moldy, rusty, seedy, 
spotted, decayed; (adj, v) fusty; (adj) 
trite 

milkmaid: (n) farmhand, fieldhand, 
farm worker 

milkman: (n) deliveryman, delivery 
boy 

mimic: (adj, v) mock; (v) imitate, 
mime, copy, impersonate, parody, 
emulate; (n, v) counterfeit; (n) 
imitator, mimicker, ape 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial 

mingle: (v) compound, combine, 
merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, 
complex, indiscriminate, 
heterogeneous, medley, confused, 
eclectic, motley, different; (v) 
blended, blent 

mingling: (adj) blending, merging, 
confluent, blended; (n) mixture, 
mixing, commixtion, interchange, 
exchange, commixture; (adv) 
minglingly 

minstrelsy: (n) orchestra, prowess, 
troupe, company, glee, art, 
merriment, lay, joy, ballad, gayety 

minuet: (n) waltz, polka, ballroom 
dance, ballroom dancing 

minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, 
insignificantly, infinitesimally, 
diminutively, nicely, exactly, 
microscopically 

minuteness: (n) diminutiveness, 
smallness, attention to detail, 
petiteness, tininess, weeness 

miraculous: (adj) marvelous, 
astonishing, marvellous, wonderful, 
astounding, remarkable, magical, 
incredible, wonder, stupendous, 
phenomenal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
normal, mundane, unremarkable 

miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, 
marvelously, strangely, remarkably, 
stupendously, supernaturally, 
astonishingly, staggeringly, 
wondrously, startlingly, 

phenomenally 
mirth: (adj, n) merriment, jollity; (n) 

amusement, happiness, delight, joy, 
hilarity, cheerfulness, festivity, 
gladness, exhilaration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gloom, sadness, 
misery 

mirthfulness: (n) mirth, glee, 
gleefulness, gaiety, merriment, 
gloat, gloating, great merriment, 
malicious satisfaction 

miscellaneous: (adj) heterogeneous, 
mixed, different, general, sundry, 
indiscriminate, motley, varied, 
diverse, multifarious, versatile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uniform, 
homogeneous, limited 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 

mischief-maker: (n) scoundrel, 
troublemaker, vandal 

miser: (n) stinginess, curmudgeon, 
hunks, muckworm, niggard, 
skinflint, cheapskate, parsimony, 
moneygrubber, Jew, miserliness 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) 
miserable. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, hopefully, brightly, 
affluently, enthusiastically, 
fortunately, profusely, contentedly 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, bonus, 
opportunity, privilege, success, 
happiness 

misfortunes: (n) misfortune 
misgivings: (n) anxiety, doubt, 

misgiving, apprehension, fear, 
suspicion, doubts, concern, 
consternation, disbelief, foreboding. 
ANTONYM: (n) equanimity 

misinterpret: (v) misunderstand, 
misconstrue, misconceive, mistake, 
distort, misread, pervert, misjudge, 
miscalculate, take, read. 
ANTONYMS: (v) understand, 
interpret, appreciate 

misreckoning: (n) boomerang, 
miscalculation, misestimation, 
mistake, misunderstanding, error, 
fault 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
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mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading 

misty: (adj) hazy, foggy, cloudy, 
brumous, dim, indistinct, nebulous, 
fuzzy, dark, dull, blurred. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct 

misunderstood: (adj) mistreated, 
confused 

misuse: (v) mistreat, misapply, 
maltreat, mishandle, 
misappropriate, pervert, corrupt; (n, 
v) waste, harm; (n) 
misappropriation, embezzlement 

mitigate: (n, v) alleviate, palliate, 
appease; (adj, n, v) assuage, allay; 
(v) lessen, relieve, abate, lighten; 
(adj, v) moderate, soften. 
ANTONYMS: (v) increase, intensify, 
aggravate 

mittens: (n) glove, gloves 
moan: (n, v) grumble, gripe, whine, 

lament, cry, howl; (v) bewail, 
complain, mourn; (n) complaint, 
lamentation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
compliment; (n) praise 

moaning: (n, v) lamentation; (adj) 
groaning, whining, funereal, 
inarticulate, dirgeful; (n) 
complaining, mourning 

mocha: (n) seasoner, mocha coffee, 
leather, Java, flavouring, flavourer, 
flavoring, coffee, flavorer 

mockery: (n) gibe, jeer, irony, farce, 
charade, derision, parody, mock, 
scorn, imitation, burlesque. 
ANTONYM: (n) approval 

mocking: (adj) derisive, ironic, 
jeering, mock, quizzical, sarcastic, 
taunting, derisory, teasing, sardonic, 
sneering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, approving, 
complimentary, sympathetic; (n) 
praise 

moderately: (adv) abstemiously, 
quietly, modestly, pretty, 
temperately, soberly, slightly, 
calmly, mildly, reasonably, 
restrainedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
very, unreasonably, massively, 
immoderately, absolutely, 
excessively, completely, hugely, 
severely, wholly 

modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, 
humility, diffidence, humbleness, 
demureness, coyness, gentleness, 
continence; (adj, n) decency, 
honesty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, immodesty, spectacle, 
flamboyance, abandon, 

bigheadedness, pretension, 
decadence, boldness 

modulate: (v) moderate, modify, 
regulate, qualify, inflect, change, 
temper, diversify, adjust, alter, tone 
down. ANTONYM: (v) increase 

moll: (n) gun moll, criminal, 
strumpet, mistress, harlot, 
streetwalker, hooker, felon, woman, 
malefactor 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long 

momently: (adv) momentarily, in a 
moment, presently 

momentous: (adj, v) grave, 
memorable; (adj) significant, 
weighty, material, big, 
consequential, serious, critical, 
crucial, great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, 
inconsequential, frivolous, minor 

moneybags: (n) financier, capitalist 
monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 

dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, 
uninteresting, stupid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) exciting, varied, stimulating, 
lively, exotic, enthralling, brilliant, 
flexible 

monotony: (n) boredom, dullness, 
evenness, sameness, tediousness, 
flatness, dreariness, tautophony, 
tiresomeness; (adj) dull work, 
humdrum. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variety, variation 

moonshine: (adj, n) moonlight, 
rubbish; (adj) moonbeam, bosh, 
moonglade; (n) bootleg, moon, rot, 
all talk, corn liquor, nonsense 

moored: (v) on a rock, rock solid, 
tethered; (adj) stationary 

moralize: (v) moralise, preach, 
lecture, preachify, advocate, moral, 
sermonise 

morals: (n) ethics, moral, light, 
hedonism, ethical motive, 
conscience, motivation, motive, 
need, behavior, moral philosophy 

morbid: (adj) diseased, gruesome, 
macabre, corrupt, pathologic, 
unwholesome, peccant, sick, 
unhealthy, pathological; (adj, v) 
sickly 

morbidness: (n) jejunity, deadliness, 
lethality, quality, fatality rate, 
unwholesomeness, toxicity, 
putrescence, harmfulness, deathrate, 
death rate 

morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 
period, prime, aurora, a, amount of 
time, break of dawn, break of day, 
break of the day 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day 

morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 
crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, 
individual, creature, person, human 
being, body. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
immortal; (adj) eternal, heavenly, 
mild, perfect, spiritual 

mortals: (n) people 
mortar: (n) howitzer, plaster, trench 

mortar, field piece, glue, lute, heavy 
gun, gun, birdlime, gum, cannon 

mortification: (n) chagrin, 
embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, 
corruption, necrosis, degradation; 
(adj, n) vexation; (adj) grievance 

mortify: (v) humble, disgrace, abase, 
crush, embarrass, degrade, shame, 
demean, depress; (n, v) chagrin; 
(adj, v) confuse 

mossiness: (n) muscosity 
mossy: (adj) floral, mosslike, moldy, 

hoary, musty, covered, musciform, 
stodgy, hoar, chromatic, canescent 

moth-eaten: (adj) shabby, obsolete, 
aged, old, threadbare, stale, 
outdated, boring, ancient, mangy, 
hackneyed 

motherly: (adj) tender, fatherly, 
warm, sisterly, loving, affectionate; 
(adv) maternally; (v) ardent, fond, 
devoted, erotic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
paternal 

motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 
immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, active, 
alive, flowing 

mouldered: (adj) rotten 
mouldy: (adj) moldy, mildewy, fusty, 

musty, stale, trite, hackneyed, well-
worn, putrid, mould, frowsty 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, 
dark, pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless 

mournfully: (adv) sadly, sorrowfully, 
glumly, woefully, unhappily, 
plaintively, grievously, funereally, 
dejectedly, dolorously, poignantly. 
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ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
joyfully 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

muffled: (adj) hushed, muted, 
hollow, inarticulate, faint, soft, 
subdued, low, quiet; (v) allusive, 
covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
distinct, audible, slight 

multifarious: (adj, v) diverse, 
heterogeneous, different; (adj) 
manifold, multifaceted, complex, 
varied, miscellaneous, multiple, 
many, multiform. ANTONYM: (adj) 
homogeneous 

multiplicity: (n) diversity, 
abundance, plurality, much, 
multeity, manifoldness, lot, 
profusion, number, multitude, 
array. ANTONYMS: (n) uniformity, 
likeness 

mumbled: (adj) inaudible, faint, 
broken, slurred, thick, garbled, 
unintelligible, muffled, low, 
incomprehensible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, distinct 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 
hum, whisper, mutter, whine, 
babble, drone; (v) complain, bubble, 
breathe 

murmuring: (n) murmuration, 
murmur, complaint, grumble, 
muttering, mutter, murmur vowel; 
(adj) whispering, humming, 
droning, murmurous 

mustache: (n) mustachio, mastax, 
moustachio, beard, whisker, 
whiskers, toothbrush, hair, 
handlebar mustache, body hair, 
facial hair 

musty: (adj) fusty, rancid, stale, 
mouldy, rank, bad, obsolete, 
antiquated, stuffy, threadbare, trite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, modern 

mutter: (n, v) mumble, grumble, 
whisper; (v) growl, maunder, 
grouch, snarl, croak; (n) 
murmuration, grumbling, complaint 

muttering: (n) grumbling, mutter, 
murmuring, grumble, murmuration, 
murmur vowel, complaint, heart 
murmur, cardiac murmur; (adj) 
mumbling, faint 

mutton: (n) lamb, em, mouton, mut, 
sheep, pork, red meat, white meat, 
beef, area unit; (v) pilot bread 

mysteriously: (adv) enigmatically, 
strangely, obscurely, secretly, 
uncannily, mystically, darkly, 
puzzlingly, weirdly, abstrusely, 

occultly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
normally 

mystic: (adj, v) secret, recondite; (adj) 
mysterious, occult, cryptical, cryptic, 
esoteric, inscrutable, weird, magical; 
(adj, n) psychic 

narrowing: (n) contraction, 
tightening, coarctation, stricture, 
angustation; (adj) dwindling, 
tapering, constrictive, constricting, 
binding; (adj, n) tapering off. 
ANTONYM: (n) expansion 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy 

nasal: (n) Nasalis, os, continuant, 
continuant consonant; (adj) 
adenoidal, cadaverous, haggard, 
emaciated, gaunt; (v) inarticulate, 
guttural 

nativity: (n) birth, horoscope, 
nascency, delivery, genesis, cradle, 
nascence, birthing, origin, 
childbirth, births. ANTONYM: (n) 
death 

nauseous: (adj, v) fulsome; (v) 
abhorrent; (adj) distasteful, 
loathsome, disgusting, nasty, 
sickening, nauseating, obnoxious, 
repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
charming, pleasant 

nearness: (n) closeness, contiguity, 
vicinity, familiarity, adjacency, 
proximity, propinquity, presence, 
immediacy, neighborhood, nearby. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, farness, 
remoteness 

neckcloth: (n) neckerchief, scarf, 
handkerchief, gunstock, broth, 
caudex, descent, farm animal, breed, 
gillyflower, inventory 

necromantic: (adj) mystic, 
mysterious, necromantical 

nectareous: (adj) nectarous, nectarine, 
nectareal, delicious, sweet 

needlework: (n) stitchery, sewing, 
needlecraft, stitching, knitwork, 
crochet, crocheting, knit, knitting, 
fancywork, creation 

negatively: (adv) badly, harmfully, 
unenthusiastically, cynically, 
gloomily, adversely, denyingly, 
uselessly, critically, destructively; 
(adj) virtually. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
optimistically, helpfully, 
affirmatively 

negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 

nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark 

neighbor: (v) abut, adjoin, populate, 
touch; (n) acquaintance, 
neighborhood, national; (adj) 
neighborly, neighbouring, 
neighboring, adjacent. ANTONYM: 
(n) foreigner 

neighborhood: (n) vicinity, district, 
area, community, locality, place, 
quarter, environs, section; (adj) 
neighboring, local 

neighbors: (n) neighbourhood 
nervousness: (n) nerves, trepidation, 

disquiet, tension, jumpiness, 
restlessness, jitters, agitation, worry, 
fearfulness, edginess. ANTONYMS: 
(n) boldness, confidence, 
reassurance, calm, relief, peace, 
equanimity 

nether: (adj) lower, inferior, down, 
low, chthonic, chthonian, infernal, 
subjacent, less, lesser; (adj, adv) 
under 

never-ceasing: (adj) immortal 
never-ending: (adj) endless, infinite, 

limitless, vast, unending, 
unbounded, everlasting, eternal, 
perennial, immeasurable, spaceless 

newness: (n) freshness, recency, 
originality, innovation, 
inexperience, new, uniqueness, age, 
novity, recentness, new state. 
ANTONYMS: (n) mustiness, oldness 

nibble: (n, v) bite, nip, taste; (v) eat, 
munch, chew, browse, pick, gnaw, 
crunch, champ. ANTONYMS: (v) 
gobble, overeat, gulp, gorge 

nicety: (n) detail, exactness, 
fastidiousness, nuance, refinement, 
exactitude, justness, precision, 
correctness, daintiness, elegance 

niche: (n) alcove, hole, bay, recess, 
nook, compartment, recession, 
opening, place, ecological niche, 
fireplace 

nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 
all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; 
(adj) approximate 

nightcap: (n) drink, dram, game, cap, 
mobcap, drop 

nightclothes: (n) pyjamas, nightie, 
nightgown, nightdress, nightwear, 
vesture, wear, clothing, sleepwear, 
apparel, pajamas 

nightfall: (n) dusk, evening, twilight, 
sunset, gloaming, evenfall, dark, 
eventide, sundown, darkness, fall. 
ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, sunrise 

nightly: (adv) every night, by night; 
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(n) night; (adj) nocturnal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) daily 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, 
brisk, spry, alert, expeditious, 
energetic, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit 

nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, 
lord, peer, marquis, nobility, 
grandee, baron, duke, armiger, 
burgrave 

nobly: (adv) generously, 
magnificently, grandly, greatly, 
splendidly, honorably, heroically, 
aristocratically, bravely, 
magnanimously, courageously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) immorally, 
poorly, timidly 

nodding: (adj) cernuous, drooping, 
dozy, dozing, somnolent, drugged, 
pendulous, drowsing, droopy, 
annuent, flagging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
awake 

noiselessly: (adv) silently, 
soundlessly, stilly, softly, mutely, 
delicately, wordlessly, gently, 
speechlessly; (adj, adv) stealthily; 
(adj) noiseless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
heavily, audibly 

nomadic: (adj) migrant, mobile, 
roving, Peripatetic, wandering, 
nomad, migratory, vagabond, 
drifting, erratic, rambling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident 

nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven 

noonday: (n) noontide, noon, high 
noon, hour, twelve noon, afternoon; 
(v) tide; (adj) meridional 

noontide: (n) noon, midday, high 
noon, summit, top, apex, zenith, 
acme, pinnacle, climax, culmination 

northwest: (adj) northwestern, Idaho; 
(n) nW, geographic region, 
geographical area, geographical 
region, geographic area, compass 
point 

nostrils: (n) naris, nose 
noticing: (n) observation, look; (adj) 

conscious 
novelties: (n) odds and ends 
nowise: (adv) no, nay, noways, not, 

none, to no degree 
numberless: (adj) countless, 

innumerable, multitudinous, 
infinite, incalculable, endless, 
uncounted, unnumbered, 
innumerous, legion, untold. 
ANTONYM: (adj) few 

nutriment: (n, v) nourishment; (n) 
food, fare, diet, nutrient, nutrition, 

alimentation, feed, nurture, meat, 
meal 

oaken: (adj) woody 
oaks: (n) beech family, Castanopsis, 

Nothofagus, Lithocarpus, genus 
Quercus, Genera Castanea, family 
Fagaceae, Fagus, Fagaceae, 
chestnuts 

obedient: (adj) submissive, 
compliant, good, conformable, tame, 
acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
amenable, subservient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defiant, 
assertive, rebellious, crooked, 
intractable, naughty, wild, resistant 

obeisance: (n) homage, curtsy, 
deference, bowing, reverence, 
obedience, respect, courtesy; (v) 
genuflexion, kowtow, genuflection 

obituary: (n) obit, bills of mortality, 
obituary list, announcement 

oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, 
constrain, make, bind, 
accommodate, obligate, necessitate, 
enforce, impel. ANTONYMS: (v) 
displease, request, hinder 

obliterate: (v) annihilate, extinguish, 
eradicate, expunge, efface, wipe out, 
kill, destroy, cancel, blot out; (adj, v) 
abolish. ANTONYMS: (v) create, 
build, protect, engrave, insert 

obliterated: (adj) obliterate, 
destroyed, lost, forgotten, invisible; 
(v) erased, effaced 

obliterating: (adj) destructive, 
obscurant 

oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 
absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission, 
pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame 

obnoxious: (adj) disagreeable, 
offensive, detestable, distasteful, 
hateful, horrid, repellent, disgusting, 
invidious; (adj, n) unpleasant; (adj, 
v) liable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
charming, nice, pleasing, delightful, 
inoffensive, cordial 

obscuring: (adj) blinding; (n) 
confusion 

obscurity: (n) gloom, darkness, 
shade, dimness, obscureness, night, 
oblivion, haze, ambiguity, shadow, 
cloudiness. ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, 
fame, light, simplicity, prominence, 
celebrity, brightness 

obsequiously: (adv) subserviently, 
submissively, fawningly, slavishly, 
compliantly, sycophantically, 
respectfully, cringingly, politely, 
admiringly, courteously 

observable: (adj, adv) noticeable, 
perceptible; (adj) discernible, 
apparent, appreciable, visible, 
evident, noteworthy, notable, 
detectable, remarkable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hidden, 
imperceptible, invisible 

observant: (adj) mindful, watchful, 
alert, cautious, circumspect, careful, 
aware, heedful, vigilant, awake, 
keen. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobservant, dreaming, insensitive, 
unprepared, oblivious 

obsolete: (adj) dead, archaic, ancient, 
antique, outdated, extinct, old-
fashioned, disused, outmoded, 
dated, old. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
current, contemporary, modern, 
trendy, new 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obstreperous: (adj) noisy, boisterous, 
blatant, clamorous, defiant, 
disobedient, disorderly, unruly, 
vociferous, tumultuous, turbulent 

obstreperously: (adv) clamorously, 
boisterously, blatantly, vociferously, 
defiantly, disobediently, noisily, 
rowdily, tumultuously, unruly, 
aloud 

obstruct: (adj, n, v) hinder; (n, v) bar, 
barricade; (adj, v) check; (v) block, 
delay, clog, choke, impede, 
encumber, hamper. ANTONYMS: 
(v) facilitate, encourage, free, help, 
clear, open, promote, assist 

obstructing: (adj) impedimental, 
impeditive 

obtuse: (adj) dim, stupid, dense, 
blunt, heavy, slow, insensitive, 
doltish, thick, dumb, simple. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, clever, 
perceptive, sensitive, intelligent, 
astute, acute, shrewd 

obviate: (v) avert, preclude, avoid, 
exclude, debar, eliminate, forestall, 
prevent, foreclose, rule out, stave off 

occupant: (n) tenant, inhabitant, 
dweller, denizen, occupier, inmate, 
holder, citizen, householder, 
dalesman, coaster 

occupying: (n) commencement, 
employment, moving in, occupation 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
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execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice 

odor: (n) aroma, scent, odour, 
bouquet, flavour, perfume, flavor, 
savor, stink; (n, v) smell, stench 

odoriferous: (adj) odorous, aromatic, 
balmy, sweet, spicy, scented, 
odorant, ambrosial, malodorous, 
redolent, unsavory 

offended: (adj) angry, affronted, 
aggrieved, pained, wronged, 
annoyed, insulted, shocked, vexed, 
resentful, injured. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, proud, 
unconcerned 

offending: (adj) opprobrious, 
criminal, aberrant, guilty, 
delinquent, antisocial, scurrilous, 
errant 

officious: (adj, v) meddlesome; (adj) 
busy, interfering, meddling, 
obtrusive, impertinent, pragmatical, 
busybodied, overbearing, nosy; (v) 
pushing. ANTONYM: (adj) meek 

offshoot: (n) arm, limb, outgrowth, 
bough, offset, derivative, 
descendant, division, wing, scion, 
faction 

oftentimes: (adv) frequently, 
ofttimes, oft, frequent, repeatedly, 
much, a great deal. ANTONYM: 
(adv) rarely 

ogre: (n) fiend, giant, demon, devil, 
brute, bloodsucker, specter, vulture; 
(adj) Gorgon, nightmare, mormo 

olfactory: (adj) olfact, odorous, 
sensory 

omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
augury; (n) indication, portent, 
forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 
auspice 

ominous: (adj) baleful, inauspicious, 
ill, menacing, threatening, black, 
sinister, minatory, unlucky, 
forbidding, minacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) promising, 
auspicious, reassuring, bright, lucky, 
wonderful 

omnibus: (n, v) bus, autobus; (n) 
motorbus, coach, charabanc, 
collection, anthology, compilation, 
jitney, car, motorcoach 

omnivorous: (v) edacious, swinish; 
(adj) carnivorous, phytivorous, 
ravenous, hungry, herbivorous, 
greedy, granivorous, crapulent, 
graminivorous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
carnivorous, insectivorous, 
herbivorous 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, 

before, forth, onwards, along, in 
advance, frontward, forrader; (adv, 
prep) on; (adj) progressive. 
ANTONYM: (adv) backward 

oozing: (n) ooze, leakage, exudation, 
seepage, sweating, extravasation, 
distillation, flow, leak, discharge; 
(adj) seeping 

oozy: (adj) damp, moist, muddy, 
humid, wet, miry, slimy, boggy, 
juicy, leaky, seeping 

opaque: (adj) dense, muddy, obscure, 
cloudy, hazy, murky, thick, 
unintelligible, milky, misty, vague. 
ANTONYM: (adj) transparent 

open-eyed: (adj) watchful 
openness: (n) honesty, frankness, 

freedom, sincerity, candor, 
sociability, truth, forthrightness, 
exposure, receptivity, convenience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) furtiveness, 
hostility, secretiveness, reserve, 
dishonesty, confidentiality, 
closeness, caginess, resistance, 
reticence, caution 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, 
ladened, loaded 

oppressive: (adj, v) onerous, close, 
burdensome; (adj) sultry, stuffy, 
tyrannical, muggy, despotic, 
dictatorial, gloomy, domineering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberal, 
democratic, humane, free, tolerant, 
airy, freezing, libertarian 

optics: (n) catoptrics, holography, 
vision, photology, orbs, physics, 
optic, catoptric, catoptrical, eyesight, 
natural philosophy 

opulence: (n) fortune, wealth, luxury, 
exuberance, comfort, luxuriousness, 
prosperity, wealthiness, plenty; (adj, 
n) riches, affluence. ANTONYMS: 
(n) poverty, paucity, shabbiness, 
austerity 

opulent: (adj) rich, affluent, 
luxurious, lush, deluxe, wealthy, 
sumptuous, copious, lavish, 
generous, costly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
meager, shabby, Spartan, stark, 
humble, unadorned, impoverished 

ordained: (adj) destined, prescribed, 
appointed, predestined, fated, 
preordained, meant, legal, lawful, 
dedicated, inevitable 

ordinarily: (adv) generally, usually, 
regularly, normally, frequently, 
customarily, habitually, routinely, 
middlingly, plainly, familiarly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unusually, 
rarely, strangely, exceptionally 

originals: (n) dead copy 
originating: (adj) originative, 

original, incipient, originant 
ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 

embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip 

ornamental: (adj) fancy, florid, 
cosmetic, extravagant, elaborate, 
showy, enhancing, delicate, 
beautifying; (n) decoration, 
adornment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plain, unadorned 

ornamented: (adj) embellished, 
beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, 
adorned, bedecked, decked, 
festooned, feathered, florid 

ornaments: (n) stuff, trim, 
ornamentation, equipments, dress, 
disposition, custom, curios, 
condition, clothing, gaudery 

oscillating: (adj) oscillatory, 
vibrating, sway, swing, swinging, 
periodic, zigzag, vibrant, periodical 

ostensible: (adj) seeming, alleged, 
specious, superficial, nominal, 
manifest, outward, pretended, 
unreal, supposed, colorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) real, actual, 
genuine 

ostentatious: (adj) showy, flashy, 
pompous, pretentious, loud, 
extravagant, garish, flamboyant, 
proud, grandiose; (adj, n) haughty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
unostentatious, unpretentious, drab, 
humble 

ostentatiously: (adv) pretentiously, 
pompously, flamboyantly, gaudily, 
haughtily, flashily, arrogantly, 
extravagantly, loudly, 
conspicuously, grandiosely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) humbly 

ostrich: (n) Struthio Camelus, ratite, 
flightless bird; (adj) camel bird, doe, 
greyhound, hare, gazelle, antelope, 
eagle, courser 

ottar: (n) athar, attar, essential oil, 
Otto, attar of Roses 

ounce: (n) crumb, modicum, atom, 
morsel, bit, Oz, apothecaries' ounce, 
shred, little, a few; (adj, n) grain 

outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 
expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native 

