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Henry Adams 1

 
PREFACE  FROM TH E  ED ITOR  

 
Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of The Education of Henry Adams by Henry Adams was edited for students who are 
actively building their vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced 
Placement®), GRE®, LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations.1
 
Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are  provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary.  
 
Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com  

          
The Editor 

Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved.  

http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
mailto:websters@icongroupbooks.com
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
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EDITOR ’S  % PREFACE  

 
 
THIS volume, written in 1905 as a sequel to the same author’s “Mont Saint 

Michel and Chartres,” was privately printed, to the number of one hundred 
copies, in 1906, and sent to the persons interested, for their assent, correction, or 
suggestion. The idea of the two books was thus explained at the end of Chapter 
XXIX:— 

“Any schoolboy could see that man as a force must be measured by motion 
from a fixed point. Psychology helped here by suggesting a unit—the point of 
history when man held the highest idea of himself as a unit in a unified universe. 
Eight or ten years of study had led Adams to think he might use the century 
1150-1250, expressed in Amiens Cathedral and the Works of Thomas Aquinas, as 
the unit from which he might measure motion down to his own time, without 
assuming anything as true or untrue, except relation. The movement might be 
studied at once in philosophy and mechanics. Setting himself to the task, he 
began a volume which he mentally knew as ‘Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres: a 
Study of Thirteenth-Century Unity.’ From that point he proposed to fix a 
position for himself, which he could label: ‘The Education of Henry Adams: a 
Study of Twentieth-Century Multiplicity.’ With the help of these two points of 
relation, he hoped to project his lines forward and backward indefinitely, 
subject to correction from any one who should know better.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance. 

backward: (adj, adv) late, behindhand; 
(adj) tardy, retarded, reluctant, coy, 
slow, laggard, dilatory; (adv) behind, 
backwardly. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
ahead; (adv) onward; (adj) quick,  

developing, advanced, confident, 
brilliant, bold. 

indefinitely: (adv) indistinctly, 
indeterminately, unclearly, 
uncertainly, undefinedly, unfixedly, 
loosely, imprecisely, undeterminedly, 
unsettledly, obscurely. ANTONYM: 
(adv) temporarily. 

schoolboy: (n) lad, scholar, pupil, 
student, disciple, learner, schoolchild, 
youngun, younker, youth, school 
child. 

sequel: (n) sequence, result, issue, 
aftermath, continuation, continuance, 
outcome, consequence, ending, 
upshot, outgrowth. ANTONYM: (n) 
prelude. 

untrue: (adj) erroneous, unfaithful, 
disloyal, incorrect, sham, mistaken, 
fallacious, treacherous, wrong, 
faithless, inaccurate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) faithful, true, valid, factual, 
honest, reliable, correct, truthful, 
loyal, real. 
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The “Chartres” was finished and privately printed in 1904. The “Education” 
proved to be more difficult. The point on which the author failed to please 
himself, and could get no light from readers or friends, was the usual one of 
literary form. Probably he saw it in advance, for he used to say, half in jest, that 
his great ambition was to complete St. Augustine’s “Confessions,” but that St. 
Augustine, like a great artist, had worked from multiplicity to unity, while he, 
like a small one, had to reverse the method and work back from unity to 
multiplicity. The scheme became unmanageable as he approached his end.%

Probably he was, in fact, trying only to work into it his favorite theory of 
history, which now fills the last three or four chapters of the “Education,” and he 
could not satisfy himself with his workmanship. At all events, he was still 
pondering over the problem in 1910, when he tried to deal with it in another way 
which might be more intelligible to students. He printed a small volume called 
“A Letter to American Teachers,” which he sent to his associates in the American 
Historical Association, hoping to provoke some response. Before he could satisfy 
himself even on this minor point, a severe illness in the spring of 1912 put an end 
to his literary activity forever. 

The matter soon passed beyond his control. In 1913 the Institute of Architects 
published the “Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres.” Already the “Education” had 
become almost as well known as the “Chartres,” and was freely quoted by every 
book whose author requested it. The author could no longer withdraw either 
volume; he could no longer rewrite either, and he could not publish that which 
he thought unprepared and unfinished, although in his opinion the other was 
historically purposeless without its sequel. In the end, he preferred to leave the 
“Education” unpublished, avowedly incomplete, trusting that it might quietly 
fade from memory. According to his theory of history as explained in Chapters 
XXXIII and XXXIV, the teacher was at best helpless, and, in the immediate future, 
silence next to good-temper was the mark of sense. After midsummer, 1914, the 
rule was made absolute. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society now publishes the “Education” as it 
was printed in 1907, with only such marginal corrections as the author made, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly. 

avowedly: (adv) professedly, 
admittedly, confessedly, apparently, 
openly, patently, publicly, 
acknowledgedly, true, as 
acknowledged, ostensibly. 

favorite: (adj, n) darling, favourite, 
dear, number one; (adj) favored,  

beloved, popular; (n) pet, choice, 
pick, preference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, superior, underdog; 
(adj) unwanted, despised, disliked, 
hated, unusual. 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown. 

midsummer: (n) summer, solstice, 
June solstice, June. 

purposeless: (adj) meaningless, 
senseless, useless, driftless, empty,  

random, objectless, nonsensical, 
designless; (adj, adv) aimless, 
directionless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
meaningful. 

requested: (adj) demanded. 
unmanageable: (adj) unwieldy, 

intractable, uncontrollable, awkward, 
cumbersome, stubborn, clumsy, 
bulky, recalcitrant, ungovernable, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
manageable, orderly, wieldy, 
amenable, biddable. 
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and it does this, not in opposition to the author’s judgment, but only to put both 
volumes equally within reach of students who have occasion to consult them.%

HENRY CABOT LODGE 
September, 1918 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

consult: (v) consider, negotiate, 
deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, ask, 
reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) talk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, bypass. 

equally: (adv) evenly, equivalently, 
levelly, alike, justly, as, parallelly, 
uniformly, similarly; (adj, adv, conj) as 
well; (adj) even. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unevenly, individually, differently, 
unfairly. 

judgment: (n, v) decision, belief, 
discernment, condemnation, sense,  

discrimination; (n) determination, 
discretion, opinion, assessment, 
adjudication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clumsiness, request, tastelessness. 

occasion: (n, v) cause; (n) case, event, 
juncture, episode, incident; (v) bring 
about, create, beget, make, induce. 

opposition: (n) conflict, contrary, 
contrariety, opposite, hostility, 
enemy, opponent, antagonism, 
competition, contradiction; (n, prep) 
antithesis. ANTONYMS: (n) ally,  

support, acceptance, approval, 
backing, encouragement, inclination, 
goodwill, ease, agreement, 
cooperation. 

reach: (n, v) fetch, stretch; (adj, v) 
overtake, pass, extend; (v) obtain, 
achieve, make, attain, get; (n) 
compass. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withdraw, differ, fail. 
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PREFACE  

 
 
JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU began his famous Confessions by a vehement 

appeal to the Deity: “I have shown myself as I was; contemptible and vile when 
I was so; good, generous, sublime when I was so; I have unveiled my interior 
such as Thou thyself hast seen it, Eternal Father! Collect about me the 
innumerable swarm of my fellows; let them hear my confessions; let them groan 
at my unworthiness; let them blush at my meannesses! Let each of them discover 
his heart in his turn at the foot of thy throne with the same sincerity; and then let 
any one of them tell thee if he dares: ‘I was a better man!’ “%

Jean Jacques was a very great educator in the manner of the eighteenth 
century, and has been commonly thought to have had more influence than any 
other teacher of his time; but his peculiar method of improving human nature 
has not been universally admired. Most educators of the nineteenth century have 
declined to show themselves before their scholars as objects more vile or 
contemptible than necessary, and even the humblest teacher hides, if possible, 
the faults with which nature has generously embellished us all, as it did Jean 
Jacques, thinking, as most religious minds are apt to do, that the Eternal Father 
himself may not feel unmixed pleasure at our thrusting under his eyes chiefly 
the least agreeable details of his creation. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

contemptible: (adj) abject, mean, base, 
pitiful, little, worthless, unworthy, 
miserable, ignoble, abominable, 
shameful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
estimable, admired, deserving, 
worthy, honorable, respectable, 
respectful, noble, generous, 
commendable, good. 

declined: (adj) less. 
educator: (n) instructor, schoolmaster, 

pedagogue, academic, academician, 
coach, professional, master,  

educators, preceptor, trainer. 
embellished: (adj) ornamented, 

rhetorical, decorated, fancy, florid, 
tall, rich, embroidered, elaborate, 
baroque; (prep) beautied. 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, v) 
mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few. 

unmixed: (adj, v) simple, sheer, mere, 
downright; (adj) absolute, unmingled, 
undiluted, straight, uncompounded, 

single, plain. ANTONYM: (adj) 
impure. 

unworthiness: (n) baseness, 
despicability, despicableness, 
badness, unworth, shamefulness, 
ignominiousness, disgracefulness, 
bad. ANTONYM: (n) worthiness. 

vehement: (adj) fierce, intense, violent, 
strong, furious, passionate, ferocious, 
eager, hot, fervent, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impassionate, 
indifferent, mild, calm. 
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As an unfortunate result the twentieth century finds few recent guides to 
avoid, or to follow. American literature offers scarcely one working model for 
high education. The student must go back, beyond Jean Jacques, to Benjamin 
Franklin, to find a model even of self-teaching. Except in the abandoned sphere 
of the dead languages, no one has discussed what part of education has, in his 
personal experience, turned out to be useful, and what not. This volume attempts 
to discuss it.%

As educator, Jean Jacques was, in one respect, easily first; he erected a 
monument of warning against the Ego. Since his time, and largely thanks to him, 
the Ego has steadily tended to efface itself, and, for purposes of model, to 
become a manikin on which the toilet of education is to be draped in order to 
show the fit or misfit of the clothes. The object of study is the garment, not the 
figure. The tailor adapts the manikin as well as the clothes to his patron’s wants. 
The tailor’s object, in this volume, is to fit young men, in universities or 
elsewhere, to be men of the world, equipped for any emergency; and the 
garment offered to them is meant to show the faults of the patchwork fitted on 
their fathers. 

At the utmost, the active-minded young man should ask of his teacher only 
mastery of his tools. The young man himself, the subject of education, is a certain 
form of energy; the object to be gained is economy of his force; the training is 
partly the clearing away of obstacles, partly the direct application of effort. Once 
acquired, the tools and models may be thrown away. 

The manikin, therefore, has the same value as any other geometrical figure of 
three or more dimensions, which is used for the study of relation. For that 
purpose it cannot be spared; it is the only measure of motion, of proportion, of 
human condition; it must have the air of reality; must be taken for real; must be 
treated as though it had life. Who knows? Possibly it had! 

 
February 16, 1907 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

draped: (adj) mantled, covered, 
cloaked, clothed, curtained, 
disguised, absorbed, clad. 

efface: (v) cancel, erase, obliterate, 
destroy, expunge, wipe out, 
suppress, sponge, blot out, blur, raze.

gained: (adj) extrinsic. 
garment: (n, v) garb, apparel; (n) 

habiliment, habit, gown, vest, things, 
guise; (v) clothe, tog, raiment. 

geometrical: (adj) nonrepresentational, 
mathematical. 

manikin: (n) model, homunculus, 
dummy, mannikin, mannequin, 
Manacus, phantom, manakin, 
figurine, form, fashion model. 

mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 
command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance. 

misfit: (n) anthropoid, ape, dork, 
birdbrain, loon, eccentric, fish out of 
water, loner, anomaly, oddity, 
radical. ANTONYM: (n) conformist. 

patchwork: (n) miscellany, melange, 
odds and ends, hodgepodge, check, 
medley, mess, ambigu, magma, 
pasticcio, parenthesis. 

tailor: (v) sew, fashion, shape, 
accommodate, design, cut, adjust, fit; 
(n) snip, dressmaker, sartor. 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, highest; 
(adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) supreme; 
(adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, v) greatest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, worst. 
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CHAPTER  I  

 
QU INC Y  ( 1838 -1848 )  

 
 
UNDER the shadow of Boston State House, turning its back on the house of 

John Hancock, the little passage called Hancock Avenue runs, or ran, from 
Beacon Street, skirting the State House grounds, to Mount Vernon Street, on the 
summit of Beacon Hill; and there, in the third house below Mount Vernon Place, 
February 16, 1838, a child was born, and christened later by his uncle, the 
minister of the First Church after the tenets of Boston Unitarianism, as Henry 
Brooks Adams.%

Had he been born in Jerusalem under the shadow of the Temple and 
circumcised in the Synagogue by his uncle the high priest, under the name of 
Israel Cohen, he would scarcely have been more distinctly branded, and not 
much more heavily handicapped in the races of the coming century, in running 
for such stakes as the century was to offer; but, on the other hand, the ordinary 
traveller, who does not enter the field of racing, finds advantage in being, so to 
speak, ticketed through life, with the safeguards of an old, established traffic. 
Safeguards are often irksome, but sometimes convenient, and if one needs them 
at all, one is apt to need them badly. A hundred years earlier, such safeguards as 
his would have secured any young man’s success; and although in 1838 their 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

branded: (adj) identified, known, 
proprietary, recognized. 

circumcised: (adj) unforeskinned, less.
distinctly: (adv) clearly, particularly, 

evidently, expressly, obviously, 
markedly, definitely, precisely, 
manifestly, separately, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inaudibly, 
faintly, vaguely, silently, 
imperceptibly, poorly. 

handicapped: (adj) cripple, handicap, 
crippled, lame, incapacitated,  

underprivileged, unfit, weak. 
irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, tiresome; 

(adj) boring, dull, annoying, tedious, 
trying, burdensome, bothersome, 
irritating, prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing. 

races: (n) racing, athletics. 
secured: (adj) secure, protected, firm, 

locked, fast, bonded, bolted, barred, 
latched, securer, obtained. 

skirting: (n) skirt, edging, fringe, list,  

frill, frame, flounce; (adj) border, 
flanking, parietal, marginal. 

stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 
jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize, 
interest, fence. 

tenets: (n) doctrine, system of belief, 
view, canon, code of belief, credenda, 
belief, ideology. 

traveller: (n) passenger, tourist, 
wanderer, voyager, wayfarer, mover, 
itinerant, courier, entrant, swimmer, 
outlander. 
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value was not very great compared with what they would have had in 1738, yet 
the mere accident of starting a twentieth-century career from a nest of 
associations so colonial,—so troglodytic—as the First Church, the Boston State 
House, Beacon Hill, John Hancock and John Adams, Mount Vernon Street and 
Quincy, all crowding on ten pounds of unconscious babyhood, was so queer as 
to offer a subject of curious speculation to the baby long after he had witnessed 
the solution. What could become of such a child of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, when he should wake up to find himself required to play 
the game of the twentieth? Had he been consulted, would he have cared to play 
the game at all, holding such cards as he held, and suspecting that the game was 
to be one of which neither he nor any one else back to the beginning of time 
knew the rules or the risks or the stakes? He was not consulted and was not 
responsible, but had he been taken into the confidence of his parents, he would 
certainly have told them to change nothing as far as concerned him. He would 
have been astounded by his own luck. Probably no child, born in the year, held 
better cards than he. Whether life was an honest game of chance, or whether the 
cards were marked and forced, he could not refuse to play his excellent hand. He 
could never make the usual plea of irresponsibility. He accepted the situation as 
though he had been a party to it, and under the same circumstances would do it 
again, the more readily for knowing the exact values. To his life as a whole he 
was a consenting, contracting party and partner from the moment he was born 
to the moment he died. Only with that understanding—as a consciously 
assenting member in full partnership with the society of his age—had his 
education an interest to himself or to others.%

As it happened, he never got to the point of playing the game at all; he lost 
himself in the study of it, watching the errors of the players; but this is the only 
interest in the story, which otherwise has no moral and little incident. A story of 
education—seventy years of it—the practical value remains to the end in doubt, 
like other values about which men have disputed since the birth of Cain and 
Abel; but the practical value of the universe has never been stated in dollars. 
Although every one cannot be a Gargantua-Napoleon-Bismarck and walk off 
with the great bells of Notre Dame, every one must bear his own universe, and 
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assenting: (adj) assentient, consenting, 
acquiescent, unanimous, in accord, 
favorable; (n) agreement, accession, 
confession; (adv) consentingly; (v) 
agree. ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting. 

astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, 
flabbergasted, bewildered, 
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered, 
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast. 

babyhood: (n) childhood, immaturity, 
babehood, girlhood, youthhood, 
immatureness, boyhood, early days, 

early childhood, cradle; (adj) 
puerility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
parenthood, adolescence. 

centuries: (n) century. 
consenting: (adj) agreeable, yielding, 

submissive, consentant, compliant, 
affirmative, accepting; (v) complying, 
chosen. 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding. 

dollars: (n) bread. 
irresponsibility: (n) flightiness,  

irresponsibleness, arbitrariness, 
exemption, freedom, release, liberty, 
renunciation, untrustiness, 
untrustworthiness, insanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) caution, maturity, 
deliberation, carefulness, reliability. 

queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 
funny, curious, gay, peculiar, strange, 
quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well. 

twentieth-century: (adj) modern. 
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most persons are moderately interested in learning how their neighbors have 
managed to carry theirs.%

This problem of education, started in 1838, went on for three years, while the 
baby grew, like other babies, unconsciously, as a vegetable, the outside world 
working as it never had worked before, to get his new universe ready for him. 
Often in old age he puzzled over the question whether, on the doctrine of 
chances, he was at liberty to accept himself or his world as an accident. No such 
accident had ever happened before in human experience. For him, alone, the old 
universe was thrown into the ash-heap and a new one created. He and his 
eighteenth-century, troglodytic Boston were suddenly cut apart—separated 
forever—in act if not in sentiment, by the opening of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad; the appearance of the first Cunard steamers in the bay; and the 
telegraphic messages which carried from Baltimore to Washington the news that 
Henry Clay and James K. Polk were nominated for the Presidency. This was in 
May, 1844; he was six years old ; his new world was ready for use, and only 
fragments of the old met his eyes. 

Of all this that was being done to complicate his education, he knew only the 
color of yellow. He first found himself sitting on a yellow kitchen floor in strong 
sunlight. He was three years old when he took this earliest step in education; a 
lesson of color. The second followed soon; a lesson of taste. On December 3, 1841, 
he developed scarlet fever. For several days he was as good as dead, reviving 
only under the careful nursing of his family. When he began to recover strength, 
about January 1, 1842, his hunger must have been stronger than any other 
pleasure or pain, for while in after life he retained not the faintest recollection of 
his illness, he remembered quite clearly his aunt entering the sickroom bearing 
in her hand a saucer with a baked apple. 

The order of impressions retained by memory might naturally be that of 
color and taste, although one would rather suppose that the sense of pain would 
be first to educate. In fact, the third recollection of the child was that of 
discomfort. The moment he could be removed, he was bundled up in blankets 
and carried from the little house in Hancock Avenue to a larger one which his 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bundled: (adj) wrapped. 
color: (n, v) flush, blush, tint, tinge, 

paint, stain; (adj, n, v) colour; (v) 
redden; (n) guise, complexion; (adj, n) 
tone. ANTONYMS: (v) discolor, pale, 
show, whiten, untwist, denote, 
depict, represent, blanch, blench. 

complicate: (v) perplex, confuse, 
intricate, aggravate, embrangle, 
entangle, involved, muddle, tangle, 
puzzle, snarl. ANTONYMS: (v) 
simplify, explain, resolve, assist. 

educate: (v) instruct, civilize, train, 
cultivate, coach, bring up, drill, 
discipline, breed, rear, nurture. 

impressions: (n) impersonation, 
imitation. 

neighbors: (n) neighbourhood. 
polk: (n) president Polk, James Polk. 
reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 

renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 
recuperation, giving life.  

ANTONYM: (adj) soothing. 
saucer: (n) plate, platter, discus, bowl, 

pan, dot, calabash, disk, dish 
antenna, point, porringer. 

sickroom: (n) infirmary, sick bay, 
sanitarium, room. 

telegraphic: (v) eagle winged, electric, 
winged; (adj) concise, telegraphical, 
semaphorical. 

troglodytic: (adj) inhospitable, 
Sauvage, cynical, troglodyte, lonely, 
unclubbable. 
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parents were to occupy for the rest of their lives in the neighboring Mount 
Vernon Street. The season was midwinter, January 10, 1842, and he never forgot 
his acute distress for want of air under his blankets, or the noises of moving 
furniture.%

As a means of variation from a normal type, sickness in childhood ought to 
have a certain value not to be classed under any fitness or unfitness of natural 
selection; and especially scarlet fever affected boys seriously, both physically and 
in character, though they might through life puzzle themselves to decide 
whether it had fitted or unfitted them for success; but this fever of Henry Adams 
took greater and greater importance in his eyes, from the point of view of 
education, the longer he lived. At first, the effect was physical. He fell behind his 
brothers two or three inches in height, and proportionally in bone and weight. 
His character and processes of mind seemed to share in this fining-down process 
of scale. He was not good in a fight, and his nerves were more delicate than boys’ 
nerves ought to be. He exaggerated these weaknesses as he grew older. The habit 
of doubt; of distrusting his own judgment and of totally rejecting the judgment 
of the world; the tendency to regard every question as open; the hesitation to act 
except as a choice of evils; the shirking of responsibility; the love of line, form, 
quality; the horror of ennui; the passion for companionship and the antipathy to 
society—all these are well-known qualities of New England character in no way 
peculiar to individuals but in this instance they seemed to be stimulated by the 
fever, and Henry Adams could never make up his mind whether, on the whole, 
the change of character was morbid or healthy, good or bad for his purpose. His 
brothers were the type; he was the variation. 

As far as the boy knew, the sickness did not affect him at all, and he grew up 
in excellent health, bodily and mental, taking life as it was given; accepting its 
local standards without a dificulty, and enjoying much of it as keenly as any 
other boy of his age. He seemed to himself quite normal, and his companions 
seemed always to think him so. Whatever was peculiar about him was 
education, not character, and came to him, directly and indirectly, as the result of 
that eighteenth-century inheritance which he took with his name. 
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distrusting: (adj) doubting, suspicious, 
disbelieving, unbelieving. 

ennui: (n) fatigue, tedium, weariness, 
melancholy, monotony, tediousness, 
dissatisfaction, listlessness, apathy; 
(v) bore, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variation, liveliness, enthusiasm, 
energy, interest. 

morbid: (adj) diseased, gruesome, 
macabre, corrupt, pathologic, 
unwholesome, peccant, sick, 
unhealthy, pathological; (adj, v)  

sickly. 
neighboring: (adj, adv) adjacent, near; 

(adj) adjoining, nearby, contiguous, 
neighbor, abutting, next, neighborly, 
nigh, next to. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
distant, remote, far, national. 

proportionally: (adv) relatively, 
commensurately, pro rata, in 
proportion, balancedly, 
symmetrically, proportionably. 

shirking: (n) avoidance, goofing off, 
goldbricking, dodging, escape,  

elusion, soldiering, skirting, slacking, 
fudging. 

unfitness: (n) disqualification, 
disability, incompetence, 
incompetency, incapability, 
inaptitude, inadequacy, insufficiency, 
ineptitude, incapacity, feebleness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fitness, ability. 

unfitted: (adj) wrong, bare, 
unequipped, unable, repugnant, 
insufficient, incompetent, empty, 
unqualified, without any furniture. 
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The atmosphere of education in which he lived was colonial, revolutionary, 
almost Cromwellian, as though he were steeped, from his greatest 
grandmother’s birth, in the odor of political crime. Resistance to something was 
the law of New England nature; the boy looked out on the world with the 
instinct of resistance; for numberless generations his predecessors had viewed 
the world chiefly as a thing to be reformed, filled with evil forces to be abolished, 
and they saw no reason to suppose that they had wholly succeeded in the 
abolition; the duty was unchanged. That duty implied not only resistance to evil, 
but hatred of it. Boys naturally look on all force as an enemy, and generally find 
it so, but the New Englander, whether boy or man, in his long struggle with a 
stingy or hostile universe, had learned also to love the pleasure of hating; his 
joys were few.%

Politics, as a practice, whatever its professions, had always been the 
systematic organization of hatreds, and Massachusetts politics had been as harsh 
as the climate. The chief charm of New England was harshness of contrasts and 
extremes of sensibility—a cold that froze the blood, and a heat that boiled it—so 
that the pleasure of hating—one’s self if no better victim offered—was not its 
rarest amusement; but the charm was a true and natural child of the soil, not a 
cultivated weed of the ancients. The violence of the contrast was real and made 
the strongest motive of education. The double exterior nature gave life its relative 
values. Winter and summer, cold and heat, town and country, force and 
freedom, marked two modes of life and thought, balanced like lobes of the brain. 
Town was winter confinement, school, rule, discipline; straight, gloomy streets, 
piled with six feet of snow in the middle; frosts that made the snow sing under 
wheels or runners; thaws when the streets became dangerous to cross; society of 
uncles, aunts, and cousins who expected children to behave themselves, and who 
were not always gratified; above all else, winter represented the desire to escape 
and go free. Town was restraint, law, unity. Country, only seven miles away, 
was liberty, diversity, outlawry, the endless delight of mere sense impressions 
given by nature for nothing, and breathed by boys without knowing it. 
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extremes: (n) excess; (adv) overboard. 
gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased, 

delighted, happy, thankful, grateful, 
content, complacent, comfortable, 
cheerful. 

harshness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
severity, acrimony, brutality, 
hardness, roughness, rigor, 
inclemency, hoarseness; (adj, n) 
strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
leniency, quietness, flexibility, 
kindness, mercy, sweetness,  

melodiousness, brightness, 
smoothness, lenience. 

hating: (adj) loathful, abhorring, 
disgusting, misanthropic, vengeful; 
(n) venom. 

numberless: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, multitudinous, infinite, 
incalculable, endless, uncounted, 
unnumbered, innumerous, legion, 
untold. ANTONYM: (adj) few. 

odor: (n) aroma, scent, odour, 
bouquet, flavour, perfume, flavor,  

savor, stink; (n, v) smell, stench. 
outlawry: (adj) antinomy, despotism, 

brute force, violence; (n) lawlessness, 
exile, banishment, expulsion, 
ostracism, anarchy, illegality. 

steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced. 
stingy: (adj) mean, miserly, avaricious, 

low, penurious, skimpy, greedy, 
niggard, frugal; (adj, v) narrow, close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
spendthrift, magnanimous, 
extravagant. 
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Boys are wild animals, rich in the treasures of sense, but the New England 
boy had a wider range of emotions than boys of more equable climates. He felt 
his nature crudely, as it was meant. To the boy Henry Adams, summer was 
drunken. Among senses, smell was the strongest—smell of hot pine-woods and 
sweet-fern in the scorching summer noon; of new-mown hay; of ploughed earth; 
of box hedges; of peaches, lilacs, syringas; of stables, barns, cow-yards; of salt 
water and low tide on the marshes; nothing came amiss. Next to smell came 
taste, and the children knew the taste of everything they saw or touched, from 
pennyroyal and flagroot to the shell of a pignut and the letters of a spelling-
book—the taste of A-B, AB, suddenly revived on the boy’s tongue sixty years 
afterwards. Light, line, and color as sensual pleasures, came later and were as 
crude as the rest. The New England light is glare, and the atmosphere harshens 
color. The boy was a full man before he ever knew what was meant by 
atmosphere; his idea of pleasure in light was the blaze of a New England sun. 
His idea of color was a peony, with the dew of early morning on its petals. The 
intense blue of the sea, as he saw it a mile or two away, from the Quincy hills; the 
cumuli in a June afternoon sky; the strong reds and greens and purples of 
colored prints and children’s picture-books, as the American colors then ran; 
these were ideals. The opposites or antipathies, were the cold grays of November 
evenings, and the thick, muddy thaws of Boston winter. With such standards, the 
Bostonian could not but develop a double nature. Life was a double thing. After 
a January blizzard, the boy who could look with pleasure into the violent snow-
glare of the cold white sunshine, with its intense light and shade, scarcely knew 
what was meant by tone. He could reach it only by education.%

Winter and summer, then, were two hostile lives, and bred two separate 
natures. Winter was always the effort to live; summer was tropical license. 
Whether the children rolled in the grass, or waded in the brook, or swam in the 
salt ocean, or sailed in the bay, or fished for smelts in the creeks, or netted 
minnows in the salt-marshes, or took to the pine-woods and the granite quarries, 
or chased muskrats and hunted snapping-turtles in the swamps, or mushrooms 
or nuts on the autumn hills, summer and country were always sensual living, 
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colored: (adj) chromatic, black, tinged, 
tinted, colorful, dyed, coloured, 
partial, dark, bleached, biased. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, white, 
uncolored, unbiased, pale, objective, 
honest, genuine, real. 

colors: (n) flag, colours, paints, banner, 
color, colour, ensign, pigment, tint, 
dye, paint. 

equable: (adj) equal, temperate, stable, 
mild, balanced, peaceful, halcyon, 
placid, pacific, sedate, moderate.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) spasmodic, 
vacillating, variable, unequal, 
irregular, intemperate, fluctuating, 
inequable, jumpy, senseless. 

flagroot: (n) calamus, myrtle flag, 
sweet calamus, bog plant, sweet flag.

muskrats: (n) genus ondatra. 
peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate. 
pennyroyal: (n) Hedeoma pulegioides, 

Mentha pulegium, mint, herb, 
herbaceous plant. 

peony: (n) paeony, flower, piony. 

pignut: (n) Carya glabra, black 
hickory, Juglans nigra, mockernut 
hickory, pignut hickory, mockernut, 
hickory tree, hickory, Carya 
tomentosa, black walnut, black 
walnut tree. 

ploughed: (v) plucked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unplowed. 

smelts: (n) Osmeridae, Isospondyli, 
order Isospondyli, sardines, shad, 
herring, anchovies, family 
Osmeridae. 
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while winter was always compulsory learning. Summer was the multiplicity of 
nature; winter was school.%

The bearing of the two seasons on the education of Henry Adams was no 
fancy; it was the most decisive force he ever knew; it ran though life, and made 
the division between its perplexing, warring, irreconcilable problems, 
irreducible opposites, with growing emphasis to the last year of study. From 
earliest childhood the boy was accustomed to feel that, for him, life was double. 
Winter and summer, town and country, law and liberty, were hostile, and the 
man who pretended they were not, was in his eyes a schoolmaster—that is, a 
man employed to tell lies to little boys. Though Quincy was but two hours’ walk 
from Beacon Hill, it belonged in a different world. For two hundred years, every 
Adams, from father to son, had lived within sight of State Street, and sometimes 
had lived in it, yet none had ever taken kindly to the town, or been taken kindly 
by it. The boy inherited his double nature. He knew as yet nothing about his 
great-grandfather, who had died a dozen years before his own birth: he took for 
granted that any great-grandfather of his must have always been good, and his 
enemies wicked; but he divined his great-grandfather’s character from his own. 
Never for a moment did he connect the two ideas of Boston and John Adams; 
they were separate and antagonistic; the idea of John Adams went with Quincy. 
He knew his grandfather John Quincy Adams only as an old man of seventy-five 
or eighty who was friendly and gentle with him, but except that he heard his 
grandfather always called “the President,” and his grandmother “the Madam,” 
he had no reason to suppose that his Adams grandfather differed in character 
from his Brooks grandfather who was equally kind and benevolent. He liked the 
Adams side best, but for no other reason than that it reminded him of the 
country, the summer, and the absence of restraint. Yet he felt also that Quincy 
was in a way inferior to Boston, and that socially Boston looked down on 
Quincy. The reason was clear enough even to a five-year old child. Quincy had 
no Boston style. Little enough style had either; a simpler manner of life and 
thought could hardly exist, short of cave-dwelling. The flint-and-steel with 
which his grandfather Adams used to light his own fires in the early morning 
was still on the mantelpiece of his study. The idea of a livery or even a dress for 
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antagonistic: (adj) counter, opposite, 
opposed, conflicting, averse, warlike, 
inimical, unfriendly, repugnant, 
contrary; (adj, v) adverse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) synergistic, 
conciliating, peaceable, peaceful, 
compatible, agreeable, sympathetic. 

dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, boxcars.
irreconcilable: (adj, n) inconsistent, 

incongruous, discordant, contrary, 
dissonant; (adj, v) incompatible, 
hostile, repugnant; (adj) implacable,  

unreconcilable; (v) antagonistic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reconcilable, 
recoverable, compatible. 

irreducible: (v) intransmutable, 
indefeasible, inextinguishable, 
uncommensurable, irretrievable, 
unaccommodating, reverseless, 
irreversible, irresoluble, irrevocable; 
(adj) net. ANTONYM: (adj) reducible.

livery: (adj) liverish, bilious; (n) 
clothing, accouterment, uniform, 
complexion, legal transfer, color, hue, 

dye, bailment. 
perplexing: (adj) enigmatic, puzzling, 

embarrassing, intricate, complex, 
baffling, complicated, bewildering, 
knotty, troublesome; (adj, n) difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
enlightening, soothing, 
understandable, explicable. 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious. 
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servants, or of an evening toilette, was next to blasphemy. Bathrooms, water-
supplies, lighting, heating, and the whole array of domestic comforts, were 
unknown at Quincy. Boston had already a bathroom, a water-supply, a furnace, 
and gas. The superiority of Boston was evident, but a child liked it no better for 
that.%

The magnificence of his grandfather Brooks’s house in Pearl Street or South 
Street has long ago disappeared, but perhaps his country house at Medford may 
still remain to show what impressed the mind of a boy in 1845 with the idea of 
city splendor. The President’s place at Quincy was the larger and older and far 
the more interesting of the two; but a boy felt at once its inferiority in fashion. It 
showed plainly enough its want of wealth. It smacked of colonial age, but not of 
Boston style or plush curtains. To the end of his life he never quite overcame the 
prejudice thus drawn in with his childish breath. He never could compel himself 
to care for nineteenth-century style. He was never able to adopt it, any more than 
his father or grandfather or great-grandfather had done. Not that he felt it as 
particularly hostile, for he reconciled himself to much that was worse; but 
because, for some remote reason, he was born an eighteenth-century child. The 
old house at Quincy was eighteenth century. What style it had was in its Queen 
Anne mahogany panels and its Louis Seize chairs and sofas. The panels belonged 
to an old colonial Vassall who built the house; the furniture had been brought 
back from Paris in 1789 or 1801 or 1817, along with porcelain and books and 
much else of old diplomatic remnants; and neither of the two eighteenth-century 
styles—neither English Queen Anne nor French Louis Seize—was cofortable for 
a boy, or for any one else. The dark mahogany had been painted white to suit 
daily life in winter gloom. Nothing seemed to favor, for a child’s objects, the 
older forms. On the contrary, most boys, as well as grown-up people, preferred 
the new, with good reason, and the child felt himself distinctly at a disadvantage 
for the taste. 

Nor had personal preference any share in his bias. The Brooks grandfather 
was as amiable and as sympathetic as the Adams grandfather. Both were born in 
1767, and both died in 1848. Both were kind to children, and both belonged 
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compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, 
necessitate, enforce, command, 
oblige, require, make, obligate, press. 
ANTONYMS: (v) impede, deter, 
check, block, request, prevent. 

favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, 
support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) befriend, 
encourage, patronize. ANTONYMS: 
(v) hinder, contradict, dislike, hurt, 
differ, thwart, reject, demean; (n) 
derogation, disapproval, unkindness.

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 
greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, 
shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness. 

plush: (adj) lush, splendid, opulent, 
sumptuous, luxuriant, luxurious, 
rich, gorgeous, swish, deluxe, 
magnificent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
meager, austere, shabby, Spartan,  

cheap. 
splendor: (adj, n, v) brilliancy; (n) 

magnificence, pomp, sheen, lustre, 
luster, glory, ostentation, glitter; (n, v) 
brightness; (adj, n) radiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, 
ordinariness, paucity, austerity, 
understatement, shabbiness, 
simplicity, unattractiveness. 

toilette: (n) dress, costume, attire, 
raiment, drapery, guise, trim, John, 
lavatory, privy, bathroom. 
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rather to the eighteenth than to the nineteenth centuries. The child knew no 
difference between them except that one was associated with winter and the 
other with summer; one with Boston, the other with Quincy. Even with Medford, 
the association was hardly easier. Once as a very young boy he was taken to pass 
a few days with his grandfather Brooks under charge of his aunt, but became so 
violently homesick that within twenty-four hours he was brought back in 
disgrace. Yet he could not remember ever being seriously homesick again.%

The attachment to Quincy was not altogether sentimental or wholly 
sympathetic. Quincy was not a bed of thornless roses. Even there the curse of 
Cain set its mark. There as elsewhere a cruel universe combined to crush a child. 
As though three or four vigorous brothers and sisters, with the best will, were 
not enough to crush any child, every one else conspired towards an education 
which he hated. From cradle to grave this problem of running order through 
chaos, direction through space, discipline through freedom, unity through 
multiplicity, has always been, and must always be, the task of education, as it is 
the moral of religion, philosophy, science, art, politics, and economy; but a boy’s 
will is his life, and he dies when it is broken, as the colt dies in harness, taking a 
new nature in becoming tame. Rarely has the boy felt kindly towards his tamers. 
Between him and his master has always been war. Henry Adams never knew a 
boy of his generation to like a master, and the task of remaining on friendly 
terms with one’s own family, in such a relation, was never easy. 

All the more singular it seemed afterwards to him that his first serious 
contact with the President should have been a struggle of will, in which the old 
man almost necessarily defeated the boy, but instead of leaving, as usual in such 
defeats, a lifelong sting, left rather an impression of as fair treatment as could be 
expected from a natural enemy. The boy met seldom with such restraint. He 
could not have been much more than six years old at the time—seven at the 
utmost—and his mother had taken him to Quincy for a long stay with the 
President during the summer. What became of the rest of the family he quite 
forgot; but he distinctly remembered standing at the house door one summer 
morning in a passionate outburst of rebellion against going to school. Naturally 
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colt: (n) novice, filly, foal, calf, horse, 
beginner, kitten, pup, fledgling, 
freshman, greenhorn. 

cradle: (n) cot, birthplace, nursery, 
berth, crib, nest, hammock, bassinet, 
origin; (v) hold, groundwork. 

homesick: (adj) nostalgic, longing, 
wistful, unhappy, lonesome. 

lifelong: (adj) perpetual, livelong, 
undying, eternal, enduring, 
continuing, chronic, inveterate, 
perennial, ongoing, old. ANTONYM: 

(adj) ephemeral. 
multiplicity: (n) diversity, abundance, 

plurality, much, multeity, 
manifoldness, lot, profusion, number, 
multitude, array. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uniformity, likeness. 

outburst: (n) explosion, spurt, 
eruption, fit, burst, flash, effusion, 
gush, ebullition, blast, rage. 

singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single,  

quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary. 

sisters: (n) sistren. 
tame: (v) break, subdue, soften, 

domesticate; (adj) meek, docile, 
bland, domestic, gentle, slow; (adj, v) 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, bright, unmanageable, 
interesting, untamed, inspiring, 
brilliant, colorful, rebellious, lively. 

thornless: (adj) unarmed. 
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his mother was the immediate victim of his rage; that is what mothers are for, 
and boys also; but in this case the boy had his mother at unfair disadvantage, for 
she was a guest, and had no means of enforcing obedience. Henry showed a 
certain tactical ability by refusing to start, and he met all efforts at compulsion by 
successful, though too vehement protest. He was in fair way to win, and was 
holding his own, with sufficient energy, at the bottom of the long staircase which 
led up to the door of the President’s library, when the door opened, and the old 
man slowly came down. Putting on his hat, he took the boy’s hand without a 
word, and walked with him, paralyzed by awe, up the road to the town. After 
the first moments of consternation at this interference in a domestic dispute, the 
boy reflected that an old gentleman close on eighty would never trouble himself 
to walk near a mile on a hot summer morning over a shadeless road to take a boy 
to school, and that it would be strange if a lad imbued with the passion of 
freedom could not find a corner to dodge around, somewhere before reaching 
the school door. Then and always, the boy insisted that this reasoning justified 
his apparent submission; but the old man did not stop, and the boy saw all his 
strategical points turned, one after another, until he found himself seated inside 
the school, and obviously the centre of curious if not malevolent criticism. Not 
till then did the President release his hand and depart.%

The point was that this act, contrary to the inalienable rights of boys, and 
nullifying the social compact, ought to have made him dislike his grandfather 
for life. He could not recall that it had this effect even for a moment. With a 
certain maturity of mind, the child must have recognized that the President, 
though a tool of tyranny, had done his disreputable work with a certain 
intelligence. He had shown no temper, no irritation, no personal feeling, and had 
made no display of force. Above all, he had held his tongue. During their long 
walk he had said nothing; he had uttered no syllable of revolting cant about the 
duty of obedience and the wickedness of resistance to law; he had shown no 
concern in the matter; hardly even a consciousness of the boy’s existence. 
Probably his mind at that moment was actually troubling itself little about his 
grandson’s iniquities, and much about the iniquities of President Polk, but the 
boy could scarcely at that age feel the whole satisfaction of thinking that 
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cant: (n) jargon, lingo, slang, 
vernacular, argot; (n, v) bank, tilt, 
bias, incline; (adj, n) bevel; (v) list. 

disreputable: (adj, n, v) discreditable; 
(adj) base, dishonorable, doubtful, 
sordid, infamous, shameful, 
dishonourable, dishonest, despicable, 
notorious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honorable, respected, ethical, noble, 
decent, respectable, sporting, 
pleasant, admirable, famous, honest. 

enforcing: (v) enforce. 

imbued: (adj) addicted, alive, instinct, 
full. 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable. 

nullifying: (adj) contradictory. 
paralyzed: (adj) palsied, crippled, 

disabled, helpless, torpid, powerless, 
prostrate, enervated, dead, impotent, 
inert. 

revolting: (adj) offensive, loathsome, 
nasty, foul, detestable, nauseating, 
nauseous, horrible, hideous, 
repellent; (adj, v) sickening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, tasty, delicious, edible, 
lovable, delightful, appealing, lovely. 

strategical: (adj, v) strategy, 
internecine. 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, explicit, 
oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said. 
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President Polk was to be the vicarious victim of his own sins, and he gave his 
grandfather credit for intelligent silence. For this forbearance he felt instinctive 
respect. He admitted force as a form of right; he admitted even temper, under 
protest; but the seeds of a moral education would at that moment have fallen on 
the stoniest soil in Quincy, which is, as every one knows, the stoniest glacial and 
tidal drift known in any Puritan land.%

Neither party to this momentary disagreement can have felt rancor, for 
during these three or four summers the old President’s relations with the boy 
were friendly and almost intimate. Whether his older brothers and sisters were 
still more favored he failed to remember, but he was himself admitted to a sort of 
familiarity which, when in his turn he had reached old age, rather shocked him, 
for it must have sometimes tried the President’s patience. He hung about the 
library; handled the books; deranged the papers; ransacked the drawers; 
searched the old purses and pocket-books for foreign coins; drew the sword-
cane; snapped the travelling-pistols; upset everything in the corners, and 
penetrated the President’s dressing-closet where a row of tumblers, inverted on 
the shelf, covered caterpillars which were supposed to become moths or 
butterflies, but never did. The Madam bore with fortitude the loss of the 
tumblers which her husband purloined for these hatcheries; but she made 
protest when he carried off her best cut-glass bowls to plant with acorns or 
peachstones that he might see the roots grow, but which, she said, he commonly 
forgot like the caterpillars. 

At that time the President rode the hobby of tree-culture, and some fine old 
trees should still remain to witness it, unless they have been improved off the 
ground; but his was a restless mind, and although he took his hobbies seriously 
and would have been annoyed had his grandchild asked whether he was bored 
like an English duke, he probably cared more for the processes than for the 
results, so that his grandson was saddened by the sight and smell of peaches and 
pears, the best of their kind, which he brought up from the garden to rot on his 
shelves for seed. With the inherited virtues of his Puritan ancestors, the little boy 
Henry conscientiously brought up to him in his study the finest peaches he 
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deranged: (adj) demented, disordered, 
crazed, maddened, unbalanced, 
insane, lunatic, mad, confused, 
disturbed, acephalous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, balanced, lucid, rational, 
stable. 

favored: (adj) advantaged, preferred, 
lucky, advantageous, pet, favorite, 
blessed, privileged, favorable; (adj, n) 
happy, prosperous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disliked, unpopular, Standard. 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency,  

pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance. 

fortitude: (n) bravery, endurance, grit, 
pluck, backbone, determination, 
tenacity, firmness, strength; (adj, n) 
guts, spunk. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, frailty, impatience. 

grandchild: (n) granddaughter, 
offspring, progeny. 

purloined: (adj) taken. 
rancor: (adj, n) gall, venom; (n) grudge, 

enmity, hostility, ill will, spite, 
malice, animosity, hatred, hate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) amicability, 
goodwill, harmony, affection. 

ransacked: (adj) plundered, pillaged, 
emptier, despoiled, empty. 

vicarious: (adj) secondary, vicarial, 
substitute, vicariate, sensational, 
juicy, explicit, subdititious, vivid, 
exchangeable, empathetic. 
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found in the garden, and ate only the less perfect. Naturally he ate more by way 
of compensation, but the act showed that he bore no grudge. As for his 
grandfather, it is even possible that he may have felt a certain self-reproach for 
his temporary role of schoolmaster—seeing that his own career did not offer 
proof of the worldly advantages of docile obedience—for there still exists 
somewhere a little volume of critically edited Nursery Rhymes with the boy’s 
name in full written in the President’s trembling hand on the fly-leaf. Of course 
there was also the Bible, given to each child at birth, with the proper inscription 
in the President’s hand on the fly-leaf; while their grandfather Brooks supplied 
the silver mugs.%

So many Bibles and silver mugs had to be supplied, that a new house, or 
cottage, was built to hold them. It was “on the hill,” five minutes’ walk above 
“the old house,” with a far view eastward over Quincy Bay, and northward over 
Boston. Till his twelfth year, the child passed his summers there, and his 
pleasures of childhood mostly centred in it. Of education he had as yet little to 
complain. Country schools were not very serious. Nothing stuck to the mind 
except home impressions, and the sharpest were those of kindred children; but 
as influences that warped a mind, none compared with the mere effect of the 
back of the President’s bald head, as he sat in his pew on Sundays, in line with 
that of President Quincy, who, though some ten years younger, seemed to 
children about the same age. Before railways entered the New England town, 
every parish church showed half-a-dozen of these leading citizens, with gray 
hair, who sat on the main aisle in the best pews, and had sat there, or in some 
equivalent dignity, since the time of St. Augustine, if not since the glacial epoch. 
It was unusual for boys to sit behind a President grandfather, and to read over 
his head the tablet in memory of a President great-grandfather, who had 
“pledged his life, his fortune, and his sacred honor” to secure the independence 
of his country and so forth; but boys naturally supposed, without much 
reasoning, that other boys had the equivalent of President grandfathers, and that 
churches would always go on, with the bald-headed leading citizens on the main 
aisle, and Presidents or their equivalents on the walls. The Irish gardener once 
said to the child: “You’ll be thinkin’ you’ll be President too!” The casuality of the 
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docile: (adj) dutiful, compliant, meek, 
submissive, tame, teachable, humble, 
obedient, acquiescent, conformable; 
(adj, v) tractable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
stubborn, assertive, unruly, willful, 
defiant, vicious, determined, 
uncooperative, obstinate, 
disobedient, intractable. 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards. 

epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, 
season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date  

of reference, times. 
honor: (n, v) respect, reputation, glory, 

fame, reward; (n) award, accolade, 
reverence; (v) celebrate; (adj, n, v) 
worship, grace. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
dishonor, disgrace; (n) shame, 
humiliation, wickedness, contempt, 
insult; (v) break, ignore, disrespect, 
discredit. 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, 
allied, related; (n) kin, consanguinity, 
relation, folk, folks, kin group. 

northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 
northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north. 

self-reproach: (n) regret, repentance, 
shame, penitence, contrition, guilt. 

warped: (adj, n) twisted; (adj) 
deformed, crooked, perverted, 
misshapen, kinky, curved, distorted, 
wry, partisan, superficial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wholesome, 
impartial. 
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remark made so strong an impression on his mind that he never forgot it. He 
could not remember ever to have thought on the subject; to him, that there 
should be a doubt of his being President was a new idea. What had been would 
continue to be. He doubted neither about Presidents nor about Churches, and no 
one suggested at that time a doubt whether a system of society which had lasted 
since Adam would outlast one Adams more.%

The Madam was a little more remote than the President, but more decorative. 
She stayed much in her own room with the Dutch tiles, looking out on her 
garden with the box walks, and seemed a fragile creature to a boy who 
sometimes brought her a note or a message, and took distinct pleasure in looking 
at her delicate face under what seemed to him very becoming caps. He liked her 
refined figure ; her gentle voice and manner; her vague effect of not belonging 
there, but to Washington or to Europe, like her furniture, and writing-desk with 
little glass doors above and little eighteenth-century volumes in old binding, 
labelled “Peregrine Pickle” or “Tom Jones” or “Hannah More.” Try as she might, 
the Madam could never be Bostonian, and it was her cross in life, but to the boy 
it was her charm. Even at that age, he felt drawn to it. The Madam’s life had been 
in truth far from Boston. She was born in London in 1775, daughter of Joshua 
Johnson, an American merchant, brother of Governor Thomas Johnson of 
Maryland; and Catherine Nuth, of an English family in London. Driven from 
England by the Revolutionary War, Joshua Johnson took his family to Nantes, 
where they remained till the peace. The girl Louisa Catherine was nearly ten 
years old when brought back to London, and her sense of nationality must have 
been confused; but the influence of the Johnsons and the services of Joshua 
obtained for him from President Washington the appointment of Consul in 
London on the organization of the Government in 1790. In 1794 President 
Washington appointed John Quincy Adams Minister to The Hague. He was 
twenty-seven years old when he returned to London, and found the Consul’s 
house a very agreeable haunt. Louisa was then twenty. 

At that time, and long afterwards, the Consul’s house, far more than the 
Minister’s, was the centre of contact for travelling Americans, either official or 
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agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, sweet, 
consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable. 

caps: (n) brevier, bourgeois, pica 
boldface. 

doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected. 

fragile: (adj, v) frail; (adj) delicate, 
dainty, breakable, flimsy, brittle, 
weak, faint, slim, fine, feeble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
substantial, sturdy, permanent, 
robust, indestructible, stable. 

haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass. 

nationality: (n) nation, nationalism, 
patriotism, people, citizenship, 
civism, race, folk, public spirit,  

registry, position. 
outlast: (v) outlive, endure, outstay, 

outwear, live through, remain, hold 
out, come through, continue, live on, 
go. 

refined: (adj) delicate, cultured, 
graceful, polite, gentle, urbane, 
courteous, courtly, cultivated; (adj, n) 
polished, pure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrefined, raw, uncouth, rough, 
careless, crude, brute, boorish, plain, 
lowly, inelegant. 
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other. %The Legation was a shifting point, between 1785 and 1815; but the 
Consulate, far down in the City, near the Tower, was convenient and inviting; so 
inviting that it proved fatal to young Adams. Louisa was charming, like a 
Romney portrait, but among her many charms that of being a New England 
woman was not one. The defect was serious. Her future mother-in-law, Abigail, 
a famous New England woman whose authority over her turbulent husband, 
the second President, was hardly so great as that which she exercised over her 
son, the sixth to be, was troubled by the fear that Louisa might not be made of 
stuff stern enough, or brought up in conditions severe enough, to suit a New 
England climate, or to make an efficient wife for her paragon son, and Abigail 
was right on that point, as on most others where sound judgment was involved; 
but sound judgment is sometimes a source of weakness rather than of force, and 
John Quincy already had reason to think that his mother held sound judgments 
on the subject of daughters-in-law which human nature, since the fall of Eve, 
made Adams helpless to realize. Being three thousand miles away from his 
mother, and equally far in love, he married Louisa in London, July 26, 1797, and 
took her to Berlin to be the head of the United States Legation. During three or 
four exciting years, the young bride lived in Berlin; whether she was happy or 
not, whether she was content or not, whether she was socially successful or not, 
her descendants did not surely know; but in any case she could by no chance 
have become educated there for a life in Quincy or Boston. In 1801 the overthrow 
of the Federalist Party drove her and her husband to America, and she became at 
last a member of the Quincy household, but by that time her children needed all 
her attention, and she remained there with occasional winters in Boston and 
Washington, till 1809. Her husband was made Senator in 1803, and in 1809 was 
appointed Minister to Russia. She went with him to St. Petersburg, taking her 
baby, Charles Francis, born in 1807; but broken-hearted at having to leave her 
two older boys behind. The life at St. Petersburg was hardly gay for her; they 
were far too poor to shine in that extravagant society; but she survived it, though 
her little girl baby did not, and in the winter of 1814-15, alone with the boy of 
seven years old, crossed Europe from St. Petersburg to Paris, in her travelling-
carriage, passing through the armies, and reaching Paris in the Cent Jours after 
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broken-hearted: (adj) despairing. 
charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels. 
extravagant: (adj) wasteful, luxurious, 

prodigal, exaggerated, profligate, 
costly, expensive, lavish, 
immoderate, profuse, undue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, frugal, 
parsimonious, plain, stingy, 
understated, thrifty, reasonable, 
moderate, cautious, tasteful. 

miles: (adj) far. 
mother-in-law: (n) grandmother. 

overthrow: (adj, n, v) defeat, rout; (n) 
fall, downfall, destruction; (n, v) 
overpower, ruin, overturn; (adj, v) 
overcome; (v) bring down, demolish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) install, validate, 
lose, appoint; (n) victory, beginning. 

paragon: (n) exemplar, ideal, model, 
perfection, paradigm, pattern, 
jimdandy, idol; (adj, n) beau ideal; 
(adj) phenix, pink. 

stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 
hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; (adj, 

v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible. 

turbulent: (adj, n) tempestuous, rough, 
stormy, boisterous, rude; (adj) 
furious, disorderly, violent, wild, 
noisy, riotous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, untroubled, manageable, 
moderate, obedient, settled, still, 
relaxed, orderly, mild. 
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Napoleon’s return from Elba. Her husband next went to England as Minister, 
and she was for two years at the Court of the Regent. In 1817 her husband came 
home to be Secretary of State, and she lived for eight years in F Street, doing her 
work of entertainer for President Monroe’s administration. Next she lived four 
miserable years in the White House. When that chapter was closed in 1829, she 
had earned the right to be tired and delicate, but she still had fifteen years to 
serve as wife of a Member of the House, after her husband went back to 
Congress in 1833. Then it was that the little Henry, her grandson, first 
remembered her, from 1843 to 1848, sitting in her panelled room, at breakfast, 
with her heavy silver teapot and sugar-bowl and cream-jug, which still exist 
somewhere as an heirloom of the modern safety-vault. By that time she was 
seventy years old or more, and thoroughly weary of being beaten about a stormy 
world. To the boy she seemed singularly peaceful, a vision of silver gray, 
presiding over her old President and her Queen Anne mahogany; an exotic, like 
her Sevres china; an object of deference to every one, and of great affection to her 
son Charles; but hardly more Bostonian than she had been fifty years before, on 
her wedding-day, in the shadow of the Tower of London.%

Such a figure was even less fitted than that of her old husband, the President, 
to impress on a boy’s mind, the standards of the coming century. She was Louis 
Seize, like the furniture. The boy knew nothing of her interior life, which had 
been, as the venerable Abigail, long since at peace, foresaw, one of severe stress 
and little pure satisfaction. He never dreamed that from her might come some of 
those doubts and self-questionings, those hesitations, those rebellions against 
law and discipline, which marked more than one of her descendants; but he 
might even then have felt some vague instinctive suspicion that he was to inherit 
from her the seeds of the primal sin, the fall from grace, the curse of Abel, that he 
was not of pure New England stock, but half exotic. As a child of Quincy he was 
not a true Bostonian, but even as a child of Quincy he inherited a quarter taint of 
Maryland blood. Charles Francis, half Marylander by birth, had hardly seen 
Boston till he was ten years old, when his parents left him there at school in 1817, 
and he never forgot the experience. He was to be nearly as old as his mother had 
been in 1845, before he quite accepted Boston, or Boston quite accepted him. 
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entertainer: (n) host, performer, 
comedian, actor, humorist, artist, 
musician, bombshell, busker, artiste, 
comic. 

foresaw: (v) foresee. 
heirloom: (n) fixtures, antique, 

property, legacy, heritage, 
inheritance, principal, museum piece, 
plant, estate; (adj, n) valuable. 

inherit: (v) heir, come into, get, to 
inherit, own, receive, come in for, to 
succeed, follow, descend, accede. 

presiding: (adj) president, dominant, 
administrative. 

primal: (adj) primordial, primitive, 
fundamental, primaeval, cardinal, 
central, key, aboriginal, early, first, 
initial. ANTONYM: (adj) modern. 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, uniquely, 
unusually, curiously, rarely, 
uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, adv) 
remarkably. 

taint: (n, v) blemish, disgrace, corrupt, 

spot, blot; (adj, v) defile, sully, 
pollute, contaminate; (n) pollution, 
contamination. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enhance, right, respect, disinfect, 
clean; (n) perfection, cleanliness; (adv) 
cheerfully. 

venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
estimable, August, respectable, aged, 
distinguished, sacred, worthy, of 
long standing, revered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unworthy, unimpressive, 
undignified, disreputable. 
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A boy who began his education in these surroundings, with physical strength 
inferior to that of his brothers, and with a certain delicacy of mind and bone, 
ought rightly to have felt at home in the eighteenth century and should, in 
proper self-respect, have rebelled against the standards of the nineteenth. The 
atmosphere of his first ten years must have been very like that of his grandfather 
at the same age, from 1767 till 1776, barring the battle of Bunker Hill, and even as 
late as 1846, the battle of Bunker Hill remained actual. The tone of Boston society 
was colonial. The true Bostonian always knelt in self-abasement before the 
majesty of English standards; far from concealing it as a weakness, he was proud 
of it as his strength. The eighteenth century ruled society long after 1850. Perhaps 
the boy began to shake it off rather earlier than most of his mates.%

Indeed this prehistoric stage of education ended rather abruptly with his 
tenth year. One winter morning he was conscious of a certain confusion in the 
house in Mount Vernon Street, and gathered, from such words as he could catch, 
that the President, who happened to be then staying there, on his way to 
Washington, had fallen and hurt himself. Then he heard the word paralysis. 
After that day he came to associate the word with the figure of his grandfather, 
in a tall-backed, invalid armchair, on one side of the spare bedroom fireplace, 
and one of his old friends, Dr. Parkman or P. P. F. Degrand, on the other side, 
both dozing. 

The end of this first, or ancestral and Revolutionary, chapter came on 
February 21, 1848—and the month of February brought life and death as a family 
habit—when the eighteenth century, as an actual and living companion, 
vanished. If the scene on the floor of the House, when the old President fell, 
struck the still simple-minded American public with a sensation unusually 
dramatic, its effect on a ten-year-old boy, whose boy-life was fading away with 
the life of his grandfather, could not be slight. One had to pay for Revolutionary 
patriots; grandfathers and grandmothers; Presidents; diplomats; Queen Anne 
mahogany and Louis Seize chairs, as well as for Stuart portraits. Such things 
warp young life. Americans commonly believed that they ruined it, and perhaps 
the practical common-sense of the American mind judged right. Many a boy 
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ancestral: (adj) family, patrimonial, 
heritable, genetic, linear, patriarchal, 
familial, lineal, inherited, inheritable, 
ethnic. 

barring: (prep) besides; (n) except for, 
excepting, except, with the exception 
of, without, with a reservation, 
ejection, save and except, riddance, 
expulsion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
entitlement; (prep) including. 

concealing: (n) covering, concealment, 
burial, stealing, stealth, screening,  

burying, screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive. 

dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, 
napping, asleep, sleepy, tired. 

paralysis: (n) anaesthesia, numbness, 
apoplexy, akinesia, alalia, 
paralyzation, disability; (adj) 
consumption, decline, syncope, 
sideration. 

prehistoric: (adj) archaic, ancient, 
primordial, primeval, antiquated, 
old, antediluvian, prehistorical,  

antique, dated, earliest. ANTONYM: 
(adj) contemporary. 

self-abasement: (n) humiliation. 
self-respect: (n) pride, self-esteem, 

dignity, face, honesty. 
simple-minded: (adj) silly, naive, 

stupid, foolish, guileless, dumb, 
plain, innocent, retarded, dull. 

warp: (v) distort, deform, contort, 
falsify, garble, misrepresent; (n, v) 
bend, buckle, turn, bias; (n) 
distortion. ANTONYM: (v) clarify. 
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might be ruined by much less than the emotions of the funeral service in the 
Quincy church, with its surroundings of national respect and family pride. By 
another dramatic chance it happened that the clergyman of the parish, Dr. Lunt, 
was an unusual pulpit orator, the ideal of a somewhat austere intellectual type, 
such as the school of Buckminster and Channing inherited from the old 
Congregational clergy. His extraordinarily refined appearance, his dignity of 
manner, his deeply cadenced voice, his remarkable English and his fine 
appreciation, gave to the funeral service a character that left an overwhelming 
impression on the boy’s mind. He was to see many great functions—funerals and 
festival—in after-life, till his only thought was to see no more, but he never again 
witnessed anything nearly so impressive to him as the last services at Quincy 
over the body of one President and the ashes of another.%

The effect of the Quincy service was deepened by the official ceremony 
which afterwards took place in Faneuil Hall, when the boy was taken to hear his 
uncle, Edward Everett, deliver a Eulogy. Like all Mr. Everett’s orations, it was an 
admirable piece of oratory, such as only an admirable orator and scholar could 
create; too good for a ten-year-old boy to appreciate at its value; but already the 
boy knew that the dead President could not be in it, and had even learned why 
he would have been out of place there; for knowledge was beginning to come 
fast. The shadow of the War of 1812 still hung over State Street; the shadow of 
the Civil War to come had already begun to darken Faneuil Hall. No rhetoric 
could have reconciled Mr. Everett’s audience to his subject. How could he say 
there, to an assemblage of Bostonians in the heart of mercantile Boston, that the 
only distinctive mark of all the Adamses, since old Sam Adams’s father a 
hundred and fifty years before, had been their inherited quarrel with State Street, 
which had again and again broken out into riot, bloodshed, personal feuds, 
foreign and civil war, wholesale banishments and confiscations, until the history 
of Florence was hardly more turbulent than that of Boston? How could he 
whisper the word Hartford Convention before the men who had made it? What 
would have been said had he suggested the chance of Secession and Civil War? 
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assemblage: (n) meeting, collection, 
congregation, set, multitude, crew, 
confluence, gathering, gang, 
convention, convocation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dispersal, 
scattering. 

bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, 
fighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) 
friendliness. 

cadenced: (adj) rhythmic, metrical,  

cadent, musical. 
darken: (v) blur, blind, confuse, dim, 

shade, overcast, fog, overshadow; 
(adj, v) obscure; (n, v) conceal, 
shadow. ANTONYMS: (v) illuminate, 
whiten, lighten, clarify, disclose. 

deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered. 

mercantile: (adj) commercial, business, 
trade, mercenary, economic, 
merchant, trading, moneymaking, 
commercial relations, for profit,  

industrial. 
orator: (n) elocutionist, speechmaker, 

speaker, lecturer, Cicero, speechifier, 
demagog, demagogue, eulogist; (v) 
oratrix, oratress. 

oratory: (n) elocution, rhetoric, 
declamation, speech, oration, church, 
chapel, tabernacle, valediction, 
cathedral, public speaking. 

pulpit: (n) platform, dais, ambo, 
lectern, hustings, stump, rostrum, 
forum, desk, stand, state. 
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Thus %already, at ten years old, the boy found himself standing face to face 
with a dilemma that might have puzzled an early Christian. What was he?—
where was he going? Even then he felt that something was wrong, but he 
concluded that it must be Boston. Quincy had always been right, for Quincy 
represented a moral principle—the principle of resistance to Boston. His Adams 
ancestors must have been right, since they were always hostile to State Street. If 
State Street was wrong, Quincy must be right! Turn the dilemma as he pleased, 
he still came back on the eighteenth century and the law of Resistance; of Truth; 
of Duty, and of Freedom. He was a ten-year-old priest and politician. He could 
under no circumstances have guessed what the next fifty years had in store, and 
no one could teach him; but sometimes, in his old age, he wondered—and could 
never decide—whether the most clear and certain knowledge would have helped 
him. Supposing he had seen a New York stock-list of 1900, and had studied the 
statistics of railways, telegraphs, coal, and steel—would he have quitted his 
eighteenth-century, his ancestral prejudices, his abstract ideals, his semi-clerical 
training, and the rest, in order to perform an expiatory pilgrimage to State Street, 
and ask for the fatted calf of his grandfather Brooks and a clerkship in the 
Suffolk Bank? 

Sixty years afterwards he was still unable to make up his mind. Each course 
had its advantages, but the material advantages, looking back, seemed to lie 
wholly in State Street. 
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ancestors: (n) family, ancestor, lineage, 
pedigree, parents, majority, 
intimates, genealogy, family tree, 
associates, relatives. 

calf: (n) calves, calfskin, sura, foal, 
shorthorn, pup, kitten, colt, leather, 
kid, box calf. 

clerkship: (n) office. 
expiatory: (adj) propitiatory, 

expiatorious, expiative, piacular, 
atrociously bad, cleansing, atoning, 
purgatorian, purgatory, apologetic,  

criminal. 
fatted: (adj) stalled. 
guessed: (adj) rude, inscrutable. 
ideals: (n) morality, principle, 

standard, standards, ethics, 
principles. 

pilgrimage: (n, v) expedition, 
excursion; (v) trip, tour, 
peregrination, ramble, discursion, 
circuit; (n) hajj, haj, career. 

politician: (n) legislator, politico, 
lawgiver, political leader, mayor, pol, 

nominee, campaigner, governor, 
statemonger, tactician. 

puzzled: (adj) bewildered, confused, 
baffled, nonplussed, doubtful, 
bemused, at a loss, curious, 
mystified, nonplused, dazed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear. 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose. 
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CHAPTER  I I  

 
BOSTO N  ( 1848 -1854 )  

 
 
PETER CHARDON BROOKS, the other grandfather, died January 1, 1849, 

bequeathing what was supposed to be the largest estate in Boston, about two 
million dollars, to his seven surviving children: four sons—Edward, Peter 
Chardon, Gorham, and Sydney; three daughters—Charlotte, married to Edward 
Everett; Ann, married to Nathaniel Frothingham, minister of the First Church; 
and Abigail Brown, born April 25, 1808, married September 3, 1829, to Charles 
Francis Adams, hardly a year older than herself. Their first child, born in 1830, 
was a daughter, named Louisa Catherine, after her Johnson grandmother; the 
second was a son, named John Quincy, after his President grandfather; the third 
took his father’s name, Charles Francis; while the fourth, being of less account, 
was in a way given to his mother, who named him Henry Brooks, after a favorite 
brother just lost. More followed, but these, being younger, had nothing to do 
with the arduous process of educating.%

The Adams connection was singularly small in Boston, but the family of 
Brooks was singularly large and even brilliant, and almost wholly of clerical 
New England stock. One might have sought long in much larger and older 
societies for three brothers-in-law more distinguished or more scholarly than 
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arduous: (adj) laborious, difficult, 
strenuous, onerous, heavy, uphill, 
severe, painful, trying, tough, 
troublesome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
facile, simple, painless, refreshing, 
relaxing, insignificant, light, 
undemanding. 

clerical: (adj) accounting, 
bookkeeping, administrative, church, 
ministerial, priestly, sacerdotal, 
secretarial; (n) minister, preacher, 
office. ANTONYM: (adj) lay. 

grandfather: (n) gramps, grandad, 
grandpapa, grandpa, grandsire, 
granddaddy, ancestor, father's father, 
paternal grandfather, father, 
forefather. 

grandmother: (n) grandma, granny, 
crone, grannie, grandam, mother, 
dam, grandmamma, father's mother, 
paternal grandmother, hag. 

scholarly: (adj) learned, 
knowledgeable, erudite, lettered, 
bookish, cultured, intellectual,  

scholastic, studious, educated, 
literary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unscholarly, uneducated, unlearned, 
lowbrow. 

societies: (n) society, community. 
sought: (adj) required, quest, seeking, 

popular. 
surviving: (adj) extant, living, 

enduring, survive, remaining, 
existing, present, ongoing, in 
existence, current, absolute. 

took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
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Edward %Everett, Dr. Frothingham, and Mr. Adams. One might have sought 
equally long for seven brothers-in-law more unlike. No doubt they all bore more 
or less the stamp of Boston, or at least of Massachusetts Bay, but the shades of 
difference amounted to contrasts. Mr. Everett belonged to Boston hardly more 
than Mr. Adams. One of the most ambitious of Bostonians, he had broken 
bounds early in life by leaving the Unitarian pulpit to take a seat in Congress 
where he had given valuable support to J. Q. Adams’s administration; support 
which, as a social consequence, led to the marriage of the President’s son, 
Charles Francis, with Mr. Everett’s youngest sister-in-law, Abigail Brooks. The 
wreck of parties which marked the reign of Andrew Jackson had interfered with 
many promising careers, that of Edward Everett among the rest, but he had risen 
with the Whig Party to power, had gone as Minister to England, and had 
returned to America with the halo of a European reputation, and undisputed 
rank second only to Daniel Webster as the orator and representative figure of 
Boston. The other brother-in-law, Dr. Frothingham, belonged to the same clerical 
school, though in manner rather the less clerical of the two. Neither of them had 
much in common with Mr. Adams, who was a younger man, greatly biassed by 
his father, and by the inherited feud between Quincy and State Street; but 
personal relations were friendly as far as a boy could see, and the innumerable 
cousins went regularly to the First Church every Sunday in winter, and slept 
through their uncle’s sermons, without once thinking to ask what the sermons 
were supposed to mean for them. For two hundred years the First Church had 
seen the same little boys, sleeping more or less soundly under the same or 
similar conditions, and dimly conscious of the same feuds; but the feuds had 
never ceased, and the boys had always grown up to inherit them. Those of the 
generation of 1812 had mostly disappeared in 1850; death had cleared that score; 
the quarrels of John Adams, and those of John Quincy Adams were no longer 
acutely personal; the game was considered as drawn; and Charles Francis Adams 
might then have taken his inherited rights of political leadership in succession to 
Mr. Webster and Mr. Everett, his seniors. Between him and State Street the 
relation was more natural than between Edward Everett and State Street; but 
instead of doing so, Charles Francis Adams drew himself aloof and renewed the 
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aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, indifferent, 
unfriendly, frigid, arrogant, cold; 
(adv) afar. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
friendly, involved, approachable, 
sociable, outgoing, open, 
enthusiastic, relaxed, communicative, 
affable, respectful. 

biassed: (adj) prejudiced. 
dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, faintly, 

dully, duskily, vaguely, shadowily, 
hazily, gloomily, somberly; (adj, adv) 

palely. ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly. 

feud: (n) dispute, competition, blood 
feud, conflict, disagreement, feoff; (n, 
v) contest, quarrel, affray, fight; (v) 
battle. ANTONYMS: (v) truce; (n) 
peace, harmony, accord. 

halo: (n) halation, aura, glory, ring, 
circle, corona, nimbus, hoop, aureola, 
band, anchor ring. 

soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, 
thoroughly, deeply, substantially,  

validly, strongly, stably, fastly, safely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) harmfully, 
halfheartedly, fitfully, 
unconvincingly. 

undisputed: (adj, v) undoubted, 
unquestioned; (adj) unchallenged, 
unquestionable, accepted, 
recognized, recognised, indubitable, 
absolute, decided; (v) uncontested. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) doubtful, 
disputable, dubious, individual, 
questionable. 
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old war which had already lasted since 1700. He could not help it. With the 
record of J. Q. Adams fresh in the popular memory, his son and his only 
representative could not make terms with the slave-power, and the slave-power 
overshadowed all the great Boston interests. No doubt Mr. Adams had principles 
of his own, as well as inherited, but even his children, who as yet had no 
principles, could equally little follow the lead of Mr. Webster or even of Mr. 
Seward. They would have lost in consideration more than they would have 
gained in patronage. They were anti-slavery by birth, as their name was Adams 
and their home was Quincy. No matter how much they had wished to enter State 
Street, they felt that State Street never would trust them, or they it. Had State 
Street been Paradise, they must hunger for it in vain, and it hardly needed Daniel 
Webster to act as archangel with the flaming sword, to order them away from 
the door.%

Time and experience, which alter all perspectives, altered this among the rest, 
and taught the boy gentler judgment, but even when only ten years old, his face 
was already fixed, and his heart was stone, against State Street; his education 
was warped beyond recovery in the direction of Puritan politics. Between him 
and his patriot grandfather at the same age, the conditions had changed little. 
The year 1848 was like enough to the year 1776 to make a fair parallel. The 
parallel, as concerned bias of education, was complete when, a few months after 
the death of John Quincy Adams, a convention of anti-slavery delegates met at 
Buffalo to organize a new party and named candidates for the general election in 
November: for President, Martin Van Buren; for Vice-President, Charles Francis 
Adams. 

For any American boy the fact that his father was running for office would 
have dwarfed for the time every other excitement, but even apart from personal 
bias, the year 1848, for a boy’s road through life, was decisive for twenty years to 
come. There was never a side-path of escape. The stamp of 1848 was almost as 
indelible as the stamp of 1776, but in the eighteenth or any earlier century, the 
stamp mattered less because it was standard, and every one bore it; while men 
whose lives were to fall in the generation between 1865 and 1900 had, first of all, 
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archangel: (n) angelica, angelica 
Archangelica, angelique, garden 
angelica, seraph. 

delegates: (n) congress. 
dwarfed: (adj) stunted, dwarfish, 

deformed, diminutive, Lilliputian, 
poor, short. 

flaming: (adj, n) burning, ardent, 
glowing, passionate; (adj) blazing, 
ablaze, aflame, hot; (n) enthusiastic, 
flame, fire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
extinguished, placid, gentle, quiet. 

indelible: (adj) ineffaceable, 
memorable, fixed, ineradicable, 
lasting, irrevocable, ingrained; (adj, v) 
indestructible; (n) impressive, deep; 
(v) incorruptible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
erasable, fleeting. 

patriot: (n) jingoist, jingo, subject, 
patriotic, Garibaldi, loyalist, national, 
chauvinist. ANTONYM: (n) turncoat.

patronage: (n) condescension, aegis, 
clientele, favor, trade, backing, 
assistance, countenance, auspices,  

aid, championship. 
vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 

fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 

webster: (n) Daniel Webster, Noah 
Webster, weaver, Webber. 
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to get rid of it, and take the stamp that belonged to their time. This was their 
education. To outsiders, immigrants, adventurers, it was easy, but the old 
Puritan nature rebelled against change. The reason it gave was forcible. The 
Puritan thought his thought higher and his moral standards better than those of 
his successors. So they were. He could not be convinced that moral standards 
had nothing to do with it, and that utilitarian morality was good enough for 
him, as it was for the graceless. Nature had given to the boy Henry a character 
that, in any previous century, would have led him into the Church; he inherited 
dogma and a priori thought from the beginning of time; and he scarcely needed a 
violent reaction like anti-slavery politics to sweep him back into Puritanism with 
a violence as great as that of a religious war.%

Thus far he had nothing to do with it; his education was chiefly inheritance, 
and during the next five or six years, his father alone counted for much. If he 
were to worry successfully through life’s quicksands, he must depend chiefly on 
his father’s pilotage; but, for his father, the channel lay clear, while for himself an 
unknown ocean lay beyond. His father’s business in life was to get past the 
dangers of the slave-power, or to fix its bounds at least. The task done, he might 
be content to let his sons pay for the pilotage; and it mattered little to his success 
whether they paid it with their lives wasted on battle-fields or in misdirected 
energies and lost opportunity. The generation that lived from 1840 to 1870 could 
do very well with the old forms of education; that which had its work to do 
between 1870 and 1900 needed something quite new. 

His father’s character was therefore the larger part of his education, as far as 
any single person affected it, and for that reason, if for no other, the son was 
always a much interested critic of his father’s mind and temper. Long after his 
death as an old man of eighty, his sons continued to discuss this subject with a 
good deal of difference in their points of view. To his son Henry, the quality that 
distinguished his father from all the other figures in the family group, was that, 
in his opinion, Charles Francis Adams possessed the only perfectly balanced 
mind that ever existed in the name. For a hundred years, every newspaper 
scribbler had, with more or less obvious excuse, derided or abused the older 
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dogma: (n) tenet, creed, belief, 
doctrine, principle, faith, gospel, 
theory, canon, way of thinking, 
opinion. 

eighty: (n) four score. 
forcible: (adj) forceful, active, 

energetic, powerful, strong, violent, 
coercive, vigorous, effective, 
convincing; (prep) conclusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, gentle, 
peaceful. 

graceless: (adj) inelegant, clumsy,  

godless, depraved, gauche, 
abandoned, ungracious, dissolute, 
ungraceful, rude, barbaric. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
suave, elegant. 

misdirected: (adj) led astray, 
undirected, wry. 

pilotage: (n) steerage, piloting, 
navigation, astronavigation, steering, 
dead reckoning, direction, celestial 
navigation, leadership, instrument 
flying, lodemanage. 

scribbler: (n) writer, penman, pen, 
author, the scribbling race, hack, 
scrivener, Augustin Eugene scribe, 
scribe, pamphleteer, journalist. 

utilitarian: (adj) functional, practical, 
pragmatic, philanthropic, utile, 
serviceable, humanitarian, helpful, 
convenient; (n) Benthamite, 
philanthropist. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
surrender, relinquish, soulful, luxury, 
decorative, useless. 

whether: (pron) where. 
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Adamses for want of judgment. They abused Charles Francis for his judgment. 
Naturally they never attempted to assign values to either; that was the children’s 
affair; but the traits were real. Charles Francis Adams was singular for mental 
poise—absence of self-assertion or self-consciousness—the faculty of standing 
apart without seeming aware that he was alone—a balance of mind and temper 
that neither challenged nor avoided notice, nor admitted question of superiority 
or inferiority, of jealousy, of personal motives, from any source, even under 
great pressure. This unusual poise of judgment and temper, ripened by age, 
became the more striking to his son Henry as he learned to measure the mental 
faculties themselves, which were in no way exceptional either for depth or 
range. Charles Francis Adams’s memory was hardly above the average; his mind 
was not bold like his grandfather’s or restless like his father’s, or imaginative or 
oratorical—still less mathematical; but it worked with singular perfection, 
admirable self-restraint, and instinctive mastery of form. Within its range it was 
a model.%

The standards of Boston were high, much affected by the old clerical self-
respect which gave the Unitarian clergy unusual social charm. Dr. Channing, Mr. 
Everett, Dr. Frothingham. Dr. Palfrey, President Walker, R. W. Emerson, and 
other Boston ministers of the same school, would have commanded distinction 
in any society; but the Adamses had little or no affinity with the pulpit, and still 
less with its eccentric offshoots, like Theodore Parker, or Brook Farm, or the 
philosophy of Concord. Besides its clergy, Boston showed a literary group, led by 
Ticknor, Prescott, Longfellow, Motley, O. W. Holmes; but Mr. Adams was not 
one of them; as a rule they were much too Websterian. Even in science Boston 
could claim a certain eminence, especially in medicine, but Mr. Adams cared 
very little for science. He stood alone. He had no master—hardly even his father. 
He had no scholars—hardly even his sons. 

Almost alone among his Boston contemporaries, he was not English in 
feeling or in sympathies. Perhaps a hundred years of acute hostility to England 
had something to do with this family trait; but in his case it went further and 
became indifference to social distinction. Never once in forty years of intimacy 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

commanded: (adj) lawful. 
eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 

altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 
status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority. 

faculties: (n) mother wit. 
inferiority: (n) poorness, degeneracy, 

subordinacy, minority, disadvantage, 
calibre, vulgarity, quality,  

subordination, meanness, deteriority. 
ANTONYMS: (n) superiority, 
advantage, excellence, preeminence. 

palfrey: (n) horse, roadster, saddle 
horse, beast of burden, cattle, nag, 
beast. 

poise: (n) equilibrium, equanimity, 
composure, assurance, parity, 
bearing, calmness, cool, aplomb; (v) 
hover, brace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, timidity, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, agitation, panic. 

ripened: (adj) mature, matured, 
elderly, aged, maturer, old, mellow, 
grown, full-grown, cured, adult. 
ANTONYM: (adj) young. 

self-restraint: (n) restraint, abstinence, 
reserve, moderation, self-mastery, 
self-command, will, discipline, 
avoidance, willpower. 

trait: (n) characteristic, attribute, 
quality, character, idiosyncrasy, 
property; (adj, n) peculiarity, trick; (n, 
v) lineament; (v) stroke, touch. 
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did his son notice in him a trace of snobbishness. He was one of the exceedingly 
small number of Americans to whom an English duke or duchess seemed to be 
indifferent, and royalty itself nothing more than a slightly inconvenient presence. 
This was, it is true, rather the tone of English society in his time, but Americans 
were largely responsible for changing it, and Mr. Adams had every possible 
reason for affecting the manner of a courtier even if he did not feel the sentiment. 
Never did his son see him flatter or vilify, or show a sign of envy or jealousy; 
never a shade of vanity or self-conceit. Never a tone of arrogance! Never a 
gesture of pride! 

The same thing might perhaps have been said of John Quincy Adams, but in 
him his associates averred that it was accompanied by mental restlessness and 
often by lamentable want of judgment. No one ever charged Charles Francis 
Adams with this fault. The critics charged him with just the opposite defect. They 
called him cold. No doubt, such perfect poise—such intuitive self-adjustment—
was not maintained by nature without a sacrifice of the qualities which would 
have upset it. No doubt, too, that even his restless-minded, introspective, self-
conscious children who knew him best were much too ignorant of the world and 
of human nature to suspect how rare and complete was the model before their 
eyes. A coarser instrument would have impressed them more. Average human 
nature is very coarse, and its ideals must necessarily be average. The world never 
loved perfect poise. What the world does love is commonly absence of poise, for 
it has to be amused. Napoleons and Andrew Jacksons amuse it, but it is not 
amused by perfect balance. Had Mr. Adams’s nature been cold, he would have 
followed Mr. Webster, Mr. Everett, Mr. Seward, and Mr. Winthrop in the lines of 
party discipline and self-interest. Had it been less balanced than it was, he would 
have gone with Mr. Garrison, Mr. Wendell Phillips, Mr. Edmund Quincy, and 
Theodore Parker, into secession. Between the two paths he found an 
intermediate one, distinctive and characteristic—he set up a party of his own.%

This political party became a chief influence in the education of the boy 
Henry in the six years 1848 to 1854, and violently affected his character at the 
moment when character is plastic. The group of men with whom Mr. Adams 
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courtier: (n) aristocrat, official, 
attendant, suckling. 

introspective: (adj, v) thoughtful, 
reflective, pensive, meditative; (v) 
deliberative, philosophical; (adj) 
reflex, brooding, deep in thought, 
directed back, dreamy. 

lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, 
distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; (adj, 
v) pitiable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) laudable, fortunate. 

paths: (n) path. 
restlessness: (n) anxiety, disquiet, 

impatience, fidget, uneasiness, 
disquietude, unrest, fidgetiness, 
agitation, insomnia; (adj, n) 
nervousness. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
contentment, restfulness, peace. 

secession: (adj, n) defection; (n) 
severance, withdrawal, desertion, 
isolation, abruption, detachment, 
retreat, disconnection, separation, 
breach. 

self-conceit: (n) conceit. 
self-interest: (n) selfishness. 
snobbishness: (n) haughtiness, 

clannishness, exclusiveness, 
arrogance, cliquishness, 
condescension, disdain, lordliness, 
pretentiousness, superciliousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) modesty. 

vilify: (adj, v) defame, slander, 
asperse, abuse, traduce; (v) libel, 
disparage, revile, blacken, smear, 
decry. ANTONYM: (v) compliment. 
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associated himself, and whose social centre was the house in Mount Vernon 
Street, numbered only three: Dr. John G. Palfrey, Richard H. Dana, and Charles 
Sumner. Dr. Palfrey was the oldest, and in spite of his clerical education, was to a 
boy often the most agreeable, for his talk was lighter and his range wider than 
that of the others; he had wit, or humor, and the give-and-take of dinner-table 
exchange. Born to be a man of the world, he forced himself to be clergyman, 
professor, or statesman, while, like every other true Bostonian, he yearned for the 
ease of the Athenaeum Club in Pall Mall or the Combination Room at Trinity. 
Dana at first suggested the opposite; he affected to be still before the mast, a 
direct, rather bluff, vigorous seaman, and only as one got to know him better one 
found the man of rather excessive refinement trying with success to work like a 
day-laborer, deliberately hardening his skin to the burden, as though he were 
still carrying hides at Monterey. Undoubtedly he succeeded, for his mind and 
will were robust, but he might have said what his lifelong friend William M. 
Evarts used to say: “I pride myself on my success in doing not the things I like to 
do, but the things I don’t like to do.” Dana’s ideal of life was to be a great 
Englishman, with a seat on the front benches of the House of Commons until he 
should be promoted to the woolsack; beyond all, with a social status that should 
place him above the scuffle of provincial and unprofessional annoyances; but he 
forced himself to take life as it came, and he suffocated his longings with grim 
self-discipline, by mere force of will. Of the four men, Dana was the most 
marked. Without dogmatism or self-assertion, he seemed always to be fully in 
sight, a figure that completely filled a well-defined space. He, too, talked well, 
and his mind worked close to its subject, as a lawyer’s should; but disguise and 
silence it as he liked, it was aristocratic to the tenth generation.%

In that respect, and in that only, Charles Sumner was like him, but Sumner, in 
almost every other quality, was quite different from his three associates—
altogether out of line. He, too, adored English standards, but his ambition led 
him to rival the career of Edmund Burke. No young Bostonian of his time had 
made so brilliant a start, but rather in the steps of Edward Everett than of Daniel 
Webster. As an orator he had achieved a triumph by his oration against war; but 
Boston admired him chiefly for his social success in England and on the 
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benches: (n) bleachers. 
dogmatism: (adj) dogmatist, 

dogmatizer, intolerance; (n) certainty, 
determination, rigidity, 
intransigence, stubbornness, 
obstinacy, rigor. 

give-and-take: (adj) reciprocal, 
mutual; (n) interplay, cooperation. 

humor: (n, v) caprice, freak, humour; 
(n) temper, mood, disposition, wit; 
(v) indulge, gratify; (adj, n) spirit, 
frame of mind. ANTONYMS: (n)  

seriousness, gravity, solemnity; (v) 
displease. 

oration: (n) discourse, harangue, 
lecture, speech, declamation, homily, 
tirade, say, recitation, oratory, 
language. 

scuffle: (n, v) tussle, fight, scrap, 
struggle, disturbance, encounter; (v) 
grapple, shuffle; (n) melee, scramble, 
fighting. 

self-discipline: (n) restraint, 
willpower, temperance, austerity,  

will. 
suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 

asphyxied. 
unprofessional: (adj) unskilled, 

amateur, unethical, negligent, lay, 
inexpert, private, informal, ballad, 
careless, clumsy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
expert, skilled, skillful, diligent, strict, 
trained. 

woolsack: (n) throne, fauteuil, divan, 
dais, chair, musnud, Ottoman, settle, 
squab, bench, cushion. 
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Continent; success that gave to every Bostonian who enjoyed it a halo never 
acquired by domestic sanctity. Mr. Sumner, both by interest and instinct, felt the 
value of his English connection, and cultivated it the more as he became socially 
an outcast from Boston society by the passions of politics. He was rarely without 
a pocket-full of letters from duchesses or noblemen in England. Having 
sacrificed to principle his social position in America, he clung the more closely to 
his foreign attachments. The Free Soil Party fared ill in Beacon Street. The social 
arbiters of Boston—George Ticknor and the rest—had to admit, however 
unwillingly, that the Free Soil leaders could not mingle with the friends and 
followers of Mr. Webster. Sumner was socially ostracized, and so, for that 
matter, were Palfrey, Dana, Russell, Adams, and all the other avowed anti-
slavery leaders, but for them it mattered less, because they had houses and 
families of their own; while Sumner had neither wife nor household, and, though 
the most socially ambitious of all, and the most hungry for what used to be called 
polite society, he could enter hardly half-a-dozen houses in Boston. Longfellow 
stood by him in Cambridge, and even in Beacon Street he could always take 
refuge in the house of Mr. Lodge, but few days passed when he did not pass 
some time in Mount Vernon Street. Even with that, his solitude was glacial, and 
reacted on his character. He had nothing but himself to think about. His 
superiority was, indeed, real and incontestable; he was the classical ornament of 
the anti-slavery party; their pride in him was unbounded, and their admiration 
outspoken.%

The boy Henry worshipped him, and if he ever regarded any older man as a 
personal friend, it was Mr. Sumner. The relation of Mr. Sumner in the household 
was far closer than any relation of blood. None of the uncles approached such 
intimacy. Sumner was the boy’s ideal of greatness; the highest product of nature 
and art. The only fault of such a model was its superiority which defied 
imitation. To the twelve-year-old boy, his father, Dr. Palfrey, Mr. Dana, were 
men, more or less like what he himself might become; but Mr. Sumner was a 
different order—heroic. 
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attachments: (n) equipment. 
avowed: (adj) acknowledged, attested, 

ostensible, sworn, stated, confirmed, 
declared, pretended, known, 
authenticated, apparent. 

incontestable: (adj) undeniable, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
irrefutable, incontrovertible, certain, 
sure, watertight, unarguable, 
positive, irrefragable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) contestable, dubious, 
questionable, debatable. 

mingle: (v) compound, combine, 
merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part. 

ostracized: (adj) detested, disliked, 
friendless, hated, not accepted, out of 
favor, not liked. 

outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 
expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native. 

regarded: (adj) reputed. 

unbounded: (adj) immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, infinite, immense, 
measureless, unlimited, vast, 
illimitable, unmeasured, absolute. 

unwillingly: (adv) grudgingly, loathly, 
aversely, unenthusiastically, 
indisposedly, resentfully, 
involuntarily, recalcitrantly, 
refractorily, lothly, hesitatingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) wholeheartedly. 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable. 
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As the boy grew up to be ten or twelve years old, his father gave him a 
writing-table in one of the alcoves of his Boston library, and there, winter after 
winter, Henry worked over his Latin Grammar and listened to these four 
gentlemen discussing the course of anti-slavery politics. The discussions were 
always serious; the Free Soil Party took itself quite seriously; and they were 
habitual because Mr. Adams had undertaken to edit a newspaper as the organ 
of these gentlemen, who came to discuss its policy and expression. At the same 
time Mr. Adams was editing the “Works” of his grandfather John Adams, and 
made the boy read texts for proof-correction. In after years his father sometimes 
complained that, as a reader of Novanglus and Massachusettensis, Henry had 
shown very little consciousness of punctuation; but the boy regarded this part of 
school life only as a warning, if he ever grew up to write dull discussions in the 
newspapers, to try to be dull in some different way from that of his great-
grandfather. Yet the discussions in the Boston Whig were carried on in much the 
same style as those of John Adams and his opponent, and appealed to much the 
same society and the same habit of mind. The boy got as little education, fitting 
him for his own time, from the one as from the other, and he got no more from 
his contact with the gentlemen themselves who were all types of the past.%

Down to 1850, and even later, New England society was still directed by the 
professions. Lawyers, physicians, professors, merchants were classes, and acted 
not as individuals, but as though they were clergymen and each profession were 
a church. In politics the system required competent expression; it was the old 
Ciceronian idea of government by the best that produced the long line of New 
England statesmen. They chose men to represent them because they wanted to 
be well represented, and they chose the best they had. Thus Boston chose Daniel 
Webster, and Webster took, not as pay, but as honorarium, the cheques raised 
for him by Peter Harvey from the Appletons, Perkinses, Amorys, Searses, 
Brookses, Lawrences, and so on, who begged him to represent them. Edward 
Everett held the rank in regular succession to Webster. Robert C. Winthrop 
claimed succession to Everett. Charles Sumner aspired to break the succession, 
but not the system. The Adamses had never been, for any length of time, a part 
of this State succession; they had preferred the national service, and had won all 
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adams: (n) John Quincy Adams, John 
Adams, president John Quincy 
Adams, Sam Adams, Samuel Adams, 
mount Adams, president Adams, 
president John Adams. 

clergymen: (n) clergyman. 
edit: (n) editing; (v) compile, cut, 

revise, redact, alter, arrange, contract, 
correct, compose, adapt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) write, expand, 
augment. 

editing: (n) redaction, edition, copy  

editing, deletion, cutting, cut, 
compiling, layout, compilation, edit, 
electronic editing. ANTONYM: (n) 
freedom. 

habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, 
usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, 
confirmed, accustomed, natural, 
commonplace, everyday, ordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, 
infrequent, mild, irregular, 
exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
innovative. 

honorarium: (n) bonus, compensation, 
allowance, pay, gratuity, income, 
douceur; (v) bounty, oblation, help, 
largess. 

organ: (n) instrument, member, limb, 
apparatus, harmonium, agency, part, 
mechanism, medium, means, journal. 

professors: (n) faculty. 
punctuation: (n) comma, praxis, 

hyphen, apostrophe, parenthesis, 
ampersand, colon, grammar, 
accidence, diagonal, stop. 
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their distinction outside the State, but they too had required State support and 
had commonly received it. The little group of men in Mount Vernon Street were 
an offshoot of this system; they were statesmen, not politicians; they guided 
public opinion, but were little guided by it.%

The boy naturally learned only one lesson from his saturation in such air. He 
took for granted that this sort of world, more or less the same that had always 
existed in Boston and Massachusetts Bay, was the world which he was to fit. Had 
he known Europe he would have learned no better. The Paris of Louis Philippe, 
Guizot, and de Tocqueville, as well as the London of Robert Peel, Macaulay, and 
John Stuart Mill, were but varieties of the same upper-class bourgeoisie that felt 
instinctive cousinship with the Boston of Ticknor, Prescott, and Motley. Even 
the typical grumbler Carlyle, who cast doubts on the real capacity of the middle 
class, and who at times thought himself eccentric, found friendship and alliances 
in Boston—still more in Concord. The system had proved so successful that even 
Germany wanted to try it, and Italy yearned for it. England’s middle-class 
government was the ideal of human progress. 

Even the violent reaction after 1848, and the return of all Europe to military 
practices, never for a moment shook the true faith. No one, except Karl Marx, 
foresaw radical change. What announced it? The world was producing sixty or 
seventy million tons of coal, and might be using nearly a million steam-
horsepower, just beginning to make itself felt. All experience since the creation of 
man, all divine revelation or human science, conspired to deceive and betray a 
twelve-year-old boy who took for granted that his ideas, which were alone 
respectable, would be alone respected. 

Viewed from Mount Vernon Street, the problem of life was as simple as it 
was classic. Politics offered no difficulties, for there the moral law was a sure 
guide. Social perfection was also sure, because human nature worked for Good, 
and three instruments were all she asked—Suffrage, Common Schools, and 
Press. On these points doubt was forbidden. Education was divine, and man 
needed only a correct knowledge of facts to reach perfection: 
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betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, grass, 
dupe, reveal, mislead, disclose, 
accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, undeceive, 
hide, defend, withhold. 

bourgeoisie: (n) bourgeois, class, third 
estate, Middle America. 

cousinship: (n) cousin, cousinhood. 
deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 

bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide,  

inform, undeceive, protect. 
doubts: (adj) doubting. 
grumbler: (n) grouch, croaker, 

growler, crybaby, bellyacher, 
crosspatch, grump, sourpuss, 
curmudgeon; (v) malcontent, 
laudator temporis acti. 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led. 
instinctive: (adj) inherent, inborn, 

automatic, natural, mechanical, 
spontaneous, intuitive, unconscious, 
gut, reflex; (adj, v) involuntary.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, stilted, 
deliberate, factual, systematic, 
trained, spiritual. 

offshoot: (n) arm, limb, outgrowth, 
bough, offset, derivative, descendant, 
division, wing, scion, faction. 

saturation: (n) satiation, impregnation, 
satiety, pervasion, permeation, glut, 
intensity, satisfaction, fullness, 
surfeit, repletion. 

upper-class: (adj) important, gentle, 
aristocratic, elite. 
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“Were half the power that fills the world with terror,   
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts,  

Given to redeem the human mind from error,   
There were no need of arsenals nor forts.” 

 
Nothing quieted doubt so completely as the mental calm of the Unitarian clergy. 
In uniform excellence of life and character, moral and intellectual, the score of 
Unitarian clergymen about Boston, who controlled society and Harvard College, 
were never excelled. They proclaimed as their merit that they insisted on no 
doctrine, but taught, or tried to teach, the means of leading a virtuous, useful, 
unselfish life, which they held to be sufficient for salvation. For them, difficulties 
might be ignored; doubts were waste of thought; nothing exacted solution. 
Boston had solved the universe; or had offered and realized the best solution yet 
tried. The problem was worked out.%

Of all the conditions of his youth which afterwards puzzled the grown-up 
man, this disappearance of religion puzzled him most. The boy went to church 
twice every Sunday; he was taught to read his Bible, and he learned religious 
poetry by heart; he believed in a mild deism; he prayed; he went through all the 
forms; but neither to him nor to his brothers or sisters was religion real. Even the 
mild discipline of the Unitarian Church was so irksome that they all threw it off 
at the first possible moment, and never afterwards entered a church. The 
religious instinct had vanished, and could not be revived, although one made in 
later life many efforts to recover it. That the most powerful emotion of man, next 
to the sexual, should disappear, might be a personal defect of his own; but that 
the most intelligent society, led by the most intelligent clergy, in the most moral 
conditions he ever knew, should have solved all the problems of the universe so 
thoroughly as to have quite ceased making itself anxious about past or future, 
and should have persuaded itself that all the problems which had convulsed 
human thought from earliest recorded time, were not worth discussing, seemed 
to him the most curious social phenomenon he had to account for in a long life. 
The faculty of turning away one’s eyes as one approaches a chasm is not 
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bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate. 

chasm: (n) breach, gap, hiatus, gulf, 
ravine, hole, abysm, vacancy, canyon, 
aperture, emptiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) junction, closure. 

deism: (n) deist, rationalism, 
Protestantism, Adventism, 
Tractarianism, Stundism, 
Socinianism, Sabellianism, ritualism, 
Quakerism, Puseyism. 

grown-up: (adj) mature, big, full- 

grown, ripe, grown, full-fledged. 
proclaimed: (adj) announced, 

indictive, declared publicly. 
quieted: (adj) composed. 
redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 

recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose. 

revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
animated, revitalized, alive, 
invigorated, new. 

unselfish: (adj) selfless, altruistic,  

disinterested, liberal, magnanimous, 
philanthropic, considerate, 
beneficent, charitable, kind, helpful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) greedy, 
uncharitable, thoughtless. 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent. 
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unusual, and Boston showed, under the lead of Mr. Webster, how successfully it 
could be done in politics; but in politics a certain number of men did at least 
protest. In religion and philosophy no one protested. Such protest as was made 
took forms more simple than the silence, like the deism of Theodore Parker, and 
of the boy’s own cousin Octavius Frothingham, who distressed his father and 
scandalized Beacon Street by avowing scepticism that seemed to solve no old 
problems, and to raise many new ones. The less aggressive protest of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, was, from an old-world point of view, less serious. It was naif.%

The children reached manhood without knowing religion, and with the 
certainty that dogma, metaphysics, and abstract philosophy were not worth 
knowing. So one-sided an education could have been possible in no other 
country or time, but it became, almost of necessity, the more literary and 
political. As the children grew up, they exaggerated the literary and the political 
interests. They joined in the dinner-table discussions and from childhood the 
boys were accustomed to hear, almost every day, table-talk as good as they were 
ever likely to hear again. The eldest child, Louisa, was one of the most sparkling 
creatures her brother met in a long and varied experience of bright women. The 
oldest son, John, was afterwards regarded as one of the best talkers in Boston 
society, and perhaps the most popular man in the State, though apt to be on the 
unpopular side. Palfrey and Dana could be entertaining when they pleased, and 
though Charles Sumner could hardly be called light in hand, he was willing to be 
amused, and smiled grandly from time to time; while Mr. Adams, who talked 
relatively little, was always a good listener, and laughed over a witticism till he 
choked. 

By way of educating and amusing the children, Mr. Adams read much aloud, 
and was sure to read political literature, especially when it was satirical, like the 
speeches of Horace Mann and the “Epistles” of “Hosea Biglow,” with great 
delight to the youth. So he read Longfellow and Tennyson as their poems 
appeared, but the children took possession of Dickens and Thackeray for 
themselves. Both were too modern for tastes founded on Pope and Dr. Johnson. 
The boy Henry soon became a desultory reader of every book he found readable, 
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choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure. 

desultory: (adj) indiscriminate, 
aimless, spasmodic, purposeless, 
capricious, superficial, cursory, 
random, rambling, immethodical, 
fitful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wholehearted. 

educating: (adj) taming, humanizing, 
calming. 

grandly: (adv) splendidly, gorgeously, 
magnificently, regally, majestically, 
beautifully, stately, grandiosely, 
illustriously, superbly, greatly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) simply, humbly. 

manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality, 
humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 
manliness, ripe age, maturity full age.

metaphysics: (n) ontology, 
metaphysic, outside actual 
experience, ontological, cosmological, 

philosophy. 
oldest: (n) elder, doyen; (adj) older. 
old-world: (adj) old-time, whilom, 

olden, quaint. 
satirical: (adj) satiric, cutting, mordant, 

mocking, ironic, biting, scornful, 
sardonic, derisive; (adj, n) keen; (n) 
ironical. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sympathetic. 

witticism: (n) humor, jest, wit, gag, 
repartee, humour, pun, quip, crack, 
pleasantry, epigram. 
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but these were commonly eighteenth-century historians because his father’s 
library was full of them. In the want of positive instincts, he drifted into the 
mental indolence of history. So too, he read shelves of eighteenth-century 
poetry, but when his father offered his own set of Wordsworth as a gift on 
condition of reading it through, he declined. Pope and Gray called for no mental 
effort; they were easy reading; but the boy was thirty years old before his 
education reached Wordsworth.%

This is the story of an education, and the person or persons who figure in it 
are supposed to have values only as educators or educated. The surroundings 
concern it only so far as they affect education. Sumner, Dana, Palfrey, had values 
of their own, like Hume, Pope, and Wordsworth, which any one may study in 
their works; here all appear only as influences on the mind of a boy very nearly 
the average of most boys in physical and mental stature. The influence was 
wholly political and literary. His father made no effort to force his mind, but left 
him free play, and this was perhaps best. Only in one way his father rendered 
him a great service by trying to teach him French and giving him some idea of a 
French accent. Otherwise the family was rather an atmosphere than an influence. 
The boy had a large and overpowering set of brothers and sisters, who were 
modes or replicas of the same type, getting the same education, struggling with 
the same problems, and solving the question, or leaving it unsolved much in the 
same way. They knew no more than he what they wanted or what to do for it, 
but all were conscious that they would like to control power in some form; and 
the same thing could be said of an ant or an elephant. Their form was tied to 
politics or literature. They amounted to one individual with half-a-dozen sides or 
facets; their temperaments reacted on each other and made each child more like 
the other. This was also education, but in the type, and the Boston or New 
England type was well enough known. What no one knew was whether the 
individual who thought himself a representative of this type, was fit to deal with 
life. 

As far as outward bearing went, such a family of turbulent children, given 
free rein by their parents, or indifferent to check, should have come to more or 
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indolence: (n) laziness, inaction, 
lethargy, inertia, inactivity, 
listlessness, slowness, torpor, 
sluggishness, apathy; (adj, n) sloth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
nimbleness, activity, bustle, 
liveliness, vigor. 

outward: (adj) external, apparent, 
extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, 
outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; 
(adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep. 

overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
intense, heavy, strong, onerous, 
devastating, uncontrollable, 
depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
subtle, imperceptible, insignificant, 
shallow, weak, faint, bland. 

rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, 
strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, rule, 
rein in, confine. 

shelves: (n) shelf, rack, shelving. 
solving: (n) solution, resolving,  

settlement, resolve, answer, resolving 
power, finding, determination, 
resoluteness, declaration; (v) solve. 

stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
status, quality, rank, greatness. 

unsolved: (adj) unsettled, unanswered, 
harmonically unresolved, 
inexplicable, insoluble, mysterious, 
not solved, open, strange, dissonant, 
undecided. ANTONYM: (adj) 
apparent. 
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less grief. Certainly no one was strong enough to control them, least of all their 
mother, the queen-bee of the hive, on whom nine-tenths of the burden fell, on 
whose strength they all depended, but whose children were much too self-willed 
and self-confident to take guidance from her, or from any one else, unless in the 
direction they fancied. Father and mother were about equally helpless. Almost 
every large family in those days produced at least one black sheep, and if this 
generation of Adamses escaped, it was as much a matter of surprise to them as to 
their neighbors. By some happy chance they grew up to be decent citizens, but 
Henry Adams, as a brand escaped from the burning, always looked back with 
astonishment at their luck. The fact seemed to prove that they were born, like 
birds, with a certain innate balance. Home influences alone never saved the New 
England boy from ruin, though sometimes they may have helped to ruin him; 
and the influences outside of home were negative. If school helped, it was only 
by reaction. The dislike of school was so strong as to be a positive gain. The 
passionate hatred of school methods was almost a method in itself. Yet the day-
school of that time was respectable, and the boy had nothing to complain of. In 
fact, he never complained. He hated it because he was here with a crowd of other 
boys and compelled to learn by memory a quantity of things that did not amuse 
him. His memory was slow, and the effort painful. For him to conceive that his 
memory could compete for school prizes with machines of two or three times its 
power, was to prove himself wanting not only in memory, but flagrantly in 
mind. He thought his mind a good enough machine, if it were given time to act, 
but it acted wrong if hurried. Schoolmasters never gave time.%

In any and all its forms, the boy detested school, and the prejudice became 
deeper with years. He always reckoned his school-days, from ten to sixteen years 
old, as time thrown away. Perhaps his needs turned out to be exceptional, but his 
existence was exceptional. Between 1850 and 1900 nearly every one’s existence 
was exceptional. For success in the life imposed on him he needed, as afterwards 
appeared, the facile use of only four tools: Mathematics, French, German, and 
Spanish. With these, he could master in very short time any special branch of 
inquiry, and feel at home in any society. Latin and Greek, he could, with the help 
of the modern languages, learn more completely by the intelligent work of six 
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amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint. 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked. 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) 
effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent,  

expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original. 

fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
fabricated, preferred, assumed, 
illusory, imagined, ideal. 

flagrantly: (adv) infamously, 
obviously, blatantly, brazenly, 
arrantly, flagitiously, grossly, 
heinously, rankly, shamelessly, 
immodestly. ANTONYMS: (adv)  

covertly, modestly. 
hive: (adj) swarm, herd; (v) store, SE 

nicher; (n) concourse, hiding place, 
cave, cell, den, aerie, eyry. 

imposed: (adj) compulsory, obligatory. 
self-confident: (adj) assured, cocky, 

confident, assertive, jaunty, sanguine, 
secure, self-sufficient, certain. 

self-willed: (adj) stubborn, wilful, 
wayward, obstinate, headstrong, 
perverse, intractable, masterful, pig-
headed, wild, deaf. 
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weeks than in the six years he spent on them at school. These four tools were 
necessary to his success in life, but he never controlled any one of them. 

Thus, at the outset, he was condemned to failure more or less complete in the 
life awaiting him, but not more so than his companions. Indeed, had his father 
kept the boy at home, and given him half an hour’s direction every day, he 
would have done more for him than school ever could do for them. Of course, 
school-taught men and boys looked down on home-bred boys, and rather prided 
themselves on their own ignorance, but the man of sixty can generally see what 
he needed in life, and in Henry Adams’s opinion it was not school.%

Most school experience was bad. Boy associations at fifteen were worse than 
none. Boston at that time offered few healthy resources for boys or men. The bar-
room and billiard-room were more familiar than parents knew. As a rule boys 
could skate and swim and were sent to dancing-school; they played a 
rudimentary game of baseball, football, and hockey; a few could sail a boat; still 
fewer had been out with a gun to shoot yellow-legs or a stray wild duck; one or 
two may have learned something of natural history if they came from the 
neighborhood of Concord; none could ride across country, or knew what 
shooting with dogs meant. Sport as a pursuit was unknown. Boat-racing came 
after 1850. For horse-racing, only the trotting-course existed. Of all pleasures, 
winter sleighing was still the gayest and most popular. From none of these 
amusements could the boy learn anything likely to be of use to him in the world. 
Books remained as in the eighteenth century, the source of life, and as they came 
out—Thackeray, Dickens, Bulwer, Tennyson, Macaulay, Carlyle, and the rest—
they were devoured; but as far as happiness went, the happiest hours of the 
boy’s education were passed in summer lying on a musty heap of Congressional 
Documents in the old farmhouse at Quincy, reading “Quentin Durward,” 
“Ivanhoe,” and “ The Talisman,” and raiding the garden at intervals for peaches 
and pears. On the whole he learned most then. 
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baseball: (n) hockey, ball game, 
ballock, baseball game, football. 

devoured: (adj) eaten up. 
farmhouse: (n) toft, farmstead, 

hacienda, house, cottage, manor, 
grange, homestead, building, 
accommodation, bungalow. 

hockey: (n) field hockey, Hawkey, 
bandy ball, battledore and 
shuttlecock, shindy, contact sport, 
field game, hookey, hockey stick, 
fives, football. 

musty: (adj) fusty, rancid, stale, 
mouldy, rank, bad, obsolete, 
antiquated, stuffy, threadbare, trite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, modern. 

neighborhood: (n) vicinity, district, 
area, community, locality, place, 
quarter, environs, section; (adj) 
neighboring, local. 

pleasures: (n) pleasure. 
raiding: (adj) predatory, offensive, 

prowling, predaceous, predacious. 
rudimentary: (adj) primary, basic,  

inchoate, fundamental, elementary, 
elemental, rudimental, embryonic, 
original, imperfect, incomplete. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) advanced, 
complex, developed. 

skate: (n, v) glide, skim, coast, slide; 
(v) slip, jade, rackabones, plug, 
slither; (n) skating, roller skates. 

stray: (v) wander, ramble, range, 
digress, straggle, meander, depart, 
deviate, rove, drift, err. ANTONYM: 
(v) settle. 

 





Henry Adams 43

 
C H A P T E R  % I I I  

 
W A S H I N G TO N  ( 1 8 5 0 - 1 8 5 4 )  

 
 

EXCEPT for politics, Mount Vernon Street had the merit of leaving the boy-
mind supple, free to turn with the world, and if one learned next to nothing, the 
little one did learn needed not to be unlearned. The surface was ready to take 
any form that education should cut into it, though Boston, with singular 
foresight, rejected the old designs. What sort of education was stamped 
elsewhere, a Bostonian had no idea, but he escaped the evils of other standards 
by having no standard at all; and what was true of school was true of society. 
Boston offered none that could help outside. Every one now smiles at the bad 
taste of Queen Victoria and Louis Philippe—the society of the forties—but the 
taste was only a reflection of the social slack-water between a tide passed, and a 
tide to come. Boston belonged to neither, and hardly even to America. Neither 
aristocratic nor industrial nor social, Boston girls and boys were not nearly as 
unformed as English boys and girls, but had less means of acquiring form as 
they grew older. Women counted for little as models. Every boy, from the age of 
seven, fell in love at frequent intervals with some girl—always more or less the 
same little girl—who had nothing to teach him, or he to teach her, except rather 
familiar and provincial manners, until they married and bore children to repeat 
the habit. The idea of attaching one’s self to a married woman, or of polishing 
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aristocratic: (adj) gentle, autocratic, 
refined, stylish, Belgravian, 
aristocratical, condescending, well-
bred, royal; (n) princely, titled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) popular, 
unrefined, bourgeois, common, 
lowly. 

attaching: (n) fastening; (adj) adhesive.
boston: (n) capital of Massachusetts, 

hub of the universe. 
evils: (n) mala. 
foresight: (n) prevision, forecast,  

caution, prospicience, calculation, 
prescience, prediction, precaution, 
vision, foresightedness; (n, v) 
expectation. ANTONYM: (n) 
hindsight. 

stamped: (adj) beaten, marked, 
pressed, printed; (v) fixed, engraved. 

supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, limber, 
pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, plastic, 
graceful, lithesome, lissom, lissome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, inflexible, 
stocky, clumsy, hard, rough, slow,  

tight, unyielding. 
unformed: (adj) shapeless, amorphous, 

unfashioned, formless, crude, 
unlabored, unpolished, unwrought, 
unfledged, inchoate, embryonic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, mature. 

unlearned: (adj) ignorant, 
unenlightened, illiterate, uninformed, 
unlettered, unread, uninstructed, 
unconditioned, nescient, innate, 
unknowing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conditioned, cultured, educated. 
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one’s manners to suit the standards of women of thirty, could hardly have 
entered the mind of a young Bostonian, and would have scandalized his parents. 
From women the boy got the domestic virtues and nothing else. He might not 
even catch the idea that women had more to give. The garden of Eden was 
hardly more primitive.%

To balance this virtue, the Puritan city had always hidden a darker side. 
Blackguard Boston was only too educational, and to most boys much the more 
interesting. A successful blackguard must enjoy great physical advantages 
besides a true vocation, and Henry Adams had neither; but no boy escaped some 
contact with vice of a very low form. Blackguardism came constantly under 
boys’ eyes, and had the charm of force and freedom and superiority to culture or 
decency. One might fear it, but no one honestly despised it. Now and then it 
asserted itself as education more roughly than school ever did. One of the 
commonest boy-games of winter, inherited directly from the eighteenth-century, 
was a game of war on Boston Common. In old days the two hostile forces were 
called North-Enders and South-Enders. In 1850 the North-Enders still survived 
as a legend, but in practice it was a battle of the Latin School against all comers, 
and the Latin School, for snowball, included all the boys of the West End. 
Whenever, on a half-holiday, the weather was soft enough to soften the snow, 
the Common was apt to be the scene of a fight, which began in daylight with the 
Latin School in force, rushing their opponents down to Tremont Street, and 
which generally ended at dark by the Latin School dwindling in numbers and 
disappearing. As the Latin School grew weak, the roughs and young 
blackguards grew strong. As long as snowballs were the only weapon, no one 
was much hurt, but a stone may be put in a snowball, and in the dark a stick or a 
slungshot in the hands of a boy is as effective as a knife. One afternoon the fight 
had been long and exhausting. The boy Henry, following, as his habit was, his 
bigger brother Charles, had taken part in the battle, and had felt his courage 
much depressed by seeing one of his trustiest leaders, Henry Higginson—“Bully 
Hig,” his school name—struck by a stone over the eye, and led off the field 
bleeding in rather a ghastly manner. As night came on, the Latin School was 
steadily forced back to the Beacon Street Mall where they could retreat no further 
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began: (v) Gan. 
blackguard: (n) ruffian, rogue, dog, 

rascal, heel, hound, cad; (adj) base, 
vile; (v) vituperate, revile. 

blackguardism: (adj) misbehavior, 
brutality, rowdyism. 

decency: (n) dignity, modesty, 
decorum, kindness, morality, 
courtesy, correctness, goodness, 
virtue, respectability, propriety. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indecency, 
offensiveness, corruption,  

immorality, wickedness, 
unsuitability, unkindness, rudeness, 
impropriety, badness, nastiness. 

dwindling: (adj) decreasing, declining, 
abating, diminishing, waning; (n) 
lessening, narrowing, dwindlement, 
shrinking; (v) dwindle; (adv) 
diminishingly. ANTONYMS: (n) 
growth; (adj) burgeoning, high. 

exhausting: (adj) difficult, grueling, 
tiring, tiresome, exhaustingly, 
strenuous, draining, wearing,  

wearisome, wearying, hard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undemanding, 
refreshing, easy, light. 

snowball: (v) increase, become more 
intense, add, gain, get, increase in 
intensity, intensify, magnify; (n) 
snowdrift, sweet sand verbena, 
frozen dessert. 

vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work. 
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without disbanding, and by that time only a small band was left, headed by two 
heroes, Savage and Marvin. A dark mass of figures could be seen below, making 
ready for the last rush, and rumor said that a swarm of blackguards from the 
slums, led by a grisly terror called Conky Daniels, with a club and a hideous 
reputation, was going to put an end to the Beacon Street cowards forever. Henry 
wanted to run away with the others, but his brother was too big to run away, so 
they stood still and waited immolation. The dark mass set up a shout, and 
rushed forward. The Beacon Street boys turned and fled up the steps, except 
Savage and Marvin and the few champions who would not run. The terrible 
Conky Daniels swaggered up, stopped a moment with his body-guard to swear a 
few oaths at Marvin, and then swept on and chased the flyers, leaving the few 
boys untouched who stood their ground. The obvious moral taught that 
blackguards were not so black as they were painted; but the boy Henry had 
passed through as much terror as though he were Turenne or Henri IV, and ten 
or twelve years afterwards when these same boys were fighting and falling on all 
the battle-fields of Virginia and Maryland, he wondered whether their education 
on Boston Common had taught Savage and Marvin how to die.%

If violence were a part of complete education, Boston was not incomplete. 
The idea of violence was familiar to the anti-slavery leaders as well as to their 
followers. Most of them suffered from it. Mobs were always possible. Henry 
never happened to be actually concerned in a mob, but he, like every other boy, 
was sure to be on hand wherever a mob was expected, and whenever he heard 
Garrison or Wendell Phillips speak, he looked for trouble. Wendell Phillips on a 
platform was a model dangerous for youth. Theodore Parker in his pulpit was 
not much safer. Worst of all, the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law in Boston—
the sight of Court Square packed with bayonets, and his own friends obliged to 
line the streets under arms as State militia, in order to return a negro to slavery—
wrought frenzy in the brain of a fifteen-year-old, eighteenth-century boy from 
Quincy, who wanted to miss no reasonable chance of mischief. 

One lived in the atmosphere of the Stamp Act, the Tea Tax, and the Boston 
Massacre. Within Boston, a boy was first an eighteenth-century politician, and 
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frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, 
mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, 
derangement; (n, v) craze. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, 
order. 

grisly: (adj) grim, gruesome, 
forbidding, frightful, macabre, 
fearful, formidable, eerie, terrific, 
redoubtable, horrendous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful,  

fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. 

immolation: (n) holocaust, human 
sacrifices, suttee; (v) oblation, 
offering, sacrifice, favor, free gift, 
boon, benefaction, grant. 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, disadvantage, 
devilry, caper, devilment, 
maleficence. ANTONYMS: (n)  

obedience, beneficence, help. 
negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 

nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark. 

rumor: (n) hearsay, talk, news; (n, v) 
gossip, fame, buzz, bruit, noise, 
rumour; (v) repute, reputation. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth. 

slums: (n) skid row, inner city. 
suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. 
swept: (adj) clean. 
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afterwards %only a possibility; beyond Boston the first step led only further into 
politics. After February, 1848, but one slight tie remained of all those that, since 
1776, had connected Quincy with the outer world. The Madam stayed in 
Washington, after her husband’s death, and in her turn was struck by paralysis 
and bedridden. From time to time her son Charles, whose affection and 
sympathy for his mother in her many tribulations were always pronounced, 
went on to see her, and in May, 1850, he took with him his twelve-year-old son. 
The journey was meant as education, and as education it served the purpose of 
fixing in memory the stage of a boy’s thought in 1850. He could not remember 
taking special interest in the railroad journey or in New York; with railways and 
cities he was familiar enough. His first impression was the novelty of crossing 
New York Bay and finding an English railway carriage on the Camden and 
Amboy Railroad. This was a new world; a suggestion of corruption in the simple 
habits of American life; a step to exclusiveness never approached in Boston; but 
it was amusing. The boy rather liked it. At Trenton the train set him on board a 
steamer which took him to Philadelphia where he smelt other varieties of town 
life; then again by boat to Chester, and by train to Havre de Grace; by boat to 
Baltimore and thence by rail to Washington. This was the journey he 
remembered. The actual journey may have been quite different, but the actual 
journey has no interest for education. The memory was all that mattered; and 
what struck him most, to remain fresh in his mind all his lifetime, was the 
sudden change that came over the world on entering a slave State. He took 
education politically. The mere raggedness of outline could not have seemed 
wholly new, for even Boston had its ragged edges, and the town of Quincy was 
far from being a vision of neatness or good-repair; in truth, he had never seen a 
finished landscape; but Maryland was raggedness of a new kind. The railway, 
about the size and character of a modern tram, rambled through unfenced fields 
and woods, or through village streets, among a haphazard variety of pigs, cows, 
and negro babies, who might all have used the cabins for pens and styes, had the 
Southern pig required styes, but who never showed a sign of care. This was the 
boy’s impression of what slavery caused, and, for him, was all it taught. Coming 
down in the early morning from his bedroom in his grandmother’s house—still 
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bedridden: (adj) sick, bedfast, ill, 
invalid, unwell, ailing, crippled; (adj, 
v) confined; (v) laid up, in hospital, 
invalided. 

exclusiveness: (n) clannishness, 
cliquishness, snobbishness, 
exclusivity, stylishness, 
sophistication, refinement, insularity, 
elegance, exclusivism. 

neatness: (n) trimness, dexterity, 
orderliness, tidiness, spruceness, 
cleanliness, precision, compactness,  

purity, cleanness, elegance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) untidiness, 
largeness, clumsiness, disorder, 
inelegance, clutter, chaos, messiness. 

raggedness: (n) seediness, untidiness, 
unevenness, manginess, scruffiness. 
ANTONYM: (n) elegance. 

railroad: (n) railway, railway system, 
tram road, tramway, rails, doctrine; 
(v) dragoon, push, coerce, bully, 
dispatch. 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to  

smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin. 

steamer: (n) steamship, boat, liner, 
ship, Mya Arenaria, steam engine, 
sports car, roadster, clam, paddle 
steamer, cruise ship. 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of. 

tribulations: (n) troubles, ills, harms, 
evils. 
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called the Adams Building in—F Street and venturing outside into the air 
reeking with the thick odor of the catalpa trees, he found himself on an earth-
road, or village street, with wheel-tracks meandering from the colonnade of the 
Treasury hard by, to the white marble columns and fronts of the Post Office and 
Patent Office which faced each other in the distance, like white Greek temples in 
the abandoned gravel-pits of a deserted Syrian city. Here and there low wooden 
houses were scattered along the streets, as in other Southern villages, but he was 
chiefly attracted by an unfinished square marble shaft, half-a-mile below, and he 
walked down to inspect it before breakfast. His aunt drily remarked that, at this 
rate, he would soon get through all the sights; but she could not guess—having 
lived always in Washington—how little the sights of Washington had to do with 
its interest.%

The boy could not have told her; he was nowhere near an understanding of 
himself. The more he was educated, the less he understood. Slavery struck him 
in the face; it was a nightmare; a horror; a crime; the sum of all wickedness! 
Contact made it only more repulsive. He wanted to escape, like the negroes, to 
free soil. Slave States were dirty, unkempt, poverty-stricken, ignorant, vicious! 
He had not a thought but repulsion for it; and yet the picture had another side. 
The May sunshine and shadow had something to do with it; the thickness of 
foliage and the heavy smells had more; the sense of atmosphere, almost new, had 
perhaps as much again; and the brooding indolence of a warm climate and a 
negro population hung in the atmosphere heavier than the catalpas. The 
impression was not simple, but the boy liked it: distinctly it remained on his 
mind as an attraction, almost obscuring Quincy itself. The want of barriers, of 
pavements, of forms; the looseness, the laziness; the indolent Southern drawl; 
the pigs in the streets; the negro babies and their mothers with bandanas; the 
freedom, openness, swagger, of nature and man, soothed his Johnson blood. 
Most boys would have felt it in the same way, but with him the feeling caught on 
to an inheritance. The softness of his gentle old grandmother as she lay in bed 
and chatted with him, did not come from Boston. His aunt was anything rather 
than Bostonian. He did not wholly come from Boston himself. Though 
Washington belonged to a different world, and the two worlds could not live 
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catalpa: (n) bonavist, bean tree. 
indolent: (adj) idle, lazy, slothful, 

sluggish, careless, slow, dull, torpid, 
inert, drowsy, listless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) active, industrious, vigorous, 
diligent. 

laziness: (n) indolence, acedia, 
inactivity, inertia, sloth, slowness, 
lethargy, inactiveness, faineance, 
lassitude, dreaminess. ANTONYMS: 
(n) diligence, willingness, vigor, 
liveliness, interest. 

looseness: (n) movableness, 
movability, laxity, licentiousness, 
license, softness, slackness, slack, 
amplitude, debauchery, abandon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) density, tension, 
conformity, tone, firmness, strictness.

meandering: (adj) circuitous, indirect, 
zigzag, tortuous, winding, 
serpentine, sinuous, roundabout, 
snaky, windy; (v) twirl. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight; (n) 
directness. 

reeking: (adj) dripping, overly diluted, 
odorous, noisome, high, fetid, stale; 
(v) sloppy, soft, soaking, sodden. 

repulsion: (n) repugnance, repellency, 
hatred, antipathy, aversion, horror, 
disgust, repulse, distaste, hate, rebuff. 
ANTONYMS: (n) charm, love, 
magnetism, appeal, liking, delight. 

swagger: (n, v) strut, prance; (adj, n, v) 
bluster; (v) boast, show off, parade, 
ruffle, flourish; (adj, v) bully; (adj) 
groovy; (n) bragging. 
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together, he was not sure that he enjoyed the Boston world most. Even at twelve 
years old he could see his own nature no more clearly than he would at twelve 
hundred, if by accident he should happen to live so long.%

His father took him to the Capitol and on the floor of the Senate, which then, 
and long afterwards, until the era of tourists, was freely open to visitors. The old 
Senate Chamber resembled a pleasant political club. Standing behind the Vice-
President’s chair, which is now the Chief Justice’s, the boy was presented to 
some of the men whose names were great in their day, and as familiar to him as 
his own. Clay and Webster and Calhoun were there still, but with them a Free 
Soil candidate for the Vice-Presidency had little to do; what struck boys most 
was their type. Senators were a species; they all wore an air, as they wore a blue 
dress coat or brass buttons; they were Roman. The type of Senator in 1850 was 
rather charming at its best, and the Senate, when in good temper, was an 
agreeable body, numbering only some sixty members, and affecting the airs of 
courtesy. Its vice was not so much a vice of manners or temper as of attitude. The 
statesman of all periods was apt to be pompous, but even pomposity was less 
offensive than familiarity—on the platform as in the pulpit—and Southern 
pomposity, when not arrogant, was genial and sympathetic, almost quaint and 
childlike in its simple-mindedness; quite a different thing from the Websterian 
or Conklinian pomposity of the North. The boy felt at ease there, more at home 
than he had ever felt in Boston State House, though his acquaintance with the 
codfish in the House of Representatives went back beyond distinct recollection. 
Senators spoke kindly to him, and seemed to feel so, for they had known his 
family socially; and, in spite of slavery, even J. Q. Adams in his later years, after 
he ceased to stand in the way of rivals, had few personal enemies. Decidedly the 
Senate, pro-slavery though it were, seemed a friendly world. 

This first step in national politics was a little like the walk before breakfast; an 
easy, careless, genial, enlarging stride into a fresh and amusing world, where 
nothing was finished, but where even the weeds grew rank. The second step was 
like the first, except that it led to the White House. He was taken to see President 
Taylor. Outside, in a paddock in front, “Old Whitey,” the President’s charger, 
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airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty. 

buttons: (n) bellboy, peyote. 
ceased: (adj) finished. 
charger: (n) horse, battery charger, 

steed, mount, courser, war horse, 
loader, hack, roadster, warhorse,  

destrier. 
childlike: (adj) ingenuous, simple, 

babyish, young, innocent, pure, 
unsophisticated, juvenile, immature, 
childly, childish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
old, untrusting, experienced, 
cunning, complicated, jaded, 
worldly. 

codfish: (n) burbot, gadoid, Atlantic 
cod, codling, cusk, eelpout, ling, 
scrod. 

enlarging: (adj) growing, augmenting, 

increscent, expanding; (n) 
amplification, addition. 

numbering: (n) counting, 
enumeration, list, numeration, 
reckoning, listing, determination of 
the thread count, number coding. 

pomposity: (n) haughtiness, 
arrogance, glitter, conceit, pretension, 
pompousness, strut, vanity, 
pretentiousness, dash, 
ostentatiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
modesty, informality. 
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was grazing, as they entered; and inside, the President was receiving callers as 
simply as if he were in the paddock too. The President was friendly, and the boy 
felt no sense of strangeness that he could ever recall. In fact, what strangeness 
should he feel? The families were intimate; so intimate that their friendliness 
outlived generations, civil war, and all sorts of rupture. President Taylor owed 
his election to Martin Van Buren and the Free Soil Party. To him, the Adamses 
might still be of use. As for the White House, all the boy’s family had lived there, 
and, barring the eight years of Andrew Jackson’s reign, had been more or less at 
home there ever since it was built. The boy half thought he owned it, and took 
for granted that he should some day live in it. He felt no sensation whatever 
before Presidents. A President was a matter of course in every respectable family; 
he had two in his own; three, if he counted old Nathaniel Gorham, who, was the 
oldest and first in distinction. Revolutionary patriots, or perhaps a Colonial 
Governor, might be worth talking about, but any one could be President, and 
some very shady characters were likely to be. Presidents, Senators, Congressmen, 
and such things were swarming in every street.%

Every one thought alike whether they had ancestors or not. No sort of glory 
hedged Presidents as such, and, in the whole country, one could hardly have met 
with an admission of respect for any office or name, unless it were George 
Washington. That was—to all appearance sincerely—respected. People made 
pilgrimages to Mount Vernon and made even an effort to build Washington a 
monument. The effort had failed, but one still went to Mount Vernon, although it 
was no easy trip. Mr. Adams took the boy there in a carriage and pair, over a 
road that gave him a complete Virginia education for use ten years afterwards. 
To the New England mind, roads, schools, clothes, and a clean face were 
connected as part of the law of order or divine system. Bad roads meant bad 
morals. The moral of this Virginia road was clear, and the boy fully learned it. 
Slavery was wicked, and slavery was the cause of this road’s badness which 
amounted to social crime—and yet, at the end of the road and product of the 
crime stood Mount Vernon and George Washington. 
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badness: (n) evil, wickedness, evilness, 
ill, naughtiness, disobedience, 
intensity, intensiveness, quality, 
roguishness, viciousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, decency, 
good. 

friendliness: (n) friendship, geniality, 
amiability, affability, amicability, 
affection, hospitality, cordiality, 
brotherhood, amicableness, 
accessibility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cruelty, aloofness, nastiness, hostility, 

aggression, resistance, resentment, 
frostiness, formality, contention, 
belligerence. 

hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 
restricted; (adj) bounded. 

paddock: (n) field, enclosure, pasture, 
meadow, corral, compound, pound, 
stall, ground, hutch, parrock. 

rupture: (n, v) fracture, crack, tear, 
split, burst; (n) rift, rent, hernia, 
interruption, breach, breakage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) repair, unity; (n, v) 

mend. 
strangeness: (n) oddity, oddness, 

quaintness, peculiarity, curiousness, 
abnormality, weirdness, foreignness, 
queerness, singularity, quirk. 
ANTONYMS: (n) familiarity, 
nativeness. 

swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 
packed, populous, sensitive, thick; (v) 
dense, crowded to suffocation, 
serried, closely packed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted. 
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Luckily boys accept contradictions as readily as their elders do, or this boy 
might have become prematurely wise. He had only to repeat what he was told—
that George Washington stood alone. Otherwise this third step in his 
Washington education would have been his last. On that line, the problem of 
progress was not soluble, whatever the optimists and orators might say—or, for 
that matter, whatever they might think. George Washington could not be 
reached on Boston lines. George Washington was a primary, or, if Virginians 
liked it better, an ultimate relation, like the Pole Star, and amid the endless 
restless motion of every other visible point in space, he alone remained steady, in 
the mind of Henry Adams, to the end. All the other points shifted their bearings; 
John Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Franklin, even John Marshall, took varied 
lights, and assumed new relations, but Mount Vernon always remained where it 
was, with no practicable road to reach it; and yet, when he got there, Mount 
Vernon was only Quincy in a Southern setting. No doubt it was much more 
charming, but it was the same eighteenth-century, the same old furniture, the 
same old patriot, and the same old President.%

The boy took to it instinctively. The broad Potomac and the coons in the 
trees, the bandanas and the box-hedges, the bedrooms upstairs and the porch 
outside, even Martha Washington herself in memory, were as natural as the tides 
and the May sunshine; he had only enlarged his horizon a little; but he never 
thought to ask himself or his father how to deal with the moral problem that 
deduced George Washington from the sum of all wickedness. In practice, such 
trifles as contradictions in principle are easily set aside; the faculty of ignoring 
them makes the practical man; but any attempt to deal with them seriously as 
education is fatal. Luckily Charles Francis Adams never preached and was 
singularly free from cant. He may have had views of his own, but he let his son 
Henry satisfy himself with the simple elementary fact that George Washington 
stood alone. 

Life was not yet complicated. Every problem had a solution, even the negro. 
The boy went back to Boston more political than ever, and his politics were no 
longer so modern as the eighteenth century, but took a strong tone of the 
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bearings: (n) bearing, direction, crest, 
position. 

enlarged: (adj) inflated, magnified, 
extended, expanded, puffy, 
increased, augmented, amplified, 
distended, wide, swollen. 
ANTONYM: (adj) atrophied. 

porch: (n) lobby, hall, vestibule, 
veranda, door, entrance, deck, 
gallery, portico, balcony, inlet. 

practicable: (adj) possible, operable, 
practical, executable, workable,  

viable, doable, achievable, attainable, 
likely, handy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impossible, impracticable, unrealistic, 
impractical. 

prematurely: (adv) early, 
inopportunely, hastily, precipitately, 
unripely, previously, rashly, 
immaturely, precociously, forwardly, 
beforehand. 

shifted: (adj) disordered, gone. 
soluble: (adj) dissoluble, resoluble, 

resolvable, solvable, relaxed, not  

adhering, merry, solute, loose, liberal, 
free. ANTONYM: (adj) insoluble. 

trees: (n) foliage. 
trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 

trivia. 
wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 

sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good. 
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seventeenth. Slavery drove the whole Puritan community back on its Puritanism. 
The boy thought as dogmatically as though he were one of his own ancestors. 
The Slave power took the place of Stuart kings and Roman popes. Education 
could go no further in that course, and ran off into emotion; but, as the boy 
gradually found his surroundings change, and felt himself no longer an isolated 
atom in a hostile universe, but a sort of herring-fry in a shoal of moving fish, he 
began to learn the first and easier lessons of practical politics. Thus far he had 
seen nothing but eighteenth-century statesmanship. America and he began, at 
the same time, to become aware of a new force under the innocent surface of 
party machinery. Even at that early moment, a rather slow boy felt dimly 
conscious that he might meet some personal difficulties in trying to reconcile 
sixteenth-century principles and eighteenth-century statesmanship with late 
nineteenth-century party organization. The first vague sense of feeling an 
unknown living obstacle in the dark came in 185l.%

The Free Soil conclave in Mount Vernon Street belonged, as already said, to 
the statesman class, and, like Daniel Webster, had nothing to do with machinery. 
Websters or Sewards depended on others for machine work and money—on 
Peter Harveys and Thurlow Weeds, who spent their lives in it, took most of the 
abuse, and asked no reward. Almost without knowing it, the subordinates 
ousted their employers and created a machine which no one but themselves 
could run. In 1850 things had not quite reached that point. The men who ran the 
small Free Soil machine were still modest, though they became famous enough 
in their own right. Henry Wilson, John B. Alley, Anson Burlingame, and the 
other managers, negotiated a bargain with the Massachusetts Democrats giving 
the State to the Democrats and a seat in the Senate to the Free Soilers. With this 
bargain Mr. Adams and his statesman friends would have nothing to do, for 
such a coalition was in their eyes much like jockeys selling a race. They did not 
care to take office as pay for votes sold to pro-slavery Democrats. Theirs was a 
correct, not to say noble, position; but, as a matter of fact, they took the benefit of 
the sale, for the coalition chose Charles Sumner as its candidate for the Senate, 
while George S. Boutwell was made Governor for the Democrats. This was the 
boy’s first lesson in practical politics, and a sharp one; not that he troubled 
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conclave: (n) congress, caucus, 
convocation, meeting, vestry, 
consistory, conventicle, convention, 
synod, gathering, conference. 

dogmatically: (adv) positively, 
magisterially, absolutely, doctrinally, 
overbearingly, obstinately, 
arrogantly, categorically, 
opinionatedly, stubbornly, narrowly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) amenably. 

employers: (n) management. 
reconcile: (adj, v) conciliate, accord,  

harmonize; (v) accommodate, pacify, 
placate, mediate, adjust, harmonise, 
make up, propitiate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) alienate, estrange, provoke, 
quarrel, segregate, worsen. 

shoal: (n) school, shelf, swarm, 
multitude, sandbar, bar, horde, 
drove, covey, sandbank; (adj) 
superficial. 

slavery: (adj, n) bondage, involuntary 
servitude; (n) servitude, drudgery, 
thraldom, thrall, yoke, travail,  

vassalage, thralldom, toil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liberty, freedom. 

statesman: (n) politician, diplomat, 
politico, Cicero, bacon, solon, 
national leader, strategist, minister, 
schemer, Julian. 

statesmanship: (n) diplomacy, 
generalship, wisdom, wiseness, 
politics, state management, 
seamanship, political science, 
International Relations, finesse, 
discreetness. 
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himself with moral doubts, but that he learned the nature of a flagrantly corrupt 
political bargain in which he was too good to take part, but not too good to take 
profit. Charles Sumner happened to be the partner to receive these stolen goods, 
but between his friend and his father the boy felt no distinction, and, for him, 
there was none. He entered into no casuistry on the matter. His friend was right 
because his friend, and the boy shared the glory. The question of education did 
not rise while the conflict lasted. Yet every one saw as clearly then as afterwards 
that a lesson of some sort must be learned and understood, once for all. The boy 
might ignore, as a mere historical puzzle, the question how to deduce George 
Washington from the sum of all wickedness, but he had himself helped to 
deduce Charles Sumner from the sum of political corruption. On that line, too, 
education could go no further. Tammany Hall stood at the end of the vista.%

Mr. Alley, one of the strictest of moralists, held that his object in making the 
bargain was to convert the Democratic Party to anti-slavery principles, and that 
he did it. Henry Adams could rise to no such moral elevation. He was only a boy, 
and his object in supporting the coalition was that of making his friend a Senator. 
It was as personal as though he had helped to make his friend a millionaire. He 
could never find a way of escaping immoral conclusions, except by admitting 
that he and his father and Sumner were wrong, and this he was never willing to 
do, for the consequences of this admission were worse than those of the other. 
Thus, before he was fifteen years old, he had managed to get himself into a state 
of moral confusion from which he never escaped. As a politician, he was already 
corrupt, and he never could see how any practical politician could be less corrupt 
than himself. 

Apology, as he understood himself, was cant or cowardice. At the time he 
never even dreamed that he needed to apologize, though the press shouted it at 
him from every corner, and though the Mount Vernon Street conclave agreed 
with the press; yet he could not plead ignorance, and even in the heat of the 
conflict, he never cared to defend the coalition. Boy as he was, he knew enough 
to know that something was wrong, but his only interest was the election. Day 
after day, the General Court balloted; and the boy haunted the gallery, following 
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apologize: (n) palliate, extenuate, 
apology, gloze; (n, v) excuse; (v) 
apologise, beg pardon, give 
satisfaction, justify, plead; (adj) sorry. 
ANTONYM: (v) defy. 

casuistry: (n) evasion, quibble, 
perversion, sophistry, line, jesuitry, 
ethics, polity, fallacy, legerdemain, 
probabilism. 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, 
poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity,  

fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, 
daring, determination. 

deduce: (v) infer, assume, derive, 
guess, deduct, conclude, construe, 
understand, reason, take, surmise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) misinterpret, 
misunderstand, speculate, confuse. 

escaping: (n) evasion, getaway, break, 
breakout, running away, running off, 
run-around; (adj) fugitive. 

immoral: (adj) evil, bad, depraved,  

indecent, dissolute, corrupt, criminal, 
unprincipled, dirty, unfair, lewd. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, decent, 
honest, ethical, principled, good, 
restrained, amoral, right, righteous, 
pure. 

plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, adjure, 
petition, ask, appeal, defend, invoke, 
sue; (n, v) allege. ANTONYMS: (v) 
answer, demand. 

tammany: (n) Tammany society, 
Tammany Hall. 
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the roll-call, and wondered what Caleb Cushing meant by calling Mr. Sumner a 
“one-eyed abolitionist.” Truly the difference in meaning with the phrase “one-
ideaed abolitionist,” which was Mr. Cushing’s actual expression, is not very 
great, but neither the one nor the other seemed to describe Mr. Sumner to the 
boy, who never could have made the error of classing Garrison and Sumner 
together, or mistaking Caleb Cushing’s relation to either. Temper ran high at 
that moment, while Sumner every day missed his election by only one or two 
votes. At last, April 24, 1851, standing among the silent crowd in the gallery, 
Henry heard the vote announced which gave Sumner the needed number. 
Slipping under the arms of the bystanders, he ran home as hard as he could, and 
burst into the dining-room where Mr. Sumner was seated at table with the 
family. He enjoyed the glory of telling Sumner that he was elected; it was 
probably the proudest moment in the life of either.%

The next day, when the boy went to school, he noticed numbers of boys and 
men in the streets wearing black crepe on their arm. He knew few Free Soil boys 
in Boston; his acquaintances were what he called pro-slavery; so he thought 
proper to tie a bit of white silk ribbon round his own arm by way of showing that 
his friend Mr. Sumner was not wholly alone. This little piece of bravado passed 
unnoticed; no one even cuffed his ears; but in later life he was a little puzzled to 
decide which symbol was the more correct. No one then dreamed of four years’ 
war, but every one dreamed of secession. The symbol for either might well be 
matter of doubt. 

This triumph of the Mount Vernon Street conclave capped the political 
climax. The boy, like a million other American boys, was a politician, and what 
was worse, fit as yet to be nothing else. He should have been, like his 
grandfather, a protege of George Washington, a statesman designated by 
destiny, with nothing to do but look directly ahead, follow orders, and march. 
On the contrary, he was not even a Bostonian; he felt himself shut out of Boston 
as though he were an exile; he never thought of himself as a Bostonian; he never 
looked about him in Boston, as boys commonly do wherever they are, to select 
the street they like best, the house they want to live in, the profession they mean 
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acquaintances: (n) associates. 
bravado: (n) boast, bluster, 

braggadocio, bluff, bragging, 
swagger, defiance, ostentation, 
bravery, talk, swaggering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) restraint, humility, 
modesty. 

capped: (adj) crowned. 
contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 

reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different,  

obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) similar, 
harmonious, helpful, obliging, 
compatible, complaisant, concordant, 
parallel, agreeable, cooperative, 
favorable. 

crepe: (n, v) crape; (n) French pancake, 
pancake, battercake, crepe paper, 
marocain; (v) frizzly, wreathy. 

cuffed: (adj) slapped. 
mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 

mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction,  

misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading. 

protege: (n) creature, protegee, 
puppet, ward, hireling, mercenary. 

unnoticed: (v) unheeded, unthought 
of, unregarded; (adj) disregarded, 
unmarked, hidden, neglected, 
ignored, obscure; (adj, v) 
unremarked, unobserved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) evident, seen, 
noticeable, noted, obvious. 
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to practise. Always he felt himself somewhere else; perhaps in Washington with 
its social ease; perhaps in Europe; and he watched with vague unrest from the 
Quincy hills the smoke of the Cunard steamers stretching in a long line to the 
horizon, and disappearing every other Saturday or whatever the day might be, 
as though the steamers were offering to take him away, which was precisely 
what they were doing.%

Had these ideas been unreasonable, influences enough were at hand to 
correct them; but the point of the whole story, when Henry Adams came to look 
back on it, seemed to be that the ideas were more than reasonable; they were the 
logical, necessary, mathematical result of conditions old as history and fixed as 
fate—invariable sequence in man’s experience. The only idea which would have 
been quite unreasonable scarcely entered his mind. This was the thought of 
going westward and growing up with the country. That he was not in the least 
fitted for going West made no objection whatever, since he was much better 
fitted than most of the persons that went. The convincing reason for staying in 
the East was that he had there every advantage over the West. He could not go 
wrong. The West must inevitably pay an enormous tribute to Boston and New 
York. One’s position in the East was the best in the world for every purpose that 
could offer an object for going westward. If ever in history men had been able to 
calculate on a certainty for a lifetime in advance, the citizens of the great Eastern 
seaports could do it in 1850 when their railway systems were already laid out. 
Neither to a politician nor to a business-man nor to any of the learned 
professions did the West promise any certain advantage, while it offered 
uncertainties in plenty. 

At any other moment in human history, this education, including its political 
and literary bias, would have been not only good, but quite the best. Society had 
always welcomed and flattered men so endowed. Henry Adams had every 
reason to be well pleased with it, and not ill-pleased with himself. He had all he 
wanted. He saw no reason for thinking that any one else had more. He finished 
with school, not very brilliantly, but without finding fault with the sum of his 
knowledge. Probably he knew more than his father, or his grandfather, or his 
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brilliantly: (adv) brightly, glitteringly, 
gloriously, superbly, radiantly, 
shiningly, resplendently, splendidly, 
magnificently, dazzlingly, vividly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) incompetently, 
terribly, poorly, dimly, badly, 
abysmally. 

calculate: (v) estimate, compute, add, 
account, appraise, gauge, cipher, 
reckon, enumerate, forecast, guess. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppose, doubt, 
estimate. 

disappearing: (adj) vanishing, fading, 
declining, weakening, diminishing; 
(adv) vanishingly, off; (v) disappear; 
(n) going, going away, leaving. 
ANTONYMS: (n) appearance, arrival; 
(adj) increasing. 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, artistic, 
brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied. 

flattered: (adj) pleased. 
knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist.

uncertainties: (n) doubts, worries, 
misgivings. 

unrest: (n) agitation, disquiet, 
fermentation, disorder, tumult, 
revolution, ferment, turbulence, 
commotion, excitement, chaos. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, rest, peace, 
harmony, calmness, order, accord, 
stability. 

westward: (adv) west, westwards; (adj, 
adv) westerly; (adj) westbound, 
western; (v) to the west. 
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great-grandfather %had known at sixteen years old. Only on looking back, fifty 
years later, at his own figure in 1854, and pondering on the needs of the 
twentieth century, he wondered whether, on the whole the boy of 1854 stood 
nearer to the thought of 1904, or to that of the year 1. He found himself unable to 
give a sure answer. The calculation was clouded by the undetermined values of 
twentieth-century thought, but the story will show his reasons for thinking that, 
in essentials like religion, ethics, philosophy; in history, literature, art; in the 
concepts of all science, except perhaps mathematics, the American boy of 1854 
stood nearer the year 1 than to the year 1900. The education he had received bore 
little relation to the education he needed. Speaking as an American of 1900, he 
had as yet no education at all. He knew not even where or how to begin. 
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calculation: (n) account, analysis, 
estimate, forecast, computation, 
deliberation, arithmetic, assessment, 
projection; (adj, n) discretion; (v) 
estimation. ANTONYM: (n) 
ingenuousness. 

clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) gloomy, 
dark, overcast, obscure, blurred, 
foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; (v) 
cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
clear. 

essentials: (n) basics, rudiments,  

details, facts, information, 
introduction, necessaries, particulars, 
the whole story, brass tacks, specifics.

ethics: (n) morality, ethic, morals, 
moral philosophy, conscience, 
behavior, ethical, philosophy, 
casuistry, ethical motive, character. 

nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; 
(adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, 
nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer. 

pondering: (adj) pensive, musing, 
meditative, contemplative,  

thoughtful, reflective; (n) 
consideration, deliberation, 
cogitation, reflection, lucubration. 

reasons: (n) proof. 
sixteen: (n) large integer. 
undetermined: (adj, v) uncertain, 

indefinite, vague; (adj) indeterminate, 
unsettled, indecisive, unresolved, 
irresolute, accidental, open; (v) 
ambiguous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
determinate, definite, decided, 
specific. 

 





Henry Adams 57

 
CHAPTER  % IV  

 
HARVARD  CO L LEGE  ( 1854 -1858 )  

 
 

ONE day in June, 1854, young Adams walked for the last time down the 
steps of Mr. Dixwell’s school in Boylston Place, and felt no sensation but one of 
unqualified joy that this experience was ended. Never before or afterwards in 
his life did he close a period so long as four years without some sensation of 
loss—some sentiment of habit—but school was what in after life he commonly 
heard his friends denounce as an intolerable bore. He was born too old for it. 
The same thing could be said of most New England boys. Mentally they never 
were boys. Their education as men should have begun at ten years old. They 
were fully five years more mature than the English or European boy for whom 
schools were made. For the purposes of future advancement, as afterwards 
appeared, these first six years of a possible education were wasted in doing 
imperfectly what might have been done perfectly in one, and in any case would 
have had small value. The next regular step was Harvard College. He was more 
than glad to go. For generation after generation, Adamses and Brookses and 
Boylstons and Gorhams had gone to Harvard College, and although none of 
them, as far as known, had ever done any good there, or thought himself the 
better for it, custom, social ties, convenience, and, above all, economy, kept each 
generation in the track. Any other education would have required a serious 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

advancement: (n, v) advance; (n) 
promotion, furtherance, upgrade, 
growth, development, cultivation, 
progression, improvement, progress, 
elevation. ANTONYMS: (n) reverse, 
downgrade, retreat, demotion. 

appeared: (n) appearing. 
begun: (adj) present. 
denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, 

brand, criticize, damn, reproach, 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend,  

compliment, honor, laud, approve, 
support. 

imperfectly: (adv) faultily, defectively, 
badly, deficiently, incompletely, 
partially, poorly, inadequately, 
sketchily, incorrectly, halfway. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) perfectly, 
flawlessly, correctly, well. 

intolerable: (adj) unbearable, 
insupportable, painful, obnoxious, 
detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, 
undesirable, hard, excruciating,  

difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) bearable, 
tolerable, acceptable, reasonable, 
nice, understandable, lovable, 
excusable, inoffensive, manageable. 

unqualified: (adj) incompetent, sheer, 
total, unconditional, absolute, 
incapable, complete, utter, 
unmitigated, unfit, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, trained, 
prepared, competent, fit, conditional, 
indefinite, tentative, capable, 
incomplete, partial. 
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effort, but no one took Harvard College seriously. All went there because their 
friends went there, and the College was their ideal of social self-respect.%

Harvard College, as far as it educated at all, was a mild and liberal school, 
which sent young men into the world with all they needed to make respectable 
citizens, and something of what they wanted to make useful ones. Leaders of 
men it never tried to make. Its ideals were altogether different. The Unitarian 
clergy had given to the College a character of moderation, balance, judgment, 
restraint, what the French called mesure; excellent traits, which the College 
attained with singular success, so that its graduates could commonly be 
recognized by the stamp, but such a type of character rarely lent itself to 
autobiography. In effect, the school created a type but not a will. Four years of 
Harvard College, if successful, resulted in an autobiographical blank, a mind on 
which only a water-mark had been stamped. 

The stamp, as such things went, was a good one. The chief wonder of 
education is that it does not ruin everybody concerned in it, teachers and taught. 
Sometimes in after life, Adams debated whether in fact it had not ruined him and 
most of his companions, but, disappointment apart, Harvard College was 
probably less hurtful than any other university then in existence. It taught little, 
and that little ill, but it left the mind open, free from bias, ignorant of facts, but 
docile. The graduate had few strong prejudices. He knew little, but his mind 
remained supple, ready to receive knowledge. 

What caused the boy most disappointment was the little he got from his 
mates. Speaking exactly, he got less than nothing, a result common enough in 
education. Yet the College Catalogue for the years 1854 to 1861 shows a list of 
names rather distinguished in their time. Alexander Agassiz and Phillips Brooks 
led it; H. H. Richardson and O. W. Holmes helped to close it. As a rule the most 
promising of all die early, and never get their names into a Dictionary of 
Contemporaries, which seems to be the only popular standard of success. Many 
died in the war. Adams knew them all, more or less; he felt as much regard, and 
quite as much respect for them then, as he did after they won great names and 
were objects of a vastly wider respect; but, as help towards education, he got 
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attained: (adj) attains, attaint, reached, 
complete, earned, fulfilled. 

autobiographical: (adj) 
autobiographic, autobiographal. 

autobiography: (n) biography, 
memoirs, memoir, life story, life, 
diary, life history, journal, story, 
history. 

hurtful: (adj) harmful, destructive, 
evil, detrimental, deleterious, bad, 
injurious, cutting, baneful, baleful, 
noisome. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

pleasing, harmless, pleasant, 
comforting, complimentary, merciful, 
helpful, advantageous, flattering, 
benign, generous. 

lent: (n) Quadragesima, Lententide. 
mates: (n) match, couple, mate, pair, 

Lucifer, friction match, family unit, 
family, equal, dyad, duo. 

moderation: (n) abstinence, 
abstemiousness, moderateness, 
abatement, measure, alleviation, 
sobriety, patience, restraint,  

soberness, easing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, overindulgence, 
excess, increase, immoderation, 
strength, extremism, indulgence, 
impatience, harshness, abandon. 

traits: (v) lineaments, area, expanse, 
exposition, extent, length, tract, trace; 
(n) character, nature, personality. 

vastly: (adv) greatly, hugely, 
enormously, infinitely, extremely, 
exceedingly, massively, very, 
tremendously, highly, colossally. 
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nothing whatever from them or they from him until long after they had left 
college. Possibly the fault was his, but one would like to know how many others 
shared it. Accident counts for much in companionship as in marriage. Life offers 
perhaps only a score of possible companions, and it is mere chance whether they 
meet as early as school or college, but it is more than a chance that boys brought 
up together under like conditions have nothing to give each other. The Class of 
1858, to which Henry Adams belonged, was a typical collection of young New 
Englanders, quietly penetrating and aggressively commonplace; free from 
meannesses, jealousies, intrigues, enthusiasms, and passions; not exceptionally 
quick; not consciously skeptical; singularly indifferent to display, artifice, florid 
expression, but not hostile to it when it amused them; distrustful of themselves, 
but little disposed to trust any one else; with not much humor of their own, but 
full of readiness to enjoy the humor of others; negative to a degree that in the 
long run became positive and triumphant. Not harsh in manners or judgment, 
rather liberal and open-minded, they were still as a body the most formidable 
critics one would care to meet, in a long life exposed to criticism. They never 
flattered, seldom praised; free from vanity, they were not intolerant of it; but 
they were objectiveness itself; their attitude was a law of nature; their judgment 
beyond appeal, not an act either of intellect or emotion or of will, but a sort of 
gravitation.%

This was Harvard College incarnate, but even for Harvard College, the Class 
of 1858 was somewhat extreme. Of unity this band of nearly one hundred young 
men had no keen sense, but they had equally little energy of repulsion. They 
were pleasant to live with, and above the average of students—German, French, 
English, or what not—but chiefly because each individual appeared satisfied to 
stand alone. It seemed a sign of force; yet to stand alone is quite natural when 
one has no passions; still easier when one has no pains. 

Into this unusually dissolvent medium, chance insisted on enlarging Henry 
Adams’s education by tossing a trio of Virginians as little fitted for it as Sioux 
Indians to a treadmill. By some further affinity, these three outsiders fell into 
relation with the Bostonians among whom Adams as a schoolboy belonged, and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, 
naivete, inability, artlessness, 
incapacity, straightforwardness. 

dissolvent: (n) solution, resolvent, 
alcahest, acetone, alkahest, 
menstruum, hexane, answer, carbolic 
acid; (adj) acid, acetonic. 

distrustful: (adj) suspicious, doubtful, 

diffident, distrust, jealous, leery, shy, 
apprehensive, skeptical, scrupulous, 
disbelieving. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trusting, trustful, aggressive, assured, 
believing, faithful, unwary, certain, 
optimistic. 

intolerant: (adj) bigoted, dogmatic, 
racist, narrow-minded, tolerant, 
contumelious, conservative, 
overweening; (adj, v) illiberal; (v) 
confined, positive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tolerant, broadminded, liberal,  

patient, accepting, forgiving, 
receptive, soft, fair. 

objectiveness: (n) extrinsicality, 
perspicacity, judgement, judgment, 
non ego. 

skeptical: (adj) disbelieving, skeptic, 
sceptical, distrustful, doubting, 
doubtful, dubious, suspicious, 
unbelieving, freethinking, cynical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credulous, 
believing, sure, convinced. 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving. 
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in the end with Adams himself, although they and he knew well how thin an 
edge of friendship separated them in 1856 from mortal enmity. One of the 
Virginians was the son of Colonel Robert E. Lee, of the Second United States 
Cavalry; the two others who seemed instinctively to form a staff for Lee, were 
town-Virginians from Petersburg. A fourth outsider came from Cincinnati and 
was half Kentuckian, N. L. Anderson, Longworth on the mother’s side. For the 
first time Adams’s education brought him in contact with new types and taught 
him their values. He saw the New England type measure itself with another, and 
he was part of the process.%

Lee, known through life as “Roony,” was a Virginian of the eighteenth 
century, much as Henry Adams was a Bostonian of the same age. Roony Lee had 
changed little from the type of his grandfather, Light Horse Harry. Tall, largely 
built, handsome, genial, with liberal Virginian openness towards all he liked, he 
had also the Virginian habit of command and took leadership as his natural 
habit. No one cared to contest it. None of the New Englanders wanted command. 
For a year, at least, Lee was the most popular and prominent young man in his 
class, but then seemed slowly to drop into the background. The habit of 
command was not enough, and the Virginian had little else. He was simple 
beyond analysis; so simple that even the simple New England student could not 
realize him. No one knew enough to know how ignorant he was; how childlike; 
how helpless before the relative complexity of a school. As an animal, the 
Southerner seemed to have every advantage, but even as an animal he steadily 
lost ground. 

The lesson in education was vital to these young men, who, within ten years, 
killed each other by scores in the act of testing their college conclusions. Strictly, 
the Southerner had no mind; he had temperament He was not a scholar; he had 
no intellectual training; he could not analyze an idea, and he could not even 
conceive of admitting two; but in life one could get along very well without 
ideas, if one had only the social instinct. Dozens of eminent statesmen were men 
of Lee’s type, and maintained themselves well enough in the legislature, but 
college was a sharper test. The Virginian was weak in vice itself, though the 
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admitting: (adj) suscipient; (adv) 
conditionally; (n) acknowledgment, 
receipt, credence; (conj) although. 

analyze: (n, v) scrutinize; (v) review, 
assay, consider, study, check, 
canvass, break down, investigate, 
anatomize, analyse. ANTONYMS: (v) 
assemble, overlook, unite, integrate, 
ignore, construct, compound, 
combine, compose, neglect. 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend,  

realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, 
question, ruin. 

conclusions: (n) data. 
enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 

antagonism, animus, hostility, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, antipathy, 
hatred, war, dislike. ANTONYMS: 
(n) friendship, friendliness, affinity, 
love, kindness, affection, adoration, 
amity, cooperation, goodwill. 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable. 

killed: (n) casualty; (adj) fallen. 
sharper: (n, v) cheat; (n) rogue, 

impostor, swindler, chiseler, 
deceiver, cheater, welsher, sharpie; 
(v) shark, fraud. 
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Bostonian was hardly a master of crime. The habits of neither were good; both 
were apt to drink hard and to live low lives; but the Bostonian suffered less than 
the Virginian. Commonly the Bostonian could take some care of himself even in 
his worst stages, while the Virginian became quarrelsome and dangerous. When 
a Virginian had brooded a few days over an imaginary grief and substantial 
whiskey, none of his Northern friends could be sure that he might not be 
waiting, round the corner, with a knife or pistol, to revenge insult by the dry 
light of delirium tremens; and when things reached this condition, Lee had to 
exhaust his authority over his own staff. Lee was a gentleman of the old school, 
and, as every one knows, gentlemen of the old school drank almost as much as 
gentlemen of the new school; but this was not his trouble. He was sober even in 
the excessive violence of political feeling in those years; he kept his temper and 
his friends under control.%

Adams liked the Virginians. No one was more obnoxious to them, by name 
and prejudice; yet their friendship was unbroken and even warm. At a moment 
when the immediate future posed no problem in education so vital as the relative 
energy and endurance of North and South, this momentary contact with 
Southern character was a sort of education for its own sake; but this was not all. 
No doubt the self-esteem of the Yankee, which tended naturally to self-distrust, 
was flattered by gaining the slow conviction that the Southerner, with his slave-
owning limitations, was as little fit to succeed in the struggle of modern life as 
though he were still a maker of stone axes, living in caves, and hunting the bos 
primigenius, and that every quality in which he was strong, made him weaker; 
but Adams had begun to fear that even in this respect one eighteenth-century 
type might not differ deeply from another. Roony Lee had changed little from 
the Virginian of a century before; but Adams was himself a good deal nearer the 
type of his great-grandfather than to that of a railway superintendent. He was 
little more fit than the Virginians to deal with a future America which showed no 
fancy for the past. Already Northern society betrayed a preference for 
economists over diplomats or soldiers—one might even call it a jealousy—
against which two eighteenth-century types had little chance to live, and which 
they had in common to fear. 
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delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, 
disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) furor, 
rage, distraction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, dejection. 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long. 

obnoxious: (adj) disagreeable,  

offensive, detestable, distasteful, 
hateful, horrid, repellent, disgusting, 
invidious; (adj, n) unpleasant; (adj, v) 
liable. ANTONYMS: (adj) charming, 
nice, pleasing, delightful, inoffensive, 
cordial. 

quarrelsome: (adj) argumentative, 
belligerent, combative, cantankerous, 
aggressive, disputatious, ugly, 
currish, termagant; (adj, n) 
contentious; (adj, v) fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable,  

peaceful, amiable. 
unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 

complete, continual, constant, intact, 
incessant, endless, whole, undivided, 
solid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, temporary, plowed, 
discontinuous, disturbed, sporadic, 
partial. 

whiskey: (n) liquor, rye, blended 
whiskey, blended whisky, bourbon, 
corn, corn whiskey, corn whisky, 
Irish, malt whisky, rye whiskey. 
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Nothing short of this curious sympathy could have brought into close 
relations two young men so hostile as Roony Lee and Henry Adams, but the 
chief difference between them as collegians consisted only in their difference of 
scholarship: Lee was a total failure; Adams a partial one. Both failed, but Lee felt 
his failure more sensibly, so that he gladly seized the chance of escape by 
accepting a commission offered him by General Winfield Scott in the force then 
being organized against the Mormons. He asked Adams to write his letter of 
acceptance, which flattered Adams’s vanity more than any Northern compliment 
could do, because, in days of violent political bitterness, it showed a certain 
amount of good temper. The diplomat felt his profession.%

If the student got little from his mates, he got little more from his masters. 
The four years passed at college were, for his purposes, wasted. Harvard College 
was a good school, but at bottom what the boy disliked most was any school at 
all. He did not want to be one in a hundred—one per cent of an education. He 
regarded himself as the only person for whom his education had value, and he 
wanted the whole of it. He got barely half of an average. Long afterwards, when 
the devious path of life led him back to teach in his turn what no student 
naturally cared or needed to know, he diverted some dreary hours of faculty-
meetings by looking up his record in the class-lists, and found himself graded 
precisely in the middle. In the one branch he most needed—mathematics—
barring the few first scholars, failure was so nearly universal that no attempt at 
grading could have had value, and whether he stood fortieth or ninetieth must 
have been an accident or the personal favor of the professor. Here his education 
failed lamentably. At best he could never have been a mathematician; at worst 
he would never have cared to be one; but he needed to read mathematics, like 
any other universal language, and he never reached the alphabet. 

Beyond two or three Greek plays, the student got nothing from the ancient 
languages. Beyond some incoherent theories of free-trade and protection, he got 
little from Political Economy. He could not afterwards remember to have heard 
the name of Karl Marx mentioned, or the title of “Capital.” He was equally 
ignorant of Auguste Comte. These were the two writers of his time who most 
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alphabet: (n) rudiments, rudiment, 
elements, grammar, ABC, 
fundamentals, basics, first rudiment, 
first principle, outlines, abecedary. 

cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; (n) 
subunit, rupee, red cent, centime. 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, light, 
exciting, clear, cheery, pleasant,  

exotic. 
grading: (n) classification, sorting, 

leveling, marking, sizing, blending, 
progressive interconnection, 
separation, order, screening, 
ordering. 

harvard: (n) John Harvard. 
incoherent: (adj) disjointed, 

disconnected, delirious, rambling, 
confused, disordered, incompatible, 
wandering, muddled, inconsistent, 
contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

clear, articulate, eloquent, intelligible, 
lucid, sound, concise, consistent. 

lamentably: (adj, adv) sadly, woefully; 
(adv) pathetically, patheticly, pitiably, 
wretchedly, pitifully; (adj) grievously, 
piteously, sorely, painfully. 

masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters. 
mathematician: (v) arithmetician, 

algebraist, calculator, abacist; (n) 
geometrician, gauss, scientist, man of 
science, Archimedes, whitehead; (adj) 
Cartesian. 
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influenced its thought. The bit of practical teaching he afterwards reviewed with 
most curiosity was the course in Chemistry, which taught him a number of 
theories that befogged his mind for a lifetime. The only teaching that appealed to 
his imagination was a course of lectures by Louis Agassiz on the Glacial Period 
and Paleontology, which had more influence on his curiosity than the rest of the 
college instruction altogether. The entire work of the four years could have been 
easily put into the work of any four months in after life.%

Harvard College was a negative force, and negative forces have value. Slowly 
it weakened the violent political bias of childhood, not by putting interests in its 
place, but by mental habits which had no bias at all. It would also have 
weakened the literary bias, if Adams had been capable of finding other 
amusement, but the climate kept him steady to desultory and useless reading, till 
he had run through libraries of volumes which he forgot even to their title-pages. 
Rather by instinct than by guidance, he turned to writing, and his professors or 
tutors occasionally gave his English composition a hesitating approval; but in 
that branch, as in all the rest, even when he made a long struggle for recognition, 
he never convinced his teachers that his abilities, at their best, warranted placing 
him on the rank-list, among the first third of his class. Instructors generally reach 
a fairly accurate gauge of their scholars’ powers. Henry Adams himself held the 
opinion that his instructors were very nearly right, and when he became a 
professor in his turn, and made mortifying mistakes in ranking his scholars, he 
still obstinately insisted that on the whole, he was not far wrong. Student or 
professor, he accepted the negative standard because it was the standard of the 
school. 

He never knew what other students thought of it, or what they thought they 
gained from it; nor would their opinion have much affected his. From the first, he 
wanted to be done with it, and stood watching vaguely for a path and a 
direction. The world outside seemed large, but the paths that led into it were not 
many and lay mostly through Boston, where he did not want to go. As it 
happened, by pure chance, the first door of escape that seemed to offer a hope 
led into Germany, and James Russell Lowell opened it. 
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befogged: (adj) befuddled, baffled, at 
sea, addled. 

gauge: (v) estimate, calculate, make, 
assess, reckon; (n, v) gage, measure; 
(n) criterion, caliber, calibre, metre. 

hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, 
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, 
hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly. 

instinct: (n) impulse, urge, aptitude, 
gift, feeling, sixth sense, inherent 
aptitude, knack, inspiration, talent,  

genius. 
mortifying: (adj) embarrassing, 

demeaning, humbling, undignified, 
off, awkward, unpleasant; (v) 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
stinging. ANTONYM: (adj) dignified.

obstinately: (adv) obdurately, 
mulishly, persistently, perversely, 
doggedly, refractorily, unyieldingly, 
willfully, pigheadedly, waywardly, 
firmly. ANTONYM: (adv) helpfully. 

ranking: (n) rank, arrangement, rating, 

position, place, placement, scale; (adj) 
commanding, outstanding, 
overlooking, peremptory. 

warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 
bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, sanctioned, 
allowed; (n) securer. 

weakened: (adj) lessened, faded, hurt, 
vitiated, damaged, cut, diluted, 
thinned, attenuated, attenuate, 
disabled. 
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Lowell, on succeeding Longfellow as Professor of Belles-Lettres, had duly 
gone to Germany, and had brought back whatever he found to bring. The literary 
world then agreed that truth survived in Germany alone, and Carlyle, Matthew 
Arnold, Renan, Emerson, with scores of popular followers, taught the German 
faith. The literary world had revolted against the yoke of coming capitalism—its 
money-lenders, its bank directors, and its railway magnates. Thackeray and 
Dickens followed Balzac in scratching and biting the unfortunate middle class 
with savage ill-temper, much as the middle class had scratched and bitten the 
Church and Court for a hundred years before. The middle class had the power, 
and held its coal and iron well in hand, but the satirists and idealists seized the 
press, and as they were agreed that the Second Empire was a disgrace to France 
and a danger to England, they turned to Germany because at that moment 
Germany was neither economical nor military, and a hundred years behind 
western Europe in the simplicity of its standard. German thought, method, 
honesty, and even taste, became the standards of scholarship. Goethe was raised 
to the rank of Shakespeare—Kant ranked as a law-giver above Plato. All serious 
scholars were obliged to become German, for German thought was 
revolutionizing criticism. Lowell had followed the rest, not very enthusiastically, 
but with sufficient conviction, and invited his scholars to join him. Adams was 
glad to accept the invitation, rather for the sake of cultivating Lowell than 
Germany, but still in perfect good faith. It was the first serious attempt he had 
made to direct his own education, and he was sure of getting some education out 
of it; not perhaps anything that he expected, but at least a path.%

Singularly circuitous and excessively wasteful of energy the path proved to 
be, but the student could never see what other was open to him. He could have 
done no better had he foreseen every stage of his coming life, and he would 
probably have done worse. The preliminary step was pure gain. James Russell 
Lowell had brought back from Germany the only new and valuable part of its 
universities, the habit of allowing students to read with him privately in his 
study. Adams asked the privilege, and used it to read a little, and to talk a great 
deal, for the personal contact pleased and flattered him, as that of older men 
ought to flatter and please the young even when they altogether exaggerate its 
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circuitous: (adj) roundabout, winding, 
devious, tortuous, meandering, 
oblique, complicated, labyrinthine, 
crooked, collateral, circumlocutional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, direct. 

cultivating: (adj) educating, taming, 
humanizing, calming. 

exaggerate: (v) boast, aggravate, 
amplify, dramatize, overdo, 
overdraw, brag, overstate, magnify, 
aggrandize, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) minimize, alleviate, weaken. 

flatter: (v) fawn, adulate, wheedle, 
cajole, soap, kowtow, blandish, 
grovel, butter up; (n, v) court; (n) 
caress. ANTONYMS: (v) insult, 
disparage, criticize, discourage. 

foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; 
(adj) envisioned, foretold, contingent, 
concourse, coming, casual, 
adventitious, accidental, predictable. 

goethe: (n) Johann Wolfgang Von 
Goethe. 

lowell: (n) Percival Lowell, Robert  

Lowell, Robert Traill spence Lowell 
Jr, Amy Lowell. 

revolted: (adj) sickened, sick, shocked, 
horrified, disgusted, appalled. 

scratching: (n) scrape, scraping, 
abrasion, mark, scar, poor 
handwriting, incision, excoriation, 
chicken feed; (adj) hoarse, abrasive. 

yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) pair, 
tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, join, 
bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin. 
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value. Lowell was a new element in the boy’s life. As practical a New Englander 
as any, he leaned towards the Concord faith rather than towards Boston where 
he properly belonged; for Concord, in the dark days of 1856, glowed with pure 
light. Adams approached it in much the same spirit as he would have entered a 
Gothic Cathedral, for he well knew that the priests regarded him as only a worm. 
To the Concord Church all Adamses were minds of dust and emptiness, devoid 
of feeling, poetry or imagination; little higher than the common scourings of 
State Street; politicians of doubtful honesty; natures of narrow scope; and 
already, at eighteen years old, Henry had begun to feel uncertainty about so 
many matters more important than Adamses that his mind rebelled against no 
discipline merely personal, and he was ready to admit his unworthiness if only 
he might penetrate the shrine. The influence of Harvard College was beginning 
to have its effect. He was slipping away from fixed principles; from Mount 
Vernon Street; from Quincy; from the eighteenth century; and his first steps led 
toward Concord.%

He never reached Concord, and to Concord Church he, like the rest of 
mankind who accepted a material universe, remained always an insect, or 
something much lower—a man. It was surely no fault of his that the universe 
seemed to him real; perhaps—as Mr. Emerson justly said—it was so; in spite of 
the long-continued effort of a lifetime, he perpetually fell back into the heresy 
that if anything universal was unreal, it was himself and not the appearances; it 
was the poet and not the banker; it was his own thought, not the thing that 
moved it. He did not lack the wish to be transcendental. Concord seemed to him, 
at one time, more real than Quincy; yet in truth Russell Lowell was as little 
transcendental as Beacon Street. From him the boy got no revolutionary thought 
whatever—objective or subjective as they used to call it—but he got good-
humored encouragement to do what amused him, which consisted in passing 
two years in Europe after finishing the four years of Cambridge 

The result seemed small in proportion to the effort, but it was the only 
positive result he could ever trace to the influence of Harvard College, and he 
had grave doubts whether Harvard College influenced even that. Negative 
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concord: (n) agreement, accordance, 
unity, harmony, union, unison, 
alliance, tune; (n, v) concert, peace; (v) 
agree. ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
conflict, war, disunity, disarray; (v) 
disagree. 

good-humored: (adj) affable, cheerful, 
good-natured, pleasant, sweet, 
funny, amicable, congenial, mild, 
obliging. 

heresy: (n) paganism, heathenism, 
false doctrine, nonconformity,  

revisionism, unbelief, orientation, 
apostasy, fallacy, schism, dissent. 

justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 
correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally. 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly,  

continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically. 

scourings: (adj) refuse, rags, waste, 
sweepings; (adj, n) trash; (n) scours, 
rubble, residue, detritus, debris. 

transcendental: (adj) preternatural, 
supernatural, nonnatural, 
otherworldly, metaphysical, sublime, 
theoretical, ultimate, utopian, 
unworldly, ineffable. 
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results in plenty he could trace, but he tended towards negation on his own 
account, as one side of the New England mind had always done, and even there 
he could never feel sure that Harvard College had more than reflected a 
weakness. In his opinion the education was not serious, but in truth hardly any 
Boston student took it seriously, and none of them seemed sure that President 
Walker himself, or President Felton after him, took it more seriously than the 
students. For them all, the college offered chiefly advantages vulgarly called 
social, rather than mental.%

Unluckily for this particular boy, social advantages were his only capital in 
life. Of money he had not much, of mind not more, but he could be quite certain 
that, barring his own faults, his social position would never be questioned. What 
he needed was a career in which social position had value. Never in his life 
would he have to explain who he was; never would he have need of 
acquaintance to strengthen his social standing; but he needed greatly some one 
to show him how to use the acquaintance he cared to make. He made no 
acquaintance in college which proved to have the smallest use in after life. All his 
Boston friends he knew before, or would have known in any case, and contact of 
Bostonian with Bostonian was the last education these young men needed. 
Cordial and intimate as their college relations were, they all flew off in different 
directions the moment they took their degrees. Harvard College remained a tie, 
indeed, but a tie little stronger than Beacon Street and not so strong as State 
Street. Strangers might perhaps gain something from the college if they were 
hard pressed for social connections. A student like H. H. Richardson, who came 
from far away New Orleans, and had his career before him to chase rather than 
to guide, might make valuable friendships at college. Certainly Adams made no 
acquaintance there that he valued in after life so much as Richardson, but still 
more certainly the college relation had little to do with the later friendship. Life is 
a narrow valley, and the roads run close together. Adams would have attached 
himself to Richardson in any case, as he attached himself to John LaFarge or 
Augustus St. Gaudens or Clarence King or John Hay, none of whom were at 
Harvard College. The valley of life grew more and more narrow with years, and 
certain men with common tastes were bound to come together. Adams knew 
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acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, 
associate, buddy, friendship, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, inexperience, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy. 

came: (v) arrive, come. 
chiefly: (adv) principally, primarily, 

above all, especially, headly, mostly, 
largely, primely, predominantly; (adj, 
adv) mainly, particularly.  

ANTONYM: (adv) partially. 
cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 

amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, distant, 
rude, uncordial, unpleasant. 

negation: (n) contradiction, negate, 
opposition, disavowal, deny, 
cancellation, rebuttal, refusal, 
refutation, rejection, abnegation.  

ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
confirmation, affirmation, 
substantiation, reinforcement, 
agreement. 

richardson: (n) Ralph Richardson, sir 
Ralph David Richardson. 

strangers: (n) stranger. 
vulgarly: (adv) crudely, commonly, 

plebeianly, grossly, smuttily, 
uncouthly, boorishly, cheaply, 
rudely, vilely, tastelessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) decently. 
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only that he would have felt himself on a more equal footing with them had he 
been less ignorant, and had he not thrown away ten years of early life in 
acquiring what he might have acquired in one.%

Socially or intellectually, the college was for him negative and in some ways 
mischievous. The most tolerant man of the world could not see good in the 
lower habits of the students, but the vices were less harmful than the virtues. 
The habit of drinking—though the mere recollection of it made him doubt his 
own veracity, so fantastic it seemed in later life—may have done no great or 
permanent harm; but the habit of looking at life as a social relation—an affair of 
society—did no good. It cultivated a weakness which needed no cultivation. If it 
had helped to make men of the world, or give the manners and instincts of any 
profession—such as temper, patience, courtesy, or a faculty of profiting by the 
social defects of opponents—it would have been education better worth having 
than mathematics or languages; but so far as it helped to make anything, it 
helped only to make the college standard permanent through life. The Bostonian 
educated at Harvard College remained a collegian, if he stuck only to what the 
college gave him. If parents went on generation after generation, sending their 
children to Harvard College for the sake of its social advantages, they 
perpetuated an inferior social type, quite as ill-fitted as the Oxford type for 
success in the next generation. 

Luckily the old social standard of the college, as President Walker or James 
Russell Lowell still showed it, was admirable, and if it had little practical value 
or personal influence on the mass of students, at least it preserved the tradition 
for those who liked it. The Harvard graduate was neither American nor 
European, nor even wholly Yankee; his admirers were few, and his many; 
perhaps his worst weakness was his self-criticism and self-consciousness; but his 
ambitions, social or intellectual, were necessarily cheap even though they might 
be negative. Afraid of such serious risks, and still more afraid of personal 
ridicule, he seldom made a great failure of life, and nearly always led a life more 
or less worth living. So Henry Adams, well aware that he could not succeed as a 
scholar, and finding his social position beyond improvement or need of effort, 
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collegian: (n) college man, college boy, 
collegiate, educatee, student, pupil, 
college student, graduate, 
academician, postgraduate. 

footing: (n) foothold, base, bottom, 
foundation, status, rank, foot, 
pedestal, situation, relation, root. 
ANTONYM: (n) top. 

habits: (n) behavior, decorum, 
pratique. 

ill-fitted: (adj) ill-suited, inapt. 
intellectually: (adv) rationally,  

intelligently, spiritually, cerebrally, 
intellectively, learnedly, 
academically, mindly, ideally, 
culturedly, smartly. 

mischievous: (adj) bad, injurious, 
detrimental, naughty, deleterious, 
impish, harmful, playful, maleficent, 
arch; (adj, v) hurtful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) harmless, serious. 

perpetuated: (adj) perpetuate. 
ridicule: (n, v) laugh at, deride, banter, 

insult, taunt, scorn, scoff; (n) derision, 

mockery; (adj, n) irony; (v) jeer. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, respect; 
(v) approve; (n) approval, 
admiration. 

self-consciousness: (n) 
embarrassment, inhibition. 

veracity: (n) truth, accuracy, exactness, 
truthfulness, fact, reality, precision; 
(adj) probity; (adj, n) faithfulness, 
sincerity, candor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mendacity, falsehood, falsity, 
dishonesty. 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 68

betook himself to the single ambition which otherwise would scarcely have 
seemed a true outcome of the college, though it was the last remnant of the old 
Unitarian supremacy. He took to the pen. He wrote.%

The College Magazine printed his work, and the College Societies listened to 
his addresses. Lavish of praise the readers were not; the audiences, too, listened 
in silence; but this was all the encouragement any Harvard collegian had a 
reasonable hope to receive; grave silence was a form of patience that meant 
possible future acceptance; and Henry Adams went on writing. No one cared 
enough to criticise, except himself who soon began to suffer from reaching his 
own limits. He found that he could not be this—or that—or the other; always 
precisely the things he wanted to be. He had not wit or scope or force. Judges 
always ranked him beneath a rival, if he had any; and he believed the judges 
were right. His work seemed to him thin, commonplace, feeble. At times he felt 
his own weakness so fatally that he could not go on; when he had nothing to say, 
he could not say it, and he found that he had very little to say at best. Much that 
he then wrote must be still in existence in print or manuscript, though he never 
cared to see it again, for he felt no doubt that it was in reality just what he 
thought it. At best it showed only a feeling for form; an instinct of exclusion. 
Nothing shocked—not even its weakness. 

Inevitably an effort leads to an ambition—creates it—and at that time the 
ambition of the literary student, which almost took place of the regular prizes of 
scholarship, was that of being chosen as the representative of his class—Class 
Orator—at the close of their course. This was political as well as literary success, 
and precisely the sort of eighteenth-century combination that fascinated an 
eighteenth century boy. The idea lurked in his mind, at first as a dream, in no 
way serious or even possible, for he stood outside the number of what were 
known as popular men. Year by year, his position seemed to improve, or perhaps 
his rivals disappeared, until at last, to his own great astonishment, he found 
himself a candidate. The habits of the college permitted no active candidacy; he 
and his rivals had not a word to say for or against themselves, and he was never 
even consulted on the subject; he was not present at any of the proceedings, and 
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addresses: (n) wooing, suit, courtship.
candidacy: (n) campaigning, 

campaign, cause, crusade, drive, 
effort, movement, nomination, 
candidateship, bell ringing, political 
campaign. 

criticise: (v) comment, criminate, 
chide, berate, reprehend, knock, 
reprove, denounce, deplore, criticize; 
(adj) judge. 

fatally: (adv) lethally, fatefully, 
perniciously, disastrously,  

destructively, terminally, deadly, 
pestilently, killingly, calamitously; 
(adj, adv) dangerously. 

feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able. 

judges: (n) judge, adjudicators, jury. 
ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal,  

graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
hierarchic. 

remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, 
residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
trace, oddment, balance, stub. 

supremacy: (n) superiority, 
domination, sovereignty, authority, 
command, mastery, predominance, 
dominion, excellence, influence, 
leadership. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inferiority, weakness, subservience, 
powerlessness, subjugation. 
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how it happened he never could quite divine, but it did happen, that one evening 
on returning from Boston he received notice of his election, after a very close 
contest, as Class Orator over the head of the first scholar, who was undoubtedly 
a better orator and a more popular man. In politics the success of the poorer 
candidate is common enough, and Henry Adams was a fairly trained politician, 
but he never understood how he managed to defeat not only a more capable but 
a more popular rival.%

To him the election seemed a miracle. This was no mock-modesty; his head 
was as clear as ever it was in an indifferent canvass, and he knew his rivals and 
their following as well as he knew himself. What he did not know, even after 
four years of education, was Harvard College. What he could never measure was 
the bewildering impersonality of the men, who, at twenty years old, seemed to 
set no value either on official or personal standards. Here were nearly a hundred 
young men who had lived together intimately during four of the most 
impressionable years of life, and who, not only once but again and again, in 
different ways, deliberately, seriously, dispassionately, chose as their 
representatives precisely those of their companions who seemed least to 
represent them. As far as these Orators and Marshals had any position at all in a 
collegiate sense, it was that of indifference to the college. Henry Adams never 
professed the smallest faith in universities of any kind, either as boy or man, nor 
had he the faintest admiration for the university graduate, either in Europe or in 
America; as a collegian he was only known apart from his fellows by his habit of 
standing outside the college; and yet the singular fact remained that this 
commonplace body of young men chose him repeatedly to express his and their 
commonplaces. Secretly, of course, the successful candidate flattered himself—
and them—with the hope that they might perhaps not be so commonplace as 
they thought themselves; but this was only another proof that all were identical. 
They saw in him a representative—the kind of representative they wanted—and 
he saw in them the most formidable array of judges he could ever meet, like so 
many mirrors of himself, an infinite reflection of his own shortcomings. 
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bewildering: (adj) astonishing, 
puzzling, perplexing, confusing, 
marvelous, mystifying, amazing, 
astounding, discomfit, upsetting, 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enlightening, simple, soothing. 

canvass: (n, v) campaign, discuss; (n) 
review; (v) beg, examine, scrutinize, 
view, agitate, inspect, survey, study. 
ANTONYM: (v) neglect. 

collegiate: (adj) academic, scholastic; 
(n) college, collegian, varsity.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) mature, worldly. 
dispassionately: (adv) impassively, 

neutrally, objectively, indifferently, 
fairly, apathetically, disinterestedly, 
coolly, unemotionally, coldly, 
composedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
emotionally, subjectively. 

impressionable: (adj) susceptible, 
responsive, thin-skinned, susceptive, 
receptive, tender, touchy, sensible, 
sentimental, vulnerable, sensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj)  

unimpressionable, rebellious, 
invulnerable. 

intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 
personally, secretly, internally, 
privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
superficially. 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, feigned, 
so-called, purported. 
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All %the same, the choice was flattering; so flattering that it actually shocked 
his vanity; and would have shocked it more, if possible, had he known that it 
was to be the only flattery of the sort he was ever to receive. The function of 
Class Day was, in the eyes of nine-tenths of the students, altogether the most 
important of the college, and the figure of the Orator was the most conspicuous 
in the function. Unlike the Orators at regular Commencements, the Class Day 
Orator stood alone, or had only the Poet for rival. Crowded into the large church, 
the students, their families, friends, aunts, uncles and chaperones, attended all 
the girls of sixteen or twenty who wanted to show their summer dresses or fresh 
complexions, and there, for an hour or two, in a heat that might have melted 
bronze, they listened to an Orator and a Poet in clergyman’s gowns, reciting 
such platitudes as their own experience and their mild censors permitted them to 
utter. What Henry Adams said in his Class Oration of 1858 he soon forgot to the 
last word, nor had it the least value for education; but he naturally remembered 
what was said of it. He remembered especially one of his eminent uncles or 
relations remarking that, as the work of so young a man, the oration was 
singularly wanting in enthusiasm. The young man—always in search of 
education—asked himself whether, setting rhetoric aside, this absence of 
enthusiasm was a defect or a merit, since, in either case, it was all that Harvard 
College taught, and all that the hundred young men, whom he was trying to 
represent, expressed. Another comment threw more light on the effect of the 
college education. One of the elderly gentlemen noticed the orator’s “perfect 
self-possession.” Self-possession indeed! If Harvard College gave nothing else, it 
gave calm. For four years each student had been obliged to figure daily before 
dozens of young men who knew each other to the last fibre. One had done little 
but read papers to Societies, or act comedy in the Hasty Pudding, not to speak of 
regular exercises, and no audience in future life would ever be so intimately and 
terribly intelligent as these. Three-fourths of the graduates would rather have 
addressed the Council of Trent or the British Parliament than have acted Sir 
Anthony Absolute or Dr. Ollapod before a gala audience of the Hasty Pudding. 
Self-possession was the strongest part of Harvard College, which certainly taught 
men to stand alone, so that nothing seemed stranger to its graduates than the 
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bronze: (adj, n, v) tan; (n) brown, brass, 
sculpture, statuette; (v) terra cotta, 
discolour, discolor, marble, plate; 
(adj) bronzed. 

flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 
complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, critical, 
unflattering, unattractive, wounding, 
uncomplimentary, negative; (adv) 
partially. 

flattery: (n, v) cajolery; (n) blarney, 
compliment, adulation, taffy, palaver, 
praise, gloze, sweet talk, sycophancy, 
soft soap. ANTONYMS: (n) insult, 
offense. 

gala: (n) fete, celebration, party, 
festivity, carnival, feast, holiday; (adj) 
festive, gay, merry, festal. 

gentlemen: (n) sirs, messieurs. 
melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 

dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing. 

reciting: (v) recite. 
self-possession: (n) composure, poise, 

imperturbability, serenity, aplomb, 
coolness, balance, restraint, self-
control, morale, presence. 

vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
arrogance, futility, inanity, vainglory, 
conceitedness, pretension, 
pomposity; (adj, n) amour propre. 
ANTONYMS: (n) selflessness, 
humility, importance, value, 
effectiveness. 
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paroxysms %of terror before the public which often overcame the graduates of 
European universities. Whether this was, or was not, education, Henry Adams 
never knew. He was ready to stand up before any audience in America or 
Europe, with nerves rather steadier for the excitement, but whether he should 
ever have anything to say, remained to be proved. As yet he knew nothing 
Education had not begun. 
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audience: (n) hearing, attendance, 
house, listener, meeting, turnout, 
hearer, spectators, gallery, following; 
(n, v) auditory. 

excitement: (n) commotion, emotion, 
animation, agitation, disturbance, 
elation, enthusiasm, eagerness, 
taking, excitation, tumult. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, boredom, 
tediousness, desolation, apathy, bore, 
dormancy, indifference, somnolence, 
despondency, lifelessness. 

nerves: (n) nervousness, jitters, 
jumpiness, jitteriness, restlessness, 
tension, strain, screaming meemies, 
apprehension, edginess, extreme 
nervousness. ANTONYM: (n) calm. 

proved: (adj) tried, established, tested, 
qualified, genuine, demonstrable, 
apparent, confirmed, reliable, 
faithful. 

ready: (v) prepare, fix; (adj, v) fit, 
disposed, willing; (adj) quick, 
prompt, nimble, apt; (adj, n)  

available, dexterous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwilling, reluctant, 
unavailable, unready, unripe, 
difficult, unenthusiastic, young. 

terror: (n, v) alarm, scare; (adj, n) 
dread, awe; (n) fear, dismay, 
consternation, horror, panic, 
apprehension, scourge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, security, 
delight, calm, confidence. 
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CHAPTER  % V  

 
BERL IN  ( 1858 -1859 )  

 
 

A FOURTH child has the strength of his weakness. Being of no great value, 
he may throw himself away if he likes, and never be missed. Charles Francis 
Adams, the father, felt no love for Europe, which, as he and all the world agreed, 
unfitted Americans for America. A captious critic might have replied that all the 
success he or his father or his grandfather achieved was chiefly due to the field 
that Europe gave them, and it was more than likely that without the help of 
Europe they would have all remained local politicians or lawyers, like their 
neighbors, to the end. Strictly followed, the rule would have obliged them never 
to quit Quincy; and, in fact, so much more timid are parents for their children 
than for themselves, that Mr. and Mrs. Adams would have been content to see 
their children remain forever in Mount Vernon Street, unexposed to the 
temptations of Europe, could they have relied on the moral influences of Boston 
itself. Although the parents little knew what took place under their eyes, even 
the mothers saw enough to make them uneasy. Perhaps their dread of vice, 
haunting past and present, worried them less than their dread of daughters-in-
law or sons-in-law who might not fit into the somewhat narrow quarters of 
home. On all sides were risks. Every year some young person alarmed the 
parental heart even in Boston, and although the temptations of Europe were 
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achieved: (adj) finished, fulfilled. 
captious: (adj, n, v) critical; (adj) 

peevish, cantankerous, irritable, 
hypercritical, faultfinding, fastidious, 
fretful, querulous, caviling; (adj, n) 
exacting. ANTONYMS: (adj) praising, 
commendatory, complimentary, 
encouraging, flattering. 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, panic; 
(n) anxiety, awe, consternation, 
alarm, trepidation, dismay, 
foreboding, terror. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) pleasing, welcomed, pleasant; 
(v) welcome, want; (n) reassurance, 
fearlessness, confidence, security, 
ease, calm. 

haunting: (adj) moving, memorable, 
unforgettable, beguiling, attractive, 
ominous, weird, treasured, evocative, 
etched in your mind, deep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) forgettable, 
unremarkable. 

likes: (n) kind, sort, type. 
timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy,  

bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative. 

unexposed: (v) unproclaimed, 
unexpressed, unwritten, untold, 
untalked of, unsung, unsaid, 
unpublished; (adj) hidden, latent, 
undisclosed. 
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irresistible, removal from the temptations of Boston might be imperative. The 
boy Henry wanted to go to Europe; he seemed well behaved, when any one was 
looking at him; he observed conventions, when he could not escape them; he 
was never quarrelsome, towards a superior; his morals were apparently good, 
and his moral principles, if he had any, were not known to be bad. Above all, he 
was timid and showed a certain sense of self-respect, when in public view. What 
he was at heart, no one could say; least of all himself; but he was probably 
human, and no worse than some others. Therefore, when he presented to an 
exceedingly indulgent father and mother his request to begin at a German 
university the study of the Civil Law—although neither he nor they knew what 
the Civil Law was, or any reason for his studying it—the parents dutifully 
consented, and walked with him down to the railway-station at Quincy to bid 
him good-bye, with a smile which he almost thought a tear.%

Whether the boy deserved such indulgence, or was worth it, he knew no 
more than they, or than a professor at Harvard College; but whether worthy or 
not, he began his third or fourth attempt at education in November, 1858, by 
sailing on the steamer Persia, the pride of Captain Judkins and the Cunard Line; 
the newest, largest and fastest steamship afloat. He was not alone. Several of his 
college companions sailed with him, and the world looked cheerful enough until, 
on the third day, the world—as far as concerned the young man—ran into a 
heavy storm. He learned then a lesson that stood by him better than any 
university teaching ever did—the meaning of a November gale on the mid-
Atlantic—which, for mere physical misery, passed endurance. The subject 
offered him material for none but serious treatment; he could never see the 
humor of sea-sickness; but it united itself with a great variety of other 
impressions which made the first month of travel altogether the rapidest school 
of education he had yet found. The stride in knowledge seemed gigantic. One 
began a to see that a great many impressions were needed to make very little 
education, but how many could be crowded into one day without making any 
education at all, became the pons asinorum of tourist mathematics. How many 
would turn out to be wrong whether any could turn out right, was ultimate 
wisdom. 
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afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, current, 
in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot. 

conventions: (n) protocol. 
dutifully: (adv) submissively, 

obediently, deferentially, 
compliantly, conscientiously, 
devotedly, duteously, docilely, 
loyally, respectfully, meekly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carelessly, 
irresponsibly, unfaithfully,  

assertively. 
good-bye: (n) bye, farewell, goodbye, 

goodby, vale, adios, cheerio. 
indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 

delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 
luxury, enjoyment, leniency, pardon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) denial, virtue, 
intolerance, uprightness, necessity, 
indifference, dismay, severity. 

indulgent: (adj) forgiving, gentle, 
clement, lenient, soft, kind, gracious, 

tolerant, merciful, compassionate; 
(adj, v) permissive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intolerant, unsympathetic, 
severe, restrained, harsh, 
hardhearted, abstemious, 
disapproving. 

pons: (n) neural structure, pons 
Varolii. 

steamship: (n) steamer, liner, ship, 
boat, ocean liner, cruise ship, Mya 
Arenaria, paddle steamer, steam 
ship, steamer clam. 
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The ocean, the Persia, Captain Judkins, and Mr. G. P. R. James, the most 
distinguished passenger, vanished one Sunday morning in a furious gale in the 
Mersey, to make place for the drearier picture of a Liverpool street as seen from 
the Adelphi coffee-room in November murk, followed instantly by the 
passionate delights of Chester and the romance of red-sandstone architecture. 
Millions of Americans have felt this succession of emotions. Possibly very young 
and ingenuous tourists feel them still, but in days before tourists, when the 
romance was a reality, not a picture, they were overwhelming. When the boys 
went out to Eaton Hall, they were awed, as Thackeray or Dickens would have 
felt in the presence of a Duke. The very name of Grosvenor struck a note of 
grandeur. The long suite of lofty, gilded rooms with their gilded furniture; the 
portraits; the terraces; the gardens, the landscape; the sense of superiority in the 
England of the fifties, actually set the rich nobleman apart, above Americans and 
shopkeepers. Aristocracy was real. So was the England of Dickens. Oliver Twist 
and Little Nell lurked in every churchyard shadow, not as shadow but alive. 
Even Charles the First was not very shadowy, standing on the tower to see his 
army defeated. Nothing thereabouts had very much changed since he lost his 
battle and his head. An eighteenth-century American boy fresh from Boston 
naturally took it all for education, and was amused at this sort of lesson. At least 
he thought he felt it.%

Then came the journey up to London through Birmingham and the Black 
District, another lesson, which needed much more to be rightly felt. The plunge 
into darkness lurid with flames; the sense of unknown horror in this weird 
gloom which then existed nowhere else, and never had existed before, except in 
volcanic craters; the violent contrast between this dense, smoky, impenetrable 
darkness, and the soft green charm that one glided into, as one emerged—the 
revelation of an unknown society of the pit—made a boy uncomfortable, though 
he had no idea that Karl Marx was standing there waiting for him, and that 
sooner or later the process of education would have to deal with Karl Marx much 
more than with Professor Bowen of Harvard College or his Satanic free-trade 
majesty John Stuart Mill. The Black District was a practical education, but it was 
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awed: (adj) frightened, groveling, 
reverential, reverent, overwhelmed, 
overcome, intimidated, worshipful, 
impressed, fearful, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unawed, 
irreverent. 

gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, 
golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, 
garish, advantageous, aurated, 
luxurious. 

ingenuous: (adj, n) frank; (adj) naive, 
guileless, honest, forthright, innocent, 

straight, artless, downright, green, 
hearty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disingenuous, dishonest, cunning, 
sophisticated, scheming, worldly, 
jaded, hesitant, experienced. 

lurid: (adj) ghastly, grisly, gruesome, 
loud, frightful, sharp, shocking, 
gaudy, sensational, hideous, horrific. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) subtle, muted, 
bland, dull, modest. 

murk: (n) darkness, fog, dark, 
murkiness, haze, cloud, mirk,  

cloudiness; (adj, n) obscurity; (n, v) 
mist; (v) darken. ANTONYM: (n) 
light. 

nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, 
lord, peer, marquis, nobility, 
grandee, baron, duke, armiger, 
burgrave. 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, more 
or less, something like, almost, so; 
(adv, n) hereabouts. 
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infinitely far in the distance. The boy ran away from it, as he ran away from 
everything he disliked.%

Had he known enough to know where to begin he would have seen 
something to study, more vital than the Civil Law, in the long, muddy, dirty, 
sordid, gas-lit dreariness of Oxford Street as his dingy four-wheeler dragged its 
weary way to Charing Cross. He did notice one peculiarity about it worth 
remembering. London was still London. A certain style dignified its grime; 
heavy, clumsy, arrogant, purse-proud, but not cheap; insular but large; barely 
tolerant of an outside world, and absolutely self-confident. The boys in the 
streets made such free comments on the American clothes and figures, that the 
travellers hurried to put on tall hats and long overcoats to escape criticism. No 
stranger had rights even in the Strand. The eighteenth century held its own. 
History muttered down Fleet Street, like Dr. Johnson, in Adams’s ear; Vanity Fair 
was alive on Piccadilly in yellow chariots with coachmen in wigs, on hammer-
cloths; footmen with canes, on the footboard, and a shrivelled old woman 
inside; half the great houses, black with London smoke, bore large funereal 
hatchments; every one seemed insolent, and the most insolent structures in the 
world were the Royal Exchange and the Bank of England. In November, 1858, 
London was still vast, but it was the London of the eighteenth century that an 
American felt and hated. 

