BUEHLER'S EACKYARD BOATBUILDING

HAGAR

LOD: 28’

Beam: 8’

Draft: 4’ 6”
Displacement: 8, 000 Ibs.

For me, boats are personal things. If my boat
has a masculine name I call it He—never mind
umpteen centuries of boating tradition. With that in
mind, although he is 28 feet long, there’s less interior
room than commonly seen in production boats this
size. In Hagaf’s favor, he’s seaworthy, easy to build,
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and inexpensive. This is a trimmed-up version of a
boat I built for $3,500 in 1972 and cruised slowly to
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, then to Hawaii, where I sold
it. Last I heard it was still there. I had no engine,
polypropylene halyards, and minimal everything
else, and you know what? It didn’t bother me in the
least. Funny how being broke doesn’t bother you
when you’re young.

I designed this boat right after the trip, and it
incorporates a number of refinements that suggested
themselves along the way. I sold lots of plans for
Hagar, and they’ve been built all over: Yugoslavia,
Guatemala, Canada, Australia, and America. One
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fellow took seven years, one less than two months.
Several were built for around $5,000 (without
engine); one cost $20, 000. Some have stayed
around the coast, some have gone cruising, and so
far nobody got drownded that I know of. The only
complaint I've heard is that she’s initially tender, so
make the ballast as heavy as you can. That
tenderness is part of the design, since the idea was to
have comfortable motion at sea.

Over the years I've done several versions for
different people, and all are included here. The canoe
stern is an added hassle to build, but it looks good. I
don’t care for the round bow shown with the canoe



stern lines, and suggest you use the straighter one. |
also don’t like the raised sheer house, and would
change that to a normal deckhouse with 10-inch
minimum side decks.

I got a letter from one builder which I'll share
parts of with youall.

George:

Weve lived aboard Raisuli for four years
now.... We've been as far north as Desolation
Sound, Canada, and as far south as San Diego.
We gunkholed down the whole West Coast....
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The worst ride was crossing the Columbia Bar
in a full gale. The best has been in southern
California with warm reaching breezes and 6-
plus knots for mile after mile.... The lobster on
Catalina Island aren’t bad either]

Matt & Karen Mathews

If you have short pockets but want a boat to go
to sea in, Hagar will do the job.
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Keel: 6G-by minimum

Floor timbers: 3-by

Frames: 2% 4

Gussets: 3/4" plywood

Chine: 2 pieces 3/4"

Stringers: 2 pieces 3/4"x 21/2"

Planking: 3/4" minimum or two layers 3/8" plywood

Deck beams: 12" 3"
Deck: 2 layers 3/8" plywood
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