outermost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) 
outmost, extreme, utmost, 
uttermost, last, outer, outside, 
external, exterior, furthermost 

outlay: (n) expenditure, expense, 
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disbursement, charge, outgo, 
spending, fee, expenses, 
defrayment, payment; (v) expend 

outpouring: (n) outpour, effusion, 
flow, outflow, gush, jet, barrage, 
leakage, outburst, effluence, 
overflow 

outstretched: (adj) extended, lengthy, 
flat, open, unfolded, stretched, 
broad, wiredrawn, wide, long 

outweigh: (v) preponderate, 
overshadow, overbalance, 
counterbalance, outstrip, 
predominate, exceed, prevail, 
surpass, outmatch; (adj) outdo 

oval: (adj) elliptical, elliptic, ovate, 
oviform, ovoid, oblong, egg-shaped, 
rounded, prolate, round; (n) ovule 

overbalance: (v) outweigh, 
preponderate, overweigh, calculate, 
prevail, overturn, overpoise, drop, 
topple, fashion; (adj) overmatch 

overburdened: (adj) burdened, 
loaded down, full of, heavy, 
weighed down 

overcoming: (adj) fortunate 
overdoing: (n) extravagance, excess, 

exaggeration, enlargement, 
enhancement, aggrandizement, 
elaboration 

overdone: (adj) exaggerated, 
overstated, overcooked, excessive, 
immoderate, extravagant, fulsome, 
overdo, undue, overwrought, 
profuse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, tender 

overflow: (n, v) flood, deluge; (n) 
inundation, excess, flooding, torrent, 
outpouring; (v) inundate, flow, 
drown, submerge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lack, drought 

overgrown: (adj) excessive, 
exorbitant, inordinate, extravagant, 
monstrous, covered, exaggerated, 
dropsical, lush; (v) turgid, tumid 

overhearing: (n) silent listening 
overmuch: (n) excess, surfeit, 

overabundance; (adj) inordinate, 
exorbitant, superabundant, undue; 
(adv) overly, too, unduly, too much 

overpowered: (adj) beaten, 
conquered, inundated, engulfed, 
flooded, routed, vanquished, 
subdued, subjugated, overflowing, 
mild 

overpoweringly: (adv) crushingly, 
resistlessly, intensely, irresistibly, 
strongly, oppressively, greatly, 
powerfully, devastatingly, 
awesomely, tremendously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) faintly, 
indifferently, superficially 

overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 
outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; 
(adj) overcast 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe 

overthrown: (adj) overcome, 
conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat 

overwhelm: (v) overpower, defeat, 
inundate, flood, overthrow, drown, 
deluge, crush, engulf, astound, 
overturn. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, amplify, capitulate, 
incite, install, lose, protect, submit 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

owls: (n) order Strigiformes, 
Strigiformes 

pacing: (n) accelerando, andante, 
allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, 
tempo, musical time, maneuvering 
alongside another vessel, cardiac 
pacing 

paddling: (n) defeat, boating 
pail: (n) bucketful, jug, tub, pailful, 

cannikin, pails, skeel, tankard, pot, 
pipkin, vessel 

palatable: (adj) luscious, tasty, 
agreeable, toothsome, appetizing, 
eatable, delectable, delicate, tasteful, 
sweet, savory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, indigestible, inedible, 
tasteless 

palate: (n) gusto, savour, flavour, 
gustation, liking, tooth, taste, relish, 
roof of the mouth, smack, fancy 

paleness: (adj, n) pallor; (n) 
pallidness, wanness, whiteness, 
achromasia, blondness, lividity, 
luridness, lividness, fairness, pale. 
ANTONYM: (n) strength 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, 
evident, apparent, clear, 
transparent, indubitable, noticeable, 
lucid, patent, perceptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imaginary, 
intangible, impalpable, doubtful, 
furtive, imperceptible, insignificant, 
obscure, unclear 

palpitate: (n, v) throb, pant, thrill, 

heave; (v) flutter, pulsate, shiver, 
shake, quiver, pound, flicker 

palsied: (adj) paralyzed, disabled, 
motionless, unsteady, weak, 
comatose, unconscious; (v) paralyse, 
paralyze, withered 

palsy: (v) cripple, paralyze; (n) 
anaesthesia, apoplexy, akinesia, 
alalia, paralyzation, numbness; (adj) 
decline, consumption, sideration 

paltry: (adj, n) mean; (adj) 
contemptible, measly, trifling, abject, 
insignificant, inconsiderable, puny, 
little, trivial, low. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, substantial, plentiful, 
enormous, important, profound 

pamphlet: (n) book, leaflet, booklet, 
flyer, magazine, treatise, tract, 
writing, literature, folder, lampoon 

pandemonium: (n) chaos, confusion, 
hubbub, disorder, commotion, 
racket, turmoil, noise, mayhem, 
clamor, hullabaloo. ANTONYMS: 
(n) order, peace, calm 

panes: (n) Fauni 
pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 

twinge, affliction, sting, stab, 
distress, ailment, cramp 

panorama: (n) view, aspect, prospect, 
landscape, scene, vista, countryside, 
background, exposure, perspective, 
sight 

pantaloons: (n) pants, small clothes, 
smalls, pantaloon, trousers, 
inexpressibles, overalls 

pantomimic: (v) pathognomonic, 
symptomatic, representative, 
symbolic, typical; (adj) pantomime, 
emblematic, diagnostic, armorial 

paralyze: (v) palsy, cripple, paralyse, 
disable, deaden, petrify; (n, v) 
numb, stun; (adj, n) obtund, blunt; 
(adj) anaesthetize 

parchment: (n) vellum, sheepskin, 
lambskin, diploma, testament, will; 
(v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar 

pardonable: (adj, v) defensible; (adj) 
forgivable, justifiable, venial, 
remissible, allowed, not heinous, 
understandable, veniable, 
explicable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpardonable 

parishioner: (n) layman, parishen, 
catechumen, churchgoer, church 
member 

parishioners: (n) people attending 
worship, worshippers 

parlor: (n) front room, lounge, sitting 
room, saloon, salon, parlour, 
parlors, livingroom, common room, 
parlours, drawing room 

partake: (v) deal, touch, share, 
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consume, attend, eat, taste, receive, 
communicate, join, have. 
ANTONYM: (v) refrain 

particularity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 
individuality, peculiarity, 
distinctiveness, speciality, specialty, 
feature, distinction, characteristic, 
nicety, attribute 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion 

partridge: (n) grouse, bobwhite, 
bobwhite quail, wildfowl, 
phasianid, quail, game bird, 
tinamou, ruffed grouse 

partridges: (n) family Phasianidae, 
order Galliformes, curassows, 
Phasianidae, chickens, Galliformes, 
hoatzins, grouse 

passageway: (n) passage, aisle, 
gangway, gallery, alleyway, lobby, 
hall, channel, lane, gateway; (n, v) 
pass 

passer-by: (n) eyewitness 
passionately: (adv) fervently, 

vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

pastime: (n) game, avocation, 
entertainment, recreation, hobby, 
distraction, interest, fun, pursuit, 
amusement, sideline 

pastoral: (n) eclogue, idyll, idyl; (adj) 
clerical, rural, rustic, idyllic, 
countrified, Arcadian, country, 
ministerial 

pasty: (adj) pale, gluey, gummy, wan, 
glutinous, doughy, bloodless, white, 
adhesive, sallow; (n, v) pie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark 

patched: (adj) mean, besmirched, old, 
damaged, ragged, flyblown 

patchwork: (n) miscellany, melange, 
odds and ends, hodgepodge, check, 
medley, mess, ambigu, magma, 
pasticcio, parenthesis 

paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, 
maternal, agnatic, concerned, 
solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, 
fatherlike, racial, fraternal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly 

pathless: (adj) impenetrable, wayless, 
impassable, imperviable, 
impervious, inaccessible, lacking 
pathways, roadless, shoreless, 
unaccessible, untracked 

pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration, 
impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy 

pathway: (n) lane, road, path, 
footpath, course, trail, alley, 
highway, way, tract, track 

patriarch: (n) forefather, 
paterfamilias, father, head, chief, old 
man, antediluvian, head of 
household, elder, founder, senior. 
ANTONYM: (n) matriarch 

patriarchal: (adj) family, ancestral, 
linear, old, preadamite, patriarchic; 
(adv) fatherly 

patrician: (adj) aristocratic, gentle, 
aristocratical, blue; (n) aristocrat, 
blue blood, gentleman, baronet, 
lord, nobleman; (adj, n) titled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plebeian, 
proletarian, lowly 

patrimonial: (adj) ancestral, paternal, 
genetic, inheritable, transmissible, 
familial, contractable, heritable, 
inherited, catching, communicable 

patrimony: (n) birthright, inheritance, 
legacy, bequest, entail, estate, 
dower, heirloom, heredity, 
hereditament, endowment fund 

patriot: (n) jingoist, jingo, subject, 
patriotic, Garibaldi, loyalist, 
national, chauvinist. ANTONYM: 
(n) turncoat 

patronizing: (adj) condescending, 
haughty, patronising, superior, 
arrogant, snobbish, arch, 
supercilious; (v) patronize; (n) 
patronage; (adv) patronizingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
deferential, modest 

patrons: (n) audience, following, 
attendance, customers, public 

paved: (adj) cobbled 
peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate 
peaked: (adj) pointed, sharp, spiky, 

ensiform, peaky, poorly, salient, 
unwell, gaunt, wan, emaciated 

peal: (n) ding, noise, clang, dingdong, 
blast; (v) chime, knell, toll, echo; 
(adj, n) swell; (n, v) bang 

pear: (n) bosc, Bartlett, Pyrus 
communis, pome, bulb, seckel, fruit 
tree, false fruit, edible fruit, Bartlett 
pear 

pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery 
pebbles: (n) shingle, grit, gravel, 

stones 
pebbly: (adj) shingly, rocky, rough, 

grating, flinty, beachy, stony, gravel 
peck: (n, v) nibble; (v) beak, pick, 

kiss, pick up; (n) pile, plenty, mass, 
slew, lot, mint 

pecked: (adj) bicched 
peculiarity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 

distinction, particularity, oddness, 
eccentricity, distinctiveness, 
abnormality, characteristic, 
attribute, difference, individuality. 
ANTONYM: (n) similarity 

pecuniary: (adj) financial, fiscal, 
commercial, economic, nummulary, 
sumptuary, numismatical, pecunial, 
crumenal 

peddler: (n) chapman, huckster, 
vendor, packman, pedlar, pusher, 
pitchman, dealer, drug peddler, 
seller, drug trafficker. ANTONYM: 
(n) user 

peddling: (n) hawking, vendition, 
peddlery, selling; (adj) mean, 
piddling, shabby, parsimonious, 
miserly, penny wise, scrubby 

pedestal: (n) bottom, foot, 
groundwork, plinth, footstall, basis, 
bed, pillar, dais, stand, platform 

pedigree: (n) descent, extraction, 
stock, ancestry, family, breed, origin, 
family tree, line, parentage, house 

peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze, 
glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) 
chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stare, gaze; (n) examination 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 

peevish: (adj) fretful, fractious, 
morose, testy, irascible, moody, 
captious, petulant, cross, 
cantankerous, touchy 

peevishly: (adv) querulously, 
tetchily, fractiously, sullenly, sulkily, 
testily, moodily, touchily, crossly, 
surly, morosely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, pleasantly, calmly 

pegs: (v) legs, feet, trotters, pins 
pellets: (n) grapeshot; (v) granulate 
pencilled: (adj) penciled 
pendant: (n) chandelier, counterpart, 

locket, match, lavaliere, lustre, 
appendage, sister; (adj) hanging, 
suspended, dangling 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 
penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 

sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful 

pensive: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, musing, wistful, 
dreamy, melancholy, abstracted, 
broody, reflective, moody; (adj, v) 
sad. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
satisfied, carefree 

perambulatory: (adj) wayfaring, 
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vagabond, ambulatory 
perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 

hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable 

perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible 

perceptibly: (adv) discernibly, 
apparently, appreciably, manifestly, 
clearly, sensibly, markedly, 
conspicuously, recognizably, really, 
patently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inaudibly, invisibly 

perceptive: (adj) alert, sagacious, 
acute, astute, keen, sensitive, 
penetrating, shrewd, receptive, 
observant, aware. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inattentive, unperceptive, 
obtuse, unobservant, unconcerned, 
foolish, indifferent, indiscriminate, 
innocent, insensitive, naive 

perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, 
settle, sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) 
lodge, abide, dwell; (n) pole 

perchance: (adv) maybe, possibly, by 
chance, peradventure, accidentally, 
incidentally, mayhap, chance, 
haphazard, probably, haply 

perfected: (adj) consummate, 
elaborate, mellow, mature, ripe, 
fulfilled, done, formed; (v) 
completed, consummated, excessive 

perfectibility: (n) potentiality, 
capableness, capability 

perfecting: (n) development, 
reiteration 

perfume: (n, v) scent, essence, odor, 
smell; (n) aroma, bouquet, cologne, 
incense, odour; (v) embalm, 
aromatize. ANTONYMS: (n) stink, 
stench 

perfumed: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 
odorous, scented, sweet, honeyed, 
mellifluous, angelic, angelical, fresh, 
gratifying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
odorless 

peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 
menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, 
expose, compromise. ANTONYM: 
(n) security 

perilous: (adj, v) dangerous, 
hazardous; (adj) insecure, unsafe, 
parlous, precarious, risky, 
treacherous, dicey, critical, dodgy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secure 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, 

decease, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, 
pass, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) survive, live, appear 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed 

periwig: (n) peruke, wig, front, pelt, 
chignon, shako, turban, toupee, fez, 
caftan, busby 

periwigged: (adj) wigged 
permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 

endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability 

perpetrator: (n) offender, doer, 
criminal, performer, actor, agent, 
delinquent, malefactor, crook, 
wrongdoer, hoodlum 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically 

perpetuated: (adj) perpetuate 
perplex: (adj, v) confuse, puzzle; (v) 

amaze, mystify, astonish, nonplus, 
complicate, confound, disconcert, 
bother, get. ANTONYMS: (v) 
simplify, clarify, enlighten, placate, 
explain 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unperplexed, assured, clear, 
knowing 

perplexing: (adj) enigmatic, puzzling, 
embarrassing, intricate, complex, 
baffling, complicated, bewildering, 
knotty, troublesome; (adj, n) 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
enlightening, soothing, 
understandable, explicable 

perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 
bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
understanding 

persecute: (v) molest, chase, badger, 
harry, follow, plague, bait, afflict, 
beset; (adj, v) oppress; (adj) 
aggrieve. ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, 
support 

persecuted: (adj) downtrodden, 
aggrieved, laden, mistreated, 
wronged 

persecutor: (n) tormentor, bully, 
gadfly, tormenter, teaser, pursuer, 
dictator, annoyer, tantalizer, 
pesterer, pest 

perseverance: (n) endurance, 
tenacity, resolution, constancy, 
fortitude, assiduity, industry, 
doggedness, firmness, persistence, 
determination. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vacillation, cowardice, indecision, 
indifference 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being 

perspiration: (n) diaphoresis, 
hidrosis, sudor, sweating, 
extravasation, secretion, exertion, 
exudation, effort, lather, water 

pertaining: (adj) relative, concerning, 
belonging, apposite, material, not 
absolute 

pertinacious: (adj) obstinate, dogged, 
stubborn, obdurate, dour, tenacious, 
unyielding, headstrong, restive, stiff, 
pigheaded. ANTONYM: (adj) 
agreeable 

pertinacity: (n) persistence, 
persistency, doggedness, obstinacy, 
tenacity, contumacy, pertinacy, 
purpose, endurance, firmness, 
constancy 

perusal: (n) examination, scrutiny, 
study, survey, inspection, poring 
over, studying, literary scholarship, 
perusing, lection, look 

peruse: (v) examine, look through, 
inspect, study, leaf, flip, flick, learn, 
review, to read, browse. 
ANTONYM: (v) skim 

pervade: (adj, v) fill; (v) infiltrate, 
penetrate, diffuse, imbue, percolate, 
occupy, impregnate, saturate, pass 
through, charge 

pervading: (adj) penetrating, general, 
profound, permeating, permeant, 
overmastering, lowly, deeply felt, 
intellectually deep, deep, almighty 

perverse: (adj) fractious, obstinate, 
obdurate, bad, corrupt, headstrong, 
disobedient, intractable, willful, 
sinister, wayward. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wholesome, obliging, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, good 

perversely: (adv) obstinately, 
refractorily, stubbornly, pervertedly, 
contrariwise, waywardly, wickedly, 
badly, willfully, kinkily, naughtily 

perversity: (n) perverseness, 
cussedness, evil, perversion, 
willfulness, unruliness, corruption, 
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wilfulness, depravity; (adj) 
contumacy, spinosity 

pestilent: (adj) mortal, deathly, 
pernicious, deadly, baneful, fatal, 
harmful, noxious, pestiferous, 
plaguey, bothersome. ANTONYM: 
(adj) delightful 

petrified: (adj) mineralized, 
motionless, frightened, scared, 
numb, stiff, harder, firm, mineral, 
like a statue, lacking sensation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, fearless 

petted: (adj) cherished, domesticated, 
indulged, admired, cade 

petticoat: (adj, n) female; (n) 
underskirt, skirt, she, woman, her, 
crinoline, wife, undergarment, 
apron; (adj) petty 

petticoated: (adj) clad 
pettiness: (n) insignificance, 

slightness, triviality, parsimony, 
littleness, tightness, tightfistedness, 
narrowness, stinginess, frivolity, 
niggardliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nobility, importance, maturity, 
generosity 

pettish: (adj) peevish, irritable, cross, 
nettlesome, cranky, huffy, touchy, 
fretful, techy, petulant, tetchy 

pettishness: (n) irritability, surliness, 
snappishness, biliousness, 
fretfulness, petulance, temper, 
petulancy, mood, irritation, ill 
nature 

phantasmagoria: (n) hallucination, 
representation, light show, 
dissolving views, optical illusion, 
phantasmagory, mental 
representation, internal 
representation 

phantasmagoric: (adj) dreamlike, 
dreamy, phantasmagorial, 
phantasmagorical, surreal, 
surrealistic 

phantom: (n, v) apparition, 
phantasm, vision, phantasma; (n) 
spectre, specter, appearance, shade, 
shadow, wraith, spirit 

philanthropic: (adj) benevolent, 
charitable, humanitarian, humane, 
kind, eleemosynary, generous, 
beneficent, kindly, munificent, good. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) selfish, miserly, 
nasty, mean 

philanthropist: (n) humanitarian, 
donor, benefactor, philanthrope, 
altruist, patron, socialist, utilitarian, 
presenter, cosmopolite, amicus 
humani generis 

phlegmatically: (adj, adv) 
phlegmaticly; (adv) indifferently, 
stolidly, unconcernedly, 

impassively, listlessly, sluggishly, 
passively, inertly, carelessly, 
lackadaisically 

phoebe: (n) quintet, quint, Phoebe 
bird, Phebe, fins, quintuplet, v, 
pentad, Louvre, louver, Little 
Phoebe 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy 

piazza: (n) plaza, square, mall, circus, 
cloister, arcade, court, crescent, 
porch, space, veranda 

pictorial: (adj) picturesque, 
illustrative, graphical, vivid, 
photographic, lifelike, pictural, 
figurative, descriptive, artistic, 
scenic 

pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 
perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal 

pigeons: (n) order Columbiformes, 
Columbiformes 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous 

pilgrimage: (n, v) expedition, 
excursion; (v) trip, tour, 
peregrination, ramble, discursion, 
circuit; (n) hajj, haj, career 

pining: (adj, n) longing; (adj) 
languishing, languid, marcid, 
amorously pensive, dull, eager; (n) 
pinning, hankering, craving, desire 

pins: (v) feet, legs, pegs, trotters 
pious: (adj, n, v) devout; (adj, n) 

godly; (adj) religious, holy, saintly, 
devotional, pure, hypocritical, 
devoted, sanctimonious; (adj, v) 
earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impious, sinful, profane, 
blasphemous, irreligious, 
uncommitted, secular, irreverent 

piquancy: (n) pungency, zest, tang, 
flavour, spice, nip, taste, galvanism, 
flavor, bite; (adj) antithesis 

piquant: (adj) peppery, spicy, 
engaging, tasty, salty, strong, sharp, 
gamy; (adj, n) pungent, racy, 
trenchant. ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, 
dull, insipid, faint 

piqued: (adj) irritated, irate, hurt, 
irked, intoxicated, indignant, up in 
arms, in a huff, offended, huffy, 
excited. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unconcerned 

piquing: (adj) crisp 
pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, 

hurler, creamer, container, pail, 
bucket, flagon, tankard 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 

compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 
paltry, pitiable 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, 
sorrily, grievously, sorrowfully, 
dolefully 

pithy: (adj, v) brief, compact; (adj) 
laconic, curt, succinct, short, 
forceful, sententious, meaty; (v) 
dense, close. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bland, lengthy, mild, verbose, 
convoluted 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong 

pitiful: (adj, n) abject; (adj) pathetic, 
lamentable, piteous, contemptible, 
miserable, distressing, mean, 
wretched, poor, sad. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, heartwarming, 
admirable, cheerful, fine, happy, 
impressive 

pitifully: (adv) sadly, piteously, 
wretchedly, sorrily, touchingly, 
distressingly, poorly, meanly, 
movingly, ruefully, woefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
happily 

pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, 
cruel, ruthless, implacable, 
remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, 
heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, charitable, soft, 
compassionate, warmhearted, 
sympathetic, flexible, caring, 
tolerant 

pitted: (adj) pockmarked, alveolate, 
faveolate, cavitied, hollow, rough, 
discolored, cellular, foveate, 
freckled, notched 

pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 
pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
dreary 

plaid: (n) check, tartan, patchwork, 
kirtle, fabric, cloth, cape, tippet; (v) 
mosaic, tesselated; (adj) checked 

plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 
lamentable 

plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated 
planter: (n) husbandman, grower, 

settler, flowerpot, plantation owner, 
sodbuster, colonist, cultivator, 
raiser, plantation, pot. ANTONYM: 
(n) native 

plastered: (adj) drunk, tight, 
intoxicated, pixilated, loaded, 
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soaked, sloshed, smashed, wet, 
inebriated, pissed 

playful: (adj) frisky, humorous, 
kittenish, mischievous, skittish, 
impish, naughty, merry, 
lighthearted, frivolous, frolicsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, 
lethargic, solemn, staid, subdued, 
heavy 

playfulness: (n) mischief, 
impertinence, gaiety, archness, 
friskiness, pertness, merriment, 
humor, impishness; (n, v) play, 
sport. ANTONYM: (n) seriousness 

playmate: (n) friend, chum, 
companion, associate, fellow, 
partner, comrade, pal, buddy, mate, 
familiar 

pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
delightfully, sunnily, genially, 
gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) 
happily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disagreeably, offensively, awfully, 
discordantly, dreadfully, 
shockingly, unkindly, irritably, 
harshly, curtly, nastily 

pleasantness: (n) agreeableness, 
sweetness, niceness, suavity, 
disagreeableness, attractiveness, 
gaiety, kindness, delightfulness, 
geniality, charm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
atrociousness, harshness, 
ghastliness, gruesomeness, 
grumpiness, repulsiveness, 
nastiness, unkindness 

plebeian: (adj) low, vulgar, ignoble, 
humble, coarse, mean; (n) pleb, 
commoner; (adj, n) proletarian; (adj, 
v) ordinary, general. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cultivated, proletarian, 
patrician, refined; (n) aristocrat, 
noble 

plentiful: (adj) opulent, bountiful, 
ample, luxuriant, liberal, copious, 
fruitful, full, abundant, rich, plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) scanty, meager, 
sparse, lacking, insufficient, few, 
infertile 

plodding: (adj) slow, stodgy, heavy, 
hardworking, ponderous, steady; (n) 
persistence, grind, donkeywork, 
drudgery, walking. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dilettante, rapid 

plough: (v) hoe, manure, delve, 
dibble, dig, dress the ground, 
cultivate, turn over, rake, weed, to 
plough 

plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, 
unfeathered, featherless, moulting, 
pilled 

plumage: (n) feather, plume, 

feathering, quill, aftershaft, alula, 
marabou, finery, animal material; 
(adj) plumosity, alular 

plunging: (adv) diving, headlong, 
pitching, headfirst; (adj) precipitous, 
low, plummeting; (n) descent 

poignant: (adj, v) acrid, biting, harsh, 
painful, penetrating, brisk; (adj) 
acute, cutting, moving, affecting; 
(adj, n) piquant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unemotional, cheerful, emotionless 

poise: (n) equilibrium, equanimity, 
composure, assurance, parity, 
bearing, calmness, cool, aplomb; (v) 
hover, brace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, timidity, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, agitation, panic 

poisonous: (adj) toxic, mortal, 
venomous, noxious, malicious, fatal, 
baneful, poison, lethal, viperous, 
mephitic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, benevolent, edible, 
kindhearted 

poking: (n) thrusting, jabbing, jab, 
driving force, dalliance, Phytolacca 
Americana, dig, biff, drive, carrier 
bag, garget 

polarity: (n) polarization, mutual 
opposition, antagonism, polar, sign, 
polarity of a crystal, oppositeness, 
mark, mansion, house, augury 

polity: (n) government, state, 
administration, commonwealth, 
game, civil order, authorities, 
casuistry, country, regime, tactics 

pollute: (adj, v) defile, taint, debase, 
infect, poison, maculate, desecrate; 
(adj, n, v) corrupt; (v) foul, dirty, 
befoul. ANTONYMS: (v) clean, 
purify, respect 

ponderous: (adj) heavy, grave, 
onerous, burdensome, massive, 
unwieldy, bulky, stodgy, hard, 
tedious, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elegant, graceful, lively, brisk, 
manageable 

ponderously: (adv) weightily, 
heavily, gravely, unwieldily, 
cumbrously, slowly, dully, hardly, 
oppressively, stuffily, arduously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) rashly 