Education went backward. Adams, still a boy, could not guess how intensely 
intimate this London grime was to become to him as a man, but he could still less 
conceive himself returning to it fifty years afterwards, noting at each turn how 
the great city grew smaller as it doubled in size; cheaper as it quadrupled its 
wealth; less imperial as its empire widened; less dignified as it tried to be civil. 
He liked it best when he hated it. Education began at the end, or perhaps would 
end at the beginning. Thus far it had remained in the eighteenth century, and the 
next step took it back to the sixteenth. He crossed to Antwerp. As the Baron Osy 
steamed up the Scheldt in the morning mists, a travelling band on deck began to 
play, and groups of peasants, working along the fields, dropped their tools to 
join in dancing. Ostade and Teniers were as much alive as they ever were, and 
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dreariness: (n) desolation, tedium, 
dullness, gloominess, boringness, 
dulness, depression, boredom, 
sadness, bleakness, gloom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
cheerfulness, splendor. 

footboard: (n) platform, footstool, 
treadle, foot, foot of bed. 

four-wheeler: (n) automobile. 
funereal: (adj) doleful, dismal, dreary, 

somber, gloomy, melancholy, 
dolorous, dark, depressing,  

lugubrious; (v) burial. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheery, lively, cheerful. 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive. 

insular: (adj) parochial, secluded, 
blinkered, discrete, isolated, narrow, 
adrift, detached, lonely, seagirt, 
circumscribed. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

tolerant, broadminded. 
noting: (adj) conscious. 
peculiarity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 

distinction, particularity, oddness, 
eccentricity, distinctiveness, 
abnormality, characteristic, attribute, 
difference, individuality. 
ANTONYM: (n) similarity. 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer. 

streets: (n) street. 
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even the Duke of Alva was still at home. The thirteenth-century cathedral 
towered above a sixteenth-century mass of tiled roofs, ending abruptly in walls 
and a landscape that had not changed. The taste of the town was thick, rich, ripe, 
like a sweet wine; it was mediaeval, so that Rubens seemed modern; it was one 
of the strongest and fullest flavors that ever touched the young man’s palate; but 
he might as well have drunk out his excitement in old Malmsey, for all the 
education he got from it. Even in art, one can hardly begin with Antwerp 
Cathedral and the Descent from the Cross. He merely got drunk on his emotions, 
and had then to get sober as he best could. He was terribly sober when he saw 
Antwerp half a century afterwards. One lesson he did learn without suspecting 
that he must immediately lose it. He felt his middle ages and the sixteenth 
century alive. He was young enough, and the towns were dirty enough—
unimproved, unrestored, untouristed—to retain the sense of reality. As a taste or 
a smell, it was education, especially because it lasted barely ten years longer; but 
it was education only sensual. He never dreamed of trying to educate himself to 
the Descent from the Cross. He was only too happy to feel himself kneeling at 
the foot of the Cross; he learned only to loathe the sordid necessity of getting up 
again, and going about his stupid business.%

This was one of the foreseen dangers of Europe, but it vanished rapidly 
enough to reassure the most anxious of parents. Dropped into Berlin one 
morning without guide or direction, the young man in search of education 
floundered in a mere mess of misunderstandings. He could never recall what he 
expected to find, but whatever he expected, it had no relation with what it turned 
out to be. A student at twenty takes easily to anything, even to Berlin, and he 
would have accepted the thirteenth century pure and simple since his guides 
assured him that this was his right path; but a week’s experience left him dazed 
and dull. Faith held out, but the paths grew dim. Berlin astonished him, but he 
had no lack of friends to show him all the amusement it had to offer. Within a 
day or two he was running about with the rest to beer-cellars and music-halls 
and dance-rooms, smoking bad tobacco, drinking poor beer, and eating 
sauerkraut and sausages as though he knew no better. This was easy. One can 
always descend the social ladder. The trouble came when he asked for the 
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dazed: (adj) bewildered, stunned, 
dumbfounded, muzzy, stupefied, 
dizzy, stupid, groggy, amazed, 
astounded, bleary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unimpressed, 
conscious. 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance. 

loathe: (v) detest, hate, abominate, 
execrate, despise, loathing, dislike,  

disgust, disdain, contempt, nauseate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) like, admire, adore.

mediaeval: (adj) medieval, knightly, 
chivalric, nonmodern. 

palate: (n) gusto, savour, flavour, 
gustation, liking, tooth, taste, relish, 
roof of the mouth, smack, fancy. 

sauerkraut: (v) damper, salmis, 
porterhouse steak, porridge, 
pineapple, oyster, oatmeal, 
mangosteen, mango, fish; (n) 
sourcrout. 

sensual: (adj, v) luxurious, voluptuous; 
(adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) animal, 
lascivious, sexy, sexual, libidinous, 
lewd, gross, licentious. 

sordid: (adj) ignoble, nasty, foul, filthy, 
grimy, base, cheap, despicable, 
dishonorable, mucky, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) respectable, 
pleasant, wholesome, reputable, 
honorable, clean, attractive, humane. 

tiled: (adj) paved, lined, smooth, 
cemented. 
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education he was promised. His friends took him to be registered as a student of 
the university; they selected his professors and courses; they showed him where 
to buy the Institutes of Gaius and several German works on the Civil Law in 
numerous volumes; and they led him to his first lecture.%

His first lecture was his last. The young man was not very quick, and he had 
almost religious respect for his guides and advisers; but he needed no more than 
one hour to satisfy him that he had made another failure in education, and this 
time a fatal one. That the language would require at least three months’ hard 
work before he could touch the Law was an annoying discovery; but the shock 
that upset him was the discovery of the university itself. He had thought 
Harvard College a torpid school, but it was instinct with life compared with all 
that he could see of the University of Berlin. The German students were strange 
animals, but their professors were beyond pay. The mental attitude of the 
university was not of an American world. What sort of instruction prevailed in 
other branches, or in science, Adams had no occasion to ask, but in the Civil Law 
he found only the lecture system in its deadliest form as it flourished in the 
thirteenth century. The professor mumbled his comments; the students made, or 
seemed to make, notes; they could have learned from books or discussion in a 
day more than they could learn from him in a month, but they must pay his fees, 
follow his course, and be his scholars, if they wanted a degree. To an American 
the result was worthless. He could make no use of the Civil Law without some 
previous notion of the Common Law; but the student who knew enough of the 
Common Law to understand what he wanted, had only to read the Pandects or 
the commentators at his ease in America, and be his own professor. Neither the 
method nor the matter nor the manner could profit an American education. 

This discovery seemed to shock none of the students. They went to the 
lectures, made notes, and read textbooks, but never pretended to take their 
professor seriously. They were much more serious in reading Heine. They knew 
no more than Heine what good they were getting, beyond the Berlin accent—
which was bad; and the beer—which was not to compare with Munich; and the 
dancing—which was better at Vienna. They enjoyed the beer and music, but they 
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advisers: (n) advisor, administration, 
board, cabinet, faculty. 

annoying: (adj) galling, vexatious, 
aggravating, vexing, worrying, 
awkward, trying, bothersome, 
disagreeable; (adj, v) irritating; (n) 
annoyance. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasing, delightful, pleasant, 
charming, satisfying, welcome, 
convenient. 

fatal: (adj) deadly, pestilent, lethal, 
disastrous, destructive, dangerous,  

deathly, fateful, murderous, critical; 
(adj, v) mortal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, nourishing, healthful, 
benign, uncritical, mild. 

mumbled: (adj) inaudible, faint, 
broken, slurred, thick, garbled, 
unintelligible, muffled, low, 
incomprehensible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, distinct. 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious,  

bogus, affected. 
torpid: (adj) inactive, sluggish, 

indolent, dull, slow, dormant, lazy, 
dead, lifeless, flat, supine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively. 

worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, trivial, 
cheap, miserable, null. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) precious, useful, worthwhile, 
priceless, meaningful, helpful, 
invaluable, deserving, valid, worthy, 
substantial. 

 

  



Henry Adams 79

refused to be responsible for the education. Anyway, as they defended 
themselves, they were learning the language.%

So the young man fell back on the language, and being slow at languages, he 
found himself falling behind all his friends, which depressed his spirits, the more 
because the gloom of a Berlin winter and of Berlin architecture seemed to him a 
particular sort of gloom never attained elsewhere. One day on the Linden he 
caught sight of Charles Sumner in a cab, and ran after him. Sumner was then 
recovering from the blows of the South Carolinian cane or club, and he was 
pleased to find a young worshipper in the remote Prussian wilderness. They 
dined together and went to hear “William Tell” at the Opera. Sumner tried to 
encourage his friend about his difficulties of language: “I came to Berlin,” or 
Rome, or whatever place it was, as he said with his grand air of mastery, “I came 
to Berlin, unable to say a word in the language; and three months later when I 
went away, I talked it to my cabman.” Adams felt himself quite unable to attain 
in so short a time such social advantages, and one day complained of his trials to 
Mr. Robert Apthorp, of Boston, who was passing the winter in Berlin for the sake 
of its music. Mr. Apthorp told of his own similar struggle, and how he had 
entered a public school and sat for months with ten-year-old-boys, reciting their 
lessons and catching their phrases. The idea suited Adams’s desperate frame of 
mind. At least it ridded him of the university and the Civil Law and American 
associations in beer-cellars. Mr. Apthorp took the trouble to negotiate with the 
head-master of the Friedrichs-Wilhelm-Werdersches Gymnasium for permission 
to Henry Adams to attend the school as a member of the Ober-tertia, a class of 
boys twelve or thirteen years old, and there Adams went for three months as 
though he had not always avoided high schools with singular antipathy. He 
never did anything else so foolish but he was given a bit of education which 
served him some purpose in life. 

It was not merely the language, though three months passed in such fashion 
would teach a poodle enough to talk with a cabman, and this was all that foreign 
students could expect to do, for they never by any chance would come in contact 
with German society, if German society existed, about which they knew nothing. 
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antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, 
abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. ANTONYMS: 
(n) love, attraction, liking, like, 
leaning, regard, appeal, appreciation, 
admiration, affection, friendliness. 

attain: (v) make, reach, achieve, 
acquire, gain, strike, catch, arrive at, 
find, obtain, come to. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, fail, abandon, surrender, 
differ. 

avoided: (adj) unpopular. 
cabman: (n) cabdriver, cabby, taximan, 

carman, coachman, driver, taxi 
driver, hackdriver, taxidriver. 

cane: (n, v) scourge, whip; (v) flog, 
beat, birch, thrash, lash; (n) stick, bat, 
rattan, twig. 

poodle: (n) domestic dog, dog, poodle 
dog, miniature poodle, large poodle. 

recovering: (v) recover, regain, restore; 
(adj) better; (n) rehabilitation, 
recovery, rescue, relaxation; (adv)  

getting better, on the road to 
recovery, improving. 

wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 
wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
badlands, wildness, frontier, 
boondocks, backwoods; (adj) Sahara; 
(v) squandering. ANTONYM: (n) 
metropolis. 

worshipper: (n) admirer, monotheist, 
theosophist, theist, pilgrim, mystic, 
believer, pantheist, adorer, devotee, 
fan. 
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Adams never learned to talk German well, but the same might be said of his 
English, if he could believe Englishmen. He learned not to annoy himself on this 
account. His difficulties with the language gradually ceased. He thought himself 
quite Germanized in 1859. He even deluded himself with the idea that he read it 
as though it were English, which proved that he knew little about it; but 
whatever success he had in his own experiment interested him less than his 
contact with German education.%

He had revolted at the American school and university; he had instantly 
rejected the German university; and as his last experience of education he tried 
the German high school. The experiment was hazardous. In 1858 Berlin was a 
poor, keen-witted, provincial town, simple, dirty, uncivilized, and in most 
respects disgusting. Life was primitive beyond what an American boy could 
have imagined. Overridden by military methods and bureaucratic pettiness, 
Prussia was only beginning to free her hands from internal bonds. Apart from 
discipline, activity scarcely existed. The future Kaiser Wilhelm I, regent for his 
insane brother King Friedrich Wilhelm IV, seemed to pass his time looking at the 
passers-by from the window of his modest palace on the Linden. German 
manners, even at Court, were sometimes brutal, and German thoroughness at 
school was apt to be routine. Bismarck himself was then struggling to begin a 
career against the inertia of the German system. The condition of Germany was a 
scandal and nuisance to every earnest German, all whose energies were turned 
to reforming it from top to bottom; and Adams walked into a great public school 
to get educated, at precisely the time when the Germans wanted most to get rid 
of the education they were forced to follow. As an episode in the search for 
education, this adventure smacked of Heine. 

The school system has doubtless changed, and at all events the schoolmasters 
are probably long ago dead; the story has no longer a practical value, and had 
very little even at the time; one could at least say in defence of the German school 
that it was neither very brutal nor very immoral. The head-master was excellent 
in his Prussian way, and the other instructors were not worse than in other 
schools; it was their system that struck the systemless American with horror. The 
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annoy: (v) pester, displease, anger, 
harass, bother, vex, aggravate, grate, 
molest; (n) annoyance; (n, v) afflict. 
ANTONYMS: (v) pacify, soothe, 
gratify, placate, comfort, encourage, 
delight. 

bismarck: (n) Otto Von Bismarck, 
prince Otto Eduard Leopold Von 
Bismarck, prince Otto Von Bismarck, 
Von Bismarck, capital of north 
Dakota. 

deluded: (adj) besotted, mistaken. 

inertia: (n) idleness, lethargy, inaction, 
passivity, laziness, inertness, 
indolence, apathy, lassitude, languor, 
inactiveness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
energy, activity, activeness. 

pettiness: (n) insignificance, 
slightness, triviality, parsimony, 
littleness, tightness, tightfistedness, 
narrowness, stinginess, frivolity, 
niggardliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nobility, importance, maturity, 
generosity. 

thoroughness: (n) completeness, 
resolution, assiduousness, 
determination, care, caution, 
comprehensiveness, detail, attention 
to detail, resolve, meticulousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) negligence. 

uncivilized: (adj) savage, barbarian, 
barbarous, wild, barbaric, brutal, 
coarse, rude, rustic, ferocious, 
impolite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sophisticated, civilized, polite, 
cultured, pleasant. 
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arbitrary training given to the memory was stupefying; the strain that the 
memory endured was a form of torture; and the feats that the boys performed, 
without complaint, were pitiable. No other faculty than the memory seemed to 
be recognized. Least of all was any use made of reason, either analytic, synthetic, 
or dogmatic. The German government did not encourage reasoning.%

All State education is a sort of dynamo machine for polarizing the popular 
mind; for turning and holding its lines of force in the direction supposed to be 
most effective for State purposes. The German machine was terribly efficient. Its 
effect on the children was pathetic. The Friedrichs-Wilhelm-Werdersches 
Gymnasium was an old building in the heart of Berlin which served the 
educational needs of the small tradesmen or bourgeoisie of the neighborhood; 
the children were Berliner-kinder if ever there were such, and of a class 
suspected of sympathy and concern in the troubles of 1848. None was noble or 
connected with good society. Personally they were rather sympathetic than not, 
but as the objects of education they were proofs of nearly all the evils that a bad 
system could give. Apparently Adams, in his rigidly illogical pursuit, had at last 
reached his ideal of a viciously logical education. The boys’ physique showed it 
first, but their physique could not be wholly charged to the school. German food 
was bad at best, and a diet of sauerkraut, sausage, and beer could never be good; 
but it was not the food alone that made their faces white and their flesh flabby. 
They never breathed fresh air; they had never heard of a playground; in all Berlin 
not a cubic inch of oxygen was admitted in winter into an inhabited building; in 
the school every room was tightly closed and had no ventilation; the air was foul 
beyond all decency; but when the American opened a window in the five 
minutes between hours, he violated the rules and was invariably rebuked. As 
long as cold weather lasted, the windows were shut. If the boys had a holiday, 
they were apt to be taken on long tramps in the Thiergarten or elsewhere, always 
ending in over-fatigue, tobacco-smoke, sausages, and beer. With this, they were 
required to prepare daily lessons that would have quickly broken down strong 
men of a healthy habit, and which they could learn only because their minds 
were morbid. The German university had seemed a failure, but the German high 
school was something very near an indictable nuisance. 
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analytic: (adj) logical, calculable, 
computable, docimastic, numerable, 
statistical, clinical, methodical, 
psychic, questioning; (adv) 
analytically. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
synthetic, illogical. 

dynamo: (n) generator, DC generator. 
flabby: (adj) feeble, flaccid, limp, 

languid, baggy, drooping, faint, lax, 
heavy, soft, slack. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
slim, skinny, fit. 

indictable: (adj) actionable, culpable,  

guilty, criminal. 
physique: (n) figure, form, 

constitution, shape, body, habitus, 
frame, person, size, appearance; (adj, 
n) muscle. 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong. 

rebuked: (adj) reproved, admonished, 
chastened. 

stupefying: (adj) astounding, amazing, 
staggering, narcotic, miraculous, 
stupefyingly, inconceivable, 
stumbling, shocking, incredible, 
torpedinous. 

tradesmen: (n) fellow tradesmen. 
viciously: (adv) wickedly, wildly, 

savagely, maliciously, evilly, 
wrongly, nastily, cruelly, fiercely, 
spitefully, badly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, harmoniously, peacefully, 
genially, tamely. 
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Before the month of April arrived, the experiment of German education had 
reached this point. Nothing was left of it except the ghost of the Civil Law shut 
up in the darkest of closets, never to gibber again before any one who could 
repeat the story. The derisive Jew laughter of Heine ran through the university 
and everything else in Berlin. Of course, when one is twenty years old, life is 
bound to be full, if only of Berlin beer, although German student life was on the 
whole the thinnest of beer, as an American looked on it, but though nothing 
except small fragments remained of the education that had been so promising—
or promised—this is only what most often happens in life, when by-products 
turn out to be more valuable than staples. The German university and German 
law were failures; German society, in an American sense, did not exist, or if it 
existed, never showed itself to an American; the German theatre, on the other 
hand, was excellent, and German opera, with the ballet, was almost worth a 
journey to Berlin; but the curious and perplexing result of the total failure of 
German education was that the student’s only clear gain—his single step to a 
higher life—came from time wasted; studies neglected; vices indulged; 
education reversed;—it came from the despised beer-garden and music-hall; and 
it was accidental, unintended, unforeseen.%

When his companions insisted on passing two or three afternoons in the 
week at music-halls, drinking beer, smoking German tobacco, and looking at fat 
German women knitting, while an orchestra played dull music, Adams went 
with them for the sake of the company, but with no presence of enjoyment; and 
when Mr. Apthorp gently protested that he exaggerated his indifference, for of 
course he enjoyed Beethoven, Adams replied simply that he loathed Beethoven; 
and felt a slight surprise when Mr. Apthorp and the others laughed as though 
they thought it humor. He saw no humor in it. He supposed that, except 
musicians, every one thought Beethoven a bore, as every one except 
mathematicians thought mathematics a bore. Sitting thus at his beer-table, 
mentally impassive, he was one day surprised to notice that his mind followed 
the movement of a Sinfonie. He could not have been more astonished had he 
suddenly read a new language. Among the marvels of education, this was the 
most marvellous. A prison-wall that barred his senses on one great side of life, 
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barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, veined; 
(n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open.

derisive: (adj) ironic, sarcastic, 
derisory, contemptuous, cynical, 
mordant, sardonic, jeering, scornful, 
quizzical, satirical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) complimentary, approving, 
flattering, praising, sympathetic. 

despised: (adj) scorned, despicable,  

hated, abject, disparaged, mean, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious. 

gibber: (v) chatter, gabble, babble, 
tattle, clack, blab, prate, prattle, piffle; 
(n) abracadabra, gibberish. 

impassive: (adj) expressionless, calm, 
cool, stolid, stoic, callous, 
impervious, quiet, peaceful, 
emotionless, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
expressive, mobile, involved, 
demonstrative, affected, passionate,  

sympathetic, spirited, knowing, 
enthusiastic. 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired. 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 
reviled, undesirable. 

unintended: (adj) accidental, 
inadvertent, unpremeditated, 
unconscious, unexpected, unplanned, 
unthinking, spontaneous, unwitting, 
involuntary, indirect. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intended, deliberate. 
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suddenly fell, of its own accord, without so much as his knowing when it 
happened. Amid the fumes of coarse tobacco and poor beer, surrounded by the 
commonest of German Haus-frauen, a new sense burst out like a flower in his 
life, so superior to the old senses, so bewildering, so astonished at its own 
existence, that he could not credit it, and watched it as something apart, 
accidental, and not to be trusted. He slowly came to admit that Beethoven had 
partly become intelligible to him, but he was the more inclined to think that 
Beethoven must be much overrated as a musician, to be so easily followed. This 
could not be called education, for he had never so much as listened to the music. 
He had been thinking of other things. Mere mechanical repetition of certain 
sounds had stuck to his unconscious mind. Beethoven might have this power, 
but not Wagner, or at all events not the Wagner later than “Tannhauser.” Near 
forty years passed before he reached the “Gotterdammerung.”%

One might talk of the revival of an atrophied sense—the mechanical reaction 
of a sleeping consciousness—but no other sense awoke. His sense of line and 
color remained as dull as ever, and as far as ever below the level of an artist. His 
metaphysical sense did not spring into life, so that his mind could leap the bars 
of German expression into sympathy with the idealities of Kant and Hegel. 
Although he insisted that his faith in German thought and literature was exalted, 
he failed to approach German thought, and he shed never a tear of emotion over 
the pages of Goethe and Schiller. When his father rashly ventured from time to 
time to write him a word of common sense, the young man would listen to no 
sense at all, but insisted that Berlin was the best of educations in the best of 
Germanies; yet, when, at last, April came, and some genius suggested a tramp in 
Thuringen, his heart sang like a bird; he realized what a nightmare he had 
suffered, and he made up his mind that, wherever else he might, in the infinities 
of space and time, seek for education, it should not be again in Berlin. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

atrophied: (adj) cadaverous, wasted, 
diminished; (v) shrivel. ANTONYM: 
(adj) hypertrophied. 

awoke: (adj) awakened. 
beethoven: (n) Ludwig van 

Beethoven. 
exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, noble, 

high, August, elated, dignified, great, 
sublime, grand, big. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) belittled, condemned, criticized, 
debased, humble, humiliated, low, 
lowly, minor, ridiculed, base. 

intelligible: (adj) clear, 
understandable, articulate, luminous, 
apprehensible, graspable, simple, 
lucid, definite, distinct, perspicuous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) difficult, illegible.

metaphysical: (adj) theoretical, 
supernatural, mental, immaterial, 
mystical, nooscopic, abstract, 
metaphysic, subjective, unworldly, 
theological. ANTONYM: (adj) 
empirical. 

rashly: (adj, adv) hastily, headlong;  

(adv) thoughtlessly, recklessly, 
impetuously, imprudently, 
carelessly, indiscreetly, headily, 
heedlessly, wildly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) thoughtfully, prudently, late, 
pensively, sensibly, responsibly, 
cautiously, deliberately, patiently. 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident. 
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CHAPTER  % V I  

 
ROME  ( 1859 -1860 )  

 
 

THE tramp in Thuringen lasted four-and-twenty hours. By the end of the first 
walk, his three companions—John Bancroft, James J. Higginson, and B. W. 
Crowninshield, all Boston and Harvard College like himself—were satisfied with 
what they had seen, and when they sat down to rest on the spot where Goethe 
had written— 

 
Warte nur! balde 

Rubest du auch!— 
 

the profoundness of the thought and the wisdom of the advice affected them so 
strongly that they hired a wagon and drove to Weimar the same night. They 
were all quite happy and lighthearted in the first fresh breath of leafless spring, 
and the beer was better than at Berlin, but they were all equally in doubt why 
they had come to Germany, and not one of them could say why they stayed. 
Adams stayed because he did not want to go home, and he had fears that his 
father’s patience might be exhausted if he asked to waste time elsewhere. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

exhausted: (adj) fatigued, tired, spent, 
dry, empty, depleted, jaded, 
enervated, faint; (adj, v) gone, weak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
strong, restored, vigorous, 
unexhausted, replenished, remaining, 
energized, invigorated, restocked. 

hired: (adj) leased, chartered, 
mercenary, hackneyed, hack; (v) 
contented, compensated, paid. 

leafless: (adj) bald, bare, aphyllous, 
leaveless, hairless. ANTONYM: (adj) 

leafy. 
lighthearted: (adj) blithesome, playful, 

blithe, jovial, gleeful, frolicsome, 
joyful, glad, jolly, optimistic, 
lightsome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
troubled, weighty, solemn, lethargic, 
gloomy, anxious, melancholy. 

patience: (n) endurance, fortitude, 
longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, 
resignation, restraint, composure, 
sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
calmness. ANTONYMS: (n)  

impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
annoyance. 

profoundness: (n) deepness, 
abstruseness, reconditeness, 
profundity, abstrusity, astuteness, 
sapience, wisdom, obscurity, 
perspicacity, penetrating knowledge. 
ANTONYM: (n) superficiality. 

wagon: (n) truck, wain, paddy wagon, 
waggon, lorry, station wagon, dray, 
car, chariot, Jagger wagon, beach 
wagon. 
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They could not think that their education required a return to Berlin. A few 
days at Dresden in the spring weather satisfied them that Dresden was a better 
spot for general education than Berlin, and equally good for reading Civil Law. 
They were possibly right. There was nothing to study in Dresden, and no 
education to be gained, but the Sistine Madonna and the Correggios were 
famous; the theatre and opera were sometimes excellent, and the Elbe was 
prettier than the Spree. They could always fall back on the language. So he took a 
room in the household of the usual small government clerk with the usual plain 
daughters, and continued the study of the language. Possibly one might learn 
something more by accident, as one had learned something of Beethoven. For the 
next eighteen months the young man pursued accidental education, since he 
could pursue no other; and by great good fortune, Europe and America were too 
busy with their own affairs to give much attention to his. Accidental education 
had every chance in its favor, especially because nothing came amiss.%

Perhaps the chief obstacle to the youth’s education, now that he had come of 
age, was his honesty; his simple-minded faith in his intentions. Even after Berlin 
had become a nightmare, he still persuaded himself that his German education 
was a success. He loved, or thought he loved the people, but the Germany he 
loved was the eighteenth-century which the Germans were ashamed of, and 
were destroying as fast as they could. Of the Germany to come, he knew nothing. 
Military Germany was his abhorrence. What he liked was the simple character; 
the good-natured sentiment; the musical and metaphysical abstraction; the 
blundering incapacity of the German for practical affairs. At that time everyone 
looked on Germany as incapable of competing with France, England or America 
in any sort of organized energy. Germany had no confidence in herself, and no 
reason to feel it. She had no unity, and no reason to want it. She never had unity. 
Her religious and social history, her economical interests, her military 
geography, her political convenience, had always tended to eccentric rather than 
concentric motion. Until coal-power and railways were created, she was 
mediaeval by nature and geography, and this was what Adams, under the 
teachings of Carlyle and Lowell, liked. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, 
detestation, hatred, aversion, disgust, 
execration, hate, loathing, revulsion, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, 
adoration, delight, liking, 
attractiveness. 

abstraction: (n) abstract, reverie, 
engrossment, extraction, withdrawal, 
removal, deduction, abbreviation, 
preoccupancy, theorisation, 
theorization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attentiveness, inclusion, alertness,  

concentration, fact. 
blundering: (adj) clumsy, tactless, 

inept, maladroit, ungainly, 
unthinking, ridiculous, obtuse, 
oblivious, lumbering, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
sensitive, dexterous. 

concentric: (adj) homocentric, 
unrelieved, coaxial, axial, focal, 
azygous, umbilical. 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind- 

hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered. 

incapacity: (n) inability, impotence, 
incapability, disqualification, 
inadequacy, disablement, 
inefficiency, powerlessness, 
insufficiency, incompetency; (adj) 
imbecility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
capacity, ability, strength. 

teachings: (n) education, order, 
wisdom, instruction, information, 
direction, command, tradition. 
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He was in a fair way to do himself lasting harm, floundering between worlds 
passed and worlds coming, which had a habit of crushing men who stayed too 
long at the points of contact. Suddenly the Emperor Napoleon declared war on 
Austria and raised a confused point of morals in the mind of Europe. France was 
the nightmare of Germany, and even at Dresden one looked on the return of 
Napoleon to Leipsic as the most likely thing in the world. One morning the 
government clerk, in whose family Adams was staying, rushed into his room to 
consult a map in order that he might measure the distance from Milan to 
Dresden. The third Napoleon had reached Lombardy, and only fifty or sixty 
years had passed since the first Napoleon had begun his military successes from 
an Italian base.%

An enlightened young American, with eighteenth-century tastes capped by 
fragments of a German education and the most excellent intentions, had to make 
up his mind about the moral value of these conflicting forces. France was the 
wicked spirit of moral politics, and whatever helped France must be so far evil. 
At that time Austria was another evil spirit. Italy was the prize they disputed, 
and for at least fifteen hundred years had been the chief object of their greed. The 
question of sympathy had disturbed a number of persons during that period. 
The question of morals had been put in a number of cross-lights. Should one be 
Guelph or Ghibelline? No doubt, one was wiser than one’s neighbors who had 
found no way of settling this question since the days of the cave-dwellers, but 
ignorance did better to discard the attempt to be wise, for wisdom had been 
singularly baffled by the problem. Better take sides first, and reason about it for 
the rest of life. 

Not that Adams felt any real doubt about his sympathies or wishes. He had 
not been German long enough for befogging his mind to that point, but the 
moment was decisive for much to come, especially for political morals. His 
morals were the highest, and he clung to them to preserve his self-respect; but 
steam and electricity had brought about new political and social concentrations, 
or were making them necessary in the line of his moral principles—freedom, 
education, economic development and so forth—which required association with 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear. 

conflicting: (adj) repugnant, opposed, 
incompatible, clashing, inconsistent, 
opposite, contrary, divergent, 
adverse, paradoxical; (v) antagonistic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) consistent, 
compatible, parallel, peaceful, 
harmonious, corresponding,  

agreeing, agreeable, congruous. 
crushing: (adj) overpowering, 

overwhelming, destructive; (n) 
grinding, quelling, stifling, 
suppression, flattening, pressure; (v) 
shatter; (adv) crushingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, wonderful. 

discard: (n, v) scrap, dump; (v) chuck, 
dismiss, throw away, cast off, 
displace, fling, get rid of, cast aside, 
ditch. ANTONYMS: (v) retain, hold, 
cherish, accept, cover, support. 

floundering: (adj) awkward, 
maladroit, purposeless. 

greed: (n) cupidity, covetousness, 
avariciousness, desire, appetite, 
rapacity, voracity, voraciousness, 
gluttony, stinginess, insatiability. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
temperance. 

morals: (n) ethics, moral, light, 
hedonism, ethical motive, conscience, 
motivation, motive, need, behavior, 
moral philosophy. 
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allies as doubtful as Napoleon III, and robberies with violence on a very 
extensive scale. As long as he could argue that his opponents were wicked, he 
could join in robbing and killing them without a qualm; but it might happen 
that the good were robbed. Education insisted on finding a moral foundation for 
robbery. He could hope to begin life in the character of no animal more moral 
than a monkey unless he could satisfy himself when and why robbery and 
murder were a virtue and duty. Education founded on mere self-interest was 
merely Guelph and Ghibelline over again—Machiavelli translated into 
American.%

Luckily for him he had a sister much brighter than he ever was—though he 
thought himself a rather superior person—who after marrying Charles Kuhn, of 
Philadelphia, had come to Italy, and, like all good Americans and English, was 
hotly Italian. In July, 1859, she was at Thun in Switzerland, and there Henry 
Adams joined them. Women have, commonly, a very positive moral sense; that 
which they will, is right; that which they reject, is wrong; and their will, in most 
cases, ends by settling the moral. Mrs. Kuhn had a double superiority. She not 
only adored Italy, but she cordially disliked Germany in all its varieties. She saw 
no gain in helping her brother to be Germanized, and she wanted him much to 
be civilized. She was the first young woman he was ever intimate with—quick, 
sensitive, wilful, or full of will, energetic, sympathetic and intelligent enough to 
supply a score of men with ideas—and he was delighted to give her the reins—to 
let her drive him where she would. It was his first experiment in giving the reins 
to a woman, and he was so much pleased with the results that he never wanted 
to take them back. In after life he made a general law of experience—no woman 
had ever driven him wrong; no man had ever driven him right. 

Nothing would satisfy Mrs. Kuhn but to go to the seat of war as soon as the 
armistice was declared. Wild as the idea seemed, nothing was easier. The party 
crossed the St. Gothard and reached Milan, picturesque with every sort of 
uniform and every sign of war. To young Adams this first plunge into Italy 
passed Beethoven as a piece of accidental education. Like music, it differed from 
other education in being, not a means of pursuing life, but one of the ends 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adored: (adj) loved, respected, 
precious, idolized, idolised, 
acclaimed, blessed, favorite, dearly 
loved, beloved, venerated. 

armistice: (n) ceasefire, treaty, cease-
fire, ceasefire agreement, peace. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dispute, fight, war.

civilized: (adj) civil, refined, polite, 
civilised, cultivated, educated, 
courteous, urbane, kind, gentle, 
genteel. ANTONYMS: (adj) uncouth, 
noncivilized, discourteous, loutish,  

rude, inhumane, wild. 
cordially: (adv) warmly, genially, 

kindly, sincerely, heartfeltly, 
ardently, friendly, jovially, earnestly, 
affectionately, harmoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
frostily. 

hotly: (adv) heatedly, passionately, 
fervidly, fervently, pepperily, 
sultrily, intensely, sharply, torridly; 
(adj, adv) violently, vehemently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) impassively,  

mildly. 
kuhn: (n) Richard Kuhn. 
qualm: (n) misgiving, doubt, nausea, 

distrust, compunction, uncertainty, 
regret, hesitation, apprehension, fear; 
(adj, n) suspicion. 

robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing 
freebootery; (n) theft. 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent. 

 

  



Henry Adams 89

attained. Further, on these lines, one could not go. It had but one defect—that of 
attainment. Life had no richer impression to give; it offers barely half-a-dozen 
such, and the intervals seem long. Exactly what they teach would puzzle a Berlin 
jurist; yet they seem to have an economic value, since most people would decline 
to part with even their faded memories except at a valuation ridiculously 
extravagant. They were also what men pay most for; but one’s ideas become 
hopelessly mixed in trying to reduce such forms of education to a standard of 
exchangeable value, and, as in political economy, one had best disregard 
altogether what cannot be stated in equivalents. The proper equivalent of 
pleasure is pain, which is also a form of education.%

Not satisfied with Milan, Mrs. Kuhn insisted on invading the enemy’s 
country, and the carriage was chartered for Innsbruck by way of the Stelvio Pass. 
The Valtellina, as the carriage drove up it, showed war. Garibaldi’s Cacciatori 
were the only visible inhabitants. No one could say whether the pass was open, 
but in any case no carriage had yet crossed. At the inns the handsome young 
officers in command of the detachments were delighted to accept invitations to 
dinner and to talk all the evening of their battles to the charming patriot who 
sparkled with interest and flattery, but not one of them knew whether their 
enemies, the abhorred Austrian Jagers, would let the travellers through their 
lines. As a rule, gaiety was not the character failing in any party that Mrs. Kuhn 
belonged to, but when at last, after climbing what was said to be the finest 
carriage-pass in Europe, the carriage turned the last shoulder, where the glacier 
of the Ortler Spitze tumbled its huge mass down upon the road, even Mrs. Kuhn 
gasped when she was driven directly up to the barricade and stopped by the 
double line of sentries stretching on either side up the mountains, till the flash of 
the gun barrels was lost in the flash of the snow. For accidental education the 
picture had its value. The earliest of these pictures count for most, as first 
impressions must, and Adams never afterwards cared much for landscape 
education, except perhaps in the tropics for the sake of the contrast. As 
education, that chapter, too, was read, and set aside. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abhorred: (adj) disgusted, unpopular. 
barricade: (n, v) barrier, blockade, 

barricado; (v) block, obstruct, hinder, 
dam; (n) obstruction, fence, rampart, 
hurdle. ANTONYMS: (n) opening; (v) 
open, expose, assist. 

exchangeable: (adj) convertible, 
similar, translatable, replaceable, 
changeable, commutable, 
standardised, redeemable, 
standardized, transposable, 
reciprocal. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

incompatible, inconvertible. 
gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 

exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, 
misery, sadness. 

glacier: (n) alpine glacier. 
invading: (adj) invade, incursive, 

attacking, impertinent, abhorrent, 
abusive, aggressive, assailant, 
disgusting, disagreeable, distasteful. 

jurist: (n) recorder, justice, justiciary,  

legist, legal expert, magistrate, 
advocate, lawyer, doge, jurisconsult, 
publicist. 

ridiculously: (adv) absurdly, 
preposterously, idiotically, silly, 
stupidly, farcically, nonsensically, 
laughably, comically, derisorily, 
foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
impressively, solemnly, sensitively, 
rationally. 

tropics: (n) climatic zone, Torrid Zone. 
tumbled: (adj) disordered. 
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The handsome blond officers of the Jagers were not to be beaten in courtesy 
by the handsome young olive-toned officers of the Cacciatori. The eternal 
woman as usual, when she is young, pretty, and engaging, had her way, and the 
barricade offered no resistance. In fifteen minutes the carriage was rolling down 
to Mals, swarming with German soldiers and German fleas, worse than the 
Italian; and German language, thought, and atmosphere, of which young 
Adams, thanks to his glimpse of Italy, never again felt quite the old confident 
charm.%

Yet he could talk to his cabman and conscientiously did his cathedrals, his 
Rhine, and whatever his companions suggested. Faithful to his self-contracted 
scheme of passing two winters in study of the Civil Law, he went back to 
Dresden with a letter to the Frau Hofrathin von Reichenbach, in whose house 
Lowell and other Americans had pursued studies more or less serious. In those 
days, “The Initials” was a new book. The charm which its clever author had 
laboriously woven over Munich gave also a certain reflected light to Dresden. 
Young Adams had nothing to do but take fencing-lessons, visit the galleries and 
go to the theatre; but his social failure in the line of “The Initials,” was 
humiliating and he succumbed to it. The Frau Hofrathin herself was sometimes 
roused to huge laughter at the total discomfiture and helplessness of the young 
American in the face of her society. Possibly an education may be the wider and 
the richer for a large experience of the world; Raphael Pumpelly and Clarence 
King, at about the same time, were enriching their education by a picturesque 
intimacy with the manners of the Apaches and Digger Indians. All experience is 
an arch, to build upon. Yet Adams admitted himself unable to guess what use his 
second winter in Germany was to him, or what he expected it to be. Even the 
doctrine of accidental education broke down. There were no accidents in 
Dresden. As soon as the winter was over, he closed and locked the German door 
with a long breath of relief, and took the road to Italy. He had then pursued his 
education, as it pleased him, for eighteen months, and in spite of the infinite 
variety of new impressions which had packed themselves into his mind, he knew 
no more, for his practical purposes, than the day he graduated. He had made no 
step towards a profession. He was as ignorant as a schoolboy of society. He was 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

companions: (n) circle, entourage, 
people. 

conscientiously: (adv) carefully, 
thoroughly, painstakingly, faithfully, 
religiously, meticulously, dutifully, 
assiduously, closely, diligently, 
industriously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresponsibly, hastily. 

discomfiture: (n) embarrassment, 
confusion, perturbation, discomfort, 
discomfit, disconcertion, 
discomposure, humiliation,  

consternation; (adj) rebuff, rout. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
honor. 

enriching: (n) enrichment; (v) enrich; 
(adj) uplifting, educational, inspiring, 
elevating, edifying, artistic, 
enlightening. 

fleas: (n) order Siphonaptera, vermin, 
Siphonaptera. 

laboriously: (adv) painstakingly, 
toilsomely, toughly, onerously, 
arduously, strenuously, heavily,  

painfully, stiffly, diligently, hard. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) briskly, easily. 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested. 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 
maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony. 

woven: (adj) plaited. 
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unfit for any career in Europe, and unfitted for any career in America, and he 
had not natural intelligence enough to see what a mess he had thus far made of 
his education.%

By twisting life to follow accidental and devious paths, one might perhaps 
find some use for accidental and devious knowledge, but this had been no part 
of Henry Adams’s plan when he chose the path most admired by the best judges, 
and followed it till he found it led nowhere. Nothing had been further from his 
mind when he started in November, 1858, than to become a tourist, but a mere 
tourist, and nothing else, he had become in April, 1860, when he joined his sister 
in Florence. His father had been in the right. The young man felt a little sore 
about it. Supposing his father asked him, on his return, what equivalent he had 
brought back for the time and money put into his experiment! The only possible 
answer would be: “Sir, I am a tourist! “ 

The answer was not what he had meant it to be, and he was not likely to 
better it by asking his father, in turn, what equivalent his brothers or cousins or 
friends at home had got out of the same time and money spent in Boston. All 
they had put into the law was certainly thrown away, but were they happier in 
science? In theory one might say, with some show of proof, that a pure, scientific 
education was alone correct; yet many of his friends who took it, found reason to 
complain that it was anything but a pure, scientific world in which they lived. 

Meanwhile his father had quite enough perplexities of his own, without 
seeking more in his son’s errors. His Quincy district had sent him to Congress, 
and in the spring of 1860 he was in the full confusion of nominating candidates 
for the Presidential election in November. He supported Mr. Seward. The 
Republican Party was an unknown force, and the Democratic Party was torn to 
pieces. No one could see far into the future. Fathers could blunder as well as 
sons, and, in 1860, every one was conscious of being dragged along paths much 
less secure than those of the European tourist. For the time, the young man was 
safe from interference, and went on his way with a light heart to take whatever 
chance fragments of education God or the devil was pleased to give him, for he 
knew no longer the good from the bad. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accidental: (adj) casual, unintentional, 
adventitious, unintended, incidental, 
chance, random, unforeseen, 
unexpected, contingent, haphazard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
designed, intended, planned, 
premeditated. 

blunder: (n, v) mistake, stumble, slip, 
botch; (adj, n) fault; (n) error, gaffe, 
trip; (v) fail, fumble; (adj, n, v) miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) succeed, correct, 
accomplish, achieve; (n) achievement.

devious: (adj) shifty, circuitous, 
indirect, roundabout, fraudulent, 
insincere, crafty, oblique, sly, 
untrustworthy, errant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) open, straight, aboveboard, 
straightforward, trustworthy, direct, 
candid, principled, unbent, unbowed, 
truthful. 

nominating: (v) nominate; (adv) 
nominately; (n) nomination, 
appointment, assignment, 
designation, naming. 

pieces: (n) debris, trash. 
twisting: (adj) tortuous, winding, 

sinuous, crooked, zigzag, 
meandering; (n) distortion, turn, spin, 
torsion, overrefinement. 

unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 
inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
(adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 
competent; (v) qualify. 
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He had of both sorts more than he knew how to use. Perhaps the most useful 
purpose he set himself to serve was that of his pen, for he wrote long letters, 
during the next three months, to his brother Charles, which his brother caused to 
be printed in the Boston Courier; and the exercise was good for him. He had little 
to say, and said it not very well, but that mattered less. The habit of expression 
leads to the search for something to express. Something remains as a residuum 
of the commonplace itself, if one strikes out every commonplace in the 
expression. Young men as a rule saw little in Italy, or anywhere else, and in after 
life when Adams began to learn what some men could see, he shrank into 
corners of shame at the thought that he should have betrayed his own inferiority 
as though it were his pride, while he invited his neighbors to measure and 
admire; but it was still the nearest approach he had yet made to an intelligent 
act.%

For the rest, Italy was mostly an emotion and the emotion naturally centred 
in Rome. The American parent, curiously enough, while bitterly hostile to Paris, 
seemed rather disposed to accept Rome as legitimate education, though abused; 
but to young men seeking education in a serious spirit, taking for granted that 
everything had a cause, and that nature tended to an end, Rome was altogether 
the most violent vice in the world, and Rome before 1870 was seductive beyond 
resistance. The month of May, 1860, was divine. No doubt other young men, and 
occasionally young women, have passed the month of May in Rome since then, 
and conceive that the charm continues to exist. Possibly it does—in them—but in 
1860 the lights and shadows were still mediaeval, and mediaeval Rome was 
alive; the shadows breathed and glowed, full of soft forms felt by lost senses. No 
sand-blast of science had yet skinned off the epidermis of history, thought, and 
feeling. The pictures were uncleaned, the churches unrestored, the ruins 
unexcavated. Mediaeval Rome was sorcery. Rome was the worst spot on earth to 
teach nineteenth-century youth what to do with a twentieth-century world. 
One’s emotions in Rome were one’s private affair, like one’s glass of absinthe 
before dinner in the Palais Royal; they must be hurtful, else they could not have 
been so intense; and they were surely immoral, for no one, priest or politician, 
could honestly read in the ruins of Rome any other certain lesson than that they 
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absinthe: (n) wormwood, artemisia 
absinthium, cordial, liqueur, common 
wormwood, old man. 

breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, 
breathing, aphonic. 

corners: (adj) cornered. 
epidermis: (n) scarfskin, outer skin, 

skin, epithelium, epiderm, stratum, 
coat, mantle, periostracum, pelt, 
carapace. 

residuum: (n) remainder, residue, 
residual, rest, draff, end, difference,  

balance, eternal rest; (adj) caput 
mortuum, sprue. 

seductive: (adj) enticing, tempting, 
alluring, inviting, desirable, sexy, 
irresistible, persuasive, charming, 
fascinating; (adj, v) seducing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) repulsive. 

senses: (adj) sober senses, sound mind; 
(n) reason, mind, conception, 
consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
mother wit, right mind, sanity. 

shadows: (n) dark, darkness, night,  

dimness, dusk, fogginess, mistiness, 
gloom, cloudiness. ANTONYM: (n) 
brightness. 

shrank: (v) minify. 
skinned: (adj) scraped, dartos, 

frustrated, raw, scratched, sensitive, 
sore, tender, painful. 

sorcery: (n) charm, incantation, 
witchcraft, enchantment, black 
magic, magic, diabolism, 
necromancy, black art, witchery, 
diablerie. 
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were evidence of the just judgments of an outraged God against all the doings of 
man. This moral unfitted young men for every sort of useful activity; it made 
Rome a gospel of anarchy and vice; the last place under the sun for educating the 
young; yet it was, by common consent, the only spot that the young—of either 
sex and every race—passionately, perversely, wickedly loved.%

Boys never see a conclusion; only on the edge of the grave can man conclude 
anything; but the first impulse given to the boy is apt to lead or drive him for the 
rest of his life into conclusion after conclusion that he never dreamed of reaching. 
One looked idly enough at the Forum or at St. Peter’s, but one never forgot the 
look, and it never ceased reacting. To a young Bostonian, fresh from Germany, 
Rome seemed a pure emotion, quite free from economic or actual values, and he 
could not in reason or common sense foresee that it was mechanically piling up 
conundrum after conundrum in his educational path, which seemed 
unconnected but that he had got to connect; that seemed insoluble but had got to 
be somehow solved. Rome was not a beetle to be dissected and dropped; not a 
bad French novel to be read in a railway train and thrown out of the window 
after other bad French novels, the morals of which could never approach the 
immorality of Roman history. Rome was actual; it was England; it was going to 
be America. Rome could not be fitted into an orderly, middle-class, Bostonian, 
systematic scheme of evolution. No law of progress applied to it. Not even time-
sequences—the last refuge of helpless historians—had value for it. The Forum no 
more led to the Vatican than the Vatican to the Forum. Rienzi, Garibaldi, Tiberius 
Gracchus, Aurelian might be mixed up in any relation of time, along with a 
thousand more, and never lead to a sequence. The great word Evolution had not 
yet, in 1860, made a new religion of history, but the old religion had preached the 
same doctrine for a thousand years without finding in the entire history of Rome 
anything but flat contradiction. 

Of course both priests and evolutionists bitterly denied this heresy, but what 
they affirmed or denied in 1860 had very little importance indeed for 1960. 
Anarchy lost no ground meanwhile. The problem became only the more 
fascinating. Probably it was more vital in May, 1860, than it had been in October, 
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conundrum: (n) enigma, puzzle, 
problem, mystery, brainteaser, 
charade, puzzler, logogriph, teaser, 
rebus, poser. 

dissected: (adj) compound, 
compounder, cloven, bisulcate. 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job. 

immorality: (n) iniquity, degeneracy, 
corruption, evil, vice, sin, evilness,  

wickedness, debauchery, devilry, 
wrong. ANTONYMS: (n) 
righteousness, decency, piety, 
morality, restraint, honesty, good. 

insoluble: (adj) inextricable, 
insolvable, irresoluble, unsolvable, 
indiscerptible, inaccessible, 
indissolvable, indivisible, 
inexplicable, hopeless, firm. 

perversely: (adv) obstinately, 
refractorily, stubbornly, pervertedly, 
contrariwise, waywardly, wickedly,  

badly, willfully, kinkily, naughtily. 
piling: (n) pile, stacking, pillar, spile, 

heap, buttress, caking, stack, stilt, 
cumulus, mess. 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently. 
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1764, when the idea of writing the Decline and Fall of the city first started to the 
mind of Gibbon, “in the close of the evening, as I sat musing in the Church of the 
Zoccolanti or Franciscan Friars, while they were singing Vespers in the Temple 
of Jupiter, on the ruins of the Capitol.” Murray’s Handbook had the grace to 
quote this passage from Gibbon’s “Autobiography,” which led Adams more than 
once to sit at sunset on the steps of the Church of Santa Maria di Ara Coeli, 
curiously wondering that not an inch had been gained by Gibbon—or all the 
historians since—towards explaining the Fall. The mystery remained unsolved; 
the charm remained intact. Two great experiments of Western civilization had 
left there the chief monuments of their failure, and nothing proved that the city 
might not still survive to express the failure of a third.%

The young man had no idea what he was doing. The thought of posing for a 
Gibbon never entered his mind. He was a tourist, even to the depths of his sub-
consciousness, and it was well for him that he should be nothing else, for even 
the greatest of men cannot sit with dignity, “in the close of evening, among the 
ruins of the Capitol,” unless they have something quite original to say about it. 
Tacitus could do it; so could Michael Angelo; and so, at a pinch, could Gibbon, 
though in figure hardly heroic; but, in sum, none of them could say very much 
more than the tourist, who went on repeating to himself the eternal question:—
Why! Why!! Why!!!—as his neighbor, the blind beggar, might do, sitting next 
him, on the church steps. No one ever had answered the question to the 
satisfaction of any one else; yet every one who had either head or heart, felt that 
sooner or later he must make up his mind what answer to accept. Substitute the 
word America for the word Rome, and the question became personal. 

Perhaps Henry learned something in Rome, though he never knew it, and 
never sought it. Rome dwarfs teachers. The greatest men of the age scarcely bore 
the test of posing with Rome for a background. Perhaps Garibaldi—possibly 
even Cavour—could have sat “in the close of the evening, among the ruins of the 
Capitol,” but one hardly saw Napoleon III there, or Palmerston or Tennyson or 
Longfellow. One morning, Adams happened to be chatting in the studio of 
Hamilton Wilde, when a middle-aged Englishman came in, evidently excited, 
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beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver. 

explaining: (n) amplification, 
illumination, clearing up, defense. 

heroic: (adj) courageous, brave, 
fearless, chivalrous, dauntless, 
valiant, grand, intrepid, gallant, 
impressive, heroical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearful, normal, despicable, 
lowly. 

musing: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) 
meditation, consideration, reflection, 
rumination, reverie, thought, 
cogitation. 

neighbor: (v) abut, adjoin, populate, 
touch; (n) acquaintance, 
neighborhood, national; (adj) 
neighborly, neighbouring, 
neighboring, adjacent. ANTONYM: 
(n) foreigner. 

pinch: (n, v) nip, arrest, twinge,  

squeeze; (n) emergency, crisis, 
exigency; (v) compress, lift, wring, 
constrict. 

posing: (n) pretense, pose, movement, 
pretentiousness, pretension, 
posturing, move, motion, airs, acting, 
sitting. ANTONYM: (n) honesty. 

sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 
twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak. 
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and told of the shock he had just received, when riding near the Circus Maximus, 
at coming unexpectedly on the guillotine, where some criminal had been put to 
death an hour or two before. The sudden surprise had quite overcome him; and 
Adams, who seldom saw the point of a story till time had blunted it, listened 
sympathetically to learn what new form of grim horror had for the moment 
wiped out the memory of two thousand years of Roman bloodshed, or the 
consolation, derived from history and statistics, that most citizens of Rome 
seemed to be the better for guillotining. Only by slow degrees, he grappled the 
conviction that the victim of the shock was Robert Browning; and, on the 
background of the Circus Maximus, the Christian martyrs flaming as torches, 
and the morning’s murderer on the block, Browning seemed rather in place, as a 
middle-aged gentlemanly English Pippa Passes; while afterwards, in the light of 
Belgravia dinner-tables, he never made part of his background except by 
effacement. Browning might have sat with Gibbon, among the ruins, and few 
Romans would have smiled.%

Yet Browning never revealed the poetic depths of Saint Francis; William 
Story could not touch the secret of Michael Angelo, and Mommsen hardly said 
all that one felt by instinct in the lives of Cicero and Caesar. They taught what, as 
a rule, needed no teaching, the lessons of a rather cheap imagination and cheaper 
politics. Rome was a bewildering complex of ideas, experiments, ambitions, 
energies; without her, the Western world was pointless and fragmentary; she 
gave heart and unity to it all; yet Gibbon might have gone on for the whole 
century, sitting among the ruins of the Capitol, and no one would have passed, 
capable of telling him what it meant. Perhaps it meant nothing. 

So it ended; the happiest month of May that life had yet offered, fading 
behind the present, and probably beyond the past, somewhere into abstract time, 
grotesquely out of place with the Berlin scheme or a Boston future. Adams 
explained to himself that he was absorbing knowledge. He would have put it 
better had he said that knowledge was absorbing him. He was passive. In spite of 
swarming impressions he knew no more when he left Rome than he did when he 
entered it. As a marketable object, his value was less. His next step went far to 
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blunted: (adj) dulled, rounded, beaten, 
benumbed, dunted, duller. 

effacement: (n) obliteration, erasion, 
withdrawal, extinguishment, 
cancellation, extinction, deletion. 

fading: (n) attenuation, bleaching, 
discoloration, disappearance, 
evaporation, colour fading, decay; 
(adj) disappearing, paling, 
weakening, decaying. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thriving, increasing, growing. 

fragmentary: (adj) broken, scrappy,  

incomplete, partial, fragmental, 
unfinished, odd, fractionary, 
inconsiderable, fragmented; (adj, adv) 
piecemeal. ANTONYM: (adj) entire. 

gentlemanly: (adj) courteous, polite, 
chivalrous, refined, gallant, suave, 
mannerly, genteel, gentle, well-bred; 
(n) gentleman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, unbecoming. 

grotesquely: (adv) monstrously, 
ludicrously, unnaturally, anticly, 
funnily, hideously, ridiculously,  

bizarrely, fantasticly, fantastically, 
drolly. 

guillotine: (n) trimmer, block, ax, 
closure by compartment, cutter, gag 
rule; (v) decapitate, cut, execute, kill, 
murder. 

guillotining: (n) execution. 
marketable: (adj) merchantable, 

saleable, salable, vendible, 
interchangeable, in demand, sought 
after, wanted, liquid, trafficable, 
realizable. 
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convince him that accidental education, whatever its economical return might be, 
was prodigiously successful as an object in itself. Everything conspired to ruin 
his sound scheme of life, and to make him a vagrant as well as pauper. He went 
on to Naples, and there, in the hot June, heard rumors that Garibaldi and his 
thousand were about to attack Palermo. Calling on the American Minister, 
Chandler of Pennsylvania, he was kindly treated, not for his merit, but for his 
name, and Mr. Chandler amiably consented to send him to the seat of war as 
bearer of despatches to Captain Palmer of the American sloop of war Iroquois. 
Young Adams seized the chance, and went to Palermo in a government transport 
filled with fleas, commanded by a charming Prince Caracciolo.%

He told all about it to the Boston Courier; where the narrative probably exists 
to this day, unless the files of the Courier have wholly perished; but of its 
bearing on education the Courier did not speak. He himself would have much 
liked to know whether it had any bearing whatever, and what was its value as a 
post-graduate course. Quite apart from its value as life attained, realized, 
capitalized, it had also a certain value as a lesson in something, though Adams 
could never classify the branch of study. Loosely, the tourist called it knowledge 
of men, but it was just the reverse; it was knowledge of one’s ignorance of men. 
Captain Palmer of the Iroquois, who was a friend of the young man’s uncle, 
Sydney Brooks, took him with the officers of the ship to make an evening call on 
Garibaldi, whom they found in the Senate House towards sunset, at supper with 
his picturesque and piratic staff, in the full noise and color of the Palermo 
revolution. As a spectacle, it belonged to Rossini and the Italian opera, or to 
Alexandre Dumas at the least, but the spectacle was not its educational side. 
Garibaldi left the table, and, sitting down at the window, had a few words of talk 
with Captain Palmer and young Adams. At that moment, in the summer of 1860, 
Garibaldi was certainly the most serious of the doubtful energies in the world; 
the most essential to gauge rightly. Even then society was dividing between 
banker and anarchist. One or the other, Garibaldi must serve. Himself a typical 
anarchist, sure to overshadow Europe and alarm empires bigger than Naples, his 
success depended on his mind; his energy was beyond doubt. 
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amiably: (adv) kindly, affably, 
graciously, decently, courteously, 
thoughtfully, cordially, lovelily, in a 
friendly way, favorably, pleasantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unkindly, 
disagreeably. 

anarchist: (n) rebel, nihilist, anarch, 
terrorist, revolutionary, mutineer; 
(adj, n) radical; (adj) demagogue, 
anarchical, anarchic, mutinous. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist; (adj) 
conventional. 

overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 
outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; (adj) 
overcast. 

pauper: (n) poor man, mumper, bum, 
poor person, starveling; (adj) poor, 
indigent, penniless; (v) bust, fold. 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed. 

piratic: (adj) thieving. 

prodigiously: (adv) astonishingly, 
enormously, immensely, vastly, 
marvelously, exceptionally, 
colossally, largely, wonderfully, 
hugely, tremendously. 

sloop: (n) raceabout, knockabout, 
smack, boat, yawl, hoy, buss, cat, 
clipper, corvette, cutter. 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, itinerant, 
Peripatetic, rambling; (n) tramp, 
hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) unsettled, 
erratic. ANTONYM: (n) resident. 
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Adams had the chance to look this sphinx in the eyes, and, for five minutes, 
to watch him like a wild animal, at the moment of his greatest achievement and 
most splendid action. One saw a quiet-featured, quiet-voiced man in a red 
flannel shirt; absolutely impervious; a type of which Adams knew nothing. 
Sympathetic it was, and one felt that it was simple; one suspected even that it 
might be childlike, but could form no guess of its intelligence. In his own eyes 
Garibaldi might be a Napoleon or a Spartacus; in the hands of Cavour he might 
become a Condottiere; in the eyes of history he might, like the rest of the world, 
be only the vigorous player in the game he did not understand. The student was 
none the wiser.%

This compound nature of patriot and pirate had illumined Italian history 
from the beginning, and was no more intelligible to itself than to a young 
American who had no experience in double natures. In the end, if the 
“Autobiography” tells truth, Garibaldi saw and said that he had not understood 
his own acts; that he had been an instrument; that he had served the purposes of 
the class he least wanted to help; yet in 1860 he thought himself the revolution 
anarchic, Napoleonic, and his ambition was unbounded. What should a young 
Bostonian have made of a character like this, internally alive with childlike 
fancies, and externally quiet, simple, almost innocent; uttering with apparent 
conviction the usual commonplaces of popular politics that all politicians use as 
the small change of their intercourse with the public; but never betraying a 
thought? 

Precisely this class of mind was to be the toughest problem of Adams’s 
practical life, but he could never make anything of it. The lesson of Garibaldi, as 
education, seemed to teach the extreme complexity of extreme simplicity; but one 
could have learned this from a glow-worm. One did not need the vivid 
recollection of the low-voiced, simple-mannered, seafaring captain of Genoese 
adventurers and Sicilian brigands, supping in the July heat and Sicilian dirt and 
revolutionary clamor, among the barricaded streets of insurgent Palermo, 
merely in order to remember that simplicity is complex. 
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anarchic: (adj) chaotic, anarchical, 
disorganized, anarchist, anarchistic, 
muddled, nonconformist, out of 
control, unusual, personal, 
intractable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
orthodox, biddable, orderly. 

barricaded: (adj) blockaded. 
betraying: (adj) treacherous, revealing, 

Judas. 
clamor: (n, v) outcry, cry, clamour, 

hullabaloo, roar, shout; (n) noise, 
racket, uproar, exclamation, hubbub. 

ANTONYMS: (n) silence, serenity, 
tranquility; (v) whisper, mutter. 

fancies: (n) stock. 
flannel: (n) washcloth, cloth, face 

cloth, pants, trousers, flannelette, 
white, tweed, gabardine; (v) blanket, 
fur. 

insurgent: (adj, n) radical, incendiary; 
(adj) lawless, rebellious, mutinous, 
seditious, insubordinate; (n) 
anarchist, insurrectionist, 
revolutionary, mutineer.  

ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist; (adj) loyal, 
content, conventional. 

seafaring: (n) sailing, navigation, 
boating, cabotage, travelling; (adj) 
marine, naval, maritime, seagoing, 
oceangoing, sea. 

sphinx: (adj) phoenix, hydra; (n) 
monitor, Tiresias, statue, enigma, 
mythical monster, Cassandra, 
Minotaur, mystery, mythical 
creature. 

supping: (n) eating. 
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Adams left the problem as he found it, and came north to stumble over 
others, less picturesque but nearer. He squandered two or three months on Paris. 
From the first he had avoided Paris, and had wanted no French influence in his 
education. He disapproved of France in the lump. A certain knowledge of the 
language one must have; enough to order dinner and buy a theatre ticket; but 
more he did not seek. He disliked the Empire and the Emperor particularly, but 
this was a trifle; he disliked most the French mind. To save himself the trouble of 
drawing up a long list of all that he disliked, he disapproved of the whole, once 
for all, and shut them figuratively out of his life. France was not serious, and he 
was not serious in going there.%

He did this in good faith, obeying the lessons his teachers had taught him; 
but the curious result followed that, being in no way responsible for the French 
and sincerely disapproving them, he felt quite at liberty to enjoy to the full 
everything he disapproved. Stated thus crudely, the idea sounds derisive; but, as 
a matter of fact, several thousand Americans passed much of their time there on 
this understanding. They sought to take share in every function that was open to 
approach, as they sought tickets to the opera, because they were not a part of it. 
Adams did like the rest. All thought of serious education had long vanished. He 
tried to acquire a few French idioms, without even aspiring to master a 
subjunctive, but he succeeded better in acquiring a modest taste for Bordeaux 
and Burgundy and one or two sauces; for the Trois Freres Provencaux and 
Voisin’s and Philippe’s and the Cafe Anglais; for the Palais Royal Theatre, and 
the Varietes and the Gymnase; for the Brohans and Bressant, Rose Cheri and Gil 
Perez, and other lights of the stage. His friends were good to him. Life was 
amusing. Paris rapidly became familiar. In a month or six weeks he forgot even 
to disapprove of it; but he studied nothing, entered no society, and made no 
acquaintance. Accidental education went far in Paris, and one picked up a deal 
of knowledge that might become useful; perhaps, after all, the three months 
passed there might serve better purpose than the twenty-one months passed 
elsewhere; but he did not intend it—did not think it—and looked at it as a 
momentary and frivolous vacation before going home to fit himself for life. 
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aspiring: (adj) aspirant, wishful, 
enterprising, envious, desirous, 
coming; (v) aspire, vaulting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) desperate. 

disapprove: (v) deprecate, object, 
blame, repudiate, censure, disallow, 
reject, turn down, refuse, 
discountenance, deny. ANTONYMS: 
(v) approve, endorse, accept, 
embrace, praise, agree, sanction, pass.

disapproving: (adj) critical, 
unfavorable, severe, disapprove,  

serious, reproachful, reproving, 
unconstructive, dim, depressing, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
complimentary, affectionate, hopeful, 
cordial, admiring, favorable, 
constructive. 

figuratively: (adv) allegorically, 
symbolically, tropically, typically, 
representatively, parabolically, 
parabolicly, flowerily, symbolicly, 
floridly, figurally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
factually. 

obeying: (adv) under. 
squandered: (adj) wasted, dissipated, 

emaciated, devastated, dissolute, 
diminished, desolated, desolate, 
cadaverous; (v) bewildered, 
employed ineffectually. 

subjunctive: (n) mode, mood, 
modality; (v) suppletory. 

went: (v) walked, proceeded. 
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Therewith, after staying as long as he could and spending all the money he 
dared, he started with mixed emotions but no education, for home.%
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education: (n) discipline, instruction, 
teaching, cultivation, breeding, 
school, culture, nurture, knowledge, 
background, learning. ANTONYM: 
(n) illiteracy. 

emotions: (n) reputation, emotion, 
feeling, temperament, personality, 
character, disposition, breast, bosom.

long: (v) yearn, desire, hanker, 
languish, ache, wish; (adj, n) 
extensive; (n, v) hunger; (adj) 
extended, lengthy; (n) length.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) short, brief, 
concise. 

mixed: (adj) miscellaneous, composite, 
assorted, heterogeneous, medley, 
integrated, impure, amalgamated, 
motley, diverse; (adj, v) mingled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) homogeneous, 
pure, insular, uniform, limited. 

money: (n) currency, capital, kale, 
funds, means, lucre, assets, legal 
tender, pelf, cash, dough. 

spending: (n) expense, outlay,  

disbursement, outgo, expenses, 
disbursal, outgoings, expenditures, 
use, expending, pay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) income, conservation. 

started: (adv) happening, in progress, 
ongoing; (v) stert, leaped. 

staying: (n) stays, arrest; (adj) 
continual, old, left. 
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CHAPTER  V I I  

 
TREASON  ( 1860 -1861 )  

 
 

WHEN, forty years afterwards, Henry Adams looked back over his 
adventures in search of knowledge, he asked himself whether fortune or fate had 
ever dealt its cards quite so wildly to any of his known antecessors as when it led 
him to begin the study of law and to vote for Abraham Lincoln on the same 
day.%

He dropped back on Quincy like a lump of lead; he rebounded like a football, 
tossed into space by an unknown energy which played with all his generation as 
a cat plays with mice. The simile is none too strong. Not one man in America 
wanted the Civil War, or expected or intended it. A small minority wanted 
secession. The vast majority wanted to go on with their occupations in peace. Not 
one, however clever or learned, guessed what happened. Possibly a few 
Southern loyalists in despair might dream it as an impossible chance; but none 
planned it. 

As for Henry Adams, fresh from Europe and chaos of another sort, he 
plunged at once into a lurid atmosphere of politics, quite heedless of any 
education or forethought. His past melted away. The prodigal was welcomed 
home, but not even his father asked a malicious question about the Pandects. At 
the utmost, he hinted at some shade of prodigality by quietly inviting his son to 
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forethought: (n) caution, care, forecast, 
anticipation, deliberation, 
premeditation, precaution, counsel, 
circumspection, consideration, 
discretion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hindsight, unpreparedness, neglect, 
impulsiveness, carelessness. 

heedless: (adj) careless, reckless, 
inattentive, neglectful, negligent, 
thoughtless, rash, regardless, 
unwary, indifferent; (adj, v) wanton. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) heedful, attentive, 

mindful, conscientious, prudent, 
careful, cautious. 

malicious: (adj) evil, vicious, 
venomous, spiteful, unkind, cruel, 
poisonous, mean, mischievous, 
pernicious, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
kind, harmless, kindhearted, loving, 
unmalicious, compassionate, good, 
merciful, pleasant, provoked. 

prodigal: (adj) extravagant, 
improvident, generous, lavish, 
wasteful, excessive, exuberant,  

liberal, profuse, dissipated; (adj, n) 
profligate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
economical, cautious. 

prodigality: (n) dissipation, 
lavishness, squander, waste, 
exuberance, plenty, abundance, 
excess, extravagancy, improvidence, 
profligacy. 

simile: (n) figure of speech, analogy, 
comparison, compare, resemblance, 
likeness, similarity, allegory, 
similitude, parable; (adj) metalepsis. 
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act as private secretary during the winter in Washington, as though any young 
man who could afford to throw away two winters on the Civil Law could afford 
to read Blackstone for another winter without a master. The young man was 
beyond satire, and asked only a pretext for throwing all education to the east 
wind. November at best is sad, and November at Quincy had been from earliest 
childhood the least gay of seasons. Nowhere else does the uncharitable autumn 
wreak its spite so harshly on the frail wreck of the grasshopper summer; yet 
even a Quincy November seemed temperate before the chill of a Boston 
January.%

This was saying much, for the November of 1860 at Quincy stood apart from 
other memories as lurid beyond description. Although no one believed in civil 
war, the air reeked of it, and the Republicans organized their clubs and parades 
as Wide-Awakes in a form military in all things except weapons. Henry reached 
home in time to see the last of these processions, stretching in ranks of torches 
along the hillside, file down through the November night; to the Old House, 
where Mr. Adams, their Member of Congress, received them, and, let them 
pretend what they liked, their air was not that of innocence. 

Profoundly ignorant, anxious, and curious, the young man packed his 
modest trunk again, which had not yet time to be unpacked, and started for 
Washington with his family. Ten years had passed since his last visit, but very 
little had changed. As in 1800 and 1850, so in 1860, the same rude colony was 
camped in the same forest, with the same unfinished Greek temples for work 
rooms, and sloughs for roads. The Government had an air of social instability 
and incompleteness that went far to support the right of secession in theory as in 
fact; but right or wrong, secession was likely to be easy where there was so little 
to secede from. The Union was a sentiment, but not much more, and in 
December, 1860, the sentiment about the Capitol was chiefly hostile, so far as it 
made itself felt. John Adams was better off in Philadelphia in 1776 than his great-
grandson Henry in 1860 in Washington. 

Patriotism ended by throwing a halo over the Continental Congress, but over 
the close of the Thirty-sixth Congress in 1860-61, no halo could be thrown by any 
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grasshopper: (n) goat, frog, chamois, 
orthopteron, orthopteran, cricket, 
locust, cocktail, acridid, flea. 

great-grandson: (n) great-grandchild. 
incompleteness: (n) inadequacy, 

incompletion, faultiness, wholeness, 
unity, integrity, imperfectness; (adj) 
deficiency, fault, defect, foible. 
ANTONYM: (n) completeness. 

patriotism: (n) nationalism, 
nationality, love of country, 
chauvinism, jingoism, loyalty, public 

spirit, xenophobia, Americanism, 
national character, civism. 
ANTONYM: (n) disloyalty. 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, color, 
pretence, mask, plea, guise, sham, 
appearance; (n, v) excuse, cloak. 

satire: (n) sarcasm, lampoon, mockery, 
parody, ridicule, caricature, 
burlesque, quip, spoof, derision; (v) 
squib. 

secede: (v) retire, leave, depart, resign, 
part, withdraw, break, segregate,  

isolate, quit, retreat. ANTONYMS: (v) 
join, affiliate. 

temples: (n) brow. 
uncharitable: (adj) stingy, unkind, 

ungenerous, unforgiving, unamiable, 
relentless, grim, cruel, inexorable, 
stern, hardhearted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) charitable, generous, 
considerate. 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 
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one who saw it. Of all the crowd swarming in Washington that winter, young 
Adams was surely among the most ignorant and helpless, but he saw plainly 
that the knowledge possessed by everybody about him was hardly greater than 
his own. Never in a long life did he seek to master a lesson so obscure. Mr. 
Sumner was given to saying after Oxenstiern: “Quantula sapientia mundus 
regitur!” Oxenstiern talked of a world that wanted wisdom; but Adams found 
himself seeking education in a world that seemed to him both unwise and 
ignorant. The Southern secessionists were certainly unbalanced in mind—fit for 
medical treatment, like other victims of hallucination—haunted by suspicion, by 
idees fixes, by violent morbid excitement; but this was not all. They were 
stupendously ignorant of the world. As a class, the cotton-planters were 
mentally one-sided, ill-balanced, and provincial to a degree rarely known. They 
were a close society on whom the new fountains of power had poured a stream 
of wealth and slaves that acted like oil on flame. They showed a young student 
his first object-lesson of the way in which excess of power worked when held by 
inadequate hands.%

This might be a commonplace of 1900, but in 1860 it was paradox. The 
Southern statesmen were regarded as standards of statesmanship, and such 
standards barred education. Charles Sumner’s chief offence was his insistence on 
Southern ignorance, and he stood a living proof of it. To this school, Henry 
Adams had come for a new education, and the school was seriously, honestly, 
taken by most of the world, including Europe, as proper for the purpose, 
although the Sioux Indians would have taught less mischief. From such 
contradictions among intelligent people, what was a young man to learn? 

He could learn nothing but cross-purpose. The old and typical Southern 
gentleman developed as cotton-planter had nothing to teach or to give, except 
warning. Even as example to be avoided, he was too glaring in his defiance of 
reason, to help the education of a reasonable being. No one learned a useful 
lesson from the Confederate school except to keep away from it. Thus, at one 
sweep, the whole field of instruction south of the Potomac was shut off; it was 
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glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, 
blatant, egregious, obvious, plain, 
flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
inconspicuous, dull, minor. 

one-sided: (adj) unfair, unilateral, 
unjust, unequal, uneven, prejudiced, 
colored, doctrinaire, dogmatic, 
intolerant, jaundiced. 

paradox: (n) incongruity, 
contradiction, ambiguity, 
inconsistency, puzzle, figure of  

speech, phenomenon, paradoxy, 
opposite, irony, equivocation. 

poured: (adj) concrete. 
slaves: (n) helotry, bondsmen. 
stupendously: (adj, adv) amazingly, 

astonishingly, wonderfully; (adv) 
terrifically, enormously, monstrously, 
immensely, prodigiously, 
spectacularly, superbly, hugely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) abysmally. 

unbalanced: (adj) crazy, mad, wobbly, 
disproportionate, unequal,  

demented, imbalanced, unsettled, 
unstable, unsteady, asymmetrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, balanced, 
even, fair, equal, steady, symmetrical, 
well, firm, consistent, moderate. 

unwise: (adj, n) silly, stupid, absurd, 
indiscreet; (adj) imprudent, 
injudicious, ridiculous, senseless, 
inadvisable, impolitic, unreasonable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, prudent, 
thoughtful, sagacious, judicious, 
advisable. 
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overshadowed by the cotton planters, from whom one could learn nothing but 
bad temper, bad manners, poker, and treason. 

Perforce, the student was thrown back on Northern precept and example; 
first of all, on his New England surroundings. Republican houses were few in 
Washington, and Mr. and Mrs. Adams aimed to create a social centre for New 
Englanders. They took a house on I Street, looking over Pennsylvania Avenue, 
well out towards Georgetown—the Markoe house—and there the private 
secretary began to learn his social duties, for the political were confined to 
committee-rooms and lobbies of the Capitol. He had little to do, and knew not 
how to do it rightly, but he knew of no one who knew more.%

The Southern type was one to be avoided; the New England type was one’s 
self. It had nothing to show except one’s own features. Setting aside Charles 
Sumner, who stood quite alone and was the boy’s oldest friend, all the New 
Englanders were sane and steady men, well-balanced, educated, and free from 
meanness or intrigue—men whom one liked to act with, and who, whether 
graduates or not, bore the stamp of Harvard College. Anson Burlingame was one 
exception, and perhaps Israel Washburn another; but as a rule the New 
Englander’s strength was his poise which almost amounted to a defect. He 
offered no more target for love than for hate; he attracted as little as he repelled; 
even as a machine, his motion seemed never accelerated. The character, with its 
force or feebleness, was familiar; one knew it to the core; one was it—had been 
run in the same mould. 

There remained the Central and Western States, but there the choice of 
teachers was not large and in the end narrowed itself to Preston King, Henry 
Winter Davis, Owen Lovejoy, and a few other men born with social faculty. 
Adams took most kindly to Henry J. Raymond, who came to view the field for 
the New York Times, and who was a man of the world. The average 
Congressman was civil enough, but had nothing to ask except offices, and 
nothing to offer but the views of his district. The average Senator was more 
reserved, but had not much more to say, being always excepting one or two 
genial natures, handicapped by his own importance. 
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aimed: (adj) directed, pointed, 
expected, designed, meant. 

excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, prep) 
except for, exclusive of; (prep) aside 
from, besides, apart from, barring, 
excluding, with the exception of; (v) 
saving. ANTONYM: (prep) including.

feebleness: (n) weakness, frailty, 
decrepitude, faintness, imbecility, 
fragility, tenuity, languor, frailness; 
(adj, n) infirmity; (adj) feeble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) perseverance,  

success, effectiveness, competence. 
meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, 

pettiness, avarice, selfishness, 
baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, 
miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, extravagance, decency. 

perforce: (n) on compulsion; (adv) 
needs. 

poker: (n) draw, lotto, nap, fire hook, 
monte, reversis, shovel, squeezers, 
tongs, trivet, rake. 

precept: (n) canon, decree, command, 
mandate, charge, lesson, injunction, 
law, commandment, principle; (adj, 
n) rule. 

sane: (adj, n) reasonable, lucid; (adj) 
rational, judicious, right, sensible, 
normal, wise, wholesome, sound, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unbalanced, insane, crazed, delirious, 
unreasonable, irrational, foolish. 

well-balanced: (adj) uniform, even, 
together, farsighted, trim. 
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Study it as one might, the hope of education, till the arrival of the President-
elect, narrowed itself to the possible influence of only two men—Sumner and 
Seward.%

Sumner was then fifty years old. Since his election as Senator in 1851 he had 
passed beyond the reach of his boy friend, and, after his Brooks injuries, his 
nervous system never quite recovered its tone; but perhaps eight or ten years of 
solitary existence as Senator had most to do with his development. No man, 
however strong, can serve ten years as schoolmaster, priest, or Senator, and 
remain fit for anything else. All the dogmatic stations in life have the effect of 
fixing a certain stiffness of attitude forever, as though they mesmerized the 
subject. Yet even among Senators there were degrees in dogmatism, from the 
frank South Carolinian brutality, to that of Webster, Benton, Clay, or Sumner 
himself, until in extreme cases, like Conkling, it became Shakespearian and 
bouffe—as Godkin used to call it—like Malvolio. Sumner had become dogmatic 
like the rest, but he had at least the merit of qualities that warranted dogmatism. 
He justly thought, as Webster had thought before him, that his great services and 
sacrifices, his superiority in education, his oratorical power, his political 
experience, his representative character at the head of the whole New England 
contingent, and, above all, his knowledge of the world, made him the most 
important member of the Senate; and no Senator had ever saturated himself 
more thoroughly with the spirit and temper of the body. 

Although the Senate is much given to admiring in its members a superiority 
less obvious or quite invisible to outsiders, one Senator seldom proclaims his 
own inferiority to another, and still more seldom likes to be told of it. Even the 
greatest Senators seemed to inspire little personal affection in each other, and 
betrayed none at all. Sumner had a number of rivals who held his judgment in no 
high esteem, and one of these was Senator Seward. The two men would have 
disliked each other by instinct had they lived in different planets. Each was 
created only for exasperating the other; the virtues of one were the faults of his 
rival, until no good quality seemed to remain of either. That the public service 
must suffer was certain, but what were the sufferings of the public service 
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dogmatic: (adj) arbitrary, overbearing, 
authoritative, authoritarian, narrow, 
peremptory, doctrinal, doctrinaire; 
(adj, v) absolute, confident, formal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, doubtful, 
uncertain, amenable, equivocal, 
indecisive, questioning, tolerant, 
ambiguous, polite, liberal. 

exasperating: (adj) annoying, 
bothersome, maddening, infuriating, 
trying, irritating, tedious, vexatious, 
vexing, galling, exacerbating.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
pleasant, satisfying. 

members: (n) convention, personnel. 
mesmerized: (adj) fascinated, 

mesmerised, hypnotised, hypnotized, 
bewitched, awestruck; (adj, v) 
transfixed, rapt; (v) wrapped in, 
absorbed, riveted. 

oratorical: (adj) grandiloquent, 
oratorial, bombastic, redundant, 
flatulent, Oratorian, overblown. 

sacrifices: (n) holocaust. 

schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 
pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
teacher, principal, educator, head, 
Lutjanus apodus, housemaster. 

stiffness: (n) hardness, severity, 
inflexibility, rigor, clumsiness, 
firmness, awkwardness, inclemency, 
harshness, tension, roughness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) softness, looseness, 
suppleness, weakness, ease, 
malleability, friendliness, relaxation, 
leniency, smoothness, limpness. 
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compared with the risks run by a young mosquito—a private secretary—trying 
to buzz admiration in the ears of each, and unaware that each would impatiently 
slap at him for belonging to the other? Innocent and unsuspicious beyond what 
was permitted even in a nursery, the private secretary courted both.%

Private secretaries are servants of a rather low order, whose business is to 
serve sources of power. The first news of a professional kind, imparted to private 
secretary Adams on reaching Washington, was that the President-elect, Abraham 
Lincoln, had selected Mr. Seward for his Secretary of State, and that Seward was 
to be the medium for communicating his wishes to his followers. Every young 
man naturally accepted the wishes of Mr. Lincoln as orders, the more because he 
could see that the new President was likely to need all the help that several 
million young men would be able to give, if they counted on having any 
President at all to serve. Naturally one waited impatiently for the first meeting 
with the new Secretary of State. 

Governor Seward was an old friend of the family. He professed to be a 
disciple and follower of John Quincy Adams. He had been Senator since 1849, 
when his responsibilities as leader had separated him from the Free Soil 
contingent, for, in the dry light of the first Free Soil faith, the ways of New York 
politics Thurlow Weed had not won favor; but the fierce heat which welded the 
Republican Party in 1856 melted many such barriers, and when Mr. Adams came 
to Congress in December, 1859, Governor Seward instantly renewed his attitude 
of family friend, became a daily intimate in the household, and lost no chance of 
forcing his fresh ally to the front. 

A few days after their arrival in December, 1860, the Governor, as he was 
always called, came to dinner, alone, as one of the family, and the private 
secretary had the chance he wanted to watch him as carefully as one generally 
watches men who dispose of one’s future. A slouching, slender figure; a head 
like a wise macaw; a beaked nose; shaggy eyebrows; unorderly hair and clothes; 
hoarse voice; offhand manner; free talk, and perpetual cigar, offered a new 
type—of western New York—to fathom; a type in one way simple because it was 
only double—political and personal; but complex because the political had 
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beaked: (v) arcuate, aduncated, 
arched; (adj) rostrate, rostrated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) beakless. 

disciple: (n) adherent, follower, 
devotee, scholar, pupil, believer, 
proselyte, cohort, learner, partisan, 
votary. ANTONYMS: (n) leader, 
teacher, God, instructor. 

fathom: (n, v) plumb; (v) penetrate, 
discern, bottom, understand, 
comprehend, know, make out, 
measure; (n) probe, gauge.  

ANTONYMS: (v) confuse, 
misunderstand, Miss. 

macaw: (n) Macao, maracan. 
offhand: (adj, adv) impromptu, 

extemporaneous, extempore; (adj) 
casual, extemporary, careless, 
cavalier, nonchalant, brusque, 
abrupt, improvised. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careful, considerate, warm, 
serious, civil, cautious, conscientious, 
concerned, caring, intended, 
prepared. 

servants: (n) staff, suite. 
slap: (n, v) clap, cuff, knock, hit, 

whack, beat, strike, spank; (n) blow; 
(v) buffet; (adv) bang. 

slouching: (adj) clumsy, gross, rough, 
rude, rugged, awkward, slouchy, 
rickety, slumped. 

unsuspicious: (adj) innocent, 
credulous, trustful, unwary, 
confiding, honest, gullible, easy, 
naive, not suspicious, that confides. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wary. 
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become nature, and no one could tell which was the mask and which the 
features. At table, among friends, Mr. Seward threw off restraint, or seemed to 
throw it off, in reality, while in the world he threw it off, like a politician, for 
effect. In both cases he chose to appear as a free talker, who loathed pomposity 
and enjoyed a joke; but how much was nature and how much was mask, he was 
himself too simple a nature to know. Underneath the surface he was 
conventional after the conventions of western New York and Albany. Politicians 
thought it unconventionality. Bostonians thought it provincial. Henry Adams 
thought it charming. From the first sight, he loved the Governor, who, though 
sixty years old, had the youth of his sympathies. He noticed that Mr. Seward was 
never petty or personal; his talk was large; he generalized; he never seemed to 
pose for statesmanship; he did not require an attitude of prayer. What was more 
unusual—almost singular and quite eccentric—he had some means, unknown to 
other Senators, of producing the effect of unselfishness.%

Superficially Mr. Seward and Mr. Adams were contrasts; essentially they 
were much alike. Mr. Adams was taken to be rigid, but the Puritan character in 
all its forms could be supple enough when it chose; and in Massachusetts all the 
Adamses had been attacked in succession as no better than political mercenaries. 
Mr. Hildreth, in his standard history, went so far as to echo with approval the 
charge that treachery was hereditary in the family. Any Adams had at least to be 
thick-skinned, hardened to every contradictory epithet that virtue could supply, 
and, on the whole, armed to return such attentions; but all must have admitted 
that they had invariably subordinated local to national interests, and would 
continue to do so, whenever forced to choose. C. F. Adams was sure to do what 
his father had done, as his father had followed the steps of John Adams, and no 
doubt thereby earned his epithets. 

The inevitable followed, as a child fresh from the nursery should have had 
the instinct to foresee, but the young man on the edge of life never dreamed. 
What motives or emotions drove his masters on their various paths he made no 
pretence of guessing; even at that age he preferred to admit his dislike for 
guessing motives; he knew only his own infantile ignorance, before which he 
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attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded. 
earned: (adj) deserved, realized, due. 
epithet: (n) name, cognomen, 

appellation, denomination, 
nickname, moniker, sobriquet, title, 
picture, byname, byword. 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig. 

infantile: (adj) immature, infant, 
babyish, infantine, young, juvenile,  

childlike, baby, adolescent, puerile, 
little. ANTONYM: (adj) old. 

mercenaries: (n) armed force, band of 
soldiers. 

talker: (n) speaker, conversationalist, 
orator, chatterbox, babbler, raver, 
stammerer, chatterer, speechmaker, 
caller, mutterer. 

thick-skinned: (adj) unfeeling, aloof, 
unemotional, unaffected, obdurate, 
uninterested, heartless, hard, 
emotionless, imperturbable, callous. 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, perfidy, 
falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness. 

unconventionality: (n) abnormality, 
eccentricity, anomaly, abnormity, 
informality, nonconformity, oddity, 
heterodoxy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
conventionality, normality. 
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stood amazed, and his innocent good-faith, always matter of simple-minded 
surprise. Critics who know ultimate truth will pronounce judgment on history; 
all that Henry Adams ever saw in man was a reflection of his own ignorance, and 
he never saw quite so much of it as in the winter of 1860-61. Every one knows the 
story; every one draws what conclusion suits his temper, and the conclusion 
matters now less than though it concerned the merits of Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden; but in 1861 the conclusion made the sharpest lesson of life; it 
was condensed and concentrated education.%

Rightly or wrongly the new President and his chief advisers in Washington 
decided that, before they could administer the Government, they must make sure 
of a government to administer, and that this chance depended on the action of 
Virginia. The whole ascendancy of the winter wavered between the effort of the 
cotton States to drag Virginia out, and the effort of the new President to keep 
Virginia in. Governor Seward representing the Administration in the Senate took 
the lead; Mr. Adams took the lead in the House; and as far as a private secretary 
knew, the party united on its tactics. In offering concessions to the border States, 
they had to run the risk, or incur the certainty, of dividing their own party, and 
they took this risk with open eyes. As Seward himself, in his gruff way, said at 
dinner, after Mr. Adams and he had made their speeches: “If there’s no secession 
now, you and I are ruined.” 

They won their game; this was their affair and the affair of the historians who 
tell their story; their private secretaries had nothing to do with it except to follow 
their orders. On that side a secretary learned nothing and had nothing to learn. 
The sudden arrival of Mr. Lincoln in Washington on February 23, and the 
language of his inaugural address, were the final term of the winter’s tactics, and 
closed the private secretary’s interest in the matter forever. Perhaps he felt, even 
then, a good deal more interest in the appearance of another private secretary, of 
his own age, a young man named John Hay, who lighted on LaFayette Square at 
the same moment. Friends are born, not made, and Henry never mistook a friend 
except when in power. From the first slight meeting in February and March, 
1861, he recognized Hay as a friend, and never lost sight of him at the future 
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ascendancy: (n) ascendance, 
supremacy, control, influence, power, 
mastery, rule, dominion, domination, 
advantage, authority. ANTONYMS: 
(n) weakness, subordination. 

condensed: (adj) concise, compressed, 
concentrated, succinct, compact, 
summary, compendious, short, 
shortened; (adj, v) condense; (n) 
tabloid. ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, 
uncondensed, diluted, expanded, 
convoluted, long. 

dividing: (n) division, partitioning, 
calculation; (v) parting, departing; 
(adv) dividingly; (adj) disjunctive, 
divisional. 

gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) coarse, 
rough, hoarse, harsh. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) courteous, friendly, high, 
velvety, smooth, mellow, gentle, 
civil, polite. 

inaugural: (n) inauguration, speech, 
installation; (adj) first, foremost,  

initiatory, initiative, initial, prefatory, 
maiden; (adj, v) proemial. 

incur: (n, v) contract; (v) catch, get, 
incite, begin, cause, encounter, 
experience, obtain, suffer, receive. 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, 
ignite, kindled, lighten. 

pronounce: (v) articulate, declare, 
affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize, 
proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) deliver, 
utter. ANTONYM: (v) mumble. 
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crossing of their paths; but, for the moment, his own task ended on March 4 
when Hay’s began. The winter’s anxieties were shifted upon new shoulders, and 
Henry gladly turned back to Blackstone. He had tried to make himself useful, 
and had exerted energy that seemed to him portentous, acting in secret as 
newspaper correspondent, cultivating a large acquaintance and even haunting 
ballrooms where the simple, old-fashioned, Southern tone was pleasant even in 
the atmosphere of conspiracy and treason. The sum was next to nothing for 
education, because no one could teach; all were as ignorant as himself; none 
knew what should be done, or how to do it; all were trying to learn and were 
more bent on asking than on answering questions. The mass of ignorance in 
Washington was lighted up by no ray of knowledge. Society, from top to bottom, 
broke down.%

From this law there was no exception, unless, perhaps, that of old General 
Winfield Scott, who happened to be the only military figure that looked equal to 
the crisis. No one else either looked it, or was it, or could be it, by nature or 
training. Had young Adams been told that his life was to hang on the correctness 
of his estimate of the new President, he would have lost. He saw Mr. Lincoln but 
once; at the melancholy function called an Inaugural Ball. Of course he looked 
anxiously for a sign of character. He saw a long, awkward figure; a plain, 
ploughed face; a mind, absent in part, and in part evidently worried by white kid 
gloves; features that expressed neither self-satisfaction nor any other familiar 
Americanism, but rather the same painful sense of becoming educated and of 
needing education that tormented a private secretary; above all a lack of 
apparent force. Any private secretary in the least fit for his business would have 
thought, as Adams did, that no man living needed so much education as the new 
President but that all the education he could get would not be enough. 

As far as a young man of anxious temperament could see, no one in 
Washington was fitted for his duties; or rather, no duties in March were fitted for 
the duties in April. The few people who thought they knew something were 
more in error than those who knew nothing. Education was matter of life and 
death, but all the education in the world would have helped nothing. Only one 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

correctness: (n) appropriateness, 
precision, exactness, truth, rightness, 
properness, fitness, propriety, 
justness, correctitude, veracity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
informality, impropriety, 
misconduct, wrongness, 
inappropriateness, inaccuracy, error, 
abandon, unsuitability, immorality. 

gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gleefully, 
contentedly, cheerfully, fain, joyfully, 
jovially, cheerily, delightedly,  

gladsomely, readily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) reluctantly, unwillingly, sadly, 
resentfully, miserably. 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, 
v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness, 
optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery, 
satisfied. 

needing: (adj) lacking, short. 

portentous: (adj) fateful, 
extraordinary, pompous, amazing, 
pontifical, prodigious, grandiloquent, 
sinister, unusual, foreboding, 
astonishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
modest, promising. 

self-satisfaction: (n) boast, pride. 
tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 

hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm. 
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man in Adams’s reach seemed to him supremely fitted by knowledge and 
experience to be an adviser and friend. This was Senator Sumner; and there, in 
fact, the young man’s education began; there it ended.%

Going over the experience again, long after all the great actors were dead, he 
struggled to see where he had blundered. In the effort to make acquaintances, he 
lost friends, but he would have liked much to know whether he could have 
helped it. He had necessarily followed Seward and his father; he took for granted 
that his business was obedience, discipline, and silence; he supposed the party to 
require it, and that the crisis overruled all personal doubts. He was 
thunderstruck to learn that Senator Sumner privately denounced the course, 
regarded Mr. Adams as betraying the principles of his life, and broke off 
relations with his family. 

Many a shock was Henry Adams to meet in the course of a long life passed 
chiefly near politics and politicians, but the profoundest lessons are not the 
lessons of reason; they are sudden strains that permanently warp the mind. He 
cared little or nothing about the point in discussion; he was even willing to admit 
that Sumner might be right, though in all great emergencies he commonly found 
that every one was more or less wrong; he liked lofty moral principle and cared 
little for political tactics; he felt a profound respect for Sumner himself; but the 
shock opened a chasm in life that never closed, and as long as life lasted, he 
found himself invariably taking for granted, as a political instinct, with out 
waiting further experiment—as he took for granted that arsenic poisoned—the 
rule that a friend in power is a friend lost. 

On his own score, he never admitted the rupture, and never exchanged a 
word with Mr. Sumner on the subject, then or afterwards, but his education—for 
good or bad—made an enormous stride. One has to deal with all sorts of 
unexpected morals in life, and, at this moment, he was looking at hundreds of 
Southern gentlemen who believed themselves singularly honest, but who 
seemed to him engaged in the plainest breach of faith and the blackest secret 
conspiracy, yet they did not disturb his education. History told of little else; and 
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arsenic: (n) as, arsenic trioxide, 
element, trioxide, white arsenic, 
American Samoa, arsenous oxide, 
arsenous anhydride. 

disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, 
disconcert, distress, perturb, disquiet, 
distract, discompose, disrupt, upset, 
concern. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
please, soothe, smooth, order, 
reassure, sort, settle, respect, quiet, 
organize. 

exchanged: (adj) counterchanged,  

bartered, substituted. 
lessons: (n) classes, coaching, tuition, 

schoolwork, revision, learning, 
education, training. 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble. 

strains: (n) tension, tenseness. 
stride: (n, v) pace, tread, walk, stalk,  

rate, toddle, stump; (n) footstep, gait, 
progress; (v) march. 

supremely: (adv) sovereignly, 
perfectly, preeminently, utmostly, 
principally, extremely, greatly, 
paramountly, ideally, uppermostly, 
ultimately. 

thunderstruck: (adj) astonished, 
flabbergasted, dumbfounded, 
amazed, stupefied, stunned, 
speechless, dumfounded, aghast, 
dazed; (v) awestruck. 
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not one rebel defection—not even Robert E. Lee’s—cost young Adams a personal 
pang; but Sumner’s struck home.%

This, then, was the result of the new attempt at education, down to March 4, 
1861; this was all; and frankly, it seemed to him hardly what he wanted. The 
picture of Washington in March, 1861, offered education, but not the kind of 
education that led to good. The process that Matthew Arnold described as 
wandering between two worlds, one dead, the other powerless to be born, helps 
nothing. Washington was a dismal school. Even before the traitors had flown, the 
vultures descended on it in swarms that darkened the ground, and tore the 
carrion of political patronage into fragments and gobbets of fat and lean, on the 
very steps of the White House. Not a man there knew what his task was to be, or 
was fitted for it; every one without exception, Northern or Southern, was to learn 
his business at the cost of the public. Lincoln, Seward, Sumner, and the rest, 
could give no help to the young man seeking education; they knew less than he; 
within six weeks they were all to be taught their duties by the uprising of such as 
he, and their education was to cost a million lives and ten thousand million 
dollars, more or less, North and South, before the country could recover its 
balance and movement. Henry was a helpless victim, and, like all the rest, he 
could only wait for he knew not what, to send him he knew not where. 

With the close of the session, his own functions ended. Ceasing to be private 
secretary he knew not what else to do but return with his father and mother to 
Boston in the middle of March, and, with childlike docility, sit down at a desk in 
the law-office of Horace Gray in Court Street, to begin again: “My Lords and 
Gentlemen”; dozing after a two o’clock dinner, or waking to discuss politics with 
the future Justice. There, in ordinary times, he would have remained for life, his 
attempt at education in treason having, like all the rest, disastrously failed. 
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carrion: (n) carcass, offal, dead body, 
corpse, filth, ket, any filth, caroigne; 
(adj) garbage. 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence. 
disastrously: (adv) catastrophically, 

unfortunately, fatally, ruinously, 
dreadfully, harmfully, sadly, 
fatefully, destructively, wretchedly, 
tragically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, successfully. 

docility: (n) obedience, tractability, 
meekness, flexibility, docibleness,  

submission, deference, humility, 
gentleness, willingness, tractableness.

pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 
twinge, affliction, sting, stab, distress, 
ailment, cramp. 

powerless: (adj) impotent, unable, 
feeble, incapable, ineffective, 
ineffectual, infirm, inefficient, 
nerveless, weak, prostrate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) powerful, strong, 
effective, capable, able. 

treason: (n) treachery, perfidy, high  

treason, sabotage, lese majesty, 
traitorousness, subversiveness, 
duplicity; (adj, n) disloyalty, sedition, 
prodition. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity. 

uprising: (n) insurrection, mutiny, 
rebellion, revolt, insurgency, 
revolution, outbreak, sedition, 
disturbance, ascent; (adj, n) rising. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (adj) content. 

vultures: (n) ospreys, hawks, 
Falconiformes, eagles, caracaras. 
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CHAPTER  % V I I I  

 
D IPL OMACY  ( 1861 )  

 
 

HARDLY a week passed when the newspapers announced that President 
Lincoln had selected Charles Francis Adams as his Minister to England. Once 
more, silently, Henry put Blackstone back on its shelf. As Friar Bacon’s head 
sententiously announced many centuries before: Time had passed! The Civil 
Law lasted a brief day; the Common Law prolonged its shadowy existence for a 
week. The law, altogether, as path of education, vanished in April, 1861, leaving 
a million young men planted in the mud of a lawless world, to begin a new life 
without education at all. They asked few questions, but if they had asked 
millions they would have got no answers. No one could help. Looking back on 
this moment of crisis, nearly fifty years afterwards, one could only shake one’s 
white beard in silent horror. Mr. Adams once more intimated that he thought 
himself entitled to the services of one of his sons, and he indicated Henry as the 
only one who could be spared from more serious duties. Henry packed his trunk 
again without a word. He could offer no protest. Ridiculous as he knew himself 
about to be in his new role, he was less ridiculous than his betters. He was at 
least no public official, like the thousands of improvised secretaries and generals 
who crowded their jealousies and intrigues on the President. He was not a 
vulture of carrion—patronage. He knew that his father’s appointment was the 
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improvised: (adj, adv) off the cuff, 
informal, unplanned; (adj) 
extemporaneous, improvisatory, 
offhand, makeshift, spontaneous, 
unrehearsed, temporary, 
extemporized. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared, permanent. 

indicated: (adj) numbered. 
intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected.
lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 

anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous,  

wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) orderly. 

planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
set, concealed. 

sententiously: (adv) concisely, 
succinctly, laconically, pithily, briefly, 
aphoristically, shortly, tersely. 

shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, dark, 
faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, vague, 
shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open. 

trunk: (n) stem, boot, torso, bole, body, 
stalk, snout, proboscis, stock, tree 
trunk, box. 

vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) 
disappeared, departed, missing, died 
out, absent, dead, wiped out, bygone; 
(v) exhausted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
found, living. 

vulture: (n) predator, marauder, 
ghoul; (adj) tyrant, despot, harpy, 
inquisitor, precisian, oppressor, 
martinet, extortioner. 
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result of Governor Seward’s personal friendship; he did not then know that 
Senator Sumner had opposed it, or the reasons which Sumner alleged for 
thinking it unfit; but he could have supplied proofs enough had Sumner asked 
for them, the strongest and most decisive being that, in his opinion, Mr. Adams 
had chosen a private secretary far more unfit than his chief. That Mr. Adams was 
unfit might well be, since it was hard to find a fit appointment in the list of 
possible candidates, except Mr. Sumner himself; and no one knew so well as this 
experienced Senator that the weakest of all Mr. Adams’s proofs of fitness was his 
consent to quit a safe seat in Congress for an exceedingly unsafe seat in London 
with no better support than Senator Sumner, at the head of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, was likely to give him. In the family history, its members had taken 
many a dangerous risk, but never before had they taken one so desperate.%

The private secretary troubled himself not at all about the unfitness of any 
one; he knew too little; and, in fact, no one, except perhaps Mr. Sumner, knew 
more. The President and Secretary of State knew least of all. As Secretary of 
Legation the Executive appointed the editor of a Chicago newspaper who had 
applied for the Chicago Post-Office; a good fellow, universally known as 
Charley Wilson, who had not a thought of staying in the post, or of helping the 
Minister. The Assistant Secretary was inherited from Buchanan’s time, a hard 
worker, but socially useless. Mr. Adams made no effort to find efficient help; 
perhaps he knew no name to suggest; perhaps he knew too much of Washington, 
but he could hardly have hoped to find a staff of strength in his son. 

The private secretary was more passive than his father, for he knew not 
where to turn. Sumner alone could have smoothed his path by giving him letters 
of introduction, but if Sumner wrote letters, it was not with the effect of 
smoothing paths. No one, at that moment, was engaged in smoothing either 
paths or people. The private secretary was no worse off than his neighbors 
except in being called earlier into service. On April 13 the storm burst and rolled 
several hundred thousand young men like Henry Adams into the surf of a wild 
ocean, all helpless like himself, to be beaten about for four years by the waves of 
war. Adams still had time to watch the regiments form ranks before Boston State 
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exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, greatly, 
awfully, terrifically, eminently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, hardly, 
insufficiently, somewhat. 

inherited: (adj) inborn, genetic, 
familial, ancestral, transmissible, 
congenital, inherent, incarnate, 
transmitted, instinctive, intuitive. 

smoothed: (adj) round, smoothened, 
curved. ANTONYM: (adj) sharp. 

smoothing: (n) fine cutting, 
smoothness, sleeking; (adj) sleek, 
even, not harsh, smooth porcelain, 
bland, not rough, moving equably, 
mild. 

surf: (n) foam, breaker, spray, wave, 
surge, swell, suds, bubble; (v) 
browse, beach comber, ground swell.

universally: (adv) commonly, globally, 
ally, everywhere, totally, Catholicly, 
cosmically, ubiquitously, prevalently, 
regularly, usually. ANTONYMS:  

(adv) narrowly, locally. 
unsafe: (adj) dangerous, perilous, 

insecure, hazardous, treacherous, 
uncertain, precarious, shaky, 
unreliable, harmful, chancy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, secure, 
harmless, protected, reliable, 
sensible, stable. 

weakest: (adj) ridiculous, suggestion, 
supposes, notions, plainly, irrational, 
incongruous, project, foolish, fatuity, 
inconsistent. 
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House in the April evenings and march southward, quietly enough, with the air 
of business they wore from their cradles, but with few signs or sounds of 
excitement. He had time also to go down the harbor to see his brother Charles 
quartered in Fort Independence before being thrown, with a hundred thousand 
more, into the furnace of the Army of the Potomac to get educated in a fury of 
fire. Few things were for the moment so trivial in importance as the solitary 
private secretary crawling down to the wretched old Cunard steamer Niagara at 
East Boston to start again for Liverpool. This time the pitcher of education had 
gone to the fountain once too often; it was fairly broken; and the young man had 
got to meet a hostile world without defence—or arms.%

The situation did not seem even comic, so ignorant was the world of its 
humors; yet Minister Adams sailed for England, May 1, 1861, with much the 
same outfit as Admiral Dupont would have enjoyed if the Government had sent 
him to attack Port Royal with one cabin-boy in a rowboat. Luckily for the cabin-
boy, he was alone. Had Secretary Seward and Senator Sumner given to Mr. 
Adams the rank of Ambassador and four times his salary, a palace in London, a 
staff of trained secretaries, and personal letters of introduction to the royal family 
and the whole peerage, the private secretary would have been cabin-boy still, 
with the extra burden of many masters; he was the most fortunate person in the 
party, having for master only his father who never fretted, never dictated, never 
disciplined, and whose idea of American diplomacy was that of the eighteenth 
century. Minister Adams remembered how his grandfather had sailed from 
Mount Wollaston in midwinter, 1778, on the little frigate Boston, taking his 
eleven-year-old son John Quincy with him, for secretary, on a diplomacy of 
adventure that had hardly a parallel for success. He remembered how John 
Quincy, in 1809, had sailed for Russia, with himself, a baby of two years old, to 
cope with Napoleon and the Czar Alexander single-handed, almost as much of 
an adventurer as John Adams before him, and almost as successful. He thought 
it natural that the Government should send him out as an adventurer also, with a 
twenty-three-year-old son, and he did not even notice that he left not a friend 
behind him. No doubt he could depend on Seward, but on whom could Seward 
depend? Certainly not on the Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Relations. 
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adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, milquetoast.

crawling: (adj, n) creeping; (n) creep, 
itch; (adj) slow, teeming, thick, 
swarming, reptant, populous, 
packed, moving. 

fretted: (adj) latticed, haggard, 
magged, latticelike, reticulated, 
reticular, interlaced. ANTONYM:  

(adj) unfretted. 
frigate: (n) gunboat, warship, sloop of 

war, bomb vessel, destroyer, cruiser, 
constitution, combat ship. 

furnace: (n) forge, heater, blast 
furnace, fireplace, hearth, stove, 
oven, kiln, electric furnace, cupola, 
crematorium. 

harbor: (n) dock, asylum, wharf; (n, v) 
cover, port, harbour, shelter; (v) 
shield, contain, cherish, conceal. 
ANTONYM: (v) relieve. 

peerage: (n) aristocracy, baronage, 
nobility, peerdom, gentry, noblesse. 

pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, hurler, 
creamer, container, pail, bucket, 
flagon, tankard. 

quartered: (n) quartering, quarters. 
rowboat: (n) rowing boat, dory, 

wherry. 
southward: (adv) southwards, 

southernly; (adj) southbound, 
southern. 
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Minister Adams had no friend in the Senate; he could hope for no favors, and he 
asked none. He thought it right to play the adventurer as his father and 
grandfather had done before him, without a murmur. This was a lofty view, and 
for him answered his objects, but it bore hard on cabin-boys, and when, in time, 
the young man realized what had happened, he felt it as a betrayal. He modestly 
thought himself unfit for the career of adventurer, and judged his father to be 
less fit than himself. For the first time America was posing as the champion of 
legitimacy and order. Her representatives should know how to play their role; 
they should wear the costume; but, in the mission attached to Mr. Adams in 
1861, the only rag of legitimacy or order was the private secretary, whose stature 
was not sufficient to impose awe on the Court and Parliament of Great Britain.%

One inevitable effect of this lesson was to make a victim of the scholar and to 
turn him into a harsh judge of his masters. If they overlooked him, he could 
hardly overlook them, since they stood with their whole weight on his body. By 
way of teaching him quickly, they sent out their new Minister to Russia in the 
same ship. Secretary Seward had occasion to learn the merits of Cassius M. Clay 
in the diplomatic service, but Mr. Seward’s education profited less than the 
private secretary’s, Cassius Clay as a teacher having no equal though possibly 
some rivals. No young man, not in Government pay, could be asked to draw, 
from such lessons, any confidence in himself, and it was notorious that, for the 
next two years, the persons were few indeed who felt, or had reason to feel, any 
sort of confidence in the Government; fewest of all among those who were in it. 
At home, for the most part, young men went to the war, grumbled and died; in 
England they might grumble or not; no one listened. 

Above all, the private secretary could not grumble to his chief. He knew 
surprisingly little, but that much he did know. He never labored so hard to learn 
a language as he did to hold his tongue, and it affected him for life. The habit of 
reticence—of talking without meaning—is never effaced. He had to begin it at 
once. He was already an adept when the party landed at Liverpool, May 13, 
1861, and went instantly up to London: a family of early Christian martyrs about 
to be flung into an arena of lions, under the glad eyes of Tiberius Palmerston. 
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adept: (adj, n) expert; (adj) skillful, 
able, accomplished, experienced, 
capable, smart, clever, adroit; (n) 
virtuoso, whiz. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompetent, inept, awkward, 
bumbling, fumbling, unskilled. 

effaced: (adj) obliterated. 
grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 

moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
compliment, rejoice. 

labored: (adj) elaborate, strained, 
laborious, heavy, arduous, hard, 
artificial, laboured, awkward, 
unnatural, studied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
easy. 

merits: (n) qualities. 
modestly: (adv) unassumingly, 

demurely, humbly, reservedly, 
retiringly, unpretentiously, 
diffidently, soberly, timidly, meekly, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ostentatiously, arrogantly,  

immodestly, elaborately, boldly, 
radically, proudly, brashly, 
boastfully, brazenly, excessively. 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 
hum, whisper, mutter, whine, babble, 
drone; (v) complain, bubble, breathe. 

overlook: (v) disregard, excuse, omit, 
ignore, forget, fail, command, 
dominate, oversee, control, miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remember, notice, 
spot, acknowledge, see, accept, 
punish. 
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Though Lord Palmerston would have laughed his peculiar Palmerston laugh at 
figuring as Tiberius, he would have seen only evident resemblance in the 
Christian martyrs, for he had already arranged the ceremony.%

Of what they had to expect, the Minister knew no more than his son. What he 
or Mr. Seward or Mr. Sumner may have thought is the affair of history and their 
errors concern historians. The errors of a private secretary concerned no one but 
himself, and were a large part of his education. He thought on May 12 that he 
was going to a friendly Government and people, true to the anti-slavery 
principles which had been their steadiest profession. For a hundred years the 
chief effort of his family had aimed at bringing the Government of England into 
intelligent cooperation with the objects and interests of America. His father was 
about to make a new effort, and this time the chance of success was promising. 
The slave States had been the chief apparent obstacle to good understanding. As 
for the private secretary himself, he was, like all Bostonians, instinctively English. 
He could not conceive the idea of a hostile England. He supposed himself, as one 
of the members of a famous anti-slavery family, to be welcome everywhere in the 
British Islands. 

On May 13, he met the official announcement that England recognized the 
belligerency of the Confederacy. This beginning of a new education tore up by 
the roots nearly all that was left of Harvard College and Germany. He had to 
learn—the sooner the better—that his ideas were the reverse of truth; that in 
May, 1861, no one in England—literally no one—doubted that Jefferson Davis 
had made or would make a nation, and nearly all were glad of it, though not 
often saying so. They mostly imitated Palmerston who, according to Mr. 
Gladstone, “desired the severance as a diminution of a dangerous power, but 
prudently held his tongue.” The sentiment of anti-slavery had disappeared. 
Lord John Russell, as Foreign Secretary, had received the rebel emissaries, and 
had decided to recognize their belligerency before the arrival of Mr. Adams in 
order to fix the position of the British Government in advance. The recognition of 
independence would then become an understood policy; a matter of time and 
occasion. 
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belligerency: (n) enmity, combat, ill 
will, pugnacity, warfare, warpath, 
hostility, contention, armed combat, 
antagonism, aggressiveness. 

diminution: (n, v) decrease, decline; 
(n) deduction, reduction, abatement, 
cut, contraction, rebate, decrement, 
curtailment, declension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, expansion, 
restoration, enlargement. 

figuring: (n) calculation, reckoning, 
estimation, computing, figure,  

approximation, conversion, 
derivative, differential, estimate, 
derived function. 

gladstone: (n) William Ewart 
Gladstone, William Gladstone, blend, 
portmanteau. 

imitated: (adj) mimical. 
prudently: (adv) wisely, cautiously, 

judiciously, discreetly, shrewdly, 
sparingly, charily, sagaciously, 
warily, frugally, circumspectly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) recklessly,  

imprudently, extravagantly, 
generously, indiscreetly, immaturely, 
stupidly. 

sentiment: (n) emotion, mind, notion, 
feeling, persuasion, opinion, 
judgment, sense, judgement, attitude, 
impression. 

severance: (n) separation, disunion, 
breach, interruption, division, 
divorce, parting, secession, rupture, 
breakaway, break. ANTONYM: (n) 
unification. 
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Whatever Minister Adams may have felt, the first effect of this shock upon 
his son produced only a dullness of comprehension—a sort of hazy inability to 
grasp the missile or realize the blow. Yet he realized that to his father it was 
likely to be fatal. The chances were great that the whole family would turn round 
and go home within a few weeks. The horizon widened out in endless waves of 
confusion. When he thought over the subject in the long leisure of later life, he 
grew cold at the idea of his situation had his father then shown himself what 
Sumner thought him to be—unfit for his post. That the private secretary was 
unfit for his—trifling though it were—was proved by his unreflecting 
confidence in his father. It never entered his mind that his father might lose his 
nerve or his temper, and yet in a subsequent knowledge of statesmen and 
diplomats extending over several generations, he could not certainly point out 
another who could have stood such a shock without showing it. He passed this 
long day, and tedious journey to London, without once thinking of the 
possibility that his father might make a mistake. Whatever the Minister thought, 
and certainly his thought was not less active than his son’s, he showed no trace 
of excitement. His manner was the same as ever; his mind and temper were as 
perfectly balanced; not a word escaped; not a nerve twitched.%

The test was final, for no other shock so violent and sudden could possibly 
recur. The worst was in full sight. For once the private secretary knew his own 
business, which was to imitate his father as closely as possible and hold his 
tongue. Dumped thus into Maurigy’s Hotel at the foot of Regent Street, in the 
midst of a London season, without a friend or even an acquaintance, he preferred 
to laugh at his father’s bewilderment before the waiter’s “ ‘amhandheggsir” for 
breakfast, rather than ask a question or express a doubt. His situation, if taken 
seriously, was too appalling to face. Had he known it better, he would only have 
thought it worse. 

Politically or socially, the outlook was desperate, beyond retrieving or 
contesting. Socially, under the best of circumstances, a newcomer in London 
society needs years to establish a position, and Minister Adams had not a week 
or an hour to spare, while his son had not even a remote chance of beginning. 
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bewilderment: (n) astonishment, 
quandary, confusion, surprise, 
wonder, bemusement, maze, chaos, 
jumble, mess; (adj, n) perplexity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, clarity. 

contesting: (n) disputation; (adj) rival. 
dullness: (n) apathy, bluntness, 

boredom, dreariness, flatness, 
tedium, obtuseness, torpor, 
monotony, lethargy; (adj, n) phlegm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
intensity, brilliance, excitement,  

intelligence, shine, asperity, 
animation, gloss, clarity, variation. 

extending: (adj) expanding. 
hazy: (adj) fuzzy, cloudy, vague, 

blurred, foggy, nebulous, misty, 
indistinct, blurry, faint, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, distinct, 
precise, sunny, thick, detailed, 
definite, strong. 

imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, ape, 
emulate, follow, feign, counterfeit, 
mimic, mock, assume, act. 

newcomer: (n) freshman, beginner, 
fledgeling, neophyte, recruit, 
immigrant, novice, arrival, entrant; 
(adj, n) foreigner, stranger. 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease. 

unreflecting: (adj) thoughtless, dizzy, 
indistinct, brainsick, unreflective, 
intuitive, inconsiderate, confused, 
giddy, heedless, impetuous. 
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Politically the prospect looked even worse, and for Secretary Seward and Senator 
Sumner it was so; but for the Minister, on the spot, as he came to realize exactly 
where he stood, the danger was not so imminent. Mr. Adams was always one of 
the luckiest of men, both in what he achieved and in what he escaped. The blow, 
which prostrated Seward and Sumner, passed over him. Lord John Russell had 
acted—had probably intended to act—kindly by him in forestalling his arrival. 
The blow must have fallen within three months, and would then have broken 
him down. The British Ministers were a little in doubt still—a little ashamed of 
themselves—and certain to wait the longer for their next step in proportion to the 
haste of their first.%

This is not a story of the diplomatic adventures of Charles Francis Adams, 
but of his son Henry’s adventures in search of an education, which, if not taken 
too seriously, tended to humor. The father’s position in London was not 
altogether bad; the son’s was absurd. Thanks to certain family associations, 
Charles Francis Adams naturally looked on all British Ministers as enemies; the 
only public occupation of all Adamses for a hundred and fifty years at least, in 
their brief intervals of quarrelling with State Street, had been to quarrel with 
Downing Street; and the British Government, well used to a liberal unpopularity 
abroad, even when officially rude liked to be personally civil. All diplomatic 
agents are liable to be put, so to speak, in a corner, and are none the worse for it. 
Minister Adams had nothing in especial to complain of; his position was good 
while it lasted, and he had only the chances of war to fear. The son had no such 
compensations. Brought over in order to help his father, he could conceive no 
way of rendering his father help, but he was clear that his father had got to help 
him. To him, the Legation was social ostracism, terrible beyond anything he had 
known. Entire solitude in the great society of London was doubly desperate 
because his duties as private secretary required him to know everybody and go 
with his father and mother everywhere they needed escort. He had no friend, or 
even enemy, to tell him to be patient. Had any one done it, he would surely have 
broken out with the reply that patience was the last resource of fools as well as of 
sages; if he was to help his father at all, he must do it at once, for his father would 
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doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two 
times, in two ways, dualistically. 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual. 

forestalling: (n) preclusion, averting, 
avoidance, obviation, prevention; 
(adj) defensive. 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch,  

rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution. 

ostracism: (adj, n) banishment, 
exclusion; (n) deportation, expulsion, 
transportation, ejection, involuntary 
exile, riddance, expatriation; (adj) 
excommunication; (v) ostracize. 

prostrated: (adj) brokenhearted, 
exhausted, tired, enervated. 

quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in  

dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
(n) dissension. 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness. 

unpopularity: (n) disrepute, quality, 
disfavor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
popularity, approval. 
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never so much need help again. In fact he never gave his father the smallest help, 
unless it were as a footman, clerk, or a companion for the younger children.%

He found himself in a singular situation for one who was to be useful. As he 
came to see the situation closer, he began to doubt whether secretaries were 
meant to be useful. Wars were too common in diplomacy to disturb the habits of 
the diplomat. Most secretaries detested their chiefs, and wished to be anything 
but useful. At the St. James’s Club, to which the Minister’s son could go only as 
an invited guest, the most instructive conversation he ever heard among the 
young men of his own age who hung about the tables, more helpless than 
himself, was: “Quel chien de pays!” or, “Que tu es beau aujourd’hui, mon cher!” 
No one wanted to discuss affairs; still less to give or get information. That was 
the affair of their chiefs, who were also slow to assume work not specially 
ordered from their Courts. If the American Minister was in trouble to-day, the 
Russian Ambassador was in trouble yesterday, and the Frenchman would be in 
trouble to-morrow. It would all come in the day’s work. There was nothing 
professional in worry. Empires were always tumbling to pieces and diplomats 
were always picking them up. 

This was his whole diplomatic education, except that he found rich veins of 
jealousy running between every chief and his staff. His social education was 
more barren still, and more trying to his vanity. His little mistakes in etiquette or 
address made him writhe with torture. He never forgot the first two or three 
social functions he attended: one an afternoon at Miss Burdett Coutts’s in 
Stratton Place, where he hid himself in the embrasure of a window and hoped 
that no one noticed him; another was a garden-party given by the old anti-
slavery Duchess Dowager of Sutherland at Chiswick, where the American 
Minister and Mrs. Adams were kept in conversation by the old Duchess till every 
one else went away except the young Duke and his cousins, who set to playing 
leap-frog on the lawn. At intervals during the next thirty years Henry Adams 
continued to happen upon the Duke, who, singularly enough, was always 
playing leap-frog. Still another nightmare he suffered at a dance given by the old 
Duchess Dowager of Somerset, a terrible vision in castanets, who seized him and 
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beau: (adj, n) admirer, lover, follower; 
(n) swain, fop, dude, coxcomb, 
boyfriend, chap, love, dandy. 

castanets: (n) bones, maraca, finger 
cymbals, clappers. 

diplomat: (n) envoy, ambassador, 
intermediary, consul, minister, 
negotiator, diplomate, embassy, 
intermediator, moderator, politician. 

embrasure: (n) porthole, crenel, 
machicolation, recess, window, 
opening, crenelle, battlement, dent,  

casement. 
etiquette: (n) decorum, rite, civility, 

protocol, label, form, convention, 
decency, formality, tag, custom. 

footman: (n) attendant, butler, 
follower, flunkey, flunky, varlet, 
servitor, valet de chambre, boy, 
knave; (n, v) lackey. 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 
fatigued, puzzled, decorated. 

instructive: (adj) enlightening, 
illuminating, informatory, didactic,  

educational, edifying, advisory, 
instructional, clarifying, illustrative, 
admonitory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unenlightening, uninstructive. 

tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) plunging; 
(n) gymnastics, acrobatics, stunting, 
stunt flying, rumbling; (adv) 
headfirst. 

writhe: (adj, v) distort, wrest; (v) 
contort, wriggle, squirm, wrench, 
worm, coil, wiggle, thrash, warp. 
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forced him to perform a Highland fling before the assembled nobility and 
gentry, with the daughter of the Turkish Ambassador for partner. This might 
seem humorous to some, but to him the world turned to ashes.%

When the end of the season came, the private secretary had not yet won a 
private acquaintance, and he hugged himself in his solitude when the story of 
the battle of Bull Run appeared in the Times. He felt only the wish to be more 
private than ever, for Bull Run was a worse diplomatic than military disaster. All 
this is history and can be read by public schools if they choose; but the curious 
and unexpected happened to the Legation, for the effect of Bull Run on them was 
almost strengthening. They no longer felt doubt. For the next year they went on 
only from week to week, ready to leave England at once, and never assuming 
more than three months for their limit. Europe was waiting to see them go. So 
certain was the end that no one cared to hurry it. 

So far as a private secretary could see, this was all that saved his father. For 
many months he looked on himself as lost or finished in the character of private 
secretary; and as about to begin, without further experiment, a final education in 
the ranks of the Army of the Potomac where he would find most of his friends 
enjoying a much pleasanter life than his own. With this idea uppermost in his 
mind, he passed the summer and the autumn, and began the winter. Any winter 
in London is a severe trial; one’s first winter is the most trying; but the month of 
December, 1861, in Mansfield Street, Portland Place, would have gorged a 
glutton of gloom. 

One afternoon when he was struggling to resist complete nervous depression 
in the solitude of Mansfield Street, during the absence of the Minister and Mrs. 
Adams on a country visit, Reuter’s telegram announcing the seizure of Mason 
and Slidell from a British mail-steamer was brought to the office. All three 
secretaries, public and private were there—nervous as wild beasts under the 
long strain on their endurance—and all three, though they knew it to be not 
merely their order of departure—not merely diplomatic rupture—but a 
declaration of war—broke into shouts of delight. They were glad to face the end. 
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beasts: (n) stock. 
fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 

hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect. 

glutton: (n) wolverine, gormandizer, 
devourer, feeder, trencherman, 
cormorant, gourmand, eater, Gulo 
Gulo, mustelid; (adj) voracious. 
ANTONYM: (n) Dieter. 

gorged: (adj) sated, full, stuffed, 
congested, replete, satisfied, bursting, 

surfeited; (v) ready to burst. 
humorous: (adj) comical, funny, comic, 

droll, playful, hilarious, jocose, 
farcical, jocular; (adj, n) facetious, 
witty. ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, 
tragic, humorless, dull. 

ranks: (n) rank and file. 
seizure: (n) arrest, confiscation, 

capture, seizing, apprehension, 
appropriation, attachment, 
convulsion, detention; (adj, n) attack, 
assumption. ANTONYMS: (n)  

release, restoration, surrender. 
shouts: (n) cries. 
telegram: (n) cablegram, wire, 

telegraph, message, letter telegram, 
report, overseas telegram, news, 
marconigram, embassy, conducting 
wire. 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower. 
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They saw it and cheered it! Since England was waiting only for its own moment 
to strike, they were eager to strike first.%

They telegraphed the news to the Minister, who was staying with Monckton 
Milnes at Fryston in Yorkshire. How Mr. Adams took it, is told in the “Lives” of 
Lord Houghton and William E. Forster who was one of the Fryston party. The 
moment was for him the crisis of his diplomatic career; for the secretaries it was 
merely the beginning of another intolerable delay, as though they were a military 
outpost waiting orders to quit an abandoned position. At the moment of 
sharpest suspense, the Prince Consort sickened and died. Portland Place at 
Christmas in a black fog was never a rosy landscape, but in 1861 the most 
hardened Londoner lost his ruddiness. The private secretary had one source of 
comfort denied to them—he should not be private secretary long. 

He was mistaken—of course! He had been mistaken at every point of his 
education, and, on this point, he kept up the same mistake for nearly seven years 
longer, always deluded by the notion that the end was near. To him the Trent 
Affair was nothing but one of many affairs which he had to copy in a delicate 
round hand into his books, yet it had one or two results personal to him which 
left no trace on the Legation records. One of these, and to him the most 
important, was to put an end forever to the idea of being “useful.” Hitherto, as 
an independent and free citizen, not in the employ of the Government, he had 
kept up his relations with the American press. He had written pretty frequently 
to Henry J. Raymond, and Raymond had used his letters in the New York Times. 
He had also become fairly intimate with the two or three friendly newspapers in 
London, the Daily News, the Star, the weekly Spectator; and he had tried to give 
them news and views that should have a certain common character, and prevent 
clash. He had even gone down to Manchester to study the cotton famine, and 
wrote a long account of his visit which his brother Charles had published in the 
Boston Courier. Unfortunately it was printed with his name, and instantly came 
back upon him in the most crushing shape possible—that of a long, satirical 
leader in the London Times. Luckily the Times did not know its victim to be a 
part, though not an official, of the Legation, and lost the chance to make its satire 
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famine: (n) scarcity, shortage, 
privation, deficiency, deficit, 
starvation, drought, hunger, poverty, 
penury, failure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abundance, plenty, glut, feast, 
bounty, excess. 

hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 
confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, untempered, 

feeling, mild. 
outpost: (n) colony, settlement, picket, 

outskirt, boundary, outposts, branch, 
post, station, border, scout. 

rosy: (adj) hopeful, blooming, 
optimistic, auspicious, promising, 
bright, roseate, ruddy, fortunate, 
flushed, pink. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, depressing, hopeless, 
unpromising. 

ruddiness: (n) flush, rosiness, glow, 
complexion, skin color, rubicundity,  

redness, color, complection, high 
color, pinkness. ANTONYM: (n) 
pallor. 

sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified, 
appalled, shocked. 

suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge. 
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fatal; but he instantly learned the narrowness of his escape from old Joe Parkes, 
one of the traditional busy-bodies of politics, who had haunted London since 
1830, and who, after rushing to the Times office, to tell them all they did not 
know about Henry Adams, rushed to the Legation to tell Adams all he did not 
want to know about the Times. For a moment Adams thought his “usefulness” at 
an end in other respects than in the press, but a day or two more taught him the 
value of obscurity. He was totally unknown; he had not even a club; London was 
empty; no one thought twice about the Times article; no one except Joe Parkes 
ever spoke of it; and the world had other persons—such as President Lincoln, 
Secretary Seward, and Commodore Wilkes—for constant and favorite objects of 
ridicule. Henry Adams escaped, but he never tried to be useful again. The Trent 
Affair dwarfed individual effort. His education at least had reached the point of 
seeing its own proportions. “Surtout point de zele!” Zeal was too hazardous a 
profession for a Minister’s son to pursue, as a volunteer manipulator, among 
Trent Affairs and rebel cruisers. He wrote no more letters and meddled with no 
more newspapers, but he was still young, and felt unkindly towards the editor 
of the London Times.%

Mr. Delane lost few opportunities of embittering him, and he felt little or no 
hope of repaying these attentions; but the Trent Affair passed like a snowstorm, 
leaving the Legation, to its surprise, still in place. Although the private secretary 
saw in this delay—which he attributed to Mr. Seward’s good sense—no reason 
for changing his opinion about the views of the British Government, he had no 
choice but to sit down again at his table, and go on copying papers, filing letters, 
and reading newspaper accounts of the incapacity of Mr. Lincoln and the 
brutality of Mr. Seward—or vice versa. The heavy months dragged on and 
winter slowly turned to spring without improving his position or spirits. Socially 
he had but one relief; and, to the end of life, he never forgot the keen gratitude he 
owed for it. During this tedious winter and for many months afterwards, the 
only gleams of sunshine were on the days he passed at Walton-on-Thames as the 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Sturgis at Mount Felix. 
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embittering: (adj) onerous. 
filing: (n) storage, record, submission, 

entry, European patent application, 
friction, arrangement. 

manipulator: (n) driver, motorman, 
operator, positioner, causal agency, 
financier, fiddler, engine driver, 
elevator operator, demagogue, 
company operator. 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness,  

slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy. 

obscurity: (n) gloom, darkness, shade, 
dimness, obscureness, night, 
oblivion, haze, ambiguity, shadow, 
cloudiness. ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, 
fame, light, simplicity, prominence, 
celebrity, brightness. 

snowstorm: (n) blizzard, squall, flurry, 
snowfall, tempest, tornado,  

thunderstorm, rainstorm, hurricane, 
gale. 

surtout: (n) spencer. 
unkindly: (adv) cruelly, brutally, 

badly, maliciously, meanly, 
heartlessly, inconsiderately, 
pitilessly, nastily, unsympathetically; 
(adj) unkind. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
understandingly, pleasantly, 
innocently, gently, compassionately, 
benevolently, thoughtfully, 
mercifully. 
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His education had unfortunately little to do with bankers, although old 
George Peabody and his partner, Junius Morgan, were strong allies. Joshua Bates 
was devoted, and no one could be kinder than Thomas Baring, whose little 
dinners in Upper Grosvenor Street were certainly the best in London; but none 
offered a refuge to compare with Mount Felix, and, for the first time, the refuge 
was a liberal education. Mrs. Russell Sturgis was one of the women to whom an 
intelligent boy attaches himself as closely as he can. Henry Adams was not a very 
intelligent boy, and he had no knowledge of the world, but he knew enough to 
understand that a cub needed shape. The kind of education he most required 
was that of a charming woman, and Mrs. Russell Sturgis, a dozen years older 
than himself, could have good-naturedly trained a school of such, without an 
effort, and with infinite advantage to them. Near her he half forgot the anxieties 
of Portland Place. During two years of miserable solitude, she was in this social 
polar winter, the single source of warmth and light.%

Of course the Legation itself was home, and, under such pressure, life in it 
could be nothing but united. All the inmates made common cause, but this was 
no education. One lived, but was merely flayed alive. Yet, while this might be 
exactly true of the younger members of the household, it was not quite so with 
the Minister and Mrs. Adams. Very slowly, but quite steadily, they gained 
foothold. For some reason partly connected with American sources, British 
society had begun with violent social prejudice against Lincoln, Seward, and all 
the Republican leaders except Sumner. Familiar as the whole tribe of Adamses 
had been for three generations with the impenetrable stupidity of the British 
mind, and weary of the long struggle to teach it its own interests, the fourth 
generation could still not quite persuade itself that this new British prejudice was 
natural. The private secretary suspected that Americans in New York and Boston 
had something to do with it. The Copperhead was at home in Pall Mall. 
Naturally the Englishman was a coarse animal and liked coarseness. Had 
Lincoln and Seward been the ruffians supposed, the average Englishman would 
have liked them the better. The exceedingly quiet manner and the unassailable 
social position of Minister Adams in no way conciliated them. They chose to 
ignore him, since they could not ridicule him. Lord John Russell set the example. 
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coarseness: (n) grossness, indelicacy, 
inelegance, indecency, vulgarism, 
commonness, rudeness, inferiority, 
crudeness, crudity, awkwardness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delicacy, purity, 
refinement, smoothness, 
sophistication, tastefulness, civility, 
grace, propriety, decency. 

foothold: (n) bridgehead, beachhead, 
hold, support, handhold, basis, 
footholds, ground, step, toehold, 
position. 

generations: (n) generation, family. 
good-naturedly: (adv) friendly, 

obligingly, graciously, nicely, kind-
heartedly, genially, agreeably. 

impenetrable: (adj) impassable, thick, 
incomprehensible, hard, mysterious, 
unfathomable, unintelligible, 
impervious, opaque, heavy, obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) penetrable, 
readable, straightforward, apparent, 
simple, sparse, vulnerable, accessible, 
transparent, understandable, open. 

polar: (adj) diametric, opposite, glacial, 
freezing, cold, icy, pivotal, frigid, 
diametrical, gelid; (v) head. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tropical, 
equatorial, hot. 

unassailable: (adj) irrefutable, 
impregnable, invulnerable, strong, 
inviolable, invincible, secure, 
incontestable, watertight, 
incontrovertible, safe. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unsound, disputable, 
shameful, tenuous, corrupt. 
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Personally the Minister was to be kindly treated; politically he was negligible; he 
was there to be put aside. London and Paris imitated Lord John. Every one 
waited to see Lincoln and his hirelings disappear in one vast debacle. All 
conceived that the Washington Government would soon crumble, and that 
Minister Adams would vanish with the rest.%

This situation made Minister Adams an exception among diplomats. 
European rulers for the most part fought and treated as members of one family, 
and rarely had in view the possibility of total extinction; but the Governments 
and society of Europe, for a year at least, regarded the Washington Government 
as dead, and its Ministers as nullities. Minister Adams was better received than 
most nullities because he made no noise. Little by little, in private, society took 
the habit of accepting him, not so much as a diplomat, but rather as a member of 
opposition, or an eminent counsel retained for a foreign Government. He was to 
be received and considered; to be cordially treated as, by birth and manners, one 
of themselves. This curiously English way of getting behind a stupidity gave the 
Minister every possible advantage over a European diplomat. Barriers of race, 
language, birth, habit, ceased to exist. Diplomacy held diplomats apart in order 
to save Governments, but Earl Russell could not hold Mr. Adams apart. He was 
undistinguishable from a Londoner. In society few Londoners were so widely at 
home. None had such double personality and corresponding double weight. 

The singular luck that took him to Fryston to meet the shock of the Trent 
Affair under the sympathetic eyes of Monckton Milnes and William E. Forster 
never afterwards deserted him. Both Milnes and Forster needed support and 
were greatly relieved to be supported. They saw what the private secretary in 
May had overlooked, the hopeless position they were in if the American 
Minister made a mistake, and, since his strength was theirs, they lost no time in 
expressing to all the world their estimate of the Minister’s character. Between 
them the Minister was almost safe. 

One might discuss long whether, at that moment, Milnes or Forster were the 
more valuable ally, since they were influences of different kinds. Monckton 
Milnes was a social power in London, possibly greater than Londoners 
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conceived: (adj) formed. 
crumble: (v) decay, shatter, perish, 

crush, fragment, decompose, fall 
apart, disintegrate, break down, 
collapse; (adj, v) crack. ANTONYMS: 
(v) build, resist. 

debacle: (n) collapse, disaster, fiasco, 
deluge, catastrophe, crash, licking, 
havoc, dud, flop, downfall. 
ANTONYMS: (n) boon, triumph, 
victory. 

eminent: (adj) high, celebrated,  

elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, 
big, famous, renowned, conspicuous, 
dignified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undistinguished, obscure, low, 
unremarkable, common, 
uncelebrated, unimportant, 
insignificant, humble, ordinary. 

overlooked: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
unobserved, unnoted, unmarked. 

stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense, 
obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, 
absurdity, stolidity, slowness,  

denseness, idiocy, imbecility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sense, logic, 
cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, 
ability. 

undistinguishable: (adj) exactly alike, 
identical, undistinguished. 
ANTONYM: (adj) distinguishable. 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay. 
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themselves quite understood, for in London society as elsewhere, the dull and 
the ignorant made a large majority, and dull men always laughed at Monckton 
Milnes. Every bore was used to talk familiarly about “Dicky Milnes,” the “cool 
of the evening”; and of course he himself affected social eccentricity, challenging 
ridicule with the indifference of one who knew himself to be the first wit in 
London, and a maker of men—of a great many men. A word from him went far. 
An invitation to his breakfast-table went farther. Behind his almost Falstaffian 
mask and laugh of Silenus, he carried a fine, broad, and high intelligence which 
no one questioned. As a young man he had written verses, which some readers 
thought poetry, and which were certainly not altogether prose. Later, in 
Parliament he made speeches, chiefly criticised as too good for the place and too 
high for the audience. Socially, he was one of two or three men who went 
everywhere, knew everybody, talked of everything, and had the ear of Ministers; 
but unlike most wits, he held a social position of his own that ended in a peerage, 
and he had a house in Upper Brook Street to which most clever people were 
exceedingly glad of admission. His breakfasts were famous, and no one liked to 
decline his invitations, for it was more dangerous to show timidity than to risk a 
fray. He was a voracious reader, a strong critic, an art connoisseur in certain 
directions, a collector of books, but above all he was a man of the world by 
profession, and loved the contacts—perhaps the collisions—of society. Not even 
Henry Brougham dared do the things he did, yet Brougham defied rebuff. 
Milnes was the good-nature of London; the Gargantuan type of its refinement 
and coarseness; the most universal figure of May Fair.%

Compared with him, figures like Hayward, or Delane, or Venables, or Henry 
Reeve were quite secondary, but William E. Forster stood in a different class. 
Forster had nothing whatever to do with May Fair. Except in being a 
Yorkshireman he was quite the opposite of Milnes. He had at that time no social 
or political position; he never had a vestige of Milnes’s wit or variety; he was a 
tall, rough, ungainly figure, affecting the singular form of self-defense which the 
Yorkshiremen and Lancashiremen seem to hold dear—the exterior roughness 
assumed to cover an internal, emotional, almost sentimental nature. Kindly he 
had to be, if only by his inheritance from a Quaker ancestry, but he was a Friend 
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carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. 
familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 

ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, conventionally. 
ANTONYM: (adv) distantly. 

rebuff: (n, v) snub, check, cut; (v) 
reject, ignore, decline, repel; (n) 
denial, defeat, rebuke, rejection. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
approval, agreement; (v) welcome, 
acknowledge, agree. 

self-defense: (n) protection. 
timidity: (n) shyness, fear, 

bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
modesty, humility, coyness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 
boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
security. 

ungainly: (adj) clumsy, gawky, 
unwieldy, inelegant, inept, maladroit, 
uncouth, graceless, stiff, wooden, 
unmanageable. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

graceful, manageable, adroit, fitting, 
elegant. 

vestige: (n, v) trace, remains, track, 
token, footprint; (n) relic, shadow, 
remnant, indication, evidence, 
remainder. 

voracious: (adj) greedy, rapacious, 
ravenous, hungry, gluttonous, 
esurient, edacious, avid, ravening, 
grasping, insatiable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, disinterested, 
moderate. 
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one degree removed. Sentimental and emotional he must have been, or he could 
never have persuaded a daughter of Dr. Arnold to marry him. Pure gold, 
without a trace of base metal; honest, unselfish, practical; he took up the Union 
cause and made himself its champion, as a true Yorkshireman was sure to do, 
partly because of his Quaker anti-slavery convictions, and partly because it gave 
him a practical opening in the House. As a new member, he needed a field.%

Diffidence was not one of Forster’s weaknesses. His practical sense and his 
personal energy soon established him in leadership, and made him a powerful 
champion, not so much for ornament as for work. With such a manager, the 
friends of the Union in England began to take heart. Minister Adams had only to 
look on as his true champions, the heavy-weights, came into action, and even the 
private secretary caught now and then a stray gleam of encouragement as he saw 
the ring begin to clear for these burly Yorkshiremen to stand up in a prize-fight 
likely to be as brutal as ever England had known. Milnes and Forster were not 
exactly light-weights, but Bright and Cobden were the hardest hitters in England, 
and with them for champions the Minister could tackle even Lord Palmerston 
without much fear of foul play. 

In society John Bright and Richard Cobden were never seen, and even in 
Parliament they had no large following. They were classed as enemies of 
order,—anarchists,—and anarchists they were if hatred of the so-called 
established orders made them so. About them was no sort of political timidity. 
They took bluntly the side of the Union against Palmerston whom they hated. 
Strangers to London society, they were at home in the American Legation, 
delightful dinner-company, talking always with reckless freedom. Cobden was 
the milder and more persuasive; Bright was the more dangerous to approach; 
but the private secretary delighted in both, and nourished an ardent wish to see 
them talk the same language to Lord John Russell from the gangway of the 
House. 

With four such allies as these, Minister Adams stood no longer quite helpless. 
For the second time the British Ministry felt a little ashamed of itself after the 
Trent Affair, as well it might, and disposed to wait before moving again. Little by 
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ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm. 

arnold: (n) Benedict Arnold, Matthew 
Arnold. 

bluntly: (adv) frankly, directly, rudely, 
bluffly, coarsely, forthrightly,  

candidly, curtly, brusquely, gruffly, 
openly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deceitfully, hesitantly, indirectly, 
guardedly, politely. 

burly: (adj) rugged, beefy, brawny, 
strapping, hefty, muscular, husky, 
stout, strong; (adv) beefily, sturdily. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, skinny, 
thin, slim, small, anorexic, feeble, 
delicate, weak. 

gangway: (n) gangplank, gangboard, 
walkway, corridor, footbridge,  

bridge, doorway, thoroughfare, 
gateway, passageway, pass. 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle. 

nourished: (adj) fostered. 
ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 

embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip. 
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little, friends gathered about the Legation who were no fair-weather companions. 
The old anti-slavery, Exeter Hall, Shaftesbury clique turned out to be an 
annoying and troublesome enemy, but the Duke of Argyll was one of the most 
valuable friends the Minister found, both politically and socially, and the 
Duchess was as true as her mother. Even the private secretary shared faintly in 
the social profit of this relation, and never forgot dining one night at the Lodge, 
and finding himself after dinner engaged in instructing John Stuart Mill about 
the peculiar merits of an American protective system. In spite of all the 
probabilities, he convinced himself that it was not the Duke’s claret which led 
him to this singular form of loquacity; he insisted that it was the fault of Mr. Mill 
himself who led him on by assenting to his point of view. Mr. Mill took no 
apparent pleasure in dispute, and in that respect the Duke would perhaps have 
done better; but the secretary had to admit that though at other periods of life he 
was sufficiently and even amply snubbed by Englishmen, he could never recall a 
single occasion during this trying year, when he had to complain of rudeness.%

Friendliness he found here and there, but chiefly among his elders; not 
among fashionable or socially powerful people, either men or women; although 
not even this rule was quite exact, for Frederick Cavendish’s kindness and 
intimate relations made Devonshire House almost familiar, and Lyulph Stanley’s 
ardent Americanism created a certain cordiality with the Stanleys of Alderley 
whose house was one of the most frequented in London. Lorne, too, the future 
Argyll, was always a friend. Yet the regular course of society led to more literary 
intimacies. Sir Charles Trevelyan’s house was one of the first to which young 
Adams was asked, and with which his friendly relations never ceased for near 
half a century, and then only when death stopped them. Sir Charles and Lady 
Lyell were intimates. Tom Hughes came into close alliance. By the time society 
began to reopen its doors after the death of the Prince Consort, even the private 
secretary occasionally saw a face he knew, although he made no more effort of 
any kind, but silently waited the end. Whatever might be the advantages of 
social relations to his father and mother, to him the whole business of diplomacy 
and society was futile. He meant to go home. 
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amply: (adj, adv) abundantly, 
sufficiently; (adv) fully, well, lavishly, 
plentifully, richly, generously, 
enough, adequately, capaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
inadequately, illiberally, sparingly, 
poorly. 

claret: (v) cider, Brazil tea, ice water; 
(n) blood, red wine, Bordeaux, red; 
(adj) dark red, burgundy, cherry, 
crimson. 

clique: (n) clan, faction, set, circle,  

gang, coterie, ring, group, band, knot, 
assembly. 

cordiality: (adj, n) friendliness, 
geniality, sympathy, sociability; (n) 
hospitality, sincerity, affability, 
amity, kindness, amiability; (v) 
heartiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
frostiness, disapproval, 
disapprobation, disagreement, 
difference, misunderstanding, 
hostility, rudeness. 

instructing: (adj) directory, directorial, 

enjoining, containing directions, 
improving. 

loquacity: (n) garrulity, garrulousness, 
communicativeness, talkativeness, 
gab, verbiage, prate, verbosity, 
effusiveness, futility, eloquence. 

reopen: (v) open, resume, restart, 
revive, resurrect, open up, pick up, 
regenerate, open again, take up, 
continue. 

snubbed: (adj) upset, hurt, affronted, 
offended, slighted. 
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CHAPTER  % IX  

 
FOES  OR  FR IENDS  ( 1862 )  

 
 

OF the year 1862 Henry Adams could never think without a shudder. The 
war alone did not greatly distress him; already in his short life he was used to 
seeing people wade in blood, and he could plainly discern in history, that man 
from the beginning had found his chief amusement in bloodshed; but the 
ferocious joy of destruction at its best requires that one should kill what one 
hates, and young Adams neither hated nor wanted to kill his friends the rebels, 
while he wanted nothing so much as to wipe England off the earth. Never could 
any good come from that besotted race! He was feebly trying to save his own 
life. Every day the British Government deliberately crowded him one step 
further into the grave. He could see it; the Legation knew it; no one doubted it; 
no one thought of questioning it. The Trent Affair showed where Palmerston and 
Russell stood. The escape of the rebel cruisers from Liverpool was not, in a 
young man’s eyes, the sign of hesitation, but the proof of their fixed intention to 
intervene. Lord Russell’s replies to Mr. Adams’s notes were discourteous in their 
indifference, and, to an irritable young private secretary of twenty-four, were 
insolent in their disregard of truth. Whatever forms of phrase were usual in 
public to modify the harshness of invective, in private no political opponent in 
England, and few political friends, hesitated to say brutally of Lord John Russell 
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besotted: (adj) infatuated, pissed, 
tipsy, enamored, hooked, 
muddleheaded, inebriated, blind 
drunk; (v) conceited, dogmatic, 
positive. 

discern: (v) differentiate, see, 
comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
disregard, observe, overlook. 

discourteous: (adj) brusque, abrupt,  

unmannered, curt, gruff, impertinent, 
insolent, offensive, rude, churlish, 
tactless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
courteous, polite, gracious, 
respectful, mannered, refined, civil, 
obliging. 

feebly: (adv) faintly, 
unenthusiastically, dimly, hopelessly, 
unproductively, unpersuasively, 
unconvincingly, uncertainly, 
reluctantly, powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly,  

confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 
effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably, 
wholeheartedly. 

invective: (n, v) abuse, insult, 
contumely, vituperation; (n) diatribe, 
denunciation, tirade, curse, reproach, 
ignominy; (adj) abusive. 

wade: (v) ride the storm, buffet the 
waves, skim, swim, splash, wallow; 
(n) Virginia wade. 
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that he lied. This was no great reproach, for, more or less, every statesman lied, 
but the intensity of the private secretary’s rage sprang from his belief that 
Russell’s form of defence covered intent to kill. Not for an instant did the 
Legation draw a free breath. The suspense was hideous and unendurable.%

The Minister, no doubt, endured it, but he had support and consideration, 
while his son had nothing to think about but his friends who were mostly dying 
under McClellan in the swamps about Richmond, or his enemies who were 
exulting in Pall Mall. He bore it as well as he could till midsummer, but, when 
the story of the second Bull Run appeared, he could bear it no longer, and after a 
sleepless night, walking up and down his room without reflecting that his father 
was beneath him, he announced at breakfast his intention to go home into the 
army. His mother seemed to be less impressed by the announcement than by the 
walking over her head, which was so unlike her as to surprise her son. His 
father, too, received the announcement quietly. No doubt they expected it, and 
had taken their measures in advance. In those days, parents got used to all sorts 
of announcements from their children. Mr. Adams took his son’s defection as 
quietly as he took Bull Run; but his son never got the chance to go. He found 
obstacles constantly rising in his path. The remonstrances of his brother Charles, 
who was himself in the Army of the Potomac, and whose opinion had always the 
greatest weight with Henry, had much to do with delaying action; but he felt, of 
his own accord, that if he deserted his post in London, and found the Capuan 
comforts he expected in Virginia where he would have only bullets to wound 
him, he would never forgive himself for leaving his father and mother alone to 
be devoured by the wild beasts of the British amphitheatre. This reflection might 
not have stopped him, but his father’s suggestion was decisive. The Minister 
pointed out that it was too late for him to take part in the actual campaign, and 
that long before next spring they would all go home together. 

The young man had copied too many affidavits about rebel cruisers to miss 
the point of this argument, so he sat down again to copy some more. Consul 
Dudley at Liverpool provided a continuous supply. Properly, the affidavits were 
no business of the private secretary, but practically the private secretary did a 
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amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, arena, 
stadium, gallery, bowl, coliseum, 
colosseum. 

comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences. 

consul: (n) diplomat, chancellor, 
legate, diplomatist, internuncio, 
nuncio, proconsul, envoy, 
ambassador, provost, warden. 

defection: (n) apostasy, desertion, 
rejection, decampment, renunciation, 
abscondment, abandonment,  

repudiation, forsaking, backsliding, 
defect. ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, 
loyalty, staunchness, steadfastness. 

delaying: (adj) dilatory, lingering, 
protractive, backward, behindhand, 
continuing, flagging, hesitant, slow; 
(n) hesitation, dalliance. 

exulting: (adj) jubilant, flushed, 
triumphant, experiencing triumph, 
rejoicing, prideful, elated, disdainful, 
triumphal; (v) exult; (n) joy. 

lied: (n) song, hymn. 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, charge, 
abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, condemn; 
(n) condemnation. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) praise; (v) commend, approve; (n) 
compliment, commendation, 
approval. 

sleepless: (adj) insomniac, lidless, 
vigilant, wakeful, awake, watchful, 
disturbed, alert, unquiet, uneasy, 
restive. 

 

 

  



Henry Adams 131

second secretary’s work, and was glad to do it, if it would save Mr. Seward the 
trouble of sending more secretaries of his own selection to help the Minister. The 
work was nothing, and no one ever complained of it; not even Moran, the 
Secretary of Legation after the departure of Charley Wilson, though he might sit 
up all night to copy. Not the work, but the play exhausted. The effort of facing a 
hostile society was bad enough, but that of facing friends was worse. After 
terrific disasters like the seven days before Richmond and the second Bull Run, 
friends needed support; a tone of bluff would have been fatal, for the average 
mind sees quickest through a bluff; nothing answers but candor; yet private 
secretaries never feel candid, however much they feel the reverse, and therefore 
they must affect candor; not always a simple act when one is exasperated, 
furious, bitter, and choking with tears over the blunders and incapacity of one’s 
Government. If one shed tears, they must be shed on one’s pillow. Least of all, 
must one throw extra strain on the Minister, who had all he could carry without 
being fretted in his family. One must read one’s Times every morning over one’s 
muffin without reading aloud—“Another disastrous Federal Defeat”; and one 
might not even indulge in harmless profanity. Self-restraint among friends 
required much more effort than keeping a quiet face before enemies. Great men 
were the worst blunderers. One day the private secretary smiled, when standing 
with the crowd in the throne-room while the endless procession made bows to 
the royal family, at hearing, behind his shoulder, one Cabinet Minister remark 
gaily to another: “So the Federals have got another licking!” The point of the 
remark was its truth. Even a private secretary had learned to control his tones 
and guard his features and betray no joy over the “lickings” of an enemy—in the 
enemy’s presence.%

London was altogether beside itself on one point, in especial; it created a 
nightmare of its own, and gave it the shape of Abraham Lincoln. Behind this it 
placed another demon, if possible more devilish, and called it Mr. Seward. In 
regard to these two men, English society seemed demented. Defence was 
useless; explanation was vain; one could only let the passion exhaust itself. One’s 
best friends were as unreasonable as enemies, for the belief in poor Mr. Lincoln’s 
brutality and Seward’s ferocity became a dogma of popular faith. The last time 
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candid: (adj) blunt, outspoken, 
ingenuous, direct, sincere, open, 
forthright, artless, equitable, honest, 
guileless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scheming, tricky, artful, deceitful, 
dishonest, guarded, indirect, 
insincere, inhibited, disingenuous, 
evasive. 

candor: (adj, n) honesty, sincerity, 
truth, abandon, fidelity, uprightness; 
(n) frankness, integrity, fairness, 
candidness, outspokenness.  

ANTONYMS: (n) unfairness, 
indirectness, deception, doublespeak, 
delicacy, conformity, caution, tact. 

demented: (adj) daft, brainsick, 
delirious, frenetic, mad, deranged, 
insane, psychotic, distracted, lunatic, 
unbalanced. ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, 
balanced, stable, reasonable, rational, 
calm. 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked,  

diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous. 

muffin: (n) gem, cake, jewel, 
gemstone, English muffin, bran 
muffin, corn muffin. 

profanity: (n) blasphemy, oath, 
irreverence, obscenity, swearing, 
profanation, sacrilege, swear word, 
expletive, disrespect, utterance. 
ANTONYM: (n) purity. 
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Henry %Adams saw Thackeray, before his sudden death at Christmas in 1863, 
was in entering the house of Sir Henry Holland for an evening reception. 
Thackeray was pulling on his coat downstairs, laughing because, in his usual 
blind way, he had stumbled into the wrong house and not found it out till he 
shook hands with old Sir Henry, whom he knew very well, but who was not the 
host he expected. Then his tone changed as he spoke of his—and Adams’s—
friend, Mrs. Frank Hampton, of South Carolina, whom he had loved as Sally 
Baxter and painted as Ethel Newcome. Though he had never quite forgiven her 
marriage, his warmth of feeling revived when he heard that she had died of 
consumption at Columbia while her parents and sister were refused permission 
to pass through the lines to see her. In speaking of it, Thackeray’s voice trembled 
and his eyes filled with tears. The coarse cruelty of Lincoln and his hirelings was 
notorious. He never doubted that the Federals made a business of harrowing the 
tenderest feelings of women—particularly of women—in order to punish their 
opponents. On quite insufficient evidence he burst into violent reproach. Had 
Adams carried in his pocket the proofs that the reproach was unjust, he would 
have gained nothing by showing them. At that moment Thackeray, and all 
London society with him, needed the nervous relief of expressing emotion; for if 
Mr. Lincoln was not what they said he—was what were they? 

For like reason, the members of the Legation kept silence, even in private, 
under the boorish Scotch jibes of Carlyle. If Carlyle was wrong, his diatribes 
would give his true measure, and this measure would be a low one, for Carlyle 
was not likely to be more sincere or more sound in one thought than in another. 
The proof that a philosopher does not know what he is talking about is apt to 
sadden his followers before it reacts on himself. Demolition of one’s idols is 
painful, and Carlyle had been an idol. Doubts cast on his stature spread far into 
general darkness like shadows of a setting sun. Not merely the idols fell, but also 
the habit of faith. If Carlyle, too, was a fraud, what were his scholars and school? 

Society as a rule was civil, and one had no more reason to complain than 
every other diplomatist has had, in like conditions, but one’s few friends in 
society were mere ornament. The Legation could not dream of contesting social 
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boorish: (adj) loutish, vulgar, churlish, 
gruff, discourteous, rough, rude, 
crude, unrefined, coarse, barbaric. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gallant, refined, 
cultured, courteous, charming, 
sophisticated, humane. 

diplomatist: (n) consul, ambassador, 
official, functionary, embassy, 
diplomatic minister, nuncio, minister, 
plenipotentiary, jay, page. 

forgiven: (v) conciliatory, placable. 
harrowing: (adj) agonizing,  

excruciating, painful, distressing, 
torturous, disturbing, tormenting, 
traumatic, frightful, terrible; (v) 
rending. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartening, pleasing, safe. 

heard: (n) hearing. 
idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 

graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved. 

punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute.  

ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
pardon, reward, commend. 

sadden: (v) aggrieve, distress, pain, 
grieve, afflict, sad, hurt, oppress, 
dishearten, trouble, weigh down. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
gladden, please, cheer, comfort. 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, unmerited, 
unjustified. ANTONYMS: (adj) just, 
equitable, rightful, reasonable, good. 
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control. The best they could do was to escape mortification, and by this time 
their relations were good enough to save the Minister’s family from that 
annoyance. Now and then, the fact could not be wholly disguised that some one 
had refused to meet—or to receive—the Minister; but never an open insult, or 
any expression of which the Minister had to take notice. Diplomacy served as a 
buffer in times of irritation, and no diplomat who knew his business fretted at 
what every diplomat—and none more commonly than the English—had to 
expect; therefore Henry Adams, though not a diplomat and wholly unprotected, 
went his way peacefully enough, seeing clearly that society cared little to make 
his acquaintance, but seeing also no reason why society should discover charms 
in him of which he was himself unconscious. He went where he was asked; he 
was always courteously received; he was, on the whole, better treated than at 
Washington; and he held his tongue.%

For a thousand reasons, the best diplomatic house in London was Lord 
Palmerston’s, while Lord John Russell’s was one of the worst. Of neither host 
could a private secretary expect to know anything. He might as well have 
expected to know the Grand Lama. Personally Lord Palmerston was the last man 
in London that a cautious private secretary wanted to know. Other Prime 
Ministers may perhaps have lived who inspired among diplomatists as much 
distrust as Palmerston, and yet between Palmerston’s word and Russell’s word, 
one hesitated to decide, and gave years of education to deciding, whether either 
could be trusted, or how far. The Queen herself in her famous memorandum of 
August 12, 1850, gave her opinion of Palmerston in words that differed little 
from words used by Lord John Russell, and both the Queen and Russell said in 
substance only what Cobden and Bright said in private. Every diplomatist 
agreed with them, yet the diplomatic standard of trust seemed to be other than 
the parliamentarian No professional diplomatists worried about falsehoods. 
Words were with them forms of expression which varied with individuals, but 
falsehood was more or less necessary to all. The worst liars were the candid. 
What diplomatists wanted to know was the motive that lay beyond the 
expression. In the case of Palmerston they were unanimous in warning new 
colleagues that they might expect to be sacrificed by him to any momentary 
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courteously: (adv) graciously, civilly, 
considerately, decorously, decently, 
gallantly, obligingly, urbanely, 
suavely, thoughtfully, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
uncooperatively, disrespectfully, 
impolitely. 

distrust: (n, v) mistrust, discredit; (n) 
suspicion, misgiving, disbelief, 
uncertainty, hesitation; (v) suspect, 
disbelieve, question; (adj) distrustful. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, faith,  

trustingness, certainty, belief, 
optimism; (v) believe, entrust, 
depend, confide. 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) deceit, 
falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality. 

mortification: (n) chagrin, 
embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, corruption, 
necrosis, degradation; (adj, n)  

vexation; (adj) grievance. 
parliamentarian: (n) congressman, 

legislator, lord, Robert; (adj) 
legislative. 

refused: (adj) forbidden, refuse, 
prohibited, hence. 

unprotected: (adj) exposed, 
unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, protected, 
secure, invulnerable. 
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personal object. Every new Minister or Ambassador at the Court of St. James 
received this preliminary lesson that he must, if possible, keep out of 
Palmerston’s reach. The rule was not secret or merely diplomatic. The Queen 
herself had emphatically expressed the same opinion officially. If Palmerston had 
an object to gain, he would go down to the House of Commons and betray or 
misrepresent a foreign Minister, without concern for his victim. No one got back 
on him with a blow equally mischievous—not even the Queen—for, as old Baron 
Brunnow described him: “C’est une peau de rhinocere!” Having gained his 
point, he laughed, and his public laughed with him, for the usual British—or 
American—public likes to be amused, and thought it very amusing to see these 
beribboned and bestarred foreigners caught and tossed and gored on the horns 
of this jovial, slashing, devil-may-care British bull.%

Diplomatists have no right to complain of mere lies; it is their own fault, if, 
educated as they are, the lies deceive them; but they complain bitterly of traps. 
Palmerston was believed to lay traps. He was the enfant terrible of the British 
Government. On the other hand, Lady Palmerston was believed to be good and 
loyal. All the diplomats and their wives seemed to think so, and took their 
troubles to her, believing that she would try to help them. For this reason among 
others, her evenings at home—Saturday Reviews, they were called—had great 
vogue. An ignorant young American could not be expected to explain it. 
Cambridge House was no better for entertaining than a score of others. Lady 
Palmerston was no longer young or handsome, and could hardly at any age have 
been vivacious. The people one met there were never smart and seldom young; 
they were largely diplomatic, and diplomats are commonly dull; they were 
largely political, and politicians rarely decorate or beautify an evening party; 
they were sprinkled with literary people, who are notoriously unfashionable; 
the women were of course ill-dressed and middle-aged; the men looked mostly 
bored or out of place; yet, beyond a doubt, Cambridge House was the best, and 
perhaps the only political house in London, and its success was due to Lady 
Palmerston, who never seemed to make an effort beyond a friendly recognition. 
As a lesson in social education, Cambridge House gave much subject for 
thought. First or last, one was to know dozens of statesmen more powerful and 
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beautify: (v) ornament, embellish, 
decorate, deck, enhance, trim, 
garnish, gild, dress up, improve, 
bead. ANTONYMS: (v) deface, strip, 
mar, disfigure, uglify. 

devil-may-care: (adj) reckless, rash, 
happy-go-lucky, jaunty, rollicking, 
unmindful, easygoing, careless, 
wanton, foolhardy, negligent. 

jovial: (adj, n) gay; (adj) jolly, genial, 
glad, festive, joyful, gleeful, merry, 
jocund, cheerful, blithe.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
gloomy, frosty, serious, hostile. 

misrepresent: (v) falsify, garble, belie, 
juggle, lie, pervert, warp, fudge, 
color, fake, exaggerate. 

slashing: (adj) severe, vehement, 
violent, superb, tremendous, racy, 
spirited, stunning, bold, lively; (n) 
ground clearance. 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted. 

unfashionable: (adj) dowdy, unstylish, 

behind the times, old, out of fashion, 
outdated, old-fashioned, antiquated, 
out, styleless, unconventional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) in, trendy, fresh. 

vivacious: (adj) lively, animated, 
sprightly, vibrant, spry, effervescent, 
gay; (adj, v) cheerful, active, buoyant, 
brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
lethargic, listless, compliment, 
inactive, praise, languid, lifeless, 
serious, sluggish. 

wives: (n) woman. 
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more agreeable than Lord Palmerston; dozens of ladies more beautiful and more 
painstaking than Lady Palmerston; but no political house so successful as 
Cambridge House. The world never explains such riddles. The foreigners said 
only that Lady Palmerston was “ sympathique.” 

The small fry of the Legations were admitted there, or tolerated, without a 
further effort to recognize their existence, but they were pleased because rarely 
tolerated anywhere else, and there they could at least stand in a corner and look 
at a bishop or even a duke. This was the social diversion of young Adams. No 
one knew him—not even the lackeys. The last Saturday evening he ever 
attended, he gave his name as usual at the foot of the staircase, and was rather 
disturbed to hear it shouted up as “Mr. Handrew Hadams!” He tried to correct it, 
and the footman shouted more loudly: “Mr. Hanthony Hadams!” With some 
temper he repeated the correction, and was finally announced as “Mr. 
Halexander Hadams,” and under this name made his bow for the last time to 
Lord Palmerston who certainly knew no better.%

Far down the staircase one heard Lord Palmerston’s laugh as he stood at the 
door receiving his guests, talking probably to one of his henchmen, Delane, 
Borthwick, or Hayward, who were sure to be near. The laugh was singular, 
mechanical, wooden, and did not seem to disturb his features. “Ha! ...Ha! ...Ha!” 
Each was a slow, deliberate ejaculation, and all were in the same tone, as though 
he meant to say: “Yes! ...Yes! ...Yes!” by way of assurance. It was a laugh of 1810 
and the Congress of Vienna. Adams would have much liked to stop a moment 
and ask whether William Pitt and the Duke of Wellington had laughed so; but 
young men attached to foreign Ministers asked no questions at all of Palmerston 
and their chiefs asked as few as possible. One made the usual bow and received 
the usual glance of civility; then passed on to Lady Palmerston, who was always 
kind in manner, but who wasted no remarks; and so to Lady Jocelyn with her 
daughter, who commonly had something friendly to say; then went through the 
diplomatic corps, Brunnow, Musurus, Azeglio, Apponyi, Van de Weyer, Bille, 
Tricoupi, and the rest, finally dropping into the hands of some literary accident 
as strange there as one’s self. The routine varied little. There was no attempt at 
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civility: (n) politeness, courtesy, 
comity, attention, propriety, 
affability, amenity, cultivation, 
complaisance, courteousness, 
civilization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rudeness, incivility, coarseness. 

corps: (n) company, army, army corps, 
detachment, troop, battalion, body, 
regiment, crew, party, task force. 

correction: (n) amendment, 
adjustment, alteration, chastisement, 
discipline, redress, castigation,  

modification, punishment, 
improvement, emendation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fabrication, reward, 
award, persuasion. 

diversion: (n) amusement, 
entertainment, pastime, deviation, 
distraction, detour, fun, sport, 
recreation, digression, deflexion. 

dozens: (n) scores, dozen, tons, taunt, 
stacks, slews, scads, rafts, lots, loads, 
lashings. 

ejaculation: (n) cry, ejection, emission, 

interjection, discharge, vociferation, 
expelling, exclaiming, eruption, 
shout, emanation. 

painstaking: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
conscientious, careful, laborious, 
exact, scrupulous, meticulous, 
thorough, particular, studious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) careless, 
neglectful, rushed, sloppy, easy, lazy, 
rash, rough, slapdash, untidy. 

tolerated: (adj) permissive, permitted, 
permitting, suffered, admissible. 
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entertainment. Except for the desperate isolation of these two first seasons, even 
secretaries would have found the effort almost as mechanical as a levee at St. 
James’s Palace.%

Lord Palmerston was not Foreign Secretary; he was Prime Minister, but he 
loved foreign affairs and could no more resist scoring a point in diplomacy than 
in whist. Ministers of foreign powers, knowing his habits, tried to hold him at 
arms’-length, and, to do this, were obliged to court the actual Foreign Secretary, 
Lord John Russell, who, on July 30, 1861, was called up to the House of Lords as 
an earl. By some process of personal affiliation, Minister Adams succeeded in 
persuading himself that he could trust Lord Russell more safely than Lord 
Palmerston. His son, being young and ill-balanced in temper, thought there was 
nothing to choose. Englishmen saw little difference between them, and 
Americans were bound to follow English experience in English character. 
Minister Adams had much to learn, although with him as well as with his son, 
the months of education began to count as aeons. 

Just as Brunnow predicted, Lord Palmerston made his rush at last, as 
unexpected as always, and more furiously than though still a private secretary of 
twenty-four. Only a man who had been young with the battle of Trafalgar could 
be fresh and jaunty to that point, but Minister Adams was not in a position to 
sympathize with octogenarian youth and found himself in a danger as critical as 
that of his numerous predecessors. It was late one after noon in June, 1862, as the 
private secretary returned, with the Minister, from some social function, that he 
saw his father pick up a note from his desk and read it in silence. Then he said 
curtly: “Palmerston wants a quarrel!” This was the point of the incident as he felt 
it. Palmerston wanted a quarrel; he must not be gratified; he must be stopped. 
The matter of quarrel was General Butler’s famous woman-order at New 
Orleans, but the motive was the belief in President Lincoln’s brutality that had 
taken such deep root in the British mind. Knowing Palmerston’s habits, the 
Minister took for granted that he meant to score a diplomatic point by producing 
this note in the House of Commons. If he did this at once, the Minister was lost; 
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affiliation: (n) coalition, connection, 
relationship, alliance, partnership, 
linkage, federation, bond, tie, 
annexation; (n, v) filiation. 

curtly: (adv) abruptly, brusquely, 
briefly, tersely, rudely, gruffly, 
snappishly, sharply, succinctly, 
offhandly, laconically. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) kindly, pleasantly, politely, 
verbosely, civilly. 

furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly,  

wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly. 

jaunty: (adj) dapper, dashing, 
debonair, breezy, perky, carefree, 
chipper, smart, bright, buoyant; (adj, 
n) janty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, melancholy. 

levee: (n) dike, dam, dyke, 
embankment, weir, dock, reunion, 
jetty, wall; (adj, n) reception; (adj) 
entertainment. 

octogenarian: (n) sexagenarian. 
sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 

condole, compassionate, feel, 
sympathise, identify with, empathize, 
have compassion, feel sorry for, feel 
for. ANTONYMS: (v) disapprove, 
disregard. 

wants: (n) need, necessities. 
whist: (adj) quiet, noiseless; (n) long 

whist, short whist, whisk, tut, tush, 
dummy whist, cards, card game; (v) 
shut up. 
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the quarrel was made; and one new victim to Palmerston’s passion for 
popularity was sacrificed.%

The moment was nervous—as far as the private secretary knew, quite the 
most critical moment in the records of American diplomacy—but the story 
belongs to history, not to education, and can be read there by any one who cares 
to read it. As a part of Henry Adams’s education it had a value distinct from 
history. That his father succeeded in muzzling Palmerston without a public 
scandal, was well enough for the Minister, but was not enough for a private 
secretary who liked going to Cambridge House, and was puzzled to reconcile 
contradictions. That Palmerston had wanted a quarrel was obvious; why, then, 
did he submit so tamely to being made the victim of the quarrel? The 
correspondence that followed his note was conducted feebly on his side, and he 
allowed the United States Minister to close it by a refusal to receive further 
communications from him except through Lord Russell. The step was 
excessively strong, for it broke off private relations as well as public, and cost 
even the private secretary his invitations to Cambridge House. Lady Palmerston 
tried her best, but the two ladies found no resource except tears. They had to do 
with American Minister perplexed in the extreme. Not that Mr. Adams lost his 
temper, for he never felt such a weight of responsibility, and was never more 
cool; but he could conceive no other way of protecting his Government, not to 
speak of himself, than to force Lord Russell to interpose. He believed that 
Palmerston’s submission and silence were due to Russell. Perhaps he was right; 
at the time, his son had no doubt of it, though afterwards he felt less sure. 
Palmerston wanted a quarrel; the motive seemed evident; yet when the quarrel 
was made, he backed out of it; for some reason it seemed that he did not want 
it—at least, not then. He never showed resentment against Mr. Adams at the 
time or afterwards. He never began another quarrel. Incredible as it seemed, he 
behaved like a well-bred gentleman who felt himself in the wrong. Possibly this 
change may have been due to Lord Russell’s remonstrances, but the private 
secretary would have felt his education in politics more complete had he ever 
finally made up his mind whether Palmerston was more angry with General 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

backed: (adj) upheld, support, backed 
up, coated, lined. 

excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, 
moderately, insufficiently. 

interpose: (v) interject, insert, 
interpolate, intercede, intervene, 
meddle, intrude, tamper, step in, butt 

in; (adj, v) intermeddle. 
perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 

baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, involved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unperplexed, 
assured, clear, knowing. 

quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) fight, 
feud, brawl, row, altercation, argue, 
conflict, squabble; (n) dissension, 
difference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
agreement, reconciliation,  

acceptance, concord, consensus; (v) 
agree. 

tamely: (adv) dully, blandly, gentlely, 
insipidly, obediently, uninterestingly, 
moderately, brokenly, subduedly, 
domestically, flatly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cruelly, assertively, 
disobediently, interestingly, wildly. 

well-bred: (adj) courteous, mannerly, 
urbane, civil, genteel, gentlemanly, 
refined, nice, sophisticated, 
thoughtful, debonair. 
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Butler, or more annoyed at himself, for committing what was in both cases an 
unpardonable betise.%

At the time, the question was hardly raised, for no one doubted Palmerston’s 
attitude or his plans. The season was near its end, and Cambridge House was 
soon closed. The Legation had troubles enough without caring to publish more. 
The tide of English feeling ran so violently against it that one could only wait to 
see whether General McClellan would bring it relief. The year 1862 was a dark 
spot in Henry Adams’s life, and the education it gave was mostly one that he 
gladly forgot. As far as he was aware, he made no friends; he could hardly make 
enemies; yet towards the close of the year he was flattered by an invitation from 
Monckton Milnes to Fryston, and it was one of many acts of charity towards the 
young that gave Milnes immortality. Milnes made it his business to be kind. 
Other people criticised him for his manner of doing it, but never imitated him. 
Naturally, a dispirited, disheartened private secretary was exceedingly grateful, 
and never forgot the kindness, but it was chiefly as education that this first 
country visit had value. Commonly, country visits are much alike, but Monckton 
Milnes was never like anybody, and his country parties served his purpose of 
mixing strange elements. Fryston was one of a class of houses that no one sought 
for its natural beauties, and the winter mists of Yorkshire were rather more 
evident for the absence of the hostess on account of them, so that the singular 
guests whom Milnes collected to enliven his December had nothing to do but 
astonish each other, if anything could astonish such men. Of the five, Adams 
alone was tame; he alone added nothing to the wit or humor, except as a listener; 
but they needed a listener and he was useful. Of the remaining four, Milnes was 
the oldest, and perhaps the sanest in spite of his superficial eccentricities, for 
Yorkshire sanity was true to a standard of its own, if not to other conventions; 
yet even Milnes startled a young American whose Boston and Washington mind 
was still fresh. He would not have been startled by the hard-drinking, horse-
racing Yorkshireman of whom he had read in books; but Milnes required a 
knowledge of society and literature that only himself possessed, if one were to 
try to keep pace with him. He had sought contact with everybody and 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astonish: (adj, v) astound; (adj, n, v) 
surprise; (adj) astonishing, surprised; 
(v) flabbergast, daze, confound, 
dazzle, stun, alarm, nonplus. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expect, bore. 

disheartened: (adj) dejected, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, 
hopeful. 

dispirited: (adj) depressed, 
disconsolate, downcast, discouraged, 
blue, crestfallen, dismal, down, 
downhearted, disheartened, 
melancholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, optimistic, euphoric, 
enthused, heartened, happy, 
enthusiastic, positive. 

enliven: (v) animate, inspire, refresh, 
encourage, exhilarate, elate, liven up, 
stimulate, invigorate, energize; (adj, 
v) brighten. ANTONYMS: (v) bore,  

subdue, tire, spoil, dull, deflate, 
dampen, deaden, exhaust, depress. 

troubles: (n) dilemma, evils, harms, 
ills. 

unpardonable: (adj) irremissible, 
unforgivable, indefensible, terrible, 
appalling, unwarranted, awful, 
unacceptable, shocking, not 
remissible; (v) inexpiable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pardonable, 
excusable, justified, excellent, 
justifiable. 
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everything that Europe could offer. He knew it all from several points of view, 
and chiefly as humorous.%

The second of the party was also of a certain age; a quiet, well-mannered, 
singularly agreeable gentleman of the literary class. When Milnes showed 
Adams to his room to dress for dinner, he stayed a moment to say a word about 
this guest, whom he called Stirling of Keir. His sketch closed with the hint that 
Stirling was violent only on one point—hatred of Napoleon III. On that point, 
Adams was himself sensitive, which led him to wonder how bad the Scotch 
gentleman might be. The third was a man of thirty or thereabouts, whom Adams 
had already met at Lady Palmerston’s carrying his arm in a sling. His figure and 
bearing were sympathetic—almost pathetic—with a certain grave and gentle 
charm, a pleasant smile, and an interesting story. He was Lawrence Oliphant, 
just from Japan, where he had been wounded in the fanatics’ attack on the British 
Legation. He seemed exceptionally sane and peculiarly suited for country 
houses, where every man would enjoy his company, and every woman would 
adore him. He had not then published “Piccadilly”; perhaps he was writing it; 
while, like all the young men about the Foreign Office, he contributed to The 
Owl. 

The fourth was a boy, or had the look of one, though in fact a year older than 
Adams himself. He resembled in action—and in this trait, was remotely 
followed, a generation later, by another famous young man, Robert Louis 
Stevenson—a tropical bird, high-crested, long-beaked, quick-moving, with rapid 
utterance and screams of humor, quite unlike any English lark or nightingale. 
One could hardly call him a crimson macaw among owls, and yet no ordinary 
contrast availed. Milnes introduced him as Mr. Algernon Swinburne. The name 
suggested nothing. Milnes was always unearthing new coins and trying to give 
them currency. He had unearthed Henry Adams who knew himself to be 
worthless and not current. When Milnes lingered a moment in Adams’s room to 
add that Swinburne had written some poetry, not yet published, of really 
extraordinary merit, Adams only wondered what more Milnes would discover, 
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adore: (v) worship, idolize, admire, 
glorify, cherish, appreciate; (n, v) 
honor; (adj) adoring, worshipping, 
worshiping; (adv) adoringly. 
ANTONYMS: (v) detest, despise, 
condemn, loathe, disrespect, abhor, 
scorn. 

contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid.
crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, scarlet, 

maroon; (v) blush, flush, redden; (adj) 
bloody, ruddy, cherry; (n) deep red. 

lark: (n) joke, fun, trick, prank, antic,  

caper, game; (n, v) romp, frolic, 
gambol; (v) rollick. 

nightingale: (n) bulbul, nurse, 
philomel, the lady with the lamp, 
singer, nighthawk, night bird, 
Florence nightingale, etc. 

owls: (n) order Strigiformes, 
Strigiformes. 

peculiarly: (adj, adv) particularly, 
curiously, unusually, uncommonly, 
singularly; (adv) especially, oddly, 
strangely, specifically, weirdly,  

specially. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, slightly. 

sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) hang; 
(adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast. 

unearthing: (n) finding, revelation, 
excavation, discovery. 

well-mannered: (adj) courteous, 
mannerly, civil, respectful, urbane, 
well-bred, gentlemanly, good, 
genteel, gracious, ladylike. 
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and whether by chance he could discover merit in a private secretary. He was 
capable of it.%

In due course this party of five men sat down to dinner with the usual club 
manners of ladyless dinner-tables, easy and formal at the same time. 
Conversation ran first to Oliphant who told his dramatic story simply, and from 
him the talk drifted off into other channels, until Milnes thought it time to bring 
Swinburne out. Then, at last, if never before, Adams acquired education. What 
he had sought so long, he found; but he was none the wiser; only the more 
astonished. For once, too, he felt at ease, for the others were no less astonished 
than himself, and their astonishment grew apace. For the rest of the evening 
Swinburne figured alone; the end of dinner made the monologue only freer, for 
in 1862, even when ladies were not in the house, smoking was forbidden, and 
guests usually smoked in the stables or the kitchen; but Monckton Milnes was a 
licensed libertine who let his guests smoke in Adams’s bedroom, since Adams 
was an American-German barbarian ignorant of manners; and there after dinner 
all sat—or lay—till far into the night, listening to the rush of Swinburne’s talk. In 
a long experience, before or after, no one ever approached it; yet one had heard 
accounts of the best talking of the time, and read accounts of talkers in all time, 
among the rest, of Voltaire, who seemed to approach nearest the pattern. 

That Swinburne was altogether new to the three types of men-of-the-world 
before him; that he seemed to them quite original, wildly eccentric, astonishingly 
gifted, and convulsingly droll, Adams could see; but what more he was, even 
Milnes hardly dared say. They could not believe his incredible memory and 
knowledge of literature, classic, mediaeval, and modern; his faculty of reciting a 
play of Sophocles or a play of Shakespeare, forward or backward, from end to 
beginning; or Dante, or Villon, or Victor Hugo. They knew not what to make of 
his rhetorical recitation of his own unpublished ballads—“Faustine”; the “Four 
Boards of the Coffin Lid”; the “Ballad of Burdens”—which he declaimed as 
though they were books of the Iliad. It was singular that his most appreciative 
listener should have been the author only of pretty verses like “We wandered by 
the brook-side,” and “She seemed to those that saw them meet”; and who never 
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apace: (adj, adv) speedily, quickly; 
(adv) fast, rapidly, hastily, soon, 
promptly; (adj) forthwith, 
immediately, incontinently, shortly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slowly. 

appreciative: (adj) grateful, 
supportive, indebted, appreciatory, 
complimentary, sympathetic, 
understanding, sensitive, 
discriminating, pleased, obliged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unkind, 
derogatory, uncomplimentary,  

disapproving, unsympathetic, 
negative. 

barbarian: (n) Goth, vandal, brute; 
(adj) heathen, barbaric, barbarous, 
uncivilized, uncultured, wild, rude, 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (adj) cultured, 
refined; (n) native, citizen. 

droll: (adj) comical, humorous, funny, 
laughable, burlesque, ludicrous, 
ridiculous; (adj, n) comic, witty; (n) 
buffoon, clown. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dramatic, dull, grave, tragic, solemn. 

freer: (adj) unconfined. 
libertine: (adj) dissolute, dissipated, 

debauched, fast, lewd, lascivious, 
loose, licentious; (n, v) debauchee; (n) 
rake; (adj, n) wanton. 

monologue: (n) soliloquy, speech, 
words, apostrophe, discourse, 
language. 

recitation: (n) reading, narration, 
narrative, description, rehearsal, 
lesson, account, practice, exercise, 
oration, explanation. 
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cared to write in any other tone; but Milnes took everything into his sympathies, 
including Americans like young Adams whose standards were stiffest of all, 
while Swinburne, though millions of ages far from them, united them by his 
humor even more than by his poetry. The story of his first day as a member of 
Professor Stubbs’s household was professionally clever farce, if not high comedy, 
in a young man who could write a Greek ode or a Proven‡al chanson as easily as 
an English quatrain.%

Late at night when the symposium broke up, Stirling of Keir wanted to take 
with him to his chamber a copy of “Queen Rosamund,” the only volume 
Swinburne had then published, which was on the library table, and Adams 
offered to light him down with his solitary bedroom candle. All the way, Stirling 
was ejaculating explosions of wonder, until at length, at the foot of the stairs and 
at the climax of his imagination, he paused, and burst out: “He’s a cross between 
the devil and the Duke of Argyll!” 

To appreciate the full merit of this description, a judicious critic should have 
known both, and Henry Adams knew only one—at least in person—but he 
understood that to a Scotchman the likeness meant something quite portentous, 
beyond English experience, supernatural, and what the French call moyenageux, 
or mediaeval with a grotesque turn. That Stirling as well as Milnes should regard 
Swinburne as a prodigy greatly comforted Adams, who lost his balance of mind 
at first in trying to imagine that Swinburne was a natural product of Oxford, as 
muffins and pork-pies of London, at once the cause and effect of dyspepsia. The 
idea that one has actually met a real genius dawns slowly on a Boston mind, but 
it made entry at last. 

