

























































































































































































































































































































































































Sight over a pair of winding or “winking” sticks to tell if a surface is flat—the sticks are
parallel—or twisted (in “winding”). Two straight scraps work, but it is easier to sight
differences if you make them from contrasting woods or inlay holly sights.

cabinet door or a small tabletop to a
finished polish.

Stanley #3 and #4 bench planes
are considered smoothing planes
and they will smooth some woods,
but the best smoothing planes are
designed and tuned specifically for
this demanding work. You want a
plane with lots of mass to give the
iron rock-solid support. The thicker
the iron, the more stable it is, espe-
cially against the extreme cutting
pressures of figured hardwoods.

A long plane isn’t necessary, because

you’re not trying to level the surface

122 Chapter Seven

TO STORE their planes more
compactly in a chest, joiners once
removed irons and wedges. | store
my planes in drawers or on shelves
with the irons set, ready to go to
work—just as | rest one on my
bench while working. To protect
the exposed iron, either lay a plane
on its side or raise the toe on a
scrap of wood. For that matter, it's
good practice to lay any cutting
edge—saw, auger, chisel, or file—
propped on a piece of wood and
out of harm'’s way. 33

(although you do somewhat), but
smooth it to a polish.

My tavorite smoothing planes are
the stunning planes made by a man
named Stewart Spiers in Ayr, Scot-
land, before 1900 (see the sidebar
on p. 121). Many of his designs were
continued by the better-known
Thomas Norris. All of these planes
combine a steel body dovetailed to-
gether with rosewood infill for the
handle, front knob, and iron bed,
which adds mass to the tool. With
irons two or three times as thick as a
standard Stanley iron, they are per-
fectly suited to their task.

Tuning a plane for smoothing is
so specific that you should think
about using a dedicated plane just
for this task. Buy the best plane you
can afford; if you are like me, you
will use it plenty to make it worth
the cost. Wood-bodied smoothers,
often made of beautiful tropical or
fruit woods with thick irons, make
great smoothing planes. Flatten the
sole with another plane and inlay a
throat plate into the sole to narrow
the opening as much as possible.
Similarly, adjust the throat on a cast-
iron smoother as narrow as possible
and keep the cap iron close to the
cutting edge. Find the thickest iron
that will fit in your plane. Hone it
with the slightest camber or round
the corners to feather the smooth-
ing strokes seamlessly together.

In all woodworking there are
surfaces to smooth. Use the same
basic planing technique as for joint-
ing with a few minor changes. Take
a very fine cut and plane parallel

with the grain as much as possible.








































































































































































































































































