popularly: (adv) currently, 
commonly, prevalently, publicly, 
publically, favoritely, universally, 
stylishly, widespreadly, 
customarily, prevailingly 

populous: (adj) multitudinous, 
crowded, densely populated, 
multiple, thick, inhabited, 
numerous, manifold, multiplied; 
(adj, v) teeming; (v) closely packed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited 

porcelain: (v) ceramics, crockery, 
pottery, ceramic ware; (n) 
earthenware, magnetism, figurines, 
purslane, collectibles, bone China 

portal: (n) gate, door, mouth, 
gateway, porch, entry, entrance, 
inlet, portals, entree, lips 

portentous: (adj) fateful, 
extraordinary, pompous, amazing, 
pontifical, prodigious, 
grandiloquent, sinister, unusual, 
foreboding, astonishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
promising 

portentously: (adv) extraordinarily, 
ominously, pretentiously, 
amazingly, haughtily, 
ostentatiously, significantly, 
affectedly, arrogantly, gloomily, 
snobbishly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
favorably 

portly: (adj) plump, stout, corpulent, 
heavy, obese, chubby, fleshy, 
overweight; (adj, adv) burly, stately; 
(adv) plumply. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) thin, slim; (adj) skinny 

portrayed: (adj) pictured, delineated, 
delineate, envisioned, graphic; (adv) 
deceitful, counterfeit coin, 
hypocritical, false, counterfeit 

possessing: (adj) fruitive 
possessor: (n) owner, holder, 

proprietor, householder, occupant, 
landowner, landholder, proprietary, 
somebody, someone, soul 

posterity: (n) race, descendants, 
issue, offspring, descendant, future, 
generation, progeny, breed, 
descendent, spat 

posthumous: (adj) belated, 
behindhand, postmortem, untimely, 
unpunctual, tardy, serotine, slow, 
later, postliminious, backward 

potency: (n) force, might, efficacy, 
effectiveness, strength, ability, 
power, energy, intensity, potence, 
vigor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
powerlessness, weakness 

poultry: (n) chicken, fowl, hen, 
domestic fowl, bird, Guinea, cochin, 
dove, fowls, capon, chick 

poverty-stricken: (adj) destitute, 
indigent, needy, miserable, 
penniless, squalid, depressed, bad 
off, impoverished, shabby 

powerfully: (adv) strongly, potently, 
vigorously, puissantly, effectively, 
forcefully, robustly, intensely, 
violently, hardily, firmly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gently, faintly, 
powerlessly, slightly, mildly, feebly, 
ineffectively, loosely, calmly 
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praiseworthy: (adj, v) laudable; (adj) 
admirable, meritorious, worthy, 
creditable, good, deserving, 
honorable, applaudable, exemplary; 
(adj, n) excellent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blameworthy, disgraceful, 
despicable, dishonorable, poor, 
unworthy 

praying: (n) prayer 
precaution: (n) foresight, care, 

prevention, discretion, anticipation, 
caution, circumspection, prudence, 
safeguard, protection; (adj) 
precautionary 

precinct: (n) region, area, limit, 
bound, frontier, boundary, 
neighborhood, confines, border, 
neighbourhood, compass 

precincts: (n) entourage, arena, 
outskirts, neighbourhood, walk, 
neighborhood, proximity, 
surroundings, vicinity, limitations, 
suburbs 

precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop 

precipitous: (adj) abrupt, sharp, 
precipitate, perpendicular, sheer, 
headlong, hasty, sudden, 
precipitant; (adj, v) steep, high. 
ANTONYM: (adj) flat 

precursor: (n) harbinger, herald, 
messenger, predecessor, antecedent, 
indication, ancestor, sign, forebear, 
omen, leader. ANTONYM: (n) 
successor 

predicament: (n) dilemma, fix, plight, 
crisis, difficulty, mess, quandary, 
case, category, impasse; (n, v) 
condition 

predisposition: (n) bias, leaning, 
predilection, proclivity, inclination, 
propensity, tendency, turn, 
disposition, diathesis, partiality 

preface: (n, v) prelude, preamble, 
proem; (n) beginning, introduction, 
preliminary, exordium, overture; (v) 
introduce, precede, premise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) addendum, 
conclusion, postscript 

prefigure: (n, v) foreshow; (v) 
betoken, foreshadow, foretell, 
portend, bespeak, forecast, predict, 
prophesy, indicate, bode 

prelusive: (adj) preparatory, 
preludious, prelusory 

premeditation: (n) predetermination, 
predestination, provision, 
preparation, purpose, aforethought, 
predeliberation, forecast, 
preordination, foresight, planning 

preordained: (adj) predestined, 

bound, bound to happen, certain, 
destined, fated, inexorable, 
unavoidable, inescapable 

preparatory: (adj, v) preparative; 
(adj) introductory, preceding, 
propaedeutic, prefatory, initial, 
precedent, opening, antecedent; (n) 
preparation, prior. ANTONYM: 
(adj) final 

preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, 
ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible 

prescriptive: (adj) customary, 
immemorial, accustomed, 
traditional; (v) presumptive 

presentiment: (n) premonition, 
hunch, apprehension, feeling, 
foreboding, anticipation, intuition, 
boding, suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) 
omen 

presentment: (n) performance, 
exhibition, demonstration, 
representation, portrayal, 
indictment, notification, statement, 
depiction, true bill, description 

preservative: (adj) protective, 
conservative, defensive, 
conservational; (n) preserver, 
preserving agent, antiseptic, 
chemical compound, brine; (adj, n) 
additive 

preserves: (n) conserve, jam, 
chowchow, conserves, jelly, 
marmalade, canned food, confiture, 
European federation of importers of 
dried fruit, preserved food, apple 
butter 

preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, 
command, control, direct, rule, 
moderate, guide, chair, preside over 

presuming: (adj) forward, arrogant, 
insolent, familiar, overconfident, 
conceited, assuming, rash, brash, 
pretentious, confident 

pretence: (n) deceit, pretext, 
dissimulation, pretense, affectation, 
falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
bluff, appearance, pretension 

pretensions: (n) airs, affected 
manner, mannerism 

preternaturally: (adv) supernaturally, 
irregularly, transcendentally, 
extraordinarily, occultly, 
abnormally, strangely, outlandishly, 
uncannily, miraculously 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, 
color, pretence, mask, plea, guise, 
sham, appearance; (n, v) excuse, 

cloak 
prettily: (adv) beautifully, 

charmingly, pleasantly, 
handsomely, finely, neatly, 
gracefully, picturesquely, elegantly, 
delightfully, pleasingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unattractively, 
unpleasantly 

prevailingly: (adv) rifely, principally, 
predominantly, overridingly, 
usually, influentially, rulingly, 
widespreadly, generally, 
preponderantly, conventionally 

prick: (n, v) puncture, stab, cock, 
twinge, spur, bite; (v) impale, pierce, 
needle; (n) Dick, pricking 

primer: (n) fuze, fuse, ground, 
detonator, grammar, priming, 
igniter, textbook, undercoat, fusee, 
flat coat 

primeval: (adj) primitive, ancient, 
primordial, aboriginal, primal, 
original, primary, first, primaeval, 
prehistoric, antediluvian. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
contemporary, factual 

princedom: (n) rank, Cambria, 
demesne, land, Cambrian, domain, 
welsh 

princely: (adj, v) August, grand, 
great, lordly, dignified, stately; (adj) 
generous, munificent, majestic, 
magnificent, gorgeous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) ungenerous 

principality: (n) princedom, empire, 
realm, protectorate, sphere of 
influence, duchy, principate, 
sovereignty, area, satrapy, Cambria 

pristine: (adj) original, primordial, 
primeval, primary, pure, clean, 
ancient, fresh, former, old, first. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) used, torn, 
tattered, ragged, decrepit, shabby, 
flawed, soiled, dirty 

privy: (adj) confidential, covert, 
personal, clandestine, ulterior, 
occult, latent, secret; (n) outhouse, 
lavatory, loo 

probationary: (adj) experimental, 
trial, probative, probatory, 
probational, conditional, doubtful, 
provisionary, provisional; (adj, v) 
tentative; (v) empirical 

proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 
affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, 
adv, v) going on 

procure: (v) get, obtain, buy, earn, 
win, gain, have, purchase, induce, 
derive, find. ANTONYM: (v) give 

prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, 
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huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) 
monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, 
tiny, weak 

prodigiously: (adv) astonishingly, 
enormously, immensely, vastly, 
marvelously, exceptionally, 
colossally, largely, wonderfully, 
hugely, tremendously 

profess: (v) assert, feign, affirm, 
avow, state, pretend, claim, confess, 
allege, aver; (n, v) protest. 
ANTONYM: (v) repress 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, 
feigned, so-called, purported 

proffering: (n) bidding, oblation 
profligate: (adj) debauched, lavish, 

corrupt, extravagant, immoral, 
wasteful, abandoned; (adj, n) 
prodigal, licentious, spendthrift, 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) frugal, 
upright, moral, economical, 
parsimonious, sensible, cautious, 
innocent 

profoundness: (n) deepness, 
abstruseness, reconditeness, 
profundity, abstrusity, astuteness, 
sapience, wisdom, obscurity, 
perspicacity, penetrating 
knowledge. ANTONYM: (n) 
superficiality 

profundity: (n) deepness, 
profoundness, abstruseness, 
penetration, wisdom, obscurity, 
astuteness, abstrusity, erudition; 
(adj) profound, extensive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) superficiality, 
banality, flippancy, height, 
mildness, simplicity 

profusion: (n) opulence, abundance, 
prodigality, plenty, excess, 
cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj) 
amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity 

progenitor: (n) ancestor, father, 
forerunner, antecedent, ascendant, 
forebear, forefather, primogenitor, 
genitor, parent, forbear 

progenitors: (n) lineage 
progeny: (n) posterity, child, 

children, family, lineage, successor, 
seed; (n, v) issue, breed, brood, 
generation 

projecting: (adj) projected, 
protruding, jutting, protrusive, 
pendent; (adj, v) overhanging, 
jutting over, salient; (v) beetling, 

protuberant, convex 
prolixity: (n) verbosity, verbiage, 

flatulence, prolixness, verbalization, 
lengthiness, verboseness, 
diffuseness, copiousness, length, 
circumlocution. ANTONYM: (n) 
conciseness 

prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stop, cancel, curtail, quit 

prolongation: (n, v) protraction; (n) 
continuance, extension, elongation, 
production, lengthening, 
perpetuation, length, maintenance, 
lengthiness, duration 

prolonging: (adj) delaying, 
continuing; (n) continuation, 
perseverance 

prominently: (adj, adv) 
outstandingly, markedly, famously, 
egregiously; (adv) eminently, 
notably, saliently, strikingly, clearly, 
protrudingly, remarkably 

pronounce: (v) articulate, declare, 
affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize, 
proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) 
deliver, utter. ANTONYM: (v) 
mumble 

propensity: (n) proclivity, leaning, 
disposition, bias, bent, aptitude, 
aptness, proneness, predisposition, 
predilection, penchant. ANTONYM: 
(n) inability 

prophecy: (n) oracle, augury, 
prognostication, forecast, 
vaticination, prevision, prediction, 
prognosis, omen, revelation, 
foreboding 

prophet: (n) augur, oracle, 
vaticinator, seer, predictor, diviner, 
forecaster, visionary, foreteller, 
priest, clairvoyant 

prophetic: (adj) oracular, mantic, 
prophetical, prognostic, visionary, 
biblical, vaticinal, sibylline, 
foreshadowing, fatidical, pythonic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unprophetic, 
unimaginative 

propinquity: (n) nearness, 
neighborhood, vicinity, adjacency, 
closeness, relationship, kinship, 
presence, neighbourhood, 
immediacy, likeness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) distance, remoteness 

propitiatory: (adj) conciliatory, 
conciliative, expiative, propitiative, 
apologetic 

propped: (adj) fulcrate 
proprietorship: (n) property, 

proprietary, possession, tenure, 

demesne, title, holding, lordship, 
monopoly 

propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 
correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 
unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency 

prostrate: (adj, v) prone, exhaust, 
level, fatigue; (v) fell, overwhelm, 
overcome, floor, overthrow; (adj) 
deject, knock down. ANTONYM: 
(adj) upright 

protruded: (adj) extant, outstanding 
proverbially: (adv) commonly, 

famedly, famously, legendarily, 
notoriously 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

provident: (adj) prudent, frugal, 
sparing, economical, farsighted, 
cautious, careful, parsimonious, 
sagacious, wise; (v) precautionary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) foolish 

provocation: (n) challenge, 
aggravation, exasperation, 
incitement, instigation, annoyance, 
excitement, stimulation, affront, 
incentive, defiance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) conciliation, arbitration, 
deterrent, disincentive, pleasure 

provocative: (n) incentive, stimulus, 
goad, fillip, irritant; (adj) exciting, 
irritating, stimulating, defiant, 
incendiary, provoking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conciliatory, 
modest, calming, unprovocative, 
soothing, dull, courteous 

prowess: (n) bravery, valor, art, 
heroism, proficiency, mastery, 
expertise, gallantry, intrepidity, 
chivalry, skill. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inability, ineptitude 

proximate: (adj) close, immediate, 
next, approximate, proximal, direct, 
nearby, contiguous, adjacent; (adj, v) 
subsequent; (v) consequent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ultimate, distant 

prudently: (adv) wisely, cautiously, 
judiciously, discreetly, shrewdly, 
sparingly, charily, sagaciously, 
warily, frugally, circumspectly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) recklessly, 
imprudently, extravagantly, 
generously, indiscreetly, 
immaturely, stupidly 

prying: (adj) inquisitive, 

  



Nathaniel Hawthorne 369

meddlesome, nosy, inquiring, nosey, 
intrusive, busy, snoopy; (n) 
nosiness, curiosity; (adj, n) 
meddling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apathetic; (n) apathy 

psalm: (n) hymn, chant, psalmody, 
anthem, song, Salm; (v) sing 

puddle: (n, v) plash; (n) pond, lake, 
slop, lough, mere, loch, lin; (v) 
muddle, make, addle 

puff: (adj, n, v) gasp; (n, v) blow, 
whiff, gust, drag; (v) boast, inflate, 
huff, heave, brag, distend 

puffed: (adj) puff, bloated, distended, 
puffy, tumid, turgid, swell, 
breathless, bepuffed, overflowing, 
out of breath 

punctilious: (adj) meticulous, 
ceremonious, formal, correct, exact, 
punctual, nice, accurate, careful, 
stiff, fastidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
easygoing, sloppy 

purge: (v) clean, expurgate, eradicate, 
clear, scour, remove, purify, make 
clean, liquidate; (n) catharsis, 
purification. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
binge; (v) rehabilitate, castigate 

purging: (n) purge, catharsis, 
purgation, cleaning, cleanup, 
purification, clearing, katharsis, 
abreaction; (adj) purifying, 
purgatorial 

purified: (adj) refined, clean, pure, 
cleared, cleaned, cleansed, corrected, 
chastened, sublimated, sanitary, 
pured 

purifying: (adj) purging, purgatorial, 
antiseptic, expurgatory, ablutionary, 
remedial; (v) cathartic, abstergent; 
(n) purification 

puritan: (adj) blue, puritanic, 
puritanical, Methodist, formalist, 
religionist; (n) precisian, devotee, 
sanyasi, yogi; (v) coquette 

puritanic: (adj) blue, puritanical, 
straitlaced, naughty, patrician, grim, 
exaggeratedly proper, low, gentle, 
gamy, juicy 

puritanism: (n) precisianism, 
bibliolatry, hyperorthodoxy, 
austerity, Sabbatarianism 

purport: (n, v) aim, amount; (n) 
intent, drift, intention, meaning, 
end, effect, design; (v) mean, 
propose 

purported: (adj) ostensible, 
pretended, supposed, nominal, so-
called 

quaff: (v) drink, gulp, swig, guzzle, 
drain, sup, sip, swill, swallow, 
carouse; (n) potation 

quails: (n) grouse, brush turkeys, 

chickens, curassows, family 
Phasianidae, Galliformes, hoatzins, 
order Galliformes, partridges, 
Phasianidae 

quaint: (adj) odd, funny, picturesque, 
comical, fanciful, curious, 
whimsical, strange, queer, peculiar, 
droll. ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
ordinary, dull 

quake: (n) earthquake; (n, v) tremor, 
tremble, shudder, shake; (adj, n, v) 
shiver; (v) quail, flutter, flicker, 
vibrate, fluctuate 

queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 
funny, curious, gay, peculiar, 
strange, quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well 

quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, 
slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, 
destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, 
chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, 
light 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited, 
proscribed, put out 

quenching: (n) extinguishing, 
extinction, quench, dampen out, 
cooling, chilling, extermination, 
stamp out, hardening, appeasement, 
deactivation 

questionable: (adj) arguable, 
debatable, fishy, equivocal, 
suspicious, uncertain, doubtful, 
moot, controversial, disputable; (adj, 
v) fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unquestionable, indisputable, 
certain, irrefutable, trustworthy, 
acknowledged, plausible, 
unambiguous, conclusive, strong, 
reputable 

quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 
passionate, intoxicated 

quickness: (n) celerity, expedition, 
promptness, alacrity, agility, speed, 
dispatch, dexterity, fleetness, hurry, 
readiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awkwardness, delay, ineptness 

quiescent: (adj) dormant, calm, 
passive, inert, immovable, serene, 
immobile, latent, placid, stationary, 
quiet. ANTONYM: (adj) active 

quietude: (n) quietness, calmness, 
peace, composure, placidity, 
tranquility, repose, serenity, 
tranquillity, hush, silence 

quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 

quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady 

quoth: (v) quod 
racket: (n) noise, din, disturbance, 

commotion, uproar; (n, v) hubbub, 
riot; (v) fuss, bustle, brawl, clutter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence, peace 

radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance, 
luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, n) 
brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
darkness, gloominess 

rafter: (n) balk, girder, timber, 
raftsman, joist, baulk, summer, 
trave, Travis, transom, lintel 

railroad: (n) railway, railway system, 
tram road, tramway, rails, doctrine; 
(v) dragoon, push, coerce, bully, 
dispatch 

rainy: (adj) moist, pluvial, damp, 
pluvious, stormy, juicy, dirty, 
soppy, raining, drizzly; (adj, v) 
showery. ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

rake: (n, v) tilt; (adj, v) comb; (v) hoe, 
harrow, graze, draw, plow; (n) 
debauchee, roue, slant, blood. 
ANTONYM: (v) glance 

ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 
wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle 

rampant: (adj, v) rife; (adj) wild, 
raging, luxuriant, unchecked, 
prevailing, rank, boisterous, 
exuberant, furious, irrepressible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) contained, 
controlled, mild, rare, sparse 

ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, 
graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
hierarchic 

ransacked: (adj) plundered, pillaged, 
emptier, despoiled, empty 

ransacking: (n) rummage, hunting, 
depredation, digging 

rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
promptness, dispatch, celerity, 
haste, velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: 
(n) tardiness 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, 
v) passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair 

rapturous: (adj) overjoyed, 
enraptured, rapt, delighted, 
rhapsodic, blissful; (adj, v) 
ravishing; (v) ardent, passionate, 
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fond, erotic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
down 

rattle: (n, v) jingle, jangle, clatter; (n) 
click, clang, clack; (v) bang, confuse, 
shake, patter, disconcert 

rattled: (adj) hot and bothered, 
perturbed, upset, unsettled, 
puzzled, disconcerted, 
discomposed, bewildered, beside 
oneself, abashed, addled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) calm 

rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, 
spanking, merry; (adv) very, real 

ravish: (v) charm, enrapture, rape, 
violate, delight, captivate, defile, 
deflower, force, transport, enchant. 
ANTONYM: (v) disenchant 

razor: (adj, n) straight razor; (adj) 
knife, cutlery, edge tool, penknife; 
(n) electric razor, shaver, safety 
razor, electric shaver, rasour; (v) 
epilate 

ready-made: (adj) reach-me-down, 
trite 

realizing: (n) thought 
reappearance: (n) emersion, 

recurrence, repetition, resurrection, 
homecoming, reanimation, 
comeback, egress, restoration, 
revival, reproduction 

rebuke: (n, v) reprimand, rebuff, 
reproach, chide, blame, reproof, 
lecture, check; (v) castigate, berate; 
(n) admonition. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
praise, compliment; (v) commend, 
acknowledge, approve; (n) approval 

receptacle: (n) box, holder, case, 
torus, can, outlet, pocket, pyx, 
beehive, cuspidor, pix 

recess: (n) niche, pause, intermission, 
holiday, nook, vacation, hollow, 
alcove, interval, interruption; (n, v) 
break. ANTONYM: (n) continuation 

recklessly: (adv) rashly, carelessly, 
imprudently, hastily, heedlessly, 
negligently, foolhardily, 
inattentively, wildly, wantonly, 
neglectfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
prudently, responsibly, calmly, 
discreetly, sensibly, cautiously 

recklessness: (n, v) imprudence; (n) 
rashness, carelessness, desperation, 
extravagance, heedlessness, 
negligence, temerity, adventurism, 
audacity, neglect. ANTONYMS: (n) 
care, carefulness, consideration, 
forethought, parsimony, 
deliberation, discretion, regard, 
restraint, thoughtfulness 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 

liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation 

reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 
claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard 

recluse: (n) hermit, anchoret, solitary, 
ascetic, eremite, loner, troglodyte; 
(adj) reclusive, secluded, cloistered, 
withdrawn. ANTONYM: (n) native 

recognizing: (v) recognize, 
acknowledge, recognise; (adj) 
conscious, respectful; (n) 
observation 

recollect: (v) recall, remember, 
recognize, call to mind, remind, 
mind, think, call up, reminisce, 
refresh, retrieve. ANTONYM: (v) 
forget 

recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, 
memento, memorial, 
commemoration, memoir, retrospect 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 
indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled 

recondite: (adj) esoteric, deep, occult, 
hidden, mysterious, obscure, 
concealed, profound, dark, cryptic; 
(adj, v) secret. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, straightforward, simple, 
mainstream 

recounted: (adj) narrative 
recounting: (n) narration, relation, 

recital, narrative, tale, story, 
notification, practice, recitation, 
relating, unfolding 

rectify: (v) amend, improve, better, 
adjust, refine, reform, mend, emend, 
remedy, redress; (adj, v) straighten 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease 

recurring: (adj) frequent, intermittent, 
cyclic, periodic, periodical, repeated, 
repetitive, customary, accustomed, 
memorable, chronic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irregular, intermittent, 
spasmodic, unusual, rare, occasional 

reddening: (n) flush, rubescence; (v) 
redden 

redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed 
redound: (v) tend, conduce, reflect, 

dominate, accrue, bear on, prevail, 
bear upon; (adj) conducive; (n, v) 
result 

reecho: (v) reverberate, iterate, echo, 
do like, reproduce, repeat, redouble, 
surrebound, reword, reiterate 

reel: (n, v) coil, roll; (v) waver, rock, 
stagger, totter, spin, teeter, falter; (n) 
bobbin, spool 

refinement: (n) culture, cultivation, 
purification, gentility, polish, finish, 
civilization, nicety, courtesy, grace; 
(adj, n) elegance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, adulteration, tackiness, 
uncouthness, tastelessness, 
inelegance, coarseness, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, crudeness 

refining: (n) purification, 
decontamination, cleansing, nuance, 
nicety, polish, processing; (v) clarify, 
refine, explain; (adj) educating 

reformed: (adj) improved, corrected, 
unorthodox, altered 

refraining: (n) forbearance, 
abstaining, austerity, denial, 
mildness, abstention, no vote, 
nonparticipation, lenity; (adj) 
austere 

refreshing: (adj) bracing, 
invigorating, refreshful, pleasant, 
fresh, cool, refresh, refreshingly, 
crisp, tonic, pleasing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcome, soporific, tiring, 
relaxing, musty 

regaining: (n) regain, clawback, 
proceeds, payoff, paying back, 
reappearance, indemnity, issue, 
recapture, recurrence, redress. 
ANTONYM: (n) loss 

regretful: (adj) penitent, sorry, 
apologetic, remorseful, nostalgic, 
bad, sad, melancholy, repentant, 
unhappy, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyful, unremorseful, glad, 
satisfied 

regularity: (n) constancy, evenness, 
punctuality, orderliness, uniformity, 
steadiness, method, accuracy, 
discipline, system, exactness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lateness, 
asymmetry, irregularity, disorder, 
variability, variety, abnormality 

regulating: (adj) regulatory, 
controlling, changeable, restrictive; 
(n) regulation, limitation, 
indexation, adjustment, ordinance, 
autoregulation, regularisation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fixed 
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reigning: (adj) regnant, predominant, 
overruling, reign, sovereign, 
controlling, royal, dominant, 
ascendant, prevalent, chief 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain 

relenting: (n) capitulation, surrender 
relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel, 

inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, 
merciless, grim, obdurate, 
persistent, unrelenting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, lenient, 
merciful, finite, soft, sporadic, feeble 

relentlessly: (adv) ruthlessly, 
remorselessly, mercilessly, 
unyieldingly, pitilessly, brutally, 
persistently, strictly, callously, 
severely, sternly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) gently, sporadically, 
intermittently 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera 

relinquish: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
leave, cede, quit, renounce, give up, 
discard, disclaim, yield, desert. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, accept, 
continue, enforce, acquire 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, 
memorial, recall, relic, monument, 
keepsake, reminiscence, recognition; 
(adj, n) memento 

remembrancer: (n) memento, 
amanuensis, babu, keepsake, relic, 
remembrance, memorial, reminder, 
flapper, custos rotulorum, 
bookkeeper 

remembrances: (adj) abord, devoir, 
respects, welcome; (n) remembrance 

reminiscence: (n) memory, recall, 
recollection, anamnesis, memoir, 
nostalgia, mind, recollections, 
retrospect, memorial, memento 