Then came the sad reaction, not from Swinburne whose genius never was in 
doubt, but from the Boston mind which, in its uttermost flights, was never 
moyenageux. One felt the horror of Longfellow and Emerson, the doubts of 
Lowell and the humor of Holmes, at the wild Walpurgis-night of Swinburne’s 
talk. What could a shy young private secretary do about it? Perhaps, in his good 
nature, Milnes thought that Swinburne might find a friend in Stirling or 
Oliphant, but he could hardly have fancied Henry Adams rousing in him even 
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comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed. 

dyspepsia: (adj, n) indigestion; (n) 
upset stomach, symptom, pessimism, 
stomach upset. 

judicious: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
careful, discerning, sensible, prudent, 
rational, sagacious, sound, cautious, 
reasonable, advisable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stupid, tactless, indiscriminate, 
reckless, illogical, extreme, untimely.

prodigy: (n) marvel, miracle, wonder, 

genius, portent, phenomenon, 
wonder child, astonishment, wizard, 
surprise; (adj, n) monster. 

published: (adj) known, promulgated, 
public, divulgate. 

rousing: (adj) stirring, provocative, 
bracing, thrilling, inspiring, 
exhilarating, moving; (n) awakening, 
wakening, stimulation; (v) rouse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conciliatory, dull, 
relaxing. 

supernatural: (adj) mystical,  

preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal. 

symposium: (n) regale, discussion, 
seminar, forum, wassail, dialogue, 
talk, meeting, symposion. 

uttermost: (adj, n) extreme; (adj, adv) 
farthest; (n) maximum, level best; 
(adj) furthest, utter, last, farthermost, 
furthermost, ultimate, most. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate. 
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an interest. Adams could no more interest Algernon Swinburne than he could 
interest Encke’s comet. To Swinburne he could be no more than a worm. The 
quality of genius was an education almost ultimate, for one touched there the 
limits of the human mind on that side; but one could only receive; one had 
nothing to give—nothing even to offer.%

Swinburne tested him then and there by one of his favorite tests—Victor 
Hugo for to him the test of Victor Hugo was the surest and quickest of 
standards. French poetry is at best a severe exercise for foreigners; it requires 
extraordinary knowledge of the language and rare refinement of ear to 
appreciate even the recitation of French verse; but unless a poet has both, he 
lacks something of poetry. Adams had neither. To the end of his life he never 
listened to a French recitation with pleasure, or felt a sense of majesty in French 
verse; but he did not care to proclaim his weakness, and he tried to evade 
Swinburne’s vehement insistence by parading an affection for Alfred de Musset. 
Swinburne would have none of it; de Musset was unequal; he did not sustain 
himself on the wing. 

Adams would have given a world or two, if he owned one, to sustain himself 
on the wing like de Musset, or even like Hugo; but his education as well as his 
ear was at fault, and he succumbed. Swinburne tried him again on Walter Savage 
Landor. In truth the test was the same, for Swinburne admired in Landor’s 
English the qualities that he felt in Hugo’s French; and Adams’s failure was 
equally gross, for, when forced to despair, he had to admit that both Hugo and 
Landor bored him. Nothing more was needed. One who could feel neither Hugo 
nor Landor was lost. 

The sentence was just and Adams never appealed from it. He knew his 
inferiority in taste as he might know it in smell. Keenly mortified by the dullness 
of his senses and instincts, he knew he was no companion for Swinburne; 
probably he could be only an annoyance; no number of centuries could ever 
educate him to Swinburne’s level, even in technical appreciation; yet he often 
wondered whether there was nothing he had to offer that was worth the poet’s 
acceptance. Certainly such mild homage as the American insect would have been 
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comet: (n) Ariel, iris, Dendrocometes, 
celestial body. 

evade: (v) escape, avoid, parry, dodge, 
skirt, duck, sidestep, circumvent, 
hedge, fudge; (adj, v) equivocate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) face, address, 
accept, meet, acquire. 

keenly: (adv) eagerly, zealously, 
piercingly, acutely, cuttingly, 
ardently, strongly, lively, 
penetratingly, fervently, avidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv)  

unenthusiastically, apathetically, 
faintly, reluctantly, patiently, 
passively, halfheartedly, vaguely. 

mortified: (adj) humiliated, 
embarrassed, abashed, gangrenous, 
sheepish, chagrined, feeling shame, 
feeling guilty, guilty, hangdog, 
humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabashed. 

owned: (v) owed, ought; (adj) own, 
proprietary; (n) aught. 

proclaim: (v) declare, assert, advertise, 

broadcast, promulgate, enunciate, 
herald, decree, divulge, notify, 
annunciate. 

quickest: (adv) most quickly. 
refinement: (n) culture, cultivation, 

purification, gentility, polish, finish, 
civilization, nicety, courtesy, grace; 
(adj, n) elegance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, adulteration, tackiness, 
uncouthness, tastelessness, 
inelegance, coarseness, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, crudeness. 
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only too happy to bring, had he known how, was hardly worth the acceptance of 
any one. Only in France is the attitude of prayer possible; in England it became 
absurd. Even Monckton Milnes, who felt the splendors of Hugo and Landor, was 
almost as helpless as an American private secretary in personal contact with 
them. Ten years afterwards Adams met him at the Geneva Conference, fresh 
from Paris, bubbling with delight at a call he had made on Hugo: “I was shown 
into a large room,” he said, “with women and men seated in chairs against the 
walls, and Hugo at one end throned. No one spoke. At last Hugo raised his voice 
solemnly, and uttered the words: ‘Quant a moi, je crois en Dieu!’ Silence 
followed. Then a woman responded as if in deep meditation: ‘Chose sublime! 
un Dieu qui croft en Dieu!” ‘ 

With the best of will, one could not do this in London; the actors had not the 
instinct of the drama; and yet even a private secretary was not wholly wanting in 
instinct. As soon as he reached town he hurried to Pickering’s for a copy of 
“Queen Rosamund,” and at that time, if Swinburne was not joking, Pickering 
had sold seven copies. When the “Poems and Ballads” came out, and met their 
great success and scandal, he sought one of the first copies from Moxon. If he 
had sinned and doubted at all, he wholly repented and did penance before 
“Atalanta in Calydon,” and would have offered Swinburne a solemn worship as 
Milnes’s female offered Hugo, if it would have pleased the poet. Unfortunately it 
was worthless.%

The three young men returned to London, and each went his own way. 
Adams’s interest in making friends was something desperate, but “the London 
season,” Milnes used to say, “is a season for making acquaintances and losing 
friends”; there was no intimate life. Of Swinburne he saw no more till Monckton 
Milnes summoned his whole array of Frystonians to support him in presiding at 
the dinner of the Authors’ Fund, when Adams found himself seated next to 
Swinburne, famous then, but no nearer. They never met again. Oliphant he met 
oftener; all the world knew and loved him; but he too disappeared in the way 
that all the world knows. Stirling of Keir, after one or two efforts, passed also 
from Adams’s vision into Sir William Stirling-Maxwell. The only record of his 
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bubbling: (adj) sparkling, bubbly, 
frothy, foamy, sparkly, spumous, 
effervescing, fizzy, foaming; (n) 
solvent popping, effervescence. 

croft: (n) cabin, chalet, stall, hovel, 
shanty, shed, wigwam, dugout, farm, 
carafe, bothy. 

meditation: (n, v) contemplation, 
study; (n) consideration, reflection, 
deliberation, thought, introspection, 
musing, rumination, conception, 
reflexion. ANTONYM: (n)  

distraction. 
penance: (n) atonement, sacrament, 

confession, compunction, penalty, 
expiation, remorse, repentance, 
punishment, reparation, hair shirt. 

seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. 
solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 

sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny,  

playful, flippant, relaxed. 
solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 

majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly. 

sublime: (adj, v) majestic; (adj) 
dignified, grand, lofty, magnificent, 
elevated, noble, exalted, glorious; (v) 
sacred, sublimate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
poor, ridiculous. 
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wonderful visit to Fryston may perhaps exist still in the registers of the St. 
James’s %Club, for immediately afterwards Milnes proposed Henry Adams for 
membership, and unless his memory erred, the nomination was seconded by 
Tricoupi and endorsed by Laurence Oliphant and Evelyn Ashley. The list was a 
little singular for variety, but on the whole it suggested that the private secretary 
was getting on. 
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afterwards: (adv) afterward, 
subsequently, later, thereafter, later 
on, next, behind, thereupon; (adj) 
following, subsequent; (n) 
termination. 

endorsed: (adj) approved, officially 
recognized, permissible, ascribed, 
legitimate, attributed, lawful, 
preferred, accepted, accredited, 
recognized. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
informal, unlawful. 

exist: (v) lie, be, endure, abide, consist, 

belong, continue, occur, come, 
breathe, live. ANTONYMS: (v) 
expire, fail, perish. 

membership: (n) affiliation, input, 
sharing, relationship, rank, 
partaking, entrance, involvement, 
alliance, entry, contribution. 

nomination: (v) nominate; (n) 
assignment, naming, designation, 
candidature, candidacy, return, 
constitution, selection, proposal, 
recommendation. 

registers: (n) archive, chronicles. 
suggested: (adj) advisable, proposed, 

tacit, optional, not compulsory, 
nominal, implied. 

wonderful: (adj, n) marvelous, 
astonishing, incredible; (adj) 
excellent, remarkable, phenomenal, 
amazing, fantastic, great, grand, 
super. ANTONYMS: (adj) terrible, 
unpleasant, dreadful, poor, rotten, 
abysmal, mundane, devastating, 
lousy, dire, ordinary. 
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CHAPTER  % X  

 
POL IT ICAL  MORAL ITY  ( 1862 )  

 
 

ON Moran’s promotion to be Secretary, Mr. Seward inquired whether 
Minister Adams would like the place of Assistant Secretary for his son. It was the 
first—and last—office ever offered him, if indeed he could claim what was 
offered in fact to his father. To them both, the change seemed useless. Any 
young man could make some sort of Assistant Secretary; only one, just at that 
moment, could make an Assistant Son. More than half his duties were domestic; 
they sometimes required long absences; they always required independence of 
the Government service. His position was abnormal. The British Government by 
courtesy allowed the son to go to Court as Attache, though he was never 
attached, and after five or six years’ toleration, the decision was declared 
irregular. In the Legation, as private secretary, he was liable to do Secretary’s 
work. In society, when official, he was attached to the Minister; when unofficial, 
he was a young man without any position at all. As the years went on, he began 
to find advantages in having no position at all except that of young man. 
Gradually he aspired to become a gentleman; just a member of society like the 
rest. The position was irregular; at that time many positions were irregular; yet it 
lent itself to a sort of irregular education that seemed to be the only sort of 
education the young man was ever to get. 
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abnormal: (adj) aberrant, uncommon, 
unusual, odd, unnatural, strange, 
anomalous, perverted, irregular, 
atypical, monstrous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) typical, usual, Standard, 
unexceptional, straight, regular, 
average, ordinary, natural, 
customary, conventional. 

irregular: (adj) atypical, abnormal, 
erratic, anomalous, eccentric, broken, 
sporadic, disorderly, strange, 
changeable; (adj, n) guerilla.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) symmetrical, 
normal, smooth, constant, even, 
steady, compact, cyclic, equal, 
frequent, permanent. 

toleration: (n) sufferance, endurance, 
allowance, patience, moderation, 
permission, indulgence, acceptance, 
forbearance, suffering, self 
acceptance. 

unofficial: (adj) private, illegal, 
irregular, unconfirmed, unproven, 
unverified, unsubstantiated,  

unlawful, unceremonious, 
unauthorized; (adj, adv) off the 
record. ANTONYMS: (adj) credited, 
official, accredited, legitimate. 

useless: (adj) pointless, unnecessary, 
needless, worthless, fruitless, 
hopeless, abortive, idle, barren, 
superfluous, unavailing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, effective, 
competent, convenient, valuable, 
necessary, brilliant, great, 
meaningful, usable, worthwhile. 
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Such as it was, few young men had more. The spring and summer of 1863 
saw a great change in Secretary Seward’s management of foreign affairs. Under 
the stimulus of danger, he too got education. He felt, at last, that his official 
representatives abroad needed support. Officially he could give them nothing 
but despatches, which were of no great value to any one; and at best the mere 
weight of an office had little to do with the public. Governments were made to 
deal with Governments, not with private individuals or with the opinions of 
foreign society. In order to affect European opinion, the weight of American 
opinion had to be brought to bear personally, and had to be backed by the 
weight of American interests. Mr. Seward set vigorously to work and sent over 
every important American on whom he could lay his hands. All came to the 
Legation more or less intimately, and Henry Adams had a chance to see them all, 
bankers or bishops, who did their work quietly and well, though, to the outsider, 
the work seemed wasted and the “influential classes” more indurated with 
prejudice than ever. The waste was only apparent; the work all told in the end, 
and meanwhile it helped education.%

Two or three of these gentlemen were sent over to aid the Minister and to 
cooperate with him. The most interesting of these was Thurlow Weed, who came 
to do what the private secretary himself had attempted two years before, with 
boyish ignorance of his own powers. Mr. Weed took charge of the press, and 
began, to the amused astonishment of the secretaries, by making what the 
Legation had learned to accept as the invariable mistake of every amateur 
diplomat; he wrote letters to the London Times. Mistake or not, Mr. Weed soon 
got into his hands the threads of management, and did quietly and smoothly all 
that was to be done. With his work the private secretary had no connection; it 
was he that interested. Thurlow Weed was a complete American education in 
himself. His mind was naturally strong and beautifully balanced; his temper 
never seemed ruffled; his manners were carefully perfect in the style of 
benevolent simplicity, the tradition of Benjamin Franklin. He was the model of 
political management and patient address; but the trait that excited enthusiasm 
in a private secretary was his faculty of irresistibly conquering confidence. Of all 
flowers in the garden of education, confidence was becoming the rarest; but 
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boyish: (adj) young, puerile, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mature. 

conquering: (adj) triumphant, 
winning, overcoming, glorious, 
proud, successful; (n) conquest, 
seizure, reverse, subjection, 
subjugation. 

cooperate: (v) assist, concur, co-
operate, join, unite, help, interact, join 

forces, participate, harmonize, agree. 
ANTONYMS: (v) confront, impede, 
oppose, prevent, undermine. 

indurated: (adj) hardened, hard, 
callous, firm, impassive, inveterate, 
scirrhous, sclerous, sclerotic. 

invariable: (adj) fixed, consistent, 
even, immutable, steady, 
unchanging, stable, uniform, set, 
undeviating, unchanged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
dynamic, erratic, irregular, varied. 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly. 

ruffled: (adj) rippled, frilly, frilled, 
upset, disordered, excited, 
disconcerted, decorated, tousled, 
tangled, turbulent. 

threads: (n) duds, clothing, apparel, 
clothes, wear, vesture, coat, cords, 
dress, garb, garment. 
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before Mr. Weed went away, young Adams followed him about not only 
obediently—for obedience had long since become a blind instinct—but rather 
with sympathy and affection, much like a little dog.%

The sympathy was not due only to Mr. Weed’s skill of management, 
although Adams never met another such master, or any one who approached 
him; nor was the confidence due to any display of professions, either moral or 
social, by Mr. Weed. The trait that astounded and confounded cynicism was his 
apparent unselfishness. Never, in any man who wielded such power, did 
Adams meet anything like it. The effect of power and publicity on all men is the 
aggravation of self, a sort of tumor that ends by killing the victim’s sympathies; a 
diseased appetite, like a passion for drink or perverted tastes; one can scarcely 
use expressions too strong to describe the violence of egotism it stimulates; and 
Thurlow Weed was one of the exceptions; a rare immune. He thought apparently 
not of himself, but of the person he was talking with. He held himself naturally 
in the background. He was not jealous. He grasped power, but not office. He 
distributed offices by handfuls without caring to take them. He had the instinct 
of empire: he gave, but he did not receive. This rare superiority to the politicians 
he controlled, a trait that private secretaries never met in the politicians 
themselves, excited Adams’s wonder and curiosity, but when he tried to get 
behind it, and to educate himself from the stores of Mr. Weed’s experience, he 
found the study still more fascinating. Management was an instinct with Mr. 
Weed; an object to be pursued for its own sake, as one plays cards; but he 
appeared to play with men as though they were only cards; he seemed incapable 
of feeling himself one of them. He took them and played them for their face-
value; but once, when he had told, with his usual humor, some stories of his 
political experience which were strong even for the Albany lobby, the private 
secretary made bold to ask him outright: “Then, Mr. Weed, do you think that no 
politician can be trusted? “ Mr. Weed hesitated for a moment; then said in his 
mild manner: “I never advise a young man to begin by thinking so.” 

This lesson, at the time, translated itself to Adams in a moral sense, as though 
Mr. Weed had said: “Youth needs illusions !” As he grew older he rather 
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aggravation: (n) deterioration, 
irritation, bother, heightening, 
exacerbation, annoyance, harassment, 
aggrandizement, aggression, 
botheration, complication. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, 
improvement, pleasure, comfort, 
delight, relieving, lessening, balm, 
support. 

confounded: (adj) bemused, accursed, 
execrable, baffled, cursed, befuddled, 
confused, puzzled, aghast, perplexed; 

(adj, v) abashed. 
egotism: (n) vanity, ego, pride, conceit, 

narcissism, egocentricity, selfishness, 
arrogance, pridefulness, self-esteem, 
solipsism. ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
selflessness. 

illusions: (n) fantasy. 
offices: (n) kitchen, pantry, scullery. 
perverted: (adj) perverse, immoral, 

distorted, kinky, corrupt, twisted, 
abnormal, debauched, deviant, 
reprobate, unnatural. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) normal, moral, unchanged. 
pursued: (n) hunted person. 
tumor: (n) swelling, neoplasm, 

growth, tumefaction, boil, lump, 
intumescence, dropsy, adenoma; (adj, 
n) cancer; (adj) malignancy. 

unselfishness: (n) generosity, 
selflessness, generousness, kindness, 
pity, martyrdom, magnanimity, 
courtesy, consideration, care, acting 
generously. ANTONYM: (n) 
thoughtlessness. 
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thought that Mr. Weed looked on it as a question of how the game should be 
played. Young men most needed experience. They could not play well if they 
trusted to a general rule. Every card had a relative value. Principles had better be 
left aside; values were enough. Adams knew that he could never learn to play 
politics in so masterly a fashion as this: his education and his nervous system 
equally forbade it, although he admired all the more the impersonal faculty of 
the political master who could thus efface himself and his temper in the game. 
He noticed that most of the greatest politicians in history had seemed to regard 
men as counters. The lesson was the more interesting because another famous 
New Yorker came over at the same time who liked to discuss the same problem. 
Secretary Seward sent William M. Evarts to London as law counsel, and Henry 
began an acquaintance with Mr. Evarts that soon became intimate. Evarts was as 
individual as Weed was impersonal; like most men, he cared little for the game, 
or how it was played, and much for the stakes, but he played it in a large and 
liberal way, like Daniel Webster, “a great advocate employed in politics.” Evarts 
was also an economist of morals, but with him the question was rather how 
much morality one could afford. “The world can absorb only doses of truth,” he 
said; “too much would kill it.” One sought education in order to adjust the 
dose.%

The teachings of Weed and Evarts were practical, and the private secretary’s 
life turned on their value. England’s power of absorbing truth was small. 
Englishmen, such as Palmerston, Russell, Bethell, and the society represented by 
the Times and Morning Post, as well as the Tories represented by Disraeli, Lord 
Robert Cecil, and the Standard, offered a study in education that sickened a 
young student with anxiety. He had begun—contrary to Mr. Weed’s advice—by 
taking their bad faith for granted. Was he wrong? To settle this point became the 
main object of the diplomatic education so laboriously pursued, at a cost already 
stupendous, and promising to become ruinous. Life changed front, according as 
one thought one’s self dealing with honest men or with rogues. 

Thus far, the private secretary felt officially sure of dishonesty. The reasons 
that satisfied him had not altogether satisfied his father, and of course his father’s 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

absorbing: (adj) fascinating, 
engrossing, charming, enthralling, 
gripping, captivating, riveting, 
absorbent, attractive, readable; (adj, v) 
exciting. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
irksome, tedious, repellent, 
uninteresting. 

dishonesty: (n) corruption, betrayal, 
crookedness, injustice, deceitfulness, 
treachery, deviousness, duplicity, 
falsehood, racket, trick. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness,  

sincerity, truthfulness, honestness, 
reliability. 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit. 
masterly: (adj) masterful, expert, crack, 

proficient, consummate, 
accomplished, adroit, skillful, 
dexterous; (adv) principally, expertly.

represented: (adj) delineate, depicted, 
representing, drawn, painted, 
pictured, diagrammatic. 

ruinous: (adj) harmful, baleful, 
disastrous, calamitous, injurious,  

deleterious, dilapidated, blasting, 
baneful, pernicious; (adj, n) 
subversive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beneficial, fortunate, harmless. 

stupendous: (adj, v) prodigious; (adj) 
huge, terrific, marvellous, immense, 
tremendous, fantastic, mighty, 
mammoth, miraculous, enormous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) abysmal. 

weed: (n) grass, marijuana, pot, plant, 
fireweed, smoke, ganja; (v) eliminate, 
hoe, plow; (adj) pick. 
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doubts gravely shook his own convictions, but, in practice, if only for safety, the 
Legation put little or no confidence in Ministers, and there the private secretary’s 
diplomatic education began. The recognition of belligerency, the management of 
the Declaration of Paris, the Trent Affair, all strengthened the belief that Lord 
Russell had started in May, 1861, with the assumption that the Confederacy was 
established; every step he had taken proved his persistence in the same idea; he 
never would consent to put obstacles in the way of recognition; and he was 
waiting only for the proper moment to interpose. All these points seemed so 
fixed—so self-evident—that no one in the Legation would have doubted or even 
discussed them except that Lord Russell obstinately denied the whole charge, 
and persisted in assuring 

Minister Adams of his honest and impartial neutrality. With the insolence of 
youth and zeal, Henry Adams jumped at once to the conclusion that Earl 
Russell—like other statesmen—lied; and, although the Minister thought 
differently, he had to act as though Russell were false. Month by month the 
demonstration followed its mathematical stages; one of the most perfect 
educational courses in politics and diplomacy that a young man ever had a 
chance to pursue. The most costly tutors in the world were provided for him at 
public expense—Lord Palmerston, Lord Russell, Lord Westbury, Lord Selborne, 
Mr. Gladstone, Lord Granville, and their associates, paid by the British 
Government; William H. Seward, Charles Francis Adams, William Maxwell 
Evarts, Thurlow Weed, and other considerable professors employed by the 
American Government; but there was only one student to profit by this immense 
staff of teachers. The private secretary alone sought education.%

To the end of his life he labored over the lessons then taught. Never was 
demonstration more tangled. Hegel’s metaphysical doctrine of the identity of 
opposites was simpler and easier to understand. Yet the stages of demonstration 
were clear. They began in June, 1862, after the escape of one rebel cruiser, by the 
remonstrances of the Minister against the escape of “No. 290,” which was 
imminent. Lord Russell declined to act on the evidence. New evidence was sent 
in every few days, and with it, on July 24, was included Collier’s legal opinion: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

associates: (n) staff, membership, 
circle, entourage, intimates, people. 

assuring: (adj) ensuring, insure, 
insuring, assure, ensure, giving 
confidence, securing, likely, 
promising. 

cruiser: (n) squad car, valuer, yacht, 
motorboat, motorcar, powerboat, 
warship, machine, cruisers, 
destroyer, visitor. 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
severely, solemnly, badly, staidly,  

momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, slightly; 
(adj) soft. 

impartial: (adj) just, equitable, 
disinterested, unprejudiced, 
unbiased, dispassionate, even-
handed, candid, even, evenhanded, 
detached. ANTONYMS: (adj) partial, 
partisan, prejudiced, subjective, 
unfair, unjust. 

insolence: (n) impertinence,  

arrogance, audacity, impudence, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, politeness, 
meekness, shyness. 

tangled: (adj) involved, complex, 
knotted, intricate, complicated, 
entangled, knotty, convoluted, 
disheveled, tousled, matted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
straightforward, untangled, neat, 
simple. 
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“It appears difficult to make out a stronger case of infringement of the Foreign 
Enlistment Act, which, if not enforced on this occasion, is little better than a dead 
letter.” Such language implied almost a charge of collusion with the rebel 
agents—an intent to aid the Confederacy. In spite of the warning, Earl Russell let 
the ship, four days afterwards, escape.%

Young Adams had nothing to do with law; that was business of his betters. 
His opinion of law hung on his opinion of lawyers. In spite of Thurlow Weed’s 
advice, could one afford to trust human nature in politics ? History said not. Sir 
Robert Collier seemed to hold that Law agreed with History. For education the 
point was vital. If one could not trust a dozen of the most respected private 
characters in the world, composing the Queen’s Ministry, one could trust no 
mortal man. 

Lord Russell felt the force of this inference, and undertook to disprove it. His 
effort lasted till his death. At first he excused himself by throwing the blame on 
the law officers. This was a politician’s practice, and the lawyers overruled it. 
Then he pleaded guilty to criminal negligence, and said in his “Recollections”:—
“I assent entirely to the opinion of the Lord Chief Justice of England that the 
Alabama ought to have been detained during the four days I was waiting for the 
opinion of the law officers. But I think that the fault was not that of the 
commissioners of customs, it was my fault as Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs.” This concession brought all parties on common ground. Of course it 
was his fault! The true issue lay not in the question of his fault, but of his intent. 
To a young man, getting an education in politics, there could be no sense in 
history unless a constant course of faults implied a constant motive. 

For his father the question was not so abstruse; it was a practical matter of 
business to be handled as Weed or Evarts handled their bargains and jobs. 
Minister Adams held the convenient belief that, in the main, Russell was true, 
and the theory answered his purposes so well that he died still holding it. His 
son was seeking education, and wanted to know whether he could, in politics, 
risk trusting any one. Unfortunately no one could then decide; no one knew the 
facts. Minister Adams died without knowing them. Henry Adams was an older 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abstruse: (adj) esoteric, obscure, 
abstract, difficult, deep, cryptic, 
mysterious, occult, complex, dark, 
intricate. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
direct, clear, lucid, plain, obvious, 
mainstream, concrete, 
comprehensible, easy, accessible. 

appears: (n) appearing. 
collusion: (n) plot, intrigue, 

complicity, cahoot, agreement, 
agreed simulation, circumvention, 
deceit, trick, cabal, conspiracy. 

composing: (v) compose, comprise, 
constitute; (adj, v) component; (n) 
composition, arranging, 
arrangement, placement, makeup, 
constitution, manufacturing. 

disprove: (v) refute, controvert, deny, 
contradict, rebut, explode, gainsay, 
negate, discredit, answer; (adj) falsify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prove, show, 
illustrate, validate, support, accept. 

excused: (adj) privileged, immune. 
infringement: (n) violation, infraction, 

encroachment, breach, trespass, 
contravention, transgression, 
breaking, crime, assault, invasion. 

officers: (n) executive committee, staff. 
trusting: (adj) credulous, 

unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded. 
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man than his father in 1862, before he learned a part of them. The most curious 
fact, even then, was that Russell believed in his own good faith and that Argyll 
believed in it also.%

Argyll betrayed a taste for throwing the blame on Bethell, Lord Westbury, 
then Lord Chancellor, but this escape helped Adams not at all. On the contrary, it 
complicated the case of Russell. In England, one half of society enjoyed throwing 
stones at Lord Palmerston, while the other half delighted in flinging mud at Earl 
Russell, but every one of every party united in pelting Westbury with every 
missile at hand. The private secretary had no doubts about him, for he never 
professed to be moral. He was the head and heart of the whole rebel contention, 
and his opinions on neutrality were as clear as they were on morality. The 
private secretary had nothing to do with him, and regretted it, for Lord 
Westbury’s wit and wisdom were great; but as far as his authority went he 
affirmed the law that in politics no man should be trusted. 

Russell alone insisted on his honesty of intention and persuaded both the 
Duke and the Minister to believe him. Every one in the Legation accepted his 
assurances as the only assertions they could venture to trust. They knew he 
expected the rebels to win in the end, but they believed he would not actively 
interpose to decide it. On that—on nothing else—they rested their frail hopes of 
remaining a day longer in England. Minister Adams remained six years longer in 
England; then returned to America to lead a busy life till he died in 1886 still 
holding the same faith in Earl Russell, who had died in 1878. In 1889, Spencer 
Walpole published the official life of Earl Russell, and told a part of the story 
which had never been known to the Minister and which astounded his son, who 
burned with curiosity to know what his father would have said of it. 

The story was this: The Alabama escaped, by Russell’s confessed negligence, 
on July 28, 1862. In America the Union armies had suffered great disasters before 
Richmond and at the second Bull Run, August 29-30, followed by Lee’s invasion 
of Maryland, September 7, the news of which, arriving in England on September 
14, roused the natural idea that the crisis was at hand. The next news was 
expected by the Confederates to announce the fall of Washington or Baltimore. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affirmed: (adj) acknowledged, 
avowed, guaranteed. 

confessed: (adj) known. 
contention: (n) competition, battle, 

conflict, argumentation, argument, 
discord, assertion, controversy, 
allegation, arguing, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) affection, kindness, 
friendship, friendliness, agreement, 
accord, cooperation, denial. 

flinging: (n) casting, cast. 
frail: (adj, v) weak, feeble; (adj) fragile, 

flimsy, delicate, breakable, rickety, 
slender, light, slim; (v) faint. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) substantial, 
robust, tough, fit, healthy, hearty, 
perfect, weighty, well, capable, 
sturdy. 

honesty: (adj, n) candor, justice, 
fidelity, equity; (n) integrity, fairness, 
candidness, probity, frankness, 
rectitude, faith. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonesty, wickedness, treachery, 
deceit, deception, deviousness,  

decadence, affectation, caution, 
evasiveness, injustice. 

neutrality: (n) indifference, 
detachment, independence, fairness, 
objectivity, disinterest, neutral, ph, 
nonparticipation, tolerance, 
disinterestedness. ANTONYM: (n) 
subjectivity. 

pelting: (n) successiveness, 
chronological sequence, 
chronological succession, hail, rain. 

rested: (adj) comfortable. 
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Palmerston instantly, September 14, wrote to Russell: “If this should happen, 
would it not be time for us to consider whether in such a state of things England 
and France might not address the contending parties and recommend an 
arrangement on the basis of separation?” 

This letter, quite in the line of Palmerston’s supposed opinions, would have 
surprised no one, if it had been communicated to the Legation; and indeed, if Lee 
had captured Washington, no one could have blamed Palmerston for offering 
intervention. Not Palmerston’s letter but Russell’s reply, merited the painful 
attention of a young man seeking a moral standard for judging politicians:— 

 
GOTHA, September, 17, 1862.%

MY DEAR PALMERSTON:— 
Whether the Federal army is destroyed or not, it is clear that it is 

driven back to Washington and has made no progress in subduing the 
insurgent States. Such being the case, I agree with you that the time is 
come for offering mediation to the United States Government with a 
view to the recognition of the independence of the Confederates. I agree 
further that in case of failure, we ought ourselves to recognize the 
Southern States as an independent State. For the purpose of taking so 
important a step, I think we must have a meeting of the Cabinet. The 23d 
or 30th would suit me for the meeting. 

We ought then, if we agree on such a step, to propose it first to 
France, and then on the part of England and France, to Russia and other 
powers, as a measure decided upon by us. 

We ought to make ourselves safe in Canada, not by sending more 
troops there, but by concentrating those we have in a few defensible 
posts before the winter sets in... 

 
Here, then, appeared in its fullest force, the practical difficulty in education 

which a mere student could never overcome; a difficulty not in theory, or 
knowledge, or even want of experience, but in the sheer chaos of human nature. 
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concentrating: (n) focusing, 
conception, ore concentration; (adj) 
focussed, absorbed, intent. 

contending: (adj) contentious, 
conflicting, competitive, competing, 
competitory, combatant, challenging, 
factious, militant, warlike, fighting. 

defensible: (adj) justifiable, 
defendable, pardonable, tenable, 
plausible, permissible, legitimate, 
vindicable, acceptable; (adj, v) 
excusable; (v) proof against.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) indefensible, 
vulnerable, unjustifiable, 
unwarranted, vindicable, invalid, 
insupportable, unjustified, untenable.

judging: (n) judge, judgment, judged, 
decision making, assessment, 
thought, deciding, prejudgment, 
discernment. 

mediation: (n) arbitration, 
intervention, intercession, agency, 
intermediation, propitiation, 
interposition, negotiation, atonement, 

mediate, bring together to an 
agreement. ANTONYM: (n) 
provocation. 

merited: (adj) deserved, just, suitable, 
rightful, right, due; (v) due to, richly 
deserved. 

subduing: (adj) aggressively haughty, 
conquering, domineering, insolent, 
overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, oppression. 
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Lord Russell’s course had been consistent from the first, and had all the look of 
rigid determination to recognize the Southern Confederacy “with a view” to 
breaking up the Union. His letter of September 17 hung directly on his 
encouragement of the Alabama and his protection of the rebel navy; while the 
whole of his plan had its root in the Proclamation of Belligerency, May 13, 1861. 
The policy had every look of persistent forethought, but it took for granted the 
deliberate dishonesty of three famous men: Palmerston, Russell, and Gladstone. 
This dishonesty, as concerned Russell, was denied by Russell himself, and 
disbelieved by Argyll, Forster, and most of America’s friends in England, as well 
as by Minister Adams. What the Minister would have thought had he seen this 
letter of September 17, his son would have greatly liked to know, but he would 
have liked still more to know what the Minister would have thought of 
Palmerston’s answer, dated September 23:— 

...It is evident that a great conflict is taking place to the northwest of 
Washington, and its issue must have a great effect on the state of affairs. 
If the Federals sustain a great defeat, they may be at once ready for 
mediation, and the iron should be struck while it is hot. If, on the other 
hand, they should have the best of it, we may wait a while and see what 
may follow...%

 
The roles were reversed. Russell wrote what was expected from Palmerston, 

or even more violently; while Palmerston wrote what was expected from 
Russell, or even more temperately. The private secretary’s view had been 
altogether wrong, which would not have much surprised even him, but he 
would have been greatly astonished to learn that the most confidential associates 
of these men knew little more about their intentions than was known in the 
Legation. The most trusted member of the Cabinet was Lord Granville, and to 
him Russell next wrote. Granville replied at once decidedly opposing 
recognition of the Confederacy, and Russell sent the reply to Palmerston, who 
returned it October 2, with the mere suggestion of waiting for further news from 
America. At the same time Granville wrote to another member of the Cabinet, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astonished: (adj) astonish, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, 
stunned, aghast, bewildered, 
astounded, taken aback, 
thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze. 

decidedly: (adv) clearly, positively, 
definitely, absolutely, emphatically, 
decisively, resolutely, firmly, 
markedly, surely, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uncertainly, 
equivocally, slightly, vaguely. 

northwest: (adj) northwestern, Idaho;  

(n) nW, geographic region, 
geographical area, geographical 
region, geographic area, compass 
point. 

opposing: (adj) conflicting, 
antagonistic, opponent, contrary, 
adverse, hostile, antithetical, anti, 
contradictory, rival; (prep) against. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compatible, 
consistent, allied, accepting. 

russell: (n) Bertrand Arthur William 
Russell, Bertrand Russell, earl  

Russell. 
temperately: (adv) calmly, 

abstemiously, soberly, softly, mildly, 
restrainedly, continently, coolly, 
balmily, gentlely, measuredly. 

violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, hotly, 
madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely. 
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Lord Stanley of Alderley, a letter published forty years afterwards in Granville’s 
“Life” (I, 442) to the private secretary altogether the most curious and instructive 
relic of the whole lesson in politics:— 

 
...I have written to Johnny my reasons for thinking it decidedly 

premature. I, however, suspect you will settle to do so. Pam., Johnny, 
and Gladstone would be in favor of it, and probably Newcastle. I do not 
know about the others. It appears to me a great mistake...%

 
Out of a Cabinet of a dozen members, Granville, the best informed of them 

all, could pick only three who would favor recognition. Even a private secretary 
thought he knew as much as this, or more. Ignorance was not confined to the 
young and insignificant, nor were they the only victims of blindness. 
Granville’s letter made only one point clear. He knew of no fixed policy or 
conspiracy. If any existed, it was confined to Palmerston, Russell, Gladstone, and 
perhaps Newcastle. In truth, the Legation knew, then, all that was to be known, 
and the true fault of education was to suspect too much. 

By that time, October 3, news of Antietam and of Lee’s retreat into Virginia 
had reached London. The Emancipation Proclamation arrived. Had the private 
secretary known all that Granville or Palmerston knew, he would surely have 
thought the danger past, at least for a time, and any man of common sense 
would have told him to stop worrying over phantoms. This healthy lesson would 
have been worth much for practical education, but it was quite upset by the 
sudden rush of a new actor upon the stage with a rhapsody that made Russell 
seem sane, and all education superfluous. 

This new actor, as every one knows, was William Ewart Gladstone, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. If, in the domain of the world’s politics, one point 
was fixed, one value ascertained, one element serious, it was the British 
Exchequer; and if one man lived who could be certainly counted as sane by 
overwhelming interest, it was the man who had in charge the finances of 
England. If education had the smallest value, it should have shown its force in 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ascertained: (adj) discovered, 
determined; (v) absolute, recognized, 
received, noted, notorious, decisive, 
unmistakable, unequivocal, positive. 

blindness: (n) cecity, sightlessness, 
ablepsy, ignorance, prestriction, 
excecation, cataract, fog, anopia; (adj, 
n) darkness; (adj) anopsy. 

finances: (n) exchequer, assets, money, 
finance, funds, resources, treasury, 
cash in hand, bankroll, means, 
capital. 

insignificant: (adj) inconsequential, 
inconsiderable, humble, poor, 
immaterial, trivial, unimportant, 
light, infinitesimal, indifferent, small. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
enormous, major, important, huge, 
substantial, considerable, great, 
colossal, valuable, influential. 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, remainder, 
remains, antique, relict, vestige, 
remnant. 

rhapsody: (n) ecstasy, epos, episode, 
parenthesis, romance, patchwork, 
vagary, transport, rant; (adj) 
amphigouri, farce. 

superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
superabundant, supernumerary, 
supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, important, essential, 
basic, pertinent. 
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Gladstone, who was educated beyond all record of English training. From him, if 
from no one else, the poor student could safely learn.%

Here is what he learned! Palmerston notified Gladstone, September 24, of the 
proposed intervention: “If I am not mistaken, you would be inclined to approve 
such a course.” Gladstone replied the next day: “He was glad to learn what the 
Prime Minister had told him; and for two reasons especially he desired that the 
proceedings should be prompt: the first was the rapid progress of the Southern 
arms and the extension of the area of Southern feeling; the second was the risk of 
violent impatience in the cotton-towns of Lancashire such as would prejudice 
the dignity and disinterestedness of the proffered mediation.” 

Had the puzzled student seen this letter, he must have concluded from it that 
the best educated statesman England ever produced did not know what he was 
talking about, an assumption which all the world would think quite 
inadmissible from a private secretary—but this was a trifle. Gladstone having 
thus arranged, with Palmerston and Russell, for intervention in the American 
war, reflected on the subject for a fortnight from September 25 to October 7, 
when he was to speak on the occasion of a great dinner at Newcastle. He decided 
to announce the Government’s policy with all the force his personal and official 
authority could give it. This decision was no sudden impulse; it was the result of 
deep reflection pursued to the last moment. On the morning of October 7, he 
entered in his diary: “Reflected further on what I should say about Lancashire 
and America, for both these subjects are critical.” That evening at dinner, as the 
mature fruit of his long study, he deliberately pronounced the famous phrase:— 

 
...We know quite well that the people of the Northern States have not 

yet drunk of the cup—they are still trying to hold it far from their lips—
which all the rest of the world see they nevertheless must drink of. We 
may have our own opinions about slavery; we may be for or against the 
South; but there is no doubt that Jefferson Davis and other leaders of the 
South have made an army; they are making, it appears, a navy; and they 
have made, what is more than either, they have made a nation... 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, 
beloved, required, most wanted; (adj, 
v) chosen; (v) consenting. 

disinterestedness: (n) fairness, 
disinterest, nonpartisanship, 
detachment, indifference, equity, 
aloofness, neutrality, disadvantage, 
unfriendliness. 

impatience: (n) annoyance, eagerness, 
anger, intolerance, restlessness, 
fidget, nervousness, fidgetiness,  

enthusiasm, edginess; (adj) 
nonendurance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calmness, endurance, apathy. 

impulse: (n) pulse, urge, impulsion, 
force, motive, whim, drive, goad, 
motivation, momentum, incentive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, 
disincentive, disinclination. 

inadmissible: (adj) ineligible, 
improper, unqualified, inappropriate, 
inconvenient, unfit, impermissible, 
unbearable, inadequate, undesirable; 

(v) illtimed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, allowable. 

prompt: (adj) agile, quick, nimble, 
punctual, expeditious; (v) actuate, 
incite, inspire, move, instigate; (adj, v) 
fleet. ANTONYMS: (adj) late, 
uncertain; (v) discourage, hinder, 
halt. 

trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; (v) 
dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle. 
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Looking back, forty years afterwards, on this episode, one asked one’s self 

painfully whet sort of a lesson a young man should have drawn, for the 
purposes of his education, from this world-famous teaching of a very great 
master. In the heat of passion at the moment, one drew some harsh moral 
conclusions: Were they incorrect? Posed bluntly as rules of conduct, they led to 
the worst possible practices. As morals, one could detect no shade of difference 
between Gladstone and Napoleon except to the advantage of Napoleon. The 
private secretary saw none; he accepted the teacher in that sense; he took his 
lesson of political morality as learned, his notice to quit as duly served, and 
supposed his education to be finished.%

Every one thought so, and the whole City was in a turmoil. Any intelligent 
education ought to end when it is complete. One would then feel fewer 
hesitations and would handle a surer world. The old-fashioned logical drama 
required unity and sense; the actual drama is a pointless puzzle, without even an 
intrigue. When the curtain fell on Gladstone’s speech, any student had the right 
to suppose the drama ended; none could have affirmed that it was about to 
begin; that one’s painful lesson was thrown away. 

Even after forty years, most people would refuse to believe it; they would still 
insist that Gladstone, Russell, and Palmerston were true villains of melodrama. 
The evidence against Gladstone in special seemed overwhelming. The word 
“must” can never be used by a responsible Minister of one Government towards 
another, as Gladstone used it. No one knew so well as he that he and his own 
officials and friends at Liverpool were alone “making” a rebel navy, and that 
Jefferson Davis had next to nothing to do with it. As Chancellor of the Exchequer 
he was the Minister most interested in knowing that Palmerston, Russell, and 
himself were banded together by mutual pledge to make the Confederacy a 
nation the next week, and that the Southern leaders had as yet no hope of 
“making a nation” but in them. Such thoughts occurred to every one at the 
moment and time only added to their force. Never in the history of political 
turpitude had any brigand of modern civilization offered a worse example. The 
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banded: (adj) connected, striped, 
agouti, with stripes, stripy, belted. 

brigand: (n) bandit, robber, outlaw, 
bushranger, thug, thief, Bedouin, 
burglar, desperado, gangster, dacoit. 

intrigue: (n, v) cabal, contrivance, 
scheme; (v) fascinate, connive, 
captivate, attract, charm; (n) 
conspiracy, trick, plot. 

melodrama: (n) excitement, 
melodrame, soap opera, romance. 

pledge: (n, v) bond, gage, wager,  

engage, promise, plight, guarantee, 
bet, contract; (n) assurance; (v) 
covenant. ANTONYM: (v) redeem. 

puzzle: (adj, v) perplex, confuse, 
embarrass; (n) enigma, riddle, 
mystery, maze; (n, v) nonplus; (v) 
confound, mystify, baffle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) clarify, placate, 
explain; (n) explanation. 

turmoil: (n, v) commotion; (n) 
disturbance, agitation, disorder, 
hubbub, confusion, excitement,  

flurry, mess, hullabaloo, disruption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, calm, peace, 
accord. 

turpitude: (n) depravity, evil, 
corruption, degeneracy, depravation, 
wickedness, trimming, transgression, 
shuffling; (adj) debasement, abjection. 

whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, fillip, 
stimulus; (adj) point. ANTONYMS: 
(v) blunt, dishearten, dull, dampen, 
quench. 
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proof of it was that it outraged even Palmerston, who immediately put up Sir 
George Cornewall Lewis to repudiate the Chancellor of the Exchequer, against 
whom he turned his press at the same time. Palmerston had no notion of letting 
his hand be forced by Gladstone.%

Russell did nothing of the kind; if he agreed with Palmerston, he followed 
Gladstone. Although he had just created a new evangel of non-intervention for 
Italy, and preached it like an apostle, he preached the gospel of intervention in 
America as though he were a mouthpiece of the Congress of Vienna. On October 
13, he issued his call for the Cabinet to meet, on October 23, for discussion of the 
“duty of Europe to ask both parties, in the most friendly and conciliatory terms, 
to agree to a suspension of arms.” Meanwhile Minister Adams, deeply perturbed 
and profoundly anxious, would betray no sign of alarm, and purposely delayed 
to ask explanation. The howl of anger against Gladstone became louder every 
day, for every one knew that the Cabinet was called for October 23, and then 
could not fail to decide its policy about the United States. Lord Lyons put off his 
departure for America till October 25 expressly to share in the conclusions to be 
discussed on October 23. When Minister Adams at last requested an interview, 
Russell named October 23 as the day. To the last moment every act of Russell 
showed that, in his mind, the intervention was still in doubt. 

When Minister Adams, at the interview, suggested that an explanation was 
due him, he watched Russell with natural interest, and reported thus: 

 
...His lordship took my allusion at once, though not without a slight 

indication of embarrassment. He said that Mr. Gladstone had been 
evidently much misunderstood. I must have seen in the newspapers the 
letters which contained his later explanations. That he had certain 
opinions in regard to the nature of the struggle in America, as on all 
public questions, just as other Englishmen had, was natural enough. And 
it was the fashion here for public men to express such as they held in 
their public addresses. Of course it was not for him to disavow anything 
on the part of Mr. Gladstone; but he had no idea that in saying what he 
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allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, cue, 
suggestion, mention, intimation, 
pointer, insinuation, implication, 
indication, clue. 

apostle: (n) disciple, follower, 
propagandist, believer, missionary, 
adherent, advocate, proselyte, saint, 
munshi, messenger. ANTONYM: (n) 
opponent. 

disavow: (v) repudiate, disown, 
renounce, disclaim, disallow, abjure, 
negative, disaffirm, retract, recant,  

negate. ANTONYMS: (v) grant, 
approve, allow, admit. 

evangel: (n) gospels, Matthew, church 
doctrine, creed, mark, Luke, John, 
evangely. 

misunderstood: (adj) mistreated, 
confused. 

perturbed: (adj) disturbed, agitated, 
hot and bothered, confused, uneasy, 
concerned, worried, unsettled, 
troubled, upset, distraught. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untroubled,  

relaxed. 
purposely: (adj, adv) designedly, 

advisedly, knowingly; (adv) 
intentionally, on purpose, by design, 
consciously, by choice, calculatedly, 
explicitly; (adj) wittingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unintentionally. 

repudiate: (v) reject, renounce, 
forswear, decline, deny, recant, 
disallow, disown, disavow, refuse, 
relinquish. ANTONYMS: (v) accept, 
confirm, permit, affirm. 
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had, there was a serious intention to justify any of the inferences that had 
been drawn from it of a disposition in the Government now to adopt a 
new policy...%

 
A student trying to learn the processes of politics in a free government could 

not but ponder long on the moral to be drawn from this “explanation” of Mr. 
Gladstone by Earl Russell. The point set for study as the first condition of 
political life, was whether any politician could be believed or trusted. The 
question which a private secretary asked himself, in copying this despatch of 
October 24, 1862, was whether his father believed, or should believe, one word of 
Lord Russell’s “embarrassment.” The “truth” was not known for thirty years, but 
when published, seemed to be the reverse of Earl Russell’s statement. Mr. 
Gladstone’s speech had been drawn out by Russell’s own policy of intervention 
and had no sense except to declare the “disposition in the Government now to 
adopt” that new policy. Earl Russell never disavowed Gladstone, although Lord 
Palmerston and Sir George Cornewall Lewis instantly did so. As far as the 
curious student could penetrate the mystery, Gladstone exactly expressed Earl 
Russell’s intent. 

As political education, this lesson was to be crucial; it would decide the law 
of life. All these gentlemen were superlatively honorable; if one could not 
believe them, Truth in politics might be ignored as a delusion. Therefore the 
student felt compelled to reach some sort of idea that should serve to bring the 
case within a general law. Minister Adams felt the same compulsion. He bluntly 
told Russell that while he was “willing to acquit” Gladstone of “any deliberate 
intention to bring on the worst effects,” he was bound to say that Gladstone was 
doing it quite as certainly as if he had one; and to this charge, which struck more 
sharply at Russell’s secret policy than at Gladstone’s public defence of it, Russell 
replied as well as he could:— 

 
...His lordship intimated as guardedly as possible that Lord 

Palmerston and other members of the Government regretted the speech, 
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acquit: (adj, v) release; (v) exculpate, 
exonerate, discharge, excuse, clear, 
pardon, free, conduct, forgive, 
vindicate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, damn, censure, blame, 
sentence. 

delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, 
cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, 
mirage, trick, fallacy, error, 
aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: 
(n) comprehension, fact, truth. 

despatch: (n) shipment, expedition,  

communique, mission, consignment, 
sending, forwarding; (v) transmit, 
expedite, quicken, send. 

guardedly: (adv) cautiously, 
circumspectly, warily, charily, 
conservatively, vigilantly, watchfully, 
reticently, prudently, cagily, gingerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) frankly, 
trustingly, carelessly, recklessly, 
thoughtlessly. 

honorable: (adj) good, estimable, 
exalted, respectable, fair, decent,  

reputable, ethical, honor; (adj, v) 
great, noble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameful, disgraceful, corrupt, 
degenerate, immoral, humiliating, 
dishonest, unethical, decadent, bad, 
deceitful. 

superlatively: (adv) perfectly, 
preeminently, excellently, 
matchlessly, extremely, 
outstandingly, splendidly, 
magnificently, consummately, 
brilliantly, absolutely. 
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and`Mr. Gladstone himself was not disinclined to correct, as far as he 
could, the misinterpretation which had been made of it. It was still their 
intention to adhere to the rule of perfect neutrality in the struggle, and to 
let it come to its natural end without the smallest interference, direct or 
otherwise. But he could not say what circumstances might happen from 
month to month in the future. I observed that the policy he mentioned 
was satisfactory to us, and asked if I was to understand him as saying 
that no change of it was now proposed. To which he gave his assent...%

 
Minister Adams never knew more. He retained his belief that Russell could 

be trusted, but that Palmerston could not. This was the diplomatic tradition, 
especially held by the Russian diplomats. Possibly it was sound, but it helped in 
no way the education of a private secretary. The cat’s-paw theory offered no 
safer clue, than the frank, old-fashioned, honest theory of villainy. Neither the 
one nor the other was reasonable. 

No one ever told the Minister that Earl Russell, only a few hours before, had 
asked the Cabinet to intervene, and that the Cabinet had refused. The Minister 
was led to believe that the Cabinet meeting was not held, and that its decision 
was informal. Russell’s biographer said that, “with this memorandum [of 
Russell’s, dated October 13] the Cabinet assembled from all parts of the country 
on October 23; but ...members of the Cabinet doubted the policy of moving, or 
moving at that time.” The Duke of Newcastle and Sir George Grey joined 
Granville in opposition. As far as known, Russell and Gladstone stood alone. 
“Considerations such as these prevented the matter being pursued any further.” 

Still no one has distinctly said that this decision was formal; perhaps the 
unanimity of opposition made the formal Cabinet unnecessary; but it is certain 
that, within an hour or two before or after this decision, “his lordship said [to the 
United States Minister] that the policy of the Government was to adhere to a 
strict neutrality and to leave this struggle to settle itself.” When Mr. Adams, not 
satisfied even with this positive assurance, pressed for a categorical answer: “I 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adhere: (v) abide, cleave, accede, bond, 
cling, attach, stick, bind, persist, 
sustain; (adj, v) agree. ANTONYMS: 
(v) separate, repel, unfasten, loose, 
loosen. 

biographer: (n) writer, novelist; (v) 
fabulist; (adj) autobiographical, 
autobiographic. 

categorical: (adj, v) unqualified, 
absolute, distinct, definite, flat, 
positive, emphatic, unequivocal; (adj) 
unconditional, explicit, downright.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
tentative, ambiguous, conditional, 
dubious, vague, implied, 
accommodating, unconvincing, 
uncertain. 

disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, 
averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 
afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
bent, keen, disposed. 

misinterpretation: (n)  

misapprehension, misconstruction, 
mistake, misconception, imbroglio, 
misreading, misinterpret, confusion, 
error, interpretation, misacceptation. 

unanimity: (n) accord, concord, 
harmony, agreement, unity, 
consensus, union, unison, vox populi, 
concert, acclamation. ANTONYM: (n) 
disarray. 

villainy: (n) evil, infamy, crime, 
villany, misdeed, baseness, enormity, 
atrocity, evildoing, evilness, injustice. 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 160

asked him if I was to understand that policy as not now to be changed; he said: 
Yes!” 

John Morley’s comment on this matter, in the “Life of Gladstone,” forty years 
afterwards, would have interested the Minister, as well as his private secretary: 
“If this relation be accurate,” said Morley of a relation officially published at the 
time, and never questioned, “then the Foreign Secretary did not construe strict 
neutrality as excluding what diplomatists call good offices.” For a vital lesson in 
politics, Earl Russell’s construction of neutrality mattered little to the student, 
who asked only Russell’s intent, and cared only to know whether his 
construction had any other object than to deceive the Minister.%

In the grave one can afford to be lavish of charity, and possibly Earl Russell 
may have been honestly glad to reassure his personal friend Mr. Adams; but to 
one who is still in the world even if not of it, doubts are as plenty as days. Earl 
Russell totally deceived the private secretary, whatever he may have done to the 
Minister. The policy of abstention was not settled on October 23. Only the next 
day, October 24, Gladstone circulated a rejoinder to G. C. Lewis, insisting on the 
duty of England, France, and Russia to intervene by representing, “with moral 
authority and force, the opinion of the civilized world upon the conditions of the 
case.” Nothing had been decided. By some means, scarcely accidental, the French 
Emperor was led to think that his influence might turn the scale, and only ten 
days after Russell’s categorical “Yes!” Napoleon officially invited him to say 
“No!” He was more than ready to do so. Another Cabinet meeting was called for 
November 11, and this time Gladstone himself reports the debate: 

 
Nov. 11. We have had our Cabinet to-day and meet again tomorrow. 

I am afraid we shall do little or nothing in the business of America. But I 
will send you definite intelligence. Both Lords Palmerston and Russell 
are right. 

Nov. 12. The United States affair has ended and not well. Lord 
Russell rather turned tail. He gave way without resolutely fighting out 
his battle. However, though we decline for the moment, the answer is 
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abstention: (n) avoidance, 
renunciation, nonparticipation, 
restraint, sobriety, celibacy. 

circulated: (adj) disseminated, diffuse, 
dispersed, distributed. 

construe: (v) read, interpret, expound, 
clarify, define, illuminate, infer, 
explain, account for, analyse, take. 
ANTONYMS: (v) complicate, 
confuse, obscure, speculate. 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. 
lavish: (v) dissipate; (adj) exuberant,  

generous, copious, prodigal, ample, 
abundant, bountiful, excessive, 
improvident; (adj, v) profuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, scant, 
economical, impoverished, frugal, 
unadorned, plain; (v) stint, skimp, 
begrudge, economize. 

reassure: (n, v) encourage; (v) 
guarantee, calm, comfort, console, 
hearten, assuage, quieten, soothe, 
promise; (n) cheer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
worry, unsettle, terrify, alarm,  

undermine, upset. 
rejoinder: (n) reply, comeback, 

response, riposte, return, reaction, 
demurrer, plea, replication, retort, 
objection. 

resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 
decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 
unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, indecisively, uncertainly, 
feebly, hesitantly, aimlessly. 
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put upon grounds and in terms which leave the matter very open for the 
future.%

Nov. 13. I think the French will make our answer about America 
public; at least it is very possible. But I hope they may not take it as a 
positive refusal, or at any rate that they may themselves act in the matter. 
It will be clear that we concur with them, that the war should cease. 
Palmerston gave to Russell’s proposal a feeble and half-hearted support. 

 
Forty years afterwards, when every one except himself, who looked on at this 

scene, was dead, the private secretary of 1862 read these lines with stupor, and 
hurried to discuss them with John Hay, who was more astounded than himself. 
All the world had been at cross-purposes, had misunderstood themselves and 
the situation, had followed wrong paths, drawn wrong conclusions, had known 
none of the facts. One would have done better to draw no conclusions at all. 
One’s diplomatic education was a long mistake. 

These were the terms of this singular problem as they presented themselves 
to the student of diplomacy in 1862: Palmerston, on September 14, under the 
impression that the President was about to be driven from Washington and the 
Army of the Potomac dispersed, suggested to Russell that in such a case, 
intervention might be feasible. Russell instantly answered that, in any case, he 
wanted to intervene and should call a Cabinet for the purpose. Palmerston 
hesitated; Russell insisted; Granville protested. Meanwhile the rebel army was 
defeated at Antietam, September 17, and driven out of Maryland. Then 
Gladstone, October 7, tried to force Palmerston’s hand by treating the 
intervention as a fait accompli. Russell assented, but Palmerston put up Sir 
George Cornewall Lewis to contradict Gladstone and treated him sharply in the 
press, at the very moment when Russell was calling a Cabinet to make 
Gladstone’s words good. On October 23, Russell assured Adams that no change 
in policy was now proposed. On the same day he had proposed it, and was 
voted down. Instantly Napoleon III appeared as the ally of Russell and 
Gladstone with a proposition which had no sense except as a bribe to 
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bribe: (n) bribery, boodle, lure, 
payment, payoff; (v) corrupt, fix, pay 
off, pervert, blackmail; (n, v) reward. 

cease: (n, v) end, finish, stop; (v) quit, 
terminate, break, break off, close, 
conclude, discontinue, abstain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) begin, start, 
commence, persist, stay. 

concur: (v) accede, accord, assent, 
acquiesce, consent, accept, yield, 
concede, comply, admit; (n, v) 
coincide. ANTONYMS: (v) disagree, 

altercate, dispute, argue, resist, 
object, oppose, diverge, conflict. 

contradict: (v) deny, oppose, belie, 
conflict, confute, controvert, 
contravene, disprove, refute, 
invalidate, impugn. ANTONYMS: (v) 
agree, match, correspond, approve, 
corroborate, prove, support, 
reinforce. 

cross-purposes: (n) Mexican standoff, 
disagreement. 

dispersed: (adj) sparse, spread,  

distributed, scattered, diffused, 
scatter, outspread, disseminated, 
split, dissipated, separate. 

half-hearted: (adj) hesitant, lukewarm, 
irresolute, lackadaisical, tepid, 
unsympathetic, listless. 

stupor: (n) lethargy, stupefaction, 
coma, shock, insensibility, 
unconsciousness, trance, 
sluggishness, torpor, haze, 
grogginess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
alertness, awareness, wakefulness. 
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Palmerston to replace America, from pole to pole, in her old dependence on 
Europe, and to replace England in her old sovereignty of the seas, if Palmerston 
would support France in Mexico. The young student of diplomacy, knowing 
Palmerston, must have taken for granted that Palmerston inspired this motion 
and would support it; knowing Russell and his Whig antecedents, he would 
conceive that Russell must oppose it; knowing Gladstone and his lofty principles, 
he would not doubt that Gladstone violently denounced the scheme. If education 
was worth a straw, this was the only arrangement of persons that a trained 
student would imagine possible, and it was the arrangement actually assumed 
by nine men out of ten, as history. In truth, each valuation was false. Palmerston 
never showed favor to the scheme and gave it only “a feeble and half-hearted 
support.” Russell gave way without resolutely fighting out “his battle.” The only 
resolute, vehement, conscientious champion of Russell, Napoleon, and Jefferson 
Davis was Gladstone.%

Other people could afford to laugh at a young man’s blunders, but to him the 
best part of life was thrown away if he learned such a lesson wrong. Henry 
James had not yet taught the world to read a volume for the pleasure of seeing 
the lights of his burning-glass turned on alternate sides of the same figure. 
Psychological study was still simple, and at worst—or at best—English character 
was never subtile. Surely no one would believe that complexity was the trait that 
confused the student of Palmerston, Russell, and Gladstone. Under a very strong 
light human nature will always appear complex and full of contradictions, but 
the British statesman would appear, on the whole, among the least complex of 
men. 

Complex these gentlemen were not. Disraeli alone might, by contrast, be 
called complex, but Palmerston, Russell, and Gladstone deceived only by their 
simplicity. Russell was the most interesting to a young man because his conduct 
seemed most statesmanlike. Every act of Russell, from April, 1861, to November, 
1862, showed the clearest determination to break up the Union. The only point in 
Russell’s character about which the student thought no doubt to be possible was 
its want of good faith. It was thoroughly dishonest, but strong. Habitually 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

antecedents: (n) history, colony. 
conscientious: (adj) scrupulous, 

painstaking, honest, thorough, 
meticulous, dutiful, close, principled, 
strict; (adj, v) ethical, moral. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unconscientious, immoral, 
irresponsible, unscrupulous, 
conscienceless, corrupt, dishonest, 
inexact, slack, slipshod. 

disraeli: (n) first earl of Beaconsfield, 
Benjamin Disraeli. 

lesson: (n) example, education, 
instruction, class, learning, sermon, 
recitation, task, study, message; (n, v) 
rebuke. 

pole: (n) picket, bar, magnetic pole, 
mast, rod, terminal, post, support, 
axle, beam, axis. 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain,  

uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, 
undecided. 

statesmanlike: (adj) statesmanly, 
tactful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unstatesmanlike. 

straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 
chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, cobweb, 
mote, gossamer; (v) strew. 

subtile: (adj) fine, delicate, rare, light, 
guileful, astute, acute, cunning, 
subtle, artful, crafty. 
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Russell said one thing and did another. He seemed unconscious of his own 
contradictions even when his opponents pointed them out, as they were much in 
the habit of doing, in the strongest language. As the student watched him deal 
with the Civil War in America, Russell alone showed persistence, even obstinacy, 
in a definite determination, which he supported, as was necessary, by the usual 
definite falsehoods. The young man did not complain of the falsehoods; on the 
contrary, he was vain of his own insight in detecting them; but he was wholly 
upset by the idea that Russell should think himself true.%

Young Adams thought Earl Russell a statesman of the old school, clear about 
his objects and unscrupulous in his methods—dishonest but strong. Russell 
ardently asserted that he had no objects, and that though he might be weak he 
was above all else honest. Minister Adams leaned to Russell personally and 
thought him true, but officially, in practice, treated him as false. Punch, before 
1862, commonly drew Russell as a schoolboy telling lies, and afterwards as 
prematurely senile, at seventy. Education stopped there. No one, either in or out 
of England, ever offered a rational explanation of Earl Russell. 

Palmerston was simple—so simple as to mislead the student altogether—but 
scarcely more consistent. The world thought him positive, decided, reckless; the 
record proved him to be cautious, careful, vacillating. Minister Adams took him 
for pugnacious and quarrelsome; the “Lives” of Russell, Gladstone, and 
Granville show him to have been good-tempered, conciliatory, avoiding 
quarrels. He surprised the Minister by refusing to pursue his attack on General 
Butler. He tried to check Russell. He scolded Gladstone. He discouraged 
Napoleon. Except Disraeli none of the English statesmen were so cautious as he 
in talking of America. Palmerston told no falsehoods; made no professions; 
concealed no opinions; was detected in no double-dealing. The most mortifying 
failure in Henry Adams’s long education was that, after forty years of confirmed 
dislike, distrust, and detraction of Lord Palmerston, he was obliged at last to 
admit himself in error, and to consent in spirit—for by that time he was nearly as 
dead as any of them—to beg his pardon. 
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ardently: (adv) fervently, warmly, 
eagerly, intensely, fierily, avidly, 
enthusiastically, burningly, 
zealously, fervidly; (adj, adv) hotly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indifferently, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
halfheartedly, calmly. 

detraction: (n) aspersion, depreciation, 
scandal, backbiting, derogation, 
disparagement, calumny, slander, 
obloquy, censure; (v) dispraise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) adulation,  

commendation, flattery, praise, 
approval. 

double-dealing: (n) trick, chicanery, 
hypocrisy, deception, falsity, cheat, 
dishonesty; (adj) false, dishonest, 
deceitful; (adj, n) two-timing. 

good-tempered: (adj) good-natured, 
easy, complaisant, good-humored. 

mislead: (v) betray, deceive, cheat, 
beguile, misinform, fool, con, lie, lead 
astray, hoodwink, trick. 

pugnacious: (adj) belligerent, bellicose, 

combative, aggressive, quarrelsome, 
warlike, contentious, argumentative, 
hostile, martial, peevish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) peaceable, 
friendly. 

vacillating: (adj) indecisive, 
changeable, undecided, wavering, 
giddy, vacillant, hesitating, hesitant; 
(adj, v) infirm, debilitated, enfeebled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, strong, 
consistent, decisive, determined, 
resolute. 
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Gladstone %was quite another story, but with him a student’s difficulties 
were less because they were shared by all the world including Gladstone himself. 
He was the sum of contradictions. The highest education could reach, in this 
analysis, only a reduction to the absurd, but no absurdity that a young man 
could reach in 1862 would have approached the level that Mr. Gladstone 
admitted, avowed, proclaimed, in his confessions of 1896, which brought all 
reason and all hope of education to a still-stand:— 

 
I have yet to record an undoubted error, the most singular and 

palpable, I may add the least excusable of them all, especially since it 
was committed so late as in the year 1862 when I had outlived half a 
century ...I declared in the heat of the American struggle that Jefferson 
Davis had made a nation... Strange to say, this declaration, most 
unwarrantable to be made by a Minister of the Crown with no authority 
other than his own, was not due to any feeling of partisanship for the 
South or hostility to the North... I really, though most strangely, believed 
that it was an act of friendliness to all America to recognize that the 
struggle was virtually at an end. ...That my opinion was founded upon a 
false estimate of the facts was the very least part of my fault. I did not 
perceive the gross impropriety of such an utterance from a Cabinet 
Minister of a power allied in blood and language, and bound to loyal 
neutrality; the case being further exaggerated by the fact that we were 
already, so to speak, under indictment before the world for not (as was 
alleged) having strictly enforced the laws of neutrality in the matter of 
the cruisers. My offence was indeed only a mistake, but one of incredible 
grossness, and with such consequences of offence and alarm attached to 
it, that my failing to perceive them justly exposed me to very severe 
blame. It illustrates vividly that incapacity which my mind so long 
retained, and perhaps still exhibits, an incapacity of viewing subjects all 
round... 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

confessions: (n) confession, life, 
journal, fortunes, personal narrative, 
memoir, experiences, biography. 

excusable: (adj) pardonable, justifiable, 
defensible, forgivable, warrantable, 
permissible, slight, understandable, 
minor, vindicable, tenable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unforgivable, 
unallowable, indefensible, blameable.

founded: (prep) established, institute; 
(v) fusil, cast. 

grossness: (n) commonness,  

vulgarism, inelegance, obscenity, 
vulgarity, corpulence, indecency, 
crassitude, crassness, crudity, 
density. 

impropriety: (n) barbarism, obscenity, 
indecorum, error, rudeness, 
indelicacy, incorrectness, solecism, 
wrongness; (adj) immorality, 
inaptitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
decency, correctness. 

partisanship: (n) partiality, bias, 
prejudice, clannishness,  

anthropocentrism, 
anthropocentricity, esprit de corps, 
clanship, ethnocentrism, localism; 
(adj, n) party spirit. ANTONYM: (n) 
disloyalty. 

unwarrantable: (adj) unwarranted, 
unjustifiable, indefensible, 
unreasonable, inexcusable, undue, 
unallowable, insupportable, 
unforgivable, unjustified, improper. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
excusable, justifiable. 
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Long %and patiently—more than patiently—sympathetically, did the private 
secretary, forty years afterwards in the twilight of a life of study, read and re-
read and reflect upon this confession. Then, it seemed, he had seen nothing 
correctly at the time. His whole theory of conspiracy—of policy—of logic and 
connection in the affairs of man, resolved itself into “incredible grossness.” He 
felt no rancor, for he had won the game; he forgave, since he must admit, the 
“incapacity of viewing subjects all round” which had so nearly cost him life and 
fortune; he was willing even to believe. He noted, without irritation, that Mr. 
Gladstone, in his confession, had not alluded to the understanding between 
Russell, Palmerston, and himself; had even wholly left out his most “incredible” 
act, his ardent support of Napoleon’s policy, a policy which even Palmerston and 
Russell had supported feebly, with only half a heart. All this was indifferent. 
Granting, in spite of evidence, that Gladstone had no set plan of breaking up the 
Union; that he was party to no conspiracy; that he saw none of the results of his 
acts which were clear to every one else; granting in short what the English 
themselves seemed at last to conclude—that Gladstone was not quite sane; that 
Russell was verging on senility; and that Palmerston had lost his nerve—what 
sort of education should have been the result of it? How should it have affected 
one’s future opinions and acts? 

Politics cannot stop to study psychology. Its methods are rough; its 
judgments rougher still. All this knowledge would not have affected either the 
Minister or his son in 1862. The sum of the individuals would still have seemed, 
to the young man, one individual—a single will or intention—bent on breaking 
up the Union “as a diminution of a dangerous power.” The Minister would still 
have found his interest in thinking Russell friendly and Palmerston hostile. The 
individual would still have been identical with the mass. The problem would 
have been the same; the answer equally obscure. Every student would, like the 
private secretary, answer for himself alone. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

confession: (n) admission, 
acknowledgment, recognition, 
acknowledgement, concession, 
divulgence, disclosure, shrift, 
penance, profession, admission of 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) disavowal, 
refutation. 

forgave: (v) to excuse. 
forty: (adj, n) XL; (n) two score, forties; 

(adj) twoscore. 
granting: (n) concession, conceding, 

yielding, surrendering, issue,  

agreement; (conj) although. 
indifferent: (adj) apathetic, impassive, 

cold, cool, callous, fair, insensible, 
unconcerned, careless, dull, average. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, 
fervent, keen, obsessive, energetic, 
eager, involved, surprised, 
exceptional, concerned, shocked. 

irritation: (n) exasperation, anger, 
annoyance, displeasure, bother, 
excitation, temper, excitement, 
irritability, vexation, annoying.  

ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, balm, 
calm, calmness, equanimity, patience. 

senility: (n) age, old age, second 
childhood, decrepitude, senescence, 
infirmity, caducity, anility, weakness, 
dementia; (v) drivel. 

twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 
gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise. 

verging: (adj) marginal, adjoining. 

 





Henry Adams 167

 
CHAPTER  % X I  

 
THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  RAMS  ( 1863 )  

 
 

MINISTER ADAMS troubled himself little about what he did not see of an 
enemy. His son, a nervous animal, made life a terror by seeing too much. 
Minister Adams played his hand as it came, and seldom credited his opponents 
with greater intelligence than his own. Earl Russell suited him; perhaps a certain 
personal sympathy united them; and indeed Henry Adams never saw Russell 
without being amused by his droll likeness to John Quincy Adams. Apart from 
this shadowy personal relation, no doubt the Minister was diplomatically right; 
he had nothing to lose and everything to gain by making a friend of the Foreign 
Secretary, and whether Russell were true or false mattered less, because, in either 
case, the American Legation could act only as though he were false. Had the 
Minister known Russell’s determined effort to betray and ruin him in October, 
1862, he could have scarcely used stronger expressions than he did in 1863. 
Russell must have been greatly annoyed by Sir Robert Collier’s hint of collusion 
with the rebel agents in the Alabama Case, but he hardened himself to hear the 
same innuendo repeated in nearly every note from the Legation. As time went 
on, Russell was compelled, though slowly, to treat the American Minister as 
serious. He admitted nothing so unwillingly, for the nullity or fatuity of the 
Washington Government was his idee fixe; but after the failure of his last effort 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

amused: (adj) amusing, smiling, 
tickled pink, pleased, diverted. 

compelled: (adj) forced, obligate, 
enforced, constrained, responsible, 
answerable, unwilling, destined. 

credited: (adj) accredited, accepted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial. 

diplomatically: (adv) discreetly, 
prudently, sensitively, delicately, 
carefully, wisely, politely, artfully, 
considerately, cautiously, 
thoughtfully. ANTONYMS: (adv)  

tactlessly, undiplomatically, 
indiscreetly. 

expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, 
language. 

fatuity: (n) absurdity, silliness, 
fatuousness, folly, idiocy, nonsense, 
asininity, crassitude, inanity; (adj, n) 
dotage; (adj) anility. 

innuendo: (n, v) hint, suggestion; (n) 
allusion, implication, inkling, cue, 
insinuation, reference, intimation, 
slur, sarcasm. 

likeness: (n) resemblance, copy, effigy, 
image, affinity, similarity, 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) 
figure, form, semblance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, 
contrast. 

nullity: (n) nil, naught, cipher, 
nothingness, nobody, void, 
invalidity, nonexistence, nihility, 
zero, negation. 
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for joint intervention on November 12, 1862, only one week elapsed before he 
received a note from Minister Adams repeating his charges about the Alabama, 
and asking in very plain language for redress. Perhaps Russell’s mind was 
naturally slow to understand the force of sudden attack, or perhaps age had 
affected it; this was one of the points that greatly interested a student, but young 
men have a passion for regarding their elders as senile, which was only in part 
warranted in this instance by observing that Russell’s generation were mostly 
senile from youth. They had never got beyond 1815 Both Palmerston and Russell 
were in this case. Their senility was congenital, like Gladstone’s Oxford training 
and High Church illusions, which caused wild eccentricities in his judgment. 
Russell could not conceive that he had misunderstood and mismanaged Minister 
Adams from the start, and when after November 12 he found himself on the 
defensive, with Mr Adams taking daily a stronger tone, he showed mere 
confusion and helplessness.%

Thus, whatever the theory, the action of diplomacy had to be the same. 
Minister Adams was obliged to imply collusion between Russell and the rebels. 
He could not even stop at criminal negligence. If, by an access of courtesy, the 
Minister were civil enough to admit that the escape of the Alabama had been due 
to criminal negligence, he could make no such concession in regard to the 
ironclad rams which the Lairds were building; for no one could be so simple as 
to believe that two armored ships-of-war could be built publicly, under the eyes 
of the Government, and go to sea like the Alabama, without active and incessant 
collusion. The longer Earl Russell kept on his mask of assumed ignorance, the 
more violently in the end, the Minister would have to tear it off. Whatever Mr. 
Adams might personally think of Earl Russell, he must take the greatest possible 
diplomatic liberties with him if this crisis were allowed to arrive. 

As the spring of 1863 drew on, the vast field cleared itself for action. A 
campaign more beautiful—better suited for training the mind of a youth eager 
for training—has not often unrolled itself for study, from the beginning, before a 
young man perched in so commanding a position. Very slowly, indeed, after two 
years of solitude, one began to feel the first faint flush of new and imperial life. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

armored: (adj) ironclad, unbreakable, 
armor-clad, mailed, panoplied, 
reinforced, toughened, shatterproof, 
resistant; (v) bulletproof. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fragile, 
unarmored. 

charges: (n) expenditure, dues. 
congenital: (adj) natural, inborn, 

inherent, indigenous, constitutional, 
connate, native, instinctive, born; (n) 
implanted by nature, in the grain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, acquired, 

contracted. 
drew: (n) move, John Drew. 
elapsed: (adj) gone, forgotten, lapsed, 

back, beyond, onwards, over and 
done. 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 
interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite. 

ironclad: (adj) brassbound, stringent, 
rigid, firm, exacting, severe, 
steadfast; (v) armor plated; (n) ram, 
turret ship, monitor. 

liberties: (n) freedoms, familiarity, 
intimacy. 

perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the 
edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, 
suspended, perked up. 

senile: (adj) doddering, gaga, aged, 
geriatric, elderly, doddery, decrepit, 
crazy, demented, disabled, dotty. 
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One was twenty-five years old, and quite ready to assert it; some of one’s friends 
were wearing stars on their collars; some had won stars of a more enduring kind. 
At moments one’s breath came quick. One began to dream the sensation of 
wielding unmeasured power. The sense came, like vertigo, for an instant, and 
passed, leaving the brain a little dazed, doubtful, shy. With an intensity more 
painful than that of any Shakespearean drama, men’s eyes were fastened on the 
armies in the field. Little by little, at first only as a shadowy chance of what 
might be, if things could be rightly done, one began to feel that, somewhere 
behind the chaos in Washington power was taking shape; that it was massed and 
guided as it had not been before. Men seemed to have learned their business—at 
a cost that ruined—and perhaps too late. A private secretary knew better than 
most people how much of the new power was to be swung in London, and 
almost exactly when; but the diplomatic campaign had to wait for the military 
campaign to lead. The student could only study.%

Life never could know more than a single such climax. In that form, 
education reached its limits. As the first great blows began to fall, one curled up 
in bed in the silence of night, to listen with incredulous hope. As the huge 
masses struck, one after another, with the precision of machinery, the opposing 
mass, the world shivered. Such development of power was unknown. The 
magnificent resistance and the return shocks heightened the suspense. During 
the July days Londoners were stupid with unbelief. They were learning from the 
Yankees how to fight. 

An American saw in a flash what all this meant to England, for one’s mind 
was working with the acceleration of the machine at home; but Englishmen were 
not quick to see their blunders. One had ample time to watch the process, and 
had even a little time to gloat over the repayment of old scores. News of 
Vicksburg and Gettysburg reached London one Sunday afternoon, and it 
happened that Henry Adams was asked for that evening to some small reception 
at the house of Monckton Milnes. He went early in order to exchange a word or 
two of congratulation before the rooms should fill, and on arriving he found 
only the ladies in the drawing-room; the gentlemen were still sitting over their 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

congratulation: (n) compliment, 
greeting, congratulate, 
congratulations, acknowledgement, 
gratulation, acknowledgment. 

gloat: (v) brag, crow, vaunt, cock the 
eye, bluster, revel, triumph, 
congratulate, boast; (n) gloating, glee. 
ANTONYM: (v) fail. 

heightened: (adj) excited, intense, 
irritate, keen, resonant, sensitive. 

incredulous: (adj) dubious, doubtful, 
suspicious, unbelieving, faithless,  

skeptical, doubting, lacking faith, 
questioning, cynical, mistrustful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) convinced. 

massed: (adj) assembled, collected, 
congregate, amassed, accumulated, 
concentrated, accrued, collective, 
equanimous, crowded, dense. 

stars: (n) heavenly bodies, fate. 
unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 

skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, heresy, 
suspicion, misgiving. ANTONYM:  

(n) faith. 
unmeasured: (adj) illimitable, 

measureless, unbounded, limitless, 
immeasurable, boundless, 
unfathomable, untold, 
immensurable, unmeasurable, 
unnumbered. 

vertigo: (n) giddiness, 
lightheadedness, swimming, 
symptom, wooziness, daze, dizzy, 
dizzy round, dizzy spell, faint, 
faintness. 
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wine. Presently they came in, and, as luck would have it, Delane of the Times 
came first. When Milnes caught sight of his young American friend, with a 
whoop of triumph he rushed to throw both arms about his neck and kiss him on 
both cheeks. Men of later birth who knew too little to realize the passions of 
1863—backed by those of 1813—and reenforced by those of 1763—might 
conceive that such publicity embarrassed a private secretary who came from 
Boston and called himself shy; but that evening, for the first time in his life, he 
happened not to be thinking of himself. He was thinking of Delane, whose eye 
caught his, at the moment of Milnes’s embrace. Delane probably regarded it as a 
piece of Milnes’s foolery; he had never heard of young Adams, and never 
dreamed of his resentment at being ridiculed in the Times; he had no suspicion 
of the thought floating in the mind of the American Minister’s son, for the British 
mind is the slowest of all minds, as the files of the Times proved, and the capture 
of Vicksburg had not yet penetrated Delane’s thick cortex of fixed ideas. Even if 
he had read Adams’s thought, he would have felt for it only the usual amused 
British contempt for all that he had not been taught at school. It needed a whole 
generation for the Times to reach Milnes’s standpoint.%

Had the Minister’s son carried out the thought, he would surely have sought 
an introduction to Delane on the spot, and assured him that he regarded his own 
personal score as cleared off—sufficiently settled, then and there—because his 
father had assumed the debt, and was going to deal with Mr. Delane himself. 
“You come next!” would have been the friendly warning. For nearly a year the 
private secretary had watched the board arranging itself for the collision 
between the Legation and Delane who stood behind the Palmerston Ministry. 
Mr. Adams had been steadily strengthened and reenforced from Washington in 
view of the final struggle. The situation had changed since the Trent Affair. The 
work was efficiently done; the organization was fairly complete. No doubt, the 
Legation itself was still as weakly manned and had as poor an outfit as the 
Legations of Guatemala or Portugal. Congress was always jealous of its 
diplomatic service, and the Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Relations was 
not likely to press assistance on the Minister to England. For the Legation not an 
additional clerk was offered or asked. The Secretary, the Assistant Secretary, and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arranging: (n) arrange, arrangements, 
disposition, composing, composition, 
order, position, set, orchestration, 
organization, agreement. 

collision: (n) clash, hit, conflict, crash, 
smash, clashing, accident, 
rencounter, jar, striking, hitting. 

cortex: (n) cerebral cortex, rind, skin, 
coat, crust, peel, archipallium, 
cerebral mantle, integument, shuck, 
husk. 

foolery: (n) folly, tomfoolery,  

foolishness, buffoonery, clowning, 
inanity, romp, gambol, frolic, 
imbecility, lunacy. 

outfit: (n, v) dress, gear, garb, attire, 
apparel; (n) kit, costume, company, 
ensemble; (v) furnish, equip. 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. 
weakly: (adj) feeble, infirm, weak; 

(adv) frailly, badly, softly, lightly, 
infirmly, effeminately, slightly; (adj, 
adv) sickly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
strongly, confidently, powerfully,  

firmly, well, competently, 
convincingly, wholeheartedly, 
admirably, persuasively, 
interestingly. 

whoop: (n, v) shout, call; (v) howl, yell, 
shriek, roar, bellow, halloo, cough, 
hack; (n) vociferation. 
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the private secretary did all the work that the Minister did not do. A clerk at five 
dollars a week would have done the work as well or better, but the Minister 
could trust no clerk; without express authority he could admit no one into the 
Legation; he strained a point already by admitting his son. Congress and its 
committees were the proper judges of what was best for the public service, and if 
the arrangement seemed good to them, it was satisfactory to a private secretary 
who profited by it more than they did. A great staff would have suppressed him. 
The whole Legation was a sort of improvised, volunteer service, and he was a 
volunteer with the rest. He was rather better off than the rest, because he was 
invisible and unknown. Better or worse, he did his work with the others, and if 
the secretaries made any remarks about Congress, they made no complaints, and 
knew that none would have received a moment’s attention.%

If they were not satisfied with Congress, they were satisfied with Secretary 
Seward. Without appropriations for the regular service, he had done great things 
for its support. If the Minister had no secretaries, he had a staff of active consuls; 
he had a well-organized press; efficient legal support; and a swarm of social 
allies permeating all classes. All he needed was a victory in the field, and 
Secretary Stanton undertook that part of diplomacy. Vicksburg and Gettysburg 
cleared the board, and, at the end of July, 1863, Minister Adams was ready to 
deal with Earl Russell or Lord Palmerston or Mr. Gladstone or Mr. Delane, or 
any one else who stood in his way; and by the necessity of the case, was obliged 
to deal with all of them shortly. 

Even before the military climax at Vicksburg and Gettysburg, the Minister 
had been compelled to begin his attack; but this was history, and had nothing to 
do with education. The private secretary copied the notes into his private books, 
and that was all the share he had in the matter, except to talk in private. 

No more volunteer services were needed; the volunteers were in a manner 
sent to the rear; the movement was too serious for skirmishing. All that a 
secretary could hope to gain from the affair was experience and knowledge of 
politics. He had a chance to measure the motive forces of men; their qualities of 
character; their foresight; their tenacity of purpose. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

classes: (n) lessons. 
copied: (adj) counterfeit, derivative, 

sham, false, phony, mock, imitative, 
forged, fake, ersatz, bogus. 
ANTONYM: (adj) real. 

diplomacy: (n) tact, delicacy, 
diplomatics, statecraft, wisdom, 
tactfulness, talks, wiseness, foreign 
affairs; (n, v) politics; (adj) diplomatic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) violence, 
indiscretion, tactlessness, 
insensitivity. 

permeating: (adj) pervasive, 
penetrating, permeative, passing 
through, distributive. 

skirmishing: (n) altercation, bickering, 
hostility, warfare, combating. 

strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
constrained, laboured, unnatural, 
nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
calm. 

suppressed: (adj) stifled, smothered, 
strangled, repressed, downtrodden,  

buried, hidden, pent-up, latent, 
untold; (n) subordinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) publicized, overt. 

tenacity: (n) persistence, 
determination, resolution, 
doggedness, resolve, pertinacity, 
strength, persistency, fortitude, 
firmness; (adj) obstinacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
slackness, weakness, cowardice, 
flexibility, indecision. 

well-organized: (adj) logical, together. 
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In the Legation no great confidence was felt in stopping the rams. Whatever 
the reason, Russell seemed immovable. Had his efforts for intervention in 
September, 1862, been known to the Legation in September, 1863 the Minister 
must surely have admitted that Russell had, from the first, meant to force his 
plan of intervention on his colleagues. Every separate step since April, 1861, led 
to this final coercion. Although Russell’s hostile activity of 1862 was still secret—
and remained secret for some five-and-twenty years—his animus seemed to be 
made clear by his steady refusal to stop the rebel armaments. Little by little, 
Minister Adams lost hope. With loss of hope came the raising of tone, until at 
last, after stripping Russell of every rag of defence and excuse, he closed by 
leaving him loaded with connivance in the rebel armaments, and ended by the 
famous sentence: “It would be superfluous in me to point out to your lordship 
that this is war!”%

What the Minister meant by this remark was his own affair; what the private 
secretary understood by it, was a part of his education. Had his father ordered 
him to draft an explanatory paragraph to expand the idea as he grasped it, he 
would have continued thus:— 

“It would be superfluous: 1st. Because Earl Russell not only knows it already, 
but has meant it from the start. 2nd Because it is the only logical and necessary 
consequence of his unvarying action. 3d. Because Mr. Adams is not pointing out 
to him that ‘this is war,’ but is pointing it out to the world, to complete the 
record.” 

This would have been the matter-of-fact sense in which the private secretary 
copied into his books the matter-of-fact statement with which, without passion or 
excitement, the Minister announced that a state of war existed. To his copying 
eye, as clerk, the words, though on the extreme verge of diplomatic propriety, 
merely stated a fact, without novelty, fancy, or rhetoric. The fact had to be stated 
in order to make clear the issue. The war was Russell’s war—Adams only 
accepted it. 

Russell’s reply to this note of September 5 reached the Legation on September 
8, announcing at last to the anxious secretaries that “instructions have been 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

animus: (n) malice, animosity, hate, 
resentment, enmity, contemplation, 
ill will, mind, hostility; (adj, n) 
leaning; (adj) disposition. 

announcing: (n) publicity, 
communication; (adj) annunciative. 

armaments: (n) arms, weaponry, 
army, armature, guns, artillery, 
firepower, ordnance, weapons. 

connivance: (n) complicity, tacit 
consent, acquiescence, conspiracy, 
plot, connivency, commendation,  

involvement, approval, 
responsibility, secret approval. 

immovable: (adj, v) firm, fixed; (adj) 
adamant, steadfast, motionless, 
unyielding, unmovable, set, 
imperturbable, inflexible; (v) fast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, moving, 
mobile, flexible, movable, 
acquiescent, temporary, irresolute. 

propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 
correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
fitness, etiquette, civility, grace,  

politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 
unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency. 

unvarying: (adj) unchanging, 
invariable, constant, steady, uniform, 
invariant, changeless, consistent, 
unvaried, unchanged, equal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) irregular, 
multiform, varied, dynamic, erratic, 
unequal. 
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issued %which will prevent the departure of the two ironclad vessels from 
Liverpool.” The members of the modest Legation in Portland Place accepted it as 
Grant had accepted the capitulation of Vicksburg. The private secretary 
conceived that, as Secretary Stanton had struck and crushed by superior weight 
the rebel left on the Mississippi, so Secretary Seward had struck and crushed the 
rebel right in England, and he never felt a doubt as to the nature of the battle. 
Though Minister Adams should stay in office till he were ninety, he would never 
fight another campaign of life and death like this; and though the private 
secretary should covet and attain every office in the gift of President or people, 
he would never again find education to compare with the life-and-death 
alternative of this two-year-and-a-half struggle in London, as it had racked and 
thumb-screwed him in its shifting phases; but its practical value as education 
turned on his correctness of judgment in measuring the men and their forces. He 
felt respect for Russell as for Palmerston because they represented traditional 
England and an English policy, respectable enough in itself, but which, for four 
generations, every Adams had fought and exploited as the chief source of his 
political fortunes. As he understood it, Russell had followed this policy steadily, 
ably, even vigorously, and had brought it to the moment of execution. Then he 
had met wills stronger than his own, and, after persevering to the last possible 
instant, had been beaten. Lord North and George Canning had a like experience. 
This was only the idea of a boy, but, as far as he ever knew, it was also the idea of 
his Government. For once, the volunteer secretary was satisfied with his 
Government. Commonly the self-respect of a secretary, private or public, 
depends on, and is proportional to, the severity of his criticism, but in this case 
the English campaign seemed to him as creditable to the State Department as the 
Vicksburg campaign to the War Department, and more decisive. It was well 
planned, well prepared, and well executed. He could never discover a mistake in 
it. Possibly he was biassed by personal interest, but his chief reason for trusting 
his own judgment was that he thought himself to be one of only half a dozen 
persons who knew something about it. When others criticised Mr. Seward, he 
was rather indifferent to their opinions because he thought they hardly knew 
what they were talking about, and could not be taught without living over again 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ably: (adv) capably, cleverly, skillfully, 
proficiently, adroitly, aptly, 
competently, well, admirably, 
dexterously, deftly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) incompetently, clumsily, badly.

capitulation: (n) submission, yielding, 
cession, deference, fall, loss, giving 
up, resignation, summary, obedience, 
compliance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
victory, resistance. 

covet: (v) envy, begrudge, long, crave, 
aspire, grudge, hanker, want, wish  

for, long for, wish. ANTONYMS: (v) 
spurn, renounce, reject, ignore, 
forswear. 

creditable: (adj, v) reputable, 
respectable; (adj, n) meritorious; (adj) 
praiseworthy, laudable, worthy, 
admirable, believable; (n) estimable, 
dignity; (v) up to the mark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
disrespected, disgraceful, 
discreditable, lamentable, poor, 
blameworthy. 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 
determined, constant, resolute, 
dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute. 

racked: (adj) assured, confident, 
miserable. 

shifting: (adj) moving, variable, 
changeable, fickle, changing, varying, 
unsettled, movable, fitful; (n) change, 
movement. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, consistent. 
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the London life of 1862. To him Secretary Seward seemed immensely strong and 
steady in leadership; but this was no discredit to Russell or Palmerston or 
Gladstone. They, too, had shown power, patience and steadiness of purpose. 
They had persisted for two years and a half in their plan for breaking up the 
Union, and had yielded at last only in the jaws of war. After a long and 
desperate struggle, the American Minister had trumped their best card and won 
the game.%

Again and again, in after life, he went back over the ground to see whether he 
could detect error on either side. He found none. At every stage the steps were 
both probable and proved. All the more he was disconcerted that Russell should 
indignantly and with growing energy, to his dying day, deny and resent the 
axiom of Adams’s whole contention, that from the first he meant to break up the 
Union. Russell affirmed that he meant nothing of the sort; that he had meant 
nothing at all; that he meant to do right; that he did not know what he meant. 
Driven from one defence after another, he pleaded at last, like Gladstone, that he 
had no defence. Concealing all he could conceal—burying in profound secrecy 
his attempt to break up the Union in the autumn of 1862—he affirmed the louder 
his scrupulous good faith. What was worse for the private secretary, to the total 
derision and despair of the lifelong effort for education, as the final result of 
combined practice, experience, and theory—he proved it. 

Henry Adams had, as he thought, suffered too much from Russell to admit 
any plea in his favor; but he came to doubt whether this admission really favored 
him. Not until long after Earl Russell’s death was the question reopened. Russell 
had quitted office in 1866; he died in 1878; the biography was published in 1889. 
During the Alabama controversy and the Geneva Conference in 1872, his course 
as Foreign Secretary had been sharply criticised, and he had been compelled to 
see England pay more than L3,000,000 penalty for his errors. On the other hand, 
he brought forward—or his biographer for him—evidence tending to prove that 
he was not consciously dishonest, and that he had, in spite of appearances, acted 
without collusion, agreement, plan, or policy, as far as concerned the rebels. He 
had stood alone, as was his nature. Like Gladstone, he had thought himself right. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

axiom: (n) maxim, adage, apothegm, 
principle, proposition, truism, saying, 
saw, proverb, truth, motto. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foolishness, 
paradox, absurdity. 

derision: (n) contempt, mockery, 
scorn, banter, jeering, disdain, scoff, 
insult, irony, sport, gibe. 
ANTONYMS: (n) applause, esteem, 
admiration, praise, approval. 

disconcerted: (adj) confused, 
confounded, bewildered, blank,  

embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, 
worried, ashamed, discombobulated, 
bemused. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, soothed, unabashed, 
relaxed. 

indignantly: (adv) irately, angrily, 
wrathfully, enragedly, sorely, 
acrimoniously, cynically, sulkily, 
hotly, exasperatedly, furiously. 

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent,  

meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful. 

steadiness: (adj, n) stability, firmness, 
steadfastness; (n) regularity, 
equilibrium, consistency, resolution, 
permanence, persistence, sureness; 
(adj) stableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, instability, 
unreliability. 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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In the end, Russell entangled himself in a hopeless ball of admissions, 
denials, contradictions, and resentments which led even his old colleagues to 
drop his defence, as they dropped Gladstone’s; but this was not enough for the 
student of diplomacy who had made a certain theory his law of life, and wanted 
to hold Russell up against himself; to show that he had foresight and persistence 
of which he was unaware. The effort became hopeless when the biography in 
1889 published papers which upset all that Henry Adams had taken for 
diplomatic education; yet he sat down once more, when past sixty years old, to 
see whether he could unravel the skein.%

Of the obstinate effort to bring about an armed intervention, on the lines 
marked out by Russell’s letter to Palmerston from Gotha, 17 September, 1862, 
nothing could be said beyond Gladstone’s plea in excuse for his speech in 
pursuance of the same effort, that it was “the most singular and palpable error,” 
“the least excusable,” “a mistake of incredible grossness,” which passed defence; 
but while Gladstone threw himself on the mercy of the public for his speech, he 
attempted no excuse for Lord Russell who led him into the “incredible 
grossness” of announcing the Foreign Secretary’s intent. Gladstone’s offence, 
“singular and palpable,” was not the speech alone, but its cause—the policy that 
inspired the speech. “I weakly supposed ...I really, though most strangely, 
believed that it was an act of friendliness.” Whatever absurdity Gladstone 
supposed, Russell supposed nothing of the sort. Neither he nor Palmerston 
“most strangely believed” in any proposition so obviously and palpably absurd, 
nor did Napoleon delude himself with philanthropy. Gladstone, even in his 
confession, mixed up policy, speech, motives, and persons, as though he were 
trying to confuse chiefly himself. 

There Gladstone’s activity seems to have stopped. He did not reappear in the 
matter of the rams. The rebel influence shrank in 1863, as far as is known, to Lord 
Russell alone, who wrote on September 1 that he could not interfere in any way 
with those vessels, and thereby brought on himself Mr. Adams’s declaration of 
war on September 5. A student held that, in this refusal, he was merely following 
his policy of September, 1862, and of every step he had taken since 1861. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

delude: (v) cheat, deceive, betray, 
defraud, beguile, cozen, mislead, 
fool, trick, bamboozle, circumvent. 

entangled: (adj) complicated, intricate, 
embroiled, complex, foul, confused, 
matted, tangled, inextricable, knotty; 
(v) entangle. 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible,  

amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle. 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, 
evident, apparent, clear, transparent, 
indubitable, noticeable, lucid, patent, 
perceptible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
imaginary, intangible, impalpable, 
doubtful, furtive, imperceptible, 
insignificant, obscure, unclear. 

palpably: (adv) patently, noticeably,  

clearly, manifestly, obviously, 
plainly, transparently, unmistakably, 
evidently, tangibly, markedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
insignificantly. 

philanthropy: (n) charity, generosity, 
humanity, kindness, philanthropic 
gift, beneficence, altruism, 
charitableness, humanitarianism, 
largesse, gift. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nastiness, selfishness. 

thereby: (adv) whereby, hereby. 
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The student was wrong. Russell proved that he had been feeble, timid, 
mistaken, senile, but not dishonest. The evidence is convincing. The Lairds had 
built these ships in reliance on the known opinion of the law-officers that the 
statute did not apply, and a jury would not convict. Minister Adams replied that, 
in this case, the statute should be amended, or the ships stopped by exercise of 
the political power. Bethell rejoined that this would be a violation of neutrality; 
one must preserve the status quo. Tacitly Russell connived with Laird, and, had 
he meant to interfere, he was bound to warn Laird that the defect of the statute 
would no longer protect him, but he allowed the builders to go on till the ships 
were ready for sea. Then, on September 3, two days before Mr. Adams’s 
“superfluous” letter, he wrote to Lord Palmerston begging for help; “The 
conduct of the gentlemen who have contracted for the two ironclads at 
Birkenhead is so very suspicious,”—he began, and this he actually wrote in good 
faith and deep confidence to Lord Palmerston, his chief, calling “the conduct” of 
the rebel agents “suspicious” when no one else in Europe or America felt any 
suspicion about it, because the whole question turned not on the rams, but on the 
technical scope of the Foreign Enlistment Act,—“that I have thought it necessary 
to direct that they should be detained,” not, of course, under the statute, but on 
the ground urged by the American Minister, of international obligation above the 
statute. “The Solicitor General has been consulted and concurs in the measure as 
one of policy though not of strict law. We shall thus test the law, and, if we have 
to pay damages, we have satisfied the opinion which prevails here as well as in 
America that that kind of neutral hostility should not be allowed to go on 
without some attempt to stop it.”%

For naivete that would be unusual in an unpaid attache of Legation, this 
sudden leap from his own to his opponent’s ground, after two years and a half of 
dogged resistance, might have roused Palmerston to inhuman scorn, but instead 
of derision, well earned by Russell’s old attacks on himself, Palmerston met the 
appeal with wonderful loyalty. “On consulting the law officers he found that 
there was no lawful ground for meddling with the ironclads,” or, in 
unprofessional language, that he could trust neither his law officers nor a 
Liverpool jury; and therefore he suggested buying the ships for the British Navy. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attache: (n) representative, consul, 
charge d'affaires, domestic, briefcase, 
bag, resident, servitor, servant, help, 
menial. 

convict: (adj, n) felon; (n) captive, con, 
criminal, jailbird, inmate, prisoner, 
malefactor, offender; (v) convince, 
sentence. ANTONYMS: (n) innocent; 
(v) liberate, release, free, exonerate, 
absolve, clear. 

dogged: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
willful, bullheaded, insistent,  

obstinate, tenacious, wilful, untiring, 
resolute, persistent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) yielding, compromising, 
indifferent, undetermined. 

inhuman: (adj) heartless, cruel, 
atrocious, brutal, cold, harsh, 
ferocious, remorseless, barbarous, 
relentless, barbaric. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, kind, humane. 

meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, 
curious, meddlesome, intrusive, 
officious, nosy, dabbling,  

impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) 
prying. 

naivete: (n) artlessness, innocence, 
naiveness, credulousness, gullibility, 
ingenuousness, sincerity, simplicity, 
naturalness, candor; (adj) bonhomie. 
ANTONYM: (n) sophistication. 

tacitly: (adv) unspokenly, implicitly, 
impliedly, wordlessly, stilly, 
voicelessly, assumedly, 
unexpressedly. 

 

 

  



Henry Adams 177

As proof of “criminal negligence” in the past, this suggestion seemed decisive, 
but Russell, by this time, was floundering in other troubles of negligence, for he 
had neglected to notify the American Minister. He should have done so at once, 
on September 3. Instead he waited till September 4, and then merely said that the 
matter was under “serious and anxious consideration.” This note did not reach 
the Legation till three o’clock on the afternoon of September 5—after the 
“superfluous” declaration of war had been sent. Thus, Lord Russell had 
sacrificed the Lairds: had cost his Ministry the price of two ironclads, besides the 
Alabama Claims—say, in round numbers, twenty million dollars—and had put 
himself in the position of appearing to yield only to a threat of war. Finally he 
wrote to the Admiralty a letter which, from the American point of view, would 
have sounded youthful from an Eton schoolboy:— 

 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1863.%

MY DEAR DUKE:— 
It is of the utmost importance and urgency that the ironclads 

building at Birkenhead should not go to America to break the blockade. 
They belong to Monsieur Bravay of Paris. If you will offer to buy them 
on the part of the Admiralty you will get money’s worth if he accepts 
your offer; and if he does not, it will be presumptive proof that they are 
already bought by the Confederates. I should state that we have 
suggested to the Turkish Government to buy them; but you can easily 
settle that matter with the Turks... 

 
The hilarity of the secretaries in Portland Place would have been loud had 

they seen this letter and realized the muddle of difficulties into which Earl 
Russell had at last thrown himself under the impulse of the American Minister; 
but, nevertheless, these letters upset from top to bottom the results of the private 
secretary’s diplomatic education forty years after he had supposed it complete. 
They made a picture different from anything he had conceived and rendered 
worthless his whole painful diplomatic experience. 
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blockade: (v) block, besiege, 
beleaguer, obstruct, block off, siege, 
hinder; (n, v) barricade, bar; (n) clog, 
closure. ANTONYMS: (n) breach, 
break; (v) open, encourage. 

hilarity: (adj, n) mirth, merriment; (n) 
delight, exhilaration, cheerfulness, 
joy, jollity, gaiety, happiness, 
laughter, fun. ANTONYMS: (n) 
boredom, despondency, misery. 

muddle: (adj, n) mess; (n, v) clutter, 
disorder; (adj, v) confuse, fluster,  

bewilder, perplex; (adj, n, v) blunder; 
(v) addle, botch; (n) disarray. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enlighten, sharpen, 
soothe, organize, disentangle, tidy, 
clarify; (n) space, clarity, neatness. 

notify: (v) acquaint, advertise, instruct, 
inform, announce, warn, 
communicate, apprise, alert, tell, 
impart. 

presumptive: (adj) credible, specious, 
presumable, putative, apparent, easy 
of belief, circumstantial, ben trovato, 

colorable; (adj, v) hypothetical; (v) 
conjectural. 

urgency: (n) pressure, haste, necessity, 
hurry, press, stress, insistence, 
exigency, instancy, importance, 
speed. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unimportance, tardiness. 

youthful: (adj) immature, fresh, green, 
juvenile, vernal, adolescent, childish, 
new, tender, sappy, beardless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) adult, mature, 
experienced, sophisticated, late. 
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To reconstruct, when past sixty, an education useful for any practical 
purpose, is no practical problem, and Adams saw no use in attacking it as only 
theoretical. He no longer cared whether he understood human nature or not; he 
understood quite as much of it as he wanted; but he found in the “Life of 
Gladstone” (II, 464) a remark several times repeated that gave him matter for 
curious thought. “I always hold,” said Mr. Gladstone, “that politicians are the 
men whom, as a rule, it is most difficult to comprehend”; and he added, by way 
of strengthening it: “For my own part, I never have thus understood, or thought 
I understood, above one or two.” 

Earl Russell was certainly not one of the two.%

Henry Adams thought he also had understood one or two; but the American 
type was more familiar. Perhaps this was the sufficient result of his diplomatic 
education; it seemed to be the whole. 
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attacking: (adj) aggressive, assailing, 
invading, abusive, abhorrent, 
warlike, rebellious, assailant. 

curious: (adj) odd, unusual, abnormal, 
strange, peculiar, interested, 
quizzical, quaint, queer, inquiring, 
inquisitive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incurious, ordinary, apathetic, 
uninterested, unconcerned, typical, 
indifferent, everyday, disinterested, 
conventional, common. 

diplomatic: (adj) careful, suave,  

discreet, delicate, thoughtful, politic, 
sensible, prudent; (adj, v) strategic; (v) 
timeserving; (n) diplomacy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tactless, 
undiplomatic, violent, uncivil, rude, 
impolite, foolish, blunt, artless. 

reconstruct: (v) alter, restore, build, 
mend, rehabilitate, repair, 
reconstitute, reconstructing, 
rebuilding, redo, retrace. 

remark: (n, v) comment, notice, note, 
mention, regard, mind; (adj, n, v)  

observe; (v) perceive, mark, discern; 
(n) observation. 

sixty: (adj) threescore; (n) three score, 
large integer, lux. 

strengthening: (n) fortification, 
concentration, reinforcement, 
consolidation, transformation, 
transmutation, reenforcement, 
reinforcing, intensification; (v) 
strengthen; (adj) bracing. 
ANTONYM: (n) weakening. 
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CHAPTER  X I I  

 
ECCEN TRIC ITY  ( 1863 )  

 
 

KNOWLEDGE of human nature is the beginning and end of political 
education, but several years of arduous study in the neighborhood of 
Westminster led Henry Adams to think that knowledge of English human nature 
had little or no value outside of England. In Paris, such a habit stood in one’s 
way; in America, it roused all the instincts of native jealousy. The English mind 
was one-sided, eccentric, systematically unsystematic, and logically illogical. 
The less one knew of it, the better.%

This heresy, which scarcely would have been allowed to penetrate a Boston 
mind—it would, indeed, have been shut out by instinct as a rather foolish 
exaggeration—rested on an experience which Henry Adams gravely thought he 
had a right to think conclusive—for him. That it should be conclusive for any 
one else never occurred to him, since he had no thought of educating anybody 
else. For him—alone—the less English education he got, the better! 

For several years, under the keenest incitement to watchfulness, he observed 
the English mind in contact with itself and other minds. Especially with the 
American the contact was interesting because the limits and defects of the 
American mind were one of the favorite topics of the European. From the old-
world point of view, the American had no mind; he had an economic thinking-
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conclusive: (adj) decisive, undeniable, 
definitive, certain, definite, crucial, 
indisputable, ultimate; (adj, prep) 
cogent; (adj, v) unanswerable, 
determinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indecisive, uncertain, dubious, 
unconfirmed, indefinite, 
questionable, iffy, opening, 
unconvincing, provisional. 

illogical: (adj) unreasonable, 
inconsistent, confused, disjointed, 
disconnected, fallacious, incoherent,  

senseless, inconsequent, 
preposterous, irrational. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, sensible, 
valid, coherent, reasonable, 
consistent. 

incitement: (n) impetus, incentive, 
incitation, encouragement, 
fomentation, stimulus, stimulation, 
provocation, motive, impulse; (n, v) 
goad. ANTONYMS: (n) prevention, 
deterrent, disincentive. 

unsystematic: (adj) irregular,  

haphazard, random, confused, 
unsymmetric, disorganized, 
indiscriminate, all over the place, 
changeable, accidental, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) organized, 
deliberate. 

watchfulness: (n) care, caution, 
alertness, heed, wariness, jealousy, 
attentiveness, attention, solicitude, 
concern, anxiety. ANTONYMS: (n) 
recklessness, inattentiveness. 
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machine which could work only on a fixed line. The American mind exasperated 
the European as a buzz-saw might exasperate a pine forest. The English mind 
disliked the French mind because it was antagonistic, unreasonable, perhaps 
hostile, but recognized it as at least a thought. The American mind was not a 
thought at all; it was a convention, superficial, narrow, and ignorant; a mere 
cutting instrument, practical, economical, sharp, and direct.%

The English themselves hardly conceived that their mind was either 
economical, sharp, or direct; but the defect that most struck an American was its 
enormous waste in eccentricity. Americans needed and used their whole energy, 
and applied it with close economy; but English society was eccentric by law and 
for sake of the eccentricity itself. 

The commonest phrase overheard at an English club or dinner-table was that 
So-and-So “is quite mad.” It was no offence to So-and-So; it hardly distinguished 
him from his fellows; and when applied to a public man, like Gladstone, it was 
qualified by epithets much more forcible. Eccentricity was so general as to 
become hereditary distinction. It made the chief charm of English society as well 
as its chief terror. 

The American delighted in Thackeray as a satirist, but Thackeray quite justly 
maintained that he was not a satirist at all, and that his pictures of English 
society were exact and good-natured. The American, who could not believe it, 
fell back on Dickens, who, at all events, had the vice of exaggeration to 
extravagance, but Dickens’s English audience thought the exaggeration rather in 
manner or style, than in types. Mr. Gladstone himself went to see Sothern act 
Dundreary, and laughed till his face was distorted—not because Dundreary was 
exaggerated, but because he was ridiculously like the types that Gladstone had 
seen—or might have seen—in any club in Pall Mall. Society swarmed with 
exaggerated characters; it contained little else. 

Often this eccentricity bore all the marks of strength; perhaps it was actual 
exuberance of force, a birthmark of genius. Boston thought so. The Bostonian 
called it national character—native vigor—robustness—honesty—courage. He 
respected and feared it. British self-assertion, bluff, brutal, blunt as it was, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

birthmark: (n) mole, blotch, nevus, 
blemish, defect, freckle, macula, 
birthmarks, strawberry mark, patch, 
beauty spot. 

eccentricity: (n) abnormality, 
idiosyncrasy, oddness, peculiarity, 
anomaly, crankiness, irregularity, 
quirk, strangeness, weirdness, 
curiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
usualness, normalcy, conventionality, 
concentricity, conformity. 

exasperate: (adj, v) aggravate; (v)  

incense, enrage, irritate, anger, 
annoy, infuriate, exacerbate, bother, 
provoke, rile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, pacify, soothe, placate, better, 
calm, appease, mollify. 

exasperated: (adj) incensed, annoyed, 
enraged, angered, indignant, mad, 
irate, irritated, cheesed off, testy; (adj, 
prep) provoked. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pleased. 

exuberance: (adj, n) abundance; (n) 
copiousness, ebullience, happiness,  

life, affluence, spirit, excess, 
overflow, joy; (adj) plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, shortage, 
scarcity, listlessness, lethargy, 
depression, boredom, sadness, 
misery. 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 
faculty. 

satirist: (n) lampooner, defamer, 
backbiter, traducer, joker, libeler, 
nipper, pickpocket, ridiculer, sir 
Benjamin backbite, swift. 
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seemed to him a better and nobler thing than the acuteness of the Yankee or the 
polish of the Parisian. Perhaps he was right.%

These questions of taste, of feeling, of inheritance, need no settlement. Every 
one carries his own inch-rule of taste, and amuses himself by applying it, 
triumphantly, wherever he travels. Whatever others thought, the cleverest 
Englishmen held that the national eccentricity needed correction, and were 
beginning to correct it. The savage satires of Dickens and the gentler ridicule of 
Matthew Arnold against the British middle class were but a part of the rebellion, 
for the middle class were no worse than their neighbors in the eyes of an 
American in 1863; they were even a very little better in the sense that one could 
appeal to their interests, while a university man, like Gladstone, stood outside of 
argument. From none of them could a young American afford to borrow ideas. 

The private secretary, like every other Bostonian, began by regarding British 
eccentricity as a force. Contact with it, in the shape of Palmerston, Russell, and 
Gladstone, made him hesitate; he saw his own national type—his father, Weed, 
Evarts, for instance—deal with the British, and show itself certainly not the 
weaker; certainly sometimes the stronger. Biassed though he were, he could 
hardly be biassed to such a degree as to mistake the effects of force on others, 
and while—labor as he might—Earl Russell and his state papers seemed weak to 
a secretary, he could not see that they seemed strong to Russell’s own followers. 
Russell might be dishonest or he might be merely obtuse—the English type 
might be brutal or might be only stupid—but strong, in either case, it was not, 
nor did it seem strong to Englishmen. 

Eccentricity was not always a force; Americans were deeply interested in 
deciding whether it was always a weakness. Evidently, on the hustings or in 
Parliament, among eccentricities, eccentricity was at home; but in private society 
the question was not easy to answer. That English society was infinitely more 
amusing because of its eccentricities, no one denied. Barring the atrocious 
insolence and brutality which Englishmen and especially Englishwomen 
showed to each other—very rarely, indeed, to foreigners—English society was 
much more easy and tolerant than American. One must expect to be treated with 
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acuteness: (n) acuity, sharpness, 
acumen, discrimination, gravity, 
insight, sensitivity, perspicacity, 
penetration, keenness, intensity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faintness, 
insignificance, dullness. 

atrocious: (adj) monstrous, awful, 
heinous, abominable, wicked, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, bad, 
horrible; (adj, n) outrageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humane, 
benevolent, drivable, elegant,  

virtuous, good, passable, fine, kind, 
admirable, tasteful. 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 
viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity. 

hesitate: (adj, n, v) pause, delay; (adj, v) 
linger; (v) fluctuate, halt, waver, 
vacillate, demur, boggle,  

procrastinate; (n, v) doubt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rush, decide. 

hustings: (n) rostrum, pulpit, 
platform, ambo, amphitheater, 
electioneering, tribune, theater, state, 
reading desk, lecture room. 

travels: (n) actions, expedition. 
triumphantly: (adv) exultantly, 

winningly, jubilantly, elatedly, 
proudly, successfully, triumphally, 
conqueringly, gleefully, delightedly, 
gloriously. 
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exquisite courtesy this week and be totally forgotten the next, but this was the 
way of the world, and education consisted in learning to turn one’s back on 
others with the same unconscious indifference that others showed among 
themselves. The smart of wounded vanity lasted no long time with a young man 
about town who had little vanity to smart, and who, in his own country, would 
have found himself in no better position. He had nothing to complain of. No one 
was ever brutal to him. On the contrary, he was much better treated than ever he 
was likely to be in Boston—let alone New York or Washington—and if his 
reception varied inconceivably between extreme courtesy and extreme neglect, it 
merely proved that he had become, or was becoming, at home. Not from a sense 
of personal griefs or disappointments did he labor over this part of the social 
problem, but only because his education was becoming English, and the further 
it went, the less it promised.%

By natural affinity the social eccentrics commonly sympathized with political 
eccentricity. The English mind took naturally to rebellion—when foreign—and it 
felt particular confidence in the Southern Confederacy because of its combined 
attributes—foreign rebellion of English blood—which came nearer ideal 
eccentricity than could be reached by Poles, Hungarians, Italians or Frenchmen. 
All the English eccentrics rushed into the ranks of rebel sympathizers, leaving 
few but well-balanced minds to attach themselves to the cause of the Union. 
None of the English leaders on the Northern side were marked eccentrics. 
William E. Forster was a practical, hard-headed Yorkshireman, whose chief 
ideals in politics took shape as working arrangements on an economical base. 
Cobden, considering the one-sided conditions of his life, was remarkably well 
balanced. John Bright was stronger in his expressions than either of them, but 
with all his self-assertion he stuck to his point, and his point was practical. He 
did not, like Gladstone, box the compass of thought; “furiously earnest,” as 
Monckton Milnes said, “on both sides of every question”; he was rather, on the 
whole, a consistent conservative of the old Commonwealth type, and seldom had 
to defend inconsistencies. Monckton Milnes himself was regarded as an 
eccentric, chiefly by those who did not know him, but his fancies and hobbies 
were only ideas a little in advance of the time; his manner was eccentric, but not 
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compass: (n) scope, range, room, 
extent, area, circumference, reach; (n, 
v) round, grasp, circle; (v) get. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose. 

eccentric: (adj, n) odd; (adj) wacky, 
bizarre, abnormal, crazy, strange, 
outlandish, anomalous, cranky, 
erratic; (n) character. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) normal, ordinary, conventional, 
usual, concentric, common, sane, 
dull, orthodox; (n) conformer, 
traditionalist. 

economical: (adj) prudent, economic, 
cheap, inexpensive, provident, 
sparing, careful, saving, cautious; 
(adj, n) frugal; (n) economy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) expensive, 
spendthrift, extravagant, wasteful, 
costly, lavish, uneconomical, fussy. 

hard-headed: (adj) unyielding, 
common-sense, utilitarian, 
unrelenting. 

inconceivably: (adv) unthinkably, 
amazingly, astoundingly, beyond  

belief, impenetrably, implausibly, 
unintelligibly, unfathomably, 
unbelievably, inexplicably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) conceivably. 

labor: (n, v) toil, endeavor, drudgery, 
travail, struggle, confinement, 
childbirth, delivery, grind; (n) effort, 
exertion. ANTONYMS: (n, v) rest; (v) 
relax, ignore; (n) management, 
leisure, death, relaxation. 

themselves: (pron) myself, itself, 
yourself; (n) yourselves. 
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his mind, as any one could see who read a page of his poetry. None of them, 
except Milnes, was a university man. As a rule, the Legation was troubled very 
little, if at all, by indiscretions, extravagances, or contradictions among its 
English friends. Their work was largely judicious, practical, well considered, and 
almost too cautious. The “cranks” were all rebels, and the list was portentous. 
Perhaps it might be headed by old Lord Brougham, who had the audacity to 
appear at a July 4th reception at the Legation, led by Joe Parkes, and claim his old 
credit as “Attorney General to Mr. Madison.” The Church was rebel, but the 
dissenters were mostly with the Union. The universities were rebel, but the 
university men who enjoyed most public confidence—like Lord Granville, Sir 
George Cornewall Lewis, Lord Stanley, Sir George Grey—took infinite pains to 
be neutral for fear of being thought eccentric. To most observers, as well as to the 
Times, the Morning Post, and the Standard, a vast majority of the English people 
seemed to follow the professional eccentrics; even the emotional philanthropists 
took that direction; Lord Shaftesbury and Carlyle, Fowell Buxton, and Gladstone, 
threw their sympathies on the side which they should naturally have opposed, 
and did so for no reason except their eccentricity; but the “canny” Scots and 
Yorkshiremen were cautious.%

This eccentricity did not mean strength. The proof of it was the 
mismanagement of the rebel interests. No doubt the first cause of this trouble lay 
in the Richmond Government itself. No one understood why Jefferson Davis 
chose Mr. Mason as his agent for London at the same time that he made so good 
a choice as Mr. Slidell for Paris. The Confederacy had plenty of excellent men to 
send to London, but few who were less fitted than Mason. Possibly Mason had a 
certain amount of common sense, but he seemed to have nothing else, and in 
London society he counted merely as one eccentric more. He enjoyed a great 
opportunity; he might even have figured as a new Benjamin Franklin with all 
society at his feet; he might have roared as lion of the season and made the social 
path of the American Minister almost impassable; but Mr. Adams had his usual 
luck in enemies, who were always his most valuable allies if his friends only let 
them alone. Mason was his greatest diplomatic triumph. He had his collision 
with Palmerston; he drove Russell off the field; he swept the board before 
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allies: (n) alignment, alinement, 
associates, cohorts, partners. 

audacity: (n) nerve, audaciousness, 
effrontery, arrogance, temerity, 
cheek, impertinence, insolence, 
courage; (n, v) impudence; (adj, n) 
presumption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, propriety, decorum, 
circumspection, courtesy, fear, 
respect, spinelessness, reticence. 

figured: (adj) figurative, glyptic, 
conjectural, implied. 

impassable: (adj) impervious, 
impenetrable, impracticable, 
invincible, insuperable, inaccessible, 
unpassable, innavigable, inextricable, 
closed, impossible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) passable, open. 

mason: (n) freemason, bricklayer, 
stonemason, manufacturer, maker, 
artist, artificer, architect, smith, 
stonecutter, James Neville mason. 

mismanagement: (n) 
maladministration, error,  

malpractice, miscarriage, 
management, misbehavior, 
delinquency, abuse, misdemeanor, 
misgovernment, bad behavior. 

rebel: (v) mutiny, disobey, arise; (adj, 
n) nonconformist, insurgent; (adj, n, 
v) renegade; (n, v) revolt; (adj) 
mutineer; (n) traitor, insurrectionist, 
anarchist. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
conformist; (n) stalwart; (adj) 
compliant, content, obedient; (v) 
agree, obey. 
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Cockburn; he overbore Slidell; but he never lifted a finger against Mason, who 
became his bulwark of defence.%

Possibly Jefferson Davis and Mr. Mason shared two defects in common 
which might have led them into this serious mistake. Neither could have had 
much knowledge of the world, and both must have been unconscious of humor. 
Yet at the same time with Mason, President Davis sent out Slidell to France and 
Mr. Lamar to Russia. Some twenty years later, in the shifting search for the 
education he never found, Adams became closely intimate at Washington with 
Lamar, then Senator from Mississippi, who had grown to be one of the calmest, 
most reasonable and most amiable Union men in the United States, and quite 
unusual in social charm. In 1860 he passed for the worst of Southern fire-eaters, 
but he was an eccentric by environment, not by nature; above all his Southern 
eccentricities, he had tact and humor; and perhaps this was a reason why Mr. 
Davis sent him abroad with the others, on a futile mission to St. Petersburg. He 
would have done better in London, in place of Mason. London society would 
have delighted in him; his stories would have won success; his manners would 
have made him loved; his oratory would have swept every audience; even 
Monckton Milnes could never have resisted the temptation of having him to 
breakfast between Lord Shaftesbury and the Bishop of Oxford. 

Lamar liked to talk of his brief career in diplomacy, but he never spoke of 
Mason. He never alluded to Confederate management or criticised Jefferson 
Davis’s administration. The subject that amused him was his English allies. At 
that moment—the early summer of 1863—the rebel party in England were full of 
confidence, and felt strong enough to challenge the American Legation to a show 
of power. They knew better than the Legation what they could depend upon: 
that the law officers and commissioners of customs at Liverpool dared not 
prosecute the ironclad ships; that Palmerston, Russell, and Gladstone were ready 
to recognize the Confederacy; that the Emperor Napoleon would offer them 
every inducement to do it. In a manner they owned Liverpool and especially the 
firm of Laird who were building their ships. The political member of the Laird 
firm was Lindsay, about whom the whole web of rebel interests clung—rams, 
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amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, nice, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold. 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n)  

weakness. 
futile: (adj) useless, empty, ineffective, 

frivolous, idle, abortive, bootless, 
hopeless, meaningless, vain, hollow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, useful, 
fruitful, meaningful, worthwhile, 
promising, productive, effective. 

inducement: (n) enticement, 
attraction, cause, incitement, impulse, 
temptation, bait, impetus, occasion, 
motive, goad. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disincentive, deterrent. 

prosecute: (v) pursue, persecute, 
follow, chase, engage, indict, litigate, 
drive, execute, accuse; (n, v) sue. 
ANTONYM: (v) pardon. 

stories: (n) tale. 
tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 

address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace, 
thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness. 
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cruisers, munitions, and Confederate loan; social introductions and 
parliamentary tactics. The firm of Laird, with a certain dignity, claimed to be 
champion of England’s navy; and public opinion, in the summer of 1863, still 
inclined towards them.%

Never was there a moment when eccentricity, if it were a force, should have 
had more value to the rebel interest; and the managers must have thought so, for 
they adopted or accepted as their champion an eccentric of eccentrics; a type of 
1820; a sort of Brougham of Sheffield, notorious for poor judgment and worse 
temper. Mr. Roebuck had been a tribune of the people, and, like tribunes of most 
other peoples, in growing old, had grown fatuous. He was regarded by the 
friends of the Union as rather a comical personage—a favorite subject for Punch 
to laugh at—with a bitter tongue and a mind enfeebled even more than common 
by the political epidemic of egotism. In all England they could have found no 
opponent better fitted to give away his own case. No American man of business 
would have paid him attention; yet. the Lairds, who certainly knew their own 
affairs best, let Roebuck represent them and take charge of their interests. 

With Roebuck’s doings, the private secretary had no concern except that the 
Minister sent him down to the House of Commons on June 30, 1863, to report the 
result of Roebuck’s motion to recognize the Southern Confederacy. The Legation 
felt no anxiety, having Vicksburg already in its pocket, and Bright and Forster to 
say so; but the private secretary went down and was admitted under the gallery 
on the left, to listen, with great content, while John Bright, with astonishing force, 
caught and shook and tossed Roebuck, as a big mastiff shakes a wiry, ill-
conditioned, toothless, bad-tempered Yorkshire terrier. The private secretary felt 
an artistic sympathy with Roebuck, for, from time to time, by way of practice, 
Bright in a friendly way was apt to shake him too, and he knew how it was done. 
The manner counted for more than the words. The scene was interesting, but the 
result was not in doubt. 

All the more sharply he was excited, near the year 1879, in Washington, by 
hearing Lamar begin a story after dinner, which, little by little, became dramatic, 
recalling the scene in the House of Commons. The story, as well as one 
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bad-tempered: (adj) cantankerous, 
sullen, peevish, fractious, petulant, 
disgruntled, touchy, splenetic, crusty, 
crabbed, fretful. 

claimed: (adj) personal. 
comical: (adj) funny, comic, laughable, 

absurd, humorous, ridiculous, zany, 
droll, jocose, grotesque, jocular. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tragic, sad, grave, 
solemn, unfunny, dull, sensible. 

enfeebled: (adj) infirm, enervated, 
feeble, decrepit, crippled, old,  

adynamic; (adj, v) sickly, vacillating; 
(v) weak, accessible. 

fatuous: (adj) asinine, foolish, goofy, 
footling, insensate, empty, simple, 
silly, senseless, mindless, imbecile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brilliant, 
intelligent, smart, wise, sensible. 

munitions: (n) ordnance, arms, 
weapons, military stores, armaments, 
artillery, guns, gun, military supplies, 
ordnance stores, defense. 

roebuck: (n) roe, roe deer. 

terrier: (n) cairn, bullterrier, ratter, rat 
terrier, piercer, Lhasa, fox terrier, 
stylet, hunting dog, perforator, 
schnauzer. 

toothless: (adj) powerless, 
immobilized, edentulous, dull. 
ANTONYM: (adj) effective. 

wiry: (adj) lean, muscular, sinewy, 
fibrous, brawny, stalwart, ropy, thin, 
supple, vigorous, rough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, small, 
tiny, smooth, soft, stout, fat. 
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remembered, began with Lamar’s failure to reach St. Petersburg at all, and his 
consequent detention in Paris waiting instructions. The motion to recognize the 
Confederacy was about to be made, and, in prospect of the debate, Mr. Lindsay 
collected a party at his villa on the Thames to bring the rebel agents into relations 
with Roebuck. Lamar was sent for, and came. After much conversation of a 
general sort, such as is the usual object or resource of the English Sunday, finding 
himself alone with Roebuck, Lamar, by way of showing interest, bethought 
himself of John Bright and asked Roebuck whether he expected Bright to take 
part in the debate: “No, sir!” said Roebuck sententiously; “Bright and I have met 
before. It was the old story—the story of the sword-fish and the whale! No, sir! 
Mr. Bright will not cross swords with me again!” 

Thus assured, Lamar went with the more confidence to the House on the 
appointed evening, and was placed under the gallery, on the right, where he 
listened to Roebuck and followed the debate with such enjoyment as an 
experienced debater feels in these contests, until, as he said, he became aware 
that a man, with a singularly rich voice and imposing manner, had taken the 
floor, and was giving Roebuck the most deliberate and tremendous pounding he 
ever witnessed, “until at last,” concluded Lamar, “it dawned on my mind that 
the sword-fish was getting the worst of it.” 

Lamar told the story in the spirit of a joke against himself rather than against 
Roebuck; but such jokes must have been unpleasantly common in the experience 
of the rebel agents. They were surrounded by cranks of the worst English 
species, who distorted their natural eccentricities and perverted their judgment. 
Roebuck may have been an extreme case, since he was actually in his dotage, yet 
this did not prevent the Lairds from accepting his lead, or the House from taking 
him seriously. Extreme eccentricity was no bar, in England, to extreme 
confidence; sometimes it seemed a recommendation; and unless it caused 
financial loss, it rather helped popularity.%

The question whether British eccentricity was ever strength weighed heavily 
in the balance of education. That Roebuck should mislead the rebel agents on so 
strange a point as that of Bright’s courage was doubly characteristic because the 
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debater: (n) arguer, wrangler, 
controversialist, disputant, disprover, 
refuter, rebutter. 

distorted: (adj) deformed, contorted, 
twisted, misshapen, perverted, wry, 
bent, misrepresented, malformed, 
distort; (adj, adv) awry. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unchanged, distinct, balanced, 
perfect. 

dotage: (adj, n) fatuity; (n) senility, 
second childhood, old age, age, 
decrepitude, imbecility, feebleness,  

insanity, years; (adj) second 
childishness. ANTONYM: (n) 
adolescence. 

lindsay: (n) Howard Lindsay, 
Nicholas Vachel Lindsay, Vachel 
Lindsay. 

pounding: (n) beat, throb, pound, 
hammering, pulsation, beating, 
throbbing, buffeting, hammer, 
thrashing, whipping. 

unpleasantly: (adv) distastefully, 
disagreeably, rudely, obnoxiously,  

bitterly, painfully, awfully, 
troublesomely, offensively, hardly, 
displeasingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
delightfully, agreeably, kindly, 
politely, graciously, attractively, 
sweetly, well, humbly. 

weighed: (adj) determined, deliberate, 
tared. 

whale: (n) monster, leviathan, blower, 
behemoth, hulk, heavyweight, 
narwhal, narwal; (v) thrash, beat; 
(adj) cachalot. 
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Southern people themselves had this same barbaric weakness of attributing 
want of courage to opponents, and owed their ruin chiefly to such ignorance of 
the world. Bright’s courage was almost as irrational as that of the rebels 
themselves. Every one knew that he had the courage of a prize-fighter. He struck, 
in succession, pretty nearly every man in England that could be reached by a 
blow, and when he could not reach the individual he struck the class, or when 
the class was too small for him, the whole people of England. At times he had the 
whole country on his back. He could not act on the defensive; his mind required 
attack. Even among friends at the dinner-table he talked as though he were 
denouncing them, or someone else, on a platform; he measured his phrases, built 
his sentences, cumulated his effects, and pounded his opponents, real or 
imagined. His humor was glow, like iron at dull heat; his blow was elementary, 
like the thrash of a whale.%

One day in early spring, March 26, 1863, the Minister requested his private 
secretary to attend a Trades-Union Meeting at St. James’s Hall, which was the 
result of Professor Beesly’s patient efforts to unite Bright and the Trades-Unions 
on an American platform. The secretary went to the meeting and made a report 
which reposes somewhere on file in the State Department to this day, as 
harmless as such reports should be; but it contained no mention of what 
interested young Adams most—Bright’s psychology. With singular skill and 
oratorical power, Bright managed at the outset, in his opening paragraph, to 
insult or outrage every class of Englishman commonly considered respectable, 
and, for fear of any escaping, he insulted them repeatedly under consecutive 
heads. The rhetorical effect was tremendous:— 

“Privilege thinks it has a great interest in the American contest,” he began in 
his massive, deliberate tones; “and every morning with blatant voice, it comes 
into our streets and curses the American Republic. Privilege has beheld an 
afflicting spectacle for many years past. It has beheld thirty million of men 
happy and prosperous, without emperors—without king (cheers)—without the 
surroundings of a court (renewed cheers)—without nobles, except such as are 
made by eminence in intellect and virtue—without State bishops and State 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

afflicting: (adj) distressing, grievous, 
vexatious. 

attributing: (n) reference. 
barbaric: (adj) boorish, uncivil, 

graceless, churlish, uncouth, 
uncivilized, savage, barbarous, wild, 
gross, inhuman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
refined, civilized, cultured, polished. 

beheld: (adj) visual. 
blatant: (adj) barefaced, open, noisy, 

strident, patent, brazen, flagrant, 
impudent, explicit, loud, blazing.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) concealed, 
hidden, furtive, inconspicuous, 
unobtrusive, subtle, quiet, silent, 
veiled, doubtful, ashamed. 

curses: (n) abuse. 
denouncing: (v) denounce; (adj) 

disparaging, critical, reproving, 
censorious, disapproving. 

efforts: (n) pains. 
insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 

injured, huffy. 
intellect: (n) mind, intelligence,  

understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche, 
genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: (n) 
stupidity. 

nobles: (n) landed gentry, upper class. 
pounded: (adj) beaten, ground, 

crushed, pulverized, minced, broken 
up, milled. 

thrash: (v) flog, whip, beat, pound, 
defeat, whack, lam, drub, baste, lick, 
clobber. 
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priests, those vendors of the love that works salvation (cheers)—without great 
armies and great navies—without a great debt and great taxes—and Privilege 
has shuddered at what might happen to old Europe if this great experiment 
should succeed.” 

An ingenious man, with an inventive mind, might have managed, in the 
same number of lines, to offend more Englishmen than Bright struck in this 
sentence; but he must have betrayed artifice and hurt his oratory. The audience 
cheered furiously, and the private secretary felt peace in his much troubled 
mind, for he knew how careful the Ministry would be, once they saw Bright talk 
republican principles before Trades-Unions; but, while he did not, like Roebuck, 
see reason to doubt the courage of a man who, after quarrelling with the Trades-
Unions, quarreled with all the world outside the Trades-Unions, he did feel a 
doubt whether to class Bright as eccentric or conventional. Every one called 
Bright “un-English,” from Lord Palmerston to William E. Forster; but to an 
American he seemed more English than any of his critics. He was a liberal hater, 
and what he hated he reviled after the manner of Milton, but he was afraid of no 
one. He was almost the only man in England, or, for that matter, in Europe, who 
hated Palmerston and was not afraid of him, or of the press or the pulpit, the 
clubs or the bench, that stood behind him. He loathed the whole fabric of sham 
religion, sham loyalty, sham aristocracy, and sham socialism. He had the British 
weakness of believing only in himself and his own conventions. In all this, an 
American saw, if one may make the distinction, much racial eccentricity, but 
little that was personal. Bright was singularly well poised; but he used singularly 
strong language.%

Long afterwards, in 1880, Adams happened to be living again in London for a 
season, when James Russell Lowell was transferred there as Minister; and as 
Adams’s relations with Lowell had become closer and more intimate with years, 
he wanted the new Minister to know some of his old friends. Bright was then in 
the Cabinet, and no longer the most radical member even there, but he was still a 
rare figure in society. He came to dinner, along with Sir Francis Doyle and Sir 
Robert Cunliffe, and as usual did most of the talking. As usual also, he talked of 
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hater: (n) individual, someone, 
somebody, person, human, mortal, 
soul, misanthrope, loather, 
francophobe, abominator. 

ingenious: (adj) adroit, artful, clever, 
cunning, deft, expert, creative, 
imaginative, cute, acute, able. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impulsive, naive, 
unoriginal, inept. 

inventive: (adj) imaginative, 
ingenious, clever, fertile, resourceful, 
innovative, originative, productive,  

artistic, bright; (adj, v) original. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unoriginal, 
uninventive, stale, hackneyed. 

offend: (v) irritate, affront, insult, 
contravene, injure, disgust, infringe, 
displease, abuse, wound, anger. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, delight, 
praise, attract. 

poised: (adj) balanced, calm, 
composed, steady, equanimous, 
assured, urbane, serene, stable, 
massed, gathered. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

awkward, unprepared, coarse. 
republican: (n) commoner, democrat, 

river, roturier, proponent, Republican 
River, proletary, proletaire, exponent, 
Mr; (adj) democratic. 

sham: (adj, adv, n, v) counterfeit; (adj, 
n, v) fake; (adj, v) pretend, put on; 
(adj, n) imitation, phony; (v) feign; 
(adj) false; (n) fraud, impostor, 
falsehood. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) real; 
(n) original, truth, truthfulness, 
honesty; (adj) valid. 
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the things most on his mind. Apparently it must have been some reform of the 
criminal law which the Judges opposed, that excited him, for at the end of 
dinner, over the wine, he took possession of the table in his old way, and ended 
with a superb denunciation of the Bench, spoken in his massive manner, as 
though every word were a hammer, smashing what it struck:— 

“For two hundred years, the Judges of England sat on the Bench, 
condemning to the penalty of death every man, woman, and child who stole 
property to the value of five shillings; and, during all that time, not one Judge 
ever remonstrated against the law. We English are a nation of brutes, and ought 
to be exterminated to the last man.” 

As the party rose from table and passed into the drawing-room, Adams said 
to Lowell that Bright was very fine. “Yes!” replied Lowell, “ but too violent! “ 

Precisely this was the point that Adams doubted. Bright knew his 
Englishmen better than Lowell did—better than England did. He knew what 
amount of violence in language was necessary to drive an idea into a Lancashire 
or Yorkshire head. He knew that no violence was enough to affect a 
Somersetshire or Wiltshire peasant. Bright kept his own head cool and clear. He 
was not excited; he never betrayed excitement. As for his denunciation of the 
English Bench, it was a very old story, not original with him. That the English 
were a nation of brutes was a commonplace generally admitted by Englishmen 
and universally accepted by foreigners; while the matter of their extermination 
could be treated only as unpractical, on their deserts, because they were 
probably not very much worse than their neighbors. Had Bright said that the 
French, Spaniards, Germans, or Russians were a nation of brutes and ought to be 
exterminated, no one would have found fault; the whole human race, according 
to the highest authority, has been exterminated once already for the same reason, 
and only the rainbow protects them from a repetition of it. What shocked Lowell 
was that he denounced his own people.%

Adams felt no moral obligation to defend Judges, who, as far as he knew, 
were the only class of society specially adapted to defend themselves; but he was 
curious—even anxious—as a point of education, to decide for himself whether 
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condemning: (adj) inculpative, 
censorious, inculpatory, critical; (n) 
conviction, reproachful. 

denunciation: (n) accusation, curse, 
malediction, criticism, 
denouncement, invective, execration, 
disapproval, tirade, anathema, 
censure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
advocation, appreciation, 
compliment, approval, praise, 
agreement, commendation, 
confirmation. 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance. 

exterminated: (adj) broken, extinct, 
destroyed completely, lost, wiped 
out, annihilated. 

extermination: (n) destruction, 
devastation, death, obliteration, 
demolition, liquidation, eradication, 
annihilation, expiry, expiration; (v) 
extirpation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, survival. 

passed: (adj) accepted, approved,  

legal, gone. 
rainbow: (n) tortoise shell, tulip, 

sunbow, spectrum, peacock, dream, 
chimera; (adj) multicolored, motley, 
kaleidoscopic, colorful. 

smashing: (n) crash; (adj) corking, 
swell, terrific, great, nifty, groovy, 
neat, cracking, dandy, bully. 

unpractical: (adj) impractical, insane, 
abstract, chimerical, delirious, 
fanciful, not sane, viewy, mad, 
spectacular. 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 190

Bright’s language was violent for its purpose. He thought not. Perhaps Cobden 
did better by persuasion, but that was another matter. Of course, even 
Englishmen sometimes complained of being so constantly told that they were 
brutes and hypocrites, although they were told little else by their censors, and 
bore it, on the whole, meekly; but the fact that it was true in the main troubled 
the ten-pound voter much less than it troubled Newman, Gladstone, Ruskin, 
Carlyle, and Matthew Arnold. Bright was personally disliked by his victims, but 
not distrusted. They never doubted what he would do next, as they did with 
John Russell, Gladstone, and Disraeli. He betrayed no one, and he never 
advanced an opinion in practical matters which did not prove to be practical.%

The class of Englishmen who set out to be the intellectual opposites of Bright, 
seemed to an American bystander the weakest and most eccentric of all. These 
were the trimmers, the political economists, the anti-slavery and doctrinaire 
class, the followers of de Tocqueville, and of John Stuart Mill. As a class, they 
were timid—with good reason—and timidity, which is high wisdom in 
philosophy, sicklies the whole cast of thought in action. Numbers of these men 
haunted London society, all tending to free-thinking, but never venturing much 
freedom of thought. Like the anti-slavery doctrinaires of the forties and fifties, 
they became mute and useless when slavery struck them in the face. For type of 
these eccentrics, literature seems to have chosen Henry Reeve, at least to the 
extent of biography. He was a bulky figure in society, always friendly, good-
natured, obliging, and useful; almost as universal as Milnes and more busy. As 
editor of the Edinburgh Review he had authority and even power, although the 
Review and the whole Whig doctrinaire school had begun—as the French say—
to date; and of course the literary and artistic sharpshooters of 1867—like Frank 
Palgrave—frothed and foamed at the mere mention of Reeve’s name. Three-
fourths of their fury was due only to his ponderous manner. London society 
abused its rights of personal criticism by fixing on every too conspicuous figure 
some word or phrase that stuck to it. Every one had heard of Mrs. Grote as “the 
origin of the word grotesque.” Every one had laughed at the story of Reeve 
approaching Mrs. Grote, with his usual somewhat florid manner, asking in his 
literary dialect how her husband the historian was: “And how is the learned 
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bystander: (n) spectator, witness, 
eyewitness, observer, beholder, 
looker-on, viewer, watcher, passer 
by, outsider, looker. 

distrusted: (adj) suspect. 
doctrinaire: (n, v) pedant; (adj) 

dogmatic, pedantic, opinionist; (n) 
doctrinarian, bigot, dogmatist, zealot; 
(v) mannerist, euphuist, purist. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, obedient, 
submissive, amenable, liberal. 

florid: (adj) flamboyant, fancy,  

flowery, aureate, flashy, fresh, 
figurative, gorgeous; (adj, v) ornate, 
gaudy; (adj, n) ruddy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pale, plain. 

forties: (n) decennium, decade. 
meekly: (adv) humbly, submissively, 

tamely, compliantly, obediently, 
docilely, peacefully, lowly, modestly, 
placidly, kindly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
haughtily, harshly, wildly, 
arrogantly, assertively, brashly. 

obliging: (adj, v) complaisant,  

courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, 
gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant, 
gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uncooperative, unkind, contrary, 
reticent. 

ponderous: (adj) heavy, grave, 
onerous, burdensome, massive, 
unwieldy, bulky, stodgy, hard, 
tedious, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elegant, graceful, lively, brisk, 
manageable. 
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Grotius?” “Pretty well, thank you, Puffendorf! “ One winced at the word, as 
though it were a drawing of Forain.%

No one would have been more shocked than Reeve had he been charged with 
want of moral courage. He proved his courage afterwards by publishing the 
“Greville Memoirs,” braving the displeasure of the Queen. Yet the Edinburgh 
Review and its editor avoided taking sides except where sides were already 
fixed. Americanism would have been bad form in the liberal Edinburgh Review; 
it would have seemed eccentric even for a Scotchman, and Reeve was a Saxon of 
Saxons. To an American this attitude of oscillating reserve seemed more 
eccentric than the reckless hostility of Brougham or Carlyle, and more 
mischievous, for he never could be sure what preposterous commonplace it 
might encourage. 

The sum of these experiences in 1863 left the conviction that eccentricity was 
weakness. The young American who should adopt English thought was lost. 
From the facts, the conclusion was correct, yet, as usual, the conclusion was 
wrong. The years of Palmerston’s last Cabinet, 1859 to 1865, were avowedly 
years of truce—of arrested development. The British system like the French, was 
in its last stage of decomposition. Never had the British mind shown itself so 
decousu—so unravelled, at sea, floundering in every sort of historical 
shipwreck. Eccentricities had a free field. Contradictions swarmed in State and 
Church. England devoted thirty years of arduous labor to clearing away only a 
part of the debris. A young American in 1863 could see little or nothing of the 
future. He might dream, but he could not foretell, the suddenness with which 
the old Europe, with England in its wake, was to vanish in 1870. He was in dead-
water, and the parti-colored, fantastic cranks swam about his boat, as though he 
were the ancient mariner, and they saurians of the prime. 
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braving: (n) try, effort, endeavour, 
facing, attempt, confronting, coping 
with, grappling, face, tackling. 

decomposition: (n) decay, rot, 
putrefaction, dissolution, 
disintegration, rotting, deterioration, 
analysis, rust, corruption, 
degradation. 

foretell: (v) forecast, anticipate, augur, 
bode, predict, presage, announce, 
calculate, portend, prophesy, 
forebode. 

mariner: (n) sailor, gob, seafarer, tar, 
warrener, bosun, bargee, bargeman, 
boatswain, lighterman, sea dog. 

oscillating: (adj) oscillatory, vibrating, 
sway, swing, swinging, periodic, 
zigzag, vibrant, periodical. 

parti-colored: (adj) varicolored, 
multicolored, dappled, speckled. 

preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, 
ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v)  

extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible. 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; (v) 
defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) hulk, 
accident, wreckage, wrack, ruination. 

suddenness: (n) steepness, hastiness, 
precipitance, precipitancy, 
precipitateness, sudden, craggedness, 
surprise, precipitousness, 
brusqueness, curtness. 
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CHAPTER  X I I I  

 
THE  PERFEC TI ON  O F  HUMAN  SOC IETY  

( 1864 )  
 
 

MINISTER ADAMS’S success in stopping the rebel rams fixed his position 
once for all in English society. From that moment he could afford to drop the 
character of diplomatist, and assume what, for an American Minister in London, 
was an exclusive diplomatic advantage, the character of a kind of American Peer 
of the Realm. The British never did things by halves. Once they recognized a 
man’s right to social privileges, they accepted him as one of themselves. Much as 
Lord Derby and Mr. Disraeli were accepted as leaders of Her Majesty’s domestic 
Opposition, Minister Adams had a rank of his own as a kind of leader of Her 
Majesty’s American Opposition. Even the Times conceded it. The years of 
struggle were over, and Minister Adams rapidly gained a position which would 
have caused his father or grandfather to stare with incredulous envy.%

This Anglo-American form of diplomacy was chiefly undiplomatic, and had 
the peculiar effect of teaching a habit of diplomacy useless or mischievous 
everywhere but in London. Nowhere else in the world could one expect to figure 
in a role so unprofessional. The young man knew no longer what character he 
bore. Private secretary in the morning, son in the afternoon, young man about 
town in the evening, the only character he never bore was that of diplomatist, 
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bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: (v) 
fascinate, excite, hypnotize, engage, 
entertain, stimulate; (n) charmer, 
exciter, excitement, pleasure. 

conceded: (adj) approved, accepted, 
agreed. 

halves: (n) semi, share. 
peculiar: (adj) particular, odd, 

exceptional, different, extraordinary, 
curious, eccentric, characteristic,  

anomalous, abnormal, distinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) normal, typical, 
common, universal, explicable, 
conventional. 

privileges: (n) human rights, rights, 
openness, license, liberty, liberality, 
independence, civil liberties, 
immunities, constitutional rights, 
generosity. 

stare: (n, v) gaze, look; (v) gape, glare, 
peer, squint, goggle, see, outface; (n) 
regard, contemplation. ANTONYM: 

(v) glance. 
stopping: (n) stoppage, cessation, 

shutdown, padding, fillet, 
suspension, stay, discontinuance, 
abeyance, interruption; (adv) 
haltingly. 

undiplomatic: (adj) tactless, 
thoughtless, indiscreet, unsubtle, 
inept, indelicate, unguarded, 
maladroit, inexpedient; (v) untactful; 
(adv) tactlessly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
diplomatic, thoughtful, discreet. 
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except when he wanted a card to some great function. His diplomatic education 
was at an end; he seldom met a diplomat, and never had business with one; he 
could be of no use to them, or they to him; but he drifted inevitably into society, 
and, do what he might, his next education must be one of English social life. 
Tossed between the horns of successive dilemmas, he reached his twenty-sixth 
birthday without the power of earning five dollars in any occupation. His friends 
in the army were almost as badly off, but even army life ruined a young man less 
fatally than London society. Had he been rich, this form of ruin would have 
mattered nothing; but the young men of 1865 were none of them rich; all had to 
earn a living; yet they had reached high positions of responsibility and power in 
camps and Courts, without a dollar of their own and with no tenure of office.%

Henry Adams had failed to acquire any useful education; he should at least 
have acquired social experience. Curiously enough, he failed here also. From the 
European or English point of view, he had no social experience, and never got it. 
Minister Adams happened on a political interregnum owing to Lord 
Palmerston’s personal influence from 1860 to 1865; but this political interregnum 
was less marked than the social still-stand during the same years. The Prince 
Consort was dead; the Queen had retired; the Prince of Wales was still a boy. In 
its best days, Victorian society had never been “smart.” During the forties, under 
the influence of Louis Philippe, Courts affected to be simple, serious and middle 
class; and they succeeded. The taste of Louis Philippe was bourgeois beyond any 
taste except that of Queen Victoria. Style lingered in the background with the 
powdered footman behind the yellow chariot, but speaking socially the Queen 
had no style save what she inherited. Balmoral was a startling revelation of royal 
taste. Nothing could be worse than the toilettes at Court unless it were the way 
they were worn. One’s eyes might be dazzled by jewels, but they were 
heirlooms, and if any lady appeared well dressed, she was either a foreigner or 
“fast.” Fashion was not fashionable in London until the Americans and the Jews 
were let loose. The style of London toilette universal in 1864 was grotesque, like 
Monckton Milnes on horseback in Rotten Row. 
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chariot: (n) car, wagon, carriage, 
waggon, vehicle, wain, equipage, 
char. 

dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, 
fascinated, unsighted. 

earning: (n) proceeds; (v) get. 
foreigner: (adj, n) stranger; (n) 

outlander, outsider, unknown, 
barbarian, gringo, newcomer, 
immigrant, deportee, traveler; (adj) 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (n) inhabitant, 

domestic, citizen. 
grotesque: (adj) fantastic, bizarre, 

funny, antic, absurd, droll, strange, 
baroque, weird, ugly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, normal, 
commonplace, attractive. 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part. 
interregnum: (n) interim, interlude, 

anarchy, abeyance, intermittence, 
pause, interval, respite, recess, 
interregency, interreign. 

jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth,  

hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, 
fineness, earrings, decoration. 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, 
undischarged, indebted, fulfilling 
obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
settled. 

powdered: (adj) powdery, fine, 
crushed, milled, ground, broken up, 
finer, minced, pulverised; (n) 
punctated, milk. 
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Society of this sort might fit a young man in some degree for editing 
Shakespeare or Swift, but had little relation with the society of 1870, and none 
with that of 1900. Owing to other causes, young Adams never got the full 
training of such style as still existed. The embarrassments of his first few seasons 
socially ruined him. His own want of experience prevented his asking 
introductions to the ladies who ruled society; his want of friends prevented his 
knowing who these ladies were; and he had every reason to expect snubbing if 
he put himself in evidence. This sensitiveness was thrown away on English 
society, where men and women treated each others’ advances much more 
brutally than those of strangers, but young Adams was son and private secretary 
too; he could not be as thick-skinned as an Englishman. He was not alone. Every 
young diplomat, and most of the old ones, felt awkward in an English house 
from a certainty that they were not precisely wanted there, and a possibility that 
they might be told so.%

If there was in those days a country house in England which had a right to 
call itself broad in views and large in tastes, it was Bretton in Yorkshire; and if 
there was a hostess who had a right to consider herself fashionable as well as 
charming, it was Lady Margaret Beaumont; yet one morning at breakfast there, 
sitting by her side—not for his own merits—Henry Adams heard her say to 
herself in her languid and liberal way, with her rich voice and musing manner, 
looking into her tea-cup: “I don’t think I care for foreigners!” Horror-stricken, not 
so much on his own account as on hers, the young man could only execute 
himself as gaily as he might: “But Lady Margaret, please make one small 
exception for me!” Of course she replied what was evident, that she did not call 
him a foreigner, and her genial Irish charm made the slip of tongue a happy 
courtesy; but none the less she knew that, except for his momentary personal 
introduction, he was in fact a foreigner, and there was no imaginable reason 
why she should like him, or any other foreigner, unless it were because she was 
bored by natives. She seemed to feel that her indifference needed a reason to 
excuse itself in her own eyes, and she showed the subconscious sympathy of the 
Irish nature which never feels itself perfectly at home even in England. She, too, 
was some shadowy shade un-English. 
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brutally: (adv) fiercely, ferociously, 
cruelly, savagely, viciously, pitilessly, 
mercilessly, barbarically, rudely, 
inhumanly, ruthlessly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) humanely, kindly, nicely, 
peacefully, attentively, mercifully, 
tamely. 

gaily: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gladly, 
jovially, joyfully, cheerfully, 
mirthfully, joyously, gleefully, 
sunnily, blithely, lively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, anxiously, 

dully, despondently. 
imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 

possible, thinkable, plausible, earthly, 
believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible. 

languid: (adj) lazy, dull, indolent, 
feeble, lethargic, lackadaisical, 
sluggish, faint, torpid, inert, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) active, 
lively, exciting, vigorous. 

sensitiveness: (n) sensitivity, 
susceptibility, antenna, sensibleness, 
feeler, responsiveness, keenness, 
sensation, acumen; (adj) softness, 
delicacy. 

subconscious: (n) mind, psyche, inner 
man; (adj) psychological, hidden, 
subliminal, entrenched, inherent, 
bodily, inner, instinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, 
conscious, expressed, deliberate, 
spiritual. 
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Always conscious of this barrier, while the war lasted the private secretary 
hid himself among the herd of foreigners till he found his relations fixed and 
unchangeable. He never felt himself in society, and he never knew definitely 
what was meant as society by those who were in it. He saw far enough to note a 
score of societies which seemed quite independent of each other. The smartest 
was the smallest, and to him almost wholly strange. The largest was the sporting 
world, also unknown to him except through the talk of his acquaintances. 
Between or beyond these lay groups of nebulous societies. His lawyer friends, 
like Evarts, frequented legal circles where one still sat over the wine and told 
anecdotes of the bench and bar; but he himself never set eyes on a judge except 
when his father took him to call on old Lord Lyndhurst, where they found old 
Lord Campbell, both abusing old Lord Brougham. The Church and the Bishops 
formed several societies which no secretary ever saw except as an interloper. The 
Army; the Navy; the Indian Service; the medical and surgical professions; City 
people; artists; county families; the Scotch, and indefinite other subdivisions of 
society existed, which were as strange to each other as they were to Adams. At 
the end of eight or ten seasons in London society he professed to know less about 
it, or how to enter it, than he did when he made his first appearance at Miss 
Burdett Coutts’s in May, 1861.%

Sooner or later every young man dropped into a set or circle, and frequented 
the few houses that were willing to harbor him. An American who neither 
hunted nor raced, neither shot nor fished nor gambled, and was not 
marriageable, had no need to think of society at large. Ninety-nine houses in 
every hundred were useless to him, a greater bore to him than he to them. Thus 
the question of getting into—or getting out of—society which troubled young 
foreigners greatly, settled itself after three or four years of painful speculation. 
Society had no unity; one wandered about in it like a maggot in cheese; it was 
not a hansom cab, to be got into, or out of, at dinner-time. 

Therefore he always professed himself ignorant of society; he never knew 
whether he had been in it or not, but from the accounts of his future friends, like 
General Dick Taylor or George Smalley, and of various ladies who reigned in the 
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hansom: (n) cab, car, fly, cabriolet, rig, 
droshki, growler, drosky, equipage, 
stage wagon, omnibus. 

hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 
required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim. 

indefinite: (adj, v) ambiguous, vague; 
(adj) uncertain, boundless, hazy, 
equivocal, unlimited, doubtful, 
dubious, imprecise, indecisive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, limited, 
fixed, constrained, specific, distinct,  

known, precise, clear, exact. 
interloper: (adj, n) stranger, alien; (n) 

encroacher, trespasser, invader, 
boarder, bodkin, foreigner, 
gatecrasher, go between, unknown. 
ANTONYM: (n) native. 

maggot: (n) larva, crotchet, conceit, 
freak, chimera, quirk, fad, capriccio; 
(adj, n) worm; (adj) mite, emmet. 

marriageable: (adj) nubile, mature, 
viripotent, eligible, marriable, 
maturer, full-grown. 

nebulous: (adj) hazy, indistinct, dark, 
muddy, indefinite, vague, nebulose, 
dim, murky, formless, shapeless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, precise, 
definite. 

unchangeable: (adj) invariable, firm, 
immutable, permanent, irrevocable, 
irreversible, unalterable, immovable, 
inflexible, determined, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
inconstant, flexible, uncertain, fluid, 
unconfirmed, impermanent. 
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seventies, he inclined to think that he knew very little about it. Certain great 
houses and certain great functions of course he attended, like every one else who 
could get cards, but even of these the number was small that kept an interest or 
helped education. In seven years he could remember only two that seemed to 
have any meaning for him, and he never knew what that meaning was. Neither 
of the two was official; neither was English in interest; and both were scandals to 
the philosopher while they scarcely enlightened men of the world.%

One was at Devonshire House, an ordinary, unpremeditated evening 
reception. Naturally every one went to Devonshire House if asked, and the 
rooms that night were fairly full of the usual people. The private secretary was 
standing among the rest, when Mme. de Castiglione entered, the famous beauty 
of the Second Empire. How beautiful she may have been, or indeed what sort of 
beauty she was, Adams never knew, because the company, consisting of the 
most refined and aristocratic society in the world, instantly formed a lane, and 
stood in ranks to stare at her, while those behind mounted on chairs to look over 
their neighbors’ heads; so that the lady walked through this polite mob, stared 
completely out of countenance, and fled the house at once. This was all! 

The other strange spectacle was at Stafford House, April 13, 1864, when, in a 
palace gallery that recalled Paolo Veronese’s pictures of Christ in his scenes of 
miracle, Garibaldi, in his gray capote over his red shirt, received all London, and 
three duchesses literally worshipped at his feet. Here, at all events, a private 
secretary had surely caught the last and highest touch of social experience; but 
what it meant—what social, moral, or mental development it pointed out to the 
searcher of truth—was not a matter to be treated fully by a leader in the Morning 
Post or even by a sermon in Westminster Abbey. Mme. de Castiglione and 
Garibaldi covered, between them, too much space for simple measurement; their 
curves were too complex for mere arithmetic. The task of bringing the two into 
any common relation with an ordered social system tending to orderly 
development—in London or elsewhere—was well fitted for Algernon Swinburne 
or Victor Hugo, but was beyond any process yet reached by the education of 
Henry Adams, who would probably, even then, have rejected, as superficial or 
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arithmetic: (adj) arithmetical, 
numerical; (n) calculation, 
computation, algorism, mathematics, 
math, estimate, weighing up; (v) 
fluxions, geometry. 

capote: (n) calash, topcoat, surcoat, 
overcoat, greatcoat, cloak, cape, coat, 
hooded cloak, hooded coat. 

chairs: (n) seats. 
countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 

brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow,  

tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit. 

searcher: (n) investigator, hunter, 
seeker, quester, gadabout, Calosoma 
scrutator, explorer, soul, someone, 
somebody, inquirer. 

sermon: (n) discourse, oration, speech, 
address, homily, preachment, 
harangue, preaching, exhortation, 
predication; (n, v) lecture. 

seventies: (n) decade, decennium. 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed. 

unpremeditated: (adj) spontaneous, 
unintentional, involuntary, 
impromptu, casual, offhand, 
impulsive, extemporaneous, 
unintended, unguarded, 
unconscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
premeditated, intentional, prepared. 

walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode. 
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supernatural, all the views taken by any of the company who looked on with him 
at these two interesting and perplexing sights.%

From the Court, or Court society, a mere private secretary got nothing at all, 
or next to nothing, that could help him on his road through life. Royalty was in 
abeyance. One was tempted to think in these years, 1860-65, that the nicest 
distinction between the very best society and the second-best, was their attitude 
towards royalty. The one regarded royalty as a bore, and avoided it, or quietly 
said that the Queen had never been in society. The same thing might have been 
said of fully half the peerage. Adams never knew even the names of half the rest; 
he never exchanged ten words with any member of the royal family; he never 
knew any one in those years who showed interest in any member of the royal 
family, or who would have given five shillings for the opinion of any royal 
person on any subject; or cared to enter any royal or noble presence, unless the 
house was made attractive by as much social effort as would have been 
necessary in other countries where no rank existed. No doubt, as one of a swarm, 
young Adams slightly knew various gilded youth who frequented balls and led 
such dancing as was most in vogue, but they seemed to set no value on rank; 
their anxiety was only to know where to find the best partners before midnight, 
and the best supper after midnight. To the American, as to Arthur Pendennis or 
Barnes Newcome, the value of social position and knowledge was evident 
enough; he valued it at rather more than it was worth to him; but it was a 
shadowy thing which seemed to vary with every street corner; a thing which had 
shifting standards, and which no one could catch outright. The half-dozen 
leaders and beauties of his time, with great names and of the utmost fashion, 
made some of the poorest marriages, and the least showy careers. 

Tired of looking on at society from the outside, Adams grew to loathe the 
sight of his Court dress; to groan at every announcement of a Court ball; and to 
dread every invitation to a formal dinner. The greatest social event gave not half 
the pleasure that one could buy for ten shillings at the opera when Patti sang 
Cherubino or Gretchen, and not a fourth of the education. Yet this was not the 
opinion of the best judges. Lothrop Motley, who stood among the very best, said 
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abeyance: (n) inaction, waiting, 
interruption, suspense, cessation, 
pause, reprieve, intermission, 
stoppage, inactiveness; (v) 
interregnum. ANTONYMS: (n) 
action, activity, continuance, 
continuation, prolongation, revival. 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint. 

marriages: (n) marriage, matrimony. 
midnight: (n) dark, noon, hour. 

outright: (adj) straight, absolute, 
entire, perfect, altogether, total, 
downright; (adv) wholly, 
instantaneously, instantly, fully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hardly, 
indirectly; (adj) partial, qualified. 

poorest: (adj) lowest, least, worst. 
royalty: (n) regality, payment, 

kingship, royal line, royal house, 
royal family, fee, tax, nobility, 
loyalty, majesty. 

sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing,  

herb, herbaceous plant. 
showy: (adj, v) pretentious, brilliant; 

(adj) gaudy, garish, flashy, loud, 
flamboyant, dashing, gay; (adj, n) 
magnificent, fine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tasteful, restrained, discreet, plain, 
dull, quality. 

vogue: (n) fashion, style, mode, rage, 
trend, popularity, currency, fad, 
craze, custom, bandwagon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfashionable, 
unpopular, unstylish. 
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to him early in his apprenticeship that the London dinner and the English 
country house were the perfection of human society. The young man meditated 
over it, uncertain of its meaning. Motley could not have thought the dinner itself 
perfect, since there was not then—outside of a few bankers or foreigners—a good 
cook or a good table in London, and nine out of ten of the dinners that Motley ate 
came from Gunter’s, and all were alike. Every one, especially in young society, 
complained bitterly that Englishmen did not know a good dinner when they ate 
it, and could not order one if they were given carte blanche. Henry Adams was 
not a judge, and knew no more than they, but he heard the complaints, and he 
could not think that Motley meant to praise the English cuisine.%

Equally little could Motley have meant that dinners were good to look at. 
Nothing could be worse than the toilettes; nothing less artistic than the 
appearance of the company. One’s eyes might be dazzled by family diamonds, 
but, if an American woman were present, she was sure to make comments about 
the way the jewels were worn. If there was a well-dressed lady at table, she was 
either an American or “fast.” She attracted as much notice as though she were on 
the stage. No one could possibly admire an English dinner-table. 

Least of all did Motley mean that the taste or the manners were perfect. The 
manners of English society were notorious, and the taste was worse. Without 
exception every American woman rose in rebellion against English manners. In 
fact, the charm of London which made most impression on Americans was the 
violence of its contrasts; the extreme badness of the worst, making background 
for the distinction, refinement, or wit of a few, just as the extreme beauty of a few 
superb women was more effective against the plainness of the crowd. The result 
was mediaeval, and amusing; sometimes coarse to a degree that might have 
startled a roustabout, and sometimes courteous and considerate to a degree that 
suggested King Arthur’s Round Table; but this artistic contrast was surely not 
the perfection that Motley had in his mind. He meant something scholarly, 
worldly, and modern; he was thinking of his own tastes. 

Probably he meant that, in his favorite houses, the tone was easy, the talk was 
good, and the standard of scholarship was high. Even there he would have been 
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carte: (n) card, bill of fare, bill, quarte, 
batting order, carte du jour, calling 
card, board, a LA carte. 

considerate: (adj, n) thoughtful, 
benevolent, nice, gentle, sympathetic, 
humane; (adj) magnanimous, kind, 
polite, delicate, discreet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, 
thoughtless, tactless, inconsiderate, 
selfish, rude, unkind, unforgiving, 
offhand, disrespectful, 
unsympathetic. 

motley: (adj) miscellaneous, mottled, 
assorted, colorful, heterogeneous, 
multicolored, checkered; (n) medley, 
miscellany, mixture, assortment. 
ANTONYM: (adj) homogeneous. 

plainness: (n) perspicuity, clearness, 
homeliness, austerity, simplicity, 
lucidity, perspicuousness, directness, 
bareness, drabness, chasteness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, splendor. 

roustabout: (n) deckhand, seafarer, 
seaman, tar, hand, workman, worker, 

gob, day laborer, employee, female 
worker. 

well-dressed: (adj) handsome. 
worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 

mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial. 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 200

forced to qualify his adjectives. No German would have admitted that English 
scholarship was high, or that it was scholarship at all, or that any wish for 
scholarship existed in England. Nothing that seemed to smell of the shop or of 
the lecture-room was wanted. One might as well have talked of Renan’s Christ at 
the table of the Bishop of London, as talk of German philology at the table of an 
Oxford don. Society, if a small literary class could be called society, wanted to be 
amused in its old way. Sydney Smith, who had amused, was dead; so was 
Macaulay, who instructed if he did not amuse; Thackeray died at Christmas, 
1863; Dickens never felt at home, and seldom appeared, in society; Bulwer Lytton 
was not sprightly; Tennyson detested strangers; Carlyle was mostly detested by 
them; Darwin never came to town; the men of whom Motley must have been 
thinking were such as he might meet at Lord Houghton’s breakfasts: Grote, 
Jowett, Milman, or Froude; Browning, Matthew Arnold, or Swinburne; Bishop 
Wilberforce, Venables, or Hayward; or perhaps Gladstone, Robert Lowe, or Lord 
Granville. A relatively small class, commonly isolated, suppressed, and lost at 
the usual London dinner, such society as this was fairly familiar even to a private 
secretary, but to the literary American it might well seem perfection since he 
could find nothing of the sort in America. Within the narrow limits of this class, 
the American Legation was fairly at home; possibly a score of houses, all liberal, 
and all literary, but perfect only in the eyes of a Harvard College historian. They 
could teach little worth learning, for their tastes were antiquated and their 
knowledge was ignorance to the next generation. What was altogether fatal for 
future purposes, they were only English.%

A social education in such a medium was bound to be useless in any other, 
yet Adams had to learn it to the bottom. The one thing needful for a private 
secretary, was that he should not only seem, but should actually be, at home. He 
studied carefully, and practised painfully, what seemed to be the favorite 
accomplishments of society. Perhaps his nervousness deceived him; perhaps he 
took for an ideal of others what was only his reflected image; but he conceived 
that the perfection of human society required that a man should enter a drawing-
room where he was a total stranger, and place himself on the hearth-rug, his 
back to the fire, with an air of expectant benevolence, without curiosity, much as 
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accomplishments: (n) benefit, actions, 
background, Comings and Goings, 
deeds, events, happenings, activities.

antiquated: (adj) old, aged, 
antediluvian, archaic, obsolete, 
musty, old-fashioned, outdated, 
dowdy, outmoded, antique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
contemporary, fresh, modernistic, 
recent, current. 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion,  

favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 
kindliness, generosity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) malevolence, meanness, cruelty, 
misanthropy, wickedness, nastiness, 
malice. 

expectant: (adj) hopeful, enceinte, 
anticipative, big, gravid, eager, 
heavy, confident, with child, 
watchful; (adj, v) pregnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninterested, 
apathetic, indifferent. 

needful: (adj) necessary, essential,  

indispensable, required, needed, 
mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
dollar. 

philology: (n) glossology, arts, correct 
style, humanistic discipline, 
humanities, lexicology, liberal arts. 

sprightly: (adj) spirited, cheerful, alive, 
blithe, agile, airy, keen; (adj, v) 
nimble, active; (adj, n) brisk; (adj, adv) 
jolly. ANTONYMS: (adj) inactive, 
slow, clumsy, sluggish. 
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though he had dropped in at a charity concert, kindly disposed to applaud the 
performers and to overlook mistakes. This ideal rarely succeeded in youth, and 
towards thirty it took a form of modified insolence and offensive patronage; but 
about sixty it mellowed into courtesy, kindliness, and even deference to the 
young which had extraordinary charm both in women and in men. 
Unfortunately Adams could not wait till sixty for education; he had his living to 
earn; and the English air of patronage would earn no income for him anywhere 
else.%

After five or six years of constant practice, any one can acquire the habit of 
going from one strange company to another without thinking much of one’s self 
or of them, as though silently reflecting that “in a world where we are all insects, 
no insect is alien; perhaps they are human in parts”; but the dreamy habit of 
mind which comes from solitude in crowds is not fitness for social success except 
in London. Everywhere else it is injury. England was a social kingdom whose 
social coinage had no currency elsewhere. 

Englishwomen, from the educational point of view, could give nothing until 
they approached forty years old. Then they become very interesting—very 
charming—to the man of fifty. The young American was not worth the young 
Englishwoman’s notice, and never received it. Neither understood the other. 
Only in the domestic relation, in the country—never in society at large—a young 
American might accidentally make friends with an Englishwoman of his own 
age, but it never happened to Henry Adams. His susceptible nature was left to 
the mercy of American girls, which was professional duty rather than education 
as long as diplomacy held its own. 

Thus he found himself launched on waters where he had never meant to sail, 
and floating along a stream which carried him far from his port. His third season 
in London society saw the end of his diplomatic education, and began for him 
the social life of a young man who felt at home in England—more at home there 
than anywhere else. With this feeling, the mere habit of going to garden-parties, 
dinners, receptions, and balls had nothing to do. One might go to scores without 
a sensation of home. One might stay in no end of country houses without 
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applaud: (v) praise, eulogize, cheer, 
extol, hail, admire, clap, commend, 
approve, compliment, exalt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) criticize, disparage, 
lament, hiss, censure, commiserate, 
condemn. 

coinage: (n) currency, money, 
mintage, coins, specie, invention, 
coining, word, contrivance, 
fabrication, formation. 

deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance,  

reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience. 

dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 
impractical, somnolent, visionary, 
sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic. 

kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 
amiability, grace, benignancy, mercy, 
tenderness, compassion, charity, 
consideration, helpfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty. 

mellowed: (adj) mature, easygoing, 
high, maturer, ripe. 

receptions: (n) reception. 
scores: (n) lots, flock, oodles, scads, 

slews, multitude, crowd, many, 
legion, lot, army. 
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forgetting that one was a total stranger and could never be anything else. One 
might bow to half the dukes and duchesses in England, and feel only the more 
strange. Hundreds of persons might pass with a nod and never come nearer. 
Close relation in a place like London is a personal mystery as profound as 
chemical affinity. Thousands pass, and one separates himself from the mass to 
attach himself to another, and so make, little by little, a group.%

One morning, April 27, 1863, he was asked to breakfast with Sir Henry 
Holland, the old Court physician who had been acquainted with every 
American Minister since Edward Everett, and was a valuable social ally, who 
had the courage to try to be of use to everybody, and who, while asking the 
private secretary to breakfast one day, was too discreet to betray what he might 
have learned about rebel doings at his breakfast-table the day before. He had 
been friendly with the Legation, in the teeth of society, and was still bearing up 
against the weight of opinion, so that young Adams could not decline his 
invitations, although they obliged him to breakfast in Brook Street at nine o’clock 
in the morning, alternately with Mr. James M. Mason. Old Dr. Holland was 
himself as hale as a hawk, driving all day bare-headed about London, and eating 
Welsh rarebit every night before bed; he thought that any young man should be 
pleased to take his early muffin in Brook Street, and supply a few crumbs of war 
news for the daily peckings of eminent patients. Meekly, when summoned, the 
private secretary went, and on reaching the front door, this particular morning, 
he found there another young man in the act of rapping the knocker. They 
entered the breakfastroom together, where they were introduced to each other, 
and Adams learned that the other guest was a Cambridge undergraduate, 
Charles Milnes Gaskell, son of James Milnes Gaskell, the Member for Wenlock; 
another of the Yorkshire Milneses, from Thornes near Wakefield. Fate had fixed 
Adams to Yorkshire. By another chance it happened that young Milnes Gaskell 
was intimate at Cambridge with William Everett who was also about to take his 
degree. A third chance inspired Mr. Evarts with a fancy for visiting Cambridge, 
and led William Everett to offer his services as host. Adams acted as courier to 
Mr. Evarts, and at the end of May they went down for a few days, when William 
Everett did the honors as host with a kindness and attention that made his 
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acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, 
thick; (adv) abreast; (v) inform, 
acquaint. 

alternately: (adv) alternatively, by 
turns, in turn, secondarily, 
reciprocally, mutually, off-and-on, 
rather, anthemwise, secondly; (adj, 
adv) on and off. 

courier: (n) emissary, herald, runner, 
bearer, cicerone, ambassador, envoy, 

conveyor, conveyer, carrier, valet de 
place. ANTONYMS: (n) receiver, 
sender. 

hale: (adj) healthy, whole, sturdy, 
strong, sane, rugged, robust; (v) drag; 
(adj, n) well, hearty, sound. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwell. 

hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, 
sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (n) eagle, 
goshawk, harrier, buzzard. 

honors: (n) formality. 
knocker: (n) boob, tit, breast,  

doorknocker, nipple, knock, door-
knocker, depreciator, disparager, 
detractor, hatemonger. 

physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, 
medic, quack, surgeon, leech, 
houseman, MD, allergist, intern. 

rarebit: (n) Welsh rarebit, dish. 
separates: (n) coordinates. 
undergraduate: (n) collegian, senior, 

lowerclassman, student, pupil, 
scholar, underclassman, college boy, 
college girl, college man, novice. 
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cousin sorely conscious of his own social shortcomings. Cambridge was pretty, 
and the dons were kind. Mr. Evarts enjoyed his visit but this was merely a part 
of the private secretary’s day’s work. What affected his whole life was the 
intimacy then begun with Milnes Gaskell and his circle of undergraduate 
friends, just about to enter the world.%

Intimates are predestined. Adams met in England a thousand people, great 
and small; jostled against every one, from royal princes to gin-shop loafers; 
attended endless official functions and private parties; visited every part of the 
United Kingdom and was not quite a stranger at the Legations in Paris and 
Rome; he knew the societies of certain country houses, and acquired habits of 
Sunday-afternoon calls; but all this gave him nothing to do, and was life wasted. 
For him nothing whatever could be gained by escorting American ladies to 
drawing-rooms or American gentlemen to levees at St. James’s Palace, or bowing 
solemnly to people with great titles, at Court balls, or even by awkwardly 
jostling royalty at garden-parties; all this was done for the Government, and 
neither President Lincoln nor Secretary Seward would ever know enough of 
their business to thank him for doing what they did not know how to get 
properly done by their own servants; but for Henry Adams—not private 
secretary—all the time taken up by such duties was wasted. On the other hand, 
his few personal intimacies concerned him alone, and the chance that made him 
almost a Yorkshireman was one that must have started under the Heptarchy. 

More than any other county in England, Yorkshire retained a sort of social 
independence of London. Scotland itself was hardly more distinct. The Yorkshire 
type had always been the strongest of the British strains; the Norwegian and the 
Dane were a different race from the Saxon. Even Lancashire had not the mass 
and the cultivation of the West Riding. London could never quite absorb 
Yorkshire, which, in its turn had no great love for London and freely showed it. 
To a certain degree, evident enough to Yorkshiremen, Yorkshire was not 
English—or was all England, as they might choose to express it. This must have 
been the reason why young Adams was drawn there rather than elsewhere. 
Monckton Milnes alone took the trouble to draw him, and possibly Milnes was 
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awkwardly: (adv) gawkily, ineptly, 
ungracefully, embarrassingly, 
maladroitly, stiffly, gracelessly, 
inopportunely, bunglingly, 
inelegantly, unwieldily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gracefully, 
elegantly, usefully, urbanely, 
contentedly, coherently, calmly, 
conveniently, agilely, expertly, 
amenably. 

balls: (n) guts, family jewels, intestinal 
fortitude, nerve, spirit, tenacity,  

valor, audacity, prowess. 
bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 

gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive. 

cambridge: (n) Cambridge university.
dons: (n) faculty. 
intimacy: (adj, n) familiarity, 

acquaintance; (n) closeness, 
fellowship, association, friendship, 
intercourse, affair, camaraderie,  

conversance, confidence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, formality. 

jostling: (v) jarring; (adj) bustling; (n) 
elbowing. 

predestined: (adj) fated, foreordained, 
certain, predestinate, intended, fatal, 
predetermined, ordained, meant, 
doomed, designed. 

sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, madly, 
very, greatly, highly, most, 
distressingly, extremely, hard, 
sensitively. 
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the only man in England with whom Henry Adams, at that moment, had a 
chance of calling out such an un-English effort. Neither Oxford nor Cambridge 
nor any region south of the Humber contained a considerable house where a 
young American would have been sought as a friend. Eccentricity alone did not 
account for it. Monckton Milnes was a singular type, but his distant cousin, 
James Milnes Gaskell, was another, quite as marked, in an opposite sense. Milnes 
never seemed willing to rest; Milnes Gaskell never seemed willing to move. In 
his youth one of a very famous group—Arthur Hallam, Tennyson, Manning, 
Gladstone, Francis Doyle—and regarded as one of the most promising; an 
adorer of George Canning; in Parliament since coming of age; married into the 
powerful connection of the Wynns of Wynstay; rich according to Yorkshire 
standards; intimate with his political leaders; he was one of the numerous 
Englishmen who refuse office rather than make the effort of carrying it, and want 
power only to make it a source of indolence. He was a voracious reader and an 
admirable critic; he had forty years of parliamentary tradition on his memory; he 
liked to talk and to listen; he liked his dinner and, in spite of George Canning, his 
dry champagne; he liked wit and anecdote; but he belonged to the generation of 
1830, a generation which could not survive the telegraph and railway, and which 
even Yorkshire could hardly produce again. To an American he was a character 
even more unusual and more fascinating than his distant cousin Lord 
Houghton.%

Mr. Milnes Gaskell was kind to the young American whom his son brought 
to the house, and Mrs. Milnes Gaskell was kinder, for she thought the American 
perhaps a less dangerous friend than some Englishman might be, for her son, 
and she was probably right. The American had the sense to see that she was 
herself one of the most intelligent and sympathetic women in England; her sister, 
Miss Charlotte Wynn, was another; and both were of an age and a position in 
society that made their friendship a complirnent as well as a pleasure. Their 
consent and approval settled the matter. In England, the family is a serious fact; 
once admitted to it, one is there for life. London might utterly vanish from one’s 
horizon, but as long as life lasted, Yorkshire lived for its friends. 
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admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low. 

adorer: (adj) suitor, lover, follower; (n) 
worshiper, wooer, votary, idolater, 
beau, worshipper, swain, enthusiast. 

anecdote: (n) tale, account, yarn,  

narrative, story, fable, relation, ana, 
fiction, trait, gossip. 

champagne: (v) chain lightning, 
cocktail; (n) sparkling wine, blonde. 

critic: (n, v) judge; (n) commentator, 
censor, reviewer, evaluator, pundit, 
appraiser, critique, criticiser, 
censurer; (adj) critical. ANTONYMS: 
(n) advocate, backer, champion, fan. 

horizon: (n) ambit, reach, purview, 
vista, view, perspective, prospect, 
skyline, arena, celestial horizon,  

amphitheater. 
promising: (adj) auspicious, bright, 

favorable, propitious, encouraging, 
favourable, hopeful, promise, 
budding, optimistic, probable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeless, 
inauspicious, threatening, 
unfavorable, unlikely, depressing. 

telegraph: (n) telegram, telegraphy, 
flagstaff, setup; (v) wire, broadcast, 
electrify, forecast, foreshadow, 
forewarn, telecommunicate. 
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In %the year 1857, Mr. James Milnes Gaskell, who had sat for thirty years in 
Parliament as one of the Members for the borough of Wenlock in Shropshire, 
bought Wenlock Abbey and the estate that included the old monastic buildings. 
This new, or old, plaything amused Mrs. Milnes Gaskell. The Prior’s house, a 
charming specimen of fifteenth-century architecture, had been long left to decay 
as a farmhouse. She put it in order, and went there to spend a part of the autumn 
of 1864. Young Adams was one of her first guests, and drove about Wenlock 
Edge and the Wrekin with her, learning the loveliness of this exquisite country, 
and its stores of curious antiquity. It was a new and charming existence; an 
experience greatly to be envied—ideal repose and rural Shakespearian peace—
but a few years of it were likely to complete his education, and fit him to act a 
fairly useful part in life as an Englishman, an ecclesiastic, and a contemporary of 
Chaucer. 
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antiquity: (n) ancientness, ancientry, 
past, relic, status quo, artefact, 
artifact, oldness, old age, hoariness; 
(adj, n) age. ANTONYMS: (n) today, 
newness, modernity. 

ecclesiastic: (n) clergyman, divine, 
cleric, minister, priest, churchman, 
pastor, clergymen, hierophant; (adj) 
clerical, ecclesiastical. 

exquisite: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
excellent, dainty, gorgeous, 
admirable, acute, heavenly, choice,  

wonderful; (adj, v) delightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, inferior, 
ugly, subdued, rough, poor, coarse, 
mild, imperfect, horrible, flawed. 

guests: (n) guest, visitors. 
loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 

grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, beauteousness, 
good looks, cuteness, fineness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 
unpleasantness, awkwardness. 

monastic: (adj) monachal, cloistral,  

monasterial, monastical, monkish, 
cloistered, clerical; (n) monk, brother, 
friar, benedict. 

plaything: (n) bauble, trifle, gewgaw, 
cockhorse, doll, dollhouse, dolly, 
playhouse, hobby, hobbyhorse, 
kaleidoscope. 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation. 
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CHAPTER  X IV  

 
D ILETTANTI SM ( 1865 -1866 )  

 
 

THE campaign of 1864 and the reelection of Mr. Lincoln in November set the 
American Minister on so firm a footing that he could safely regard his own 
anxieties as over, and the anxieties of Earl Russell and the Emperor Napoleon as 
begun. With a few months more his own term of four years would come to an 
end, and even though the questions still under discussion with England should 
somewhat prolong his stay, he might look forward with some confidence to his 
return home in 1865. His son no longer fretted. The time for going into the army 
had passed. If he were to be useful at all, it must be as a son, and as a son he was 
treated with the widest indulgence and trust. He knew that he was doing himself 
no good by staying in London, but thus far in life he had done himself no good 
anywhere, and reached his twenty-seventh birthday without having advanced a 
step, that he could see, beyond his twenty-first. For the most part, his friends 
were worse off than he. The war was about to end and they were to be set adrift 
in a world they would find altogether strange.%

At this point, as though to cut the last thread of relation, six months were 
suddenly dropped out of his life in England. The London climate had told on 
some of the family; the physicians prescribed a winter in Italy. Of course the 
private secretary was detached as their escort, since this was one of his 
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adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, 
rudderless, planless, insular, in 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) anchored, 
determined, purposeful, stable, 
moored. 

detached: (adj) separate, cool, aloof, 
distinct, impartial, neutral, 
dispassionate, objective, 
unconnected, remote, unconcerned. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) involved, warm,  

engrossed, partial, connected, biased, 
linked, united, impassioned, 
interested, personal. 

escort: (n, v) chaperon, attend, convoy, 
guard, guide, conduct, date; (v) 
accompany, see; (n) suite, attendant. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, desert, 
leave, follow. 

lincoln: (n) capital of Nebraska, fin, 
fiver, president Lincoln. 

prescribed: (adj) set, appointed, 
formal, official, positive, decreed,  

rigid, definite, fixed, obstinate, legal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) informal. 

prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) stop, 
cancel, curtail, quit. 

reelection: (n) election. 
thread: (n) screw thread, yarn, rope, 

wire, twine, ligature; (adj, n, v) line, 
file; (n, v) string together; (adj, v) 
range; (v) penetrate. 
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professional functions; and he passed six months, gaining an education as Italian 
courier, while the Civil War came to its end. As far as other education went, he 
got none, but he was amused. Travelling in all possible luxury, at some one else’s 
expense, with diplomatic privileges and position, was a form of travel hitherto 
untried. The Cornice in vettura was delightful; Sorrento in winter offered hills to 
climb and grottoes to explore, and Naples near by to visit; Rome at Easter was an 
experience necessary for the education of every properly trained private 
secretary; the journey north by vettura through Perugia and Sienna was a dream; 
the Splugen Pass, if not equal to the Stelvio, was worth seeing; Paris had always 
something to show. The chances of accidental education were not so great as 
they had been, since one’s field of experience had grown large; but perhaps a 
season at Baden Baden in these later days of its brilliancy offered some chances 
of instruction, if it were only the sight of fashionable Europe and America on the 
race-course watching the Duke of Hamilton, in the middle, improving his social 
advantages by the conversation of Cora Pearl.%

The assassination of President Lincoln fell on the party while they were at 
Rome, where it seemed singularly fitting to that nursery of murderers and 
murdered, as though America were also getting educated. Again one went to 
meditate on the steps of the Santa Maria in Ara Coeli, but the lesson seemed as 
shallow as before. Nothing happened. The travellers changed no plan or 
movement. The Minister did not recall them to London. The season was over 
before they returned; and when the private secretary sat down again at his desk 
in Portland Place before a mass of copy in arrears, he saw before him a world so 
changed as to be beyond connection with the past. His identity, if one could call 
a bundle of disconnected memories an identity, seemed to remain; but his life 
was once more broken into separate pieces; he was a spider and had to spin a 
new web in some new place with a new attachment. 

All his American friends and contemporaries who were still alive looked 
singularly commonplace without uniforms, and hastened to get married and 
retire into back streets and suburbs until they could find employment. Minister 
Adams, too, was going home “next fall,” and when the fall came, he was going 
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arrears: (n) debt, arrearage, default, 
balance due, deferred payment, 
liability, backlog, debit, shortfall, 
shortage, money owing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) credit, surplus. 

brilliancy: (n, v) brightness; (n) 
brilliance, lustre, luster, splendor, 
glitter, glory, radiance, splendour; 
(adj, n) gorgeousness; (v) gloss. 

commonplace: (adj, v) trite, 
hackneyed; (adj) banal, ordinary, 
humdrum, common, average, plain,  

mundane, dull; (n) platitude. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinary, 
unusual, exceptional, infrequent, 
rare, romantic, uncommon, weird; (n) 
deepness, profundity, profoundness.

disconnected: (adj) abrupt, disjointed, 
desultory, fragmentary, confused, 
incoherent, unconnected, 
discontinuous, discrete, scrappy; (adj, 
prep) separate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
connected, joined, continuous, legato, 
entire, coherent. 

hastened: (adj) careless. 
meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) contemplate, 

consider, cogitate, reflect, speculate, 
wonder, ruminate, ponder, think, 
bethink. 

untried: (adj) raw, new, untested, 
unseasoned, fresh, untrodden, 
unsalted, young, unverified, 
untouched; (v) undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proven, seasoned, 
familiar, experienced. 
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home “next spring,” and when the spring came, President Andrew Johnson was 
at loggerheads with the Senate, and found it best to keep things unchanged. 
After the usual manner of public servants who had acquired the habit of office 
and lost the faculty of will, the members of the Legation in London continued the 
daily routine of English society, which, after becoming a habit, threatened to 
become a vice. Had Henry Adams shared a single taste with the young 
Englishmen of his time, he would have been lost; but the custom of pounding up 
and down Rotten Row every day, on a hack, was not a taste, and yet was all the 
sport he shared. Evidently he must set to work; he must get a new education he 
must begin a career of his own.%

Nothing was easier to say, but even his father admitted two careers to be 
closed. For the law, diplomacy had unfitted him; for diplomacy he already knew 
too much. Any one who had held, during the four most difficult years of 
American diplomacy, a position at the centre of action, with his hands actually 
touching the lever of power, could not beg a post of Secretary at Vienna or 
Madrid in order to bore himself doing nothing until the next President should do 
him the honor to turn him out. For once all his advisers agreed that diplomacy 
was not possible. 

In any ordinary system he would have been called back to serve in the State 
Department, but, between the President and the Senate, service of any sort 
became a delusion. The choice of career was more difficult than the education 
which had proved impracticable. Adams saw no road; in fact there was none. 
All his friends were trying one path or another, but none went a way that he 
could have taken. John Hay passed through London in order to bury himself in 
second-rate Legations for years, before he drifted home again to join Whitelaw 
Reid and George Smalley on the Tribune. Frank Barlow and Frank Bartlett 
carried Major-Generals’ commissions into small law business. Miles stayed in the 
army. Henry Higginson, after a desperate struggle, was forced into State Street; 
Charles Adams wandered about, with brevet-brigadier rank, trying to find 
employment. Scores of others tried experiments more or less unsuccessful. 
Henry Adams could see easy ways of making a hundred blunders; he could see 
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bury: (v) inter, overwhelm, lay to rest, 
hide, mask, secrete, conceal, cloak, 
entomb, suppress; (n) burial. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exhume, unearth, 
uncover, dig, disclose, distract, 
expose, ignore, reveal, air, remember.

hack: (v) chop, cut down, rip, gash, 
mutilate, fell; (adj, v) chop up; (n) 
hacker, drudge, nag, incision. 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable,  

unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed. 

lever: (n, v) pry, prize; (v) raise, jimmy, 
wrench, prise; (n) crowbar, knob, key, 
pry bar, bar. 

second-rate: (adj) second-class, 
mediocre, secondary, mean, 
ordinary, lousy, unimportant, 
shoddy, low, poor; (n) second best. 

unsuccessful: (adj, v) fruitless, sterile; 
(adj) unlucky, unfortunate, futile,  

ineffective, stillborn, unhappy, vain, 
failed, ineffectual. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
successful, lucky, persuasive, fruitful, 
lucrative, effective, competent, 
useful, glorious. 

vice: (adj, n) imperfection, defect, 
blemish, failing, frailty; (n) 
corruption, sin, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, depravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
asset, strength, propriety, virtue, 
righteousness, goodness, good, 
honesty; (adj) chief. 
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no likely way of making a legitimate success. Such as it was, his so-called 
education was wanted nowhere.%

One profession alone seemed possible—the press. In 1860 he would have said 
that he was born to be an editor, like at least a thousand other young graduates 
from American colleges who entered the world every year enjoying the same 
conviction; but in 1866 the situation was altered; the possession of money had 
become doubly needful for success, and double energy was essential to get 
money. America had more than doubled her scale. Yet the press was still the last 
resource of the educated poor who could not be artists and would not be tutors. 
Any man who was fit for nothing else could write an editorial or a criticism. The 
enormous mass of misinformation accumulated in ten years of nomad life could 
always be worked off on a helpless public, in diluted doses, if one could but 
secure a table in the corner of a newspaper office. The press was an inferior 
pulpit; an anonymous schoolmaster; a cheap boarding-school but it was still the 
nearest approach to a career for the literary survivor of a wrecked education. For 
the press, then, Henry Adams decided to fit himself, and since he could not go 
home to get practical training, he set to work to do what he could in London. 

