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You literally "set up shop" when you roll out this
compact little workshop. Combining a chest and bench
in one, it's the answer to the apartment "crafter's"”
prayer for a convenient place to work and store tools

Chain-supported drop lid lowers to form a handy
lap-type bench top when chest is open. Compart-
ment at rear affords storage for handsaws, square,
level, etc. Drawers c ar e forcoufidess small tools

APARTMENT
WORKSHOP

By Joseph Whitehill

DOES THE kitchen table serveas your
workbench mudh to the annoyane of

your wife? If sq this article is especially
for you. It showshowyou canhawe awork-
bend and tool chestall in one within the
confines of a compacttrunklike box. Sup-
ported by a folding detachal# sawbuck
stand both part of this worksh@ canbe
storedin a minimum of space. It's the per-
fect setyp for the man who residesin an
apartment or the ownea of a basementless
housewho likes to tinker, build modelsor
keep the househal appliancesin repair.
Everything is at hard when youwarnt to
"sé¢ up shop" and when you're through
tools can bequickly packed awayfor an-
othe day. It's assimple asthat

The phoo below showshow the box is
divided into compartmerd andfitted with
four drawes for regimentig small tools
parts and materials Featuresof the box
are a separa¢ compartmenhat the bad for
storing two handsawsand a lid tha drops
down to provide a bench top.Thedrawing
on the opposite page detailsonstruction
Crate lumbe will do for the box, althoudn
piecesof plywood are bestfor forming the
compartmentand drawers.
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Sﬁecificallyaprod ucd calledglazingliquid.
This canbe purchasedead/ made orcan
be made withvarnish 4 parts,boiled lin-
seedoil, 2 partsand turpentinel part Pig
ment colors inoil or japan are addedas
neededto obtain desirectolors. The glaze
coatis applied overa foundation coat of
sealeror colored enamel. lts sprayed or
brushedover thewhole area ands imme-
diately wiped with a cloth or blendedout
with adry brush.It canals beappliedwith
a cloth and wipedwith the samecloth, a
kind of rubbing-onprocess.
A soft-brown glaze on arff-whiteenam-
e ground(bone-whit finish) is effective
The sameon a creamgrourd givesa pleas-
ing soft, shadedeffect For a clearfinish,
the glaze coashould besomewhatdarker
than the wood or the stainedcolor of the
wood. For colored enaméiinishes,any of
hundred of color combinationscan be
used.An exampleis shown inthe photos.
For most work, the glaze should be

wiped rathe thoroughly. Graining effects
can be obtained bx wipinghe glaze coat
with adry brush whisk broom,combsand
other gadgets.You can useyour fingerfor
tricky texture effecs and designs.f a
glaze coat becomestoo tacky for clean
working, it canbewiped with acloth mois-
tened with naphtha.

General technique: Regardlessof how
you do this shading, highlighting or an-
tiquing, the work shouldnot be overdone.
On clearfinishesespeciallyany shadingr
highlighting should besoft. A combination
of methodss sometimesiseful. For exam-
ple, it is nearly impossibleto spray-shade
carvings,but it is very easy toapply pig-
mentstain or glazeand then exposehigh-
lights by wiping. On the other hand, the
spray gun is excellentfor shadingpanels
andtable tops. Turningare bestreatedby
wiping since a simple run-ovemwith a rag
from endto endwill automaticallyhigh-
light the bulbous portions.

APARTMENT WORKSHOP

FTER having hada complete basement gn gpartment Trving to carrv on by usin
Aworkshopfor mary years,l was like a b ying y y 9

fish out of wate when wemovedinto

the kitchen table as a workbenchand hav-
ing to stow away everything each time
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No one would suspect that this studio couch houses a complate “work- !
shop.” Just lift the cover and presto!—there it is all before you—every-
thing in readiness to begin work. No time is wasted putting things away i
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led me to build the portable, self-con-
tainedworksh@ pictured inFigs. 1 and 3.
Not only doesit solve the problan of a
place to work with everythirg at finger
tips, but it can betransformel quickly into
a comfortabé and attractive studb couch
by simply closing the cover ashown in
Fig. 2. There'sreally nothing to making it.
Fig. 4 will give youa goodideaof thecon-
structian whichamouns to making alarge
box with a hingedcoverand upholsterimg
it with a mattres and slip cover. | used
inexpensive common-grad lumber, al-
thoudh 3/4-in. fir plywood could be used.
This would eliminatethe work of building

up the sides,top and bottam with battens.

Notice tha the bottomof the box reston
2 by 2-in. sills,equaly spacedandthata
casteris fastenedio eachcorner.
Eachend of the box is fitted with a re-
movable three-drawe cabinet which is
made separately andslipped into place.
For theseyou may be ableto purchag a
ready-mae chestof the unpaintel variety,
suchasis sold inlarge departmetstores,
and adap it to fit the box, or the drawe
compartmen of a discardecpiece offur-

moving. | usedflatheal screwsin assem-
bling the box,and loose-pin hingesn at-
tachirg the covers tha it could be dis-
mantled without too much trouble The
side view in Fig. 4 shows how both the
workbench and seat are hinged to fold

compactly. Regula metal shelf brackets
supportthe bench toprigidly at right an-
glesto the cover, and the legs are hinged
offset to allow them to neg side by side
when folded Midget-type power toolsuch
as a lathe saw, drill press,etc., are ided

for usein this "shop." Mounting can be
suchasto allow the machinato bequickly

interchanged and there'sampk room to
store them inthe bottan of the box. A

piece of linoleum on the floor of the box
will preven sawdusfrom seepinghroud

the joints of the boards

The top is fitted with a standad cotton

mattress30 by 74 in. Thiswasspot-tackd

arourd the edge to holdt in placeandthen
coveral with a slip coverhaving a pleated
flounce Note the hard holestha are cut

in the top edge of the boat the front. This
allows you to geta grip unde the cove

to raise it. Although not showna cleanot

niture might do. It wouldnt be necessary drawe in the bottom of the box, or a trap
for themto extendthefull width of the box door, would facilitate removirg shaving

either. Regardless,the cabinets should and sawdust.This necessitatesaising the

simply set inplaces tha the whole thing
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becomesa knockdown affair to facilitate for remova of the sweepings

box highea off the floor to provide access
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