reminiscences: (n) memoirs 
remit: (adj, v) relax, acquit, loose, 

loosen; (v) defer, dispatch, pardon, 
forgive, mitigate, forward; (adj) 
exempt. ANTONYM: (v) receive 

remittance: (n) remission, allowance, 
fee, pay, remitment, remittal, remit, 
toll, compensation, repayment, 
transfer 

remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, 
residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
trace, oddment, balance, stub 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 

compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness 

remorseless: (adj) merciless, 
relentless, cruel, unmerciful, brutal, 
callous, unrelenting, ruthless, 
inexorable, inhuman, heartless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) merciful, 
compassionate, gentle, kind, 
tolerant, unrelenting 

remotely: (adv) slightly, afar, far, far 
away, secludedly, removedly, 
smally, slimly, widely, coolly, 
coldly. ANTONYMS: (adv) closely, 
warmly, nearby 

remoteness: (n) aloofness, 
detachment, farawayness, remotion, 
loneliness, longinquity, reserve, 
abstraction, separation, 
standoffishness; (adj, n) farness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
accessibility, inclusion, friendliness, 
closeness, approachability 

remoter: (adj) ulterior, further, more 
distant 

remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, 
endmost, extreme, last, utmost 

rendering: (n) interpretation, 
translation, rendition, reading, 
representation, version, interpreting, 
depiction, execution, construction, 
explanation 

renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
restore, refresh, refurbish, 
modernize, revive, overhaul, 
reinstate, reiterate, mend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing 

renovation: (n) restoration, renewal, 
recovery, reconstruction, 
refurbishment, improvement, 
alteration, innovation, conversion, 
repair, reform 

renown: (n, v) fame; (n) glory, 
distinction, eminence, notoriety, 
kudos, name, popularity, prestige, 
prominence, honor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) infamy, commonness; (adj) 
anonymity 

repaired: (adj) reconditioned, 
maintained, mended, fastened, 
serviced, intent, frozen, flat, 
serviceable 

reparation: (n) redress, recompense, 
atonement, indemnity, correction, 
restoration; (n, v) indemnification, 
compensation, repair, remuneration, 
restitution 

repelling: (adj) offensive, repellant, 
repellent, loathsome, disgusting, 

repel, severe, repulsion, powerful, 
wicked, yucky 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, 
bemoan, feel remorse, grieve, be 
sorry 

repentant: (adj) contrite, remorseful, 
regretful, sorry, apologetic, 
ashamed, compunctious, penitential, 
rueful, humble, doing penance. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impenitent, 
unremorseful, glad 

repetitions: (n) iteration, reiteration, 
iterance 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

repress: (v) inhibit, crush, quash, 
control, suppress, put down, bridle, 
keep down, subdue, restrain, 
reduce. ANTONYMS: (v) declare, 
liberate, incite 

reprobate: (adj, n) profligate, 
miscreant; (adj) depraved, immoral, 
corrupt, dissolute; (v) censure, 
condemn, reproach; (adj, v) 
perverted; (n) scoundrel 

reproducing: (adj) fruitful, fecund 
repugnance: (n) horror, hatred, 

antipathy, inconsistency, repulsion, 
nausea, revulsion, loathing, 
detestation, aversion, hate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasantness, love, 
attractiveness, adoration, liking 

reputed: (adj) supposed, renowned, 
famous, conjectural, assumed, 
famed, eminent, prominent, alleged, 
well-known, distinguished. 
ANTONYM: (adj) known 

requisite: (n) need, necessity, 
requirement, must; (adj, n) 
necessary, prerequisite; (adj) 
required, mandatory, needful, 
compulsory, obligatory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) voluntary, 
optional, dispensable; (n) 
inessential, luxury 

requital: (n) amends, recompense, 
retribution, reprisal, return, reward, 
repayment, payment, reckoning, 
pay; (n, v) guerdon 

resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) 
analogous, parallel, similar, 
conformable, approximate, 
semblative, other, probable; (prep) 
similar to, reminiscent of. 
ANTONYM: (prep) unlike 

resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
take offense, take umbrage, take 
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exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 
welcome, wish, accept 

resentful: (adj) angry, indignant, 
malicious, resent, embittered, 
rancorous, envious, jealous, 
offended, hurt, mad. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) resigned, unresentful, willing, 
sweet, pleased 

residing: (adj) residentiary, situated, 
permanently fixed, placed, 
residential, located 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, 
hesitant, undecided 

resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 
decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 
unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, indecisively, 
uncertainly, feebly, hesitantly, 
aimlessly 

respectability: (n) reputation, 
propriety, reputability, decorum, 
honesty, honourableness, gentility, 
dignity, repute, politeness; (adj) 
respectableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
decadence, indecency, immorality 

respectful: (adj) deferential, 
mannerly, dutiful, courteous, 
attentive, obedient, reverential, 
regardful, reverent, polite, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheeky, 
impudent, insolent, rude, 
contemptuous, disobedient, 
scornful, nasty, sneering, irreverent, 
impolite 

respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 
apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
(adj) relative, not absolute, 
pertaining, referring, loving 

respiration: (n) breathing, breath, 
breathe, aspiration, respire, 
inspiration, wind, breathing place, 
periodic breathing, panting, 
exercising 

restitution: (n) restoration, return, 
reparation, recompense, refund, 
amends, redress, atonement, 
repayment, regeneration, 
renovation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abolition, decline 

restrain: (adj, v) confine; (v) control, 
rein, hold, curb, bind, contain, 
prevent, limit, repress; (n, v) check. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, unleash, impel, release, 

intensify, increase, free, extend, 
express, support 

restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, 
modest, temperate, discreet, limited, 
reasonable, subdued, unemotional, 
reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrestrained, open, flashy, 
immoral, ostentatious, wild, loud, 
theatrical, outgoing, extravagant, 
emotional 

resurrection: (n) renewal, rebirth, 
revival, regeneration, restoration, 
resurgence, reanimation, restitution, 
renaissance, resumption, 
resuscitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
disappearance 

resuscitation: (n) revival, 
resurrection, resurgence, 
reanimation, revitalisation, 
revitalization, reviction, 
revivification, recovery, 
reappearance 

retentiveness: (n) retention, memory, 
keeping, computer memory, faculty, 
holding, impermeableness, lien, 
memory board, mental faculty, 
module 

retiring: (adj) humble, diffident, 
bashful, reserved, unassuming, 
unobtrusive, timid, coy, shy, 
sheepish, meek. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, bold, outgoing, forward, 
incoming, arrogant, brash, sociable 

retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people 
retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 

back 
retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, 

penalty, punishment, requital, 
repayment, recompense, reward, 
revenge, retaliation, restitution. 
ANTONYM: (n) reward 

retrieve: (v) recover, rescue, reclaim, 
recoup, obtain, get, redeem, get 
back, recuperate, renew, resume. 
ANTONYMS: (v) award, forget 

revel: (n, v) frolic; (v) drink, celebrate, 
exult, wallow, rejoice, bask, riot; (n) 
carousal, orgy; (adj) luxuriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mourn; (n) 
mourning 

reverberating: (adj) resounding, 
reverberant, ringing, resonating, 
deep, rumbling, muted, 
reverberative, booming, rolling, dull 

reverberation: (n) echo, rebound, 
noise, peal, replication, reaction, 
recoil, boom, reflectivity; (n, v) 
reflection; (v) reflexion. ANTONYM: 
(n) silence 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 

awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor 

reverential: (adj, v) deferential; (adj) 
reverent, dutiful, solemn, pious, 
devotional, devout, obedient, godly, 
religious; (v) decorous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) irreverent 

reverie: (n) dream, fantasy, air castle, 
brown study, revery, trance, 
abstraction, castle in Spain, castle in 
the air; (adj) preoccupation, 
distraction. ANTONYM: (n) reality 

reversing: (n) overturning, 
renversement, cancellation 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 
recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing 

revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, 
vertiginous, rotary, gyratory, 
wheeling, rotative, rotatory, 
rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve 

rheumatic: (adj) rheumatoid, creaky, 
arthrodynic, creaking, decrepit, 
palsied, stiff; (n) sufferer, 
rheumatism, diseased person 

rhyme: (n) poetry, verse, poem, song, 
alliteration, numbers, rhythm; (n, v) 
rime, measure; (v) poetize, versify 

ribbons: (n) cavesson, hackamore, 
jaquima, lines, streamer, streamers, 
ticker tape, paper chain, decoration, 
decorations, bunting 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, 
plenty, prosperity, exuberance, 
treasure, resources; (v) gold 

richly: (adv) wealthily, copiously, 
opulently, lavishly, abundantly, 
sumptuously, affluently, profusely, 
amply, plentifully, fully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
poorly, simply, barely 

richness: (adj, n) opulence, 
abundance, affluence, riches; (n) 
fruitfulness, profusion, fecundity, 
fullness, luxury, exuberance, 
cornucopia. ANTONYMS: (n) 
infertility, poverty, narrowness, 
shabbiness, weakness, bareness 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 
sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation 

ridicule: (n, v) laugh at, deride, 
banter, insult, taunt, scorn, scoff; (n) 
derision, mockery; (adj, n) irony; (v) 
jeer. ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, 
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respect; (v) approve; (n) approval, 
admiration 

ridiculously: (adv) absurdly, 
preposterously, idiotically, silly, 
stupidly, farcically, nonsensically, 
laughably, comically, derisorily, 
foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
impressively, solemnly, sensitively, 
rationally 

rift: (n, v) breach, fissure, split; (n) 
gap, break, chasm, crack, crevice, 
cleft, misunderstanding, rupture. 
ANTONYM: (n) unity 

rigadoon: (n) hop, reel, saraband, 
bolero, hornpipe 

rightful: (adj) right, lawful, just, 
justifiable, proper, legal, equitable, 
licit, real, genuine, true. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wrongful, 
illegal, unlawful, fake 

rightfully: (adv) lawfully, 
legitimately, legally, justifiably, 
duly, correctly, properly, 
deservedly, righteously, fairly, 
rightly. ANTONYM: (adv) unduly 

rigidity: (n) firmness, inflexibility, 
rigor, hardness, stiffness, rigour, 
inflexibleness, tension, rigidness, 
severity, inelasticity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) malleability, pliability, softness, 
limpness, looseness, relaxation, 
cooperation, weakness 

rigidly: (adv) severely, sternly, 
strictly, firmly, stringently, 
unbendingly, rigorously, 
uncompromisingly, stubbornly, 
unyieldingly, strongly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) loosely, 
amenably 

ripen: (v) grow, ripe, age, season, 
fructify, elaborate, cultivate; (adj, v) 
maturate; (n) maturation; (adj) 
perfect, bring to perfection 

ripeness: (n, v) readiness; (n) 
maturation, matureness, 
mellowness, perfection, fruition, 
lusciousness, succulence, full 
development; (v) preparedness, 
ripen. ANTONYMS: (n) greenness, 
dryness 

rivulet: (n) stream, creek, streamlet, 
brook, arroyo, brooklet, rillet, 
runnel, watercourse, gill, river 

roadside: (n) verge, shoulder, border, 
edge, margin 

roast: (v) burn, grill, bake, joke, heat, 
quiz, fry, cook, scorch; (n, v) 
ridicule; (n) joint. ANTONYMS: (v) 
cool, praise 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked 
robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, 

fleeced, borrowed, bereft 

robe: (n, v) dress, array, vest, garb, 
apparel; (v) clothe, attire, rig; (n) 
gown, cloak, garment 

robins: (n) finches, Passeriformes, 
order Passeriformes 

romancer: (n) visionary, idealist, 
romancist 

roofed: (adj) testudinated, arched. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) roofless, 
exposed, open 

roominess: (n) commodiousness, 
spaciousness, bigness, airiness, 
largeness, convenience, habitability 

roomy: (adj, n) capacious; (adj) broad, 
extensive, large, commodious, 
ample, voluminous, expansive, big, 
rangy, comprehensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) small, narrow, 
airless, tiny, tight 

roost: (adj, v) lodge, reside, stay, 
abide, dwell, inhabit, live; (v) rest, 
settle; (n) henroost, resort 

rosebud: (n) girl, fille 
rosebush: (n) Roser 
rosewood: (n) wood, tree, rosewood 

tree, club, caviuna wood, amboyna 
rosy: (adj) hopeful, blooming, 

optimistic, auspicious, promising, 
bright, roseate, ruddy, fortunate, 
flushed, pink. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, depressing, hopeless, 
unpromising 

ruddy: (adj) cherry, rubicund, rosy, 
flushed, florid, sanguine, reddish, 
glowing, blooming, crimson; (adj, 
adv) blushing 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
acceptably, gently 

rudeness: (n) disrespect, audacity, 
insolence, impudence, discourtesy, 
incivility, effrontery, bad manners, 
impoliteness, impropriety, 
primitiveness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
civility, refinement, propriety, 
courteousness, courtesy, decency, 
respect, diplomacy, praise, 
thoughtfulness, gentleness 

ruff: (n, v) ruffle, trump, disturbance; 
(n) collar, neckband, fraise, blacktail, 
choker, neck ruff, sandpiper; (v) 
crossruff 

ruffianly: (adj) atrocious, brutal, 
ruffianlike, ruffianish, physically 
toughened, hard, bad, violent; (adv) 
brutally, blackguardly, abusive 

ruffs: (n) Philomachus 

ruinous: (adj) harmful, baleful, 
disastrous, calamitous, injurious, 
deleterious, dilapidated, blasting, 
baneful, pernicious; (adj, n) 
subversive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beneficial, fortunate, harmless 

rumble: (n, v) murmur, roll, roar, 
grumble, mutter, bang, brawl, 
sound; (v) growl; (n) peal, noise 

rumbling: (adj, n) grumbling; (n) 
grumble, noise, boom, thunder, roll, 
roar; (adj) hollow, low; (v) 
bombination, berloque 

rumor: (n) hearsay, talk, news; (n, v) 
gossip, fame, buzz, bruit, noise, 
rumour; (v) repute, reputation. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

russet: (adj, n) auburn; (adj) tan, dun, 
drab, leaden, livid, pearly, dingy, 
brunette, bay, russety 

rust: (v) corrode, eat, oxidise, tarnish, 
oxidize, gnaw; (n) decay, corrosion, 
fungus, oxidation; (adj) rusty 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 
rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 
countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
town, urbane, cultured, city, 
sophisticated 

rustle: (n, v) whisper; (v) lift, buzz, 
steal, pilfer, whiz, pinch, abstract, 
thieve, purloin; (n) rustling 

rustling: (n) rustle, whispering, 
whisper, larceny; (adj) murmurous, 
susurrous, active, soughing 

rusty: (adj) ancient, out of practice, 
intractable, old, corroded, deaf to 
reason, exceptious, cantankerous; 
(v) moldy, raw, mildewed 

sabbath: (n) day of rest, Saturday, 
vacation, recess, holiday, dies non, 
Pentecost, sabbat 

sable: (adj) black, dark, dusky, 
sombre, murky, mournful; (n) 
ebony, fur, blackness, marten, pitch 
black 

sadden: (v) aggrieve, distress, pain, 
grieve, afflict, sad, hurt, oppress, 
dishearten, trouble, weigh down. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
gladden, please, cheer, comfort 

saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 
dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) 
satisfied 

sadder: (adj) doleful 
safekeeping: (n) keeping, care, 

guardianship, charge, protection, 
conservation, preservation, trust, 
hands, responsibility; (adj) tutelage 

sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 
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discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, stupid, dense 

sagacity: (n, v) discernment, 
judgment, penetration; (n) 
judiciousness, sense, prudence, 
gumption, acumen, perspicacity; 
(adj, n) discretion, wisdom. 
ANTONYM: (n) foolishness 

sage: (adj) sagacious, discerning, 
intelligent, prudent, judicious, 
learned, profound, knowing; (adj, v) 
grave; (n) philosopher, scholar 

sagely: (adv) cleverly, sapiently, 
judiciously, intelligently, 
sagaciously, discerningly, shrewdly, 
soundly, astutely, profoundly, 
perceptively. ANTONYM: (adv) 
foolishly 

salesman: (n) dealer, monger, 
bagman, agent, representative, 
shopman, vender, seller, trader, 
traveler, chandler 

saleswoman: (n) salesgirl, seller, 
salesperson, shopgirl, midinette, 
salesman, shop assistant, 
commercial traveler, commercial 
traveller, representative, agent 

sallow: (adj) pasty, pallid, bloodless, 
sickly, wan, ashen, fair, white, 
tawny, sandy; (n) osier. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, glowing 

salutation: (n, v) salute; (n) reception, 
hail, hello, welcome, address, 
compliment, hullo, recognition, 
interpellation, pax 

sampler: (n) sampling element, 
pattern, specimen, soil sampler, 
tastetester, taster, observation 
station, fancywork, sampling device, 
sampling station 

sanctity: (n) sanctitude, godliness, 
sacredness, devotion, piety, 
saintliness, purity, halidom, 
sanctimony, religion, innocence. 
ANTONYM: (n) unholiness 

sane: (adj, n) reasonable, lucid; (adj) 
rational, judicious, right, sensible, 
normal, wise, wholesome, sound, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unbalanced, insane, crazed, 
delirious, unreasonable, irrational, 
foolish 

sarcasm: (adj, n) irony, ridicule, 
satire, humor; (n) gibe, bitterness, 
jeer, scorn, insinuation, taunt; (adj) 
sarcastic. ANTONYM: (n) kindness 

sarcastic: (adj) sharp, poignant, 
caustic, bitter, biting, pungent, acid, 
acrimonious, ironical; (adj, v) 
derisive, satirical. ANTONYMS: 

(adj) sympathetic, pleasant, 
approving, kind, complimentary, 
mild, respectful 

satan: (n) Lucifer, devil, deuce, the 
Devil, Old Nick, Belial, fiend, Prince 
of Darkness, Dickens, archfiend, 
daemon 

satin: (adj) glossy, sleek, velvet, 
down, silky, silklike, silken, satiny, 
velure; (n) cloth, fabric 

saturated: (adj, v) sodden; (adj) 
drenched, concentrated, sopping, 
soaked, full, soggy, soppy, wet 
through, pure; (v) impregnate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unsaturated 

saucers: (n) tableware, plates, cups, 
dishware 

saunter: (n, v) ramble, amble, walk, 
wander, promenade, hike; (adv, v) 
loiter, linger, lag; (v) roam, meander 

savory: (adj) spicy, dainty, fragrant, 
appetizing, tasteful, delectable, 
tasty, delicious, piquant, aromatic; 
(adj, n) savoury. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpleasant, unappetizing, sweet 

scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 
framework, foundation, gallows, 
stand, transom, summer, trave, 
Travis, stage 

scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 
inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
abundant, ample, strong 

scapegrace: (n) black sheep, 
scalawag, miscreant; (adj) rashling, 
madcap, fire eater, desperado, 
daredevil, hotspur, bully, bravo 

scare: (adj, n, v) panic; (adj, n) dread; 
(v) intimidate, daunt, frighten, 
appall, horrify; (adj, v) dismay, awe; 
(n, v) fright; (adj) consternation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, soothe, 
encourage; (n) reassurance, bravery 

scaring: (adj) appalling 
scatter: (n, v) spread, spray; (v) 

disperse, dispel, disseminate, 
distribute, break up, dissipate, 
sprinkle, circulate, diffuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) collect, reform, 
attract, concentrate 

scattering: (n) diffusion, dissipation, 
dispersion, distribution, scatter, 
dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling, 
strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) 
distributive 

scented: (adj) fragrant, perfumed, 
aromatic, balmy, sweet, redolent, 
odoriferous, spicy, savory, smelling, 
angelical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scentless, smelly 

schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 

pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
teacher, principal, educator, head, 
Lutjanus apodus, housemaster 

schoolmistress: (n) schoolmarm, 
teacher, schoolma'am, schoolmaster, 
educator, instructor, schoolteacher, 
preceptress, dame, fancy woman, 
kept woman 

scipio: (n) Scipio africanus, Scipio 
africanus major, Publius Cornelius 
Scipio africanus major, Scipio the 
elder, Publius Cornelius Scipio 

scissors: (n) clipper, shears, pair of 
scissors, scissors hold, compound 
lever, edge tool, scissor grip, scissors 
grip; (adj, n) cutters 

scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, 
v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, 
deride, slight; (n) contempt, 
derision, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) respect, praise; (v) appreciate, 
revere, value, approve, admire, 
accept; (n) admiration, 
commendation, humility 

scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
neglected, contemptuous, 
despicable, insolent, undesirable, 
unloved, unpopular, mean 

scornful: (adj) disdainful, haughty, 
arrogant, sarcastic, disparaging, 
derisive, mocking, abusive, scathing, 
opprobrious, insulting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) approving, 
complimentary, humble, 
sympathetic, admiring 

scornfully: (adv) disdainfully, 
disparagingly, haughtily, 
derogatorily, condescendingly, 
contumeliously, sneeringly, 
arrogantly, sarcastically, derisively, 
mockingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
humbly 

scoured: (adj) worn, windswept, 
wrinkled, weathered, tough, 
gnarled, battered, craggy 

scouring: (n) scrub, scrubbing, 
cleansing, rub, cleaning, washing, 
erosion, mopping, hunt, cleanup, 
chaparral 

scowl: (n, v) glare, grimace, roar, 
sneer; (v) glower, pout, lower, sulk; 
(adj) black looks, mumps; (n) growl. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) grin 

scowling: (adj) frowning, angry, dire, 
frowny, grim, threatening, ugly, 
unfriendly, dark 

scrape: (n, v) scratch, graze, score, 
mark; (v) rub, pare, rake, grate, 
chafe, abrade; (n) abrasion 

scraped: (adj) scratched, worn out, 
worn, threadbare, frayed, hurt, 
skinned, damaged, raw 
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scraping: (n) scrape, scratching, 
scratch, rub, sizing, rament, incision, 
mark, prick; (v) rubbing; (adj) 
grating 

scraps: (n) garbage, odds and ends, 
scrap, bits, food waste, leftover, 
trash, waste, oddments, leftovers, 
residue 

scratched: (adj) hurt, abraded, 
sgraffito, raw, dented, spoiled, 
damaged, injured 

scratching: (n) scrape, scraping, 
abrasion, mark, scar, poor 
handwriting, incision, excoriation, 
chicken feed; (adj) hoarse, abrasive 

screech: (n, v) cry, shout, shriek, yell, 
screak, yelp, yowl, roar; (n) 
screaming; (v) squawk, pipe 

screwed: (adj) threaded, firm, 
maudlin, muddled, muzzy, raddled, 
corned; (n) whittled 

screwing: (n) piece of ass, fucking, 
ass, screw, roll in the hay, injustice, 
intercourse, jailer, arse, prison 
guard, nookie 

scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense, 
sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals 