He knew, as well as any reporter on the New York Herald, that this was not 
an American way of beginning, and he knew a certain number of other 
drawbacks which the reporter could not see so clearly. Do what he might, he 
drew breath only in the atmosphere of English methods and thoughts; he could 
breathe none other. His mother—who should have been a competent judge, since 
her success and popularity in England exceeded that of her husband—averred 
that every woman who lived a certain time in England came to look and dress 
like an Englishwoman, no matter how she struggled. Henry Adams felt himself 
catching an English tone of mind and processes of thought, though at heart more 
hostile to them than ever. As though to make him more helpless and wholly 
distort his life, England grew more and more agreeable and amusing. Minister 
Adams became, in 1866, almost a historical monument in London; he held a 
position altogether his own. His old opponents disappeared. Lord Palmerston 
died in October, 1865; Lord Russell tottered on six months longer, but then 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

diluted: (adj) thin, watery, weak, 
insipid, tasteless, bland, sparse, rare, 
cut, washy, tame. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, concentrated, undiluted, 
thickened, strengthened, enriched, 
thick. 

distort: (adv, v) falsify, pervert; (v) 
contort, wring, bend, disfigure, twist, 
buckle, misrepresent, mangle, 
mutilate. ANTONYMS: (v) untwist, 
straighten, correct, interpret, right, 
clarify, smooth. 

editorial: (n) column, leader, leading 
article, comment, commentary, 
critique, exposition, feature, agony 
column, piece of writing, newspaper 
column. 

misinformation: (n) interpretation, 
misintelligence, biased account, 
disagreement, info, personal view, 
information. 

nomad: (n) vagabond, pilgrim, drifter, 
traveler, palmer, rover; (adj) Bedouin, 
migratory, errant, nomadic; (adj, n)  

migrant. 
survivor: (n) person, unfortunate, 

surviver, somebody, animal, animate 
being, beast, brute, subsister, 
creature, someone. 

worked: (adj) elaborated, beaten. 
wrecked: (adv, v) aground; (adj) 

destroyed, shipwrecked, ruined, 
disabled, doomed, falling apart, 
falling down; (v) grounded, 
swamped, cast away. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) whole, pristine. 
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vanished from power; and in July, 1866, the conservatives came into office. 
Traditionally the Tories were easier to deal with than the Whigs, and Minister 
Adams had no reason to regret the change. His personal relations were excellent 
and his personal weight increased year by year. On that score the private 
secretary had no cares, and not much copy. His own position was modest, but it 
was enough; the life he led was agreeable; his friends were all he wanted, and, 
except that he was at the mercy of politics, he felt much at ease. Of his daily life 
he had only to reckon so many breakfasts; so many dinners; so many receptions, 
balls, theatres, and country-parties; so many cards to be left; so many Americans 
to be escorted—the usual routine of every young American in a Legation; all 
counting for nothing in sum, because, even if it had been his official duty—which 
it was not—it was mere routine, a single, continuous, unbroken act, which led to 
nothing and nowhere except Portland Place and the grave.%

The path that led somewhere was the English habit of mind which deepened 
its ruts every day. The English mind was like the London drawing-room, a 
comfortable and easy spot, filled with bits and fragments of incoherent 
furnitures, which were never meant to go together, and could be arranged in any 
relation without making a whole, except by the square room. Philosophy might 
dispute about innate ideas till the stars died out in the sky, but about innate 
tastes no one, except perhaps a collie dog, has the right to doubt; least of all, the 
Englishman, for his tastes are his being; he drifts after them as unconsciously as 
a honey-bee drifts after his flowers, and, in England, every one must drift with 
him. Most young Englishmen drifted to the race-course or the moors or the 
hunting-field; a few towards books; one or two followed some form of science; 
and a number took to what, for want of a better name, they called Art. Young 
Adams inherited a certain taste for the same pursuit from his father who insisted 
that he had it not, because he could not see what his son thought he saw in 
Turner. The Minister, on the other hand, carried a sort of aesthetic rag-bag of his 
own, which he regarded as amusement, and never called art. So he would 
wander off on a Sunday to attend service successively in all the city churches 
built by Sir Christopher Wren; or he would disappear from the Legation day 
after day to attend coin sales at Sotheby’s, where his son attended alternate sales 
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alternate: (adj, n, v) substitute; (n) 
surrogate, standby, vice; (v) 
reciprocate, vary, take turns, 
fluctuate, change; (adj, n) alternative; 
(adj) secondary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
consecutive, successive, required, 
opposite, necessary, essential; (v) 
remain, continue. 

collie: (n) Colley. 
conservatives: (n) confederates. 
honey-bee: (n) bee. 
innate: (adj) inherent, congenital,  

inbred, indigenous, instinctive, 
natural, intrinsic, constitutional, 
essential, ingrained; (adj, v) born. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, 
conditioned, acquired, trained, 
spiritual. 

successively: (adv) in turn, one after 
the other, in succession, sequentially, 
serially, running, in order, gradually, 
subsequently, repeatedly, one after 
another. 

unconsciously: (adv) instinctively,  

unintentionally, unthinkingly, 
unwittingly, ignorantly, innocently, 
comatosely, automatically, 
obliviously, unsuspectingly, 
inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, deliberately, knowingly, 
purposely. 

wander: (n, v) stroll, saunter, tramp, 
drift; (v) stray, digress, err, travel, 
roam, deviate; (adj, v) rave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) settle, stay, think, 
converge. 
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of drawings, engravings, or water-colors. Neither knew enough to talk much 
about the other’s tastes, but the only difference between them was a slight 
difference of direction. The Minister’s mind like his writings showed a 
correctness of form and line that his son would have been well pleased had he 
inherited.%

Of all supposed English tastes, that of art was the most alluring and 
treacherous. Once drawn into it, one had small chance of escape, for it had no 
centre or circumference, no beginning, middle, or end, no origin, no object, and 
no conceivable result as education. In London one met no corrective. The only 
American who came by, capable of teaching, was William Hunt, who stopped to 
paint the portrait of the Minister which now completes the family series at 
Harvard College. Hunt talked constantly, and was, or afterwards became, a 
famous teacher, but Henry Adams did not know enough to learn. Perhaps, too, 
he had inherited or acquired a stock of tastes, as young men must, which he was 
slow to outgrow. Hunt had no time to sweep out the rubbish of Adams’s mind. 
The portrait finished, he went. 

As often as he could, Adams ran over to Paris, for sunshine, and there always 
sought out Richardson in his attic in the Rue du Bac, or wherever he lived, and 
they went off to dine at the Palais Royal, and talk of whatever interested the 
students of the Beaux Arts. Richardson, too, had much to say, but had not yet 
seized his style. Adams caught very little of what lay in his mind, and the less, 
because, to Adams, everything French was bad except the restaurants, while the 
continuous life in England made French art seem worst of all. This did not prove 
that English art, in 1866, was good; far from it; but it helped to make bric-a-brac 
of all art, after the manner of England. 

Not in the Legation, or in London, but in Yorkshire at Thornes, Adams met 
the man that pushed him furthest in this English garden of innate disorder called 
taste. The older daughter of the Milnes Gaskells had married Francis Turner 
Palgrave. Few Americans will ever ask whether any one has described the 
Palgraves, but the family was one of the most describable in all England at that 
day. Old Sir Francis, the father, had been much the greatest of all the historians 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alluring: (adj) tempting, charming, 
attractive, enticing, beguiling, 
glamorous, magnetic, enchanting, 
enthralling, appealing, appetizing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unappealing, 
unattractive, dull, repulsive. 

attic: (adj) chaste, pure, elegant, 
classical, correct, artistic; (n) cockloft, 
loft, clerestory, house top, upper 
story. 

bric-a-brac: (n) knickknack. 
circumference: (n) circuit, border,  

perimeter, boundary, periphery, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, inside, 
interior, center. 

corrective: (n) correct, remedy, 
antidote, device, reclamation; (adj) 
palliative, remedial, penal, 
castigatory, amendatory, healing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) damaging, 
harmful, hurtful, injurious. 

describable: (adj) expressible. 
dine: (v) feed, lunch, breakfast, dining, 

meal, give, have supper, take tea, 
grub, consume, entertain. 
ANTONYM: (v) abstain. 

furthest: (adj) furthermost, extreme, 
farthermost, remotest, ultimate, 
utmost, uttermost, most remote, final, 
outermost; (adv) most. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nearest, near. 

outgrow: (v) overgrow, surpass, 
surmount, outstrip, outmatch, outgo, 
become overgrown, grow over, 
exceed, develop, outdo. 
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of early England, the only one who was un-English; and the reason of his 
superiority lay in his name, which was Cohen, and his mind which was Cohen 
also, or at least not English. He changed his name to Palgrave in order to please 
his wife. They had a band of remarkable sons: Francis Turner, Gifford, Reginald, 
Inglis; all of whom made their mark. Gifford was perhaps the most eccentric, but 
his “Travels” in Arabia were famous, even among the famous travels of that 
generation. Francis Turner—or, as he was commonly called, Frank Palgrave—
unable to work off his restlessness in travel like Gifford, and stifled in the 
atmosphere of the Board of Education, became a critic. His art criticisms helped 
to make the Saturday Review a terror to the British artist. His literary taste, 
condensed into the “Golden Treasury,” helped Adams to more literary education 
than he ever got from any taste of his own. Palgrave himself held rank as one of 
the minor poets; his hymns had vogue. As an art-critic he was too ferocious to be 
liked; even Holman Hunt found his temper humorous; among many rivals, he 
may perhaps have had a right to claim the much-disputed rank of being the most 
unpopular man in London; but he liked to teach, and asked only for a docile 
pupil. Adams was docile enough, for he knew nothing and liked to listen. 
Indeed, he had to listen, whether he liked or not, for Palgrave’s voice was 
strident, and nothing could stop him. Literature, painting, sculpture, architecture 
were open fields for his attacks, which were always intelligent if not always kind, 
and when these failed, he readily descended to meaner levels. John Richard 
Green, who was Palgrave’s precise opposite, and whose Irish charm of touch and 
humor defended him from most assaults, used to tell with delight of Palgrave’s 
call on him just after he had moved into his new Queen Anne house in 
Kensington Square: “Palgrave called yesterday, and the first thing he said was, 
‘I’ve counted three anachronisms on your front doorstep.’ “%

Another savage critic, also a poet, was Thomas Woolner, a type almost more 
emphatic than Palgrave in a society which resounded with emphasis. Woolner’s 
sculpture showed none of the rough assertion that Woolner himself showed, 
when he was not making supernatural effort to be courteous, but his busts were 
remarkable, and his work altogether was, in Palgrave’s clamorous opinion, the 
best of his day. He took the matter of British art—or want of art—seriously, 
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clamorous: (adj) noisy, blatant, loud, 
boisterous, insistent, exigent, urgent, 
obstreperous, strident; (adj, v) 
clamant, importunate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) tranquil. 

courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, 
attentive, gracious, decorous, 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, 
urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, 
boorish, insulting, unmannerly, gruff, 
improper, vulgar, unhelpful,  

neglectful, graceless. 
emphatic: (adj) decided, categorical, 

expressive, forceful, pronounced, 
assertive, loud, important, 
emphatical, insistent; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, unassertive, 
understated, unemphatic, 
halfhearted. 

ferocious: (adj) cruel, brutal, 
barbarous, feral, truculent, atrocious, 
fell, bloodthirsty, brutish; (adj, v)  

fierce, savage. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gentle, mild, tender, tame, 
nonviolent, kind, calm. 

stifled: (adj) strangled, suppressed, 
muffled, deafened, completely 
covered, dead, deadened, weak, deaf 
corn, regardless, decayed. 

strident: (adj) loud, blatant, vociferous, 
noisy, harsh, cacophonous, grating, 
shrill, piercing, brassy, raspy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, low, 
harmonious. 
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almost ferociously, as a personal grievance and torture; at times he was rather 
terrifying in the anarchistic wrath of his denunciation. as Henry Adams felt no 
responsibility for English art, and had no American art to offer for sacrifice, he 
listened with enjoyment to language much like Carlyle’s, and accepted it without 
a qualm. On the other hand, as a third member of this critical group, he fell in 
with Stopford Brooke whose tastes lay in the same direction, and whose 
expression was modified by clerical propriety. Among these men, one wandered 
off into paths of education much too devious and slippery for an American foot 
to follow. He would have done better to go on the race-track, as far as concerned 
a career.%

Fortunately for him he knew too little ever to be an art-critic, still less an 
artist. For some things ignorance is good, and art is one of them. He knew he 
knew nothing, and had not the trained eye or the keen instinct that trusted itself; 
but he was curious, as he went on, to find out how much others knew. He took 
Palgrave’s word as final about a drawing of Rembrandt or Michael Angelo, and 
he trusted Woolner implicitly about a Turner; but when he quoted their 
authority to any dealer, the dealer pooh-poohed it, and declared that it had no 
weight in the trade. If he went to a sale of drawings or paintings, at Sotheby’s or 
Christie’s, an hour afterwards, he saw these same dealers watching Palgrave or 
Woolner for a point, and bidding over them. He rarely found two dealers agree 
in judgment. He once bought a water-color from the artist himself out of his 
studio, and had it doubted an hour afterwards by the dealer to whose place he 
took it for framing He was reduced to admit that he could not prove its 
authenticity; internal evidence was against it. 

One morning in early July, 1867, Palgrave stopped at the Legation in Portland 
Place on his way downtown, and offered to take Adams to Sotheby’s, where a 
small collection of old drawings was on show. The collection was rather a 
curious one, said to be that of Sir Anthony Westcomb, from Liverpool, with an 
undisturbed record of a century, but with nothing to attract notice. Probably 
none but collectors or experts examined the portfolios. Some dozens of these 
were always on hand, following every sale, and especially on the lookout for old 
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anarchistic: (adj) anarchical, anarchist, 
uncontrolled, unlegislated, 
ungovernable, lawless, 
unconventional, unruly, 
revolutionary, rebellious, radical. 

downtown: (n) city, town center, city 
centre, central business district, 
asphalt jungle, city center, city 
district, concrete jungle, inner city; 
(adj) urban. 

ferociously: (adv) brutally, wildly, 
savagely, inhumanly, severely,  

violently, vehemently, roughly, 
furiously, cruelly, atrociously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
tamely. 

framing: (n) frame, casing, sash, 
doorcase, cornice, cowcatcher, 
coaming, deckle, clotheshorse, buffer, 
derrick. 

grievance: (n) injustice, wrong, 
grudge, affliction, protest, objection, 
disaffection, discontentment, 
dissatisfaction; (adj) annoyance; (adj, 

n) distress. ANTONYMS: (n) justice, 
praise. 

lookout: (n, v) guard, prospect, 
expectation; (n) scout, watch, sentry, 
sentinel, outlook, post, picture; (v) 
landscape. 

undisturbed: (adj) peaceful, quiet, 
tranquil, serene, placid, still, easy, 
smooth, uninterrupted, untroubled, 
composed. ANTONYMS: (adj) tense, 
anxious, agitated, bothered, 
disordered, disturbed, noisy, scared. 
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drawings, which became rarer every year. Turning rapidly over the numbers, 
Palgrave stopped at one containing several small drawings, one marked as 
Rembrandt, one as Rafael; and putting his finger on the Rafael, after careful 
examination; “I should buy this,” he said; “it looks to me like one of those things 
that sell for five shillings one day, and fifty pounds the next.” Adams marked it 
for a bid, and the next morning came down to the auction. The numbers sold 
slowly, and at noon he thought he might safely go to lunch. When he came back, 
half an hour afterwards, the drawing was gone. Much annoyed at his own 
stupidity, since Palgrave had expressly said he wanted the drawing for himself if 
he had not in a manner given it to Adams, the culprit waited for the sale to close, 
and then asked the clerk for the name of the buyer. It was Holloway, the art-
dealer, near Covent Garden, whom he slightly knew. Going at once to the shop 
he waited till young Holloway came in, with his purchases under his arm, and 
without attempt at preface, he said: “You bought to-day, Mr. Holloway, a 
number that I wanted. Do you mind letting me have it?” Holloway took out the 
parcel, looked over the drawings, and said that he had bought the number for 
the sake of the Rembrandt, which he thought possibly genuine; taking that out, 
Adams might have the rest for the price he paid for the lot—twelve shillings.%

Thus, down to that moment, every expert in London had probably seen these 
drawings. Two of them—only two—had thought them worth buying at any 
price, and of these two, Palgrave chose the Rafael, Holloway the one marked as 
Rembrandt. Adams, the purchaser of the Rafael, knew nothing whatever on the 
subject, but thought he might credit himself with education to the value of 
twelve shillings, and call the drawing nothing. Such items of education 
commonly came higher. 

He took the drawing to Palgrave. It was closely pasted to an old, rather thin, 
cardboard mount, and, on holding it up to the window, one could see lines on 
the reverse. “Take it down to Reed at the British Museum,” said Palgrave; “he is 
Curator of the drawings, and, if you ask him, he will have it taken off the 
mount.” Adams amused himself for a day or two by searching Rafael’s works for 
the figure, which he found at last in the Parnasso, the figure of Horace, of which, 
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annoyed: (adj) irritated, vexed, irate, 
aggravated, angered, cross, 
disgruntled, exasperated, infuriated, 
displeased, resentful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pleased, unprovoked, smiling, 
patient, unconcerned, contented. 

cardboard: (n) card, carton, 
pasteboard, packing, wadding, 
paperboard, binder board, 
composition board; (adj) unreal, 
unlifelike, artificial. 

culprit: (adj, n) convict; (n) delinquent, 

accused, malefactor, perpetrator, 
transgressor, prisoner, sinner, 
offender; (adj) guilty, felon. 

expressly: (adv) specially, particularly, 
distinctly, specifically, explicitly, 
especially, utterly, clearly, precisely, 
telly, exactly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ambiguously, conditionally, 
implicitly, indirectly, vaguely. 

noon: (n) high noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, 
dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj)  

meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination. 

parcel: (n) bale, pack, bundle, package, 
packet, section, division, batch; (n, v) 
portion; (v) distribute, apportion. 

pasted: (adj) affixed. 
preface: (n, v) prelude, preamble, 

proem; (n) beginning, introduction, 
preliminary, exordium, overture; (v) 
introduce, precede, premise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) addendum, 
conclusion, postscript. 
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as it happened—though Adams did not know it—the British Museum owned a 
much finer drawing. At last he took the dirty, little, unfinished red-chalk sketch 
to Reed whom he found in the Curator’s room, with some of the finest Rafael 
drawings in existence, hanging on the walls. “Yes!” said Mr Reed; “I noticed this 
at the sale; but it’s not Rafael!” Adams, feeling himself incompetent to discuss 
this subject, reported the result to Palgrave, who said that Reed knew nothing 
about it. Also this point lay beyond Adams’s competence; but he noted that Reed 
was in the employ of the British Museum as Curator of the best—or nearly the 
best—collection in the world, especially of Rafaels, and that he bought for the 
Museum. As expert he had rejected both the Rafael and the Rembrandt at first-
sight, and after his attention was recalled to the Rafael for a further opinion he 
rejected it again.%

A week later, Adams returned for the drawing, which Mr. Reed took out of 
his drawer and gave him, saying with what seemed a little doubt or hesitation: “I 
should tell you that the paper shows a water-mark, which I kind the same as that 
of paper used by Marc Antonio.” A little taken back by this method of studying 
art, a method which even a poor and ignorant American might use as well as 
Rafael himself, Adams asked stupidly: “Then you think it genuine?” “Possibly!” 
replied Reed; “but much overdrawn.” 

Here was expert opinion after a second revise, with help of water-marks! In 
Adams’s opinion it was alone worth another twelve shillings as education; but 
this was not all. Reed continued: “The lines on the back seem to be writing, 
which I cannot read, but if you will take it down to the manuscript-room, they 
will read it for you.” 

Adams took the sheet down to the keeper of the manuscripts and begged him 
to read the lines. The keeper, after a few minutes’ study, very obligingly said he 
could not: “It is scratched with an artist’s crayon, very rapidly, with many 
unusual abbreviations and old forms. If any one in Europe can read it, it is the 
old man at the table yonder, Libri! Take it to him!” 

This expert broke down on the alphabet! He could not even judge a 
manuscript; but Adams had no right to complain, for he had nothing to pay, not 
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crayon: (v) draw, color; (n) Colored 
chalk. 

drawings: (n) drawing, income. 
finer: (adj) superior, advanced, bigger, 

higher, more, greater. 
incompetent: (adj) incapable, inapt, 

inadequate, unable, awkward, 
clumsy, feeble, useless, powerless, 
insufficient, unskilled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) capable, skillful, dynamic, 
efficient, clever, helpful, professional, 
trained, organized, practical, brilliant.

obligingly: (adv) accommodatingly, 
attentively, courteously, kindly, 
thoughtfully, gentlely, cooperatively, 
helpfully, benignly, goodly, 
pleasantly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
uncooperatively. 

revise: (v) edit, amend, emend, 
convert, correct, fix, alter, retouch; (n) 
revision, revisal, proof. ANTONYMS: 
(v) confirm, retain, worsen, leave, 
maintain. 

scratched: (adj) hurt, abraded,  

sgraffito, raw, dented, spoiled, 
damaged, injured. 

stupidly: (adv) dully, thickly, obtusely, 
senselessly, fatuously, slowly, 
insanely, unwisely, doltishly, crassly, 
densely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
shrewdly, brightly, sensibly, wisely, 
sensitively, prudently, carefully. 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, farther, 
abroad, thither, further away, at that 
place; (adj) distant, yond, furious, 
fierce. 
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even twelve shillings, though he thought these experts worth more, at least for 
his education. Accordingly he carried his paper to Libri, a total stranger to him, 
and asked the old man, as deferentially as possible, to tell him whether the lines 
had any meaning. Had Adams not been an ignorant person he would have 
known all about Libri, but his ignorance was vast, and perhaps was for the best. 
Libri looked at the paper, and then looked again, and at last bade him sit down 
and wait. Half an hour passed before he called Adams back and showed him 
these lines:—  

 
“Or questo credo ben che una elleria   

Te offende tanto che te offese il core.   
Perche sei grande nol sei in tua volia;   
Tu vedi e gia non credi il tuo valore;  
Passate gia son tutte gelosie;   
Tu sei di sasso; non hai piu dolore.” 

 
As far as Adams could afterwards recall it, this was Libri’s reading, but he 

added that the abbreviations were many and unusual; that the writing was very 
ancient; and that the word he read as “elleria” in the first line was not Italian at 
all.%

By this time, one had got too far beyond one’s depth to ask questions. If Libri 
could not read Italian, very clearly Adams had better not offer to help him. He 
took the drawing, thanked everybody, and having exhausted the experts of the 
British Museum, took a cab to Woolner’s studio, where he showed the figure and 
repeated Reed’s opinion. Woolner snorted: “Reed’s a fool!” he said; “he knows 
nothing about it; there maybe a rotten line or two, but the drawing’s all right.” 

For forty years Adams kept this drawing on his mantelpiece, partly for its 
own interest, but largely for curiosity to see whether any critic or artist would 
ever stop to look at it. None ever did, unless he knew the story. Adams himself 
never wanted to know more about it. He refused to seek further light. He never 
cared to learn whether the drawing was Rafael’s, or whether the verse were 
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bade: (v) bid, command, bad. 
credo: (n) faith, belief, gospel, 

doctrine, persuasion, ism, dogma, 
principle, thinking, testament, 
statement of belief. 

curiosity: (n) curiousness, rarity, 
interest, curio, oddity, prying, 
nosiness, peculiarity, novelty, 
marvel; (adj, n) prodigy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) emotionlessness, 
indifference, disinterest. 

deferentially: (adv) reverentially,  

submissively, reverently, dutifully, 
regardfully, obsequiously, meekly, 
appreciatively, approvingly, 
flatteringly, positively. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disapprovingly, irreverently, 
disobediently. 

ignorant: (adj) unconscious, unwitting, 
rude, illiterate, uneducated, blind, 
dull, unaware, uninformed, 
unlearned, innocent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conscious, versed, cultured, 
educated, informed, wary, literate,  

aware, polite. 
mantelpiece: (n) chimneypiece, 

mantlepiece, shelf, chimneybreast, 
blanket, cape, sill, clavy, curtain, 
drape, drapery. 

rotten: (adj, v) decayed, musty; (adj) 
foul, poor, fetid, lousy, putrid, off, ill, 
shabby, wretched. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, superior, unrotten, good, 
incorruptible, honest, lovely, fair, 
great, respectful. 

 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 218

Rafael’s, or whether even the water-mark was Rafael’s. The experts—some scores 
of them including the British Museum,—had affirmed that the drawing was 
worth a certain moiety of twelve shillings. On that point, also, Adams could offer 
no opinion, but he was clear that his education had profited by it to that extent—
his amusement even more.%

Art was a superb field for education, but at every turn he met the same old 
figure, like a battered and illegible signpost that ought to direct him to the next 
station but never did. There was no next station. All the art of a thousand—or ten 
thousand—years had brought England to stuff which Palgrave and Woolner 
brayed in their mortars; derided, tore in tatters, growled at, and howled at, and 
treated in terms beyond literary usage. Whistler had not yet made his 
appearance in London, but the others did quite as well. What result could a 
student reach from it? Once, on returning to London, dining with Stopford 
Brooke, some one asked Adams what impression the Royal Academy Exhibition 
made on him. With a little hesitation, he suggested that it was rather a chaos, 
which he meant for civility; but Stopford Brooke abruptly met it by asking 
whether chaos were not better than death. Truly the question was worth 
discussion. For his own part, Adams inclined to think that neither chaos nor 
death was an object to him as a searcher of knowledge—neither would have 
vogue in America—neither would help him to a career. Both of them led him 
away from his objects, into an English dilettante museum of scraps, with nothing 
but a wall-paper to unite them in any relation of sequence. Possibly English taste 
was one degree more fatal than English scholarship, but even this question was 
open to argument. Adams went to the sales and bought what he was told to buy; 
now a classical drawing by Rafael or Rubens; now a water-color by Girtin or 
Cotman, if possible unfinished because it was more likely to be a sketch from 
nature; and he bought them not because they went together—on the contrary, 
they made rather awkward spots on the wall as they did on the mind—but 
because he could afford to buy those, and not others. Ten pounds did not go far 
to buy a Michael Angelo, but was a great deal of money to a private secretary. 
The effect was spotty, fragmentary, feeble; and the more so because the British 
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dilettante: (n) dabbler, sciolist, 
virtuoso, connoisseur, trifler, layman, 
smatterer; (adj) amateurish, green, 
unversed; (adj, n) rookie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) professional; 
(adj) accomplished, skilled, gifted, 
finicky, expertly; (n) master, expert. 

dining: (n) feeding, eating; (v) eat. 
illegible: (adj) not legible, obscure, 

indecipherable, unclear, scrawled, 
paradoxical, blind, cramped, 
undecipherable, unreadable, hidden. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) legible, readable, 
clear. 

moiety: (n) mediety, portion, part, 
parcel, section, piece, bit, division, 
cut, class. 

scraps: (n) garbage, odds and ends, 
scrap, bits, food waste, leftover, trash, 
waste, oddments, leftovers, residue. 

signpost: (n) guidepost, sign, 
fingerpost, marker, handpost, 
fingerboard, indicator, pointer; (v) 
mark, label; (n, v) highlight. 

spotty: (adj) uneven, mottled, dappled, 
speckled, patchy, inconsistent, 
blotchy, greasy, thinly scattered, thin, 
rare. ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, 
consistent, uniform. 

tatters: (n) rags, clothing. 
tore: (v) tare; (n) moulding, molding. 
whistler: (n) Bucephela Clangula, 

goldeneye, hoary marmot, Marmota 
caligata, thickhead, flycatcher, James 
Abbott Mcneill whistler, duck, 
signaler, signaller, tattletale. 
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mind was constructed in that way—boasted of it, and held it to be true 
philosophy as well as sound method.%

What was worse, no one had a right to denounce the English as wrong. 
Artistically their mind was scrappy, and every one knew it, but perhaps thought 
itself, history, and nature, were scrappy, and ought to be studied so. Turning 
from British art to British literature, one met the same dangers. The historical 
school was a playground of traps and pitfalls. Fatally one fell into the sink of 
history—antiquarianism. For one who nourished a natural weakness for what 
was called history, the whole of British literature in the nineteenth century was 
antiquarianism or anecdotage, for no one except Buckle had tried to link it with 
ideas, and commonly Buckle was regarded as having failed. Macaulay was the 
English historian. Adams had the greatest admiration for Macaulay, but he felt 
that any one who should even distantly imitate Macaulay would perish in self-
contempt. One might as well imitate Shakespeare. Yet evidently something was 
wrong here, for the poet and the historian ought to have different methods, and 
Macaulay’s method ought to be imitable if it were sound; yet the method was 
more doubtful than the style. He was a dramatist; a painter; a poet, like Carlyle. 
This was the English mind, method, genius, or whatever one might call it; but 
one never could quite admit that the method which ended in Froude and 
Kinglake could be sound for America where passion and poetry were 
eccentricities. Both Froude and Kinglake, when one met them at dinner, were 
very agreeable, very intelligent; and perhaps the English method was right, and 
art fragmentary by essence. History, like everything else, might be a field of 
scraps, like the refuse about a Staffordshire iron-furnace. One felt a little natural 
reluctance to decline and fall like Silas Wegg on the golden dust-heap of British 
refuse; but if one must, one could at least expect a degree from Oxford and the 
respect of the Athenaeum Club. 

While drifting, after the war ended, many old American friends came abroad 
for a holiday, and among the rest, Dr. Palfrey, busy with his “History of New 
England.” Of all the relics of childhood, Dr. Palfrey was the most sympathetic, 
and perhaps the more so because he, too, had wandered into the pleasant 
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antiquarianism: (n) archaism. 
artistically: (adv) ingeniously, 

pleasingly, inventively, 
imaginatively, creatively, elegantly, 
originally, resourcefully, 
productively, innovatively, 
harmoniously. 

distantly: (adv) reservedly, aloofly, 
coldly, formally, coolly, frigidly, 
standoffishly, farly, removedly, 
vaguely, detachedly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) intimately, passionately, clearly, 

warmly, nearby, alertly. 
dramatist: (n) author, writer, 

mimographer, screenwriter, Ibsen, 
wilder, Vega, Shaw, Shakespearean, 
senecas, scribe. 

macaulay: (v) accomplish, achieve, 
effect, execute, Keble; (n) first baron 
Macaulay. 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 
go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
survive, live, appear. 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera. 

scrappy: (adj) bitty, incoherent, 
disconnected, sketchy, fragmentary, 
truculent, desultory, pugnacious, 
disjointed, combative, aggressive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) entire. 

traps: (n) rigging, gear, paraphernalia, 
suit, trappings, things, livery, 
harness, accouterment, caparison, 
trap. 
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meadows of antiquarianism, and had forgotten the world in his pursuit of the 
New England Puritan. Although America seemed becoming more and more 
indifferent to the Puritan except as a slightly rococo ornament, he was only the 
more amusing as a study for the Monkbarns of Boston Bay, and Dr. Palfrey took 
him seriously, as his clerical education required. His work was rather an 
Apologia in the Greek sense; a justification of the ways of God to Man, or, what 
was much the same thing, of Puritans to other men; and the task of justification 
was onerous enough to require the occasional relief of a contrast or scapegoat. 
When Dr. Palfrey happened on the picturesque but unpuritanic figure of Captain 
John Smith, he felt no call to beautify Smith’s picture or to defend his moral 
character; he became impartial and penetrating. The famous story of Pocahontas 
roused his latent New England scepticism. He suggested to Adams, who wanted 
to make a position for himself, that an article in the North American Review on 
Captain John Smith’s relations with Pocahontas would attract as much attention, 
and probably break as much glass, as any other stone that could be thrown by a 
beginner. Adams could suggest nothing better. The task seemed likely to be 
amusing. So he planted himself in the British Museum and patiently worked 
over all the material he could find, until, at last, after three or four months of 
labor, he got it in shape and sent it to Charles Norton, who was then editing the 
North American. Mr. Norton very civilly and even kindly accepted it. The article 
appeared in January, 1867.%

Surely, here was something to ponder over, as a step in education; something 
that tended to stagger a sceptic! In spite of personal wishes, intentions, and 
prejudices; in spite of civil wars and diplomatic education; in spite of 
determination to be actual, daily, and practical, Henry Adams found himself, at 
twenty-eight, still in English society, dragged on one side into English 
dilettantism, which of all dilettantism he held the most futile; and, on the other, 
into American antiquarianism, which of all antiquarianism he held the most 
foolish. This was the result of five years in London. Even then he knew it to be a 
false start. He had wholly lost his way. If he were ever to amount to anything, he 
must begin a new education, in a new place, with a new purpose. 
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civilly: (adv) politely, respectfully, 
graciously, complaisantly, urbanely, 
polishedly, considerately, 
domestically, genteelly, obligingly, 
refinedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
abruptly, uncivilly. 

dilettantism: (adj) sciolism, 
smattering, glimmering. 

penetrating: (adj) astute, sharp, 
cutting, discerning, incisive, piercing, 
perceptive, discriminating, trenchant; 
(adj, v) biting, acute. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) mild, soft, mellow, low, gentle, 
dull, dense. 

ponder: (v) meditate, consider, 
cogitate, deliberate, think, reflect, 
conceive, mull, mull over; (n, v) 
muse, study. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decide, wander, ignore. 

rococo: (adj) baroque, antiquated, 
obsolete, fancy, of other times, old-
fashioned, overornamented, 
flamboyant, gaudy, intricate, 
decorative. 

scapegoat: (n) whipping boy, hostage, 
victim; (v) jury rigging, pis aller, jury 
mast, locum tenens, dummy, shift, 
stopgap, warming pan. 

sceptic: (n) doubter, skeptic, atheist, 
pessimist, infidel, incredulous, 
distrustful, disbeliever, sceptical, 
unbeliever, skeptical. 

stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v) 
astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake, 
flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch; 
(adj, v) flabbergast. 
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CHAPTER  % XV  

 
DARWIN ISM  ( 1867 -1868 )  

 
 

POLITICS, diplomacy, law, art, and history had opened no outlet for future 
energy or effort, but a man must do something, even in Portland Place, when 
winter is dark and winter evenings are exceedingly long. At that moment 
Darwin was convulsing society. The geological champion of Darwin was Sir 
Charles Lyell, and the Lyells were intimate at the Legation. Sir Charles constantly 
said of Darwin, what Palgrave said of Tennyson, that the first time he came to 
town, Adams should be asked to meet him, but neither of them ever came to 
town, or ever cared to meet a young American, and one could not go to them 
because they were known to dislike intrusion. The only Americans who were 
not allowed to intrude were the half-dozen in the Legation. Adams was content 
to read Darwin, especially his “Origin of Species” and his “Voyage of the 
Beagle.” He was a Darwinist before the letter; a predestined follower of the tide; 
but he was hardly trained to follow Darwin’s evidences. Fragmentary the British 
mind might be, but in those days it was doing a great deal of work in a very un-
English way, building up so many and such vast theories on such narrow 
foundations as to shock the conservative, and delight the frivolous. The atomic 
theory; the correlation and conservation of energy; the mechanical theory of the 
universe; the kinetic theory of gases, and Darwin’s Law of Natural Selection, 
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follower: (n) backer, devotee, fan, 
admirer, adherent, cohort, apostle, 
partisan, believer, attendant; (adj) 
lover. ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, 
rebel, superior, disbeliever, cynic, 
leader. 

foundations: (n) fundamentals, 
foundation, practicalities, brass tacks, 
details. 

frivolous: (adj) empty, foolish, dizzy, 
petty, idle, light, flighty, 
unimportant, flippant, trivial,  

superficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
important, solemn, worthwhile, vital, 
weighty, staid, significant, sensible, 
responsible, crucial, heavy. 

geological: (adj) geologic, physical, 
geographical, geognostical, 
environmental, biological, ecological.

intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, 
encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, 
disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, 
butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard. 

intrusion: (n) infringement,  

encroachment, disturbance, 
interruption, inroad, trespass, 
invasion, violation, incursion, 
disruption, entry. 

kinetic: (adj) dynamic, energising, 
energizing, moving, energetic, 
motion, active, locomotive, brisk, 
bracing, dynamical. 

outlet: (n) market, egress, store, exit, 
opening, drain, emporium, way out, 
hole, issue, outfall. ANTONYM: (n) 
entrance. 
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were examples of what a young man had to take on trust. Neither he nor any one 
else knew enough to verify them; in his ignorance of mathematics, he was 
particularly helpless; but this never stood in his way. The ideas were new and 
seemed to lead somewhere—to some great generalization which would finish 
one’s clamor to be educated. That a beginner should understand them all, or 
believe them all, no one could expect, still less exact. Henry Adams was 
Darwinist because it was easier than not, for his ignorance exceeded belief, and 
one must know something in order to contradict even such triflers as Tyndall 
and Huxley.%

By rights, he should have been also a Marxist but some narrow trait of the 
New England nature seemed to blight socialism, and he tried in vain to make 
himself a convert. He did the next best thing; he became a Comteist, within the 
limits of evolution. He was ready to become anything but quiet. As though the 
world had not been enough upset in his time, he was eager to see it upset more. 
He had his wish, but he lost his hold on the results by trying to understand them. 

He never tried to understand Darwin; but he still fancied he might get the 
best part of Darwinism from the easier study of geology; a science which suited 
idle minds as well as though it were history. Every curate in England dabbled in 
geology and hunted for vestiges of Creation. Darwin hunted only for vestiges of 
Natural Selection, and Adams followed him, although he cared nothing about 
Selection, unless perhaps for the indirect amusement of upsetting curates. He 
felt, like nine men in ten, an instinctive belief in Evolution, but he felt no more 
concern in Natural than in unnatural Selection, though he seized with greediness 
the new volume on the “Antiquity of Man” which Sir Charles Lyell published in 
1863 in order to support Darwin by wrecking the Garden of Eden. Sir Charles 
next brought out, in 1866, a new edition of his “Principles,” then the highest text-
book of geology; but here the Darwinian doctrine grew in stature. Natural 
Selection led back to Natural Evolution, and at last to Natural Uniformity. This 
was a vast stride. Unbroken Evolution under uniform conditions pleased every 
one—except curates and bishops; it was the very best substitute for religion; a 
safe, conservative practical, thoroughly Common-Law deity. Such a working 
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blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, enhance, 
improve; (n) health, boon, bounty. 

curate: (n) rector, clergyman, minister, 
chaplain, pastor, Stipendiary curate, 
priest, vicar, incumbent, reverend, 
canon. 

dabbled: (adj) bespattered, 
besplashed, covered, covered 
patchily, spattered, splashed,  

splattered, splashy; (v) soggy. 
generalization: (n) generalisation, 

induction, idea, abstraction, 
dialectics, theorisation, theorization, 
learning, notion, concept, colligation. 
ANTONYM: (n) fact. 

greediness: (n) avarice, cupidity, 
covetousness, eagerness, gluttony, 
selfishness, avidity, miserliness, 
hunger, stinginess, voracity. 
ANTONYM: (n) moderation. 

verify: (v) corroborate, ascertain,  

confirm, check, prove, support, 
certify, validate, sustain; (n, v) 
establish, authenticate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) invalidate, discredit, refute, 
undermine. 

vestiges: (n) leftovers, relics, ruins, 
remnants, remainder. 

wrecking: (n) destruction, ruin, 
demolition, sabotage, devastation, 
laying waste, ruination, ruining, 
razing, demolishing, tearing down. 
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system for the universe suited a young man who had just helped to waste five or 
ten thousand million dollars and a million lives, more or less, to enforce unity 
and uniformity on people who objected to it; the idea was only too seductive in 
its perfection; it had the charm of art. Unity and Uniformity were the whole 
motive of philosophy, and if Darwin, like a true Englishman, preferred to back 
into it—to reach God a posteriori—rather than start from it, like Spinoza, the 
difference of method taught only the moral that the best way of reaching unity 
was to unite. Any road was good that arrived. Life depended on it. One had 
been, from the first, dragged hither and thither like a French poodle on a string, 
following always the strongest pull, between one form of unity or centralization 
and another. The proof that one had acted wisely because of obeying the 
primordial habit of nature flattered one’s self-esteem. Steady, uniform, unbroken 
evolution from lower to higher seemed easy. So, one day when Sir Charles came 
to the Legation to inquire about getting his “Principles” properly noticed in 
America, young Adams found nothing simpler than to suggest that he could do 
it himself if Sir Charles would tell him what to say. Youth risks such encounters 
with the universe before one succumbs to it, yet even he was surprised at Sir 
Charles’s ready assent, and still more so at finding himself, after half an hour’s 
conversation, sitting down to clear the minds of American geologists about the 
principles of their profession. This was getting on fast; Arthur Pendennis had 
never gone so far.%

The geologists were a hardy class, not likely to be much hurt by Adams’s 
learning, nor did he throw away much concern on their account. He undertook 
the task chiefly to educate, not them, but himself, and if Sir Isaac Newton had, 
like Sir Charles Lyell, asked him to explain for Americans his last edition of the 
“Principia,” Adams would have jumped at the chance. Unfortunately the mere 
reading such works for amusement is quite a different matter from studying 
them for criticism. Ignorance must always begin at the beginning. Adams must 
inevitably have begun by asking Sir Isaac for an intelligible reason why the apple 
fell to the ground. He did not know enough to be satisfied with the fact. The Law 
of Gravitation was so-and-so, but what was Gravitation? and he would have 
been thrown quite off his base if Sir Isaac had answered that he did not know. 
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centralization: (n) concentration, 
absorption, amalgamation, blending, 
union, integration, consolidation, 
centralism, coalescence, unification, 
synthesis. 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither. 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) question. 
ANTONYM: (v) answer. 

primordial: (adj, pref, v) primary; (adj) 

primeval, ancient, aboriginal, 
original, fundamental, early, first, 
primal, primaeval, prehistoric. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
contemporary. 

so-and-so: (n) somebody. 
thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 

point, in that respect, at that place, in 
that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 
remoter, succeeding, more distant. 

uniformity: (n) consistency, constancy, 
evenness, sameness, equality,  

monotony, regularity, similarity, 
order, identity, proportion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) variety, 
inconsistency, nonuniformity, 
variation, dissimilarity, unevenness. 

wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
recklessly, imprudently, immaturely, 
illogically. 
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At the very outset Adams struck on Sir Charles’s Glacial Theory or theories. 
He was ignorant enough to think that the glacial epoch looked like a chasm 
between him and a uniformitarian world. If the glacial period were uniformity, 
what was catastrophe? To him the two or three labored guesses that Sir Charles 
suggested or borrowed to explain glaciation were proof of nothing, and were 
quite unsolid as support for so immense a superstructure as geological 
uniformity. If one were at liberty to be as lax in science as in theology, and to 
assume unity from the start, one might better say so, as the Church did, and not 
invite attack by appearing weak in evidence. Naturally a young man, altogether 
ignorant, could not say this to Sir Charles Lyell or Sir Isaac Newton; but he was 
forced to state Sir Charles’s views, which he thought weak as hypotheses and 
worthless as proofs. Sir Charles himself seemed shy of them. Adams hinted his 
heresies in vain. At last he resorted to what he thought the bold experiment of 
inserting a sentence in the text, intended to provoke correction. “The 
introduction [by Louis Agassiz] of this new geological agent seemed at first sight 
inconsistent with Sir Charles’s argument, obliging him to allow that causes had 
in fact existed on the earth capable of producing more violent geological changes 
than would be possible in our own day.” The hint produced no effect. Sir Charles 
said not a word; he let the paragraph stand; and Adams never knew whether the 
great Uniformitarian was strict or lax in his uniformitarian creed; but he 
doubted.%

Objections fatal to one mind are futile to another, and as far as concerned the 
article, the matter ended there, although the glacial epoch remained a misty 
region in the young man’s Darwinism. Had it been the only one, he would not 
have fretted about it; but uniformity often worked queerly and sometimes did 
not work as Natural Selection at all. Finding himself at a loss for some single 
figure to illustrate the Law of Natural Selection, Adams asked Sir Charles for the 
simplest case of uniformity on record. Much to his surprise Sir Charles told him 
that certain forms, like Terebratula, appeared to be identical from the beginning 
to the end of geological time. Since this was altogether too much uniformity and 
much too little selection, Adams gave up the attempt to begin at the beginning, 
and tried starting at the end—himself. Taking for granted that the vertebrates 
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borrowed: (adj) foreign, rubato, 
secondary. 

catastrophe: (n) disaster, adversity, 
tragedy, cataclysm, misfortune, bale, 
denouement, misery, misadventure, 
woe, finale. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
miracle, wonder, success. 

glacial: (adj) arctic, frigid, freezing, 
frosty, frozen, gelid, polar, chilly, 
wintry, chilling; (adj, v) icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) warm, friendly, 
tropical, torrid. 

glaciation: (n) geological process, ice 
flood, cold. 

hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique. 

misty: (adj) hazy, foggy, cloudy, 
brumous, dim, indistinct, nebulous, 
fuzzy, dark, dull, blurred. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct. 

provoke: (n, v) excite; (v) defy, offend, 
enrage, anger, irritate, arouse, kindle, 
inflame, invite, get. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, soothe, mollify, deter, inhibit, 

dampen, arbitrate, allay, defuse, 
discourage, douse. 

queerly: (adv) curiously, funnily, 
fishily, strangely, peculiarly, 
singularly, comically, fantasticly, 
fantastically, funny, suspiciously. 

simplest: (adj) rudimentary. 
superstructure: (n) structure, work 

done, building, road pavement, 
trailer body, superstruction, side 
frame, pavement, ne plus ultra, fait 
accompli, edifice. 
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would serve his purpose, he asked Sir Charles to introduce him to the first 
vertebrate. Infinitely to his bewilderment, Sir Charles informed him that the first 
vertebrate was a very respectable fish, among the earliest of all fossils, which had 
lived, and whose bones were still reposing, under Adams’s own favorite Abbey 
on Wenlock Edge.%

By this time, in 1867 Adams had learned to know Shropshire familiarly, and 
it was the part of his diplomatic education which he loved best. Like Catherine 
Olney in “Northanger Abbey,” he yearned for nothing so keenly as to feel at 
home in a thirteenth-century Abbey, unless it were to haunt a fifteenth-century 
Prior’s House, and both these joys were his at Wenlock. With companions or 
without, he never tired of it. Whether he rode about the Wrekin, or visited all the 
historical haunts from Ludlow Castle and Stokesay to Boscobel and Uriconium; 
or followed the Roman road or scratched in the Abbey ruins, all was amusing 
and carried a flavor of its own like that of the Roman Campagna; but perhaps he 
liked best to ramble over the Edge on a summer afternoon and look across the 
Marches to the mountains of Wales. The peculiar flavor of the scenery has 
something to do with absence of evolution; it was better marked in Egypt: it was 
felt wherever time-sequences became interchangeable. One’s instinct abhors 
time. As one lay on the slope of the Edge, looking sleepily through the summer 
haze towards Shrewsbury or Cader Idris or Caer Caradoc or Uriconium, nothing 
suggested sequence. The Roman road was twin to the railroad; Uriconium was 
well worth Shrewsbury; Wenlock and Buildwas were far superior to Bridgnorth. 
The shepherds of Caractacus or Offa, or the monks of Buildwas, had they 
approached where he lay in the grass, would have taken him only for another 
and tamer variety of Welsh thief. They would have seen little to surprise them in 
the modern landscape unless it were the steam of a distant railway. One might 
mix up the terms of time as one liked, or stuff the present anywhere into the past, 
measuring time by Falstaff’s Shrewsbury clock, without violent sense of wrong, 
as one could do it on the Pacific Ocean; but the triumph of all was to look south 
along the Edge to the abode of one’s earliest ancestor and nearest relative, the 
ganoid fish, whose name, according to Professor Huxley, was Pteraspis, a cousin 
of the sturgeon, and whose kingdom, according to Sir Roderick Murchison, was 
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abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. 

flavor: (n) relish, tang, smell, aroma, 
salt; (n, v) taste, flavour, smack; (v) 
spice, season, sauce. ANTONYMS: 
(n) staleness, blandness, emptiness. 

ganoid: (n) bowfin, dogfish, teleostan, 
teleost, ganoid fish, sturgeon, 
paddlefish, grindle, garpike, garfish; 
(adj) ganoidal. 

interchangeable: (adj, v) commutative, 

reciprocal, mutual; (adj) 
exchangeable, identical, replaceable, 
synonymous, complementary, staple, 
marketable; (v) intercurrent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incompatible, 
distinguishable. 

ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 
wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle. 

reposing: (adj) calm, asleep. 
sleepily: (adv) drowsily, slowly,  

somnolently, lethargically, lazily, 
sluggishly, dreamily, tiredly, 
indolently, torpidly, languorously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) vigorously. 

sturgeon: (n) hausen, ganoid fish, 
ganoid. 

tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler. 
vertebrate: (adj, n) vertebral; (n) 

vertebra, Vertebrata, fetus, amniote, 
craniate, reptile, tetrapod, foetus, 
Amniota; (adj) vertebrated. 
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called Siluria. Life began and ended there. Behind that horizon lay only the 
Cambrian, without vertebrates or any other organism except a few shell-fish. On 
the further verge of the Cambrian rose the crystalline rocks from which every 
trace of organic existence had been erased.%

That here, on the Wenlock Edge of time, a young American, seeking only 
frivolous amusement, should find a legitimate parentage as modern as though 
just caught in the Severn below, astonished him as much as though he had found 
Darwin himself. In the scale of evolution, one vertebrate was as good as another. 
For anything he, or any one else, knew, nine hundred and ninety nine parts of 
evolution out of a thousand lay behind or below the Pteraspis . To an American 
in search of a father, it mattered nothing whether the father breathed through 
lungs, or walked on fins, or on feet. Evolution of mind was altogether another 
matter and belonged to another science, but whether one traced descent from the 
shark or the wolf was immaterial even in morals. This matter had been 
discussed for ages without scientific result. La Fontaine and other fabulists 
maintained that the wolf, even in morals, stood higher than man; and in view of 
the late civil war, Adams had doubts of his own on the facts of moral 
evolution:— 

 
“Tout bien considéré, je te soutiens en somme,  

Que scelerat pour scélérat,  
Il vaut mieux être un loup qu’un homme.” 

 
It might well be! At all events, it did not enter into the problem of Pteraspis, 

for it was quite certain that no complete proof of Natural Selection had occurred 
back to the time of Pteraspis, and that before Pteraspis was eternal void. No trace 
of any vertebrate had been found there; only starfish, shell-fish, polyps, or 
trilobites whose kindly descendants he had often bathed with, as a child on the 
shores of Quincy Bay. 

That Pteraspis and shark were his cousins, great-uncles, or grandfathers, in 
no way troubled him, but that either or both of them should be older than 
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bathed: (adj) sweaty. 
crystalline: (adj) limpid, transparent, 

lucid, crystal, serene, pellucid, crystal 
clear, vitreous, translucent, 
perspicuous; (v) crystallizable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noncrystalline. 

descendants: (n) children, progeny, 
descent, offspring, issue, seed, 
lineage, family, brood, race, young. 

fins: (n) flippers, flipper, cinque. 
immaterial: (adj) insignificant, 

inconsequential, irrelevant,  

disembodied, incorporeal, trivial, 
bodiless, spiritual, unimportant, 
extraneous, psychic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) significant, material, corporeal, 
physical, tangible, important. 

parentage: (n) family, extraction, 
origin, descent, ancestry, lineage, 
stock, birth, pedigree, kinship, 
bloodline. 

polyps: (n) jellyfishes, hydras, corals, 
Coelenterata, Cnidaria, phylum 
Cnidaria. 

shark: (n) cheat, swindler, crook, 
charlatan, hammerhead, monkfish, 
dogfish, con artist, harpy, trickster, 
thug. 

shores: (n) coast, seaboard, seashore, 
shoreline. ANTONYM: (n) interior. 

somme: (n) Somme River. 
starfish: (n) asteroid, sea star, asterids, 

stellerid, crossfish, asteridian, 
echinoderm. 

traced: (adj) graphic. 
vaut: (n, v) leap. 
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evolution itself seemed to him perplexing; nor could he at all simplify the 
problem by taking the sudden back-somersault into Quincy Bay in search of the 
fascinating creature he had called a horseshoe, whose huge dome of shell and 
sharp spur of tail had so alarmed him as a child. In Siluria, he understood, Sir 
Roderick Murchison called the horseshoe a Limulus, which helped nothing. 
Neither in the Limulus nor in the Terebratula, nor in the Cestracion Philippi,any 
more than in the Pteraspis, could one conceive an ancestor, but, if one must, the 
choice mattered little. Cousinship had limits but no one knew enough to fix 
them. When the vertebrate vanished in Siluria, it disappeared instantly and 
forever. Neither vertebra nor scale nor print reappeared, nor any trace of ascent 
or descent to a lower type. The vertebrate began in the Ludlow shale, as 
complete as Adams himself—in some respects more so—at the top of the column 
of organic evolution: and geology offered no sort of proof that he had ever been 
anything else. Ponder over it as he might, Adams could see nothing in the theory 
of Sir Charles but pure inference, precisely like the inference of Paley, that, if one 
found a watch, one inferred a maker. He could detect no more evolution in life 
since the Pteraspis than he could detect it in architecture since the Abbey. All he 
could prove was change. Coal-power alone asserted evolution—of power—and 
only by violence could be forced to assert selection of type.%

All this seemed trivial to the true Darwinian, and to Sir Charles it was mere 
defect in the geological record. Sir Charles labored only to heap up the evidences 
of evolution; to cumulate them till the mass became irresistible. With that 
purpose, Adams gladly studied and tried to help Sir Charles, but, behind the 
lesson of the day, he was conscious that, in geology as in theology, he could 
prove only Evolution that did not evolve; Uniformity that was not uniform; and 
Selection that did not select. To other Darwinians—except Darwin—Natural 
Selection seemed a dogma to be put in the place of the Athanasian creed; it was a 
form of religious hope; a promise of ultimate perfection. Adams wished no 
better; he warmly sympathized in the object; but when he came to ask himself 
what he truly thought, he felt that he had no Faith; that whenever the next new 
hobby should be brought out, he should surely drop off from Darwinism like a 
monkey from a perch; that the idea of one Form, Law, Order, or Sequence had 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ancestor: (n) forerunner, forefather, 
parent, father, precursor, antecedent, 
forebear, forbear, prototype, ancestry, 
ascendant. ANTONYMS: (n) 
descendant, successor, offspring, 
progeny. 

cumulate: (v) conglomerate, amass, 
pile up, gather, garner, backlog, 
accrete, increase, store, lay up, drift. 

horseshoe: (n) bow, arc, arch, carve, 
crescent, arcade, loop, curve, brake 
shoe, lunule, vault. 

inferred: (adj) subtle, tacit, assumed, 
incidental, latent, unsaid, unspoken, 
understood, contingent, implied, 
derivative. ANTONYM: (adj) explicit.

monkey: (n) imp, primate, scamp, 
rascal, battering ram; (v) tinker, 
meddle, tamper, trifle, cuckoo, echo. 

perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, settle, 
sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) lodge, 
abide, dwell; (n) pole. 

shale: (n) sedimentary rock, schist, 
bedded clay, argillite, oil shale. 

simplify: (v) reduce, facilitate, ease, 
clarify, oversimplify, abridge, 
streamline, reorganize, reduce 
physically, scale down; (adj, v) 
popularize. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complicate, specify, confuse. 

vertebra: (n) vertebrate, vertebral 
column, os, osteocomma, neck bone, 
osteomere, spondyle, caudal 
vertebra, vertebre, dorsal vertebra, 
coccygeal vertebra. 
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no more value for him than the idea of none; that what he valued most was 
Motion, and that what attracted his mind was Change.%

Psychology was to him a new study, and a dark corner of education. As he 
lay on Wenlock Edge, with the sheep nibbling the grass close about him as they 
or their betters had nibbled the grass—or whatever there was to nibble—in the 
Silurian kingdom of Pteraspis, he seemed to have fallen on an evolution far more 
wonderful than that of fishes. He did not like it; he could not account for it; and 
he determined to stop it. Never since the days of his Limulus ancestry had any of 
his ascendants thought thus. Their modes of thought might be many, but their 
thought was one. Out of his millions of millions of ancestors, back to the 
Cambrian mollusks, every one had probably lived and died in the illusion of 
Truths which did not amuse him, and which had never changed. Henry Adams 
was the first in an infinite series to discover and admit to himself that he really 
did not care whether truth was, or was not, true. He did not even care that it 
should be proved true, unless the process were new and amusing. He was a 
Darwinian for fun. 

From the beginning of history, this attitude had been branded as criminal—
worse than crime—sacrilege! Society punished it ferociously and justly, in self-
defence. Mr. Adams, the father, looked on it as moral weakness; it annoyed him; 
but it did not annoy him nearly so much as it annoyed his son, who had no need 
to learn from Hamlet the fatal effect of the pale cast of thought on enterprises 
great or small. He had no notion of letting the currents of his action be turned 
awry by this form of conscience. To him, the current of his time was to be his 
current, lead where it might. He put psychology under lock and key; he insisted 
on maintaining his absolute standards; on aiming at ultimate Unity. The mania 
for handling all the sides of every question, looking into every window, and 
opening every door, was, as Bluebeard judiciously pointed out to his wives, fatal 
to their practical usefulness in society. One could not stop to chase doubts as 
though they were rabbits. One had no time to paint and putty the surface of Law, 
even though it were cracked and rotten. For the young men whose lives were 
cast in the generation between 1867 and 1900, Law should be Evolution from 
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ancestry: (n) origin, descent, birth, 
derivation, extraction, family, 
pedigree, lineage, line, heredity, 
breed. ANTONYMS: (n) descendants, 
posterity. 

awry: (adj, adv) askew, crooked; (adj) 
erroneous, bent, deformed, distorted, 
incorrect, wry, wrong; (adv) skew; (v) 
irregular. ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
right, aligned, even. 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata,  

birds. 
judiciously: (adv) prudently, 

sagaciously, shrewdly, discreetly, 
discerningly, politically, cautiously, 
logically, rationally, sensibly, 
soundly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
foolishly, injudiciously, unwisely, 
illogically, imprudently. 

mania: (n) passion, craze, delirium, 
fad, fury, enthusiasm, rage, 
obsession; (adj, n) insanity, lunacy, 
madness. 

nibbling: (n) rate cutting, feeding, 
eating. 

putty: (n) cement, paste, glue, lute, 
mastic, filler, solder, gum, stucco, tin 
oxide; (v) apply. 

self-defence: (n) self-defense. 
usefulness: (n) utility, service, benefit, 

convenience, practicality, avail, 
helpfulness, effectiveness, efficacy, 
value; (adj, n) worth. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inefficiency, inutility, clumsiness, 
insignificance. 
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lower to higher, aggregation of the atom in the mass, concentration of 
multiplicity in unity, compulsion of anarchy in order; and he would force 
himself to follow wherever it led, though he should sacrifice five thousand 
millions more in money, and a million more lives.%

As the path ultimately led, it sacrificed much more than this; but at the time, 
he thought the price he named a high one, and he could not foresee that science 
and society would desert him in paying it. He, at least, took his education as a 
Darwinian in good faith. The Church was gone, and Duty was dim, but Will 
should take its place, founded deeply in interest and law. This was the result of 
five or six years in England; a result so British as to be almost the equivalent of 
an Oxford degree. 

Quite serious about it, he set to work at once. While confusing his ideas about 
geology to the apparent satisfaction of Sir Charles who left him his field-compass 
in token of it, Adams turned resolutely to business, and attacked the burning 
question of specie payments. His principles assured him that the honest way to 
resume payments was to restrict currency. He thought he might win a name 
among financiers and statesmen at home by showing how this task had been 
done by England, after the classical suspension of 1797-1821. Setting himself to 
the study of this perplexed period, he waded as well as he could through a 
morass of volumes, pamphlets, and debates, until he learned to his confusion 
that the Bank of England itself and all the best British financial writers held that 
restriction was a fatal mistake, and that the best treatment of a debased currency 
was to let it alone, as the Bank had in fact done. Time and patience were the 
remedies. 

The shock of this discovery to his financial principles was serious; much more 
serious than the shock of the Terebratula and Pteraspis to his principles of 
geology. A mistake about Evolution was not fatal; a mistake about specie 
payments would destroy forever the last hope of employment in State Street. Six 
months of patient labor would be thrown away if he did not publish, and with it 
his whole scheme of making himself a position as a practical man-of-business. If 
he did publish, how could he tell virtuous bankers in State Street that moral and 
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aggregation: (n) accumulation, heap, 
congregation, agglomeration, lot, 
pile, corpus, assembly, group, 
collection; (n, v) assemblage. 

anarchy: (n) chaos, confusion, 
disorder, disarrangement, 
pandemonium, disturbance, upset, 
misrule, riot, mess, anarchism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) organization, rule, 
lawfulness. 

atom: (n) grain, speck, molecule, 
particle, mite, bit, mote, monad,  

crumb, corpuscle, iota. 
compulsion: (n) force, enforcement, 

urge, constraint, pressure, restraint, 
necessity, duress, obligation, 
requirement, oppression. 
ANTONYMS: (n) persuasion, 
coaxing, disinclination. 

debased: (adj) degraded, low, 
adulterated, base, degenerate, 
depraved, debauched, decadent, 
perverted, corrupted, impure. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moral. 

foresee: (v) expect, forecast, anticipate, 
envisage, previse, foreknow, 
prophesy, provide, foresaw, predict, 
see. 

morass: (n) bog, swamp, quagmire, 
mire, fen, marish, moss, sump, 
sludge, tangle, mud. 

specie: (n) currency, cash, mintage, 
coinage, money, piece, hard cash, 
metal money, circulating medium, 
sort, species. 
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absolute principles of abstract truth, such as theirs, had nothing to do with the 
matter, and that they had better let it alone? Geologists, naturally a humble and 
helpless class, might not revenge impertinences offered to their science; but 
capitalists never forgot or forgave.%

With labor and caution he made one long article on British Finance in 1816, 
and another on the Bank Restriction of 1797-1821, and, doing both up in one 
package, he sent it to the North American for choice. He knew that two heavy, 
technical, financial studies thus thrown at an editor’s head, would probably 
return to crush the author; but the audacity of youth is more sympathetic—when 
successful—than his ignorance. The editor accepted both. 

When the post brought his letter, Adams looked at it as though he were a 
debtor who had begged for an extension. He read it with as much relief as the 
debtor, if it had brought him the loan. The letter gave the new writer literary 
rank. Henceforward he had the freedom of the press. These articles, following 
those on Pocahontas and Lyell, enrolled him on the permanent staff of the North 
American Review . Precisely what this rank was worth, no one could say; but, for 
fifty years the North American Review had been the stage coach which carried 
literary Bostonians to such distinction as they had achieved. Few writers had 
ideas which warranted thirty pages of development, but for such as thought they 
had, the Review alone offered space. An article was a small volume which 
required at least three months’ work, and was paid, at best, five dollars a page. 
Not many men even in England or France could write a good thirty-page article, 
and practically no one in America read them; but a few score of people, mostly in 
search of items to steal, ran over the pages to extract an idea or a fact, which was 
a sort of wild game—a bluefish or a teal—worth anywhere from fifty cents to 
five dollars. Newspaper writers had their eye on quarterly pickings. The 
circulation of the Review had never exceeded three or four hundred copies, and 
the Review had never paid its reasonable expenses. Yet it stood at the head of 
American literary periodicals; it was a source of suggestion to cheaper workers; it 
reached far into societies that never knew its existence; it was an organ worth 
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bluefish: (n) percoid. 
crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; (v) 

beat, break, compress, conquer, 
stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, 
stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, 
compliment, expand, resist, submit, 
smooth. 

enrolled: (adj) listed, conscript. 
helpless: (adj, v) forlorn, destitute, 

abandoned; (adj) powerless, weak, 
defenseless, disabled, impotent,  

feeble, hopeless, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
independent, capable, invulnerable, 
armed, powerful, impervious. 

henceforward: (adv) in future, from 
now on, from this time on, from this 
moment on, after this. 

humble: (v) demean, humiliate, 
mortify; (n, v) disgrace, debase; (adj, 
n, v) abase; (adj) base, lowly, 
unassuming, docile, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impressive,  

arrogant, haughty, imposing, 
conceited, pompous, snooty, 
overbearing, presumptuous, proud, 
exalted. 

pickings: (n) plunder, booty, swag, 
prize, spoils, spoil, net profit; (v) 
earnings, innings, winnings, profit. 

quarterly: (n) quarterlies, periodical, 
series, journal, period, glossy 
magazine, monthly, paper, 
publication; (adv) every quarter; (adj) 
trimestrial. 
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playing on; and, in the fancy of Henry Adams, it led, in some indistinct future, to 
playing on a New York daily newspaper.%

With the editor’s letter under his eyes, Adams asked himself what better he 
could have done. On the whole, considering his helplessness, he thought he had 
done as well as his neighbors. No one could yet guess which of his 
contemporaries was most likely to play a part in the great world. A shrewd 
prophet in Wall Street might perhaps have set a mark on Pierpont Morgan, but 
hardly on the Rockefellers or William C. Whitney or Whitelaw Reid. No one 
would have picked out William McKinley or John Hay or Mark Hanna for great 
statesmen. Boston was ignorant of the careers in store for Alexander Agassiz and 
Henry Higginson. Phillips Brooks was unknown; Henry James was unheard; 
Howells was new; Richardson and LaFarge were struggling for a start. Out of 
any score of names and reputations that should reach beyond the century, the 
thirty-years-old who were starting in the year 1867 could show none that was so 
far in advance as to warrant odds in its favor. The army men had for the most 
part fallen to the ranks. Had Adams foreseen the future exactly as it came, he 
would have been no wiser, and could have chosen no better path. 

Thus it turned out that the last year in England was the pleasantest. He was 
already old in society, and belonged to the Silurian horizon. The Prince of Wales 
had come. Mr. Disraeli, Lord Stanley, and the future Lord Salisbury had thrown 
into the background the memories of Palmerston and Russell. Europe was 
moving rapidly, and the conduct of England during the American Civil War was 
the last thing that London liked to recall. The revolution since 1861 was nearly 
complete, and, for the first time in history, the American felt himself almost as 
strong as an Englishman. He had thirty years to wait before he should feel 
himself stronger. Meanwhile even a private secretary could afford to be happy. 
His old education was finished; his new one was not begun; he still loitered a 
year, feeling himself near the end of a very long, anxious, tempestuous, 
successful voyage, with another to follow, and a summer sea between. 

He made what use he could of it. In February, 1868, he was back in Rome 
with his friend Milnes Gaskell. For another season he wandered on horseback 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

helplessness: (n) powerlessness, 
defenselessness, dependence, 
impotency, impotence, inability, 
impuissance, incapability, incapacity, 
defencelessness, failing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, capacity, 
strength. 

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, inarticulate, 
faint, dull, fuzzy, indeterminate, 
hazy, neutral; (adj, n) confused, 
cloudy, dark. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clear, slight, separate, certain, precise, 

audible, strong, definite. 
prophet: (n) augur, oracle, vaticinator, 

seer, predictor, diviner, forecaster, 
visionary, foreteller, priest, 
clairvoyant. 

shrewd: (adj) sharp, astute, keen, 
piercing, clever, cunning, bright; (adj, 
v) sagacious, knowing, crafty, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
gullible, naive, soft, candid, dim, 
innocent, guileless, obtuse, 
indiscriminate. 

tempestuous: (adj, n) rough, 
boisterous, severe; (adj) raging, 
furious, wild, angry, windy, fierce, 
gusty; (adj, v) turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, moderate, 
relaxed. 

unheard: (adj) aspirated, atonic, deaf, 
indistinct, involving surds, nonvocal, 
radical, sharp, silent, surd, irrational. 

whitney: (n) Eli Whitney, mount 
Whitney. 
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over %the campagna or on foot through the Rome of the middle ages, and sat 
once more on the steps of Ara Coeli, as had become with him almost a 
superstition, like the waters of the fountain of Trevi. Rome was still tragic and 
solemn as ever, with its mediaeval society, artistic, literary, and clerical, taking 
itself as seriously as in the days of Byron and Shelley. The long ten years of 
accidental education had changed nothing for him there. He knew no more in 
1868 than in 1858. He had learned nothing whatever that made Rome more 
intelligible to him, or made life easier to handle. The case was no better when he 
got back to London and went through his last season. London had become his 
vice. He loved his haunts, his houses, his habits, and even his hansom cabs. He 
loved growling like an Englishman, and going into society where he knew not a 
face, and cared not a straw. He lived deep into the lives and loves and 
disappointments of his friends. When at last he found himself back again at 
Liverpool, his heart wrenched by the act of parting, he moved mechanically, 
unstrung, but he had no more acquired education than when he first trod the 
steps of the Adelphi Hotel in November, 1858. He could see only one great 
change, and this was wholly in years. Eaton Hall no longer impressed his 
imagination; even the architecture of Chester roused but a sleepy interest; he felt 
no sensation whatever in the atmosphere of the British peerage, but mainly an 
habitual dislike to most of the people who frequented their country houses; he 
had become English to the point of sharing their petty social divisions, their 
dislikes and prejudices against each other; he took England no longer with the 
awe of American youth, but with the habit of an old and rather worn suit of 
clothes. As far as he knew, this was all that Englishmen meant by social 
education, but in any case it was all the education he had gained from seven 
years in London. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

divisions: (n) contents. 
fountain: (n, v) fount, well; (n) jet, 

font, source, reservoir, origin, 
derivation, repository, root, squirt. 

growling: (adj) grunting, doggish, 
churlish, brutal, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, peevish; (n) scowling, 
glowering. 

mechanically: (adv) mechanistically, 
instinctively, routinely, involuntarily, 
industrially, unconsciously, 
automaticly, intuitively, impulsively, 

technically, technologically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) manually, 
consciously. 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion. 

sleepy: (adj) drowsy, dozy, slow, lazy, 
hypnotic, inactive, comatose, dull, 
heavy, dreamy; (adv) asleep.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) awake, energetic, 
vigorous, clear, lively, refreshed. 

superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, superstitious 
notion, lore, folklore, fanaticism, 
fallacy, belief, magic. ANTONYMS: 
(n) science, truth. 

unstrung: (adj) nervous, asthenic, 
discomposed, overwrought, 
adynamic; (v) weakly. 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened. 
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CHAPTER  XV I  

 
THE  PR ESS  ( 1868 )  

 
 

AT ten o’clock of a July night, in heat that made the tropical rain-shower 
simmer, the Adams family and the Motley family clambered down the side of 
their Cunard steamer into the government tugboat, which set them ashore in 
black darkness at the end of some North River pier. Had they been Tyrian 
traders of the year B.C. 1000 landing from a galley fresh from Gibraltar, they 
could hardly have been stranger on the shore of a world, so changed from what 
it had been ten years before. The historian of the Dutch, no longer historian but 
diplomatist, started up an unknown street, in company with the private secretary 
who had become private citizen, in search of carriages to convey the two parties 
to the Brevoort House. The pursuit was arduous but successful. Towards 
midnight they found shelter once more in their native land.%

How much its character had changed or was changing, they could not wholly 
know, and they could but partly feel. For that matter, the land itself knew no 
more than they. Society in America was always trying, almost as blindly as an 
earthworm, to realize and understand itself; to catch up with its own head, and 
to twist about in search of its tail. Society offered the profile of a long, straggling 
caravan, stretching loosely towards the prairies, its few score of leaders far in 
advance and its millions of immigrants, negroes, and Indians far in the rear, 
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ashore: (adv, pron) aground; (adj) 
beached, stranded; (adv) aland, on 
land, onto land, toward land. 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, blindfold, 
unsightedly, inconsiderately, 
ignorantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sensibly, carefully, considerately, 
purposely. 

caravan: (n) camper, carriage, van, 
trailer, motor home, camping bus,  

column; (n, v) procession; (v) cortege, 
file, cavalcade. ANTONYM: (n) 
individual. 

carriages: (n) carriage. 
earthworm: (n) crawler, dew worm, 

oligochaete, worm, night crawler, red 
worm, fishing worm, dewworm, 
nightcrawler, wiggler, fishworm. 

galley: (n) cookhouse, caboose, cuddy, 
galleyfoist, vessel, watercraft, proof, 
kitchen, slice, trireme. 

pier: (n) breakwater, dock, jetty,  

harbour, pillar, quay, mole, column, 
landing-stage, levee, harbor. 

simmer: (adj, v) boil, seethe, stew; (v) 
cook, parboil, fizz, bubble, scald, 
foam, digest, bake. 

straggling: (adj) rambling, straggly, 
spread, few, trailing, untidy, 
vagabond, sprawly, sprawled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) compact. 

tugboat: (n) towboat, boat, tower, tow 
boat, pillar, jerk, column. 
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somewhere in archaic time. It enjoyed the vast advantage over Europe that all 
seemed, for the moment, to move in one direction, while Europe wasted most of 
its energy in trying several contradictory movements at once; but whenever 
Europe or Asia should be polarized or oriented towards the same point, America 
might easily lose her lead. Meanwhile each newcomer needed to slip into a place 
as near the head of the caravan as possible, and needed most to know where the 
leaders could be found. One could divine pretty nearly where the force lay, since 
the last ten years had given to the great mechanical energies—coal, iron, steam—
a distinct superiority in power over the old industrial elements—agriculture, 
handwork, and learning; but the result of this revolution on a survivor from the 
fifties resembled the action of the earthworm; he twisted about, in vain, to 
recover his starting-point; he could no longer see his own trail; he had become an 
estray; a flotsam or jetsam of wreckage; a belated reveller, or a scholar-gipsy 
like Matthew Arnold’s. His world was dead. Not a Polish Jew fresh from 
Warsaw or Cracow—not a furtive Yacoob or Ysaac still reeking of the Ghetto, 
snarling a weird Yiddish to the officers of the customs—but had a keener 
instinct, an intenser energy, and a freer hand than he—American of Americans, 
with Heaven knew how many Puritans and Patriots behind him, and an 
education that had cost a civil war. He made no complaint and found no fault 
with his time; he was no worse off than the Indians or the buffalo who had been 
ejected from their heritage by his own people; but he vehemently insisted that 
he was not himself at fault. The defeat was not due to him, nor yet to any 
superiority of his rivals. He had been unfairly forced out of the track, and must 
get back into it as best he could.%

One comfort he could enjoy to the full. Little as he might be fitted for the 
work that was before him, he had only to look at his father and Motley to see 
figures less fitted for it than he. All were equally survivals from the forties—bric-
a-brac from the time of Louis Philippe; stylists; doctrinaires; ornaments that had 
been more or less suited to the colonial architecture, but which never had much 
value in Desbrosses Street or Fifth Avenue. They could scarcely have earned five 
dollars a day in any modern industry. The men who commanded high pay were 
as a rule not ornamental. Even Commodore Vanderbilt and Jay Gould lacked 
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belated: (adj) late, tardy, behindhand, 
slow, overdue, benighted, delayed, 
posthumous, too late, untimely; (adj, 
adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prompt, early, punctual, timely, 
premature. 

ejected: (adj) evicted, dispossessed. 
flotsam: (n) wreckage, debris. 
furtive: (adj) covert, stealthy, 

surreptitious, secretive, concealed, 
latent, cryptic, sneaky, backstairs, 
secret, underhanded. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) blatant, aboveboard, obvious, 
overt, honest. 

handwork: (n) handcraft, handicraft, 
manual, manual labor. 

jetsam: (adj) waif; (n) wreckage, 
refuse, debris, driftwood. 

keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 
repeater. 

oriented: (adj) directed, destined, 
sloping, aimed, leaning, slanting, 
sane, tilting. 

reveller: (n) merrymaker, roisterer,  

celebrant, celebrater, celebrator. 
snarling: (n) grumbling; (adj) cynic 

cycle, malicious, irritable, malignant, 
cynical, snappish, curst, currish, 
froward, mischievous. 

vehemently: (adj, adv) ardently; (adv) 
violently, zealously, strongly, 
fervently, passionately, ferociously, 
fervidly, keenly, intensely, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, gently, 
impassively. 
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social charm. Doubtless the country needed ornament—needed it very badly 
indeed—but it needed energy still more, and capital most of all, for its supply 
was ridiculously out of proportion to its wants. On the new scale of power, 
merely to make the continent habitable for civilized people would require an 
immediate outlay that would have bankrupted the world. As yet, no portion of 
the world except a few narrow stretches of western Europe had ever been 
tolerably provided with the essentials of comfort and convenience; to fit out an 
entire continent with roads and the decencies of life would exhaust the credit of 
the entire planet. Such an estimate seemed outrageous to a Texan member of 
Congress who loved the simplicity of nature’s noblemen; but the mere 
suggestion that a sun existed above him would outrage the self-respect of a 
deep-sea fish that carried a lantern on the end of its nose. From the moment that 
railways were introduced, life took on extravagance.%

Thus the belated reveller who landed in the dark at the Desbrosses Street 
ferry, found his energies exhausted in the effort to see his own length. The new 
Americans, of whom he was to be one, must, whether they were fit or unfit, 
create a world of their own, a science, a society, a philosophy, a universe, where 
they had not yet created a road or even learned to dig their own iron. They had 
no time for thought; they saw, and could see, nothing beyond their day’s work; 
their attitude to the universe outside them was that of the deep-sea fish. Above 
all, they naturally and intensely disliked to be told what to do, and how to do it, 
by men who took their ideas and their methods from the abstract theories of 
history, philosophy, or theology. They knew enough to know that their world 
was one of energies quite new. 

All this, the newcomer understood and accepted, since he could not help 
himself and saw that the American could help himself as little as the newcomer; 
but the fact remained that the more he knew, the less he was educated. Society 
knew as much as this, and seemed rather inclined to boast of it, at least on the 
stump; but the leaders of industry betrayed no sentiment, popular or other. They 
used, without qualm, whatever instruments they found at hand. They had been 
obliged, in 1861, to turn aside and waste immense energy in settling what had 
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boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, 
gasconade, show off, rodomontade, 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (n) 
arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deprecation; (v) downplay, lack. 

decencies: (n) decency. 
deep-sea: (adj) marine, nautical. 
exhaust: (v) spend, drain, empty, sap, 

expend, deplete, use, tire out; (adj, v) 
tire, waste, dissipate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) refresh, invigorate, replenish, 
restore, revive, energize, save, renew, 

increase, fortify. 
habitable: (adj) livable, liveable. 
lantern: (n) beacon, light, dormer, 

tube, lighting fitting, bedside light, 
street light, street lamp, oil lamp, 
lime light, lanthorn. 

outlay: (n) expenditure, expense, 
disbursement, charge, outgo, 
spending, fee, expenses, defrayment, 
payment; (v) expend. 

stretches: (adj) stretched. 
stump: (n) stub, end, pulpit; (v)  

confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 
ANTONYM: (v) explain. 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, passably, 
acceptably, reasonably, enough, 
moderately, to a tolerable degree, 
pretty, to an adequate degree; (adj, 
adv) somewhat; (adj) pretty well. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unbearably, 
intolerably, unacceptably, 
unreasonably, insufficiently, 
inadequately. 
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been settled a thousand years before, and should never have been revived. At 
prodigious expense, by sheer force, they broke resistance down, leaving 
everything but the mere fact of power untouched, since nothing else had a 
solution. Race and thought were beyond reach. Having cleared its path so far, 
society went back to its work, and threw itself on that which stood first—its 
roads. The field was vast; altogether beyond its power to control offhand; and 
society dropped every thought of dealing with anything more than the single 
fraction called a railway system. This relatively small part of its task was still so 
big as to need the energies of a generation, for it required all the new machinery 
to be created—capital, banks, mines, furnaces, shops, power-houses, technical 
knowledge, mechanical population, together with a steady remodelling of social 
and political habits, ideas, and institutions to fit the new scale and suit the new 
conditions. The generation between 1865 and 1895 was already mortgaged to the 
railways, and no one knew it better than the generation itself.%

Whether Henry Adams knew it or not, he knew enough to act as though he 
did. He reached Quincy once more, ready for the new start. His brother Charles 
had determined to strike for the railroads; Henry was to strike for the press; and 
they hoped to play into each other’s hands. They had great need, for they found 
no one else to play with. After discovering the worthlessness of a so-called 
education, they had still to discover the worthlessness of so-called social 
connection. No young man had a larger acquaintance and relationship than 
Henry Adams, yet he knew no one who could help him. He was for sale, in the 
open market. So were many of his friends. All the world knew it, and knew too 
that they were cheap; to be bought at the price of a mechanic. There was no 
concealment, no delicacy, and no illusion about it. Neither he nor his friends 
complained; but he felt sometimes a little surprised that, as far as he knew, no 
one, seeking in the labor market, ever so much as inquired about their fitness. 
The want of solidarity between old and young seemed American. The young 
man was required to impose himself, by the usual business methods, as a 
necessity on his elders, in order to compel them to buy him as an investment. As 
Adams felt it, he was in a manner expected to blackmail. Many a young man 
complained to him in after life of the same experience, which became a matter of 
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concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation. 

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, delicate, 
elegance, sensitivity, luxury, treat, 
airiness. ANTONYMS: (n) sturdiness, 
toughness, durability, frankness,  

inelegance, ruggedness, vulgarity, 
tactlessness, insensitivity, inaccuracy, 
clumsiness. 

mechanic: (n) craftsman, mechanical, 
machinist, artisan, artificer, 
journeyman, grease monkey, 
automobile mechanic, Wright, 
worker, artist. 

prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, 
huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v)  

monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, tiny, 
weak. 

railroads: (n) railway. 
remodelling: (n) remodeling. 
worthlessness: (n) emptiness, 

uselessness, paltriness, trashiness, 
insignificance, nothingness, 
negativity, purposelessness, pride, 
pointlessness; (adj) inanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) importance, worth, 
helpfulness, appropriateness. 
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curious reflection as he grew old. The labor market of good society was ill-
organized.%

Boston seemed to offer no market for educated labor. A peculiar and 
perplexing amalgam Boston always was, and although it had changed much in 
ten years, it was not less perplexing. One no longer dined at two o’clock; one 
could no longer skate on Back Bay; one heard talk of Bostonians worth five 
millions or more as something not incredible. Yet the place seemed still simple, 
and less restless-minded than ever before. In the line that Adams had chosen to 
follow, he needed more than all else the help of the press, but any shadow of 
hope on that side vanished instantly. The less one meddled with the Boston 
press, the better. All the newspapermen were clear on that point. The same was 
true of politics. Boston meant business. The Bostonians were building railways. 
Adams would have liked to help in building railways, but had no education. He 
was not fit. 

He passed three or four months thus, visiting relations, renewing 
friendships, and studying the situation. At thirty years old, the man who has not 
yet got further than to study the situation, is lost, or near it. He could see nothing 
in the situation that could be of use to him. His friends had won no more from it 
than he. His brother Charles, after three years of civil life, was no better off than 
himself, except for being married and in greater need of income. His brother John 
had become a brilliant political leader on the wrong side. No one had yet 
regained the lost ground of the war. 

He went to Newport and tried to be fashionable, but even in the simple life 
of 1868, he failed as fashion. All the style he had learned so painfully in London 
was worse than useless in America where every standard was different. Newport 
was charming, but it asked for no education and gave none. What it gave was 
much gayer and pleasanter, and one enjoyed it amazingly; but friendships in 
that society were a kind of social partnership, like the classes at college; not 
education but the subjects of education. All were doing the same thing, and 
asking the same question of the future. None could help. Society seemed 
founded on the law that all was for the best New Yorkers in the best of 
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amalgam: (n) alloy, mix, compound, 
mixture, medley, fusion, composite, 
combination, blend, concoction, 
admixture. 

amazingly: (adj, adv) wonderfully, 
stupendously, awfully; (adv) 
surprisingly, astoundingly, 
extraordinarily, spectacularly, 
marvelously, fabulously, terrificly, 
terrifically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
predictably, mildly. 

fashionable: (adj) popular, current,  

classy, trendy, chic, up to date, 
stylish, dressy, modern, swanky, 
swell. ANTONYMS: (adj) unpopular, 
styleless, dated, out, outmoded, 
tacky, inclusive, old, plain. 

incredible: (adj, n) astonishing, 
marvelous; (adj, v) inconceivable; 
(adj) fabulous, extraordinary, 
unbelievable, implausible, fantastic, 
unlikely, preposterous, wonderful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credible, 
believable, conceivable,  

unspectacular, likely, mundane, 
unremarkable, plausible, awful, 
sensible, real. 

painfully: (adv) sorely, grievously, 
distressingly, severely, tenderly, 
badly, agonizingly, laboriously, 
sadly, bitterly, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) easily, tolerably. 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing. 
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Newports, and that all young people were rich if they could waltz. It was a new 
version of the Ant and Grasshopper.%

At the end of three months, the only person, among the hundreds he had 
met, who had offered him a word of encouragement or had shown a sign of 
acquaintance with his doings, was Edward Atkinson. Boston was cool towards 
sons, whether prodigals or other, and needed much time to make up its mind 
what to do for them—time which Adams, at thirty years old, could hardly spare. 
He had not the courage or self-confidence to hire an office in State Street, as so 
many of his friends did, and doze there alone, vacuity within and a snowstorm 
outside, waiting for Fortune to knock at the door, or hoping to find her asleep in 
the elevator; or on the staircase, since elevators were not yet in use. Whether this 
course would have offered his best chance he never knew; it was one of the 
points in practical education which most needed a clear understanding, and he 
could never reach it. His father and mother would have been glad to see him stay 
with them and begin reading Blackstone again, and he showed no very filial 
tenderness by abruptly breaking the tie that had lasted so long. After all, 
perhaps Beacon Street was as good as any other street for his objects in life; 
possibly his easiest and surest path was from Beacon Street to State Street and 
back again, all the days of his years. Who could tell? Even after life was over, the 
doubt could not be determined. 

In thus sacrificing his heritage, he only followed the path that had led him 
from the beginning. Boston was full of his brothers. He had reckoned from 
childhood on outlawry as his peculiar birthright. The mere thought of beginning 
life again in Mount Vernon Street lowered the pulsations of his heart. This is a 
story of education—not a mere lesson of life—and, with education, temperament 
has in strictness nothing to do, although in practice they run close together. 
Neither by temperament nor by education was he fitted for Boston. He had 
drifted far away and behind his companions there; no one trusted his 
temperament or education; he had to go. 

Since no other path seemed to offer itself, he stuck to his plan of joining the 
press, and selected Washington as the shortest road to New York, but, in 1868, 
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birthright: (n) patrimony, inheritance, 
heritage, claim, right of 
primogeniture, tradition, legacy, 
demand, due, entitlement, heirloom. 

doze: (n, v) snooze, sleep, slumber, 
drowse, siesta, forty winks, rest; (v) 
catnap, nod, coma, nod off. 
ANTONYM: (v) wake. 

elevator: (n) levator, extensor, crane, 
lifter, rise, winch, ski lift, silo, 
paternoster; (v) dumbwaiter, 
escalator. 

filial: (adj) dutiful. 
shortest: (adj) direct, brusk, brusque, 

choleric, curt, directer, hotheaded, 
least, irascible, lowest, most direct. 

strictness: (n) harshness, severity, 
rigor, hardness, austerity, exactness, 
firmness, inclemency, stiffness, 
accuracy, precision. ANTONYMS: (n) 
leniency, lenience, laxity, flexibility, 
vagueness, inaccuracy. 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n)  

clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment. 

vacuity: (n) inanity, vacancy, vacuum, 
void, blankness, gap, nothingness, 
pointlessness, vacuousness, 
mindlessness, senselessness. 

waltz: (n) minuet, valse, tango, tap, 
polka, ballroom dance, music; (v) trip 
the light fantastic, zip, oscillate, waltz 
around. 
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Washington %stood outside the social pale. No Bostonian had ever gone there. 
One announced one’s self as an adventurer and an office-seeker, a person of 
deplorably bad judgment, and the charges were true. The chances of ending in 
the gutter were, at best, even. The risk was the greater in Adams’s case, because 
he had no very clear idea what to do when he got there. That he must educate 
himself over again, for objects quite new, in an air altogether hostile to his old 
educations, was the only certainty; but how he was to do it—how he was to 
convert the idler in Rotten Row into the lobbyist of the Capital—he had not an 
idea, and no one to teach him. The question of money is rarely serious for a 
young American unless he is married, and money never troubled Adams more 
than others; not because he had it, but because he could do without it, like most 
people in Washington who all lived on the income of bricklayers; but with or 
without money he met the difficulty that, after getting to Washington in order to 
go on the press, it was necessary to seek a press to go on. For large work he could 
count on the North American Review, but this was scarcely a press. For current 
discussion and correspondence, he could depend on the New York Nation; but 
what he needed was a New York daily, and no New York daily needed him. He 
lost his one chance by the death of Henry J. Raymond. The Tribune under Horace 
Greeley was out of the question both for political and personal reasons, and 
because Whitelaw Reid had already undertaken that singularly venturesome 
position, amid difficulties that would have swamped Adams in four-and-twenty 
hours. Charles A. Dana had made the Sun a very successful as well as a very 
amusing paper, but had hurt his own social position in doing it; and Adams 
knew himself well enough to know that he could never please himself and Dana 
too; with the best intentions, he must always fail as a blackguard, and at that 
time a strong dash of blackguardism was life to the Sun. As for the New York 
Herald, it was a despotic empire admitting no personality but that of Bennett. 
Thus, for the moment, the New York daily press offered no field except the free-
trade Holy Land of the Evening Post under William Cullen Bryant, while beside 
it lay only the elevated plateau of the New Jerusalem occupied by Godkin and 
the Nation. Much as Adams liked Godkin, and glad as he was to creep under the 
shelter of the Evening Post and the Nation, he was well aware that he should 
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deplorably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, woefully, lamentably, 
pitifully, regrettably, unforgivably, 
unpardonably, unfortunately, 
abominably, seriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) laudably, understandably. 

despotic: (adj) arbitrary, dictatorial, 
tyrannical, authoritarian, absolute, 
imperious, oppressive, autocratical, 
domineering, overbearing, 
tyrannous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
democratic, liberal. 

gutter: (n) groove, trough, ditch, drain, 
chute, trench, canal, furrow, conduit, 
waterway, gully. 

idler: (n) lazybones, laggard, bum, 
loafer, loiterer, loon, shirker, 
layabout, lounger, vagabond; (v) 
dawdle. 

lobbyist: (n) persuader, requester, 
supplicant, protester, pressure group, 
political action committee, petitioner, 
campaigner, asker, activist, 
supporter. 

swamped: (adj) flooded, inundated, 
overcome, engulfed, busy, 
overwhelmed, overpowered, 
teeming; (adv, v) aground; (v) 
grounded, wrecked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) clear. 

venturesome: (adj, n) hazardous, 
adventurous, bold, brave, venturous, 
courageous, fearless, foolhardy; (adj) 
audacious, adventuresome, risky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, cowardly, 
afraid, safe, cautious. 
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find there only the same circle of readers that he reached in the North American 
Review.%

The outlook was dim, but it was all he had, and at Washington, except for the 
personal friendship of Mr. Evarts who was then Attorney General and living 
there, he would stand in solitude much like that of London in 1861. Evarts did 
what no one in Boston seemed to care for doing; he held out a hand to the young 
man. Whether Boston, like Salem, really shunned strangers, or whether Evarts 
was an exception even in New York, he had the social instinct which Boston had 
not. Generous by nature, prodigal in hospitality, fond of young people, and a 
born man-of-the-world, Evarts gave and took liberally, without scruple, and 
accepted the world without fearing or abusing it. His wit was the least part of his 
social attraction. His talk was broad and free. He laughed where he could; he 
joked if a joke was possible; he was true to his friends, and never lost his temper 
or became ill-natured. Like all New Yorkers he was decidedly not a Bostonian; 
but he was what one might call a transplanted New Englander, like General 
Sherman; a variety, grown in ranker soil. In the course of life, and in widely 
different countries, Adams incurred heavy debts of gratitude to persons on 
whom he had no claim and to whom he could seldom make return; perhaps half-
a-dozen such debts remained unpaid at last, although six is a large number as 
lives go; but kindness seldom came more happily than when Mr. Evarts took him 
to Washington in October, 1868. 

Adams accepted the hospitality of the sleeper, with deep gratitude, the more 
because his first struggle with a sleeping-car made him doubt the value—to 
him—of a Pullman civilization; but he was even more grateful for the shelter of 
Mr. Evarts’s house in H Street at the corner of Fourteenth, where he abode in 
safety and content till he found rooms in the roomless village. To him the village 
seemed unchanged. Had he not known that a great war and eight years of 
astonishing movement had passed over it, he would have noticed nothing that 
betrayed growth. As of old, houses were few; rooms fewer; even the men were 
the same. No one seemed to miss the usual comforts of civilization, and Adams 
was glad to get rid of them, for his best chance lay in the eighteenth century. 
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civilization: (n) culture, civilisation, 
enlightenment, humanity, education, 
customs, town, mores; (n, v) 
cultivation; (adj) civility, civilized. 
ANTONYMS: (n) barbarity, 
savagery, wilderness, wildness, 
uncouthness. 

ill-natured: (adj) cantankerous, 
peevish, sour, surly, catty, crabbed, 
gruff, disagreeable, malignant, 
malicious, malevolent. 

liberally: (adv) freely, bountifully,  

abundantly, munificently, profusely, 
copiously, bounteously, 
magnanimously, plentifully, largely, 
richly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
parsimoniously, carefully, stingily, 
meagerly, ungenerously. 

noticed: (adj) noted. 
scruple: (adj, v) hesitate, demur, pause; 

(n) hesitation, qualm, misgiving, 
distrust, objection; (n, v) mistrust; (v) 
falter, question. 

shunned: (adj) undesirable, friendless, 

abandoned. 
sleeper: (n) railroad tie, crosstie, tie, 

noctambulist, baggage car, 
slumberer, dreamer, Pullman car, 
freight car, parlor car, express car. 

unpaid: (adj) owing, unsettled, 
amateur, honorary, overdue, 
gratuitous, outstanding, unbought, 
voluntary, payable, recreational. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) paid, 
professional, salaried, settled, 
premature. 
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The first step, of course, was the making of acquaintance, and the first 
acquaintance was naturally the President, to whom an aspirant to the press 
officially paid respect. Evarts immediately took him to the White House and 
presented him to President Andrew Johnson. The interview was brief and 
consisted in the stock remark common to monarchs and valets, that the young 
man looked even younger than he was. The younger man felt even younger than 
he looked. He never saw the President again, and never felt a wish to see him, for 
Andrew Johnson was not the sort of man whom a young reformer of thirty, with 
two or three foreign educations, was likely to see with enthusiasm; yet, musing 
over the interview as a matter of education, long years afterwards, he could not 
help recalling the President’s figure with a distinctness that surprised him. The 
old-fashioned Southern Senator and statesman sat in his chair at his desk with a 
look of self-esteem that had its value. None doubted. All were great men; some, 
no doubt, were greater than others; but all were statesmen and all were 
supported, lifted, inspired by the moral certainty of rightness. To them the 
universe was serious, even solemn, but it was their universe, a Southern 
conception of right. Lamar used to say that he never entertained a doubt of the 
soundness of the Southern system until he found that slavery could not stand a 
war. Slavery was only a part of the Southern system, and the life of it all—the 
vigor—the poetry—was its moral certainty of self. The Southerner could not 
doubt; and this self-assurance not only gave Andrew Johnson the look of a true 
President, but actually made him one. When Adams came to look back on it 
afterwards, he was surprised to realize how strong the Executive was in 1868—
perhaps the strongest he was ever to see. Certainly he never again found himself 
so well satisfied, or so much at home.%

Seward was still Secretary of State. Hardly yet an old man, though showing 
marks of time and violence, Mr. Seward seemed little changed in these eight 
years. He was the same—with a difference. Perhaps he—unlike Henry Adams—
had at last got an education, and all he wanted. Perhaps he had resigned himself 
to doing without it. Whatever the reason, although his manner was as roughly 
kind as ever, and his talk as free, he appeared to have closed his account with the 
public; he no longer seemed to care; he asked nothing, gave nothing, and invited 
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aspirant: (n) applicant, claimant, 
amateur, contender, contestant, 
postulant, entrant; (adj, n) hopeful; 
(adj) aspiring, ambitious, wishful. 

distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 
definition, otherness, perspicuity, 
discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness. 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased. 
monarchs: (n) royals, royalty. 

recalling: (adj) revocatory; (n) 
recognition. 

reformer: (n) emancipationist, 
abolitionist, activist, hippie, 
demonstrator, crusader, insurgent, 
prohibitionist, meliorist, rebel, 
radical. 

rightness: (n) correctness, 
appropriateness, propriety, justness, 
nicety, truth, morality, righteousness, 
justice, fairness, right. ANTONYMS: 
(n) wrongness, inappropriateness. 

self-assurance: (n) self-confidence, 
self-esteem, poise, aplomb, 
composure, effrontery, presence. 

self-esteem: (n) self-conceit, 
pretension, self-respect, amour-
propre, esteem. 

soundness: (n) health, solidity, 
reliability, validity, integrity, 
reasonableness, constancy, strength, 
stability, steadiness, security. 
ANTONYM: (n) unsoundness. 
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no support; he talked little of himself or of others, and waited only for his 
discharge. Adams was well pleased to be near him in these last days of his power 
and fame, and went much to his house in the evenings when he was sure to be at 
his whist. At last, as the end drew near, wanting to feel that the great man—the 
only chief he ever served even as a volunteer—recognized some personal 
relation, he asked Mr. Seward to dine with him one evening in his rooms, and 
play his game of whist there, as he did every night in his own house. Mr. Seward 
came and had his whist, and Adams remembered his rough parting speech: “A 
very sensible entertainment!” It was the only favor he ever asked of Mr. Seward, 
and the only one he ever accepted.%

Thus, as a teacher of wisdom, after twenty years of example, Governor 
Seward passed out of one’s life, and Adams lost what should have been his 
firmest ally; but in truth the State Department had ceased to be the centre of his 
interest, and the Treasury had taken its place. The Secretary of the Treasury was 
a man new to politics—Hugh McCulloch—not a person of much importance in 
the eyes of practical politicians such as young members of the press meant 
themselves to become, but they all liked Mr. McCulloch, though they thought 
him a stop-gap rather than a force. Had they known what sort of forces the 
Treasury was to offer them for support in the generation to come, they might 
have reflected a long while on their estimate of McCulloch. Adams was fated to 
watch the flittings of many more Secretaries than he ever cared to know, and he 
rather came back in the end to the idea that McCulloch was the best of them, 
although he seemed to represent everything that one liked least. He was no 
politician, he had no party, and no power. He was not fashionable or decorative. 
He was a banker, and towards bankers Adams felt the narrow prejudice which 
the serf feels to his overerseer; for he knew he must obey, and he knew that the 
helpless showed only their helplessness when they tempered obedience by 
mockery. The world, after 1865, became a bankers’ world, and no banker would 
ever trust one who had deserted State Street, and had gone to Washington with 
purposes of doubtful credit, or of no credit at all, for he could not have put up 
enough collateral to borrow five thousand dollars of any bank in America. The 
banker never would trust him, and he would never trust the banker. To him, the 
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banker: (n) cashier, teller, cambist, 
investor, moneyman, bank employee, 
capitalist, ditcher, goldsmith, usurer, 
moneyer. 

collateral: (n) warranty, guarantee, 
mortgage, guaranty, security, pledge, 
bond; (adj) secondary, indirect, 
oblique, subsidiary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) primary, chief, fundamental, 
principal, lineal. 

fated: (adj) inevitable, destined, 
certain, predestined, damned,  

unavoidable, predestinate, cursed, 
intended, forthcoming, sure. 

mockery: (n) gibe, jeer, irony, farce, 
charade, derision, parody, mock, 
scorn, imitation, burlesque. 
ANTONYM: (n) approval. 

obedience: (n) meekness, submission, 
deference, obeisance, acquiescence, 
subordination, bow, observance, 
docility, loyalty, allegiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
defiance, naughtiness, resistance,  

divergence, chaos, wildness. 
reflected: (adj) reflecting, reverberant, 

reflectent. 
serf: (n) helot, servant, villein, slave, 

cottier, cotter, bondsman, tike, tyke, 
menial, vassal. 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 
temperate, moderated, toughened, 
subdued, set, enured, proportioned, 
properly adapted, emotionally 
hardened, treated. ANTONYM: (adj) 
untempered. 
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banking mind was obnoxious; and this antipathy caused him the more surprise 
at finding McCulloch the broadest, most liberal, most genial, and most practical 
public man in Washington.%

There could be no doubt of it. The burden of the Treasury at that time was 
very great. The whole financial system was in chaos; every part of it required 
reform; the utmost experience, tact, and skill could not make the machine work 
smoothly. No one knew how well McCulloch did it until his successor took it in 
charge, and tried to correct his methods. Adams did not know enough to 
appreciate McCulloch’s technical skill, but he was struck at his open and 
generous treatment of young men. Of all rare qualities, this was, in Adams’s 
experience, the rarest. As a rule, officials dread interference. The strongest often 
resent it most. Any official who admits equality in discussion of his official 
course, feels it to be an act of virtue; after a few months or years he tires of the 
effort. Every friend in power is a friend lost. This rule is so nearly absolute that it 
may be taken in practice as admitting no exception. Apparent exceptions exist, 
and McCulloch was one of them. 

McCulloch had been spared the gluttonous selfishness and infantile jealousy 
which are the commoner results of early political education. He had neither past 
nor future, and could afford to be careless of his company. Adams found him 
surrounded by all the active and intelligent young men in the country. Full of 
faith, greedy for work, eager for reform, energetic, confident, capable, quick of 
study, charmed with a fight, equally ready to defend or attack, they were 
unselfish, and even—as young men went—honest. They came mostly from the 
army, with the spirit of the volunteers. Frank Walker, Frank Barlow, Frank 
Bartlett were types of the generation. Most of the press, and much of the public, 
especially in the West, shared their ideas. No one denied the need for reform. 
The whole government, from top to bottom, was rotten with the senility of what 
was antiquated and the instability of what was improvised. The currency was 
only one example; the tariff was another; but the whole fabric required 
reconstruction as much as in 1789, for the Constitution had become as antiquated 
as the Confederation. Sooner or later a shock must come, the more dangerous the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

charmed: (adj) enchanted, delighted, 
fascinated, spellbound, entranced, 
captive, beguiled, infatuated, 
absorbed, enamored, captive hours. 

commoner: (n) burgher, layman, 
plebeian, common man, common 
person, proletary, proletaire, 
democrat, roturier, republican, pleb. 

gluttonous: (adj) insatiable, greedy, 
ravenous, avid, hoggish, edacious, 
swinish, grasping, covetous, 
avaricious, glutton. ANTONYM: (adj) 

abstemious. 
greedy: (adj) avid, gluttonous, 

desirous, grasping, acquisitive, 
glutton, piggish, voracious, selfish; 
(adj, v) avaricious, covetous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temperate, 
ascetic, unconcerned, abstemious, 
moderate. 

resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
take offense, take umbrage, take 
exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v)  

welcome, wish, accept. 
selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 

greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity. 

tires: (v) pressure release valve, safety 
valve. 
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longer postponed. The Civil War had made a new system in fact; the country 
would have to reorganize the machinery in practice and theory.%

One might discuss indefinitely the question which branch of government 
needed reform most urgently; all needed it enough, but no one denied that the 
finances were a scandal, and a constant, universal nuisance. The tariff was 
worse, though more interests upheld it. McCulloch had the singular merit of 
facing reform with large good-nature and willing sympathy—outside of parties, 
jobs, bargains, corporations or intrigues—which Adams never was to meet again. 

Chaos often breeds life, when order breeds habit. The Civil War had bred life. 
The army bred courage. Young men of the volunteer type were not always docile 
under control, but they were handy in a fight. Adams was greatly pleased to be 
admitted as one of them. He found himself much at home with them—more at 
home than he ever had been before, or was ever to be again—in the atmosphere 
of the Treasury. He had no strong party passion, and he felt as though he and his 
friends owned this administration, which, in its dying days, had neither friends 
nor future except in them. 

These were not the only allies; the whole government in all its branches was 
alive with them. Just at that moment the Supreme Court was about to take up the 
Legal Tender cases where Judge Curtis had been employed to argue against the 
constitutional power of the Government to make an artificial standard of value in 
time of peace. Evarts was anxious to fix on a line of argument that should have a 
chance of standing up against that of Judge Curtis, and was puzzled to do it. He 
did not know which foot to put forward. About to deal with Judge Curtis, the 
last of the strong jurists of Marshall’s school, he could risk no chances. In doubt, 
the quickest way to clear one’s mind is to discuss, and Evarts deliberately forced 
discussion. Day after day, driving, dining, walking he provoked Adams to 
dispute his positions. He needed an anvil, he said, to hammer his ideas on. 

Adams was flattered at being an anvil, which is, after all, more solid than the 
hammer; and he did not feel called on to treat Mr. Evarts’s arguments with more 
respect than Mr. Evarts himself expressed for them; so he contradicted with 
freedom. Like most young men, he was much of a doctrinaire, and the question 
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anvil: (n) stithy, anvil blade, fulciment, 
block, stiddy, prop, anvil roll, Stith, 
stand. 

branches: (n) branch, brushwood. 
hammer: (v) strike, beat, knock, bang, 

tap, forge, thrash, hit; (n, v) pound, 
club; (n) gavel. 

postponed: (adj) delayed, late, belated, 
off, later than usual, put off. 

provoked: (adj, prep) exasperated, 
inflamed; (adj) irritated, aggravated, 
infuriated, indignant, irate, huffy,  

hot, excited; (adv) up in arms. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, gratuitous, 
pleased. 

reorganize: (n, v) remodel; (v) regroup, 
reconstruct, rebuild, rearrange, 
reconstitute, reorder, restructure, 
reorganise, refound, shake up. 
ANTONYM: (v) scatter. 

tariff: (n) duty, charge, excise, custom, 
tax, assessment, impost, customs, 
price, fee, cost. 

upheld: (adj) supported, bolstered,  

swelled out. 
urgently: (adv) instantly, immediately, 

quickly, desperately, hastily, 
critically, exigently, earnestly, 
imperatively, vitally, seriously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hardly, slowly. 

volunteer: (v) offer, proffer, tender, 
extend, propose, submit; (adj, n) 
voluntary; (adj) unpaid; (n) military 
volunteer, unpaid worker, worker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) force, obligate, 
compel, withdraw. 
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was, in any event, rather historical or political than legal. He could easily 
maintain, by way of argument, that the required power had never been given, 
and that no sound constitutional reason could possibly exist for authorizing the 
Government to overthrow the standard of value without necessity, in time of 
peace. The dispute itself had not much value for him, even as education, but it 
led to his seeking light from the Chief Justice himself. Following up the subject 
for his letters to the Nation and his articles in the North American Review, 
Adams grew to be intimate with the Chief Justice, who, as one of the oldest and 
strongest leaders of the Free Soil Party, had claims to his personal regard; for the 
old Free Soilers were becoming few. Like all strong-willed and self-asserting 
men, Mr. Chase had the faults of his qualities. He was never easy to drive in 
harness, or light in hand. He saw vividly what was wrong, and did not always 
allow for what was relatively right. He loved power as though he were still a 
Senator. His position towards Legal Tender was awkward. As Secretary of the 
Treasury he had been its author; as Chief Justice he became its enemy. Legal 
Tender caused no great pleasure or pain in the sum of life to a newspaper 
correspondent, but it served as a subject for letters, and the Chief Justice was 
very willing to win an ally in the press who would tell his story as he wished it to 
be read. The intimacy in Mr. Chase’s house grew rapidly, and the alliance was no 
small help to the comforts of a struggling newspaper adventurer in Washington. 
No matter what one might think of his politics or temper, Mr. Chase was a 
dramatic figure, of high senatorial rank, if also of certain senatorial faults; a 
valuable ally.%

As was sure, sooner or later, to happen, Adams one day met Charles Sumner 
on the street, and instantly stopped to greet him. As though eight years of broken 
ties were the natural course of friendship, Sumner at once, after an exclamation 
of surprise, dropped back into the relation of hero to the school boy. Adams 
enjoyed accepting it. He was then thirty years old and Sumner was fifty-seven; 
he had seen more of the world than Sumner ever dreamed of, and he felt a sort of 
amused curiosity to be treated once more as a child. At best, the renewal of 
broken relations is a nervous matter, and in this case it bristled with thorns, for 
Sumner’s quarrel with Mr. Adams had not been the most delicate of his ruptured 
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adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, milquetoast.

authorizing: (n) confirmation, 
agreement. 

bristled: (adj) briary, briery, barbed, 
bristling, burry, biting, burred, 
echinated, horrent, prickly, spiny. 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop,  

interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis. 

greet: (n, v) receive; (v) address, 
acknowledge, hail, welcome, cry, 
salute, bid, weep, meet, recognize. 

harness: (adj, n) strap, tether; (n, v) 
yoke, rein, couple, check; (adj, v) 
hitch; (v) wear, equip, limit, use. 
ANTONYM: (v) undo. 

self-asserting: (adj) brash. 
senatorial: (adj) legislative, curule. 
strong-willed: (adj) valiant, tenacious, 

resolute, purposeful, deaf, assertive. 
vividly: (adv) brightly, lively, 

intensely, clearly, brilliantly, 
graphically, strikingly, dramatically, 
colorfully, glowingly, severely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) blandly, 
modestly, vaguely. 
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relations, and he was liable to be sensitive in many ways that even Bostonians 
could hardly keep in constant mind; yet it interested and fascinated Henry 
Adams as a new study of political humanity. The younger man knew that the 
meeting would have to come, and was ready for it, if only as a newspaper need; 
but to Sumner it came as a surprise and a disagreeable one, as Adams conceived. 
He learned something—a piece of practical education worth the effort—by 
watching Sumner’s behavior. He could see that many thoughts—mostly 
unpleasant—were passing through his mind, since he made no inquiry about 
any of Adams’s family, or allusion to any of his friends or his residence abroad. 
He talked only of the present. To him, Adams in Washington should have 
seemed more or less of a critic, perhaps a spy, certainly an intriguer or 
adventurer, like scores of others; a politician without party; a writer without 
principles; an office-seeker certain to beg for support. All this was, for his 
purposes, true. Adams could do him no good, and would be likely to do him all 
the harm in his power. Adams accepted it all; expected to be kept at arm’s length; 
admitted that the reasons were just. He was the more surprised to see that 
Sumner invited a renewal of old relations. He found himself treated almost 
confidentially. Not only was he asked to make a fourth at Sumner’s pleasant 
little dinners in the house on La Fayette Square, but he found himself admitted to 
the Senator’s study and informed of his views, policy and purposes, which were 
sometimes even more astounding than his curious gaps or lapses of 
omniscience.%

On the whole, the relation was the queerest that Henry Adams ever kept up. 
He liked and admired Sumner, but thought his mind a pathological study. At 
times he inclined to think that Sumner felt his solitude, and, in the political 
wilderness, craved educated society; but this hardly told the whole story. 
Sumner’s mind had reached the calm of water which receives and reflects images 
without absorbing them; it contained nothing but itself. The images from 
without, the objects mechanically perceived by the senses, existed by courtesy 
until the mental surface was ruffled, but never became part of the thought. 
Henry Adams roused no emotion; if he had roused a disagreeable one, he would 
have ceased to exist. The mind would have mechanically rejected, as it had 
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astounding: (adj) amazing, 
miraculous, wonderful, incredible, 
tremendous, spectacular, sensational, 
breathtaking, awesome, staggering, 
prodigious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, comforting, 
predictable, boring, insignificant. 

behavior: (n, v) bearing, demeanor; (n) 
carriage, conduct, deportment, act, 
behaviour, manner, character, action, 
morality. 

confidentially: (adv) privately, closely, 

privily, intimately, familiarly, 
personally, clandestinely, in secret, in 
private, surreptitiously, occultly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) publicly, openly, 
familiarly, commonly. 

craved: (adj) coveted. 
disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 

uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, friendly, 
amiable, inoffensive, acceptable,  

desirable, easygoing, happy, 
pleasing, sweet, nice. 

intriguer: (n) schemer, busybody, 
designer, machinator, Jesuit, plotter, 
politician; (adj) enthusiast, 
intermeddler, devotee, pickthank. 

invited: (adj) welcomer, wanted, 
cherished. 

pathological: (adj) morbid, diseased, 
sick, neurotic, ghoulish. 

perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, 
supposed, professed, ostensible. 
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mechanically admitted him. Not that Sumner was more aggressively egoistic 
than other Senators—Conkling, for instance—but that with him the disease had 
affected the whole mind; it was chronic and absolute; while, with other Senators 
for the most part, it was still acute.%

Perhaps for this very reason, Sumner was the more valuable acquaintance for 
a newspaper-man. Adams found him most useful; perhaps quite the most useful 
of all these great authorities who were the stock-in-trade of the newspaper 
business; the accumulated capital of a Silurian age. A few months or years more, 
and they were gone. In 1868, they were like the town itself, changing but not 
changed. La Fayette Square was society. Within a few hundred yards of Mr. 
Clark Mills’s nursery monument to the equestrian seat of Andrew Jackson, one 
found all one’s acquaintance as well as hotels, banks, markets and national 
government. Beyond the Square the country began. No rich or fashionable 
stranger had yet discovered the town. No literary or scientific man, no artist, no 
gentleman without office or employment, had ever lived there. It was rural, and 
its society was primitive. Scarcely a person in it had ever known life in a great 
city. Mr. Evarts, Mr. Sam Hooper, of Boston, and perhaps one or two of the 
diplomatists had alone mixed in that sort of world. The happy village was 
innocent of a club. The one-horse tram on F Street to the Capitol was ample for 
traffic. Every pleasant spring morning at the Pennsylvania Station, society met to 
bid good-bye to its friends going off on the single express. The State Department 
was lodged in an infant asylum far out on Fourteenth Street while Mr. Mullett 
was constructing his architectural infant asylum next the White House. The 
value of real estate had not increased since 1800, and the pavements were more 
impassable than the mud. All this favored a young man who had come to make a 
name. In four-and-twenty hours he could know everybody; in two days 
everybody knew him. 

After seven years’ arduous and unsuccessful effort to explore the outskirts of 
London society, the Washington world offered an easy and delightful repose. 
When he looked round him, from the safe shelter of Mr. Evarts’s roof, on the 
men he was to work with—or against—he had to admit that nine-tenths of his 
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accumulated: (adj) amassed, 
assembled, collected, accumulate, 
aggregate, gathered, hoarded, store, 
concentrated, massed, increased. 

aggressively: (adv) hostilely, 
bellicosely, militantly, energetically, 
pushily, dynamically, contentiously, 
actively, belligerently, combatively, 
warlikely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
passively, inertly, calmly, 
submissively. 

constructing: (adj) building, edificant; 

(n) synthesis. 
egoistic: (adj) selfish, egotistic, vain, 

smug, self-serving, self-centred, 
complacent, egoistical, egotistical, 
narcissistic, insensitive. ANTONYM: 
(adj) altruism. 

equestrian: (n) rider, trooper, trainer, 
buster, roughrider, horsewoman, 
horseback rider, breaker, postilion; 
(adj) mounted. 

lodged: (adj) wedged, stuck fast, stuck, 
jammed. 

monument: (n) headstone, cenotaph, 
tombstone, tablet, shrine, slab, 
gravestone, landmark, statue; (adj, n) 
column; (n, v) record. 

outskirts: (n) edge, periphery, margin, 
environs, border, fringe, boundary, 
rim, skirt, precincts, frontier. 
ANTONYM: (n) middle. 

tram: (n) tramcar, truck, trolley car, 
trolley, tramway, cable tramway, 
ropeway, aerial tramway, cable car, 
conveyance, horsecar. 
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acquired %education was useless, and the other tenth harmful. He would have to 
begin again from the beginning. He must learn to talk to the Western 
Congressman, and to hide his own antecedents. The task was amusing. He could 
see nothing to prevent him from enjoying it, with immoral unconcern for all that 
had gone before and for anything that might follow. The lobby offered a 
spectacle almost picturesque. Few figures on the Paris stage were more 
entertaining and dramatic than old Sam Ward, who knew more of life than all 
the departments of the Government together, including the Senate and the 
Smithsonian. Society had not much to give, but what it had, it gave with an open 
hand. For the moment, politics had ceased to disturb social relations. All parties 
were mixed up and jumbled together in a sort of tidal slack-water. The 
Government resembled Adams himself in the matter of education. All that had 
gone before was useless, and some of it was worse. 
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entertaining: (adj) enjoyable, fun, 
funny, diverting, witty, merry, 
comical, laughable, convivial, 
humorous, droll. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dull, boring, heavy, slow, tiresome, 
tiring, unentertaining. 

jumbled: (adj) confused, disorganized, 
disordered, untidy, muddled, mixed, 
cluttered, incoherent, chaotic, 
promiscuous; (adj, adv) topsy-turvy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, systematic, 
coherent, clear, organized, sound. 

lobby: (n) foyer, hallway, anteroom, 
lounge, entrance hall, vestibule, aisle, 
antechamber, corridor, pressure 
group, entry. ANTONYM: (n) exit. 

picturesque: (adj, v) pictorial; (adj) 
beautiful, striking, colorful, idyllic, 
scenic, vivid, quaint, lovely, 
romantic, colourful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) drab, dull, ugly, unattractive, 
modern. 

spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, 
exhibition, phenomenon, appearance, 

spectacles, view, wonder; (n, v) sight, 
parade. ANTONYM: (n) 
understatement. 

tidal: (adj) flowing. 
unconcern: (n) apathy, nonchalance, 

insouciance, coldness, detachment, 
impassiveness, insensibility, 
disregard, phlegm, carelessness, 
lethargy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
responsiveness, worry, anxiety, 
interest. 
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CHAPTER  % XV I I  

 
PRES ID ENT  GR ANT  ( 1869 )  

 
 

THE first effect of this leap into the unknown was a fit of low spirits new to 
the young man’s education; due in part to the overpowering beauty and 
sweetness of the Maryland autumn, almost unendurable for its strain on one 
who had toned his life down to the November grays and browns of northern 
Europe. Life could not go on so beautiful and so sad. Luckily, no one else felt it 
or knew it. He bore it as well as he could, and when he picked himself up, winter 
had come, and he was settled in bachelor’s quarters, as modest as those of a clerk 
in the Departments, far out on G Street, towards Georgetown, where an old Finn 
named Dohna, who had come out with the Russian Minister Stoeckel long 
before, had bought or built a new house. Congress had met. Two or three months 
remained to the old administration, but all interest centred in the new one. The 
town began to swarm with office-seekers, among whom a young writer was lost. 
He drifted among them, unnoticed, glad to learn his work under cover of the 
confusion. He never aspired to become a regular reporter; he knew he should fail 
in trying a career so ambitious and energetic; but he picked up friends on the 
press—Nordhoff, Murat Halstead, Henry Watterson, Sam Bowles—all reformers, 
and all mixed and jumbled together in a tidal wave of expectation, waiting for 
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centred: (adj) centralized, 
concentrated, focused, focussed, 
centralised; (n) carbon, c, hundred, 
century, one C. 

energetic: (adj) animated, brisk, busy, 
driving, dynamic, powerful, strong, 
effective, agile, emphatic, forcible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sluggish, lazy, 
weary, languid, inactive, exhausted, 
indolent, apathetic, dull, indifferent, 
listless. 

leap: (n, v) bound, spring, bounce,  

caper, dive, vault, lunge; (v) dance, 
hop, start; (n) curvet. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) plummet; (v) surface, drop, 
hesitate; (n) slump. 

luckily: (adv) happily, prosperously, 
auspiciously, fortuitously, 
successfully, providentially, 
propitiously, opportunely, 
advantageously, felicitously, as luck 
would have it. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unluckily, inauspiciously. 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet,  

redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sourness, sharpness, unpleasantness, 
harshness, tastelessness, unkindness. 

toned: (adj) pastel. 
unendurable: (adj) intolerable, 

insufferable, insupportable, 
excruciating, impossible, 
unsupportable, uneasy, teasing, 
passionate, not patient, intolerant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) bearable. 
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General Grant to give orders. No one seemed to know much about it. Even 
Senators had nothing to say. One could only make notes and study finance.%

In waiting, he amused himself as he could. In the amusements of 
Washington, education had no part, but the simplicity of the amusements proved 
the simplicity of everything else, ambitions, interests, thoughts, and knowledge. 
Proverbially Washington was a poor place for education, and of course young 
diplomats avoided or disliked it, but, as a rule, diplomats disliked every place 
except Paris, and the world contained only one Paris. They abused London more 
violently than Washington; they praised no post under the sun; and they were 
merely describing three-fourths of their stations when they complained that 
there were no theatres, no restaurants, no monde, no demi-monde, no drives, no 
splendor, and, as Mme. de Struve used to say, no grandezza. This was all true; 
Washington was a mere political camp, as transient and temporary as a camp-
meeting for religious revival, but the diplomats had least reason to complain, 
since they were more sought for there than they would ever be elsewhere. For 
young men Washington was in one way paradise, since they were few, and 
greatly in demand. After watching the abject unimportance of the young 
diplomat in London society, Adams found himself a young duke in Washington. 
He had ten years of youth to make up, and a ravenous appetite. Washington was 
the easiest society he had ever seen, and even the Bostonian became simple, 
good-natured, almost genial, in the softness of a Washington spring. Society 
went on excellently well without houses, or carriages, or jewels, or toilettes, or 
pavements, or shops, or grandezza of any sort; and the market was excellent as 
well as cheap. One could not stay there a month without loving the shabby town. 
Even the Washington girl, who was neither rich nor well-dressed nor well-
educated nor clever, had singular charm, and used it. According to Mr. Adams 
the father, this charm dated back as far as Monroe’s administration, to his 
personal knowledge. 

Therefore, behind all the processes of political or financial or newspaper 
training, the social side of Washington was to be taken for granted as three-
fourths of existence. Its details matter nothing. Life ceased to be strenuous, and 
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abject: (adj) contemptible, pitiful, low, 
wretched, despicable, sordid, base, 
mean, vile; (n) ignominious, dirty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
hopeful, magnificent, esteemed, 
proud, dignified, commendable, 
noble, exalted, worthy, happy. 

excellently: (adv) splendidly, 
beautifully, exquisitely, 
magnificently, finely, marvelously, 
goodly, worthily, grandly, primely, 
superbly. ANTONYMS: (adv) poorly, 

badly, terribly. 
proverbially: (adv) commonly, 

famedly, famously, legendarily, 
notoriously. 

ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, 
famished, gluttonous, voracious, 
rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 
(adj) moderate. 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness,  

faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness. 

unimportance: (n) insignificance, 
pettiness, obscurity, humbleness, 
triviality, nothingness, obscureness, 
value, trifling, trifle, 
inconsiderableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
significance, appropriateness, value. 
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the victim thanked God for it. Politics and reform became the detail, and 
waltzing the profession. Adams was not alone. Senator Sumner had as private 
secretary a young man named Moorfield Storey, who became a dangerous 
example of frivolity. The new Attorney-General, E. R. Hoar, brought with him 
from Concord a son, Sam Hoar, whose example rivalled that of Storey. Another 
impenitent was named Dewey, a young naval officer. Adams came far down in 
the list. He wished he had been higher. He could have spared a world of 
superannuated history, science, or politics, to have reversed better in waltzing.%

He had no adequate notion how little he knew, especially of women, and 
Washington offered no standard of comparison. All were profoundly ignorant 
together, and as indifferent as children to education. No one needed knowledge. 
Washington was happier without style. Certainly Adams was happier without it; 
happier than he had ever been before; happier than any one in the harsh world of 
strenuousness could dream of. This must be taken as background for such little 
education as he gained; but the life belonged to the eighteenth century, and in no 
way concerned education for the twentieth. 

In such an atmosphere, one made no great presence of hard work. If the 
world wants hard work, the world must pay for it; and, if it will not pay, it has 
no fault to find with the worker. Thus far, no one had made a suggestion of pay 
for any work that Adams had done or could do; if he worked at all, it was for 
social consideration, and social pleasure was his pay. For this he was willing to 
go on working, as an artist goes on painting when no one buys his pictures. 
Artists have done it from the beginning of time, and will do it after time has 
expired, since they cannot help themselves, and they find their return in the 
pride of their social superiority as they feel it. Society commonly abets them and 
encourages their attitude of contempt. The society of Washington was too simple 
and Southern as yet, to feel anarchistic longings, and it never read or saw what 
artists produced elsewhere, but it good-naturedly abetted them when it had the 
chance, and respected itself the more for the frailty. Adams found even the 
Government at his service, and every one willing to answer his questions. He 
worked, after a fashion; not very hard, but as much as the Government would 
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expired: (adj) lapsed, deceased, 
invalid, dead, overdue, extinct, 
elapsed, out. 

frailty: (adj, n) foible, fragility, 
weakness, fault, defect, imperfection, 
failing, deficiency; (n) feebleness, 
frailness, infirmity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stamina, hardiness, hardihood, 
sturdiness, robustness, health. 

frivolity: (n) flippancy, giddiness, 
flightiness, frivolousness, silliness, 
triviality, frippery, prank; (adj, n)  

trifling, inconsistency; (adj) folly. 
ANTONYMS: (n) solemnity, 
substance, importance, reliability, 
responsibility. 

hoar: (n) frost, rime, hoarfrost, 
hoariness; (adj) gray, hoary, 
canescent, grizzly, greyish, frosty, 
ancient. 

impenitent: (adj) obdurate, 
unrepentant, callous, uncontrite, 
hard, obstinate, unconverted, 
unremorseful, unregenerated, cussed, 

unpenitent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
remorseful, apologetic. 

senator: (n) Magnus Apollo, monitor, 
mentor, consul, counselor, 
representative, delegate, legislator. 

strenuousness: (n) effortfulness, 
extreme effortfulness, might, 
difficulty, strenuity, activity. 

superannuated: (adj) obsolete, 
decrepit, antiquated, outdated, 
retired, effete, outmoded, archaic, 
passe, overage, overaged. 
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have required of him for nine hundred dollars a year; and his work defied 
frivolity. He got more pleasure from writing than the world ever got from 
reading him, for his work was not amusing, nor was he. One must not try to 
amuse moneylenders or investors, and this was the class to which he began by 
appealing. He gave three months to an article on the finances of the United 
States, just then a subject greatly needing treatment; and when he had finished it, 
he sent it to London to his friend Henry Reeve, the ponderous editor of the 
Edinburgh Review. Reeve probably thought it good; at all events, he said so; and 
he printed it in April. Of course it was reprinted in America, but in England such 
articles were still anonymous, and the author remained unknown.%

The author was not then asking for advertisement, and made no claim for 
credit. His object was literary. He wanted to win a place on the staff of the 
Edinburgh Review, under the vast shadow of Lord Macaulay; and, to a young 
American in 1868, such rank seemed colossal—the highest in the literary world—
as it had been only five-and-twenty years before. Time and tide had flowed since 
then, but the position still flattered vanity, though it brought no other flattery or 
reward except the regular thirty pounds of pay—fifty dollars a month, measured 
in time and labor. 

The Edinburgh article finished, he set himself to work on a scheme for the 
North American Review. In England, Lord Robert Cecil had invented for the 
London Quarterly an annual review of politics which he called the “Session.” 
Adams stole the idea and the name—he thought he had been enough in Lord 
Robert’s house, in days of his struggle with adversity, to excuse the theft—and 
began what he meant for a permanent series of annual political reviews which he 
hoped to make, in time, a political authority. With his sources of information, 
and his social intimacies at Washington, he could not help saying something that 
would command attention. He had the field to himself, and he meant to give 
himself a free hand, as he went on. Whether the newspapers liked it or not, they 
would have to reckon with him; for such a power, once established, was more 
effective than all the speeches in Congress or reports to the President that could 
be crammed into the Government presses. 
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adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, 
opportunity, privilege. 

advertisement: (n) declaration, advert, 
bill, circular, proclamation, notice, 
advertising, ad, publication, placard, 
propaganda. 

amusing: (adj) humorous, fun, 
pleasant, entertaining, risible,  

comical, diverting, enjoyable, 
laughable, agreeable, pleasing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tragic, boring, 
unpleasant, unfunny, tiring, grim, 
depressing, sad, annoying, heavy, 
serious. 

appealing: (adj) charming, adorable, 
prepossessing, enchanting, inviting, 
fascinating, engaging, absorbing, 
likable, pretty, magnetic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unappealing, 
repellent, disgusting, unattractive,  

unpleasant, horrifying, 
unsympathetic, uninteresting, 
repulsive, modern, forgettable. 

crammed: (adj) packed, full, 
overcrowded, chock-full, stuffed, 
jammed, brimming, congested, 
overflowing, saturated, teeming. 

reeve: (n) ruler, ruff, greeve; (v) pass 
through. 

stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
alba, cassock. 
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The first of these “Sessions” appeared in April, but it could not be condensed 
into a single article, and had to be supplemented in October by another which 
bore the title of “Civil Service Reform,” and was really a part of the same review. 
A good deal of authentic history slipped into these papers. Whether any one 
except his press associates ever read them, he never knew and never greatly 
cared. The difference is slight, to the influence of an author, whether he is read 
by five hundred readers, or by five hundred thousand; if he can select the five 
hundred, he reaches the five hundred thousand. The fateful year 1870 was near 
at hand, which was to mark the close of the literary epoch, when quarterlies gave 
way to monthlies; letter-press to illustration; volumes to pages. The outburst was 
brilliant. Bret Harte led, and Robert Louis Stevenson followed. Guy de 
Maupassant and Rudyard Kipling brought up the rear, and dazzled the world. 
As usual, Adams found himself fifty years behind his time, but a number of 
belated wanderers kept him company, and they produced on each other the 
effect or illusion of a public opinion. They straggled apart, at longer and longer 
intervals, through the procession, but they were still within hearing distance of 
each other. The drift was still superficially conservative. Just as the Church 
spoke with apparent authority, of the quarterlies laid down an apparent law, and 
no one could surely say where the real authority, or the real law, lay. Science lid 
not know. Truths a priori held their own against truths surely relative. According 
to Lowell, Right was forever on the scaffold, Wrong was forever on the Throne; 
and most people still thought they believed it. Adams was not the only relic of 
the eighteenth century, and he could still depend on a certain number of 
listeners—mostly respectable, and some rich.%

Want of audience did not trouble him; he was well enough off in that respect, 
and would have succeeded in all his calculations if this had been his only hazard. 
Where he broke down was at a point where he always suffered wreck and where 
nine adventurers out of ten make their errors. One may be more or less certain of 
organized forces; one can never be certain of men. He belonged to the eighteenth 
century, and the eighteenth century upset all his plans. For the moment, America 
was more eighteenth century than himself; it reverted to the stone age. 
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fateful: (adj) decisive, fatal, disastrous, 
crucial, foreboding, ominous, black, 
conclusive, calamitous, inauspicious, 
momentous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
healthy, trivial, unimportant, 
auspicious, fortunate, lucky, 
favorable. 

hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, 
endanger, peril, adventure, bet, 
wager; (n) danger, fortune, jeopardy, 
accident. ANTONYMS: (n) safety, 
security; (v) protect. 

procession: (n) march, convoy, 
cortege, cavalcade, file, string, 
pageant, series, sequence, progress, 
column. 

reaches: (n) recess. 
reverted: (adj) inverse. 
scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 

framework, foundation, gallows, 
stand, transom, summer, trave, 
Travis, stage. 

superficially: (adv) outwardly, 
cursorily, apparently, hastily,  

perfunctorily, trivially, glibly, 
externally, facilely, frivolously, 
seemingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deeply, seriously, internally, 
basically, very, truly, underneath. 

wreck: (n, v) smash, shipwreck, wrack; 
(v) damage, spoil, demolish, destroy, 
devastate; (n) crash, ruins, 
destruction. ANTONYMS: (v) build, 
preserve, create, repair, assist; (n) 
creation. 
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As education—of a certain sort—the story had probably a certain value, 
though he could never see it. One seldom can see much education in the buck of 
a broncho; even less in the kick of a mule. The lesson it teaches is only that of 
getting out of the animal’s way. This was the lesson that Henry Adams had 
learned over and over again in politics since 1860.%

At least four-fifths of the American people—Adams among the rest—had 
united in the election of General Grant to the Presidency, and probably had been 
more or less affected in their choice by the parallel they felt between Grant and 
Washington. Nothing could be more obvious. Grant represented order. He was a 
great soldier, and the soldier always represented order. He might be as partisan 
as he pleased, but a general who had organized and commanded half a million 
or a million men in the field, must know how to administer. Even Washington, 
who was, in education and experience, a mere cave-dweller, had known how to 
organize a government, and had found Jeffersons and Hamiltons to organize his 
departments. The task of bringing the Government back to regular practices, and 
of restoring moral and mechanical order to administration, was not very 
difficult; it was ready to do it itself, with a little encouragement. No doubt the 
confusion, especially in the old slave States and in the currency, was 
considerable, but, the general disposition was good, and every one had echoed 
that famous phrase: “Let us have peace.” 

Adams was young and easily deceived, in spite of his diplomatic adventures, 
but even at twice his age he could not see that this reliance on Grant was 
unreasonable. Had Grant been a Congressman one would have been on one’s 
guard, for one knew the type. One never expected from a Congressman more 
than good intentions and public spirit. Newspaper-men as a rule had no great 
respect for the lower House; Senators had less; and Cabinet officers had none at 
all. Indeed, one day when Adams was pleading with a Cabinet officer for 
patience and tact in dealing with Representatives, the Secretary impatiently 
broke out: “You can’t use tact with a Congressman! A Congressman is a hog! 
You must take a stick and hit him on the snout!” Adams knew far too little, 
compared with the Secretary, to contradict him, though he thought the phrase 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

administer: (n, v) manage, rule, 
minister, command; (v) dispense, 
distribute, give, operate, deal, supply, 
handle. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
neglect, frustrate, refuse, deny, 
mismanage, take. 

adventures: (n) experiences, fortunes, 
confessions, journal, life, biography, 
autobiography, personal narrative. 

bringing: (n) delivery, consignment, 
serving, service, passage, post. 

broncho: (n) bronc, cayuse, mustang. 

buck: (n) dollar, stag, beau, boar, 
greenback, exquisite, fop, clam, hart; 
(v) charge; (n, v) buck jump. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conform, 
surrender; (n) female, girl. 

mule: (n) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, 
mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) 
hybrid, crossbreed, Metis. 

partisan: (n) backer, champion, friend, 
bigot, disciple, advocate, adherent, 
enthusiast; (adj, n) sectarian, partizan; 
(adj) biased. ANTONYMS: (n)  

peacekeepers, opponent, rebel, 
turncoat; (adj) unbiased, nonpartisan, 
Standard, impartial, fair, disloyal. 

pleading: (adj) importunate, 
imploring, beseeching, appealing, 
suppliant; (n) defense, replication, 
demurrer, defence, advocacy, 
argument. 

restoring: (n) reinstatement, 
restoration; (adj) grateful, refective, 
comforting, refreshing. 
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somewhat harsh even as applied to the average Congressman of 1869—he saw 
little or nothing of later ones—but he knew a shorter way of silencing criticism. 
He had but to ask: “If a Congressman is a hog, what is a Senator?” This innocent 
question, put in a candid spirit, petrified any executive officer that ever sat a 
week in his office. Even Adams admitted that Senators passed belief. The comic 
side of their egotism partly disguised its extravagance, but faction had gone so 
far under Andrew Johnson that at times the whole Senate seemed to catch 
hysterics of nervous bucking without apparent reason. Great leaders, like 
Sumner and Conkling, could not be burlesqued; they were more grotesque than 
ridicule could make them; even Grant, who rarely sparkled in epigram, became 
witty on their account; but their egotism and factiousness were no laughing 
matter. They did permanent and terrible mischief, as Garfield and Blaine, and 
even McKinley and John Hay, were to feel. The most troublesome task of a 
reform President was that of bringing the Senate back to decency.%

Therefore no one, and Henry Adams less than most, felt hope that any 
President chosen from the ranks of politics or politicians would raise the 
character of government; and by instinct if not by reason, all the world united on 
Grant. The Senate understood what the world expected, and waited in silence for 
a struggle with Grant more serious than that with Andrew Johnson. Newspaper-
men were alive with eagerness to support the President against the Senate. The 
newspaper-man is, more than most men, a double personality; and his person 
feels best satisfied in its double instincts when writing in one sense and thinking 
in another. All newspaper-men, whatever they wrote, felt alike about the Senate. 
Adams floated with the stream. He was eager to join in the fight which he 
foresaw as sooner or later inevitable. He meant to support the Executive in 
attacking the Senate and taking away its two-thirds vote and power of 
confirmation, nor did he much care how it should be done, for he thought it safer 
to effect the revolution in 1870 than to wait till 1920.. 

With this thought in his mind, he went to the Capitol to hear the names 
announced which should reveal the carefully guarded secret of Grant’s Cabinet. 
To the end of his life, he wondered at the suddenness of the revolution which 
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bucking: (n) slashing, contradiction. 
eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (n) 

enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance. 

epigram: (n) aphorism, joke, witticism, 
expression, locution, saying, crack, 
wisecrack, moral, jeu d'esprit, smart  

saying. 
extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 

excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness. 

hysterics: (adj) frenzy, hysterical, 
phrensy; (n) panic, mirth, emotional 
behavior, dramatics, paroxysm, rage, 

tantrum, affected behavior. 
petrified: (adj) mineralized, 

motionless, frightened, scared, numb, 
stiff, harder, firm, mineral, like a 
statue, lacking sensation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, fearless. 

shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior. 
witty: (adj, v) smart, clever, sharp, 

brilliant; (adj) amusing, funny, 
facetious, jocular, intelligent, quick, 
comic. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
unamusing, unfunny, thick. 
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actually, within five minutes, changed his intended future into an absurdity so 
laughable as to make him ashamed of it. He was to hear a long list of Cabinet 
announcements not much weaker or more futile than that of Grant, and none of 
them made him blush, while Grant’s nominations had the singular effect of 
making the hearer ashamed, not so much of Grant, as of himself. He had made 
another total misconception of life—another inconceivable false start. Yet, 
unlikely as it seemed, he had missed his motive narrowly, and his intention had 
been more than sound, for the Senators made no secret of saying with senatorial 
frankness that Grant’s nominations betrayed his intent as plainly as they 
betrayed his incompetence. A great soldier might be a baby politician.%

Adams left the Capitol, much in the same misty mental condition that he 
recalled as marking his railway journey to London on May 13, 1861; he felt in 
himself what Gladstone bewailed so sadly, “the incapacity of viewing things all 
round.” He knew, without absolutely saying it, that Grant had cut short the life 
which Adams had laid out for himself in the future. After such a miscarriage, no 
thought of effectual reform could revive for at least one generation, and he had 
no fancy for ineffectual politics. What course could he sail next? He had tried so 
many, and society had barred them all! For the moment, he saw no hope but in 
following the stream on which he had launched himself. The new Cabinet, as 
individuals, were not hostile. Subsequently Grant made changes in the list which 
were mostly welcome to a Bostonian—or should have been—although fatal to 
Adams. The name of Hamilton Fish, as Secretary of State, suggested extreme 
conservatism and probable deference to Sumner. The name of George S. 
Boutwell, as Secretary of the Treasury, suggested only a somewhat lugubrious 
joke; Mr. Boutwell could be described only as the opposite of Mr. McCulloch, 
and meant inertia; or, in plain words, total extinction for any one resembling 
Henry Adams. On the other hand, the name of Jacob D. Cox, as Secretary of the 
Interior, suggested help and comfort; while that of Judge Hoar, as Attorney-
General, promised friendship. On the whole, the personal outlook, merely for 
literary purposes, seemed fairly cheerful, and the political outlook, though hazy, 
still depended on Grant himself. No one doubted that Grant’s intention had been 
one of reform; that his aim had been to place his administration above politics; 
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effectual: (adj, n) efficient, efficacious, 
able; (adj) forceful, telling, 
authoritative, operative, potent, 
adequate, impressive, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ineffectual, 
incapable, weak, impotent, 
ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless. 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness,  

ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness. 

laughable: (adj) absurd, amusing, 
humorous, comical, ludicrous, 
ridiculous, farcical, droll, comic, 
foolish, jocular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, adequate, generous, 
impressive. 

lugubrious: (adj) dismal, gloomy, 
doleful, dark, funereal, melancholy,  

grievous, somber, dolorous, 
plaintive, miserable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cheerful. 

miscarriage: (n, v) failure; (n) flop, 
fiasco, spontaneous abortion, defeat, 
disappointment, failing, balk, 
frustration; (v) fail, fault. 

misconception: (n) misapprehension, 
error, mistake, fallacy, delusion, 
illusion, mirage, fantasy, fancy, 
misinterpretation, paralogism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) concept, fact. 
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and until he should actually drive his supporters away, one might hope to 
support him. One’s little lantern must therefore be turned on Grant. One seemed 
to know him so well, and really knew so little.%

By chance it happened that Adam Badeau took the lower suite of rooms at 
Dohna’s, and, as it was convenient to have one table, the two men dined together 
and became intimate. Badeau was exceedingly social, though not in appearance 
imposing. He was stout; his face was red, and his habits were regularly irregular; 
but he was very intelligent, a good newspaper-man, and an excellent military 
historian. His life of Grant was no ordinary book. Unlike most newspaper-men, 
he was a friendly critic of Grant, as suited an officer who had been on the 
General’s staff. As a rule, the newspaper correspondents in Washington were 
unfriendly, and the lobby sceptical. From that side one heard tales that made 
one’s hair stand on end, and the old West Point army officers were no more 
flattering. All described him as vicious, narrow, dull, and vindictive. Badeau, 
who had come to Washington for a consulate which was slow to reach him, 
resorted more or less to whiskey for encouragement, and became irritable, 
besides being loquacious. He talked much about Grant, and showed a certain 
artistic feeling for analysis of character, as a true literary critic would naturally 
do. Loyal to Grant, and still more so to Mrs. Grant, who acted as his patroness, 
he said nothing, even when far gone, that was offensive about either, but he held 
that no one except himself and Rawlins understood the General. To him, Grant 
appeared as an intermittent energy, immensely powerful when awake, but 
passive and plastic in repose. He said that neither he nor the rest of the staff 
knew why Grant succeeded; they believed in him because of his success. For 
stretches of time, his mind seemed torpid. Rawlins and the others would 
systematically talk their ideas into it, for weeks, not directly, but by discussion 
among themselves, in his presence. In the end, he would announce the idea as 
his own, without seeming conscious of the discussion; and would give the orders 
to carry it out with all the energy that belonged to his nature. They could never 
measure his character or be sure when he would act. They could never follow a 
mental process in his thought. They were not sure that he did think. 
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consulate: (n) consulship, 
administration. 

correspondents: (n) reporters, press, 
newspapers, journalists. 

irritable: (adj) fractious, irascible, 
edgy, cantankerous, touchy, petulant, 
excitable, cross, sensitive, grumpy, 
disagreeable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, happy, cheerful, amiable, 
patient, pleasant, stable, courteous; 
(n) cheeriness. 

loquacious: (adj) talkative, chatty,  

gabby, wordy, verbose, talky, glib, 
voluble, linguacious, expansive, 
gossipy. ANTONYMS: (adj) taciturn, 
reticent. 

orders: (n) holy orders, information, 
preparation, remit, briefing, 
guidelines. 

patroness: (n) supporter, sponsor, 
benefactress, support, donor, fairy 
godmother. 

unfriendly: (adj) inimical, distant, 
adverse, antagonistic, unkind, cold,  

inhospitable, icy; (adj, adv) chilly; (adj, 
v) unfavorable; (adv) hostilely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
welcoming, warm, amiable, 
approachable, sociable, hospitable, 
kindly, nice, outgoing, pleasant. 

vindictive: (adj) vengeful, malicious, 
revengeful, unforgiving, punitive, 
malevolent, remorseless, implacable, 
despiteful, vindicative, virulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, charitable, 
forgiving, helpful, merciful, tolerant. 
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In all this, Adams took deep interest, for although he was not, like Badeau, 
waiting for Mrs. Grant’s power of suggestion to act on the General’s mind in 
order to germinate in a consulate or a legation, his portrait gallery of great men 
was becoming large, and it amused him to add an authentic likeness of the 
greatest general the world had seen since Napoleon. Badeau’s analysis was 
rather delicate; infinitely superior to that of Sam Ward or Charles Nordhoff.%

Badeau took Adams to the White House one evening and introduced him to 
the President and Mrs. Grant. First and last, he saw a dozen Presidents at the 
White House, and the most famous were by no means the most agreeable, but he 
found Grant the most curious object of study among them all. About no one did 
opinions differ so widely. Adams had no opinion, or occasion to make one. A 
single word with Grant satisfied him that, for his own good, the fewer words he 
risked, the better. Thus far in life he had met with but one man of the same 
intellectual or unintellectual type—Garibaldi. Of the two, Garibaldi seemed to 
him a trifle the more intellectual, but, in both, the intellect counted for nothing; 
only the energy counted. The type was pre-intellectual, archaic, and would have 
seemed so even to the cave-dwellers. Adam, according to legend, was such a 
man. 

In time one came to recognize the type in other men, with differences and 
variations, as normal; men whose energies were the greater, the less they wasted 
on thought; men who sprang from the soil to power; apt to be distrustful of 
themselves and of others; shy; jealous; sometimes vindictive; more or less dull in 
outward appearance; always needing stimulants, but for whom action was the 
highest stimulant—the instinct of fight. Such men were forces of nature, energies 
of the prime, like the Pteraspis, but they made short work of scholars. They had 
commanded thousands of such and saw no more in them than in others. The fact 
was certain; it crushed argument and intellect at once. 

Adams did not feel Grant as a hostile force; like Badeau he saw only an 
uncertain one. When in action he was superb and safe to follow; only when 
torpid he was dangerous. To deal with him one must stand near, like Rawlins, 
and practice more or less sympathetic habits. Simple-minded beyond the 
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archaic: (adj) antiquated, old-
fashioned, old, primitive, 
antediluvian, ancient, outdated, 
outmoded, quaint, obsolete, hoary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) current, 
contemporary, fresh, new, young. 

authentic: (adj) genuine, actual, 
straight, right, real, accurate, valid, 
believable, bona fide, true; (adj, v) 
authoritative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bogus, fake, unrealistic, false, 
spurious, phony, counterfeit,  

dishonest, unauthorized, 
unbelievable, imitation. 

germinate: (v) sprout, shoot, bud, 
develop, pullulate, grow, bourgeon, 
burgeon forth, blossom, spring, open.

infinitely: (adv) greatly, vastly, 
immensely, immeasurably, 
boundlessly, enormously, 
unboundedly, hugely, ceaselessly, 
unendingly; (adj, adv) incalculably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) finitely. 

jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious,  

covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
resentful, invidious, green, grudging, 
jaundiced, attentive. ANTONYM: 
(adj) trusting. 

legation: (n) deputation, delegation, 
embassy, commission, foreign 
mission, legateship, spot, office, post, 
position, situation. 

unintellectual: (adj) unthinking, 
unreasoning, vacant, unintelligent, 
unideal, thoughtless, dull, ignorant, 
inconsiderate. 

 

  



Henry Adams 259

experience of Wall Street or State Street, he resorted, like most men of the same 
intellectual calibre, to commonplaces when at a loss for expression: “Let us have 
peace!” or, “The best way to treat a bad law is to execute it”; or a score of such 
reversible sentences generally to be gauged by their sententiousness; but 
sometimes he made one doubt his good faith; as when he seriously remarked to a 
particularly bright young woman that Venice would be a fine city if it were 
drained. In Mark Twain, this suggestion would have taken rank among his best 
witticisms; in Grant it was a measure of simplicity not singular. Robert E. Lee 
betrayed the same intellectual commonplace, in a Virginian form, not to the same 
degree, but quite distinctly enough for one who knew the American. What 
worried Adams was not the commonplace; it was, as usual, his own education. 
Grant fretted and irritated him, like the Terebratula, as a defiance of first 
principles. He had no right to exist. He should have been extinct for ages. The 
idea that, as society grew older, it grew one-sided, upset evolution, and made of 
education a fraud. That, two thousand years after Alexander the Great and Julius 
Caesar, a man like Grant should be called—and should actually and truly be—
the highest product of the most advanced evolution, made evolution ludicrous. 
One must be as commonplace as Grant’s own commonplaces to maintain such an 
absurdity. The progress of evolution from President Washington to President 
Grant, was alone evidence enough to upset Darwin.%

Education became more perplexing at every phase. No theory was worth the 
pen that wrote it. America had no use for Adams because he was eighteenth-
century, and yet it worshipped Grant because he was archaic and should have 
lived in a cave and worn skins. Darwinists ought to conclude that America was 
reverting to the stone age, but the theory of reversion was more absurd than that 
of evolution. Grant’s administration reverted to nothing. One could not catch a 
trait of the past, still less of the future. It was not even sensibly American. Not an 
official in it, except perhaps Rawlins whom Adams never met, and who died in 
September, suggested an American idea. 

Yet this administration, which upset Adams’s whole life, was not unfriendly; 
it was made up largely of friends. Secretary Fish was almost kind; he kept the 
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absurdity: (n) absurdness, nonsense, 
silliness, nonsensicality, 
meaninglessness, illogicality, 
stupidity, folly, fatuity, idiocy, 
preposterousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
logic, reasonableness, worthiness, 
solemnity, sensibleness. 

calibre: (n) bore, size, quality, level, 
diam, dimension, nature, inferiority, 
grade, diameter, degree. 

execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, 
perform, accomplish, act, effect, carry 

out, enforce, make, fulfill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, 
disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive. 

irritated: (adj) annoyed, exasperated, 
incensed, enraged, aggravated, 
furious, irate, inflamed, sore, 
displeased, provoked. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, pleased, patient, 
contented. 

reversible: (adj) revocable, bilateral, 
voidable, repealable, changeful, 
abrogable; (v) unable to say no.  

ANTONYM: (adj) nonreversible. 
reversion: (n) relapse, atavism, 

regression, regress, return, reversal, 
lapse, inheritance, inversion, 
heritage, escheat. 

reverting: (n) reversion, relapse, 
relapsing, recidivism, lapse, 
backsliding, lapsing, regress, 
reversal; (adj) returning, reversive. 

robert: (n) Henry Martin Robert. 
skins: (n) cash, folding money. 
witticisms: (n) facetiae. 
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tradition of New York social values; he was human and took no pleasure in 
giving pain. Adams felt no prejudice whatever in his favor, and he had nothing 
in mind or person to attract regard; his social gifts were not remarkable; he was 
not in the least magnetic; he was far from young; but he won confidence from the 
start and remained a friend to the finish. As far as concerned Mr. Fish, one felt 
rather happily suited, and one was still better off in the Interior Department with 
J. D. Cox. Indeed, if Cox had been in the Treasury and Boutwell in the Interior, 
one would have been quite satisfied as far as personal relations went, while, in 
the Attorney-General’s Office, Judge Hoar seemed to fill every possible ideal, 
both personal and political.%

The difficulty was not the want of friends, and had the whole government 
been filled with them, it would have helped little without the President and the 
Treasury. Grant avowed from the start a policy of drift; and a policy of drift 
attaches only barnacles. At thirty, one has no interest in becoming a barnacle, but 
even in that character Henry Adams would have been ill-seen. His friends were 
reformers, critics, doubtful in party allegiance, and he was himself an object of 
suspicion. Grant had no objects, wanted no help, wished for no champions. The 
Executive asked only to be let alone. This was his meaning when he said: “Let us 
have peace! “ 

No one wanted to go into opposition. As for Adams, all his hopes of success 
in life turned on his finding an administration to support. He knew well enough 
the rules of self-interest. He was for sale. He wanted to be bought. His price was 
excessively cheap, for he did not even ask an office, and had his eye, not on the 
Government, but on New York. All he wanted was something to support; 
something that would let itself be supported. Luck went dead against him. For 
once, he was fifty years in advance of his time. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

allegiance: (n) adherence, dedication, 
devotion, faith, troth, faithfulness, 
commitment, fidelity, homage, 
constancy, fealty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sedition, treason, betrayal, 
disobedience, enmity, treachery, 
indifference. 

barnacle: (n) bernacle, crustacean, 
acorn barnacle, goose, spectacles, 
cerriped, cerripede, hanger-on, 
parasite, barnacle goose. 

barnacles: (n) spectacles, glasses,  

specs, eyeglass, goggles, subclass 
Cirripedia, class Crustacea, 
Cirripedia, Crustacea. 

drift: (adj, n) stream; (n) current, 
course, tendency, tone, intent; (adj, n, 
v) flow; (n, v) aim, blow; (v) ramble, 
float. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
struggle, set, sink, aim, repel. 

prejudice: (n, v) harm, hurt, damage; 
(v) influence, predispose, injure; (n) 
disadvantage, partiality, 
preconceived notion, discrimination, 

preconception. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tolerance, fairness, impartiality, 
justice, broadmindedness; (v) 
enhance. 

suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 
adapted, convenient; (adj) 
appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, wrong, inappropriate. 

supported: (adj) sustained, backed, 
bolstered, based; (v) borne, carried, 
conveyed, supporting; (adv) on. 
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CHAPTER  % XV I I I  

 
FREE  F IGHT  ( 1869 -1870 )  

 
 

THE old New Englander was apt to be a solitary animal, but the young New 
Englander was sometimes human. Judge Hoar brought his son Sam to 
Washington, and Sam Hoar loved largely and well. He taught Adams the charm 
of Washington spring. Education for education, none ever compared with the 
delight of this. The Potomac and its tributaries squandered beauty. Rock Creek 
was as wild as the Rocky Mountains. Here and there a negro log cabin alone 
disturbed the dogwood and the judas-tree, the azalea and the laurel. The tulip 
and the chestnut gave no sense of struggle against a stingy nature. The soft, full 
outlines of the landscape carried no hidden horror of glaciers in its bosom. The 
brooding heat of the profligate vegetation; the cool charm of the running water; 
the terrific splendor of the June thunder-gust in the deep and solitary woods, 
were all sensual, animal, elemental. No European spring had shown him the 
same intermixture of delicate grace and passionate depravity that marked the 
Maryland May. He loved it too much, as though it were Greek and half human. 
He could not leave it, but loitered on into July, falling into the Southern ways of 
the summer village about La Fayette Square, as one whose rights of inheritance 
could not be questioned. Few Americans were so poor as to question them. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

azalea: (n) rhododendron. 
depravity: (n) corruption, evil, 

degeneracy, depravation, 
debauchery, degeneration, 
degradation, wickedness, vice, 
turpitude; (adj) demoralization. 
ANTONYMS: (n) honor, justice, 
morality, nobility, purity, restraint, 
uprightness, virtue, righteousness, 
decency, goodness. 

dogwood: (n) cornel, bunchberry, 
crackerberry, cornelian cherry,  

dogwood tree, common European 
dogwood, common white dogwood. 

intermixture: (n) concoction, 
admixture, mix, mixture, alloy, 
commixture, blend, filling, dough, 
commixion, batter. 

laurel: (n) bays, honor, rose-laurel, 
cassia, cinnamon, sweet bay, Daphne, 
bay tree, palm, garland, fame. 

profligate: (adj) debauched, lavish, 
corrupt, extravagant, immoral, 
wasteful, abandoned; (adj, n)  

prodigal, licentious, spendthrift, 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) frugal, 
upright, moral, economical, 
parsimonious, sensible, cautious, 
innocent. 

spring: (n, v) leap, bound, hop, 
fountain, skip, caper, bounce, dive, 
dance; (n) source; (v) originate. 

tulip: (n) iris, rainbow, cottage tulip, 
candlestick tulip, chameleon, dwarf 
tulip; (adj) lily, asphodel, anemone, 
buttercup, daffodil. 
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In spite of the fatal deception—or undeception—about Grant’s political 
character, Adams’s first winter in Washington had so much amused him that he 
had not a thought of change. He loved it too much to question its value. What 
did he know about its value, or what did any one know? His father knew more 
about it than any one else in Boston, and he was amused to find that his father, 
whose recollections went back to 1820, betrayed for Washington much the same 
sentimental weakness, and described the society about President Monroe much 
as his son felt the society about President Johnson. He feared its effect on young 
men, with some justice, since it had been fatal to two of his brothers; but he 
understood the charm, and he knew that a life in Quincy or Boston was not likely 
to deaden it.%

Henry was in a savage humor on the subject of Boston. He saw Boutwells at 
every counter. He found a personal grief in every tree. Fifteen or twenty years 
afterwards, Clarence King used to amuse him by mourning over the narrow 
escape that nature had made in attaining perfection. Except for two mistakes, the 
earth would have been a success. One of these errors was the inclination of the 
ecliptic; the other was the differentiation of the sexes, and the saddest thought 
about the last was that it should have been so modern. Adams, in his splenetic 
temper, held that both these unnecessary evils had wreaked their worst on 
Boston. The climate made eternal war on society, and sex was a species of crime. 
The ecliptic had inclined itself beyond recovery till life was as thin as the elm 
trees. Of course he was in the wrong. The thinness was in himself, not in Boston; 
but this is a story of education, and Adams was struggling to shape himself to his 
time. Boston was trying to do the same thing. Everywhere, except in Washington, 
Americans were toiling for the same object. Every one complained of 
surroundings, except where, as at Washington, there were no surroundings to 
complain of. Boston kept its head better than its neighbors did, and very little 
time was needed to prove it, even to Adams’s confusion. 

Before he got back to Quincy, the summer was already half over, and in 
another six weeks the effects of President Grant’s character showed themselves. 
They were startling—astounding—terrifying. The mystery that shrouded the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attaining: (v) attain, achieve; (n) 
attainment. 

deaden: (n, v) dampen, blunt, benumb, 
stun, obtund; (adj, n, v) damp; (v) 
muffle, mute, cushion; (adj, v) quell; 
(adj) allay. ANTONYMS: (v) 
accentuate, amplify, enliven, 
heighten, strengthen, build, 
invigorate, increase. 

described: (adj) delineate, detailed, 
delineated, alleged. 

ecliptic: (n) orbit, equator, circle. 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, 
sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
grieving; (v) lamenting. 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography. 

shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a veil, 
unseen, ulterior, masked, enclosed, 
misty. 

splenetic: (adj) fretful, peevish, angry, 

irritable, cross, splenic; (adj, n) 
morose; (v) bilious, atrabilious, 
saturnine; (n) sour. 

thinness: (n) slenderness, slimness, 
tenuity, leanness, rarity, narrowness, 
slightness, fluidity, fluidness, 
maceration, emaciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) plumpness, 
stoutness, width, thickness, fatness, 
roundness, coarseness, strength. 

toiling: (adj) labouring, drudging, 
busy. 
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famous, classical attempt of Jay Gould to corner gold in September, 1869, has 
never been cleared up—at least so far as to make it intelligible to Adams. Gould 
was led, by the change at Washington, into the belief that he could safely corner 
gold without interference from the Government. He took a number of 
precautions, which he admitted; and he spent a large sum of money, as he also 
testified, to obtain assurances which were not sufficient to have satisfied so 
astute a gambler; yet he made the venture. Any criminal lawyer must have 
begun investigation by insisting, rigorously, that no such man, in such a 
position, could be permitted to plead that he had taken, and pursued, such a 
course, without assurances which did satisfy him. The plea was professionally 
inadmissible.%

This meant that any criminal lawyer would have been bound to start an 
investigation by insisting that Gould had assurances from the White House or 
the Treasury, since none other could have satisfied him. To young men wasting 
their summer at Quincy for want of some one to hire their services at three 
dollars a day, such a dramatic scandal was Heaven-sent. Charles and Henry 
Adams jumped at it like salmon at a fly, with as much voracity as Jay Gould, or 
his ame damnee Jim Fisk, had ever shown for Erie; and with as little fear of 
consequences. They risked something; no one could say what; but the people 
about the Erie office were not regarded as lambs. 

The unravelling a skein so tangled as that of the Erie Railway was a task that 
might have given months of labor to the most efficient District Attorney, with all 
his official tools to work with. Charles took the railway history; Henry took the 
so-called Gold Conspiracy; and they went to New York to work it up. The 
surface was in full view. They had no trouble in Wall Street, and they paid their 
respects in person to the famous Jim Fisk in his Opera-House Palace; but the 
New York side of the story helped Henry little. He needed to penetrate the 
political mystery, and for this purpose he had to wait for Congress to meet. At 
first he feared that Congress would suppress the scandal, but the Congressional 
Investigation was ordered and took place. He soon knew all that was to be 
known; the material for his essay was furnished by the Government. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astute: (adj) shrewd, artful, bright, 
sharp, quick, cunning, crafty, 
sagacious, wily, clever; (adj, v) canny. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, stupid, 
slow, dumb, dim, idiotic, retarded, 
unintelligent, foolish, obtuse, 
indiscriminate. 

furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, 
privileged, instruct, carrying 
weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) 
provide, furnish, begone, beset. 

gambler: (n) gamester, adventurer,  

punter, plunger, croupier, bettor, 
bookmaker, speculator, gamblers, 
high roller, shooter. 

penetrate: (v) bore, imbue, fathom, 
infiltrate, pierce, permeate, cut, filter, 
interpenetrate, get through, enter. 

professionally: (adv) expertly, 
occupationally, proficiently, 
competently, adeptly, technically, 
vocationally, resourcefully, skillfully, 
skilledly, efficiently. 

rigorously: (adv) severely, strictly,  

stringently, carefully, harshly, 
exactly, austerely, closely, narrowly, 
stiffly, gravely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
leniently, lightheartedly, negligently. 

skein: (n, v) mesh; (n) tangle, flock, 
maze, covey, snarl, bevy, tuft; (v) net, 
plexus, sleeve. 

voracity: (n) rapacity, greed, gluttony, 
ravenousness, rapaciousness, 
esurience, greediness, eagerness, 
hunger, voraciousness, covetousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) moderation. 
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Material %furnished by a government seldom satisfies critics or historians, for 
it lies always under suspicion. Here was a mystery, and as usual, the chief 
mystery was the means of making sure that any mystery existed. All Adams’s 
great friends—Fish, Cox, Hoar, Evarts, Sumner, and their surroundings—were 
precisely the persons most mystified. They knew less than Adams did; they 
sought information, and frankly admitted that their relations with the White 
House and the Treasury were not confidential. No one volunteered advice. No 
one offered suggestion. One got no light, even from the press, although press 
agents expressed in private the most damning convictions with their usual 
cynical frankness. The Congressional Committee took a quantity of evidence 
which it dared not probe, and refused to analyze. Although the fault lay 
somewhere on the Administration, and could lie nowhere else, the trail always 
faded and died out at the point where any member of the Administration 
became visible. Every one dreaded to press inquiry. Adams himself feared 
finding out too much. He found out too much already, when he saw in evidence 
that Jay Gould had actually succeeded in stretching his net over Grant’s closest 
surroundings, and that Boutwell’s incompetence was the bottom of Gould’s 
calculation. With the conventional air of assumed confidence, every one in public 
assured every one else that the President himself was the savior of the situation, 
and in private assured each other that if the President had not been caught this 
time, he was sure to be trapped the next, for the ways of Wall Street were dark 
and double. All this was wildly exciting to Adams. That Grant should have 
fallen, within six months, into such a morass—or should have let Boutwell drop 
him into it—rendered the outlook for the next four years—probably eight—
possibly twelve—mysterious, or frankly opaque, to a young man who had 
hitched his wagon, as Emerson told him, to the star of reform. The country might 
outlive it, but not he. The worst scandals of the eighteenth century were 
relatively harmless by the side of this, which smirched executive, judiciary, 
banks, corporate systems, professions, and people, all the great active forces of 
society, in one dirty cesspool of vulgar corruption. Only six months before, this 
innocent young man, fresh from the cynicism of European diplomacy, had 
expected to enter an honorable career in the press as the champion and confidant 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cesspool: (n) drain, septic tank, sink, 
sump, cistern, latrine, night soil; (adj) 
cess. 

damning: (n) curse, denunciation, 
malediction; (adj) incriminating, 
condemnatory, derogatory, 
inculpatory, offensive, inculpative. 
ANTONYM: (adj) complimentary. 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, 
fearsome; (v) drad. 

judiciary: (adj, n) judicatory; (adj) 
judicial, legal; (n) judicature, bench, 
judicial system, judge, organization, 
organisation, system, court. 

mystified: (adj) metagrabolized, 
puzzled, perplexed, metagrobolized, 
bemused, unclear, at a loss, 
metagrobolised, baffled, flummoxed, 
having difficulties. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) enlightened, clear. 

opaque: (adj) dense, muddy, obscure, 
cloudy, hazy, murky, thick,  

unintelligible, milky, misty, vague. 
ANTONYM: (adj) transparent. 

outlive: (v) survive, live, endure, 
overlive, live through, make it, 
overbide, overcome, remain, 
supervive, subsist. 

savior: (n) rescuer, saviour, deliverer, 
saver, redeemer, liberator, Christ, 
benefactor, Jesus Christ, tutelary 
saint, helper. 

smirched: (adj) dingy, dirty, smudged, 
unclean, smudgy. 
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of a new Washington, and already he foresaw a life of wasted energy, sweeping 
the stables of American society clear of the endless corruption which his second 
Washington was quite certain to breed.%

By vigorously shutting one’s eyes, as though one were an Assistant Secretary, 
a writer for the press might ignore the Erie scandal, and still help his friends or 
allies in the Government who were doing their best to give it an air of decency; 
but a few weeks showed that the Erie scandal was a mere incident, a rather 
vulgar Wall Street trap, into which, according to one’s point of view Grant had 
been drawn by Jay Gould, or Jay Gould had been misled by Grant. One could 
hardly doubt that both of them were astonished and disgusted by the result; but 
neither Jay Gould nor any other astute American mind—still less the complex 
Jew—could ever have accustomed itself to the incredible and inexplicable lapses 
of Grant’s intelligence; and perhaps, on the whole, Gould was the less 
mischievous victim, if victims they both were. The same laxity that led Gould 
into a trap which might easily have become the penitentiary, led the United 
States Senate, the Executive departments and the Judiciary into confusion, cross-
purposes, and ill-temper that would have been scandalous in a boarding-school 
of girls. For satirists or comedians, the study was rich and endless, and they 
exploited its corners with happy results, but a young man fresh from the rustic 
simplicity of London noticed with horror that the grossest satires on the 
American Senator and politician never failed to excite the laughter and applause 
of every audience. Rich and poor joined in throwing contempt on their own 
representatives. Society laughed a vacant and meaningless derision over its own 
failure. Nothing remained for a young man without position or power except to 
laugh too. 

Yet the spectacle was no laughing matter to him, whatever it might be to the 
public. Society is immoral and immortal; it can afford to commit any kind of 
folly, and indulge in any sort of vice; it cannot be killed, and the fragments that 
survive can always laugh at the dead; but a young man has only one chance, and 
brief time to seize it. Any one in power above him can extinguish the chance. He 
is horribly at the mercy of fools and cowards. One dull administration can 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, rouse, 
electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, v) 
quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen. 

extinguish: (v) destroy, exterminate, 
eradicate, douse, annihilate, 
consume, wipe out, end, suppress, 
quash; (adj, v) allay. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ignite, build, create, encourage, 
inflame, sustain, protect. 

laxity: (n) laxness, relaxation, 
carelessness, remissness, laches, 
evasion, failure, feebleness; (adj) 
flaccidity, immorality, debasement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) intervention, 
strictness, vigilance, severity, 
attention. 

penitentiary: (n) prison, pen, house of 
correction, confessor, dungeon, 
bridewell, correctional institution, 
workhouse, tollbooth; (v) penitential; 
(adj) punitive. 

scandalous: (adj) infamous, 
disgraceful, ignominious, 
outrageous, opprobrious, shocking, 
disreputable, disgusting, 
dishonorable; (adj, v) base, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proper, seemly, 
honorable, appealing, 
complimentary, reputable, 
admirable. 

victims: (n) dead, wounded, losses, 
fatalities. 
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rapidly drive out every active subordinate. At Washington, in 1869-70, every 
intelligent man about the Government prepared to go. The people would have 
liked to go too, for they stood helpless before the chaos; some laughed and some 
raved; all were disgusted; but they had to content themselves by turning their 
backs and going to work harder than ever on their railroads and foundries. They 
were strong enough to carry even their politics. Only the helpless remained 
stranded in Washington.%

The shrewdest statesman of all was Mr. Boutwell, who showed how he 
understood the situation by turning out of the Treasury every one who could 
interfere with his repose, and then locking himself up in it, alone. What he did 
there, no one knew. His colleagues asked him in vain. Not a word could they get 
from him, either in the Cabinet or out of it, of suggestion or information on 
matters even of vital interest. The Treasury as an active influence ceased to exist. 
Mr. Boutwell waited with confidence for society to drag his department out of 
the mire, as it was sure to do if he waited long enough. 

Warned by his friends in the Cabinet as well as in the Treasury that Mr. 
Boutwell meant to invite no support, and cared to receive none, Adams had only 
the State and Interior Departments left to serve. He wanted no better than to 
serve them. Opposition was his horror; pure waste of energy; a union with 
Northern Democrats and Southern rebels who never had much in common with 
any Adams, and had never shown any warm interest about them except to drive 
them from public life. If Mr. Boutwell turned him out of the Treasury with the 
indifference or contempt that made even a beetle helpless, Mr. Fish opened the 
State Department freely, and seemed to talk with as much openness as any 
newspaper-man could ask. At all events, Adams could cling to this last plank of 
salvation, and make himself perhaps the recognized champion of Mr. Fish in the 
New York press. He never once thought of his disaster between Seward and 
Sumner in 1861. Such an accident could not occur again. Fish and Sumner were 
inseparable, and their policy was sure to be safe enough for support. No 
mosquito could be so unlucky as to be caught a second time between a Secretary 
and a Senator who were both his friends. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beetle: (v) project, jut, bulge; (adj) 
beetling, impend, bestride, mount, 
ride, protrusive; (n) mallet; (adj, v) 
hang over. 

disgusted: (adj) fed up, ill, weary, 
sickened, nauseated, queasy, 
indisposed, demented, shocked, 
crazy, horrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attracted, happy, pleased. 

harder: (adj) serious. 
inseparable: (adj) indissoluble, 

inextricable, inherent, indiscerptible, 

built-in, indispensable, infrangible, 
innate, unseparable; (v) severable, 
unseparated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
separable, dividable, isolatable. 

liked: (adj) popular, loved, favorite, 
preferred. ANTONYM: (adj) disliked.

locking: (n) lockup, bolting, 
interlocking, engagement, cordoning 
off, closing off, binding, guarding. 

mire: (n, v) bog, muck; (n) filth, marsh, 
quagmire, dirt, sludge, clay; (adj, n, v) 
mud; (v) involve, bog down. 

mosquito: (n) fly, crocodile, alacran, 
alligator, mosquitoes, midge, 
octopus, mugger, dipterous insect, 
dipteron, dipteran. 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch. 

stranded: (adj, v) beached, wrecked; 
(adj) abandoned, marooned, isolated, 
shipwrecked, stuck; (v) devoted, 
grounded; (n) graveled, nonplussed. 
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This dream of security lasted hardly longer than that of 1861. Adams saw 
Sumner take possession of the Department, and he approved; he saw Sumner 
seize the British mission for Motley, and he was delighted; but when he renewed 
his relations with Sumner in the winter of 1869-70, he began slowly to grasp the 
idea that Sumner had a foreign policy of his own which he proposed also to force 
on the Department. This was not all. Secretary Fish seemed to have vanished. 
Besides the Department of State over which he nominally presided in the Infant 
Asylum on Fourteenth Street, there had risen a Department of Foreign Relations 
over which Senator Sumner ruled with a high hand at the Capitol; and, finally, 
one clearly made out a third Foreign Office in the War Department, with 
President Grant himself for chief, pressing a policy of extension in the West 
Indies which no Northeastern man ever approved. For his life, Adams could not 
learn where to place himself among all these forces. Officially he would have 
followed the responsible Secretary of State, but he could not find the Secretary. 
Fish seemed to be friendly towards Sumner, and docile towards Grant, but he 
asserted as yet no policy of his own. As for Grant’s policy, Adams never had a 
chance to know fully what it was, but, as far as he did know, he was ready to 
give it ardent support. The difficulty came only when he heard Sumner’s views, 
which, as he had reason to know, were always commands, to be disregarded 
only by traitors.%

Little by little, Sumner unfolded his foreign policy, and Adams gasped with 
fresh astonishment at every new article of the creed. To his profound regret he 
heard Sumner begin by imposing his veto on all extension within the tropics; 
which cost the island of St. Thomas to the United States, besides the Bay of 
Samana as an alternative, and ruined Grant’s policy. Then he listened with 
incredulous stupor while Sumner unfolded his plan for concentrating and 
pressing every possible American claim against England, with a view of 
compelling the cession of Canada to the United States. 

Adams did not then know—in fact, he never knew, or could find any one to 
tell him—what was going on behind the doors of the White House. He doubted 
whether Mr. Fish or Bancroft Davis knew much more than he. The game of cross-
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astonishment: (n) admiration, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, 
contempt. 

cession: (n) surrender, transfer, 
capitulation, circumincession, 
abandonment, dispensation, 
relinquishing, abdication, 
relinquishment, concession, 
resignation. 

compelling: (adj) forcible, effective, 
forceful, captivating, commanding, 
powerful, stringent, convincing, 
fascinating, compulsive, cogent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, boring, 
unconvincing, dull, repellent. 

disregarded: (adj) unnoticed, 
neglected, unseen, written off, 
wretchless, unvalued, unheeded, 
overlooked, lost, irrecoverable; (v) 
unregarded. 

nominally: (adv) formally, smally,  

nominatively. 
risen: (v) uprise. 
seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, 

clutch, get, apprehend, receive, 
annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. 
ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, 
restore, surrender, give, remove. 

unfolded: (adj) extended, stretched, 
outspread, outstretched, widely 
spread, stretched out, explicate, 
evolved, displayed, expanded, 
detailed. 
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purposes was as impenetrable in Foreign Affairs as in the Gold Conspiracy. 
President Grant let every one go on, but whom he supported, Adams could not 
be expected to divine. One point alone seemed clear to a man—no longer so very 
young—who had lately come from a seven years’ residence in London. He 
thought he knew as much as any one in Washington about England, and he 
listened with the more perplexity to Mr. Sumner’s talk, because it opened the 
gravest doubts of Sumner’s sanity. If war was his object, and Canada were worth 
it, Sumner’s scheme showed genius, and Adams was ready to treat it seriously; 
but if he thought he could obtain Canada from England as a voluntary set-off to 
the Alabama Claims, he drivelled. On the point of fact, Adams was as 
peremptory as Sumner on the point of policy, but he could only wonder whether 
Mr. Fish would dare say it. When at last Mr. Fish did say it, a year later, Sumner 
publicly cut his acquaintance. Adams was the more puzzled because he could 
not believe Sumner so mad as to quarrel both with Fish and with Grant. A 
quarrel with Seward and Andrew Johnson was bad enough, and had profited no 
one; but a quarrel with General Grant was lunacy. Grant might be whatever one 
liked, as far as morals or temper or intellect were concerned, but he was not a 
man whom a light-weight cared to challenge for a fight; and Sumner, whether he 
knew it or not, was a very light weight in the Republican Party, if separated from 
his Committee of Foreign Relations. As a party manager he had not the weight of 
half-a-dozen men whose very names were unknown to him.%

Between these great forces, where was the Administration and how was one 
to support it? One must first find it, and even then it was not easily caught. 
Grant’s simplicity was more disconcerting than the complexity of a Talleyrand. 
Mr. Fish afterwards told Adams, with the rather grim humor he sometimes 
indulged in, that Grant took a dislike to Motley because he parted his hair in the 
middle. Adams repeated the story to Godkin, who made much play with it in the 
Nation, till it was denied. Adams saw no reason why it should be denied. Grant 
had as good a right to dislike the hair as the head, if the hair seemed to him a 
part of it. Very shrewd men have formed very sound judgments on less material 
than hair—on clothes, for example, according to Mr. Carlyle, or on a pen, 
according to Cardinal de Retz—and nine men in ten could hardly give as good a 
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carlyle: (n) Thomas Carlyle. 
disconcerting: (adj) disquieting, 

upsetting, baffling, alarming, 
disconcertingly, disturbing, 
worrying, embarrassing, 
discomfiting, shocking, confusing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, 
comforting, pleasing. 

longer: (adj) longest, better, lengest; 
(adv) farther; (n) yearner, thirster. 

lunacy: (adj, n) frenzy, craziness, 
madness, derangement, aberration;  

(n) folly, foolishness, mania, 
delirium, dementia; (adj) distraction. 
ANTONYM: (n) sanity. 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable. 

peremptory: (adj) imperious, 
commanding, dictatorial, 
overbearing, decisive, magisterial; 
(adj, v) authoritative, dogmatic, flat, 
absolute; (v) decided. ANTONYM:  

(adj) polite. 
perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 

bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
understanding. 

sanity: (n) reason, saneness, mind, 
health, reasonableness, rationality, 
soundness, mental health, lucidity, 
common sense, prudence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insanity, madness. 
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reason as hair for their likes or dislikes. In truth, Grant disliked Motley at sight, 
because they had nothing in common; and for the same reason he disliked 
Sumner. For the same reason he would be sure to dislike Adams if Adams gave 
him a chance. Even Fish could not be quite sure of Grant, except for the powerful 
effect which wealth had, or appeared to have, on Grant’s imagination.%

The quarrel that lowered over the State Department did not break in storm 
till July, 1870, after Adams had vanished, but another quarrel, almost as fatal to 
Adams as that between Fish and Sumner, worried him even more. Of all 
members of the Cabinet, the one whom he had most personal interest in 
cultivating was Attorney General Hoar. The Legal Tender decision, which had 
been the first stumbling-block to Adams at Washington, grew in interest till it 
threatened to become something more serious than a block; it fell on one’s head 
like a plaster ceiling, and could not be escaped. The impending battle between 
Fish and Sumner was nothing like so serious as the outbreak between Hoar and 
Chief Justice Chase. Adams had come to Washington hoping to support the 
Executive in a policy of breaking down the Senate, but he never dreamed that he 
would be required to help in breaking down the Supreme Court. Although, step 
by step, he had been driven, like the rest of the world, to admit that American 
society had outgrown most of its institutions, he still clung to the Supreme Court, 
much as a churchman clings to his bishops, because they are his only symbol of 
unity; his last rag of Right. Between the Executive and the Legislature, citizens 
could have no Rights; they were at the mercy of Power. They had created the 
Court to protect them from unlimited Power, and it was little enough protection 
at best. Adams wanted to save the independence of the Court at least for his 
lifetime, and could not conceive that the Executive should wish to overthrow it. 

Frank Walker shared this feeling, and, by way of helping the Court, he had 
promised Adams for the North American Review an article on the history of the 
Legal Tender Act, founded on a volume just then published by Spaulding, the 
putative father of the legal-tender clause in 1861. Secretary Jacob D. Cox, who 
alone sympathized with reform, saved from Boutwell’s decree of banishment 
such reformers as he could find place for, and he saved Walker for a time by 
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banishment: (n) expulsion, ostracism, 
ouster, proscription, relegation, 
ejection, deportation, dismissal, 
expatriation; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) 
excommunication. 

churchman: (n) clergyman, 
ecclesiastic, chaplain, parson, pastor, 
minister, priest, cleric, clergy, rector, 
hierophant. 

decree: (n, v) command, award, rule, 
act, will, dictate; (v) decide, enact, 
ordain; (n) edict, decision. 

disliked: (adj) hated, detested, averse, 
lousy, loath, undesirable, 
companionless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
popular, liked. 

impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, 
future, coming, approaching, near, 
prospective, pending, at hand, 
upcoming, threatening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, 
past. 

outbreak: (n) explosion, eruption, 
onset, outburst, burst, mutiny, attack, 

flood, rash, revolt, spate. 
putative: (adj, v) conjectural; (v) 

presumptive, academic, accredited, 
theoretical, speculative, supposable, 
gratuitous; (adj) reputed, supposed. 

unlimited: (adj) boundless, 
unconditional, immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, absolute, indefinite, 
infinite, total, measureless, 
illimitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restricted, partial, constrained, 
provisional, small. 
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giving him the Census of 1870. Walker was obliged to abandon his article for the 
North American in order to devote himself to the Census. He gave Adams his 
notes, and Adams completed the article.%

He had not toiled in vain over the Bank of England Restriction. He knew 
enough about Legal Tender to leave it alone. If the banks and bankers wanted 
fiat money, fiat money was good enough for a newspaper-man; and if they 
changed about and wanted “intrinsic” value, gold and silver came equally 
welcome to a writer who was paid half the wages of an ordinary mechanic. He 
had no notion of attacking or defending Legal Tender; his object was to defend 
the Chief Justice and the Court. Walker argued that, whatever might afterwards 
have been the necessity for legal tender, there was no necessity for it at the time 
the Act was passed. With the help of the Chief Justice’s recollections, Adams 
completed the article, which appeared in the April number of the North 
American. Its ferocity was Walker’s, for Adams never cared to abandon the knife 
for the hatchet, but Walker reeked of the army and the Springfield Republican, 
and his energy ran away with Adams’s restraint. The unfortunate Spaulding 
complained loudly of this treatment, not without justice, but the article itself had 
serious historical value, for Walker demolished every shred of Spaulding’s 
contention that legal tender was necessary at the time; and the Chief Justice told 
his part of the story with conviction. The Chief Justice seemed to be pleased. The 
Attorney General, pleased or not, made no sign. The article had enough historical 
interest to induce Adams to reprint it in a volume of Essays twenty years 
afterwards; but its historical value was not its point in education. The point was 
that, in spite of the best intentions, the plainest self-interest, and the strongest 
wish to escape further trouble, the article threw Adams into opposition. Judge 
Hoar, like Boutwell, was implacable. 

Hoar went on to demolish the Chief Justice; while Henry Adams went on, 
drifting further and further from the Administration. He did this in common 
with all the world, including Hoar himself. Scarcely a newspaper in the country 
kept discipline. The New York Tribune was one of the most criminal. Dissolution 
of ties in every direction marked the dissolution of temper, and the Senate 
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demolish: (v) defeat, break, annihilate, 
destroy, devastate, crush, batter, raze, 
blast, break down, smash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) build, construct, fix, 
preserve, produce, restore, create, 
inflate, assemble, support. 

demolished: (adj) destroyed, baneful, 
decayed, ruinous, razed, lost, 
dismantled. 

ferocity: (n) violence, cruelty, 
ferociousness, fury, rage, truculence, 
atrocity, fierceness, wildness,  

vehemence, anger. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meekness, friendliness, serenity. 

fiat: (n) decree, edict, dictum, act, 
order, call, behest, bidding, rescript, 
enactment, mandate. 

hatchet: (n) tomahawk, chopper, adze, 
winter virgin, weapon; (v) cut, hack, 
hew; (adj) pickax, mattock, pick. 

implacable: (adj) cruel, remorseless, 
irreconcilable, pitiless, merciless, 
grim, unappeasable, deadly, mortal, 
relentless, unforgiving. ANTONYMS: 

(adj) placable, unrelenting. 
induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, 

impel, bring, create, draw, engender, 
beget, get, infer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prevent, restrain. 

reprint: (n, v) reissue; (n) offprint, new 
edition, reprinting, separate, 
reimpression, republication, new 
printing, copy; (v) reproduce, print. 

shred: (n) rag, piece, scintilla, iota, bit, 
strip, remnant, sliver; (adj, n) scrap; 
(v) rip, tear. 
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Chamber became again a scene of irritated egotism that passed ridicule. Senators 
quarrelled with each other, and no one objected, but they picked quarrels also 
with the Executive and threw every Department into confusion. Among others 
they quarrelled with Hoar, and drove him from office.%

That Sumner and Hoar, the two New Englanders in great position who 
happened to be the two persons most necessary for his success at Washington, 
should be the first victims of Grant’s lax rule, must have had some meaning for 
Adams’s education, if Adams could only have understood what it was. He 
studied, but failed. Sympathy with him was not their weakness. Directly, in the 
form of help, he knew he could hope as little from them as from Boutwell. So far 
from inviting attachment they, like other New Englanders, blushed to own a 
friend. Not one of the whole delegation would ever, of his own accord, try to 
help Adams or any other young man who did not beg for it, although they 
would always accept whatever services they had not to pay for. The lesson of 
education was not there. The selfishness of politics was the earliest of all political 
education, and Adams had nothing to learn from its study; but the situation 
struck him as curious—so curious that he devoted years to reflecting upon it. 
His four most powerful friends had matched themselves, two and two, and were 
fighting in pairs to a finish; Sumner-Fish; Chase-Hoar; with foreign affairs and 
the judiciary as prizes! What value had the fight in education? 

Adams was puzzled, and was not the only puzzled bystander. The stage-type 
of statesman was amusing, whether as Roscoe Conkling or Colonel Mulberry 
Sellers, but what was his value? The statesmen of the old type, whether Sumners 
or Conklings or Hoars or Lamars, were personally as honest as human nature 
could produce. They trod with lofty contempt on other people’s jobs, especially 
when there was good in them. Yet the public thought that Sumner and Conkling 
cost the country a hundred times more than all the jobs they ever trod on; just as 
Lamar and the old Southern statesmen, who were also honest in money-matters, 
cost the country a civil war. This painful moral doubt worried Adams less than it 
worried his friends and the public, but it affected the whole field of politics for 
twenty years. The newspapers discussed little else than the alleged moral laxity 
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accord: (n) agreement, consensus, 
harmony; (n, v) consent, concord, 
assent; (adj, v) agree; (v) give, bestow, 
suit, grant. ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
strife, antagonism, hostility, friction, 
dissidence, dissension; (n, v) conflict; 
(v) withhold, question, oppose. 

attachment: (n) appendix, addition, 
accessory, adherence, regard, link, 
bond, fitting, devotion, liking, 
connection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, estrangement, repulsion,  

separation, dislike. 
contempt: (n, v) scorn; (v) despise; (n) 

disrespect, derision, mockery, 
disregard, ridicule, shame, slight, 
reproach, discourtesy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) approval, admiration, regard, 
honor, esteem. 

inviting: (adj) attractive, alluring, 
engaging, tempting, enticing, 
appealing, magnetic, captivating, 
prepossessing, seductive, appetizing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) offensive,  

repellent, uninviting, unappealing, 
unwelcoming, bleak, uncomfortable. 

matched: (adj) fitting, complementary, 
equal, fitted, duplicate, conformable, 
level, suitable, competitive, 
coordinated, corresponding. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wrong. 

reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
reflectent; (n) mirroring, reflection, 
reflexion. 
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of Grant, Garfield, and Blaine. If the press were taken seriously, politics turned 
on jobs, and some of Adams’s best friends, like Godkin, ruined their influence by 
their insistence on points of morals. Society hesitated, wavered, oscillated 
between harshness and laxity, pitilessly sacrificing the weak, and deferentially 
following the strong. In spite of all such criticism, the public nominated Grant, 
Garfield, and Blaine for the Presidency, and voted for them afterwards, not 
seeming to care for the question; until young men were forced to see that either 
some new standard must be created, or none could be upheld. The moral law 
had expired—like the Constitution.%

Grant’s administration outraged every rule of ordinary decency, but scores of 
promising men, whom the country could not well spare, were ruined in saying 
so. The world cared little for decency. What it wanted, it did not know; probably 
a system that would work, and men who could work it; but it found neither. 
Adams had tried his own little hands on it, and had failed. His friends had been 
driven out of Washington or had taken to fisticuffs. He himself sat down and 
stared helplessly into the future. 

The result was a review of the Session for the July North American into 
which he crammed and condensed everything he thought he had observed and 
all he had been told. He thought it good history then, and he thought it better 
twenty years afterwards; he thought it even good enough to reprint. As it 
happened, in the process of his devious education, this “Session” of 1869-70 
proved to be his last study in current politics, and his last dying testament as a 
humble member of the press. As such, he stood by it. He could have said no 
more, had he gone on reviewing every session in the rest of the century. The 
political dilemma was as clear in 1870 as it was likely to be in 1970 The system of 
1789 had broken down, and with it the eighteenth-century fabric of a priori, or 
moral, principles. Politicians had tacitly given it up. Grant’s administration 
marked the avowal. Nine-tenths of men’s political energies must henceforth be 
wasted on expedients to piece out—to patch—or, in vulgar language, to tinker—
the political machine as often as it broke down. Such a system, or want of system, 
might last centuries, if tempered by an occasional revolution or civil war; but as a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

avowal: (n) declaration, assertion, 
affirmation, admission, statement, 
recognition, acknowledgement, 
announcement, confession, 
testimony; (n, v) profession. 

fisticuffs: (n, v) boxing, pugilism; (n) 
fistfight, fight, bout, slugfest, quarrel, 
disturbance, event, prize fight, 
athletics. 

helplessly: (adv) weakly, powerlessly, 
lostly, destitutely, shiftlessly, 
defenselessly, unprotectedly,  

ineffectively, wretchedly, 
incompetently, disabledly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) powerfully. 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following. 

outraged: (adj) angry, incensed, livid, 
enraged, mad, cross, annoyed, 
perverted, umbrageous, beside 
yourself, scandalized. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, indifferent. 

pitilessly: (adv) remorselessly, 
ruthlessly, unmercifully, unfeelingly, 

heartlessly, harshly, cruelly, 
unsympathetically, brutally, 
relentlessly, unkindly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) mercifully, sensitively, 
sympathetically. 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, gross, 
unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, decent, 
artistic, pleasant, clean. 
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machine, it was, or soon would be, the poorest in the world—the clumsiest—the 
most inefficient 

Here again was an education, but what it was worth he could not guess. 
Indeed, when he raised his eyes to the loftiest and most triumphant results of 
politics—to Mr. Boutwell, Mr. Conkling or even Mr. Sumner—he could not 
honestly say that such an education, even when it carried one up to these 
unattainable heights, was worth anything. There were men, as yet standing on 
lower levels—clever and amusing men like Garfield and Blaine—who took no 
little pleasure in making fun of the senatorial demi-gods, and who used language 
about Grant himself which the North American Review would not have 
admitted. One asked doubtfully what was likely to become of these men in their 
turn. What kind of political ambition was to result from this destructive political 
education? 

Yet the sum of political life was, or should have been, the attainment of a 
working political system. Society needed to reach it. If moral standards broke 
down, and machinery stopped working, new morals and machinery of some sort 
had to be invented. An eternity of Grants, or even of Garfields or of Conklings or 
of Jay Goulds, refused to be conceived as possible. Practical Americans laughed, 
and went their way. Society paid them to be practical. Whenever society cared to 
pay Adams, he too would be practical, take his pay, and hold his tongue; but 
meanwhile he was driven to associate with Democratic Congressmen and 
educate them. He served David Wells as an active assistant professor of revenue 
reform, and turned his rooms into a college. The Administration drove him, and 
thousands of other young men, into active enmity, not only to Grant, but to the 
system or want of system, which took possession of the President. Every hope or 
thought which had brought Adams to Washington proved to be absurd. No one 
wanted him; no one wanted any of his friends in reform; the blackmailer alone 
was the normal product of politics as of business.%

All this was excessively amusing. Adams never had been so busy, so 
interested, so much in the thick of the crowd. He knew Congressmen by scores 
and newspaper-men by the dozen. He wrote for his various organs all sorts of 
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blackmailer: (n) extortionist, 
malefactor, outlaw, felon, crook, 
racketeer, criminal. 

doubtfully: (adj, adv) hesitantly, 
distrustfully; (adv) suspiciously, 
uncertainly, doubtingly, tentatively, 
indecisively, unsurely, skeptically, 
precariously, shadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indisputably, surely, trustingly, 
inevitably, confidently, 
optimistically, plausibly. 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever,  

perpetuity, timelessness, endlessness, 
everlasting, endless time, 
everlastingness, everness, existence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) finiteness, 
impermanence. 

heights: (n) place, elevation, high 
places, high, heaven. 

loftiest: (adj) uppermost, top, 
sovereign. 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated,  

conquering, prideful; (adj, v) exultant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointed, 
failing, losing, defeated, miserable, 
sorrowful. 

unattainable: (adj) impossible, 
inaccessible, impracticable, 
impractical, unapproachable, 
unobtainable, out of print, not 
possible, unassailable, unavailable, 
unbeatable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, accessible, possible, 
attainable, feasible. 
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attacks and defences. He enjoyed the life enormously, and found himself as 
happy as Sam Ward or Sunset Cox; much happier than his friends Fish or J. D. 
Cox, or Chief Justice Chase or Attorney General Hoar or Charles Sumner. When 
spring came, he took to the woods, which were best of all, for after the first of 
April, what Maurice de Guerin called “the vast maternity” of nature showed 
charms more voluptuous than the vast paternity of the United States Senate. 
Senators were less ornamental than the dogwood or even the judas-tree. They 
were, as a rule, less good company. Adams astonished himself by remarking 
what a purified charm was lent to the Capitol by the greatest possible distance, 
as one caught glimpses of the dome over miles of forest foliage. At such 
moments he pondered on the distant beauty of St. Peter’s and the steps of Ara 
Coeli.%

Yet he shortened his spring, for he needed to get back to London for the 
season. He had finished his New York “Gold Conspiracy,” which he meant for 
his friend Henry Reeve and the Edinburgh Review. It was the best piece of work 
he had done, but this was not his reason for publishing it in England. The Erie 
scandal had provoked a sort of revolt among respectable New Yorkers, as well as 
among some who were not so respectable; and the attack on Erie was beginning 
to promise success. London was a sensitive spot for the Erie management, and it 
was thought well to strike them there, where they were socially and financially 
exposed. The tactics suited him in another way, for any expression about 
America in an English review attracted ten times the attention in America that 
the same article would attract in the North American. Habitually the American 
dailies reprinted such articles in full. Adams wanted to escape the terrors of 
copyright, his highest ambition was to be pirated and advertised free of charge, 
since in any case, his pay was nothing. Under the excitement of chase he was 
becoming a pirate himself, and liked it. 
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habitually: (adv) usually, ordinarily, 
normally, generally, regularly, 
frequently, commonly, routinely, 
wontedly, conventionally, 
commonplacely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unusually, seldom, erratically, 
exceptionally, occasionally. 

ornamental: (adj) fancy, florid, 
cosmetic, extravagant, elaborate, 
showy, enhancing, delicate, 
beautifying; (n) decoration, 
adornment. ANTONYMS: (adj) plain, 

unadorned. 
paternity: (n) parenthood, source, 

authorship, origin, beginning, 
relationship, parentage, genesis, 
provenance, consanguinity, family 
relationship. 

pirate: (n) buccaneer, corsair, bandit, 
pillager, freebooter, sea robber, 
robber, sea rover; (n, v) plagiarist; (v) 
hijack, infringe. 

pirated: (adj) unauthorized. 
purified: (adj) refined, clean, pure,  

cleared, cleaned, cleansed, corrected, 
chastened, sublimated, sanitary, 
pured. 

shortened: (adj) abridged, cut, short, 
condensed, curtailed, reduced, cut 
short, scarce, unfinished, truncated, 
telescoped. 

voluptuous: (adj) luscious, voluptuary, 
sensual, carnal, sybaritic, epicurean, 
buxom, sexy, sensuous, lascivious, 
erotic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
underdeveloped. 
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CHAPTER  X IX  

 
CHAO S  ( 1870 )  

 
 

ONE fine May afternoon in 1870 Adams drove again up St. James’s Street 
wondering more than ever at the marvels of life. Nine years had passed since the 
historic entrance of May, 1861. Outwardly London was the same. Outwardly 
Europe showed no great change. Palmerston and Russell were forgotten; but 
Disraeli and Gladstone were still much alive. One’s friends were more than ever 
prominent. John Bright was in the Cabinet; W. E. Forster was about to enter it; 
reform ran riot. Never had the sun of progress shone so fair. Evolution from 
lower to higher raged like an epidemic. Darwin was the greatest of prophets in 
the most evolutionary of worlds. Gladstone had overthrown the Irish Church; 
was overthrowing the Irish landlords; was trying to pass an Education Act. 
Improvement, prosperity, power, were leaping and bounding over every 
country road. Even America, with her Erie scandals and Alabama Claims, hardly 
made a discordant note.%

At the Legation, Motley ruled; the long Adams reign was forgotten; the 
rebellion had passed into history. In society no one cared to recall the years 
before the Prince of Wales. The smart set had come to their own. Half the houses 
that Adams had frequented, from 1861 to 1865, were closed or closing in 1870. 
Death had ravaged one’s circle of friends. Mrs. Milnes Gaskell and her sister 
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bounding: (n) jumping, confinement; 
(v) confine, salient; (adj) terminal, 
moving, subsultory. 

discordant: (adj) conflicting, dissonant, 
jarring, raucous, incompatible, 
discrepant, inconsistent, 
disharmonious, harsh, hoarse, 
incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
musical, melodic, compatible, 
pleasant, cooperating, accordant, 
agreeable, agreeing, soft. 

epidemic: (adj) infectious, catching,  

rife, prevailing; (n) plague, pestilence, 
outbreak, disease, infection, eruption, 
pest. ANTONYMS: (adj) contained, 
confined, limited, local. 

leaping: (n) jump, bounce, bound, 
leap, spring, saltation, bouncing; (v) 
jumping; (adj, v) bounding; (adj) 
springing; (adv) leapingly. 

outwardly: (adv) exteriorly, 
superficially, apparently, outside, 
seemingly, without, ostensibly, 
evidently, extrinsically, outerly,  

outsidely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
internally, underneath. 

overthrowing: (adj) defeating, 
subversive; (n) oppression. 

overthrown: (adj) overcome, 
conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat. 

ravaged: (adj) desolate, devastated, 
destroyed, ruined, pillaged, blasted, 
raped, despoiled, everlasting, 
goddamn, bleak. 
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Miss Charlotte Wynn were both dead, and Mr. James Milnes Gaskell was no 
longer in Parliament. That field of education seemed closed too.%

One found one’s self in a singular frame of mind—more eighteenth-century 
than ever—almost rococo—and unable to catch anywhere the cog-wheels of 
evolution. Experience ceased to educate. London taught less freely than of old. 
That one bad style was leading to another—that the older men were more 
amusing than the younger—that Lord Houghton’s breakfast-table showed gaps 
hard to fill—that there were fewer men one wanted to meet—these, and a 
hundred more such remarks, helped little towards a quicker and more 
intelligent activity. For English reforms Adams cared nothing. The reforms were 
themselves mediaeval. The Education Bill of his friend W. E. Forster seemed to 
him a guaranty against all education he had use for. He resented change. He 
would have kept the Pope in the Vatican and the Queen at Windsor Castle as 
historical monuments. He did not care to Americanize Europe. The Bastille or the 
Ghetto was a curiosity worth a great deal of money, if preserved; and so was a 
Bishop; so was Napoleon III. The tourist was the great conservative who hated 
novelty and adored dirt. Adams came back to London without a thought of 
revolution or restlessness or reform. He wanted amusement, quiet, and gaiety. 

Had he not been born in 1838 under the shadow of Boston State House, and 
been brought up in the Early Victorian epoch, he would have cast off his old 
skin, and made his court to Marlborough House, in partnership with the 
American woman and the Jew banker. Common-sense dictated it; but Adams 
and his friends were unfashionable by some law of Anglo-Saxon custom—some 
innate atrophy of mind. Figuring himself as already a man of action, and rather 
far up towards the front, he had no idea of making a new effort or catching up 
with a new world. He saw nothing ahead of him. The world was never more 
calm. He wanted to talk with Ministers about the Alabama Claims, because he 
looked on the Claims as his own special creation, discussed between him and his 
father long before they had been discussed by Government; he wanted to make 
notes for his next year’s articles; but he had not a thought that, within three 
months, his world was to be upset, and he under it. Frank Palgrave came one 
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amusement: (n) pleasure, recreation, 
entertainment, distraction, diversion, 
sport, pastime, laughter, enjoyment, 
joy, hobby. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sadness, boredom, work, tedium, 
business, despondency, discomfort, 
displeasure. 

atrophy: (n) withering, deterioration, 
symptom; (v) wither, attenuation, 
tabes, emaciation, waste, wane, 
shrivel; (n, v) marasmus. 
ANTONYMS: (n) strength,  

development; (v) strengthen. 
catching: (adj) communicable, 

infectious, epidemic, gripping, 
transferable, zymotic; (n) discovery, 
take, playing, uncovering, getting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noncommunicable.

dictated: (adj) set, hard-and-fast, 
compulsive; (n) contumely, 
blameworthy, abuse. 

dirt: (n, v) soil, grime; (n) filth, dust, 
scandal, garbage, ground, earth, crap, 
mire, contamination. ANTONYMS:  

(n) cleanness, purity, luxury, 
cleanliness, newness. 

guaranty: (n) assurance, bail, deposit, 
pledge, pawn, security, warranty, 
hostage, assure, caution; (n, v) 
warrant. 

novelty: (adj) news; (n) freshness, 
mutation, newness, trinket, curiosity, 
originality, oddity, bauble; (n, v) 
change, difference. 

quicker: (adv) more quickly, sooner, 
earlier. 
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day, more contentious, contemptuous, and paradoxical than ever, because 
Napoleon III seemed to be threatening war with Germany. Palgrave said that 
“Germany would beat France into scraps” if there was war. Adams thought not. 
The chances were always against catastrophes. No one else expected great 
changes in Europe. Palgrave was always extreme; his language was incautious—
violent! 

In this year of all years, Adams lost sight of education. Things began 
smoothly, and London glowed with the pleasant sense of familiarity and dinners. 
He sniffed with voluptuous delight the coal-smoke of Cheapside and revelled in 
the architecture of Oxford Street. May Fair never shone so fair to Arthur 
Pendennis as it did to the returned American. The country never smiled its 
velvet smile of trained and easy hostess as it did when he was so lucky as to be 
asked on a country visit. He loved it all—everything—had always loved it! He 
felt almost attached to the Royal Exchange. He thought he owned the St. James’s 
Club. He patronized the Legation.%

The first shock came lightly, as though Nature were playing tricks on her 
spoiled child, though she had thus far not exerted herself to spoil him. Reeve 
refused the Gold Conspiracy. Adams had become used to the idea that he was 
free of the Quarterlies, and that his writing would be printed of course; but he 
was stunned by the reason of refusal. Reeve said it would bring half-a-dozen 
libel suits on him. One knew that the power of Erie was almost as great in 
England as in America, but one was hardly prepared to find it controlling the 
Quarterlies. The English press professed to be shocked in 1870 by the Erie 
scandal, as it had professed in 1860 to be shocked by the scandal of slavery, but 
when invited to support those who were trying to abate these scandals, the 
English press said it was afraid. To Adams, Reeve’s refusal seemed portentous. 
He and his brother and the North American Review were running greater risks 
every day, and no one thought of fear. That a notorious story, taken bodily from 
an official document, should scare the Endinburgh Review into silence for fear of 
Jay Gould and Jim Fisk, passed even Adams’s experience of English eccentricity, 
though it was large. 
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abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, remit, 
slack, slake, wane, relax, lessen, 
diminish, allay. ANTONYMS: (v) 
rise, grow, magnify, surge, intensify, 
expand, enlarge, enhance, amplify, 
prolong, extend. 

contemptuous: (adj) scornful, 
disdainful, insulting, arrogant, 
proud, haughty, derisive, cynical, 
sarcastic, disrespectful; (adj, v) 
supercilious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
approving, complimentary,  

deferential, humble, polite, respected, 
admiring. 

hostess: (n) mistress, air hostess, flight 
attendant, housewife, steward, 
innkeeper, landlady, prostitute, host.

paradoxical: (adj) contradictory, 
conflicting, ambiguous, illegible, 
contrary, strange, inconsistent, 
questionable, ironic; (v) enigmatic, 
problematical. 

scare: (adj, n, v) panic; (adj, n) dread; 
(v) intimidate, daunt, frighten, appall, 

horrify; (adj, v) dismay, awe; (n, v) 
fright; (adj) consternation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, soothe, 
encourage; (n) reassurance, bravery. 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled. 

tricks: (n) actions, behavior, thing, 
clowning around, fooling, magic, 
plunder, possession, activities. 
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He gladly set down Reeve’s refusal of the Gold Conspiracy to respectability 
and editorial law, but when he sent the manuscript on to the Quarterly, the 
editor of the Quarterly also refused it. The literary standard of the two 
Quarterlies was not so high as to suggest that the article was illiterate beyond 
the power of an active and willing editor to redeem it. Adams had no choice but 
to realize that he had to deal in 1870 with the same old English character of 1860, 
and the same inability in himself to understand it. As usual, when an ally was 
needed, the American was driven into the arms of the radicals. Respectability, 
everywhere and always, turned its back the moment one asked to do it a favor. 
Called suddenly away from England, he despatched the article, at the last 
moment, to the Westminster Review and heard no more about it for nearly six 
months.%

He had been some weeks in London when he received a telegram from his 
brother-in-law at the Bagni di Lucca telling him that his sister had been thrown 
from a cab and injured, and that he had better come on. He started that night, 
and reached the Bagni di Lucca on the second day. Tetanus had already set in. 

The last lesson—the sum and term of education—began then. He had passed 
through thirty years of rather varied experience without having once felt the 
shell of custom broken. He had never seen Nature—only her surface—the sugar-
coating that she shows to youth. Flung suddenly in his face, with the harsh 
brutality of chance, the terror of the blow stayed by him thenceforth for life, until 
repetition made it more than the will could struggle with; more than he could 
call on himself to bear. He found his sister, a woman of forty, as gay and brilliant 
in the terrors of lockjaw as she had been in the careless fun of 1859, lying in bed 
in consequence of a miserable cab-accident that had bruised her foot. Hour by 
hour the muscles grew rigid, while the mind remained bright, until after ten 
days of fiendish torture she died in convulsion. 

One had heard and read a great deal about death, and even seen a little of it, 
and knew by heart the thousand commonplaces of religion and poetry which 
seemed to deaden one’s senses and veil the horror. Society being immortal, could 
put on immortality at will. Adams being mortal, felt only the mortality. Death 
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bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful. 

convulsion: (adj, n, v) spasm; (n) fit, 
paroxysm, commotion, attack, 
clonus, shake, seizure, upheaval, 
cramp; (adj, n) disturbance. 
ANTONYM: (n) peace. 

fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, 
satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, 
diabolical, cruel, atrocious, inhuman, 
wicked, brutal. 

illiterate: (adj) uneducated, rude, 
unschooled, unlearned, untaught, 
empty, green, letterless, uninstructed, 
unread; (n) analphabetic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) educated, 
economical. 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, undying. 
ANTONYM: (n) mortality. 

lockjaw: (n) tetanus, infection; (adj)  

itch, hay fever, heartburn, heaves, 
hemorrhoids, hernia, herpes, rupture, 
piles. 

muscles: (n) sinew, strength. 
tetanus: (n) lockjaw, infection; (adj) 

scrofula, syntexis, seasickness, 
scabies, scarlet fever, scarlatina, 
struma. 

thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward, 
thence, elsewhere, absent, not there, 
then. 
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took features altogether new to him, in these rich and sensuous surroundings. 
Nature enjoyed it, played with it, the horror added to her charm, she liked the 
torture, and smothered her victim with caresses. Never had one seen her so 
winning. The hot Italian summer brooded outside, over the market-place and the 
picturesque peasants, and, in the singular color of the Tuscan atmosphere, the 
hills and vineyards of the Apennines seemed bursting with mid-summer blood. 
The sick-room itself glowed with the Italian joy of life; friends filled it; no harsh 
northern lights pierced the soft shadows; even the dying women shared the 
sense of the Italian summer, the soft, velvet air, the humor, the courage, the 
sensual fulness of Nature and man. She faced death, as women mostly do, 
bravely and even gaily, racked slowly to unconsciousness, but yielding only to 
violence, as a soldier sabred in battle. For many thousands of years, on these hills 
and plains, Nature had gone on sabring men and women with the same air of 
sensual pleasure.%

Impressions like these are not reasoned or catalogued in the mind; they are 
felt as part of violent emotion; and the mind that feels them is a different one 
from that which reasons; it is thought of a different power and a different person. 
The first serious consciousness of Nature’s gesture—her attitude towards life—
took form then as a phantasm, a nightmare, an insanity of force. For the first 
time, the stage-scenery of the senses collapsed; the human mind felt itself 
stripped naked, vibrating in a void of shapeless energies, with resistless mass, 
colliding, crushing, wasting, and destroying what these same energies had 
created and labored from eternity to perfect. Society became fantastic, a vision of 
pantomime with a mechanical motion; and its so-called thought merged in the 
mere sense of life, and pleasure in the sense. The usual anodynes of social 
medicine became evident artifice. Stoicism was perhaps the best; religion was 
the most human; but the idea that any personal deity could find pleasure or 
profit in torturing a poor woman, by accident, with a fiendish cruelty known to 
man only in perverted and insane temperaments, could not be held for a 
moment. For pure blasphemy, it made pure atheism a comfort. God might be, as 
the Church said, a Substance, but He could not be a Person. 
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atheism: (n) godlessness, nihilism, 
incredulity, heresy, disbelief, 
agnosticism, skepticism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) belief, theism, 
godliness, religion, piety. 

colliding: (adj) collisive. 
fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, 

completeness, totality. 
phantasm: (n) apparition, ghost, 

illusion, phantom, spirit, vision, 
delusion, hallucination, eidolon, 
specter, fancy. 

pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft. 

resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible. 

smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 
smothers, pent-up, covered. 

stoicism: (n) indifference, 
unemotionality, apathy,  

emotionlessness, impassivity, self-
control, phlegm, sluggishness; (adj, n) 
philosophy, equanimity; (adj) suttee. 

thousands: (n) myriad, much, many. 
torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 

crucifixion, torment, agony, anguish, 
dismemberment; (adj) harrowing, 
agonizing, torturesome, agonising. 

vibrating: (adj) tremulous, vibratory, 
vibrant, swinging, hollow, moving, 
oscillating, that oscillates, resonant; 
(n) shaking system. 
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With nerves strained for the first time beyond their power of tension, he 
slowly travelled northwards with his friends, and stopped for a few days at 
Ouchy to recover his balance in a new world; for the fantastic mystery of 
coincidences had made the world, which he thought real, mimic and reproduce 
the distorted nightmare of his personal horror. He did not yet know it, and he 
was twenty years in finding it out; but he had need of all the beauty of the Lake 
below and of the Alps above, to restore the finite to its place. For the first time in 
his life, Mont Blanc for a moment looked to him what it was—a chaos of anarchic 
and purposeless forces—and he needed days of repose to see it clothe itself again 
with the illusions of his senses, the white purity of its snows, the splendor of its 
light, and the infinity of its heavenly peace. Nature was kind; Lake Geneva was 
beautiful beyond itself, and the Alps put on charms real as terrors; but man 
became chaotic, and before the illusions of Nature were wholly restored, the 
illusions of Europe suddenly vanished, leaving a new world to learn.%

On July 4, all Europe had been in peace; on July 14, Europe was in full chaos 
of war. One felt helpless and ignorant, but one might have been king or kaiser 
without feeling stronger to deal with the chaos. Mr. Gladstone was as much 
astounded as Adams; the Emperor Napoleon was nearly as stupefied as either, 
and Bismarck: himself hardly knew how he did it. As education, the out-break of 
the war was wholly lost on a man dealing with death hand-to-hand, who could 
not throw it aside to look at it across the Rhine. Only when he got up to Paris, he 
began to feel the approach of catastrophe. Providence set up no affiches to 
announce the tragedy. Under one’s eyes France cut herself adrift, and floated off, 
on an unknown stream, towards a less known ocean. Standing on the curb of the 
Boulevard, one could see as much as though one stood by the side of the 
Emperor or in command of an army corps. The effect was lurid. The public 
seemed to look on the war, as it had looked on the wars of Louis XIV and Francis 
I, as a branch of decorative art. The French, like true artists, always regarded war 
as one of the fine arts. Louis XIV practiced it; Napoleon I perfected it; and 
Napoleon III had till then pursued it in the same spirit with singular success. In 
Paris, in July, 1870, the war was brought out like an opera of Meyerbeer. One felt 
one’s self a supernumerary hired to fill the scene. Every evening at the theatre 
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clothe: (v) dress, cover, garb, apparel, 
clad, vest, arrange, deck, invest, 
wrap; (n, v) attire. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reveal, strip, uncover. 

kaiser: (n) czar, emperor, king, kesar, 
dictator, Ceasar. 

mimic: (adj, v) mock; (v) imitate, 
mime, copy, impersonate, parody, 
emulate; (n, v) counterfeit; (n) 
imitator, mimicker, ape. 

perfected: (adj) consummate, 
elaborate, mellow, mature, ripe,  

fulfilled, done, formed; (v) 
completed, consummated, excessive.

practiced: (adj) adept, expert, skillful, 
versed, proficient, accomplished, 
skilful, skilled, trained, practised, 
able. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inexperienced, untrained, 
incompetent, clumsy, unqualified. 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n)  

improvidence. 
stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 

astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed. 

supernumerary: (adj, v) spare; (adj, n) 
additional; (adj) redundant, 
superfluous, supererogatory, surplus, 
excess, otiose; (n) super, spear carrier, 
increment. 
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the comedy was interrupted by order, and one stood up by order, to join in 
singing the Marseillaise to order. For nearly twenty years one had been 
forbidden to sing the Marseillaise under any circumstances, but at last regiment 
after regiment marched through the streets shouting “Marchons!” while the 
bystanders cared not enough to join. Patriotism seemed to have been brought out 
of the Government stores, and distributed by grammes per capita. One had seen 
one’s own people dragged unwillingly into a war, and had watched one’s own 
regiments march to the front without sign of enthusiasm; on the contrary, most 
serious, anxious, and conscious of the whole weight of the crisis; but in Paris 
every one conspired to ignore the crisis, which every one felt at hand. Here was 
education for the million, but the lesson was intricate. Superficially Napoleon 
and his Ministers and marshals were playing a game against Thiers and 
Gambetta. A bystander knew almost as little as they did about the result. How 
could Adams prophesy that in another year or two, when he spoke of his Paris 
and its tastes, people would smile at his dotage? 

As soon as he could, he fled to England and once more took refuge in the 
profound peace of Wenlock Abbey. Only the few remaining monks, undisturbed 
by the brutalities of Henry VIII—three or four young Englishmen—survived 
there, with Milnes Gaskell acting as Prior. The August sun was warm; the calm 
of the Abbey was ten times secular; not a discordant sound—hardly a sound of 
any sort except the cawing of the ancient rookery at sunset—broke the stillness; 
and, after the excitement of the last month, one felt a palpable haze of peace 
brooding over the Edge and the Welsh Marches. Since the reign of Pterspis, 
nothing had greatly changed; nothing except the monks. Lying on the turf the 
ground littered with newspapers, the monks studied the war correspondence. In 
one respect Adams had succeeded in educating himself; he had learned to follow 
a campaign.%

While at Wenlock, he received a letter from President Eliot inviting him to 
take an Assistant Professorship of History, to be created shortly at Harvard 
College. After waiting ten or a dozen years for some one to show consciousness 
of his existence, even a Terabratula would be pleased and grateful for a 
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brooding: (adj) pondering, thoughtful, 
contemplative, hatching, meditative, 
pensive, wistful; (v) brewing, 
batching; (n) chick management, 
parturition. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, cheerful. 

haze: (n) fog, cloud, confusion, vapor, 
blur, daze, film, cloudiness, turbidity; 
(n, v) mist; (v) dim. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clarity, brightness. 

littered: (adj) untidy, under attack, 
beleaguered, beset, besieged, messy, 

plagued, topsy-turvy, tormented. 
prophesy: (n, v) presage; (v) 

prognosticate, foretell, augur, 
foreshow, forecast, portend, 
foreshadow, forebode, bode, 
anticipate. 

refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety, 
retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, resort.

rookery: (n) lair, cell, hole, hiding 
place, heronry, eyry, aerie, cave, 
breeding ground, sanctum  

sanctorum; (adj) slum. 
stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 

immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) calm, 
quiet, peace, still. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bustle, movement, uproar, motion, 
turbulence, turmoil, vigor, 
disturbance, chaos, agitation. 

turf: (n) sward, greensward, ground, 
grass, field, peat, lawn, green, divot, 
Corso, race course. 
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compliment which implied that the new President of Harvard College wanted 
his help; but Adams knew nothing about history, and much less about teaching, 
while he knew more than enough about Harvard College; and wrote at once to 
thank President Eliot, with much regret that the honor should be above his 
powers. His mind was full of other matters. The summer, from which he had 
expected only amusement and social relations with new people, had ended in the 
most intimate personal tragedy, and the most terrific political convulsion he had 
ever known or was likely to know. He had failed in every object of his trip. The 
Quarterlies had refused his best essay. He had made no acquaintances and 
hardly picked up the old ones. He sailed from Liverpool, on September 1, to 
begin again where he had started two years before, but with no longer a hope of 
attaching himself to a President or a party or a press. He was a free lance and no 
other career stood in sight or mind. To that point education had brought him.%

Yet he found, on reaching home, that he had not done quite so badly as he 
feared. His article on the Session in the July North American had made a success. 
Though he could not quite see what partisan object it served, he heard with 
flattered astonishment that it had been reprinted by the Democratic National 
Committee and circulated as a campaign document by the hundred thousand 
copies. He was henceforth in opposition, do what he might; and a Massachusetts 
Democrat, say what he pleased; while his only reward or return for this partisan 
service consisted in being formally answered by Senator Timothy Howe, of 
Wisconsin, in a Republican campaign document, presumed to be also freely 
circulated, in which the Senator, besides refuting his opinions, did him the 
honor—most unusual and picturesque in a Senator’s rhetoric—of likening him 
to a begonia. 

The begonia is, or then was, a plant of such senatorial qualities as to make 
the simile, in intention, most flattering. Far from charming in its refinement, the 
begonia was remarkable for curious and showy foliage; it was conspicuous; it 
seemed to have no useful purpose; and it insisted on standing always in the most 
prominent positions. Adams would have greatly liked to be a begonia in 
Washington, for this was rather his ideal of the successful statesman, and he 
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begonia: (adj) tiger lily, anemone, 
beefsteak geranium, beefsteak 
begonia, asphodel, rose, buttercup, 
tulip, daffodil, day lily, lily. 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) 
laud, flattery, applaud, greet, 
adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle. 

foliage: (n) verdure, foliation, 
greenery, leaf, frond, cotyledon, 
ramage, tigella, stem, blade, leaves. 

lance: (n) pike, javelin, shaft, lancet, 
assegai, fishgig, fizgig; (v) dart, 
impale, open, gore. 

likening: (n) comparing. 
presumed: (adj) supposed, reputed, 

putative, understood, alleged, 
probable, theoretical. 

qualities: (n) character, disposition, 
nature, spirit, tone, quality, role, self, 

part, traits, individuality. 
refuting: (n) determination, finding, 

falsification, debate, falsifying; (adj) 
refutatory. 

terrific: (adj) tremendous, fantastic, 
great, wonderful, dreadful, 
formidable, splendid, brilliant, 
marvellous; (adj, v) terrible, shocking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, abysmal, 
bad, calm, moderate, nasty, dreadful, 
insignificant, ordinary, 
unremarkable. 
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thought about it still more when the Westminster Review for October brought 
him his article on the Gold Conspiracy, which was also instantly pirated on a 
great scale. Piratical he was himself henceforth driven to be, and he asked only 
to be pirated, for he was sure not to be paid; but the honors of piracy resemble 
the colors of the begonia; they are showy but not useful. Here was a tour de force 
he had never dreamed himself equal to performing: two long, dry, quarterly, 
thirty or forty page articles, appearing in quick succession, and pirated for 
audiences running well into the hundred thousands; and not one person, man or 
woman, offering him so much as a congratulation, except to call him a begonia.%

Had this been all, life might have gone on very happily as before, but the 
ways of America to a young person of literary and political tastes were such as 
the so-called evolution of civilized man had not before evolved. No sooner had 
Adams made at Washington what he modestly hoped was a sufficient success, 
than his whole family set on him to drag him away. For the first time since 1861 
his father interposed; his mother entreated; and his brother Charles argued and 
urged that he should come to Harvard College. Charles had views of further 
joint operations in a new field. He said that Henry had done at Washington all he 
could possibly do; that his position there wanted solidity; that he was, after all, 
an adventurer; that a few years in Cambridge would give him personal weight; 
that his chief function was not to be that of teacher, but that of editing the North 
American Review which was to be coupled with the professorship, and would 
lead to the daily press. In short, that he needed the university more than the 
university needed him. 

Henry knew the university well enough to know that the department of 
history was controlled by one of the most astute and ideal administrators in the 
world—Professor Gurney—and that it was Gurney who had established the new 
professorship, and had cast his net over Adams to carry the double load of 
mediaeval history and the Review. He could see no relation whatever between 
himself and a professorship. He sought education; he did not sell it. He knew no 
history; he knew only a few historians; his ignorance was mischievous because it 
was literary, accidental, indifferent. On the other hand he knew Gurney, and felt 
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administrators: (n) cabinet. 
coupled: (adj) conjugate, linked, 

united, double, joined, associated, 
conjugated, attached, fixed, twin, 
paired. ANTONYM: (adj) unrelated. 

interposed: (adj) interjacent, 
intercedent, intervenient, 
parenthetical, intermediate colors, 
mediate. 

performing: (n) impersonation, 
byplay, enactment, hamming, 
business, implementation, executing, 

performance, activity; (v) perform, 
execute. 

piracy: (n) buccaneering, robbery, 
freebooting, pillage, depredation, 
spoliation, theft, plagiarization, 
plagiarisation, misrepresentation; (v) 
privateering. 

piratical: (adj) lawless, buccaneerish. 
professorship: (n) readership, 

tutorship, situation, spot, death chair, 
president, post, chairman, 
chairperson, berth, position. 

resemble: (v) seem, imitate, compare, 
correspond, to resemble, agree, look, 
simulate; (adj) look like; (n) 
resemblance; (adv) alike. 

solidity: (n) consistency, firmness, 
density, compactness, reliability, 
rigidity, substance, consistence, 
hardness; (adj, n) stiffness, 
soundness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, hollowness, porosity, 
looseness, instability, slenderness, 
lightness, clearness, limpness. 
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much influenced by his advice. One cannot take one’s self quite seriously in such 
matters; it could not much affect the sum of solar energies whether one went on 
dancing with girls in Washington, or began talking to boys at Cambridge. The 
good people who thought it did matter had a sort of right to guide. One could 
not reject their advice; still less disregard their wishes.%

The sum of the matter was that Henry went out to Cambridge and had a few 
words with President Eliot which seemed to him almost as American as the talk 
about diplomacy with his father ten years before. “But, Mr. President,” urged 
Adams, “I know nothing about Mediaeval History.” With the courteous manner 
and bland smile so familiar for the next generation of Americans Mr. Eliot mildly 
but firmly replied, “If you will point out to me any one who knows more, Mr. 
Adams, I will appoint him.” The answer was neither logical nor convincing, but 
Adams could not meet it without overstepping his privileges. He could not say 
that, under the circumstances, the appointment of any professor at all seemed to 
him unnecessary. 

So, at twenty-four hours’ notice, he broke his life in halves again in order to 
begin a new education, on lines he had not chosen, in subjects for which he cared 
less than nothing; in a place he did not love, and before a future which repelled. 
Thousands of men have to do the same thing, but his case was peculiar because 
he had no need to do it. He did it because his best and wisest friends urged it, 
and he never could make up his mind whether they were right or not. To him 
this kind of education was always false. For himself he had no doubts. He 
thought it a mistake; but his opinion did not prove that it was one, since, in all 
probability, whatever he did would be more or less a mistake. He had reached 
cross-roads of education which all led astray. What he could gain at Harvard 
College he did not know, but in any case it was nothing he wanted. What he lost 
at Washington he could partly see, but in any case it was not fortune. Grant’s 
administration wrecked men by thousands, but profited few. Perhaps Mr. Fish 
was the solitary exception. One might search the whole list of Congress, 
Judiciary, and Executive during the twenty-five years 1870 to 1895, and find little 
but damaged reputation. The period was poor in purpose and barren in results. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; (adj) 
lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; (adv) 
amiss, widely, far, afield, aside. 
ANTONYM: (adj) accurate. 

barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) waste. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) productive, lush, 
fruitful, developing, growing, 
profitable, rewarding, rich, sheltered, 
humid, populous. 

bland: (adj) insipid, vapid, tasteless,  

tame, mild, moderate, flat, balmy, 
oily, gentle, smooth. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) spicy, strong, exciting, jaunty, 
explicit, caustic, colorful, 
conspicuous, delicious, bitter, dull. 

cross-roads: (n) intersection, crossing, 
crossroad. 

disregard: (n, v) disdain, slight, scorn; 
(n) carelessness, contempt; (v) 
discount, defy, despise, cut, flout; 
(adj, v) overlook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
notice, heed, value, obey, accept,  

consider; (n) respect, thoughtfulness, 
consideration, attention; (n, v) regard. 

eliot: (n) Thomas Stearns Eliot, Mary 
Ann Evans, George Eliot. 

overstepping: (n) invasion. 
solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, 

single, lonely, lone, sole, 
unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sociable, combined, common, 
outgoing. 
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Henry Adams, if not the rose, lived as near it as any politician, and knew, 
more or less, all the men in any way prominent at Washington, or knew all about 
them. Among them, in his opinion, the best equipped, the most active-minded, 
and most industrious was Abram Hewitt, who sat in Congress for a dozen years, 
between 1874 and 1886, sometimes leading the House and always wielding 
influence second to none. With nobody did Adams form closer or longer 
relations than with Mr. Hewitt, whom he regarded as the most useful public man 
in Washington; and he was the more struck by Hewitt’s saying, at the end of his 
laborious career as legislator, that he left behind him no permanent result except 
the Act consolidating the Surveys. Adams knew no other man who had done so 
much, unless Mr. Sherman’s legislation is accepted as an instance of success. 
Hewitt’s nearest rival would probably have been Senator Pendleton who stood 
father to civil service reform in 1882, an attempt to correct a vice that should 
never have been allowed to be born. These were the men who succeeded.%

The press stood in much the same light. No editor, no political writer, and no 
public administrator achieved enough good reputation to preserve his memory 
for twenty years. A number of them achieved bad reputations, or damaged good 
ones that had been gained in the Civil War. On the whole, even for Senators, 
diplomats, and Cabinet officers, the period was wearisome and stale. 

None of Adams’s generation profited by public activity unless it were 
William C. Whitney, and even he could not be induced to return to it. Such 
ambitions as these were out of one’s reach, but supposing one tried for what was 
feasible, attached one’s self closely to the Garfields, Arthurs, Frelinghuysens, 
Blaines, Bayards, or Whitneys, who happened to hold office; and supposing one 
asked for the mission to Belgium or Portugal, and obtained it; supposing one 
served a term as Assistant Secretary or Chief of Bureau; or, finally, supposing 
one had gone as sub-editor on the New York Tribune or Times—how much more 
education would one have gained than by going to Harvard College? These 
questions seemed better worth an answer than most of the questions on 
examination papers at college or in the civil service; all the more because one 
never found an answer to them, then or afterwards, and because, to his mind, the 
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consolidating: (n) consolidation, 
compilation. 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, 
destructive, weary, careless. 

instance: (n) exemplar, case, time, 
illustration, sample, affair, pattern, 
chance, cause; (v) exemplify, 
illustrate. 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, effortless, 
undemanding, light, brisk. 

legislator: (n) lawgiver, representative, 
congressman, deputy, filibuster, 
frontbencher, backbencher, 
crossbencher, statist, statemonger, 
parliamentarian. 

obtained: (adj) fulfilled, derivative. 

stale: (adj, n) musty, moldy; (adj) old, 
commonplace, hackneyed, insipid, 
trite, corny, flat, stagnant; (adj, v) dry. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, original, 
innovative, airy, new, exceptional, 
imaginative. 

wearisome: (adj, v) tiresome, irksome, 
troublesome; (adj) tedious, dull, 
monotonous, boring, laborious, 
trying, slow, annoying. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) satisfying, soothing, exciting, 
refreshing, easy. 
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value of American society altogether was mixed up with the value of 
Washington.%

At first, the simple beginner, struggling with principles, wanted throw off 
responsibility on the American people, whose bare and toiling shoulders had to 
carry the load of every social or political stupidity; but the American people had 
no more to do with it than with the customs of Peking. American character might 
perhaps account for it, but what accounted for American character? All Boston, 
all New England, and all respectable New York, including Charles Francis 
Adams the father and Charles Francis Adams the son, agreed that Washington 
was no place for a respectable young man. All Washington, including Presidents, 
Cabinet officers, Judiciary, Senators, Congressmen, and clerks, expressed the 
same opinion, and conspired to drive away every young man who happened to 
be there or tried to approach. Not one young man of promise remained in the 
Government service. All drifted into opposition. The Government did not want 
them in Washington. Adams’s case was perhaps the strongest because he 
thought he had done well. He was forced to guess it, since he knew no one who 
would have risked so extravagant a step as that of encouraging a young man in a 
literary career, or even in a political one; society forbade it, as well as residence in 
a political capital; but Harvard College must have seen some hope for him, since 
it made him professor against his will; even the publishers and editors of the 
North American Review must have felt a certain amount of confidence in him, 
since they put the Review in his hands. After all, the Review was the first literary 
power in America, even though it paid almost as little in gold as the United 
States Treasury. The degree of Harvard College might bear a value as ephemeral 
as the commission of a President of the United States; but the government of the 
college, measured by money alone, and patronage, was a matter of more 
importance than that of some branches of the national service. In social position, 
the college was the superior of them all put together. In knowledge, she could 
assert no superiority, since the Government made no claims, and prided itself on 
ignorance. The service of Harvard College was distinctly honorable; perhaps the 
most honorable in America; and if Harvard College thought Henry Adams 
worth employing at four dollars a day, why should Washington decline his 
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assert: (v) allege, affirm, say, claim, 
declare, swear, show, avow, aver, 
maintain, argue. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, controvert, repress, refute. 

beginner: (n) novice, abecedarian, 
learner, entrant, freshman, 
greenhorn, founder, tenderfoot, 
recruit, newcomer, colt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) master, veteran, 
teacher, trainer. 

ephemeral: (adj) passing, temporary, 
transient, brief, momentary,  

transitory, cursory, evanescent, 
fugacious, fugitive, impermanent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, enduring, 
eternal, everlasting. 

ignorance: (n) illiteracy, nescience, 
folly, unwisdom, innocence, 
denseness, ignorancy, stupidity, 
obtuseness, tabula rasa, 
unawareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intelligence, acquaintance, education.

struggling: (v) strive; (adj) harassed, 
hostile, under pressure, stressed,  

aggressive, agonizing, rebellious, 
belligerent, careworn; (n) 
colluctation. 

superiority: (n) predominance, 
priority, excellence, mastery, 
precedence, preference, distinction, 
supremacy, domination, eminence; 
(adj, n) odds. ANTONYMS: (n) 
humility, weakness, friendliness, 
mediocrity, simplicity. 
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services %when he asked nothing? Why should he be dragged from a career he 
liked in a place he loved, into a career he detested, in a place and climate he 
shunned? Was it enough to satisfy him, that all America should call Washington 
barren and dangerous? What made Washington more dangerous than New 
York? 

The American character showed singular limitations which sometimes drove 
the student of civilized man to despair. Crushed by his own ignorance—lost in 
the darkness of his own gropings—the scholar finds himself jostled of a sudden 
by a crowd of men who seem to him ignorant that there is a thing called 
ignorance; who have forgotten how to amuse themselves; who cannot even 
understand that they are bored. The American thought of himself as a restless, 
pushing, energetic, ingenious person, always awake and trying to get ahead of 
his neighbors. Perhaps this idea of the national character might be correct for 
New York or Chicago; it was not correct for Washington. There the American 
showed himself, four times in five, as a quiet, peaceful, shy figure, rather in the 
mould of Abraham Lincoln, somewhat sad, sometimes pathetic, once tragic; or 
like Grant, inarticulate, uncertain, distrustful of himself, still more distrustful of 
others, and awed by money. That the American, by temperament, worked to 
excess, was true; work and whiskey were his stimulants; work was a form of 
vice; but he never cared much for money or power after he earned them. The 
amusement of the pursuit was all the amusement he got from it; he had no use 
for wealth. Jim Fisk alone seemed to know what he wanted; Jay Gould never did. 
At Washington one met mostly such true Americans, but if one wanted to know 
them better, one went to study them in Europe. Bored, patient, helpless; 
pathetically dependent on his wife and daughters; indulgent to excess; mostly a 
modest, decent, excellent, valuable citizen; the American was to be met at every 
railway station in Europe, carefully explaining to every listener that the happiest 
day of his life would be the day he should land on the pier at New York. He was 
ashamed to be amused; his mind no longer answered to the stimulus of variety; 
he could not face a new thought. All his immense strength his intense nervous 
energy, his keen analytic perceptions, were oriented in one direction, and he 
could not change it. Congress was full of such men; in the Senate, Sumner was 
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inarticulate: (adj) unintelligible, silent, 
vague, muffled, incoherent, mute, 
incomprehensible, unarticulate, 
speechless, guttural, fuzzy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) articulate, 
eloquent, fluent, distinct, talkative. 

listener: (n, v) auditor; (n) 
eavesdropper, audience, observer, 
perceiver, hearkener, attender, 
attendee, attendant, beholder. 

mould: (n, v) mildew, cast, form, 
model; (v) make, frame, knead,  

fashion, forge; (n) molding, matrix. 
pathetic: (adj) deplorable, miserable, 

pitiful, wretched, forlorn, lamentable, 
tragic, distressing; (adj, v) touching, 
affecting, sad. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
strong, comical, effective, impressive, 
admirable, spirited, praiseworthy, 
generous, fine, brilliant, decisive. 

pathetically: (adv) pitifully, piteously, 
sorrily, wretchedly, pitiably, 
touchingly, sadly, poorly, miserably, 
plaintively, distressingly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) intelligently, 
convincingly. 

restless: (adj) fidgety, uneasy, 
impatient, restive, agitated, fretful, 
turbulent, feverish; (adj, n) nervous, 
apprehensive; (adj, v) unquiet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, peaceful, 
lethargic, unbroken, still, contented. 

temperament: (n) character, nature, 
disposition, constitution, personality, 
quality, spirit, humor, equanimity, 
composure, mettle. 
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almost %the only exception; in the Executive, Grant and Boutwell were varieties 
of the type—political specimens—pathetic in their helplessness to do anything 
with power when it came to them. They knew not how to amuse themselves; 
they could not conceive how other people were amused. Work, whiskey, and 
cards were life. The atmosphere of political Washington was theirs—or was 
supposed by the outside world to be in their control—and this was the reason 
why the outside world judged that Washington was fatal even for a young man 
of thirty-two, who had passed through the whole variety of temptations, in every 
capital of Europe, for a dozen years; who never played cards, and who loathed 
whiskey. 
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anything: (adv) any, somewhat; (n) 
thing, aught, everything, something, 
any part; (adj) whatsoever; (pron) 
suchlike. 

atmosphere: (n) ambience, ambiance, 
mood, aura, feel, environment, 
feeling, background, quality, 
medium, setting. 

capital: (adj, n) principal, primary, 
main; (n) city, stock, funds, money, 
wealth, means; (adj) great, 
magnificent. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

extra, worst, unimportant, poor, 
nonessential, minor, inferior; (n) 
minuscule, liabilities, poverty. 

cards: (n) baccarat, boodle, card, rum, 
poker, cribbage, rummy, Newmarket, 
pinocle, pinochle, penuchle. 

exception: (n) objection, exemption, 
anomaly, immunity, privilege, 
repudiation, release, condition, salvo, 
animadversion; (adj, n) peculiarity. 
ANTONYM: (n) liability. 

judged: (n) judging; (adj) guilty,  

deliberate, legal, lawful. 
supposed: (adj) hypothetical, reputed, 

alleged, assumed, imaginary, 
putative, apparent, ostensible, 
suppositional, supposititious, 
suppositious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
actual. 

variety: (adj, n) kind, sort, species, 
style, class; (n) form, variation, type, 
diversity, breed; (n, v) change. 
ANTONYMS: (n) monotony, dearth, 
likeness. 
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CHAPTER  XX  

 
FA IL UR E  ( 1871 )  

 
 

FAR back in childhood, among its earliest memories, Henry Adams could 
recall his first visit to Harvard College. He must have been nine years old when 
on one of the singularly gloomy winter afternoons which beguiled 
Cambridgeport, his mother drove him out to visit his aunt, Mrs. Everett. Edward 
Everett was then President of the college and lived in the old President’s House 
on Harvard Square. The boy remembered the drawing-room, on the left of the 
hall door, in which Mrs. Everett received them. He remembered a marble 
greyhound in the corner. The house had an air of colonial self-respect that 
impressed even a nine-year-old child.%

When Adams closed his interview with President Eliot, he asked the Bursar 
about his aunt’s old drawing-room, for the house had been turned to base uses. 
The room and the deserted kitchen adjacent to it were to let. He took them. 
Above him, his brother Brooks, then a law student, had rooms, with a private 
staircase. Opposite was J. R. Dennett, a young instructor almost as literary as 
Adams himself, and more rebellious to conventions. Inquiry revealed a 
boarding-table, somewhere in the neighborhood, also supposed to be superior in 
its class. Chauncey Wright, Francis Wharton, Dennett, John Fiske, or their 
equivalents in learning and lecture, were seen there, among three or four law 
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beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, 
delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated. 

gloomy: (adj) black, desolate, dejected, 
cheerless, depressing, dismal, 
downcast, disconsolate, melancholy, 
funereal, downhearted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
cheery, cheerful, bright, hopeful, 
light, promising, uplifting, joyful, 
sunny, clear. 

greyhound: (adj) race horse, gazelle, 
courser, eagle; (n) grayhound. 

instructor: (n) trainer, coach, 
preceptor, don, educator, tutor, 
demonstrator, lecturer, master, 
mentor, guru. ANTONYMS: (n) 
student, pupil. 

marble: (n) taw, marver, leopard, 
heart of stone, granite, cheetah, 
marbling; (adj, n) stone; (v) foolscap; 
(adj) flint, quartz. 

rebellious: (adj) insubordinate,  

mutinous, disaffected, defiant, 
disobedient, contrary, contumacious, 
insurgent, stubborn, unruly, 
malcontent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
docile, conventional, obedient, 
conformist, content, conforming, 
cooperative, loyal, meek, submissive, 
obliging. 

staircase: (n) stair, ladder, flight, steps, 
flight of steps, stairs, backstairs, 
escalator, companionway, way, 
entrance. 
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students like Brooks Adams. With these primitive arrangements, all of them had 
to be satisfied. The standard was below that of Washington, but it was, for the 
moment, the best.%

For the next nine months the Assistant Professor had no time to waste on 
comforts or amusements. He exhausted all his strength in trying to keep one day 
ahead of his duties. Often the stint ran on, till night and sleep ran short. He could 
not stop to think whether he were doing the work rightly. He could not get it 
done to please him, rightly or wrongly, for he never could satisfy himself what to 
do. 

The fault he had found with Harvard College as an undergraduate must have 
been more or less just, for the college was making a great effort to meet these 
self-criticisms, and had elected President Eliot in 1869 to carry out its reforms. 
Professor Gurney was one of the leading reformers, and had tried his hand on 
his own department of History. The two full Professors of History—Torrey and 
Gurney, charming men both—could not cover the ground. Between Gurney’s 
classical courses and Torrey’s modern ones, lay a gap of a thousand years, which 
Adams was expected to fill. The students had already elected courses numbered 
1, 2, and 3, without knowing what was to be taught or who was to teach. If their 
new professor had asked what idea was in their minds, they must have replied 
that nothing at all was in their minds, since their professor had nothing in his, 
and down to the moment he took his chair and looked his scholars in the face, he 
had given, as far as he could remember, an hour, more or less, to the Middle 
Ages. 

Not that his ignorance troubled him! He knew enough to be ignorant. His 
course had led him through oceans of ignorance; he had tumbled from one ocean 
into another till he had learned to swim; but even to him education was a serious 
thing. A parent gives life, but as parent, gives no more. A murderer takes life, but 
his deed stops there. A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his 
influence stops. A teacher is expected to teach truth, and may perhaps flatter 
himself that he does so, if he stops with the alphabet or the multiplication table, 
as a mother teaches truth by making her child eat with a spoon; but morals are 
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courses: (n) menses, catamenia. 
deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, 

behavior, action, exploit, covenant, 
doing, document, title, fact. 
ANTONYM: (n) failure. 

multiplication: (n) augmentation, 
increase, generation, expansion, rise, 
doubling, propagation, increment, 
reproduction; (n, v) addition; (adj) 
pullulation. ANTONYM: (n) 
decrease. 

murderer: (n) assassin, cutthroat,  

killer, manslayer, murderess, 
executioner, thug, liquidator; (v) 
butcher; (n, v) slayer, terrorist. 

oceans: (n) ocean, load, lot, bushel, 
mass, stack, mountain, heap. 

spoon: (n) spoonful, ladle, shovel, 
soup spoon, tablespoon, trowel, 
teaspoon, dipper; (v) smooch, dally, 
bill and coo. 

stint: (v) skimp, curtail, pinch, scrimp; 
(adj, v) begrudge, grudge; (n) 
restriction, extent, job, assignment,  

degree. 
stops: (n) Chicago, Michigan, 

Newmarket, boodle, halts, stop, 
stoppages, stopped, stopping, card 
game, moolah. 

wrongly: (adv) incorrectly, mistakenly, 
improperly, wrong, falsely, badly, 
unjustly, inaccurately, faultily, 
fallaciously, amissly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) suitably, justifiably, rightly, 
right, ethically, appropriately, justly, 
accurately, fairly, perfectly. 
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quite another truth and philosophy is more complex still. A teacher must either 
treat history as a catalogue, a record, a romance, or as an evolution; and whether 
he affirms or denies evolution, he falls into all the burning faggots of the pit. He 
makes of his scholars either priests or atheists, plutocrats or socialists, judges or 
anarchists, almost in spite of himself. In essence incoherent and immoral, history 
had either to be taught as such—or falsified.%

Adams wanted to do neither. He had no theory of evolution to teach, and 
could not make the facts fit one. He had no fancy for telling agreeable tales to 
amuse sluggish-minded boys, in order to publish them afterwards as lectures. He 
could still less compel his students to learn the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and the 
Venerable Bede by heart. He saw no relation whatever between his students and 
the Middle Ages unless it were the Church, and there the ground was 
particularly dangerous. He knew better than though he were a professional 
historian that the man who should solve the riddle of the Middle Ages and bring 
them into the line of evolution from past to present, would be a greater man than 
Lamarck or Linnaeus; but history had nowhere broken down so pitiably, or 
avowed itself so hopelessly bankrupt, as there. Since Gibbon, the spectacle was 
almost a scandal. History had lost even the sense of shame. It was a hundred 
years behind the experimental sciences. For all serious purpose, it was less 
instructive than Walter Scott and Alexandre Dumas. 

All this was without offence to Sir Henry Maine, Tyler, McLennan, Buckle, 
Auguste Comte, and the various philosophers who, from time to time, stirred the 
scandal, and made it more scandalous. No doubt, a teacher might make some use 
of these writers or their theories; but Adams could fit them into no theory of his 
own. The college expected him to pass at least half his time teaching the boys a 
few elementary dates and relations, that they might not be a disgrace to the 
university. This was formal; and he could frankly tell the boys that, provided 
they passed their examinations, they might get their facts where they liked, and 
use the teacher only for questions. The only privilege a student had that was 
worth his claiming, was that of talking to the professor, and the professor was 
bound to encourage it. His only difficulty on that side was to get them to talk at 
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bankrupt: (v) ruin, break, impoverish, 
deprive; (adj) broke, destitute, poor, 
impoverished; (n) bankruptcy, 
failure, insolvency. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rich, profiting, flourishing, 
wealthy; (v) enrich. 

claiming: (adj) pressing. 
disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) 

discredit, shame, stain, blemish, blot, 
slur, reproach; (v) degrade, debase; 
(n) degradation. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
respect, esteem, credit; (v) glorify,  

dignify, praise; (n) merit, grace, 
pride, rise, worthiness. 

elementary: (adj) simple, primary, 
fundamental, primitive, basal, easy, 
elemental, introductory, essential, 
main, original. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
secondary, complex, hard, 
complicated, difficult, final. 

hopelessly: (adv) despairingly, 
forlornly, despondently, uselessly, 
desolately, futilely, wretchedly, 
lostly, sadly, dejectedly, dispiritedly. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
effectively, slightly. 

pitiably: (adv) pathetically, pitifully, 
miserably, piteously, lamentably, 
wretchedly, patheticly, tragically, 
tragicly, sadly, deplorably. 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 
sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation. 

socialists: (n) republicans, Tories. 
 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 292

all. He had to devise schemes to find what they were thinking about, and induce 
them to risk criticism from their fellows. Any large body of students stifles the 
student. No man can instruct more than half-a-dozen students at once. The 
whole problem of education is one of its cost in money.%

The lecture system to classes of hundreds, which was very much that of the 
twelfth century, suited Adams not at all. Barred from philosophy and bored by 
facts, he wanted to teach his students something not wholly useless. The number 
of students whose minds were of an order above the average was, in his 
experience, barely one in ten; the rest could not be much stimulated by any 
inducements a teacher could suggest. All were respectable, and in seven years of 
contact, Adams never had cause to complain of one; but nine minds in ten take 
polish passively, like a hard surface; only the tenth sensibly reacts. 

Adams thought that, as no one seemed to care what he did, he would try to 
cultivate this tenth mind, though necessarily at the expense of the other nine. He 
frankly acted on the rule that a teacher, who knew nothing of his subject, should 
not pretend to teach his scholars what he did not know, but should join them in 
trying to find the best way of learning it. The rather pretentious name of 
historical method was sometimes given to this process of instruction, but the 
name smacked of German pedagogy, and a young professor who respected 
neither history nor method, and whose sole object of interest was his students’ 
minds, fell into trouble enough without adding to it a German parentage. 

The task was doomed to failure for a reason which he could not control. 
Nothing is easier than to teach historical method, but, when learned, it has little 
use. History is a tangled skein that one may take up at any point, and break 
when one has unravelled enough; but complexity precedes evolution. The 
Pteraspis grins horribly from the closed entrance. One may not begin at the 
beginning, and one has but the loosest relative truths to follow up. Adams found 
himself obliged to force his material into some shape to which a method could be 
applied. He could think only of law as subject; the Law School as end; and he 
took, as victims of his experiment, half-a-dozen highly intelligent young men 
who seemed willing to work. The course began with the beginning, as far as the 
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cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train, 
produce, polish, farm, crop, develop, 
domesticate, raise; (adj, v) promote. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, sterilize, 
brutalize, stunt, retard, pollute, 
ignore, harm, discourage. 

grins: (n) merriment, amusement, 
entertainment, fun, gaiety, levity, 
diversion, mirth, recreation, sport. 

horribly: (adv) horrifically, awfully, 
terrifically, hideously, atrociously, 
appallingly; (adj, adv) frightfully,  

terribly, fearfully, shockingly; (adj) 
ghastly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
pleasantly, wonderfully, kindly, 
sweetly. 

passively: (adv) inactively, inertly, 
quiescently, unresistingly, patiently, 
acquiescently, compliantly, meekly, 
tamely, dormantly, dutifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) vigorously, 
actively, assertively, defiantly. 

pedagogy: (n) education, pedagogics, 
instruction, tutelage, teaching,  

tuition, schooling, coeducation, 
indoctrination, educational activity, 
training. 

pretentious: (adj) showy, pompous, 
affected, presumptuous, arrogant, 
snobbish, grandiose, ambitious; (adj, 
v) boastful, stilted, conceited. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
unostentatious, unpretentious, 
humble, ordinary, unaffected, 
straightforward, restrained. 

twelfth: (adj) dozenth. 
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books showed a beginning in primitive man, and came down through the Salic 
Franks to the Norman English. Since no textbooks existed, the professor refused 
to profess, knowing no more than his students, and the students read what they 
pleased and compared their results. As pedagogy, nothing could be more 
triumphant. The boys worked like rabbits, and dug holes all over the field of 
archaic society; no difficulty stopped them; unknown languages yielded before 
their attack, and customary law became familiar as the police court; undoubtedly 
they learned, after a fashion, to chase an idea, like a hare, through as dense a 
thicket of obscure facts as they were likely to meet at the bar; but their teacher 
knew from his own experience that his wonderful method led nowhere, and they 
would have to exert themselves to get rid of it in the Law School even more than 
they exerted themselves to acquire it in the college. Their science had no system, 
and could have none, since its subject was merely antiquarian. Try as hard as he 
might, the professor could not make it actual.%

What was the use of training an active mind to waste its energy? The 
experiments might in time train Adams as a professor, but this result was still 
less to his taste. He wanted to help the boys to a career, but not one of his many 
devices to stimulate the intellectual reaction of the student’s mind satisfied either 
him or the students. For himself he was clear that the fault lay in the system, 
which could lead only to inertia. Such little knowledge of himself as he possessed 
warranted him in affirming that his mind required conflict, competition, 
contradiction even more than that of the student. He too wanted a rank-list to set 
his name upon. His reform of the system would have begun in the lecture-room 
at his own desk. He would have seated a rival assistant professor opposite him, 
whose business should be strictly limited to expressing opposite views. Nothing 
short of this would ever interest either the professor or the student; but of all 
university freaks, no irregularity shocked the intellectual atmosphere so much as 
contradiction or competition between teachers. In that respect the thirteenth-
century university system was worth the whole teaching of the modern school. 

All his pretty efforts to create conflicts of thought among his students failed 
for want of system. None met the needs of instruction. In spite of President 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affirming: (adj) predicative, predicant, 
assertory; (n) confirmation. 

antiquarian: (adj) antique, ancient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) young, modern, 
new. 

contradiction: (n) antithesis, denial, 
repugnance, clash, disproof, contrast, 
opposite, disagreement, paradox, 
inconsistency, reverse. ANTONYMS: 
(n) correspondence, confirmation, 
consistency, reinforcement, concord. 

exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use,  

apply, strain, operate, have recourse 
to, profit by; (n) excite, energize. 

freaks: (n) caprices, facetiousness, 
humor. 

hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, 
courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound. 

irregularity: (n) abnormality, anomaly, 
eccentricity, inequality, deviation, 
aberration, constipation, exception, 
unevenness, variation; (adj, n) 
deformity. ANTONYMS: (n)  

symmetry, normality, regularity, 
dependability, equality, frequency, 
evenness, consistency, predictability, 
smoothness. 

profess: (v) assert, feign, affirm, avow, 
state, pretend, claim, confess, allege, 
aver; (n, v) protest. ANTONYM: (v) 
repress. 

thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 
grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood. 
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Eliot’s reforms and his steady, generous, liberal support, the system remained 
costly, clumsy and futile. The university—as far as it was represented by Henry 
Adams—produced at great waste of time and money results not worth 
reaching.%

He made use of his lost two years of German schooling to inflict their results 
on his students, and by a happy chance he was in the full tide of fashion. The 
Germans were crowning their new emperor at Versailles, and surrounding his 
head with a halo of Pepins and Merwigs, Othos and Barbarossas. James Bryce 
had even discovered the Holy Roman Empire. Germany was never so powerful, 
and the Assistant Professor of History had nothing else as his stock in trade. He 
imposed Germany on his scholars with a heavy hand. He was rejoiced; but he 
sometimes doubted whether they should be grateful. On the whole, he was 
content neither with what he had taught nor with the way he had taught it. The 
seven years he passed in teaching seemed to him lost. 

The uses of adversity are beyond measure strange. As a professor, he 
regarded himself as a failure. Without false modesty he thought he knew what 
he meant. He had tried a great many experiments, and wholly succeeded in 
none. He had succumbed to the weight of the system. He had accomplished 
nothing that he tried to do. He regarded the system as wrong; more mischievous 
to the teachers than to the students; fallacious from the beginning to end. He 
quitted the university at last, in 1877, with a feeling. that, if it had not been for 
the invariable courtesy and kindness shown by every one in it, from the 
President to the injured students, he should be sore at his failure. 

These were his own feelings, but they seemed not to be felt in the college. 
With the same perplexing impartiality that had so much disconcerted him in his 
undergraduate days, the college insisted on expressing an opposite view. John 
Fiske went so far in his notice of the family in “Appleton’s Cyclopedia,” as to say 
that Henry had left a great reputation at Harvard College; which was a proof of 
John Fiske’s personal regard that Adams heartily returned; and set the kind 
expression down to camaraderie. The case was different when President Eliot 
himself hinted that Adams’s services merited recognition. Adams could have 
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camaraderie: (n) companionship, 
fellowship, friendship, friendliness, 
closeness, familiarity, sociability, 
association, brotherhood, fraternity, 
amity. ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
dislike, antagonism, coldness, 
enmity, animosity. 

crowning: (adj) top, ultimate, topmost, 
complementary, final; (adj, v) 
paramount, supreme; (n) tapering, 
coronation, finishing piece; (v) 
preeminent. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

bathetic, indecisive. 
experiments: (n) data. 
fallacious: (adj) deceitful, deceptive, 

false, wrong, misleading, unsound, 
delusive, inaccurate, incorrect, 
untrue, specious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
true, valid, correct, substantiated, 
veritable, logical. 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously. 

impartiality: (adj, n) justice, honesty; 
(n) fairness, disinterestedness, 
candor, equality, indifference, 
detachment, evenhandedness; (adj) 
impartial, fair play. ANTONYMS: (n) 
injustice, bias, inequality, partiality, 
prejudice, subjectivity. 

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, force, 
enforce, deal, deliver, administer, 
foist, put, obtrude. 
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wept on his shoulder in hysterics, so grateful was he for the rare good-will that 
inspired the compliment; but he could not allow the college to think that he 
esteemed himself entitled to distinction. He knew better, and his was among the 
failures which were respectable enough to deserve self-respect. Yet nothing in 
the vanity of life struck him as more humiliating than that Harvard College, 
which he had persistently criticised, abused, abandoned, and neglected, should 
alone have offered him a dollar, an office, an encouragement, or a kindness. 
Harvard College might have its faults, but at least it redeemed America, since it 
was true to its own.%

The only part of education that the professor thought a success was the 
students. He found them excellent company. Cast more or less in the same 
mould, without violent emotions or sentiment, and, except for the veneer of 
American habits, ignorant of all that man had ever thought or hoped, their minds 
burst open like flowers at the sunlight of a suggestion. They were quick to 
respond; plastic to a mould; and incapable of fatigue. Their faith in education 
was so full of pathos that one dared not ask them what they thought they could 
do with education when they got it. Adams did put the question to one of them, 
and was surprised at the answer: “The degree of Harvard College is worth 
money to me in Chicago.” This reply upset his experience; for the degree of 
Harvard College had been rather a drawback to a young man in Boston and 
Washington. So far as it went, the answer was good, and settled one’s doubts. 
Adams knew no better, although he had given twenty years to pursuing the 
same education, and was no nearer a result than they. He still had to take for 
granted many things that they need not—among the rest, that his teaching did 
them more good than harm. In his own opinion the greatest good he could do 
them was to hold his tongue. They needed much faith then; they were likely to 
need more if they lived long. 

He never knew whether his colleagues shared his doubts about their own 
utility. Unlike himself, they knew more or less their business. He could not tell 
his scholars that history glowed with social virtue; the Professor of Chemistry 
cared not a chemical atom whether society was virtuous or not. Adams could not 
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drawback: (n) catch, hitch, snag, 
shortcoming, defect, detriment, 
failing, inconvenience, disability, 
hurdle, encumbrance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) benefit, bonus, edge, strength. 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, 
respected, honorable, noble, honored, 
prestigious, important, distinguished, 
August, respect. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disreputable. 

flowers: (n) analecta, anthology. 
humiliating: (adj) humbling,  

embarrassing, mortifying, 
demeaning, shameful, disgraceful, 
ignominious, abject, dishonorable; (v) 
humiliate; (n) infra dignitatem. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dignified, 
honorable, glorious, reassuring, mild.

pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration, 
impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy. 

persistently: (adv) stubbornly, 
constantly, continually, firmly,  

tenaciously, unremittingly, 
continuously, incessantly, insistently, 
doggedly, pertinaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sporadically, 
acutely, aimlessly, inconsistently, 
spasmodically, halfheartedly. 

redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed. 
veneer: (n, v) face, varnish, gloss, 

polish; (n) facade, facing, coating, 
pretense, cover; (v) coat, plate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) strip, uncover; (n) 
middle. 
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pretend that mediaeval society proved evolution; the Professor of Physics smiled 
at evolution. Adams was glad to dwell on the virtues of the Church and the 
triumphs of its art: the Professor of Political Economy had to treat them as waste 
of force. They knew what they had to teach; he did not. They might perhaps be 
frauds without knowing it; but he knew certainly nothing else of himself. He 
could teach his students nothing; he was only educating himself at their cost.%

Education, like politics, is a rough affair, and every instructor has to shut his 
eyes and hold his tongue as though he were a priest. The students alone satisfied. 
They thought they gained something. Perhaps they did, for even in America and 
in the twentieth century, life could not be wholly industrial. Adams fervently 
hoped that they might remain content; but supposing twenty years more to pass, 
and they should turn on him as fiercely as he had turned on his old instructors—
what answer could he make? The college had pleaded guilty, and tried to reform. 
He had pleaded guilty from the start, and his reforms had failed before those of 
the college. 

The lecture-room was futile enough, but the faculty-room was worse. 
American society feared total wreck in the maelstrom of political and corporate 
administration, but it could not look for help to college dons. Adams knew, in 
that capacity, both Congressmen and professors, and he preferred Congressmen. 
The same failure marked the society of a college. Several score of the best- 
educated, most agreeable, and personally the most sociable people in America 
united in Cambridge to make a social desert that would have starved a polar 
bear. The liveliest and most agreeable of men—James Russell Lowell, Francis J. 
Child, Louis Agassiz, his son Alexander, Gurney, John Fiske, William James and 
a dozen others, who would have made the joy of London or Paris—tried their 
best to break out and be like other men in Cambridge and Boston, but society 
called them professors, and professors they had to be. While all these brilliant 
men were greedy for companionship, all were famished for want of it. Society 
was a faculty-meeting without business. The elements were there; but society 
cannot be made up of elements—people who are expected to be silent unless 
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dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, bide, 
live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander. 

famished: (adj) ravenous, starving, 
starved, empty, voracious, greedy, 
malnourished, thin; (adj, v) esurient; 
(v) peckish, lickerish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) full, satisfied, satiated, gorged, 
healthy. 

fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, 
zealously, passionately, intensely,  

eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, 
vehemently, seriously, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
impassively, halfheartedly, 
flippantly. 

maelstrom: (n, v) vortex, whirlpool; (v) 
eddy, overflow, regurgitation, reflux; 
(n) Charybdis, volcano, bedlam, 
convolution, tumult. 

sociable: (adj) outgoing, affable, 
amicable, genial, congenial, cordial,  

companionable, amiable, gracious, 
agreeable; (adj, n) social. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfriendly, 
reserved, lonely, introvert, 
discourteous, frosty, hostile, 
inhospitable, disagreeable, shy, 
inaccessible. 

starved: (adj) famished, starving, 
ravenous, meager, emaciated, 
malnourished, thin, esurient, 
hungerly, lean, starveling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) healthy. 
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they have observations to make—and all the elements are bound to remain apart 
if required to make observations.%

Thus it turned out that of all his many educations, Adams thought that of 
school-teacher the thinnest. Yet he was forced to admit that the education of an 
editor, in some ways, was thinner still. The editor had barely time to edit; he had 
none to write. If copy fell short, he was obliged to scribble a book-review on the 
virtues of the Anglo-Saxons or the vices of the Popes; for he knew more about 
Edward the Confessor or Boniface VIII than he did about President Grant. For 
seven years he wrote nothing; the Review lived on his brother Charles’s railway 
articles. The editor could help others, but could do nothing for himself. As a 
writer, he was totally forgotten by the time he had been an editor for twelve 
months. As editor he could find no writer to take his place for politics and affairs 
of current concern. The Review became chiefly historical. Russell Lowell and 
Frank Palgrave helped him to keep it literary. The editor was a helpless drudge 
whose successes, if he made any, belonged to his writers; but whose failures 
might easily bankrupt himself. Such a Review may be made a sink of money 
with captivating ease. The secrets of success as an editor were easily learned; the 
highest was that of getting advertisements. Ten pages of advertising made an 
editor a success; five marked him as a failure. The merits or demerits of his 
literature had little to do with his results except when they led to adversity. 

A year or two of education as editor satiated most of his appetite for that 
career as a profession. After a very slight experience, he said no more on the 
subject. He felt willing to let any one edit, if he himself might write. Vulgarly 
speaking, it was a dog’s life when it did not succeed, and little better when it did. 
A professor had at least the pleasure of associating with his students; an editor 
lived the life of an owl. A professor commonly became a pedagogue or a pedant; 
an editor became an authority on advertising. On the whole, Adams preferred 
his attic in Washington. He was educated enough. Ignorance paid better, for at 
least it earned fifty dollars a month. 

With this result Henry Adams’s education, at his entry into life, stopped, and 
his life began. He had to take that life as he best could, with such accidental 
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associating: (n) connection, reference. 
captivating: (adj, v) enchanting, 

charming, engaging; (adj) attractive, 
absorbing, alluring, bewitching, 
delightful, engrossing, lovely, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
repellent, boring, unpleasant, 
unappealing, forgettable, annoying. 

drudge: (n, v) slave, work; (v) toil, fag, 
moil, dig, grub, sweat, plod, grind; 
(n) hack. ANTONYMS: (v) dawdle, 
putter, loaf, idle, lounge. 

pedagogue: (n) dominie, teacher, 
schoolmaster, educator, pedagog, 
academician, lecturer, lector, master; 
(n, v) pedant; (v) purist. 

pedant: (n) doctrinaire, scholastic, 
bookworm, purist, pettifogger, 
precisian, prig, martinet, stickler, 
mannerist, intellectual. ANTONYM: 
(n) dilettante. 

satiated: (adj) full, replete, gorged, 
satisfied, jaded, sated, glutted, fat, fed 
up, corpulent, disgusted.  

ANTONYM: (adj) insatiate. 
scribble: (n, v) scrawl, scratch, sketch; 

(v) scrabble, doodle, write, compose; 
(n) squiggle, cacography, 
scribblement, scrape. 

secrets: (n) secrecy. 
thinner: (n) dilutant, solvent, reducer, 

rarefied, phenylic acid, phenol, 
propanone, perchloromethane, 
resolvent, oxybenzene, 
methylbenzene. 
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education as luck had given him; but he held that it was wrong, and that, if he 
were to begin again, he would do it on a better system. He thought he knew 
nearly what system to pursue. At that time Alexander Agassiz had not yet got 
his head above water so far as to serve for a model, as he did twenty or thirty 
years afterwards; but the editorship of the North American Review had one 
solitary merit; it made the editor acquainted at a distance with almost every one 
in the country who could write or who could be the cause of writing. Adams was 
vastly pleased to be received among these clever people as one of themselves, 
and felt always a little surprised at their treating him as an equal, for they all had 
education; but among them, only one stood out in extraordinary prominence as 
the type and model of what Adams would have liked to be, and of what the 
American, as he conceived, should have been and was not.%

Thanks to the article on Sir Charles Lyell, Adams passed for a friend of 
geologists, and the extent of his knowledge mattered much less to them than the 
extent of his friendship, for geologists were as a class not much better off than 
himself, and friends were sorely few. One of his friends from earliest childhood, 
and nearest neighbor in Quincy, Frank Emmons, had become a geologist and 
joined the Fortieth Parallel Survey under Government. At Washington in the 
winter of 1869-70, Emmons had invited Adams to go out with him on one of the 
field-parties in summer. Of course when Adams took the Review he put it at the 
service of the Survey, and regretted only that he could not do more. When the 
first year of professing and editing was at last over, and his July North American 
appeared, he drew a long breath of relief, and took the next train for the West. Of 
his year’s work he was no judge. He had become a small spring in a large 
mechanism, and his work counted only in the sum; but he had been treated 
civilly by everybody, and he felt at home even in Boston. Putting in his pocket 
the July number of the North American, with a notice of the Fortieth Parallel 
Survey by Professor J. D. Whitney, he started for the plains and the Rocky 
Mountains. 

In the year 1871, the West was still fresh, and the Union Pacific was young. 
Beyond the Missouri River, one felt the atmosphere of Indians and buffaloes. 
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editorship: (n) office, situation, place, 
post, spot, position, berth. 

friendship: (n) association, familiarity, 
affection, companionship, 
friendliness, intimacy, company, 
attachment, relationship; (n, v) amity, 
concord. ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
animosity, antagonism, conflict, 
formality, rivalry, hatred, 
detachment, distance, isolation. 

geologist: (n) geophysicist, geological 
scientist, rock hound, geologian,  

geognost, holmes. 
merit: (n, v) deserve; (adj, n) 

excellence, worth, desert; (n) virtue, 
credit, significance, value, goodness, 
quality; (v) rate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
demerit, disgrace, fault, 
insignificance, mediocrity, 
commonness. 

professing: (n) avowal, profession, 
community. 

prominence: (n) eminence, hump, 
importance, height, consequence,  

projection, distinction, bulge, 
celebrity, fame, moment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) valley, 
commonness, insignificance. 

pursue: (v) follow, dog, prosecute, 
hunt, course, tail, stalk, persist, 
hound, haunt, go after. ANTONYMS: 
(v) shun, eschew, avoid, discourage, 
lead, precede, find. 

thirty: (n) large integer, termination; 
(adj) thretty. 

treating: (adj) remedial. 
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One saw the last vestiges of an old education, worth studying if one would; but it 
was not that which Adams sought; rather, he came out to spy upon the land of 
the future. The Survey occasionally borrowed troopers from the nearest station 
in case of happening on hostile Indians, but otherwise the topographers and 
geologists thought more about minerals than about Sioux. They held under their 
hammers a thousand miles of mineral country with all its riddles to solve, and its 
stores of possible wealth to mark. They felt the future in their hands.%

Emmons’s party was out of reach in the Uintahs, but Arnold Hague’s had 
come in to Laramie for supplies, and they took charge of Adams for a time. Their 
wanderings or adventures matter nothing to the story of education. They were 
all hardened mountaineers and surveyors who took everything for granted, and 
spared each other the most wearisome bore of English and Scotch life, the stories 
of the big game they killed. A bear was an occasional amusement; a wapiti was a 
constant necessity; but the only wild animal dangerous to man was a rattlesnake 
or a skunk. One shot for amusement, but one had other matters to talk about. 

Adams enjoyed killing big game, but loathed the labor of cutting it up; so that 
he rarely unslung the little carbine he was in a manner required to carry. On the 
other hand, he liked to wander off alone on his mule, and pass the day fishing a 
mountain stream or exploring a valley. One morning when the party was 
camped high above Estes Park, on the flank of Long’s Peak, he borrowed a rod, 
and rode down over a rough trail into Estes Park, for some trout. The day was 
fine, and hazy with the smoke of forest fires a thousand miles away; the park 
stretched its English beauties off to the base of its bordering mountains in 
natural landscape and archaic peace; the stream was just fishy enough to tempt 
lingering along its banks. Hour after hour the sun moved westward and the fish 
moved eastward, or disappeared altogether, until at last when the fisherman 
cinched his mule, sunset was nearer than he thought. Darkness caught him 
before he could catch his trail. Not caring to tumble into some fifty-foot hole, he 
“allowed” he was lost, and turned back. In half-an-hour he was out of the hills, 
and under the stars of Estes Park, but he saw no prospect of supper or of bed. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bordering: (adj) abutting, adjoining, 
conterminous, contiguous, frontier, 
next, neighboring, nearby, near, 
approximate, fringent. 

carbine: (n) rifle, escopette, caliver, 
firelock, fusil, musketry, musket, 
fowling piece. 

cinched: (adj) decided, assured, open-
and-shut, prepared. 

exploring: (adj) indagative, emissary, 
excursive. 

fishy: (adj) questionable, shady,  

suspect, suspicious, queer, devious, 
doubtful, uncertain, problematic, 
equivocal, ambiguous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) trustworthy, aboveboard, 
doubtless. 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) quick. 

rattlesnake: (n) serpent, massasauga, 
asp, cobra, sidewinder, prairie  

rattlesnake, diamondback, prairie 
rattler, pit viper, horned rattlesnake, 
ground rattler. 

skunk: (n) rotter, rat, rascal, stinker, 
marijuana, bum, cannabis, puke, 
crumb, lowlife; (v) lurch. 

tumble: (n, v) drop, jumble, stumble, 
plunge, slip, spill, downfall; (v) 
crumble, collapse, topple, confuse. 

wanderings: (n) peregrination. 
wapiti: (n) cervid, American elk, deer, 

elk, moose. 
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Estes Park was large enough to serve for a bed on a summer night for an 
army of professors, but the supper question offered difficulties. There was but 
one cabin in the Park, near its entrance, and he felt no great confidence in finding 
it, but he thought his mule cleverer than himself, and the dim lines of mountain 
crest against the stars fenced his range of error. The patient mule plodded on 
without other road than the gentle slope of the ground, and some two hours 
must have passed before a light showed in the distance. As the mule came up to 
the cabin door, two or three men came out to see the stranger.%

One of these men was Clarence King on his way up to the camp. Adams fell 
into his arms. As with most friendships, it was never a matter of growth or 
doubt. Friends are born in archaic horizons; they were shaped with the Pteraspis 
in Siluria; they have nothing to do with the accident of space. King had come up 
that day from Greeley in a light four-wheeled buggy, over a trail hardly fit for a 
commissariat mule, as Adams had reason to know since he went back in the 
buggy. In the cabin, luxury provided a room and one bed for guests. They shared 
the room and the bed, and talked till far towards dawn. 

King had everything to interest and delight Adams. He knew more than 
Adams did of art and poetry; he knew America, especially west of the 
hundredth meridian, better than any one; he knew the professor by heart, and 
he knew the Congressman better than he did the professor. He knew even 
women; even the American woman; even the New York woman, which is saying 
much. Incidentally he knew more practical geology than was good for him, and 
saw ahead at least one generation further than the text-books. That he saw right 
was a different matter. Since the beginning of time no man has lived who is 
known to have seen right; the charm of King was that he saw what others did 
and a great deal more. His wit and humor; his bubbling energy which swept 
every one into the current of his interest; his personal charm of youth and 
manners; his faculty of giving and taking, profusely, lavishly, whether in 
thought or in money as though he were Nature herself, marked him almost alone 
among Americans. He had in him something of the Greek—a touch of Alcibiades 
or Alexander. One Clarence King only existed in the world. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

buggy: (adj) nutty, kooky, loony, 
loopy, balmy; (n) cart, pushchair, 
trap, truck, pram, random. 

commissariat: (n) provisions, nutrient, 
victual, food, provender, comestible, 
alimentation, aliment, victuals, 
larder. 

crest: (n, v) crown, top, peak, climax; 
(n) summit, brow, cockscomb, acme, 
pinnacle, zenith; (v) cap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, nadir, 
trough. 

fenced: (adj) hedged in, provisional, 
guarded, bounded. 

geology: (n) mineralogy, aquifer, 
foreshore, beach, folium, fountain, 
formation, geological formation, cliff, 
geoscopy, Earth science. 

hundredth: (n) centesm, common 
fraction, one percent, secular. 

lavishly: (adv) profusely, profligately, 
prodigally, copiously, generously, 
richly, wastefully, abundantly, 
luxuriously, plentifully, amply.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
frugally, cheaply, scantily. 

meridian: (n) culmination, line of 
longitude, zenith, peak, top, apex, 
acme, pinnacle, climax, clime; (v) 
glassy. 

profusely: (adv) lavishly, copiously, 
extravagantly, bountifully, 
generously, plentifully, galore, 
prodigally, richly, excessively, amply. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
stingily, thinly. 
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A new friend is always a miracle, but at thirty-three years old, such a bird of 
paradise rising in the sage-brush was an avatar. One friend in a lifetime is much; 
two are many; three are hardly possible. Friendship needs a certain parallelism 
of life, a community of thought, a rivalry of aim. King, like Adams, and all their 
generation, was at that moment passing the critical point of his career. The one, 
coming from the west, saturated with the sunshine of the Sierras, met the other, 
drifting from the east, drenched in the fogs of London, and both had the same 
problems to handle—the same stock of implements—the same field to work in; 
above all, the same obstacles to overcome.%

As a companion, King’s charm was great, but this was not the quality that so 
much attracted Adams, nor could he affect even distant rivalry on this ground. 
Adams could never tell a story, chiefly because he always forgot it; and he was 
never guilty of a witticism, unless by accident. King and the Fortieth Parallel 
influenced him in a way far more vital. The lines of their lives converged, but 
King had moulded and directed his life logically, scientifically, as Adams 
thought American life should be directed. He had given himself education all of 
a piece, yet broad. Standing in the middle of his career, where their paths at last 
came together, he could look back and look forward on a straight line, with 
scientific knowledge for its base. Adams’s life, past or future, was a succession of 
violent breaks or waves, with no base at all. King’s abnormal energy had already 
won him great success. None of his contemporaries had done so much, single-
handed, or were likely to leave so deep a trail. He had managed to induce 
Congress to adopt almost its first modern act of legislation. He had organized, as 
a civil—not military—measure, a Government Survey. He had paralleled the 
Continental Railway in Geology; a feat as yet unequalled by other governments 
which had as a rule no continents to survey. He was creating one of the classic 
scientific works of the century. The chances were great that he could, whenever 
he chose to quit the Government service, take the pick of the gold and silver, 
copper or coal, and build up his fortune as he pleased. Whatever prize he wanted 
lay ready for him—scientific social, literary, political—and he knew how to take 
them in turn. With ordinary luck he would die at eighty the richest and most 
many-sided genius of his day. 
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avatar: (n) embodiment, juggernaut, 
lares et penates, impersonation, 
epitome, personification, fetich, 
Jagannath, golden calf, graven image, 
Jagannatha. 

creating: (v) create; (n) making. 
drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, 

soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, 
soaked to the skin, dripping wet. 

feat: (n) deed, accomplishment, 
achievement, act, effort, performance, 

action, triumph, attainment, trick; 
(adj) fetis . ANTONYM: (n) inaction. 

many-sided: (adj) various, versatile, 
eclectic, finished, clever. 

parallelism: (n) parallel, likeness, 
similitude, analogy, affinity, 
similarity, parity, eurythmy, 
harmony, approximation, 
conformity. 

saturated: (adj, v) sodden; (adj) 
drenched, concentrated, sopping, 
soaked, full, soggy, soppy, wet  

through, pure; (v) impregnate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unsaturated. 

scientifically: (adv) technically, 
precisely, exactly, accurately, 
technologically, analytically, 
industrially, mechanically, 
punctually, experimentally, steadily. 
ANTONYM: (adv) randomly. 

unequalled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
alone, peerless, incomparable, 
matchless, unrivaled, unsurpassed, 
unrivalled, solitary, inimitable. 
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So little egoistic he was that none of his friends felt envy of his extraordinary 
superiority, but rather grovelled before it, so that women were jealous of the 
power he had over men; but women were many and Kings were one. The men 
worshipped not so much their friend, as the ideal American they all wanted to 
be. The women were jealous because, at heart, King had no faith in the American 
woman; he loved types more robust.%

The young men of the Fortieth Parallel had Californian instincts; they were 
brothers of Bret Harte. They felt no leanings towards the simple uniformities of 
Lyell and Darwin; they saw little proof of slight and imperceptible changes; to 
them, catastrophe was the law of change; they cared little for simplicity and 
much for complexity; but it was the complexity of Nature, not of New York or 
even of the Mississippi Valley. King loved paradox; he started them like rabbits, 
and cared for them no longer, when caught or lost; but they delighted Adams, 
for they helped, among other things, to persuade him that history was more 
amusing than science. The only question left open to doubt was their relative 
money value. 

In Emmons’s camp, far up in the Uintahs, these talks were continued till the 
frosts became sharp in the mountains. History and science spread out in 
personal horizons towards goals no longer far away. No more education was 
possible for either man. Such as they were, they had got to stand the chances of 
the world they lived in; and when Adams started back to Cambridge, to take up 
again the humble tasks of schoolmaster and editor he was harnessed to his cart. 
Education, systematic or accidental, had done its worst. Henceforth, he went on, 
submissive. 
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cart: (n) car, carriage, handcart, 
barrow, applecart, wagon; (v) haul, 
drag, bear, take, transfer. 

envy: (v) begrudge, want; (n) 
enviousness, desire, heartburning, 
resentment, envies, heartburn, 
jealousy, hatred; (adj) jealous. 
ANTONYM: (n) generosity. 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable,  

gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 
strong. 

mountains: (n) plenty, mountain 
range, mountain chain. 

rabbits: (n) order Lagomorpha, pikas, 
Lagomorpha. 

simplicity: (n) plainness, simpleness, 
easiness, ease, clarity, austerity, 
gullibility, severity, artlessness,  

ignorance; (adj, n) inexperience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difficulty, 
complexity, ambiguity, magnificence, 
sophistication, dishonesty, clutter, 
warmth. 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
resistant, disobedient, defiant, 
obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily. 
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CHAPTER  % XXI  

 
TWEN TY  YEAR S  AFTER  ( 1892 )  

 
 

ONCE more! this is a story of education, not of adventure! It is meant to help 
young men—or such as have intelligence enough to seek help—but it is not 
meant to amuse them. What one did—or did not do—with one’s education, after 
getting it, need trouble the inquirer in no way; it is a personal matter only which 
would confuse him. Perhaps Henry Adams was not worth educating; most keen 
judges incline to think that barely one man in a hundred owns a mind capable of 
reacting to any purpose on the forces that surround him, and fully half of these 
react wrongly. The object of education for that mind should be the teaching itself 
how to react with vigor and economy. No doubt the world at large will always 
lag so far behind the active mind as to make a soft cushion of inertia to drop 
upon, as it did for Henry Adams; but education should try to lessen the 
obstacles, diminish the friction, invigorate the energy, and should train minds to 
react, not at haphazard, but by choice, on the lines of force that attract their 
world. What one knows is, in youth, of little moment; they know enough who 
know how to learn. Throughout human history the waste of mind has been 
appalling, and, as this story is meant to show, society has conspired to promote 
it. No doubt the teacher is the worst criminal, but the world stands behind him 
and drags the student from his course. The moral is stentorian. Only the most 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; (n) 
hollow, descent. 

inquirer: (n) examiner, questioner, 
asker, interrogator, investigator, 
searcher, querist, trier, inquisitor, 
tester; (v) inspector. 

invigorate: (v) animate, inspire, 
inspirit, exhilarate, exalt, energize, 
fortify, encourage, refresh, quicken;  

(n, v) strengthen. ANTONYMS: (v) 
tire, deaden. 

lessen: (v) decrease, abate, fall, 
decline, dwindle, assuage, allay, 
alleviate; (adj, v) abridge, curtail, 
contract. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
exacerbate, intensify, raise, grow, 
aggravate, accelerate, bolster, 
worsen, strengthen, rise. 

stentorian: (adj) booming, vocal, 
piercing, strident, resonant, 
powerful, flourishing, full, fuller,  

palmy, stentorophonic. 
surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 

border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, v) 
circle, inclose, ring, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free. 

vigor: (n, v) energy; (adj, n) intensity; 
(n) spirit, vitality, force, life, strength, 
power, might, vim, stamina. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, apathy, 
frailty, laziness, enervation, 
inactivity, indifference, illness, 
lifelessness, sluggishness, tardiness. 
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energetic, the most highly fitted, and the most favored have overcome the 
friction or the viscosity of inertia, and these were compelled to waste three-
fourths of their energy in doing it.%

Fit or unfit, Henry Adams stopped his own education in 1871, and began to 
apply it for practical uses, like his neighbors. At the end of twenty years, he 
found that he had finished, and could sum up the result. He had no complaint to 
make against man or woman. They had all treated him kindly; he had never met 
with ill-will, ill-temper, or even ill-manners, or known a quarrel. He had never 
seen serious dishonesty or ingratitude. He had found a readiness in the young to 
respond to suggestion that seemed to him far beyond all he had reason to expect. 
Considering the stock complaints against the world, he could not understand 
why he had nothing to complain of. 

During these twenty years he had done as much work, in quantity, as his 
neighbors wanted; more than they would ever stop to look at, and more than his 
share. Merely in print, he thought altogether ridiculous the number of volumes 
he counted on the shelves of public libraries. He had no notion whether they 
served a useful purpose; he had worked in the dark; but so had most of his 
friends, even the artists, none of whom held any lofty opinion of their success in 
raising the standards of society, or felt profound respect for the methods or 
manners of their time, at home or abroad, but all of whom had tried, in a way, to 
hold the standard up. The effort had been, for the older generation, exhausting, 
as one could see in the Hunts; but the generation after 1870 made more figure, 
not in proportion to public wealth or in the census, but in their own self-
assertion. A fair number of the men who were born in the thirties had won 
names—Phillips Brooks; Bret Harte; Henry James; H. H. Richardson; John La 
Farge; and the list might be made fairly long if it were worth while; but from 
their school had sprung others, like Augustus St. Gaudens, McKim, Stanford 
White, and scores born in the forties, who counted as force even in the mental 
inertia of sixty or eighty million people. Among all these Clarence King, John 
Hay, and Henry Adams had led modest existences, trying to fill in the social 
gaps of a class which, as yet, showed but thin ranks and little cohesion. The 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

census: (n) enumeration, numeration, 
reckoning, returns, counting, 
statistics, score; (v) poll, 
recapitulation, roll call, enumerate. 

cohesion: (n) continuity, coherence, 
consistency, adherence, conjunction, 
incorporation, cohesiveness, 
adhesion, conjugation, association, 
linkage. ANTONYM: (n) 
incoherence. 

complaint: (n) charge, ailment, 
disease, affection, whine, disorder,  

wail, complain, plaint, protest, 
sickness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
compliment, commendation, health. 

friction: (n) discord, attrition, rub, 
dispute, abrasion, disagreement, 
conflict, dissension, rubbing, clash; 
(n, v) resistance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
smoothness, agreement, concord, 
ease. 

ill-will: (n) enmity. 
ingratitude: (n) oblivion of benefits, 

thanklessness, ungratefulness,  

feeling. ANTONYM: (n) gratitude. 
readiness: (n) facility, ease, expedition, 

preparation, promptness, knack, 
dexterity, eagerness, quickness, 
fitness; (adj, n) alacrity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) reluctance, delay. 

thirties: (n) decade, decennium. 
viscosity: (adj) viscidity; (n) 

consistence, ropiness, stickiness, 
gumminess, glutinousness, 
glutinosity, viscousness, glueyness, 
cohesiveness, thickness. 
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combination offered no very glittering prizes, but they pursued it for twenty 
years with as much patience and effort as though it led to fame or power, until, 
at last, Henry Adams thought his own duties sufficiently performed and his 
account with society settled. He had enjoyed his life amazingly, and would not 
have exchanged it for any other that came in his way; he was, or thought he was, 
perfectly satisfied with it; but for reasons that had nothing to do with education, 
he was tired; his nervous energy ran low; and, like a horse that wears out, he 
quitted the race-course, left the stable, and sought pastures as far as possible 
from the old. Education had ended in 1871; life was complete in 1890; the rest 
mattered so little! 

As had happened so often, he found himself in London when the question of 
return imposed its verdict on him after much fruitless effort to rest elsewhere. 
The time was the month of January, 1892; he was alone, in hospital, in the gloom 
of midwinter. He was close on his fifty-fourth birthday, and Pall Mall had 
forgotten him as completely as it had forgotten his elders. He had not seen 
London for a dozen years, and was rather amused to have only a bed for a world 
and a familiar black fog for horizon. The coal-fire smelt homelike; the fog had a 
fruity taste of youth; anything was better than being turned out into the wastes 
of Wigmore Street. He could always amuse himself by living over his youth, and 
driving once more down Oxford Street in 1858, with life before him to imagine 
far less amusing than it had turned out to be.%

The future attracted him less. Lying there for a week he reflected on what he 
could do next. He had just come up from the South Seas with John La Farge, who 
had reluctantly crawled away towards New York to resume the grinding routine 
of studio-work at an age when life runs low. Adams would rather, as choice, 
have gone back to the east, if it were only to sleep forever in the trade-winds 
under the southern stars, wandering over the dark purple ocean, with its purple 
sense of solitude and void. Not that he liked the sensation, but that it was the 
most unearthly he had felt. He had not yet happened on Rudyard Kipling’s 
“Mandalay,” but he knew the poetry before he knew the poem, like millions of 
wanderers, who have perhaps alone felt the world exactly as it is. Nothing 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) barren, 
useless, empty, futile, ineffective, 
idle, pointless, sterile, bootless, 
unproductive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fertile, useful, effective, satisfying, 
fruitful, worthwhile, profitable, 
successful, productive, hopeful, 
meaningful. 

fruity: (adj) nutty, crazy, juicy, sappy, 
tasteful, wacky, mental, loopy, loony, 
loco, kooky. 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj)  

sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter. 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard. 

homelike: (adj) domestic, cosy, 
comfortable, homy, easeful, snug, 
cozy, homey, comfy, homebody. 

unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly,  

uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, physical, 
acceptable, normal, human. 

void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
(v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 
meaningful, solid; (n) fullness. 
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attracted him less than the idea of beginning a new education. The old one had 
been poor enough; any new one could only add to its faults. Life had been cut in 
halves, and the old half had passed away, education and all, leaving no stock to 
graft on.%

The new world he faced in Paris and London seemed to him fantastic Willing 
to admit it real in the sense of having some kind of existence outside his own 
mind, he could not admit it reasonable. In Paris, his heart sank to mere pulp 
before the dismal ballets at the Grand Opera and the eternal vaudeville at the 
old Palais Royal; but, except for them, his own Paris of the Second Empire was as 
extinct as that of the first Napoleon. At the galleries and exhibitions, he was 
racked by the effort of art to be original, and when one day, after much 
reflection, John La Farge asked whether there might not still be room for 
something simple in art, Adams shook his head. As he saw the world, it was no 
longer simple and could not express itself simply. It should express what it was; 
and this was something that neither Adams nor La Farge understood. 

Under the first blast of this furnace-heat, the lights seemed fairly to go out. 
He felt nothing in common with the world as it promised to be. He was ready to 
quit it, and the easiest path led back to the east; but he could not venture alone, 
and the rarest of animals is a companion. He must return to America to get one. 
Perhaps, while waiting, he might write more history, and on the chance as a last 
resource, he gave orders for copying everything he could reach in archives, but 
this was mere habit. He went home as a horse goes back to his stable, because he 
knew nowhere else to go. 

Home was Washington. As soon as Grant’s administration ended, in 1877, 
and Evarts became Secretary of State, Adams went back there, partly to write 
history, but chiefly because his seven years of laborious banishment, in Boston, 
convinced him that, as far as he had a function in life, it was as stable-companion 
to statesmen, whether they liked it or not. At about the same time, old George 
Bancroft did the same thing, and presently John Hay came on to be Assistant 
Secretary of State for Mr. Evarts, and stayed there to write the “Life” of Lincoln. 
In 1884 Adams joined him in employing Richardson to build them adjoining 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

copying: (n) duplicating, duplication, 
imitation, replication, repetition, 
reproduction, tracing, repeating, 
printing, resistance; (adj) imitative. 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, melancholy, 
black, dim, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bright, happy, lively, uplifting, 
sunny, pleasant, light, cheery, strong, 
soulful, wonderful. 

extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, 

departed, obsolete, extinguished, 
exhausted, inanimate, out, quenched, 
gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) alive, 
living, extant, active, dormant, 
thriving, existing, live. 

graft: (n, v) transplant, toil; (n) 
corruption, bribery, bud, grafting, 
bribe, implant; (v) engraft, ingraft, 
boodle. 

joined: (adj) coupled, united, allied, 
connected, joint, associated, linked, 
amalgamated, concerted,  

incorporated; (n) joining. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disjointed, rival. 

lights: (n) illumination, burn, lung, 
spacing material. 

pulp: (n) flesh, pith, puree, cellulose, 
pap, magazine, bagasse, marrow; (v) 
grind, squash; (adj) taste. 

vaudeville: (n) music hall, 
extravaganza, variety, revue, stage 
play, tragedy, comedy, drama, play, 
piece; (adj) theatrical. 
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houses on La Fayette Square. As far as Adams had a home this was it. To the 
house on La Fayette Square he must turn, for he had no other status—no position 
in the world.%

Never did he make a decision more reluctantly than this of going back to his 
manger. His father and mother were dead. All his family led settled lives of their 
own. Except for two or three friends in Washington, who were themselves 
uncertain of stay, no one cared whether he came or went, and he cared least. 
There was nothing to care about. Every one was busy; nearly every one seemed 
contented. Since 1871 nothing had ruffled the surface of the American world, 
and even the progress of Europe in her side-way track to dis-Europeaning herself 
had ceased to be violent. After a dreary January in Paris, at last when no excuse 
could be persuaded to offer itself for further delay, he crossed the channel and 
passed a week with his old friend, Milnes Gaskell, at Thornes, in Yorkshire, 
while the westerly gales raved a warning against going home. Yorkshire in 
January is not an island in the South Seas. It has few points of resemblance to 
Tahiti; not many to Fiji or Samoa; but, as so often before, it was a rest between 
past and future, and Adams was grateful for it. 

At last, on February 3, he drove, after a fashion, down the Irish Channel, on 
board the Teutonic. He had not crossed the Atlantic for a dozen years, and had 
never seen an ocean steamer of the new type. He had seen nothing new of any 
sort, or much changed in France or England. The railways made quicker time, 
but were no more comfortable. The scale was the same. The Channel service was 
hardly improved since 1858, or so little as to make no impression. Europe 
seemed to have been stationary for twenty years. To a man who had been 
stationary like Europe, the Teutonic was a marvel. That he should be able to eat 
his dinner through a week of howling winter gales was a miracle. That he 
should have a deck stateroom, with fresh air, and read all night, if he chose, by 
electric light, was matter for more wonder than life had yet supplied, in its old 
forms. Wonder may be double—even treble. Adams’s wonder ran off into 
figures. As the Niagara was to the Teutonic—as 1860 was to 1890—so the 
Teutonic and 1890 must be to the next term—and then? Apparently the question 
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contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious. 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling. 

manger: (n) crib, cage, bunk, gutter, 
rack, flume, feed bunk, bowl,  

container. 
marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 

curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. ANTONYMS: 
(v) disregard; (n) nightmare. 

miracle: (adj, n) wonder, prodigy; (n) 
phenomenon, mystery, wonderwork, 
surprise, sensation, event, theurgy, 
astonishment, amazement. 

stateroom: (n) tenement, hall. 
stationary: (adj) motionless, fixed, set, 

quiescent, permanent, immobile, 
steady, static, constant, unmoving, 
still. ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, 
shifting, flowing. 

treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, triplex, 
thribble, double, dual, high, voce di 
testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) sing. 

westerly: (adj) western, westbound, 
hillbilly; (n) west wind, prevailing 
westerly, wester; (adv) westwards; (v) 
to the west. ANTONYM: (adv) 
easterly. 
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concerned only America. Western Europe offered no such conundrum. There one 
might double scale and speed indefinitely without passing bounds.%

Fate was kind on that voyage. Rudyard Kipling, on his wedding trip to 
America, thanks to the mediation of Henry James, dashed over the passenger his 
exuberant fountain of gaiety and wit—as though playing a garden hose on a 
thirsty and faded begonia. Kipling could never know what peace of mind he 
gave, for he could hardly ever need it himself so much; and yet, in the full 
delight of his endless fun and variety; one felt the old conundrum repeat itself. 
Somehow, somewhere, Kipling and the American were not one, but two, and 
could not be glued together. The American felt that the defect, if defect it were, 
was in himself; he had felt it when he was with Swinburne, and, again, with 
Robert Louis Stevenson, even under the palms of Vailima; but he did not carry 
self-abasement to the point of thinking himself singular. Whatever the defect 
might be, it was American; it belonged to the type; it lived in the blood. 
Whatever the quality might be that held him apart, it was English; it lived also in 
the blood; one felt it little if at all, with Celts, and one yearned reciprocally 
among Fiji cannibals. Clarence King used to say that it was due to discord 
between the wave-lengths of the man-atoms; but the theory offered difficulties in 
measurement. Perhaps, after all, it was only that genius soars; but this theory, 
too, had its dark corners. All through life, one had seen the American on his 
literary knees to the European; and all through many lives back for some two 
centuries, one had seen the European snub or patronize the American; not 
always intentionally, but effectually. It was in the nature of things. Kipling 
neither snubbed nor patronized; he was all gaiety and good-nature; but he 
would have been first to feel what one meant. Genius has to pay itself that 
unwilling self-respect. 

Towards the middle of February, 1892, Adams found himself again in 
Washington. In Paris and London he had seen nothing to make a return to life 
worth while; in Washington he saw plenty of reasons for staying dead. Changes 
had taken place there; improvements had been made; with time—much time—
the city might become habitable according to some fashionable standard; but all 
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discord: (n, v) conflict, clash; (n) 
disagreement, variance, division, 
difference, dissension, dissonance, 
strife, split, contention. ANTONYMS: 
(n) agreement, harmony, unity, 
accord, concordance, consent, silence, 
concord; (v) match. 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv)  

ineffectually. 
glued: (adj) watchful, affixed, 

attentive. 
hose: (n) stocking, pipe, tights, 

hosepipe, hosiery, fire hose, airline, 
trunk hose; (v) water, cheat; (n, v) 
wash. 

kipling: (n) Rudyard Kipling. 
patronize: (v) frequent, support, 

sponsor, patronage, favor, patronise, 
condescend, defend, promote, back, 
help. ANTONYMS: (v) respect,  

boycott. 
reciprocally: (adv) inversely, jointly, in 

return, conversely, commonly, 
reciprocatively, alternately, 
correlatively, equally, communally, 
bilaterally. 

snub: (n, v) repulse, insult, cut, slight, 
put down; (v) disregard, offend, 
ignore, check, humiliate; (n) rebuke. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, 
acknowledge, notice, boost, include; 
(n) acceptance. 
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one’s friends had died or disappeared several times over, leaving one almost as 
strange as in Boston or London. Slowly, a certain society had built itself up about 
the Government; houses had been opened and there was much dining; much 
calling; much leaving of cards; but a solitary man counted for less than in 1868. 
Society seemed hardly more at home than he. Both Executive and Congress held 
it aloof. No one in society seemed to have the ear of anybody in Government. No 
one in Government knew any reason for consulting any one in society. The 
world had ceased to be wholly political, but politics had become less social. A 
survivor of the Civil War—like George Bancroft, or John Hay—tried to keep 
footing, but without brilliant success. They were free to say or do what they 
liked; but no one took much notice of anything said or done.%

A presidential election was to take place in November, and no one showed 
much interest in the result. The two candidates were singular persons, of whom 
it was the common saying that one of them had no friends; the other, only 
enemies. Calvin Brice, who was at that time altogether the wittiest and cleverest 
member of the Senate, was in the habit of describing Mr. Cleveland in glowing 
terms and at great length, as one of the loftiest natures and noblest characters of 
ancient or modern time; “but,” he concluded, “in future I prefer to look on at his 
proceedings from the safe summit of some neighboring hill.” The same remark 
applied to Mr. Harrison. In this respect, they were the greatest of Presidents, for, 
whatever harm they might do their enemies, was as nothing when compared to 
the mortality they inflicted on their friends. Men fled them as though they had 
the evil eye. To the American people, the two candidates and the two parties 
were so evenly balanced that the scales showed hardly a perceptible difference. 
Mr. Harrison was an excellent President, a man of ability and force; perhaps the 
best President the Republican Party had put forward since Lincoln’s death; yet, 
on the whole, Adams felt a shade of preference for President Cleveland, not so 
much personally as because the Democrats represented to him the last remnants 
of the eighteenth century; the survivors of Hosea Biglow’s Cornwallis; the sole 
remaining protestants against a banker’s Olympus which had become, for five-
and-twenty years, more and more despotic over Esop’s frog-empire. One might 
no longer croak except to vote for King Log, or—failing storks—for Grover 
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calvin: (n) John Calvin, Melvin Calvin, 
Jean Chauvin. 

consulting: (adj) consultative; (n) 
consultation; (v) consult. 

croak: (v) buy the farm, mutter, 
murmur, complain, conk, maunder, 
growl, perish, expire, decease; (n) 
croaking. 

evenly: (adv) flatly, levelly, uniformly, 
regularly, smoothly, steadily, 
planely, horizontally, plainly, truely, 
rightly. ANTONYMS: (adv)  

inconsistently, unequally, agitatedly, 
indirectly. 

glowing: (adj, n) enthusiastic, cordial, 
passionate; (adj) burning, fervent, 
blazing, flaming, fiery, dazzling; (adj, 
v) warm; (adj, adv) aglow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pale, wan, 
unhappy, unenthusiastic, derogatory, 
dispassionate, unwell. 

perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent,  

detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible. 

remnants: (n) leavings, remains, 
remainder, rest, leftovers, remnant, 
offal, leftover, vestige, relics, refuse. 

shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, 
blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
clarify, expose. 
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Cleveland; and even then could not be sure where King Banker lurked behind. 
The costly education in politics had led to political torpor. Every one did not 
share it. Clarence King and John Hay were loyal Republicans who never for a 
moment conceived that there could be merit in other ideals. With King, the 
feeling was chiefly love of archaic races; sympathy with the negro and Indian 
and corresponding dislike of their enemies; but with Hay, party loyalty became a 
phase of being, a little like the loyalty of a highly cultivated churchman to his 
Church. He saw all the failings of the party, and still more keenly those of the 
partisans; but he could not live outside. To Adams a Western Democrat or a 
Western Republican, a city Democrat or a city Republican, a W. C. Whitney or a 
J. G. Blaine, were actually the same man, as far as their usefulness to the objects 
of King, Hay, or Adams was concerned. They graded themselves as friends or 
enemies not as Republicans or Democrats. To Hay, the difference was that of 
being respectable or not.%

Since 1879, King, Hay, and Adams had been inseparable. Step by step, they 
had gone on in the closest sympathy, rather shunning than inviting public 
position, until, in 1892, none of them held any post at all. With great effort, in 
Hayes’s administration, all King’s friends, including Abram Hewitt and Carl 
Schurz, had carried the bill for uniting the Surveys and had placed King at the 
head of the Bureau; but King waited only to organize the service, and then 
resigned, in order to seek his private fortune in the West. Hay, after serving as 
Assistant Secretary of State under Secretary Evarts during a part of Hayes’s 
administration, then also insisted on going out, in order to write with Nicolay the 
“Life” of Lincoln. Adams had held no office, and when his friends asked the 
reason, he could not go into long explanations, but preferred to answer simply 
that no President had ever invited him to fill one. The reason was good, and was 
also conveniently true, but left open an awkward doubt of his morals or capacity. 
Why had no President ever cared to employ him? The question needed a volume 
of intricate explanation. There never was a day when he would have refused to 
perform any duty that the Government imposed on him, but the American 
Government never to his knowledge imposed duties. The point was never raised 
with regard to him, or to any one else. The Government required candidates to 
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clarence: (n) whisky, Victoria, 
phaeton, mail phaeton, landau, drag, 
coach, chariot, brougham, break, 
barouche. 

cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, 
tame, educated, sophisticated, 
elegant, urbane, polished, 
accomplished, civil, polite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, 
uncouth, coarse, graceless. 

graded: (adj) graduated, phased, 
alphabetical, thoroughbred, passable, 

improved, hierarchic, hierarchal, 
bedded, dirt, graveled. 

intricate: (adj, n) complicated; (adj) 
difficult, knotty, hard, tricky, 
convoluted, tortuous, inextricable, 
elaborate, obscure; (adj, v) involved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, easy, 
plain. 

shunning: (n) avoidance, evasion, 
dodging, avoiding, evitation, 
aversion, deliberately avoiding, 
dodge, averting, rejection, run- 

around. 
torpor: (n) lethargy, lassitude, stupor, 

languor, indolence, sluggishness, 
listlessness, torpidity, torpidness; 
(adj, n) inactivity, inertia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, vigor, 
activity. 

uniting: (adj) concurrent, united, 
coincident; (n) unification, reunion, 
fusion, merger, coalescence, 
amalgamation, conglutination, join. 

 

 

  



Henry Adams 311

offer; the business of the Executive began and ended with the consent or refusal 
to confer. The social formula carried this passive attitude a shade further. Any 
public man who may for years have used some other man’s house as his own, 
when promoted to a position of patronage commonly feels himself obliged to 
inquire, directly or indirectly, whether his friend wants anything; which is 
equivalent to a civil act of divorce, since he feels awkward in the old relation. The 
handsomest formula, in an impartial choice, was the grandly courteous Southern 
phrase of Lamar: “Of course Mr. Adams knows that anything in my power is at 
his service.” A la disposicion de Usted! The form must have been correct since it 
released both parties. He was right; Mr. Adams did know all about it; a bow and 
a conventional smile closed the subject forever, and every one felt flattered.%

Such an intimate, promoted to power, was always lost. His duties and cares 
absorbed him and affected his balance of mind. Unless his friend served some 
political purpose, friendship was an effort. Men who neither wrote for 
newspapers nor made campaign speeches, who rarely subscribed to the 
campaign fund, and who entered the White House as seldom as possible, placed 
themselves outside the sphere of usefulness, and did so with entirely adequate 
knowledge of what they were doing. They never expected the President to ask 
for their services, and saw no reason why he should do so. As for Henry Adams, 
in fifty years that he knew Washington, no one would have been more surprised 
than himself had any President ever asked him to perform so much of a service 
as to cross the square. Only Texan Congressmen imagined that the President 
needed their services in some remote consulate after worrying him for months to 
find one. 

In Washington this law or custom is universally understood, and no one’s 
character necessarily suffered because he held no office. No one took office 
unless he wanted it; and in turn the outsider was never asked to do work or 
subscribe money. Adams saw no office that he wanted, and he gravely thought 
that, from his point of view, in the long run, he was likely to be a more useful 
citizen without office. He could at least act as audience, and, in those days, a 
Washington audience seldom filled even a small theatre. He felt quite well 
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absorbed: (adj) rapt, intent, immersed, 
fixed, deep, engaged, preoccupied, 
pensive, fascinated, enthralled, held. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bored, 
disinterested, distracted, restless, 
unfocused, uninterested, indifferent, 
shallow, superficial, detached. 

confer: (v) give, accord, award, afford, 
grant, discuss, converse, consult, 
show; (n, v) talk; (adj, v) present. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, deny, 
dishonor, retrieve, take. 

indirectly: (adv) circuitously, 
roundaboutly, collaterally, 
tortuously, windingly, sidelongly, 
incidentally, meanderingly, 
secondarily, discursively; (n) curved 
shape. ANTONYMS: (adv) straight, 
personally, frankly. 

newspapers: (n) press, papers, the 
media, journalists, reporters. 

outsider: (n) foreigner, stranger, 
layman, outlander, foreign, 
newcomer, unknown, immigrant,  

bystander, strangers, guest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) native, participant. 

subscribe: (v) confirm, sign, 
contribute, ratify, subscribe to, 
underwrite, agree, buy, donate, 
endorse, accept. 

worrying: (adj) disturbing, 
disquieting, worrisome, troubling, 
troublesome, anxious, distressful, 
perturbing; (v) bothering, harassing; 
(n) harassment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, relaxing, promising, slight. 
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satisfied to look on, and from time to time he thought he might risk a criticism of 
the players; but though he found his own position regular, he never quite 
understood that of John Hay. The Republican leaders treated Hay as one of 
themselves; they asked his services and took his money with a freedom that 
staggered even a hardened observer; but they never needed him in equivalent 
office. In Washington Hay was the only competent man in the party for 
diplomatic work. He corresponded in his powers of usefulness exactly with Lord 
Granville in London, who had been for forty years the saving grace of every 
Liberal administration in turn. Had usefulness to the public service been ever a 
question, Hay should have had a first-class mission under Hayes; should have 
been placed in the Cabinet by Garfield, and should have been restored to it by 
Harrison. These gentlemen were always using him; always invited his services, 
and always took his money.%

Adams’s opinion of politics and politicians, as he frankly admitted, lacked 
enthusiasm, although never, in his severest temper, did he apply to them the 
terms they freely applied to each other; and he explained everything by his old 
explanation of Grant’s character as more or less a general type; but what roused 
in his mind more rebellion was the patience and good-nature with which Hay 
allowed himself to be used. The trait was not confined to politics. Hay seemed to 
like to be used, and this was one of his many charms; but in politics this sort of 
good-nature demands supernatural patience. Whatever astonishing lapses of 
social convention the politicians betrayed, Hay laughed equally heartily, and told 
the stories with constant amusement, at his own expense. Like most Americans, 
he liked to play at making Presidents, but, unlike most, he laughed not only at 
the Presidents he helped to make, but also at himself for laughing. 

One must be rich, and come from Ohio or New York, to gratify an expensive 
taste like this. Other men, on both political flanks, did the same thing, and did it 
well, less for selfish objects than for the amusement of the game; but Hay alone 
lived in Washington and in the centre of the Ohio influences that ruled the 
Republican Party during thirty years. On the whole, these influences were 
respectable, and although Adams could not, under any circumstances, have had 
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astonishing: (adj) amazing, wonderful, 
stupendous, prodigious, strange, 
surprising, astounding, incredible, 
breathtaking; (v) astonish; (adj, n) 
marvelous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ordinary, humdrum, boring, 
mundane, dull, expected, predictable, 
usual, comforting. 

first-class: (adj) excellent, grand, crack, 
fine, capital, dandy, splendid, 
superior, fantastic, high-class, top. 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease,  

accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint. 

rebellion: (n) revolt, insurrection, 
mutiny, disobedience, uprising, 
unrest, revolution, outbreak, 
defiance, insurgency, commotion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) consent, 
compliance. 

selfish: (adj) mean, greedy, mercenary, 
egotistical, egotistic, egoistic, self- 

interested, stingy, egocentric, self-
centered, covetous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) selfless, altruistic, generous, 
altruism, considerate, philanthropic, 
thoughtful, constructive, concerned, 
abstemious, kind. 

staggered: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, flabbergasted, astounded, 
stunned, bewildered, surprised, 
thunderstruck, angular, dizzy, taken 
aback. 
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any value, even financially, for Ohio politicians, Hay might have much, as he 
showed, if they only knew enough to appreciate him. The American politician 
was occasionally an amusing object; Hay laughed, and, for want of other 
resource, Adams laughed too; but perhaps it was partly irritation at seeing how 
President Harrison dealt his cards that made Adams welcome President 
Cleveland back to the White House.%

At all events, neither Hay nor King nor Adams had much to gain by 
reelecting Mr. Harrison in 1892, or by defeating him, as far as he was concerned; 
and as far as concerned Mr. Cleveland, they seemed to have even less personal 
concern. The whole country, to outward appearance, stood in much the same 
frame of mind. Everywhere was slack-water. Hay himself was almost as languid 
and indifferent as Adams. Neither had occupation. Both had finished their 
literary work. The “Life” of Lincoln had been begun, completed, and published 
hand in hand with the “History” of Jefferson and Madison, so that between them 
they had written nearly all the American history there was to write. The 
intermediate period needed intermediate treatment; the gap between James 
Madison and Abraham Lincoln could not be judicially filled by either of them. 
Both were heartily tired of the subject, and America seemed as tired as they. 
What was worse, the redeeming energy of Americans which had generally 
served as the resource of minds otherwise vacant, the creation of new force, the 
application of expanding power, showed signs of check. Even the year before, in 
1891, far off in the Pacific, one had met everywhere in the East a sort of 
stagnation—a creeping paralysis—complaints of shipping and producers—that 
spread throughout the whole southern hemisphere. Questions of exchange and 
silver-production loomed large. Credit was shaken, and a change of party 
government might shake it even in Washington. The matter did not concern 
Adams, who had no credit, and was always richest when the rich were poor; but 
it helped to dull the vibration of society. 

However they studied it, the balance of profit and loss, on the last twenty 
years, for the three friends, King, Hay, and Adams, was exceedingly obscure in 
1892. They had lost twenty years, but what had they gained? They often 
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creeping: (n) creep, crawl, locomotion, 
spreading; (v) lentor; (adj) reptile, 
slow, reptant, reptatory, serpiginous, 
moving. 

defeating: (adj) anatreptic; (n) victory, 
conquest. 

financially: (adv) monetarily, 
economically, pecuniarily, 
businessly, numismatically. 

hemisphere: (n) area, sphere, region, 
realm, district, circle, ground, 
cerebral hemisphere, Hemisphere of 

vision, northern hemisphere, orb. 
judicially: (adv) legally, forensically, 

judicial, judiciarily, dispassionately, 
magisterially, juristically, impartially, 
officially. ANTONYM: (adv) stupidly.

shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 
vibrate. 

shipping: (n) transport, forwarding, 
sending, transportation, shipment, 
navigation, carriage, conveyance,  

dispatch, freightage, ferry. 
vacant: (adj) blank, hollow, unfilled, 

void, free, unoccupied, bare, idle, 
expressionless, open; (adj, v) devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, cognizant, 
overflowing, inhabited, aware, 
comprehending, animated, solid, 
expressive, knowing. 

vibration: (n) tremor, shudder, quiver, 
beat, pulse, oscillation, shiver, 
pulsation, trembling, undulation, 
movement. ANTONYM: (n) stillness. 
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discussed the question. Hay had a singular faculty for remembering faces, and 
would break off suddenly the thread of his talk, as he looked out of the window 
on La Fayette Square, to notice an old corps commander or admiral of the Civil 
War, tottering along to the club for his cards or his cocktail: “There is old Dash 
who broke the rebel lines at Blankburg! Think of his having been a thunderbolt 
of war!” Or what drew Adams’s closer attention: “There goes old Boutwell 
gambolling like the gambolling kid!” There they went! Men who had swayed the 
course of empire as well as the course of Hay, King, and Adams, less valued than 
the ephemeral Congressman behind them, who could not have told whether the 
general was a Boutwell or Boutwell a general. Theirs was the highest known 
success, and one asked what it was worth to them. Apart from personal vanity, 
what would they sell it for? Would any one of them, from President downwards, 
refuse ten thousand a year in place of all the consideration he received from the 
world on account of his success? 

Yet consideration had value, and at that time Adams enjoyed lecturing 
Augustus St. Gaudens, in hours of depression, on its economics: “Honestly you 
must admit that even if you don’t pay your expenses you get a certain amount of 
advantage from doing the best work. Very likely some of the really successful 
Americans would be willing you should come to dinner sometimes, if you did 
not come too often, while they would think twice about Hay, and would never 
stand me.” The forgotten statesman had no value at all; the general and admiral 
not much; the historian but little; on the whole, the artist stood best, and of 
course, wealth rested outside the question, since it was acting as judge; but, in 
the last resort, the judge certainly admitted that consideration had some value as 
an asset, though hardly as much as ten—or five—thousand a year.%

Hay and Adams had the advantage of looking out of their windows on the 
antiquities of La Fayette Square, with the sense of having all that any one had; 
all that the world had to offer; all that they wanted in life, including their names 
on scores of title-pages and in one or two biographical dictionaries; but this had 
nothing to do with consideration, and they knew no more than Boutwell or St. 
Gaudens whether to call it success. Hay had passed ten years in writing the 
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admiral: (n) admiralty, nymphalid, 
flagship, administration, perry, full 
admiral, drake. 

antiquities: (n) antique. 
biographical: (adj) biographic. 
cocktail: (n) bullshot, mixture, 

combination, cocktail party, 
concoction, blend, mix, pink lady, 
beverage; (v) chain lightning, 
champagne. 

downwards: (adv) down, downhill, 
downwardly. ANTONYM: (adv) up. 

faculty: (adj, n) capacity, cleverness; 
(n) aptitude, capability, bent, power, 
staff, facility; (adj, n, v) talent; (n, v) 
endowment, gift. ANTONYMS: (n) 
students, pupils, ineptness, 
incompetence, incapacity. 

lecturing: (n) instruction, talk. 
swayed: (adj) persuaded, susceptible, 

touched, convinced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) doubtful. 

thunderbolt: (n) bolt of lightning, 
lightning, thunder, thunderclap,  

bombshell, surprise, flash, shackle, 
quarrel, streak of lightning, streak. 

tottering: (adj) unsteady, ramshackle, 
easily shaken, tottery, sick, rocky, 
broken, trembling, cracked; (v) 
drooping; (n) convulsion. 

twice: (adv) doubly, bis, two times, in 
two ways, once more; (adj) twenty. 

valued: (adj) precious, appreciated, 
respected, dear, prized, priced, 
treasured, value, esteemed, loved, 
beloved. 
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“Life” of Lincoln, and perhaps President Lincoln was the better for it, but what 
Hay got from it was not so easy to see, except the privilege of seeing popular 
book-makers steal from his book and cover the theft by abusing the author. 
Adams had given ten or a dozen years to Jefferson and Madison, with expenses 
which, in any mercantile business, could hardly have been reckoned at less than 
a hundred thousand dollars, on a salary of five thousand a year; and when he 
asked what return he got from this expenditure, rather more extravagant in 
proportion to his means than a racing-stable, he could see none whatever. Such 
works never return money. Even Frank Parkman never printed a first edition of 
his relatively cheap and popular volumes, numbering more than seven hundred 
copies, until quite at the end of his life. A thousand copies of a book that cost 
twenty dollars or more was as much as any author could expect; two thousand 
copies was a visionary estimate unless it were canvassed for subscription. As far 
as Adams knew, he had but three serious readers—Abram Hewitt, Wayne 
McVeagh, and Hay himself. He was amply satisfied with their consideration, and 
could dispense with that of the other fifty-nine million, nine hundred and 
ninety-nine thousand, nine hundred and ninety-seven; but neither he nor Hay 
was better off in any other respect, and their chief title to consideration was their 
right to look out of their windows on great men, alive or dead, in La Fayette 
Square, a privilege which had nothing to do with their writings.%

The world was always good-natured; civil; glad to be amused; open-armed to 
any one who amused it; patient with every one who did not insist on putting 
himself in its way, or costing it money; but this was not consideration, still less 
power in any of its concrete forms, and applied as well or better to a comic actor. 
Certainly a rare soprano or tenor voice earned infinitely more applause as it 
gave infinitely more pleasure, even in America; but one does what one can with 
one’s means, and casting up one’s balance sheet, one expects only a reasonable 
return on one’s capital. Hay and Adams had risked nothing and never played for 
high stakes. King had followed the ambitious course. He had played for many 
millions. He had more than once come close to a great success, but the result was 
still in doubt, and meanwhile he was passing the best years of his life 
underground. For companionship he was mostly lost. 
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applause: (n, v) acclaim, praise; (n) 
admiration, approval, eulogy, 
compliment, plaudit, commendation, 
clapping, clap, ovation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disapproval, Boos, 
booing, denigration, hisses, hissing, 
rejection, condemnation, criticism, 
jeering. 

companionship: (n) company, society, 
fellowship, camaraderie, partnership, 
friendship, fraternity, amity, 
coexistence, brotherhood,  

communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude. 

costing: (n) price, quote, valuation, 
figure, estimation, cost evaluation, 
assessment, appraisal, estimate. 

dispense: (v) allot, deal, administer, 
assign, deal out, apportion, dole out, 
give, issue, diffuse, furnish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prohibit, receive, 
withhold. 

soprano: (adj) high, tenor, voce di 
testa, penetrating, piercing, sharp,  

shrill; (n) mezzo, lind, high pitch, 
high frequency. 

tenor: (n) purport, meaning, 
substance, tendency, spirit, tone, 
mood, effect, set, temper; (adj) 
soprano. 

visionary: (adj, n) utopian; (adj, v) 
imaginary; (adj) airy, fanciful, unreal, 
dreamy, ideal, romantic; (n) seer, 
dreamer, prophet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
foolish, unromantic, practical, real, 
realistic, unimaginative. 
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Thus, in 1892, neither Hay, King, nor Adams knew whether they had attained 
success, or how to estimate it, or what to call it; and the American people seemed 
to have no clearer idea than they. Indeed, the American people had no idea at all; 
they were wandering in a wilderness much more sandy than the Hebrews had 
ever trodden about Sinai; they had neither serpents nor golden calves to 
worship. They had lost the sense of worship; for the idea that they worshipped 
money seemed a delusion. Worship of money was an old-world trait; a healthy 
appetite akin to worship of the Gods, or to worship of power in any concrete 
shape; but the American wasted money more recklessly than any one ever did 
before; he spent more to less purpose than any extravagant court aristocracy; he 
had no sense of relative values, and knew not what to do with his money when 
he got it, except use it to make more, or throw it away. Probably, since human 
society began, it had seen no such curious spectacle as the houses of the San 
Francisco millionaires on Nob Hill. Except for the railway system, the enormous 
wealth taken out of the ground since 1840, had disappeared. West of the 
Alleghenies, the whole country might have been swept clean, and could have 
been replaced in better form within one or two years. The American mind had 
less respect for money than the European or Asiatic mind, and bore its loss more 
easily; but it had been deflected by its pursuit till it could turn in no other 
direction. It shunned, distrusted, disliked, the dangerous attraction of ideals, and 
stood alone in history for its ignorance of the past.%

Personal contact brought this American trait close to Adams’s notice. His first 
step, on returning to Washington, took him out to the cemetery known as Rock 
Creek, to see the bronze figure which St. Gaudens had made for him in his 
absence. Naturally every detail interested him; every line; every touch of the 
artist; every change of light and shade; every point of relation; every possible 
doubt of St. Gaudens’s correctness of taste or feeling; so that, as the spring 
approached, he was apt to stop there often to see what the figure had to tell him 
that was new; but, in all that it had to say, he never once thought of questioning 
what it meant. He supposed its meaning to be the one commonplace about it—
the oldest idea known to human thought. He knew that if he asked an Asiatic its 
meaning, not a man, woman, or child from Cairo to Kamtchatka would have 
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akin: (adj) near, like, allied, equivalent, 
alike, similar, analogous, parallel, 
cognate, kindred, corresponding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unconnected, 
alien, disconnected, dissimilar, 
different. 

aristocracy: (n) gentry, nobility, 
peerage, gentility, aristarchy, elite, 
landed gentry, upper crust, great 
folks, nobles, patricians. 
ANTONYMS: (n) people, plebeians, 
rabble, riffraff. 

cemetery: (n) graveyard, tomb, burial 
ground, burying ground, 
churchyard, necropolis, burial site, 
resting place, site, burial place, grave.

deflected: (adj) inflected. 
pursuit: (n) quest, hunt, search, 

persecution, chase, career, interest, 
job, business, performance, 
employment. 

recklessly: (adv) rashly, carelessly, 
imprudently, hastily, heedlessly, 
negligently, foolhardily,  

inattentively, wildly, wantonly, 
neglectfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
prudently, responsibly, calmly, 
discreetly, sensibly, cautiously. 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose. 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 
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needed more than a glance to reply. From the Egyptian Sphinx to the Kamakura 
Daibuts; from Prometheus to Christ; from Michael Angelo to Shelley, art had 
wrought on this eternal figure almost as though it had nothing else to say. The 
interest of the figure was not in its meaning, but in the response of the observer. 
As Adams sat there, numbers of people came, for the figure seemed to have 
become a tourist fashion, and all wanted to know its meaning. Most took it for a 
portrait-statue, and the remnant were vacant-minded in the absence of a 
personal guide. None felt what would have been a nursery-instinct to a Hindu 
baby or a Japanese jinricksha-runner. The only exceptions were the clergy, who 
taught a lesson even deeper. One after another brought companions there, and, 
apparently fascinated by their own reflection, broke out passionately against the 
expression they felt in the figure of despair, of atheism, of denial. Like the others, 
the priest saw only what he brought. Like all great artists, St. Gaudens held up 
the mirror and no more. The American layman had lost sight of ideals; the 
American priest had lost sight of faith. Both were more American than the old, 
half-witted soldiers who denounced the wasting, on a mere grave, of money 
which should have been given for drink.%

Landed, lost, and forgotten, in the centre of this vast plain of self-content, 
Adams could see but one active interest, to which all others were subservient, 
and which absorbed the energies of some sixty million people to the exclusion of 
every other force, real or imaginary. The power of the railway system had 
enormously increased since 1870. Already the coal output of 160,000,000 tons 
closely approached the 180,000,000 of the British Empire, and one held one’s 
breath at the nearness of what one had never expected to see, the crossing of 
courses, and the lead of American energies. The moment was deeply exciting to a 
historian, but the railway system itself interested one less than in 1868, since it 
offered less chance for future profit. Adams had been born with the railway 
system; had grown up with it; had been over pretty nearly every mile of it with 
curious eyes, and knew as much about it as his neighbors; but not there could he 
look for a new education. Incomplete though it was, the system seemed on the 
whole to satisfy the wants of society better than any other part of the social 
machine, and society was content with its creation, for the time, and with itself 
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half-witted: (adj) imbecile, idiotic, 
foolish, weak-minded, simple, half-
baked, dull, retarded, dense. 

layman: (n) commoner, layperson, 
laic, laymen, laity, lay person, 
outsider, common man, civilian, lay 
reader, common person. ANTONYM: 
(n) clergyman. 

nearness: (n) closeness, contiguity, 
vicinity, familiarity, adjacency, 
proximity, propinquity, presence, 
immediacy, neighborhood, nearby.  

ANTONYMS: (n) distance, farness, 
remoteness. 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently. 

self-content: (n) self-esteem. 
subservient: (adj) submissive, 

subordinate, obsequious, accessory,  

obedient, servile, slavish, ancillary, 
menial, compliant, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disobedient, 
independent, superior, assertive. 

wasting: (n) homicide, atrophy, 
slaughter, slaying, cachexia, 
assassination, cachexy, amyotrophy, 
carnage; (adj) consuming, 
consumptive. 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
worked up, formed. 
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for creating it. Nothing new was to be done or learned there, and the world 
hurried on to its telephones, bicycles, and electric trams. At past fifty, Adams 
solemnly and painfully learned to ride the bicycle.%

Nothing else occurred to him as a means of new life. Nothing else offered 
itself, however carefully he sought. He looked for no change. He lingered in 
Washington till near July without noticing a new idea. Then he went back to 
England to pass his summer on the Deeside. In October he returned to 
Washington and there awaited the reelection of Mr. Cleveland, which led to no 
deeper thought than that of taking up some small notes that happened to be 
outstanding. He had seen enough of the world to be a coward, and above all he 
had an uneasy distrust of bankers. Even dead men allow themselves a few 
narrow prejudices. 
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awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective.

cleveland: (n) Grover Cleveland, 
Stephen Grover Cleveland, president 
Cleveland. 

coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave. 

electric: (n) electricity; (adj) exciting,  

electrical, galvanic, emotional, hasty, 
stimulating, restless; (v) eagle 
winged, telegraphic; (adj, v) 
mercurial. ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
uncharged, unexciting. 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, abrupt, 
cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient, 
meticulous, thorough. 

noticing: (n) observation, look; (adj)  

conscious. 
ride: (n, v) outing; (adj, v) bestride; (n) 

run, lift, jaunt; (v) mount, bait, float, 
rag, tease, harass. 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, restless, 
concerned, nervous, apprehensive, ill 
at ease, unquiet, awkward, fretful, 
restive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, easy, 
unconcerned, still, comfortable, 
carefree, confident, serene. 
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CHAPTER  XXI I  

 
CH IC AGO  ( 1893 )  

 
 

DRIFTING in the dead-water of the fin-de-siècle—and during this last decade 
every one talked, and seemed to feel fin-de-siècle—where not a breath stirred the 
idle air of education or fretted the mental torpor of self-content, one lived alone. 
Adams had long ceased going into society. For years he had not dined out of his 
own house, and in public his face was as unknown as that of an extinct 
statesman. He had often noticed that six months’ oblivion amounts to 
newspaper-death, and that resurrection is rare. Nothing is easier, if a man wants 
it, than rest, profound as the grave.%

His friends sometimes took pity on him, and came to share a meal or pass a 
night on their passage south or northwards, but existence was, on the whole, 
exceedingly solitary, or seemed so to him. Of the society favorites who made the 
life of every dinner- table and of the halls of Congress—Tom Reed, Bourke 
Cockran, Edward Wolcott—he knew not one. Although Calvin Brice was his next 
neighbor for six years, entertaining lavishly as no one had ever entertained 
before in Washington, Adams never entered his house. W. C. Whitney rivalled 
Senator Brice in hospitality, and was besides an old acquaintance of the 
reforming era, but Adams saw him as little as he saw his chief, President 
Cleveland, or President Harrison or Secretary Bayard or Blaine or Olney. One has 
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besides: (adv) as well, moreover, too, 
furthermore, again, as well as, 
anyway, additionally; (prep) apart 
from, beside; (adj, adv) more. 

hospitality: (n) entertainment, 
generosity, friendliness, cordiality, 
welcome, cordial reception, kindness, 
amiability, warmth, solicitously, 
politely. ANTONYMS: (n) frostiness, 
inhospitality. 

idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, free, 
unfounded, fruitless, baseless,  

groundless, frivolous, empty, 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, employed, industrious, 
energetic, meaningful, productive, 
worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, run, 
work. 

northwards: (adv) northward, 
northerly, north, in the north, to the 
north. 

oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 
absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission,  

pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame. 

resurrection: (n) renewal, rebirth, 
revival, regeneration, restoration, 
resurgence, reanimation, restitution, 
renaissance, resumption, 
resuscitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
disappearance. 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, moved, 
affected, aroused, emotional, aflame, 
Stirn, horny, susceptible, stirred up. 
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no choice but to go everywhere or nowhere. No one may pick and choose 
between houses, or accept hospitality without returning it. He loved solitude as 
little as others did; but he was unfit for social work, and he sank under the 
surface.%

Luckily for such helpless animals as solitary men, the world is not only good-
natured but even friendly and generous; it loves to pardon if pardon is not 
demanded as a right. Adams’s social offences were many, and no one was more 
sensitive to it than himself; but a few houses always remained which he could 
enter without being asked, and quit without being noticed. One was John Hay’s; 
another was Cabot Lodge’s; a third led to an intimacy which had the singular 
effect of educating him in knowledge of the very class of American politician 
who had done most to block his intended path in life. Senator Cameron of 
Pennsylvania had married in 1880 a young niece of Senator John Sherman of 
Ohio, thus making an alliance of dynastic importance in politics, and in society a 
reign of sixteen years, during which Mrs. Cameron and Mrs. Lodge led a career, 
without precedent and without succession, as the dispensers of sunshine over 
Washington. Both of them had been kind to Adams, and a dozen years of this 
intimacy had made him one of their habitual household, as he was of Hay’s. In a 
small society, such ties between houses become political and social force. 
Without intention or consciousness, they fix one’s status in the world. Whatever 
one’s preferences in politics might be, one’s house was bound to the Republican 
interest when sandwiched between Senator Cameron, John Hay, and Cabot 
Lodge, with Theodore Roosevelt equally at home in them all, and Cecil Spring-
Rice to unite them by impartial variety. The relation was daily, and the alliance 
undisturbed by power or patronage, since Mr. Harrison, in those respects, 
showed little more taste than Mr. Cleveland for the society and interests of this 
particular band of followers, whose relations with the White House were 
sometimes comic, but never intimate. 

In February, 1893, Senator Cameron took his family to South Carolina, where 
he had bought an old plantation at Coffin’s Point on St. Helena Island, and 
Adams, as one of the family, was taken, with the rest, to open the new 
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comic: (n) clown, joker, buffoon, zany; 
(adj) comical, amusing, laughable, 
humorous, burlesque, funny, absurd. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, serious. 

demanded: (adj) urgent, popular, 
requisitory. 

dynastic: (n) republican. 
harrison: (n) William Henry Harrison, 

sir rex Harrison, rex Harrison, 
Benjamin Harrison, president 
William Henry Harrison, president 
Benjamin Harrison, George Harrison, 

Reginald Carey Harrison. 
niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's 

daughter, uncle, kinswoman. 
plantation: (n) orchard, farm, garden, 

shrubbery, hacienda, planting, 
settlement, colony, parterre, grove, 
planter. 

precedent: (n) example, prototype, 
case, case in point, instance, rule, 
original; (adj, n) antecedent; (adj) 
preceding, foregoing, anterior. 

preferences: (n) preferred shares,  

preference shares. 
quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, 

break, cease, give up, depart, end, 
discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
enter, maintain, start, come, arrive. 

unite: (v) associate, meet, connect, 
link, blend, join, coalesce, unify, tie, 
amalgamate; (adj, v) fuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divide, cut, 
disband, disconnect, diverge, 
segregate, split, undo, unpick. 
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experience. From there he went on to Havana, and came back to Coffin’s Point to 
linger till near April. In May the Senator took his family to Chicago to see the 
Exposition, and Adams went with them. Early in June, all sailed for England 
together, and at last, in the middle of July, all found themselves in Switzerland, 
at Prangins, Chamounix, and Zermatt. On July 22 they drove across the Furka 
Pass and went down by rail to Lucerne.%

Months of close contact teach character, if character has interest; and to 
Adams the Cameron type had keen interest, ever since it had shipwrecked his 
career in the person of President Grant. Perhaps it owed life to Scotch blood; 
perhaps to the blood of Adam and Eve, the primitive strain of man; perhaps only 
to the blood of the cottager working against the blood of the townsman; but 
whatever it was, one liked it for its simplicity. The Pennsylvania mind, as minds 
go, was not complex; it reasoned little and never talked; but in practical matters 
it was the steadiest of all American types; perhaps the most efficient; certainly 
the safest. 

Adams had printed as much as this in his books, but had never been able to 
find a type to describe, the two great historical Pennsylvanians having been, as 
every one had so often heard, Benjamin Franklin of Boston and Albert Gallatin of 
Geneva. Of Albert Gallatin, indeed, he had made a voluminous study and an 
elaborate picture, only to show that he was, if American at all, a New Yorker, 
with a Calvinistic strain—rather Connecticut than Pennsylvanian. The true 
Pennsylvanian was a narrower type; as narrow as the kirk; as shy of other 
people’s narrowness as a Yankee; as self-limited as a Puritan farmer. To him, 
none but Pennsylvanians were white. Chinaman, negro, Dago, Italian, 
Englishman, Yankee—all was one in the depths of Pennsylvanian consciousness. 
The mental machine could run only on what it took for American lines. This was 
familiar, ever since one’s study of President Grant in 1869; but in 1893, as then, 
the type was admirably strong and useful if one wanted only to run on the same 
lines. Practically the Pennsylvanian forgot his prejudices when he allied his 
interests. He then became supple in action and large in motive, whatever he 
thought of his colleagues. When he happened to be right—which was, of course, 
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admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, 
excellently, admirable, marvellously, 
heroically, bravely, brilliantly, nicely, 
creditably, ably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
badly, inadequately, dishonorably, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly. 

colleagues: (n) classmates, generation, 
peer group. 

cottager: (n) cottar, denizen, dweller, 
inhabitant, peasant, cottier, cotter. 

kirk: (n) church, temple, chapel, 
meetinghouse, cathedral, church  

building, minster. 
linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 

stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, saunter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, end, rush, 
depart, lead. 

reasoned: (adj) coherent, rational, 
sound, logical, valid, reasonable, 
carefully considered, intelligent, 
heavy, healthy, good. ANTONYM: 
(adj) confused. 

shipwrecked: (adj, v) stranded; (adj)  

castaway, stuck, rejected, high and 
dry; (v) wrecked, cast away, capsized, 
grounded, foundered, swamped. 

townsman: (n) burgher, burgess, 
towner, cockney, oppidan, cit, 
townie, compeer, equal, knobstick, 
match. 

voluminous: (adj) large, bulky, big, 
extensive, roomy, vast, spacious, 
capacious, considerable, full, massy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cramped, small, 
little, tiny. 
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whenever one agreed with him—he was the strongest American in America. As 
an ally he was worth all the rest, because he understood his own class, who were 
always a majority; and knew how to deal with them as no New Englander could. 
If one wanted work done in Congress, one did wisely to avoid asking a New 
Englander to do it. A Pennsylvanian not only could do it, but did it willingly, 
practically, and intelligently.%

Never in the range of human possibilities had a Cameron believed in an 
Adams—or an Adams in a Cameron—but they had curiously enough, almost 
always worked together. The Camerons had what the Adamses thought the 
political vice of reaching their objects without much regard to their methods. The 
loftiest virtue of the Pennsylvania machine had never been its scrupulous purity 
or sparkling professions. The machine worked by coarse means on coarse 
interests, but its practical success had been the most curious subject of study in 
American history. When one summed up the results of Pennsylvanian influence, 
one inclined to think that Pennsylvania set up the Government in 1789; saved it 
in 1861; created the American system; developed its iron and coal power; and 
invented its great railways. Following up the same line, in his studies of 
American character, Adams reached the result—to him altogether paradoxical—
that Cameron’s qualities and defects united in equal share to make him the most 
useful member of the Senate. 

In the interest of studying, at last, a perfect and favorable specimen of this 
American type which had so persistently suppressed his own, Adams was slow 
to notice that Cameron strongly influenced him, but he could not see a trace of 
any influence which he exercised on Cameron. Not an opinion or a view of his on 
any subject was ever reflected back on him from Cameron’s mind; not even an 
expression or a fact. Yet the difference in age was trifling, and in education 
slight. On the other hand, Cameron made deep impression on Adams, and in 
nothing so much as on the great subject of discussion that year—the question of 
silver. 

Adams had taken no interest in the matter, and knew nothing about it, except 
as a very tedious hobby of his friend Dana Horton; but inevitably, from the 
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favorable: (adj) lucky, fortunate, 
propitious, prosperous, convenient, 
advantageous, encouraging, happy, 
helpful; (adj, v) friendly; (adj, n) 
kindly. ANTONYMS: (adj) adverse, 
negative, ominous, disapproving, 
inauspicious, detrimental, 
unfriendly, disagreeable, hindering, 
harmful, untimely. 

hobby: (n) amusement, cockhorse, 
pursuit, avocation, interest, pastime, 
entertainment, indulgence, fancy,  

hobbyhorse, sideline. ANTONYMS: 
(n) work, job. 

sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
lifeless, lethargic. 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance. 

willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
disposedly, actively, openly, 
obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
reluctantly, uncooperatively, 
unenthusiastically. 
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moment he was forced to choose sides, he was sure to choose silver. Every 
political idea and personal prejudice he ever dallied with held him to the silver 
standard, and made a barrier between him and gold. He knew well enough all 
that was to be said for the gold standard as economy, but he had never in his life 
taken politics for a pursuit of economy. One might have a political or an 
economical policy; one could not have both at the same time. This was heresy in 
the English school, but it had always been law in the American. Equally he knew 
all that was to be said on the moral side of the question, and he admitted that his 
interests were, as Boston maintained, wholly on the side of gold; but, had they 
been ten times as great as they were, he could not have helped his bankers or 
croupiers to load the dice and pack the cards to make sure his winning the 
stakes. At least he was bound to profess disapproval—or thought he was. From 
early childhood his moral principles had struggled blindly with his interests, but 
he was certain of one law that ruled all others—masses of men invariably follow 
interests in deciding morals. Morality is a private and costly luxury. The 
morality of the silver or gold standards was to be decided by popular vote, and 
the popular vote would be decided by interests; but on which side lay the larger 
interest? To him the interest was political; he thought it probably his last chance 
of standing up for his eighteenth-century principles, strict construction, limited 
powers, George Washington, John Adams, and the rest. He had, in a half-hearted 
way, struggled all his life against State Street, banks, capitalism altogether, as he 
knew it in old England or new England, and he was fated to make his last 
resistance behind the silver standard.%

For him this result was clear, and if he erred, he erred in company with nine 
men out of ten in Washington, for there was little difference on the merits. 
Adams was sure to learn backwards, but the case seemed entirely different with 
Cameron, a typical Pennsylvanian, a practical politician, whom all the reformers, 
including all the Adamses. had abused for a lifetime for subservience to 
moneyed interests and political jobbery. He was sure to go with the banks and 
corporations which had made and sustained him. On the contrary, he stood out 
obstinately as the leading champion of silver in the East. The reformers, 
represented by the Evening Post and Godkin, whose personal interests lay with 
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abused: (adj) maltreated, physically 
abused, downtrodden, perverted, 
dull. 

costly: (adj) dear, precious, valuable, 
pricey, high, luxurious, sumptuous, 
extravagant, rich, invaluable, 
beloved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, inexpensive, painless, 
economical, harmless, helpful, 
reasonable, aiding, meager. 

dice: (v) cube, cut, chop, cut up, play 
dice, bet; (n) die, dice box, bone, dees.

jobbery: (adj) jobbing; (n) corruptness.
lifetime: (n) life, life span, lifespan, life 

expectancy, generation, hour, decade, 
day, time, animation; (adj) lifelong. 

luxury: (n) comfort, luxuriousness, 
extravagance, opulence, wealth; (adj, 
n) delicacy, gratification, elegance; 
(adj) luxurious, deluxe, indulgence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, necessity, 
poverty, filth, discomfort, bareness, 
shabbiness; (adj) basic, inferior, 
cheap, Spartan. 

moneyed: (adj) wealthy, rich, loaded, 
flush, opulent, monied, prosperous, 
well-off, worth much, rolling in it, 
prodigal. ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, 
impoverished, moneyless. 

subservience: (n) obsequiousness, 
dependence, submissiveness, 
sycophancy, subsidiarity, 
submission, subordination, 
obedience, subserviency, humility, 
application. 
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the gold standard, at once assumed that Senator Cameron had a personal interest 
in silver, and denounced his corruption as hotly as though he had been 
convicted of taking a bribe.%

More than silver and gold, the moral standard interested Adams. His own 
interests were with gold, but he supported silver; the Evening Post’s and 
Godkin’s interests were with gold, and they frankly said so, yet they avowedly 
pursued their interests even into politics; Cameron’s interests had always been 
with the corporations, yet he supported silver. Thus morality required that 
Adams should be condemned for going against his interests; that Godkin was 
virtuous in following his interests; and that Cameron was a scoundrel whatever 
he did. 

Granting that one of the three was a moral idiot, which was it:—Adams or 
Godkin or Cameron? Until a Council or a Pope or a Congress or the newspapers 
or a popular election has decided a question of doubtful morality, individuals are 
apt to err, especially when putting money into their own pockets; but in 
democracies, the majority alone gives law. To any one who knew the relative 
popularity of Cameron and Godkin, the idea of a popular vote between them 
seemed excessively humorous; yet the popular vote in the end did decide against 
Cameron, for Godkin. 

The Boston moralist and reformer went on, as always, like Dr. Johnson, 
impatiently stamping his foot and following his interests, or his antipathies; but 
the true American, slow to grasp new and complicated ideas, groped in the dark 
to discover where his greater interest lay. As usual, the banks taught him. In the 
course of fifty years the banks taught one many wise lessons for which an insect 
had to be grateful whether it liked them or not; but of all the lessons Adams 
learned from them, none compared in dramatic effect with that of July 22, 1893, 
when, after talking silver all the morning with Senator Cameron on the top of 
their travelling-carriage crossing the Furka Pass, they reached Lucerne in the 
afternoon, where Adams found letters from his brothers requesting his 
immediate return to Boston because the community was bankrupt and he was 
probably a beggar. 
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convicted: (adj) condemned, guilty, 
doomed, manifest, confiscated, 
confiscate, appropriated, apparent, 
censured; (v) convict. 

frankly: (adv) openly, sincerely, 
bluntly, honestly, truthfully, directly, 
unreservedly, straightforwardly, 
ingenuously, plainly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hesitantly, 
indirectly, guardedly, untruthfully, 
deceitfully, ambiguously, politely. 

idiot: (n) dolt, blockhead, dunce,  

dimwit, moron, cretin, ass, imbecile, 
oaf, changeling, idiocy. ANTONYM: 
(n) intellectual. 

impatiently: (adv) petulantly, 
restlessly, keenly, intolerantly, 
hastily, avidly, uneasily, 
enthusiastically, edgily, fidgetily, 
restively. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomplainingly, calmly, 
unenthusiastically, lightly. 

insect: (n) worm, flea, hymenopteran, 
hymenopteron, earwig, dirt ball,  

homopteran, hemipteran, gallfly, 
fish, biting louse. 

moralist: (n) disciplinarian, martinet, 
philosopher, utilitarian, stickler, 
moraliser, egalitarian, dictator, 
authoritarian, elitist. 

scoundrel: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, 
blackguard, cad, villain, ruffian, 
miscreant, crook, rapscallion, varlet, 
scalawag. 

stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 
coin, postage, stamping of rail. 
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If he wanted education, he knew no quicker mode of learning a lesson than 
that of being struck on the head by it; and yet he was himself surprised at his 
own slowness to understand what had struck him. For several years a sufferer 
from insomnia, his first thought was of beggary of nerves, and he made ready to 
face a sleepless night, but although his mind tried to wrestle with the problem 
how any man could be ruined who had, months before, paid off every dollar of 
debt he knew himself to owe, he gave up that insoluble riddle in order to fall 
back on the larger principle that beggary could be no more for him than it was 
for others who were more valuable members of society, and, with that, he went 
to sleep like a good citizen, and the next day started for Quincy where he arrived 
August 7.%

As a starting-point for a new education at fifty-five years old, the shock of 
finding one’s self suspended, for several months, over the edge of bankruptcy, 
without knowing how one got there, or how to get away, is to be strongly 
recommended. By slow degrees the situation dawned on him that the banks had 
lent him, among others, some money—thousands of millions were—as 
bankruptcy—the same—for which he, among others, was responsible and of 
which he knew no more than they. The humor of this situation seemed to him so 
much more pointed than the terror, as to make him laugh at himself with a 
sincerity he had been long strange to. As far as he could comprehend, he had 
nothing to lose that he cared about, but the banks stood to lose their existence. 
Money mattered as little to him as to anybody, but money was their life. For the 
first time he had the banks in his power; he could afford to laugh; and the whole 
community was in the same position, though few laughed. All sat down on the 
banks and asked what the banks were going to do about it. To Adams the 
situation seemed farcical, but the more he saw of it, the less he understood it. He 
was quite sure that nobody understood it much better. Blindly some very 
powerful energy was at work, doing something that nobody wanted done. When 
Adams went to his bank to draw a hundred dollars of his own money on deposit, 
the cashier refused to let him have more than fifty, and Adams accepted the fifty 
without complaint because he was himself refusing to let the banks have some 
hundreds or thousands that belonged to them. Each wanted to help the other, yet 
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beggary: (n) poverty, want, begging, 
penury, pauperism, need, indigence, 
solicitation, misery, squalor, 
destitution. 

cashier: (n) accountant, receiver, teller, 
paymaster, almoner; (v) discard, 
reject, discharge, shed, dismiss, 
displace. ANTONYMS: (v) designate, 
hire, name. 

farcical: (adj) ridiculous, comical, 
droll, absurd, comic, ludicrous, 
laughable, funny, humorous, odd,  

stupid. ANTONYMS: (adj) tragic, 
serious, deep, sensible. 

insomnia: (n) restlessness, ahypnia, 
wakefulness. ANTONYM: (n) 
hypersomnia. 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
earnestness, heartiness, genuineness, 
candour, frankness, cordiality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
hypocrisy, flippancy, frivolity, 
affectedness, caution, reticence,  

deceit, doubt. 
slowness: (n) dilatoriness, lethargy, 

lateness, backwardness, 
awkwardness, deliberation, dullness, 
sluggishness, stupidity, indolence; 
(adj, n) delay. ANTONYMS: (n) haste, 
quickness, rapidity, intelligence, 
cleverness, nimbleness, speediness, 
promptness, punctuality, vigor. 

wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple. 
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both refused to pay their debts, and he could find no answer to the question 
which was responsible for getting the other into the situation, since lenders and 
borrowers were the same interest and socially the same person. Evidently the 
force was one; its operation was mechanical; its effect must be proportional to its 
power; but no one knew what it meant, and most people dismissed it as an 
emotion—a panic—that meant nothing.%

Men died like flies under the strain, and Boston grew suddenly old, haggard, 
and thin. Adams alone waxed fat and was happy, for at last he had got hold of 
his world and could finish his education, interrupted for twenty years. He cared 
not whether it were worth finishing, if only it amused; but he seemed, for the 
first time since 1870, to feel that something new and curious was about to happen 
to the world. Great changes had taken place since 1870 in the forces at work; the 
old machine ran far behind its duty; somewhere—somehow—it was bound to 
break down, and if it happened to break precisely over one’s head, it gave the 
better chance for study. 

For the first time in several years he saw much of his brother Brooks in 
Quincy, and was surprised to find him absorbed in the same perplexities. Brooks 
was then a man of forty-five years old; a strong writer and a vigorous thinker 
who irritated too many Boston conventions ever to suit the atmosphere; but the 
two brothers could talk to each other without atmosphere and were used to 
audiences of one. Brooks had discovered or developed a law of history that 
civilization followed the exchanges, and having worked it out for the 
Mediterranean was working it out for the Atlantic. Everything American, as well 
as most things European and Asiatic, became unstable by this law, seeking new 
equilibrium and compelled to find it. Loving paradox, Brooks, with the 
advantages of ten years’ study, had swept away much rubbish in the effort to 
build up a new line of thought for himself, but he found that no paradox 
compared with that of daily events. The facts were constantly outrunning his 
thoughts. The instability was greater than he calculated; the speed of 
acceleration passed bounds. Among other general rules he laid down the 
paradox that, in the social disequilibrium between capital and labor, the logical 
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acceleration: (n) rapidity, rise, rush, 
pickup, precipitation, quickness, 
speedup, swiftness, quickening, Unit 
of acceleration , Retardation of the 
tides. ANTONYMS: (n) braking, 
decelerating, deceleration, 
retardation, slowness. 

bounds: (n) boundary, border, limit, 
bound, margin, borderline, end, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle. 

brooks: (n) streams, Brookes, van  

Wyck Brooks. 
haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 

cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
healthy. 

instability: (n) fluctuation, flightiness, 
unreliability, flux, unrest, 
unstableness, insecurity, vacillation, 
disequilibrium, volatility; (adj, n) 
fugacity. ANTONYMS: (n) stability, 
calm, balance, constancy, solidity,  

dependability, order, predictability. 
proportional: (adj) commensurate, 

relative, proportionable, balanced, 
symmetrical, even, graduated, 
totitive, calibrated, fluxional; (n) 
quantity. 

thinker: (n) intellect, mind, longhead, 
head, intellectual, creative thinker, 
theorist, sage, wise person, pundit, 
ruminator. ANTONYM: (n) realist. 

waxed: (adj) resembling wax, soft, 
waxen; (v) wex. 
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outcome was not collectivism, but anarchism; and Henry made note of it for 
study.%

By the time he got back to Washington on September 19, the storm having 
partly blown over, life had taken on a new face, and one so interesting that he set 
off to Chicago to study the Exposition again, and stayed there a fortnight 
absorbed in it. He found matter of study to fill a hundred years, and his 
education spread over chaos. Indeed, it seemed to him as though, this year, 
education went mad. The silver question, thorny as it was, fell into relations as 
simple as words of one syllable, compared with the problems of credit and 
exchange that came to complicate it; and when one sought rest at Chicago, 
educational game started like rabbits from every building, and ran out of sight 
among thousands of its kind before one could mark its burrow. The Exposition 
itself defied philosophy. One might find fault till the last gate closed, one could 
still explain nothing that needed explanation. As a scenic display, Paris had 
never approached it, but the inconceivable scenic display consisted in its being 
there at all—more surprising, as it was, than anything else on the continent, 
Niagara Falls, the Yellowstone Geysers, and the whole railway system thrown in, 
since these were all natural products in their place; while, since Noah’s Ark, no 
such Babel of loose and ill joined, such vague and ill-defined and unrelated 
thoughts and half-thoughts and experimental outcries as the Exposition, had 
ever ruffled the surface of the Lakes. 

The first astonishment became greater every day. That the Exposition should 
be a natural growth and product of the Northwest offered a step in evolution to 
startle Darwin; but that it should be anything else seemed an idea more startling 
still; and even granting it were not—admitting it to be a sort of industrial, 
speculative growth and product of the Beaux Arts artistically induced to pass the 
summer on the shore of Lake Michigan—could it be made to seem at home 
there? Was the American made to seem at home in it? Honestly, he had the air of 
enjoying it as though it were all his own; he felt it was good; he was proud of it; 
for the most part, he acted as though he had passed his life in landscape 
gardening and architectural decoration. If he had not done it himself, he had 
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anarchism: (n) anarchy, disorder, 
ideology, chaos, lawlessness, riot. 

architectural: (adj) architecture, 
constructional. 

burrow: (adj, v) delve, dig, gouge, 
mine; (n, v) tunnel, earth; (n) lair, den, 
hole, cavity; (v) nestle. ANTONYMS: 
(v) fill, plant. 

collectivism: (n) sovietism, Leninism, 
Marxism, Bolshevism, ideology. 

ill-defined: (adj) unclear, ambiguous, 
vague, indistinct, obscure, fuzzy,  

loose, general, faint, hazy. 
inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 

hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 
unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible. 

scenic: (adj) picturesque, dramatic, 
pretty, beautiful, histrionic, 
landscape, theatrical, tragicomic,  

tragic, pictorial, panoramic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dreary. 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe. 

thorny: (adj) prickly, difficult, spiny, 
briery, hard, sharp, burry, awkward, 
barbed, knotty, tricky. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) simple, smooth, easy, 
straightforward, unpointed, solvable, 
dull. 
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known how to get it done to suit him, as he knew how to get his wives and 
daughters dressed at Worth’s or Paquin’s. Perhaps he could not do it again; the 
next time he would want to do it himself and would show his own faults; but for 
the moment he seemed to have leaped directly from Corinth and Syracuse and 
Venice, over the heads of London and New York, to impose classical standards 
on plastic Chicago. Critics had no trouble in criticising the classicism, but all 
trading cities had always shown traders’ taste, and, to the stern purist of 
religious faith, no art was thinner than Venetian Gothic. All trader’s taste smelt 
of bric-a-brac; Chicago tried at least to give her taste a look of unity.%

One sat down to ponder on the steps beneath Richard Hunt’s dome almost as 
deeply as on the steps of Ara Coeli, and much to the same purpose. Here was a 
breach of continuity—a rupture in historical sequence! Was it real, or only 
apparent? One’s personal universe hung on the answer, for, if the rupture was 
real and the new American world could take this sharp and conscious twist 
towards ideals, one’s personal friends would come in, at last, as winners in the 
great American chariot-race for fame. If the people of the Northwest actually 
knew what was good when they saw it, they would some day talk about Hunt 
and Richardson, La Farge and St. Gaudens, Burnham and McKim, and Stanford 
White when their politicians and millionaires were otherwise forgotten. The 
artists and architects who had done the work offered little encouragement to 
hope it; they talked freely enough, but not in terms that one cared to quote; and 
to them the Northwest refused to look artistic. They talked as though they 
worked only for themselves; as though art, to the Western people, was a stage 
decoration; a diamond shirt-stud; a paper collar; but possibly the architects of 
Paestum and Girgenti had talked in the same way, and the Greek had said the 
same thing of Semitic Carthage two thousand years ago. 

Jostled by these hopes and doubts, one turned to the exhibits for help, and 
found it. The industrial schools tried to teach so much and so quickly that the 
instruction ran to waste. Some millions of other people felt the same 
helplessness, but few of them were seeking education, and to them helplessness 
seemed natural and normal, for they had grown up in the habit of thinking a 
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classicism: (adj, n) classicalism; (adj) 
atticism; (n) humanities, 
neoclassicism, arts. ANTONYM: (n) 
romanticism. 

decoration: (n) decor, garnish, award, 
medal, ornament, trimming, insignia, 
embellishment, ornamentation, 
finery, dcor. 

diamond: (n) lozenge, infield, square, 
rhombus, rectangle, ball field, 
carbonado, baseball diamond; (adj) 
brilliant, jewel, bijou. 

dome: (n) arch, roof, cover, noggin, 
bean, covered stadium, arena, hood, 
eaves; (adj) column, campanile. 

fame: (n, v) credit, celebrity, report, 
reputation, renown, cry; (n) 
distinction, bruit, honor, prestige, 
buzz. ANTONYMS: (n) infamy, 
obscurity, anonymity, ignominy, 
dishonor, commonness, oblivion, 
criticism. 

purist: (v) doctrinaire, pedagogue; (n) 
precisianist, traditionalist, stickler,  

mannerist, euphuist, bookworm, 
precisian; (adj) traditional, 
conservative. ANTONYM: (n) 
radical. 

twist: (n, v) turn, bend, curl, coil, 
wind, pervert, spin, wrench; (adj, v) 
distort; (v) contort, deform. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untwist, undo, 
uncurl, explain, explicate, unbend, 
smooth, clarify, smile. 
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steam-engine or a dynamo as natural as the sun, and expected to understand one 
as little as the other. For the historian alone the Exposition made a serious effort. 
Historical exhibits were common, but they never went far enough; none were 
thoroughly worked out. One of the best was that of the Cunard steamers, but still 
a student hungry for results found himself obliged to waste a pencil and several 
sheets of paper trying to calculate exactly when, according to the given increase 
of power, tonnage, and speed, the growth of the ocean steamer would reach its 
limits. His figures brought him, he thought, to the year 1927; another generation 
to spare before force, space, and time should meet. The ocean steamer ran the 
surest line of triangulation into the future, because it was the nearest of man’s 
products to a unity; railroads taught less because they seemed already finished 
except for mere increase in number; explosives taught most, but needed a tribe 
of chemists, physicists, and mathematicians to explain; the dynamo taught least 
because it had barely reached infancy, and, if its progress was to be constant at 
the rate of the last ten years, it would result in infinite costless energy within a 
generation. One lingered long among the dynamos, for they were new, and they 
gave to history a new phase. Men of science could never understand the 
ignorance and naivete; of the historian, who, when he came suddenly on a new 
power, asked naturally what it was; did it pull or did it push? Was it a screw or 
thrust? Did it flow or vibrate? Was it a wire or a mathematical line? And a score 
of such questions to which he expected answers and was astonished to get 
none.%

Education ran riot at Chicago, at least for retarded minds which had never 
faced in concrete form so many matters of which they were ignorant. Men who 
knew nothing whatever—who had never run a steam-engine, the simplest of 
forces—who had never put their hands on a lever—had never touched an electric 
battery—never talked through a telephone, and had not the shadow of a notion 
what amount of force was meant by a watt or an ampere or an erg, or any other 
term of measurement introduced within a hundred years—had no choice but to 
sit down on the steps and brood as they had never brooded on the benches of 
Harvard College, either as student or professor, aghast at what they had said and 
done in all these years, and still more ashamed of the childlike ignorance and 
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aghast: (adj) dismayed, appalled, 
horrified, frightened, scared, 
terrified, confounded, astonished; (n) 
agape; (v) all agog, breathless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undisturbed, 
unperturbed, unsurprised. 

ampere: (n) amp, a, adenylic acid, 
international ampere, adenosine 
monophosphate. 

brood: (n, v) breed; (v) sulk, think, 
incubate; (n) offspring, issue, 
progeny, young, posterity, family;  

(adj, n) herd. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reassure, delight, console. 

costless: (adj) gratuitous, free, gratis, 
expenseless, adulatory, costing 
nothing, unpaid. 

explosives: (n) explosive substances. 
infancy: (n) babyhood, cradle, 

beginning, birth, genesis, minority, 
early childhood, youth, nonage, 
adolescence, early days. ANTONYM: 
(n) maturity. 

retarded: (adj) slow, tardy, imbecile,  

belated, delayed, simple, obtuse, 
leisurely, dull, deferred, defective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) precocious. 

tonnage: (adj) capacity; (n) tunnage, 
registered tonnage, shipping, cargo, 
duty, fleet, freight, navigation, 
portage, porterage. 

triangulation: (n) trig, surveying, 
conductor triangulation. 

vibrate: (v) shake, shiver, oscillate, 
tremble, quiver, shudder, swing, 
wobble, palpitate, thrill, throb. 
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babbling futility of the society that let them say and do it. The historical mind 
can think only in historical processes, and probably this was the first time since 
historians existed, that any of them had sat down helpless before a mechanical 
sequence. Before a metaphysical or a theological or a political sequence, most 
historians had felt helpless, but the single clue to which they had hitherto trusted 
was the unity of natural force.%

Did he himself quite know what he meant? Certainly not! If he had known 
enough to state his problem, his education would have been complete at once. 
Chicago asked in 1893 for the first time the question whether the American 
people knew where they were driving. Adams answered, for one, that he did not 
know, but would try to find out. On reflecting sufficiently deeply, under the 
shadow of Richard Hunt’s architecture, he decided that the American people 
probably knew no more than he did; but that they might still be driving or 
drifting unconsciously to some point in thought, as their solar system was said 
to be drifting towards some point in space; and that, possibly, if relations enough 
could be observed, this point might be fixed. Chicago was the first expression of 
American thought as a unity; one must start there. 

Washington was the second. When he got back there, he fell headlong into 
the extra session of Congress called to repeal the Silver Act. The silver minority 
made an obstinate attempt to prevent it, and most of the majority had little heart 
in the creation of a single gold standard. The banks alone, and the dealers in 
exchange, insisted upon it; the political parties divided according to capitalistic 
geographical lines, Senator Cameron offering almost the only exception; but they 
mixed with unusual good-temper, and made liberal allowance for each others’ 
actions and motives. The struggle was rather less irritable than such struggles 
generally were, and it ended like a comedy. On the evening of the final vote, 
Senator Cameron came back from the Capitol with Senator Brice, Senator Jones, 
Senator Lodge, and Moreton Frewen, all in the gayest of humors as though they 
were rid of a heavy responsibility. Adams, too, in a bystander’s spirit, felt light in 
mind. He had stood up for his eighteenth century, his Constitution of 1789, his 
George Washington, his Harvard College, his Quincy, and his Plymouth 
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babbling: (adj) loquacious, telltale, 
voluble, blatant, blathering, 
blithering, gabbling, garrulous, 
jabbering; (n) stultiloquy, 
stultiloquence. 

called: (adj) named, titled, chosen, 
known as; (v) nempt, ycleped. 

capitalistic: (adj) bourgeois. 
drifting: (adj, adv) aimless, wandering; 

(adv) adrift; (adj) floating, nomadic, 
vagabond, rootless, roaming, 
wayfaring, migratory; (n) running  

with the regulator closed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 

futility: (n) emptiness, inanity, 
worthlessness, vanity, uselessness, 
fruitlessness, frivolity, unusefulness, 
purposelessness, hollowness, 
insignificance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
importance, worth, worthiness, 
fruitfulness, effectiveness, 
competence, usefulness. 

headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 
directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj)  

rash, hurried, desperate, precipitous, 
impetuous, sudden, precipitate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautiously, 
considered; (adv) carefully. 

repeal: (n, v) recall; (adj, v) annul, 
cancel, abrogate, abolish, invalidate; 
(v) revoke, quash, rescind, 
countermand; (n) abolition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enact, ratify, 
validate, impose, reinstate, maintain; 
(n) enactment, ratification. 

theological: (adj) theologic, clerical. 
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Pilgrims, as long as any one would stand up with him. He had said it was 
hopeless twenty years before, but he had kept on, in the same old attitude, by 
habit and taste, until he found himself altogether alone. He had hugged his 
antiquated dislike of bankers and capitalistic society until he had become little 
better than a crank. He had known for years that he must accept the regime, but 
he had known a great many other disagreeable certainties—like age, senility, 
and death—against which one made what little resistance one could. The matter 
was settled at last by the people. For a hundred years, between 1793 and 1893, 
the American people had hesitated, vacillated, swayed forward and back, 
between two forces, one simply industrial, the other capitalistic, centralizing, and 
mechanical. In 1893, the issue came on the single gold standard, and the majority 
at last declared itself, once for all, in favor of the capitalistic system with all its 
necessary machinery. All one’s friends, all one’s best citizens, reformers, 
churches, colleges, educated classes, had joined the banks to force submission to 
capitalism; a submission long foreseen by the mere law of mass. Of all forms of 
society or government, this was the one he liked least, but his likes or dislikes 
were as antiquated as the rebel doctrine of State rights. A capitalistic system had 
been adopted, and if it were to be run at all, it must be run by capital and by 
capitalistic methods; for nothing could surpass the nonsensity of trying to run so 
complex and so concentrated a machine by Southern and Western farmers in 
grotesque alliance with city day-laborers, as had been tried in 1800 and 1828, and 
had failed even under simple conditions.%

There, education in domestic politics stopped. The rest was question of gear; 
of running machinery; of economy; and involved no disputed principle. Once 
admitted that the machine must be efficient, society might dispute in what social 
interest it should be run, but in any case it must work concentration. Such great 
revolutions commonly leave some bitterness behind, but nothing in politics ever 
surprised Henry Adams more than the ease with which he and his silver friends 
slipped across the chasm, and alighted on the single gold standard and the 
capitalistic system with its methods; the protective tariff; the corporations and 
trusts; the trades-unions and socialistic paternalism which necessarily made 
their complement; the whole mechanical consolidation of force, which ruthlessly 
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capitalistic: (adj) bourgeois. 
consolidation: (n) unification, 

association, combination, 
fortification, union, condensation, 
joinder, coalition, annexation, 
compression, incorporation. 

crank: (n) grouch, nut, crackpot, 
conceit, quip, winch, bend, screwball, 
quirk, crosspatch; (adj) cranky. 

disputed: (adj) moot, disputable, 
opposed, open to discussion, 
uncertain, dubious, doubtful,  

debatable. 
favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, 

support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) befriend, 
encourage, patronize. ANTONYMS: 
(v) hinder, contradict, dislike, hurt, 
differ, thwart, reject, demean; (n) 
derogation, disapproval, unkindness.

paternalism: (n) attitude. 
senility: (n) age, old age, second 

childhood, decrepitude, senescence, 
infirmity, caducity, anility, weakness, 

dementia; (v) drivel. 
socialistic: (adj) common. 
surpass: (v) beat, outdo, exceed, 

surmount, better, excel, outstrip, 
overcome, overrun, best, go beyond. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, follow, 
trail. 
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stamped out the life of the class into which Adams was born, but created 
monopolies capable of controlling the new energies that America adored.%

Society rested, after sweeping into the ash-heap these cinders of a 
misdirected education. After this vigorous impulse, nothing remained for a 
historian but to ask—how long and how far! 
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capable: (adj) competent, adequate, 
apt, adept, accomplished, fit, gifted, 
qualified, proficient, trained; (adj, n) 
efficient. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incapable, inept, unable, helpless, 
lacking, bad, unimaginative, 
unqualified, untrained. 

cinders: (n) cinder, dust, ash, flue 
dust, powder, residue, slag; (adj) 
mother, scoriae, precipitate. 

controlling: (adj) ruling, chief, 
dominant, influential, capital,  

predominant, prevailing, 
domineering, guiding; (n) 
administration, steering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
insignificant. 

historian: (n) annalist, historiographer, 
student, scholar, storier, Woodward, 
gibbon, art historian, Bede, durant, 
Franklin. 

sweeping: (adj) broad, extensive, 
radical, wholesale, indiscriminate, 
exhaustive, blanket, thorough,  

general, wide; (adv) sweepingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) narrow, 
restricted, exclusive, specific, modest, 
isolated. 

vigorous: (adj, n) robust, hardy, 
powerful, brave; (adj) energetic, 
strenuous, mighty, hearty, athletic; 
(adj, v) lively, brisk. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) feeble, weak, dull, inactive, 
impotent, enervated, unwell, 
uncommitted, unfit, weary, slow. 
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CHAPTER  % XX I I I  

 
S I LENC E  ( 1894 -1898 )  

 
 

The convulsion of 1893 left its victims in dead-water, and closed much 
education. While the country braced itself up to an effort such as no one had 
thought within its powers, the individual crawled as he best could, through the 
wreck, and found many values of life upset. But for connecting the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries, the four years, 1893 to 1897, had no value in the drama 
of education, and might be left out. Much that had made life pleasant between 
1870 and 1890 perished in the ruin, and among the earliest wreckage had been 
the fortunes of Clarence King. The lesson taught whatever the bystander chose 
to read in it; but to Adams it seemed singularly full of moral, if he could but 
understand it. In 1871 he had thought King’s education ideal, and his personal 
fitness unrivalled. No other young American approached him for the 
combination of chances—physical energy, social standing, mental scope and 
training, wit, geniality, and science, that seemed superlatively American and 
irresistibly strong. His nearest rival was Alexander Agassiz, and, as far as their 
friends knew, no one else could be classed with them in the running. The result 
of twenty years’ effort proved that the theory of scientific education failed where 
most theory fails—for want of money. Even Henry Adams, who kept himself, as 
he thought, quite outside of every possible financial risk, had been caught in the 
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braced: (adj) prepared, buttressed, 
firm. 

connecting: (n) concatenation, 
assembly, attachment, connection, 
connexion, joining, coupling, 
junction, fastening, articulation; (adj) 
connected. 

earliest: (adj) earlier, early, initial, 
primordial, matutinal, original, 
primitive, aboriginal, chief, foremost, 
opening. ANTONYMS: (adj) latest, 
subsequent, contemporary. 

fortunes: (n) adventures, fortune, 
personal narrative, life, journal. 

geniality: (n) cordiality, amiability, 
bonhomie, affability, goodness, 
hospitality, cheerfulness, kindness, 
conviviality, warmth, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nastiness, 
frostiness, meanness, hostility. 

ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage.  

ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation. 

unrivalled: (adj) unmatched, 
unrivaled, matchless, nonpareil, 
unmatchable, incomparable, one, one 
and only, unequalled, unequaled, 
unique. 

wreckage: (n) ruin, debris, remains, 
shipwreck, wreck, devastation, 
sabotage, waste, jetsam, ligan, lagan. 
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cogs, and held for months over the gulf of bankruptcy, saved only by the chance 
that the whole class of millionaires were more or less bankrupt too, and the 
banks were forced to let the mice escape with the rats; but, in sum, education 
without capital could always be taken by the throat and forced to disgorge its 
gains, nor was it helped by the knowledge that no one intended it, but that all 
alike suffered. Whether voluntary or mechanical the result for education was the 
same. The failure of the scientific scheme, without money to back it, was 
flagrant.%

The scientific scheme in theory was alone sound, for science should be 
equivalent to money; in practice science was helpless without money. The weak 
holder was, in his own language, sure to be frozen out. Education must fit the 
complex conditions of a new society, always accelerating its movement, and its 
fitness could be known only from success. One looked about for examples of 
success among the educated of one’s time—the men born in the thirties, and 
trained to professions. Within one’s immediate acquaintance, three were typical: 
John Hay, Whitelaw Reid, and William C. Whitney; all of whom owed their free 
hand to marriage, education serving only for ornament, but among whom, in 
1893, William C. Whitney was far and away the most popular type. 

Newspapers might prate about wealth till commonplace print was 
exhausted, but as matter of habit, few Americans envied the very rich for 
anything the most of them got out of money. New York might occasionally fear 
them, but more often laughed or sneered at them, and never showed them 
respect. Scarcely one of the very rich men held any position in society by virtue 
of his wealth, or could have been elected to an office, or even into a good club. 
Setting aside the few, like Pierpont Morgan, whose social position had little to do 
with greater or less wealth, riches were in New York no object of envy on 
account of the joys they brought in their train, and Whitney was not even one of 
the very rich; yet in his case the envy was palpable. There was reason for it. 
Already in 1893 Whitney had finished with politics after having gratified every 
ambition, and swung the country almost at his will; he had thrown away the 
usual objects of political ambition like the ashes of smoked cigarettes; had turned 
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accelerating: (adj) faster, progressive. 
ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, 

cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate. 

bankruptcy: (n) bust, failure, 
insolvency, smash, ruin, proceeding, 
proceedings, indebtedness, recession, 
crash, liquidation. 

cogs: (n) teeth, moving parts, 
workings, works, mechanism, device, 
cost of goods sold. 

disgorge: (v) vomit, throw up, be sick, 

spill, spew, pour, eject, empty, cast, 
evacuate, puke. ANTONYM: (v) 
retain. 

gulf: (n) abyss, depth, creek, vortex, 
bay, loch, cove, abysm, gap, gorge, 
bight. 

holder: (n) case, bearer, possessor, 
stand, container, tenant, proprietor, 
rack, handle, haft, accumulator. 

mice: (n) rats, agoutis, guinea pigs, 
beavers, gophers, order Rodentia, 
marmots, hamsters, pests, Rodentia,  

vermin. 
prate: (n, v) gossip, chatter, prattle, 

tattle; (v) jabber, gab, chat, natter, 
clack, palaver, gabble. 

rats: (n) mice, vermin, Rodentia, 
guinea pigs, agoutis, beavers, pests, 
gophers, order Rodentia, hamsters, 
marmots. 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, plenty, 
prosperity, exuberance, treasure, 
resources; (v) gold. 
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to other amusements, satiated every taste, gorged every appetite, won every 
object that New York afforded, and, not yet satisfied, had carried his field of 
activity abroad, until New York no longer knew what most to envy, his horses or 
his houses. He had succeeded precisely where Clarence King had failed.%

Barely forty years had passed since all these men started in a bunch to race 
for power, and the results were fixed beyond reversal; but one knew no better in 
1894 than in 1854 what an American education ought to be in order to count as 
success. Even granting that it counted as money, its value could not be called 
general. America contained scores of men worth five millions or upwards, whose 
lives were no more worth living than those of their cooks, and to whom the task 
of making money equivalent to education offered more difficulties than to 
Adams the task of making education equivalent to money. Social position 
seemed to have value still, while education counted for nothing. A 
mathematician, linguist, chemist, electrician, engineer, if fortunate might 
average a value of ten dollars a day in the open market. An administrator, 
organizer, manager, with mediaeval qualities of energy and will, but no 
education beyond his special branch, would probably be worth at least ten times 
as much. Society had failed to discover what sort of education suited it best. 
Wealth valued social position and classical education as highly as either of these 
valued wealth, and the women still tended to keep the scales even. For anything 
Adams could see he was himself as contented as though he had been educated; 
while Clarence King, whose education was exactly suited to theory, had failed; 
and Whitney, who was no better educated than Adams, had achieved 
phenomenal success. 

Had Adams in 1894 been starting in life as he did in 1854, he must have 
repeated that all he asked of education was the facile use of the four old tools: 
Mathematics, French, German, and Spanish. With these he could still make his 
way to any object within his vision, and would have a decisive advantage over 
nine rivals in ten. Statesman or lawyer, chemist or electrician, priest or professor, 
native or foreign, he would fear none. 
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administrator: (n) director, manager, 
official, boss, officer, custodian, 
supervisor, administrators, 
commissioner, superintendent, ruler. 
ANTONYMS: (n) worker, underling, 
employee. 

chemist: (n) pharmacist, druggist, 
pharmacy, pharmaceutist, drug store, 
pharmacopolist, scientist, 
pharmaceutical chemist, dispensing 
chemist, pharmacologist, carver. 

electrician: (n) lineman, gaffer. 

linguist: (n) polyglot, lexicologist, 
bilingual, lexicographer, talker, 
philologist, glottologist, Hebraist, 
firth, linguistic scientist, phonetician.

lives: (n) life, living, estate, existence, 
earnest living. 

organizer: (n) arranger, sponsor, 
manager, administrator, founder, 
organize, mastermind, regulator, 
decision maker, brains, work 
organizer. 

phenomenal: (adj) extraordinary,  

exceptional, amazing, fantastic, 
marvelous, prodigious, marvellous, 
miraculous, stupendous, special, rare. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
mundane, usual, average. 

reversal: (n) setback, retrogression, 
regression, cancellation, annulment, 
regress, change, reversion, undoing, 
about turn, retroversion. 
ANTONYM: (n) reinforcement. 

scales: (adj) balance, weighbridge; (n) 
steelyard, mill Scales. 
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King’s breakdown, physical as well as financial, brought the indirect gain to 
Adams that, on recovering strength, King induced him to go to Cuba, where, in 
January, 1894, they drifted into the little town of Santiago. The picturesque 
Cuban society, which King knew well, was more amusing than any other that 
one had yet discovered in the whole broad world, but made no profession of 
teaching anything unless it were Cuban Spanish or the danza; and neither on his 
own nor on King’s account did the visitor ask any loftier study than that of the 
buzzards floating on the trade-wind down the valley to Dos Bocas, or the colors 
of sea and shore at sunrise from the height of the Gran Piedra; but, as though 
they were still twenty years old and revolution were as young as they, the 
decaying fabric, which had never been solid, fell on their heads and drew them 
with it into an ocean of mischief. In the half-century between 1850 and 1900, 
empires were always falling on one’s head, and, of all lessons, these constant 
political convulsions taught least. Since the time of Rameses, revolutions have 
raised more doubts than they solved, but they have sometimes the merit of 
changing one’s point of view, and the Cuban rebellion served to sever the last tie 
that attached Adams to a Democratic administration. He thought that President 
Cleveland could have settled the Cuban question, without war, had he chosen to 
do his duty, and this feeling, generally held by the Democratic Party, joined with 
the stress of economical needs and the gold standard to break into bits the old 
organization and to leave no choice between parties. The new American, 
whether consciously or not, had turned his back on the nineteenth century before 
he was done with it; the gold standard, the protective system, and the laws of 
mass could have no other outcome, and, as so often before, the movement, once 
accelerated by attempting to impede it, had the additional, brutal consequence of 
crushing equally the good and the bad that stood in its way.%

The lesson was old—so old that it became tedious. One had studied nothing 
else since childhood, and wearied of it. For yet another year Adams lingered on 
these outskirts of the vortex, among the picturesque, primitive types of a world 
which had never been fairly involved in the general motion, and were the more 
amusing for their torpor. After passing the winter with King in the West Indies, 
he passed the summer with Hay in the Yellowstone, and found there little to 
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convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth. 

decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 
decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) pristine.

impede: (v) clog, hinder, bar, obstruct, 
barricade, delay, preclude, check, 
curb, encumber, embarrass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) facilitate, help, 
encourage, free, assist, prompt, 
broaden. 

sever: (n, v) part, cut; (v) break, detach, 
cut off, separate, rupture, rend, 
disconnect, crack, divorce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, associate, 
establish, initiate, unite, mend. 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall. 

tedious: (adj) tiresome, boring, dreary, 
slow, heavy, humdrum, irksome,  

lifeless; (adj, v) monotonous, arid, 
dry. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, 
varied, easy, readable, lively, 
entertaining, enthralling, brisk, 
concise, exotic, pleasant. 

vortex: (n) swirl, convolution, whirl, 
maelstrom; (n, v) whirlpool; (v) 
undercurrent, storm, heavy sea, 
ground swell, reflux, indraught. 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate. 
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study. The Geysers were an old story; the Snake River posed no vital statistics 
except in its fordings; even the Tetons were as calm as they were lovely; while 
the wapiti and bear, innocent of strikes and corners, laid no traps. In return the 
party treated them with affection. Never did a band less bloody or bloodthirsty 
wander over the roof of the continent. Hay loved as little as Adams did, the labor 
of skinning and butchering big game; he had even outgrown the sedate, middle-
aged, meditative joy of duck-shooting, and found the trout of the Yellowstone 
too easy a prey. Hallett Phillips himself, who managed the party loved to play 
Indian hunter without hunting so much as a fieldmouse; Iddings the geologist 
was reduced to shooting only for the table, and the guileless prattle of Billy 
Hofer alone taught the simple life. Compared with the Rockies of 1871, the sense 
of wildness had vanished; one saw no possible adventures except to break one’s 
neck as in chasing an aniseed fox. Only the more intelligent ponies scented an 
occasional friendly and sociable bear.%

When the party came out of the Yellowstone, Adams went on alone to Seattle 
and Vancouver to inspect the last American railway systems yet untried. They, 
too, offered little new learning, and no sooner had he finished this debauch of 
Northwestern geography than with desperate thirst for exhausting the American 
field, he set out for Mexico and the Gulf, making a sweep of the Caribbean and 
clearing up, in these six or eight months, at least twenty thousand miles of 
American land and water. 

He was beginning to think, when he got back to Washington in April, 1895, 
that he knew enough about the edges of life—tropical islands, mountain 
solitudes, archaic law, and retrograde types. Infinitely more amusing and 
incomparably more picturesque than civilization, they educated only artists, 
and, as one’s sixtieth year approached, the artist began to die; only a certain 
intense cerebral restlessness survived which no longer responded to sensual 
stimulants; one was driven from beauty to beauty as though art were a trotting-
match. For this, one was in some degree prepared, for the old man had been a 
stage-type since drama began; but one felt some perplexity to account for failure 
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aniseed: (n) flavorer, flavoring, 
seasoning, flavourer, flavouring, 
seasoner, anise plant. 

bloodthirsty: (adj) murderous, brutal, 
bloody, barbarous, cruel, savage, 
fierce, ferocious, violent, 
slaughterous, sanguineous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. 

butchering: (n) butchery, 
slaughtering, slaughter, mass 
murder, business, carnage, abattoir, 
business enterprise. 

chasing: (n) chase, engraving; (v) 
follow, pursue. 

debauch: (v) corrupt, debase, deprave, 
demoralize, vitiate, violate, whore, 
pollute; (n) Saturnalia, orgy; (n, v) 
riot. ANTONYMS: (v) upgrade, 
praise, laud, elevate, honor. 

edges: (n) boundaries. 
fieldmouse: (n) mouse. 
guileless: (adj) candid, artless, 

forthright, sincere, innocent, 
ingenuous, honest, pure, simple,  

open, straightforward. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dishonest, sly, evasive. 

incomparably: (adv) superlatively, 
matchlessly, uniquely, exceptionally, 
outstandingly, unbeatably, 
uncomparably, excellently, very, 
greatly, beyond compare. 
ANTONYM: (adv) comparably. 

prattle: (n, v) gossip, babble, chat, gab, 
jabber, chitchat; (adj, n, v) chatter, 
prate, palaver; (v) cackle, clack. 

skinning: (v) to skin. 
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on the opposite or mechanical side, where nothing but cerebral action was 
needed. 

Taking for granted that the alternative to art was arithmetic, plunged deep 
into statistics, fancying that education would find the surest bottom there; and 
the study proved the easiest he had ever approached. Even the Government 
volunteered unlimited statistics, endless columns of figures, bottomless averages 
merely for the asking. At the Statistical Bureau, Worthington Ford supplied any 
material that curiosity could imagine for filling the vast gaps of ignorance, and 
methods for applying the plasters of fact. One seemed for a while to be winning 
ground, and one’s averages projected themselves as laws into the future. Perhaps 
the most perplexing part of the study lay in the attitude of the statisticians, who 
showed no enthusiastic confidence in their own figures. They should have 
reached certainty, but they talked like other men who knew less. The method did 
not result faith. Indeed, every increase of mass—of volume and velocity—
seemed to bring in new elements, and, at last, a scholar, fresh in arithmetic and 
ignorant of algebra, fell into a superstitious terror of complexity as the sink of 
facts. Nothing came out as it should. In principle, according to figures, any one 
could set up or pull down a society. One could frame no sort of satisfactory 
answer to the constructive doctrines of Adam Smith, or to the destructive 
criticisms of Karl Marx or to the anarchistic imprecations of Elisee Reclus. One 
revelled at will in the ruin of every society in the past, and rejoiced in proving 
the prospective overthrow of every society that seemed possible in the future; 
but meanwhile these societies which violated every law, moral, arithmetical, 
and economical, not only propagated each other, but produced also fresh 
complexities with every propagation and developed mass with every 
complexity.%

The human factor was worse still. Since the stupefying discovery of Pteraspis 
in 1867, nothing had so confused the student as the conduct of mankind in the  
fin-de-siècle. No one seemed very much concerned about this world or the 
future, unless it might be the anarchists, and they only because they disliked the 
present. Adams disliked the present as much as they did, and his interest in 
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algebra: (v) Nilpotent algebra, 
geometry, fluxions, analytical 
geometry, quadratics, arithmetic, 
analysis. 

applying: (adj) applicatory, 
applicative. 

arithmetical: (adj) statistical, 
mathematical, numerable, calculable, 
computable, numerical, numeric, 
analytic, algebraic. 

bottomless: (adj) limitless, infinite, 
deep, unlimited, profound,  

immeasurable, fathomless, 
boundless, unfounded, groundless, 
unplumbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, bottomed, limited, 
restricted. 

cerebral: (adj) mental, rational, 
cacuminal, noetic, encephalic, 
thoughtful, studious, reasonable, 
psychological, psychic, learned. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) physical, 
intuitive. 

fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy. 

propagation: (n, v) generation, 
progeneration, genesis; (n) diffusion, 
dissemination, extension, circulation, 
transmission, promulgation; (adj, n) 
multiplication; (v) procreation. 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious. 

violated: (adj) profaned, seduced, 
dishonored; (v) strained, disunited, 
ruined financially, subjugated, rough, 
not continuous, humbled, fractured. 
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future society was becoming slight, yet he was kept alive by irritation at finding 
his life so thin and fruitless. Meanwhile he watched mankind march on, like a 
train of pack-horses on the Snake River, tumbling from one morass into another, 
and at short intervals, for no reason but temper, falling to butchery, like Cain. 
Since 1850, massacres had become so common that society scarcely noticed them 
unless they summed up hundreds of thousands, as in Armenia; wars had been 
almost continuous, and were beginning again in Cuba, threatening in South 
Africa, and possible in Manchuria; yet impartial judges thought them all not 
merely unnecessary, but foolish—induced by greed of the coarsest class, as 
though the Pharaohs or the Romans were still robbing their neighbors. The 
robbery might be natural and inevitable, but the murder seemed altogether 
archaic.%

At one moment of perplexity to account for this trait of Pteraspis, or shark, 
which seemed to have survived every moral improvement of society, he took to 
study of the religious press. Possibly growth m human nature might show itself 
there. He found no need to speak unkindly of it; but, as an agent of motion, he 
preferred on the whole the vigor of the shark, with its chances of betterment; and 
he very gravely doubted, from his aching consciousness of religious void, 
whether any large fraction of society cared for a future life, or even for the 
present one, thirty years hence. Not an act, or an expression, or an image, 
showed depth of faith or hope. 

The object of education, therefore, was changed. For many years it had lost 
itself in studying what the world had ceased to care for; if it were to begin again, 
it must try to find out what the mass of mankind did care for, and why. Religion, 
politics, statistics, travel had thus far led to nothing. Even the Chicago Fair had 
only confused the roads. Accidental education could go no further, for one’s 
mind was already littered and stuffed beyond hope with the millions of chance 
images stored away without order in the memory. One might as well try to 
educate a gravel-pit. The task was futile, which disturbed a student less than the 
discovery that, in pursuing it, he was becoming himself ridiculous. Nothing is 
more tiresome than a superannuated pedagogue. 
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aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; (v) 
griped. 

betterment: (n) improvement, 
advancement, amelioration, 
adjustment, refinement, 
enhancement, amendment, 
melioration, progress, recovery, 
reformation. 

butchery: (n, v) carnage; (n) bloodbath, 
bloodshed, massacre, abattoir,  

butchering, battue, slaughterhouse, 
shambles, killing, murder. 

mankind: (n) world, humanity, 
humankind, human race, humans, 
person, flesh, mortality, people, 
human beings, humanness. 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged. 

robbery: (n) depredation, pillage, 
piracy, plunder, looting, burglary, 
theft, holdup, thieving, freebooting; 
(v) rob. 

stuffed: (adj) crammed, packed, 
congested, replete, loaded, filled, 
fraught, chock-full, crowded, 
jammed, gorged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hungry, lacking. 

tiresome: (adj) tedious, dull, laborious, 
irksome, monotonous, annoying, 
slow, dreary, bothersome; (adj, v) 
wearisome, troublesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, fun, 
varied, soothing, pleasant, brisk, 
exciting, convenient, refreshing. 
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For%the moment he was rescued, as often before, by a woman. Towards 
midsummer, 1895, Mrs. Cabot Lodge bade him follow her to Europe with the 
Senator and her two sons. The study of history is useful to the historian by 
teaching him his ignorance of women; and the mass of this ignorance crushes 
one who is familiar enough with what are called historical sources to realize how 
few women have ever been known. The woman who is known only through a 
man is known wrong, and excepting one or two like Mme. de Sevigne, no 
woman has pictured herself. The American woman of the nineteenth century 
will live only as the man saw her; probably she will be less known than the 
woman of the eighteenth; none of the female descendants of Abigail Adams can 
ever be nearly so familiar as her letters have made her; and all this is pure loss to 
history, for the American woman of the nineteenth century was much better 
company than the American man; she was probably much better company than 
her grandmothers. With Mrs. Lodge and her husband, Senator since 1893, 
Adams’s relations had been those of elder brother or uncle since 1871 when 
Cabot Lodge had left his examination-papers on Assistant Professor Adams’s 
desk, and crossed the street to Christ Church in Cambridge to get married. With 
Lodge himself, as scholar, fellow instructor, co-editor of the North American 
Review, and political reformer from 1873 to 1878, he had worked intimately, but 
with him afterwards as politician he had not much relation; and since Lodge had 
suffered what Adams thought the misfortune of becoming not only a Senator 
but a Senator from Massachusetts—a singular social relation which Adams had 
known only as fatal to friends—a superstitious student, intimate with the laws of 
historical fatality, would rather have recognized him only as an enemy; but apart 
from this accident he valued Lodge highly, and in the waste places of average 
humanity had been greatly dependent on his house. Senators can never be 
approached with safety, but a Senator who has a very superior wife and several 
superior children who feel no deference for Senators as such, may be approached 
at times with relative impunity while they keep him under restraint. 