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful 

scrupulously: (adv) carefully, 
painstakingly, strictly, meticulously, 
religiously, thoroughly, nicely, 
exactly, fastidiously, particularly, 
accurately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
negligently 

scrupulousness: (adj) scrupulosity; 
(n) meticulousness, 
conscientiousness, punctiliousness, 
meticulosity, accuracy, care, 
honesty, fidelity, wariness, 
thoroughness. ANTONYM: (n) 
negligence 

scrutinize: (v) inspect, examine, 
review, consider, audit, investigate, 
explore, search, analyze, check; (adj, 
v) scan. ANTONYM: (v) ignore 

scrutinizing: (adj) exploring 
thoroughly, inquisitive, searching, 
penetrating 

scud: (v) race, scoot, rush, rack, dash, 
run, navigate, flash, flit; (n) 
scudding, shower 

sculptured: (adj) sculpted, graven, 
modeled, engraved, carved, incised, 
in refief, etched, anaglyptic, shapely, 

carven 
seamstress: (n) needlewoman, 

dressmaker, modiste, sewer, 
stitcher, tailor, shepster, hatmaker, 
garmentworker, garmentmaker, 
garment worker 

seashore: (n) beach, coast, shore, 
seaboard, seacoast, coastline, 
shoreline, seaside, landfall, litoral; 
(adj) marine 

seasonable: (adj) timely, fit, well 
timed, favorable, timeful; (adj, n, v) 
appropriate; (adj, v) convenient; 
(adj, adv) early; (n) fit adapted, in 
loco, a propos. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untimely, unseasonable 

seasonableness: (n) opportuneness, 
patness, fitness 

seasonably: (adv) early, patly, early 
fruit, fitly, forth with, fortunately, 
happily, incidentally, pat, timely, 
betimes. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unseasonably 

secluded: (adj) remote, secret, 
reclusive, privy, cloistered, isolated, 
lonely, retired, sequestered, solitary; 
(adj, v) hidden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nearby, near, exposed, busy, 
accessible 

seclusion: (n) retreat, segregation, 
retirement, isolation, secrecy, 
concealment, insulation, separation, 
hermitage; (adj, n) solitude, 
loneliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
company, closeness, inclusion 

securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, 
solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, 
tightly, fixly, setly, stably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely 

seductive: (adj) enticing, tempting, 
alluring, inviting, desirable, sexy, 
irresistible, persuasive, charming, 
fascinating; (adj, v) seducing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) repulsive 

sedulously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, studiously, earnestly, 
attentively, intently, painstakingly, 
perseveringly, laboriously, fixedly, 
eagerly 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner 

seemly: (adj, v) befitting, becoming; 
(adj, adv) comely; (adj) respectable, 
decorous, decent, fitting, fit, 
appropriate; (adv) becomingly, 
properly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unseemly, unbecoming, unsuitable, 
inappropriate 

seer: (n) prophet, augur, diviner, 
oracle, forecaster, visionary, 
clairvoyant, illusionist, conjuror, 
idealist, predictor 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, 
clutches, prehension, taking, 
apprehension, capture, infection; 
(adj) catching, galling, controlling 

self-control: (n) self-discipline, 
patience, forbearance, abstinence, 
temperance, temper, composure, 
discipline, self-command, self-
possession, balance 

self-defence: (n) self-defense 
self-importance: (n) arrogance, pride, 

conceit, pretension, assumption, 
egoism, gall 

self-important: (adj) arrogant, proud, 
vain, pompous, consequential, 
bumptious, egotistic, exalted, stuffy 

self-love: (n) egoism, vanity, pride, 
arrogance 

self-same: (adj) uniform, twin 
selves: (pron) oneself 
semblance: (adj, n) color; (n) 

resemblance, appearance, look, 
aspect, air, image, similarity, 
pretense, guise, pretext. 
ANTONYM: (n) difference 

semicircle: (n) arch, semi-circles, half 
circle, half-circle, plane figure, arc, 
curve 

senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile 

sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 
(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity 

sensual: (adj, v) luxurious, 
voluptuous; (adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) 
animal, lascivious, sexy, sexual, 
libidinous, lewd, gross, licentious 

sepulchral: (adj, v) hollow, hoarse; 
(v) mortuary, harsh, rough, 
horrisonous, grum; (adj) ghastly, 
raucous, husky; (n) funeral 

serenity: (n) quiet, peace, calm, 
quietness, equanimity, calmness, 
quietude, repose; (adj, n) 
composure, tranquility, placidity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, uproar, 
chaos, anger, panic, bustle, 
disturbance, impatience, turbulence, 
turmoil 

sermon: (n) discourse, oration, 



The House of the Seven Gables 376

speech, address, homily, 
preachment, harangue, preaching, 
exhortation, predication; (n, v) 
lecture 

serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, 
snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, 
efficient, operative, practicable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impractical, 
unusable, unserviceable, useless, 
flimsy, worthless 

sewer: (adj, n) cloaca; (n) channel, 
ditch, gully, dike, culvert, sewerage, 
drainpipe, moat, main; (adj) latrines 

sexton: (n) beadle, verger, almoner, 
Anne sexton, Suisse, gravedigger, 
church officer, caretaker 

shabbily: (adv) grubbily, abjectly, 
scruffily, raggedly, shoddily, 
meanly, threadbarely, tattily, 
sordidly, tackily; (adj, adv) paltrily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, 
respectfully, smartly 

shabby: (adj) poor, abject, mean, 
mangy, low, sorry, decrepit, worn, 
sordid, ragged; (adj, v) frayed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pristine, elegant, 
opulent, honorable, decent, new, 
neat, comfortable, tasteful, strong, 
respectful 

shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded 

shadowed: (adj) shady, shaded, 
shadowy, queer, dim, louche, funny, 
incensed, indignant, faint, fishy 

shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, 
dark, faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, 
vague, shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open 

shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 
doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sunny, trustworthy, bright, 
reputable, aboveboard 

shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, 
bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy 

shapeless: (adj) amorphous, 
misshapen, unformed, unstructured, 
nebulous, inchoate, unshapely, 
indistinct, uncrystallized, 

embryonic, vague. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) distinct, defined, tailored 

shaping: (adj, n) forming; (adj) 
formative, molding; (n) forging, 
grooving, rifling, defining, form, 
organization, making, conformation 

shavings: (n) residue, pencil 
shavings, chips, trash 

shawl: (n) wrap, mantle, cape, 
muffler, scarf, pall, mantlet Mantua, 
wrapper, kerchief, headscarf, stole 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking 

shilling: (n) York shilling, Tanzanian 
shilling, British shilling, Kenyan 
shilling, Ugandan shilling, Somalian 
shilling, dock, cork, farthing, coin, 
cheat 

shingles: (n) zoster, herpes, zona, 
herpes zoster virus 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; 
(v) defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) 
hulk, accident, wreckage, wrack, 
ruination 

shiver: (n, v) shake, tremble, shudder, 
fragment, thrill, splinter, tingle; (v) 
quake, shatter, palpitate; (adj, v) 
break 

shivering: (adj) quivering, shaking, 
trembling, shaky, quaking, 
tremulous, shuddering, chilled; (n) 
chill, cold, shiver. ANTONYM: (adj) 
composed 

shopkeeper: (n) merchant, 
tradesman, merchandiser, shopman, 
seller, storekeeper, florist, hosier, 
market keeper, cleaner, dealer 

shove: (n, v) thrust, jostle, poke, 
elbow, prod, boost, hustle; (v) press, 
impel, shift, stuff. ANTONYMS: (v) 
pull, leave 

shovel: (v) dig, rake, broom, delve, 
mop; (n) excavator, digger, 
shovelful, dipper, power shovel, 
poker 

showers: (n) rain 
shrank: (v) minify 
shrewd: (adj) sharp, astute, keen, 

piercing, clever, cunning, bright; 
(adj, v) sagacious, knowing, crafty, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
gullible, naive, soft, candid, dim, 
innocent, guileless, obtuse, 
indiscriminate 

shrewdness: (n) craftiness, 
perspicacity, astuteness, gumption, 
ingenuity, foxiness, craft, cunning, 
cleverness, sharpness, sagacity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, 

ingenuousness, ineptness 
shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 

howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh 

shrieking: (n) shriek, screeching, 
screech, scream, belly laugh, shright, 
howler, riot; (adj) sharp 

shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, 
strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, 
quiet, resonant 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
rise, inflate 

shrinking: (n) contraction, recoil, 
reduction, decrease, condensation; 
(n, v) lessening; (adj) timid, fearful, 
shy, bashful; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) confident 

shrivel: (v) contract, wither, dwindle, 
fade, narrow, scorch, atrophy, 
blight, dry, blast, reduce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bloom, expand 

shrubbery: (n) brush, plantation, 
flora, parterre, shrub, scrub, 
brushwood, hedge, thicket, bushes, 
area 

shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 
withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish 

shrunken: (adj) wizened, shrivelled, 
shrunk, withered, contracted, wizen, 
narrow, dried, thin, lean, sear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, bloated 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, 
frisson; (v) flutter 

shuffle: (v) mingle, blend, hobble, 
muddle, drag, scuff, equivocate, 
prevaricate, ruffle, mix; (n, v) 
shamble. ANTONYMS: (v) remain, 
tidy, leave 

shuffled: (adj) disorganized 
shuffling: (n) shuffle, evasion, 

shambling, make, shamble; (adj) 
evasive, moral turpitude, milling, 
laxity, abjection; (n, v) prevarication 

shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 
closure, ending, finish, mop up, 
culmination, closedown; (adj) 
confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
opening 

shyness: (n) diffidence, modesty, 
bashfulness, humility, shame, 
timidity, coyness, pudency, 
timorousness, backwardness, 
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timidness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sociability, brashness, confidence, 
urbanity, arrogance 

sibyl: (n) oracle, clairvoyant, 
sorceress, pythoness, prophetess, 
spiritualist, seer, telepathist, psychic, 
prophet, mystic 

sicken: (v) repel, nauseate, revolt, 
disgust, pall, shock, offend, appall, 
scandalize, get sick, languish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, delight 

sickly: (adj, adv) poorly; (n) invalid; 
(adj) sick, ailing, pale, sallow, 
indisposed, morbid, diseased; (adj, 
n, v) infirm; (adj, v) faint. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, bitter, 
robust 

sidelong: (adj) indirect, oblique, side, 
asquint, askance, askant; (adv) 
sideways, obliquely, askew, aslant, 
sideling. ANTONYM: (adj) direct 

sidewalk: (n) footpath, path, walk, 
footway, flags, trottoir, pathway, 
causeway, walkway, curbside, 
doorstep 

signet: (n) sigil, completion, key, 
ratification, signature, imprint, 
talisman, mark, cachet, stamp, arms 

signify: (n, v) intend, mark; (adj, n, v) 
import; (v) imply, indicate, denote, 
point, stand for, express, intimate, 
matter 

signifying: (adj) indicative, implying, 
representative, suggestive of, 
demonstrating, symptomatic of, 
showing, indicatory, representing; 
(n) abuse 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough 

silks: (n) garment 
silvery: (adj) silvern, argent, bright, 

white, gray, rich, silverish, 
melodious, fair, Argentine, clear 

simpleton: (n) fool, blockhead, dolt, 
dunce, numskull, ninny, 
nincompoop, booby, sap, dummy, 
dullard 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
earnestness, heartiness, 
genuineness, candour, frankness, 
cordiality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonesty, hypocrisy, flippancy, 
frivolity, affectedness, caution, 
reticence, deceit, doubt 

sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, 
iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, 
immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
virtuous, moral, right, pure 

singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary 

singularity: (n) oddity, peculiarity, 
individuality, eccentricity, 
idiosyncrasy, oddness, abnormality, 
uniqueness, irregularity, identity, 
particularity 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, 
uniquely, unusually, curiously, 
rarely, uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, 
adv) remarkably 

sipping: (n) imbibing, imbibition; 
(adj) libant 

sire: (v) generate, engender, beget, 
procreate, mother, get, make; (n) 
forefather, ancestor, patriarch, pater 

sisterhood: (n) sorority, family 
relationship, relationship, Women's 
Liberation, cousinhood, society, 
fellowship, order, kinship, sistership 

sixpence: (n) bender, coin, teston, 
testern 

skein: (n, v) mesh; (n) tangle, flock, 
maze, covey, snarl, bevy, tuft; (v) 
net, plexus, sleeve 

skilful: (adj) adroit, practised, 
experienced, cunning, expert, 
dextrous, clever, adept, proficient, 
practiced, good 

skilfully: (adv) skillfully, adroitly, 
cunningly, proficiently, deftly, 
adeptly, expertly, handily, artfully, 
goodly, ably 

skip: (n, v) bound, leap, hop, caper, 
trip; (v) dance, bounce, prance, 
skim; (adj, v) miss; (n) omission. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attend, trudge, 
include 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct 

sleepy: (adj) drowsy, dozy, slow, 
lazy, hypnotic, inactive, comatose, 
dull, heavy, dreamy; (adv) asleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awake, 
energetic, vigorous, clear, lively, 
refreshed 

slippered: (adj) shod 
sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 

slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
horizontal, upright 

sluggish: (adj) inert, indolent, 
inactive, idle, slow, torpid, slack, 

languid; (adj, n) lazy, drowsy, 
heavy. ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, 
fast, brisk, lively, alert, speedy, 
industrious 

sluggishly: (adv) dully, inertly, 
torpidly, indolently, languidly, 
lethargically, listlessly, lazily, 
dilatorily, slothfully, stagnantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, 
dynamically, nimbly 

sluggishness: (n) inactivity, lethargy, 
idleness, indolence, languor, apathy, 
laziness, torpor, sloth, lassitude; 
(adj, n) slowness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
energy, nimbleness, liveliness, 
bustle, activity, speediness 

slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, 
nap, drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be 
asleep, kip, take a nap; (n) siesta 

slumbering: (adj) dormant, asleep, 
latent. ANTONYM: (adj) awake 

slumberous: (adj) soporific, 
somnolent, drowsy, sleepy, 
lethargic, quiet, somniferous, heavy, 
soporiferous, sluggish, torpid 

slyness: (n) cunning, craftiness, guile, 
foxiness, astuteness, artifice, deceit, 
wiliness, stealth, shrewdness, 
deceitfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
straightforwardness, frankness 

smacking: (n) smack, brisk, shit, scag, 
savor, beating, h, savour, 
diacetylmorphine, heroin, horse 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin 

smilingly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
brightly, cheerfully, jolly, joyfully, 
laughingly 

smirking: (adj) smirky 
smite: (v) strike, hit, buffet, bang, 

clout, knock, smash, thrash, thump, 
batter, affect 

smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
besotted, gaga, taken with, affected 

smote: (v) smite 
smother: (v) stifle, suffocate, choke, 

muffle, extinguish, put out, 
suppress, asphyxiate, hush up, gag, 
repress. ANTONYMS: (v) express, 
light, encourage 

smouldering: (adj) live, angry 
snail: (v) sluggard, loiterer, lingerer, 

pull together; (n) conch, 
hodmandod, gastropod, garden 
snail, edible snail, dodman; (adj) 
whelked 

snatching: (n) capture 
sneer: (n, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout, 

ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace, 
gird; (n) smirk 
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snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, 
blank, hoary, achromatic, snow-
white, unblemished, wintry, wet, 
favorite 

snuff: (v) smell, kill, douse, slay, 
scent, snuffle, bump off, smother, 
snort; (adj) tobacco, nicotine 

soaked: (adj) wet, drenched, sopping, 
soggy, soaking, drunk, wet through, 
soaking wet, damp, sloshed; (adj, v) 
sodden. ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

sobbing: (adj) crying, weeping, 
weepy, tearful; (n) lamentation, 
shortness of breath, shit, prick, 
motherfucker, tear, lament 

softened: (adj) diffused, muffled, 
muted, quiet, slow, touched, 
sluggish, soften, pultaceous, 
subdued, low-key 

soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty, 
grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, 
black, mucky, polluted, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pure, 
immaculate 

solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed 

solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, 
earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
impressiveness, austerity, 
sedateness, display, pomp, 
grandeur. ANTONYMS: (n) humor, 
levity, cheerfulness, understatement 

solicit: (v) crave, request, petition, 
ask, pray, importune, require, apply, 
implore, demand; (adj, v) court 

solidify: (v) set, condense, concrete, 
freeze, consolidate, harden, 
coagulate, clot, crystallize, jell, 
petrify. ANTONYMS: (v) liquefy, 
melt, thaw, dissolve 

solidity: (n) consistency, firmness, 
density, compactness, reliability, 
rigidity, substance, consistence, 
hardness; (adj, n) stiffness, 
soundness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, hollowness, porosity, 
looseness, instability, slenderness, 
lightness, clearness, limpness 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness 

solstice: (n) height, cosmic time 
solvent: (n) solution, dissolvent, 

menstruum, answer, resolution, 

phenol, oxybenzene, dissolver, 
alcahest, dissolving agent, acetone. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) broke, insolvent, 
poor 

sombre: (adj) dismal, dreary, dark, 
shadowy, mournful, morose, 
murky, gloomy, sober, dull, glum 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 
intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 
pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating 

soothingly: (adv) softly, quietly, 
calmingly, lullingly, lightly, 
tenderly, kindly, blandly, calmly, 
comfortingly, sedatively 

sooty: (adj) black, dark, dusky, 
smoky, pitchy, fuliginous, grimy, 
dingy, murky; (v) smutty; (adj, v) 
dusty 

sorcery: (n) charm, incantation, 
witchcraft, enchantment, black 
magic, magic, diabolism, 
necromancy, black art, witchery, 
diablerie 

sordid: (adj) ignoble, nasty, foul, 
filthy, grimy, base, cheap, 
despicable, dishonorable, mucky, 
low. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectable, 
pleasant, wholesome, reputable, 
honorable, clean, attractive, humane 

sordidness: (n) squalidness, squalor, 
baseness, foulness, meanness, 
nastiness, filthiness, lowness, 
ignobleness, misery, poorness. 
ANTONYM: (n) cleanliness 

soreness: (n) pain, discomfort, 
tenderness, ache, irritation, pique, 
agony, huff, chafing; (v) sore, 
inquietude. ANTONYM: (n) 
pleasure 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 
sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful 

soured: (adj) rancid, sore, 
disenchanted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unsoured 

southeast: (adj) southeastern, 
southeasterly, North Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia; (n) SE, compass 

point, geographic area, geographic 
region, geographical area, selenium 

sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
sative 

spaceless: (adj) interminable, 
measureless, illimitable, 
unbounded, boundless, 
incomprehensible, termless 

spade: (v) grub, delve, scoop, 
excavate; (n) nigger, coon, nigra, 
jigaboo, boy, black person, spit 

sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 
(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 
thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
extravagant 

sparkle: (n, v) flicker, flash, shimmer, 
spark, shine, blaze, fizz, gleam, 
glitter; (v) blink, glare. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, dullness, 
lifelessness 

spasm: (n) fit, outburst, cramp, 
attack, twitch, paroxysm, 
convulsion, pain, pang, start, tic 

spasmodic: (adj) spastic, convulsive, 
intermittent, erratic, broken, 
irregular, sporadic, desultory, 
sudden, discontinuous; (v) 
inconsonant. ANTONYM: (adj) 
continuous 

spatter: (n, v) splash, plash, sputter; 
(v) dash, slop, scatter, smear, spit, 
spray, squirt, soil 

spawn: (v) engender, generate, cause, 
make, spat, father; (n) roe, offspring, 
seed, progeny; (n, v) breed 

specious: (adj) plausible, apparent, 
deceptive, seeming, ostensible, 
spurious, hollow, colorable, showy, 
illogical, misleading. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) logical, valid 

speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; 
(n) blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, 
blemish, grain, mote, dot. 
ANTONYM: (n) lot 

specked: (adj) speckled, flecked, 
stippled, dashed 

speckle: (n, v) speck, fleck, spot, 
daub; (n) dapple, freckle, point, blot, 
maculation, patch; (adj, v) bespeckle 

spectator: (n) eyewitness, observer, 
onlooker, witness, audience, 
beholder, viewer, watcher, 
spectators, looker, ogler. 
ANTONYM: (n) player 

spectral: (adj) ghostly, phantasmal, 
apparitional, unearthly, ghostlike, 
supernatural, ghastly, shadowy, 
insubstantial, eerie, cadaverous 

speculating: (n) conception 
sped: (v) done for 
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speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, 
promptly, hastily, swiftly, fast, 
apace, hurriedly, fleetly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, eventually 

spicily: (adv) racily, pungently, 
strongly, pepperily, tastily, 
aromatically, savorily, hotly, 
sharply, spiritedly, bluely 

spiders: (n) horseshoe crabs, 
Araneida, order Araneae, order 
Araneida, scorpions, Araneae 

spiritualize: (v) spiritualise, 
disembody, glorify, sanctify, 
interpret, civilize, construe, 
transfigure, metamorphose 

spit: (v) drizzle, expectorate, sprinkle, 
spew, drool, spike, spatter; (n) 
broach, saliva, cape; (n, v) skewer 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

spiteful: (adj) malicious, malevolent, 
sinister, nasty, malignant, 
venomous, despiteful, ill-natured, 
vindictive, cruel, hateful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) benevolent, 
harmless, merciful, kindhearted, 
friendly, pleasant, loving, benign, 
generous, gentle, flattering 

spitefully: (adv) maliciously, 
malevolently, resentfully, 
vindictively, viciously, venomously, 
malignantly, meanly, nastily, 
rancorously, hatefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, friendly, 
harmoniously, genially, mercifully, 
benevolently, compassionately, 
innocently 

splashing: (n) spatter, spattering, 
painting, splattering, dab, plash; 
(adj) liquid 

splendor: (adj, n, v) brilliancy; (n) 
magnificence, pomp, sheen, lustre, 
luster, glory, ostentation, glitter; (n, 
v) brightness; (adj, n) radiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, 
ordinariness, paucity, austerity, 
understatement, shabbiness, 
simplicity, unattractiveness 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spoonful: (n) mouthful, handful, 
armful, cochleare, tablespoonful, 
dose, containerful, blob, capful, 
taste; (adj) thimbleful 

spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 
innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless, 
chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
unblemished, stainless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
tainted, guilty, blameworthy, 
impure, imperfect 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation 

springy: (adj) flexible, elastic, 
resilient, bouncy, yielding, whippy, 
pliable, spongy, lively, live, supple. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unyielding 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted 

sprinkling: (n) sprinkle, scattering, 
touch, aspersion, smack, spray, bit, 
scatter, watering; (adj, n) spice; (adj) 
drop 

sprite: (n) fairy, imp, pixie, gnome, 
faerie, leprechaun, brownie, hob, 
ghost, nymph, dwarf. ANTONYM: 
(n) unfairness 

sprouting: (n) germination, growth, 
shooting, ontogenesis, maturation; 
(adj) growing, evolving, green, 
embryonic, emergent, nascent 

spurious: (adj, adv, v) counterfeit; 
(adj, adv, n) false; (adj) phony, fake, 
illegitimate, bogus, specious, 
misbegotten, bastardly; (adj, n) 
bastard; (adj, v) pseudo. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) real, authentic, 
valid 

spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
respect 

sputtering: (n) splutter, splatter, 
spattering, spatter, splattering, dab, 
splashing, splash; (adj) spluttering, 
noisy; (v) sizzle 

squalid: (adj) sordid, nasty, foul, 
seedy, filthy, grimy, abject, dingy, 
grubby, seamy, sleazy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, reputable, 
smart, respectable, fresh, 
comfortable, wholesome, habitable 

squatting: (adj) crouching; (n) leg 
exercise, colonization, movement, 
knee bend; (v) couchant; (adv) 
asquat 

squeamish: (adj) fastidious, finicky, 
delicate, queasy, dainty, prudish, 
prissy, finical, difficult, touchy, 
overnice 

squeamishness: (n) nausea, scruple, 

qualm, fastidiousness, nicety, 
daintiness, delicacy, deliciousness, 
elegance, fastidiosity, misgiving 

stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v) 
astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake, 
flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch; 
(adj, v) flabbergast 

staggering: (adj) astounding, 
amazing, incredible, inconceivable, 
prodigious, marvelous, startling, 
ghastly, shocking, remarkable, 
extraordinary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, normal, lovely, 
comforting 

stagnant: (adj) quiet, motionless, 
inert, dead, slow, still, standing, 
immobile, inactive, stagnate, 
stationary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, moving 

stain: (n, v) spot, blemish, tarnish, 
blot, dye, smear, disgrace, mark, 
soil, dirt, defile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enhance, dignify, clean 

stale: (adj, n) musty, moldy; (adj) old, 
commonplace, hackneyed, insipid, 
trite, corny, flat, stagnant; (adj, v) 
dry. ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, 
original, innovative, airy, new, 
exceptional, imaginative 

stalk: (n) stem, shank; (v) pursue, 
walk, march, follow, shadow, tail, 
track, trail, hunt 

stalking: (n) deerstalking, hunting, 
chaff, harassment, still hunt, shuck, 
pestering, pursuit, husk, nuisance, 
angry walk 

stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
strapping, resolute, hardy, 
powerful, sinewy, firm, stout, 
courageous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unreliable, weak, inconstant, feeble, 
delicate, cowardly, uncommitted 

stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 
coin, postage, stamping of rail 

starched: (adj) formal, starch, 
punctilious, ceremonious, majestic, 
solemn, inflexible, prim, stately, 
severe, ritual 

starlight: (n) rushlight, moonlight, 
firelight, candlelight 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe 

startling: (adj) wonderful, shocking, 
surprising, striking, alarming, 
appalling, marvellous, dramatic, 
frightful, sensational, lurid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
soothing, comforting 

starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, 
thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, 
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benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. 
ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat 

stateliness: (n) loftiness, 
magnificence, dignity, nobility, 
splendor, grandeur, greatness, 
grandness, starched stateliness, 
impressiveness, decorum. 
ANTONYM: (n) simplicity 

stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boisterous, humble, modest, lowly 

stead: (n) behalf, room, lieu, spot, 
location, station, space, seat, 
position, office, locality 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, 
persistently, permanently, 
staunchly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unreliably, irresolutely, unfaithfully 

stealthy: (adj) clandestine, secret, 
surreptitious, sneaky, covert, 
private, backstairs, concealed, feline; 
(adj, v) sly, insidious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) blatant 

steed: (n) horse, mount, charger, 
knight, courser, warhorse, pony, 
stallion, mare 

steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced 
stereotyped: (adj, v) commonplace, 

stock, trite; (adj) hackneyed, banal, 
stale, corny, stereotypical; (v) 
established, familiar, 
incontrovertible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
original, unconventional, fresh 

stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 
hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; 
(adj, v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible 

sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 
austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
relentlessly, solemnly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) leniently, 
lightheartedly, kindly, warmly, 
cheerfully 

sternness: (n) harshness, rigor, 
strictness, austerity, rigour, asperity, 
inclemency, hardness, grimness, 
unpermissiveness, acrimony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, warmth, 
pleasantness, cheerfulness 

stiffen: (v) set, ossify, indurate, 
toughen, tighten, brace, congeal, 
reinforce, jell, intensify, fortify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) relax, loosen, 

soften, flex 
stiffening: (n) stiffness, rigidification, 

reinforcement, process, rigidifying, 
procedure 

stiffly: (adv) firmly, stiff, awkwardly, 
unbendingly, difficultly, woodenly, 
strongly, formally, stringently, 
clumsily, strictly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
loosely 

stiffness: (n) hardness, severity, 
inflexibility, rigor, clumsiness, 
firmness, awkwardness, inclemency, 
harshness, tension, roughness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
looseness, suppleness, weakness, 
ease, malleability, friendliness, 
relaxation, leniency, smoothness, 
limpness 

stifled: (adj) strangled, suppressed, 
muffled, deafened, completely 
covered, dead, deadened, weak, 
deaf corn, regardless, decayed 

stifling: (adj) close, oppressive, 
sweltering, stuffy, heavy, hot, torrid, 
sticky; (n) crushing, quelling, 
suppression. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, airy, cool, temperate 

stilts: (n) scatches, sprit, stirrup, 
outrigger 

stipulation: (n) condition, provision, 
covenant, proviso, compact, 
promise, requirement, clause, 
restriction, qualification, contract 

stocking: (n) hosiery, boothose, trunk 
hose, supplying, stocking level, 
tights, silk stocking, nylons, nylon 
stocking, rayon stocking; (adj) 
stockinged 

stolid: (adj) impassive, obtuse, 
stupid, heavy, doltish, bovine, 
insulse, expressionless, shallow, 
petty, apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
emotional, imaginative, exciting 

stomachic: (adj) gastric, abdominal, 
cordial, intestinal 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind 

stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 
asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
corrupt; (n) patronage 

stormy: (adj, n) inclement, boisterous, 
rough, severe; (adj) fierce, windy, 
wild, dirty, foul, tempestuous, 
blustering. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, pleasant, fair, mild, relaxed 

stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
(adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, 
flimsy, cowardly, slight, skinny, 

fragile, weak 
stoutly: (adv) sturdily, robustly, 

strongly, solidly, lustily, vigorously, 
toughly, resolutely, stockily, portly, 
obstinately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
feebly 

straightway: (adv) presently, 
forthwith, directly, right, anon, 
immediately, at once, straightforth, 
promptly; (adj) straight, immediate 

strangeness: (n) oddity, oddness, 
quaintness, peculiarity, curiousness, 
abnormality, weirdness, foreignness, 
queerness, singularity, quirk. 
ANTONYMS: (n) familiarity, 
nativeness 

strayed: (v) stray 
streak: (n, v) ray, dash, mark, flash; 