Where Mrs. Lodge summoned, one followed with gratitude, and so it 
chanced that in August one found one’s self for the first time at Caen, Coutances, 
and Mont-Saint-Michel in Normandy. If history had a chapter with which he 
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cabot: (n) Sebastian Cabot. 
fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, 

mishap, demise, misadventure, 
lethality, adversity, loss, decease, 
dead. 

gratitude: (n) appreciation, thanks, 
thank, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, appreciativeness, 
feeling, appreciate, grateful, 
thanksgiving, kindness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ingratitude, 
ungratefulness. 

impunity: (n) impune, come off, 
freedom, immunity, permission, 
forgiveness. ANTONYM: (n) liability.

laws: (n) Pentateuch, Torah. 
lodge: (n, v) cabin, place, house; (adj, v) 

live, dwell, reside, inhabit; (n) 
cottage; (v) quarter, accommodate, 
fix. ANTONYMS: (v) dislodge, evict. 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: 

(n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, 
success, happiness. 

pictured: (adj) envisioned, portrayed, 
graphic, delineate, delineated, 
impictured, unreal, visualised, 
visualized, impressed. 

places: (n) chairs, seating, spaces. 
rescued: (adj) saved, protected. 
scholar: (n) learner, academic, student, 

pundit, apprentice, intellectual, brain, 
exhibitioner, academician, professor, 
disciple. ANTONYM: (n) teacher. 
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thought himself familiar, it was the twelfth and thirteenth centuries; yet so little 
has labor to do with knowledge that these bare playgrounds of the lecture 
system turned into green and verdurous virgin forests merely through the 
medium of younger eyes and fresher minds. His German bias must have given 
his youth a terrible twist, for the Lodges saw at a glance what he had thought 
unessential because un-German. They breathed native air in the Normandy of 
1200, a compliment which would have seemed to the Senator lacking in taste or 
even in sense when addressed to one of a class of men who passed life in trying 
to persuade themselves and the public that they breathed nothing less American 
than a blizzard; but this atmosphere, in the touch of a real emotion, betrayed the 
unconscious humor of the senatorial mind. In the thirteenth century, by an 
unusual chance, even a Senator became natural, simple, interested, cultivated, 
artistic, liberal—genial.%

Through the Lodge eyes the old problem became new and personal; it threw 
off all association with the German lecture-room. One could not at first see what 
this novelty meant; it had the air of mere antiquarian emotion like Wenlock 
Abbey and Pteraspis; but it expelled archaic law and antiquarianism once for all, 
without seeming conscious of it; and Adams drifted back to Washington with a 
new sense of history. Again he wandered south, and in April returned to Mexico 
with the Camerons to study the charms of pulque and Churriguerresque 
architecture. In May he ran through Europe again with Hay, as far south as 
Ravenna. There came the end of the passage. After thus covering once more, in 
1896, many thousand miles of the old trails, Adams went home October, with 
every one else, to elect McKinley President and start the world anew. 

For the old world of public men and measures since 1870, Adams wept no 
tears. Within or without, during or after it, as partisan or historian, he never saw 
anything to admire in it, or anything he wanted to save; and in this respect he 
reflected only the public mind which balanced itself so exactly between the 
unpopularity of both parties as to express no sympathy with either. Even among 
the most powerful men of that generation he knew none who had a good word 
to say for it. No period so thoroughly ordinary had been known in American 
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anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, once 
again, new; (adj) only yesterday, the 
other day, just now. 

blizzard: (n) tempest, storm, snowfall, 
gale, norther, vendaval, khamsin, 
foehn, Chinook, wuther, squall. 

elect: (n, v) pick; (adj, v) select, 
designate; (v) appoint, resolve, 
determine, take, prefer, nominate; 
(adj, n) chosen; (adj) choice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abjure, appoint,  

oust, waver. 
expelled: (adj) evicted, disqualified, 

dispossessed, debarred, barred, 
banned. 

forests: (n) country. 
fresher: (n) fresh, lowerclassman, 

underclassman, neophyte, fledgeling, 
entrant, fledgling. 

pulque: (n) alcohol, inebriant. 
seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 

illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n)  

appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner. 

unessential: (adj) unnecessary, 
dispensable, extrinsic, small, not 
required, needless, extraneous, extra, 
external, surplus to requirements; 
(adv) neither here nor there. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indispensable, 
basic. 

verdurous: (adj) green. 
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politics since Christopher Columbus first disturbed the balance of American 
society; but the natural result of such lack of interest in public affairs, in a small 
society like that of Washington, led an idle bystander to depend abjectly on 
intimacy of private relation. One dragged one’s self down the long vista of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, by leaning heavily on one’s friends, and avoiding to look 
at anything else. Thus life had grown narrow with years, more and more 
concentrated on the circle of houses round La Fayette Square, which had no 
direct or personal share in power except in the case of Mr. Blaine whose 
tumultuous struggle for existence held him apart. Suddenly Mr. McKinley 
entered the White House and laid his hand heavily on this special group. In a 
moment the whole nest so slowly constructed, was torn to pieces and scattered 
over the world. Adams found himself alone. John Hay took his orders for 
London. Rockhill departed to Athens. Cecil Spring-Rice had been buried in 
Persia. Cameron refused to remain in public life either at home or abroad, and 
broke up his house on the Square. Only the Lodges and Roosevelts remained, but 
even they were at once absorbed in the interests of power. Since 1861, no such 
social convulsion had occurred.%

Even this was not quite the worst. To one whose interests lay chiefly in 
foreign affairs, and who, at this moment, felt most strongly the nightmare of 
Cuban, Hawaiian, and Nicaraguan chaos, the man in the State Department 
seemed more important than the man in the White House. Adams knew no one 
in the United States fit to manage these matters in the face of a hostile Europe, 
and had no candidate to propose; but he was shocked beyond all restraints of 
expression to learn that the President meant to put Senator John Sherman in the 
State Department in order to make a place for Mr. Hanna in the Senate. Grant 
himself had done nothing that seemed so bad as this to one who had lived long 
enough to distinguish between the ways of presidential jobbery, if not between 
the jobs. John Sherman, otherwise admirably fitted for the place, a friendly 
influence for nearly forty years, was notoriously feeble and quite senile, so that 
the intrigue seemed to Adams the betrayal of an old friend as well as of the State 
Department. One might have shrugged one’s shoulders had the President named 
Mr. Hanna his Secretary of State, for Mr. Hanna was a man of force if not of 
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abjectly: (adv) servilely, basely, lowly, 
pitifully, paltrily, menially, shabbily, 
grovelingly, wretchedly, squalidly, 
sordidly. 

avoiding: (n) shunning; (adj) fugitive, 
antisocial. 

betrayal: (n) faithlessness, deception, 
treason, infidelity, subversiveness, 
traitorousness, disclosure, revelation, 
perfidy, disloyalty, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
safeguarding, keeping, honesty,  

guarding, preserving, allegiance. 
departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, 

former, bypast, defunct, past, left; 
(adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive. 

mckinley: (n) president Mckinley, 
William Mckinley. 

notoriously: (adv) prominently, 
scandalously, illustriously, notedly, 
knownly, eminently, egregiously, 
famously, celebratedly, renownedly, 
famedly. 

restraints: (n) manacles, fetters, chains. 
tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 

tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm. 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective. 
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experience, and selections much worse than this had often turned out well 
enough; but John Sherman must inevitably and tragically break down. 

The prospect for once was not less vile than the men. One can bear coldly the 
jobbery of enemies, but not that of friends, and to Adams this kind of jobbery 
seemed always infinitely worse than all the petty money bribes ever exploited by 
the newspapers. Nor was the matter improved by hints that the President might 
call John Hay to the Department whenever John Sherman should retire. Indeed, 
had Hay been even unconsciously party to such an intrigue, he would have put 
an end, once for all, to further concern in public affairs on his friend’s part; but 
even without this last disaster, one felt that Washington had become no longer 
habitable. Nothing was left there but solitary contemplation of Mr. McKinley’s 
ways which were not likely to be more amusing than the ways of his 
predecessors; or of senatorial ways, which offered no novelty of what the French 
language expressively calls embetement; or of poor Mr. Sherman’s ways which 
would surely cause anguish to his friends. Once more, one must go! 

Nothing was easier! On and off, one had done the same thing since the year 
1858, at frequent intervals, and had now reached the month of March, 1897; yet, 
as the whole result of six years’ dogged effort to begin a new education, one 
could not recommend it to the young. The outlook lacked hope. The object of 
travel had become more and more dim, ever since the gibbering ghost of the 
Civil Law had been locked in its dark closet, as far back as 1860. Noah’s dove 
had not searched the earth for resting-places so carefully, or with so little success. 
Any spot on land or water satisfies a dove who wants and finds rest; but no 
perch suits a dove of sixty years old, alone and uneducated, who has lost his 
taste even for olives. To this, also, the young may be driven, as education, end 
the lesson fails in humor; but it may be worth knowing to some of them that the 
planet offers hardly a dozen places where an elderly man can pass a week alone 
without ennui, and none at all where he can pass a year.%

Irritated by such complaints, the world naturally answers that no man of 
sixty should live, which is doubtless true, though not original. The man of sixty, 
with a certain irritability proper to his years, retorts that the world has no 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

answers: (n) replies; (adj) answering. 
closet: (n) cupboard, cubicle, cell, 

latrine, bathroom, wardrobe, water 
closet; (adj) clandestine, confidential, 
secret, private. ANTONYM: (adj) 
open. 

dove: (n) turtledove, squab, emblem, 
pacificist, pacifist, poultry, dover, 
pigeon, Holy Spirit, culver, peacenik.

expressively: (adv) meaningfully, 
eloquently, indicatively, poignantly, 
movingly, vividly, suggestively,  

emphatically, evocatively, mobilely, 
tellingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unemotionally, inexpressively, 
innocently, blandly. 

gibbering: (adj) wild. 
irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, 

choler, touchiness, temper, anger, 
irritation, peevishness, pettishness, 
testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
equanimity, cheeriness. 

tragically: (adv) sadly, unluckily,  

calamitously, terribly, inauspiciously, 
dreadfully, devastatingly, 
disastrously, deplorably, woefully, 
miserably. ANTONYM: (adv) 
happily. 

uneducated: (adj) illiterate, 
unschooled, uninstructed, rude, 
unlearned, uninformed, uncultivated, 
untaught, unread, uncivilized, 
unenlightened. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trained, literate, learned, intelligent, 
informed. 
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business to throw on him the task of removing its carrion, and that while he 
remains he has a right to require amusement—or at least education, since this 
costs nothing to any one—and that a world which cannot educate, will not 
amuse, and is ugly besides, has even less right to exist than he. Both views seem 
sound; but the world wearily objects to be called by epithets what society always 
admits in practice; for no one likes to be told that he is a bore, or ignorant, or 
even ugly; and having nothing to say in its defence, it rejoins that, whatever 
license is pardonable in youth, the man of sixty who wishes consideration had 
better hold his tongue. This truth also has the defect of being too true. The rule 
holds equally for men of half that age Only the very young have the right to 
betray their ignorance or ill-breeding. Elderly people commonly know enough 
not to betray themselves.%

Exceptions are plenty on both sides, as the Senate knew to its acute suffering; 
but young or old, women or men, seemed agreed on one point with singular 
unanimity; each praised silence in others. Of all characteristics in human nature, 
this has been one of the most abiding. Mere superficial gleaning of what, in the 
long history of human expression, has been said by the fool or unsaid by the 
wise, shows that, for once, no difference of opinion has ever existed on this. 
“Even a fool,” said the wisest of men, “when he holdeth his peace, is counted 
wise,” and still more often, the wisest of men, when he spoke the highest 
wisdom, has been counted a fool. They agreed only on the merits of silence in 
others. Socrates made remarks in its favor, which should have struck the 
Athenians as new to them; but of late the repetition had grown tiresome. Thomas 
Carlyle vociferated his admiration of it. Matthew Arnold thought it the best form 
of expression; and Adams thought Matthew Arnold the best form of expression 
in his time. Algernon Swinburne called it the most noble to the end. Alfred de 
Vigny’s dying wolf remarked:— 

 
“A voir ce que l’on fut sur terre et ce qu’on laisse,  

Seul le silence est grand; tout le reste est faiblesse.” 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abiding: (adj) immortal, stable, 
constant, everlasting, lasting, 
enduring, perpetual, eternal, 
perennial, continuing, imperishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ephemeral, 
fleeting, impermanent, temporary, 
passing, mortal, erratic, inconstant. 

gleaning: (n) farming, excerption, 
selection, crop. 

license: (n, v) permit, allow, licence; 
(n) allowance, freedom, permission, 
liberty, authority, authorization,  

certificate; (v) certify. ANTONYMS: 
(v) decertify; (n) restriction. 

pardonable: (adj, v) defensible; (adj) 
forgivable, justifiable, venial, 
remissible, allowed, not heinous, 
understandable, veniable, explicable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unpardonable. 

removing: (adj) departing. 
tout: (v) bluster, brag, advertise, boast, 

canvass, blow, gas, bespeak, 
gasconade, swash; (n) hotel runner. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, understate.

unsaid: (adj) implicit, unvoiced, tacit, 
understood, unexpressed, wordless, 
untold, unwritten, unverbalized; (v) 
unsung, untalked of. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stated, explicit, expressed, 
spoken. 

wearily: (adv) sickly, boredly, dully, 
languidly, jadedly, exhaustedly, 
sadly, soberly, gravely, heavily, 
seriously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
hopefully, untiringly, energetically, 
dynamically. 
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“When one thinks what one leaves in the world when one dies,  
Only silence is strong,—all the rest is but lies.” 

 
Even Byron, whom a more brilliant era of genius seemed to have decided to be 
but an indifferent poet, had ventured to affirm that— 

 
“The Alp’s snow summit nearer heaven is seen  

Than the volcano’s fierce eruptive crest;”%

 
with other verses, to the effect that words are but a “temporary torturing flame”; 
of which no one knew more than himself. The evidence of the poets could not be 
more emphatic:— 

 
“Silent, while years engrave the brow!  

Silent,—the best are silent now!” 
 
Although none of these great geniuses had shown faith in silence as a cure for 

their own ills or ignorance, all of them, and all philosophy after them, affirmed 
that no man, even at sixty, had ever been known to attain knowledge; but that a 
very few were believed to have attained ignorance, which was in result the same. 
More than this, in every society worth the name, the man of sixty had been 
encouraged to ride this hobby—the Pursuit of Ignorance in Silence—as though it 
were the easiest way to get rid of him. In America the silence was more 
oppressive than the ignorance; but perhaps elsewhere the world might still hide 
some haunt of futilitarian silence where content reigned—although long search 
had not revealed it—and so the pilgrimage began anew! 

The first step led to London where John Hay was to be established. One had 
seen so many American Ministers received in London that the Lord Chamberlain 
himself scarcely knew more about it; education could not be expected there; but 
there Adams arrived, April 21, 1897, as though thirty-six years were so many 
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affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 
protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress. 

brow: (n) peak, brink, brows, height, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: (n) 
trough. 

cure: (n, v) correct, medicine, help; (n) 
antidote, salve, therapy, treatment; 
(v) treat, pickle, preserve, restore.  

ANTONYMS: (n) poison; (v) injure, 
hurt, harm, wound, damage, 
exacerbate. 

engrave: (v) carve, inscribe, character, 
imprint, cut, stamp, impress, etch, 
sculpture; (n, v) incise, grave. 

eruptive: (adj) erupting, explosive, 
plutonic, eruptional, irruptive, active, 
intrusive, extrusive. 

genius: (adj, n) capacity, ability, 
endowment, faculty, gift, cleverness; 
(n) flair, brain, prodigy, bent,  

aptitude. ANTONYM: (n) amateur. 
oppressive: (adj, v) onerous, close, 

burdensome; (adj) sultry, stuffy, 
tyrannical, muggy, despotic, 
dictatorial, gloomy, domineering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberal, 
democratic, humane, free, tolerant, 
airy, freezing, libertarian. 

poet: (n) singer, songster, elegist, 
author, Gilbert, maker, lyricist, muse, 
versifier; (adj) poet laureate, 
Shakespearean. 
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days, for Queen Victoria still reigned and one saw little change in St. James’s 
Street. True, Carlton House Terrace, like the streets of Rome, actually squeaked 
and gibbered with ghosts, till one felt like Odysseus before the press of shadows, 
daunted by a “bloodless fear”; but in spring London is pleasant, and it was more 
cheery than ever in May, 1897, when every one was welcoming the return of life 
after the long winter since 1893. One’s fortunes, or one’s friends’ fortunes, were 
again in flood.%

This amusement could not be prolonged, for one found one’s self the oldest 
Englishman in England, much too familiar with family jars better forgotten, and 
old traditions better unknown. No wrinkled Tannhauser, returning to the 
Wartburg, needed a wrinkled Venus to show him that he was no longer at home, 
and that even penitence was a sort of impertinence. He slipped away to Paris, 
and set up a household at St. Germain where he taught and learned French 
history for nieces who swarmed under the venerable cedars of the Pavillon 
d’Angouleme, and rode about the green forest-alleys of St. Germain and Marly. 
From time to time Hay wrote humorous laments, but nothing occurred to break 
the summer-peace of the stranded Tannhauser, who slowly began to feel at home 
in France as in other countries he had thought more homelike. At length, like 
other dead Americans, he went to Paris because he could go nowhere else, and 
lingered there till the Hays came by, in January, 1898; and Mrs. Hay, who had 
been a stanch and strong ally for twenty years, bade him go with them to Egypt. 

Adams cared little to see Egypt again, but he was glad to see Hay, and 
readily drifted after him to the Nile. What they saw and what they said had as 
little to do with education as possible, until one evening, as they were looking at 
the sun set across the Nile from Assouan, Spencer Eddy brought them a telegram 
to announce the sinking of the Maine in Havana Harbor. This was the greatest 
stride in education since 1865, but what did it teach? One leant on a fragment of 
column in the great hall at Karnak and watched a jackal creep down the debris 
of ruin. The jackal’s ancestors had surely crept up the same wall when it was 
building. What was his view about the value of silence? One lay in the sands and 
watched the expression of the Sphinx. Brooks Adams had taught him that the 
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cheery: (adj) bright, joyful, jovial, 
buoyant, sunny, gay, genial, glad, 
upbeat, vivacious, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, depressing, 
miserable, funereal, unwelcoming, 
unfriendly, serious, dull, downbeat, 
down, troubled. 

countries: (n) country. 
daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, 

discouraged, frightened, intimidated, 
disheartened, dismayed, afraid, 
abashed, bashful, discomposed. 

impertinence: (n) audacity, gall, 
impudence, insolence, disrespect, 
effrontery, brass, boldness, 
impertinency, sauciness, freshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) politeness, 
seriousness, reticence. 

jackal: (v) pelican; (n) canid, puppet, 
tool. 

leant: (adj) inclined. 
penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 

regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation,  

contriteness. 
stanch: (adj) firm, resolute, constant, 

robust, tough, sturdy, vigorous, 
trusty; (adj, v) staunch; (v) stop, stem. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncommitted, 
unreliable, irresolute, unfaithful, 
acquiescent, disloyal; (v) accelerate. 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; (adj) 
puckered, creased, wrinkly, wizened, 
crumpled, lined, gnarled, unironed, 
crinkled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwrinkled, ironed, straight. 
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relation between civilizations was that of trade. Henry wandered, or was storm-
driven, down the coast. He tried to trace out the ancient harbor of Ephesus. He 
went over to Athens, picked up Rockhill, and searched for the harbor of Tiryns; 
together they went on to Constantinople and studied the great walls of 
Constantine %and the greater domes of Justinian. His hobby had turned into a 
camel, and he hoped, if he rode long enough in silence, that at last he might 
come on a city of thought along the great highways of exchange. 
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ancient: (adj) old, obsolete, antiquated, 
former, past, archaic, antique, 
primitive, bygone, hoary; (adj, n) 
elder. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contemporary, young, recent, fresh, 
new, present, youthful, current. 

camel: (adj, n) beige; (n) Camel's hair, 
elephant, llama, artiodactyl mammal; 
(adj) Manila, fawn. 

coast: (n) shore, bank, seaside, beach, 
seashore, waterside, brink; (n, v) 
slide, glide; (adj) coastal; (v) drift.  

ANTONYMS: (v) bump, lurch, 
struggle; (n) inland, Midlands. 

picked: (adj) select, chosen, best, 
recherche, rare, priceless, preferred, 
pointed, elected, named; (v) choose. 

relation: (n) narration, recital, 
association, affinity, description, 
rehearsal, kin, relative; (n, v) account, 
report, regard. 

studied: (adj) deliberate, calculated, 
conscious, premeditated, affected, 
elaborate, learned, intended,  

designed, willful; (v) advised. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spontaneous, 
unstudied, casual. 

trace: (n, v) line, shadow, spot, hunt, 
trail; (n) dash, clue, indication, 
suggestion, sign; (v) pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore; (n) lot, 
overtone. 

walls: (n) brickwork, buttresses, 
defenses, masonry, ramparts, 
fortifications. 
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CHAPTER  % XXIV  

 
IND IAN  SUMMER ( 1898 -1899 )  

 
 

The summer of the Spanish War began the Indian summer of life to one who 
had reached sixty years of age, and cared only to reap in peace such harvest as 
these sixty years had yielded. He had reason to be more than content with it. 
Since 1864 he had felt no such sense of power and momentum, and had seen no 
such number of personal friends wielding it. The sense of solidarity counts for 
much in one’s contentment, but the sense of winning one’s game counts for 
more; and in London, in 1898, the scene was singularly interesting to the last 
survivor of the Legation of 1861. He thought himself perhaps the only person 
living who could get full enjoyment of the drama. He carried every scene of it, in 
a century and a half since the Stamp Act, quite alive in his mind—all the 
interminable disputes of his disputatious ancestors as far back as the year 
1750—as well as his own insignificance in the Civil War, every step in which 
had the object of bringing England into an American system. For this they had 
written libraries of argument and remonstrance, and had piled war on war, 
losing their tempers for life, and souring the gentle and patient Puritan nature of 
their descendants, until even their private secretaries at times used language 
almost intemperate; and suddenly, by pure chance, the blessing fell on Hay. 
After two hundred years of stupid and greedy blundering, which no argument 
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counts: (adj) details, particulars, items.
disputatious: (adj, v) controversial, 

contentious; (adj) quarrelsome, 
disputative, litigious, pugnacious, 
polemical, disagreeable; (v) polemic, 
gladiatorial; (n) termagant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable, 
peaceful. 

insignificance: (n) unimportance, 
insignificancy, indifference, 
immateriality, inconsiderableness, 
slightness, smallness, meanness,  

littleness, futility, inconsequentiality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, 
importance, gravity, appropriateness, 
value, fame. 

intemperate: (adj) inordinate, 
immoderate, dissipated, unbridled, 
extreme, disorderly, inclement, 
unruly, wild, undue, violent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, temperate, 
moderate. 

interminable: (adj) endless, eternal, 
incessant, infinite, illimitable,  

immeasurable, unending, ceaseless, 
timeless, continual, unlimited. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, finite, 
intermittent, sporadic, concise. 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous. 

remonstrance: (n) protest, 
expostulation, objection, dissuasion, 
censure, remonstration, 
reprehension, admonition, 
monstrance, mediation, dehortation. 

souring: (n) acidification, ageing. 
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and no violence affected, the people of England learned their lesson just at the 
moment when Hay would otherwise have faced a flood of the old anxieties. Hay 
himself scarcely knew how grateful he should be, for to him the change came 
almost of course. He saw only the necessary stages that had led to it, and to him 
they seemed natural; but to Adams, still living in the atmosphere of Palmerston 
and John Russell, the sudden appearance of Germany as the grizzly terror which, 
in twenty years effected what Adamses had tried for two hundred in vain—
frightened England into America’s arms—seemed as melodramatic as any plot 
of Napoleon the Great. He could feel only the sense of satisfaction at seeing the 
diplomatic triumph of all his family, since the breed existed, at last realized 
under his own eyes for the advantage of his oldest and closest ally.%

This was history, not education, yet it taught something exceedingly serious, 
if not ultimate, could one trust the lesson. For the first time in his life, he felt a 
sense of possible purpose working itself out in history. Probably no one else on 
this earthly planet—not even Hay—could have come out on precisely such 
extreme personal satisfaction, but as he sat at Hay’s table, listening to any 
member of the British Cabinet, for all were alike now, discuss the Philippines as a 
question of balance of power in the East, he could see that the family work of a 
hundred and fifty years fell at once into the grand perspective of true empire-
building, which Hay’s work set off with artistic skill. The roughness of the 
archaic foundations looked stronger and larger in scale for the refinement and 
certainty of the arcade. In the long list of famous American Ministers in London, 
none could have given the work quite the completeness, the harmony, the 
perfect ease of Hay. 

Never before had Adams been able to discern the working of law in history, 
which was the reason of his failure in teaching it, for chaos cannot be taught; but 
he thought he had a personal property by inheritance in this proof of sequence 
and intelligence in the affairs of man—a property which no one else had right to 
dispute; and this personal triumph left him a little cold towards the other 
diplomatic results of the war. He knew that Porto Rico must be taken, but he 
would have been glad to escape the Philippines. Apart from too intimate an 
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arcade: (n) colonnade, arch, portico, 
piazza, arc, construction, bow, 
horseshoe, crane neck, vault, loop. 

completeness: (n) thoroughness, 
entirety, fullness, entireness, unity, 
integrality, plenitude, 
comprehensiveness, perfection, 
totality, wholeness. ANTONYM: (n) 
incompleteness. 

earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) carnal, 
worldly, conceivable, human, geotic, 
secular, terrene, temporal, telluric,  

sublunary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, divine, ethereal, immortal, 
impossible, improbable, 
inconceivable, celestial. 

grizzly: (adj) grey, gray, grizzled, 
greyish, ashen, grayish, dull, hoary, 
leaden; (n) grizzly bear, silvertip. 

melodramatic: (adj) theatrical, 
histrionic, sensational, exaggerated, 
overemotional, affected, buskined, 
comic, farcical, melodramatics, 
operatic. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm,  

natural, quiet, restrained. 
plot: (n, v) plan, intrigue, cabal, plat, 

scheme, design, chart; (n) lot, patch, 
graph; (v) conspire. 

roughness: (n) harshness, asperity, 
crudeness, hoarseness, rigor, 
unevenness, disorderliness, 
gruffness, huskiness, inclemency, 
crudity. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
complexity, gentleness, mildness, 
evenness, exactness, friendliness, 
orderliness, grace, lenience. 
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acquaintance with the value of islands in the South Seas, he knew the West 
Indies well enough to be assured that, whatever the American people might 
think or say about it, they would sooner or later have to police those islands, not 
against Europe, but for Europe, and America too. Education on the outskirts of 
civilized life teaches not very much, but it taught this; and one felt no call to 
shoulder the load of archipelagoes in the antipodes when one was trying 
painfully to pluck up courage to face the labor of shouldering archipelagoes at 
home. The country decided otherwise, and one acquiesced readily enough since 
the matter concerned only the public willingness to carry loads; in London, the 
balance of power in the East came alone into discussion; and in every point of 
view one had as much reason to be gratified with the result as though one had 
shared in the danger, instead of being vigorously employed in looking on from a 
great distance. After all, friends had done the work, if not one’s self, and he too 
serves a certain purpose who only stands and cheers.%

In June, at the crisis of interest, the Camerons came over, and took the fine 
old house of Surrenden Dering in Kent which they made a sort of country house 
to the Embassy. Kent has charms rivalling those of Shropshire, and, even 
compared with the many beautiful places scattered along the Welsh border, few 
are nobler or more genial than Surrenden with its unbroken descent from the 
Saxons, its avenues, its terraces, its deer-park, its large repose on the Kentish 
hillside, and its broad outlook over whet was once the forest of Anderida. Filled 
with a constant stream of guests, the house seemed to wait for the chance to 
show its charms to the American, with whose activity the whole world was 
resounding; and never since the battle of Hastings could the little telegraph 
office of the Kentish village have done such work. There, on a hot July 4, 1898, to 
an expectant group under the shady trees, came the telegram announcing the 
destruction of the Spanish Armada, as it might have come to Queen Elizabeth in 
1588; and there, later in the season, came the order summoning Hay to the State 
Department. 

Hay had no wish to be Secretary of State. He much preferred to remain 
Ambassador, and his friends were quite as cold about it as he. No one knew so 
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antipodes: (n) foreign parts, ne plus 
ultra, ultima Thule. 

hillside: (n) acclivity, slope, bank, 
declivity, hill, gradient, hill-side, 
mountain waist, the area half way up 
a mountain, mountainside, side. 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge. 

resounding: (adj) booming, ringing,  

reverberating, loud, rolling, vibrant, 
emphatic, resonating, reverberant; (v) 
resound; (adv) resoundingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
marginal. 

shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 
doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, 
trustworthy, bright, reputable, 
aboveboard. 

shouldering: (n) assumption. 

summoning: (n) induction, 
conjuration, conjuring, conjury, 
demand, elicitation, adjuration, 
exhortation. 

vigorously: (adv) smartly, strongly, 
energetically, mightily, forcefully, 
heartily, actively, robustly, freshly, 
vehemently, ardently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lifelessly, wearily, passively, 
languorously, slowly, submissively, 
weakly, impassively, gently, 
lethargically. 
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well what sort of strain falls on Secretaries of State, or how little strength he had 
in reserve against it. Even at Surrenden he showed none too much endurance, 
and he would gladly have found a valid excuse for refusing. The discussion on 
both sides was earnest, but the decided voice of the conclave was that, though if 
he were a mere office-seeker he might certainly decline promotion, if he were a 
member of the Government he could not. No serious statesman could accept a 
favor and refuse a service. Doubtless he might refuse, but in that case he must 
resign. The amusement of making Presidents has keen fascination for idle 
American hands, but these black arts have the old drawback of all deviltry; one 
must serve the spirit one evokes, even though the service were perdition to body 
and soul. For him, no doubt, the service, though hard, might bring some share of 
profit, but for the friends who gave this unselfish decision, all would prove loss. 
For one, Adams on that subject had become a little daft. No one in his experience 
had ever passed unscathed through that malarious marsh. In his fancy, office 
was poison; it killed—body and soul—physically and socially. Office was more 
poisonous than priestcraft or pedagogy in proportion as it held more power; but 
the poison he complained of was not ambition; he shared none of Cardinal 
Wolsey’s belated penitence for that healthy stimulant, as he had shared none of 
the fruits; his poison was that of the will—the distortion of sight—the warping of 
mind—the degradation of tissue—the coarsening of taste—the narrowing of 
sympathy to the emotions of a caged rat. Hay needed no office in order to wield 
influence. For him, influence lay about the streets, waiting for him to stoop to it; 
he enjoyed more than enough power without office; no one of his position, 
wealth, and political experience, living at the centre of politics in contact with the 
active party managers, could escape influence. His only ambition was to escape 
annoyance, and no one knew better than he that, at sixty years of age, sensitive to 
physical strain, still more sensitive to brutality, vindictiveness, or betrayal, he 
took office at cost of life.%

Neither he nor any of the Surrenden circle made presence of gladness at the 
new dignity for, with all his gaiety of manner and lightness of wit, he took dark 
views of himself, none the lighter for their humor, and his obedience to the 
President’s order was the gloomiest acquiescence he had ever smiled. Adams 
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caged: (adj) jailed, imprisoned, 
incarcerated, confined, enslaved, in 
prison, behind bars, restrained, 
trapped, locked up. 

deviltry: (n) devilment, devilry, 
rascality, blaze, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, misbehavior, misbehaviour, 
wickedness, misdeed. 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n)  

unhappiness, dismay, displeasure. 
malarious: (adj) malarial, malarian. 
perdition: (adj, n) downfall, fall, ruin; 

(n) hell, inferno, infernal region, 
nether region, deperdition, bane, 
destruction, overthrow. ANTONYM: 
(n) heaven. 

priestcraft: (n) intrigue, odium 
theologicum, craft, machination, 
craftsmanship. 

stimulant: (n) incentive, excitant, 
goad, spur, impetus, stimulus, fillip, 

stimulation, tonic; (adj) stimulative, 
stimulating. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deterrent, sedative. 

vindictiveness: (n) rancor, revenge, 
malice, spite, unkindness, nastiness, 
spitefulness, meanness, malignity, 
malevolence, implacability. 

warping: (n) warp, distortion, 
deformation, warpage, buckling, 
deflection, buckling of the 
compression flange, beaming, buckle, 
upthrust. 

 

  



Henry Adams 353

took dark views, too, not so much on Hay’s account as on his own, for, while 
Hay had at least the honors of office, his friends would share only the ennuis of 
it; but, as usual with Hay, nothing was gained by taking such matters solemnly, 
and old habits of the Civil War left their mark of military drill on every one who 
lived through it. He shouldered his pack and started for home. Adams had no 
mind to lose his friend without a struggle, though he had never known such sort 
of struggle to avail. The chance was desperate, but he could not afford to throw it 
away; so, as soon as the Surrenden establishment broke up, on October 17, he 
prepared for return home, and on November 13, none too gladly, found himself 
again gazing into La Fayette Square.%

He had made another false start and lost two years more of education; nor 
had he excuse; for, this time, neither politics nor society drew him away from his 
trail. He had nothing to do with Hay’s politics at home or abroad, and never 
affected agreement with his views or his methods, nor did Hay care whether his 
friends agreed or disagreed. They all united in trying to help each other to get 
along the best way they could, and all they tried to save was the personal 
relation. Even there, Adams would have been beaten had he not been helped by 
Mrs. Hay, who saw the necessity of distraction, and led her husband into the 
habit of stopping every afternoon to take his friend off for an hour’s walk, 
followed by a cup of tea with Mrs. Hay afterwards, and a chat with any one who 
called. 

For the moment, therefore, the situation was saved, at least in outward 
appearance, and Adams could go back to his own pursuits which were slowly 
taking a direction. Perhaps they had no right to be called pursuits, for in truth 
one consciously pursued nothing, but drifted as attraction offered itself. The 
short session broke up the Washington circle, so that, on March 22, Adams was 
able to sail with the Lodges for Europe and to pass April in Sicily and Rome. 

With the Lodges, education always began afresh. Forty years had left little of 
the Palermo that Garibaldi had shown to the boy of 1860, but Sicily in all ages 
seems to have taught only catastrophe and violence, running riot on that theme 
ever since Ulysses began its study on the eye of Cyclops. For a lesson in anarchy, 
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afresh: (adv) again, newly, over again, 
new, once again, freshly, once more, 
often; (adj) the other day, just now, 
only yesterday. 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness. 

consciously: (adv) deliberately, 
intentionally, purposely, 
premeditatedly, sentiently, wittingly, 

studiedly, awarely, on purpose, 
willfully, purposefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) accidentally, 
unconsciously, unintentionally. 

distraction: (adj, n) desperation, 
raving; (n) beguilement, pastime, 
diversion, confusion, entertainment, 
disturbance, daze, recreation; (adj) 
madness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fascination, attentiveness, attention, 
noninterference, calmness, 
concentration. 

drill: (n, v) practice, discipline; (v) 
bore, coach, pierce, train, tap, 
educate; (n) auger, rehearsal, borer. 

gazing: (adj) fixed. 
pursuits: (n) diversion, duties. 
riot: (n, v) revolt, mutiny; (adj, n) 

disturbance, tumult, hubbub; (n) 
insurrection, sedition, commotion, 
disorder, rebellion; (v) rebel. 

saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
rescued, blessed. 

 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 354

without a shade of sequence, Sicily stands alone and defies evolution. Syracuse 
teaches more than Rome. Yet even Rome was not mute, and the church of Ara 
Coeli seemed more and more to draw all the threads of thought to a centre, for 
every new journey led back to its steps—Karnak, Ephesus, Delphi, Mycencae, 
Constantinople, Syracuse—all lying on the road to the Capitol. What they had to 
bring by way of intellectual riches could not yet be discerned, but they carried 
camel-loads of moral; and New York sent most of all, for, in forty years, America 
had made so vast a stride to empire that the world of 1860 stood already on a 
distant horizon somewhere on the same plane with the republic of Brutus and 
Cato, while schoolboys read of Abraham Lincoln as they did of Julius Caesar. 
Vast swarms of Americans knew the Civil War only by school history, as they 
knew the story of Cromwell or Cicero, and were as familiar with political 
assassination as though they had lived under Nero. The climax of empire could 
be seen approaching, year after year, as though Sulla were a President or 
McKinley a Consul.%

Nothing annoyed Americans more than to be told this simple and obvious—
in no way unpleasant—truth; therefore one sat silent as ever on the Capitol; but, 
by way of completing the lesson, the Lodges added a pilgrimage to Assisi and an 
interview with St. Francis, whose solution of historical riddles seemed the most 
satisfactory—or sufficient—ever offered; worth fully forty years’ more study, 
and better worth it than Gibbon himself, or even St. Augustine, St. Ambrose, or 
St. Jerome. The most bewildering effect of all these fresh cross-lights on the old 
Assistant Professor of 1874 was due to the astonishing contrast between what he 
had taught then and what he found himself confusedly trying to learn five-and-
twenty years afterwards—between the twelfth century of his thirtieth and that of 
his sixtieth years. At Harvard College, weary of spirit in the wastes of Anglo-
Saxon law, he had occasionally given way to outbursts of derision at shedding 
his life-blood for the sublime truths of Sac and Soc:— 
 

HIC JACET  
HOMUNCULUS SCRIPTOR  
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assassination: (n, v) murder, 
manslaughter; (n) killing, massacre, 
defamation, obloquy, calumny, 
traducement, slaying, carnage; (v) 
trucidation. 

climax: (n, v) peak, crown; (n) top, 
zenith, culmination, acme, height, 
summit, pinnacle, meridian; (adj, n) 
orgasm. ANTONYMS: (v) dip, drop, 
delve; (n) low, nadir, bathos, 
anticlimax, comedown, base, trough, 
prelude. 

confusedly: (adv) obscurely, 
disorderedly, perplexedly, cloudily, 
dazedly, befuddledly, muddily, 
bemusedly, dizzily, bewilderedly, 
puzzledly. 

homunculus: (n) dwarf, manikin, 
mannikin, Lilliputian, atomy, midget, 
pygmy, form, fashion model, 
dapperling. 

mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, 
dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, 
dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) quiet, 

dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) talkative, 
speaking, spoken; (v) amplify. 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking. 

stands: (n) bleachers, stood, 
grandstand, standing, stop, covered 
stand, standpoint, stall, sales booth, 
reviewing stand, rack. 

syracuse: (n) Siracusa. 
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DOCTOR BARBARICUS  
HENRICUS ADAMS  

ADAE FILIUS ET EVAE  
PRIMO EXPLICUIT   

SOCNAM 
 

The Latin was as twelfth-century as the law, and he meant as satire the claim 
that he had been first to explain the legal meaning of Sac and Soc, although any 
German professor would have scorned it as a shameless and presumptuous bid 
for immortality; but the whole point of view had vanished in 1900. Not he, but 
Sir Henry Maine and Rudolph Sohm, were the parents or creators of Sac and Soc. 
Convinced that the clue of religion led to nothing, and that politics led to chaos, 
one had turned to the law, as one’s scholars turned to the Law School, because 
one could see no other path to a profession.%

The law had proved as futile as politics or religion, or any other single thread 
spun by the human spider; it offered no more continuity than architecture or 
coinage, and no more force of its own. St. Francis expressed supreme contempt 
for them all, and solved the whole problem by rejecting it altogether. Adams 
returned to Paris with a broken and contrite spirit, prepared to admit that his life 
had no meaning, and conscious that in any case it no longer mattered. He passed 
a summer of solitude contrasting sadly with the last at Surrenden; but the 
solitude did what the society did not—it forced and drove him into the study of 
his ignorance in silence. Here at last he entered the practice of his final 
profession. Hunted by ennui, he could no longer escape, and, by way of a 
summer school, he began a methodical survey—a triangulation—of the twelfth 
century. The pursuit had a singular French charm which France had long lost—a 
calmness, lucidity, simplicity of expression, vigor of action, complexity of local 
color, that made Paris flat. In the long summer days one found a sort of saturated 
green pleasure in the forests, and gray infinity of rest in the little twelfth-century 
churches that lined them, as unassuming as their own mosses, and as sure of 
their purpose as their round arches; but churches were many and summer was 
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calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, 
nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, 
unrest, intensity, discomposure, 
bustle, annoyance, noise. 

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, dreary; 
(adj, v) repentant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrepentant, indifferent, hurtful,  

mean, proud, unremorseful. 
lucidity: (n) clearness, perspicuity, 

limpidity, explicitness, pellucidity, 
distinctness, understandability, 
saneness, perspicuousness, lucidness; 
(adj, n) rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ambiguity, obscureness, unclearness, 
inconsistency. 

presumptuous: (adj) arrogant, 
audacious, forward, assuming, 
insolent, impertinent, assumptive, 
familiar, haughty, proud; (adj, n)  

bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
shy, timid, humble, modest. 

primo: (adj) special, primary, unique, 
remarkable, outstanding, leading, 
foremost, fantastic, fabulous, 
extraordinary; (adv) first off. 

scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
neglected, contemptuous, despicable, 
insolent, undesirable, unloved, 
unpopular, mean. 

spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve. 
 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 356

short, so that he was at last driven back to the quays and photographs. For weeks 
he lived in silence.%

His solitude was broken in November by the chance arrival of John La Farge. 
At that moment, contact with La Farge had a new value. Of all the men who had 
deeply affected their friends since 1850 John La Farge was certainly the foremost, 
and for Henry Adams, who had sat at his feet since 1872, the question how much 
he owed to La Farge could be answered only by admitting that he had no 
standard to measure it by. Of all his friends La Farge alone owned a mind 
complex enough to contrast against the commonplaces of American uniformity, 
and in the process had vastly perplexed most Americans who came in contact 
with it. The American mind—the Bostonian as well as the Southern or Western—
likes to walk straight up to its object, and assert or deny something that it takes 
for a fact; it has a conventional approach, a conventional analysis, and a 
conventional conclusion, as well as a conventional expression, all the time loudly 
asserting its unconventionality. The most disconcerting trait of John La Farge 
was his reversal of the process. His approach was quiet and indirect; he moved 
round an object, and never separated it from its surroundings; he prided himself 
on faithfulness to tradition and convention; he was never abrupt and abhorred 
dispute. His manners and attitude towards the universe were the same, whether 
tossing in the middle of the Pacific Ocean sketching the trade-wind from a 
whale-boat in the blast of sea-sickness, or drinking the cha-no-yu in the formal 
rites of Japan, or sipping his cocoanut cup of kava in the ceremonial of Samoan 
chiefs, or reflecting under the sacred bo-tree at Anaradjpura. 

One was never quite sure of his whole meaning until too late to respond, for 
he had no difficulty in carrying different shades of contradiction in his mind. As 
he said of his friend Okakura, his thought ran as a stream runs through grass, 
hidden perhaps but always there; and one felt often uncertain in what direction it 
flowed, for even a contradiction was to him only a shade of difference, a 
complementary color, about which no intelligent artist would dispute. 
Constantly he repulsed argument: “Adams, you reason too much!” was one of 
his standing reproaches even in the mild discussion of rice and mangoes in the 
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abrupt: (adj) sudden, brusque, sharp, 
precipitous, steep, instantaneous, 
unexpected, swift, instant, hasty; (n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
gradual, rambling, gracious, 
courteous, polite, anticipated, kind, 
calm, protracted, deliberate. 

asserting: (v) affirm; (adj) declaratory, 
declarative, evidentiary; (n) assertion.

ceremonial: (n) ceremony, observance, 
rite, service, liturgy, formality, 
etiquette, observation; (adj) formal,  

solemn, official. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unstructured, relaxed, casual. 

cocoanut: (n) coco, cocoa-nut, coconut 
palm, coco palm, cocoa palm. 

faithfulness: (n) devotion, constancy, 
allegiance, truth, accuracy, loyalty, 
dedication, faith, exactness, 
adherence; (adj, n) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, inaccuracy, 
dishonesty, disobedience, 
wickedness, indifference. 

kava: (n) intoxicant, inebriant, drink, 
alcoholic beverage, alcohol. 

rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 
religion. 

shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses. 

sipping: (n) imbibing, imbibition; (adj) 
libant. 

sketching: (n) art, cartographic 
sketching. 
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warm night of Tahiti dinners. He should have blamed Adams for being born in 
Boston. The mind resorts to reason for want of training, and Adams had never 
met a perfectly trained mind.%

To La Farge, eccentricity meant convention; a mind really eccentric never 
betrayed it. True eccentricity was a tone—a shade—a nuance—and the finer the 
tone, the truer the eccentricity. Of course all artists hold more or less the same 
point of view in their art, but few carry it into daily life, and often the contrast is 
excessive between their art and their talk. One evening Humphreys Johnston, 
who was devoted to La Farge, asked him to meet Whistler at dinner. La Farge 
was ill—more ill than usual even for him—but he admired and liked Whistler, 
and insisted on going. By chance, Adams was so placed as to overhear the 
conversation of both, and had no choice but to hear that of Whistler, which 
engrossed the table. At that moment the Boer War was raging, and, as every one 
knows, on that subject Whistler raged worse than the Boers. For two hours he 
declaimed against England—witty, declamatory, extravagant, bitter, amusing, 
and noisy; but in substance what he said was not merely commonplace—it was 
true! That is to say, his hearers, including Adams and, as far as he knew, La 
Farge, agreed with it all, and mostly as a matter of course; yet La Farge was 
silent, and this difference of expression was a difference of art. Whistler in his art 
carried the sense of nuance and tone far beyond any point reached by La Farge, 
or even attempted; but in talk he showed, above or below his color-instinct, a 
willingness to seem eccentric where no real eccentricity, unless perhaps of 
temper, existed. 

This vehemence, which Whistler never betrayed in his painting, La Farge 
seemed to lavish on his glass. With the relative value of La Farge’s glass in the 
history of glass-decoration, Adams was too ignorant to meddle, and as a rule 
artists were if possible more ignorant than he; but whatever it was, it led him 
back to the twelfth century and to Chartres where La Farge not only felt at home, 
but felt a sort of ownership. No other American had a right there, unless he too 
were a member of the Church and worked in glass. Adams himself was an 
interloper, but long habit led La Farge to resign himself to Adams as one who 
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attempted: (adj) unsuccessful. 
declamatory: (adj) bombastic, orotund, 

turgid, tumid, grandiloquent, 
flowery, swollen, puffy, pompous, 
bloated, fluent. 

engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, 
fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, 
bored, distracted, indifferent, 
unconcerned, uninterested,  

inattentive, carefree. 
meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 

intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard. 

nuance: (n) nicety, hue, subtlety, tinge, 
undertone, refinement, trace, 
meaning, connotation, degree, tone. 
ANTONYM: (n) overtone. 

overhear: (v) catch, eavesdrop, listen, 
overheard, understand, fold up,  

befool, fascinate, entrance, enchant, 
enamour. 

raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, 
wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, 
heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
contained. 

vehemence: (n) force, violence, fury, 
passion, eagerness, strength, 
impetuosity, enthusiasm, fierceness, 
heat, fervor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, meekness, serenity. 
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meant well, though deplorably Bostonian; while Adams, though near sixty years 
old before he knew anything either of glass or of Chartres, asked no better than 
to learn, and only La Farge could help him, for he knew enough at least to see 
that La Farge alone could use glass like a thirteenth-century artist. In Europe the 
art had been dead for centuries, and modern glass was pitiable. Even La Farge 
felt the early glass rather as a document than as a historical emotion, and in 
hundreds of windows at Chartres and Bourges and Paris, Adams knew barely 
one or two that were meant to hold their own against a color-scheme so strong as 
his. In conversation La Farge’s mind was opaline with infinite shades and 
refractions of light, and with color toned down to the finest gradations. In glass it 
was insubordinate; it was renaissance; it asserted his personal force with depth 
and vehemence of tone never before seen. He seemed bent on crushing rivalry.%

Even the gloom of a Paris December at the Elysee Palace Hotel was 
somewhat relieved by this companionship, and education made a step 
backwards towards Chartres, but La Farge’s health became more and more 
alarming, and Adams was glad to get him safely back to New York, January 15, 
1900, while he himself went at once to Washington to find out what had become 
of Hay. Nothing good could be hoped, for Hay’s troubles had begun, and were 
quite as great as he had foreseen. Adams saw as little encouragement as Hay 
himself did, though he dared not say so. He doubted Hay’s endurance, the 
President’s firmness in supporting him, and the loyalty of his party friends; but 
all this worry on Hay’s account fretted him not nearly so much as the Boer War 
did on his own. Here was a problem in his political education that passed all 
experience since the Treason winter of 1860-61! Much to his astonishment, very 
few Americans seemed to share his point of view; their hostility to England 
seemed mere temper; but to Adams the war became almost a personal outrage. 
He had been taught from childhood, even in England, that his forbears and their 
associates in 1776 had settled, once for all, the liberties of the British free colonies, 
and he very strongly objected to being thrown on the defensive again, and forced 
to sit down, a hundred and fifty years after John Adams had begun the task, to 
prove, by appeal to law and fact, that George Washington was not a felon, 
whatever might be the case with George III. For reasons still more personal, he 
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alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal. 

endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) 
stamina, tolerance, courage, 
permanence, continuance, energy, 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, inconsistency, impatience, 
frailty, discontinuation,  

discontinuance, death. 
felon: (n) convict, culprit, crook, 

malefactor, thug, desperado, 
miscreant, offender, hoodlum, 
outlaw; (adj) felonious. 

firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 
determination, resolution, assurance, 
consistency, obstinacy, steadfastness, 
resolve, confidence, courage, 
backbone. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
instability, vacillation, unsteadiness, 
yielding, irresoluteness, droopiness,  

indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 
indecision, leniency. 

forbears: (n) lineage, forefathers. 
insubordinate: (adj) disobedient, 

intractable, unruly, contumacious, 
naughty, indocile, seditious, 
turbulent, wayward, recalcitrant, 
rebellious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
obedient, meek, loyal. 

opaline: (adj) opalescent, iridescent, 
nacreous, milky, pearlescent, pearly, 
chatoyant, changeable, bright. 
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declined peremptorily to entertain question of the felony of John Adams. He felt 
obliged to go even further, and avow the opinion that if at any time England 
should take towards Canada the position she took towards her Boer colonies, the 
United States would be bound, by their record, to interpose, and to insist on the 
application of the principles of 1776. To him the attitude of Mr. Chamberlain and 
his colleagues seemed exceedingly un-American, and terribly embarrassing to 
Hay.%

Trained early, in the stress of civil war, to hold his tongue, and to help make 
the political machine run somehow, since it could never be made to run well, he 
would not bother Hay with theoretical objections which were every day fretting 
him in practical forms. Hay’s chance lay in patience and good-temper till the luck 
should turn, and to him the only object was time; but as political education the 
point seemed vital to Adams, who never liked shutting his eyes or denying an 
evident fact. Practical politics consists in ignoring facts, but education and 
politics are two different and often contradictory things. In this case, the 
contradiction seemed crude. 

With Hay’s politics, at home or abroad, Adams had nothing whatever to do. 
Hay belonged to the New York school, like Abram Hewitt, Evarts, W. C. 
Whitney, Samuel J. Tilden—men who played the game for ambition or 
amusement, and played it, as a rule, much better than the professionals, but 
whose aims were considerably larger than those of the usual player, and who felt 
no great love for the cheap drudgery of the work. In return, the professionals felt 
no great love for them, and set them aside when they could. Only their control of 
money made them inevitable, and even this did not always carry their points. 
The story of Abram Hewitt would offer one type of this statesman series, and 
that of Hay another. President Cleveland set aside the one; President Harrison 
set aside the other. “There is no politics in it,” was his comment on Hay’s 
appointment to office. Hay held a different opinion and turned to McKinley 
whose judgment of men was finer than common in Presidents. Mr. McKinley 
brought to the problem of American government a solution which lay very far 
outside of Henry Adams’s education, but which seemed to be at least practical 
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avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 
protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; (n, 
v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) disavow, 
renounce, refute, disclaim, condemn, 
censure. 

drudgery: (n) toil, work, grind, swink, 
slavery, travail, donkeywork, 
fagging, hammering; (adj, n) hard 
work; (n, v) sweat. ANTONYM: (adj) 
cramped. 

entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear,  

cherish, beguile, admit, 
accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; 
(n, v) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disregard, ignore, banish, forget, tire, 
displease. 

felony: (n) burglary, sin, extortion, 
capture, bribery, delinquency, 
misdeed, fault, misdemeanor, 
misdemeanour, offence. ANTONYM: 
(n) uprightness. 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction,  

exulceration. 
peremptorily: (adv) absolutely, 

positively, imperatively, flatly, 
dogmatically, magisterially, 
commandingly, imperiously, 
authoritatively, decidedly, decisively. 

shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 
closure, ending, finish, mop up, 
culmination, closedown; (adj) 
confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
opening. 
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and American. He undertook to pool interests in a general trust into which every 
interest should be taken, more or less at its own valuation, and whose mass 
should, under his management, create efficiency. He achieved very remarkable 
results. How much they cost was another matter; if the public is ever driven to its 
last resources and the usual remedies of chaos, the result will probably cost 
more.%

Himself a marvellous manager of men, McKinley found several manipulators 
to help him, almost as remarkable as himself, one of whom was Hay; but 
unfortunately Hay’s strength was weakest and his task hardest. At home, 
interests could be easily combined by simply paying their price; but abroad 
whatever helped on one side, hurt him on another. Hay thought England must 
be brought first into the combine; but at that time Germany, Russia, and France 
were all combining against England, and the Boer War helped them. For the 
moment Hay had no ally, abroad or at home, except Pauncefote, and Adams 
always maintained that Pauncefote alone pulled him through. 

Yet the difficulty abroad was far less troublesome than the obstacles at home. 
The Senate had grown more and more unmanageable, even since the time of 
Andrew Johnson, and this was less the fault of the Senate than of the system. “A 
treaty of peace, in any normal state of things,” said Hay, “ought to be ratified 
with unanimity in twenty-four hours. They wasted six weeks in wrangling over 
this one, and ratified it with one vote to spare. We have five or six matters now 
demanding settlement. I can settle them all, honorably and advantageously to 
our own side; and I am assured by leading men in the Senate that not one of 
these treaties, if negotiated, will pass the Senate. I should have a majority in 
every case, but a malcontent third would certainly dish every one of them. To 
such monstrous shape has the original mistake of the Constitution grown in the 
evolution of our politics. You must understand, it is not merely my solution the 
Senate will reject. They will reject, for instance, any treaty, whatever, on any 
subject, with England. I doubt if they would accept any treaty of consequence 
with Russia or Germany. The recalcitrant third would be differently composed, 
but it would be on hand. So that the real duties of a Secretary of State seem to be 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

advantageously: (adv) lucratively, 
expediently, propitiously, positively, 
gainfully, fortunately, conveniently, 
usefully, helpfully, goodly; (adv, v) 
well. ANTONYMS: (adv) negatively, 
inauspiciously, unhelpfully. 

honorably: (adv) nobly, honourably, 
justly, fairly, decently, commendably, 
with honor, heroically, creditably, 
respectably, worthily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disgracefully, dishonorably, 
sinfully, unfairly. 

malcontent: (adj, v) dissatisfied; (n) 
dissatisfaction, discontent, rebel, 
grumbler, croaker, insurgent, 
somebody; (adj) disaffected, 
disgruntled, rebellious. 

monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
heinous, monster, immense, gigantic, 
grievous, ugly, flagitious, dreadful; 
(adj, v) grotesque. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tiny, minute, beautiful, good, small, 
lovely, attractive. 

ratified: (adj) sanctioned, legal,  

canonical, canonic. 
recalcitrant: (adj) defiant, fractious, 

rebellious, intractable, obstinate, 
disobedient, contrary, stubborn, 
naughty, restive, unruly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, docile, 
cooperative. 

wrangling: (n) quarrel, bickering, 
controversy, polemics, discussion, 
haggle, haggling, dispute, strife, 
altercation, jangle. 
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three: to fight claims upon us by other States; to press more or less fraudulent 
claims of our own citizens upon other countries; to find offices for the friends of 
Senators when there are none. Is it worth while—for me—to keep up this useless 
labor?” 

To Adams, who, like Hay, had seen a dozen acquaintances struggling with 
the same enemies, the question had scarcely the interest of a new study. He had 
said all he had to say about it in a dozen or more volumes relating to the politics 
of a hundred years before. To him, the spectacle was so familiar as to be 
humorous. The intrigue was too open to be interesting. The interference of the 
German and Russian legations, and of the Clan-na-Gael, with the press and the 
Senate was innocently undisguised. The charming Russian Minister, Count 
Cassini, the ideal of diplomatic manners and training, let few days pass without 
appealing through the press to the public against the government. The German 
Minister, Von Holleben, more cautiously did the same thing, and of course every 
whisper of theirs was brought instantly to the Department. These three forces, 
acting with the regular opposition and the natural obstructionists, could always 
stop action in the Senate. The fathers had intended to neutralize the energy of 
government and had succeeded, but their machine was never meant to do the 
work of a twenty-million horse-power society in the twentieth century, where 
much work needed to be quickly and efficiently done. The only defence of the 
system was that, as Government did nothing well, it had best do nothing; but the 
Government, in truth, did perfectly well all it was given to do; and even if the 
charge were true, it applied equally to human society altogether, if one chose to 
treat mankind from that point of view. As a matter of mechanics, so much work 
must be done; bad machinery merely added to friction.%

Always unselfish, generous, easy, patient, and loyal, Hay had treated the 
world as something to be taken in block without pulling it to pieces to get rid of 
its defects; he liked it all: he laughed and accepted; he had never known 
unhappiness and would have gladly lived his entire life over again exactly as it 
happened. In the whole New York school, one met a similar dash of humor and 
cynicism more or less pronounced but seldom bitter. Yet even the gayest of 
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chose: (v) choose, opt, decide; (n) 
thing. 

cynicism: (adj, n) mistrust; (n) 
suspicion, irony, skepticism, scorn, 
resentment, pessimism, negative 
attitude, mockery, lack of 
expectation, doubt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
trust, gratification. 

fraudulent: (adj) false, dishonest, 
fallacious, crooked, deceptive, 
corrupt, dishonorable, crafty, 
underhand; (adj, v) bogus,  

counterfeit. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honest, fair, genuine. 

innocently: (adv) innocuously, 
ingenuously, inoffensively, naively, 
purely, simplely, artlessly, 
unsophisticatedly, blamelessly, 
spotlessly, cleanly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) artfully, meaningfully, 
indecently, immorally, illicitly, 
intentionally, knowingly, unkindly, 
suspiciously, offensively, 
deliberately. 

neutralize: (v) counterbalance, 
countervail, neutralise, nullify, offset, 
cancel, undo, annul, negative, 
antagonize, kill. ANTONYMS: (v) 
aggravate, arm, contaminate. 

undisguised: (adj) downright, plain, 
overt, naked, bare, frank, literal, 
obvious, ingenuous, simple, honest. 

whisper: (n, v) murmur, hum, 
mumble, suggestion, hint, inkling; (v) 
breathe, hiss; (n) rustle, trace, breath. 
ANTONYM: (n) information. 
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tempers succumbs at last to constant friction The old friend was rapidly fading. 
The habit remained, but the easy intimacy, the careless gaiety, the casual humor, 
the equality of indifference, were sinking into the routine of office; the mind 
lingered in the Department; the thought failed to react; the wit and humor 
shrank within the blank walls of politics, and the irritations multiplied. To a 
head of bureau, the result seemed ennobling.%

Although, as education, this branch of study was more familiar and older 
than the twelfth century, the task of bringing the two periods into a common 
relation was new. Ignorance required that these political and social and scientific 
values of the twelfth and twentieth centuries should be correlated in some 
relation of movement that could be expressed in mathematics, nor did one care 
in the least that all the world said it could not be done, or that one knew not 
enough mathematics even to figure a formula beyond the schoolboy s = gt2/2. If 
Kepler and Newton could take liberties with the sun and moon, an obscure 
person in a remote wilderness like La Fayette Square could take liberties with 
Congress, and venture to multiply half its attraction into the square of its time. 
He had only to find a value, even infinitesimal, for its attraction at any given 
time. A historical formula that should satisfy the conditions of the stellar 
universe weighed heavily on his mind; but a trifling matter like this was one in 
which he could look for no help from anybody—he could look only for derision 
at best. 

All his associates in history condemned such an attempt as futile and almost 
immoral—certainly hostile to sound historical system. Adams tried it only 
because of its hostility to all that he had taught for history, since he started afresh 
from the new point that, whatever was right, all he had ever taught was wrong. 
He had pursued ignorance thus far with success, and had swept his mind clear of 
knowledge. In beginning again, from the starting-point of Sir Isaac Newton, he 
looked about him in vain for a teacher. Few men in Washington cared to 
overstep the school conventions, and the most distinguished of them, Simon 
Newcomb, was too sound a mathematician to treat such a scheme seriously. The 
greatest of Americans, judged by his rank in science, Willard Gibbs, never came 
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careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, prudent, 
meticulous, thoughtful, diligent, 
attentive, thorough, wary, guarded, 
methodical, strict. 

correlated: (adj) correlative, linked, 
correlate, connected, associated, 
applied, simultaneous, relevant, 
concurrent. ANTONYM: (adj)  

disparate. 
infinitesimal: (adj) microscopic, tiny, 

insignificant, little, evanescent, 
atomic, minuscule, inappreciable, 
negligible, fractional, imperceptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gigantic, 
enormous, huge, immeasurable. 

multiplied: (adj) many, multitudinous, 
teeming, peopled, populous, 
studded, thick, increased, frequent; 
(v) absorb, acquisition. 

multiply: (v) expand, increase,  

propagate, breed, augment, 
duplicate, proliferate, procreate, 
reproduce, calculate, extend. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) singly; (v) divide, 
diminish, reduce, estimate, dwindle. 

overstep: (v) encroach, surpass, 
transcend, trespass, overrun, 
overpass, overleap, overtake, 
transgress, pass, go past. 

stellar: (adj) astral, major, leading, 
main, chief, star, sidereal, cardinal, 
principal, prima, primary. 
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to Washington, and Adams never enjoyed a chance to meet him. After Gibbs, one 
of the most distinguished was Langley, of the Smithsonian, who was more 
accessible, to whom Adams had been much in the habit of turning whenever he 
wanted an outlet for his vast reservoirs of ignorance. Langley listened with 
outward patience to his disputatious questionings; but he too nourished a 
scientific passion for doubt, and sentimental attachment for its avowal. He had 
the physicist’s heinous fault of professing to know nothing between flashes of 
intense perception. Like so many other great observers, Langley was not a 
mathematician, and like most physicists, he believed in physics. Rigidly denying 
himself the amusement of philosophy, which consists chiefly in suggesting 
unintelligible answers to insoluble problems, he still knew the problems, and 
liked to wander past them in a courteous temper, even bowing to them distantly 
as though recognizing their existence, while doubting their respectability. He 
generously let others doubt what he felt obliged to affirm; and early put into 
Adams’s hands the “Concepts of Modern Science,” a volume by Judge Stallo, 
which had been treated for a dozen years by the schools with a conspiracy of 
silence such as inevitably meets every revolutionary work that upsets the stock 
and machinery of instruction. Adams read and failed to understand; then he 
asked questions and failed to get answers.%

Probably this was education. Perhaps it was the only scientific education 
open to a student sixty-odd years old, who asked to be as ignorant as an 
astronomer. For him the details of science meant nothing: he wanted to know its 
mass. Solar heat was not enough, or was too much. Kinetic atoms led only to 
motion; never to direction or progress. History had no use for multiplicity; it 
needed unity; it could study only motion, direction, attraction, relation. 
Everything must be made to move together; one must seek new worlds to 
measure; and so, like Rasselas, Adams set out once more, and found himself on 
May 12 settled in rooms at the very door of the Trocadero. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astronomer: (n) stargazer, physicist, 
Galilean, Ptolemaic, Celsius, 
cosmologist, uranologist, muller, hall, 
Herschel, astrophysicist. 

atoms: (n) smithereens, Smither. 
doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, 

disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, 
skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, wary, 
doubts, distrusting. ANTONYM: 
(adj) credulous. 

heinous: (adj) atrocious, grievous, evil, 
wicked, flagrant, flagitious,  

monstrous, hateful; (adj, v) gross, 
nefarious, infamous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) good. 

respectability: (n) reputation, 
propriety, reputability, decorum, 
honesty, honourableness, gentility, 
dignity, repute, politeness; (adj) 
respectableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
decadence, indecency, immorality. 

rigidly: (adv) severely, sternly, strictly, 
firmly, stringently, unbendingly, 
rigorously, uncompromisingly,  

stubbornly, unyieldingly, strongly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) loosely, 
amenably. 

unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious. 
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CHAPTER  % XXV  

 
THE  DYNAMO  AND  TH E  V I RG IN  ( 1900 )  

 
 

UNTIL the Great Exposition of 1900 closed its doors in November, Adams 
haunted it, aching to absorb knowledge, and helpless to find it. He would have 
liked to know how much of it could have been grasped by the best-informed 
man in the world. While he was thus meditating chaos, Langley came by, and 
showed it to him. At Langley’s behest, the Exhibition dropped its superfluous 
rags and stripped itself to the skin, for Langley knew what to study, and why, 
and how; while Adams might as well have stood outside in the night, staring at 
the Milky Way. Yet Langley said nothing new, and taught nothing that one 
might not have learned from Lord Bacon, three hundred years before; but 
though one should have known the “Advancement of Science” as well as one 
knew the “Comedy of Errors,” the literary knowledge counted for nothing until 
some teacher should show how to apply it. Bacon took a vast deal of trouble in 
teaching King James I and his subjects, American or other, towards the year 1620, 
that true science was the development or economy of forces; yet an elderly 
American in 1900 knew neither the formula nor the forces; or even so much as to 
say to himself that his historical business in the Exposition concerned only the 
economies or developments of force since 1893, when he began the study at 
Chicago. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

absorb: (v) drink, consume, imbibe, 
engross, swallow, assimilate, engage, 
take in, occupy, suck, merge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) emit, repel, exude, 
confuse, discharge, disperse, 
dissipate, distract, divert, spew, 
sidetrack. 

bacon: (n) Francis bacon, statesman, 
solon, philosopher, lard, gammon, 
livelihood, pay, middlings, Roger 
bacon, salary. 

behest: (n) command, dictate, order,  

bidding, dictum, ordinance, hest, fiat, 
charge, mandate, injunction. 

chaos: (n) disarray, jumble, maze, 
mess, muddle, clutter, uproar, 
disorder, bedlam, pandemonium, 
mix-up. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, 
orderliness, regulation, regularity, 
organization, tranquility, serenity, 
neatness, calm. 

formula: (n) form, law, expression, 
method, formality, convention, rule, 
principle, canon, fashion, figure. 

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned. 

meditating: (n) conception. 
rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 

sweepings, trash, waste; (n) clothing, 
tatter, orts, odds and ends, dress. 

stripped: (adj) naked, nude, exposed, 
fleeced, undressed, unclothed, stark, 
desolate, denuded, bald, stript. 
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Nothing in education is so astonishing as the amount of ignorance it 
accumulates in the form of inert facts. Adams had looked at most of the 
accumulations of art in the storehouses called Art Museums; yet he did not know 
how to look at the art exhibits of 1900. He had studied Karl Marx and his 
doctrines of history with profound attention, yet he could not apply them at 
Paris. Langley, with the ease of a great master of experiment, threw out of the 
field every exhibit that did not reveal a new application of force, and naturally 
threw out, to begin with, almost the whole art exhibit. Equally, he ignored almost 
the whole industrial exhibit. He led his pupil directly to the forces. His chief 
interest was in new motors to make his airship feasible, and he taught Adams 
the astonishing complexities of the new Daimler motor, and of the automobile, 
which, since 1893, had become a nightmare at a hundred kilometres an hour, 
almost as destructive as the electric tram which was only ten years older; and 
threatening to become as terrible as the locomotive steam-engine itself, which 
was almost exactly Adams’s own age.%

Then he showed his scholar the great hall of dynamos, and explained how 
little he knew about electricity or force of any kind, even of his own special sun, 
which spouted heat in inconceivable volume, but which, as far as he knew, 
might spout less or more, at any time, for all the certainty he felt in it. To him, the 
dynamo itself was but an ingenious channel for conveying somewhere the heat 
latent in a few tons of poor coal hidden in a dirty engine-house carefully kept out 
of sight; but to Adams the dynamo became a symbol of infinity. As he grew 
accustomed to the great gallery of machines, he began to feel the forty-foot 
dynamos as a moral force, much as the early Christians felt the Cross. The planet 
itself seemed less impressive, in its old-fashioned, deliberate, annual or daily 
revolution, than this huge wheel, revolving within arm’s length at some 
vertiginous speed, and barely murmuring—scarcely humming an audible 
warning to stand a hair’s-breadth further for respect of power—while it would 
not wake the baby lying close against its frame. Before the end, one began to pray 
to it; inherited instinct taught the natural expression of man before silent and 
infinite force. Among the thousand symbols of ultimate energy the dynamo was 
not so human as some, but it was the most expressive. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

airship: (n) dirigible, zeppelin, 
balloon, aeroplane, airplane, sausage, 
plane. 

automobile: (n) auto, motor vehicle, 
bus, machine, vehicle, jalopy, sports 
car, cab, motorcar, motor car, 
ambulance. 

conveying: (n) conveyance, delivery, 
conveyancing, conveyance of title, 
transference, transmission, convey, 
transmit, assigning, transfer, 
delegation. 

humming: (adj) droning, zippy, 
reeking, bustling, grunting, stinking; 
(n) buzzing, vocalizing, sound, 
murmur, growling. 

infinity: (n) infinite, immensity, 
infiniteness, infinitude, 
boundlessness, immutability, glory, 
greatness, holiness, forever, 
perpetuity. ANTONYM: (n) 
limitedness. 

revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, 
vertiginous, rotary, gyratory,  

wheeling, rotative, rotatory, 
rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve. 

spout: (n, v) jet, spurt, squirt, spirt, 
outlet; (v) gush, burst; (n) nozzle, 
pipe, nose, flow. 

tons: (n) loads, heaps, lots, scads, 
scores, stacks, slews, dozens, many, 
gobs, lashings. 

vertiginous: (adj) giddy, rotary, 
gyratory, lightheaded, rabid, wild, 
woozy, thoughtless, confused; (v) 
circumrotatory, trochilic. 
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Yet the dynamo, next to the steam-engine, was the most familiar of exhibits. 
For Adams’s objects its value lay chiefly in its occult mechanism. Between the 
dynamo in the gallery of machines and the engine-house outside, the break of 
continuity amounted to abysmal fracture for a historian’s objects. No more 
relation could he discover between the steam and the electric current than 
between the Cross and the cathedral. The forces were interchangeable if not 
reversible, but he could see only an absolute fiat in electricity as in faith. Langley 
could not help him. Indeed, Langley seemed to be worried by the same trouble, 
for he constantly repeated that the new forces were anarchical, and especially 
that he was not responsible for the new rays, that were little short of parricidal in 
their wicked spirit towards science. His own rays, with which he had doubled 
the solar spectrum, were altogether harmless and beneficent; but Radium denied 
its God—or, what was to Langley the same thing, denied the truths of his 
Science. The force was wholly new.%

A historian who asked only to learn enough to be as futile as Langley or 
Kelvin, made rapid progress under this teaching, and mixed himself up in the 
tangle of ideas until he achieved a sort of Paradise of ignorance vastly consoling 
to his fatigued senses. He wrapped himself in vibrations and rays which were 
new, and he would have hugged Marconi and Branly had he met them, as he 
hugged the dynamo; while he lost his arithmetic in trying to figure out the 
equation between the discoveries and the economies of force. The economies, like 
the discoveries, were absolute, supersensual, occult; incapable of expression in 
horse-power. What mathematical equivalent could he suggest as the value of a 
Branly coherer? Frozen air, or the electric furnace, had some scale of 
measurement, no doubt, if somebody could invent a thermometer adequate to 
the purpose; but X-rays had played no part whatever in man’s consciousness, 
and the atom itself had figured only as a fiction of thought. In these seven years 
man had translated himself into a new universe which had no common scale of 
measurement with the old. He had entered a supersensual world, in which he 
could measure nothing except by chance collisions of movements imperceptible 
to his senses, perhaps even imperceptible to his instruments, but perceptible to 
each other, and so to some known ray at the end of the scale. Langley seemed 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abysmal: (adj) abyssal, appalling, 
unfathomable, terrible, dreadful, 
immeasurable, profound, awful, 
horrible, unending, frightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) exceptional, 
fathomable, finite, limited, 
measurable, wonderful, great, 
superb. 

anarchical: (adj) lawless, anarchistic, 
anarchist, uncontrolled, insurgent, 
chaotic, anarchal. 

beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind,  

philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly.

consoling: (adj) consolatory, cheering, 
encouraging, grateful, reassuring, 
soothing, calming; (n) 
encouragement. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upsetting. 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert,  

lively, energized, energetic. 
occult: (adj) hidden, obscure, 

mysterious, cryptic, cryptical, dark, 
esoteric, magical, unseen, 
confidential; (adj, n, v) secret. 

parricidal: (adj) patricidal. 
thermometer: (n) thermocouple, 

thermograph, telethermometer, 
cryometer, pyrometer, platinum 
thermometer, heat indicator, gas 
thermometer, candy thermometer; (v) 
heliometer, galvanometer. 
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prepared for anything, even for an indeterminable number of universes 
interfused—physics stark mad in metaphysics.%

Historians undertake to arrange sequences,—called stories, or histories—
assuming in silence a relation of cause and effect. These assumptions, hidden in 
the depths of dusty libraries, have been astounding, but commonly unconscious 
and childlike; so much so, that if any captious critic were to drag them to light, 
historians would probably reply, with one voice, that they had never supposed 
themselves required to know what they were talking about. Adams, for one, had 
toiled in vain to find out what he meant. He had even published a dozen 
volumes of American history for no other purpose than to satisfy himself 
whether, by severest process of stating, with the least possible comment, such 
facts as seemed sure, in such order as seemed rigorously consequent, he could 
fix for a familiar moment a necessary sequence of human movement. The result 
had satisfied him as little as at Harvard College. Where he saw sequence, other 
men saw something quite different, and no one saw the same unit of measure. 
He cared little about his experiments and less about his statesmen, who seemed 
to him quite as ignorant as himself and, as a rule, no more honest; but he insisted 
on a relation of sequence, and if he could not reach it by one method, he would 
try as many methods as science knew. Satisfied that the sequence of men led to 
nothing and that the sequence of their society could lead no further, while the 
mere sequence of time was artificial, and the sequence of thought was chaos, he 
turned at last to the sequence of force; and thus it happened that, after ten years’ 
pursuit, he found himself lying in the Gallery of Machines at the Great 
Exposition of 1900, his historical neck broken by the sudden irruption of forces 
totally new. 

Since no one else showed much concern, an elderly person without other 
cares had no need to betray alarm. The year 1900 was not the first to upset 
schoolmasters. Copernicus and Galileo had broken many professorial necks 
about 1600; Columbus had stood the world on its head towards 1500; but the 
nearest approach to the revolution of 1900 was that of 310, when Constantine set 
up the Cross. The rays that Langley disowned, as well as those which he 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

consequent: (adj) following, ensuing, 
resultant, sequent, resulting, 
successive, succeeding; (n) sequel, 
outcome, upshot; (adj, v) attendant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) original, 
preceding. 

copernicus: (n) Nicolaus Copernicus. 
disowned: (adj) unacknowledged, 

forsaken. 
dusty: (adj) dirty, sandy, mealy, dry, 

unclean, pulverulent, branny, 
uninteresting, vague, psammous;  

(adj, v) sooty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dusted, clean. 

indeterminable: (adj) insolvable, 
irresolvable, indefinite, 
indeterminate, unascertainable, 
incalculable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
determinable. 

irruption: (n) inroad, incursion, 
outbreak, attack, intrusion, raid, 
influx, foray, irrupted, eruption, 
onset. 

professorial: (adj) learned, professory, 

pedagogic. 
rays: (n) light, sunlight, Selachii, 

dogfishes, elasmobranch, 
Elasmobranchii, emission, daylight, 
sunshine, selachian, subclass 
Elasmobranchii. 

stark: (adj) severe, plain, bare, bleak, 
desolate, mere, simple, bald, positive, 
pure, barren. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disguised, ornate, fuzzy, indistinct, 
soft, romantic, fussy, hidden, dim, 
abundant, mild. 
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fathered, were occult, supersensual, irrational; they were a revelation of 
mysterious energy like that of the Cross; they were what, in terms of mediaeval 
science, were called immediate modes of the divine substance.%

The historian was thus reduced to his last resources. Clearly if he was bound 
to reduce all these forces to a common value, this common value could have no 
measure but that of their attraction on his own mind. He must treat them as they 
had been felt; as convertible, reversible, interchangeable attractions on thought. 
He made up his mind to venture it; he would risk translating rays into faith. 
Such a reversible process would vastly amuse a chemist, but the chemist could 
not deny that he, or some of his fellow physicists, could feel the force of both. 
When Adams was a boy in Boston, the best chemist in the place had probably 
never heard of Venus except by way of scandal, or of the Virgin except as 
idolatry; neither had he heard of dynamos or automobiles or radium; yet his 
mind was ready to feel the force of all, though the rays were unborn and the 
women were dead. 

Here opened another totally new education, which promised to be by far the 
most hazardous of all. The knife-edge along which he must crawl, like Sir 
Lancelot in the twelfth century, divided two kingdoms of force which had 
nothing in common but attraction. They were as different as a magnet is from 
gravitation, supposing one knew what a magnet was, or gravitation, or love. The 
force of the Virgin was still felt at Lourdes, and seemed to be as potent as X-rays; 
but in America neither Venus nor Virgin ever had value as force—at most as 
sentiment. No American had ever been truly afraid of either. 

This problem in dynamics gravely perplexed an American historian. The 
Woman had once been supreme; in France she still seemed potent, not merely as 
a sentiment, but as a force. Why was she unknown in America? For evidently 
America was ashamed of her, and she was ashamed of herself, otherwise they 
would not have strewn fig-leaves so profusely all over her. When she was a true 
force, she was ignorant of fig-leaves, but the monthly-magazine-made American 
female had not a feature that would have been recognized by Adam. The trait 
was notorious, and often humorous, but any one brought up among Puritans 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

crawl: (adv, v) grovel, lag; (n, v) 
clamber, climb; (v) sneak, fawn, 
cringe, teem, swarm, scramble, inch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fly, rush, hurry, 
hasten, dart, dash, lead, soothe, 
speed. 

gravitation: (n) gravity, attraction, 
pull, graveness, habit, gravitational 
attraction, gravitational force, 
attractive force. 

idolatry: (adj, n) devotion; (n) worship, 
veneration, idol worship, iconolatry, 

bibliolatry; (adj) infatuation, fervor, 
flame, enthusiasm, enchantment. 

magnet: (n) lodestone, magnetic, 
seduction, siderite, prestige, 
permanent magnet, magnetic force, 
temptation, magnets, loadstone, 
magnetism. 

radium: (v) cosmic radiation, 
radioactivity, tritium, beta rays, 
background radiation, radon, 
radioactive isotopes, alpha particles, 
gamma rays; (n) celestial longitude,  

atomic number. 
strewn: (adj) spread, distributed, 

disordered, strewed, confused, 
covered, diffuse, disconnected, 
disjointed, circulated, dispersed. 

translating: (n) communication, 
movement. 

unborn: (adj) uncreated, unmade, 
unproduced, unconceived, unbred, 
not begotten, unbegotten; (n) 
posterity. ANTONYM: (adj) born. 

women: (n) sex, gentle sex. 
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knew that sex was sin. In any previous age, sex was strength. Neither art nor 
beauty was needed. Every one, even among Puritans, knew that neither Diana of 
the Ephesians nor any of the Oriental goddesses was worshipped for her beauty. 
She was goddess because of her force; she was the animated dynamo; she was 
reproduction—the greatest and most mysterious of all energies; all she needed 
was to be fecund. Singularly enough, not one of Adams’s many schools of 
education had ever drawn his attention to the opening lines of Lucretius, though 
they were perhaps the finest in all Latin literature, where the poet invoked Venus 
exactly as Dante invoked the Virgin:— 

“Quae quondam rerum naturam sola gubernas.”%

 
The Venus of Epicurean philosophy survived in the Virgin of the Schools:— 

 
“Donna, sei tanto grande, e tanto vali,  

Che qual vuol grazia, e a te non ricorre,  
Sua disianza vuol volar senz’ ali.” 

 
All this was to American thought as though it had never existed. The true 

American knew something of the facts, but nothing of the feelings; he read the 
letter, but he never felt the law. Before this historical chasm, a mind like that of 
Adams felt itself helpless; he turned from the Virgin to the Dynamo as though he 
were a Branly coherer. On one side, at the Louvre and at Chartres, as he knew by 
the record of work actually done and still before his eyes, was the highest energy 
ever known to man, the creator four-fifths of his noblest art, exercising vastly 
more attraction over the human mind than all the steam-engines and dynamos 
ever dreamed of; and yet this energy was unknown to the American mind. An 
American Virgin would never dare command; an American Venus would never 
dare exist. 

The question, which to any plain American of the nineteenth century seemed 
as remote as it did to Adams, drew him almost violently to study, once it was 
posed; and on this point Langleys were as useless as though they were Herbert 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, 
unanimated, bored, impassive, 
unexciting, dead. 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor. 

exercising: (n) calisthenics, aerobics, 
bodybuilding, conditioner, 
callisthenics, employment, drill, 
practice, anaerobic exercise, example, 
delay. 

fecund: (adj) productive, prolific, 
fruitful, rich, luxuriant, fat, pregnant, 
fructuous, reproductive, exuberant, 
plenteous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
infertile, sterile, impotent, 
unproductive. 

goddess: (n) divinity, God, beauty,  

nymph; (adj, n) idol; (adj) duck, 
darling, angel, Dulcinea, ladylove, 
inamorata. 

neither: (conj) either, no-one, not 
either, nor, nother. 

quondam: (adj) former, late, pristine, 
previous, old, past, bygone, 
prevenient; (adv) once, sometime; (n) 
whilom. 

sola: (n) shola. 
volar: (adj) flying. 
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Spencers or dynamos. The idea survived only as art. There one turned as 
naturally as though the artist were himself a woman. Adams began to ponder, 
asking himself whether he knew of any American artist who had ever insisted on 
the power of sex, as every classic had always done; but he could think only of 
Walt Whitman; Bret Harte, as far as the magazines would let him venture; and 
one or two painters, for the flesh-tones. All the rest had used sex for sentiment, 
never for force; to them, Eve was a tender flower, and Herodias an unfeminine 
horror. American art, like the American language and American education, was 
as far as possible sexless. Society regarded this victory over sex as its greatest 
triumph, and the historian readily admitted it, since the moral issue, for the 
moment, did not concern one who was studying the relations of unmoral force. 
He cared nothing for the sex of the dynamo until he could measure its energy.%

Vaguely seeking a clue, he wandered through the art exhibit, and, in his 
stroll, stopped almost every day before St. Gaudens’s General Sherman, which 
had been given the central post of honor. St. Gaudens himself was in Paris, 
putting on the work his usual interminable last touches, and listening to the 
usual contradictory suggestions of brother sculptors. Of all the American artists 
who gave to American art whatever life it breathed in the seventies, St. Gaudens 
was perhaps the most sympathetic, but certainly the most inarticulate. General 
Grant or Don Cameron had scarcely less instinct of rhetoric than he. All the 
others—the Hunts, Richardson, John La Farge, Stanford White—were exuberant; 
only St. Gaudens could never discuss or dilate on an emotion, or suggest artistic 
arguments for giving to his work the forms that he felt. He never laid down the 
law, or affected the despot, or became brutalized like Whistler by the brutalities 
of his world. He required no incense; he was no egoist; his simplicity of thought 
was excessive; he could not imitate, or give any form but his own to the creations 
of his hand. No one felt more strongly than he the strength of other men, but the 
idea that they could affect him never stirred an image in his mind. 

This summer his health was poor and his spirits were low. For such a temper, 
Adams was not the best companion, since his own gaiety was not folle; but he 
risked going now and then to the studio on Mont Parnasse to draw him out for a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

despot: (adj, n) tyrant, disciplinarian, 
stickler; (n) dictator, monarch, czar, 
authoritarian, oppressor, potentate; 
(adj) bashaw, hard master. 

dilate: (adj, v) enlarge, expatiate; (v) 
distend, amplify, heave, inflate, 
broaden, develop, extend, increase, 
magnify. ANTONYMS: (v) contract, 
constrict, shrink, lessen, reduce. 

egoist: (adj, n) egotist; (n) braggart, 
boaster, blowhard, introvert, vaunter, 
swellhead, subjectivist, exhibitionist; 

(adj) monopolist, nepotist. 
exuberant: (adj) abundant, ample, 

opulent, ebullient, excessive, 
extravagant, profuse, bountiful, 
prolific, generous, hearty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, blue, 
unenthusiastic, scarce, needing, 
lacking, dispirited, insufficient, 
down, unexcited, lethargic. 

incense: (v) enrage, anger, provoke, 
irritate, infuriate, aggravate, rile, 
cense, inflame; (n) fragrance, aroma.  

ANTONYMS: (v) please, pacify. 
painters: (n) painter. 
sexless: (adj) neuter, nonsexual, 

neutral, agamic, genderless, epicene, 
esexual, androgynous. 

stroll: (n, v) ramble, saunter, walk, 
amble, wander, promenade, tramp, 
hike; (v) roam, go for a walk, range. 

unfeminine: (adj) boyish, unladylike. 
unmoral: (adj) unfeeling, licentious, 

neutral, nonmoral. ANTONYM: (adj) 
immoral. 
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stroll in the Bois de Boulogne, or dinner as pleased his moods, and in return St. 
Gaudens sometimes let Adams go about in his company.%

Once St. Gaudens took him down to Amiens, with a party of Frenchmen, to 
see the cathedral. Not until they found themselves actually studying the 
sculpture of the western portal, did it dawn on Adams’s mind that, for his 
purposes, St. Gaudens on that spot had more interest to him than the cathedral 
itself. Great men before great monuments express great truths, provided they are 
not taken too solemnly. Adams never tired of quoting the supreme phrase of his 
idol Gibbon, before the Gothic cathedrals: “I darted a contemptuous look on the 
stately monuments of supersition.” Even in the footnotes of his history, Gibbon 
had never inserted a bit of humor more human than this, and one would have 
paid largely for a photograph of the fat little historian, on the background of 
Notre Dame of Amiens, trying to persuade his readers—perhaps himself—that 
he was darting a contemptuous look on the stately monument, for which he felt 
in fact the respect which every man of his vast study and active mind always 
feels before objects worthy of it; but besides the humor, one felt also the relation. 
Gibbon ignored the Virgin, because in 1789 religious monuments were out of 
fashion. In 1900 his remark sounded fresh and simple as the green fields to ears 
that had heard a hundred years of other remarks, mostly no more fresh and 
certainly less simple. Without malice, one might find it more instructive than a 
whole lecture of Ruskin. One sees what one brings, and at that moment Gibbon 
brought the French Revolution. Ruskin brought reaction against the Revolution. 
St. Gaudens had passed beyond all. He liked the stately monuments much more 
than he liked Gibbon or Ruskin; he loved their dignity; their unity; their scale; 
their lines; their lights and shadows; their decorative sculpture; but he was even 
less conscious than they of the force that created it all—the Virgin, the Woman—
by whose genius “the stately monuments of superstition” were built, through 
which she was expressed. He would have seen more meaning in Isis with the 
cow’s horns, at Edfoo, who expressed the same thought. The art remained, but 
the energy was lost even upon the artist. 
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darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) 
Sally. 

decorative: (adj) fancy, ornate, artistic, 
cosmetic, embellishing, enhancing, 
attractive, elegant, pictorial, 
nonfunctional, illustrative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plain, ugly, 
detracting, useful, simple. 

dignity: (n) degree, prestige, glory, 
decorum, face, distinction, honor, 
majesty, eminence, solemnity; (adj, n) 
decency. ANTONYMS: (n) lowliness, 

indecency, impropriety, simplicity, 
cheerfulness, austerity. 

gibbon: (n) Hylobates lar. 
inserted: (prep) between; (adj) 

parenthetical. 
malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 

venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness. 

portal: (n) gate, door, mouth, gateway, 
porch, entry, entrance, inlet, portals,  

entree, lips. 
quoting: (n) citation. 
remarks: (n) commentary, 

explanation. 
sculpture: (v) carve, sculpt, mold, 

model, shape; (n, v) engrave, grave, 
cut; (n) carving, statue, engraving. 

stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boisterous, humble, modest, lowly. 
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Yet in mind and person St. Gaudens was a survival of the 1500; he bore the 
stamp of the Renaissance, and should have carried an image of the Virgin round 
his neck, or stuck in his hat, like Louis XI. In mere time he was a lost soul that 
had strayed by chance to the twentieth century, and forgotten where it came 
from. He writhed and cursed at his ignorance, much as Adams did at his own, 
but in the opposite sense. St. Gaudens was a child of Benvenuto Cellini, 
smothered in an American cradle. Adams was a quintessence of Boston, 
devoured by curiosity to think like Benvenuto. St. Gaudens’s art was starved 
from birth, and Adams’s instinct was blighted from babyhood. Each had but half 
of a nature, and when they came together before the Virgin of Amiens they 
ought both to have felt in her the force that made them one; but it was not so. To 
Adams she became more than ever a channel of force; to St. Gaudens she 
remained as before a channel of taste.%

For a symbol of power, St. Gaudens instinctively preferred the horse, as was 
plain in his horse and Victory of the Sherman monument. Doubtless Sherman 
also felt it so. The attitude was so American that, for at least forty years, Adams 
had never realized that any other could be in sound taste. How many years had 
he taken to admit a notion of what Michael Angelo and Rubens were driving at? 
He could not say; but he knew that only since 1895 had he begun to feel the 
Virgin or Venus as force, and not everywhere even so. At Chartres—perhaps at 
Lourdes—possibly at Cnidos if one could still find there the divinely naked 
Aphrodite of Praxiteles—but otherwise one must look for force to the goddesses 
of Indian mythology. The idea died out long ago in the German and English 
stock. St. Gaudens at Amiens was hardly less sensitive to the force of the female 
energy than Matthew Arnold at the Grande Chartreuse. Neither of them felt 
goddesses as power—only as reflected emotion, human expression, beauty, 
purity, taste, scarcely even as sympathy. They felt a railway train as power, yet 
they, and all other artists, constantly complained that the power embodied in a 
railway train could never be embodied in art. All the steam in the world could 
not, like the Virgin, build Chartres. 
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blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad. 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, unlucky, 
accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine. 

divinely: (adv) holy, wonderfully, 
exquisitely, priestly, beautifully, 
religiously, spiritually, almightily,  

magnificently, sacredly, godly. 
embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, 

corporeal, corporal, bodied, 
personified, incorporated, combined, 
tangible, associated, in person. 

instinctively: (adv) involuntarily, 
mechanically, spontaneously, 
automatically, intuitively, inherently, 
automaticly, unconsciously, 
impulsively, unthinkingly, 
instinctually. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, objectively. 

mythology: (n) legend, tradition, 
religion, folklore, cultural 
anthropology, collection, classical 
mythology, assemblage, aggregation, 
accumulation, lore. 

quintessence: (n) heart, epitome, 
marrow, gist, core, model, paragon, 
archetype, nub, substance, soul. 

strayed: (v) stray. 
writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 

distorted, twisted. 
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Yet in mechanics, whatever the mechanicians might think, both energies 
acted as interchangeable force on man, and by action on man all known force 
may be measured. Indeed, few men of science measured force in any other way. 
After once admitting that a straight line was the shortest distance between two 
points, no serious mathematician cared to deny anything that suited his 
convenience, and rejected no symbol, unproved or unproveable, that helped him 
to accomplish work. The symbol was force, as a compass-needle or a triangle 
was force, as the mechanist might prove by losing it, and nothing could be 
gained by ignoring their value. Symbol or energy, the Virgin had acted as the 
greatest force the Western world ever felt, and had drawn man’s activities to 
herself more strongly than any other power, natural or supernatural, had ever 
done; the historian’s business was to follow the track of the energy; to find where 
it came from and where it went to; its complex source and shifting channels; its 
values, equivalents, conversions. It could scarcely be more complex than radium; 
it could hardly be deflected, diverted, polarized, absorbed more perplexingly 
than other radiant matter. Adams knew nothing about any of them, but as a 
mathematical problem of influence on human progress, though all were occult, 
all reacted on his mind, and he rather inclined to think the Virgin easiest to 
handle.%

The pursuit turned out to be long and tortuous, leading at last to the vast 
forests of scholastic science. From Zeno to Descartes, hand in hand with Thomas 
Aquinas, Montaigne, and Pascal, one stumbled as stupidly as though one were 
still a German student of 1860. Only with the instinct of despair could one force 
one’s self into this old thicket of ignorance after having been repulsed a score of 
entrances more promising and more popular. Thus far, no path had led 
anywhere, unless perhaps to an exceedingly modest living. Forty-five years of 
study had proved to be quite futile for the pursuit of power; one controlled no 
more force in 1900 than in 1850, although the amount of force controlled by 
society had enormously increased. The secret of education still hid itself 
somewhere behind ignorance, and one fumbled over it as feebly as ever. In such 
labyrinths, the staff is a force almost more necessary than the legs; the pen 
becomes a sort of blind-man’s dog, to keep him from falling into the gutters. The 
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accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, 
realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose. 

diverted: (adj) abstracted, entertained, 
pleased, inattentive, sidetracked, 
unfocused, preoccupied. 

ignoring: (n) silent treatment, 
omission. 

perplexingly: (adv) enigmatically, 
funnily, intricately, confusingly,  

complicatedly, surprisingly, 
astonishingly, remarkably, queerly, 
curiously, unexpectedly. 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy. 

scholastic: (adj, n) academic; (adj) 
scholarly, pedantic, school, learned, 
erudite; (n) pedant, purist; (v) savant, 
blue, enlightened. 

tortuous: (adj) indirect, intricate, 
circuitous, complex, knotty, winding, 
convoluted, sinuous, involved, 
devious, roundabout. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straightforward, straight, 
uncomplicated, untwisted, easy, 
simple. 

unproved: (adj) unproven, groundless, 
unverified, experimental, illogical, 
not proved, original, pure, 
theoretical, untested. ANTONYM: 
(adj) proved. 
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pen %works for itself, and acts like a hand, modelling the plastic material over 
and over again to the form that suits it best. The form is never arbitrary, but is a 
sort of growth like crystallization, as any artist knows too well; for often the 
pencil or pen runs into side-paths and shapelessness, loses its relations, stops or 
is bogged. Then it has to return on its trail, and recover, if it can, its line of force. 
The result of a year’s work depends more on what is struck out than on what is 
left in; on the sequence of the main lines of thought, than on their play or variety. 
Compelled once more to lean heavily on this support, Adams covered more 
thousands of pages with figures as formal as though they were algebra, 
laboriously striking out, altering, burning, experimenting, until the year had 
expired, the Exposition had long been closed, and winter drawing to its end, 
before he sailed from Cherbourg, on January 19, 1901, for home. 
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altering: (n) castration, fixing, 
interchange, neutering; (adj) 
changing, alterant. 

arbitrary: (adj) optional, capricious, 
dictatorial, erratic, random, 
peremptory, masterful, haphazard, 
unfair, domineering, dogmatic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 
nonarbitrary, scientific, rational, 
supported, reasoned, objective, 
circumspect, democratic, deliberate, 
logical. 

crystallization: (n) crystallisation, 
crystal, crystallizing, condensation, 
chemical phenomenon, crystallurgy, 
efflorescence, formation; (adj) 
precipitation; (v) crystallize. 

lean: (adj, v) gaunt; (adj) emaciated, 
thin, bony, lank; (n, v) bend, tilt, 
slant, list, careen; (n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, rich, 
chubby, greasy, stout; (v) straighten, 
repel. 

modelling: (n) model, moulding,  

molding, mould, simulation, 
framework, mannikin, mannequin, 
manikin, good example, manakin. 

pencil: (n) beam, Pleiades, gleam, 
light, group, cluster; (v) brush, draw, 
design, paint, limn draw. 

shapelessness: (n) amorphous shape, 
amorphy; (adj) informity. 

trail: (n, v) track, haul, trace, tail, hunt, 
path, train; (v) drag, pursue, chase, 
draw. ANTONYMS: (n) room; (v) 
push, precede. 
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CHAPTER  % XXVI  

 
TWIL IGHT  ( 1901 )  

 
 

WHILE the world that thought itself frivolous, and submitted meekly to 
hearing itself decried as vain, fluttered through the Paris Exposition, jogging the 
futilities of St. Gaudens, Rodin, and Besnard, the world that thought itself 
serious, and showed other infallible marks of coming mental paroxysm, was 
engaged in weird doings at Peking and elsewhere such as startled even itself. Of 
all branches of education, the science of gauging people and events by their 
relative importance defies study most insolently. For three or four generations, 
society has united in withering with contempt and opprobrium the shameless 
futility of Mme. de Pompadour and Mme. du Barry; yet, if one bid at an auction 
for some object that had been approved by the taste of either lady, one quickly 
found that it were better to buy half-a-dozen Napoleons or Frederics, or Maria 
Theresas, or all the philosophy and science of their time, than to bid for a cane-
bottomed chair that either of these two ladies had adorned. The same thing 
might be said, in a different sense, of Voltaire; while, as every one knows, the 
money-value of any hand-stroke of Watteau or Hogarth, Nattier or Sir Joshua, is 
out of all proportion to the importance of the men. Society seemed to delight in 
talking with solemn conviction about serious values, and in paying fantastic 
prices for nothing but the most futile. The drama acted at Peking, in the summer 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

gauging: (n) measurement, estimate, 
discharge measurement. 

infallible: (adj) sure, inevitable, 
positive, inerrable, unfailing, 
absolute, confident, definite, 
dependable; (adj, v) unerring; (n) 
sterling. ANTONYMS: (adj) fallible, 
faulty. 

insolently: (adv) rudely, impertinently, 
brazenly, impolitely, defiantly, 
shamelessly, saucily, discourteously, 
insultingly, cheekily, pertly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) discreetly, shyly, 
politely, meekly. 

opprobrium: (n) infamy, dishonor, 
disgrace, defamation, reproach; (n, v) 
insult, abuse, invective, contumely; 
(adj, n) obloquy, odium. ANTONYM: 
(n) fame. 

paroxysm: (adj, n) fit, burst; (n) 
convulsion, outburst, explosion, 
attack, seizure, spasm, gust, agony; 
(adj) breaking out. 

shameless: (adj) bold, immodest,  

profligate, depraved, audacious, 
blatant, barefaced, unscrupulous, 
impudent, unblushing; (adj, v) 
graceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, abashed, ashamed, 
discreet, prudish, apologetic. 

withering: (adj) devastating, 
extortionate, grinding; (v) dry, 
sarcastic, sharp, severe, satirical, 
sardonic, cutting; (n) shrinkage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hopeful. 
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of 1900, was, in the eyes of a student, the most serious that could be offered for 
his study, since it brought him suddenly to the inevitable struggle for the control 
of China, which, in his view, must decide the control of the world; yet, as a 
money-value, the fall of China was chiefly studied in Paris and London as a 
calamity to Chinese porcelain. The value of a Ming vase was more serious than 
universal war.%

The drama of the Legations interested the public much as though it were a 
novel of Alexandre Dumas, but the bearing of the drama on future history 
offered an interest vastly greater. Adams knew no more about it than though he 
were the best-informed statesman in Europe. Like them all, he took for granted 
that the Legations were massacred, and that John Hay, who alone championed 
China’s “administrative entity,” would be massacred too, since he must 
henceforth look on, in impotence, while Russia and Germany dismembered 
China, and shut up America at home. Nine statesmen out of ten, in Europe, 
accepted this result in advance, seeing no way to prevent it. Adams saw none, 
and laughed at Hay for his helplessness. 

When Hay suddenly ignored European leadership, took the lead himself, 
rescued the Legations and saved China, Adams looked on, as incredulous as 
Europe, though not quite so stupid, since, on that branch of education, he knew 
enough for his purpose. Nothing so meteoric had ever been done in American 
diplomacy. On returning to Washington, January 30, 1901, he found most of the 
world as astonished as himself, but less stupid than usual. For a moment, indeed, 
the world had been struck dumb at seeing Hay put Europe aside and set the 
Washington Government at the head of civilization so quietly that civilization 
submitted, by mere instinct of docility, to receive and obey his orders; but, after 
the first shock of silence, society felt the force of the stroke through its fineness, 
and burst into almost tumultuous applause. Instantly the diplomacy of the 
nineteenth century, with all its painful scuffles and struggles, was forgotten, and 
the American blushed to be told of his submissions in the past. History broke in 
halves. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, 
opportunity. 

dismembered: (adj) broken. 
eyes: (n) sight, eye, vision, view, baby 

blues, guard, propensity, eyen. 
fineness: (n) refinement, elegance, 

daintiness, thinness, choiceness, 
beauty, superiority, subtlety,  

slimness, slenderness, narrowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stoutness, 
thickness, vulgarity, inaccuracy, 
coarseness, width. 

impotence: (n) weakness, inability, 
feebleness, debility, impuissance, 
powerlessness, impotency, erectile 
dysfunction, infertility, quality, 
imbecility. 

meteoric: (adj) meteorological, brief, 
flashing, momentary, swift, transient, 
sudden; (v) blazing, in a blaze,  

ablaze, phosphorescent. ANTONYM: 
(adj) slow. 

porcelain: (v) ceramics, crockery, 
pottery, ceramic ware; (n) 
earthenware, magnetism, figurines, 
purslane, collectibles, bone China. 

stroke: (adj, n) blow; (n, v) touch, 
caress, mark, buffet, lick, pat; (n) beat, 
hit, knock, bang. 

vase: (n) jar, urn, barrel, vessel, 
container, jug, pitcher, pot, bouquet, 
bushel. 
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Hay was too good an artist not to feel the artistic skill of his own work, and 
the success reacted on his health, giving him fresh life, for with him as with most 
men, success was a tonic, and depression a specific poison; but as usual, his 
troubles nested at home. Success doubles strain. President McKinley’s 
diplomatic court had become the largest in the world, and the diplomatic 
relations required far more work than ever before, while the staff of the 
Department was little more efficient, and the friction in the Senate had become 
coagulated. Hay took to studying the “Diary” of John Quincy Adams eighty 
years before, and calculated that the resistance had increased about ten times, as 
measured by waste of days and increase of effort, although Secretary of State J. 
Q. Adams thought himself very hardly treated. Hay cheerfully noted that it was 
killing him, and proved it, for the effort of the afternoon walk became sometimes 
painful.%

For the moment, things were going fairly well, and Hay’s unruly team were 
less fidgety, but Pauncefote still pulled the whole load and turned the dangerous 
corners safely, while Cassini and Holleben helped the Senate to make what 
trouble they could, without serious offence, and the Irish, after the genial Celtic 
nature, obstructed even themselves. The fortunate Irish, thanks to their 
sympathetic qualities, never made lasting enmities; but the Germans seemed in a 
fair way to rouse ill-will and even ugly temper in the spirit of politics, which was 
by no means a part of Hay’s plans. He had as much as he could do to overcome 
domestic friction, and felt no wish to alienate foreign powers. Yet so much could 
be said in favor of the foreigners that they commonly knew why they made 
trouble, and were steady to a motive. Cassini had for years pursued, in Peking as 
in Washington, a policy of his own, never disguised, and as little in harmony 
with his chief as with Hay; he made his opposition on fixed lines for notorious 
objects; but Senators could seldom give a reason for obstruction. In every 
hundred men, a certain number obstruct by instinct, and try to invent reasons to 
explain it afterwards. The Senate was no worse than the board of a university; 
but incorporators as a rule have not made this class of men dictators on purpose 
to prevent action. In the Senate, a single vote commonly stopped legislation, or, 
in committee, stifled discussion. 
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alienate: (v) alien, transfer, cede, 
wean, disaffect, abalienate; (adj, v) set 
against; (adj) envenom, incense, repel, 
sow dissension. ANTONYMS: (v) 
involve, unite, reunite, endear. 

coagulated: (adj) curdled, thick, 
viscous, congealed, heavy, 
gelatinous, gooey, glutinous, crudy, 
curdy, syrupy. 

doubles: (n) doubled, dual, 
badminton, double road train. 

fidgety: (adj, n) nervous; (adj) unquiet, 

fretful, fussy, anxious, hasty, jittery, 
jumpy, mercurial, restive; (n) 
apprehensive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, calm. 

obstruct: (adj, n, v) hinder; (n, v) bar, 
barricade; (adj, v) check; (v) block, 
delay, clog, choke, impede, 
encumber, hamper. ANTONYMS: (v) 
facilitate, encourage, free, help, clear, 
open, promote, assist. 

obstructed: (adj) blind, blocked, 
congested, impeded, impedite, foiled, 

tight, thwarted, stymied, frustrated, 
impassable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unobstructed. 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench. 

studying: (n) poring over, perusal, 
study, learning, reading, speculation. 

 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 380

Hay’s policy of removing, one after another, all irritations, and closing all 
discussions with foreign countries, roused incessant obstruction, which could be 
overcome only by patience and bargaining in executive patronage, if indeed it 
could be overcome at all. The price actually paid was not very great except in the 
physical exhaustion of Hay and Pauncefote, Root and McKinley. No serious 
bargaining of equivalents could be attempted; Senators would not sacrifice five 
dollars in their own States to gain five hundred thousand in another; but 
whenever a foreign country was willing to surrender an advantage without an 
equivalent, Hay had a chance to offer the Senate a treaty. In all such cases the 
price paid for the treaty was paid wholly to the Senate, and amounted to nothing 
very serious except in waste of time and wear of strength. “Life is so gay and 
horrid!” laughed Hay; “the Major will have promised all the consulates in the 
service; the Senators will all come to me and refuse to believe me dis-consulate; I 
shall see all my treaties slaughtered, one by one, by the thirty-four per cent of 
kickers and strikers; the only mitigation I can foresee is being sick a good part of 
the time; I am nearing my grand climacteric, and the great culbute is 
approaching.”%

He was thinking of his friend Blaine, and might have thought of all his 
predecessors, for all had suffered alike, and to Adams as historian their 
sufferings had been a long delight—the solitary picturesque and tragic element 
in politics—incidentally requiring character-studies like Aaron Burr and William 
B. Giles, Calhoun and Webster and Sumner, with Sir Forcible Feebles like James 
M. Mason and stage exaggerations like Roscoe Conkling. The Senate took the 
place of Shakespeare, and offered real Brutuses and Bolingbrokes, Jack Cades, 
Falstaffs, and Malvolios—endless varieties of human nature nowhere else to be 
studied, and none the less amusing because they killed, or because they were like 
schoolboys in their simplicity. “Life is so gay and horrid!” Hay still felt the 
humor, though more and more rarely, but what he felt most was the enormous 
complexity and friction of the vast mass he was trying to guide. He bitterly 
complained that it had made him a bore—of all things the most senatorial, and to 
him the most obnoxious. The old friend was lost, and only the teacher remained, 
driven to madness by the complexities and multiplicities of his new world. 
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bargaining: (n) haggle, chaffer, 
negotiation, business, parley, 
negotiations, deal, dealing, traffic, 
talks, haggling. 

climacteric: (n) change of life, 
menopause, turning point; (adj) 
critical, anility, declining years, 
decrepitude, grand climacteric, hoary 
age, superannuation, desperate. 

culbute: (v) cropper. 
exhaustion: (n) consumption, 

enervation, tiredness, lassitude,  

attrition, weakening, weariness, 
inanition, weakness; (adj, n) collapse; 
(adj) prostration. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vitality, pep, restoration, vim. 

madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order. 

mitigation: (n) alleviation, easement, 
relief, assuagement, palliation, 
abatement, mollification, softening,  

lessening; (n, v) relaxation; (v) 
remission. 

nearing: (n) approach; (adj) 
impending, forthcoming, oncoming, 
coming, imminent, looming; (prep) on 
the verge of, toward. 

obstruction: (n, v) hindrance, 
impediment, interruption, check, 
difficulty; (n) bar, hitch, blockage, 
blockade, block, hurdle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) success, boost, 
help. 
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To one who, at past sixty years old, is still passionately seeking education, 
these small, or large, annoyances had no great value except as measures of mass 
and motion. For him the practical interest and the practical man were such as 
looked forward to the next election, or perhaps, in corporations, five or ten years. 
Scarcely half-a-dozen men in America could be named who were known to have 
looked a dozen years ahead; while any historian who means to keep his 
alignment with past and future must cover a horizon of two generations at least. 
If he seeks to align himself with the future, he must assume a condition of some 
sort for a world fifty years beyond his own. Every historian—sometimes 
unconsciously, but always inevitably—must have put to himself the question: 
How long could such-or-such an outworn system last? He can never give himself 
less than one generation to show the full effects of a changed condition. His 
object is to triangulate from the widest possible base to the furthest point he 
thinks he can see, which is always far beyond the curvature of the horizon.%

To the practical man, such an attempt is idiotic, and probably the practical 
man is in the right to-day; but, whichever is right—if the question of right or 
wrong enters at all into the matter—the historian has no choice but to go on 
alone. Even in his own profession few companions offer help, and his walk soon 
becomes solitary, leading further and further into a wilderness where twilight is 
short and the shadows are dense. Already Hay literally staggered in his tracks 
for weariness. More worn than he, Clarence King dropped. One day in the 
spring he stopped an hour in Washington to bid good-bye, cheerily and simply 
telling how his doctors had condemned him to Arizona for his lungs. All three 
friends knew that they were nearing the end, and that if it were not the one it 
would be the other; but the affectation of readiness for death is a stage role, and 
stoicism is a stupid resource, though the only one. Non doles, Paete! One is 
ashamed of it even in the acting. 

The sunshine of life had not been so dazzling of late but that a share of it 
flickered out for Adams and Hay when King disappeared from their lives; but 
Hay had still his family and ambition, while Adams could only blunder back 
alone, helplessly, wearily, his eyes rather dim with tears, to his vague trail across 
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affectation: (n) pretension, feint, pose, 
display, airs, affectedness, 
ostentation, show, pretense, 
mannerism, sham. ANTONYMS: (n) 
artlessness, honesty, modesty. 

align: (v) line, aline, dress, array, 
aligning, marshal, line up, order, 
arrange, rank, range. ANTONYMS: 
(v) disjoin, straighten, skew, separate.

cheerily: (adv) merrily, pleasantly, 
cheerfully, joyfully, gaily, brightly, 
happily, mirthfully, jovially, sunnily, 

blithely. ANTONYMS: (adv) nastily, 
sulkily, seriously, miserably, sadly. 

dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 
unremarkable, unexceptional, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark. 

idiotic: (adj) absurd, foolish, fatuous, 
imbecile, crazy, stupid, ridiculous, 
mindless, silly, unwise, daft.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, genius, 
clever. 

outworn: (adj) obsolete, antiquated, 
outmoded, archaic, outdated, 
exhausted, dated, old-fashioned, 
disused, decrepit, worn. ANTONYM: 
(adj) current. 

triangulate: (v) dissever, measure out. 
weariness: (n) exhaustion, tiredness, 

lassitude, languor, asthenopia, 
defatigation, grogginess, listlessness, 
boredom, ennui, prostration. 
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the darkening prairie of education, without a motive, big or small, except 
curiosity to reach, before he too should drop, some point that would give him a 
far look ahead. He was morbidly curious to see some light at the end of the 
passage, as though thirty years were a shadow, and he were again to fall into 
King’s arms at the door of the last and only log cabin left in life. Time had 
become terribly short, and the sense of knowing so little when others knew so 
much, crushed out hope.%

He knew not in what new direction to turn, and sat at his desk, idly pulling 
threads out of the tangled skein of science, to see whether or why they aligned 
themselves. The commonest and oldest toy he knew was the child’s magnet, with 
which he had played since babyhood, the most familiar of puzzles. He covered 
his desk with magnets, and mapped out their lines of force by compass. Then he 
read all the books he could find, and tried in vain to makes his lines of force 
agree with theirs. The books confounded him. He could not credit his own 
understanding. Here was literally the most concrete fact in nature, next to 
gravitation which it defied; a force which must have radiated lines of energy 
without stop, since time began, if not longer, and which might probably go on 
radiating after the sun should fall into the earth, since no one knew why—or 
how—or what it radiated—or even whether it radiated at all. Perhaps the earliest 
known of all natural forces after the solar energies, it seemed to have suggested 
no idea to any one until some mariner bethought himself that it might serve for a 
pointer. Another thousand years passed when it taught some other intelligent 
man to use it as a pump, supply-pipe, sieve, or reservoir for collecting electricity, 
still without knowing how it worked or what it was. For a historian, the story of 
Faraday’s experiments and the invention of the dynamo passed belief; it revealed 
a condition of human ignorance and helplessness before the commonest forces, 
such as his mind refused to credit. He could not conceive but that some one, 
somewhere, could tell him all about the magnet, if one could but find the book—
although he had been forced to admit the same helplessness in the face of 
gravitation, phosphorescence, and odors; and he could imagine no reason why 
society should treat radium as revolutionary in science when every infant, for 
ages past, had seen the magnet doing what radium did; for surely the kind of 
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aligned: (v) with alligned with; (adj) 
allied, joined, alined, combined, 
horizontal, united, amalgamated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unaligned. 

darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 
causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse. 

idly: (adj, adv) foolishly; (adv) vainly, 
vaguely, listlessly, forgetfully, 
distractedly; (adj) thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) energetically. 

morbidly: (adv) sickly, unhealthily,  

diseasedly, frightfully, 
unwholesomely, ghoulishly, 
corruptly, macabrely, gruesomely, 
ghastly, ailingly. 

phosphorescence: (n) light, flash, 
glow, lambent flame, shimmer. 

pointer: (n) hand, needle, clue, point, 
tip, indicator, intimation, cursor, 
arrow, indication, beacon. 

prairie: (n) meadow, lea, grassland, 
field, savanna, steppe, heath, bush, 
jungle, desert, pampas. 

radiated: (adj) radial, stellular, 
stelliform, penciled, diffuse. 

radiating: (adj) radiate, shining, 
glowing, radious, burning; (adv) 
radiately. 

reservoir: (n) fountain, well, store, 
pool, lake, repository, receptacle, 
basin, repertory, bank, supply. 

sieve: (v) filter, riddle, strain, shovel, 
mop, separate, broom; (n, v) sift; (n) 
strainer, sifter, colander. 
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radiation mattered nothing compared with the energy that radiated and the 
matter supplied for radiation. He dared not venture into the complexities of 
chemistry, or microbes, so long as this child’s toy offered complexities that 
befogged his mind beyond X-rays, and turned the atom into an endless variety of 
pumps endlessly pumping an endless variety of ethers. He wanted to ask Mme. 
Curie to invent a motor attachable to her salt of radium, and pump its forces 
through it, as Faraday did with a magnet. He figured the human mind itself as 
another radiating matter through which man had always pumped a subtler 
fluid.%

In all this futility, it was not the magnet or the rays or the microbes that 
troubled him, or even his helplessness before the forces. To that he was used 
from childhood. The magnet in its new relation staggered his new education by 
its evidence of growing complexity, and multiplicity, and even contradiction, in 
life. He could not escape it; politics or science, the lesson was the same, and at 
every step it blocked his path whichever way he turned. He found it in politics; 
he ran against it in science; he struck it in everyday life, as though he were still 
Adam in the Garden of Eden between God who was unity, and Satan who was 
complexity, with no means of deciding which was truth. The problem was the 
same for McKinley as for Adam, and for the Senate as for Satan. Hay was going 
to wreck on it, like King and Adams. 

All one’s life, one had struggled for unity, and unity had always won. The 
National Government and the national unity had overcome every resistance, and 
the Darwinian evolutionists were triumphant over all the curates; yet the greater 
the unity and the momentum, the worse became the complexity and the friction. 
One had in vain bowed one’s neck to railways, banks, corporations, trusts, and 
even to the popular will as far as one could understand it—or even further; the 
multiplicity of unity had steadily increased, was increasing, and threatened to 
increase beyond reason. He had surrendered all his favorite prejudices, and 
foresworn even the forms of criticism—except for his pet amusement, the Senate, 
which was a tonic or stimulant necessary to healthy life; he had accepted 
uniformity and Pteraspis and ice age and tramways and telephones; and now—
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attachable: (adj) separable, removable, 
separate. ANTONYM: (adj) fixed. 

bowed: (adj) arched, curved, inclined, 
crooked, arciform, arching, arced, 
bandy, arcuate, twisted, bended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, concave, 
plucked. 

curie: (n) Pierre curie, madame curie, 
Marie curie. 

endlessly: (adv) incessantly, 
ceaselessly, unendingly, continually, 
perpetually, infinitely, constantly,  

everlastingly, boundlessly, 
unceasingly, eternally. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) briefly, intermittently. 

invent: (v) devise, form, create, 
excogitate, concoct, imagine, 
contrive; (n, v) forge, fabricate, 
design, coin. 

microbes: (n) microorganisms, 
bacteria. 

momentum: (n) impetus, impulse, 
force, drive, pace, thrust, impulsion, 
velocity, speed, propulsion, moment. 

ANTONYM: (n) retreat. 
pumps: (n) heart, spectator. 
surrendered: (adj) given. 
tonic: (n) stimulant, restorative, 

keynote, soda pop, medicine, 
corroborant, tonic water; (adj) brisk, 
refreshing, fresh, invigorating. 
ANTONYM: (n) sedative. 

whichever: (adv) any; (adj) a few, one, 
several, some. 
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just when he was ready to hang the crowning garland on the brow of a 
completed education—science itself warned him to begin it again from the 
beginning.%

Maundering among the magnets he bethought himself that once, a full 
generation earlier, he had begun active life by writing a confession of geological 
faith at the bidding of Sir Charles Lyell, and that it might be worth looking at if 
only to steady his vision. He read it again, and thought it better than he could do 
at sixty-three; but elderly minds always work loose. He saw his doubts grown 
larger, and became curious to know what had been said about them since 1870. 
The Geological Survey supplied stacks of volumes, and reading for steady 
months; while, the longer he read, the more he wondered, pondered, doubted 
what his delightful old friend Sir Charles Lyell would have said about it. 

Truly the animal that is to be trained to unity must be caught young. Unity is 
vision; it must have been part of the process of learning to see. The older the 
mind, the older its complexities, and the further it looks, the more it sees, until 
even the stars resolve themselves into multiples; yet the child will always see but 
one. Adams asked whether geology since 1867 had drifted towards unity or 
multiplicity, and he felt that the drift would depend on the age of the man who 
drifted. 

Seeking some impersonal point for measure, he turned to see what had 
happened to his oldest friend and cousin the ganoid fish, the Pteraspis of Ludlow 
and Wenlock, with whom he had sported when geological life was young; as 
though they had all remained together in time to act the Mask of Comus at 
Ludlow Castle, and repeat “how charming is divine philosophy!” He felt almost 
aggrieved to find Walcott so vigorously acting the part of Comus as to have 
flung the ganoid all the way off to Colorado and far back into the Lower Trenton 
limestone, making the Pteraspis as modern as a Mississippi gar-pike by 
spawning an ancestry for him, indefinitely more remote, in the dawn of known 
organic life. A few thousand feet, more or less, of limestone were the liveliest 
amusement to the ganoid, but they buried the uniformitarian alive, under the 
weight of his own uniformity. Not for all the ganoid fish that ever swam, would 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aggrieved: (adj) injured, offended, 
hurt, persecuted, harmed, pained, 
resentful, indignant, bitter, angry, 
affronted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assisted, comforted, happy, pleased, 
unaffected. 

bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative. 

delightful: (adj) delicious, delectable, 
charming, pleasing, grateful, blissful, 
amiable, adorable, lovely, nice,  

gorgeous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpleasant, unwelcome, hateful, 
miserable, unhappy, unappealing, 
horrific, horrible, disagreeable, 
depressing, annoying. 

garland: (n) anthology, coronal, 
wreath, festoon, chaplet, bouquet, 
decoration, ornament, laurels, prize, 
lei. 

impersonal: (adj) neutral, objective, 
detached, cold, impartial, indifferent, 
aloof, personal, equitable, remote,  

clinical. ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
friend, involved. 

limestone: (n) lyme, Warsaw 
limestone, chalk, rock, limestones, 
lime, mineral, lime stone, sandstone, 
sedimentary rock, stone. 

spawning: (adj) fruitful, prolific, 
fecund, fertile; (n) generation. 

stacks: (n) piles, set of bookshelves, 
rafts, plenty, oodles, mountain, 
scores; (adj, n) loads, myriad, lots; 
(adj) ample. 
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a discreet historian dare to hazard even in secret an opinion about the value of 
Natural Selection by Minute Changes under Uniform Conditions, for he could 
know no more about it than most of his neighbors who knew nothing; but 
natural selection that did not select—evolution finished before it began—minute 
changes that refused to change anything during the whole geological record - 
survival of the highest order in a fauna which had no origin—uniformity under 
conditions which had disturbed everything else in creation—to an honest-
meaning though ignorant student who needed to prove Natural Selection and 
not assume it, such sequence brought no peace. He wished to be shown that 
changes in form caused evolution in force; that chemical or mechanical energy 
had by natural selection and minute changes, under uniform conditions, 
converted itself into thought. The ganoid fish seemed to prove—to him—that it 
had selected neither new form nor new force, but that the curates were right in 
thinking that force could be increased in volume or raised in intensity only by 
help of outside force. To him, the ganoid was a huge perplexity, none the less 
because neither he nor the ganoid troubled Darwinians, but the more because it 
helped to reveal that Darwinism seemed to survive only in England. In vain he 
asked what sort of evolution had taken its place. Almost any doctrine seemed 
orthodox. Even sudden conversions due to mere vital force acting on its own 
lines quite beyond mechanical explanation, had cropped up again. A little more, 
and he would be driven back on the old independence of species.%

What the ontologist thought about it was his own affair, like the theologist’s 
views on theology, for complexity was nothing to them; but to the historian who 
sought only the direction of thought and had begun as the confident child of 
Darwin and Lyell in 1867, the matter of direction seemed vital. Then he had 
entered gaily the door of the glacial epoch, and had surveyed a universe of 
unities and uniformities. In 1900 he entered a far vaster universe, where all the 
old roads ran about in every direction, overrunning, dividing, subdividing, 
stopping abruptly, vanishing slowly, with side-paths that led nowhere, and 
sequences that could not be proved. The active geologists had mostly become 
specialists dealing with complexities far too technical for an amateur, but the old 
formulas still seemed to serve for beginners, as they had served when new. 
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amateur: (adj) unskilled, amateurish, 
inexperienced; (n) novice, beginner, 
fan, apprentice, aspirant, dabbler, 
devotee, lover. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
expert; (adj) practiced, trained; (n) 
genius, virtuoso, specialist, master; 
(adv) paid. 

cropped: (adj) close. 
discreet: (adj) circumspect, prudent, 

careful, cautious, chary, discerning, 
tactful, diplomatic, sensible, politic; 
(adj, v) wise. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

elaborate, tactless, careless, 
indiscreet, reckless, bold, incautious, 
thoughtless, insensitive, loud, 
obvious. 

fauna: (n) embryo, brute, beast, biped, 
creature, avifauna, animate being, 
acrodont, animal kingdom, wildlife, 
offspring. 

helped: (adj) aided, assisted; (v) 
HALP. 

overrunning: (n) escape, discharge, 
deluge, overflow, reimposition, slick, 

leak. 
theology: (adj, n) divinity, God, deity; 

(n) apologetics, homiletics, 
hermeneutics, religion, theological 
system, eschatology, field of study, 
subject field. 

vanishing: (n) disappearance, 
vanishment, dissipation; (adj) dying, 
fleeting, momentary, breaking up, 
declining, diminishing, dissolving, 
evanescent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, increasing. 
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So the cause of the glacial epoch remained at the mercy of Lyell and Croll, 
although Geikie had split up the period into half-a-dozen intermittent chills in 
recent geology and in the northern hemisphere alone, while no geologist had 
ventured to assert that the glaciation of the southern hemisphere could possibly 
be referred to a horizon more remote. Continents still rose wildly and wildly 
sank, though Professor Suess of Vienna had written an epoch-making work, 
showing that continents were anchored like crystals, and only oceans rose and 
sank. Lyell’s genial uniformity seemed genial still, for nothing had taken its 
place, though, in the interval, granite had grown young, nothing had been 
explained, and a bewildering system of huge overthrusts had upset geological 
mechanics. The textbooks refused even to discuss theories, frankly throwing up 
their hands and avowing that progress depended on studying each rock as a law 
to itself.%

Adams had no more to do with the correctness of the science than the gar-
pike or the Port Jackson shark, for its correctness in no way concerned him, and 
only impertinence could lead him to dispute or discuss the principles of any 
science; but the history of the mind concerned the historian alone, and the 
historian had no vital concern in anything else, for he found no change to record 
in the body. In thought the Schools, like the Church, raised ignorance to a faith 
and degraded dogma to heresy. Evolution survived like the trilobites without 
evolving, and yet the evolutionists held the whole field, and had even plucked 
up courage to rebel against the Cossack ukase of Lord Kelvin forbidding them to 
ask more than twenty million years for their experiments. No doubt the 
geologists had always submitted sadly to this last and utmost violence inflicted 
on them by the Pontiff of Physical Religion in the effort to force unification of the 
universe; they had protested with mild conviction that they could not state the 
geological record in terms of time; they had murmured Ignoramus under their 
breath; but they had never dared to assert the Ignorabimus that lay on the tips of 
their tongues. 

Yet the admission seemed close at hand. Evolution was becoming change of 
form broken by freaks of force, and warped at times by attractions affecting 
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anchored: (adj) fixed, immobile, 
stationary, secure, stable, firm; (v) 
rock solid, moored, on a rock, 
tethered. 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, 
debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, 
dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, 
base. ANTONYM: (adj) good. 

evolving: (v) evolve; (adj) moving, 
nascent, growing, embryonic, 
ongoing; (n) movement, 
development. 

forbidding: (adj) grim, ominous, 
dismal, dour, austere, abominable, 
ugly, hard, repulsive, redoubtable; 
(n) banning. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alluring, inviting, pleasant, 
hospitable, friendly, favorable, 
comforting. 

intermittent: (adj) broken, sporadic, 
fitful, discontinuous, spasmodic, 
irregular, periodic, uneven, recurrent; 
(adj, v) occasional; (adv) 
intermittently. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

constant, repeated, continual, steady, 
regular, recurring, frequent, 
spasmodic, unbroken, common. 

plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, 
unfeathered, featherless, moulting, 
pilled. 

ukase: (n) writ, decree, placit, 
prescription, ordination, imperial 
decree, ex cathedra pronouncement, 
dispensation, directive, decretal, 
ruling. 
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intelligence, twisted and tortured at other times by sheer violence, cosmic, 
chemical, solar, supersensual, electrolytic—who knew what?—defying science, if 
not denying known law; and the wisest of men could but imitate the Church, 
and invoke a “larger synthesis” to unify the anarchy again. Historians have got 
into far too much trouble by following schools of theology in their efforts to 
enlarge their synthesis, that they should willingly repeat the process in science. 
For human purposes a point must always be soon reached where larger synthesis 
is suicide.%

Politics and geology pointed alike to the larger synthesis of rapidly increasing 
complexity; but still an elderly man knew that the change might be only in 
himself. The admission cost nothing. Any student, of any age, thinking only of a 
thought and not of his thought, should delight in turning about and trying the 
opposite motion, as he delights in the spring which brings even to a tired and 
irritated statesman the larger synthesis of peach-blooms, cherry-blossoms, and 
dogwood, to prove the folly of fret. Every schoolboy knows that this sum of all 
knowledge never saved him from whipping; mere years help nothing; King and 
Hay and Adams could neither of them escape floundering through the corridors 
of chaos that opened as they passed to the end; but they could at least float with 
the stream if they only knew which way the current ran. Adams would have 
liked to begin afresh with the Limulus and Lepidosteus in the waters of 
Braintree, side by side with Adamses and Quincys and Harvard College, all 
unchanged and unchangeable since archaic time; but what purpose would it 
serve? A seeker of truth—or illusion—would be none the less restless, though a 
shark! 
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delights: (n) delices. 
denying: (v) deny; (adv) denyingly; 

(adj) opposed, recusative, unselfish, 
abnegative. 

enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 
augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 
grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge. 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, worry; 

(v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, upset, 
annoy; (n) anxiety. 

invoke: (v) entreat, evoke, appeal, 
conjure, pray, beseech, appeal to, 
summon, cite, arouse, name. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, waive. 

seeker: (n) searcher, hunter, quester, 
applicant, gadabout, soul, someone, 
somebody, examiner, zetetic, 
searcher beetle. 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated,  

gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt. 

unify: (v) integrate, consolidate, 
amalgamate, merge, blend, unite, 
join, wed, mix, marry, coalesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) decentralize, 
divide, segregate. 

whipping: (n) flagellation, beating, 
thrashing, licking, lashing, flogging, 
overcasting, debacle, slaughter, 
overlocking; (adj) snappy. 
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CHAPTER  % XX VI I  

 
TEUFELSDR O CKH ( 1901 )  

 
 

INEVITABLE Paris beckoned, and resistance became more and more futile as 
the store of years grew less; for the world contains no other spot than Paris 
where education can be pursued from every side. Even more vigorously than in 
the twelfth century, Paris taught in the twentieth, with no other school 
approaching it for variety of direction and energy of mind. Of the teaching in 
detail, a man who knew only what accident had taught him in the nineteenth 
century, could know next to nothing, since science had got quite beyond his 
horizon, and mathematics had become the only necessary language of thought; 
but one could play with the toys of childhood, including Ming porcelain, salons 
of painting, operas and theatres, beaux-arts and Gothic architecture, theology 
and anarchy, in any jumble of time; or totter about with Joe Stickney, talking 
Greek philosophy or recent poetry, or studying “Louise” at the Opera Comique, 
or discussing the charm of youth and the Seine with Bay Lodge and his exquisite 
young wife. Paris remained Parisian in spite of change, mistress of herself 
though China fell. Scores of artists—sculptors and painters, poets and dramatists, 
workers in gems and metals, designers in stuffs and furniture—hundreds of 
chemists, physicists, even philosophers, philologists, physicians, and historians—
were at work, a thousand times as actively as ever before, and the mass and 
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actively: (adv) briskly, energetically, 
animatedly, diligently, lively, 
quickly, vigorously, agilely, 
vivaciously, alertly, industriously. 

approaching: (adj) future, 
forthcoming, impending, imminent, 
oncoming, near; (adj, n) coming; (n, v) 
approach; (adv) nearly, almost; (prep) 
toward. 

charm: (n, v) allure, captivate, appeal, 
spell, fascinate, bewitch, conjure; (adj, 
v) attract; (n) amulet; (v) enchant,  

entrance. ANTONYMS: (n) ugliness, 
repulsion, repulsiveness, 
awkwardness, hatefulness, 
unpleasantness; (v) repulse, offend, 
irritate, disgust, bore. 

gems: (n) jewels, Gemes, jewellery, 
trinkets, ornaments, charms. 

jumble: (n, v) clutter, disorder, mix 
up, mix; (v) confuse, embroil, disturb, 
tumble; (n) hodgepodge, confusion; 
(adj, n) disarray. ANTONYMS: (n) 
neatness; (v) organize, separate, tidy, 

disentangle. 
mathematics: (n) arithmetic, maths, 

science, mathesis, calculation, 
applied mathematics, sums, applied 
math, liberal arts. 

mistress: (n) dame, concubine, 
madame, inamorata, lady, lover, 
fancy woman, doxy, girl, kept 
woman, missis. 

totter: (v) stumble, shake, falter, lurch, 
rock, teeter, waver, waddle, toddle, 
stagger, shamble. 
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originality of their product would have swamped any previous age, as it very 
nearly swamped its own; but the effect was one of chaos, and Adams stood as 
helpless before it as before the chaos of New York. His single thought was to 
keep in front of the movement, and, if necessary, lead it to chaos, but never fall 
behind. Only the young have time to linger in the rear.%

The amusements of youth had to be abandoned, for not even pugilism needs 
more staying-power than the labors of the pale-faced student of the Latin 
Quarter in the haunts of Montparnasse or Montmartre, where one must feel no 
fatigue at two o’clock in the morning in a beer- garden even after four hours of 
Mounet Sully at the Theatre Francais. In those branches, education might be 
called closed. Fashion, too, could no longer teach anything worth knowing to a 
man who, holding open the door into the next world, regarded himself as merely 
looking round to take a last glance of this. The glance was more amusing than 
any he had known in his active life, but it was more—infinitely more—chaotic 
and complex. 

Still something remained to be done for education beyond the chaos, and as 
usual the woman helped. For thirty years or there-abouts, he had been repeating 
that he really must go to Baireuth. Suddenly Mrs. Lodge appeared on the 
horizon and bade him come. He joined them, parents and children, alert and 
eager and appreciative as ever, at the little old town of Rothenburg-on-the Taube, 
and they went on to the Baireuth festival together. 

Thirty years earlier, a Baireuth festival would have made an immense stride 
in education, and the spirit of the master would have opened a vast new world. 
In 1901 the effect was altogether different from the spirit of the master. In 1876 
the rococo setting of Baireuth seemed the correct atmosphere for Siegfried and 
Brunhilde, perhaps even for Parsifal. Baireuth was out of the world, calm, 
contemplative, and remote. In 1901 the world had altogether changed, and 
Wagner had become a part of it, as familiar as Shakespeare or Bret Harte. The 
rococo element jarred. Even the Hudson and the Susquehanna—perhaps the 
Potomac itself—had often risen to drown out the gods of Walhalla, and one 
could hardly listen to the “Gotterdammerung” in New York, among throngs of 
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contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, 
pensive, wistful, meditative, 
introspective; (adj) broody, brooding, 
speculative, ruminative, musing; (v) 
museful. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
vacuous, blank, thoughtless, 
disregarding, unreflective, satisfied. 

drown: (v) drench, submerge, 
overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim,  

amplify, dry. 
fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, 

harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) 
exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, 
vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, 
renew, rejuvenate, restore, 
invigorate. 

gods: (n) gallery. 
originality: (n) novelty, imagination, 

ingenuity, initiative, freshness, 
newness, invention, creativity,  

heterodoxy, innovation; (adj, n) 
individuality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
normality, unoriginality. 

pugilism: (n) fisticuffs, bout, fight, 
mill, spar, athletics, event, fistfight, 
packing, professional boxing, prize 
fight. 

repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, 
renewal, repetition, redundancy, 
copying, reduplication; (adj) 
repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
repetitive. 
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intense young enthusiasts, without paroxysms of nervous excitement that toned 
down to musical philistinism at Baireuth, as though the gods were Bavarian 
composers. New York or Paris might be whatever one pleased—venal, sordid, 
vulgar—but society nursed there, in the rottenness of its decay, certain 
anarchistic ferments, and thought them proof of art. Perhaps they were; and at 
all events, Wagner was chiefly responsible for them as artistic emotion. New 
York knew better than Baireuth what Wagner meant, and the frivolities of Paris 
had more than once included the rising of the Seine to drown out the Etoile or 
Montmartre, as well as the sorcery of ambition that casts spells of enchantment 
on the hero. Paris still felt a subtile flattery in the thought that the last great 
tragedy of gods and men would surely happen there, while no one could 
conceive of its happening at Baireuth, or would care if it did. Paris coquetted 
with catastrophe as though it were an old mistress—faced it almost gaily as she 
had done so often, for they were acquainted since Rome began to ravage Europe; 
while New York met it with a glow of fascinated horror, like an inevitable 
earthquake, and heard Ternina announce it with conviction that made nerves 
quiver and thrill as they had long ceased to do under the accents of popular 
oratory proclaiming popular virtue. Flattery had lost its charm, but the Fluch-
motif went home.%

Adams had been carried with the tide till Brunhilde had become a habit and 
Ternina an ally. He too had played with anarchy; though not with socialism, 
which, to young men who nourished artistic emotions under the dome of the 
Pantheon, seemed hopelessly bourgeois, and lowest middle-class. Bay Lodge and 
Joe Stickney had given birth to the wholly new and original party of 
Conservative Christian Anarchists, to restore true poetry under the inspiration of 
the “Gotterdammerung.” Such a party saw no inspiration in Baireuth, where 
landscape, history, and audience were—relatively—stodgy, and where the only 
emotion was a musical dilettantism that the master had abhorred. 

Yet Baireuth still amused even a conservative Christian anarchist who cared 
as little as “Grane, mein Ross,” whether the singers sang false, and who came 
only to learn what Wagner had supposed himself to mean. This end attained as 
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earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic. 

enchantment: (n) attraction, 
captivation, charm, conjuration, 
sorcery, spell, bewitchment, 
incantation, delight, bewitchery; (adj, 
n) rapture. ANTONYMS: (n) 
displeasure, discomfort. 

frivolities: (n) high jinks, unsuitable 
behavior. 

nursed: (adj) care, suckled. 
philistinism: (n) desire, ignorance. 
proclaiming: (adj) predicating, 

predicant, declaring, affirming, 
oracular, hence. 

quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor. 

ravage: (v) devastate, demolish, 
destroy, desolate, pillage, harry, loot; 
(n, v) waste, plunder, sack; (n) havoc. 

ANTONYMS: (v) respect, save. 
rottenness: (n) decay, putrescence, 

putridness, corruptness, putrefaction, 
putridity, depravity, degeneracy, 
filth, deterioration; (v) moldiness. 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
discourage, disappoint, displease; (n) 
depression, calm, boredom, agony, 
sorrow; (n, v) bore. 
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pleased Frau Wagner and the Heiliger Geist, he was ready to go on; and the 
Senator, yearning for sterner study, pointed to a haven at Moscow. For years 
Adams had taught American youth never to travel without a Senator who was 
useful even in America at times, but indispensable in Russia where, in 1901, 
anarchists, even though conservative and Christian, were ill-seen.%

This wing of the anarchistic party consisted rigorously of but two members, 
Adams and Bay Lodge. The conservative Christian anarchist, as a party, drew 
life from Hegel and Schopenhauer rightly understood. By the necessity of their 
philosophical descent, each member of the fraternity denounced the other as 
unequal to his lofty task and inadequate to grasp it. Of course, no third member 
could be so much as considered, since the great principle of contradiction could 
be expressed only by opposites; and no agreement could be conceived, because 
anarchy, by definition, must be chaos and collision, as in the kinetic theory of a 
perfect gas. Doubtless this law of contradiction was itself agreement, a restriction 
of personal liberty inconsistent with freedom; but the “larger synthesis” admitted 
a limited agreement provided it were strictly confined to the end of larger 
contradiction. Thus the great end of all philosophy—the “larger synthesis”—was 
attained, but the process was arduous, and while Adams, as the older member, 
assumed to declare the principle, Bay Lodge necessarily denied both the 
assumption and the principle in order to assure its truth. 

Adams proclaimed that in the last synthesis, order and anarchy were one, but 
that the unity was chaos. As anarchist, conservative and Christian, he had no 
motive or duty but to attain the end; and, to hasten it, he was bound to accelerate 
progress; to concentrate energy; to accumulate power; to multiply and intensify 
forces; to reduce friction, increase velocity and magnify momentum, partly 
because this was the mechanical law of the universe as science explained it; but 
partly also in order to get done with the present which artists and some others 
complained of; and finally—and chiefly—because a rigorous philosophy 
required it, in order to penetrate the beyond, and satisfy man’s destiny by 
reaching the largest synthesis in its ultimate contradiction. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accumulate: (v) pile, gather, collect, 
amass, heap, hoard, compile, 
assemble, lay up, accrue, cumulate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distribute, dwindle, 
spend, lose, waste, dissipate, lessen, 
scatter, shuck, shed, decrease. 

fraternity: (adj, n) brotherhood; (n) 
association, company, club, 
fellowship, society, companionship, 
clan, circle, community, organization.

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash,  

rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble. 

intensify: (v) increase, aggravate, 
escalate, heighten, accelerate, 
augment, build up, deepen, raise, 
compound, exacerbate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) moderate, decrease, reduce, 
satisfy, lessen, improve, abate, 
diminish, weaken, alleviate. 

magnify: (v) exaggerate, enhance, 
aggrandize, enlarge, intensify, laud,  

glorify, expand, increase, extend, 
aggravate. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
understate, minimize, shrink, 
decrease, alleviate. 

others: (n) rest, cessation, lie, lave, 
LAN, ease, acquiesce, intermission. 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy. 
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Of course the untaught critic instantly objected that this scheme was neither 
conservative, Christian, nor anarchic, but such objection meant only that the 
critic should begin his education in any infant school in order to learn that 
anarchy which should be logical would cease to be anarchic. To the conservative 
Christian anarchist, the amiable doctrines of Kropotkin were sentimental ideas of 
Russian mental inertia covered with the name of anarchy merely to disguise their 
innocence; and the outpourings of Elisee Reclus were ideals of the French 
ouvrier, diluted with absinthe, resulting in a bourgeois dream of order and 
inertia. Neither made a pretence of anarchy except as a momentary stage 
towards order and unity. Neither of them had formed any other conception of 
the universe than what they had inherited from the priestly class to which their 
minds obviously belonged. With them, as with the socialist, communist, or 
collectivist, the mind that followed nature had no relation; if anarchists needed 
order, they must go back to the twelfth century where their thought had enjoyed 
its thousand years of reign. The conservative Christian anarchist could have no 
associate, no object, no faith except the nature of nature itself; and his “larger 
synthesis” had only the fault of being so supremely true that even the highest 
obligation of duty could scarcely oblige Bay Lodge to deny it in order to prove it. 
Only the self-evident truth that no philosophy of order—except the Church—had 
ever satisfied the philosopher reconciled the conservative Christian anarchist to 
prove his own.%

Naturally these ideas were so far in advance of the age that hardly more 
people could understand them than understood Wagner or Hegel; for that 
matter, since the time of Socrates, wise men have been mostly shy of claiming to 
understand anything; but such refinements were Greek or German, and affected 
the practical American but little. He admitted that, for the moment, the darkness 
was dense. He could not affirm with confidence, even to himself, that his “largest 
synthesis” would certainly turn out to be chaos, since he would be equally 
obliged to deny the chaos. The poet groped blindly for an emotion. The play of 
thought for thought’s sake had mostly ceased. The throb of fifty or a hundred 
million steam horse-power, doubling every ten years, and already more despotic 
than all the horses that ever lived, and all the riders they ever carried, drowned 
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collectivist: (adj) socialist, 
communalist, collectivistic, 
collectivised, collective, communist; 
(n) leftist. ANTONYM: (adj) 
capitalist. 

doubling: (n) folding, duplication, 
repetition, artifice, twisting, furring, 
gemination, plication, reduplication, 
duplicity; (v) guile. 

oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, 
constrain, make, bind, accommodate, 
obligate, necessitate, enforce, impel.  

ANTONYMS: (v) displease, request, 
hinder. 

priestly: (adj) ministerial, hieratic, 
sacerdotal, priestlike, hieratical, 
religious, theocratic, ecclesiastical; 
(adv) divinely, hieratically, 
theocratically. ANTONYM: (adj) 
secular. 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled. 

throb: (n, v) quiver, ache, pulse, 
pound, thrill, tingle; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, flutter, shudder; (n) 
pulsation. 

untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
uninstructed, uncultivated, unlicked, 
unnurtured, unhatched, unfledged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, educated, 
literate, economical. 
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rhyme and reason. No one was to blame, for all were equally servants of the 
power, and worked merely to increase it; but the conservative Christian anarchist 
saw light.%

Thus the student of Hegel prepared himself for a visit to Russia in order to 
enlarge his “synthesis”—and much he needed it! In America all were 
conservative Christian anarchists; the faith was national, racial, geographic. The 
true American had never seen such supreme virtue in any of the innumerable 
shades between social anarchy and social order as to mark it for exclusively 
human and his own. He never had known a complete union either in Church or 
State or thought, and had never seen any need for it. The freedom gave him 
courage to meet any contradiction, and intelligence enough to ignore it. Exactly 
the opposite condition had marked Russian growth. The Czar’s empire was a 
phase of conservative Christian anarchy more interesting to history than all the 
complex variety of American newspapers, schools, trusts, sects, frauds, and 
Congressmen. These were Nature—pure and anarchic as the conservative 
Christian anarchist saw Nature—active, vibrating, mostly unconscious, and 
quickly reacting on force; but, from the first glimpse one caught from the 
sleeping-car window, in the early morning, of the Polish Jew at the accidental 
railway station, in all his weird horror, to the last vision of the Russian peasant, 
lighting his candle and kissing his ikon before the railway Virgin in the station 
at St. Petersburg, all was logical, conservative, Christian and anarchic. Russia had 
nothing in common with any ancient or modern world that history knew; she 
had been the oldest source of all civilization in Europe, and had kept none for 
herself; neither Europe nor Asia had ever known such a phase, which seemed to 
fall into no line of evolution whatever, and was as wonderful to the student of 
Gothic architecture in the twelfth century, as to the student of the dynamo in the 
twentieth. Studied in the dry light of conservative Christian anarchy, Russia 
became luminous like the salt of radium; but with a negative luminosity as 
though she were a substance whose energies had been sucked out—an inert 
residuum—with movement of pure inertia. From the car window one seemed to 
float past undulations of nomad life—herders deserted by their leaders and 
herds—wandering waves stopped in their wanderings—waiting for their winds 
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gave: (v) deliver, allow, allot, provide, 
furnish, impart, administer; (n) gives.

geographic: (adj) geographical. 
ANTONYM: (adj) magnetic. 

ikon: (n) picture, image, likeness, 
chiaroscuro, cyclorama, diorama, 
effigy, simulacrum, film, electronic 
image, epitome. 

inert: (adj) idle, dead, sluggish, dull, 
indolent, inactive, lifeless, dormant, 
flat, inanimate, passive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active, animate,  

proactive, keen, live, alive, mobile. 
innumerable: (adj) countless, 

numberless, incalculable, 
multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, 
unnumbered, uncounted, myriad, 
immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: 
(adj) finite. 

kissing: (n) hugging, cuddling, 
fondling, arousal, foreplay, necking; 
(adj) embracing, adhering closely, 
billing, clinging, interosculant. 

luminosity: (n) brightness, light,  

illumination, glow, luminance, 
brilliance, radiance, brilliancy, 
luminescence, gleam, shine. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, darkness. 

luminous: (adj) glowing, brilliant, 
lustrous, lucent, sunny, lambent, 
radiant, light, aglow; (adj, n) lucid, 
clear. ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, 
obscure. 

rhyme: (n) poetry, verse, poem, song, 
alliteration, numbers, rhythm; (n, v) 
rime, measure; (v) poetize, versify. 
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or warriors to return and lead them westward; tribes that had camped, like 
Khirgis, for the season, and had lost the means of motion without acquiring the 
habit of permanence. They waited and suffered. As they stood they were out of 
place, and could never have been normal. Their country acted as a sink of energy 
like the Caspian Sea, and its surface kept the uniformity of ice and snow. One 
Russian peasant kissing an ikon on a saint’s day, in the Kremlin, served for a 
hundred million. The student had no need to study Wallace, or re-read Tolstoy 
or Tourguenieff or Dostoiewski to refresh his memory of the most poignant 
analysis of human inertia ever put in words; Gorky was more than enough: 
Kropotkin answered every purpose.%

The Russian people could never have changed—could they ever be changed? 
Could inertia of race, on such a scale, be broken up, or take new form? Even in 
America, on an infinitely smaller scale, the question was old and unanswered. 
All the so-called primitive races, and some nearer survivals, had raised doubts 
which persisted against the most obstinate convictions of evolution. The Senator 
himself shook his head, and after surveying Warsaw and Moscow to his content, 
went on to St. Petersburg to ask questions of Mr. de Witte and Prince Khilkoff. 
Their conversation added new doubts; for their efforts had been immense, their 
expenditure enormous, and their results on the people seemed to be uncertain as 
yet, even to themselves. Ten or fifteen years of violent stimulus seemed resulting 
in nothing, for, since 1898, Russia lagged. 

The tourist-student, having duly reflected, asked the Senator whether he 
should allow three generations, or more, to swing the Russian people into the 
Western movement. The Senator seemed disposed to ask for more. The student 
had nothing to say. For him, all opinion founded on fact must be error, because 
the facts can never be complete, and their relations must be always infinite. Very 
likely, Russia would instantly become the most brilliant constellation of human 
progress through all the ordered stages of good; but meanwhile one might give a 
value as movement of inertia to the mass, and assume a slow acceleration that 
would, at the end of a generation, leave the gap between east and west relatively 
the same. This result reached, the Lodges thought their moral improvement 
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constellation: (adj, n) galaxy; (n) 
cancer, centaur, Andromeda, 
asterism, group, zodiac, Capricorn, 
carina, Cassiopeia; (adj) star. 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious. 

permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 
endurance, strength, immortality,  

firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability. 

poignant: (adj, v) acrid, biting, harsh, 
painful, penetrating, brisk; (adj) 
acute, cutting, moving, affecting; (adj, 
n) piquant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unemotional, cheerful, emotionless. 

refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
update, comfort, regenerate, 
rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; (adj) 

refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) exhaust, 
tire, weary, stagnate, drain, kill. 

so-called: (adj) nominal, ostensible, 
pretended, false, quasi, sham, mock. 

surveying: (n) mensuration, 
measurement, investigation, 
triangulation; (v) inspect, examine; 
(adj) observant. 

unanswered: (v) unrefuted, 
unconfuted; (adj) unsolved, 
unresolved, unrequited, 
unreciprocated, unsettled. 
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required a visit to Berlin; but forty years of varied emotions had not deadened 
Adams’s memories of Berlin, and he preferred, at any cost, to escape new ones. 
When the Lodges started for Germany, Adams took steamer for Sweden and 
landed happily, in a day or two, at Stockholm.%

Until the student is fairly sure that his problem is soluble, he gains little by 
obstinately insisting on solving it. One might doubt whether Mr. de Witte 
himself, or Prince Khilkoff, or any Grand Duke, or the Emperor, knew much 
more about it than their neighbors; and Adams was quite sure that, even in 
America, he should listen with uncertain confidence to the views of any 
Secretary of the Treasury, or railway president, or President of the United States 
whom he had ever known, that should concern the America of the next 
generation. The mere fact that any man should dare to offer them would prove 
his incompetence to judge. Yet Russia was too vast a force to be treated as an 
object of unconcern. As inertia, if in no other way, she represented three- fourths 
of the human race, and her movement might be the true movement of the future, 
against the hasty and unsure acceleration of America. No one could yet know 
what would best suit humanity, and the tourist who carried his La Fontaine in 
mind, caught himself talking as bear or as monkey according to the mirror he 
held before him. “Am I satisfied? “ he asked:— 

 
“Moi? pourquoi non?  

N’ai-je pas quatre pieds aussi bien que les autres?  
Mon portrait jusqu’ici ne m’a rien reproche;  
Mais pour mon frere l’ours, on ne l’a qu’ebauche;  
Jamais, s’il me veut croire, il ne se fera peindre.” 

 
Granting that his brother the bear lacked perfection in details, his own figure 

as monkey was not necessarily ideal or decorative, nor was he in the least sure 
what form it might take even in one generation. He had himself never ventured 
to dream of three. No man could guess what the Daimler motor and X-rays 
would do to him; but so much was sure; the monkey and motor were terribly 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, numbed, 
without sensation, duller, unfeeling, 
under, frozen, insensible, insensitive, 
knocked out. 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) deliberate, considered, leisurely, 
sensible, gradual, thorough, cautious, 
careful, roundabout, prudent, 
patient. 

incompetence: (n) inability,  

inaptitude, inadequacy, 
disqualification, ineptitude, 
impotence, ineptness, incompetency, 
insufficiency, incapability; (adj) 
inefficiency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
efficiency, skill, capability, 
effectiveness, ability. 

insisting: (v) insist; (adj) persistent, 
insistent, incumbent; (n) insistency, 
imperativeness. 

perfection: (n) maturity, ideal, 
consummation, paragon,  

completeness, finish, completion, 
crown, flawlessness, development, ne 
plus ultra. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imperfection, fault, abandonment, 
ugliness, deterioration. 

unsure: (adj) dubious, doubtful, 
insecure, vague, diffident, precarious, 
unclear, iffy, unsafe, tentative, shy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sure, decided, 
decisive, definite, undoubted, 
confident, determined, clear, 
trustworthy. 
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afraid of the bear; how much,- only a man close to their foreign departments 
knew. As the monkey looked back across the Baltic from the safe battlements of 
Stockholm, Russia looked more portentous than from the Kremlin.%

The image was that of the retreating ice-cap—a wall of archaic glacier, as 
fixed, as ancient, as eternal, as the wall of archaic ice that blocked the ocean a few 
hundred miles to the northward, and more likely to advance. Scandinavia had 
been ever at its mercy. Europe had never changed. The imaginary line that 
crossed the level continent from the Baltic to the Black Sea, merely extended the 
northern barrier-line. The Hungarians and Poles on one side still struggled 
against the Russian inertia of race, and retained their own energies under the 
same conditions that caused inertia across the frontier. Race ruled the conditions; 
conditions hardly affected race; and yet no one could tell the patient tourist what 
race was, or how it should be known. History offered a feeble and delusive smile 
at the sound of the word; evolutionists and ethnologists disputed its very 
existence; no one knew what to make of it; yet, without the clue, history was a 
nursery tale. 

The Germans, Scandinavians, Poles and Hungarians, energetic as they were, 
had never held their own against the heterogeneous mass of inertia called 
Russia, and trembled with terror whenever Russia moved. From Stockholm one 
looked back on it as though it were an ice-sheet, and so had Stockholm watched 
it for centuries. In contrast with the dreary forests of Russia and the stern streets 
of St. Petersburg, Stockholm seemed a southern vision, and Sweden lured the 
tourist on. Through a cheerful New England landscape and bright autumn, he 
rambled northwards till he found himself at Trondhjem and discovered Norway. 
Education crowded upon him in immense masses as he triangulated these vast 
surfaces of history about which he had lectured and read for a life-time. When 
the historian fully realizes his ignorance—which sometimes happens to 
Americans—he becomes even more tiresome to himself than to others, because 
his naivete is irrepressible. Adams could not get over his astonishment, though 
he had preached the Norse doctrine all his life against the stupid and beer-
swilling Saxon boors whom Freeman loved, and who, to the despair of science, 
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becomes: (v) become. 
crowded: (adj) compact, congested, 

full, packed, busy, dense, populous, 
jammed, cramped, tight; (adj, n) 
thronged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, 
deserted, uncrowded, loose. 

delusive: (adj) deceptive, false, 
misleading, fallacious, untrue, unreal, 
imaginary, fictitious, delusory, vain, 
illusory. ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, 
real, honest, genuine, actual, 
authentic. 

frontier: (n) border, edge, line, 
boundary, limit, brink, barrier, 
bound, bourn, borderland; (v) 
confine. 

heterogeneous: (adj, v) different; (adj) 
assorted, miscellaneous, mixed, 
unlike, motley, varied, various, 
disparate, heterogenous; (v) diverse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) homogeneous, 
autogenous. 

imaginary: (adj) fictitious, unreal, 
false, mythical, illusory, ideal,  

hypothetical, visionary, fictional, 
notional, chimerical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, palpable, actual, concrete, 
prosaic, normal, true. 

irrepressible: (adj) uncontrollable, 
uncontainable, unmanageable, 
wanton, inextinguishable, rampant, 
effervescent; (v) ungovernable, 
volcanic, stanchless, simmering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orderly. 

retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 
back. 
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produced Shakespeare. Mere contact with Norway started voyages of thought, 
and, under their illusions, he took the mail steamer to the north, and on 
September 14, reached Hammerfest.%

Frivolous amusement was hardly what one saw, through the equinoctial 
twilight, peering at the flying tourist, down the deep fiords, from dim patches of 
snow, where the last Laps and reindeer were watching the mail-steamer thread 
the intricate channels outside, as their ancestors had watched the first Norse 
fishermen learn them in the succession of time; but it was not the Laps, or the 
snow, or the arctic gloom, that impressed the tourist, so much as the lights of an 
electro-magnetic civilization and the stupefying contrast with Russia, which 
more and more insisted on taking the first place in historical interest. Nowhere 
had the new forces so vigorously corrected the errors of the old, or so effectively 
redressed the balance of the ecliptic. As one approached the end—the spot 
where, seventy years before, a futile Carlylean Teufelsdrockh had stopped to ask 
futile questions of the silent infinite—the infinite seemed to have become 
loquacious, not to say familiar, chattering gossip in one’s ear. An installation of 
electric lighting and telephones led tourists close up to the polar ice-cap, beyond 
the level of the magnetic pole; and there the newer Teufelsdrockh sat dumb with 
surprise, and glared at the permanent electric lights of Hammerfest. 

He had good reason—better than the Teufelsdrockh of 1830, in his liveliest 
Scotch imagination, ever dreamed, or mortal man had ever told. At best, a week 
in these dim Northern seas, without means of speech, within the Arctic circle, at 
the equinox, lent itself to gravity if not to gloom; but only a week before, 
breakfasting in the restaurant at Stockholm, his eye had caught, across, the 
neighboring table, a headline in a Swedish newspaper, announcing an attempt 
on the life of President McKinley, and from Stockholm to Trondhjem, and so up 
the coast to Hammerfest, day after day the news came, telling of the President’s 
condition, and the doings and sayings of Hay and Roosevelt, until at last a little 
journal was cried on reaching some dim haven, announcing the President’s 
death a few hours before. To Adams the death of McKinley and the advent of 
Roosevelt were not wholly void of personal emotion, but this was little in 
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advent: (n) coming, arrival, apparition, 
appearance, approach, entrance, 
emergence, Second Coming, 
reaching, season, Christmas. 
ANTONYMS: (n) departure, end, 
exit, disappearance. 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter. 

corrected: (adj) amended, reformed, 
purified, educated, altered,  

chastened, disciplined. 
equinoctial: (n) equinoctial line, 

equinoctial circle. 
equinox: (n) cosmic time, celestial 

point, autumnal equinox. 
haven: (n) harbor, port, asylum, 

harbour, refuge, retreat, destination, 
anchorage, cover, housing; (n, v) 
shelter. 

headline: (n) title, heading, caption, 
header, topic, superscription, 
dropline; (v) emphasize, advertize,  

advertise, feature. 
mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 

deathly, earthly; (n) man, individual, 
creature, person, human being, body. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) immortal; (adj) 
eternal, heavenly, mild, perfect, 
spiritual. 

peering: (adj) nosy, prying, snoopy. 
reindeer: (n) Greenland caribou, deer, 

cervid, Barren ground caribou, 
raindeer. 

seventy: (n) large integer. 
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comparison with his depth of wonder at hearing hourly reports from his most 
intimate friends, sent to him far within the realm of night, not to please him, but 
to correct the faults of the solar system. The electro-dynamo-social universe 
worked better than the sun.%

No such strange chance had ever happened to a historian before, and it upset 
for the moment his whole philosophy of conservative anarchy. The acceleration 
was marvellous, and wholly in the lines of unity. To recover his grasp of chaos, 
he must look back across the gulf to Russia, and the gap seemed to have 
suddenly become an abyss. Russia was infinitely distant. Yet the nightmare of 
the glacial ice-cap still pressed down on him from the hills, in full vision, and no 
one could look out on the dusky and oily sea that lapped these spectral islands 
without consciousness that only a day’s steaming to the northward would bring 
him to the ice-barrier, ready at any moment to advance, which obliged tourists to 
stop where Laps and reindeer and Norse fishermen had stopped so long ago that 
memory of their very origin was lost. Adams had never before met a ne plus 
ultra, and knew not what to make of it; but he felt at least the emotion of his 
Norwegian fishermen ancestors, doubtless numbering hundreds of thousands, 
jammed with their faces to the sea, the ice on the north, the ice-cap of Russian 
inertia pressing from behind, and the ice a trifling danger compared with the 
inertia. From the day they first followed the retreating ice-cap round the North 
Cape, down to the present moment, their problem was the same. 

The new Teufelsdrockh, though considerably older than the old one, saw no 
clearer into past or future, but he was fully as much perplexed. From the archaic 
ice-barrier to the Caspian Sea, a long line of division, permanent since ice and 
inertia first took possession, divided his lines of force, with no relation to climate 
or geography or soil. 

The less a tourist knows, the fewer mistakes he need make, for he will not 
expect himself to explain ignorance. A century ago he carried letters and sought 
knowledge; to-day he knows that no one knows; he needs too much and 
ignorance is learning. He wandered south again, and came out at Kiel, Hamburg, 
Bremen, and Cologne. A mere glance showed him that here was a Germany new 
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abyss: (n) gorge, ravine, chasm, gulf, 
deep, purgatory, depth, hell, gap, 
Gehenna, pit. ANTONYMS: (n) 
junction, juncture. 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, 
dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, 
clear. 

hourly: (adv) always, by the hour, 
daily, often, constantly, continually, 
frequently; (adj) horary, continual,  

ephemeral; (n) an hour. 
jammed: (adj) packed, congested, full, 

overcrowded, fixed, wedged, 
crammed, stuffed, blocked, clogged; 
(adj, v) stuck. ANTONYMS: (adj) free, 
loose. 

oily: (adj, v) bland, soapy; (adj) fatty, 
fat, oleaginous, unctuous, slick, 
buttery; (adv) unctuously, smoothly, 
oleaginously. ANTONYM: (adj) lean.

spectral: (adj) ghostly, phantasmal, 
apparitional, unearthly, ghostlike,  

supernatural, ghastly, shadowy, 
insubstantial, eerie, cadaverous. 

steaming: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
roasting, baking, hot under the collar, 
hazy, scorching; (adv) piping; (n) 
fumigation. 

ultra: (adj, n) radical, extremist; (adj) 
immoderate, extreme, utmost, 
fanatical, excessive, outlandish; (adv) 
extremely, very; (v) distinguished. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) middle, 
moderate. 

 



The Education of Henry Adams 400

to mankind. Hamburg was almost as American as St. Louis. In forty years, the 
green rusticity of Dusseldorf had taken on the sooty grime of Birmingham. The 
Rhine in 1900 resembled the Rhine of 1858 much as it resembled the Rhine of the 
Salic Franks. Cologne was a railway centre that had completed its cathedral 
which bore an absent- minded air of a cathedral of Chicago. The thirteenth 
century, carefully strained-off, catalogued, and locked up, was visible to tourists 
as a kind of Neanderthal, cave-dwelling, curiosity. The Rhine was more modern 
than the Hudson, as might well be, since it produced far more coal; but all this 
counted for little beside the radical change in the lines of force.%

In 1858 the whole plain of northern Europe, as well as the Danube in the 
south, bore evident marks of being still the prehistoric highway between Asia 
and the ocean. The trade-route followed the old routes of invasion, and Cologne 
was a resting-place between Warsaw and Flanders. Throughout northern 
Germany, Russia was felt even more powerfully than France. In 1901 Russia had 
vanished, and not even France was felt; hardly England or America. Coal alone 
was felt—its stamp alone pervaded the Rhine district and persisted to Picardy—
and the stamp was the same as that of Birmingham and Pittsburgh. The Rhine 
produced the same power, and the power produced the same people—the same 
mind—the same impulse. For a man sixty-three years old who had no hope of 
earning a living, these three months of education were the most arduous he ever 
attempted, and Russia was the most indigestible morsel he ever met; but the 
sum of it, viewed from Cologne, seemed reasonable. From Hammerfest to 
Cherbourg on one shore of the ocean—from Halifax to Norfolk on the other—
one great empire was ruled by one great emperor—Coal. Political and human 
jealousies might tear it apart or divide it, but the power and the empire were one. 
Unity had gained that ground. Beyond lay Russia, and there an older, perhaps a 
surer, power, resting on the eternal law of inertia, held its own. 

As a personal matter, the relative value of the two powers became more 
interesting every year; for the mass of Russian inertia was moving irresistibly 
over China, and John Hay stood in its path. As long as de Witte ruled, Hay was 
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cologne: (n) Koln, eau de Cologne, 
scent, fragrance, essence, eau de 
toilette, Cologne water. 

grime: (n, v) soil; (n) filth, dirt, squalor, 
grease; (v) dirty, colly, begrime, 
contaminate, pollute; (adj, v) smudge. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) clean; (n) 
cleanliness. 

indigestible: (adj) unpalatable, stodgy, 
inedible, incocted, inadmissible, 
starchy, heavy, tough, undigestible, 
filling, innutritious. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) light, digestible, tasty, readable. 
louis: (n) Joe Louis. 
minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 

disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial. 

morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 
crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite. 

powerfully: (adv) strongly, potently, 
vigorously, puissantly, effectively,  

forcefully, robustly, intensely, 
violently, hardily, firmly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gently, faintly, 
powerlessly, slightly, mildly, feebly, 
ineffectively, loosely, calmly. 

rusticity: (n) inurbanity, gaucherie, 
stiffness, simplicity, faux pas, gaffe, 
coarseness, clumsiness, gracelessness; 
(adj) low life, mauvais ton. 

sooty: (adj) black, dark, dusky, smoky, 
pitchy, fuliginous, grimy, dingy, 
murky; (v) smutty; (adj, v) dusty. 
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safe. %Should de Witte fall, Hay would totter. One could only sit down and 
watch the doings of Mr. de Witte and Mr. de Plehve. 
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doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job. 

fall: (n, v) decline, dip, rain, decrease, 
plunge, dive; (n) downfall, descent, 
autumn; (v) descend, sink. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) increase, win, 
climb, triumph; (n) ascent, 
improvement, rising; (v) ascend, 
advance, conquer, elevate. 

safe: (adj) reliable, cautious, good,  

dependable, sound, harmless, 
innocuous, correct, innocent, 
inoffensive; (n) closet. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dangerous, risky, unprotected, 
vulnerable, hurt, insecure, harmful, 
reckless, unreliable, toxic, injured. 

totter: (v) stumble, shake, falter, lurch, 
rock, teeter, waver, waddle, toddle, 
stagger, shamble. 

watch: (n, v) view, sentinel, clock, 
wake, regard, care; (v) observe, look, 
see; (n) sentry; (adj, n) surveillance.  

ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, overlook, 
harm, hurt, glance. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI I I  

 
THE  HE IGHT  OF  KNOWLEDGE  ( 1902 )  

 
 

AMERICA has always taken tragedy lightly. Too busy to stop the activity of 
their twenty-million-horse-power society, Americans ignore tragic motives that 
would have overshadowed the Middle Ages; and the world learns to regard 
assassination as a form of hysteria, and death as neurosis, to be treated by a rest-
cure. Three hideous political murders, that would have fattened the Eumenides 
with horror, have thrown scarcely a shadow on the White House.%

The year 1901 was a year of tragedy that seemed to Hay to centre on himself. 
First came, in summer, the accidental death of his son, Del Hay. Close on the 
tragedy of his son, followed that of his chief, “all the more hideous that we were 
so sure of his recovery.” The world turned suddenly into a graveyard. “I have 
acquired the funeral habit.” “Nicolay is dying. I went to see him yesterday, and 
he did not know me.” Among the letters of condolence showered upon him was 
one from Clarence King at Pasadena, “heart-breaking in grace and tenderness—
the old King manner”; and King himself “simply waiting till nature and the foe 
have done their struggle.” The tragedy of King impressed him intensely: “There 
you have it in the face!” he said—“the best and brightest man of his generation, 
with talents immeasurably beyond any of his contemporaries; with industry that 
has often sickened me to witness it; with everything in his favor but blind luck; 
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condolence: (n) compassion, pity, 
sympathy, condolement, 
condolences, lamentation, mercy, 
mourning, acknowledgement, solace, 
acknowledgment. ANTONYM: (n) 
congratulation. 

fattened: (adj) finished. 
graveyard: (n) burial ground, 

churchyard, necropolis, burying 
ground, burial site, site, burial place, 
radioactive cemetery, memorial park, 
morgue. 

hysteria: (n) delirium, frenzy, hysteric, 
madness, fury, craze, furor, panic, 
uterus, neuroticism, mania. 
ANTONYM: (n) order. 

immeasurably: (adv) boundlessly, 
endlessly, immensely, greatly, much; 
(adj) exceedingly, extremely, 
exquisitely, acutely, ultra, intensely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slightly. 

intensely: (adj, adv) extremely; (adv) 
strongly, powerfully, severely, 
violently, vehemently, acutely,  

keenly, brightly, profoundly, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, calmly, 
gently, dully, indifferently, 
impassively, jokingly, slightly, 
hardly, superficially, 
unexceptionally. 

neurosis: (n) disturbance, hysterical 
neurosis, obsession, psychosis, 
psychoneurosis, problem, phobia, 
neuroticism, nervous breakdown, 
mental illness, mental disturbance. 
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hounded by disaster from his cradle, with none of the joy of life to which he was 
entitled, dying at last, with nameless suffering alone and uncared-for, in a 
California tavern. Ca vous amuse, la vie?” 

The first summons that met Adams, before he had even landed on the pier at 
New York, December 29, was to Clarence King’s funeral, and from the funeral 
service he had no gayer road to travel than that which led to Washington, where 
a revolution had occurred that must in any case have made the men of his age 
instantly old, but which, besides hurrying to the front the generation that till then 
he had regarded as boys, could not fail to break the social ties that had till then 
held them all together.%

Ca vous amuse, la vie? Honestly, the lessons of education were becoming too 
trite. Hay himself, probably for the first time, felt half glad that Roosevelt should 
want him to stay in office, if only to save himself the trouble of quitting; but to 
Adams all was pure loss. On that side, his education had been finished at school. 
His friends in power were lost, and he knew life too well to risk total wreck by 
trying to save them. 

As far as concerned Roosevelt, the chance was hopeless. To them at sixty-
three, Roosevelt at forty-three could not be taken seriously in his old character, 
and could not be recovered in his new one. Power when wielded by abnormal 
energy is the most serious of facts, and all Roosevelt’s friends know that his 
restless and combative energy was more than abnormal. Roosevelt, more than 
any other man living within the range of notoriety, showed the singular 
primitive quality that belongs to ultimate matter—the quality that mediaeval 
theology assigned to God—he was pure act. With him wielding unmeasured 
power with immeasurable energy, in the White House, the relation of age to 
youth—of teacher to pupil—was altogether out of place; and no other was 
possible. Even Hay’s relation was a false one, while Adams’s ceased of itself. 
History’s truths are little valuable now; but human nature retains a few of its 
archaic, proverbial laws, and the wisest courtier that ever lived—Lucius Seneca 
himself—must have remained in some shade of doubt what advantage he should 
get from the power of his friend and pupil Nero Claudius, until, as a gentleman 
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combative: (adj) aggressive, 
pugnacious, argumentative, bellicose, 
agonistic, warlike, agonistical, 
martial, quarrelsome, fighting; (adj, v) 
contentious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
compromising, pacifistic, passive, 
peaceful, peaceable. 

immeasurable: (adj) endless, immense, 
infinite, huge, enormous, illimitable, 
unmeasurable, incalculable, 
inestimable, innumerable, 
interminable. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

limited, minute, finite, shallow, 
slight, negligible, tiny, few, minor, 
small. 

nameless: (adj) unknown, unnamed, 
unidentified, unsung, 
undistinguished, unspecified, 
inexpressible, strange, indescribable, 
obscure, unspeakable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) famous. 

notoriety: (n) publicity, reputation, 
fame, infamy, disrepute, note, 
notability, prominence, flagrancy,  

distinction; (adj, n) renown. 
ANTONYM: (n) obscurity. 

quitting: (n) departure, resignation. 
trite: (adj) commonplace, banal, stock, 

prosaic, threadbare, timeworn, 
stereotyped, tired; (adj, v) stale, 
common, familiar. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) important, imaginative, 
pertinent, relevant, fresh, exceptional, 
exciting. 

uncared-for: (adj) run-down, 
homeless. 
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past sixty, he received Nero’s filial invitation to kill himself. Seneca closed the 
vast circle of his knowledge by learning that a friend in power was a friend lost—
a fact very much worth insisting upon—while the gray-headed moth that had 
fluttered through many moth-administrations and had singed his wings more or 
less in them all, though he now slept nine months out of the twelve, acquired an 
instinct of self-preservation that kept him to the north side of La Fayette Square, 
and, after a sufficient habitude of Presidents and Senators, deterred him from 
hovering between them.%

Those who seek education in the paths of duty are always deceived by the 
illusion that power in the hands of friends is an advantage to them. As far as 
Adams could teach experience, he was bound to warn them that he had found it 
an invariable disaster. Power is poison. Its effect on Presidents had been always 
tragic, chiefly as an almost insane excitement at first, and a worse reaction 
afterwards; but also because no mind is so well balanced as to bear the strain of 
seizing unlimited force without habit or knowledge of it; and finding it disputed 
with him by hungry packs of wolves and hounds whose lives depend on 
snatching the carrion. Roosevelt enjoyed a singularly direct nature and honest 
intent, but he lived naturally in restless agitation that would have worn out most 
tempers in a month, and his first year of Presidency showed chronic excitement 
that made a friend tremble. The effect of unlimited power on limited mind is 
worth noting in Presidents because it must represent the same process in society, 
and the power of self-control must have limit somewhere in face of the control of 
the infinite. 

Here, education seemed to see its first and last lesson, but this is a matter of 
psychology which lies far down in the depths of history and of science; it will 
recur in other forms. The personal lesson is different. Roosevelt was lost, but this 
seemed no reason why Hay and Lodge should also be lost, yet the result was 
mathematically certain. With Hay, it was only the steady decline of strength, and 
the necessary economy of force; but with Lodge it was law of politics. He could 
not help himself, for his position as the President’s friend and independent 
statesman at once was false, and he must be unsure in both relations. 
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habitude: (n) custom, tendency, trick, 
practice, constitution, propensity, 
pattern, habitus, form, wont, use. 

hovering: (adj) suspended, poised, 
impending, flying, high. 

insane: (adj) foolish, daft, demented, 
mad, delirious, lunatic, fool, 
moonstruck, frantic, idiotic, nutty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sensible. 

mathematically: (adv) arithmetically, 
scientifically, punctually, 
algebraically, algebraicly. 

moth: (n) gelechiid, bombycid, 
geometrid, helminth, lasiocampid, 
lymantriid, arctiid, moth and rust, 
moths, worm-eaten, lasiocampid 
moth. 

roosevelt: (n) president Roosevelt, 
Theodore Roosevelt, president 
Theodore Roosevelt, president 
Franklin Roosevelt, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt, Anna 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Franklin 
Roosevelt. 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, 
prehension, taking, apprehension, 
capture, infection; (adj) catching, 
galling, controlling. 

seneca: (n) genus polygala. 
snatching: (n) capture. 
tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver, 

shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v) 
totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) flutter, 
quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady, 
calm. 

wings: (n) insignia, agency. 
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To a student, the importance of Cabot Lodge was great—much greater than 
that of the usual Senator—but it hung on his position in Massachusetts rather 
than on his control of Executive patronage; and his standing in Massachusetts 
was highly insecure. Nowhere in America was society so complex or change so 
rapid. No doubt the Bostonian had always been noted for a certain chronic 
irritability—a sort of Bostonitis—which, in its primitive Puritan forms, seemed 
due to knowing too much of his neighbors, and thinking too much of himself. 
Many years earlier William M. Evarts had pointed out to Adams the 
impossibility of uniting New England behind a New England leader. The trait 
led to good ends—such as admiration of Abraham Lincoln and George 
Washington—but the virtue was exacting; for New England standards were 
various, scarcely reconcilable with each other, and constantly multiplying in 
number, until balance between them threatened to become impossible. The old 
ones were quite difficult enough—State Street and the banks exacted one stamp; 
the old Congregational clergy another; Harvard College, poor in votes, but rich 
in social influence, a third; the foreign element, especially the Irish, held aloof, 
and seldom consented to approve any one; the new socialist class, rapidly 
growing, promised to become more exclusive than the Irish. New power was 
disintegrating society, and setting independent centres of force to work, until 
money had all it could do to hold the machine together. No one could represent 
it faithfully as a whole.%

Naturally, Adams’s sympathies lay strongly with Lodge, but the task of 
appreciation was much more difficult in his case than in that of his chief friend 
and scholar, the President. As a type for study, or a standard for education, 
Lodge was the more interesting of the two. Roosevelts are born and never can be 
taught; but Lodge was a creature of teaching—Boston incarnate—the child of his 
local parentage; and while his ambition led him to be more, the intent, though 
virtuous, was—as Adams admitted in his own case—restless. An excellent talker, 
a voracious reader, a ready wit, an accomplished orator, with a clear mind and a 
powerful memory, he could never feel perfectly at ease whatever leg he stood on, 
but shifted, sometimes with painful strain of temper, from one sensitive muscle 
to another, uncertain whether to pose as an uncompromising Yankee; or a pure 
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disintegrating: (adj) rotten, putrid, 
moldy, dying, decayed, decomposed; 
(n) destruction. 

exacting: (adj) fastidious, austere, 
strict, trying, stern, difficult, hard, 
finicky, nice; (adj, v) exigent; (adj, n) 
exact. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
relaxed, tolerant, unexacting, 
unfastidious, basic, careless, relaxing.

impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 
option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, alternative, 

choice, contradiction, contradiction in 
terms, doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) possibility, probability. 

insecure: (adj) unsound, slippery, 
doubtful, shaky, risky, rickety, bad, 
uncertain, hazardous; (adj, v) 
unstable, precarious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) confident, safe, overconfident, 
steady, certain, firm, stable, 
promising, brash. 

multiplying: (adj) cumulative; (n) 
generation, calculation. 

reconcilable: (adj) reconcile, 
accordable, agreeing, in accordance. 

uncompromising: (adj) rigid, 
inflexible, unbending, inexorable, 
strict, tough, obstinate, obdurate, 
positive, unyielding, adamant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compromising, 
flexible, gentle, weak, cooperative, 
kind, acquiescent, lenient, moderate, 
qualified, accommodating. 
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American; or a patriot in the still purer atmosphere of Irish, Germans, or Jews; or 
a scholar and historian of Harvard College. English to the last fibre of his 
thought—saturated with English literature, English tradition, English taste—
revolted by every vice and by most virtues of Frenchmen and Germans, or any 
other Continental standards, but at home and happy among the vices and 
extravagances of Shakespeare—standing first on the social, then on the political 
foot; now worshipping, now banning; shocked by the wanton display of 
immorality, but practicing the license of political usage; sometimes bitter, often 
genial, always intelligent—Lodge had the singular merit of interesting. The usual 
statesmen flocked in swarms like crows, black and monotonous. Lodge’s 
plumage was varied, and, like his flight, harked back to race. He betrayed the 
consciousness that he and his people had a past, if they dared but avow it, and 
might have a future, if they could but divine it.%

Adams, too, was Bostonian, and the Bostonian’s uncertainty of attitude was 
as natural to him as to Lodge. Only Bostonians can understand Bostonians and 
thoroughly sympathize with the inconsequences of the Boston mind. His theory 
and practice were also at variance. He professed in theory equal distrust of 
English thought, and called it a huge rag-bag of bric-a-brac, sometimes precious 
but never sure. For him, only the Greek, the Italian or the French standards had 
claims to respect, and the barbarism of Shakespeare was as flagrant as to 
Voltaire; but his theory never affected his practice. He knew that his artistic 
standard was the illusion of his own mind; that English disorder approached 
nearer to truth, if truth existed, than French measure or Italian line, or German 
logic; he read his Shakespeare as the Evangel of conservative Christian anarchy, 
neither very conservative nor very Christian, but stupendously anarchistic. He 
loved the atrocities of English art and society, as he loved Charles Dickens and 
Miss Austen, not because of their example, but because of their humor. He made 
no scruple of defying sequence and denying consistency—but he was not a 
Senator. 

Double standards are inspiration to men of letters, but they are apt to be fatal 
to politicians. Adams had no reason to care whether his standards were popular 
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atrocities: (n) murder, killing, 
slaughter, violence, carnage. 

barbarism: (n) atrocity, barbarousness, 
barbarity, cruelty, savagery, 
Gothicism, vandalism, 
uncivilizedness, heathenism, 
vulgarism, savageness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) civility, nicety. 

flagrant: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, 
crying, glaring, atrocious, obvious, 
rank, gross, heinous, flagitious, open. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unobtrusive,  

slight, ashamed, doubtful, veiled. 
monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 

dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, uninteresting, 
stupid. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, 
varied, stimulating, lively, exotic, 
enthralling, brilliant, flexible. 

plumage: (n) feather, plume, 
feathering, quill, aftershaft, alula, 
marabou, finery, animal material; 
(adj) plumosity, alular. 

practicing: (adj) practising,  

churchgoing, active, engaged, 
exercent, working. 

wanton: (adj) loose, dissolute, light, 
licentious, unchaste, lewd, 
debauched, unprovoked; (v) dally; (n, 
v) sport; (adj, v) flirt. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) moral, wise, nice, kind, gentle, 
decent, clean, careful, observant, 
justifiable, involuntary. 

worshipping: (adj) worshiping; (n) 
adoration. 
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or not, and no one else cared more than he; but Roosevelt and Lodge were 
playing a game in which they were always liable to find the shifty sands of 
American opinion yield suddenly under their feet. With this game an elderly 
friend had long before carried acquaintance as far as he wished. There was 
nothing in it for him but the amusement of the pugilist or acrobat. The larger 
study was lost in the division of interests and the ambitions of fifth-rate men; but 
foreign affairs dealt only with large units, and made personal relation possible 
with Hay which could not be maintained with Roosevelt or Lodge. As an affair 
of pure education the point is worth notice from young men who are drawn into 
politics. The work of domestic progress is done by masses of mechanical 
power—steam, electric, furnace, or other—which have to be controlled by a score 
or two of individuals who have shown capacity to manage it. The work of 
internal government has become the task of controlling these men, who are 
socially as remote as heathen gods, alone worth knowing, but never known, and 
who could tell nothing of political value if one skinned them alive. Most of them 
have nothing to tell, but are forces as dumb as their dynamos, absorbed in the 
development or economy of power. They are trustees for the public, and 
whenever society assumes the property, it must confer on them that title; but the 
power will remain as before, whoever manages it, and will then control society 
without appeal, as it controls its stokers and pit-men. Modern politics is, at 
bottom, a struggle not of men but of forces. The men become every year more 
and more creatures of force, massed about central power-houses. The conflict is 
no longer between the men, but between the motors that drive the men, and the 
men tend to succumb to their own motive forces.%

This is a moral that man strongly objects to admit, especially in mediaeval 
pursuits like politics and poetry, nor is it worth while for a teacher to insist upon 
it. What he insists upon is only that in domestic politics, every one works for an 
immediate object, commonly for some private job, and invariably in a near 
horizon, while in foreign affairs the outlook is far ahead, over a field as wide as 
the world. There the merest scholar could see what he was doing. For history, 
international relations are the only sure standards of movement; the only 
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acrobat: (n) clown, contortionist, jock, 
mountebank, Pulcinella, punch, 
harlequin, charlatan, scaramouch, 
balancer; (adj) athlete. 

dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, 
dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid, 
inarticulate, foolish, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
communicative, intelligent, 
loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, 
brilliant, talkative. 

heathen: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic; (n)  

infidel, idolater, paynim, heretic; (adj) 
heathenish, irreligious, giaour, 
godless, barbaric. 

individuals: (n) people, persons. 
pugilist: (n) bruiser, fighter, wrestler, 

combatant, heavyweight, prize 
fighter, gladiator, lightweight, the 
fancy, scrapper, slugger. 

sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, 
quicksands, shore. 

shifty: (adj) evasive, untrustworthy, 
deceitful, slippery, tricky, sneaky, sly, 

dishonest, unreliable, crooked, 
elusive. ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
aboveboard, aggressive, honest, 
straight, clear, loyal, reputable, direct. 

succumb: (v) defer, yield, bow, give in, 
give way, accede, buckle under, die, 
surrender, decease; (adj, v) faint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) endure, survive, 
conquer. 

whoever: (n) anyone, somebody; 
(pron) whosoever, whatsoever 
person. 
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foundation for a map. For this reason, Adams had always insisted that 
international relation was the only sure base for a chart of history.%

He cared little to convince any one of the correctness of his view, but as 
teacher he was bound to explain it, and as friend he found it convenient. The 
Secretary of State has always stood as much alone as the historian. Required to 
look far ahead and round hm, he measures forces unknown to party managers, 
and has found Congress more or less hostile ever since Congress first sat. The 
Secretary of State exists only to recognize the existence of a world which 
Congress would rather ignore; of obligations which Congress repudiates 
whenever it can; of bargains which Congress distrusts and tries to turn to its 
advantage or to reject. Since the first day the Senate existed, it has always 
intrigued against the Secretary of State whenever the Secretary has been obliged 
to extend his functions beyond the appointment of Consuls in Senators’ service. 

This is a matter of history which any one may approve or dispute as he will; 
but as education it gave new resources to an old scholar, for it made of Hay the 
best schoolmaster since 1865. Hay had become the most imposing figure ever 
known in the office. He had an influence that no other Secretary of State ever 
possessed, as he had a nation behind him such as history had never imagined. 
He needed to write no state papers; he wanted no help, and he stood far above 
counsel or advice; but he could instruct an attentive scholar as no other teacher 
in the world could do; and Adams sought only instruction—wanted only to chart 
the international channel for fifty years to come; to triangulate the future; to 
obtain his dimension, and fix the acceleration of movement in politics since the 
year 1200, as he was trying to fix it in philosophy and physics; in finance and 
force. 

Hay had been so long at the head of foreign affairs that at last the stream of 
events favored him. With infinite effort he had achieved the astonishing 
diplomatic feat of inducing the Senate, with only six negative votes, to permit 
Great Britain to renounce, without equivalent, treaty rights which she had for 
fifty years defended tooth and nail. This unprecedented triumph in his 
negotiations with the Senate enabled him to carry one step further his measures 
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attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate. 

imposing: (adj, n, v) impressive; (adj, 
n) noble, commanding, solemn; (adj) 
dignified, grandiose, stately, 
distinguished, regal, lofty, baronial.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) unimpressive, 
modest, unimposing, weak, 
undignified, lowly. 

inducing: (v) induce, remind, call to 
mind, suggest, bring to mind; (n) 
incentive, causing, causation, 
thought; (adj) cogent, persuasive. 

instruct: (v) charge, educate, teach, 
advise, enlighten, direct, drill, 
inform, command, indoctrinate, 
tutor. 

nail: (n, v) arrest, capture; (v) catch,  

collar, apprehend, hook, strike, hit, 
fasten, nab; (adj, n) pin. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unfasten, detach. 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist. 

tooth: (n) palate, denticle, trident, 
sprocket, saw, premolar, nap, incisor, 
grain, eyetooth; (adj) nib. 
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for general peace. About England the Senate could make no further effective 
opposition, for England was won, and Canada alone could give trouble. The next 
difficulty was with France, and there the Senate blocked advance, but England 
assumed the task, and, owing to political changes in France, effected the object—
a combination which, as late as 1901, had been visionary. The next, and far more 
difficult step, was to bring Germany into the combine; while, at the end of the 
vista, most unmanageable of all, Russia remained to be satisfied and disarmed. 
This was the instinct of what might be named McKinleyism; the system of 
combinations, consolidations, trusts, realized at home, and realizable abroad.%

With the system, a student nurtured in ideas of the eighteenth century, had 
nothing to do, and made not the least presence of meddling; but nothing forbade 
him to study, and he noticed to his astonishment that this capitalistic scheme of 
combining governments, like railways or furnaces, was in effect precisely the 
socialist scheme of Jaures and Bebel. That John Hay, of all men, should adopt a 
socialist policy seemed an idea more absurd than conservative Christian anarchy, 
but paradox had become the only orthodoxy in politics as in science. When one 
saw the field, one realized that Hay could not help himself, nor could Bebel. 
Either Germany must destroy England and France to create the next inevitable 
unification as a system of continent against continent—or she must pool 
interests. Both schemes in turn were attributed to the Kaiser; one or the other he 
would have to choose; opinion was balanced doubtfully on their merits; but, 
granting both to be feasible, Hay’s and McKinley’s statesmanship turned on the 
point of persuading the Kaiser to join what might be called the Coal-power 
combination, rather than build up the only possible alternative, a Gun-power 
combination by merging Germany in Russia. Thus Bebel and Jaures, McKinley 
and Hay, were partners. 

The problem was pretty—even fascinating—and, to an old Civil-War private 
soldier in diplomacy, as rigorous as a geometrical demonstration. As the last 
possible lesson in life, it had all sorts of ultimate values. Unless education 
marches on both feet—theory and practice—it risks going astray; and Hay was 
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combinations: (n) incorporation, 
conjunction. 

disarmed: (adj) harmless, prostrate. 
effected: (adj) completed, complete, 

finished, fulfilled, done, realized, 
conventional, constituted, 
established. 

marches: (n) precinct, Marche, stint. 
merging: (n) confluence, concourse, 

merger, meeting, conflux, unification, 
coming together, amalgamation, 
merge, integration; (adj) blending.  

ANTONYM: (n) segregation. 
orthodoxy: (n) conventionality, 

conventionalism, conformism, 
convention, unoriginality, 
orthodoxness, traditional values, 
Catholicism, catholicity, 
traditionalism, religion. 

realizable: (adj) doable, achievable, 
attainable, practicable, feasible, 
accomplishable, marketable, viable, 
available, obtainable, tangible. 

rigorous: (adj) rigid, precise, hard,  

strict, austere, accurate, exacting, 
exact, cruel, stern, inflexible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lax, weak, 
slapdash, sloppy, sketchy, lenient, 
gentle, flexible, careless, halfhearted. 

unification: (n) combination, merger, 
amalgamation, fusion, coalition, 
reunion, synthesis, incorporation, 
embodiment, consolidation, 
conglutination. ANTONYMS: (n) 
separation, division, segregation, 
divergence. 
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probably the most accomplished master of both then living. He knew not only 
the forces but also the men, and he had no other thought than his policy.%

Probably this was the moment of highest knowledge that a scholar could ever 
reach. He had under his eyes the whole educational staff of the Government at a 
time when the Government had just reached the heights of highest activity and 
influence. Since 1860, education had done its worst, under the greatest masters 
and at enormous expense to the world, to train these two minds to catch and 
comprehend every spring of international action, not to speak of personal 
influence; and the entire machinery of politics in several great countries had little 
to do but supply the last and best information. Education could be carried no 
further. 