(adj, n) stripe; (n) band, beam, run, 
bar, groove, gleam 

streaks: (n) stripes, cords 
strenuous: (adj) arduous, energetic, 

hard, grueling, active, keen, tough, 
eager, dynamic, forward, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
undemanding, refreshing, effortless, 
feeble, light 

strewed: (v) besprent, sprinkled over 
strewn: (adj) spread, distributed, 

disordered, strewed, confused, 
covered, diffuse, disconnected, 
disjointed, circulated, dispersed 

stricken: (adj) smitten, struck, beaten, 
laid low, affected, hurt, low, 
impaired, dotty; (v) heavy laden, 
victimized 

strife: (n) discord, disagreement, 
dissension, conflict, competition, 
feud, fight; (adj, n, v) dispute, 
debate; (n, v) controversy; (adj, n) 
quarrel. ANTONYMS: (n) accord, 
cooperation, calm, peace 

strikingly: (adj, adv) notably, 
signally, unusually, singularly; (adv) 
prominently, stunningly, 
imposingly, impressively, markedly, 
outstandingly, obviously 

stripling: (n) lad, boy, adolescent, 
teenager, youth, rocker, youngster, 
young man, child, pachuco; (adj) 
younker 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim 

striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
ambition, struggle, exertion. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated 

strong-willed: (adj) valiant, 
tenacious, resolute, purposeful, 
deaf, assertive 

strove: (v) strive 
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stubborn: (adj) contrary, hard, 
intractable, perverse, rigid, 
determined, persistent, refractory, 
tenacious, obdurate, inveterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, flexible, amenable, docile, 
easygoing, malleable, agreeable, 
accommodating, cooperative, feeble 

stubbornly: (adv) obdurately, 
mulishly, persistently, doggedly, 
tenaciously, unyieldingly, firmly, 
waywardly, contrarily, 
pertinaciously, insistently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
helpfully, openly, hesitantly 

stud: (n, v) knob, boss, button; (v) 
dot, nail, sprinkle, constellate; (n) 
rivet, scantling, peg, stallion 

stumbling: (adj) lurching, 
astounding, hesitant, halting, 
awkward, astonishing, maladroit, 
clumsy, weaving; (adv) stumblingly; 
(n) hesitation. ANTONYM: (adj) 
firm 

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed 

sturdily: (adv) strongly, firmly, 
stoutly, solidly, robustly, hardily, 
powerfully, soundly, hardly, 
substantially, stalwartly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) lightly, flimsily, 
slightly 

sturdy: (adj) strong, stout, solid, 
rugged, firm, mighty, robust, 
healthy, muscular; (adj, n) burly, 
brawny. ANTONYMS: (adj) flimsy, 
puny, fragile, rickety, slight, 
ramshackle, infirm, frail, feeble, 
delicate, soft 

styled: (v) titled, named, benempt 
subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 

restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat 

subduing: (adj) aggressively 
haughty, conquering, domineering, 
insolent, overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, 
oppression 

subsidence: (n) settling, remission, 
settlement, ebb, collapse, sinking, 
abatement, decline, cave in, 
decrease, suspension 

subsiding: (n) settling, subsidence, 

remission, remittal, cave in, sinking; 
(adj) decreasing 

subsistence: (n) existence, life, entity, 
maintenance, food, support, 
sustenance, living, livelihood, esse, 
ens 

subterranean: (adj) underground, 
backdoor, profound, subaqueous, 
submarine, subterrene, 
subterrestrial, deep, hole-and-
corner, subterraneous, subterrany 

subtile: (adj) fine, delicate, rare, light, 
guileful, astute, acute, cunning, 
subtle, artful, crafty 

subtly: (adv) subtlely, nicely, 
cunningly, finely, tactfully, lightly, 
acutely, slightly, slyly, not explicitly, 
obliquely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
intensely, directly, obviously, 
brightly, tactlessly 

succeeding: (adj) following, 
subsequent, after, consecutive, 
posterior, ensuing, consequent, 
successive, consequential; (adj, adv) 
later; (v) succeed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) outgoing, preceding 

successively: (adv) in turn, one after 
the other, in succession, 
sequentially, serially, running, in 
order, gradually, subsequently, 
repeatedly, one after another 

suction: (n) sucking, intake, 
aspiration, absorption, uptake, 
traction, leverage, ingestion, 
consumption, draft, force per unit 
area 

suffrage: (n) ballot, voice, franchise, 
poll, election, right to vote, voting, 
assistance, approval, testimony, 
recall 

suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
full 

suffusion: (n) pervasion, permeation, 
impregnation, spread, saturation, 
tint, stain, swimmingness, 
confusion, verecundity, fecundation 

suitableness: (n) fitness, 
appropriateness, convenience, 
consonance, navigability, 
pertinency, adaptableness, 
congruity, agreeableness; (adj, n) 
propriety; (n, v) agreement 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; 
(n) cheeriness 

sultriness: (n) closeness, heat, 
sogginess, sensuality, muggy 
weather, sensualism, humidity, hot 
weather, hot spell, heat wave 

sultry: (adj) hot, humid, muggy, 

oppressive, stifling, sticky, ardent, 
sensual, stuffy, sweltering, torrid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, cool, cold, 
temperate, dry 

summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
muster, page, rally, convoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) disband 

sunbeam: (n) sunshine, shaft, sunray, 
beam, shaft of light, sunlight, ray of 
light, moonbeam, light beam, light, 
beam of light 

sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light, 
daylight, rays 

sundered: (v) subjugated, ruined 
financially, rough, subdued, 
humbled, cracked, not continuous, 
strained, disunited, disconnected, 
contrite 

sundial: (n) timekeeper, timepiece, 
horologe, clepsydra, clock, gnomon, 
pendulum, hourglass 

sundry: (adj) several, different, 
diverse, assorted, miscellaneous, 
many, varied, mixed, divers, 
various; (n) sundries. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uniform, homogeneous 

sunken: (adj) concave, depressed, 
submerged, empty, underwater, 
cavernous, recessed, gaunt, low, 
depression, submarine. ANTONYM: 
(adj) convex 

sunless: (adj) cloudy, dark, cheerless, 
clouded, lightless, gloomy, 
tenebrous, mentally disordered, 
blurred 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall 

sunshade: (n) awning, canopy, 
parasol, shade, sunblind, marquee, 
umbrella, tilt, blind, covering, tent 

sunshiny: (adj) bright, shining, shiny, 
clear, glazed, brilliant, sunshine, 
cheery, clearer, fair, gay 

superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
superabundant, supernumerary, 
supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, important, essential, 
basic, pertinent 

supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal 

supernumerary: (adj, v) spare; (adj, 
n) additional; (adj) redundant, 
superfluous, supererogatory, 
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surplus, excess, otiose; (n) super, 
spear carrier, increment 

superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, 
superstitious notion, lore, folklore, 
fanaticism, fallacy, belief, magic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) science, truth 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose 

supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice 

surging: (adj) rolling, billowing, 
boiling, heaving, seething, stormy, 
swelling, rising and falling; (n) 
foaming, wash 

surreptitious: (adj) secret, furtive, 
clandestine, sneaky, covert, 
undercover, underground, sly, 
hidden, occult, concealed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) aboveboard, 
honest, blatant, overt 

susceptibility: (n) sensitivity, 
liability, impressibility, inclination, 
capability, sensibility, 
susceptibleness, receptivity, 
responsiveness, proclivity, 
tendency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resistance, insensitivity 

suspending: (adj) suspended, 
suspensory, depending, hanging 

suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge 

sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras 

swallowing: (adj) absorptive, 
unsuspecting, absorbent, absorbing; 
(n) consumption 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, 
v) mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few 

swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 
packed, populous, sensitive, thick; 
(v) dense, crowded to suffocation, 
serried, closely packed. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted 
swarthily: (adv) tawnily, darkly, 

swartly, darkishly, brownly, blackly, 
somberly 

swarthy: (adj) dusky, black, swart, 
sable, somber, dun, tawny, coloured, 
colored, atramentous; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fair, light 

swayed: (adj) persuaded, susceptible, 
touched, convinced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) doubtful 

swaying: (adj) swinging, convincing, 
oscillating, influential, persuasive, 
moving, lilting, groggy; (n) floating, 
manipulation 

sweeps: (n) sweep period 
sweetbread: (n) sweetbreads, organs 
sweetheart: (n) dear, girl, darling, 

mistress, flame, beloved, boyfriend, 
love, steady; (adj, n) beau, admirer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, enemy 

sweetly: (adv) pleasantly, sweet, 
mildly, melodically, melodiously, 
softly, syrupily, beautifully, 
pleasingly, dulcetly, fairly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) discordantly, 
horribly, sharply, harshly, unkindly 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sourness, sharpness, 
unpleasantness, harshness, 
tastelessness, unkindness 

sweet-tempered: (adj) sweet, amiable 
swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 

swell, intumescence, growth, 
projection, prominence, bulge, 
dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 
growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline 

swerve: (n, v) curve; (v) depart, stray, 
turn, wander, deflect, sheer, veer, 
diverge, shift, slew. ANTONYMS: 
(v) straighten, converge 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness 

sybarite: (n) carpet knight, man of 
pleasure, epicurean, hedonist, 
sensualist, Sardanaphalus 

symbolize: (v) represent, typify, 
stand for, signify, symbolise, 
personify, exemplify, mean, 
embody, indicate; (n, v) illustrate 

symbolizing: (n) symbolization, 
representational process, figuration, 
symbol; (adj) allegorical 

sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
condole, compassionate, feel, 
sympathise, identify with, 

empathize, have compassion, feel 
sorry for, feel for. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disapprove, disregard 

symphony: (n) concord, accord, 
sinfonie, cavatina, fantasia, overture, 
exordium, pastorale, concerto, 
roulade, symphonic music 

tacit: (adj) silent, implicit, 
understood, implied, undeclared, 
unspoken, voiceless, mute, mum; (n) 
tace; (v) not expressed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spoken, express 

tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 
address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace, 
thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness 

talisman: (n) amulet, charm, mascot, 
fetish, periapt, phylactery, lucky 
charm, key, seals, signet, good luck 
charm 

talkative: (adj, v) loquacious; (adj) 
garrulous, chatty, gabby, verbose, 
gossipy, glib, communicative, 
voluble, talky, wordy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reserved, mute, silent, shy, 
quiet, uncommunicative, restrained, 
reticent 

tallow: (n) grease, lard, oil, suet, 
cream, butter, cicatrix, beef tallow, 
dubbin, animal oil, scar 

tame: (v) break, subdue, soften, 
domesticate; (adj) meek, docile, 
bland, domestic, gentle, slow; (adj, 
v) moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, bright, unmanageable, 
interesting, untamed, inspiring, 
brilliant, colorful, rebellious, lively 

tamed: (adj) tame, broken, 
domesticated, under control, tamer, 
meek, gentle, domestic, docile, 
controlled, cultivated 

tangled: (adj) involved, complex, 
knotted, intricate, complicated, 
entangled, knotty, convoluted, 
disheveled, tousled, matted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
straightforward, untangled, neat, 
simple 

tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
unblemished, famous 

tarry: (v) linger, loiter, stay, remain, 
delay, lag, dally, dawdle, bide, rest; 
(adj) pitchy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complete, finish 

tasting: (n) degustation, gustation, 
savoring, relishing, sample, 
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gustatory sensation, gustatory 
perception, discernment, drinking, 
eating, feeding 

tattered: (adj) shabby, ragged, 
scruffy, dilapidated, threadbare, 
frayed, seedy, worn out, torn, 
shattered; (adj, v) bedraggled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elegant, smart, 
new 

taunt: (n, v) ridicule, gibe, flout, 
insult, mock, deride, sneer, twit, 
quip; (n) scoff; (v) bait. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, 
compliment; (v) applaud, comfort 

taunts: (n) mocking, jeers 
tautog: (n) wrasse, pilot whale, black 

whale, common blackfish, 
Globicephala melaena 

teacup: (n) cup, teacupful, 
containerful 

teakettle: (n) cauldron, caldron, 
boiler 

tearful: (adj) dolorous, maudlin, 
watery, weeping, teary, sad, 
dolourous, wet, whimpering, 
sorrowful; (v) mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, tearless 

teasing: (n) tease, play, joke, fun, 
banter; (adj) quizzical, vexatious, 
pestering, annoying, playful; (v) 
worrying. ANTONYM: (n) 
seriousness 

tedium: (n) ennui, monotony, 
tediousness, dullness, sameness, 
dreariness, lifelessness, difficulty, 
drabness; (adj) dull work, 
humdrum. ANTONYMS: (n) 
excitement, diversion, variation, 
entertainment, ease 

telescopic: (adj) wide of, visible, 
farsighted, distant, distal, 
collapsible, sliding 

temperance: (n) moderation, 
abstinence, abstemiousness, control, 
restraint, moderateness, soberness, 
forbearance, measure, gravity, 
asceticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, wildness 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 
temperate, moderated, toughened, 
subdued, set, enured, proportioned, 
properly adapted, emotionally 
hardened, treated. ANTONYM: 
(adj) untempered 

tempestuous: (adj, n) rough, 
boisterous, severe; (adj) raging, 
furious, wild, angry, windy, fierce, 
gusty; (adj, v) turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, moderate, 
relaxed 

temporal: (adj) secular, earthly, 
profane, lay, carnal, mortal, fleeting, 

temporary, transient, impermanent, 
mundane. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, otherworldly, mental, 
permanent, perpetual, lasting 

tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) 
entice, decoy, charm, inveigle, 
invite, coax, seduce, fascinate, 
attempt. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, appall, repel 

tenacity: (n) persistence, 
determination, resolution, 
doggedness, resolve, pertinacity, 
strength, persistency, fortitude, 
firmness; (adj) obstinacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
slackness, weakness, cowardice, 
flexibility, indecision 

tenantry: (n) assemblage, 
aggregation, accumulation, 
collection 

tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 
delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed 

tenement: (n) dwelling, apartment, 
flat, apartment building, habitation, 
abode, stateroom, tablinum, 
residence, toft, domicile 

tenets: (n) doctrine, system of belief, 
view, canon, code of belief, 
credenda, belief, ideology 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten 

terminated: (adj) complete, all over, 
over, extinct, accomplished, closed, 
highly skilled; (adj, adv) ended, 
finished, done; (adv) completed 

terror-stricken: (adj) afraid, scared 
testator: (n) devisor, legator, 

somebody, someone, person, mortal, 
individual, soul, human, testatrix 

testify: (v) declare, certify, affirm, 
evidence, protest, prove, 
demonstrate, manifest, express, 
show, vouch 

testily: (adv) irritably, pettishly, 
peevishly, grumpily, fretfully, 
waspishly, tetchily, crankily, 
touchily, snappishly, cantankerously 

testy: (adj) petulant, irritable, crabby, 

irascible, fractious, cantankerous, 
cranky, cross, techy, fretful, tetchy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, pleasant, 
cheerful 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, 
tile, sea rover, roofing material, sea 
robber, hair 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of 

theorist: (n) theorizer, philosopher, 
thinker, visionary, intellect, 
idealogue, intellectual, spectator, 
speculatist, speculator, theoriser. 
ANTONYM: (n) realist 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, 
more or less, something like, almost, 
so; (adv, n) hereabouts 

thinker: (n) intellect, mind, longhead, 
head, intellectual, creative thinker, 
theorist, sage, wise person, pundit, 
ruminator. ANTONYM: (n) realist 

thinly: (adv) flimsily, slightly, slimly, 
slenderly, weakly, diaphanously, 
rarely, leanly, finely, tenuously; (adj) 
thin. ANTONYMS: (adv) densely, 
thickly, loudly, liberally 

thinner: (n) dilutant, solvent, reducer, 
rarefied, phenylic acid, phenol, 
propanone, perchloromethane, 
resolvent, oxybenzene, 
methylbenzene 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thorax: (n) chest, pectus, prothorax, 
breast, bosom, bust, female chest, 
dresser, chest of drawers, body part, 
male chest 

thoroughfare: (n) road, street, 
highway, avenue, passage, way, 
route, path, boulevard, track, 
roadway 

thoughtless: (adj, v) careless, 
heedless, rash, improvident; (adj) 
reckless, inattentive, hasty, 
unthinking, negligent, neglectful, 
imprudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considerate, considered, heedful, 
prudent, kind, cautious, mindful, 
responsible, attentive, observant, 
sensible 
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thousandth: (adj) millesimal; (n) 
simple fraction 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; 
(adj) hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 
pristine, original 

threescore: (adj) lx 
thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly 
thrifty: (adj) careful, economical, 

provident, sparing, prudent, stingy, 
saving, spare, parsimonious, chary, 
scotch. ANTONYMS: (adj) wasteful, 
spendthrift, profligate, extravagant, 
generous 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
discourage, disappoint, displease; 
(n) depression, calm, boredom, 
agony, sorrow; (n, v) bore 

thrilled: (adj) jubilant, excited, 
happy, overjoyed, elated, ecstatic, 
pleased, thrillful, contented, 
grateful, flattered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bored, unhappy, depressed, 
desolate, sad, down, miserable 

thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) 
exciting, sensational, exhilarating, 
electrifying, emotional, rousing, 
gripping, stimulating; (adj, v) 
impressive; (n, v) swelling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
uninspiring 

throb: (n, v) quiver, ache, pulse, 
pound, thrill, tingle; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, flutter, shudder; (n) 
pulsation 

throbbing: (adj, n) beating; (n) 
pounding, pulsation, pulse, ache, 
palpitation, sting; (adj) painful, 
pulsatile, palpitating, palpitant. 
ANTONYM: (n) pleasure 

throe: (n) distress, pain, anguish, 
agony, suffering, pang, twinge, 
misery, stroke; (adj, n, v) spasm; (v) 
thrill 

throng: (n, v) swarm, herd, mob, 
flock, press; (n) multitude, host, 
horde, mass, assembly, concourse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trickle, few; (v) 
disperse 

thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
overflowing; (n) persistent 

thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke, 
jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana 

thundering: (adj) thumping, 
whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 
lubberly, spanking, big, loud, 
striking terror; (n) thunder 

thwarted: (adj) disappointed, foiled, 
discomfited, defeated, not 
victorious, baffled, balked, beaten, 
upset, embarrassed, saddened. 
ANTONYM: (adj) satisfied 

ticking: (n) tick, cloth, fabric, ticken; 
(adj) living 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding 

time-honored: (adj) traditional, 
classic, glorious, old, accepted, 
immemorial, regular, proverbial 

time-worn: (adj) antediluvian 
timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 

bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative 

timorousness: (n) timidness, timidity, 
shyness, humility, fright, 
fearfulness, fear, faintness, 
bashfulness, dejection, 
faintheartedness. ANTONYM: (n) 
boldness 

tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, 
stain, touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor 

tinged: (adj) plausible, bright, 
painted, fey, touched, specious, 
colorful, stained, tined, dyed, tinct 

tingle: (v) prickle, itch, tickle, smart, 
sting, burn, creep; (n) tremble, 
tingling; (n, v) twitter, pain 

tiniest: (adj) minimum, smallest 
possible, least possible, lowest, 
lowest possible, smallest. 
ANTONYM: (adj) maximum 

tinkle: (n, v) clink, tink, ting, ring, 
chink, chime, clank, buzz; (n) sound, 
clang; (v) peal 

tinkling: (adj) clinking, tinkly, 
tintinnabulary, reverberant; (n) ting 

tint: (n, v) color, tinge, hue, stain, 
dye, tinct; (n) shade, tincture, tone, 
cast; (v) paint. ANTONYMS: (n) 
white, pallor; (v) whiten, pale 

tinting: (n) shading, coloring, tint, 
coloration 

tiptoe: (v) tip, tippytoe, creep, patter, 
skirt, skip, tilt, sidle, lean; (adj) alert; 
(n) quieter. ANTONYM: (v) clump 

titbit: (adj, n) tidbit; (n) delicacy, 
kickshaw, taste, choice morsel, 
morsel, nectar, something 
fantastical, goody, kickshaws, 
ambrosia 

tithe: (adj, n) tenth; (n) gavel, excise, 
custom, assessment, octroi, 
benevolence, tithing, disme; (n, v) 
tax; (adj) decimal 

titillate: (v) thrill, excite, stimulate, 
intrigue, interest, provoke, arouse, 
attract, coquet, please; (adj) 
appetize. ANTONYM: (v) repulse 

toadstools: (n) bracket fungi, agarics, 
Hymenomycetes 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, 
sweat, drudgery, grind, labour, 
travail; (v) plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect 

toils: (n) net, cobweb, meshes, mesh 
tokens: (n) decorations, 

discriminating marks, indications, 
indicia, insignia, signs, appearances, 
badges 

tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
adequate, respectable, endurable, 
sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
exceptional, unbearable, 
unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
appalling, inadmissible 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, 
passably, acceptably, reasonably, 
enough, moderately, to a tolerable 
degree, pretty, to an adequate 
degree; (adj, adv) somewhat; (adj) 
pretty well. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unbearably, intolerably, 
unacceptably, unreasonably, 
insufficiently, inadequately 

tombstone: (n) headstone, 
monument, stone, memorial, 
marker, keystone 

toper: (n, v) drunkard, sot; (n) 
drinker, tippler, carouser, guzzler, 
bibber, bacchant, imbiber, 
winebibber, tosspot 

topsy-turvy: (adj) confused, upside-
down, deranged, disorderly, chaotic, 
upside down, inverted; (adj, adv) 
upended, inside-out, jumbled; (adv) 
helter-skelter 

torment: (n, v) tease, distress, harass, 
afflict, pain, annoy; (n) agony, 
anguish, suffering; (v) persecute, 
oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
delight, placate, comfort, soothe; (n) 
contentment, happiness, pleasure, 
calm, content 
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tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 
hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm 

torpid: (adj) inactive, sluggish, 
indolent, dull, slow, dormant, lazy, 
dead, lifeless, flat, supine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively 

torpor: (n) lethargy, lassitude, stupor, 
languor, indolence, sluggishness, 
listlessness, torpidity, torpidness; 
(adj, n) inactivity, inertia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, vigor, 
activity 

torrid: (adj) hot, burning, sultry, 
impassioned, fervent, perfervid, 
fervid, fiery, ardent, sweltering, 
passionate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
freezing, cold, cool, frigid, arctic 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt 

torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
crucifixion, torment, agony, 
anguish, dismemberment; (adj) 
harrowing, agonizing, torturesome, 
agonising 

toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 
cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 
convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
catch 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving 
touchstone: (n) standard, criterion, 

benchmark, measure, norm, gauge, 
check, yardstick, measuring stick, 
reagent; (n, v) test 

tracing: (n) trace, copy, design, 
model, chase, drafting, action of 
tracing, blueprint, cast, 
draftsmanship, ghost 

tradesman: (n) shopkeeper, dealer, 
merchant, market keeper, cleaner, 
florist, hosier, retailer, tradespeople, 
businessman, retail dealer 

tradesmen: (n) fellow tradesmen 
traditionary: (adj) traditional 
trait: (n) characteristic, attribute, 

quality, character, idiosyncrasy, 
property; (adj, n) peculiarity, trick; 
(n, v) lineament; (v) stroke, touch 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident 

trample: (v) oppress, stamp, squash, 
crush, tread, flatten, defeat, 
suppress, step, frustrate; (n) 
trampling 

trampling: (n) trample; (adj) moving 

trance: (adj, n) ecstasy; (n, v) coma, 
charm; (n) fascination, daze, dream, 
captivation, spell, stupor, 
obstupefaction; (v) capture. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist, reality, 
alertness 

tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, 
calm. ANTONYMS: (n) noise, 
agitation, movement, panic, 
turbulence, turmoil 

transact: (v) perform, execute, do, 
manage, conduct, deal, bargain, 
negotiate, enact, sell, bank. 
ANTONYM: (v) deny 

transcendent: (adj) incomparable, 
ideal, excellent, divine, supreme, 
sublime, distinguished, eminent, 
preeminent; (v) imposing, solemn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
ridiculous, simple 

transfigure: (v) metamorphose, 
change, transmogrify, transume, 
modify, convert, transmute, alter, 
transfigurate, transpose, translate. 
ANTONYM: (v) maintain 

transitory: (adj) transient, temporary, 
fleeting, momentary, brief, 
ephemeral, temporal, fugacious, 
impermanent, fugitive, transitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) permanent, 
lasting 

translucent: (adj) clear, lucid, 
transparent, semitransparent, 
limpid, pellucid, bright, thin, 
tralucent, gauzy, crystal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) opaque, thick, 
blocked, tough, cloudy, dull 

transmitting: (n) transmission, 
telephotography, posting, mailing, 
forwarding, transmittance, 
transmission system, contagion, 
sending, infection 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, 
perfidy, falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample 

treasured: (adj) precious, prized, 
dear, beloved, loved, valued, 
appreciated, favorite, etched in your 
mind, esteemed, invited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unremarkable 

treasure-trove: (n) hoard 
treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, 

triplex, thribble, double, dual, high, 
voce di testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) 
sing 

trellis: (n) lattice, grille, espalier, 
treillage, train, grate, net, network, 
grill; (v) plait, wattle 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 
(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

tremor: (n, v) shiver, quake, shudder, 
shake; (n) agitation, vibration, 
earthquake, convulsion; (adj, v) 
flutter; (adj, n) trepidation; (v) 
tremble 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, confident, 
steady 

triangular: (adj) tripartite, trilateral, 
trigonal, deltoid, triangled, angular, 
multilateral, angulate 

trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; 
(v) dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance 

trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, 
shortened, neat, mown, level, 
gelded, emasculated, demure, 
cunning, sly 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose 

troop: (n) group, corps, gang, crowd, 
band, brigade, crew, herd, swarm, 
horde; (n, v) flock 

troublesomeness: (n) inconvenience, 
difficultness, incommodiousness, 
flea bite, nuisance value, fly in the 
ointment, difficulty, 
cumbersomeness, worriment 

trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 
trumpet 

trunks: (n) short pants, pants, 
luggage, Jockey shorts, Jamaica 
shorts, Bermuda shorts, bathing 
trunks, bathing suit, costume, 
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drawers, swimming trunks 
trusting: (adj) credulous, 

unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded 

tuft: (n) wisp, crest, cluster, truss, 
knot, fagot, tassel, strand, thicket, 
curl; (adj, n) feather 

tumbled: (adj) disordered 
tumbler: (n) acrobat, beaker, turner, 

mime, roller, buffoon, tumbler 
switch, cup, bowl, flute; (v) glass 

tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) 
plunging; (n) gymnastics, acrobatics, 
stunting, stunt flying, rumbling; 
(adv) headfirst 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance; (n) stir, commotion, 
bustle, din, fuss, excitement; (n, v) 
clamor, disorder, brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm 

tumultuously: (adv) turbulently, 
tempestuously, violently, 
uproariously, boisterously, 
tumultuarily, noisily, furiously, 
loudly, agitatedly; (adj, adv) madly 

tuneful: (adj) musical, melodious, 
harmonious, melodic, sweet, 
tunable, euphonious, dulcet, 
sonorous; (n) lyric, lyrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tuneless, harsh 

tunefulness: (n) melody, 
musicalness, harmony, musicality 

tunic: (n) tunicate, tunicle, tabard, 
adventitia, chiton, surcoat, tunica, 
jacket, robe, coat, integument 

turban: (n) peruke, pelt, periwig, 
pillbox, toque, front, caftan, 
chignon, turbant, headgear, 
millinery 

turkeys: (n) order Galliformes, 
partridges, brush turkeys, chickens, 
curassows, Galliformes, hoatzins, 
pheasants, grouse, quails 

turnips: (n) root crop, brassica, genus 
brassica, cauliflowers, potatoes 

turtle: (n) terrapin, redbelly, cooter, 
snapping turtle, box tortoise, 
painted terrapin, marine turtle, 
slider, sea turtle; (adj) game, venison 

tussle: (n, v) scuffle, fight, struggle, 
brawl, clash; (n) hassle, combat, 
scramble, skirmish, conflict; (v) 
grapple 

tutelary: (adj, v) guardian; (adj) 
custodial, protective, patron; (n) 
God 

twain: (n) pair, brace, dyad, deuce, 
twosome, duo, straddle, bitstock, 
coupling, braces, yoke 

twig: (n) sprig, bough, limb, shoot, 
offshoot, spray, branchlet, scion, 
stalk; (n, v) stick; (v) grasp 

twigs: (n) sprays 
twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 

gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise 

twine: (n, v) coil; (n) string, rope, 
cord; (v) lace, entwine, enlace, 
meander, weave, intertwine, twist. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untwine, 
straighten, unwind 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

twittering: (n) chirping, peeping, 
tweeting 

typifying: (n) representational 
process, typification; (adj) allegorical 

ugliness: (n) eyesore, offensiveness, 
hideousness, garishness, gaudiness, 
grotesqueness, grotesquery, 
repulsiveness, homeliness, 
unsightliness; (adj, n) 
unpleasantness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
beauty, attractiveness, pleasantness 

unaccountable: (adj) 
incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
strange, unintelligible, 
unexplainable, mysterious, 
impenetrable, undiscoverable, 
undecipherable, unknowable, 
unnatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
accountable, explainable, 
responsible, explicable 

unaccountably: (adv) mysteriously, 
especially, curiously, bizarrely 

unaccustomed: (adj) new, strange, 
unusual, inexperienced, 
unseasoned, unacquainted, 
uncustomary, rare, unfamiliar, 
unwonted; (adj, v) untrained. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) familiar, normal, 
ready, usual, prepared, 
knowledgeable, customary 

unacknowledged: (v) unavowed; 
(adj) anonymous, unthanked, 
unrequited, unrewarded, 
unrecognized, unrecognised, virtual, 

unrewarding, undeclared, 
unappreciated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
acknowledged, rewarding 

unacquainted: (adj) unaware, 
unaccustomed, strange, oblivious, 
ignorant, unapprized, unapprised, 
unweeting, inexperienced, innocent, 
not learned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
accustomed, knowledgeable, 
conscious, informed 

unamiable: (adj) uncharitable, 
unfeeling, vinegary, sour, 
disobliging, resembling vinegar, 
morose 

unannounced: (adj) unheralded, 
unexpected 

unassailable: (adj) irrefutable, 
impregnable, invulnerable, strong, 
inviolable, invincible, secure, 
incontestable, watertight, 
incontrovertible, safe. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unsound, disputable, 
shameful, tenuous, corrupt 

unassisted: (adj) alone, unbacked; (v) 
unsupported, unstrengthened; (adv) 
single-handed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
assisted 

unattainable: (adj) impossible, 
inaccessible, impracticable, 
impractical, unapproachable, 
unobtainable, out of print, not 
possible, unassailable, unavailable, 
unbeatable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, accessible, possible, 
attainable, feasible 

unavailing: (adj) fruitless, bootless, 
useless, ineffectual, inefficacious, 
otiose, inutile, ineffective, idle, vain, 
pointless 

unavoidable: (adj) necessary, 
inescapable, ineluctable, irresistible, 
obligatory, certain, indispensable, 
essential, sure, required, avoidless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) escapable, 
unpredictable, optional, unlikely, 
uncertain 

unavoidably: (adv) inescapably, 
necessarily, ineluctably, by 
necessity, of necessity, 
automatically, needs, inevitable, 
relentlessly, true to form, 
unsurprisingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
surprisingly, unnecessarily 

unawares: (adv) suddenly, pop, 
plump, abruptly, a l'improviste, 
unaware, all at once, unexpectedly, 
inadvertently; (adj) unwary, 
unsuspecting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared; (adv) knowingly, 
consciously 

unbecoming: (adj) indecorous, 
unseemly, inappropriate, indecent, 
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indelicate, untoward, unworthy, 
unsuitable, shameful, unbefitting, 
incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dignified, becoming, fitting, proper, 
seemly, correct, decent, suitable 

unbolted: (adj) loose, open, 
unlatched, unlocked, unsecured 

unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 
complete, continual, constant, intact, 
incessant, endless, whole, 
undivided, solid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
plowed, discontinuous, disturbed, 
sporadic, partial 

unceremoniously: (adv) casually, 
familiarly, easily, offhandedly, 
abruptly, ungraciously, uncivilly, 
curtly, closely, intimately, cozily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) attentively, 
carefully, distantly, formally 

unchanging: (adj) stable, permanent, 
steady, invariable, static, perpetual, 
fixed, consistent, uniform, 
changeless, immutable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inconstant, 
changeable, dynamic, flexible, 
perishable, irregular, temporary, 
unequal, variable, erratic 

unchristian: (adj) uncharitable, 
christless, pagan, remorseless, 
unchristianly, antichristian 

unclean: (adj) foul, impure, nasty, 
dirty, grubby, muddy, squalid, 
grimy, sordid, dingy, soiled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, hygienic, 
pure, uncontaminated 

unclose: (v) open, unbar, disclose, 
unbolt, uncover, reveal, unharness, 
unhand, uncork, unrip, undo 

uncomely: (adj) unbecoming, 
indecent, improper, unsightly, 
indecorous, unattractive; (adj, adv, 
n) homely; (adj, adv) unlovely, ugly; 
(adj, n) plain; (adv) improperly 

uncommonly: (adv) rarely, strangely, 
infrequently, scarcely, occasionally, 
exceptionally, oddly; (adj, adv) 
particularly, remarkably, singularly, 
curiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frequently, typically 

unconnected: (adj) detached, 
disjointed, incoherent, unrelated, 
illogical, confused, irrelevant, 
incongruous; (adj, prep) separate, 
separated; (v) unattached. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attached, 
pertinent, relevant, together 

unconquerable: (adj) 
insurmountable, impregnable, 
insuperable, irresistible, unbeatable, 
proof against, resistless, 
indomitable, unquenchable, 

impassable, inextinguishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conquerable, 
feeble 

unconsciously: (adv) instinctively, 
unintentionally, unthinkingly, 
unwittingly, ignorantly, innocently, 
comatosely, automatically, 
obliviously, unsuspectingly, 
inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, deliberately, 
knowingly, purposely 

unconsidered: (adj) inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, unadvised, 
inconsequential, hasty, rash, 
reckless, trifling, inconsiderable, 
unwise, indiscriminate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) prudent, 
deliberate 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak 

unconventional: (adj) improper, 
original, eccentric, unusual, 
irregular, different, odd, peculiar, 
extreme, kinky, wrong. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) usual, typical, 
normal, orthodox, Standard, 
mainstream, conformist, outdated, 
ordinary, proper, traditional 

uncouthly: (adv) boorishly, crudely, 
awkwardly, coarsely, loutishly, 
rudely, barbarously, unpolishedly, 
gawkily, impolitely, clumsily. 
ANTONYM: (adv) gracefully 

uncouthness: (n) coarseness, crudity, 
filthiness, bad manners, 
awkwardness, eccentricity, 
irregularity, vulgarity, tastelessness, 
strangeness, singularity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sophistication, 
purity, propriety 

unctuous: (adj) greasy, oleaginous, 
smooth, buttery, fulsome, fat, 
adipose, fatty; (adj, v) 
sanctimonious; (v) soapy, pietistical 

uncultivated: (adj) savage, ignorant, 
uneducated, wild, fresh, uncivilized, 
rude, untutored, uncultured, artless, 
lowbrow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cultivated, familiar, refined 

uncurtained: (adj) curtainless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) curtained 

undecided: (adj) uncertain, doubtful, 
dubious, unresolved, pending, 
indecisive, irresolute, hesitant, 
debatable, indefinite; (adj, v) 
undetermined. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

certain, determined, sure, settled, 
definite, decisive 

undefined: (adj) indeterminate, 
indistinct, obscure, shadowy, 
uncertain, vague, unspecified, 
ambiguous, unlimited, inexact, 
neutral. ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, 
exact, constrained 

undemonstrative: (adj) unemotional, 
calm, restrained, unresponsive, 
retiring, reticent, uncommunicative, 
inhibited, quiet, placid, mild. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) emotional, 
energetic 

undeniably: (adv) certainly, clearly, 
positively, unarguably, easily, 
incontrovertibly, without doubt, 
without a doubt, unquestionably, 
unmistakably, unavoidably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) arguably, 
possibly, unclearly 

underbrush: (n) brushwood, brush, 
underwood, groundcover, thicket, 
scrub, bushes, coppice, ground 
cover, shrub, weed 

underpinning: (n) groundwork, 
footing, base, basis, support, root, 
bedrock, prop, column, brace, stay 

undertone: (n) undercurrent, 
murmur, tinge, nuance, whisper, 
suggestion, implication, 
connotation, overtone, association, 
hint 

undeveloped: (adj) rudimentary, 
immature, embryonic, latent, fallow, 
early, young, potential, premature, 
crude; (v) undiscovered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) developed, 
mature, active, considered, 
exploited, grown, overt, ready, ripe, 
old 

undeviatingly: (adv) straightly, 
directly, regularly, literally, fixedly, 
unflinchingly, unwaveringly, 
unvaryingly, unvariedly, uniformly, 
unfalteringly 

undismayed: (adj) unappalled, 
unshrinking, unflinching, unshaken, 
valiant, unblanched, unawed, 
unapprehensive, unabashed, 
resolutely courageous, bold 

undisturbed: (adj) peaceful, quiet, 
tranquil, serene, placid, still, easy, 
smooth, uninterrupted, untroubled, 
composed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tense, anxious, agitated, bothered, 
disordered, disturbed, noisy, scared 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, 
behindhand, decayed; (adj, v) 
doomed; (v) accursed, to be pitied, 
devoted 
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unduly: (adv) too, overly, illegally, 
inordinately, immoderately, 
unfairly, unreasonably, extremely, 
irrationally, over, unjustly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reasonably, 
sensibly, moderately, duly, 
justifiably, fairly 

undying: (adj) eternal, perpetual, 
everlasting, deathless, permanent, 
imperishable, endless, unending, 
lasting, abiding; (adj, v) 
indestructible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
temporary, mortal, impermanent, 
ending, inconstant 

uneducated: (adj) illiterate, 
unschooled, uninstructed, rude, 
unlearned, uninformed, 
uncultivated, untaught, unread, 
uncivilized, unenlightened. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, literate, 
learned, intelligent, informed 

unequal: (adj) different, unlike, 
uneven, rough, lopsided, unfair, 
inadequate, disparate, 
disproportionate, unbalanced, 
unsymmetrical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
equal, even, fair, identical, similar, 
same, level, constant, balanced, like, 
corresponding 

unequalled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
alone, peerless, incomparable, 
matchless, unrivaled, unsurpassed, 
unrivalled, solitary, inimitable 

unexplored: (adj) unexplained, 
unapprehended, unascertained, 
undiscovered, unheard of; (v) 
unexamined, uninvented, 
unsearched, unstudied, unweighed, 
unsifted 

unfailing: (adj) infallible, reliable, 
constant, unerring, dependable, 
certain, foolproof, inexhaustible, 
perpetual, steady, trustworthy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
unsure, impermanent, inconsistent, 
erratic, undependable 

unfairly: (adv) dishonestly, 
deceitfully, partially, unequally, 
deceptively, wrongly, wrongfully, 
unduly, fraudulently; (adv, v) 
foully, shamefully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) honestly, justly, reasonably, 
evenly, genuinely 

unfalteringly: (adv) steadfastly, 
unwaveringly, firmly, 
unswervingly, resolutely, stalwartly, 
persistently, steadily, unflaggingly, 
unflinchingly, loyally 

unfinished: (adj) rough, rude, 
unaccomplished, imperfect, 
incomplete, partial, immature, 
unpolished, raw, undone; (v) 

uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
finished, complete, complex, 
completed 

unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 
inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
(adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 
competent; (v) qualify 

unfixed: (adj, v) uncertain, vague, 
ambiguous, undetermined; (adj) 
unsettled, nebulous, unstable, 
undefined, loose; (adj, adv) moving; 
(v) stray. ANTONYMS: (adj) fixed, 
constant, definite 

unfolding: (n) development, growth, 
flowering, display, recitation, dawn, 
process, solution, disclosure; (adj) 
ongoing, duration 

unfulfilled: (adj) wanting, 
unsuccessful, unsatisfied, 
unrealized, unrealised, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, displeased, 
discontented 

ungainly: (adj) clumsy, gawky, 
unwieldy, inelegant, inept, 
maladroit, uncouth, graceless, stiff, 
wooden, unmanageable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
manageable, adroit, fitting, elegant 

ungenerous: (adj, v) illiberal; (adj) 
stingy, parsimonious, miserly, 
cheap, uncharitable, close, narrow, 
tightfisted, closefisted, penurious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, kind 

ungenial: (adj) indigestible, chill 
ungraceful: (adj) clumsy, ungainly, 

graceless, inelegant, stiff, uncouth, 
maladroit, mean, gauche, 
unbecoming, unhandsome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) elegant 

unguarded: (adj) vulnerable, 
incautious, defenseless, careless, 
unprotected, exposed, insecure, 
undefended; (v) thoughtless, 
thriftless, shiftless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, careful, safe, 
guarded, armed, invulnerable, 
secure 

unheard-of: (adj) extraordinary, 
unknown, wonderful, unlikely, 
unimaginable, uncanny, outlandish, 
unaccountable, obscure, nameless, 
inconceivable 

uniformity: (n) consistency, 
constancy, evenness, sameness, 
equality, monotony, regularity, 
similarity, order, identity, 
proportion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variety, inconsistency, 
nonuniformity, variation, 

dissimilarity, unevenness 
unimpeachable: (adj) 

unexceptionable, irreproachable, 
blameless, unquestionable, flawless, 
impeccable, perfect, spotless, 
inculpable; (n) creditable, estimable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) corrupt 

unimportant: (adj) insignificant, 
frivolous, inconsequential, 
irrelevant, trifling, slight, petty, 
little, negligible, immaterial, minor. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) important, 
significant, major, crucial, relevant, 
serious, powerful, connected, 
central, profound, considerable 

unimpressible: (adj) nonchalant, 
obdurate, unimpressionable, 
unchangeable, unalterable, fast, 
impenetrable, steadfast, immovable, 
fixed, firmly fixed 

uninhabited: (adj) empty, desert, 
desolate, vacant, unoccupied, 
unpopulated, uninhabitable, lonely, 
untenanted, unsettled, waste. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhabited, 
overcrowded, populous 

unintelligent: (adj) dull, silly, 
senseless, foolish, mindless, 
brainless, idiotic, inane, shallow, 
stolid, thick. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intelligent, bright, clever, wise, 
confident, sensible 

unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious 

unintentionally: (adv) unwittingly, 
by chance, inadvertently, by 
accident, unexpectedly, 
involuntarily, unconsciously, 
fortuitously, by mistake, 
unintendedly, unplannedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
purposely, knowingly 

unison: (n) agreement, union, accord, 
coincidence, accordance, concord, 
unity, unisonance, concurrence, 
consonance, concordance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disharmony, disarray 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, 
unmerited, unjustified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, equitable, 
rightful, reasonable, good 

unjustly: (adv) wrongly, wrongfully, 
wickedly, iniquitously, inequitably, 
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undeservedly, illegally, foully, 
injuriously, unrighteously, 
unjustifiedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
rightly, reasonably 

unkind: (adj) cruel, harsh, unfeeling, 
inconsiderate, pitiless, heartless, 
inhuman, hard, thoughtless, brutal, 
mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
considerate, pleasant, friendly, 
thoughtful, tactful, mild, gentle, 
generous, flattering, compassionate 

unkindly: (adv) cruelly, brutally, 
badly, maliciously, meanly, 
heartlessly, inconsiderately, 
pitilessly, nastily, 
unsympathetically; (adj) unkind. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
understandingly, pleasantly, 
innocently, gently, compassionately, 
benevolently, thoughtfully, 
mercifully 

unknowingly: (adv) inadvertently, 
unconsciously, ignorantly, 
unawarely, unweetingly, naively, 
unawares. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
mindfully, wittingly, deliberately 

unlearned: (adj) ignorant, 
unenlightened, illiterate, 
uninformed, unlettered, unread, 
uninstructed, unconditioned, 
nescient, innate, unknowing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conditioned, 
cultured, educated 

unlocked: (adj) unbarred, unlatched, 
unbolted, not closed, loose, 
unsecured, ajar, wide open, 
unguaranteed 

unlooked-for: (adj) unforeseen 
unlovely: (adj) unpleasant, unsightly, 

plain, inelegant, tasteless, 
unbecoming; (adj, adv) uncomely, 
unseemly; (adv) unpleasantly, 
unpicturesquely, plainly 

unloving: (adj) loveless 
unmeasured: (adj) illimitable, 

measureless, unbounded, limitless, 
immeasurable, boundless, 
unfathomable, untold, 
immensurable, unmeasurable, 
unnumbered 

unmingled: (adj) unmixed, plain, 
uncompounded, sheer, simple, 
uncombined, concentrated, homely, 
artless, bluff, patent 

unmistakable: (adj) obvious, evident, 
plain, manifest, decided, palpable, 
apparent, decisive; (adj, v) 
unequivocal, positive, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) vague, unclear, 
uncertain, indefinite, doubtful, 
inconspicuous, equivocal 

unmoved: (adj) apathetic, unaffected, 

indifferent, unconcerned, 
unimpressed, uninspired, 
dispassionate, imperturbable, calm, 
undisturbed, fixed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) affected, compliant, uptight, 
concerned, enthusiastic, tolerant, 
sensitive 

unnatural: (adj) affected, artificial, 
grotesque, supernatural, forced, 
abnormal, eccentric, uncanny, 
stilted, mannered, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, normal, 
real, unaffected, commonplace, 
genuine, sincere 

unnerved: (v) relaxed; (adj) 
enervated, afraid, alarmed, anxious, 
fearful, hysterical, scared, tense, 
terrified, timid. ANTONYM: (adj) 
confident 

unobtrusively: (adv) 
inconspicuously, unassumingly, 
quietly, unpretentiously, modestly, 
retiringly, tastefully, reservedly, 
unostentatiously, timidly, hesitantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conspicuously, 
brashly, obviously 

unoccupied: (adj) empty, vacant, 
unemployed, free, desolate, void, 
uninhabited, idle, inactive, deserted, 
abandoned. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
inhabited, overcrowded, solid, 
working, busy 

unpardonable: (adj) irremissible, 
unforgivable, indefensible, terrible, 
appalling, unwarranted, awful, 
unacceptable, shocking, not 
remissible; (v) inexpiable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pardonable, 
excusable, justified, excellent, 
justifiable 

unpardonably: (adj, adv) 
unforgivably, indefensibly; (adv) 
unjustifiably, unwarrantably, 
appallingly, intolerably; (adj) 
unreasonably, excessively, unduly, 
unwarrantedly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
understandably 

unpractised: (adj) inexperienced, 
raw, green, fresh, unskilled 

unquestionable: (adj) 
incontrovertible, indisputable, sure, 
incontestable, indubitable, certain, 
unequivocal, irrefutable, undoubted, 
definite; (v) unimpeachable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dubious, 
uncertain, doubtful, indefinite, 
tenuous, provisional, debatable, 
disputable 

unquestionably: (adv) certainly, 
definitely, indubitably, decidedly, 
indisputably, positively, surely, of 
course, assuredly, no doubt; (adj) 

doubtless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
doubtfully, possibly, arguably 

unquiet: (adj) restless, anxious, 
nervous, turbulent, unsettled, 
disturbed, fussy, tumultuous; (v) 
movable, saltatory, shifting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quiet 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic, 
fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, 
untrue; (adj, v) ideal, fancied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, natural, 
substantial, authentic, ordinary, 
plausible 

unreality: (n) irreality, cloud, 
falseness, imagination, 
immateriality, pointlessness, 
uselessness, futility, emptiness, 
nonexistence, hollowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reality, value, 
existence 

unrealized: (adj) latent, potential, 
unconscious, unrealised, 
unsuccessful 

unreckonable: (adj) immeasurable 
unrecognized: (adj) 

unacknowledged, unknown, 
unnoticed, thankless, incognito, not 
recognized, unidentified 

unremarked: (adj, v) unnoticed; (v) 
unattended to, unheeded, 
unmarked, unnoted, unobserved, 
unseen, unthought of, unregarded 

unresistingly: (adv) inertly, 
submissively, inactively, meekly, 
clearly, evidently, fruitfully, openly, 
pregnantly, significantly 

unruly: (adj) boisterous, 
insubordinate, disobedient, 
intractable, headstrong, 
uncontrollable, wayward, 
rambunctious, ungovernable, 
lawless, rebellious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) manageable, obedient, 
yielding, biddable, compliant, loyal, 
gentle, peaceful, placid, restrained 

unsatisfactorily: (adv) badly, 
insufficiently, inadequately, weakly, 
pathetically, pitifully, 
disappointingly, imperfectly, 
absurdly, embarrassingly, 
derisorily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
satisfactorily, impressively, well, 
perfectly, competently 

unscrupulous: (adj) dishonest, 
unprincipled, unethical, immoral, 
dishonorable, crooked, unfair, 
unconscionable, sharp, 
unconscientious, sly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) scrupulous, principled, ethical, 
honest, moral 

unscrupulously: (adv) shamelessly, 
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unprincipledly, crookedly, 
dishonestly, falsely, ruthlessly, 
unfairly, depravedly, 
consciencelessly, roguishly, sharply. 
ANTONYM: (adv) honestly 

unscrupulousness: (n) immorality, 
corruption, depravity, evil, 
wickedness, evilness. ANTONYM: 
(n) honesty 

unseasonable: (adj) inopportune, 
inappropriate, premature, ill timed, 
improper, immature, inconvenient, 
ill-timed, inept, unchancy; (v) 
illtimed 

unseemliness: (n) indecency, 
indecorum, indiscretion, ineptitude, 
ineptness, rudeness, tactlessness, 
unsuitability, indecorousness, bad 
taste, inappropriateness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) politeness, 
propriety, decency 

unseemly: (adj) indecent, 
unbecoming, indelicate, 
inappropriate, gross, impolite, 
unbefitting; (adj, v) indecorous; (adj, 
adv) uncomely; (adv) indecently, 
unbecomingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
proper, appropriate, dignified, due, 
fitting, polite, suitable, correct, 
decent, sensitive 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unsettle: (v) perturb, confuse, 
discompose, unnerve, disconcert, 
ruffle, trouble, disorder, discomfit, 
upset, derange. ANTONYMS: (v) 
settle, smooth, reassure, order, 
balance, compose, soothe 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, 
calmed, calm 

unshaped: (adj) amorphous, 
unfashioned, inchoate, shapeless, 
unhewn, unshapen. ANTONYM: 
(adj) distinct 

unsightly: (adj) repulsive, hideous, 
unpleasant, unattractive, uncomely, 
unlovely, unseemly, disagreeable, 
nasty, homely, plain. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) beautiful, nice, pleasing, pretty, 
appealing, attractive 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, 

dreadful, awful, terrible, 
inexpressible, nasty, horrible, 
atrocious, indefinable, shocking; 
(adj, v) unutterable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nice, wonderful, pleasant, 
good, lovely, bearable 