With its effects on Hay, Adams had nothing to do; but its effects on himself 
were grotesque. Never had the proportions of his ignorance looked so appalling. 
He seemed to know nothing—to be groping in darkness—to be falling forever in 
space; and the worst depth consisted in the assurance, incredible as it seemed, 
that no one knew more. He had, at least, the mechanical assurance of certain 
values to guide him—like the relative intensities of his Coal-powers, and relative 
inertia of his Gun-powers—but he conceived that had he known, besides the 
mechanics, every relative value of persons, as well as he knew the inmost 
thoughts of his own Government—had the Czar and the Kaiser and the Mikado 
turned schoolmasters, like Hay, and taught him all they knew, he would still 
have known nothing. They knew nothing themselves. Only by comparison of 
their ignorance could the student measure his own. 
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accomplished: (adj) proficient, able, 
skillful, gifted, finished, experienced, 
completed, adept, fine, versed, 
competent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfinished, amateur, untrained, 
unskilled, unseasoned, unable, 
inexpert, green, clumsy, bad, 
mediocre. 

appalling: (adj, v) shocking, grim, 
terrific; (adj) alarming, dire, ghastly, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, atrocious, 
vile. ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant,  

admirable, lovely, encouraging, 
laudable, comforting, pleasing, 
agreeable, honorable, appealing, 
humane. 

comprehend: (v) grasp, catch, see, 
comprise, appreciate, feel, sense, 
apperceive, read; (adj, v) understand; 
(n, v) embrace. ANTONYMS: (v) 
mistake, misapprehend, exclude, 
misunderstand, misconceive. 

groping: (adj) fumbling, gropingly, 
investigative, incertain, blind,  

probing, tentative, uncertain, unsure, 
hesitant, exploratory. 

inmost: (adj) innermost, inward, deep, 
intimate, private, inner, interior, 
internal, personal, secret, intrinsic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) outermost. 

mechanics: (n) mechanism, 
aerodynamics, kinematics, 
hydraulics, kinetics, kinetic, statics, 
classical mechanics, theory of motion, 
pneumatics, hydraulic. 
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C H A P T E R  X X I X  

 
T H E  A B Y S S  O F  I G N O R A N C E  ( 1 9 0 2 )  

 
 

THE%years hurried past, and gave hardly time to note their work. Three or 
four months, though big with change, come to an end before the mind can catch 
up with it. Winter vanished; spring burst into flower; and again Paris opened its 
arms, though not for long. Mr. Cameron came over, and took the castle of 
Inverlochy for three months, which he summoned his friends to garrison. 
Lochaber seldom laughs, except for its children, such as Camerons, McDonalds, 
Campbells and other products of the mist; but in the summer of 1902 Scotland 
put on fewer airs of coquetry than usual. Since the terrible harvest of 1879 which 
one had watched sprouting on its stalks on the Shropshire hillsides, nothing had 
equalled the gloom. Even when the victims fled to Switzerland, they found the 
Lake of Geneva and the Rhine not much gayer, and Carlsruhe no more restful 
than Paris; until at last, in desperation, one drifted back to the Avenue of the Bois 
de Boulogne, and, like the Cuckoo, dropped into the nest of a better citizen. 
Diplomacy has its uses. Reynolds Hitt, transferred to Berlin, abandoned his attic 
to Adams, and there, for long summers to come, he hid in ignorance and silence. 

Life at last managed of its own accord to settle itself into a working 
arrangement. After so many years of effort to find one’s drift, the drift found the 
seeker, and slowly swept him forward and back, with a steady progress 
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airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty. 

coquetry: (v) captation, 
obsequiousness, sentimentalism, 
sycophancy, mock modesty, 
minauderie, toadeating, flunkeyism, 
prudery; (n) dalliance, invitation. 

diplomacy: (n) tact, delicacy, 
diplomatics, statecraft, wisdom, 
tactfulness, talks, wiseness, foreign 
affairs; (n, v) politics; (adj) diplomatic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) violence, 
indiscretion, tactlessness, 
insensitivity. 

restful: (adj) quiet, peaceful, still, 
comfortable, placid, soft, tranquil, 
reposeful, relaxing, easy, peaceable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncomfortable, 
unwelcoming, irritating, harsh, noisy, 

rushed, stimulating. 
seeker: (n) searcher, hunter, quester, 

applicant, gadabout, soul, someone, 
somebody, examiner, zetetic, 
searcher beetle. 

sprouting: (n) germination, growth, 
shooting, ontogenesis, maturation; 
(adj) growing, evolving, green, 
embryonic, emergent, nascent. 
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oceanwards. Such lessons as summer taught, winter tested, and one had only to 
watch the apparent movement of the stars in order to guess one’s declination. 
The process is possible only for men who have exhausted auto-motion. Adams 
never knew why, knowing nothing of Faraday, he began to mimic Faraday’s 
trick of seeing lines of force all about him, where he had always seen lines of will. 
Perhaps the effect of knowing no mathematics is to leave the mind to imagine 
figures—images—phantoms; one’s mind is a watery mirror at best; but, once 
conceived, the image became rapidly simple, and the lines of force presented 
themselves as lines of attraction. Repulsions counted only as battle of attractions. 
By this path, the mind stepped into the mechanical theory of the universe before 
knowing it, and entered a distinct new phase of education.%

This was the work of the dynamo and the Virgin of Chartres. Like his 
masters, since thought began, he was handicapped by the eternal mystery of 
Force—the sink of all science. For thousands of years in history, he found that 
Force had been felt as occult attraction—love of God and lust for power in a 
future life. After 1500, when this attraction began to decline, philosophers fell 
back on some vis a tergo—instinct of danger from behind, like Darwin’s survival 
of the fittest; and one of the greatest minds, between Descartes and Newton—
Pascal—saw the master-motor of man in ennui, which was also scientific: “I have 
often said that all the troubles of man come from his not knowing how to sit 
still.” Mere restlessness forces action. “So passes the whole of life. We combat 
obstacles in order to get repose, and, when got, the repose is insupportable; for 
we think either of the troubles we have, or of those that threaten us; and even if 
we felt safe on every side, ennui would of its own accord spring up from the 
depths of the heart where it is rooted by nature, and would fill the mind with its 
venom.” 

 
“If goodness lead him not, yet weariness   

May toss him to My breast.” 
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declination: (n) descent, decay, 
decline, refusal, deviation, slope, Dec, 
celestial latitude, variation of the 
compass needle, variation, slant. 

eternal: (adj) constant, perpetual, 
ceaseless, everlasting, lasting, 
continual, aeonian, immortal, 
boundless, deathless, enduring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mortal, finite, 
brief, ephemeral, fleeting, terminable, 
ending, fragile, inconstant. 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable,  

intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable. 

lust: (n, v) desire, hunger, itch; (n) 
craving, greed, libido, lecherousness, 
cupidity, lewdness; (v) covet, crave. 

rooted: (adj, v) fixed; (adj) ingrained, 
immovable, inveterate, firm, set, 
frozen, riveted, irremovable; (v)  

imbedded, posited. 
stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen. 
toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 

cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 
convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
catch. 

watery: (adj) moist, diluted, wet, 
dilute, washy, thin, damp, fluid, 
aqueous, weak, insipid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, solid, dry, 
soft, dehydrated, lively, dark, clear, 
thick, hard. 
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Ennui, like Natural Selection, accounted for change, but failed to account for 
direction of change. For that, an attractive force was essential; a force from 
outside; a shaping influence. Pascal and all the old philosophies called this 
outside force God or Gods. Caring but little for the name, and fixed only on 
tracing the Force, Adams had gone straight to the Virgin at Chartres, and asked 
her to show him God, face to face, as she did for St. Bernard. She replied, kindly 
as ever, as though she were still the young mother of to-day, with a sort of 
patient pity for masculine dulness: “My dear outcast, what is it you seek? This is 
the Church of Christ! If you seek him through me, you are welcome, sinner or 
saint; but he and I are one. We are Love! We have little or nothing to do with 
God’s other energies which are infinite, and concern us the less because our 
interest is only in man, and the infinite is not knowable to man. Yet if you are 
troubled by your ignorance, you see how I am surrounded by the masters of the 
schools! Ask them!”%

The answer sounded singularly like the usual answer of British science which 
had repeated since Bacon that one must not try to know the unknowable, 
though one was quite powerless to ignore it; but the Virgin carried more 
conviction, for her feminine lack of interest in all perfections except her own was 
honester than the formal phrase of science; since nothing was easier than to 
follow her advice, and turn to Thomas Aquinas, who, unlike modern physicists, 
answered at once and plainly: “To me,” said St. Thomas, “Christ and the Mother 
are one Force—Love—simple, single, and sufficient for all human wants; but 
Love is a human interest which acts even on man so partially that you and I, as 
philosophers, need expect no share in it. Therefore we turn to Christ and the 
Schools who represent all other Force. We deal with Multiplicity and call it God. 
After the Virgin has redeemed by her personal Force as Love all that is 
redeemable in man, the Schools embrace the rest, and give it Form, Unity, and 
Motive.” 

This chart of Force was more easily studied than any other possible scheme, 
for one had but to do what the Church was always promising to do—abolish in 
one flash of lightning not only man, but also the Church itself, the earth, the 
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bernard: (n) Claude Bernard. 
dulness: (n) dullness, matt, dreariness, 

dimness, bluntness, flatness, 
boringness, vapidity, jejunity, mat, 
tedium. ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
asperity. 

knowable: (adj) cognisable, 
comprehensible, cognoscible, clear, 
lucid, luminous, intelligible, 
comprehendible. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpredictable. 

pascal: (n) Blaise Pascal,  

mathematician. 
redeemable: (adj) cashable, 

recoverable, repayable, payable, 
corrigible, exchangeable, negotiable, 
redemptible, reformable; (v) 
rescuable, extricable. 

shaping: (adj, n) forming; (adj) 
formative, molding; (n) forging, 
grooving, rifling, defining, form, 
organization, making, conformation. 

sinner: (n) criminal, miscreant, culprit, 
sinful, trespasser, transgressor,  

evildoer, magdalen, rascal, villain, 
sinners. 

sounded: (adj) measured, oral. 
tracing: (n) trace, copy, design, model, 

chase, drafting, action of tracing, 
blueprint, cast, draftsmanship, ghost. 

unknowable: (adj) unfathomable, 
mysterious, incomprehensible, 
inscrutable, unintelligible, 
impenetrable, transcendent, 
unaccountable, incognizable, 
surpassing, supernatural. 
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other planets, and the sun, in order to clear the air; without affecting mediaeval 
science. The student felt warranted in doing what the Church threatened—
abolishing his solar system altogether—in order to look at God as actual; 
continuous movement, universal cause, and interchangeable force. This was 
pantheism, but the Schools were pantheist; at least as pantheistic as the 
Energetik of the Germans; and their deity was the ultimate energy, whose 
thought and act were one.%

Rid of man and his mind, the universe of Thomas Aquinas seemed rather 
more scientific than that of Haeckel or Ernst Mach. Contradiction for 
contradiction, Attraction for attraction, Energy for energy, St. Thomas’s idea of 
God had merits. Modern science offered not a vestige of proof, or a theory of 
connection between its forces, or any scheme of reconciliation between thought 
and mechanics; while St. Thomas at least linked together the joints of his 
machine. As far as a superficial student could follow, the thirteenth century 
supposed mind to be a mode of force directly derived from the intelligent prime 
motor, and the cause of all form and sequence in the universe—therefore the 
only proof of unity. Without thought in the unit, there could be no unity; without 
unity no orderly sequence or ordered society. Thought alone was Form. Mind 
and Unity flourished or perished together. 

This education startled even a man who had dabbled in fifty educations all 
over the world; for, if he were obliged to insist on a Universe, he seemed driven 
to the Church. Modern science guaranteed no unity. The student seemed to feel 
himself, like all his predecessors, caught, trapped, meshed in this eternal drag-
net of religion. 

In practice the student escapes this dilemma in two ways: the first is that of 
ignoring it, as one escapes most dilemmas; the second is that the Church rejects 
pantheism as worse than atheism, and will have nothing to do with the pantheist 
at any price. In wandering through the forests of ignorance, one necessarily fell 
upon the famous old bear that scared children at play; but, even had the animal 
shown more logic than its victim, one had learned from Socrates to distrust, 
above all other traps, the trap of logic—the mirror of the mind. Yet the search for 
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deity: (n) God, godhead, godhood, 
godship, idol, immortal, goddess, 
Jupiter; (adj, n) divinity, the Deity, 
theology. ANTONYMS: (n) human, 
mortal, person. 

meshed: (adj) intermeshed, engaged, 
enmeshed, booked, busy, betrothed, 
bespoken, affianced; (n) Mashhad, 
metropolis, city. 

mode: (n) means, method, form, way, 
style, custom, condition, guise; (n, v) 
manner, fashion, wise. 

orderly: (adj) neat, tidy, exact, regular, 
ordered, systematic, logical, coherent, 
businesslike; (adv) systematically; (n) 
attendant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmanageable, rowdy, wild, 
disorganized, untidy, disorderly, 
confused, lawless, messy, defiant, 
haphazard. 

pantheism: (n) theism. 
pantheist: (n) worshipper, polytheist, 

worshiper, pagan, believer. 
pantheistic: (adj) polytheistic,  

pantheistical. 
reconciliation: (n, v) concord, peace, 

harmony; (n) adjustment, agreement, 
rapprochement, pacification, 
reconcilement, conciliation, 
appeasement, mediation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incitement, war. 

rejects: (adj) culls; (n) castoffs. 
startled: (adj) dumbfounded, 

dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded. 
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a unit of force led into catacombs of thought where hundreds of thousands of 
educations had found their end. Generation after generation of painful and 
honest-minded scholars had been content to stay in these labyrinths forever, 
pursuing ignorance in silence, in company with the most famous teachers of all 
time. Not one of them had ever found a logical highroad of escape.%

Adams cared little whether he escaped or not, but he felt clear that he could 
not stop there, even to enjoy the society of Spinoza and Thomas Aquinas. True, 
the Church alone had asserted unity with any conviction, and the historian alone 
knew what oceans of blood and treasure the assertion had cost; but the only 
honest alternative to affirming unity was to deny it; and the denial would 
require a new education. At sixty-five years old a new education promised 
hardly more than the old. Possibly the modern legislator or magistrate might no 
longer know enough to treat as the Church did the man who denied unity, 
unless the denial took the form of a bomb; but no teacher would know how to 
explain what he thought he meant by denying unity. Society would certainly 
punish the denial if ever any one learned enough to understand it. Philosophers, 
as a rule, cared little what principles society affirmed or denied, since the 
philosopher commonly held that though he might sometimes be right by good 
luck on some one point, no complex of individual opinions could possibly be 
anything but wrong; yet, supposing society to be ignored, the philosopher was 
no further forward. Nihilism had no bottom. For thousands of years every 
philosopher had stood on the shore of this sunless sea, diving for pearls and 
never finding them. All had seen that, since they could not find bottom, they 
must assume it. The Church claimed to have found it, but, since 1450, motives for 
agreeing on some new assumption of Unity, broader and deeper than that of the 
Church, had doubled in force until even the universities and schools, like the 
Church and State, seemed about to be driven into an attempt to educate, though 
specially forbidden to do it. 

Like most of his generation, Adams had taken the word of science that the 
new unit was as good as found. It would not be an intelligence—probably not 
even a consciousness—but it would serve. He passed sixty years waiting for it, 
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denial: (adv, n) negation; (n) 
abnegation, repulse, renunciation, no, 
contradiction, abjuration, rejection, 
negative, refusal; (v) deny. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
declaration, affirmation, confession, 
admission, agreement, provision, 
prosecution, approval, permission, 
affirmative. 

diving: (n) immersion, dives, belly 
whopper, skin diving, belly flopper, 
belly whop, diving event, gainer;  

(adv) headlong, headfirst; (v) 
submerge. 

doubled: (adj) twofold, multiple, 
doubles, folded, repeated, dual, 
bivalent, reduplicate. 

highroad: (n) main road, trunk road, a 
highway. 

magistrate: (n) judge, jurist, justiciary, 
adjudicator, beak, official, provost, 
recorder, archon, doge, chancellor. 

nihilism: (n) philosophy, ism, 
doctrine, lawlessness, disbelief,  

atheism, nihilistic delusion; (v) reign 
of violence; (adj) nihility. 

pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery. 
philosopher: (n) thinker, bacon, 

libertarian, gymnosophist, empiricist, 
necessitarian, moralist, theorist, 
wisdom, pundit, mechanist. 

sunless: (adj) cloudy, dark, cheerless, 
clouded, lightless, gloomy, 
tenebrous, mentally disordered, 
blurred. 
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and at the end of that time, on reviewing the ground, he was led to think that the 
final synthesis of science and its ultimate triumph was the kinetic theory of 
gases; which seemed to cover all motion in space, and to furnish the measure of 
time. So far as he understood it, the theory asserted that any portion of space is 
occupied by molecules of gas, flying in right lines at velocities varying up to a 
mile in a second, and colliding with each other at intervals varying up to 
17,750,000 times in a second. To this analysis—if one understood it right—all 
matter whatever was reducible, and the only difference of opinion in science 
regarded the doubt whether a still deeper analysis would reduce the atom of gas 
to pure motion.%

Thus, unless one mistook the meaning of motion, which might well be, the 
scientific synthesis commonly called Unity was the scientific analysis commonly 
called Multiplicity. The two things were the same, all forms being shifting phases 
of motion. Granting this ocean of colliding atoms, the last hope of humanity, 
what happened if one dropped the sounder into the abyss—let it go—frankly 
gave up Unity altogether? What was Unity? Why was one to be forced to affirm 
it? 

Here everybody flatly refused help. Science seemed content with its old 
phrase of “larger synthesis,” which was well enough for science, but meant chaos 
for man. One would have been glad to stop and ask no more, but the anarchist 
bomb bade one go on, and the bomb is a powerful persuader. One could not 
stop, even to enjoy the charms of a perfect gas colliding seventeen million times 
in a second, much like an automobile in Paris. Science itself had been crowded so 
close to the edge of the abyss that its attempts to escape were as metaphysical as 
the leap, while an ignorant old man felt no motive for trying to escape, seeing 
that the only escape possible lay in the form of vis a tergo commonly called 
Death. He got out his Descartes again; dipped into his Hume and Berkeley; 
wrestled anew with his Kant; pondered solemnly over his Hegel and 
Schopenhauer and Hartmann; strayed gaily away with his Greeks—all merely to 
ask what Unity meant, and what happened when one denied it. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dipped: (adj) immersed, unfit, 
swaybacked, lordotic, curved in, 
swayback. 

flatly: (adv) categorically, smoothly, 
plainly, levelly, insipidly, evenly, 
firmly, monotonously, horizontally, 
peremptorily, directly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) animatedly. 

furnish: (v) afford, provide, 
contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: (v) 

divest. 
motive: (n, v) cause; (n) account, 

incentive, impulse, inducement, 
motif, motivation, incitement, reason, 
subject; (v) aim. ANTONYM: (n) 
disincentive. 

persuader: (n) communicator, tree 
pusher, inducer, club, coaxer, gun. 

portion: (n, v) division, lot, allot, 
dividend, divide; (n) piece, parcel, 
fragment, component, section; (adj, n) 
constituent. ANTONYM: (n) whole. 

seventeen: (n) large integer. 
synthesis: (n) fusion, compound, 

union, incorporation, mixture, 
composite, unification, 
amalgamation, biosynthesis, 
deductive reasoning, deduction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) separation, 
analysis, division. 

varying: (adj) shifting, patchy, 
changeable, unequal, changing, 
varied, variant, fickle, unreliable, 
untrustworthy, altering. 
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Apparently one never denied it. Every philosopher, whether sane or insane, 
naturally affirmed it. The utmost flight of anarchy seemed to have stopped with 
the assertion of two principles, and even these fitted into each other, like good 
and evil, light and darkness. Pessimism itself, black as it might be painted, had 
been content to turn the universe of contradictions into the human thought as 
one Will, and treat it as representation. Metaphysics insisted on treating the 
universe as one thought or treating thought as one universe; and philosophers 
agreed, like a kinetic gas, that the universe could be known only as motion of 
mind, and therefore as unity. One could know it only as one’s self; it was 
psychology.%

Of all forms of pessimism, the metaphysical form was, for a historian, the 
least enticing. Of all studies, the one he would rather have avoided was that of 
his own mind. He knew no tragedy so heartrending as introspection, and the 
more, because—as Mephistopheles said of Marguerite—he was not the first. 
Nearly all the highest intelligence known to history had drowned itself in the 
reflection of its own thought, and the bovine survivors had rudely told the truth 
about it, without affecting the intelligent. One’s own time had not been exempt. 
Even since 1870 friends by scores had fallen victims to it. Within five-and-twenty 
years, a new library had grown out of it. Harvard College was a focus of the 
study; France supported hospitals for it; England published magazines of it. 
Nothing was easier than to take one’s mind in one’s hand, and ask one’s 
psychological friends what they made of it, and the more because it mattered so 
little to either party, since their minds, whatever they were, had pretty nearly 
ceased to reflect, and let them do what they liked with the small remnant, they 
could scarcely do anything very new with it. All one asked was to learn what 
they hoped to do. 

Unfortunately the pursuit of ignorance in silence had, by this time, led the 
weary pilgrim into such mountains of ignorance that he could no longer see any 
path whatever, and could not even understand a signpost. He failed to fathom 
the depths of the new psychology, which proved to him that, on that side as on 
the mathematical side, his power of thought was atrophied, if, indeed, it ever 
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bovine: (adj) stolid, animal, crass, 
canine, fishy, vaccine, feline, 
lumbering, slothful; (n) ox, cattle. 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent. 

enticing: (adj, v) alluring; (adj) 
tempting, attractive, beguiling, 
inviting, seductive, engaging, 
fetching, appealing, fascinating, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unappealing, unattractive, revolting. 

heartrending: (adj) grievous,  

deplorable, pitiful, distressing, 
catastrophic, woeful, tragic, pathetic, 
moving, miserable, affecting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
unemotional, joyous, happy. 

introspection: (n) examination, 
contemplation, examen, 
thoughtfulness, reflection, reflexion, 
meditation, discernment, thought; (v) 
scrutiny inspection, study. 

pilgrim: (n) hadji, passenger, 
journeyer, palmer, traveler,  

wanderer, conventual, monk, 
mendicant, lay brother, hajji. 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
acceptably, gently. 
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existed. Since he could not fathom the science, he could only ask the simplest of 
questions: Did the new psychology hold that the IvXn—soul or mind—was or 
was not a unit? He gathered from the books that the psychologists had, in a few 
cases, distinguished several personalities in the same mind, each conscious and 
constant, individual and exclusive. The fact seemed scarcely surprising, since it 
had been a habit of mind from earliest recorded time, and equally familiar to the 
last acquaintance who had taken a drug or caught a fever, or eaten a Welsh 
rarebit before bed; for surely no one could follow the action of a vivid dream, 
and still need to be told that the actors evoked by his mind were not himself, but 
quite unknown to all he had ever recognized as self. The new psychology went 
further, and seemed convinced that it had actually split personality not only into 
dualism, but also into complex groups, like telephonic centres and systems, that 
might be isolated and called up at will, and whose physical action might be 
occult in the sense of strangeness to any known form of force. Dualism seemed to 
have become as common as binary stars. Alternating personalities turned up 
constantly, even among one’s friends. The facts seemed certain, or at least as 
certain as other facts; all they needed was explanation.%

This was not the business of the searcher of ignorance, who felt himself in no 
way responsible for causes. To his mind, the compound IvXn took at once the 
form of a bicycle-rider, mechanically balancing himself by inhibiting all his 
inferior personalities, and sure to fall into the sub-conscious chaos below, if one 
of his inferior personalities got on top. The only absolute truth was the sub-
conscious chaos below. which every one could feel when he sought it. 

Whether the psychologists admitted it or not, mattered little to the student 
who, by the law of his profession, was engaged in studying his own mind. On 
him, the effect was surprising. He woke up with a shudder as though he had 
himself fallen off his bicycle. If his mind were really this sort of magnet, 
mechanically dispersing its lines of force when it went to sleep, and mechanically 
orienting them when it woke up—which was normal, the dispersion or 
orientation? The mind, like the body, kept its unity unless it happened to lose 
balance, but the professor of physics, who slipped on a pavement and hurt 
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alternating: (adj) intermittent, 
recurrent, irregular, regular, every 
other, blinking, successive; (adv) back 
and forth. ANTONYM: (adj) direct. 

balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) 
bringing into state of equilibrium, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel 
balancing, balancing accountancy, 
comparison; (adj) libratory. 

binary: (adj) twin, double, canicular, 
numeric; (n) Algol, Antares, binary  

star, Aldebaran, double star, 
Procyon, Rigel. 

dispersion: (n) diffusion, dispersal, 
distribution, dissipation, spread, 
circulation, dissemination, scattering, 
spacing, deflocculation, variance. 

dualism: (n) ism, philosophy, 
duplicity, bitheism, ditheism, 
doctrine. 

eaten: (v) eat. 
inferior: (adj) secondary, bad, humble, 

poor, junior, petty, lesser, cheap,  

base, feeble, vulgar. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) better, choice, excellent, 
premium, adscript, perfect, higher, 
quality, senior; (adj, n) superscript; 
(n) boss. 

inhibiting: (v) inhibit; (adj) repressing, 
repressive, restrictive. 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 
(v) flutter. 

woke: (v) arouse. 
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himself, knew no more than an idiot what knocked him down, though he did 
know—what the idiot could hardly do—that his normal condition was idiocy, or 
want of balance, and that his sanity was unstable artifice. His normal thought 
was dispersion, sleep, dream, inconsequence; the simultaneous action of 
different thought-centres without central control. His artificial balance was 
acquired habit. He was an acrobat, with a dwarf on his back, crossing a chasm 
on a slack-rope, and commonly breaking his neck.%

By that path of newest science, one saw no unity ahead—nothing but a 
dissolving mind—and the historian felt himself driven back on thought as one 
continuous Force, without Race, Sex, School, Country, or Church. This has been 
always the fate of rigorous thinkers, and has always succeeded in making them 
famous, as it did Gibbon, Buckle, and Auguste Comte. Their method made what 
progress the science of history knew, which was little enough, but they did at last 
fix the law that, if history ever meant to correct the errors she made in detail, she 
must agree on a scale for the whole. Every local historian might defy this law till 
history ended, but its necessity would be the same for man as for space or time or 
force, and without it the historian would always remain a child in science. 

Any schoolboy could see that man as a force must be measured by motion, 
from a fixed point. Psychology helped here by suggesting a unit—the point of 
history when man held the highest idea of himself as a unit in a unified universe. 
Eight or ten years of study had led Adams to think he might use the century 
1150-1250, expressed in Amiens Cathedral and the Works of Thomas Aquinas, as 
the unit from which he might measure motion down to his own time, without 
assuming anything as true or untrue, except relation. The movement might be 
studied at once in philosophy and mechanics. Setting himself to the task, he 
began a volume which he mentally knew as “Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres: a 
Study of Thirteenth-Century Unity.” From that point he proposed to fix a 
position for himself, which he could label: “The Education of Henry Adams: a 
Study of Twentieth-Century Multiplicity.” With the help of these two points of 
relation, he hoped to project his lines forward and backward indefinitely, subject 
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acquired: (adj) acquisitive, acquisite, 
extrinsic, noninheritable, derivative. 

defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, 
ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, 
withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, 
acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, 
accept. 

dissolving: (n) dissolution, breakup, 
dissipation, disintegration, 
destruction, cancellation, 
adjournment; (adj) solvent, diffluent, 

deliquescent. 
dwarf: (adj, n) midget, miniature; (n) 

gnome, fairy, brownie, manikin, 
pygmy; (v) overshadow; (adj) little, 
runt, baby. ANTONYMS: (adj) large, 
big, huge; (v) maximize. 

idiocy: (n) folly, absurdity, amentia, 
fatuity, idiot, foolishness, lunacy, 
silliness, madness, idiotism, 
stupidity. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
logic, wisdom. 

inconsequence: (n) illogicality,  

independence, irrelevance, 
inconsequentness, inconsistency, 
insignificance, unimportance. 
ANTONYM: (n) importance. 

newest: (adj) last, up-to-the-minute, 
up-to-date, novel, fresh, hot, lowest, 
concluding, fashionable, stylish, final. 

unified: (adj) integrated, united, 
incorporate, coordinated, merged, 
amalgamated, interconnected, 
concurrent, conformable, combined, 
unanimous. 
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to correction from any one who should know better. Thereupon, he sailed for 
home. %
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better: (adj, v) improve, mend; (adj, 
adv, v) best; (v) recover, ameliorate, 
emend, reform, advance, enhance, 
surpass; (n) bettor. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, adv) worse; (adj, n) inferior; (v) 
worsen, deteriorate; (adj) lesser, 
lower, tinier, ill, unhealthy, smaller, 
sicker. 

correction: (n) amendment, 
adjustment, alteration, chastisement, 
discipline, redress, castigation,  

 

modification, punishment, 
improvement, emendation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fabrication, reward, 
award, persuasion. 

home: (n) domicile, abode, house, 
residence, base, place, dwelling, 
family, habitation; (adj) domestic; 
(adj, n) household. ANTONYMS: (adj)
external, national, public, away, 
foreign; (adv) out. 

thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, then, 
 

immediately, therefore, therewith, in 
the sequel, close upon, upon which, 
whereupon, accordingly. 
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C H A P T E R  X X X  

 
V I S  I N E R T I A E  ( 1 9 0 3 )  

 
 

WASHINGTON was always amusing, but in 1900, as in 1800, its chief interest 
lay in its distance from New York. The movement of New York had become 
planetary—beyond control—while the task of Washington, in 1900 as in 1800, 
was to control it. The success of Washington in the past century promised ill for 
its success in the next.%

To a student who had passed the best years of his life in pondering over the 
political philosophy of Jefferson, Gallatin, and Madison, the problem that 
Roosevelt took in hand seemed alive with historical interest, but it would need at 
least another half-century to show its results. As yet, one could not measure the 
forces or their arrangement; the forces had not even aligned themselves except in 
foreign affairs; and there one turned to seek the channel of wisdom as naturally 
as though Washington did not exist. The President could do nothing effectual in 
foreign affairs, but at least he could see something of the field. 

Hay had reached the summit of his career, and saw himself on the edge of 
wreck. Committed to the task of keeping China “open,” he saw China about to 
be shut. Almost alone in the world, he represented the “open door,” and could 
not escape being crushed by it. Yet luck had been with him in full tide. Though 
Sir Julian Pauncefote had died in May, 1902, after carrying out tasks that filled an 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, 
compressed, overwhelmed, 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, euphoric. 

luck: (n) fortune, fate, accident, 
destiny, hazard, lot, advantage, 
providence, portion, happiness; (n, v) 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) design. 

philosophy: (n) ethics, logic, theory, 
ideology, literalism, monism,  

metaphysics, etiology, esthetics, 
axiology; (adj, n) stoicism. 

promised: (adj) pledged, affianced, 
betrothed, busy, devoted, employed, 
greatly interested, intended, 
involved; (v) benempt, named. 

summit: (n) peak, apex, acme, top, 
height, crown, point, crest, tip, 
climax, culmination. ANTONYMS: 
(n) nadir, bottom, dip, trough. 

tasks: (n) farm duties, household 
tasks, odd Jobs, errands. 

tide: (n, v) wave, flood, surge; (n) 
stream, flow, course, drift, time, high 
tide, run, piping times. ANTONYM: 
(v) ebb. 

wisdom: (n) judiciousness, 
knowledge, sapience, sagacity, sense, 
prudence, discernment, insight, 
learning, depth, reasonableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, folly, 
inexperience, ignorance, flippancy, 
banality. 
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ex-private secretary of 1861 with open-mouthed astonishment, Hay had been 
helped by the appointment of Michael Herbert as his successor, who counted for 
double the value of an ordinary diplomat. To reduce friction is the chief use of 
friendship, and in politics the loss by friction is outrageous. To Herbert and his 
wife, the small knot of houses that seemed to give a vague unity to foreign affairs 
opened their doors and their hearts, for the Herberts were already at home there; 
and this personal sympathy prolonged Hay’s life, for it not only eased the effort 
of endurance, but it also led directly to a revolution in Germany. Down to that 
moment, the Kaiser, rightly or wrongly, had counted as the ally of the Czar in all 
matters relating to the East. Holleben and Cassini were taken to be a single force 
in Eastern affairs, and this supposed alliance gave Hay no little anxiety and some 
trouble. Suddenly Holleben, who seemed to have had no thought but to obey 
with almost agonized anxiety the least hint of the Kaiser’s will, received a 
telegram ordering him to pretext illness and come home, which he obeyed 
within four-and-twenty hours. The ways of the German Foreign Office had been 
always abrupt, not to say ruthless, towards its agents, and yet commonly some 
discontent had been shown as excuse; but, in this case, no cause was guessed for 
Holleben’s disgrace except the Kaiser’s wish to have a personal representative at 
Washington. Breaking down all precedent, he sent Speck von Sternburg to 
counterbalance Herbert.%

Welcome as Speck was in the same social intimacy, and valuable as his 
presence was to Hay, the personal gain was trifling compared with the political. 
Of Hay’s official tasks, one knew no more than any newspaper reporter did, but 
of one’s own diplomatic education the successive steps had become strides. The 
scholar was studying, not on Hay’s account, but on his own. He had seen Hay, in 
1898, bring England into his combine; he had seen the steady movement which 
was to bring France back into an Atlantic system; and now he saw suddenly the 
dramatic swing of Germany towards the west—the movement of all others 
nearest mathematical certainty. Whether the Kaiser meant it or not, he gave the 
effect of meaning to assert his independence of Russia, and to Hay this change of 
front had enormous value. The least was that it seemed to isolate Cassini, and 
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agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt. 

counterbalance: (v) compensate, 
counteract, neutralize, countervail, 
cover, counterweigh; (n, v) 
counterpoise; (n) counterweight, 
equilibrium, poise, equilibration. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbalance, 
overbalance. 

discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection,  

displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, disgruntled, 
discontented. ANTONYMS: (n) 
contentment, pleasure, accord, 
happiness; (v) content; (adj, n) happy; 
(adj) contented. 

eased: (adj) relieved, mitigated, 
cloaked, palliate, disguised. 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades. 
isolate: (v) cut off, detach, divide, 

maroon, sequester, dissociate,  

abstract, disunite, set apart, separate, 
segregate. ANTONYMS: (v) expose, 
involve, attach, unite. 

open-mouthed: (adj) spellbound. 
outrageous: (adj) inordinate, atrocious, 

ridiculous, monstrous, offensive, 
gross, excessive, extravagant, absurd, 
unconscionable; (adj, v) furious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
reasonable, normal, credible, good, 
honorable, lovely, complimentary, 
appealing, commendable, admirable. 
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unmask the Russian movement which became more threatening every month as 
the Manchurian scheme had to be revealed.%

Of course the student saw whole continents of study opened to him by the 
Kaiser’s coup d’etat. Carefully as he had tried to follow the Kaiser’s career, he 
had never suspected such refinement of policy, which raised his opinion of the 
Kaiser’s ability to the highest point, and altogether upset the centre of 
statesmanship. That Germany could be so quickly detached from separate objects 
and brought into an Atlantic system seemed a paradox more paradoxical than 
any that one’s education had yet offered, though it had offered little but paradox. 
If Germany could be held there, a century of friction would be saved. No price 
would be too great for such an object; although no price could probably be 
wrung out of Congress as equivalent for it. The Kaiser, by one personal act of 
energy, freed Hay’s hands so completely that he saw his problems simplified to 
Russia alone. 

Naturally Russia was a problem ten times as difficult. The history of Europe 
for two hundred years had accomplished little but to state one or two sides of the 
Russian problem. One’s year of Berlin in youth, though it taught no Civil Law, 
had opened one’s eyes to the Russian enigma, and both German and French 
historians had labored over its proportions with a sort of fascinated horror. 
Germany, of all countries, was most vitally concerned in it; but even a cave-
dweller in La Fayette Square, seeking only a measure of motion since the 
Crusades, saw before his eyes, in the spring of 1903, a survey of future order or 
anarchy that would exhaust the power of his telescopes and defy the accuracy of 
his theodolites. 

The drama had become passionately interesting and grew every day more 
Byzantine; for the Russian Government itself showed clear signs of dislocation, 
and the orders of Lamsdorf and de Witte were reversed when applied in 
Manchuria. Historians and students should have no sympathies or antipathies, 
but Adams had private reasons for wishing well to the Czar and his people. At 
much length, in several labored chapters of history, he had told how the personal 
friendliness of the Czar Alexander I, in 1810, saved the fortunes of J. Q. Adams. 
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chapters: (n) contents. 
dislocation: (n) transposition, 

interruption, confusion, disturbance, 
disruption, derangement, luxation, 
abarticulation, diastasis, contortion, 
break. 

enigma: (adj, n) mystery, riddle; (n) 
puzzle, secret, perplexity, poser, 
question, problem, closed book, nut 
to crack, logogriph. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clearness, explanation. 

fascinated: (adj) captivated, absorbed, 

gripped, engrossed, interested, 
attentive, preoccupied, entranced, 
attracted, enchanted, enthralled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indifferent, 
disinterested, disenchanted, 
detached. 

freed: (adj) disentangled, emancipated, 
disengaged, liberated, extricated, 
freer, unchained, untied, loosened, 
disillusioned, not tied up. 

simplified: (adj) streamlined, 
modernized, efficient, updated,  

simple, reorganized, elementary, 
rationalized, restructured. 

unmask: (v) uncloak, expose, reveal, 
debunk, uncover, unfold, unkennel, 
detect, disclose, unseal, bare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mask, conceal. 

vitally: (adv) necessarily, significantly, 
basically, crucially, fundamentally, 
principally, decisively, materially, 
importantly, vivaciously, primarily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) insignificantly, 
superficially. 
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and opened to him the brilliant diplomatic career that ended in the White House. 
Even in his own effaced existence he had reasons, not altogether trivial, for 
gratitude to the Czar Alexander II, whose firm neutrality had saved him some 
terribly anxious days and nights in 1862; while he had seen enough of Russia to 
sympathize warmly with Prince Khilkoff’s railways and de Witte’s industries. 
The last and highest triumph of history would, to his mind, be the bringing of 
Russia into the Atlantic combine, and the just and fair allotment of the whole 
world among the regulated activities of the universe. At the rate of unification 
since 1840, this end should be possible within another sixty years; and, in 
foresight of that point, Adams could already finish—provisionally—his chart of 
international unity; but, for the moment, the gravest doubts and ignorance 
covered the whole field. No one—Czar or diplomat, Kaiser or Mikado—seemed 
to know anything. Through individual Russians one could always see with ease, 
for their diplomacy never suggested depth; and perhaps Hay protected Cassini 
for the very reason that Cassini could not disguise an emotion, and never failed 
to betray that, in setting the enormous bulk of Russian inertia to roll over China, 
he regretted infinitely that he should have to roll it over Hay too. He would 
almost rather have rolled it over de Witte and Lamsdorf. His political 
philosophy, like that of all Russians, seemed fixed in the single idea that Russia 
must fatally roll—must, by her irresistible inertia, crush whatever stood in her 
way.%

For Hay and his pooling policy, inherited from McKinley, the fatalism of 
Russian inertia meant the failure of American intensity. When Russia rolled over 
a neighboring people, she absorbed their energies in her own movement of 
custom and race which neither Czar nor peasant could convert, or wished to 
convert, into any Western equivalent. In 1903 Hay saw Russia knocking away the 
last blocks that held back the launch of this huge mass into the China Sea. The 
vast force of inertia known as China was to be united with the huge bulk of 
Russia in a single mass which no amount of new force could henceforward 
deflect. Had the Russian Government, with the sharpest sense of enlightenment, 
employed scores of de Wittes and Khilkoffs, and borrowed all the resources of 
Europe, it could not have lifted such a weight; and had no idea of trying. 
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allotment: (n) portion, slice, 
distribution, allocation, quota, 
proportion, dividend, division, 
instalment, allowance, part. 

deflect: (v) avert, deviate, parry, 
divert, swerve, avoid, ward off, turn 
aside, head off, swing, evade. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, assist, help, 
attract. 

enlightenment: (n) light, information, 
education, culture, civilization, 
instruction, wisdom, illumination,  

notice, Age of Reason; (n, v) 
knowledge. 

fatalism: (n) determinism. 
irresistible: (adj) resistless, invincible, 

irrefragable, irrefutable, 
overpowering, overwhelming, 
impregnable, indomitable, charming, 
fascinating; (adj, v) uncontrollable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resistible, 
insignificant, unappealing, weak. 

pooling: (n) make bulk. 
regulated: (adj) ordered, arranged,  

consistent, lawful, temperate, not 
haphazard, organized; (adv) in time, 
in harmony, keeping pace, keeping 
up. 

warmly: (adv) cordially, ardently, 
hotly, genially, affectionately, 
vigorously, fervently, zealously, 
eagerly, strongly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coolly, 
inhospitably, sourly, disagreeably, 
indifferently, frostily, roughly, 
rudely, apathetically. 
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These were the positions charted on the map of political unity by an insect in 
Washington in the spring of 1903; and they seemed to him fixed. Russia held 
Europe and America in her grasp, and Cassini held Hay in his. The Siberian 
Railway offered checkmate to all possible opposition. Japan must make the best 
terms she could; England must go on receding; America and Germany would 
look on at the avalanche. The wall of Russian inertia that barred Europe across 
the Baltic, would bar America across the Pacific; and Hay’s policy of the open 
door would infallibly fail.%

Thus the game seemed lost, in spite of the Kaiser’s brilliant stroke, and the 
movement of Russia eastward must drag Germany after it by its mere mass. To 
the humble student, the loss of Hay’s game affected only Hay; for himself, the 
game—not the stakes—was the chief interest; and though want of habit made 
him object to read his newspapers blackened—since he liked to blacken them 
himself—he was in any case condemned to pass but a short space of time either 
in Siberia or in Paris, and could balance his endless columns of calculation 
equally in either place. The figures, not the facts, concerned his chart, and he 
mused deeply over his next equation. The Atlantic would have to deal with a 
vast continental mass of inert motion, like a glacier, which moved, and 
consciously moved, by mechanical gravitation alone. Russia saw herself so, and 
so must an American see her; he had no more to do than measure, if he could, 
the mass. Was volume or intensity the stronger? What and where was the vis 
nova that could hold its own before this prodigious ice-cap of vis inertiae? What 
was movement of inertia, and what its laws? 

Naturally a student knew nothing about mechanical laws, but he took for 
granted that he could learn, and went to his books to ask. He found that the force 
of inertia had troubled wiser men than he. The dictionary said that inertia was a 
property of matter, by which matter tends, when at rest, to remain so, and, when 
in motion, to move on in a straight line. Finding that his mind refused to imagine 
itself at rest or in a straight line, he was forced, as usual, to let it imagine 
something else; and since the question concerned the mind, and not matter, he 
decided from personal experience that his mind was never at rest, but moved—
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

avalanche: (n) deluge, occurrence, 
cascade, landslip, mud slide, plenty; 
(v) debacle, descend, roll down. 
ANTONYMS: (n) deficiency, lack, 
famine, drought. 

blacken: (v) asperse, bespatter, 
malign, denigrate, cloud, darken, 
defame, calumniate, stain, libel, 
tarnish. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
compliment, glorify, honor, brighten, 
praise, lighten. 

checkmate: (n, v) mate, match; (v)  

check, defeat, trounce; (n) deadlock, 
victory, thrashing; (adj) trump, upset, 
nonplus. 

drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, heave, 
tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) trail; (n) 
bother; (adj) dragging. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure; (v) hasten, hurry, shove, 
speed, rush, propel, fly. 

infallibly: (adv) unerringly, 
unfailingly, inerrably, assuredly, 
certainly, firmly. 

receding: (n) disappearance, fadeout,  

recession, niche; (adj) moving back, 
low, hairless, balding, going out, 
recessive, retiring. 

troubled: (adj, v) concerned, solicitous; 
(adj) distressed, anxious, worried, 
uneasy, uncomfortable, disconcerted, 
upset, apprehensive, restless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unconcerned, 
composed, calm, easy, relaxed, 
tranquil, assured, carefree, brave, 
stable, unaffected. 
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when normal—about something it called a motive, and never moved without 
motives to move it. So long as these motives were habitual, and their attraction 
regular, the consequent result might, for convenience, be called movement of 
inertia, to distinguish it from movement caused by newer or higher attraction; 
but the greater the bulk to move, the greater must be the force to accelerate or 
deflect it.%

This seemed simple as running water; but simplicity is the most deceitful 
mistress that ever betrayed man. For years the student and the professor had 
gone on complaining that minds were unequally inert. The inequalities 
amounted to contrasts. One class of minds responded only to habit; another only 
to novelty. Race classified thought. Class-lists classified mind. No two men 
thought alike, and no woman thought like a man. 

Race-inertia seemed to be fairly constant, and made the chief trouble in the 
Russian future. History looked doubtful when asked whether race-inertia had 
ever been overcome without destroying the race in order to reconstruct it; but 
surely sex-inertia had never been overcome at all. Of all movements of inertia, 
maternity and reproduction are the most typical, and women’s property of 
moving in a constant line forever is ultimate, uniting history in its only unbroken 
and unbreakable sequence. Whatever else stops, the woman must go on 
reproducing, as she did in the Siluria of Pteraspis; sex is a vital condition, and 
race only a local one. If the laws of inertia are to be sought anywhere with 
certainty, it is in the feminine mind. The American always ostentatiously 
ignored sex, and American history mentioned hardly the name of a woman, 
while English history handled them as timidly as though they were a new and 
undescribed species; but if the problem of inertia summed up the difficulties of 
the race question, it involved that of sex far more deeply, and to Americans 
vitally. The task of accelerating or deflecting the movement of the American 
woman had interest infinitely greater than that of any race whatever, Russian or 
Chinese, Asiatic or African. 

On this subject, as on the Senate and the banks, Adams was conscious of 
having been born an eighteenth-century remainder. As he grew older, he found 
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deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, untrue, 
sly, artful, untrustworthy, unreliable, 
treacherous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straightforward, genuine, 
trustworthy, truthful, loyal, open, 
principled, straight, upright, faithful, 
dependable. 

ostentatiously: (adv) pretentiously, 
pompously, flamboyantly, gaudily, 
haughtily, flashily, arrogantly, 
extravagantly, loudly, conspicuously, 

grandiosely. ANTONYM: (adv) 
humbly. 

timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, 
cautiously, shyly, diffidently, 
anxiously, nervously, shily, gingerly, 
modestly, apprehensively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently, 
bravely, daringly, brashly, fearlessly, 
decisively, brazenly. 

unbreakable: (adj) rigid, permanent, 
indestructible, toughened, armored, 
everlasting, resistant, shatterproof,  

solid, stiff, rugged. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fragile, breakable, delicate, 
weak, soft, temporary. 

undescribed: (adj) unexampled, 
unprecedented, unparalleled. 

unequally: (adv) irregularly, 
disproportionately, unfairly, 
unlikely, roughly, lopsidedly, 
disparately, partially, 
unsymmetrically, unbalancedly, 
disproportionally. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) evenly, fairly. 
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that Early Institutions lost their interest, but that Early Women became a passion. 
Without understanding movement of sex, history seemed to him mere pedantry. 
So insistent had he become on this side of his subject that with women he talked 
of little else, and—because women’s thought is mostly subconscious and 
particularly sensitive to suggestion—he tried tricks and devices to disclose it. The 
woman seldom knows her own thought; she is as curious to understand herself 
as the man to understand her, and responds far more quickly than the man to a 
sudden idea. Sometimes, at dinner, one might wait till talk flagged, and then, as 
mildly as possible, ask one’s liveliest neighbor whether she could explain why 
the American woman was a failure. Without an instant’s hesitation, she was sure 
to answer: “Because the American man is a failure!” She meant it.%

Adams owed more to the American woman than to all the American men he 
ever heard of, and felt not the smallest call to defend his sex who seemed able to 
take care of themselves; but from the point of view of sex he felt much curiosity 
to know how far the woman was right, and, in pursuing this inquiry, he caught 
the trick of affirming that the woman was the superior. Apart from truth, he 
owed her at least that compliment. The habit led sometimes to perilous 
personalities in the sudden give-and-take of table-talk. This spring, just before 
sailing for Europe in May, 1903, he had a message from his sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Brooks Adams, to say that she and her sister. Mrs. Lodge, and the Senator were 
coming to dinner by way of farewell; Bay Lodge and his lovely young wife sent 
word to the same effect; Mrs. Roosevelt joined the party; and Michael Herbert 
shyly slipped down to escape the solitude of his wife’s absence. The party were 
too intimate for reserve, and they soon fell on Adams’s hobby with derision 
which stung him to pungent rejoinder: “The American man is a failure! You are 
all failures!” he said. “Has not my sister here more sense than my brother 
Brooks? Is not Bessie worth two of Bay? Wouldn’t we all elect Mrs. Lodge 
Senator against Cabot? Would the President have a ghost of a chance if Mrs. 
Roosevelt ran against him? Do you want to stop at the Embassy, on your way 
home, and ask which would run it best—Herbert or his wife?” The men laughed 
a little—not much! Each probably made allowance for his own wife as an 
unusually superior woman. Some one afterwards remarked that these half-dozen 
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ghost: (n, v) apparition, specter; (n) 
shade, spirit, demon, soul, spook, 
spectre, goblin, appearance, monster.

insistent: (adj) exigent, pressing, 
emphatic, persistent, crying, 
importunate, instant, clamant, 
imperative, adamant, obstinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) satisfied, 
irresolute, gentle. 

pedantry: (v) precisianism, purism; (n) 
quibbling, being pedantic, splitting 
hairs, conceit, pedantism, ostentation, 

inkhornism, fanfare, euphuism. 
ANTONYM: (n) creativity. 

perilous: (adj, v) dangerous, 
hazardous; (adj) insecure, unsafe, 
parlous, precarious, risky, 
treacherous, dicey, critical, dodgy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secure. 

pungent: (adj, n) bitter; (adj) hot, 
peppery, acid, acrid, biting, 
penetrating, caustic; (adj, v) poignant, 
keen, brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, 
sweet, faint, odorless. 

shyly: (adv) timidly, shily, coyly, 
diffidently, timorously, with reserve, 
embarrassedly, clumsily, uncertainly, 
tentatively, unremarkably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) boldly, brashly, 
brazenly, urbanely, conspicuously, 
confidently, decisively. 

sister-in-law: (n) the wife of one's 
elder brother. 

stung: (adj) sting, bit, annoyed, roiled, 
irritated, nettled, peeved, pissed, 
riled, stings, thrust. 
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women were not a fair average. Adams replied that the half-dozen men were 
above all possible average; he could not lay his hands on another half-dozen 
their equals.%

Gay or serious, the question never failed to stir feeling. The cleverer the 
woman, the less she denied the failure. She was bitter at heart about it. She had 
failed even to hold the family together, and her children ran away like chickens 
with their first feathers; the family was extinct like chivalry. She had failed not 
only to create a new society that satisfied her, but even to hold her own in the old 
society of Church or State; and was left, for the most part, with no place but the 
theatre or streets to decorate. She might glitter with historical diamonds and 
sparkle with wit as brilliant as the gems, in rooms as splendid as any in Rome at 
its best; but she saw no one except her own sex who knew enough to be worth 
dazzling, or was competent to pay her intelligent homage. She might have her 
own way, without restraint or limit, but she knew not what to do with herself 
when free. Never had the world known a more capable or devoted mother, but 
at forty her task was over, and she was left with no stage except that of her old 
duties, or of Washington society where she had enjoyed for a hundred years 
every advantage, but had created only a medley where nine men out of ten 
refused her request to be civilized, and the tenth bored her. 

On most subjects, one’s opinions must defer to science, but on this, the 
opinion of a Senator or a Professor, a chairman of a State Central Committee or a 
Railway President, is worth less than that of any woman on Fifth Avenue. The 
inferiority of man on this, the most important of all social subjects, is manifest. 
Adams had here no occasion to deprecate scientific opinion, since no woman in 
the world would have paid the smallest respect to the opinions of all professors 
since the serpent. His own object had little to do with theirs. He was studying the 
laws of motion, and had struck two large questions of vital importance to 
America—inertia of race and inertia of sex. He had seen Mr. de Witte and Prince 
Khilkoff turn artificial energy to the value of three thousand million dollars, 
more or less, upon Russian inertia, in the last twenty years, and he needed to get 
some idea of the effects. He had seen artificial energy to the amount of twenty or 
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chivalry: (n) gallantry, knighthood, 
generosity, courtesy, knight service, 
courtliness, knight errantry, 
principle, valiance; (adj, n) heroism; 
(adj) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impoliteness, dishonor, discourtesy, 
cowardice. 

defer: (v) adjourn, postpone, comply, 
procrastinate, bow, suspend, retard, 
accede, protract; (adj, v) put off; (n, v) 
delay. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
rush, hurry, hasten, forge, disagree,  

expedite, continue, resist. 
deprecate: (v) belittle, demur, decry, 

deplore, censure, disparage, 
depreciate, object, expostulate, 
criticize, discountenance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, 
endorse, extol, laud, approve, 
support. 

glitter: (n, v) flash, beam, shine, 
glisten, glimmer, glow, sparkle, 
flicker, shimmer; (v) glance; (n) 
radiance. ANTONYM: (n) dullness. 

medley: (n) mixture, miscellany, 
jumble, melange, potpourri, 
hotchpotch, concoction, admixture, 
hash; (adj) imbroglio, chaos. 

serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, 
snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose. 

sparkle: (n, v) flicker, flash, shimmer, 
spark, shine, blaze, fizz, gleam, 
glitter; (v) blink, glare. ANTONYMS: 
(n) apathy, dullness, lifelessness. 
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five-and-twenty million steam horse-power created in America since 1840, and as 
much more economized, which had been socially turned over to the American 
woman, she being the chief object of social expenditure, and the household the 
only considerable object of American extravagance. According to scientific 
notions of inertia and force, what ought to be the result? 

In Russia, because of race and bulk, no result had yet shown itself, but in 
America the results were evident and undisputed. The woman had been set 
free—volatilized like Clerk Maxwell’s perfect gas; almost brought to the point of 
explosion, like steam. One had but to pass a week in Florida, or on any of a 
hundred huge ocean steamers, or walk through the Place Vendome, or join a 
party of Cook’s tourists to Jerusalem, to see that the woman had been set free; 
but these swarms were ephemeral like clouds of butterflies in season, blown 
away and lost, while the reproductive sources lay hidden. At Washington, one 
saw other swarms as grave gatherings of Dames or Daughters, taking themselves 
seriously, or brides fluttering fresh pinions; but all these shifting visions, 
unknown before 1840, touched the true problem slightly and superficially. 
Behind them, in every city, town, and farmhouse, were myriads of new types—
or type-writers—telephone and telegraph-girls, shop-clerks, factory-hands, 
running into millions of millions, and, as classes, unknown to themselves as to 
historians. Even the schoolmistresses were inarticulate. All these new women 
had been created since 1840; all were to show their meaning before 1940.%

Whatever they were, they were not content, as the ephemera proved; and 
they were hungry for illusions as ever in the fourth century of the Church; but 
this was probably survival, and gave no hint of the future. The problem 
remained—to find out whether movement of inertia, inherent in function, could 
take direction except in lines of inertia. This problem needed to be solved in one 
generation of American women, and was the most vital of all problems of force. 

The American woman at her best—like most other women—exerted great 
charm on the man, but not the charm of a primitive type. She appeared as the 
result of a long series of discards, and her chief interest lay in what she had 
discarded. When closely watched, she seemed making a violent effort to follow 
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blown: (adj) puffy, panting, swollen, 
winded, inflated, moving, high, 
haughty lofty, late; (v) puffing and 
blowing; (n) blowen. 

butterflies: (adj) anxious, 
apprehensive, frightened; (n) 
trepidation, nervousness, anxiety. 

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, smoke, 
vapors. 

discarded: (adj) waste, junked, scrap, 
unwanted, unnecessary, useless, 
throwaway, surplus, superfluous,  

unused, obsolete. 
ephemera: (n) time, ephemeron. 
fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 

flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; (adv) 
flutteringly. 

notions: (n) belief, thinking, thought, 
sundries, opinion, concept, ideas, 
ribbon, philosophy, odds and ends; 
(adj) irrational. 

pinions: (n) restraint. 
primitive: (adj, v) primeval, primary;  

(adj) original, archaic, crude, first, 
early, antediluvian, aboriginal, 
primordial, primal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) civilized, recent, complicated, 
factual, advanced. 

reproductive: (adj) generative, sexual, 
productive, prolific, fruitful, 
reproductory, virile, female. 

solved: (v) untraced, undiscovered, 
unexplained, undeveloped; (adj) 
exposed, determined. 
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the man, who had turned his mind and hand to mechanics. The typical American 
man had his hand on a lever and his eye on a curve in his road; his living 
depended on keeping up an average speed of forty miles an hour, tending 
always to become sixty, eighty, or a hundred, and he could not admit emotions 
or anxieties or subconscious distractions, more than he could admit whiskey or 
drugs, without breaking his neck. He could not run his machine and a woman 
too; he must leave her; even though his wife, to find her own way, and all the 
world saw her trying to find her way by imitating him.%

The result was often tragic, but that was no new thing in feminine history. 
Tragedy had been woman’s lot since Eve. Her problem had been always one of 
physical strength and it was as physical perfection of force that her Venus had 
governed nature. The woman’s force had counted as inertia of rotation, and her 
axis of rotation had been the cradle and the family. The idea that she was weak 
revolted all history; it was a palaeontological falsehood that even an Eocene 
female monkey would have laughed at; but it was surely true that, if her force 
were to be diverted from its axis, it must find a new field, and the family must 
pay for it. So far as she succeeded, she must become sexless like the bees, and 
must leave the old energy of inertia to carry on the race. 

The story was not new. For thousands of years women had rebelled. They 
had made a fortress of religion—had buried themselves in the cloister, in self-
sacrifice, in good works—or even in bad. One’s studies in the twelfth century, 
like one’s studies in the fourth, as in Homeric and archaic time, showed her 
always busy in the illusions of heaven or of hell—ambition, intrigue, jealousy, 
magic—but the American woman had no illusions or ambitions or new 
resources, and nothing to rebel against, except her own maternity; yet the rebels 
increased by millions from year to year till they blocked the path of rebellion. 
Even her field of good works was narrower than in the twelfth century. 
Socialism, communism, collectivism, philosophical anarchism, which promised 
paradise on earth for every male, cut off the few avenues of escape which 
capitalism had opened to the woman, and she saw before her only the future 
reserved for machine-made, collectivist females. 
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bees: (n) Apoidea, superfamily 
Apoidea. 

cloister: (n) abbey, priory, monastery, 
arcade, friary, piazza, nunnery, 
circus, veranda; (v) encircle, insulate.

feminine: (adj) effeminate, womanly, 
maidenly, delicate, not male, 
pistillate, wifely, mild; (n) girl, lady, 
gender. ANTONYMS: (adj) male, 
unwomanly, neuter. 

fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, fortification, 
castle, stronghold, citadel, alcazar,  

tower, presidio, redoubt; (n, v) keep. 
governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; 

(adv) under. 
imitating: (adj) imitative; (n) 

emulation, mimicry, forgery, acting. 
jealousy: (n) suspicion, jealous, 

jealousness, envy, envious, alertness, 
distrust, contention, competition, 
scruple, qualm. 

maternity: (n) motherhood, 
motherliness, parenthood, 
relationship, pregnancy, gestation,  

maternities, parentage, origin, 
maternal quality, fatherliness. 

paradise: (n) Elysium, bliss, Eden, 
Zion, promised land, Garden of 
Eden, Elysian Fields, ecstasy, 
nirvana, Valhalla, utopia. 
ANTONYM: (n) misery. 

rotation: (n) gyration, round, 
circumvolution, roll, turn, curl, cycle, 
circulation, wheel, circuit, revolving. 

self-sacrifice: (n) martyrdom, 
renunciation. 
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From the male, she could look for no help; his instinct of power was blind. 
The Church had known more about women than science will ever know, and the 
historian who studied the sources of Christianity felt sometimes convinced that 
the Church had been made by the woman chiefly as her protest against man. At 
times, the historian would have been almost willing to maintain that the man 
had overthrown the Church chiefly because it was feminine. After the overthrow 
of the Church, the woman had no refuge except such as the man created for 
himself. She was free; she had no illusions; she was sexless; she had discarded all 
that the male disliked; and although she secretly regretted the discard, she knew 
that she could not go backward. She must, like the man, marry machinery. 
Already the American man sometimes felt surprise at finding himself regarded 
as sexless; the American woman was oftener surprised at finding herself 
regarded as sexual.%

No honest historian can take part with—or against—the forces he has to 
study. To him even the extinction of the human race should be merely a fact to 
be grouped with other vital statistics. No doubt every one in society discussed 
the subject, impelled by President Roosevelt if by nothing else, and the surface 
current of social opinion seemed set as strongly in one direction as the silent 
undercurrent of social action ran in the other; but the truth lay somewhere 
unconscious in the woman’s breast. An elderly man, trying only to learn the law 
of social inertia and the limits of social divergence could not compel the 
Superintendent of the Census to ask every young woman whether she wanted 
children, and how many; he could not even require of an octogenarian Senate the 
passage of a law obliging every woman, married or not, to bear one baby—at the 
expense of the Treasury—before she was thirty years old, under penalty of 
solitary confinement for life; yet these were vital statistics in more senses than all 
that bore the name, and tended more directly to the foundation of a serious 
society in the future. He could draw no conclusions whatever except from the 
birth-rate. He could not frankly discuss the matter with the young women 
themselves, although they would have gladly discussed it, because Faust was 
helpless in the tragedy of woman. He could suggest nothing. The Marguerite of 
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confinement: (n, v) childbirth, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, 
containment, incarceration, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, 
liberation. 

divergence: (n) disagreement, 
dissimilarity, difference, deviation, 
contrast, departure, split, 
divarication, variation, digression; 
(adj, n) variance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meeting, agreement, amalgamation,  

concurrence, conformity, concord, 
similarity. 

extinction: (n) destruction, 
extermination, end, expiration, 
obliteration, expiry, dissolution, 
devastation, demise, effacement; (n, 
v) cessation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, protection. 

grouped: (adj) sorted, classified, 
collective, gather. 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, encouraged, 

goaded, motivated, bound. 
secretly: (adv) privately, confidentially, 

quietly, stealthily, surreptitiously, 
furtively, in secret, darkly, 
secretively, clandestinely, occultly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) publicly, 
deliberately, brazenly. 

undercurrent: (n) undertow, stream, 
tinge, cross fire, feeling, underset, 
vortex, flow, undertide; (v) 
indraught, reflux. 
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the future could alone decide whether she were better off than the Marguerite of 
the past; whether she would rather be victim to a man, a church, or a machine.%

Between these various forms of inevitable inertia—sex and race—the student 
of multiplicity felt inclined to admit that—ignorance against ignorance—the 
Russian problem seemed to him somewhat easier of treatment than the 
American. Inertia of race and bulk would require an immense force to overcome 
it, but in time it might perhaps be partially overcome. Inertia of sex could not be 
overcome without extinguishing the race, yet an immense force, doubling every 
few years, was working irresistibly to overcome it. One gazed mute before this 
ocean of darkest ignorance that had already engulfed society. Few centres of 
great energy lived in illusion more complete or archaic than Washington with its 
simple-minded standards of the field and farm, its Southern and Western habits 
of life and manners, its assumptions of ethics and history; but even in 
Washington, society was uneasy enough to need no further fretting. One was 
almost glad to act the part of horseshoe crab in Quincy Bay, and admit that all 
was uniform—that nothing ever changed—and that the woman would swim 
about the ocean of future time, as she had swum in the past, with the gar-fish 
and the shark, unable to change. 
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crab: (n) cancer, grouch, Phthirius 
pubis, decapod, rowing, crosspatch, 
crayfish, grumbler, grump, sourpuss; 
(v) gripe. 

engulfed: (adj) overcome, weak, 
overwhelmed, conquered, 
overpowered, swamped, powerless, 
flooded, enclosed, beaten, enveloped.

extinguishing: (n) quenching, dampen 
out, extermination, stamp out, 
conclusion, extinguished, 
experimental extinction, ending,  

destruction, defunctness, complete 
annihilation. 

illusion: (n, v) delusion; (n) fantasy, 
apparition, deception, magic, fancy, 
deceit, dissimulation, phantom, trick, 
vision. ANTONYMS: (n) reality, fact.

inclined: (adj, v) given; (adj) prone, 
willing, oblique, apt, predisposed, 
ready, minded, likely, liable, bowed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reluctant, 
unwilling, disinclined, horizontal, 
unbiased, vertical, impervious. 

manners: (n) conduct, etiquette, 
propriety, behavior, deportment, 
manner, courtesy, custom, decorum, 
good manners, usage. ANTONYM: 
(n) vulgarity. 

ocean: (n) deep, brine, salt water, 
main, waves, watery waste, 
multitude, lot; (adj) oceanic, many, 
marine. 

swim: (n) dip, swimming, bathing, 
diving; (adj) rise; (v) hover, spin, drift, 
spire, plane, reel. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI  

 
THE  GRAMM A R OF  SC IENCE  ( 1903 )  

 
 

OF all the travels made by man since the voyages of Dante, this new 
exploration along the shores of Multiplicity and Complexity promised to be the 
longest, though as yet it had barely touched two familiar regions—race and sex. 
Even within these narrow seas the navigator lost his bearings and followed the 
winds as they blew. By chance it happened that Raphael Pumpelly helped the 
winds; for, being in Washington on his way to Central Asia he fell to talking with 
Adams about these matters, and said that Willard Gibbs thought he got most 
help from a book called the “Grammar of Science,” by Karl Pearson. To Adams’s 
vision, Willard Gibbs stood on the same plane with the three or four greatest 
minds of his century, and the idea that a man so incomparably superior should 
find help anywhere filled him with wonder. He sent for the volume and read it. 
From the time he sailed for Europe and reached his den on the Avenue du Bois 
until he took his return steamer at Cherbourg on December 26, he did little but 
try to kind out what Karl Pearson could have taught Willard Gibbs.%

Here came in, more than ever, the fatal handicap of ignorance in 
mathematics. Not so much the actual tool was needed, as the right to judge the 
product of the tool. Ignorant as one was of the finer values of French or German, 
and often deceived by the intricacies of thought hidden in the muddiness of the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

exploration: (n) search, probe, 
discovery, inquiry, expedition, 
investigation, quest, scrutiny, study, 
research, reconnaissance. 

filled: (adj) replete, packed, fraught, 
teeming, laden, abundant, congested, 
charged, stuffed; (adj, adv) crowded; 
(n) fuller. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
clear. 

handicap: (n) drawback, balk, hurdle, 
barrier, disablement, disadvantage, 
obstacle; (v) block, hamper,  

embarrass, hinder. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) benefit; (n) disadvantage. 

longest: (adj) best, lengest, fastest, top, 
record, best ever, greatest. 

muddiness: (n) turbidity, murkiness, 
turbidness, mistiness, haziness, fog, 
opacity, opaqueness, sloppiness, 
dirtiness, obscurity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
clarity, cleanliness, cleanness. 

navigator: (n) mariner, sailing master, 
sailor, aviator, officer, helmsman, 
seafarer, seaman, explorer, cook,  

airman. 
superior: (adj) dominant, exceptional, 

predominant, better, great, proud, 
arrogant, excellent, select, high; (adj, 
n) elder. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
inferior, subscript; (adj) humble, 
worse, poor, adscript, junior, lesser, 
low; (n) subordinate, associate. 

tool: (n) implement, machine, puppet, 
pawn, device, gadget, appliance, 
contrivance, apparatus, cock; (v) 
drive. 
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medium, one could sometimes catch a tendency to intelligible meaning even in 
Kant or Hegel; but one had not the right to a suspicion of error where the tool of 
thought was algebra. Adams could see in such parts of the “Grammar” as he 
could understand, little more than an enlargement of Stallo’s book already 
twenty years old. He never found out what it could have taught a master like 
Willard Gibbs. Yet the book had a historical value out of all proportion to its 
science. No such stride had any Englishman before taken in the lines of English 
thought. The progress of science was measured by the success of the “Grammar,” 
when, for twenty years past, Stallo had been deliberately ignored under the 
usual conspiracy of silence inevitable to all thought which demands new 
thought-machinery. Science needs time to reconstruct its instruments, to follow a 
revolution in space; a certain lag is inevitable; the most active mind cannot 
instantly swerve from its path; but such revolutions are portentous, and the fall 
or rise of half-a-dozen empires interested a student of history less than the rise of 
the “Grammar of Science,” the more pressingly because, under the silent 
influence of Langley, he was prepared to expect it.%

For a number of years Langley had published in his Smithsonian Reports the 
revolutionary papers that foretold the overthrow of nineteenth-century dogma, 
and among the first was the famous address of Sir William Crookes on psychical 
research, followed by a series of papers on Roentgen and Curie, which had 
steadily driven the scientific lawgivers of Unity into the open; but Karl Pearson 
was the first to pen them up for slaughter in the schools. The phrase is not 
stronger than that with which the “Grammar of Science” challenged the fight: 
“Anything more hopelessly illogical than the statements with regard to Force 
and Matter current in elementary textbooks of science, it is difficult to imagine,” 
opened Mr. Pearson, and the responsible author of the “elementary textbook,” as 
he went on to explain, was Lord Kelvin himself. Pearson shut out of science 
everything which the nineteenth century had brought into it. He told his scholars 
that they must put up with a fraction of the universe, and a very small fraction at 
that—the circle reached by the senses, where sequence could be taken for 
granted—much as the deep-sea fish takes for granted the circle of light which he 
generates. “Order and reason, beauty and benevolence, are characteristics and 
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conspiracy: (n) cabal, plot, complot, 
combination, collusion, coalition, 
design, scheme, plan; (n, v) intrigue; 
(v) conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, loyalty, openness. 

demands: (n) strain, weight, stress, 
anxiety. 

enlargement: (n) magnification, 
amplification, expansion, increase, 
dilation, addition, development, 
distension, distention, growth, 
extension. ANTONYMS: (n)  

contraction, decrease, lessening, 
shrinkage, deterioration, drop, 
erosion. 

foretold: (adj) foreseen; (v) annunciate.
fraction: (n, v) divide; (n) part, bit, 

share, section, division, proportion, 
piece, faction, ratio; (adj, n) 
constituent. ANTONYM: (n) whole. 

pressingly: (adv) instantly, earnestly, 
critically, imperiously, immediately, 
insistently, necessarily, imperatively, 
quickly, seriously, importunately. 

psychical: (adj) mental, psychological, 
paranormal, psychal. 

slaughter: (n, v) murder, butcher, 
defeat; (n) carnage, butchery, 
bloodshed, drubbing, homicide; (v) 
kill, assassinate, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) preservation, victory; (v) lose, 
revive. 

swerve: (n, v) curve; (v) depart, stray, 
turn, wander, deflect, sheer, veer, 
diverge, shift, slew. ANTONYMS: (v) 
straighten, converge. 

 

  



Henry Adams 437

conceptions which we find solely associated with the mind of man.” The 
assertion, as a broad truth, left one’s mind in some doubt of its bearing, for order 
and beauty seemed to be associated also in the mind of a crystal, if one’s senses 
were to be admitted as judge; but the historian had no interest in the universal 
truth of Pearson’s or Kelvin’s or Newton’s laws; he sought only their relative 
drift or direction, and Pearson went on to say that these conceptions must stop: 
“Into the chaos beyond sense-impressions we cannot scientifically project them.” 
We cannot even infer them: “In the chaos behind sensations, in the ‘beyond’ of 
sense-impressions, we cannot infer necessity, order or routine, for these are 
concepts formed by the mind of man on this side of sense-impressions”; but we 
must infer chaos: “Briefly chaos is all that science can logically assert of the 
supersensuous.” The kinetic theory of gas is an assertion of ultimate chaos. In 
plain words, Chaos was the law of nature; Order was the dream of man.%

No one means all he says, and yet very few say all they mean, for words are 
slippery and thought is viscous; but since Bacon and Newton, English thought 
had gone on impatiently protesting that no one must try to know the 
unknowable at the same time that every one went on thinking about it. The 
result was as chaotic as kinetic gas; but with the thought a historian had nothing 
to do. He sought only its direction. For himself he knew, that, in spite of all the 
Englishmen that ever lived, he would be forced to enter supersensual chaos if he 
meant to find out what became of British science—or indeed of any other science. 
From Pythagoras to Herbert Spencer, every one had done it, although commonly 
science had explored an ocean which it preferred to regard as Unity or a 
Universe, and called Order. Even Hegel, who taught that every notion included 
its own negation, used the negation only to reach a “larger synthesis,” till he 
reached the universal which thinks itself, contradiction and all. The Church alone 
had constantly protested that anarchy was not order, that Satan was not God, 
that pantheism was worse than atheism, and that Unity could not be proved as a 
contradiction. Karl Pearson seemed to agree with the Church, but every one else, 
including Newton, Darwin and Clerk Maxwell, had sailed gaily into the 
supersensual, calling it:— 
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assertion: (n) statement, argument, 
claim, avowal, contention, charge, 
testimony, profession, allegation, 
accusation, position. ANTONYMS: 
(n) denial, disavowal, uncertainty. 

chaotic: (adj) messy, hectic, 
disorganized, confused, wild, 
turbulent, untidy, disordered, 
haphazard, cluttered; (adj, adv) topsy-
turvy. ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, 
organized, calm, systematic, 
harmonized, ordered, tidy, sensible,  

peaceful, mellow. 
infer: (v) deduce, guess, derive, 

conclude, construe, imagine, 
conjecture, gather, deduct; (adj, v) 
understand, imply. 

protesting: (adj) disinclined, opposed; 
(n) clamor. 

sensations: (n) feelings, vibrations, 
ambiance. 

slippery: (adj, v) precarious; (adj) 
crafty, glib, elusive, oily, glossy, 
untrustworthy, wily, unreliable,  

tricky; (v) questionable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, dry, 
reliable, straight, direct. 

solely: (adj, adv) exclusively, merely, 
only, alone, barely; (adv) just, but, 
entirely, wholly, purely, completely. 

viscous: (adj) thick, gluey, gummy, 
glutinous, adhesive, pasty, gooey, 
mucilaginous, syrupy; (adj, n) viscid; 
(adj, v) tenacious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
watery. 
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“One God, one Law, one Element,  

And one far-off, divine event,  
To which the whole creation moves.” 

 
Suddenly, in 1900, science raised its head and denied.%

Yet, perhaps, after all, the change had not been so sudden as it seemed. Real 
and actual, it certainly was, and every newspaper betrayed it, but sequence could 
scarcely be denied by one who had watched its steady approach, thinking the 
change far more interesting to history than the thought. When he reflected about 
it, he recalled that the flow of tide had shown itself at least twenty years before; 
that it had become marked as early as 1893; and that the man of science must 
have been sleepy indeed who did not jump from his chair like a scared dog 
when, in 1898, Mme. Curie threw on his desk the metaphysical bomb she called 
radium. There remained no hole to hide in. Even metaphysics swept back over 
science with the green water of the deep-sea ocean and no one could longer hope 
to bar out the unknowable, for the unknowable was known. 

The fact was admitted that the uniformitarians of one’s youth had wound 
about their universe a tangle of contradictions meant only for temporary 
support to be merged in “larger synthesis,” and had waited for the larger 
synthesis in silence and in vain. They had refused to hear Stallo. They had 
betrayed little interest in Crookes. At last their universe had been wrecked by 
rays, and Karl Pearson undertook to cut the wreck loose with an axe, leaving 
science adrift on a sensual raft in the midst of a supersensual chaos. The 
confusion seemed, to a mere passenger, worse than that of 1600 when the 
astronomers upset the world; it resembled rather the convulsion of 310 when the 
Civitas Dei cut itself loose from the Civitas Romae, and the Cross took the place 
of the legions; but the historian accepted it all alike; he knew that his opinion was 
worthless; only, in this case, he found himself on the raft, personally and 
economically concerned in its drift. 
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economically: (adv) frugally, savingly, 
prudently, thriftily, carefully, 
cheaply, financially, inexpensively, 
sparely, stingily, parsimoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wastefully, 
generously, expensively. 

far-off: (adj) distant, far, faraway, 
outlying, extreme, inaccessible, last, 
long, obscure, unknown, wide. 

merged: (adj) integrated, 
amalgamated, unified, incorporate, 
united, fused, combined,  

interconnected, mixed, intermingled, 
complex. 

midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist. 

raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, 
lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, 
wad. 

scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, fearful, 
anxious, nervous, timid, intimidated, 
terrified, horrified, panicky; (adj, adv) 

cowardly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
confident, fearless, brave. 

tangle: (v) entangle, embroil, enmesh, 
embrangle, ruffle, mat; (n) maze, 
confusion; (n, v) jumble, muddle, 
knot. ANTONYMS: (n) order, line, 
peace; (v) unravel, undo, untangle, 
straighten. 

universe: (n) world, creation, cosmos, 
population, earth, macrocosm, space, 
globe, existence, outer space, 
mankind. 
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English thought had always been chaos and multiplicity itself, in which the 
new step of Karl Pearson marked only a consistent progress; but German 
thought had affected system, unity, and abstract truth, to a point that fretted the 
most patient foreigner, and to Germany the voyager in strange seas of thought 
alone might resort with confident hope of renewing his youth. Turning his back 
on Karl Pearson and England, he plunged into Germany, and had scarcely 
crossed the Rhine when he fell into libraries of new works bearing the names of 
Ostwald, Ernst Mach, Ernst Haeckel, and others less familiar, among whom 
Haeckel was easiest to approach, not only because of being the oldest and 
clearest and steadiest spokesman of nineteenth-century mechanical convictions, 
but also because in 1902 he had published a vehement renewal of his faith. The 
volume contained only one paragraph that concerned a historian; it was that in 
which Haeckel sank his voice almost to a religious whisper in avowing with 
evident effort, that the “proper essence of substance appeared to him more and 
more marvellous and enigmatic as he penetrated further into the knowledge of 
its attributes—matter and energy—and as he learned to know their innumerable 
phenomena and their evolution.” Since Haeckel seemed to have begun the 
voyage into multiplicity that Pearson had forbidden to Englishmen, he should 
have been a safe pilot to the point, at least, of a “proper essence of substance” in 
its attributes of matter and energy: but Ernst Mach seemed to go yet one step 
further, for he rejected matter altogether, and admitted but two processes in 
nature—change of place and interconversion of forms. Matter was Motion—
Motion was Matter—the thing moved.%

A student of history had no need to understand these scientific ideas of very 
great men; he sought only the relation with the ideas of their grandfathers, and 
their common direction towards the ideas of their grandsons. He had long ago 
reached, with Hegel, the limits of contradiction; and Ernst Mach scarcely added a 
shade of variety to the identity of opposites; but both of them seemed to be in 
agreement with Karl Pearson on the facts of the supersensual universe which 
could be known only as unknowable. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attributes: (n) nature, property. 
enigmatic: (adj) incomprehensible, 

inscrutable, impenetrable, obscure, 
puzzling, mysterious, unfathomable, 
cryptic, dark, abstruse, secretive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
straightforward, obvious, known, 
plain, explicable. 

essence: (n) core, perfume, being, gist, 
aroma, crux, hypostasis, extract, 
spirit, substance; (v) stuff. 
ANTONYMS: (n) body, surface. 

forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, illegal, 
prohibited, contraband, illicit, 
verboten, proscribed, outlawed, 
illegitimate; (adj, adv) off-limits. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, 
permitted, permissible, legal, open. 

renewal: (n) revival, renaissance, 
renovation, rehabilitation, 
restoration, reclamation, update, 
rebirth, reform, regeneration, 
innovation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deterioration, disappearance. 

scarcely: (adv) narrowly, rarely, 
hardly, just, scarce, uncommonly, 
insufficiently, scantily, scantly, only 
just, seldom. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
easily, liberally. 

voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate. 

voyager: (n) passenger, traveller, 
tourist, explorer, itinerant, commuter, 
wanderer, wayfarer, adventurer. 
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With a deep sigh of relief, the traveller turned back to France. There he felt 
safe. No Frenchman except Rabelais and Montaigne had ever taught anarchy 
other than as path to order. Chaos would be unity in Paris even if child of the 
guillotine. To make this assurance mathematically sure, the highest scientific 
authority in France was a great mathematician, M. Poincare of the Institut, who 
published in 1902 a small volume called “La Science et l’Hypothese,” which 
purported to be relatively readable. Trusting to its external appearance, the 
traveller timidly bought it, and greedily devoured it, without understanding a 
single consecutive page, but catching here and there a period that startled him to 
the depths of his ignorance, for they seemed to show that M. Poincare was 
troubled by the same historical landmarks which guided or deluded Adams 
himself: “[In science] we are led,” said M. Poincare, “ to act as though a simple 
law, when other things were equal, must be more probable than a complicated 
law. Half a century ago one frankly confessed it, and proclaimed that nature 
loves simplicity. She has since given us too often the lie. To-day this tendency is 
no longer avowed, and only as much of it is preserved as is indispensable so 
that science shall not become impossible.”%

Here at last was a fixed point beyond the chance of confusion with self-
suggestion. History and mathematics agreed. Had M. Poincare shown anarchistic 
tastes, his evidence would have weighed less heavily; but he seemed to be the 
only authority in science who felt what a historian felt so strongly—the need of 
unity in a universe. “Considering everything we have made some approach 
towards unity. We have not gone as fast as we hoped fifty years ago; we have not 
always taken the intended road; but definitely we have gained much ground.” 
This was the most clear and convincing evidence of progress yet offered to the 
navigator of ignorance; but suddenly he fell on another view which seemed to 
him quite irreconcilable with the first: “Doubtless if our means of investigation 
should become more and more penetrating, we should discover the simple 
under the complex; then the complex under the simple; then anew the simple 
under the complex; and so on without ever being able to foresee the last term.” 
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bought: (n) crook, hook. 
consecutive: (adj) sequential, 

uninterrupted, serial, straight, 
continuous, continual, sequent, 
following, seriate, subsequent, 
connected. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
random, irregular, interrupted, 
intermittent, discontinuous, alternate.

depths: (n) bottom, abyss, depth, 
lowest point, low point, depression, 
bowels, rock bottom, slump, midst, 
nadir. ANTONYM: (n) peak. 

greedily: (adv) covetously, avidly, 
voraciously, ravenously, rapaciously, 
acquisitively, gluttonously, hungrily, 
graspingly, eagerly, enviously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sparingly. 

indispensable: (adj, v) necessary, 
imperative, requisite; (adj) obligatory, 
fundamental, required, mandatory, 
vital, urgent, absolutely necessary; (v) 
needful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dispensable, nonessential, optional, 
marginal, unnecessary, worthless,  

minor. 
purported: (adj) ostensible, pretended, 

supposed, nominal, so-called. 
readable: (adj) legible, interesting, 

decipherable, easy, graceful, clean, 
entertaining, tripping, plain, flowing, 
percipient. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
illegible, indecipherable, unreadable. 

sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; (v) 
breathe, languish, pine; (n) breath, 
wail, whimper, whine, suspiration. 
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A mathematical paradise of endless displacement promised eternal bliss to 
the mathematician, but turned the historian green with horror. Made miserable 
by the thought that he knew no mathematics, he burned to ask whether M. 
Poincare knew any history, since he began by begging the historical question 
altogether, and assuming that the past showed alternating phases of simple and 
complex—the precise point that Adams, after fifty years of effort, found himself 
forced to surrender; and then going on to assume alternating phases for the 
future which, for the weary Titan of Unity, differed in nothing essential from the 
kinetic theory of a perfect gas.%

Since monkeys first began to chatter in trees, neither man nor beast had ever 
denied or doubted Multiplicity, Diversity, Complexity, Anarchy, Chaos. Always 
and everywhere the Complex had been true and the Contradiction had been 
certain. Thought started by it. Mathematics itself began by counting one—two—
three; then imagining their continuity, which M. Poincare was still exhausting 
his wits to explain or defend; and this was his explanation: “In short, the mind 
has the faculty of creating symbols, and it is thus that it has constructed 
mathematical continuity which is only a particular system of symbols.” With the 
same light touch, more destructive in its artistic measure than the heaviest-
handed brutality of Englishmen or Germans, he went on to upset relative truth 
itself: “How should I answer the question whether Euclidian Geometry is true? It 
has no sense! ...Euclidian Geometry is, and will remain, the most convenient.” 

Chaos was a primary fact even in Paris—especially in Paris—as it was in the 
Book of Genesis; but every thinking being in Paris or out of it had exhausted 
thought in the effort to prove Unity, Continuity, Purpose, Order, Law, Truth, the 
Universe, God, after having begun by taking it for granted, and discovering, to 
their profound dismay, that some minds denied it. The direction of mind, as a 
single force of nature, had been constant since history began. Its own unity had 
created a universe the essence of which was abstract Truth; the Absolute; God! 
To Thomas Aquinas, the universe was still a person; to Spinoza, a substance; to 
Kant, Truth was the essence of the “I”; an innate conviction; a categorical 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, 
suppliant, vagabond. 

bliss: (n) happiness, joy, ecstasy, 
pleasure, paradise, blessedness, 
felicity, elation, beatitude, heaven, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
sorrow, agony, grief, anguish, 
sadness, suffering, gloom, hell, 
dissatisfaction. 

chatter: (n, v) babble, gossip, prattle,  

gab, cackle, natter; (adj, n, v) jabber; 
(adj, v) prate, palaver; (v) blabber, 
patter. ANTONYM: (v) drawl. 

dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, 
dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) 
consternation, discouragement; (n, v) 
daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, dread. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (v) 
stimulate, assure, ensure, encourage, 
elate; (n) spirit, satisfaction, mettle, 
resolution, assurance. 

displacement: (n) deposition, transfer, 

movement, shift, translation, motion, 
electric flux density, amplitude, 
expulsion, rejection, elocation. 

imagining: (n) conception, daydream, 
fantasy, opinion; (v) imagine; (adj) 
imaginant. 

monkeys: (n) Anthropoidea, 
hominids, suborder Anthropoidea. 

wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother wit, 
right mind, judgment. 
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imperative; to Poincare, it was a convenience; and to Karl Pearson, a medium of 
exchange.%

The historian never stopped repeating to himself that he knew nothing about 
it; that he was a mere instrument of measure, a barometer, pedometer, 
radiometer; and that his whole share in the matter was restricted to the 
measurement of thought-motion as marked by the accepted thinkers. He took 
their facts for granted. He knew no more than a firefly about rays—or about 
race—or sex—or ennui—or a bar of music—or a pang of love—or a grain of 
musk—or of phosphorus—or conscience—or duty—or the force of Euclidian 
geometry—or non-Euclidian—or heat—or light—or osmosis—or electrolysis—or 
the magnet—or ether—or vis inertiae—or gravitation—or cohesion—or 
elasticity—or surface tension—or capillary attraction—or Brownian motion—or 
of some scores, or thousands, or millions of chemical attractions, repulsions or 
indifferences which were busy within and without him; or, in brief, of Force 
itself, which, he was credibly informed, bore some dozen definitions in the 
textbooks, mostly contradictory, and all, as he was assured, beyond his 
intelligence; but summed up in the dictum of the last and highest science, that 
Motion seems to be Matter and Matter seems to be Motion, yet “we are probably 
incapable of discovering” what either is. History had no need to ask what either 
might be; all it needed to know was the admission of ignorance; the mere fact of 
multiplicity baffling science. Even as to the fact, science disputed, but radium 
happened to radiate something that seemed to explode the scientific magazine, 
bringing thought, for the time, to a standstill; though, in the line of thought-
movement in history, radium was merely the next position, familiar and 
inexplicable since Zeno and his arrow: continuous from the beginning of time, 
and discontinuous at each successive point. History set it down on the record—
pricked its position on the chart—and waited to be led, or misled, once more. 

The historian must not try to know what is truth, if he values his honesty; for, 
if he cares for his truths, he is certain to falsify his facts. The laws of history only 
repeat the lines of force or thought. Yet though his will be iron, he cannot help 
now and then resuming his humanity or simianity in face of a fear. The motion of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

baffling: (adj) knotty, 
incomprehensible, puzzling, 
inexplicable, unaccountable, 
unfathomable, baffle, bewildering, 
confusing, perplexing, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apparent, 
enlightening, explicable, simple. 

credibly: (adv) convincingly, 
realistically, authentically, 
authenticly, probably, winningly, 
well, reasonably, persuasively, 
plausibly, belike. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

unconvincingly, incredibly, 
unimaginably, implausibly. 

falsify: (v) garble, adulterate, 
misrepresent, counterfeit, 
manipulate, fake, forge, juggle, 
fudge, distort, cook. ANTONYM: (v) 
right. 

firefly: (n) glowworm, lightning bug, 
fire beetle, pyrophorus noctiluca, 
elaterid beetle, elaterid, elater; (v) fly, 
dragon fly. 

pedometer: (v) perambulator,  

podometer, measuring instrument, 
measuring system. 

radiate: (v) gleam, beam, glow, glitter, 
shine, diverge, glisten, emit, shed, 
emanate, flash. ANTONYM: (v) 
absorb. 

radiometer: (n) photometer, 
actinometer, lucimeter, 
radiomicrometer; (v) odometer, 
ombrometer, heliometer, 
galvanometer, pantometer, 
pneumometer, pneumatometer. 
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thought had the same value as the motion of a cannon-ball seen approaching the 
observer on a direct line through the air. One could watch its curve for five 
thousand years. Its first violent acceleration in historical times had ended in the 
catastrophe of 310. The next swerve of direction occurred towards 1500. Galileo 
and Bacon gave a still newer curve to it, which altered its values; but all these 
changes had never altered the continuity. Only in 1900, the continuity snapped.%

Vaguely conscious of the cataclysm, the world sometimes dated it from 1893, 
by the Roentgen rays, or from 1898, by the Curie’s radium; but in 1904, Arthur 
Balfour announced on the part of British science that the human race without 
exception had lived and died in a world of illusion until the last year of the 
century. The date was convenient, and convenience was truth. 

The child born in 1900 would, then, be born into a new world which would 
not be a unity but a multiple. Adams tried to imagine it, and an education that 
would fit it. He found himself in a land where no one had ever penetrated 
before; where order was an accidental relation obnoxious to nature; artificial 
compulsion imposed on motion; against which every free energy of the universe 
revolted; and which, being merely occasional, resolved itself back into anarchy at 
last. He could not deny that the law of the new multiverse explained much that 
had been most obscure, especially the persistently fiendish treatment of man by 
man; the perpetual effort of society to establish law, and the perpetual revolt of 
society against the law it had established; the perpetual building up of authority 
by force, and the perpetual appeal to force to overthrow it; the perpetual 
symbolism of a higher law, and the perpetual relapse to a lower one; the 
perpetual victory of the principles of freedom, and their perpetual conversion 
into principles of power; but the staggering problem was the outlook ahead into 
the despotism of artificial order which nature abhorred. The physicists had a 
phrase for it, unintelligible to the vulgar: “All that we win is a battle—lost in 
advance—with the irreversible phenomena in the background of nature.” 

All that a historian won was a vehement wish to escape. He saw his 
education complete; and was sorry he ever began it. As a matter of taste, he 
greatly preferred his eighteenth-century education when God was a father and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cataclysm: (n) disaster, upheaval, 
catastrophe, tragedy, wreck, deluge, 
wrack, flood, earthquake, misfortune, 
bouleversement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
miracle, boon. 

despotism: (n) tyranny, dictatorship, 
autocracy, monocracy, oppression, 
authoritarianism, autarchy, cruelty, 
Stalinism, domination; (adj) violence.

galileo: (n) Galileo galilei. 
irreversible: (adj) irreparable, 

unchangeable, irrecoverable,  

irredeemable, irreclaimable, fixed, 
irremediable; (v) irretrievable, 
indefeasible, irresoluble, 
intransmutable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impermanent, superficial, temporary, 
flexible. 

relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; (n) 
recidivism, recurrence, regression, 
deterioration; (v) backslide, revert, 
recur, deteriorate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
improve, recover, progress; (n) 
improvement, recovery,  

regeneration. 
staggering: (adj) astounding, amazing, 

incredible, inconceivable, prodigious, 
marvelous, startling, ghastly, 
shocking, remarkable, extraordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
normal, lovely, comforting. 

symbolism: (n) symbolization, 
charactery, allegory, practice, 
distinctive mark, suggestion, 
symbolic, symbolics, symbol, pattern. 
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nature a mother, and all was for the best in a scientific universe. He repudiated 
all share in the world as it was to be, and yet he could not detect the point where 
his responsibility began or ended.%

As history unveiled itself in the new order, man’s mind had behaved like a 
young pearl oyster, secreting its universe to suit its conditions until it had built 
up a shell of nacre that embodied all its notions of the perfect. Man knew it was 
true because he made it, and he loved it for the same reason. He sacrificed 
millions of lives to acquire his unity, but he achieved it, and justly thought it a 
work of art. The woman especially did great things, creating her deities on a 
higher level than the male, and, in the end, compelling the man to accept the 
Virgin as guardian of the man’s God. The man’s part in his Universe was 
secondary, but the woman was at home there, and sacrificed herself without 
limit to make it habitable, when man permitted it, as sometimes happened for 
brief intervals of war and famine; but she could not provide protection against 
forces of nature. She did not think of her universe as a raft to which the limpets 
stuck for life in the surge of a supersensual chaos; she conceived herself and her 
family as the centre and flower of an ordered universe which she knew to be 
unity because she had made it after the image of her own fecundity; and this 
creation of hers was surrounded by beauties and perfections which she knew to 
be real because she herself had imagined them. 

Even the masculine philosopher admired and loved and celebrated her 
triumph, and the greatest of them sang it in the noblest of his verses:— 

 
“Alma Venus, coeli subter labentia signa  

Quae mare navigerum, quae terras frugiferenteis  
Concelebras......   
Quae quondam rerum naturam sola gubernas,  
Nec sine te quidquam dias in luminis oras   
Exoritur, neque fit laetum neque amabile quidquam;  
Te sociam studeo!” 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dias: (n) Diaz, Bartholomeu Dias. 
fecundity: (n) fertility, productivity, 

richness, fruitfulness, prolificacy, 
productiveness, luxuriance, lushness, 
creativeness, birthrate; (adj) uberty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infertility, sterility. 

hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own. 
mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the 

mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, 
horse, region, part, jennet, roe. 

masculine: (adj, v) male, not female; 
(adj) manly, manlike, virile, mannish, 

mankind, bold, manful; (n) gender, 
he. ANTONYMS: (adj) female, 
neuter. 

nacre: (n) mica, cheetah, ophite, opal, 
ocelot, shell, marble, zebra. 

oyster: (v) clam, ostracize, frumenty, 
oatmeal, chowder, damper; (n) 
huitre, shellfish, blue point, capiz, 
bluepoint. 

pearl: (adj, n) jewel; (n) gem, bead, 
dewdrop, ivory, bone; (adj) brilliant, 
flower, bijou, satin etched, ruby.  

ANTONYM: (n) dud. 
repudiated: (adj) unacknowledged. 
secreting: (n) burial, burying, 

concealment, money laundering, 
activity, screening, hiding, masking; 
(adj) secretory, secernent. 

sine: (n) without, circular function, 
hell, cotangent, angle, cosine, 
hypothenuse. 

unveiled: (adj) disenshrouded, naked, 
out of the closet. 
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Neither man nor woman ever wanted to quit this Eden of their own 
invention, and could no more have done it of their own accord than the pearl 
oyster could quit its shell; but although the oyster might perhaps assimilate or 
embalm a grain of sand forced into its aperture, it could only perish in face of the 
cyclonic hurricane or the volcanic upheaval of its bed. Her supersensual chaos 
killed her.%

Such seemed the theory of history to be imposed by science on the generation 
born after 1900. For this theory, Adams felt himself in no way responsible. Even 
as historian he had made it his duty always to speak with respect of everything 
that had ever been thought respectable—except an occasional statesman; but he 
had submitted to force all his life, and he meant to accept it for the future as for 
the past. All his efforts had been turned only to the search for its channel. He 
never invented his facts; they were furnished him by the only authorities he 
could find. As for himself, according to Helmholz, Ernst Mach, and Arthur 
Balfour, he was henceforth to be a conscious ball of vibrating motions, traversed 
in every direction by infinite lines of rotation or vibration, rolling at the feet of 
the Virgin at Chartres or of M. Poincare in an attic at Paris, a centre of 
supersensual chaos. The discovery did not distress him. A solitary man of sixty-
five years or more, alone in a Gothic cathedral or a Paris apartment, need fret 
himself little about a few illusions more or less. He should have learned his 
lesson fifty years earlier; the times had long passed when a student could stop 
before chaos or order; he had no choice but to march with his world. 

Nevertheless, he could not pretend that his mind felt flattered by this 
scientific outlook. Every fabulist has told how the human mind has always 
struggled like a frightened bird to escape the chaos which caged it; how—
appearing suddenly and inexplicably out of some unknown and unimaginable 
void; passing half its known life in the mental chaos of sleep; victim even when 
awake, to its own ill-adjustment, to disease, to age, to external suggestion, to 
nature’s compulsion; doubting its sensations, and, in the last resort, trusting only 
to instruments and averages—after sixty or seventy years of growing 
astonishment, the mind wakes to find itself looking blankly into the void of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aperture: (n) breach, slit, puncture, 
opening, gap, cleft, perforation, 
loophole, mouth, hiatus, outlet. 
ANTONYM: (n) closure. 

assimilate: (v) absorb, imbibe, 
compare, take in, incorporate, 
comprehend, digest, conform, 
engross, acquire; (adj) assimilating. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, dissimilate, 
misunderstand, regurgitate. 

cyclonic: (adj) cyclonal. 
embalm: (n) perfume, scent; (v)  

mummify, kyanize, pickle, tin, salt, 
season, pot, mummy, wrap. 

fabulist: (n) narrator, storyteller, 
fabler, liar; (v) novelist. 

inexplicably: (adv) enigmatically, 
incredibly, phenomenally, 
unbelievably, impenetrably, 
unfathomably, unintelligibly, 
unusually; (adj) suspiciously, 
unreasonably, unduly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unremarkably, understandably.

unimaginable: (adj) impossible,  

unthinkable, incredible, unbelievable, 
out of the question, unspeakable, 
miraculous, untold, unsolicited, 
unlikely; (adj, v) inimaginable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) describable, 
believable. 

upheaval: (n) uplift, commotion, 
revolution, disturbance, tumult, 
turmoil, unrest, ferment, disorder, 
turbulence, cataclysm. ANTONYMS: 
(n) order, stability, peace, serenity. 
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death. That it should profess itself pleased by this performance was all that the 
highest rules of good breeding could ask; but that it should actually be satisfied 
would prove that it existed only as idiocy.%

Satisfied, the future generation could scarcely think itself, for even when the 
mind existed in a universe of its own creation, it had never been quite at ease. As 
far as one ventured to interpret actual science, the mind had thus far adjusted 
itself by an infinite series of infinitely delicate adjustments forced on it by the 
infinite motion of an infinite chaos of motion; dragged at one moment into the 
unknowable and unthinkable, then trying to scramble back within its senses 
and to bar the chaos out, but always assimilating bits of it, until at last, in 1900, a 
new avalanche of unknown forces had fallen on it, which required new mental 
powers to control. If this view was correct, the mind could gain nothing by flight 
or by fight; it must merge in its supersensual multiverse, or succumb to it. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adjusted: (adj) altered, set, arranged, 
accustomed, correct, fitted, right, 
tuned, secure, familiarised, 
familiarized. ANTONYM: (adj) 
maladjusted. 

assimilating: (adj) assimilate, 
absorptive, absorbent, assimilative, 
assimilatory. 

bits: (n) odds and ends, scraps, debris.
infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, 

endless, countless, immense, 
incalculable, boundless, innumerable, 

immeasurable, everlasting, spaceless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, limited, 
restricted, small, tiny, slight. 

merge: (v) combine, amalgamate, melt, 
fuse, integrate, meld, commingle, 
unite, mix, consolidate; (adj, v) 
coalesce. ANTONYMS: (v) split, 
diverge, decentralize, unpick, 
segregate. 

powers: (n) authority, capacity, 
strength, administration. 

scramble: (v) clamber, beat, strive; (n, 

v) climb, struggle, bustle, jumble, 
scrabble, rush; (adj, n) hurry; (n) 
haste. ANTONYMS: (v) descend; (n) 
descent. 

unthinkable: (adj) inconceivable, 
incredible, unimaginable, 
implausible, impossible, taboo, 
beyond belief, unlikely, improbable, 
astonishing, uncommon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thinkable, 
conceivable, believable, acceptable, 
credible. 
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CHAPTER  % XXXI I  

 
V IS  NOVA  ( 1903 -1904 )  

 
 

PARIS after midsummer is a place where only the industrious poor remain, 
unless they can get away; but Adams knew no spot where history would be 
better off, and the calm of the Champs Elysees was so deep that when Mr. de 
Witte was promoted to a powerless dignity, no one whispered that the 
promotion was disgrace, while one might have supposed, from the silence, that 
the Viceroy Alexeieff had reoccupied Manchuria as a fulfilment of treaty-
obligation. For once, the conspiracy of silence became crime. Never had so 
modern and so vital a riddle been put before Western society, but society shut its 
eyes. Manchuria knew every step into war; Japan had completed every 
preparation; Alexeieff had collected his army and fleet at Port Arthur, mounting 
his siege guns and laying in enormous stores, ready for the expected attack; 
from Yokohama to Irkutsk, the whole East was under war conditions; but 
Europe knew nothing. The banks would allow no disturbance; the press said not 
a word, and even the embassies were silent. Every anarchist in Europe buzzed 
excitement and began to collect in groups, but the Hotel Ritz was calm, and the 
Grand Dukes who swarmed there professed to know directly from the Winter 
Palace that there would be no war. 
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buzzed: (n) woozy; (adj) intoxicated, 
drunk. 

calm: (adj, n, v) assuage, appease, lull; 
(adj, v) cool, pacify, peaceful, easy, 
steady; (adj, adv, n, v) still; (n, v) allay; 
(v) mollify. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agitated, wild, stormy, nervous, 
angry, scared, terrified, tense; (v) 
agitate, provoke; (adj, v) upset. 

disturbance: (n, v) commotion, brawl; 
(n) disorder, turmoil, upset, 
derangement, dislocation, disruption, 

tumult, din; (adj, n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stillness, peace, 
satisfaction, serenity, respect, accord.

fulfilment: (n) achievement, 
accomplishment, fulfillment, 
completion, fruition, discharge, 
consummation, effectuation, 
satisfaction, pursuance, prosecution. 

guns: (n) weapons, weaponry, arms, 
arsenal, armaments, artillery. 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting,  

put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition. 

mounting: (n, v) mount; (adj, n) 
climbing; (n) ascent, setting, climb, 
frame, assembly, chassis, framework, 
ascension; (adj, adv) rising. 

siege: (n) blockade, envelopment, 
encirclement, investment, besieging; 
(v) beleaguer, encompass, environ, 
envelop, encircle, beset. 
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As usual, Adams felt as ignorant as the best-informed statesman, and though 
the sense was familiar, for once he could see that the ignorance was assumed. 
After nearly fifty years of experience, he could not understand how the comedy 
could be so well acted. Even as late as November, diplomats were gravely asking 
every passer-by for his opinion, and avowed none of their own except what was 
directly authorized at St. Petersburg. He could make nothing of it. He found 
himself in face of his new problem—the workings of Russian inertia—and he 
could conceive no way of forming an opinion how much was real and how much 
was comedy had he been in the Winter Palace himself. At times he doubted 
whether the Grand Dukes or the Czar knew, but old diplomatic training forbade 
him to admit such innocence.%

This was the situation at Christmas when he left Paris. On January 6, 1904, he 
reached Washington, where the contrast of atmosphere astonished him, for he 
had never before seen his country think as a world-power. No doubt, Japanese 
diplomacy had much to do with this alertness, but the immense superiority of 
Japanese diplomacy should have been more evident in Europe than in America, 
and in any case, could not account for the total disappearance of Russian 
diplomacy. A government by inertia greatly disconcerted study. One was led to 
suspect that Cassini never heard from his Government, and that Lamsdorf knew 
nothing of his own department; yet no such suspicion could be admitted. Cassini 
resorted to transparent blague: “Japan seemed infatuated even to the point of 
war! But what can the Japanese do? As usual, sit on their heels and pray to 
Buddha!” One of the oldest and most accomplished diplomatists in the service 
could never show his hand so empty as this if he held a card to play; but he 
never betrayed stronger resource behind. “If any Japanese succeed in entering 
Manchuria, they will never get out of it alive.” The inertia of Cassini, who was 
naturally the most energetic of diplomatists, deeply interested a student of race-
inertia, whose mind had lost itself in the attempt to invent scales of force. 

The air of official Russia seemed most dramatic in the air of the White House, 
by contrast with the outspoken candor of the President. Reticence had no place 
there. Every one in America saw that, whether Russia or Japan were victim, one 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alertness: (n) watchfulness, agility, 
alacrity, nimbleness, liveliness, 
jealousy, wariness, attention, 
quickness, intelligence, 
consciousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dream, drowsiness, inattentiveness, 
slowness, unconsciousness. 

authorized: (v) allowed; (adj) 
authorised, official, accredited, 
competent, lawful, legal, legitimate, 
permissible, qualified; (adj, v) 
privileged. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

unauthorized, illegal, unqualified. 
blague: (v) gas; (n) falsehood. 
infatuated: (adj, n) fanatical; (adj, v) 

besotted; (adj) gaga, crazy, mad, 
dotty, in love, obsessed, smitten, 
taken with; (v) illiberal. 

outspoken: (adj) direct, open, frank, 
candid, ingenuous, forthright, blunt, 
explicit, round, sincere, 
straightforward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
devious, guarded, quiet, reticent, 
evasive, reserved, tactful. 

passer-by: (n) eyewitness. 
pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, 

invite, plead, beseech, appeal, 
importune, adjure, invoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) reject. 

reticence: (n) reserve, reservation, 
uncommunicativeness, taciturnity, 
silence, reticency, restraint, secrecy, 
reservedness, muteness, humility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chattiness, honesty, 
nerve, boldness, openness, arrogance, 
brashness. 
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of the decisive struggles in American history was pending, and any presence of 
secrecy or indifference was absurd. Interest was acute, and curiosity intense, for 
no one knew what the Russian Government meant or wanted, while war had 
become a question of days. To an impartial student who gravely doubted 
whether the Czar himself acted as a conscious force or an inert weight, the 
straight-forward avowals of Roosevelt had singular value as a standard of 
measure. By chance it happened that Adams was obliged to take the place of his 
brother Brooks at the Diplomatic Reception immediately after his return home, 
and the part of proxy included his supping at the President’s table, with 
Secretary Root on one side, the President opposite, and Miss Chamberlain 
between them. Naturally the President talked and the guests listened; which 
seemed, to one who had just escaped from the European conspiracy of silence, 
like drawing a free breath after stifling. Roosevelt, as every one knew, was 
always an amusing talker, and had the reputation of being indiscreet beyond 
any other man of great importance in the world, except the Kaiser Wilhelm and 
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, the father of his guest at table; and this evening he 
spared none. With the usual abuse of the quos ego, common to vigorous 
statesmen, he said all that he thought about Russians and Japanese, as well as 
about Boers and British, without restraint, in full hearing of twenty people, to the 
entire satisfaction of his listener; and concluded by declaring that war was 
imminent; that it ought to be stopped; that it could be stopped: “ I could do it 
myself; I could stop it to-morrow!” and he went on to explain his reasons for 
restraint.%

That he was right, and that, within another generation, his successor would 
do what he would have liked to do, made no shadow of doubt in the mind of his 
hearer, though it would have been folly when he last supped at the White House 
in the dynasty of President Hayes; but the listener cared less for the assertion of 
power, than for the vigor of view. The truth was evident enough, ordinary, even 
commonplace if one liked, but it was not a truth of inertia, nor was the method to 
be mistaken for inert. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

declaring: (adj) affirming, predicant. 
dynasty: (n) family, regime, house, 

dominion, folk, government, kinfolk, 
kinsfolk, phratry, Sept, sovereignty. 

escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, loose, 
on the loose, runaway, easy, wild; (n) 
freer; (v) escaping. 

hearer: (n) audience, listener, 
eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, 
earwitness, attendant, attendee, 
attender, audient, beholder. 

indifference: (adj, n) coldness,  

phlegm; (n) detachment, 
impassiveness, disregard, aloofness, 
nonchalance, neglect, unconcern, 
impassivity, disinterest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fervor, interest, 
eagerness, dedication, sympathy, 
favorite, compassion, anxiety, 
responsiveness, forcefulness, care. 

indiscreet: (adj) careless, imprudent, 
incautious, ill-advised, rash, 
unadvised, unwise, impolitic, hasty, 
tactless, inadvisable. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) thoughtful, tactful, judicious, 
guarded. 

proxy: (n) attorney, deputy, agent, 
agency, delegate, alternate, surrogate, 
procurator, authority, vicar; (adj, n) 
replacement. 

stifling: (adj) close, oppressive, 
sweltering, stuffy, heavy, hot, torrid, 
sticky; (n) crushing, quelling, 
suppression. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, airy, cool, temperate. 
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Nor could the force of Japan be mistaken for a moment as a force of inertia, 
although its aggressive was taken as methodically—as mathematically—as a 
demonstration of Euclid, and Adams thought that as against any but Russians it 
would have lost its opening. Each day counted as a measure of relative energy on 
the historical scale, and the whole story made a Grammar of new Science quite as 
instructive as that of Pearson.%

The forces thus launched were bound to reach some new equilibrium which 
would prove the problem in one sense or another, and the war had no personal 
value for Adams except that it gave Hay his last great triumph. He had carried 
on his long contest with Cassini so skillfully that no one knew enough to 
understand the diplomatic perfection of his work, which contained no error; but 
such success is complete only when it is invisible, and his victory at last was 
victory of judgment, not of act. He could do nothing, and the whole country 
would have sprung on him had he tried. Japan and England saved his “open 
door” and fought his battle. All that remained for him was to make the peace, 
and Adams set his heart on getting the peace quickly in hand, for Hay’s sake as 
well as for that of Russia. He thought then that it could be done in one campaign, 
for he knew that, in a military sense, the fall of Port Arthur must lead to 
negotiation, and every one felt that Hay would inevitably direct it; but the race 
was close, and while the war grew every day in proportions, Hay’s strength 
every day declined. 

St. Gaudens came on to model his head, and Sargent painted his portrait, two 
steps essential to immortality which he bore with a certain degree of resignation, 
but he grumbled when the President made him go to St. Louis to address some 
gathering at the Exposition; and Mrs. Hay bade Adams go with them, for 
whatever use he could suppose himself to serve. He professed the religion of 
World’s Fairs, without which he held education to be a blind impossibility; and 
obeyed Mrs. Hay’s bidding the more readily because it united his two educations 
in one; but theory and practice were put to equally severe test at St. Louis. Ten 
years had passed since he last crossed the Mississippi, and he found everything 
new. In this great region from Pittsburgh through Ohio and Indiana, agriculture 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

gathering: (n) collection, 
accumulation, concourse, 
congregation, assemblage, crowd, 
compilation, meeting, crew, gather, 
throng. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dismantling, scattering. 

grew: (v) become, develop; (adj) 
grown. 

invisible: (adj) obscure, hidden, 
inconspicuous, intangible, sightless, 
concealed, impalpable, occult, 
indiscernible, inappreciable, unseen. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
conspicuous, noticeable, palpable. 

mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, 
false, misguided, inaccurate, 
fallacious, untrue, misleading, 
confused, improper, error. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, 
right. 

negotiation: (n) parley, alienation, 
bargain, transaction, conference, 
diplomacy, arbitration, consultation, 
dealing, bargaining, talks.  

ANTONYMS: (n) confrontation, 
provocation. 

portrait: (n) effigy, image, likeness, 
icon, delineation, depiction, figure, 
portraiture, picture, photograph, 
painting. 

skillfully: (adv) adroitly, expertly, 
cleverly, craftily, skilfully, 
proficiently, deftly, ingeniously, 
adeptly, competently, artfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, badly, 
incompetently. 
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had made way for steam; tall chimneys reeked smoke on every horizon, and 
dirty suburbs filled with scrap-iron, scrap-paper and cinders, formed the setting 
of every town. Evidently, cleanliness was not to be the birthmark of the new 
American, but this matter of discards concerned the measure of force little, while 
the chimneys and cinders concerned it so much that Adams thought the 
Secretary of State should have rushed to the platform at every station to ask who 
were the people; for the American of the prime seemed to be extinct with the 
Shawnee and the buffalo.%

The subject grew quickly delicate. History told little about these millions of 
Germans and Slavs, or whatever their race-names, who had overflowed these 
regions as though the Rhine and the Danube had turned their floods into the 
Ohio. John Hay was as strange to the Mississippi River as though he had not 
been bred on its shores, and the city of St. Louis had turned its back on the 
noblest work of nature, leaving it bankrupt between its own banks. The new 
American showed his parentage proudly; he was the child of steam and the 
brother of the dynamo, and already, within less than thirty years, this mass of 
mixed humanities, brought together by steam, was squeezed and welded into 
approach to shape; a product of so much mechanical power, and bearing no 
distinctive marks but that of its pressure. The new American, like the new 
European, was the servant of the powerhouse, as the European of the twelfth 
century was the servant of the Church, and the features would follow the 
parentage. 

The St. Louis Exposition was its first creation in the twentieth century, and, 
for that reason, acutely interesting. One saw here a third-rate town of half-a-
million people without history, education, unity, or art, and with little capital—
without even an element of natural interest except the river which it studiously 
ignored—but doing what London, Paris, or New York would have shrunk from 
attempting. This new social conglomerate, with no tie but its steam-power and 
not much of that, threw away thirty or forty million dollars on a pageant as 
ephemeral as a stage flat. The world had never witnessed so marvellous a 
phantasm by night Arabia’s crimson sands had never returned a glow half so 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acutely: (adv) sharply, keenly, 
severely, astutely, piercingly, shrilly, 
cleverly; (adj, adv) intensely, 
extremely, gravely, critically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) chronically, 
mildly, slightly, faintly, vaguely, 
unexceptionally. 

chimneys: (n) chimney. 
cleanliness: (n) tidiness, neatness, 

chastity, wont, trait, hygiene, 
sanitation, purity, clarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dirtiness, impurity, 

squalor, uncleanliness, grime. 
conglomerate: (v) amass, accumulate, 

cumulate, pile up, gather; (n) 
pudding stone, group, agglomerate, 
conglomeration, firm; (adj, n) 
complex. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
individual, separate. 

pageant: (n) spectacle, ostentation, 
ceremony, pomp, representation, 
exhibition, procession, pageantry, 
cavalcade, parade, scene. 

powerhouse: (n) power station,  

human dynamo, fireball, ball of fire, 
bolide, doer, authority; (adj) 
muscular, mighty, forceful, 
authoritative. 

shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 
withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish. 

studiously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, busily, earnestly, 
carefully, eagerly, bookishly; (adj, 
adv) designedly; (adj) knowingly, 
purposely, wittingly. 
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astonishing, as one wandered among long lines of white palaces, exquisitely 
lighted by thousands on thousands of electric candles, soft, rich, shadowy, 
palpable in their sensuous depths; all in deep silence, profound solitude, 
listening for a voice or a foot-fall or the plash of an oar, as though the Emir Mirza 
were displaying the beauties of this City of Brass, which could show nothing 
half so beautiful as this illumination, with its vast, white, monumental solitude, 
bathed in the pure light of setting suns. One enjoyed it with iniquitous rapture, 
not because of exhibits but rather because of their want. Here was a paradox like 
the stellar universe that fitted one’s mental faults. Had there been no exhibits at 
all, and no visitors, one would have enjoyed it only the more.%

Here education found new forage. That the power was wasted, the art 
indiflerent, the economic failure complete, added just so much to the interest. 
The chaos of education approached a dream. One asked one’s self whether this 
extravagance reflected the past or imaged the future; whether it was a creation of 
the old American or a promise of the new one. No prophet could be believed, but 
a pilgrim of power, without constituency to flatter, might allow himself to hope. 
The prospect from the Exposition was pleasant; one seemed to see almost an 
adequate motive for power; almost a scheme for progress. In another half-
century, the people of the central valleys should have hundreds of millions to 
throw away more easily than in 1900 they could throw away tens; and by that 
time they might know what they wanted. Possibly they might even have learned 
how to reach it. 

This was an optimist’s hope, shared by few except pilgrims of World’s Fairs, 
and frankly dropped by the multitude, for, east of the Mississippi, the St. Louis 
Exposition met a deliberate conspiracy of silence, discouraging, beyond 
measure, to an optimistic dream of future strength in American expression. The 
party got back to Washington on May 24, and before sailing for Europe, Adams 
went over, one warm evening, to bid good-bye on the garden-porch of the White 
House. He found himself the first person who urged Mrs. Roosevelt to visit the 
Exposition for its beauty, and, as far as he ever knew, the last. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

discouraging: (adj) discouragingly, 
chill, disappointing, disheartening, 
bad, bleak, gloomy, sad, 
demoralizing, daunting, dispiriting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
uplifting, inspiring, heartening, 
comfortable, hopeful. 

displaying: (n) advertising. 
exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 

magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely,  

exceedingly. 
forage: (v) search, scrounge, prey, 

plunder, hunt, rummage, gut, spoil, 
despoil, scour; (n) pasture. 

iniquitous: (adj) sinful, immoral, evil, 
wrong, injurious, heinous, bad, 
criminal; (adj, adv) impious, 
infamous, nefarious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) right, fair. 

plash: (n, v) splash; (v) pleach, splatter, 
spatter, swash, interlace, enlace, 
entwine, drip, drop; (n) drizzle. 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, v) 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair. 

sensuous: (adj) sensitive, sensual, lush, 
luxurious, voluptuous, epicurean, 
carnal, sensational, sexy, esthetic, 
esthetical. 

visitors: (n) visitation. 
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He left St. Louis May 22, 1904, and on Sunday, June 5, found himself again in 
the town of Coutances, where the people of Normandy had built, towards the 
year 1250, an Exposition which architects still admired and tourists visited, for it 
was thought singularly expressive of force as well as of grace in the Virgin. On 
this Sunday, the Norman world was celebrating a pretty church-feast—the Fete 
Dieu—and the streets were filled with altars to the Virgin, covered with flowers 
and foliage; the pavements strewn with paths of leaves and the spring 
handiwork of nature; the cathedral densely thronged at mass. The scene was 
graceful. The Virgin did not shut her costly Exposition on Sunday, or any other 
day, even to American senators who had shut the St. Louis Exposition to her—or 
for her; and a historical tramp would gladly have offered a candle, or even a 
candle-stick in her honor, if she would have taught him her relation with the 
deity of the Senators. The power of the Virgin had been plainly One, embracing 
all human activity; while the power of the Senate, or its deity, seemed—might 
one say—to be more or less ashamed of man and his work. The matter had no 
great interest as far as it concerned the somewhat obscure mental processes of 
Senators who could probably have given no clearer idea than priests of the deity 
they supposed themselves to honor—if that was indeed their purpose; but it 
interested a student of force, curious to measure its manifestations. Apparently 
the Virgin—or her Son—had no longer the force to build expositions that one 
cared to visit, but had the force to close them. The force was still real, serious, 
and, at St. Louis, had been anxiously measured in actual money-value.%

That it was actual and serious in France as in the Senate Chamber at 
Washington, proved itself at once by forcing Adams to buy an automobile, 
which was a supreme demonstration because this was the form of force which 
Adams most abominated. He had set aside the summer for study of the Virgin, 
not as a sentiment but as a motive power, which had left monuments widely 
scattered and not easily reached. The automobile alone could unite them in any 
reasonable sequence, and although the force of the automobile, for the purposes 
of a commercial traveller, seemed to have no relation whatever to the force that 
inspired a Gothic cathedral, the Virgin in the twelfth century would have guided 
and controlled both bag-man and architect, as she controlled the seeker of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

celebrating: (adj) jubilant, 
complimentary. 

densely: (adv) solidly, heavily, slowly, 
obtusely, compactly, firmly, dully, 
dumbly, closely, tightly, stupidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) loosely, sparsely, 
brightly. 

embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, 
kissing, taking on, implementation, 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, 
osculant, grasping, close. 

expressive: (adj) significant,  

meaningful, descriptive, mobile, 
revelatory, indicative, articulate, 
graphic, emphatic, suggestive, vivid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unemotional, 
undemonstrative, nondescript, cold, 
expressionless, empty, emotionless, 
inarticulate, innocent, impassive, 
reserved. 

forcing: (adj) pressing, constraining, 
penetrating, compulsatory; (n) push. 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair,  

airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, stocky, 
awkward, vigorous, jerky, ugly, 
stilted, heavy, coarse, strenuous. 

handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 
production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship. 

thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
overflowing; (n) persistent. 
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history. In his mind the problem offered itself as to Newton; it was a matter of 
mutual attraction, and he knew it, in his own case, to be a formula as precise as s 
= gt2/2, if he could but experimentally prove it. Of the attraction he needed no 
proof on his own account; the costs of his automobile were more than sufficient: 
but as teacher he needed to speak for others than himself. For him, the Virgin 
was an adorable mistress, who led the automobile and its owner where she 
would, to her wonderful palaces and chateaux, from Chartres to Rouen, and 
thence to Amiens and Laon, and a score of others, kindly receiving, amusing, 
charming and dazzling her lover, as though she were Aphrodite herself, worth 
all else that man ever dreamed. He never doubted her force, since he felt it to the 
last fibre of his being, and could not more dispute its mastery than he could 
dispute the force of gravitation of which he knew nothing but the formula. He 
was only too glad to yield himself entirely, not to her charm or to any 
sentimentality of religion, but to her mental and physical energy of creation 
which had built up these World’s Fairs of thirteenth-century force that turned 
Chicago and St. Louis pale.%

“Both were faiths and both are gone,” said Matthew Arnold of the Greek and 
Norse divinities; but the business of a student was to ask where they had gone. 
The Virgin had not even altogether gone; her fading away had been excessively 
slow. Her adorer had pursued her too long, too far, and into too many 
manifestations of her power, to admit that she had any equivalent either of 
quantity or kind, in the actual world, but he could still less admit her 
annihilation as energy. 

So he went on wooing, happy in the thought that at last he had found a 
mistress who could see no difference in the age of her lovers. Her own age had 
no time-measure. For years past, incited by John La Farge, Adams had devoted 
his summer schooling to the study of her glass at Chartres and elsewhere, and if 
the automobile had one vitesse more useful than another, it was that of a century 
a minute; that of passing from one century to another without break. The 
centuries dropped like autumn leaves in one’s road, and one was not fined for 
running over them too fast. When the thirteenth lost breath, the fourteenth 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adorable: (adj) lovely, attractive, 
delightful, endearing, pleasing, 
glamorous, delicious, wonderful, 
winning, appealing, cute. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) despicable, 
disgusting, wicked, unappealing, 
repulsive, monstrous, gross. 

annihilation: (n) abolition, death, 
slaughter, destruction, obliteration, 
extermination, extirpation, 
disintegration, demolition, defeat, 
pulverization. ANTONYMS: (n)  

preservation, survival, creation, 
protection. 

experimentally: (adv) tentatively, 
trially, by experimentation, 
empirically, observationally, 
provisionally, scientifically, 
experientially, through an 
experiment. 

fined: (adj) penalized, penalised. 
incited: (adj) encouraged, impelled, 

driven. 
schooling: (n, v) training; (n) learning, 

instruction, school, drilling, teaching, 
pedagogy, edification, coaching, 
preparation, doctrine. 

sentimentality: (n) bathos, sentiment, 
sentimentalism, sentimental, 
emotionalism, emotionality, feeling, 
schmaltz, tenderness, insincere 
pathos, mushiness. 

wooing: (n) courting, suit, bundling, 
suit of clothes, the soft impeachment, 
entreaty, prayer, cause, causa, case; 
(adj) amatory. 
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caught on, and the sixteenth ran close ahead. The hunt for the Virgin’s glass 
opened rich preserves. Especially the sixteenth century ran riot in sensuous 
worship. Then the ocean of religion, which had flooded France, broke into 
Shelley’s light dissolved in star-showers thrown, which had left every remote 
village strewn with fragments that flashed like jewels, and were tossed into 
hidden clefts of peace and forgetfulness. One dared not pass a parish church in 
Champagne or Touraine without stopping to look for its window of fragments, 
where one’s glass discovered the Christ-child in his manger, nursed by the head 
of a fragmentary donkey, with a Cupid playing into its long ears from the 
balustrade of a Venetian palace, guarded by a legless Flemish leibwache, 
standing on his head with a broken halbert; all invoked in prayer by remnants of 
the donors and their children that might have been drawn by Fouquet or 
Pinturicchio, in colors as fresh and living as the day they were burned in, and 
with feeling that still consoled the faithful for the paradise they had paid for and 
lost. France abounds in sixteenth-century glass. Paris alone contains acres of it, 
and the neighborhood within fifty miles contains scores of churches where the 
student may still imagine himself three hundred years old, kneeling before the 
Virgin’s window in the silent solitude of an empty faith, crying his culp, beating 
his breast, confessing his historical sins, weighed down by the rubbish of sixty-
six years’ education, and still desperately hoping to understand.%

He understood a little, though not much. The sixteenth century had a value 
of its own, as though the one had become several, and Unity had counted more 
than Three, though the Multiple still showed modest numbers. The glass had 
gone back to the Roman Empire and forward to the American continent; it 
betrayed sympathy with Montaigne and Shakespeare; but the Virgin was still 
supreme. At Beauvais in the Church of St. Stephen was a superb tree of Jesse, 
famous as the work of Engrand le Prince, about 1570 or 1580, in whose branches, 
among the fourteen ancestors of the Virgin, three-fourths bore features of the 
Kings of France, among them Francis I and Henry II, who were hardly more 
edifying than Kings of Israel, and at least unusual as sources of divine purity. 
Compared with the still more famous Tree of Jesse at Chartres, dating from 1150 
or thereabouts, must one declare that Engrand le Prince proved progress? and in 
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balustrade: (n) fence, banisters, 
banister, bannister, barrier, handrail, 
pale, balusters, guardrail, 
circumvallation, ring fence. 

confessing: (v) confess. 
dating: (n) invitation. 
dissolved: (adj) adulterate, gone, 

liquified, broken. 
donkey: (n) ass, idiot, fool, moke, 

dicky, simpleton, jackass, dizzard, 
domestic ass, donkeys, hinny. 

edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic,  

instructive, educational, 
advantageous, rewarding, benignant, 
improving, profitable, illuminating, 
helpful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unedifying. 

forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness, 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention. 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frank, careless, trusting, reckless, 
open, unwary, natural. 

preserves: (n) conserve, jam, 
chowchow, conserves, jelly, 
marmalade, canned food, confiture, 
European federation of importers of 
dried fruit, preserved food, apple 
butter. 
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what direction? Complexity, Multiplicity, even a step towards Anarchy, it might 
suggest, but what step towards perfection? 

One %late afternoon, at midsummer, the Virgin’s pilgrim was wandering 
through the streets of Troyes in close and intimate conversation with Thibaut of 
Champagne and his highly intelligent seneschal, the Sieur de Joinville, when he 
noticed one or two men looking at a bit of paper stuck in a window. 
Approaching, he read that M. de Plehve had been assassinated at St. Petersburg. 
The mad mixture of Russia and the Crusades, of the Hippodrome and the 
Renaissance, drove him for refuge into the fascinating Church of St. Pantaleon 
near by. Martyrs, murderers, Caesars, saints and assassins—half in glass and half 
in telegram; chaos of time, place, morals, forces and motive—gave him vertigo. 
Had one sat all one’s life on the steps of Ara Coeli for this? Was assassination 
forever to be the last word of Progress? No one in the street had shown a sign of 
protest; he himself felt none; the charming Church with its delightful windows, 
in its exquisite absence of other tourists, took a keener expression of celestial 
peace than could have been given it by any contrast short of explosive murder; 
the conservative Christian anarchist had come to his own, but which was he—the 
murderer or the murdered ? 

The Virgin herself never looked so winning—so One—as in this scandalous 
failure of her Grace. To what purpose had she existed, if, after nineteen hundred 
years, the world was bloodier than when she was born? The stupendous failure 
of Christianity tortured history. The effort for Unity could not be a partial 
success; even alternating Unity resolved itself into meaningless motion at last. 
To the tired student, the idea that he must give it up seemed sheer senility. As 
long as he could whisper, he would go on as he had begun, bluntly refusing to 
meet his creator with the admission that the creation had taught him nothing 
except that the square of the hypothenuse of a right-angled triangle might for 
convenience be taken as equal to something else. Every man with self-respect 
enough to become effective, if only as a machine, has had to account to himself 
for himself somehow, and to invent a formula of his own for his universe, if the 
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celestial: (adj) ethereal, divine, 
supernal, angelic, holy, sacred, 
astronomical, unworldly, 
superlunary, from on high; (n) 
heaven. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, mortal.

explosive: (n) bomb, gunpowder, 
burster, cordite, mine, missile; (adj) 
volatile, combustible, unstable, fickle; 
(v) convulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, nonexplosive, relaxed, 
peaceful, placid, reliable. 

hypothenuse: (n) cotangent, angle, 
cosine. 

meaningless: (adj) empty, pointless, 
hollow, useless, stupid, worthless, 
futile, needless, inane, absurd, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) meaningful, 
worthwhile, sensible, significant, 
reasonable, purposeful, provoked, 
offensive, justifiable, clear, useful. 

refusing: (adj) negative, dismissive, 
denying, recusative, noncompliant. 

right-angled: (adj) orthogonal. 

seneschal: (n) burgomaster, bailiff, 
Corregidor, castellan, factotum, 
warden, servant, shepherd, 
portreeve, retainer, alderman. 

taught: (adj) instructed, educated, 
schooled, instruct, well-bred, 
scholarly, provided; (v) firm, fast, 
close, taut. 

triangle: (n) trigon, trilateral, set 
square, reed, submaxillary triangle , 
xylophone, triennium, trident, 
wooden horse, wheel, trisula. 

 

  



Henry Adams 457

standard formulas failed. There, whether finished or not, education stopped. The 
formula, once made, could be but verified. 

The effort must begin at once, for time pressed. The old formulas had failed, 
and a new one had to be made, but, after all, the object was not extravagant or 
eccentric. One sought no absolute truth. One sought only a spool on which to 
wind the thread of history without breaking it. Among indefinite possible 
orbits, one sought the orbit which would best satisfy the observed movement of 
the runaway star Groombridge, 1838, commonly called Henry Adams. As term 
of a nineteenth-century education, one sought a common factor for certain 
definite historical fractions. Any schoolboy could work out the problem if he 
were given the right to state it in his own terms.%

Therefore, when the fogs and frosts stopped his slaughter of the centuries, 
and shut him up again in his garret, he sat down as though he were again a boy 
at school to shape after his own needs the values of a Dynamic Theory of 
History. 
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definite: (adj) certain, clear, distinct, 
concrete, plain, conclusive, specific, 
precise, categorical, decisive; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
imprecise, unclear, vague, undefined, 
doubtful, indeterminate, qualified, 
evasive, indefinite, indescribable, 
dubious. 

garret: (n) cockloft, loft, attic, house 
top, storey, level, upper story, story, 
dome, noggin, classical Greek. 

orbit: (n, v) circle, turn; (n) cycle, field, 

orb, area, domain, compass, expanse, 
course; (v) revolve. 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade, 
delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 
runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge. 

satisfy: (v) please, persuade, meet, 
satiate, indulge, sate, appease; (adj, v) 
content, fill, suffice, do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) intensify, displease, 
disappoint, disgruntle, frustrate. 

spool: (n) reel, roll, tube, quill, 
cylinder, shovel, filature, roll beam, 
winder, simultaneous peripheral 
operations online; (v) wind up. 

values: (n) way of life, viewpoint, 
principles, attitude, moral code, main 
beliefs, idea, thinking, belief. 

verified: (adj) substantiated, 
confirmed, hard, proven, 
demonstrated, authoritative, actual, 
established. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unproven. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI I I  

 
A  DYNAMIC  TH EORY  OF  H ISTORY  ( 1904 )  

 
 

A DYNAMIC theory, like most theories, begins by begging the question: it 
defines Progress as the development and economy of Forces. Further, it defines 
force as anything that does, or helps to do work. Man is a force; so is the sun; so 
is a mathematical point, though without dimensions or known existence.%

Man commonly begs the question again taking for granted that he captures 
the forces. A dynamic theory, assigning attractive force to opposing bodies in 
proportion to the law of mass, takes for granted that the forces of nature capture 
man. The sum of force attracts; the feeble atom or molecule called man is 
attracted; he suffers education or growth; he is the sum of the forces that attract 
him; his body and his thought are alike their product; the movement of the forces 
controls the progress of his mind, since he can know nothing but the motions 
which impinge on his senses, whose sum makes education. 

For convenience as an image, the theory may liken man to a spider in its 
web, watching for chance prey. Forces of nature dance like flies before the net, 
and the spider pounces on them when it can; but it makes many fatal mistakes, 
though its theory of force is sound. The spider-mind acquires a faculty of 
memory, and, with it, a singular skill of analysis and synthesis, taking apart and 
putting together in different relations the meshes of its trap. Man had in the 
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assigning: (n) allocation, distribution, 
allocating, assign, allotting, 
appointment, attribution, 
transmission. 

convenience: (n) contrivance, 
accommodation, opportunity, utility, 
occasion, fitness, comfort, leisure, 
appliance, availability; (adj) 
convenient. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uselessness, distance, hardship, 
unsuitability, clumsiness, 
remoteness. 

impinge: (v) entrench, bump, clash, 
collide, impact, to strike, trench, 
intrude, infringe, hit, contravene. 

liken: (adj, v) compare; (v) equate, 
parallel, equalize, resemble, 
assimilate, associate, imitate, acquire, 
equalise; (adj) likely. 

mathematical: (adj) mathematic, 
punctual, algebraic, arithmetical, 
exact, accurate, possible, 
unquestionable, scientific, religiously 
exact, numerical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

verbal, random. 
meshes: (n) cobweb, mouse trap, toils, 

maze; (adj) awkwardness, knot, 
Gordian knot, delicacy, ticklish card 
to play. 

molecule: (adj, n) atom, particle; (n) 
corpuscle, grain, iota, jot, bit, mote, 
coenzyme, speck; (adj) material point. 

spider: (n) spiders, tarantula, 
arachnid, mussuk, chatti, lota, 
schooner, wedge ring, spinner, star 
handle, terrine. 
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beginning no power of analysis or synthesis approaching that of the spider, or 
even of the honey-bee; he had acute sensibility to the higher forces. Fire taught 
him secrets that no other animal could learn; running water probably taught him 
even more, especially in his first lessons of mechanics; the animals helped to 
educate him, trusting themselves into his hands merely for the sake of their food, 
and carrying his burdens or supplying his clothing; the grasses and grains were 
academies of study. With little or no effort on his part, all these forces formed his 
thought, induced his action, and even shaped his figure.%

Long before history began, his education was complete, for the record could 
not have been started until he had been taught to record. The universe that had 
formed him took shape in his mind as a reflection of his own unity, containing all 
forces except himself. Either separately, or in groups, or as a whole, these forces 
never ceased to act on him, enlarging his mind as they enlarged the surface 
foliage of a vegetable, and the mind needed only to respond, as the forests did, to 
these attractions. Susceptibility to the highest forces is the highest genius; 
selection between them is the highest science; their mass is the highest educator. 
Man always made, and still makes, grotesque blunders in selecting and 
measuring forces, taken at random from the heap, but he never made a mistake 
in the value he set on the whole, which he symbolized as unity and worshipped 
as God. To this day, his attitude towards it has never changed, though science 
can no longer give to force a name. 

Man’s function as a force of nature was to assimilate other forces as he 
assimilated food. He called it the love of power. He felt his own feebleness, and 
he sought for an ass or a camel, a bow or a sling, to widen his range of power, as 
he sough fetish or a planet in the world beyond. He cared little to know its 
immediate use, but he could afford to throw nothing away which he could 
conceive to have possible value in this or any other existence. He waited for the 
object to teach him its use, or want of use, and the process was slow. He may 
have gone on for hundreds of thousands of years, waiting for Nature to tell him 
her secrets; and, to his rivals among the monkeys, Nature has taught no more 
than at their start; but certain lines of force were capable of acting on individual 
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fetish: (n) fetich, charm, fixation, juju, 
idol, amulet, God, fetishism, 
talisman, voodoo, fad. ANTONYMS: 
(n) repugnance, distaste, dislike, 
aversion. 

heap: (n, v) pile, aggregate, amass; (n) 
collection, accumulation, mound, 
mass, group, lot; (v) bank, collect. 
ANTONYM: (v) tidy. 

selecting: (n) picking, option; (v) 
choose; (adj) selective, electoral, 
elective, eclectic. 

sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 
(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity. 

sough: (n, v) moan; (v) sigh, seed, 
inseminate; (n) moat, main, gully, 
sewer, cloaca, ditch, dike. 

supplying: (n) supply, issue, feeding, 
logistics, issuing, issuance, irrigation, 
alimentation, purveyance; (v) furnish, 

provide. 
susceptibility: (n) sensitivity, liability, 

impressibility, inclination, capability, 
sensibility, susceptibleness, 
receptivity, responsiveness, 
proclivity, tendency. ANTONYMS: 
(n) resistance, insensitivity. 

widen: (v) extend, stretch, broaden, 
enlarge, increase, spread, distend, 
develop, dilate, amplify, flare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) contract, cramp, 
restrict, shrink, curtail, decrease. 
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apes, and mechanically selecting types of race or sources of variation. The 
individual that responded or reacted to lines of new force then was possibly the 
same individual that reacts on it now, and his conception of the unity seems 
never to have changed in spite of the increasing diversity of forces; but the 
theory of variation is an affair of other science than history, and matters nothing 
to dynamics. The individual or the race would be educated on the same lines of 
illusion, which, according to Arthur Balfour, had not essentially varied down to 
the year 1900.%

To the highest attractive energy, man gave the name of divine, and for its 
control he invented the science called Religion, a word which meant, and still 
means, cultivation of occult force whether in detail or mass. Unable to define 
Force as a unity, man symbolized it and pursued it, both in himself, and in the 
infinite, as philosophy and theology; the mind is itself the subtlest of all known 
forces, and its self-introspection necessarily created a science which had the 
singular value of lifting his education, at the start, to the finest, subtlest, and 
broadest training both in analysis and synthesis, so that, if language is a test, he 
must have reached his highest powers early in his history; while the mere motive 
remained as simple an appetite for power as the tribal greed which led him to 
trap an elephant. Hunger, whether for food or for the infinite, sets in motion 
multiplicity and infinity of thought, and the sure hope of gaining a share of 
infinite power in eternal life would lift most minds to effort. 

He had reached this completeness five thousand years ago, and added 
nothing to his stock of known forces for a very long time. The mass of nature 
exercised on him so feeble an attraction that one can scarcely account for his 
apparent motion. Only a historian of very exceptional knowledge would venture 
to say at what date between 3000 B.C. and 1000 A.D., the momentum of Europe 
was greatest; but such progress as the world made consisted in economies of 
energy rather than in its development; it was proved in mathematics, measured 
by names like Archimedes, Aristarchus, Ptolemy, and Euclid; or in Civil Law, 
measured by a number of names which Adams had begun life by failing to learn; 
or in coinage, which was most beautiful near its beginning, and most barbarous 
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apes: (n) Anthropoidea, suborder 
Anthropoidea. 

appetite: (n, v) desire; (n) appetence, 
appetency, relish, inclination, 
stomach, taste, thirst, passion, liking, 
gusto. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
repulsion, revulsion, apathy, distaste.

cultivation: (n) civilization, farming, 
culture, refinement, development, 
growth, education, husbandry, 
breeding, gentility, tilth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ignorance,  

unsophistication, deprivation, 
uncouthness. 

diversity: (n) dissimilarity, disparity, 
variation, difference, divergence, 
assortment, distinction, contrast, 
inequality, mixed bag, unevenness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) likeness, 
homogeneity, sameness, similarity. 

dynamics: (n) kinetics, ballistics, 
dynamism, movement, mechanics, 
motion, dynamic psychology; (v) 
statics. 

elephant: (adj) behemoth, cachalot, 
hippopotamus; (n) camel, 
dromedary, elephant bean, giant, 
proboscidian, emblem, proboscidean; 
(adj, n) whale. 

exercised: (adj) applied, distressed, 
proficient, veteran. 

gaining: (n) acceptance, acquisition, 
attainment, capture; (adj) ahead, 
fortunate. ANTONYM: (n) loss. 

tribal: (adj) ethnic, ancestral, cultural, 
tribular, national. 
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at its close; or it was shown in roads, or the size of ships, or harbors; or by the use 
of metals, instruments, and writing; all of them economies of force, sometimes 
more forceful than the forces they helped; but the roads were still travelled by 
the horse, the ass, the camel, or the slave; the ships were still propelled by sails or 
oars; the lever, the spring, and the screw bounded the region of applied 
mechanics. Even the metals were old.%

Much the same thing could be said of religious or supernatural forces. Down 
to the year 300 of the Christian era they were little changed, and in spite of Plato 
and the sceptics were more apparently chaotic than ever. The experience of three 
thousand years had educated society to feel the vastness of Nature, and the 
infinity of her resources of power, but even this increase of attraction had not yet 
caused economies in its methods of pursuit. 

There the Western world stood till the year A.D. 305, when the Emperor 
Diocletian abdicated; and there it was that Adams broke down on the steps of 
Ara Coeli, his path blocked by the scandalous failure of civilization at the 
moment it had achieved complete success. In the year 305 the empire had solved 
the problems of Europe more completely than they have ever been solved since. 
The Pax Romana, the Civil Law, and Free Trade should, in four hundred years, 
have put Europe far in advance of the point reached by modern society in the 
four hundred years since 1500, when conditions were less simple. 

The efforts to explain, or explain away, this scandal had been incessant, but 
none suited Adams unless it were the economic theory of adverse exchanges and 
exhaustion of minerals; but nations are not ruined beyond a certain point by 
adverse exchanges, and Rome had by no means exhausted her resources. On the 
contrary, the empire developed resources and energies quite astounding. No 
other four hundred years of history before A.D. 1800 knew anything like it; and 
although some of these developments, like the Civil Law, the roads, aqueducts, 
and harbors, were rather economies than force, yet in northwestern Europe 
alone the empire had developed three energies—France, England, and 
Germany—competent to master the world. The trouble seemed rather to be that 
the empire developed too much energy, and too fast. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, 
circumscribed, constrained. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, 
unconfined, unlimited, free. 

exchanges: (n) communications, 
relations, interactions. 

forceful: (adj) strenuous, emphatic, 
dynamic, effective, pithy, cogent, 
active, energetic, strong, insistent, 
violent. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

unconvincing, mild, lightweight, 
feeble, retiring, lethargic, lackluster, 
forceless, calm, gentle, timid. 

northwestern: (adj) northwesterly, 
western, westerner, north. 

ruined: (adj, v) lost; (adj) dilapidated, 
desolate, broke, broken, bankrupt, 
finished, devastated, desolated, 
insolvent, spoiled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
solvent, pure, rich, whole. 

screw: (adj, n) bolt; (adj, v) nail, pin; (v) 
cheat, fasten, wind; (n) propeller,  

jailer, gaoler; (n, v) turn, bonk. 
ANTONYM: (v) detach. 

slave: (n) servant, bondman, thrall, 
bondsman, bondwoman, captive, 
vassal; (n, v) labor; (v) drudge, work; 
(adj, n) inferior. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free; (v) slack. 

vastness: (n) enormity, immensity, 
immenseness, enormousness, 
grandeur, size, hugeness, bigness, 
extent, magnificence, grandness. 
ANTONYM: (n) closeness. 
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A dynamic law requires that two masses—nature and man—must go on, 
reacting upon each other, without stop, as the sun and a comet react on each 
other, and that any appearance of stoppage is illusive. The theory seems to exact 
excess, rather than deficiency, of action and reaction to account for the 
dissolution of the Roman Empire, which should, as a problem of mechanics, have 
been torn to pieces by acceleration. If the student means to try the experiment of 
framing a dynamic law, he must assign values to the forces of attraction that 
caused the trouble; and in this case he has them in plain evidence. With the 
relentless logic that stamped Roman thought, the empire, which had established 
unity on earth, could not help establishing unity in heaven. It was induced by its 
dynamic necessities to economize the gods.%

The Church has never ceased to protest against the charge that Christianity 
ruined the empire, and, with its usual force, has pointed out that its reforms 
alone saved the State. Any dynamic theory gladly admits it. All it asks is to find 
and follow the force that attracts. The Church points out this force in the Cross, 
and history needs only to follow it. The empire loudly asserted its motive. Good 
taste forbids saying that Constantine the Great speculated as audaciously as a 
modern stock-broker on values of which he knew at the utmost only the volume; 
or that he merged all uncertain forces into a single trust, which he enormously 
overcapitalized, and forced on the market; but this is the substance of what 
Constantine himself said in his Edict of Milan in the year 313, which admitted 
Christianity into the Trust of State Religions. Regarded as an Act of Congress, it 
runs: “We have resolved to grant to Christians as well as all others the liberty to 
practice the religion they prefer, in order that whatever exists of divinity or 
celestial power may help and favor us and all who are under our government.” 
The empire pursued power—not merely spiritual but physical—in the sense in 
which Constantine issued his army order the year before, at the battle of the 
Milvian Bridge: In hoc signo vinces! using the Cross as a train of artillery, which, 
to his mind, it was. Society accepted it in the same character. Eighty years 
afterwards, Theodosius marched against his rival Eugene with the Cross for 
physical champion; and Eugene raised the image of Hercules to fight for the 
pagans; while society on both sides looked on, as though it were a boxing-match, 
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audaciously: (adv) daringly, 
impudently, boldly, brazenly, 
bravely, courageously, insolently, 
pluckily, fearlessly, valiantly, rashly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cautiously, 
discreetly, carefully, fearfully, 
timidly. 

divinity: (n) God, theology, 
divineness, immortal, godship, 
godhead, spirit, demiurge, 
apologetics, demigod; (adj, n) the 
Deity. ANTONYM: (n) devil. 

economize: (v) economise, save, 
preserve, skimp, husband, retrench, 
cut back, stint, economizing, save up, 
spare. ANTONYMS: (v) waste, 
spend, squander, expand. 

illusive: (adj) deceptive, false, 
delusive, imaginary, fallacious, 
unreal, seeming, ostensible, apparent, 
fanciful, fantastic. 

issued: (adj) executed, done. 
necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 

essential, wants, support,  

subsistence, requirement, bread. 
relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel, 

inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, 
merciless, grim, obdurate, persistent, 
unrelenting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gentle, lenient, merciful, finite, soft, 
sporadic, feeble. 

stoppage: (n, v) arrest, stop, closure, 
hindrance; (n) obstruction, 
interruption, block, standstill, check, 
prevention, pause. ANTONYMS: (n) 
continuation, start, help. 
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to decide a final test of force between the divine powers. The Church was 
powerless to raise the ideal. What is now known as religion affected the mind of 
old society but little. The laity, the people, the million, almost to a man, bet on 
the gods as they bet on a horse.%

No doubt the Church did all it could to purify the process, but society was 
almost wholly pagan in its point of view, and was drawn to the Cross because, in 
its system of physics, the Cross had absorbed all the old occult or fetish-power. 
The symbol represented the sum of nature - the Energy of modern science - and 
society believed it to be as real as X-rays; perhaps it was! The emperors used it 
like gunpowder in politics; the physicians used it like rays in medicine; the dying 
clung to it as the quintessence of force, to protect them from the forces of evil on 
their road to the next life. 

Throughout these four centuries the empire knew that religion disturbed 
economy, for even the cost of heathen incense affected the exchanges; but no one 
could afford to buy or construct a costly and complicated machine when he 
could hire an occult force at trifling expense. Fetish-power was cheap and 
satisfactory, down to a certain point. Turgot and Auguste Comte long ago fixed 
this stage of economy as a necessary phase of social education, and historians 
seem now to accept it as the only gain yet made towards scientific history. Great 
numbers of educated people—perhaps a majority—cling to the method still, and 
practice it more or less strictly; but, until quite recently, no other was known. The 
only occult power at man’s disposal was fetish. Against it, no mechanical force 
could compete except within narrow limits. 

Outside of occult or fetish-power, the Roman world was incredibly poor. It 
knew but one productive energy resembling a modern machine—the slave. No 
artificial force of serious value was applied to production or transportation, and 
when society developed itself so rapidly in political and social lines, it had no 
other means of keeping its economy on the same level than to extend its slave-
system and its fetish-system to the utmost. 

The result might have been stated in a mathematical formula as early as the 
time of Archimedes, six hundred years before Rome fell. The economic needs of 
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gunpowder: (n) powder, guncotton, 
fine particles, face powder, dust, 
concentrate, ammunition, residue; (v) 
shot. 

incredibly: (adv) unbelievably, 
improbably, implausibly, greatly, 
dreadfully, fantastically; (adj, adv) 
astonishingly, amazingly, 
marvelously, surprisingly; (adj) 
emphatically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unremarkably, slightly, credibly, 
believably, sensibly, plausibly,  

conceivably, hardly. 
laity: (n) temporalty, congregation, 

layman, mass, multitude, masses, hoi 
polloi, assembly, brethren, flock, fold. 
ANTONYM: (n) clergy. 

pagan: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic, agnostic; 
(n) idolater, infidel, paynim, heretic; 
(adj) heathenish, irreligious, ethnical, 
profane. 

purify: (adj, v) clear, cleanse; (v) purge, 
disinfect, refine, distill, sanctify, 
clarify, depurate, lustrate, chasten.  

ANTONYMS: (v) pollute, dilute, soil, 
cloud, desecrate. 

resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) 
analogous, parallel, similar, 
conformable, approximate, 
semblative, other, probable; (prep) 
similar to, reminiscent of. 
ANTONYM: (prep) unlike. 

transportation: (n, v) conveyance, 
carriage; (n) deportation, banishment, 
exile, freight, shipping, transfer, 
transit, traffic, freightage. 
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a violently centralizing society forced the empire to enlarge its slave-system until 
the slave-system consumed itself and the empire too, leaving society no resource 
but further enlargement of its religious system in order to compensate for the 
losses and horrors of the failure. For a vicious circle, its mathematical 
completeness approached perfection. The dynamic law of attraction and reaction 
needed only a Newton to fix it in algebraic form.%

At last, in 410, Alaric sacked Rome, and the slave-ridden, agricultural, 
uncommercial Western Empire—the poorer and less Christianized half—went to 
pieces. Society, though terribly shocked by the horrors of Alaric’s storm, felt still 
more deeply the disappointment in its new power, the Cross, which had failed to 
protect its Church. The outcry against the Cross became so loud among 
Christians that its literary champion, Bishop Augustine of Hippo—a town 
between Algiers and Tunis—was led to write a famous treatise in defence of the 
Cross, familiar still to every scholar, in which he defended feebly the mechanical 
value of the symbol—arguing only that pagan symbols equally failed—but 
insisted on its spiritual value in the Civitas Dei which had taken the place of the 
Civitas Romae in human interest. “Granted that we have lost all we had! Have 
we lost faith? Have we lost piety? Have we lost the wealth of the inner man who 
is rich before God? These are the wealth of Christians!” The Civitas Dei, in its 
turn, became the sum of attraction for the Western world, though it also showed 
the same weakness in mechanics that had wrecked the Civitas Romae. St. 
Augustine and his people perished at Hippo towards 430, leaving society in 
appearance dull to new attraction. 

Yet the attraction remained constant. The delight of experimenting on occult 
force of every kind is such as to absorb all the free thought of the human race. 
The gods did their work; history has no quarrel with them; they led, educated, 
enlarged the mind; taught knowledge; betrayed ignorance; stimulated effort. So 
little is known about the mind—whether social, racial, sexual or heritable; 
whether material or spiritual; whether animal, vegetable or mineral—that history 
is inclined to avoid it altogether; but nothing forbids one to admit, for 
convenience, that it may assimilate food like the body, storing new force and 
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algebraic: (adj) statistical, 
mathematical, arithmetical, 
numerable, computable, calculable, 
analytic, geometric, numerical, 
arithmetic. 

consumed: (adj) exhausted, finished, 
used up, worn, depleted, obsessed, 
possessed, lost, tired, immersed, 
gone. 

heritable: (adj) genetic, ancestral, 
inheritable, transmissible, 
hereditable, patrimonial, Neer,  

innate, inbred, inborn, familial. 
horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 

spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens. 

outcry: (n, v) clamor, exclaim, call, 
shout, vociferation; (n) noise, 
exclamation, din, uproar, commotion, 
racket. ANTONYM: (n) acceptance. 

piety: (n) godliness, devoutness, faith, 
righteousness, holiness, reverence, 
religion, religiousness, piousness, 
sanctity, goodness. ANTONYMS: (n) 

sin, profanity, wickedness. 
stimulated: (adj) excited, ablaze, 

intoxicated, aroused, roused, 
motivated, affected, aflame, angry, 
angry waves, randy. 

storing: (n) warehousing, 
accumulation, congestion, 
deposition, harvest, repositing, 
stockpiling. 

treatise: (n) tract, thesis, essay, 
discourse, paper, article, monograph, 
piece, pamphlet, review, book. 
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growing, like a forest, with the storage. The brain has not yet revealed its 
mysterious mechanism of gray matter. Never has Nature offered it so violent a 
stimulant as when she opened to it the possibility of sharing infinite power in 
eternal life, and it might well need a thousand years of prolonged and intense 
experiment to prove the value of the motive. During these so-called Middle 
Ages, the Western mind reacted in many forms, on many sides, expressing its 
motives in modes, such as Romanesque and Gothic architecture, glass windows 
and mosaic walls, sculpture and poetry, war and love, which still affect some 
people as the noblest work of man, so that, even to-day, great masses of idle and 
ignorant tourists travel from far countries to look at Ravenna and San Marco, 
Palermo and Pisa, Assisi, Cordova, Chartres, with vague notions about the force 
that created them, but with a certain surprise that a social mind of such singular 
energy and unity should still lurk in their shadows.%

The tourist more rarely visits Constantinople or studies the architecture of 
Sancta Sofia, but when he does, he is distinctly conscious of forces not quite the 
same. Justinian has not the simplicity of Charlemagne. The Eastern Empire 
showed an activity and variety of forces that classical Europe had never 
possessed. The navy of Nicephoras Phocas in the tenth century would have 
annihilated in half an hour any navy that Carthage or Athens or Rome ever set 
afloat. The dynamic scheme began by asserting rather recklessly that between the 
Pyramids (B.C. 3000), and the Cross (A.D. 300), no new force affected Western 
progress, and antiquarians may easily dispute the fact; but in any case the motive 
influence, old or new, which raised both Pyramids and Cross was the same 
attraction of power in a future life that raised the dome of Sancta Sofia and the 
Cathedral at Amiens, however much it was altered, enlarged, or removed to 
distance in space. Therefore, no single event has more puzzled historians than 
the sudden, unexplained appearance of at least two new natural forces of the 
highest educational value in mechanics, for the first time within record of 
history. Literally, these two forces seemed to drop from the sky at the precise 
moment when the Cross on one side and the Crescent on the other, proclaimed 
the complete triumph of the Civitas Dei. Had the Manichean doctrine of Good 
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annihilated: (adj) exterminated, lost, 
uncreated, wiped out, annihilate; (v) 
perished. 

expressing: (adj) significant; (n) 
speech. 

gray: (adj) dull, dim, bleak, gloomy, 
pale, grizzled, hoary, leaden, old, 
overcast; (n) grizzle. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sunny, cheerful, clear, youthful. 

justinian: (n) Justinian the great. 
lurk: (v) ambuscade, skulk, prowl, 

waylay, lie in wait, conceal, lurch,  

loiter, creep, wait, sneak. 
mosaic: (n) tesserae, strigae, air photo 

mosaic, tessellation, medley; (adj) 
tessellated, heterogeneous, complex, 
variegated; (v) plaid, tesselated. 

prolonged: (adj) lengthy, chronic, 
extended, elongated, lengthened, 
continuous, continued, expanded, 
sustained; (adj, v) protracted, 
lingering. ANTONYMS: (adj) quick, 
short, temporary. 

tenth: (adj, n) tithe; (adj) denary,  

decimal, decuple, tenfold; (n) ten 
percent, tenth part, simple fraction, 
common fraction, disme. 

unexplained: (adj) illegible, 
inexplicable, unapprehended, 
uninvestigated, unheard of, 
unexplored, unfathomable, as Greek 
to one; (v) solved, undeveloped, 
untraced. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apparent, legible. 
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and Evil as rival deities been orthodox, it would alone have accounted for this 
simultaneous victory of hostile powers.%

Of the compass, as a step towards demonstration of the dynamic law, one 
may confidently say that it proved, better than any other force, the widening 
scope of the mind, since it widened immensely the range of contact between 
nature and thought. The compass educated. This must prove itself as needing no 
proof. 

Of Greek fire and gunpowder, the same thing cannot certainly be said, for 
they have the air of accidents due to the attraction of religious motives. They 
belong to the spiritual world; or to the doubtful ground of Magic which lay 
between Good and Evil. They were chemical forces, mostly explosives, which 
acted and still act as the most violent educators ever known to man, but they 
were justly feared as diabolic, and whatever insolence man may have risked 
towards the milder teachers of his infancy, he was an abject pupil towards 
explosives. The Sieur de Joinville left a record of the energy with which the 
relatively harmless Greek fire educated and enlarged the French mind in a single 
night in the year 1249, when the crusaders were trying to advance on Cairo. The 
good king St. Louis and all his staff dropped on their knees at every fiery flame 
that flew by, praying—“God have pity on us!” and never had man more reason 
to call on his gods than they, for the battle of religion between Christian and 
Saracen was trifling compared with that of education between gunpowder and 
the Cross. 

The fiction that society educated itself, or aimed at a conscious purpose, was 
upset by the compass and gunpowder which dragged and drove Europe at will 
through frightful bogs of learning. At first, the apparent lag for want of volume 
in the new energies lasted one or two centuries, which closed the great epochs of 
emotion by the Gothic cathedrals and scholastic theology. The moment had 
Greek beauty and more than Greek unity, but it was brief; and for another 
century or two, Western society seemed to float in space without apparent 
motion. Yet the attractive mass of nature’s energy continued to attract, and 
education became more rapid than ever before. Society began to resist, but the 
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confidently: (adv) hopefully, surely, 
securely, assuredly, intrepidly, 
boldly, courageously, certainly, 
sanguinely, bravely, definitely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) powerlessly, 
weakly, hesitantly, anxiously, 
uncertainly, timidly, despairingly, 
tentatively, pessimistically, 
irresolutely, awkwardly. 

diabolic: (adj) devilish, demonic, 
fiendish, hellish, infernal, wicked, 
unholy, diabolical, demoniacal; (adj,  

v) satanic, mephistophelian. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) saintly, kind, 
angelic, heavenly. 

fiery: (adj, n) burning, passionate, 
glowing; (adj) fervent, ablaze, hot, 
fervid, impassioned, peppery; (adj, v) 
fierce, violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, passionless, dispassionate, 
indifferent, placid, gentle, cool; (adv) 
easygoing. 

float: (v) drift, swim, waft, hover, ride, 
fly; (n, v) buoy, blow; (n) raft, floater, 

bobber. ANTONYM: (v) reject. 
frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 

formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair. 

widening: (n) growth, extension, 
amplification, change of shape, 
dilation, increment, output, outturn, 
turnout; (adj) cultural, increasing. 
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individual showed greater and greater insistence, without realizing what he was 
doing. When the Crescent drove the Cross in ignominy from Constantinople in 
1453, Gutenberg and Fust were printing their first Bible at Mainz under the 
impression that they were helping the Cross. When Columbus discovered the 
West Indies in 1492, the Church looked on it as a victory of the Cross. When 
Luther and Calvin upset Europe half a century later, they were trying, like St. 
Augustine, to substitute the Civitas Dei for the Civitas Romae. When the 
Puritans set out for New England in 1620, they too were looking to found a 
Civitas Dei in State Street; and when Bunyan made his Pilgrimage in 1678, he 
repeated St. Jerome. Even when, after centuries of license, the Church reformed 
its discipline, and, to prove it, burned Giordano Bruno in 1600, besides 
condemning Galileo in 1630—as science goes on repeating to us every day—it 
condemned anarchists, not atheists. None of the astronomers were irreligious 
men; all of them made a point of magnifying God through his works; a form of 
science which did their religion no credit. Neither Galileo nor Kepler, neither 
Spinoza nor Descartes, neither Leibnitz nor Newton, any more than Constantine 
the Great—if so much—doubted Unity. The utmost range of their heresies 
reached only its personality.%

This persistence of thought-inertia is the leading idea of modern history. 
Except as reflected in himself, man has no reason for assuming unity in the 
universe, or an ultimate substance, or a prime-motor. The a priori insistence on 
this unity ended by fatiguing the more active—or reactive—minds; and Lord 
Bacon tried to stop it. He urged society to lay aside the idea of evolving the 
universe from a thought, and to try evolving thought from the universe. The 
mind should observe and register forces—take them apart and put them 
together—without assuming unity at all. “Nature, to be commanded, must be 
obeyed.” “The imagination must be given not wings but weights.” As Galileo 
reversed the action of earth and sun, Bacon reversed the relation of thought to 
force. The mind was thenceforth to follow the movement of matter, and unity 
must be left to shift for itself. 
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fatiguing: (adj) arduous, tiresome, 
tedious, hard, laborious, wearisome, 
wearing, strenuous, exhausting, 
trying, onerous. 

helping: (n) portion, share, plateful, 
serving, part, quota, drumstick; (adj) 
auxiliary, assistant, aiding, assisting. 

ignominy: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
shame, reproach, contempt, 
disrepute, degradation, discredit, 
scandal; (adj, n) odium; (adj) 
opprobrium. ANTONYMS: (n)  

success, glorification, pride. 
insistence: (n) stubbornness, 

adherence, pressure, steadfastness, 
press, insistency, urgency, insisting, 
instancy, persistence, imperativeness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) flexibility, 
weakness. 

irreligious: (adj) blasphemous, 
heathen, wicked, profane, ungodly, 
godless, irreverent, unholy, 
unreligious, unbelieving, pagan. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, religious,  

spiritual, devout, reverent. 
magnifying: (adj) cumulative. 
persistence: (n) continuity, endurance, 

constancy, stubbornness, durability, 
doggedness, continuation, 
continuance, patience, perseveration, 
tenacity. ANTONYMS: (n) laziness, 
indifference, flexibility, impatience, 
feebleness. 

realizing: (n) thought. 
reformed: (adj) improved, corrected, 

unorthodox, altered. 
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The revolution in attitude seemed voluntary, but in fact was as mechanical as 
the fall of a feather. Man created nothing. After 1500, the speed of progress so 
rapidly surpassed man’s gait as to alarm every one, as though it were the 
acceleration of a falling body which the dynamic theory takes it to be. Lord 
Bacon was as much astonished by it as the Church was, and with reason. 
Suddenly society felt itself dragged into situations altogether new and anarchic—
situations which it could not affect, but which painfully affected it. Instinct 
taught it that the universe in its thought must be in danger when its reflection 
lost itself in space. The danger was all the greater because men of science covered 
it with “larger synthesis,” and poets called the undevout astronomer mad. 
Society knew better. Yet the telescope held it rigidly standing on its head; the 
microscope revealed a universe that defied the senses; gunpowder killed whole 
races that lagged behind; the compass coerced the most imbruted mariner to act 
on the impossible idea that the earth was round; the press drenched Europe with 
anarchism. Europe saw itself, violently resisting, wrenched into false positions, 
drawn along new lines as a fish that is caught on a hook; but unable to 
understand by what force it was controlled. The resistance was often bloody, 
sometimes humorous, always constant. Its contortions in the eighteenth century 
are best studied in the wit of Voltaire, but all history and all philosophy from 
Montaigne and Pascal to Schopenhauer and Nietzsche deal with nothing else; 
and still, throughout it all, the Baconian law held good; thought did not evolve 
nature, but nature evolved thought. Not one considerable man of science dared 
face the stream of thought; and the whole number of those who acted, like 
Franklin, as electric conductors of the new forces from nature to man, down to 
the year 1800, did not exceed a few score, confined to a few towns in western 
Europe. Asia refused to be touched by the stream, and America, except for 
Franklin, stood outside.%

Very slowly the accretion of these new forces, chemical and mechanical, grew 
in volume until they acquired sufficient mass to take the place of the old 
religious science, substituting their attraction for the attractions of the Civitas 
Dei, but the process remained the same. Nature, not mind, did the work that the 
sun does on the planets. Man depended more and more absolutely on forces 
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accretion: (n) accumulation, increase, 
augmentation, accession, deposition, 
addition, Accretion thinning, 
buildup, gain, raise, inheritance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) scattering, 
shrinkage, erosion, loss. 

coerced: (adj) bound. 
evolve: (v) derive, work out, educe, 

change, build, elaborate, grow, 
unfold, progress, originate, extricate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, block, halt, 
recede, retreat. 

evolved: (adj) derivative. 
exceed: (v) beat, pass, surpass, 

transcend, outdo, surmount, cap, 
outshine, overrun, top, outweigh. 
ANTONYMS: (v) follow, fail, trail, 
make. 

feather: (n) pen, feathering, pinion, 
nib, plumage, quill, kind, spline; (n, 
v) plume; (adj, n, v) fringe; (v) fledge. 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, carriage, 
movement, velocity. 

microscope: (n) micrometer, 
megascope, light microscope, 
electron microscope, magnifier. 

resisting: (adj) tough, tenacious, 
sequacious, stringy, tough as 
whitleather, resistant, recalcitrant, 
opposing, making resistance, loath; 
(v) resist. 

telescope: (n) scope, collimator, 
setting, tube, reach, range, pipe, 
perspicil, oscilloscope; (v) shrivel, 
reduce in size. ANTONYM: (v) grow. 
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other than his own, and on instruments which superseded his senses. Bacon 
foretold it: “Neither the naked hand nor the understanding, left to itself, can 
effect much. It is by instruments and helps that the work is done.” Once done, 
the mind resumed its illusion, and society forgot its impotence; but no one better 
than Bacon knew its tricks, and for his true followers science always meant self-
restraint, obedience, sensitiveness to impulse from without. “Non fingendum aut 
excogitandum sed inveniendum quid Natura faciat aut ferat.” 

The success of this method staggers belief, and even to-day can be treated by 
history only as a miracle of growth, like the sports of nature. Evidently a new 
variety of mind had appeared. Certain men merely held out their hands—like 
Newton, watched an apple; like Franklin, flew a kite; like Watt, played with a 
tea-kettle—and great forces of nature stuck to them as though she were playing 
ball. Governments did almost nothing but resist. Even gunpowder and 
ordnance, the great weapon of government, showed little development between 
1400 and 1800. Society was hostile or indifferent, as Priestley and Jenner, and 
even Fulton, with reason complained in the most advanced societies in the 
world, while its resistance became acute wherever the Church held control; until 
all mankind seemed to draw itself out in a long series of groups, dragged on by 
an attractive power in advance, which even the leaders obeyed without 
understanding, as the planets obeyed gravity, or the trees obeyed heat and 
light.%

The influx of new force was nearly spontaneous. The reaction of mind on the 
mass of nature seemed not greater than that of a comet on the sun; and had the 
spontaneous influx of force stopped in Europe, society must have stood still, or 
gone backward, as in Asia or Africa. Then only economies of process would have 
counted as new force, and society would have been better pleased; for the idea 
that new force must be in itself a good is only an animal or vegetable instinct. As 
Nature developed her hidden energies, they tended to become destructive. 
Thought itself became tortured, suffering reluctantly, impatiently, painfully, the 
coercion of new method. Easy thought had always been movement of inertia, 
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coercion: (n) force, compulsion, 
duress, pressure, restraint, threat, 
terrorism, extortion, enforcement, 
intimidation, violence. ANTONYMS: 
(n) wish, volition, liberty. 

destructive: (adj) deadly, hurtful, 
malign, injurious, fatal, mischievous, 
noxious, pernicious, harmful, evil, 
baleful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constructive, creative, productive, 
building, aiding, assisting, helpful, 
positive, preserving, benign. 

influx: (n) afflux, concourse, incursion, 
invasion, flow, introduction, 
affluence, inpouring, intrusion, 
irruption, arrival. ANTONYM: (n) 
departure. 

kite: (n) flash note, base coin, 
plaything, parachute, airplane, bird 
of prey, letter, former, slip, 
accommodation bill; (v) scram. 

ordnance: (n) artillery, cannon, 
armament, munitions, arsenal, 
weapons, heavy weapon, catapult,  

bricole, munition, ordinance. 
sports: (n) athletics; (adj) sporting. 
staggers: (v) fuss, rout, racket, bustle, 

hubbub, subsultus; (n) epilepsy. 
superseded: (adj) outmoded, archaic, 

extinct, obsolete, out of date, 
outdated. 

vegetable: (adj, n) vegetal; (n) plant, 
earthnut, fennel, pumpkin, rhubarb, 
gumbo, truffle, artichoke, cucumber, 
celery. ANTONYM: (adj) mineral. 
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and mostly mere sentiment; but even the processes of mathematics measured 
feebly the needs of force. 

The stupendous acceleration after 1800 ended in 1900 with the appearance of 
the new class of supersensual forces, before which the man of science stood at 
first as bewildered and helpless as, in the fourth century, a priest of Isis before 
the Cross of Christ.%

This, then, or something like this, would be a dynamic formula of history. 
Any schoolboy knows enough to object at once that it is the oldest and most 
universal of all theories. Church and State, theology and philosophy, have 
always preached it, differing only in the allotment of energy between nature and 
man. Whether the attractive energy has been called God or Nature, the 
mechanism has been always the same, and history is not obliged to decide 
whether the Ultimate tends to a purpose or not, or whether ultimate energy is 
one or many. Every one admits that the will is a free force, habitually decided by 
motives. No one denies that motives exist adequate to decide the will; even 
though it may not always be conscious of them. Science has proved that forces, 
sensible and occult, physical and metaphysical, simple and complex, surround, 
traverse, vibrate, rotate, repel, attract, without stop; that man’s senses are 
conscious of few, and only in a partial degree; but that, from the beginning of 
organic existence, his consciousness has been induced, expanded, trained in the 
lines of his sensitiveness; and that the rise of his faculties from a lower power to a 
higher, or from a narrower to a wider field, may be due to the function of 
assimilating and storing outside force or forces. There is nothing unscientific in 
the idea that, beyond the lines of force felt by the senses, the universe may be—as 
it has always been—either a supersensuous chaos or a divine unity, which 
irresistibly attracts, and is either life or death to penetrate. Thus far, religion, 
philosophy, and science seem to go hand in hand. The schools begin their vital 
battle only there. In the earlier stages of progress, the forces to be assimilated 
were simple and easy to absorb, but, as the mind of man enlarged its range, it 
enlarged the field of complexity, and must continue to do so, even into chaos, 
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bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken aback, 
addled, disoriented; (adj, v) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimpressed, 
clear, oriented, precise, 
understanding, alert. 

differing: (adj) divergent, opposite, 
disagreeing, different, diverse, 
heretical, dissonant, dissentaneous, 
discrepant; (adv) differingly; (n) 
divergence. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

similar, parallel. 
divine: (adj) sacred, wonderful, 

blessed, holy, exquisite; (n) 
clergyman; (v) guess, conjecture, 
augur, anticipate; (adj, n) almighty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imperfect, 
profane, earthly, dreadful, physical, 
ugly, secular. 

repel: (v) nauseate, revolt, disgust, 
repulse, sicken, rebuff, decline, 
displease, drive back, reject, refuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) draw, charm,  

welcome, incline, yield, please, 
delight. 

rotate: (v) roll, reel, gyrate, alternate, 
wheel, spin, swing, orbit, pivot, turn, 
twirl. 

traverse: (v) travel, walk, crisscross, 
track, thwart, contradict, deny; (n, v) 
journey, range; (n) crossing, traversal. 

unscientific: (adj) irrational, invalid, 
approximate, arbitrary, 
unreasonable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
technical, logical, systematic. 
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until the reservoirs of sensuous or supersensuous energies are exhausted, or 
cease to affect him, or until he succumbs to their excess. 

For %past history, this way of grouping its sequences may answer for a chart 
of relations, although any serious student would need to invent another, to 
compare or correct its errors; but past history is only a value of relation to the 
future, and this value is wholly one of convenience, which can be tested only by 
experiment. Any law of movement must include, to make it a convenience, some 
mechanical formula of acceleration. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chart: (n, v) plan, map, sketch, plot, 
graph, design; (n) table, graphic, 
drawing, diagram; (v) draw. 

excess: (n) extravagance, dissipation, 
plethora, abundance, exaggeration, 
overindulgence, surfeit, 
overabundance, overplus; (adj) extra, 
unnecessary. ANTONYMS: (n) lack, 
restraint, moderation, shortfall, 
dearth, temperance, deficit, 
insufficiency, justice, scarcity, 
abstinence. 

grouping: (n) group, class, 
arrangement, association, collection, 
category, disposition, order, union, 
party, sort. 

mechanical: (adj, v) instinctive; (v) 
involuntary, blind; (adj) unthinking, 
automated, habitual, mechanic, 
perfunctory, routine, mechanized, 
industrial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nonmechanical, deliberate, 
thoughtful, unusual, enthralling, 
stilted. 

tested: (adj) experienced, valid, tried 
and true, qualified, veteran, proven, 
proved, hardened, genuine, faithful, 
dependable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
inexperienced. 

wholly: (adj, adv) totally, entirely, 
altogether, quite, exclusively, 
perfectly, solely; (adv, pref) all; (adv) 
fully, utterly, absolutely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) partially, 
inclusively, hardly, incompletely, 
slightly. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV  

 
A  LAW OF  ACC ELER ATION  ( 1904 )  

 
 

IMAGES are not arguments, rarely even lead to proof, but the mind craves 
them, and, of late more than ever, the keenest experimenters find twenty images 
better than one, especially if contradictory; since the human mind has already 
learned to deal in contradictions.%

The image needed here is that of a new centre, or preponderating mass, 
artificially introduced on earth in the midst of a system of attractive forces that 
previously made their own equilibrium, and constantly induced to accelerate its 
motion till it shall establish a new equilibrium. A dynamic theory would begin 
by assuming that all history, terrestrial or cosmic, mechanical or intellectual, 
would be reducible to this formula if we knew the facts. 

For convenience, the most familiar image should come first; and this is 
probably that of the comet, or meteoric streams, like the Leonids and Perseids; a 
complex of minute mechanical agencies, reacting within and without, and 
guided by the sum of forces attracting or deflecting it. Nothing forbids one to 
assume that the man-meteorite might grow, as an acorn does, absorbing light, 
heat, electricity—or thought; for, in recent times, such transference of energy has 
become a familiar idea; but the simplest figure, at first, is that of a perfect 
comet—say that of 1843—which drops from space, in a straight line, at the 
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accelerate: (v) advance, hurry, speed, 
rush, speed up, dispatch, forward, 
expedite, further; (adj, v) vivify; (n, v) 
put on. ANTONYMS: (v) decelerate, 
impede, delay, retard, postpone, 
defer, brake, hinder, improve. 

acorn: (n) acorn-shell, acorn squash, 
truck. 

artificially: (adv) synthetically, 
factitiously, affectedly, contrivedly, 
insincerely, unreally, feignedly, 
falsely, fictitiously, artfully,  

counterfeitly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
naturally. 

cosmic: (adj) infinite, limitless, global, 
huge, worldwide, immense, 
enormous, cosmical, measureless, 
immeasurable, vast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) limited, bounded, finite, tiny, 
small. 

preponderating: (adj) preponderant, 
overriding, predominate, 
predominant, paramount, 
overbalancing, prevailing,  

outweighing, dominant. 
terrestrial: (adj) earthly, mundane, 

worldly, terrene, sublunary, 
sublunar, telluric, planetary, 
tellurian, land, global. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) otherworldly, amphibious, 
cosmic, heavenly, spiritual. 

transference: (n) conveyance, 
transport, transportation, delivery, 
transmission, secularization, 
delegation, conveying, conveyancing, 
quitclaim, devolution. 
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regular acceleration of speed, directly into the sun, and after wheeling sharply 
about it, in heat that ought to dissipate any known substance, turns back 
unharmed, in defiance of law, by the path on which it came. The mind, by 
analogy, may figure as such a comet, the better because it also defies law.%

Motion is the ultimate object of science, and measures of motion are many; 
but with thought as with matter, the true measure is mass in its astronomic 
sense—the sum or difference of attractive forces. Science has quite enough 
trouble in measuring its material motions without volunteering help to the 
historian, but the historian needs not much help to measure some kinds of social 
movement; and especially in the nineteenth century, society by common accord 
agreed in measuring its progress by the coal-output. The ratio of increase in the 
volume of coal-power may serve as dynamometer. 

The coal-output of the world, speaking roughly, doubled every ten years 
between 1840 and 1900, in the form of utilized power, for the ton of coal yielded 
three or four times as much power in 1900 as in 1840. Rapid as this rate of 
acceleration in volume seems, it may be tested in a thousand ways without 
greatly reducing it. Perhaps the ocean steamer is nearest unity and easiest to 
measure, for any one might hire, in 1905, for a small sum of money, the use of 
30,000 steam-horse-power to cross the ocean, and by halving this figure every ten 
years, he got back to 234 horse-power for 1835, which was accuracy enough for 
his purposes. In truth, his chief trouble came not from the ratio in volume of 
heat, but from the intensity, since he could get no basis for a ratio there. All ages 
of history have known high intensities, like the iron-furnace, the burning-glass, 
the blow-pipe; but no society has ever used high intensities on any large scale till 
now, nor can a mere bystander decide what range of temperature is now in 
common use. Loosely guessing that science controls habitually the whole range 
from absolute zero to 3000 degrees Centigrade, one might assume, for 
convenience, that the ten-year ratio for volume could be used temporarily for 
intensity; and still there remained a ratio to be guessed for other forces than heat. 
Since 1800 scores of new forces had been discovered; old forces had been raised 
to higher powers, as could be measured in the navy-gun; great regions of 
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astronomic: (adj) enormous, largest, 
large, galactic, biggest, bigger, big. 

defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, intractableness, 
mutiny, contradiction. ANTONYMS: 
(n) acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement. 

degrees: (n) degree, temperature,  

compass rose, cardinal points. 
dissipate: (adj, v) waste; (v) disperse, 

squander, disappear, diffuse, 
consume, scatter, disseminate, break, 
evaporate, spend. ANTONYMS: (v) 
save, conserve, appear, collect, hoard, 
absorb, gather. 

dynamometer: (v) viameter, telemeter, 
galvanometer, bathometer, 
variometer, vacuometer, 
thermometer, spirometer, rheometer, 
respirometer; (n) dynameter. 

unharmed: (adj) intact, safe, 
unscathed, uninjured, whole, unhurt, 
untouched, safe and sound, sound, 
secure; (adj, adv) in one piece. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
broken, marred. 

utilized: (adj) occupied, applied. 
volunteering: (adj) volunteer. 
wheeling: (adj) rotating, revolving, 

moving; (n) rolling, city, metropolis, 
peal, propulsion, roll, transmission 
service, urban center. 
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chemistry had been opened up, and connected with other regions of physics. 
Within ten years a new universe of force had been revealed in radiation. 
Complexity had extended itself on immense horizons, and arithmetical ratios 
were useless for any attempt at accuracy. The force evolved seemed more like 
explosion than gravitation, and followed closely the curve of steam; but, at all 
events, the ten-year ratio seemed carefully conservative. Unless the calculator 
was prepared to be instantly overwhelmed by physical force and mental 
complexity, he must stop there.%

Thus, taking the year 1900 as the starting point for carrying back the series, 
nothing was easier than to assume a ten-year period of retardation as far back as 
1820, but beyond that point the statistician failed, and only the mathematician 
could help. Laplace would have found it child’s-play to fix a ratio of progression 
in mathematical science between Descartes, Leibnitz, Newton, and himself. Watt 
could have given in pounds the increase of power between Newcomen’s engines 
and his own. Volta and Benjamin Franklin would have stated their progress as 
absolute creation of power. Dalton could have measured minutely his advance 
on Boerhaave. Napoleon I must have had a distinct notion of his own numerical 
relation to Louis XIV. No one in 1789 doubted the progress of force, least of all 
those who were to lose their heads by it. 

Pending agreement between these authorities, theory may assume what it 
likes—say a fifty, or even a five-and-twenty-year period of reduplication for the 
eighteenth century, for the period matters little until the acceleration itself is 
admitted. The subject is even more amusing in the seventeenth than in the 
eighteenth century, because Galileo and Kepler, Descartes, Huygens, and Isaac 
Newton took vast pains to fix the laws of acceleration for moving bodies, while 
Lord Bacon and William Harvey were content with showing experimentally the 
fact of acceleration in knowledge; but from their combined results a historian 
might be tempted to maintain a similar rate of movement back to 1600, subject to 
correction from the historians of mathematics. 

The mathematicians might carry their calculations back as far as the 
fourteenth century when algebra seems to have become for the first time the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

calculator: (v) counter, arithmetician, 
mathematician; (n) computer, adding 
machine, abacus, reckoner, estimator, 
actuary, abacist, adder. 

laplace: (n) Pierre Simon de Laplace. 
minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 

closely, tinily, smally, insignificantly, 
infinitesimally, diminutively, nicely, 
exactly, microscopically. 

overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, 
overpowered, vanquished, 
dumbfounded, inundated, flooded,  

overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 
bewildered; (v) overborne. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed. 

pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, 
exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, 
attempt, strain. 

reduplication: (n) iteration, doubling, 
tautology, gemination, replica, 
repeating, reiteration, artifice, 
reproduction, biplicity; (v) repetition.

retardation: (n) retard, impediment, 
slowdown, retardment, lag, mental  

retardation, deceleration, resistance, 
holdup, imbecility; (v) postponement. 

statistician: (n) actuary, mathematical 
statistician, mathematician, surveyor, 
statesman, reckoner, politician, 
geometer, figurer, estimator, 
computer. 

volta: (n) Conte Alessandro Volta, 
Conte Alessandro Giuseppe Antonio 
Anastasio Volta. 

watt: (n) due west, James watt, 
tungsten. 
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standard measure of mechanical progress in western Europe; for not only 
Copernicus and Tycho Brahe, but even artists like Leonardo, Michael Angelo, 
and Albert Durer worked by mathematical processes, and their testimony would 
probably give results more exact than that of Montaigne or Shakespeare; but, to 
save trouble, one might tentatively carry back the same ratio of acceleration, or 
retardation, to the year 1400, with the help of Columbus and Gutenberg, so 
taking a uniform rate during the whole four centuries (1400-1800), and leaving to 
statisticians the task of correcting it.%

Or better, one might, for convenience, use the formula of squares to serve for 
a law of mind. Any other formula would do as well, either of chemical explosion, 
or electrolysis, or vegetable growth, or of expansion or contraction in 
innumerable forms; but this happens to be simple and convenient. Its force 
increases in the direct ratio of its squares. As the human meteoroid approached 
the sun or centre of attractive force, the attraction of one century squared itself to 
give the measure of attraction in the next. 

Behind the year 1400, the process certainly went on, but the progress became 
so slight as to be hardly measurable. What was gained in the east or elsewhere, 
cannot be known; but forces, called loosely Greek fire and gunpowder, came into 
use in the west in the thirteenth century, as well as instruments like the compass, 
the blow-pipe, clocks and spectacles, and materials like paper; Arabic notation 
and algebra were introduced, while metaphysics and theology acted as violent 
stimulants to mind. An architect might detect a sequence between the Church of 
St. Peter’s at Rome, the Amiens Cathedral, the Duomo at Pisa, San Marco at 
Venice, Sancta Sofia at Constantinople and the churches at Ravenna. All the 
historian dares affirm is that a sequence is manifestly there, and he has a right to 
carry back his ratio, to represent the fact, without assuming its numerical 
correctness. On the human mind as a moving body, the break in acceleration in 
the Middle Ages is only apparent; the attraction worked through shifting forms 
of force, as the sun works by light or heat, electricity, gravitation, or what not, on 
different organs with different sensibilities, but with invariable law. 
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clocks: (n) alfilaria, alfileria, storksbill, 
pin clover, redstem storksbill, pin 
grass, filaria, filaree. 

correcting: (n) amendment, correction, 
rectification, adjustment, 
compensation, reading. 

electrolysis: (n) lysis. 
manifestly: (adv) evidently, plainly, 

clearly, patently, obviously, openly, 
overtly, markedly, conspicuously, 
distinctly, transparently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) furtively,  

unnecessarily, vaguely, covertly. 
measurable: (adj) mensurable, 

computable, quantifiable, finite, 
gaugeable, perceptible, sensible, 
temperate, mathematical, calculable; 
(adj, v) fathomable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) immeasurable, undetectable, 
imperceptible. 

meteoroid: (n) meteor, heavenly body, 
celestial body, meteor swarm. 

notation: (n) annotation, note, 
recording, memo, memorandum,  

quotation, indication, commentary, 
designation, choreography, citation. 

spectacles: (n) glasses, specs, spectacle, 
eyeglass, goggles, lorgnette, monocle, 
bifocals, dark glasses, optical 
instrument, shades. 

tentatively: (adv) provisionally, 
diffidently, hesitantly, cautiously, 
uncertainly, indecisively, 
experimentally, undecidedly, timidly, 
trially, falteringly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) boldly, decisively. 
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The science of prehistoric man has no value except to prove that the law went 
back into indefinite antiquity. A stone arrowhead is as convincing as a steam-
engine. The values were as clear a hundred thousand years ago as now, and 
extended equally over the whole world. The motion at last became infinitely 
slight, but cannot be proved to have stopped. The motion of Newton’s comet at 
aphelion may be equally slight. To evolutionists may be left the processes of 
evolution; to historians the single interest is the law of reaction between force 
and force—between mind and nature—the law of progress.%

The great division of history into phases by Turgot and Comte first affirmed 
this law in its outlines by asserting the unity of progress, for a mere phase 
interrupts no growth, and nature shows innumerable such phases. The 
development of coal-power in the nineteenth century furnished the first means of 
assigning closer values to the elements; and the appearance of supersensual 
forces towards 1900 made this calculation a pressing necessity; since the next 
step became infinitely serious. 

A law of acceleration, definite and constant as any law of mechanics, cannot 
be supposed to relax its energy to suit the convenience of man. No one is likely 
to suggest a theory that man’s convenience had been consulted by Nature at any 
time, or that Nature has consulted the convenience of any of her creations, except 
perhaps the Terebratula. In every age man has bitterly and justly complained 
that Nature hurried and hustled him, for inertia almost invariably has ended in 
tragedy. Resistance is its law, and resistance to superior mass is futile and fatal. 

Fifty years ago, science took for granted that the rate of acceleration could not 
last. The world forgets quickly, but even today the habit remains of founding 
statistics on the faith that consumption will continue nearly stationary. Two 
generations, with John Stuart Mill, talked of this stationary period, which was to 
follow the explosion of new power. All the men who were elderly in the forties 
died in this faith, and other men grew old nursing the same conviction, and 
happy in it; while science, for fifty years, permitted, or encouraged, society to 
think that force would prove to be limited in supply. This mental inertia of 
science lasted through the eighties before showing signs of breaking up; and 
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arrowhead: (v) uncial writing, 
cuneiform character; (n) ogham, 
Sagittaria. 

bitterly: (adv) bitingly, sourly, fiercely, 
cruelly, caustically, harshly, 
poignantly, piercingly, cuttingly, 
rancorously, acrimoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) harmoniously, 
sweetly, warmly, gladly, agreeably, 
kindly, friendly. 

convincing: (adj) cogent, forceful, 
persuasive, compelling, believable,  

probable, impressive, likely, credible, 
valid, plausible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, unrealistic, unpersuasive, 
questionable, dubious, doubtful, 
unbelievable, disputable, inaccurate, 
hesitant, unreliable. 

eighties: (n) decennary, decade, 
decennium. 

founding: (n) establishment, 
foundation, creation, institution, 
beginning, casting, installation, foot, 
start, initiation, origination.  

ANTONYM: (n) demise. 
outlines: (n) elements, conspectus, 

prospectus, syllabus, alphabet, 
grammar, contents, rudiments, 
synopsis, textbook, ABC. 

relax: (adj, v) loose, debilitate, weaken; 
(v) abate, lounge, unbend, give, melt, 
remit, relieve; (adj, n, v) relent. 
ANTONYMS: (v) tense, compress, 
strain, stiffen, increase, fluster, bend, 
agitate, impose. 
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nothing short of radium fairly wakened men to the fact, long since evident, that 
force was inexhaustible. Even then the scientific authorities vehemently 
resisted.%

Nothing so revolutionary had happened since the year 300. Thought had 
more than once been upset, but never caught and whirled about in the vortex of 
infinite forces. Power leaped from every atom, and enough of it to supply the 
stellar universe showed itself running to waste at every pore of matter. Man 
could no longer hold it off. Forces grasped his wrists and flung him about as 
though he had hold of a live wire or a runaway automobile; which was very 
nearly the exact truth for the purposes of an elderly and timid single gentleman 
in Paris, who never drove down the Champs Elysees without expecting an 
accident, and commonly witnessing one; or found himself in the neighborhood 
of an official without calculating the chances of a bomb. So long as the rates of 
progress held good, these bombs would double in force and number every ten 
years. 