unspiritual: (adj) materialistic, 
temporal, carnal, impersonal, 
nonsubjective, physical, sensual, 
terrestrial, ungodly, bodily, profane. 
ANTONYM: (adj) spiritual 

unsubstantial: (adj) unreal, airy, thin, 
imaginary, shadowy, light, empty, 
immaterial, insignificant, vaporous; 
(adj, v) flimsy 

unsullied: (adj) unstained, 
unblemished, unspotted, 
immaculate, pure, innocent, 
spotless, chaste, stainless, guiltless, 
unsoiled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blemished, tainted, corrupt, old 

unsuspected: (v) unspied; (adj) 
unimagined, covert, adventitious, 
unseen, unanticipated 

unsuspecting: (adj) gullible, naive, 
innocent, unsuspicious, credulous, 
unaware, trustful, unconscious, 
unwary, not suspicious, unwitting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) suspicious, 
shrewd, prepared, expecting, 
conscious, realizing 

untasted: (adj) fuller, full, still full, 
untouched, unswayed 

untenanted: (adj) vacant, 
uninhabited. ANTONYM: (adj) 
occupied 

untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue 

untold: (adj) infinite, incalculable, 
innumerable, vast, uncounted, 
unnumbered, unlimited, endless; (v) 
unsaid, untalked of, unpublished. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) little, minor, 
small, tiny, open, slight 

unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, inexpressible, 
unpronounceable, indefinable, 
untellable, unnameable, 
unapproachable, beyond 
description, incommunicable, 
terrible 

unwelcome: (adj) undesirable, 
objectionable, unpopular, unasked, 
unwished, unintroduced, unvisited, 
uninvited, unpleasant; (adj, n) 
disagreeable, unsatisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) welcome, 

desirable, gratifying, wanted, 
fortunate 

unwholesome: (adj) noxious, 
harmful, noisome, morbid, 
injurious, detrimental, sickly, 
insalubrious, corrupting, diseased, 
damaging. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
healthy, decent, wholesome, 
pleasant 

unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare, 
unusual, unused, infrequent, 
uncustomary, singular, 
extraordinary, scarce, 
unaccountable, remarkable 

unwontedly: (adv) unusually, 
infrequently, rarely, 
unaccustomedly 

unworn: (adj) unallayed, unwithered, 
unshaken, not habituated, not 
familiar, lately manifested, fresh, 
modern, new, new scenes, recent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worn 

unworthy: (adj) undeserving, base, 
disgraceful, ignoble, low, 
contemptible, despicable, ugly, 
unmerited, unseemly, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deserving, 
valuable, honorable, estimable, 
reputable 

upheld: (adj) supported, bolstered, 
swelled out 

uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 
defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
confirm, countenance, bolster, 
encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
contradict, endanger, abandon, 
oppose, quit, undermine, end 

uplifted: (adj) high, raised, noble, not 
inverted, not prone, proud, 
undismayed, stately, lofty, sublime, 
animated 

uplifting: (n) ascent, exaltation, 
edification, upbuoyance; (adj) 
heartening, healing, gratifying, 
exhilarating, exalted, curative, 
cheering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deadly, ridiculous, heartbreaking 

upreared: (adj) elevated 
uprightness: (adj, n) honesty, 

rectitude, fairness, honor, right, 
fidelity, probity, candor, equity; (n) 
morality, truth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
debauchery, wickedness, decadence, 
dishonesty, immorality, indecency 

uproar: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance, tumult; (n) din, noise, 
turmoil, commotion, disorder, 
confusion; (adj, n) row; (n, v) brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, peace, 
serenity, order 

urchin: (n) brat, imp, elf, ragamuffin, 
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pixy, rogue, bairn, scamp, fairy; (adj, 
n) chit, dwarf 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, 
highest; (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) 
supreme; (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, 
v) greatest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, worst 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, 
explicit, oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said 

vacancy: (n) emptiness, blank, 
opening, void, incogitancy, post, 
blankness, inanity, absence; (adj, n) 
vacuity; (adj) depletion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fill, tenancy, 
overflow 

vacantly: (adj, adv) vacuously, 
expressionlessly, inanely; (adv) 
voidly, emptily, unoccupiedly, 
hollowly, unemployedly, 
thoughtlessly, freely, barely 

vagabond: (n, v) tramp; (adj, n) 
vagrant; (v) roam, stray, wander, 
range, ramble; (n) outcast, bum, 
wanderer, nomad. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inhabitant, resident; (adj) settled 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, 
itinerant, Peripatetic, rambling; (n) 
tramp, hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) 
unsettled, erratic. ANTONYM: (n) 
resident 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective 

vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 
fruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 
worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 
arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, 
adv) foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
fruitfully, successfully, effectively 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay 

vanishing: (n) disappearance, 
vanishment, dissipation; (adj) dying, 
fleeting, momentary, breaking up, 
declining, diminishing, dissolving, 
evanescent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, increasing 

vantage: (n) superiority, preference, 
start, handicap, expediency, 
expedience, advantageousness, 
odds, asset, tax advantage, head 
start. ANTONYM: (n) disadvantage 

vapor: (n) fog, cloud, steam, haze, 
evaporation, vapour, fume; (adj, n) 
gas, air; (adj, v) bluster; (v) boast 

vapory: (adj) ethereal, foggy 
variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 

varicolored, varicoloured, various, 
piebald, speckled, assorted, 
different, multicolored, pied. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uniform 

variously: (adv) differently, 
multifariously, sundrily, variedly, 
severally, assortedly, dissimilarly, 
numerously, versatilely, diversly, 
variegatedly 

vase: (n) jar, urn, barrel, vessel, 
container, jug, pitcher, pot, bouquet, 
bushel 

vastness: (n) enormity, immensity, 
immenseness, enormousness, 
grandeur, size, hugeness, bigness, 
extent, magnificence, grandness. 
ANTONYM: (n) closeness 

vault: (n, v) leap, bound, spring, 
jump, arch, hop, hurdle; (n) grave, 
tomb, cellar, crypt 

vegetative: (adj) vegetal, 
vegetational, involuntary, fertile, 
asexual, vegetive, nonsexual 

vehemence: (n) force, violence, fury, 
passion, eagerness, strength, 
impetuosity, enthusiasm, fierceness, 
heat, fervor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, meekness, serenity 

veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, 
mask, cloud, shroud, camouflage; 
(v) cloak, conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 
expose 

venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
estimable, August, respectable, 
aged, distinguished, sacred, worthy, 
of long standing, revered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
unimpressive, undignified, 
disreputable 

venerableness: (n) holiness, antiquity 
venial: (adj) excusable, pardonable, 

forgivable, minor, veniable, small, 
underage, modest, nonaged 

venison: (adj) turtle; (n) beef, chicken, 
ham, lamb, mutton, pork, red meat, 
animal protein, white meat 

venomous: (adj) poisonous, toxic, 
noxious, malicious, virulent, 
spiteful, bitter, deadly, baneful, 
caustic, vicious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
kind, praising, loving, gentle 

vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress 

verdant: (adj) lush, leafy, flourishing, 
fresh, raw, verdurous, blooming, 
immature, inexperienced, emerald, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) dying, 
urban, withering 

verdure: (adj, n) greenness; (n) 
greenery, foliage, verdancy, viridity, 
green, leafage, flora, freshness, 
strength, vegetable kingdom 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, 
in reality, genuinely, quitely, 
actually, selfly, truely, identically, 
exactly; (adv, int) in truth 

veritable: (adj, v) real, true, actual, 
very; (adj) genuine, authentic, bona 
fide, unquestionable, factual, 
truthful, right. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
false, unreal 

vest: (n) waistcoat, undershirt, 
singlet, oilskins, jubbah; (v) invest, 
clothe, enthrone, endow, put, 
ordain. ANTONYM: (v) divest 

vestige: (n, v) trace, remains, track, 
token, footprint; (n) relic, shadow, 
remnant, indication, evidence, 
remainder 

vexation: (adj, n) annoyance, 
nuisance; (n) irritation, worry, 
aggravation, displeasure, chagrin, 
chafe, anger, frustration, botheration 

vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 
pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated 

vexing: (adj) irritating, infuriating, 
maddening, annoying, galling, 
troublesome, bothersome, 
aggravating, exasperating, irksome, 
pestiferous 

vibrate: (v) shake, shiver, oscillate, 
tremble, quiver, shudder, swing, 
wobble, palpitate, thrill, throb 

vibrating: (adj) tremulous, vibratory, 
vibrant, swinging, hollow, moving, 
oscillating, that oscillates, resonant; 
(n) shaking system 

vibration: (n) tremor, shudder, 
quiver, beat, pulse, oscillation, 
shiver, pulsation, trembling, 
undulation, movement. 
ANTONYM: (n) stillness 

vibrations: (n) vibes, atmosphere, 
ambiance, premonition, 
undercurrent, feelings, vibraharp, 
vibraphone, ambience 

vicissitude: (adj) fluctuation; (n) 
variation, mutation, innovation, 
reverse, turn, revolution, novelty, 
transition, alteration, alternation. 
ANTONYM: (n) stagnation 

vicissitudes: (n) changeability, life, 
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variableness, variability 
victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, 

victual, edible, provender, grub, 
sustenance, support, diet, nutriment 

vigil: (n) wake, lookout; (adj, n, v) 
watch; (adj, n) vigilance, 
surveillance; (v) wakefulness, guard; 
(adj) vigilant, eyes of Argus, watch 
and ward; (n, v) sentry 

vigor: (n, v) energy; (adj, n) intensity; 
(n) spirit, vitality, force, life, 
strength, power, might, vim, 
stamina. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, apathy, frailty, laziness, 
enervation, inactivity, indifference, 
illness, lifelessness, sluggishness, 
tardiness 

vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
(adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, 
ignoble, evil, sorry, revolting, 
offensive, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, kind, nice, lovely, lovable, 
gentle, honorable, good, delightful, 
admirable, noble 

villain: (n) rascal, scoundrel, rogue, 
knave, miscreant, criminal, bandit, 
crook, reprobate, varlet, rapscallion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) heroine, hero 

vindicate: (adj, v) absolve, clear, 
exonerate, exculpate; (v) excuse, 
acquit, defend, maintain, uphold, 
assert, rationalize. ANTONYMS: (v) 
punish, blame, accuse, condemn 

vindicated: (adj) exculpated, 
exonerated, cleared, absolved, 
unmortgaged, unclouded, safe, 
easily deciphered, easily perceptible, 
clean, guiltless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wrong 

vindication: (n) defense, apology, 
excuse, defence, plea, alibi, acquittal, 
assertion, reason, exoneration, 
protection. ANTONYM: (n) 
accusation 

vine: (n) grapevine, grape, creeper, 
vignette, vignoble, potato, gourd, 
groundnut, haoma, horsebrier, hoya 

vinegar: (n) verjuice, eisel, crab, 
condiment, chili vinegar, brine, cider 
vinegar, acetum, acetic acid, alum 

violated: (adj) profaned, seduced, 
dishonored; (v) strained, disunited, 
ruined financially, subjugated, 
rough, not continuous, humbled, 
fractured 

virginal: (adj) pure, chaste, vestal, 
virtuous, innocent, intact, spotless, 
fresh, maidenly; (n) Ebenezer, pair 
of virginals 

virulence: (adj, n) rancor, acerbity, 
venom; (n) animosity, hostility, 
pique, bitterness, malice, malignity, 

malignancy; (adj) gall 
visage: (n) face, look, mug, 

physiognomy, expression, kisser, 
appearance, aspect, brow, smiler, 
forehead 

visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 
manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
invisibly, secretly, ambiguously 

visionary: (adj, n) utopian; (adj, v) 
imaginary; (adj) airy, fanciful, 
unreal, dreamy, ideal, romantic; (n) 
seer, dreamer, prophet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
unromantic, practical, real, realistic, 
unimaginative 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective 

vitiated: (adj, v) tainted; (adj) corrupt, 
diminished, depraved, perverted, 
corrupted, lessened, profligate, 
adulterate, faded; (v) morbid 

vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, dullness, sluggishness 

vividly: (adv) brightly, lively, 
intensely, clearly, brilliantly, 
graphically, strikingly, dramatically, 
colorfully, glowingly, severely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) blandly, 
modestly, vaguely 

vixen: (adj, n) shrew; (n) virago, 
termagant, fury, harpy, hag, fox, 
reynard, hellcat, hart, harpy eagle 

vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work 

vociferous: (adj) loud, clamorous, 
blatant, boisterous, clamant, 
strident, obstreperous, vocal, 
tumultuous, turbulent, blustering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) silent, tranquil, 
shy, gentle, soft 

vogue: (n) fashion, style, mode, rage, 
trend, popularity, currency, fad, 
craze, custom, bandwagon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfashionable, 
unpopular, unstylish 

volition: (n, v) will, testament; (n) 
choice, option, selection, 
determination, conation, preference, 
velleity, free will; (v) purpose 

voluminously: (adv) greatly, 
massively, extensively, roomily, 
vastly, copiously, prolificly, 

comprehensively, prolifically, 
commodiously, spaciously 

volunteering: (adj) volunteer 
voluptuous: (adj) luscious, 

voluptuary, sensual, carnal, 
sybaritic, epicurean, buxom, sexy, 
sensuous, lascivious, erotic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) underdeveloped 

voracity: (n) rapacity, greed, 
gluttony, ravenousness, 
rapaciousness, esurience, 
greediness, eagerness, hunger, 
voraciousness, covetousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) moderation 

vouch: (v) guarantee, secure, 
promise, certify, attest, pledge, 
swear, testify, protest, confirm, 
affirm. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, 
disavow, refute 

voyager: (n) passenger, traveller, 
tourist, explorer, itinerant, 
commuter, wanderer, wayfarer, 
adventurer 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, 
gross, unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, 
decent, artistic, pleasant, clean 

wailing: (n, v) lamentation, lament, 
moaning; (adj) lamenting, weeping, 
crying, wailful, howling, sobbing; 
(adj, n) bawling; (n) cry 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket 

walnut: (n) wood, walnut tree; (v) 
succotash, waffle, vanilla, trepang, 
porterhouse steak, supawn, salmis, 
sea slug, sauerkraut 

warble: (n, v) chant, trill; (v) chirp, 
chirrup, descant, twitter, quaver, 
yodel, carol, pipe, hum 

wares: (n) merchandise, goods, 
commodities, stock, product, 
commodity, freight, cargo, ware, 
refill, shipment 

warmer: (n) stove, oilstove, deicer, 
defroster, brasier, radiator, brazier, 
warming, warmed, demister, gas 
heater 

warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 
bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, 
sanctioned, allowed; (n) securer 

watchfulness: (n) care, caution, 
alertness, heed, wariness, jealousy, 
attentiveness, attention, solicitude, 
concern, anxiety. ANTONYMS: (n) 
recklessness, inattentiveness 
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waterproof: (n) raincoat, mac, 
Macintosh, mack, slicker; (adj) 
rainproof, impermeable, 
waterproofed, impervious; (v) 
weatherproof, seal. ANTONYM: 
(adj) permeable 

waver: (v) vacillate, fluctuate, 
hesitate, totter, hover, wave; (n, v) 
quiver, flicker, shake, flutter, 
tremble. ANTONYMS: (v) resolve, 
continue 

wayward: (adj) contrary, disobedient, 
obstinate, stubborn, intractable, 
unruly, capricious; (adj, n) freakish, 
crotchety, wanton, fanciful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) controllable, 
good, manageable, biddable 

weaken: (n, v) dilute; (v) lessen, 
diminish, debilitate, break, 
attenuate, relax, undermine, 
enervate, thin; (adj, v) enfeeble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bolster, grow, 
escalate, increase, refresh, improve, 
enhance, continue, condense, 
concentrate, boost 

wearer: (n) enjoyer 
wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 

fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate 

weather-beaten: (adj) gnarled, 
rugged 

weave: (v) twine, braid, knit, 
entwine, interweave, wind, waver, 
plait, fabricate, inweave; (n) texture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) separate, 
unweave, unpick 

webster: (n) Daniel Webster, Noah 
Webster, weaver, Webber 

wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, unattached 

wedge: (v) compress, jam, pack, ram, 
stuff, lodge; (n) chock, shim, slice, 
cuneus; (n, v) stick. ANTONYMS: 
(v) dislodge, remove; (n) whole 

weed: (n) grass, marijuana, pot, plant, 
fireweed, smoke, ganja; (v) 
eliminate, hoe, plow; (adj) pick 

weeded: (adj) weedless 
weightily: (adv) heavily, 

ponderously, cumbersomely, 
momentously, influentially, 
seriously, powerfully, profoundly, 
burdensomely, cogently, unwieldily 

weighty: (adj) heavy, ponderous, 
grievous, powerful, profound; (adj, 
v) grave, serious, momentous, 
significant, solemn, influential. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, light, 
unimportant, trivial, weightless, 
unsubstantial, thin, solvable, small, 

facile, easy 
well-considered: (adj) studied 
well-grounded: (adj) cogent, definite, 

just, learned, sound, unquestionable, 
valid 

well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 
practically 

well-ordered: (adj) systematic, 
businesslike 

well-worn: (adj) hackneyed, trite, 
worn, threadbare, stale, stereotyped, 
boring, unimaginative 

whalebone: (n) baleen, latex, 
caoutchouc, rubber, India rubber, 
dice, bone, gum elastic, horn, Indian 
rubber, natural rubber 

wharf: (n) quay, harbor, port, pier, 
waterfront, jetty, nailery, bindery, 
beehive, basin; (n, v) berth 

wheelbarrow: (n) barrow, handcart, 
pushcart, lawn cart, garden cart, 
tumulus, burial mound, truck, 
barrowful, grave mound 

wheeled: (adj) on wheels. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wheelless 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; 
(adv, n) why; (n) reason, proof; 
(adv) accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then 

wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith 
whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 

stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, 
fillip, stimulus; (adj) point. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, dishearten, 
dull, dampen, quench 

whim: (n, v) fancy, vagary, humor, 
freak; (n) notion, impulse, fad, 
mood, whimsy, thought, idea. 
ANTONYMS: (n) plan, reality, 
aversion 

whirling: (adj) rotary, revolving, 
dizzy, giddy, lightheaded, rotating, 
vortical; (n) rotation, gyration, 
revolution; (adj, n) swirling 

whirlwind: (n) tornado, hurricane, 
twister, gale, tempest, cyclone, 
typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 
flurry, dust devil 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards 

whispering: (n) whisper, murmur, 
susurration, rustle, report, stage 
whisper; (adj, n) rustling; (adj) 
susurrant, tranquil, hoarse, 
susurrous 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 

pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for 

wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
salubrious, healthful, salutary, 
sound, good, nutritious, nourishing, 
pure, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
decadent, deadly, unsavory 

whosoever: (pron) whoever, 
whatever, anything that, 
whatsoever, whatso 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

widower: (n) adult male, widowman, 
man 

wilder: (n) Samuel Wilder, Thornton 
Niven Wilder, Thornton Wilder, 
Billy Wilder 

wildness: (n) fierceness, ferocity, 
savageness, abandon, rage, 
extravagance, ferociousness, 
intensity, vehemence; (v) 
wilderness; (n, v) waste. 
ANTONYMS: (n) tameness, order, 
meekness, gentleness, caution, 
orderliness 

wilfully: (adv) willfully, designedly, 
deliberately, knowingly, frowardly, 
headstrongly, consciously, 
stubbornly, purposefully, 
persistently, on purpose 

willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
disposedly, actively, openly, 
obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
reluctantly, uncooperatively, 
unenthusiastically 

wilted: (v) stale, shaken, dilapidated, 
frayed, passe; (adj) withered, limp, 
wizened, wasted away, wasted, 
threadbare 

winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed 

wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
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instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 
nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer 

wintry: (adj, v) frosty, glacial, 
freezing, icy; (adj) arctic, frigid, 
wintery, frozen, chilly, chill, 
hibernal. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
summery, hot, vernal, autumnal, 
balmy, tropical, warm 

wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
recklessly, imprudently, 
immaturely, illogically 

wistfully: (adv) pensively, 
meditatively, desirously, longingly, 
yearningly, broodingly, reflectively, 
wishfully, melancholy, thoughtfully, 
nostalgically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
contentedly 

witchcraft: (n) incantation, sorcery, 
witchery, enchantment, spell, black 
magic, necromancy, fascination, 
charm, black art, glamour 

witchery: (adj, n) fascination, 
enchantment; (n) sorcery, glamour, 
spell, magic, black magic, 
necromancy, enticement, 
allurement, temptation 

withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, however, even so, 
all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 
enough 

wither: (v) shrink, wilt, contract, 
shrivel, languish, droop, dry, waste, 
wane, atrophy, decay. ANTONYMS: 
(v) swell, strengthen, grow, blossom, 
flourish 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump 

withheld: (adj) hidden, 
uncommitted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ongoing 

withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 
deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add 

withholding: (n) detention, 
reservation, withholding tax, 
confinement, custody, deduction, 
deprivation, estrangement, holding, 
keeping, maintenance. ANTONYM: 
(n) release 

withstand: (v) stand, bear, survive, 
defy, weather, sustain, brave, suffer; 
(n, v) resist, oppose, confront. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, 

succumb 
wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 

common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother 
wit, right mind, judgment 

wizard: (n) necromancer, sorcerer, 
conjuror, genius, enchanter, 
conjurer, expert, whiz, ace, warlock; 
(adj, n) adept. ANTONYM: (n) 
rookie 

wizened: (adj) wizen, shrunken, thin, 
lean, shriveled, shrivelled, sear, 
wrinkled, sere; (v) tabid, 
strangulated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moist, unwrinkled 

woefully: (adv) lamentably, 
deplorably, unhappily, mournfully, 
wretchedly, gloomily, ruefully; (adj, 
adv) grievously, dreadfully, 
piteously, miserably 

womanhood: (n) muliebrity, 
femininity, adulthood, maturity, 
manhood, womankind, wifehood, 
softness, social class, majority, adult 
female 

womanish: (adj) tender, feminine, 
female, womanlike, womanly, weak, 
unmanly 

womankind: (n) womanhood, gentle 
sex, people 

womanly: (adj, v) effeminate; (adj) 
ladylike, womanish, female, 
womanlike, wifely, weak, maidenly, 
matronly; (v) soft, feminate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwomanly 

wonderingly: (adv) quizzically 
wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 

practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise 

wonted: (adj, n) habitual, ordinary, 
usual, familiar; (adj) everyday, 
general, conventional, routine; (n) 
accustomed, common, regular 

woodcock: (n) shore bird, shorebird, 
snipe, limicoline bird 

woodwork: (n) woodworking, 
joinery, cabinetwork, millwork, 
cabinetmaking, work, trade, craft, 
wainscot, skirting board, lining 

workhouse: (n) workshop, 
almshouse, shop, jail, gaol, 
jailhouse, labor, clink 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer 

workmanlike: (adj) workmanly, 
competent, well performed, efficient 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 

profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial 

worm: (v) squirm, wriggle, twist, 
spiral, helix, writhe; (n) helminth, 
maggot; (adj) emmet, midge, fly 

worshipful: (adj, v) great; (v) 
honorable, noble, proud, dignified; 
(adj) reverential, godly, adoring, 
venerable, divine, doting 

worshipping: (adj) worshiping; (n) 
adoration 

worthily: (adv) excellently, 
honorably, becomingly, 
praiseworthily, deservingly, 
splendidly, generously, 
meritoriously, virtuously, uprightly, 
goodly. ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
dishonorably 

worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, 
trivial, cheap, miserable, null. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precious, useful, 
worthwhile, priceless, meaningful, 
helpful, invaluable, deserving, valid, 
worthy, substantial 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
distort, contort, force 

wrested: (adj) perverted, distorted, 
twisted, wry 

wrestler: (n) athlete, combatant, 
lightweight, grappler, matman, 
gladiator, prize fighter, pugilist, 
heavyweight, bruiser, the fancy 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak 

wretchedly: (adv) pathetically, 
unhappily, desperately, 
calamitously, sadly, meanly, 
forlornly, piteously, disastrously, 
gloomily; (adj, adv) miserably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) hopefully 

wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 
distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; 
(adj) puckered, creased, wrinkly, 
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wizened, crumpled, lined, gnarled, 
unironed, crinkled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwrinkled, ironed, straight 

wrinkles: (n) crow's feet 
wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 

offended 
wrongs: (n) mala 
wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 

worked up, formed 
xiii: (n) long dozen, large integer 
xvii: (n) large integer 
xviii: (n) large integer 
yankee: (n) American, Canadian, 

northerner, Caledonian, Irishman, 
Canuck, Cambrian, Scot, Scotchman, 
Uncle Sam; (v) Jew 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy 

yeast: (adj, n) leaven; (n) foam, froth, 
spume, spray, suds, surf, lather, 
head, fungus; (adj) ferment 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden 
yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 

supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, 
obedient, docile; (n) submission. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
inflexible, solid, rigid, obstinate, 
stiff, stubborn, unyielding, 
rebellious 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, 
farther, abroad, thither, further 
away, at that place; (adj) distant, 
yond, furious, fierce 

yore: (n) past, history, past times, 
yesteryear, old times, auld langsyne, 
time out of mind, time immemorial, 
the good old days, past tense 

youthfulness: (n) juvenility, 
adolescence, younker, youngness, 
young person, young, spring 
chicken, puberty, jejuneness, 
immaturity, callowness 

zeal: (adj, n) eagerness; (n) fervor, 
enthusiasm, devotion, passion, 
vehemence, fire, fervency, heat, 
fervour, ardour. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, lethargy, patience 

zenith: (n) apex, peak, top, height, 
acme, pinnacle, summit, climax, 
vertex, culmination, prime. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, 
trough 

zest: (n) gusto, taste, savor, flavor, 
enthusiasm, piquancy, energy, 
enjoyment, tang, appetite; (n, v) 
spice. ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
blandness, dullness, indifference 

 



 

 

  