Impossibilities no longer stood in the way. One’s life had fattened on 
impossibilities. Before the boy was six years old, he had seen four impossibilities 
made actual—the ocean-steamer, the railway, the electric telegraph, and the 
Daguerreotype; nor could he ever learn which of the four had most hurried 
others to come. He had seen the coal-output of the United States grow from 
nothing to three hundred million tons or more. What was far more serious, he 
had seen the number of minds, engaged in pursuing force—the truest measure of 
its attraction—increase from a few scores or hundreds, in 1838, to many 
thousands in 1905, trained to sharpness never before reached, and armed with 
instruments amounting to new senses of indefinite power and accuracy, while 
they chased force into hiding-places where Nature herself had never known it to 
be, making analyses that contradicted being, and syntheses that endangered the 
elements. No one could say that the social mind now failed to respond to new 
force, even when the new force annoyed it horribly. Every day Nature violently 
revolted, causing so-called accidents with enormous destruction of property and 
life, while plainly laughing at man, who helplessly groaned and shrieked and 
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analyses: (v) analyse. 
bombs: (n) ammunition, bullets, 

missiles. 
calculating: (adj) scheming, sly, 

shrewd, crafty, calculative, wily, 
wary, discreet, devious; (n) 
calculation; (adj, v) wise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncalculating, 
unassuming, reckless, artless, rash, 
guileless, candid, unconscious. 

endangered: (n) tiger, white 
rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable,  

defenseless, at risk, in danger. 
expecting: (adj) pregnant, confident, 

with child, heavy, hopeful; (n) family 
way. 

inexhaustible: (adj) indefatigable, 
immeasurable, unfailing, infinite, 
boundless, illimitable, unlimited, 
incalculable, unexhaustible, 
unapproachable, unfathomable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) limited, 
unproductive. 

pore: (n) stoma, interstice, emunctory, 

gully hole; (v) speculate, meditate, 
contemplate, concentrate, centre, 
engulf, engross. 

sharpness: (n, v) keenness, edge; (n) 
severity, bitterness, asperity, acumen, 
poignancy, pungency, quickness, 
perspicacity; (adj, n) roughness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, haziness, 
softness, slowness, indistinctness, 
gentleness, evenness, courtesy, 
blandness, stupidity, kindness. 
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shuddered, but never for a single instant could stop. The railways alone 
approached the carnage of war; automobiles and fire-arms ravaged society, until 
an earthquake became almost a nervous relaxation. An immense volume of force 
had detached itself from the unknown universe of energy, while still vaster 
reservoirs, supposed to be infinite, steadily revealed themselves, attracting 
mankind with more compulsive course than all the Pontic Seas or Gods or Gold 
that ever existed, and feeling still less of retiring ebb.%

In 1850, science would have smiled at such a romance as this, but, in 1900, as 
far as history could learn, few men of science thought it a laughing matter. If a 
perplexed but laborious follower could venture to guess their drift, it seemed in 
their minds a toss-up between anarchy and order. Unless they should be more 
honest with themselves in the future than ever they were in the past, they would 
be more astonished than their followers when they reached the end. If Karl 
Pearson’s notions of the universe were sound, men like Galileo, Descartes, 
Leibnitz, and Newton should have stopped the progress of science before 1700, 
supposing them to have been honest in the religious convictions they expressed. 
In 1900 they were plainly forced back; on faith in a unity unproved and an order 
they had themselves disproved. They had reduced their universe to a series of 
relations to themselves. They had reduced themselves to motion in a universe of 
motions, with an acceleration, in their own case of vertiginous violence. With the 
correctness of their science, history had no right to meddle, since their science 
now lay in a plane where scarcely one or two hundred minds in the world could 
follow its mathematical processes; but bombs educate vigorously, and even 
wireless telegraphy or airships might require the reconstruction of society. If any 
analogy whatever existed between the human mind, on one side, and the laws of 
motion, on the other, the mind had already entered a field of attraction so violent 
that it must immediately pass beyond, into new equilibrium, like the Comet of 
Newton, to suffer dissipation altogether, like meteoroids in the earth’s 
atmosphere. If it behaved like an explosive, it must rapidly recover equilibrium; 
if it behaved like a vegetable, it must reach its limits of growth; and even if it 
acted like the earlier creations of energy—the saurians and sharks—it must have 
nearly reached the limits of its expansion. If science were to go on doubling or 
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carnage: (n, v) slaughter, havoc; (n) 
bloodshed, bloodbath, murder, 
massacre, holocaust, slaying, battue, 
killing, mass murder. 

compulsive: (adj) compulsory, 
neurotic, forced, obligatory, forcible, 
compelling, fascinating; (n) 
somebody, person, someone, soul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
independent, boring, dull. 

dissipation: (n) waste, dissolution, 
licentiousness, extravagance, excess, 

profligacy, consumption, 
decomposition, disintegration; (n, v) 
diffusion, dissemination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) appearance, 
growth, restraint, moderation, 
decency, uprightness. 

retiring: (adj) humble, diffident, 
bashful, reserved, unassuming, 
unobtrusive, timid, coy, shy, 
sheepish, meek. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, bold, outgoing, forward, 
incoming, arrogant, brash, sociable. 

telegraphy: (n) freemasonry, byplay, 
chirology, dumb show, 
telecommunication, setup, apparatus. 

toss-up: (n) sporting chance, wager, 
probability, possibility, luck, 
likelihood, chance, eventuality. 

wireless: (v) radiotelephone, wireless 
telephone; (n) radiotelegraph, 
radiocommunication, radio set, tuner, 
receiving set, radiotelegraphy, radio 
receiver, radiotelephony, 
broadcasting. 
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quadrupling its complexities every ten years, even mathematics would soon 
succumb. An average mind had succumbed already in 1850; it could no longer 
understand the problem in 1900.%

Fortunately, a student of history had no responsibility for the problem; he 
took it as science gave it, and waited only to be taught. With science or with 
society, he had no quarrel and claimed no share of authority. He had never been 
able to acquire knowledge, still less to impart it; and if he had, at times, felt 
serious differences with the American of the nineteenth century, he felt none 
with the American of the twentieth. For this new creation, born since 1900, a 
historian asked no longer to be teacher or even friend; he asked only to be a 
pupil, and promised to be docile, for once, even though trodden under foot; for 
he could see that the new American—the child of incalculable coal-power, 
chemical power, electric power, and radiating energy, as well as of new forces 
yet undetermined—must be a sort of God compared with any former creation of 
nature. At the rate of progress since 1800, every American who lived into the 
year 2000 would know how to control unlimited power. He would think in 
complexities unimaginable to an earlier mind. He would deal with problems 
altogether beyond the range of earlier society. To him the nineteenth century 
would stand on the same plane with the fourth—equally childlike—and he 
would only wonder how both of them, knowing so little, and so weak in force, 
should have done so much. Perhaps even he might go back, in 1964, to sit with 
Gibbon on the steps of Ara Coeli. 

Meanwhile he was getting education. With that, a teacher who had failed to 
educate even the generation of 1870, dared not interfere. The new forces would 
educate. History saw few lessons in the past that would be useful in the future; 
but one, at least, it did see. The attempt of the American of 1800 to educate the 
American of 1900 had not often been surpassed for folly; and since 1800 the 
forces and their complications had increased a thousand times or more. The 
attempt of the American of 1900 to educate the American of 2000, must be even 
blinder than that of the Congressman of 1800, except so far as he had learned his 
ignorance. During a million or two of years, every generation in turn had toiled 
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acquire: (v) achieve, gain, find, take, 
accept, attain, buy, collect, earn, 
receive; (n, v) contract. ANTONYMS: 
(v) sell, yield, surrender, relinquish, 
forfeit, give, scatter, remove. 

blinder: (n) blind, winker, screen, 
blinded, blinker. 

chemical: (n) bactericide, restrainer, 
ammunition, product, fumigant, 
bacteriacide, carbon tetrahalide, 
carrier; (adj) plastic, alkaline, 
alchemical. 

folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) 
irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: (n) 
sense. 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, confer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
withdraw. 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, boundless, 

inestimable, immense, infinite, 
myriad, numerous, invaluable, 
unpredictable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calculable, negligible, limited, 
worthless, tiny, slight, finite, few, 
definite, small, minor. 

interfere: (n, v) interpose; (v) 
intercede, obstruct, disturb, conflict, 
impede, hinder, meddle, intervene; 
(n) interference; (adj, v) intermeddle. 

quadrupling: (n) multiplication. 
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with endless agony to attain and apply power, all the while betraying the 
deepest alarm and horror at the power they created. The teacher of 1900, if 
foolhardy, might stimulate; if foolish, might resist; if intelligent, might balance, 
as wise and foolish have often tried to do from the beginning; but the forces 
would continue to educate, and the mind would continue to react. All the teacher 
could hope was to teach it reaction.%

Even there his difficulty was extreme. The most elementary books of science 
betrayed the inadequacy of old implements of thought. Chapter after chapter 
closed with phrases such as one never met in older literature: “The cause of this 
phenomenon is not understood”; “science no longer ventures to explain causes”; 
“the first step towards a causal explanation still remains to be taken”; “opinions 
are very much divided”; “in spite of the contradictions involved”; “science gets 
on only by adopting different theories, sometimes contradictory.” Evidently the 
new American would need to think in contradictions, and instead of Kant’s 
famous four antinomies, the new universe would know no law that could not be 
proved by its anti-law. 

To educate—one’s self to begin with—had been the effort of one’s life for 
sixty years; and the difficulties of education had gone on doubling with the coal-
output, until the prospect of waiting another ten years, in order to face a seventh 
doubling of complexities, allured one’s imagination but slightly. The law of 
acceleration was definite, and did not require ten years more study except to 
show whether it held good. No scheme could be suggested to the new American, 
and no fault needed to be found, or complaint made; but the next great influx of 
new forces seemed near at hand, and its style of education promised to be 
violently coercive. The movement from unity into multiplicity, between 1200 and 
1900, was unbroken in sequence, and rapid in acceleration. Prolonged one 
generation longer, it would require a new social mind. As though thought were 
common salt in indefinite solution it must enter a new phase subject to new laws. 
Thus far, since five or ten thousand years, the mind had successfully reacted, and 
nothing yet proved that it would fail to react—but it would need to jump. 
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agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content. 

causal: (adj) original, causing, 
fundamental; (adv) accordingly. 

coercive: (adj) compelling, 
compulsory, compulsive, forcible, 
mandatory, coercitive, violent, 
powerful, obligatory, domineering, 
coactive. 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outermost. 

foolhardy: (adj) rash, audacious, 
reckless, bold, unwise, 
presumptuous, hasty, desperate, 
brash, madcap; (adj, n) adventurous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wary, cautious, 
careful, cowardly, sensible, slow. 

gets: (n) getting. 
implements: (n) equipment,  

apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, 
outfit, hardware, trappings. 

inadequacy: (n) imperfection, defect, 
inability, failure, shortage, 
incompetence, fault, deficit, 
inadequate, dearth, disproportion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) adequacy, 
sufficiency, efficiency, abundance, 
virtue, superiority, perfection, 
fruitfulness, competence, capability. 

seventh: (n) common fraction, 
interval. 
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CHAPTER  % XXXV  

 
NUNC  AGE  ( 1905 )  

 
 

NEARLY forty years had passed since the ex-private secretary landed at New 
York with the ex-Ministers Adams and Motley, when they saw American society 
as a long caravan stretching out towards the plains. As he came up the bay again, 
November 5, 1904, an older man than either his father or Motley in 1868, he 
found the approach more striking than ever—wonderful—unlike anything man 
had ever seen—and like nothing he had ever much cared to see. The outline of 
the city became frantic in its effort to explain something that defied meaning. 
Power seemed to have outgrown its servitude and to have asserted its freedom. 
The cylinder had exploded, and thrown great masses of stone and steam against 
the sky. The city had the air and movement of hysteria, and the citizens were 
crying, in every accent of anger and alarm, that the new forces must at any cost 
be brought under control. Prosperity never before imagined, power never yet 
wielded by man, speed never reached by anything but a meteor, had made the 
world irritable, nervous, querulous, unreasonable and afraid. All New York was 
demanding new men, and all the new forces, condensed into corporations, were 
demanding a new type of man—a man with ten times the endurance, energy, 
will and mind of the old type—for whom they were ready to pay millions at 
sight. As one jolted over the pavements or read the last week’s newspapers, the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cylinder: (n) barrel, roll, pipe, tube, 
roller, column, spool, container, 
bottle, cask; (adj) cylindroid. 

exploded: (adj) antebellum, 
antediluvian, blown over, expired, 
unconnected, elapsed, that has been, 
run out, no more, never to return; (v) 
at a discount. 

frantic: (adj) desperate, crazy, excited, 
distraught, frenetic, distracted; (adj, 
v) frenzied, furious, wild, raging; (n) 
maniac. ANTONYMS: (adj) mellow,  

composed. 
jolted: (adj) agitated. 
meteor: (n) shooting star, aerolite, 

fireball, falling star, bolide, meteorite, 
meteoroid, effluvium, emanation, 
evaporation, exhalation. 

querulous: (adj) petulant, irritable, 
fretful, discontented, tetchy, 
complaining, fractious, touchy, cross, 
grumpy, grouchy. 

servitude: (n) bondage, serfdom, 
enslavement, captivity, slavery, yoke, 

vassalage, thrall, easement, serfhood, 
dependency. ANTONYM: (n) 
freedom. 

unreasonable: (adj) immoderate, 
undue, absurd, extravagant, 
excessive, preposterous, exorbitant, 
illogical, inordinate, irrational, 
ridiculous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
logical, practical, sensible, affordable, 
economical, justified, realistic, fair, 
obliging, just, rational. 
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new man seemed close at hand, for the old one had plainly reached the end of his 
strength, and his failure had become catastrophic. Every one saw it, and every 
municipal election shrieked chaos. A traveller in the highways of history looked 
out of the club window on the turmoil of Fifth Avenue, and felt himself in Rome, 
under Diocletian, witnessing the anarchy, conscious of the compulsion, eager for 
the solution, but unable to conceive whence the next impulse was to come or 
how it was to act. The two-thousand-years failure of Christianity roared upward 
from Broadway, and no Constantine the Great was in sight.%

Having nothing else to do, the traveller went on to Washington to wait the 
end. There Roosevelt was training Constantines and battling Trusts. With the 
Battle of Trusts, a student of mechanics felt entire sympathy, not merely as a 
matter of politics or society, but also as a measure of motion. The Trusts and 
Corporations stood for the larger part of the new power that had been created 
since 1840, and were obnoxious because of their vigorous and unscrupulous 
energy. They were revolutionary, troubling all the old conventions and values, 
as the screws of ocean steamers must trouble a school of herring. They tore 
society to pieces and trampled it under foot. As one of their earliest victims, a 
citizen of Quincy, born in 1838, had learned submission and silence, for he knew 
that, under the laws of mechanics, any change, within the range of the forces, 
must make his situation only worse; but he was beyond measure curious to see 
whether the conflict of forces would produce the new man, since no other 
energies seemed left on earth to breed. The new man could be only a child born 
of contact between the new and the old energies. 

Both had been familiar since childhood, as the story has shown, and neither 
had warped the umpire’s judgment by its favors. If ever judge had reason to be 
impartial, it was he. The sole object of his interest and sympathy was the new 
man, and the longer one watched, the less could be seen of him. Of the forces 
behind the Trusts, one could see something; they owned a complete 
organization, with schools, training, wealth and purpose; but of the forces behind 
Roosevelt one knew little; their cohesion was slight; their training irregular; their 
objects vague. The public had no idea what practical system it could aim at, or 
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battling: (adj) belligerent, opposed, 
rival. 

catastrophic: (adj) calamitous, fatal, 
harmful, ruinous, tragical, fateful, 
heartrending, tragic, blasting, costly, 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, fortunate. 

herring: (n) brisling, bloater, White-
salted herring , shad, clupeid fish, 
Atlantic herring, anchovies, food fish, 
Isospondyli, order Isospondyli, 
Picton herring. 

trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down.

troubling: (adj) worrying, disquieting, 
distressing, distressful, disconcerting, 
alarming, perturbing, bad, annoying, 
sad, worrisome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
reassuring. 

unscrupulous: (adj) dishonest, 
unprincipled, unethical, immoral, 
dishonorable, crooked, unfair, 
unconscionable, sharp, 
unconscientious, sly. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) scrupulous, principled, ethical, 
honest, moral. 

upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
descending, downward; (adv) down. 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it. 
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what sort of men could manage it. The single problem before it was not so much 
to control the Trusts as to create the society that could manage the Trusts. The 
new American must be either the child of the new forces or a chance sport of 
nature. The attraction of mechanical power had already wrenched the American 
mind into a crab-like process which Roosevelt was making heroic efforts to 
restore to even action, and he had every right to active support and sympathy 
from all the world, especially from the Trusts themselves so far as they were 
human; but the doubt persisted whether the force that educated was really man 
or nature—mind or motion. The mechanical theory, mostly accepted by science, 
seemed to require that the law of mass should rule. In that case, progress would 
continue as before.%

In that, or any other case, a nineteenth-century education was as useless or 
misleading as an eighteenth-century education had been to the child of 1838; but 
Adams had a better reason for holding his tongue. For his dynamic theory of 
history he cared no more than for the kinetic theory of gas; but, if it were an 
approach to measurement of motion, it would verify or disprove itself within 
thirty years. At the calculated acceleration, the head of the meteor-stream must 
very soon pass perihelion. Therefore, dispute was idle, discussion was futile, and 
silence, next to good-temper, was the mark of sense. If the acceleration, measured 
by the development and economy of forces, were to continue at its rate since 
1800, the mathematician of 1950 should be able to plot the past and future orbit 
of the human race as accurately as that of the November meteoroids. 

Naturally such an attitude annoyed the players in the game, as the attitude of 
the umpire is apt to infuriate the spectators. Above all, it was profoundly 
unmoral, and tended to discourage effort. On the other hand, it tended to 
encourage foresight and to economize waste of mind. If it was not itself 
education, it pointed out the economies necessary for the education of the new 
American. There, the duty stopped. 

There, too, life stopped. Nature has educated herself to a singular sympathy 
for death. On the antarctic glacier, nearly five thousand feet above sea-level, 
Captain Scott found carcasses of seals, where the animals had laboriously 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

antarctic: (n) South Pole, Antarctica, 
Antarctic Zone, South Frigid Zone; 
(adj) polar, southern, austral, glacial. 

discourage: (n, v) daunt, intimidate, 
dampen, cow, abash; (v) dishearten, 
demoralize, depress, dismay, deject, 
dispirit. ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, persuade, support, endorse, 
cheer, advocate, convince, urge, 
embolden, inspire. 

infuriate: (v) enrage, incense, anger, 
irritate, rile, provoke, outrage,  

furious, inflame; (adj, v) aggravate, 
exacerbate. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
pacify, soothe, placate. 

misleading: (adj) deceptive, false, 
fallacious, delusive, deceitful, 
dishonest, illusory, untrue, 
erroneous, deceiving, lying. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, correct, 
real, truthful, valid, fair, balanced. 

profoundly: (adv) thoroughly, 
extremely, intensely, exhaustively, 
greatly, sincerely, gravely, deep,  

heavily, weightily, very. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) lightly, mildly. 

seals: (n) Pinnipedia, key, talisman, 
aquatic mammal, signet, suborder 
Pinnipedia, sea Lions. 

spectators: (n) spectator, gallery, 
viewer, viewers, attendance. 

umpire: (n, v) judge; (n) arbitrator, 
arbiter, mediator, ump, justice, 
moderator, intermediary; (v) 
arbitrate, adjudicate, mediate. 
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flopped up, to die in peace. “Unless we had actually found these remains, it 
would have been past believing that a dying seal could have transported itself 
over fifty miles of rough, steep, glacier-surface,” but “the seal seems often to 
crawl to the shore or the ice to die, probably from its instinctive dread of its 
marine enemies.” In India, Purun Dass, at the end of statesmanship, sought 
solitude, and died in sanctity among the deer and monkeys, rather than remain 
with man. Even in America, the Indian Summer of life should be a little sunny 
and a little sad, like the season, and infinite in wealth and depth of tone—but 
never hustled. For that reason, one’s own passive obscurity seemed sometimes 
nearer nature than John Hay’s exposure. To the normal animal the instinct of 
sport is innate, and historians themselves were not exempt from the passion of 
baiting their bears; but in its turn even the seal dislikes to be worried to death in 
age by creatures that have not the strength or the teeth to kill him outright.%

On reaching Washington, November 14, 1904, Adams saw at a glance that 
Hay must have rest. Already Mrs. Hay had bade him prepare to help in taking 
her husband to Europe as soon as the Session should be over, and although Hay 
protested that the idea could not even be discussed, his strength failed so rapidly 
that he could not effectually discuss it, and ended by yielding without struggle. 
He would equally have resigned office and retired, like Purun Dass, had not the 
President and the press protested; but he often debated the subject, and his 
friends could throw no light on it. Adams himself, who had set his heart on 
seeing Hay close his career by making peace in the East, could only urge that 
vanity for vanity, the crown of peacemaker was worth the cross of martyrdom; 
but the cross was full in sight, while the crown was still uncertain. Adams found 
his formula for Russian inertia exasperatingly correct. He thought that Russia 
should have negotiated instantly on the fall of Port Arthur, January 1, 1905; he 
found that she had not the energy, but meant to wait till her navy should be 
destroyed. The delay measured precisely the time that Hay had to spare. 

The close of the Session on March 4 left him barely the strength to crawl on 
board ship, March 18, and before his steamer had reached half her course, he had 
revived, almost as gay as when he first lighted on the Markoe house in I Street 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

baiting: (n) harassment, lure, 
chumming, bating. 

bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, Carnivora, 
order Carnivora. 

exasperatingly: (adv) maddeningly, 
annoyingly, infuriatingly, irksomely, 
provokingly, tediously, gallingly, 
tiresomely, aggravatingly, vexingly, 
nauseatingly. 

martyrdom: (n) torture, suffering, 
calvary, agony, pain, ordeal, 
Golgotha; (adj) devotion, suttee,  

stoicism; (v) vivisection. 
peacemaker: (n) arbitrator, conciliator, 

intercessor, pacifier, intermediary, 
entente cordiale, good 
understanding, negotiator, judge, 
conciliation, appeaser. ANTONYMS: 
(n) troublemaker, fighter. 

sanctity: (n) sanctitude, godliness, 
sacredness, devotion, piety, 
saintliness, purity, halidom, 
sanctimony, religion, innocence. 
ANTONYM: (n) unholiness. 

transported: (adj) ecstatic, rapt, elated, 
inspirited, spellbound, exultant, 
puffed up, proud, delighted, elate; 
(adv) on cloud nine. ANTONYM: 
(adj) dejected. 

yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, obedient, 
docile; (n) submission. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hard, firm, inflexible, solid, 
rigid, obstinate, stiff, stubborn, 
unyielding, rebellious. 
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forty-four years earlier. The clouds that gather round the setting sun do not 
always take a sober coloring from eyes that have kept watch on mortality; or, at 
least, the sobriety is sometimes scarcely sad. One walks with one’s friends 
squarely up to the portal of life, and bids good-bye with a smile. One has done it 
so often! Hay could scarcely pace the deck; he nourished no illusions; he was 
convinced that he should never return to his work, and he talked lightly of the 
death sentence that he might any day expect, but he threw off the coloring of 
office and mortality together, and the malaria of power left its only trace in the 
sense of tasks incomplete.%

One could honestly help him there. Laughing frankly at his dozen treaties 
hung up in the Senate Committee-room like lambs in a butcher’s shop, one could 
still remind him of what was solidly completed. In his eight years of office he 
had solved nearly every old problem of American statesmanship, and had left 
little or nothing to annoy his successor. He had brought the great Atlantic 
powers into a working system, and even Russia seemed about to be dragged into 
a combine of intelligent equilibrium based on an intelligent allotment of 
activities. For the first time in fifteen hundred years a true Roman pax was in 
sight, and would, if it succeeded, owe its virtues to him. Except for making peace 
in Manchuria, he could do no more; and if the worst should happen, setting 
continent against continent in arms—the only apparent alternative to his 
scheme—he need not repine at missing the catastrophe. 

This rosy view served to soothe disgusts which every parting statesman feels, 
and commonly with reason. One had no need to get out one’s notebook in order 
to jot down the exact figures on either side. Why add up the elements of 
resistance and anarchy? The Kaiser supplied him with these figures, just as the 
Cretic approached Morocco. Every one was doing it, and seemed in a panic 
about it. The chaos waited only for his landing. 

Arrived at Genoa, the party hid itself for a fortnight at Nervi, and he gained 
strength rapidly as long as he made no effort and heard no call for action. Then 
they all went on to Nanheim without relapse. There, after a few days, Adams left 
him for the regular treatment, and came up to Paris. The medical reports 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

coloring: (n) color, paint, coloration, 
tint, colouring, dye, complexion, 
pigment, colour, dyeing, colouration.

malaria: (n) fever, sewer gas, swamp 
fever, ague, paludism, malarial, 
disease, miasm, blackwater fever, 
mephitis, azote. 

repine: (v) kick, grumble, regret, 
quetch, murmur, brood, mourn, 
languish, whine, lament; (n) sink. 

sobriety: (n) temperance, seriousness, 
soberness, graveness, abstinence,  

earnestness, composure, sedateness, 
staidness; (adj, n) gravity; (adj) 
rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, 
drunkenness, flippancy. 

solidly: (adv) steadfastly, substantially, 
strongly, stably, steadily, stoutly, 
compactly, soundly, securely, 
sturdily, consistently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) feebly, unreliably, weakly, 
sparsely. 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease,  

calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 
irritate, aggravate, annoy, intensify, 
worry, enrage, scare, provoke, incite, 
disturb. 

squarely: (adv) straightforwardly, 
square, forthright, rightly, fairly, 
quadrately, truely, right, squaredly, 
correspondly, straightly. 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom. 
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promised well, and Hay’s letters were as humorous and light-handed as ever. To 
the last he wrote cheerfully of his progress, and amusingly with his usual light 
scepticism, of his various doctors; but when the treatment ended, three weeks 
later, and he came on to Paris, he showed, at the first glance, that he had lost 
strength, and the return to affairs and interviews wore him rapidly out. He was 
conscious of it, and in his last talk before starting for London and Liverpool he 
took the end of his activity for granted. “You must hold out for the peace 
negotiations,” was the remonstrance. “I’ve not time!” he replied. “You’ll need 
little time!” was the rejoinder. Each was correct.%

There it ended! Shakespeare himself could use no more than the 
commonplace to express what is incapable of expression. “The rest is silence!” 
The few familiar words, among the simplest in the language, conveying an idea 
trite beyond rivalry, served Shakespeare, and, as yet, no one has said more. A 
few weeks afterwards, one warm evening in early July, as Adams was strolling 
down to dine under the trees at Armenonville, he learned that Hay was dead. He 
expected it; on Hay’s account, he was even satisfied to have his friend die, as we 
would all die if we could, in full fame, at home and abroad, universally 
regretted, and wielding his power to the last. One had seen scores of emperors 
and heroes fade into cheap obscurity even when alive; and now, at least, one had 
not that to fear for one’s friend. It was not even the suddenness of the shock, or 
the sense of void, that threw Adams into the depths of Hamlet’s Shakespearean 
silence in the full flare of Paris frivolity in its favorite haunt where worldly 
vanity reached its most futile climax in human history; it was only the quiet 
summons to follow—the assent to dismissal. It was time to go. The three friends 
had begun life together; and the last of the three had no motive—no attraction—
to carry it on after the others had gone. Education had ended for all three, and 
only beyond some remoter horizon could its values be fixed or renewed. Perhaps 
some day—say 1938, their centenary—they might be allowed to return together 
for a holiday, to see the mistakes of their own lives made clear in the light of the 
mistakes of their successors; and perhaps then, for the first time since man began 
his education among the carnivores, they would find a world that sensitive and 
timid natures could regard without a shudder. 
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amusingly: (adv) drolly, comically, 
humorously, divertingly, wittily, 
pleasingly, jocularly, funnily, 
interestingly, pleasantly, charmingly.

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, dismally, 
grimly, sullenly, unhappily, 
somberly, sadly, grudgingly, 
gloomily, dourly, forlornly. 

fade: (adj, v) vanish, drop; (v) dissolve, 
decline, evaporate, discolor, droop, 
die, languish, expire; (n, v) wither. 
ANTONYMS: (v) increase, grow, 
flourish, enhance, surge, sharpen, 
brighten, color, wax, stay, rally. 

flare: (n, v) blaze, flame, burst, glare; 
(v) burn, glint, blaze up, burn up; (n) 
fire; (adj) detonate, explode. 

remoter: (adj) ulterior, further, more 
distant. 

rivalry: (n) contest, contention,  

opposition, antagonism, race, 
emulation, match, conflict, 
contestation, envy, rivalship. 
ANTONYM: (n) friendship. 

scepticism: (n) disbelief, incredulity, 
agnosticism, doubt, mistrust, distrust, 
atheism, unbelief, misgiving, 
suspicion, sceptical. 

summons: (n) call, invitation, bidding, 
process, writ, invocation, warrant, 
command; (n, v) summon; (v) 
demand, cite. 
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GLOSSARY  

 
aaron: (n) hank Aaron 
abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, 

remit, slack, slake, wane, relax, 
lessen, diminish, allay. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, grow, 
magnify, surge, intensify, expand, 
enlarge, enhance, amplify, prolong, 
extend 

abel: (n) Niels Henrik Abel 
abeyance: (n) inaction, waiting, 

interruption, suspense, cessation, 
pause, reprieve, intermission, 
stoppage, inactiveness; (v) 
interregnum. ANTONYMS: (n) 
action, activity, continuance, 
continuation, prolongation, revival 

abhorred: (adj) disgusted, unpopular 
abhorrence: (n) odium, antipathy, 

detestation, hatred, aversion, 
disgust, execration, hate, loathing, 
revulsion, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attraction, adoration, delight, liking, 
attractiveness 

abiding: (adj) immortal, stable, 
constant, everlasting, lasting, 
enduring, perpetual, eternal, 
perennial, continuing, imperishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ephemeral, 
fleeting, impermanent, temporary, 
passing, mortal, erratic, inconstant 

abigail: (n) soubrette, confidente, 
lady-in-waiting 

abject: (adj) contemptible, pitiful, 
low, wretched, despicable, sordid, 
base, mean, vile; (n) ignominious, 
dirty. ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
hopeful, magnificent, esteemed, 
proud, dignified, commendable, 
noble, exalted, worthy, happy 

abjectly: (adv) servilely, basely, 
lowly, pitifully, paltrily, menially, 
shabbily, grovelingly, wretchedly, 
squalidly, sordidly 

ably: (adv) capably, cleverly, 
skillfully, proficiently, adroitly, 
aptly, competently, well, admirably, 
dexterously, deftly. ANTONYMS: 

(adv) incompetently, clumsily, badly 
abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 

place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 

abolitionist: (n) crusader, meliorist, 
truth, emancipationist, Tubman; 
(adj) radical 

absinthe: (n) wormwood, artemisia 
absinthium, cordial, liqueur, 
common wormwood, old man 

absorbing: (adj) fascinating, 
engrossing, charming, enthralling, 
gripping, captivating, riveting, 
absorbent, attractive, readable; (adj, 
v) exciting. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
irksome, tedious, repellent, 
uninteresting 

abstention: (n) avoidance, 
renunciation, nonparticipation, 
restraint, sobriety, celibacy 

abstraction: (n) abstract, reverie, 
engrossment, extraction, 
withdrawal, removal, deduction, 
abbreviation, preoccupancy, 
theorisation, theorization. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attentiveness, 
inclusion, alertness, concentration, 
fact 

abstruse: (adj) esoteric, obscure, 
abstract, difficult, deep, cryptic, 
mysterious, occult, complex, dark, 
intricate. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
direct, clear, lucid, plain, obvious, 
mainstream, concrete, 
comprehensible, easy, accessible 

absurdity: (n) absurdness, nonsense, 
silliness, nonsensicality, 
meaninglessness, illogicality, 
stupidity, folly, fatuity, idiocy, 
preposterousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
logic, reasonableness, worthiness, 
solemnity, sensibleness 

abysmal: (adj) abyssal, appalling, 
unfathomable, terrible, dreadful, 
immeasurable, profound, awful, 
horrible, unending, frightful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) exceptional, 

fathomable, finite, limited, 
measurable, wonderful, great, 
superb 

abyss: (n) gorge, ravine, chasm, gulf, 
deep, purgatory, depth, hell, gap, 
Gehenna, pit. ANTONYMS: (n) 
junction, juncture 

accelerate: (v) advance, hurry, speed, 
rush, speed up, dispatch, forward, 
expedite, further; (adj, v) vivify; (n, 
v) put on. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decelerate, impede, delay, retard, 
postpone, defer, brake, hinder, 
improve 

accelerating: (adj) faster, progressive 
accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 

compass, perfect, attain, make, 
fulfill, realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accomplishments: (n) benefit, 
actions, background, Comings and 
Goings, deeds, events, happenings, 
activities 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accretion: (n) accumulation, increase, 
augmentation, accession, deposition, 
addition, Accretion thinning, 
buildup, gain, raise, inheritance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) scattering, 
shrinkage, erosion, loss 

accumulate: (v) pile, gather, collect, 
amass, heap, hoard, compile, 
assemble, lay up, accrue, cumulate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distribute, 
dwindle, spend, lose, waste, 
dissipate, lessen, scatter, shuck, 
shed, decrease 

accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
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unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional 

aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; 
(v) griped 

acorn: (n) acorn-shell, acorn squash, 
truck 

acquaintances: (n) associates 
acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 

informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acquiescence: (n) compliance, 
consent, resignation, permission, 
sanction, approval, accord, 
agreement, submission, conformity; 
(n, v) assent. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disagreement, insubordination, 
rebellion, defiance, rejection 

acquit: (adj, v) release; (v) exculpate, 
exonerate, discharge, excuse, clear, 
pardon, free, conduct, forgive, 
vindicate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, damn, censure, blame, 
sentence 

acrobat: (n) clown, contortionist, jock, 
mountebank, Pulcinella, punch, 
harlequin, charlatan, scaramouch, 
balancer; (adj) athlete 

acutely: (adv) sharply, keenly, 
severely, astutely, piercingly, shrilly, 
cleverly; (adj, adv) intensely, 
extremely, gravely, critically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) chronically, 
mildly, slightly, faintly, vaguely, 
unexceptionally 

acuteness: (n) acuity, sharpness, 
acumen, discrimination, gravity, 
insight, sensitivity, perspicacity, 
penetration, keenness, intensity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faintness, 
insignificance, dullness 

adept: (adj, n) expert; (adj) skillful, 
able, accomplished, experienced, 
capable, smart, clever, adroit; (n) 
virtuoso, whiz. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompetent, inept, awkward, 
bumbling, fumbling, unskilled 

adhere: (v) abide, cleave, accede, 
bond, cling, attach, stick, bind, 
persist, sustain; (adj, v) agree. 
ANTONYMS: (v) separate, repel, 
unfasten, loose, loosen 

adjoining: (adj) contiguous, 
neighbor, near, abutting, touching, 
conterminous, neighboring, 
immediate, next, vicinal; (adj, v) 
close. ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, 
divided, detached, apart, far 

admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low 

admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, 
excellently, admirable, 
marvellously, heroically, bravely, 
brilliantly, nicely, creditably, ably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
inadequately, dishonorably, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly 

admiralty: (n) situation, spot, post, 
position, place, berth, office 

admiring: (adj) admire, admiringly, 
loving, respectful, glowing, 
affectionate, amatory, appreciative, 
enthusiastic, flattering, approving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defamatory, 
critical, disdainful, disapproving, 
disrespectful, uncomplimentary 

adorable: (adj) lovely, attractive, 
delightful, endearing, pleasing, 
glamorous, delicious, wonderful, 
winning, appealing, cute. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) despicable, 
disgusting, wicked, unappealing, 
repulsive, monstrous, gross 

adore: (v) worship, idolize, admire, 
glorify, cherish, appreciate; (n, v) 
honor; (adj) adoring, worshipping, 
worshiping; (adv) adoringly. 
ANTONYMS: (v) detest, despise, 
condemn, loathe, disrespect, abhor, 
scorn 

adored: (adj) loved, respected, 
precious, idolized, idolised, 
acclaimed, blessed, favorite, dearly 
loved, beloved, venerated 

adorer: (adj) suitor, lover, follower; 
(n) worshiper, wooer, votary, 
idolater, beau, worshipper, swain, 
enthusiast 

adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned 

adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, 
rudderless, planless, insular, in 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anchored, determined, purposeful, 
stable, moored 

advantageously: (adv) lucratively, 
expediently, propitiously, 
positively, gainfully, fortunately, 
conveniently, usefully, helpfully, 
goodly; (adv, v) well. ANTONYMS: 

(adv) negatively, inauspiciously, 
unhelpfully 

adventurer: (n) venturer, speculator, 
plunger, argonaut, traveler, 
daredevil, gambler, adventurers, 
carpetbagger, divers, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) killjoy, 
milquetoast 

adversity: (n) hardship, calamity, 
disaster, distress, misadventure, 
affliction, fatality, catastrophe, trial, 
trouble, tragedy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
favor, prosperity, fortune, aid, help, 
opportunity, privilege 

affectation: (n) pretension, feint, 
pose, display, airs, affectedness, 
ostentation, show, pretense, 
mannerism, sham. ANTONYMS: (n) 
artlessness, honesty, modesty 

affiliation: (n) coalition, connection, 
relationship, alliance, partnership, 
linkage, federation, bond, tie, 
annexation; (n, v) filiation 

affirm: (v) prove, assert, declare, 
protest, avow, maintain, approve, 
accept, assure, profess, promise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) negate, veto, 
nullify, refute, repress 

affirmed: (adj) acknowledged, 
avowed, guaranteed 

affirming: (adj) predicative, 
predicant, assertory; (n) 
confirmation 

afflicting: (adj) distressing, grievous, 
vexatious 

afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, 
current, in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot 

afresh: (adv) again, newly, over 
again, new, once again, freshly, once 
more, often; (adj) the other day, just 
now, only yesterday 

agassiz: (n) Jean Louis Rodolphe 
Agassiz, Louis Agassiz 

aggravation: (n) deterioration, 
irritation, bother, heightening, 
exacerbation, annoyance, 
harassment, aggrandizement, 
aggression, botheration, 
complication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, improvement, pleasure, 
comfort, delight, relieving, 
lessening, balm, support 

aggregation: (n) accumulation, heap, 
congregation, agglomeration, lot, 
pile, corpus, assembly, group, 
collection; (n, v) assemblage 

aggressively: (adv) hostilely, 
bellicosely, militantly, energetically, 
pushily, dynamically, contentiously, 
actively, belligerently, combatively, 
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warlikely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
passively, inertly, calmly, 
submissively 

aggrieved: (adj) injured, offended, 
hurt, persecuted, harmed, pained, 
resentful, indignant, bitter, angry, 
affronted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assisted, comforted, happy, pleased, 
unaffected 

aghast: (adj) dismayed, appalled, 
horrified, frightened, scared, 
terrified, confounded, astonished; 
(n) agape; (v) all agog, breathless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undisturbed, 
unperturbed, unsurprised 

agitation: (n) disturbance, 
excitement, tumult, stirring, 
convulsion, stir, commotion, 
emotion, unrest, shake, turmoil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, calm, 
equanimity, rest, peace, deterrent 

agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt 

agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, 
sweet, consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable 

airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty 

airship: (n) dirigible, zeppelin, 
balloon, aeroplane, airplane, 
sausage, plane 

aisle: (n) thoroughfare, path, nave, 
corridor, gangway, lane, route, 
runway, access, glade, vista 

akin: (adj) near, like, allied, 
equivalent, alike, similar, analogous, 
parallel, cognate, kindred, 
corresponding. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconnected, alien, disconnected, 
dissimilar, different 

alabama: (n) camellia state, Al, heart 
of Dixie 

alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal 

albany: (n) Breadalbane, capital of 
new York 

alertness: (n) watchfulness, agility, 

alacrity, nimbleness, liveliness, 
jealousy, wariness, attention, 
quickness, intelligence, 
consciousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dream, drowsiness, inattentiveness, 
slowness, unconsciousness 

algebra: (v) Nilpotent algebra, 
geometry, fluxions, analytical 
geometry, quadratics, arithmetic, 
analysis 

algebraic: (adj) statistical, 
mathematical, arithmetical, 
numerable, computable, calculable, 
analytic, geometric, numerical, 
arithmetic 

algiers: (n) Algerian capital 
alienate: (v) alien, transfer, cede, 

wean, disaffect, abalienate; (adj, v) 
set against; (adj) envenom, incense, 
repel, sow dissension. ANTONYMS: 
(v) involve, unite, reunite, endear 

align: (v) line, aline, dress, array, 
aligning, marshal, line up, order, 
arrange, rank, range. ANTONYMS: 
(v) disjoin, straighten, skew, 
separate 

aligned: (v) with alligned with; (adj) 
allied, joined, alined, combined, 
horizontal, united, amalgamated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unaligned 

alignment: (n) justification, alliance, 
tuning, setting, regulation, coalition, 
organization, adjustment, 
arrangement, alinement, 
coordination 

allotment: (n) portion, slice, 
distribution, allocation, quota, 
proportion, dividend, division, 
instalment, allowance, part 

alluring: (adj) tempting, charming, 
attractive, enticing, beguiling, 
glamorous, magnetic, enchanting, 
enthralling, appealing, appetizing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unappealing, 
unattractive, dull, repulsive 

allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, 
cue, suggestion, mention, 
intimation, pointer, insinuation, 
implication, indication, clue 

aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, 
indifferent, unfriendly, frigid, 
arrogant, cold; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
involved, approachable, sociable, 
outgoing, open, enthusiastic, 
relaxed, communicative, affable, 
respectful 

alphabet: (n) rudiments, rudiment, 
elements, grammar, ABC, 
fundamentals, basics, first rudiment, 
first principle, outlines, abecedary 

alps: (n) mountain range 
altering: (n) castration, fixing, 

interchange, neutering; (adj) 
changing, alterant 

alternate: (adj, n, v) substitute; (n) 
surrogate, standby, vice; (v) 
reciprocate, vary, take turns, 
fluctuate, change; (adj, n) 
alternative; (adj) secondary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) consecutive, 
successive, required, opposite, 
necessary, essential; (v) remain, 
continue 

alternately: (adv) alternatively, by 
turns, in turn, secondarily, 
reciprocally, mutually, off-and-on, 
rather, anthemwise, secondly; (adj, 
adv) on and off 

alternating: (adj) intermittent, 
recurrent, irregular, regular, every 
other, blinking, successive; (adv) 
back and forth. ANTONYM: (adj) 
direct 

amalgam: (n) alloy, mix, compound, 
mixture, medley, fusion, composite, 
combination, blend, concoction, 
admixture 

amazingly: (adj, adv) wonderfully, 
stupendously, awfully; (adv) 
surprisingly, astoundingly, 
extraordinarily, spectacularly, 
marvelously, fabulously, terrificly, 
terrifically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
predictably, mildly 

americanize: (v) Americanise, 
anglicize 

amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, 
nice, lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold 

amiably: (adv) kindly, affably, 
graciously, decently, courteously, 
thoughtfully, cordially, lovelily, in a 
friendly way, favorably, pleasantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unkindly, 
disagreeably 

amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) 
perfectly, properly, suitably, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) 
okay, correct, good 

ampere: (n) amp, a, adenylic acid, 
international ampere, adenosine 
monophosphate 

amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, 
arena, stadium, gallery, bowl, 
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coliseum, colosseum 
amply: (adj, adv) abundantly, 

sufficiently; (adv) fully, well, 
lavishly, plentifully, richly, 
generously, enough, adequately, 
capaciously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meagerly, inadequately, illiberally, 
sparingly, poorly 

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint 

amusingly: (adv) drolly, comically, 
humorously, divertingly, wittily, 
pleasingly, jocularly, funnily, 
interestingly, pleasantly, charmingly 

analytic: (adj) logical, calculable, 
computable, docimastic, numerable, 
statistical, clinical, methodical, 
psychic, questioning; (adv) 
analytically. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
synthetic, illogical 

analyze: (n, v) scrutinize; (v) review, 
assay, consider, study, check, 
canvass, break down, investigate, 
anatomize, analyse. ANTONYMS: 
(v) assemble, overlook, unite, 
integrate, ignore, construct, 
compound, combine, compose, 
neglect 

anarchic: (adj) chaotic, anarchical, 
disorganized, anarchist, anarchistic, 
muddled, nonconformist, out of 
control, unusual, personal, 
intractable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
orthodox, biddable, orderly 

anarchical: (adj) lawless, anarchistic, 
anarchist, uncontrolled, insurgent, 
chaotic, anarchal 

anarchism: (n) anarchy, disorder, 
ideology, chaos, lawlessness, riot 

anarchist: (n) rebel, nihilist, anarch, 
terrorist, revolutionary, mutineer; 
(adj, n) radical; (adj) demagogue, 
anarchical, anarchic, mutinous. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist; (adj) 
conventional 

anarchistic: (adj) anarchical, 
anarchist, uncontrolled, 
unlegislated, ungovernable, lawless, 
unconventional, unruly, 
revolutionary, rebellious, radical 

anarchy: (n) chaos, confusion, 
disorder, disarrangement, 
pandemonium, disturbance, upset, 
misrule, riot, mess, anarchism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) organization, rule, 
lawfulness 

ancestor: (n) forerunner, forefather, 
parent, father, precursor, 

antecedent, forebear, forbear, 
prototype, ancestry, ascendant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) descendant, 
successor, offspring, progeny 

ancestral: (adj) family, patrimonial, 
heritable, genetic, linear, patriarchal, 
familial, lineal, inherited, 
inheritable, ethnic 

ancestry: (n) origin, descent, birth, 
derivation, extraction, family, 
pedigree, lineage, line, heredity, 
breed. ANTONYMS: (n) 
descendants, posterity 

anchored: (adj) fixed, immobile, 
stationary, secure, stable, firm; (v) 
rock solid, moored, on a rock, 
tethered 

anecdote: (n) tale, account, yarn, 
narrative, story, fable, relation, ana, 
fiction, trait, gossip 

anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, 
once again, new; (adj) only 
yesterday, the other day, just now 

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, 
unanimated, bored, impassive, 
unexciting, dead 

animus: (n) malice, animosity, hate, 
resentment, enmity, contemplation, 
ill will, mind, hostility; (adj, n) 
leaning; (adj) disposition 

aniseed: (n) flavorer, flavoring, 
seasoning, flavourer, flavouring, 
seasoner, anise plant 

annihilated: (adj) exterminated, lost, 
uncreated, wiped out, annihilate; (v) 
perished 

annihilation: (n) abolition, death, 
slaughter, destruction, obliteration, 
extermination, extirpation, 
disintegration, demolition, defeat, 
pulverization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, survival, creation, 
protection 

annoy: (v) pester, displease, anger, 
harass, bother, vex, aggravate, grate, 
molest; (n) annoyance; (n, v) afflict. 
ANTONYMS: (v) pacify, soothe, 
gratify, placate, comfort, encourage, 
delight 

annoyance: (n) anger, harassment, 
aggravation, disturbance, 
inconvenience, pain, bother, 
botheration, temper, displeasure, 
vexation. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
satisfaction, patience, calmness, 
delight, equanimity, advantage, 
balm 

annoying: (adj) galling, vexatious, 
aggravating, vexing, worrying, 
awkward, trying, bothersome, 
disagreeable; (adj, v) irritating; (n) 
annoyance. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasing, delightful, pleasant, 
charming, satisfying, welcome, 
convenient 

antagonistic: (adj) counter, opposite, 
opposed, conflicting, averse, 
warlike, inimical, unfriendly, 
repugnant, contrary; (adj, v) 
adverse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
synergistic, conciliating, peaceable, 
peaceful, compatible, agreeable, 
sympathetic 

antarctic: (n) South Pole, Antarctica, 
Antarctic Zone, South Frigid Zone; 
(adj) polar, southern, austral, glacial 

antecedents: (n) history, colony 
antipathy: (n) animosity, aversion, 

abomination, abhorrence, dislike, 
hatred, distaste, enmity, odium, 
repugnance, repulsion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) love, attraction, 
liking, like, leaning, regard, appeal, 
appreciation, admiration, affection, 
friendliness 

antipodes: (n) foreign parts, ne plus 
ultra, ultima Thule 

antiquarian: (adj) antique, ancient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) young, modern, 
new 

antiquarianism: (n) archaism 
antiquated: (adj) old, aged, 

antediluvian, archaic, obsolete, 
musty, old-fashioned, outdated, 
dowdy, outmoded, antique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
contemporary, fresh, modernistic, 
recent, current 

antiquities: (n) antique 
antiquity: (n) ancientness, ancientry, 

past, relic, status quo, artefact, 
artifact, oldness, old age, hoariness; 
(adj, n) age. ANTONYMS: (n) today, 
newness, modernity 

antwerp: (n) Antwerpen 
anvil: (n) stithy, anvil blade, 

fulciment, block, stiddy, prop, anvil 
roll, Stith, stand 

apace: (adj, adv) speedily, quickly; 
(adv) fast, rapidly, hastily, soon, 
promptly; (adj) forthwith, 
immediately, incontinently, shortly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slowly 

aperture: (n) breach, slit, puncture, 
opening, gap, cleft, perforation, 
loophole, mouth, hiatus, outlet. 
ANTONYM: (n) closure 

apes: (n) Anthropoidea, suborder 
Anthropoidea 
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aphrodite: (adj) peri, Apollo, Cupid, 
Hebe, narcissus, the Graces, 
Hyperion, houri, Venus; (n) Adonis, 
Cytherea 

apologia: (n) justification, defence, 
excuse, vindication, reason, apology 

apologize: (n) palliate, extenuate, 
apology, gloze; (n, v) excuse; (v) 
apologise, beg pardon, give 
satisfaction, justify, plead; (adj) 
sorry. ANTONYM: (v) defy 

apostle: (n) disciple, follower, 
propagandist, believer, missionary, 
adherent, advocate, proselyte, saint, 
munshi, messenger. ANTONYM: (n) 
opponent 

applaud: (v) praise, eulogize, cheer, 
extol, hail, admire, clap, commend, 
approve, compliment, exalt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) criticize, 
disparage, lament, hiss, censure, 
commiserate, condemn 

appreciative: (adj) grateful, 
supportive, indebted, appreciatory, 
complimentary, sympathetic, 
understanding, sensitive, 
discriminating, pleased, obliged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unkind, 
derogatory, uncomplimentary, 
disapproving, unsympathetic, 
negative 

apprenticeship: (n) situation, 
position, spot, berth, post, office, 
instruction, education, training, 
prenticeship, apprenticehood 

aquinas: (n) saint Thomas Aquinas, 
St Thomas, St Thomas Aquinas, 
Thomas Aquinas 

arabic: (n) Arab, Arabic script 
arcade: (n) colonnade, arch, portico, 

piazza, arc, construction, bow, 
horseshoe, crane neck, vault, loop 

archaic: (adj) antiquated, old-
fashioned, old, primitive, 
antediluvian, ancient, outdated, 
outmoded, quaint, obsolete, hoary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) current, 
contemporary, fresh, new, young 

archangel: (n) angelica, angelica 
Archangelica, angelique, garden 
angelica, seraph 

ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm 

ardently: (adv) fervently, warmly, 
eagerly, intensely, fierily, avidly, 
enthusiastically, burningly, 

zealously, fervidly; (adj, adv) hotly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indifferently, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
halfheartedly, calmly 

arduous: (adj) laborious, difficult, 
strenuous, onerous, heavy, uphill, 
severe, painful, trying, tough, 
troublesome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
facile, simple, painless, refreshing, 
relaxing, insignificant, light, 
undemanding 

argyll: (n) argyle, argyles 
aristarchus: (n) arbiter elegantiarum, 

Corinthian, euphemist, Stagirite, 
critic, virtuoso, dilettante, 
conoscente, connoisseur, amateur, 
judge 

arithmetic: (adj) arithmetical, 
numerical; (n) calculation, 
computation, algorism, 
mathematics, math, estimate, 
weighing up; (v) fluxions, geometry 

arithmetical: (adj) statistical, 
mathematical, numerable, 
calculable, computable, numerical, 
numeric, analytic, algebraic 

arizona: (adj) southwestern; (n) AZ, 
genus Arizona 

armada: (n) navy, flotilla, squadron, 
wooden walls, Armado, naval forces 

armaments: (n) arms, weaponry, 
army, armature, guns, artillery, 
firepower, ordnance, weapons 

armenia: (n) Bagratid, Hayastan 
armistice: (n) ceasefire, treaty, cease-

fire, ceasefire agreement, peace. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dispute, fight, war 

armored: (adj) ironclad, unbreakable, 
armor-clad, mailed, panoplied, 
reinforced, toughened, shatterproof, 
resistant; (v) bulletproof. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fragile, 
unarmored 

arrogance: (n) haughtiness, disdain, 
conceit, presumption, audacity, 
vanity, arrogancy, conceitedness, 
arrogant, condescension, 
imperiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
modesty, timidity, humbleness, 
diffidence, respect 

arrowhead: (v) uncial writing, 
cuneiform character; (n) ogham, 
Sagittaria 

arsenic: (n) as, arsenic trioxide, 
element, trioxide, white arsenic, 
American Samoa, arsenous oxide, 
arsenous anhydride 

artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, 

naivete, inability, artlessness, 
incapacity, straightforwardness 

artificially: (adv) synthetically, 
factitiously, affectedly, contrivedly, 
insincerely, unreally, feignedly, 
falsely, fictitiously, artfully, 
counterfeitly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
naturally 

artistically: (adv) ingeniously, 
pleasingly, inventively, 
imaginatively, creatively, elegantly, 
originally, resourcefully, 
productively, innovatively, 
harmoniously 

ascendancy: (n) ascendance, 
supremacy, control, influence, 
power, mastery, rule, dominion, 
domination, advantage, authority. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
subordination 

ascertained: (adj) discovered, 
determined; (v) absolute, 
recognized, received, noted, 
notorious, decisive, unmistakable, 
unequivocal, positive 

ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate 

asiatic: (n) oriental, Irani, Bhutani, 
coolie, Dardanian, Israelite, Laos, 
Maldivian, turkis, cooly 

aspirant: (n) applicant, claimant, 
amateur, contender, contestant, 
postulant, entrant; (adj, n) hopeful; 
(adj) aspiring, ambitious, wishful 

aspiring: (adj) aspirant, wishful, 
enterprising, envious, desirous, 
coming; (v) aspire, vaulting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) desperate 

assemblage: (n) meeting, collection, 
congregation, set, multitude, crew, 
confluence, gathering, gang, 
convention, convocation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dispersal, 
scattering 

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance 

assenting: (adj) assentient, 
consenting, acquiescent, unanimous, 
in accord, favorable; (n) agreement, 
accession, confession; (adv) 
consentingly; (v) agree. ANTONYM: 
(adj) conflicting 

asserting: (v) affirm; (adj) 
declaratory, declarative, evidentiary; 
(n) assertion 

assign: (v) allot, delegate, consign, 
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ascribe, appoint, place, allocate, 
appropriate; (n, v) allow, apply, 
give. ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, 
discharge, discredit, divest, refuse, 
take 

assigning: (n) allocation, distribution, 
allocating, assign, allotting, 
appointment, attribution, 
transmission 

assimilate: (v) absorb, imbibe, 
compare, take in, incorporate, 
comprehend, digest, conform, 
engross, acquire; (adj) assimilating. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, dissimilate, 
misunderstand, regurgitate 

assimilating: (adj) assimilate, 
absorptive, absorbent, assimilative, 
assimilatory 

associating: (n) connection, reference 
assouan: (n) Assuan, Aswan 
assuring: (adj) ensuring, insure, 

insuring, assure, ensure, giving 
confidence, securing, likely, 
promising 

astonish: (adj, v) astound; (adj, n, v) 
surprise; (adj) astonishing, 
surprised; (v) flabbergast, daze, 
confound, dazzle, stun, alarm, 
nonplus. ANTONYMS: (v) expect, 
bore 

astonishingly: (adj, adv) 
surprisingly, wonderfully, 
stupendously, strangely; (adv) 
astoundingly, marvelously, 
prodigiously, staggeringly, 
startlingly, extraordinarily, 
unusually. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
predictably, mildly 

astounded: (adj) amazed, stunned, 
flabbergasted, bewildered, 
dumbfounded, surprised, staggered, 
astonied, dazed, astound, aghast 

astounding: (adj) amazing, 
miraculous, wonderful, incredible, 
tremendous, spectacular, 
sensational, breathtaking, awesome, 
staggering, prodigious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
comforting, predictable, boring, 
insignificant 

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; 
(adj) lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; 
(adv) amiss, widely, far, afield, 
aside. ANTONYM: (adj) accurate 

astronomer: (n) stargazer, physicist, 
Galilean, Ptolemaic, Celsius, 
cosmologist, uranologist, muller, 
hall, Herschel, astrophysicist 

astronomic: (adj) enormous, largest, 
large, galactic, biggest, bigger, big 

astute: (adj) shrewd, artful, bright, 
sharp, quick, cunning, crafty, 

sagacious, wily, clever; (adj, v) 
canny. ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, 
stupid, slow, dumb, dim, idiotic, 
retarded, unintelligent, foolish, 
obtuse, indiscriminate 

atheism: (n) godlessness, nihilism, 
incredulity, heresy, disbelief, 
agnosticism, skepticism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) belief, theism, 
godliness, religion, piety 

athenaeum: (n) library 
atrocious: (adj) monstrous, awful, 

heinous, abominable, wicked, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, bad, 
horrible; (adj, n) outrageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humane, 
benevolent, drivable, elegant, 
virtuous, good, passable, fine, kind, 
admirable, tasteful 

atrocities: (n) murder, killing, 
slaughter, violence, carnage 

atrophied: (adj) cadaverous, wasted, 
diminished; (v) shrivel. ANTONYM: 
(adj) hypertrophied 

atrophy: (n) withering, deterioration, 
symptom; (v) wither, attenuation, 
tabes, emaciation, waste, wane, 
shrivel; (n, v) marasmus. 
ANTONYMS: (n) strength, 
development; (v) strengthen 

attachable: (adj) separable, 
removable, separate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) fixed 

attache: (n) representative, consul, 
charge d'affaires, domestic, 
briefcase, bag, resident, servitor, 
servant, help, menial 

attaching: (n) fastening; (adj) 
adhesive 

attachments: (n) equipment 
attain: (v) make, reach, achieve, 

acquire, gain, strike, catch, arrive at, 
find, obtain, come to. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, fail, abandon, surrender, 
differ 

attained: (adj) attains, attaint, 
reached, complete, earned, fulfilled 

attaining: (v) attain, achieve; (n) 
attainment 

attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate 

attributing: (n) reference 
audaciously: (adv) daringly, 

impudently, boldly, brazenly, 
bravely, courageously, insolently, 
pluckily, fearlessly, valiantly, rashly. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) cautiously, 
discreetly, carefully, fearfully, 
timidly 

audacity: (n) nerve, audaciousness, 
effrontery, arrogance, temerity, 
cheek, impertinence, insolence, 
courage; (n, v) impudence; (adj, n) 
presumption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, propriety, decorum, 
circumspection, courtesy, fear, 
respect, spinelessness, reticence 

audible: (adj) plain, hearable, 
distinct, detectable, sounding, sharp, 
sonic, definite, discernible, 
perceptible, sensory. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inaudible, unintelligible, 
undetectable, silent, faint 

augustus: (n) Octavian 
austere: (adj) ascetic, stern, severe, 

harsh, plain, rigorous, rigid, 
abstemious, stark, astringent, stiff. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ornate, 
luxurious, frivolous, hedonistic, 
extravagant, lush, elaborate, 
spending, sunny, warm, indulgent 

authenticity: (n) genuineness, 
legitimacy, reality, verity, 
originality, truth, validity, honesty, 
veracity, fidelity, actuality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccuracy, 
insincerity 

authorized: (v) allowed; (adj) 
authorised, official, accredited, 
competent, lawful, legal, legitimate, 
permissible, qualified; (adj, v) 
privileged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unauthorized, illegal, unqualified 

authorizing: (n) confirmation, 
agreement 

autobiographical: (adj) 
autobiographic, autobiographal 

autobiography: (n) biography, 
memoirs, memoir, life story, life, 
diary, life history, journal, story, 
history 

automobile: (n) auto, motor vehicle, 
bus, machine, vehicle, jalopy, sports 
car, cab, motorcar, motor car, 
ambulance 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness 

avalanche: (n) deluge, occurrence, 
cascade, landslip, mud slide, plenty; 
(v) debacle, descend, roll down. 
ANTONYMS: (n) deficiency, lack, 
famine, drought 

avatar: (n) embodiment, juggernaut, 
lares et penates, impersonation, 
epitome, personification, fetich, 
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Jagannath, golden calf, graven 
image, Jagannatha 

avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 
protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; 
(n, v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disavow, renounce, refute, disclaim, 
condemn, censure 

avowal: (n) declaration, assertion, 
affirmation, admission, statement, 
recognition, acknowledgement, 
announcement, confession, 
testimony; (n, v) profession 

avowed: (adj) acknowledged, 
attested, ostensible, sworn, stated, 
confirmed, declared, pretended, 
known, authenticated, apparent 

avowedly: (adv) professedly, 
admittedly, confessedly, apparently, 
openly, patently, publicly, 
acknowledgedly, true, as 
acknowledged, ostensibly 

awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective 

awed: (adj) frightened, groveling, 
reverential, reverent, overwhelmed, 
overcome, intimidated, worshipful, 
impressed, fearful, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unawed, 
irreverent 

awkwardly: (adv) gawkily, ineptly, 
ungracefully, embarrassingly, 
maladroitly, stiffly, gracelessly, 
inopportunely, bunglingly, 
inelegantly, unwieldily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gracefully, 
elegantly, usefully, urbanely, 
contentedly, coherently, calmly, 
conveniently, agilely, expertly, 
amenably 

awoke: (adj) awakened 
awry: (adj, adv) askew, crooked; (adj) 

erroneous, bent, deformed, 
distorted, incorrect, wry, wrong; 
(adv) skew; (v) irregular. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, right, 
aligned, even 

axiom: (n) maxim, adage, apothegm, 
principle, proposition, truism, 
saying, saw, proverb, truth, motto. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foolishness, 
paradox, absurdity 

azalea: (n) rhododendron 
babbling: (adj) loquacious, telltale, 

voluble, blatant, blathering, 
blithering, gabbling, garrulous, 
jabbering; (n) stultiloquy, 
stultiloquence 

babel: (n) pandemonium, racket, 
tumult, Babylon, uproar, din, noise; 
(adj) Saturnalia, most admired 
disorder, donnybrook, confusion 

worse confounded 
babyhood: (n) childhood, 

immaturity, babehood, girlhood, 
youthhood, immatureness, 
boyhood, early days, early 
childhood, cradle; (adj) puerility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) parenthood, 
adolescence 

backward: (adj, adv) late, 
behindhand; (adj) tardy, retarded, 
reluctant, coy, slow, laggard, 
dilatory; (adv) behind, backwardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) ahead; 
(adv) onward; (adj) quick, 
developing, advanced, confident, 
brilliant, bold 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad 
badness: (n) evil, wickedness, 

evilness, ill, naughtiness, 
disobedience, intensity, 
intensiveness, quality, roguishness, 
viciousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
goodness, decency, good 

bad-tempered: (adj) cantankerous, 
sullen, peevish, fractious, petulant, 
disgruntled, touchy, splenetic, 
crusty, crabbed, fretful 

baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

baffling: (adj) knotty, 
incomprehensible, puzzling, 
inexplicable, unaccountable, 
unfathomable, baffle, bewildering, 
confusing, perplexing, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apparent, 
enlightening, explicable, simple 

baiting: (n) harassment, lure, 
chumming, bating 

baked: (adj) adust, parched, 
scorched, baken, heated, driest, 
tempered, sunbaked, seared, arid, 
drier. ANTONYMS: (adj) unbaked, 
humid 

balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) 
bringing into state of equilibrium, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel 
balancing, balancing accountancy, 
comparison; (adj) libratory 

balfour: (n) Arthur James Balfour 
ballad: (n) song, folk song, carol, 

poem, ballade, recitative, solfeggio, 
pastoral, recitativo, ditty, bravura 

balustrade: (n) fence, banisters, 
banister, bannister, barrier, handrail, 
pale, balusters, guardrail, 
circumvallation, ring fence 

balzac: (n) Honore Balzac 
banded: (adj) connected, striped, 

agouti, with stripes, stripy, belted 
banishment: (n) expulsion, ostracism, 

ouster, proscription, relegation, 
ejection, deportation, dismissal, 
expatriation; (adj, n) exclusion; (adj) 
excommunication 

banning: (n) ban, prohibition, 
forbidding, prohibiting, inhibition, 
interdiction, bachelor of arts in 
nursing, ineligibility, 
disqualification, forbiddance 

barbarian: (n) Goth, vandal, brute; 
(adj) heathen, barbaric, barbarous, 
uncivilized, uncultured, wild, rude, 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cultured, refined; (n) native, citizen 

barbaric: (adj) boorish, uncivil, 
graceless, churlish, uncouth, 
uncivilized, savage, barbarous, wild, 
gross, inhuman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
refined, civilized, cultured, polished 

barbarism: (n) atrocity, 
barbarousness, barbarity, cruelty, 
savagery, Gothicism, vandalism, 
uncivilizedness, heathenism, 
vulgarism, savageness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) civility, nicety 

barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane 

bargaining: (n) haggle, chaffer, 
negotiation, business, parley, 
negotiations, deal, dealing, traffic, 
talks, haggling 

baring: (n) uncovering, denudation, 
disforestation, exposure, husking 

barnacle: (n) bernacle, crustacean, 
acorn barnacle, goose, spectacles, 
cerriped, cerripede, hanger-on, 
parasite, barnacle goose 

barnacles: (n) spectacles, glasses, 
specs, eyeglass, goggles, subclass 
Cirripedia, class Crustacea, 
Cirripedia, Crustacea 

barometer: (n) baroscope, aeroscope, 
barograph, aneroid barometer, 
standard, aerometer, gauge, norm, 
trial balloon, weather station; (v) 
glass 

barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, 
veined; (n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open 

barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
productive, lush, fruitful, 
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developing, growing, profitable, 
rewarding, rich, sheltered, humid, 
populous 

barricade: (n, v) barrier, blockade, 
barricado; (v) block, obstruct, 
hinder, dam; (n) obstruction, fence, 
rampart, hurdle. ANTONYMS: (n) 
opening; (v) open, expose, assist 

barricaded: (adj) blockaded 
barring: (prep) besides; (n) except for, 

excepting, except, with the 
exception of, without, with a 
reservation, ejection, save and 
except, riddance, expulsion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) entitlement; (prep) 
including 

bartlett: (n) Bartlett pear 
baseball: (n) hockey, ball game, 

ballock, baseball game, football 
bastille: (n, v) jail; (n) prison, 

dungeon, fortress, stronghold, 
bridewell, lockup, donjon, defense; 
(v) incarcerate, imprison 

bathed: (adj) sweaty 
battling: (adj) belligerent, opposed, 

rival 
bayard: (n) stallion, gelding, seigneur 

de Bayard, chevalier de Bayard, 
jennet, genet 

beacon: (n, v) guide; (n) cairn, flare, 
pharos, lighthouse, signal, light, 
watchtower, beacon light, buoy, sign 

beagle: (n) hound, retriever, spaniel, 
setter, spy, counsel, justice, judge, 
counselor, attorney, private 
detective 

beaked: (v) arcuate, aduncated, 
arched; (adj) rostrate, rostrated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) beakless 

bearer: (n) holder, carrier, messenger, 
porter, courier, envoy, traveller, 
griever, hamal, lamenter, mourner 

bearings: (n) bearing, direction, crest, 
position 

beasts: (n) stock 
beau: (adj, n) admirer, lover, 

follower; (n) swain, fop, dude, 
coxcomb, boyfriend, chap, love, 
dandy 

beautify: (v) ornament, embellish, 
decorate, deck, enhance, trim, 
garnish, gild, dress up, improve, 
bead. ANTONYMS: (v) deface, strip, 
mar, disfigure, uglify 

bede: (n) St Baeda, saint Bede, saint 
Baeda, Baeda, the venerable Bede 

bedridden: (adj) sick, bedfast, ill, 
invalid, unwell, ailing, crippled; 
(adj, v) confined; (v) laid up, in 
hospital, invalided 

beethoven: (n) Ludwig van 
Beethoven 

beetle: (v) project, jut, bulge; (adj) 
beetling, impend, bestride, mount, 
ride, protrusive; (n) mallet; (adj, v) 
hang over 

befogged: (adj) befuddled, baffled, at 
sea, addled 

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver 

beggary: (n) poverty, want, begging, 
penury, pauperism, need, indigence, 
solicitation, misery, squalor, 
destitution 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) 
beseeching, entreating, mendicant, 
imploring, suppliant, vagabond 

beginner: (n) novice, abecedarian, 
learner, entrant, freshman, 
greenhorn, founder, tenderfoot, 
recruit, newcomer, colt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) master, veteran, 
teacher, trainer 

begonia: (adj) tiger lily, anemone, 
beefsteak geranium, beefsteak 
begonia, asphodel, rose, buttercup, 
tulip, daffodil, day lily, lily 

beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, 
delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated 

behavior: (n, v) bearing, demeanor; 
(n) carriage, conduct, deportment, 
act, behaviour, manner, character, 
action, morality 

beheld: (adj) visual 
behest: (n) command, dictate, order, 

bidding, dictum, ordinance, hest, 
fiat, charge, mandate, injunction 

belated: (adj) late, tardy, behindhand, 
slow, overdue, benighted, delayed, 
posthumous, too late, untimely; (adj, 
adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prompt, early, punctual, timely, 
premature 

belles-lettres: (n) pure literature, 
writing 

belligerency: (n) enmity, combat, ill 
will, pugnacity, warfare, warpath, 
hostility, contention, armed combat, 
antagonism, aggressiveness 

benches: (n) bleachers 
beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, 

philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly 

benevolence: (n) beneficence, 
affection, favor, mercy, compassion, 
favour, kindness, benefaction, pity, 
kindliness, generosity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) malevolence, 

meanness, cruelty, misanthropy, 
wickedness, nastiness, malice 

benevolent: (adj) good, charitable, 
generous, kind, philanthropic, 
gracious, loving, amiable; (adj, n) 
beneficent, compassionate, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) malicious, 
unfeeling, mean, selfish, unkind, 
misanthropic, nasty, hardhearted, 
inhumane 

benton: (n) Thomas hart Benton 
besotted: (adj) infatuated, pissed, 

tipsy, enamored, hooked, 
muddleheaded, inebriated, blind 
drunk; (v) conceited, dogmatic, 
positive 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate 

betise: (n) stupidity, folly, imbecility 
betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, 

grass, dupe, reveal, mislead, 
disclose, accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, 
undeceive, hide, defend, withhold 

betrayal: (n) faithlessness, deception, 
treason, infidelity, subversiveness, 
traitorousness, disclosure, 
revelation, perfidy, disloyalty, 
dishonesty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
loyalty, safeguarding, keeping, 
honesty, guarding, preserving, 
allegiance 

betraying: (adj) treacherous, 
revealing, Judas 

betterment: (n) improvement, 
advancement, amelioration, 
adjustment, refinement, 
enhancement, amendment, 
melioration, progress, recovery, 
reformation 

bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken 
aback, addled, disoriented; (adj, v) 
lost. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressed, clear, oriented, 
precise, understanding, alert 

bewildering: (adj) astonishing, 
puzzling, perplexing, confusing, 
marvelous, mystifying, amazing, 
astounding, discomfit, upsetting, 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enlightening, simple, soothing 

bewilderment: (n) astonishment, 
quandary, confusion, surprise, 
wonder, bemusement, maze, chaos, 
jumble, mess; (adj, n) perplexity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, clarity 

biassed: (adj) prejudiced 
bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 

charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative 
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biographer: (n) writer, novelist; (v) 
fabulist; (adj) autobiographical, 
autobiographic 

biographical: (adj) biographic 
birthmark: (n) mole, blotch, nevus, 

blemish, defect, freckle, macula, 
birthmarks, strawberry mark, patch, 
beauty spot 

birthright: (n) patrimony, 
inheritance, heritage, claim, right of 
primogeniture, tradition, legacy, 
demand, due, entitlement, heirloom 

bismarck: (n) Otto Von Bismarck, 
prince Otto Eduard Leopold Von 
Bismarck, prince Otto Von 
Bismarck, Von Bismarck, capital of 
north Dakota 

biting: (adj, v) acute, acrid, sarcastic, 
sharp, acrimonious, pungent, 
severe, cutting; (adj) acid, bitter, 
barbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
blunt, kind, bland, nice, soothing, 
sweet, hot, complimentary, faint, 
sympathetic 

bitten: (adj) stung, rabid, annoyed; 
(v) smitten 

blacken: (v) asperse, bespatter, 
malign, denigrate, cloud, darken, 
defame, calumniate, stain, libel, 
tarnish. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
compliment, glorify, honor, 
brighten, praise, lighten 

blackguard: (n) ruffian, rogue, dog, 
rascal, heel, hound, cad; (adj) base, 
vile; (v) vituperate, revile 

blackguardism: (adj) misbehavior, 
brutality, rowdyism 

blackmail: (n) threat, extortion, bribe, 
racketeering, hush money, exaction, 
fraud; (v) force, extort, blackjack, 
coerce 

blackmailer: (n) extortionist, 
malefactor, outlaw, felon, crook, 
racketeer, criminal 

blague: (v) gas; (n) falsehood 
blankly: (adj, adv) inanely, 

vacuously, expressionlessly; (adv) 
emptily, hollowly, voidly, cleanly, 
impassively, stupidly, whitely, 
inexpressively. ANTONYM: (adv) 
brightly 

blasphemy: (n) profanity, 
desecration, violation, profanation, 
oath, irreverence, curse, 
profaneness, discourtesy, cursing, 
insult. ANTONYMS: (n) adoration, 
respect, reverence 

blatant: (adj) barefaced, open, noisy, 
strident, patent, brazen, flagrant, 
impudent, explicit, loud, blazing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) concealed, 
hidden, furtive, inconspicuous, 

unobtrusive, subtle, quiet, silent, 
veiled, doubtful, ashamed 

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, 
enhance, improve; (n) health, boon, 
bounty 

blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad 

blinder: (n) blind, winker, screen, 
blinded, blinker 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, 
blindfold, unsightedly, 
inconsiderately, ignorantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
carefully, considerately, purposely 

blindness: (n) cecity, sightlessness, 
ablepsy, ignorance, prestriction, 
excecation, cataract, fog, anopia; 
(adj, n) darkness; (adj) anopsy 

bliss: (n) happiness, joy, ecstasy, 
pleasure, paradise, blessedness, 
felicity, elation, beatitude, heaven, 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
sorrow, agony, grief, anguish, 
sadness, suffering, gloom, hell, 
dissatisfaction 

blizzard: (n) tempest, storm, 
snowfall, gale, norther, vendaval, 
khamsin, foehn, Chinook, wuther, 
squall 

blockade: (v) block, besiege, 
beleaguer, obstruct, block off, siege, 
hinder; (n, v) barricade, bar; (n) clog, 
closure. ANTONYMS: (n) breach, 
break; (v) open, encourage 

blond: (adj, v) fair; (adj, n) blonde; 
(adj) light, flaxen, pale, creamy; (n) 
someone, soul, somebody, person; 
(v) to stick together. ANTONYM: 
(adj) brunet 

bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, 
sanguine, rosy, bloody, florid, 
caring, lively 

bloodshed: (n) blood, slaughter, 
massacre, bloodletting, murder, 
killing, homicide, gore, bloodbath, 
fighting, battue. ANTONYM: (n) 
friendliness 

bloodthirsty: (adj) murderous, brutal, 
bloody, barbarous, cruel, savage, 
fierce, ferocious, violent, 
slaughterous, sanguineous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

bluebeard: (n) gallant, gay deceiver, 

Don Juan, adulterer, goat, intrigant, 
Lothario, seducer, fornicator, 
paillard, whoremonger 

bluefish: (n) percoid 
bluff: (v) beguile, delude, blague; (n) 

bravado, cheat, hill; (adj) rough, 
direct, blunt, candid; (adj, n) peak. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, honesty; (v) 
reveal, guide; (adj) roundabout, 
suave, subtle, hesitant 

blunder: (n, v) mistake, stumble, slip, 
botch; (adj, n) fault; (n) error, gaffe, 
trip; (v) fail, fumble; (adj, n, v) miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) succeed, correct, 
accomplish, achieve; (n) 
achievement 

blundering: (adj) clumsy, tactless, 
inept, maladroit, ungainly, 
unthinking, ridiculous, obtuse, 
oblivious, lumbering, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
sensitive, dexterous 

blunted: (adj) dulled, rounded, 
beaten, benumbed, dunted, duller 

bluntly: (adv) frankly, directly, 
rudely, bluffly, coarsely, 
forthrightly, candidly, curtly, 
brusquely, gruffly, openly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deceitfully, 
hesitantly, indirectly, guardedly, 
politely 

blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 
crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness 

boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, 
gasconade, show off, rodomontade, 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (n) 
arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deprecation; (v) downplay, lack 

boer: (n) Afrikander, Afrikaner 
boniface: (n) Amphitryon, host, 

innkeeper 
boorish: (adj) loutish, vulgar, 

churlish, gruff, discourteous, rough, 
rude, crude, unrefined, coarse, 
barbaric. ANTONYMS: (adj) gallant, 
refined, cultured, courteous, 
charming, sophisticated, humane 

bordeaux: (n) Bordeaux mixture, 
Bordeaux wine 

bordering: (adj) abutting, adjoining, 
conterminous, contiguous, frontier, 
next, neighboring, nearby, near, 
approximate, fringent 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bottomless: (adj) limitless, infinite, 
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deep, unlimited, profound, 
immeasurable, fathomless, 
boundless, unfounded, groundless, 
unplumbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, bottomed, limited, 
restricted 

boulevard: (n) road, path, highway, 
street, way, thoroughfare, Main 
Street, lane, concourse, parkway, 
walkway 

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, 
circumscribed, constrained. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, 
unconfined, unlimited, free 

bounding: (n) jumping, confinement; 
(v) confine, salient; (adj) terminal, 
moving, subsultory 

bovine: (adj) stolid, animal, crass, 
canine, fishy, vaccine, feline, 
lumbering, slothful; (n) ox, cattle 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive 

boyish: (adj) young, puerile, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mature 

braced: (adj) prepared, buttressed, 
firm 

branded: (adj) identified, known, 
proprietary, recognized 

bravado: (n) boast, bluster, 
braggadocio, bluff, bragging, 
swagger, defiance, ostentation, 
bravery, talk, swaggering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) restraint, humility, 
modesty 

bravely: (adv) courageously, 
fearlessly, valiantly, boldly, 
intrepidly, dauntlessly, gallantly, 
audaciously, undauntedly, 
heroically, doughtily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) timidly, fearfully, execrably, 
nervously 

braving: (n) try, effort, endeavour, 
facing, attempt, confronting, coping 
with, grappling, face, tackling 

bribe: (n) bribery, boodle, lure, 
payment, payoff; (v) corrupt, fix, 
pay off, pervert, blackmail; (n, v) 
reward 

bric-a-brac: (n) knickknack 
brigand: (n) bandit, robber, outlaw, 

bushranger, thug, thief, Bedouin, 
burglar, desperado, gangster, dacoit 

brilliancy: (n, v) brightness; (n) 
brilliance, lustre, luster, splendor, 

glitter, glory, radiance, splendour; 
(adj, n) gorgeousness; (v) gloss 

bristled: (adj) briary, briery, barbed, 
bristling, burry, biting, burred, 
echinated, horrent, prickly, spiny 

broadway: (n) show business 
broken-hearted: (adj) despairing 
broncho: (n) bronc, cayuse, mustang 
brood: (n, v) breed; (v) sulk, think, 

incubate; (n) offspring, issue, 
progeny, young, posterity, family; 
(adj, n) herd. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reassure, delight, console 

brooding: (adj) pondering, 
thoughtful, contemplative, hatching, 
meditative, pensive, wistful; (v) 
brewing, batching; (n) chick 
management, parturition. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
cheerful 

brooks: (n) streams, Brookes, van 
Wyck Brooks 

brougham: (n) rig, sedan, coach, 
landau, equipage, carriage, 
barouche, break, curricle, mail 
phaeton, phaeton 

brownian: (n) Bryanite, Bible 
Christian 

browning: (n) cooking, John Moses 
browning, Robert browning, 
Elizabeth Barrett browning, 
toasting, burnishing 

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 
viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity 

brutally: (adv) fiercely, ferociously, 
cruelly, savagely, viciously, 
pitilessly, mercilessly, barbarically, 
rudely, inhumanly, ruthlessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humanely, 
kindly, nicely, peacefully, 
attentively, mercifully, tamely 

brutus: (n) Marcus Junius Brutus 
bubbling: (adj) sparkling, bubbly, 

frothy, foamy, sparkly, spumous, 
effervescing, fizzy, foaming; (n) 
solvent popping, effervescence 

buck: (n) dollar, stag, beau, boar, 
greenback, exquisite, fop, clam, hart; 
(v) charge; (n, v) buck jump. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conform, 
surrender; (n) female, girl 

bucking: (n) slashing, contradiction 
buckle: (n, v) clasp, warp; (v) curve, 

crumple, distort, fasten; (adj, n) 

button; (n) screw, hook, fastener; 
(adj) strap. ANTONYMS: (v) 
unbuckle, flatten, smooth, straighten 

buffalo: (n) American bison, bison 
bison, anoa, American buffalo, zebu, 
yak, metropolis, Cape buffalo, city; 
(v) cow, bully 

buggy: (adj) nutty, kooky, loony, 
loopy, balmy; (n) cart, pushchair, 
trap, truck, pram, random 

bulky: (adj) large, unwieldy, great, 
huge, ample, fat, extensive, 
corpulent, heavy, gross; (adj, adv) 
portly. ANTONYMS: (adj) compact, 
manageable, thin, insubstantial, 
miniature, tiny, wieldy, slight, light, 
slim 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness 

bundled: (adj) wrapped 
bunker: (n) dugout, trap, 

fortification, pillbox, sand trap, 
military post, menhaden, 
exceptional emergency system, 
foxhole, locker, cellaret 

bunyan: (n) John Bunyan, Paul 
Bunyan 

burgundy: (adj, n) red; (n) Chablis, 
burgundy wine, Bourgogne; (adj) 
crimson, dark red, maroon, reddish 
purple, ruby, scarlet 

burke: (v) do for, subdue, inhibit, 
settle, conquer, slay, hush up, 
suppress, skirt; (n) Martha Jane 
burke, Martha Jane burk 

burly: (adj) rugged, beefy, brawny, 
strapping, hefty, muscular, husky, 
stout, strong; (adv) beefily, sturdily. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, skinny, 
thin, slim, small, anorexic, feeble, 
delicate, weak 

burr: (n) bit, birrus, bureau, burrel, 
borel, flash, pericarp; (v) pipe, 
jangle, clink, clank 

burrow: (adj, v) delve, dig, gouge, 
mine; (n, v) tunnel, earth; (n) lair, 
den, hole, cavity; (v) nestle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fill, plant 

bursar: (n) bursary, purser, treasurer, 
dealer, treasury 

bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, 
chock-full, full, complete, 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, 
detonating, crowded; (n) outbreak. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry 

butchering: (n) butchery, 
slaughtering, slaughter, mass 
murder, business, carnage, abattoir, 
business enterprise 

  



Henry Adams 499

butchery: (n, v) carnage; (n) 
bloodbath, bloodshed, massacre, 
abattoir, butchering, battue, 
slaughterhouse, shambles, killing, 
murder 

buzzed: (n) woozy; (adj) intoxicated, 
drunk 

byron: (n) Lord Byron, George 
Gordon Byron 

bystander: (n) spectator, witness, 
eyewitness, observer, beholder, 
looker-on, viewer, watcher, passer 
by, outsider, looker 

byzantine: (adj) Byzantian, intricate, 
involved, convoluted, complex, 
complicated, tortuous, difficult, 
knotty, dense, labyrinthine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
simple, direct 

cabman: (n) cabdriver, cabby, 
taximan, carman, coachman, driver, 
taxi driver, hackdriver, taxidriver 

cabot: (n) Sebastian Cabot 
cadenced: (adj) rhythmic, metrical, 

cadent, musical 
caesar: (n) dictator, Gaius Julius 

Caesar, Julius Caesar, king 
caged: (adj) jailed, imprisoned, 

incarcerated, confined, enslaved, in 
prison, behind bars, restrained, 
trapped, locked up 

cain: (v) matador, garroter, thug, 
bravo, assassin, sabreur, terrorist, 
Moloch, cutthroat, slayer, butcher 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calculating: (adj) scheming, sly, 
shrewd, crafty, calculative, wily, 
wary, discreet, devious; (n) 
calculation; (adj, v) wise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncalculating, 
unassuming, reckless, artless, rash, 
guileless, candid, unconscious 

calculator: (v) counter, arithmetician, 
mathematician; (n) computer, 
adding machine, abacus, reckoner, 
estimator, actuary, abacist, adder 

calibre: (n) bore, size, quality, level, 
diam, dimension, nature, inferiority, 
grade, diameter, degree 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

calvin: (n) John Calvin, Melvin 
Calvin, Jean Chauvin 

calvinistic: (adj) Calvinist 
camaraderie: (n) companionship, 

fellowship, friendship, friendliness, 
closeness, familiarity, sociability, 
association, brotherhood, fraternity, 
amity. ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
dislike, antagonism, coldness, 
enmity, animosity 

cambrian: (n) Cambrian period, 
American, aboriginal, Caledonian; 
(adj, n) welsh; (adj) Precambrian 

camel: (adj, n) beige; (n) Camel's hair, 
elephant, llama, artiodactyl 
mammal; (adj) Manila, fawn 

candid: (adj) blunt, outspoken, 
ingenuous, direct, sincere, open, 
forthright, artless, equitable, honest, 
guileless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scheming, tricky, artful, deceitful, 
dishonest, guarded, indirect, 
insincere, inhibited, disingenuous, 
evasive 

candidacy: (n) campaigning, 
campaign, cause, crusade, drive, 
effort, movement, nomination, 
candidateship, bell ringing, political 
campaign 

candor: (adj, n) honesty, sincerity, 
truth, abandon, fidelity, 
uprightness; (n) frankness, integrity, 
fairness, candidness, outspokenness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfairness, 
indirectness, deception, 
doublespeak, delicacy, conformity, 
caution, tact 

cane: (n, v) scourge, whip; (v) flog, 
beat, birch, thrash, lash; (n) stick, 
bat, rattan, twig 

canning: (n) packing, preservation, 
tinning, can filling, canning process 

canny: (adj) wary, astute, adroit, 
artful, circumspect, discreet, 
cunning, crafty, sharp, cagy, cagey. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, foolish, 
inept, unsophisticated, careless 

cant: (n) jargon, lingo, slang, 
vernacular, argot; (n, v) bank, tilt, 
bias, incline; (adj, n) bevel; (v) list 

canvass: (n, v) campaign, discuss; (n) 
review; (v) beg, examine, scrutinize, 
view, agitate, inspect, survey, study. 
ANTONYM: (v) neglect 

capillary: (n) capillary vessel, tubing, 
capillary tubing, artery, blood 
vessel, vein, thinner; (adj) 
capilliform, hairlike 

capitalistic: (adj) bourgeois 
capitol: (v) castle, fortress, citadel, 

dungeon, keep, donjon; (n) Capitol 
building, booker Taliaferro 

Washington, American capital, 
capital of the united States, 
Washington 

capitulation: (n) submission, 
yielding, cession, deference, fall, 
loss, giving up, resignation, 
summary, obedience, compliance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) victory, resistance 

capote: (n) calash, topcoat, surcoat, 
overcoat, greatcoat, cloak, cape, 
coat, hooded cloak, hooded coat 

capped: (adj) crowned 
captious: (adj, n, v) critical; (adj) 

peevish, cantankerous, irritable, 
hypercritical, faultfinding, 
fastidious, fretful, querulous, 
caviling; (adj, n) exacting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) praising, 
commendatory, complimentary, 
encouraging, flattering 

captivating: (adj, v) enchanting, 
charming, engaging; (adj) attractive, 
absorbing, alluring, bewitching, 
delightful, engrossing, lovely, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
repellent, boring, unpleasant, 
unappealing, forgettable, annoying 

carbine: (n) rifle, escopette, caliver, 
firelock, fusil, musketry, musket, 
fowling piece 

carlyle: (n) Thomas Carlyle 
carnage: (n, v) slaughter, havoc; (n) 

bloodshed, bloodbath, murder, 
massacre, holocaust, slaying, battue, 
killing, mass murder 

carriages: (n) carriage 
carrion: (n) carcass, offal, dead body, 

corpse, filth, ket, any filth, caroigne; 
(adj) garbage 

carte: (n) card, bill of fare, bill, quarte, 
batting order, carte du jour, calling 
card, board, a LA carte 

cashier: (n) accountant, receiver, 
teller, paymaster, almoner; (v) 
discard, reject, discharge, shed, 
dismiss, displace. ANTONYMS: (v) 
designate, hire, name 

caspian: (n) Caspian Sea 
cassius: (n) Gaius Cassius Longinus, 

Cassius Longinus 
castanets: (n) bones, maraca, finger 

cymbals, clappers 
casuistry: (n) evasion, quibble, 

perversion, sophistry, line, jesuitry, 
ethics, polity, fallacy, legerdemain, 
probabilism 

cataclysm: (n) disaster, upheaval, 
catastrophe, tragedy, wreck, deluge, 
wrack, flood, earthquake, 
misfortune, bouleversement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) miracle, boon 

catalpa: (n) bonavist, bean tree 
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catastrophe: (n) disaster, adversity, 
tragedy, cataclysm, misfortune, bale, 
denouement, misery, misadventure, 
woe, finale. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
miracle, wonder, success 

catastrophic: (adj) calamitous, fatal, 
harmful, ruinous, tragical, fateful, 
heartrending, tragic, blasting, costly, 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, fortunate 

categorical: (adj, v) unqualified, 
absolute, distinct, definite, flat, 
positive, emphatic, unequivocal; 
(adj) unconditional, explicit, 
downright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
qualified, tentative, ambiguous, 
conditional, dubious, vague, 
implied, accommodating, 
unconvincing, uncertain 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence 
celestial: (adj) ethereal, divine, 

supernal, angelic, holy, sacred, 
astronomical, unworldly, 
superlunary, from on high; (n) 
heaven. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, mortal 

cellini: (n) Benvenuto Cellini 
cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; 

(n) subunit, rupee, red cent, centime 
centigrade: (adj) c, a hundred 
centralization: (n) concentration, 

absorption, amalgamation, 
blending, union, integration, 
consolidation, centralism, 
coalescence, unification, synthesis 

cerebral: (adj) mental, rational, 
cacuminal, noetic, encephalic, 
thoughtful, studious, reasonable, 
psychological, psychic, learned. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) physical, 
intuitive 

ceremonial: (n) ceremony, 
observance, rite, service, liturgy, 
formality, etiquette, observation; 
(adj) formal, solemn, official. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unstructured, 
relaxed, casual 

cession: (n) surrender, transfer, 
capitulation, circumincession, 
abandonment, dispensation, 
relinquishing, abdication, 
relinquishment, concession, 
resignation 

cesspool: (n) drain, septic tank, sink, 
sump, cistern, latrine, night soil; 
(adj) cess 

chandler: (n) dealer, merchant, 
trader, maker, shaper, salesman, 
retailer, candlemaker, monger, 
Raymond Thornton chandler, 
Raymond chandler 

chaotic: (adj) messy, hectic, 

disorganized, confused, wild, 
turbulent, untidy, disordered, 
haphazard, cluttered; (adj, adv) 
topsy-turvy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
orderly, organized, calm, systematic, 
harmonized, ordered, tidy, sensible, 
peaceful, mellow 

charger: (n) horse, battery charger, 
steed, mount, courser, war horse, 
loader, hack, roadster, warhorse, 
destrier 

chariot: (n) car, wagon, carriage, 
waggon, vehicle, wain, equipage, 
char 

charlemagne: (n) Charles I 
charmed: (adj) enchanted, delighted, 

fascinated, spellbound, entranced, 
captive, beguiled, infatuated, 
absorbed, enamored, captive hours 

charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels 
chartreuse: (n) liqueur, greenness, 

viridity, pea green, yellowish green, 
yellow green; (adj) chromatic, green 

chasm: (n) breach, gap, hiatus, gulf, 
ravine, hole, abysm, vacancy, 
canyon, aperture, emptiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) junction, closure 

chatter: (n, v) babble, gossip, prattle, 
gab, cackle, natter; (adj, n, v) jabber; 
(adj, v) prate, palaver; (v) blabber, 
patter. ANTONYM: (v) drawl 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter 

checkmate: (n, v) mate, match; (v) 
check, defeat, trounce; (n) deadlock, 
victory, thrashing; (adj) trump, 
upset, nonplus 

cheerily: (adv) merrily, pleasantly, 
cheerfully, joyfully, gaily, brightly, 
happily, mirthfully, jovially, 
sunnily, blithely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) nastily, sulkily, seriously, 
miserably, sadly 

cheery: (adj) bright, joyful, jovial, 
buoyant, sunny, gay, genial, glad, 
upbeat, vivacious, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, depressing, 
miserable, funereal, unwelcoming, 
unfriendly, serious, dull, downbeat, 
down, troubled 

chestnut: (adj, n) auburn, 
commonplace; (n) chestnut tree, 
sweet chestnut, wood, anecdote, 
joke, banality; (adj) bay, trite, 
castaneous 

chickens: (n) Galliformes, order 
Galliformes 

childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, 

young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded 

childlike: (adj) ingenuous, simple, 
babyish, young, innocent, pure, 
unsophisticated, juvenile, immature, 
childly, childish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
old, untrusting, experienced, 
cunning, complicated, jaded, 
worldly 

chimneys: (n) chimney 
chivalry: (n) gallantry, knighthood, 

generosity, courtesy, knight service, 
courtliness, knight errantry, 
principle, valiance; (adj, n) heroism; 
(adj) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impoliteness, dishonor, discourtesy, 
cowardice 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure 

choking: (n) strangulation, throttling, 
slugging, asphyxiation; (adj) 
suffocative, suffocating, smothering, 
breathless, clogging, bitter, blinding 

chronicle: (n, v) register, list, log, 
report; (n) account, story, annals, 
history, narrative, roll; (v) date 

churchman: (n) clergyman, 
ecclesiastic, chaplain, parson, pastor, 
minister, priest, cleric, clergy, rector, 
hierophant 

cicero: (n) orator, rhetorician, solon, 
speechmaker, statesman, pica, 
Marcus Tullius Cicero; (v) 
Demosthenes 

ciceronian: (v) Tullian; (adj) correct, 
attic, classical, polished, elegant 

cigar: (n) cheroot, cigars, smoke, 
cigarette, corona, panatela, 
panetella, segar, cigarillo 

cinched: (adj) decided, assured, 
open-and-shut, prepared 

cinders: (n) cinder, dust, ash, flue 
dust, powder, residue, slag; (adj) 
mother, scoriae, precipitate 

circuitous: (adj) roundabout, 
winding, devious, tortuous, 
meandering, oblique, complicated, 
labyrinthine, crooked, collateral, 
circumlocutional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, direct 

circulated: (adj) disseminated, 
diffuse, dispersed, distributed 

circumcised: (adj) unforeskinned, less 
circumference: (n) circuit, border, 

perimeter, boundary, periphery, 
outline, brim, compass, circle, edge, 
rim. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
inside, interior, center 

civility: (n) politeness, courtesy, 
comity, attention, propriety, 
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affability, amenity, cultivation, 
complaisance, courteousness, 
civilization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rudeness, incivility, coarseness 

civilized: (adj) civil, refined, polite, 
civilised, cultivated, educated, 
courteous, urbane, kind, gentle, 
genteel. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncouth, noncivilized, discourteous, 
loutish, rude, inhumane, wild 

civilly: (adv) politely, respectfully, 
graciously, complaisantly, urbanely, 
polishedly, considerately, 
domestically, genteelly, obligingly, 
refinedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
abruptly, uncivilly 

clamor: (n, v) outcry, cry, clamour, 
hullabaloo, roar, shout; (n) noise, 
racket, uproar, exclamation, 
hubbub. ANTONYMS: (n) silence, 
serenity, tranquility; (v) whisper, 
mutter 

clamorous: (adj) noisy, blatant, loud, 
boisterous, insistent, exigent, urgent, 
obstreperous, strident; (adj, v) 
clamant, importunate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) tranquil 

clarence: (n) whisky, Victoria, 
phaeton, mail phaeton, landau, 
drag, coach, chariot, brougham, 
break, barouche 

claret: (v) cider, Brazil tea, ice water; 
(n) blood, red wine, Bordeaux, red; 
(adj) dark red, burgundy, cherry, 
crimson 

classicism: (adj, n) classicalism; (adj) 
atticism; (n) humanities, 
neoclassicism, arts. ANTONYM: (n) 
romanticism 

classify: (n, v) arrange, sort, order, 
organize; (v) categorize, separate, 
assort, sort out, distinguish, rank, 
group. ANTONYMS: (v) disorder, 
disorganize, disarrange, lump 

cleanliness: (n) tidiness, neatness, 
chastity, wont, trait, hygiene, 
sanitation, purity, clarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dirtiness, 
impurity, squalor, uncleanliness, 
grime 

clergyman: (n) minister, chaplain, 
priest, pastor, churchman, preacher, 
parson, rector, dominie, vicar; (adj) 
divine. ANTONYMS: (n) layman, 
layperson 

clergymen: (n) clergyman 
clerkship: (n) office 
climacteric: (n) change of life, 

menopause, turning point; (adj) 
critical, anility, declining years, 
decrepitude, grand climacteric, 
hoary age, superannuation, 

desperate 
cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, 

hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, 
repel, unfasten 

clique: (n) clan, faction, set, circle, 
gang, coterie, ring, group, band, 
knot, assembly 

clocks: (n) alfilaria, alfileria, 
storksbill, pin clover, redstem 
storksbill, pin grass, filaria, filaree 

cloister: (n) abbey, priory, monastery, 
arcade, friary, piazza, nunnery, 
circus, veranda; (v) encircle, insulate 

closet: (n) cupboard, cubicle, cell, 
latrine, bathroom, wardrobe, water 
closet; (adj) clandestine, 
confidential, secret, private. 
ANTONYM: (adj) open 

clothe: (v) dress, cover, garb, apparel, 
clad, vest, arrange, deck, invest, 
wrap; (n, v) attire. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reveal, strip, uncover 

clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) 
gloomy, dark, overcast, obscure, 
blurred, foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; 
(v) cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
clear 

clumsy: (adj) bumbling, bungling, 
cumbersome, unwieldy, rude, inept, 
inapt, maladroit, gawky, unskilled, 
wooden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, dexterous, clever, skillful, 
deft, adroit, elegant, coordinated, 
expert, athletic, agile 

coagulated: (adj) curdled, thick, 
viscous, congealed, heavy, 
gelatinous, gooey, glutinous, crudy, 
curdy, syrupy 

coarseness: (n) grossness, indelicacy, 
inelegance, indecency, vulgarism, 
commonness, rudeness, inferiority, 
crudeness, crudity, awkwardness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delicacy, purity, 
refinement, smoothness, 
sophistication, tastefulness, civility, 
grace, propriety, decency 

cocoanut: (n) coco, cocoa-nut, 
coconut palm, coco palm, cocoa 
palm 

codfish: (n) burbot, gadoid, Atlantic 
cod, codling, cusk, eelpout, ling, 
scrod 

coerced: (adj) bound 
coercion: (n) force, compulsion, 

duress, pressure, restraint, threat, 
terrorism, extortion, enforcement, 
intimidation, violence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wish, volition, 
liberty 

coercive: (adj) compelling, 
compulsory, compulsive, forcible, 

mandatory, coercitive, violent, 
powerful, obligatory, domineering, 
coactive 

cogs: (n) teeth, moving parts, 
workings, works, mechanism, 
device, cost of goods sold 

cohesion: (n) continuity, coherence, 
consistency, adherence, conjunction, 
incorporation, cohesiveness, 
adhesion, conjugation, association, 
linkage. ANTONYM: (n) 
incoherence 

coinage: (n) currency, money, 
mintage, coins, specie, invention, 
coining, word, contrivance, 
fabrication, formation 

collateral: (n) warranty, guarantee, 
mortgage, guaranty, security, 
pledge, bond; (adj) secondary, 
indirect, oblique, subsidiary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) primary, chief, 
fundamental, principal, lineal 

collectivism: (n) sovietism, Leninism, 
Marxism, Bolshevism, ideology 

collectivist: (adj) socialist, 
communalist, collectivistic, 
collectivised, collective, communist; 
(n) leftist. ANTONYM: (adj) 
capitalist 

collegian: (n) college man, college 
boy, collegiate, educatee, student, 
pupil, college student, graduate, 
academician, postgraduate 

collegiate: (adj) academic, scholastic; 
(n) college, collegian, varsity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mature, worldly 

colliding: (adj) collisive 
collie: (n) Colley 
collier: (n) pitman, lighter, coaler, 

miner, mineworker, whaler, coaster, 
coal getter, slaver 

collusion: (n) plot, intrigue, 
complicity, cahoot, agreement, 
agreed simulation, circumvention, 
deceit, trick, cabal, conspiracy 

cologne: (n) Koln, eau de Cologne, 
scent, fragrance, essence, eau de 
toilette, Cologne water 

colonnade: (n) arcade, circus, 
construction, structure, stoa, portico, 
column, crescent, mall, peristyle, 
piazza 

color: (n, v) flush, blush, tint, tinge, 
paint, stain; (adj, n, v) colour; (v) 
redden; (n) guise, complexion; (adj, 
n) tone. ANTONYMS: (v) discolor, 
pale, show, whiten, untwist, denote, 
depict, represent, blanch, blench 

colorado: (adj) Arizona, California, 
southwestern; (n) carbon dioxide, 
carbonic acid gas, Centennial State, 
cobalt, Co 
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colored: (adj) chromatic, black, 
tinged, tinted, colorful, dyed, 
coloured, partial, dark, bleached, 
biased. ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, 
white, uncolored, unbiased, pale, 
objective, honest, genuine, real 

coloring: (n) color, paint, coloration, 
tint, colouring, dye, complexion, 
pigment, colour, dyeing, colouration 

colors: (n) flag, colours, paints, 
banner, color, colour, ensign, 
pigment, tint, dye, paint 

colt: (n) novice, filly, foal, calf, horse, 
beginner, kitten, pup, fledgling, 
freshman, greenhorn 

columbia: (n) Columbia river, 
Columbia university, United States 

columbus: (n) Cristobal colon, 
Cristoforo Colombo 

combative: (adj) aggressive, 
pugnacious, argumentative, 
bellicose, agonistic, warlike, 
agonistical, martial, quarrelsome, 
fighting; (adj, v) contentious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compromising, 
pacifistic, passive, peaceful, 
peaceable 

comet: (n) Ariel, iris, Dendrocometes, 
celestial body 

comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed 

comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences 

comical: (adj) funny, comic, 
laughable, absurd, humorous, 
ridiculous, zany, droll, jocose, 
grotesque, jocular. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tragic, sad, grave, solemn, 
unfunny, dull, sensible 

commanding: (adj) imperative, 
imperious, peremptory, bossy, 
imposing, ascendant, compelling, 
magnificent; (adj, n) grand, 
impressive; (adv) commandingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, 
unassertive, indecisive, 
unimpressive, insignificant, 
subservient 

commissariat: (n) provisions, 
nutrient, victual, food, provender, 
comestible, alimentation, aliment, 
victuals, larder 

commodore: (n) skipper, lieutenant, 
master, mate, commissioned naval 
officer, perry, commander 

commoner: (n) burgher, layman, 
plebeian, common man, common 
person, proletary, proletaire, 
democrat, roturier, republican, pleb 

commonplace: (adj, v) trite, 
hackneyed; (adj) banal, ordinary, 
humdrum, common, average, plain, 

mundane, dull; (n) platitude. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinary, 
unusual, exceptional, infrequent, 
rare, romantic, uncommon, weird; 
(n) deepness, profundity, 
profoundness 

communicating: (n) communication, 
intercommunication, suasion, 
expression, transmission, 
examination, intercourse, 
dramaturgy; (v) communicate; (adj) 
communicant, dramaturgic 

companionship: (n) company, 
society, fellowship, camaraderie, 
partnership, friendship, fraternity, 
amity, coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude 

compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, 
necessitate, enforce, command, 
oblige, require, make, obligate, 
press. ANTONYMS: (v) impede, 
deter, check, block, request, prevent 

compelling: (adj) forcible, effective, 
forceful, captivating, commanding, 
powerful, stringent, convincing, 
fascinating, compulsive, cogent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, boring, 
unconvincing, dull, repellent 

completeness: (n) thoroughness, 
entirety, fullness, entireness, unity, 
integrality, plenitude, 
comprehensiveness, perfection, 
totality, wholeness. ANTONYM: (n) 
incompleteness 

complicate: (v) perplex, confuse, 
intricate, aggravate, embrangle, 
entangle, involved, muddle, tangle, 
puzzle, snarl. ANTONYMS: (v) 
simplify, explain, resolve, assist 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) 
laud, flattery, applaud, greet, 
adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle 

composing: (v) compose, comprise, 
constitute; (adj, v) component; (n) 
composition, arranging, 
arrangement, placement, makeup, 
constitution, manufacturing 

comprehend: (v) grasp, catch, see, 
comprise, appreciate, feel, sense, 
apperceive, read; (adj, v) 
understand; (n, v) embrace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mistake, 
misapprehend, exclude, 
misunderstand, misconceive 

compulsion: (n) force, enforcement, 
urge, constraint, pressure, restraint, 

necessity, duress, obligation, 
requirement, oppression. 
ANTONYMS: (n) persuasion, 
coaxing, disinclination 

compulsive: (adj) compulsory, 
neurotic, forced, obligatory, forcible, 
compelling, fascinating; (n) 
somebody, person, someone, soul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
independent, boring, dull 

comte: (n) count, Isidore Auguste 
Marie Francois comte, Auguste 
comte 

concealing: (n) covering, 
concealment, burial, stealing, 
stealth, screening, burying, 
screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive 

concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation 

conceivable: (adj) imaginable, 
thinkable, believable, 
comprehensible, likely, earthly, 
potential, credible, plausible, 
cogitable, reasonable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unthinkable, difficult, 
implausible, impossible, 
unimaginable 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, 
realize, discover, cogitate, 
appreciate, invent, catch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, doubt, 
misunderstand, question, ruin 

concentric: (adj) homocentric, 
unrelieved, coaxial, axial, focal, 
azygous, umbilical 

conciliatory: (adj) complaisant, 
pacific, mollifying, propitiatory, 
friendly, appeasing, conciliating, 
compromising, pacificatory, 
assuaging, quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
provocative, challenging, hostile, 
aggressive, stubborn, bellicose, 
belligerent, fighting, antagonizing, 
uncompromising, antagonistic 

conclave: (n) congress, caucus, 
convocation, meeting, vestry, 
consistory, conventicle, convention, 
synod, gathering, conference 

conclusive: (adj) decisive, 
undeniable, definitive, certain, 
definite, crucial, indisputable, 
ultimate; (adj, prep) cogent; (adj, v) 
unanswerable, determinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indecisive, 
uncertain, dubious, unconfirmed, 
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indefinite, questionable, iffy, 
opening, unconvincing, provisional 

concord: (n) agreement, accordance, 
unity, harmony, union, unison, 
alliance, tune; (n, v) concert, peace; 
(v) agree. ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
conflict, war, disunity, disarray; (v) 
disagree 

concur: (v) accede, accord, assent, 
acquiesce, consent, accept, yield, 
concede, comply, admit; (n, v) 
coincide. ANTONYMS: (v) disagree, 
altercate, dispute, argue, resist, 
object, oppose, diverge, conflict 

condemning: (adj) inculpative, 
censorious, inculpatory, critical; (n) 
conviction, reproachful 

condensed: (adj) concise, 
compressed, concentrated, succinct, 
compact, summary, compendious, 
short, shortened; (adj, v) condense; 
(n) tabloid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
loose, uncondensed, diluted, 
expanded, convoluted, long 

condolence: (n) compassion, pity, 
sympathy, condolement, 
condolences, lamentation, mercy, 
mourning, acknowledgement, 
solace, acknowledgment. 
ANTONYM: (n) congratulation 

condottiere: (n) irregular, partisan, 
soldier of fortune, vetturino, guerilla 

confederacy: (n) coalition, 
confederation, federation, 
association, union, conspiracy, 
cabal, combination, league, merger, 
faction. ANTONYM: (n) divergence 

confederate: (n) accomplice, 
accessory, partner, collaborator, 
colleague, assistant; (n, v) ally, 
auxiliary; (adj) allied; (v) league, 
conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) 
opponent, foe, enemy, adversary 

confer: (v) give, accord, award, 
afford, grant, discuss, converse, 
consult, show; (n, v) talk; (adj, v) 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withdraw, deny, dishonor, retrieve, 
take 

confessing: (v) confess 
confessions: (n) confession, life, 

journal, fortunes, personal narrative, 
memoir, experiences, biography 

confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father 

confidant: (n) confidante, buddy, 
friend, repository, confident, pal, 
fidus Achates, crony, bosom friend, 
fiduciary, privado 

confidentially: (adv) privately, 
closely, privily, intimately, 

familiarly, personally, clandestinely, 
in secret, in private, surreptitiously, 
occultly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
publicly, openly, familiarly, 
commonly 

confinement: (n, v) childbirth, 
delivery; (n) detention, custody, 
restraint, internment, prison, labor, 
containment, incarceration, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, death, 
liberation 

conflicting: (adj) repugnant, 
opposed, incompatible, clashing, 
inconsistent, opposite, contrary, 
divergent, adverse, paradoxical; (v) 
antagonistic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
consistent, compatible, parallel, 
peaceful, harmonious, 
corresponding, agreeing, agreeable, 
congruous 

confounded: (adj) bemused, 
accursed, execrable, baffled, cursed, 
befuddled, confused, puzzled, 
aghast, perplexed; (adj, v) abashed 

confuse: (v) baffle, confound, 
muddle, jumble, agitate, disconcert, 
derange, obscure, blur, disturb; (adj, 
v) perplex. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enlighten, elucidate, explain, 
simplify, distinguish, organize, 
soothe, sharpen, order, straighten, 
encourage 

confusedly: (adv) obscurely, 
disorderedly, perplexedly, cloudily, 
dazedly, befuddledly, muddily, 
bemusedly, dizzily, bewilderedly, 
puzzledly 

congenital: (adj) natural, inborn, 
inherent, indigenous, constitutional, 
connate, native, instinctive, born; (n) 
implanted by nature, in the grain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, 
acquired, contracted 

conglomerate: (v) amass, accumulate, 
cumulate, pile up, gather; (n) 
pudding stone, group, agglomerate, 
conglomeration, firm; (adj, n) 
complex. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
individual, separate 

congratulation: (n) compliment, 
greeting, congratulate, 
congratulations, acknowledgement, 
gratulation, acknowledgment 

congressman: (n) representative, 
assemblyman, legislator, rep, 
delegate, congresswoman 

connecticut: (n) computed axial 
tomography, computed 
tomography, computerized axial 
tomography, Connecticut river, 
Constitution state, cat, Nutmeg State 

connecting: (n) concatenation, 

assembly, attachment, connection, 
connexion, joining, coupling, 
junction, fastening, articulation; 
(adj) connected 

connivance: (n) complicity, tacit 
consent, acquiescence, conspiracy, 
plot, connivency, commendation, 
involvement, approval, 
responsibility, secret approval 

connoisseur: (n) critic, authority, 
specialist, expert, cognoscenti, 
savant, scholar, gourmet, arbiter, 
epicurean; (v) judge. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dabbler, tyro 

conquering: (adj) triumphant, 
winning, overcoming, glorious, 
proud, successful; (n) conquest, 
seizure, reverse, subjection, 
subjugation 

conscientious: (adj) scrupulous, 
painstaking, honest, thorough, 
meticulous, dutiful, close, 
principled, strict; (adj, v) ethical, 
moral. ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unconscientious, immoral, 
irresponsible, unscrupulous, 
conscienceless, corrupt, dishonest, 
inexact, slack, slipshod 

conscientiously: (adv) carefully, 
thoroughly, painstakingly, 
faithfully, religiously, meticulously, 
dutifully, assiduously, closely, 
diligently, industriously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) irresponsibly, 
hastily 

consenting: (adj) agreeable, yielding, 
submissive, consentant, compliant, 
affirmative, accepting; (v) 
complying, chosen 

conservatism: (n) Toryism, 
temperance, conservatism principle, 
maintenance, prudence concept, 
reaction, support 

considerate: (adj, n) thoughtful, 
benevolent, nice, gentle, 
sympathetic, humane; (adj) 
magnanimous, kind, polite, delicate, 
discreet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, thoughtless, tactless, 
inconsiderate, selfish, rude, unkind, 
unforgiving, offhand, disrespectful, 
unsympathetic 

consolidating: (n) consolidation, 
compilation 

consoling: (adj) consolatory, 
cheering, encouraging, grateful, 
reassuring, soothing, calming; (n) 
encouragement. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upsetting 

consort: (n, v) associate, husband; (n) 
companion; (v) agree, affiliate, 
assort, accord, mix, keep company, 
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socialize, group. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disagree, estrange, differ, dissociate, 
avoid; (n) foe, rival, antagonist, 
enemy 

constantine: (n) Constantine the 
great, Constantine I 

constantinople: (n) Stambul, 
Stamboul 

constellation: (adj, n) galaxy; (n) 
cancer, centaur, Andromeda, 
asterism, group, zodiac, Capricorn, 
carina, Cassiopeia; (adj) star 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, 
dread, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peacefulness, composure, 
happiness, tranquility, hopefulness, 
comfort, equanimity 

constructing: (adj) building, 
edificant; (n) synthesis 

construe: (v) read, interpret, 
expound, clarify, define, illuminate, 
infer, explain, account for, analyse, 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) complicate, 
confuse, obscure, speculate 

consul: (n) diplomat, chancellor, 
legate, diplomatist, internuncio, 
nuncio, proconsul, envoy, 
ambassador, provost, warden 

consulate: (n) consulship, 
administration 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection, 
speculation, animus, deliberation; 
(n, v) study 

contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, 
pensive, wistful, meditative, 
introspective; (adj) broody, 
brooding, speculative, ruminative, 
musing; (v) museful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) shallow, vacuous, blank, 
thoughtless, disregarding, 
unreflective, satisfied 

contemptible: (adj) abject, mean, 
base, pitiful, little, worthless, 
unworthy, miserable, ignoble, 
abominable, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) estimable, 
admired, deserving, worthy, 
honorable, respectable, respectful, 
noble, generous, commendable, 
good 

contemptuous: (adj) scornful, 
disdainful, insulting, arrogant, 
proud, haughty, derisive, cynical, 
sarcastic, disrespectful; (adj, v) 
supercilious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
approving, complimentary, 
deferential, humble, polite, 
respected, admiring 

contending: (adj) contentious, 
conflicting, competitive, competing, 
competitory, combatant, 
challenging, factious, militant, 
warlike, fighting 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contentious: (adj) argumentative, 
aggressive, controversial, 
combative, belligerent, bellicose, 
quarrelsome, litigious, disputatious, 
pugnacious; (v) disputable 

contentment: (n) content, happiness, 
pleasure, fulfillment, ease, delight, 
comfort, complacency, bliss, joy, 
contentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissatisfaction, sadness, discomfort, 
discontentment, misery, 
unhappiness, displeasure, 
discontent, panic, anxiety 

contesting: (n) disputation; (adj) rival 
contradict: (v) deny, oppose, belie, 

conflict, confute, controvert, 
contravene, disprove, refute, 
invalidate, impugn. ANTONYMS: 
(v) agree, match, correspond, 
approve, corroborate, prove, 
support, reinforce 

contrasting: (adj) diverse, conflicting, 
counter, diametric, distinct, 
assorted, contrastive, dissimilar, 
incongruent, miscellaneous; (n) 
division. ANTONYMS: (adj) like, 
uniform 

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, 
dreary; (adj, v) repentant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrepentant, 
indifferent, hurtful, mean, proud, 
unremorseful 

conundrum: (n) enigma, puzzle, 
problem, mystery, brainteaser, 
charade, puzzler, logogriph, teaser, 
rebus, poser 

convertible: (adj) adaptable, 
commutable, interchangeable, 
transmutable, changeable, much at 
one; (n) car, automobile, sofa, 
security, motorcar 

conveying: (n) conveyance, delivery, 
conveyancing, conveyance of title, 
transference, transmission, convey, 
transmit, assigning, transfer, 
delegation 

convict: (adj, n) felon; (n) captive, 
con, criminal, jailbird, inmate, 
prisoner, malefactor, offender; (v) 

convince, sentence. ANTONYMS: 
(n) innocent; (v) liberate, release, 
free, exonerate, absolve, clear 

convulsion: (adj, n, v) spasm; (n) fit, 
paroxysm, commotion, attack, 
clonus, shake, seizure, upheaval, 
cramp; (adj, n) disturbance. 
ANTONYM: (n) peace 

convulsions: (n) convulsion, spasm, 
epilepsy, eclampsia, mirth 

cooperate: (v) assist, concur, co-
operate, join, unite, help, interact, 
join forces, participate, harmonize, 
agree. ANTONYMS: (v) confront, 
impede, oppose, prevent, 
undermine 

copernicus: (n) Nicolaus Copernicus 
copperhead: (n) Red viper , Red 

adder , Agkistrodon contortrix, 
elapid, traitor 

copying: (n) duplicating, duplication, 
imitation, replication, repetition, 
reproduction, tracing, repeating, 
printing, resistance; (adj) imitative 

coquetry: (v) captation, 
obsequiousness, sentimentalism, 
sycophancy, mock modesty, 
minauderie, toadeating, flunkeyism, 
prudery; (n) dalliance, invitation 

cora: (n) kore, Persephone, corah silk 
cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 

amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, 
distant, rude, uncordial, unpleasant 

cordiality: (adj, n) friendliness, 
geniality, sympathy, sociability; (n) 
hospitality, sincerity, affability, 
amity, kindness, amiability; (v) 
heartiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
frostiness, disapproval, 
disapprobation, disagreement, 
difference, misunderstanding, 
hostility, rudeness 

cordially: (adv) warmly, genially, 
kindly, sincerely, heartfeltly, 
ardently, friendly, jovially, 
earnestly, affectionately, 
harmoniously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disagreeably, frostily 

cordova: (n) Cordoba, Francisco 
Fernandez Cordoba 

cornice: (n) architrave, zoophorus, 
entablature, epistyle, framing, 
framework, pediment, projection, 
sconce; (v) furnish, provide 

cornwallis: (n) breakdown, Charles 
Cornwallis, first marquess 
Cornwallis 

correcting: (n) amendment, 
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correction, rectification, adjustment, 
compensation, reading 

corrective: (n) correct, remedy, 
antidote, device, reclamation; (adj) 
palliative, remedial, penal, 
castigatory, amendatory, healing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) damaging, 
harmful, hurtful, injurious 

correctness: (n) appropriateness, 
precision, exactness, truth, rightness, 
properness, fitness, propriety, 
justness, correctitude, veracity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
informality, impropriety, 
misconduct, wrongness, 
inappropriateness, inaccuracy, error, 
abandon, unsuitability, immorality 

correlated: (adj) correlative, linked, 
correlate, connected, associated, 
applied, simultaneous, relevant, 
concurrent. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disparate 

correspondents: (n) reporters, press, 
newspapers, journalists 

cortex: (n) cerebral cortex, rind, skin, 
coat, crust, peel, archipallium, 
cerebral mantle, integument, shuck, 
husk 

cosmic: (adj) infinite, limitless, global, 
huge, worldwide, immense, 
enormous, cosmical, measureless, 
immeasurable, vast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) limited, bounded, finite, tiny, 
small 

cossack: (n) Pandoz, Croat, boot, 
jacket, spahee, spahi 

costless: (adj) gratuitous, free, gratis, 
expenseless, adulatory, costing 
nothing, unpaid 

cottager: (n) cottar, denizen, dweller, 
inhabitant, peasant, cottier, cotter 

countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit 

counterbalance: (v) compensate, 
counteract, neutralize, countervail, 
cover, counterweigh; (n, v) 
counterpoise; (n) counterweight, 
equilibrium, poise, equilibration. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbalance, 
overbalance 

coupled: (adj) conjugate, linked, 
united, double, joined, associated, 
conjugated, attached, fixed, twin, 
paired. ANTONYM: (adj) unrelated 

courier: (n) emissary, herald, runner, 
bearer, cicerone, ambassador, envoy, 
conveyor, conveyer, carrier, valet de 
place. ANTONYMS: (n) receiver, 

sender 
courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, 

attentive, gracious, decorous, 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, 
urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, 
boorish, insulting, unmannerly, 
gruff, improper, vulgar, unhelpful, 
neglectful, graceless 

courteously: (adv) graciously, civilly, 
considerately, decorously, decently, 
gallantly, obligingly, urbanely, 
suavely, thoughtfully, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
uncooperatively, disrespectfully, 
impolitely 

courtier: (n) aristocrat, official, 
attendant, suckling 

cousinship: (n) cousin, cousinhood 
covet: (v) envy, begrudge, long, 

crave, aspire, grudge, hanker, want, 
wish for, long for, wish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, renounce, 
reject, ignore, forswear 

coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, 
poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity, 
fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, 
daring, determination 

crab: (n) cancer, grouch, Phthirius 
pubis, decapod, rowing, crosspatch, 
crayfish, grumbler, grump, 
sourpuss; (v) gripe 

cradle: (n) cot, birthplace, nursery, 
berth, crib, nest, hammock, bassinet, 
origin; (v) hold, groundwork 

crammed: (adj) packed, full, 
overcrowded, chock-full, stuffed, 
jammed, brimming, congested, 
overflowing, saturated, teeming 

crank: (n) grouch, nut, crackpot, 
conceit, quip, winch, bend, 
screwball, quirk, crosspatch; (adj) 
cranky 

craved: (adj) coveted 
crawl: (adv, v) grovel, lag; (n, v) 

clamber, climb; (v) sneak, fawn, 
cringe, teem, swarm, scramble, inch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fly, rush, hurry, 
hasten, dart, dash, lead, soothe, 
speed 

crawling: (adj, n) creeping; (n) creep, 
itch; (adj) slow, teeming, thick, 
swarming, reptant, populous, 
packed, moving 

crayon: (v) draw, color; (n) Colored 
chalk 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor 

credibly: (adv) convincingly, 
realistically, authentically, 
authenticly, probably, winningly, 
well, reasonably, persuasively, 
plausibly, belike. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unconvincingly, incredibly, 
unimaginably, implausibly 

creditable: (adj, v) reputable, 
respectable; (adj, n) meritorious; 
(adj) praiseworthy, laudable, 
worthy, admirable, believable; (n) 
estimable, dignity; (v) up to the 
mark. ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
disrespected, disgraceful, 
discreditable, lamentable, poor, 
blameworthy 

credited: (adj) accredited, accepted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial 

credo: (n) faith, belief, gospel, 
doctrine, persuasion, ism, dogma, 
principle, thinking, testament, 
statement of belief 

creek: (n) brook, cove, bay, stream, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, 
runnel, beck 

creep: (v) grovel, sneak, steal, fawn, 
lurk, truckle, cringe; (n) creeping, 
crawling, toady, sycophant. 
ANTONYMS: (v) race, dash, hasten, 
hurry, speed, fly 

creeping: (n) creep, crawl, 
locomotion, spreading; (v) lentor; 
(adj) reptile, slow, reptant, 
reptatory, serpiginous, moving 

crepe: (n, v) crape; (n) French 
pancake, pancake, battercake, crepe 
paper, marocain; (v) frizzly, wreathy 

crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, 
scarlet, maroon; (v) blush, flush, 
redden; (adj) bloody, ruddy, cherry; 
(n) deep red 

criticise: (v) comment, criminate, 
chide, berate, reprehend, knock, 
reprove, denounce, deplore, 
criticize; (adj) judge 

croak: (v) buy the farm, mutter, 
murmur, complain, conk, maunder, 
growl, perish, expire, decease; (n) 
croaking 

croft: (n) cabin, chalet, stall, hovel, 
shanty, shed, wigwam, dugout, 
farm, carafe, bothy 

cromwell: (n) Oliver Cromwell 
crookes: (n) William Crookes 
cropped: (adj) close 
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cross-purposes: (n) Mexican standoff, 
disagreement 

cross-roads: (n) intersection, crossing, 
crossroad 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding 

crowning: (adj) top, ultimate, 
topmost, complementary, final; (adj, 
v) paramount, supreme; (n) 
tapering, coronation, finishing piece; 
(v) preeminent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bathetic, indecisive 

crudely: (adv) roughly, coarsely, 
vulgarly, grossly, rawly, harshly, 
earthily, uncouthly, impolitely, 
boorishly, barbarously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) finely, decently 

cruiser: (n) squad car, valuer, yacht, 
motorboat, motorcar, powerboat, 
warship, machine, cruisers, 
destroyer, visitor 

crumble: (v) decay, shatter, perish, 
crush, fragment, decompose, fall 
apart, disintegrate, break down, 
collapse; (adj, v) crack. 
ANTONYMS: (v) build, resist 

crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; 
(v) beat, break, compress, conquer, 
stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, 
stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, 
compliment, expand, resist, submit, 
smooth 

crushing: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, destructive; (n) 
grinding, quelling, stifling, 
suppression, flattening, pressure; (v) 
shatter; (adv) crushingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, wonderful 

crystalline: (adj) limpid, transparent, 
lucid, crystal, serene, pellucid, 
crystal clear, vitreous, translucent, 
perspicuous; (v) crystallizable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noncrystalline 

crystallization: (n) crystallisation, 
crystal, crystallizing, condensation, 
chemical phenomenon, crystallurgy, 
efflorescence, formation; (adj) 
precipitation; (v) crystallize 

cubic: (adj) solid, Ternary cubic, 
cuboid, cubiform, compact. 
ANTONYM: (adj) planar 

cuckoo: (n) nut, fathead, goose, 
jackass, zany, goof, ani, coucal; (v) 
chirrup, cheep, chirp 

cuffed: (adj) slapped 
cuisine: (n) cooking, food, kitchen, 

gastronomy, meal, fare; (n, v) table; 
(v) table d'hote, ordinary, entree; 
(adj) gastronomic 

culbute: (v) cropper 
culprit: (adj, n) convict; (n) 

delinquent, accused, malefactor, 
perpetrator, transgressor, prisoner, 
sinner, offender; (adj) guilty, felon 

cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train, 
produce, polish, farm, crop, 
develop, domesticate, raise; (adj, v) 
promote. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
sterilize, brutalize, stunt, retard, 
pollute, ignore, harm, discourage 

cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, 
tame, educated, sophisticated, 
elegant, urbane, polished, 
accomplished, civil, polite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, 
uncouth, coarse, graceless 

cultivating: (adj) educating, taming, 
humanizing, calming 

cumulate: (v) conglomerate, amass, 
pile up, gather, garner, backlog, 
accrete, increase, store, lay up, drift 

cupid: (adj) Hyperion, narcissus, peri, 
Hebe, the Graces, Venus, houri; (n) 
angel, Adonis, Amor, Apollo 

curate: (n) rector, clergyman, 
minister, chaplain, pastor, 
Stipendiary curate, priest, vicar, 
incumbent, reverend, canon 

curator: (n) conservator, guardian, 
custodian, superintendent, steward, 
supervisor, patron, watchman, 
protector, caretaker; (adj) regent 

curie: (n) Pierre curie, madame curie, 
Marie curie 

curse: (n, v) blight, plague; (n) 
anathema, blasphemy, malediction, 
denunciation; (adj, v) beshrew; (v) 
swear, ban, damn, vituperate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
benediction, making; (v) 
communicate 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, 
unlucky, accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine 

curses: (n) abuse 
curtly: (adv) abruptly, brusquely, 

briefly, tersely, rudely, gruffly, 
snappishly, sharply, succinctly, 
offhandly, laconically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
pleasantly, politely, verbosely, 
civilly 

curvature: (n) bend, arch, bow, crook, 
arc, shape, curvity, twist, curliness, 
incurvation, winding 

cushion: (n, v) pad, buffer; (v) 
insulate, soften, protect, bolster, 
mollify; (n) shock absorber, mat, 
pincushion; (adj, n) wadding. 
ANTONYMS: (v) harm, hurt, injure, 

exacerbate, expose 
cyclonic: (adj) cyclonal 
cyclops: (adj) Antaeus, atlas, 

Brobdingnagian, Hercules, 
superman, Samson, mammoth; (adj, 
n) giant; (n) flat, Simple Simon, 
water flea 

cynicism: (adj, n) mistrust; (n) 
suspicion, irony, skepticism, scorn, 
resentment, pessimism, negative 
attitude, mockery, lack of 
expectation, doubt. ANTONYMS: 
(n) trust, gratification 

czar: (n) king, tzar, tsar, sovereign, 
mogul, despot, autocrat, kaiser, 
tyrant, dictator, magnate 

dabbled: (adj) bespattered, 
besplashed, covered, covered 
patchily, spattered, splashed, 
splattered, splashy; (v) soggy 

dago: (n) Guinea, wop, greaseball; 
(adj) slant, Dutchman, easterner, 
tenderfoot, Polak, mick, greaser 

daguerreotype: (v) talbotype; (n) 
exposure, hit off, calotype, picture, 
photograph, photo 

damning: (n) curse, denunciation, 
malediction; (adj) incriminating, 
condemnatory, derogatory, 
inculpatory, offensive, inculpative. 
ANTONYM: (adj) complimentary 

dane: (n) Danish, dansker 
darken: (v) blur, blind, confuse, dim, 

shade, overcast, fog, overshadow; 
(adj, v) obscure; (n, v) conceal, 
shadow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
illuminate, whiten, lighten, clarify, 
disclose 

darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 
old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast 

darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 
causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse 

darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) 
Sally 

darwinism: (n) Darwinianism, 
natural selection, social Darwinism, 
survival of the fittest, Darwin theory 

daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, 
discouraged, frightened, 
intimidated, disheartened, 
dismayed, afraid, abashed, bashful, 
discomposed 

dazed: (adj) bewildered, stunned, 
dumbfounded, muzzy, stupefied, 
dizzy, stupid, groggy, amazed, 
astounded, bleary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unimpressed, 
conscious 

dazzled: (adj) confused, dazzle, 
bewildered, blind, blinder, 
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fascinated, unsighted 
dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 

splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 
unremarkable, unexceptional, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark 

deaden: (n, v) dampen, blunt, 
benumb, stun, obtund; (adj, n, v) 
damp; (v) muffle, mute, cushion; 
(adj, v) quell; (adj) allay. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accentuate, 
amplify, enliven, heighten, 
strengthen, build, invigorate, 
increase 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, 
numbed, without sensation, duller, 
unfeeling, under, frozen, insensible, 
insensitive, knocked out 

debacle: (n) collapse, disaster, fiasco, 
deluge, catastrophe, crash, licking, 
havoc, dud, flop, downfall. 
ANTONYMS: (n) boon, triumph, 
victory 

debased: (adj) degraded, low, 
adulterated, base, degenerate, 
depraved, debauched, decadent, 
perverted, corrupted, impure. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moral 

debater: (n) arguer, wrangler, 
controversialist, disputant, 
disprover, refuter, rebutter 

debauch: (v) corrupt, debase, 
deprave, demoralize, vitiate, violate, 
whore, pollute; (n) Saturnalia, orgy; 
(n, v) riot. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upgrade, praise, laud, elevate, honor 

decaying: (adj) rotten, decayed, 
rotting, stale, decadent, stinking, 
decomposed, smelly, shabby, seedy; 
(n) fading. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pristine 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, 
untrue, sly, artful, untrustworthy, 
unreliable, treacherous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
genuine, trustworthy, truthful, loyal, 
open, principled, straight, upright, 
faithful, dependable 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 
decencies: (n) decency 
decency: (n) dignity, modesty, 

decorum, kindness, morality, 
courtesy, correctness, goodness, 
virtue, respectability, propriety. 

ANTONYMS: (n) indecency, 
offensiveness, corruption, 
immorality, wickedness, 
unsuitability, unkindness, rudeness, 
impropriety, badness, nastiness 

decidedly: (adv) clearly, positively, 
definitely, absolutely, emphatically, 
decisively, resolutely, firmly, 
markedly, surely, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uncertainly, 
equivocally, slightly, vaguely 

declamatory: (adj) bombastic, 
orotund, turgid, tumid, 
grandiloquent, flowery, swollen, 
puffy, pompous, bloated, fluent 

declination: (n) descent, decay, 
decline, refusal, deviation, slope, 
Dec, celestial latitude, variation of 
the compass needle, variation, slant 

decomposition: (n) decay, rot, 
putrefaction, dissolution, 
disintegration, rotting, deterioration, 
analysis, rust, corruption, 
degradation 

decorate: (v) deck, beautify, 
embellish, adorn, dress, bedeck, 
grace, apparel, bedight, array, 
enrich. ANTONYMS: (v) dishonor, 
dismantle, disrespect, mar, spoil, 
uglify, disgrace, deface 

deduce: (v) infer, assume, derive, 
guess, deduct, conclude, construe, 
understand, reason, take, surmise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) misinterpret, 
misunderstand, speculate, confuse 

deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: 
(adj) outermost 

deep-sea: (adj) marine, nautical 
defeating: (adj) anatreptic; (n) 

victory, conquest 
defection: (n) apostasy, desertion, 

rejection, decampment, 
renunciation, abscondment, 
abandonment, repudiation, 
forsaking, backsliding, defect. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, 
loyalty, staunchness, steadfastness 

defensible: (adj) justifiable, 
defendable, pardonable, tenable, 
plausible, permissible, legitimate, 
vindicable, acceptable; (adj, v) 
excusable; (v) proof against. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indefensible, 
vulnerable, unjustifiable, 
unwarranted, vindicable, invalid, 
insupportable, unjustified, 
untenable 

defer: (v) adjourn, postpone, comply, 

procrastinate, bow, suspend, retard, 
accede, protract; (adj, v) put off; (n, 
v) delay. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
rush, hurry, hasten, forge, disagree, 
expedite, continue, resist 

deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance, 
reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience 

deferentially: (adv) reverentially, 
submissively, reverently, dutifully, 
regardfully, obsequiously, meekly, 
appreciatively, approvingly, 
flatteringly, positively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
irreverently, disobediently 

defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, 
intractableness, mutiny, 
contradiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement 

deflect: (v) avert, deviate, parry, 
divert, swerve, avoid, ward off, turn 
aside, head off, swing, evade. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, assist, help, 
attract 

deflected: (adj) inflected 
defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, 

ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, 
withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, 
acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, 
accept 

degradation: (n) fall, abasement, 
degeneracy, corruption, abjection, 
debasement, decadence, 
degeneration, humiliation, 
deposition, disgrace. ANTONYMS: 
(n) elevation, glorification, honor 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, 
ignoble, debauched, depraved, 
abject, sordid, dishonored, 
corrupted, contemptible, base. 
ANTONYM: (adj) good 

deism: (n) deist, rationalism, 
Protestantism, Adventism, 
Tractarianism, Stundism, 
Socinianism, Sabellianism, ritualism, 
Quakerism, Puseyism 

deity: (n) God, godhead, godhood, 
godship, idol, immortal, goddess, 
Jupiter; (adj, n) divinity, the Deity, 
theology. ANTONYMS: (n) human, 
mortal, person 
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delaying: (adj) dilatory, lingering, 
protractive, backward, behindhand, 
continuing, flagging, hesitant, slow; 
(n) hesitation, dalliance 

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, 
delicate, elegance, sensitivity, 
luxury, treat, airiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sturdiness, toughness, durability, 
frankness, inelegance, ruggedness, 
vulgarity, tactlessness, insensitivity, 
inaccuracy, clumsiness 

delights: (n) delices 
delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, 

disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) 
furor, rage, distraction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
dejection 

delude: (v) cheat, deceive, betray, 
defraud, beguile, cozen, mislead, 
fool, trick, bamboozle, circumvent 

deluded: (adj) besotted, mistaken 
delusion: (n) hallucination, 

deception, cheat, chimera, 
misunderstanding, mirage, trick, 
fallacy, error, aberration, falsehood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) comprehension, 
fact, truth 

delusive: (adj) deceptive, false, 
misleading, fallacious, untrue, 
unreal, imaginary, fictitious, 
delusory, vain, illusory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, real, 
honest, genuine, actual, authentic 

demented: (adj) daft, brainsick, 
delirious, frenetic, mad, deranged, 
insane, psychotic, distracted, lunatic, 
unbalanced. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sane, balanced, stable, reasonable, 
rational, calm 

demolish: (v) defeat, break, 
annihilate, destroy, devastate, crush, 
batter, raze, blast, break down, 
smash. ANTONYMS: (v) build, 
construct, fix, preserve, produce, 
restore, create, inflate, assemble, 
support 

demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, 
goblin, deuce, genie, elf. 
ANTONYM: (n) saint 

denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, 
brand, criticize, damn, reproach, 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend, 
compliment, honor, laud, approve, 
support 

denouncing: (v) denounce; (adj) 
disparaging, critical, reproving, 
censorious, disapproving 

densely: (adv) solidly, heavily, 

slowly, obtusely, compactly, firmly, 
dully, dumbly, closely, tightly, 
stupidly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loosely, sparsely, brightly 

denunciation: (n) accusation, curse, 
malediction, criticism, 
denouncement, invective, 
execration, disapproval, tirade, 
anathema, censure. ANTONYMS: 
(n) advocation, appreciation, 
compliment, approval, praise, 
agreement, commendation, 
confirmation 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stay, arrive, enter, come, abide, 
conform, continue, remain, appear, 
converge, return 

deplorably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, woefully, lamentably, 
pitifully, regrettably, unforgivably, 
unpardonably, unfortunately, 
abominably, seriously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) laudably, 
understandably 

depravity: (n) corruption, evil, 
degeneracy, depravation, 
debauchery, degeneration, 
degradation, wickedness, vice, 
turpitude; (adj) demoralization. 
ANTONYMS: (n) honor, justice, 
morality, nobility, purity, restraint, 
uprightness, virtue, righteousness, 
decency, goodness 

deprecate: (v) belittle, demur, decry, 
deplore, censure, disparage, 
depreciate, object, expostulate, 
criticize, discountenance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, 
endorse, extol, laud, approve, 
support 

deranged: (adj) demented, 
disordered, crazed, maddened, 
unbalanced, insane, lunatic, mad, 
confused, disturbed, acephalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, balanced, 
lucid, rational, stable 

derision: (n) contempt, mockery, 
scorn, banter, jeering, disdain, scoff, 
insult, irony, sport, gibe. 
ANTONYMS: (n) applause, esteem, 
admiration, praise, approval 

derisive: (adj) ironic, sarcastic, 
derisory, contemptuous, cynical, 
mordant, sardonic, jeering, scornful, 
quizzical, satirical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) complimentary, approving, 
flattering, praising, sympathetic 

descartes: (n) Rene Descartes 
descend: (v) settle, condescend, 

down, drop, deign, subside, go 

down, dismount, derive, get off, 
come down. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ascend, climb, float, scale, increase, 
level, mount 

describable: (adj) expressible 
deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 

compensation, comeupance 
despatch: (n) shipment, expedition, 

communique, mission, consignment, 
sending, forwarding; (v) transmit, 
expedite, quicken, send 

despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious 

despot: (adj, n) tyrant, disciplinarian, 
stickler; (n) dictator, monarch, czar, 
authoritarian, oppressor, potentate; 
(adj) bashaw, hard master 

despotic: (adj) arbitrary, dictatorial, 
tyrannical, authoritarian, absolute, 
imperious, oppressive, autocratical, 
domineering, overbearing, 
tyrannous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
democratic, liberal 

despotism: (n) tyranny, dictatorship, 
autocracy, monocracy, oppression, 
authoritarianism, autarchy, cruelty, 
Stalinism, domination; (adj) violence 

desultory: (adj) indiscriminate, 
aimless, spasmodic, purposeless, 
capricious, superficial, cursory, 
random, rambling, immethodical, 
fitful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wholehearted 

detecting: (n) spotting, investigation, 
catching, detective work, sleuthing, 
police investigation, hearing; (adj) 
observant 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked 

detraction: (n) aspersion, 
depreciation, scandal, backbiting, 
derogation, disparagement, 
calumny, slander, obloquy, censure; 
(v) dispraise. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adulation, commendation, flattery, 
praise, approval 

devilish: (adj, v) diabolic, satanic, 
infernal, mephistophelian, 
demoniacal; (adj) demonic, wicked, 
diabolical, terrific; (v) Stygian; (adv) 
devilishly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cherubic, godlike, good, saintly, 
virtuous 

devil-may-care: (adj) reckless, rash, 
happy-go-lucky, jaunty, rollicking, 
unmindful, easygoing, careless, 
wanton, foolhardy, negligent 

deviltry: (n) devilment, devilry, 
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rascality, blaze, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, misbehavior, 
misbehaviour, wickedness, misdeed 

devious: (adj) shifty, circuitous, 
indirect, roundabout, fraudulent, 
insincere, crafty, oblique, sly, 
untrustworthy, errant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) open, straight, 
aboveboard, straightforward, 
trustworthy, direct, candid, 
principled, unbent, unbowed, 
truthful 

devoid: (adj) empty, vacant, absent, 
wanting, vacuous, destitute, clear, 
deficient, bereft, inane; (v) quit. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) filled, supplied, 
replete, full 

devoured: (adj) eaten up 
diabolic: (adj) devilish, demonic, 

fiendish, hellish, infernal, wicked, 
unholy, diabolical, demoniacal; (adj, 
v) satanic, mephistophelian. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) saintly, kind, 
angelic, heavenly 

dialect: (n) language, speech, 
vernacular, tongue, accent, lingo, 
conversation, say, talk, patois, 
phraseology 

dias: (n) Diaz, Bartholomeu Dias 
dice: (v) cube, cut, chop, cut up, play 

dice, bet; (n) die, dice box, bone, 
dees 

dicky: (n) donkey, dickie, ass, apron, 
shirtfront, backseat 

dictated: (adj) set, hard-and-fast, 
compulsive; (n) contumely, 
blameworthy, abuse 

dictum: (n) aphorism, axiom, 
command, saying, pronouncement, 
bidding, statement, byword, saw, 
apothegm, affirmation 

differing: (adj) divergent, opposite, 
disagreeing, different, diverse, 
heretical, dissonant, dissentaneous, 
discrepant; (adv) differingly; (n) 
divergence. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, parallel 

diffidence: (n) reserve, modesty, 
shyness, pudency, coyness, 
timorousness, doubt, humility, 
timidity, uncertainty, constraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) approachability, 
arrogance, security, brashness 

digger: (n) excavator, shovel, dredge, 
labourer, laborer, machine, miner, 
backhoe, power shovel, trencher, 
manager 

dignified: (adj) exalted, majestic, 
noble, grand, lofty, respectable, 
solemn, distinguished, lordly, high; 
(adj, v) great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undignified, foolish, dishonorable, 

boisterous, unceremonious, 
unseemly, vulgar, poor, lowly, 
modest, base 

dilate: (adj, v) enlarge, expatiate; (v) 
distend, amplify, heave, inflate, 
broaden, develop, extend, increase, 
magnify. ANTONYMS: (v) contract, 
constrict, shrink, lessen, reduce 

dilettante: (n) dabbler, sciolist, 
virtuoso, connoisseur, trifler, 
layman, smatterer; (adj) amateurish, 
green, unversed; (adj, n) rookie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) professional; 
(adj) accomplished, skilled, gifted, 
finicky, expertly; (n) master, expert 

dilettantism: (adj) sciolism, 
smattering, glimmering 

diluted: (adj) thin, watery, weak, 
insipid, tasteless, bland, sparse, rare, 
cut, washy, tame. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, concentrated, 
undiluted, thickened, strengthened, 
enriched, thick 

diminish: (v) decline, abate, abridge, 
deduct, dwindle, detract, fall, 
depreciate; (adj, v) lessen; (adj, n, v) 
degrade; (n, v) reduce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) grow, 
compliment, supplement, rise, 
recognize, prolong, praise, flatter, 
expand, enlarge, congratulate 

diminution: (n, v) decrease, decline; 
(n) deduction, reduction, abatement, 
cut, contraction, rebate, decrement, 
curtailment, declension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth, 
expansion, restoration, enlargement 

dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, 
faintly, dully, duskily, vaguely, 
shadowily, hazily, gloomily, 
somberly; (adj, adv) palely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly 

dine: (v) feed, lunch, breakfast, 
dining, meal, give, have supper, 
take tea, grub, consume, entertain. 
ANTONYM: (v) abstain 

dingy: (adj) dark, black, drab, dull, 
muddy, impure, dim, seedy, dowdy, 
unclean, grimy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
immaculate, spotless, sparkling, 
bright, neat, brilliant, interesting, 
smart 

diplomat: (n) envoy, ambassador, 
intermediary, consul, minister, 
negotiator, diplomate, embassy, 
intermediator, moderator, politician 

diplomatically: (adv) discreetly, 
prudently, sensitively, delicately, 
carefully, wisely, politely, artfully, 
considerately, cautiously, 
thoughtfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

tactlessly, undiplomatically, 
indiscreetly 

diplomatist: (n) consul, ambassador, 
official, functionary, embassy, 
diplomatic minister, nuncio, 
minister, plenipotentiary, jay, page 

dipped: (adj) immersed, unfit, 
swaybacked, lordotic, curved in, 
swayback 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
friendly, amiable, inoffensive, 
acceptable, desirable, easygoing, 
happy, pleasing, sweet, nice 

disappearing: (adj) vanishing, fading, 
declining, weakening, diminishing; 
(adv) vanishingly, off; (v) disappear; 
(n) going, going away, leaving. 
ANTONYMS: (n) appearance, 
arrival; (adj) increasing 

disapprove: (v) deprecate, object, 
blame, repudiate, censure, disallow, 
reject, turn down, refuse, 
discountenance, deny. 
ANTONYMS: (v) approve, endorse, 
accept, embrace, praise, agree, 
sanction, pass 

disapproved: (adj) old-fashioned, 
contraband, chid 

disapproving: (adj) critical, 
unfavorable, severe, disapprove, 
serious, reproachful, reproving, 
unconstructive, dim, depressing, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
complimentary, affectionate, 
hopeful, cordial, admiring, 
favorable, constructive 

disarmed: (adj) harmless, prostrate 
disastrously: (adv) catastrophically, 

unfortunately, fatally, ruinously, 
dreadfully, harmfully, sadly, 
fatefully, destructively, wretchedly, 
tragically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, successfully 

disavow: (v) repudiate, disown, 
renounce, disclaim, disallow, abjure, 
negative, disaffirm, retract, recant, 
negate. ANTONYMS: (v) grant, 
approve, allow, admit 

discard: (n, v) scrap, dump; (v) 
chuck, dismiss, throw away, cast off, 
displace, fling, get rid of, cast aside, 
ditch. ANTONYMS: (v) retain, hold, 
cherish, accept, cover, support 

discern: (v) differentiate, see, 
comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
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disregard, observe, overlook 
disciple: (n) adherent, follower, 

devotee, scholar, pupil, believer, 
proselyte, cohort, learner, partisan, 
votary. ANTONYMS: (n) leader, 
teacher, God, instructor 

disciplined: (adj) corrected, regular, 
orderly, under control, chastised, 
tidy, gentle, tamed, methodical, 
cultivated, qualified. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) undisciplined, disordered, 
haphazard, defiant 

discomfiture: (n) embarrassment, 
confusion, perturbation, discomfort, 
discomfit, disconcertion, 
discomposure, humiliation, 
consternation; (adj) rebuff, rout. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
honor 

disconcerted: (adj) confused, 
confounded, bewildered, blank, 
embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, 
worried, ashamed, 
discombobulated, bemused. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, 
soothed, unabashed, relaxed 

disconcerting: (adj) disquieting, 
upsetting, baffling, alarming, 
disconcertingly, disturbing, 
worrying, embarrassing, 
discomfiting, shocking, confusing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, 
comforting, pleasing 

disconnected: (adj) abrupt, 
disjointed, desultory, fragmentary, 
confused, incoherent, unconnected, 
discontinuous, discrete, scrappy; 
(adj, prep) separate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) connected, joined, continuous, 
legato, entire, coherent 

discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection, 
displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, 
disgruntled, discontented. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure, accord, happiness; (v) 
content; (adj, n) happy; (adj) 
contented 

discontinuous: (adj) discrete, 
intermittent, abrupt, irregular, 
noncontinuous, disjointed, 
disconnected, broken off, gaping, 
precipitant, precipitate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) continuous, 
constant, unbroken, uninterrupted 

discord: (n, v) conflict, clash; (n) 
disagreement, variance, division, 
difference, dissension, dissonance, 
strife, split, contention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 

harmony, unity, accord, 
concordance, consent, silence, 
concord; (v) match 

discordant: (adj) conflicting, 
dissonant, jarring, raucous, 
incompatible, discrepant, 
inconsistent, disharmonious, harsh, 
hoarse, incongruous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) musical, melodic, compatible, 
pleasant, cooperating, accordant, 
agreeable, agreeing, soft 

discourage: (n, v) daunt, intimidate, 
dampen, cow, abash; (v) dishearten, 
demoralize, depress, dismay, deject, 
dispirit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, promote, persuade, 
support, endorse, cheer, advocate, 
convince, urge, embolden, inspire 

discouraged: (adj) despondent, 
downhearted, downcast, 
demoralized, dejected, dispirited, 
disheartened, frustrated, crestfallen, 
pessimistic, depressed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uplifted, 
heartened, cheered, inspired, 
cheerful, encouraged, hopeful, 
happy, calm, positive, enthusiastic 

discouraging: (adj) discouragingly, 
chill, disappointing, disheartening, 
bad, bleak, gloomy, sad, 
demoralizing, daunting, dispiriting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
uplifting, inspiring, heartening, 
comfortable, hopeful 

discourteous: (adj) brusque, abrupt, 
unmannered, curt, gruff, 
impertinent, insolent, offensive, 
rude, churlish, tactless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, 
polite, gracious, respectful, 
mannered, refined, civil, obliging 

discredit: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
degrade, reproach, shame, doubt, 
defame, slur; (v) disbelieve, decry, 
impeach. ANTONYMS: (n, v) honor; 
(v) believe, credit, dignify, praise, 
trust, verify, support, laud, 
commend, accept 

diseased: (adj) bad, ailing, sickly, 
unsound, sick, ill, unhealthy, 
pathological, infected, 
unwholesome, infirm. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) well, fit 

disgorge: (v) vomit, throw up, be 
sick, spill, spew, pour, eject, empty, 
cast, evacuate, puke. ANTONYM: 
(v) retain 

disguised: (adj) cloaked, concealed, 
masked, secret, hidden, veiled, in 
disguise, incognito, blind; (adj, v) 
private; (n) groggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) recognizable, unmasked, 

uncovered, uncloaked, revealed, 
open, obvious 

disgusted: (adj) fed up, ill, weary, 
sickened, nauseated, queasy, 
indisposed, demented, shocked, 
crazy, horrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attracted, happy, pleased 

disheartened: (adj) dejected, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, 
hopeful 

dishonest: (adj) crooked, corrupt, 
crafty, underhand, fraudulent, 
deceptive, wrong, disloyal, 
untruthful, unscrupulous, shifty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) truthful, 
principled, sincere, sporting, 
aboveboard, straightforward, 
trustworthy, open, moral, fair, legal 

dishonesty: (n) corruption, betrayal, 
crookedness, injustice, deceitfulness, 
treachery, deviousness, duplicity, 
falsehood, racket, trick. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
sincerity, truthfulness, honestness, 
reliability 

disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, 
averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 
afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
bent, keen, disposed 

disintegrating: (adj) rotten, putrid, 
moldy, dying, decayed, 
decomposed; (n) destruction 

disinterestedness: (n) fairness, 
disinterest, nonpartisanship, 
detachment, indifference, equity, 
aloofness, neutrality, disadvantage, 
unfriendliness 

dislocation: (n) transposition, 
interruption, confusion, disturbance, 
disruption, derangement, luxation, 
abarticulation, diastasis, contortion, 
break 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, 
melancholy, black, dim, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, happy, 
lively, uplifting, sunny, pleasant, 
light, cheery, strong, soulful, 
wonderful 

dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, 
dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) 
consternation, discouragement; (n, 
v) daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, 
dread. ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; 
(v) stimulate, assure, ensure, 
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encourage, elate; (n) spirit, 
satisfaction, mettle, resolution, 
assurance 

dismembered: (adj) broken 
disowned: (adj) unacknowledged, 

forsaken 
dispassionately: (adv) impassively, 

neutrally, objectively, indifferently, 
fairly, apathetically, disinterestedly, 
coolly, unemotionally, coldly, 
composedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
emotionally, subjectively 

dispense: (v) allot, deal, administer, 
assign, deal out, apportion, dole out, 
give, issue, diffuse, furnish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prohibit, receive, 
withhold 

dispersed: (adj) sparse, spread, 
distributed, scattered, diffused, 
scatter, outspread, disseminated, 
split, dissipated, separate 

dispersion: (n) diffusion, dispersal, 
distribution, dissipation, spread, 
circulation, dissemination, 
scattering, spacing, deflocculation, 
variance 

dispirited: (adj) depressed, 
disconsolate, downcast, 
discouraged, blue, crestfallen, 
dismal, down, downhearted, 
disheartened, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
optimistic, euphoric, enthused, 
heartened, happy, enthusiastic, 
positive 

displacement: (n) deposition, 
transfer, movement, shift, 
translation, motion, electric flux 
density, amplitude, expulsion, 
rejection, elocation 

displeasure: (n) resentment, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, 
annoyance, offense, pique, 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, 
happiness, delight, contentment, 
equanimity, approval 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious 

disprove: (v) refute, controvert, deny, 
contradict, rebut, explode, gainsay, 
negate, discredit, answer; (adj) 
falsify. ANTONYMS: (v) prove, 
show, illustrate, validate, support, 
accept 

disputatious: (adj, v) controversial, 
contentious; (adj) quarrelsome, 

disputative, litigious, pugnacious, 
polemical, disagreeable; (v) polemic, 
gladiatorial; (n) termagant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable, 
peaceful 

disraeli: (n) first earl of Beaconsfield, 
Benjamin Disraeli 

disregard: (n, v) disdain, slight, 
scorn; (n) carelessness, contempt; (v) 
discount, defy, despise, cut, flout; 
(adj, v) overlook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
notice, heed, value, obey, accept, 
consider; (n) respect, 
thoughtfulness, consideration, 
attention; (n, v) regard 

disregarded: (adj) unnoticed, 
neglected, unseen, written off, 
wretchless, unvalued, unheeded, 
overlooked, lost, irrecoverable; (v) 
unregarded 

disreputable: (adj, n, v) discreditable; 
(adj) base, dishonorable, doubtful, 
sordid, infamous, shameful, 
dishonourable, dishonest, 
despicable, notorious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, respected, ethical, 
noble, decent, respectable, sporting, 
pleasant, admirable, famous, honest 

dissected: (adj) compound, 
compounder, cloven, bisulcate 

dissipate: (adj, v) waste; (v) disperse, 
squander, disappear, diffuse, 
consume, scatter, disseminate, 
break, evaporate, spend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) save, conserve, 
appear, collect, hoard, absorb, 
gather 

dissipation: (n) waste, dissolution, 
licentiousness, extravagance, excess, 
profligacy, consumption, 
decomposition, disintegration; (n, v) 
diffusion, dissemination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) appearance, 
growth, restraint, moderation, 
decency, uprightness 

dissolvent: (n) solution, resolvent, 
alcahest, acetone, alkahest, 
menstruum, hexane, answer, 
carbolic acid; (adj) acid, acetonic 

dissolving: (n) dissolution, breakup, 
dissipation, disintegration, 
destruction, cancellation, 
adjournment; (adj) solvent, 
diffluent, deliquescent 

distantly: (adv) reservedly, aloofly, 
coldly, formally, coolly, frigidly, 
standoffishly, farly, removedly, 
vaguely, detachedly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) intimately, passionately, 
clearly, warmly, nearby, alertly 

distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 
definition, otherness, perspicuity, 

discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness 

distort: (adv, v) falsify, pervert; (v) 
contort, wring, bend, disfigure, 
twist, buckle, misrepresent, mangle, 
mutilate. ANTONYMS: (v) untwist, 
straighten, correct, interpret, right, 
clarify, smooth 

distraction: (adj, n) desperation, 
raving; (n) beguilement, pastime, 
diversion, confusion, entertainment, 
disturbance, daze, recreation; (adj) 
madness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fascination, attentiveness, attention, 
noninterference, calmness, 
concentration 

distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, content, euphoric, 
happy, comforted, glad, joyful, 
collected, unconcerned, unaffected 

distrust: (n, v) mistrust, discredit; (n) 
suspicion, misgiving, disbelief, 
uncertainty, hesitation; (v) suspect, 
disbelieve, question; (adj) 
distrustful. ANTONYMS: (n) 
confidence, faith, trustingness, 
certainty, belief, optimism; (v) 
believe, entrust, depend, confide 

distrusted: (adj) suspect 
distrustful: (adj) suspicious, 

doubtful, diffident, distrust, jealous, 
leery, shy, apprehensive, skeptical, 
scrupulous, disbelieving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trusting, 
trustful, aggressive, assured, 
believing, faithful, unwary, certain, 
optimistic 

distrusting: (adj) doubting, 
suspicious, disbelieving, 
unbelieving 

divergence: (n) disagreement, 
dissimilarity, difference, deviation, 
contrast, departure, split, 
divarication, variation, digression; 
(adj, n) variance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meeting, agreement, amalgamation, 
concurrence, conformity, concord, 
similarity 

diverted: (adj) abstracted, 
entertained, pleased, inattentive, 
sidetracked, unfocused, preoccupied 

divinely: (adv) holy, wonderfully, 
exquisitely, priestly, beautifully, 
religiously, spiritually, almightily, 
magnificently, sacredly, godly 

diving: (n) immersion, dives, belly 
whopper, skin diving, belly flopper, 
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belly whop, diving event, gainer; 
(adv) headlong, headfirst; (v) 
submerge 

divinity: (n) God, theology, 
divineness, immortal, godship, 
godhead, spirit, demiurge, 
apologetics, demigod; (adj, n) the 
Deity. ANTONYM: (n) devil 

docile: (adj) dutiful, compliant, meek, 
submissive, tame, teachable, 
humble, obedient, acquiescent, 
conformable; (adj, v) tractable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stubborn, 
assertive, unruly, willful, defiant, 
vicious, determined, uncooperative, 
obstinate, disobedient, intractable 

docility: (n) obedience, tractability, 
meekness, flexibility, docibleness, 
submission, deference, humility, 
gentleness, willingness, 
tractableness 

doctrinaire: (n, v) pedant; (adj) 
dogmatic, pedantic, opinionist; (n) 
doctrinarian, bigot, dogmatist, 
zealot; (v) mannerist, euphuist, 
purist. ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
obedient, submissive, amenable, 
liberal 

dodge: (n, v) stratagem, maneuver; 
(v) avoid, evade, escape, elude, 
duck, fudge; (n) contrivance, cheat, 
scheme. ANTONYMS: (v) confront, 
encounter, meet, accept 

dogged: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
willful, bullheaded, insistent, 
obstinate, tenacious, wilful, untiring, 
resolute, persistent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) yielding, compromising, 
indifferent, undetermined 

dogma: (n) tenet, creed, belief, 
doctrine, principle, faith, gospel, 
theory, canon, way of thinking, 
opinion 

dogmatic: (adj) arbitrary, 
overbearing, authoritative, 
authoritarian, narrow, peremptory, 
doctrinal, doctrinaire; (adj, v) 
absolute, confident, formal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
doubtful, uncertain, amenable, 
equivocal, indecisive, questioning, 
tolerant, ambiguous, polite, liberal 

dogmatically: (adv) positively, 
magisterially, absolutely, 
doctrinally, overbearingly, 
obstinately, arrogantly, 
categorically, opinionatedly, 
stubbornly, narrowly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) amenably 

dogmatism: (adj) dogmatist, 
dogmatizer, intolerance; (n) 
certainty, determination, rigidity, 

intransigence, stubbornness, 
obstinacy, rigor 

dogwood: (n) cornel, bunchberry, 
crackerberry, cornelian cherry, 
dogwood tree, common European 
dogwood, common white dogwood 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job 

dons: (n) faculty 
dotage: (adj, n) fatuity; (n) senility, 

second childhood, old age, age, 
decrepitude, imbecility, feebleness, 
insanity, years; (adj) second 
childishness. ANTONYM: (n) 
adolescence 

double-dealing: (n) trick, chicanery, 
hypocrisy, deception, falsity, cheat, 
dishonesty; (adj) false, dishonest, 
deceitful; (adj, n) two-timing 

doubles: (n) doubled, dual, 
badminton, double road train 

doubling: (n) folding, duplication, 
repetition, artifice, twisting, furring, 
gemination, plication, reduplication, 
duplicity; (v) guile 

doubly: (adv) twice, twofold, two 
times, in two ways, dualistically 

doubtfully: (adj, adv) hesitantly, 
distrustfully; (adv) suspiciously, 
uncertainly, doubtingly, tentatively, 
indecisively, unsurely, skeptically, 
precariously, shadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indisputably, surely, 
trustingly, inevitably, confidently, 
optimistically, plausibly 

doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, 
disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, 
skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, 
wary, doubts, distrusting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) credulous 

dove: (n) turtledove, squab, emblem, 
pacificist, pacifist, poultry, dover, 
pigeon, Holy Spirit, culver, peacenik 

dowager: (n) matron, Donna Belle, 
gammer, goody, dame, widow, 
wife, matriarch, lady, female 

downtown: (n) city, town center, city 
centre, central business district, 
asphalt jungle, city center, city 
district, concrete jungle, inner city; 
(adj) urban 

doze: (n, v) snooze, sleep, slumber, 
drowse, siesta, forty winks, rest; (v) 
catnap, nod, coma, nod off. 
ANTONYM: (v) wake 

dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, 
napping, asleep, sleepy, tired 

dramatist: (n) author, writer, 
mimographer, screenwriter, Ibsen, 
wilder, Vega, Shaw, Shakespearean, 

senecas, scribe 
draped: (adj) mantled, covered, 

cloaked, clothed, curtained, 
disguised, absorbed, clad 

drawback: (n) catch, hitch, snag, 
shortcoming, defect, detriment, 
failing, inconvenience, disability, 
hurdle, encumbrance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) benefit, bonus, edge, strength 

drawl: (adv) creep, loiter, linger, 
saunter; (adj) dawdle, slouch, hang 
back, droil; (v) mouth, pronounce, 
enounce. ANTONYMS: (v) contract, 
shorten, abridge 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, 
panic; (n) anxiety, awe, 
consternation, alarm, trepidation, 
dismay, foreboding, terror. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
welcomed, pleasant; (v) welcome, 
want; (n) reassurance, fearlessness, 
confidence, security, ease, calm 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, 
fearsome; (v) drad 

dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 
impractical, somnolent, visionary, 
sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic 

dreariness: (n) desolation, tedium, 
dullness, gloominess, boringness, 
dulness, depression, boredom, 
sadness, bleakness, gloom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
cheerfulness, splendor 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, 
light, exciting, clear, cheery, 
pleasant, exotic 

drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, 
soaked to the skin, dripping wet 

drily: (adv) parchedly, thirstily, 
waterlessly, monotonously, stalely, 
driedly, sharply, sardonically, 
tediously, hardly, plainly 

droll: (adj) comical, humorous, 
funny, laughable, burlesque, 
ludicrous, ridiculous; (adj, n) comic, 
witty; (n) buffoon, clown. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dramatic, dull, 
grave, tragic, solemn 

drown: (v) drench, submerge, 
overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
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swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, 
amplify, dry 

drudge: (n, v) slave, work; (v) toil, 
fag, moil, dig, grub, sweat, plod, 
grind; (n) hack. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dawdle, putter, loaf, idle, lounge 

drudgery: (n) toil, work, grind, 
swink, slavery, travail, donkeywork, 
fagging, hammering; (adj, n) hard 
work; (n, v) sweat. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cramped 

dualism: (n) ism, philosophy, 
duplicity, bitheism, ditheism, 
doctrine 

dullness: (n) apathy, bluntness, 
boredom, dreariness, flatness, 
tedium, obtuseness, torpor, 
monotony, lethargy; (adj, n) phlegm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
intensity, brilliance, excitement, 
intelligence, shine, asperity, 
animation, gloss, clarity, variation 

dulness: (n) dullness, matt, 
dreariness, dimness, bluntness, 
flatness, boringness, vapidity, 
jejunity, mat, tedium. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, asperity 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, 
obscure, dingy, sooty, somber. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, bright, 
sunny, radiant, clear 

dutifully: (adv) submissively, 
obediently, deferentially, 
compliantly, conscientiously, 
devotedly, duteously, docilely, 
loyally, respectfully, meekly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carelessly, 
irresponsibly, unfaithfully, 
assertively 

dwarf: (adj, n) midget, miniature; (n) 
gnome, fairy, brownie, manikin, 
pygmy; (v) overshadow; (adj) little, 
runt, baby. ANTONYMS: (adj) large, 
big, huge; (v) maximize 

dwarfed: (adj) stunted, dwarfish, 
deformed, diminutive, Lilliputian, 
poor, short 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dwindling: (adj) decreasing, 
declining, abating, diminishing, 
waning; (n) lessening, narrowing, 
dwindlement, shrinking; (v) 
dwindle; (adv) diminishingly. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth; (adj) 
burgeoning, high 

dynamo: (n) generator, DC generator 

dynamometer: (v) viameter, 
telemeter, galvanometer, 
bathometer, variometer, 
vacuometer, thermometer, 
spirometer, rheometer, 
respirometer; (n) dynameter 

dynastic: (n) republican 
dynasty: (n) family, regime, house, 

dominion, folk, government, 
kinfolk, kinsfolk, phratry, Sept, 
sovereignty 

dyspepsia: (adj, n) indigestion; (n) 
upset stomach, symptom, 
pessimism, stomach upset 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) 
carnal, worldly, conceivable, 
human, geotic, secular, terrene, 
temporal, telluric, sublunary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spiritual, divine, 
ethereal, immortal, impossible, 
improbable, inconceivable, celestial 

earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic 

earthworm: (n) crawler, dew worm, 
oligochaete, worm, night crawler, 
red worm, fishing worm, dewworm, 
nightcrawler, wiggler, fishworm 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards 

eccentricity: (n) abnormality, 
idiosyncrasy, oddness, peculiarity, 
anomaly, crankiness, irregularity, 
quirk, strangeness, weirdness, 
curiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
usualness, normalcy, 
conventionality, concentricity, 
conformity 

ecclesiastic: (n) clergyman, divine, 
cleric, minister, priest, churchman, 
pastor, clergymen, hierophant; (adj) 
clerical, ecclesiastical 

ecliptic: (n) orbit, equator, circle 
economize: (v) economise, save, 

preserve, skimp, husband, retrench, 

cut back, stint, economizing, save 
up, spare. ANTONYMS: (v) waste, 
spend, squander, expand 

eddy: (n, v) purl, twirl, spin, gurge; 
(v) whirlpool, swirl, turn; (n) vortex, 
maelstrom, twist, whir 

edict: (n) act, command, writ, 
declaration, ruling, rule, regulation, 
directive, order, dictate, law 

edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic, 
instructive, educational, 
advantageous, rewarding, 
benignant, improving, profitable, 
illuminating, helpful. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unedifying 

edit: (n) editing; (v) compile, cut, 
revise, redact, alter, arrange, 
contract, correct, compose, adapt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) write, expand, 
augment 

editing: (n) redaction, edition, copy 
editing, deletion, cutting, cut, 
compiling, layout, compilation, edit, 
electronic editing. ANTONYM: (n) 
freedom 

editorship: (n) office, situation, place, 
post, spot, position, berth 

educate: (v) instruct, civilize, train, 
cultivate, coach, bring up, drill, 
discipline, breed, rear, nurture 

educating: (adj) taming, humanizing, 
calming 

educator: (n) instructor, 
schoolmaster, pedagogue, academic, 
academician, coach, professional, 
master, educators, preceptor, trainer 

efface: (v) cancel, erase, obliterate, 
destroy, expunge, wipe out, 
suppress, sponge, blot out, blur, 
raze 

effaced: (adj) obliterated 
effacement: (n) obliteration, erasion, 

withdrawal, extinguishment, 
cancellation, extinction, deletion 

effected: (adj) completed, complete, 
finished, fulfilled, done, realized, 
conventional, constituted, 
established 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, 
efficacious, able; (adj) forceful, 
telling, authoritative, operative, 
potent, adequate, impressive, 
powerful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ineffectual, incapable, weak, 
impotent, ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually 
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egoist: (adj, n) egotist; (n) braggart, 
boaster, blowhard, introvert, 
vaunter, swellhead, subjectivist, 
exhibitionist; (adj) monopolist, 
nepotist 

egoistic: (adj) selfish, egotistic, vain, 
smug, self-serving, self-centred, 
complacent, egoistical, egotistical, 
narcissistic, insensitive. ANTONYM: 
(adj) altruism 

egotism: (n) vanity, ego, pride, 
conceit, narcissism, egocentricity, 
selfishness, arrogance, pridefulness, 
self-esteem, solipsism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
selflessness 

ejaculation: (n) cry, ejection, 
emission, interjection, discharge, 
vociferation, expelling, exclaiming, 
eruption, shout, emanation 

ejected: (adj) evicted, dispossessed 
elapsed: (adj) gone, forgotten, lapsed, 

back, beyond, onwards, over and 
done 

elbe: (n) Elbe river 
electrician: (n) lineman, gaffer 
electrolysis: (n) lysis 
elemental: (adj) ultimate, constituent, 

primary, elementary, essential, 
fundamental, cardinal, component, 
underlying, original, rudimentary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secondary 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, 
lowly, decreased, humble, inferior, 
lessened, low, sunken, undignified, 
lowered 

elevation: (n) height, highness, 
exaltation, ascent, climb, hill, 
aggrandizement, raise, El, Alt, 
stature. ANTONYMS: (n) 
degradation, descent, levelness, 
depression, downgrading, 
demotion, drop, depth 

elevator: (n) levator, extensor, crane, 
lifter, rise, winch, ski lift, silo, 
paternoster; (v) dumbwaiter, 
escalator 

emancipation: (n) rescue, 
deliverance, discharge, freedom, 
liberation, salvation, relief, 
disengagement, acquittal, 
exemption, liberty. ANTONYMS: 
(n) suppression, downfall 

embalm: (n) perfume, scent; (v) 
mummify, kyanize, pickle, tin, salt, 
season, pot, mummy, wrap 

embellished: (adj) ornamented, 
rhetorical, decorated, fancy, florid, 
tall, rich, embroidered, elaborate, 

baroque; (prep) beautied 
embittering: (adj) onerous 
embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, 

corporeal, corporal, bodied, 
personified, incorporated, 
combined, tangible, associated, in 
person 

embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, 
kissing, taking on, implementation, 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, 
osculant, grasping, close 

embrasure: (n) porthole, crenel, 
machicolation, recess, window, 
opening, crenelle, battlement, dent, 
casement 

eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 
altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 
status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority 

eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, 
elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, 
big, famous, renowned, 
conspicuous, dignified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undistinguished, 
obscure, low, unremarkable, 
common, uncelebrated, 
unimportant, insignificant, humble, 
ordinary 

emir: (n) ameer, rajah, emeer, nawab, 
ruler, scherif, sharif, wali, dictator, 
effendi 

emphatic: (adj) decided, categorical, 
expressive, forceful, pronounced, 
assertive, loud, important, 
emphatical, insistent; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, unassertive, 
understated, unemphatic, 
halfhearted 

emphatically: (adv) decidedly, 
definitely, positively, categorically, 
flatly, distinctly, absolutely, 
explicitly, forcefully, firmly, 
expressly 

emptiness: (n) blankness, blank, void, 
vanity, vacuity, worthlessness, 
futility, space, inanity, inanition, 
hollowness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
richness, fullness, value, importance, 
clutter 

enchantment: (n) attraction, 
captivation, charm, conjuration, 
sorcery, spell, bewitchment, 
incantation, delight, bewitchery; 
(adj, n) rapture. ANTONYMS: (n) 
displeasure, discomfort 

endangered: (n) tiger, white 
rhinoceros; (adj) risky, vulnerable, 
defenseless, at risk, in danger 

endlessly: (adv) incessantly, 
ceaselessly, unendingly, continually, 
perpetually, infinitely, constantly, 
everlastingly, boundlessly, 
unceasingly, eternally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) briefly, 
intermittently 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, 
artistic, brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied 

endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) 
stamina, tolerance, courage, 
permanence, continuance, energy, 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, inconsistency, 
impatience, frailty, discontinuation, 
discontinuance, death 

enduring: (adj) durable, abiding, 
lasting, permanent, continuing, 
constant, hardy, immortal, eternal, 
stable; (adv) enduringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient, 
transient, fleeting, mortal, modern, 
insubstantial, inconstant, fickle, 
erratic, unstable 

enfeebled: (adj) infirm, enervated, 
feeble, decrepit, crippled, old, 
adynamic; (adj, v) sickly, vacillating; 
(v) weak, accessible 

enforcing: (v) enforce 
engaging: (adj, v) charming, inviting, 

prepossessing; (adj) attractive, 
interesting, lovable, delightful, 
appealing, pleasant, captivating; 
(adv) engagingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repulsive, loathsome, repellant, 
unattractive, undesirable, unlikable, 
dull, unpleasant, repellent 

engrave: (v) carve, inscribe, character, 
imprint, cut, stamp, impress, etch, 
sculpture; (n, v) incise, grave 

engrossed: (adj) rapt, engaged, intent, 
occupied, preoccupied, busy, 
fascinated, obsessed, thoughtful, 
hooked; (adj, v) immersed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disinterested, 
bored, distracted, indifferent, 
unconcerned, uninterested, 
inattentive, carefree 

engulfed: (adj) overcome, weak, 
overwhelmed, conquered, 
overpowered, swamped, powerless, 
flooded, enclosed, beaten, 
enveloped 

enigma: (adj, n) mystery, riddle; (n) 
puzzle, secret, perplexity, poser, 
question, problem, closed book, nut 
to crack, logogriph. ANTONYMS: 
(n) clearness, explanation 

enigmatic: (adj) incomprehensible, 
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inscrutable, impenetrable, obscure, 
puzzling, mysterious, unfathomable, 
cryptic, dark, abstruse, secretive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
straightforward, obvious, known, 
plain, explicable 

enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 
augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 
grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge 

enlargement: (n) magnification, 
amplification, expansion, increase, 
dilation, addition, development, 
distension, distention, growth, 
extension. ANTONYMS: (n) 
contraction, decrease, lessening, 
shrinkage, deterioration, drop, 
erosion 

enlarging: (adj) growing, 
augmenting, increscent, expanding; 
(n) amplification, addition 

enlightened: (adj) liberal, 
disillusioned, progressive, cultured, 
aware, informed, learned, lettered; 
(adj, v) wise; (n, v) savant; (v) 
shrewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
puzzled, unenlightened, 
uninformed, confounded, confused, 
ignorant, perplexed, wild, 
reactionary, traditional; (n) 
uninitiate 

enlightenment: (n) light, information, 
education, culture, civilization, 
instruction, wisdom, illumination, 
notice, Age of Reason; (n, v) 
knowledge 

enlistment: (n) conscription, 
recruitment, duty tour, enrollment, 
period, check, arrest, amount of 
time, hitch, engagement, 
mobilization 

enliven: (v) animate, inspire, refresh, 
encourage, exhilarate, elate, liven 
up, stimulate, invigorate, energize; 
(adj, v) brighten. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bore, subdue, tire, spoil, dull, 
deflate, dampen, deaden, exhaust, 
depress 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 
antagonism, animus, hostility, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, 
antipathy, hatred, war, dislike. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendship, 
friendliness, affinity, love, kindness, 
affection, adoration, amity, 
cooperation, goodwill 

ennobling: (adj) inspiring, noble, 
exalting, cultural 

ennui: (n) fatigue, tedium, weariness, 

melancholy, monotony, tediousness, 
dissatisfaction, listlessness, apathy; 
(v) bore, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variation, liveliness, enthusiasm, 
energy, interest 

enriching: (n) enrichment; (v) enrich; 
(adj) uplifting, educational, 
inspiring, elevating, edifying, 
artistic, enlightening 

enrolled: (adj) listed, conscript 
entangled: (adj) complicated, 

intricate, embroiled, complex, foul, 
confused, matted, tangled, 
inextricable, knotty; (v) entangle 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased 
entertainer: (n) host, performer, 

comedian, actor, humorist, artist, 
musician, bombshell, busker, artiste, 
comic 

enthusiastically: (adv) zealously, 
eagerly, ardently, fervently, 
fanatically, vigorously, passionately, 
heartily, keenly, warmly, excitedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) apathetically, 
lifelessly, indifferently, 
halfheartedly, grudgingly, glumly, 
languorously, gloomily, passively, 
reluctantly, patiently 

enticing: (adj, v) alluring; (adj) 
tempting, attractive, beguiling, 
inviting, seductive, engaging, 
fetching, appealing, fascinating, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unappealing, unattractive, revolting 

eocene: (adj) Paleocene; (n) Eocene 
epoch 

ephemera: (n) time, ephemeron 
ephemeral: (adj) passing, temporary, 

transient, brief, momentary, 
transitory, cursory, evanescent, 
fugacious, fugitive, impermanent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, 
enduring, eternal, everlasting 

ephesians: (n) epistle of Paul the 
apostle to the Ephesians 

epicurean: (n) gastronome, gourmet, 
bon vivant, sensualist, hedonist, 
connoisseur; (adj) sybaritic, 
voluptuary, voluptuous, luxurious, 
luscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
austere, humble, modest, plain, 
simple 

epidemic: (adj) infectious, catching, 
rife, prevailing; (n) plague, 
pestilence, outbreak, disease, 
infection, eruption, pest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) contained, 
confined, limited, local 

epidermis: (n) scarfskin, outer skin, 
skin, epithelium, epiderm, stratum, 
coat, mantle, periostracum, pelt, 
carapace 

epigram: (n) aphorism, joke, 
witticism, expression, locution, 
saying, crack, wisecrack, moral, jeu 
d'esprit, smart saying 

epistles: (n) revelations, gospels, 
apocalypse, evangelists 

epithet: (n) name, cognomen, 
appellation, denomination, 
nickname, moniker, sobriquet, title, 
picture, byname, byword 

epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, 
season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date 
of reference, times 

equable: (adj) equal, temperate, 
stable, mild, balanced, peaceful, 
halcyon, placid, pacific, sedate, 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spasmodic, vacillating, variable, 
unequal, irregular, intemperate, 
fluctuating, inequable, jumpy, 
senseless 

equestrian: (n) rider, trooper, trainer, 
buster, roughrider, horsewoman, 
horseback rider, breaker, postilion; 
(adj) mounted 

equinoctial: (n) equinoctial line, 
equinoctial circle 

equinox: (n) cosmic time, celestial 
point, autumnal equinox 

erased: (adj) dead, forgotten 
erie: (n) Lake Erie 
eruptive: (adj) erupting, explosive, 

plutonic, eruptional, irruptive, 
active, intrusive, extrusive 

escaping: (n) evasion, getaway, 
break, breakout, running away, 
running off, run-around; (adj) 
fugitive 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual 

essentials: (n) basics, rudiments, 
details, facts, information, 
introduction, necessaries, 
particulars, the whole story, brass 
tacks, specifics 

esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, 
v) respect, value, consideration, 
account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, 
admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) 
scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, 
abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) 
disesteem, disapproval 

esteemed: (adj) dear, reputable, 
respected, honorable, noble, 
honored, prestigious, important, 
distinguished, August, respect. 
ANTONYM: (adj) disreputable 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever, 
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perpetuity, timelessness, 
endlessness, everlasting, endless 
time, everlastingness, everness, 
existence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
finiteness, impermanence 

etiquette: (n) decorum, rite, civility, 
protocol, label, form, convention, 
decency, formality, tag, custom 

euclidian: (adj) Euclidean 
eulogy: (n, v) encomium, praise; (n) 

compliment, eulogium, paean, 
panegyric, speech, tribute; (v) 
applause, acclaim, eulogize. 
ANTONYMS: (n) damning, 
vilification, condemnation 

eumenides: (n) delirium, vindicator, 
nemesis, fury, avenger, Erinyes, 
craze, furies 

evade: (v) escape, avoid, parry, 
dodge, skirt, duck, sidestep, 
circumvent, hedge, fudge; (adj, v) 
equivocate. ANTONYMS: (v) face, 
address, accept, meet, acquire 

evangel: (n) gospels, Matthew, 
church doctrine, creed, mark, Luke, 
John, evangely 

evils: (n) mala 
evolve: (v) derive, work out, educe, 

change, build, elaborate, grow, 
unfold, progress, originate, extricate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, block, halt, 
recede, retreat 

evolving: (v) evolve; (adj) moving, 
nascent, growing, embryonic, 
ongoing; (n) movement, 
development 

exacting: (adj) fastidious, austere, 
strict, trying, stern, difficult, hard, 
finicky, nice; (adj, v) exigent; (adj, n) 
exact. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
relaxed, tolerant, unexacting, 
unfastidious, basic, careless, 
relaxing 

exaggerate: (v) boast, aggravate, 
amplify, dramatize, overdo, 
overdraw, brag, overstate, magnify, 
aggrandize, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) minimize, alleviate, weaken 

exaggeration: (n) distortion, 
magnification, enlargement, 
overstatement, hyperbole, 
misrepresentation, caricatura, 
embellishment, elaboration, trope, 
romance. ANTONYMS: (n) irony, 
minimizing, reduction 

exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, 
noble, high, August, elated, 
dignified, great, sublime, grand, big. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) belittled, 
condemned, criticized, debased, 
humble, humiliated, low, lowly, 
minor, ridiculed, base 

exasperate: (adj, v) aggravate; (v) 
incense, enrage, irritate, anger, 
annoy, infuriate, exacerbate, bother, 
provoke, rile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, pacify, soothe, placate, 
better, calm, appease, mollify 

exasperated: (adj) incensed, annoyed, 
enraged, angered, indignant, mad, 
irate, irritated, cheesed off, testy; 
(adj, prep) provoked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pleased 

exasperating: (adj) annoying, 
bothersome, maddening, 
infuriating, trying, irritating, 
tedious, vexatious, vexing, galling, 
exacerbating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasing, pleasant, satisfying 

exasperatingly: (adv) maddeningly, 
annoyingly, infuriatingly, 
irksomely, provokingly, tediously, 
gallingly, tiresomely, aggravatingly, 
vexingly, nauseatingly 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, 
greatly, awfully, terrifically, 
eminently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
slightly, hardly, insufficiently, 
somewhat 

excellently: (adv) splendidly, 
beautifully, exquisitely, 
magnificently, finely, marvelously, 
goodly, worthily, grandly, primely, 
superbly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
poorly, badly, terribly 

excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, 
prep) except for, exclusive of; (prep) 
aside from, besides, apart from, 
barring, excluding, with the 
exception of; (v) saving. 
ANTONYM: (prep) including 

excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, 
moderately, insufficiently 

exchangeable: (adj) convertible, 
similar, translatable, replaceable, 
changeable, commutable, 
standardised, redeemable, 
standardized, transposable, 
reciprocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, inconvertible 

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, 
rouse, electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, 
v) quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 

exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

exclusiveness: (n) clannishness, 
cliquishness, snobbishness, 
exclusivity, stylishness, 
sophistication, refinement, 
insularity, elegance, exclusivism 

excusable: (adj) pardonable, 
justifiable, defensible, forgivable, 
warrantable, permissible, slight, 
understandable, minor, vindicable, 
tenable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unforgivable, unallowable, 
indefensible, blameable 

excused: (adj) privileged, immune 
execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, 

perform, accomplish, act, effect, 
carry out, enforce, make, fulfill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, 
disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive 

exhaust: (v) spend, drain, empty, sap, 
expend, deplete, use, tire out; (adj, 
v) tire, waste, dissipate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) refresh, 
invigorate, replenish, restore, revive, 
energize, save, renew, increase, 
fortify 

exhausting: (adj) difficult, grueling, 
tiring, tiresome, exhaustingly, 
strenuous, draining, wearing, 
wearisome, wearying, hard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undemanding, 
refreshing, easy, light 

expectant: (adj) hopeful, enceinte, 
anticipative, big, gravid, eager, 
heavy, confident, with child, 
watchful; (adj, v) pregnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninterested, 
apathetic, indifferent 

experimentally: (adv) tentatively, 
trially, by experimentation, 
empirically, observationally, 
provisionally, scientifically, 
experientially, through an 
experiment 

expiatory: (adj) propitiatory, 
expiatorious, expiative, piacular, 
atrociously bad, cleansing, atoning, 
purgatorian, purgatory, apologetic, 
criminal 

expired: (adj) lapsed, deceased, 
invalid, dead, overdue, extinct, 
elapsed, out 

explode: (v) erupt, detonate, 
discharge, blow up, crack, 
fulminate, break, burst forth, 
disprove, blast; (n, v) burst. 
ANTONYMS: (v) implode, fizzle, 
confirm, defuse, collapse 

explosives: (n) explosive substances 
exposition: (n) comment, exhibition, 
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show, explanation, elucidation, 
clarification, exhibit, description, 
demonstration, dissertation, fair 

expressively: (adv) meaningfully, 
eloquently, indicatively, poignantly, 
movingly, vividly, suggestively, 
emphatically, evocatively, mobilely, 
tellingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unemotionally, inexpressively, 
innocently, blandly 

exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 
magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly 

exterminated: (adj) broken, extinct, 
destroyed completely, lost, wiped 
out, annihilated 

extermination: (n) destruction, 
devastation, death, obliteration, 
demolition, liquidation, eradication, 
annihilation, expiry, expiration; (v) 
extirpation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, survival 

externally: (adv) superficially, 
exteriorly, outsidely, outerly, 
without, foreignly, extrinsically, 
surfacely, extraneously, 
peripherally, outlyingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) internally 

extinct: (adj) dead, deceased, defunct, 
departed, obsolete, extinguished, 
exhausted, inanimate, out, 
quenched, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alive, living, extant, active, dormant, 
thriving, existing, live 

extinguish: (v) destroy, exterminate, 
eradicate, douse, annihilate, 
consume, wipe out, end, suppress, 
quash; (adj, v) allay. ANTONYMS: 
(v) ignite, build, create, encourage, 
inflame, sustain, protect 

extinguishing: (n) quenching, 
dampen out, extermination, stamp 
out, conclusion, extinguished, 
experimental extinction, ending, 
destruction, defunctness, complete 
annihilation 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness 

extravagant: (adj) wasteful, 
luxurious, prodigal, exaggerated, 
profligate, costly, expensive, lavish, 
immoderate, profuse, undue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
frugal, parsimonious, plain, stingy, 

understated, thrifty, reasonable, 
moderate, cautious, tasteful 

exuberance: (adj, n) abundance; (n) 
copiousness, ebullience, happiness, 
life, affluence, spirit, excess, 
overflow, joy; (adj) plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, shortage, 
scarcity, listlessness, lethargy, 
depression, boredom, sadness, 
misery 

exuberant: (adj) abundant, ample, 
opulent, ebullient, excessive, 
extravagant, profuse, bountiful, 
prolific, generous, hearty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, blue, 
unenthusiastic, scarce, needing, 
lacking, dispirited, insufficient, 
down, unexcited, lethargic 

exulting: (adj) jubilant, flushed, 
triumphant, experiencing triumph, 
rejoicing, prideful, elated, 
disdainful, triumphal; (v) exult; (n) 
joy 

fabulist: (n) narrator, storyteller, 
fabler, liar; (v) novelist 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) 
effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, 
expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original 

faculties: (n) mother wit 
fade: (adj, v) vanish, drop; (v) 

dissolve, decline, evaporate, 
discolor, droop, die, languish, 
expire; (n, v) wither. ANTONYMS: 
(v) increase, grow, flourish, enhance, 
surge, sharpen, brighten, color, wax, 
stay, rally 

fading: (n) attenuation, bleaching, 
discoloration, disappearance, 
evaporation, colour fading, decay; 
(adj) disappearing, paling, 
weakening, decaying. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thriving, increasing, growing 

faithfully: (adv) exactly, accurately, 
sincerely, staunchly, precisely, truly, 
authentically, dutifully, literally, 
steadfastly, truely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unfaithfully, approximately, 
falsely, insincerely, carelessly, 
inaccurately 

faithfulness: (n) devotion, constancy, 
allegiance, truth, accuracy, loyalty, 
dedication, faith, exactness, 
adherence; (adj, n) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, inaccuracy, 
dishonesty, disobedience, 
wickedness, indifference 

fallacious: (adj) deceitful, deceptive, 
false, wrong, misleading, unsound, 
delusive, inaccurate, incorrect, 

untrue, specious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) true, valid, correct, 
substantiated, veritable, logical 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) 
deceit, falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality 

falsified: (adj) fake, false, invented, 
untrustworthy, made up, pretended, 
untrue, inaccurate, threadbare, 
fallacious, deceptive. ANTONYM: 
(adj) reliable 

falsify: (v) garble, adulterate, 
misrepresent, counterfeit, 
manipulate, fake, forge, juggle, 
fudge, distort, cook. ANTONYM: (v) 
right 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, 
conventionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
distantly 

famished: (adj) ravenous, starving, 
starved, empty, voracious, greedy, 
malnourished, thin; (adj, v) esurient; 
(v) peckish, lickerish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) full, satisfied, satiated, gorged, 
healthy 

fancied: (adj) unreal, chimerical, 
fictional, fanciful, fictitious, 
fabricated, preferred, assumed, 
illusory, imagined, ideal 

fancies: (n) stock 
fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy 
farce: (n) comedy, travesty, joke, 

mockery, sham, play, charade, 
caricature, dressing, forcemeat, 
buffoonery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tragedy, drama 

farcical: (adj) ridiculous, comical, 
droll, absurd, comic, ludicrous, 
laughable, funny, humorous, odd, 
stupid. ANTONYMS: (adj) tragic, 
serious, deep, sensible 

far-off: (adj) distant, far, faraway, 
outlying, extreme, inaccessible, last, 
long, obscure, unknown, wide 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, 
binding, empight, steady, firm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfastened, 
unbuttoned 

fatalism: (n) determinism 
fatality: (n) disaster, calamity, death, 

mishap, demise, misadventure, 
lethality, adversity, loss, decease, 
dead 

fatally: (adv) lethally, fatefully, 
perniciously, disastrously, 
destructively, terminally, deadly, 
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pestilently, killingly, calamitously; 
(adj, adv) dangerously 

fated: (adj) inevitable, destined, 
certain, predestined, damned, 
unavoidable, predestinate, cursed, 
intended, forthcoming, sure 

fateful: (adj) decisive, fatal, 
disastrous, crucial, foreboding, 
ominous, black, conclusive, 
calamitous, inauspicious, 
momentous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
healthy, trivial, unimportant, 
auspicious, fortunate, lucky, 
favorable 

fathom: (n, v) plumb; (v) penetrate, 
discern, bottom, understand, 
comprehend, know, make out, 
measure; (n) probe, gauge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) confuse, 
misunderstand, Miss 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic 

fatiguing: (adj) arduous, tiresome, 
tedious, hard, laborious, wearisome, 
wearing, strenuous, exhausting, 
trying, onerous 

fatted: (adj) stalled 
fattened: (adj) finished 
fatuity: (n) absurdity, silliness, 

fatuousness, folly, idiocy, nonsense, 
asininity, crassitude, inanity; (adj, n) 
dotage; (adj) anility 

fatuous: (adj) asinine, foolish, goofy, 
footling, insensate, empty, simple, 
silly, senseless, mindless, imbecile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brilliant, 
intelligent, smart, wise, sensible 

fauna: (n) embryo, brute, beast, 
biped, creature, avifauna, animate 
being, acrodont, animal kingdom, 
wildlife, offspring 

faust: (n) Faustus 
favor: (n, v) countenance, aid, grace, 

support, benefit, boon; (adj, n) 
kindness; (n) advantage; (v) 
befriend, encourage, patronize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hinder, contradict, 
dislike, hurt, differ, thwart, reject, 
demean; (n) derogation, 
disapproval, unkindness 

favorable: (adj) lucky, fortunate, 
propitious, prosperous, convenient, 
advantageous, encouraging, happy, 
helpful; (adj, v) friendly; (adj, n) 
kindly. ANTONYMS: (adj) adverse, 
negative, ominous, disapproving, 
inauspicious, detrimental, 
unfriendly, disagreeable, hindering, 
harmful, untimely 

favored: (adj) advantaged, preferred, 
lucky, advantageous, pet, favorite, 
blessed, privileged, favorable; (adj, 
n) happy, prosperous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disliked, unpopular, Standard 

favorite: (adj, n) darling, favourite, 
dear, number one; (adj) favored, 
beloved, popular; (n) pet, choice, 
pick, preference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, superior, underdog; 
(adj) unwanted, despised, disliked, 
hated, unusual 

feat: (n) deed, accomplishment, 
achievement, act, effort, 
performance, action, triumph, 
attainment, trick; (adj) fetis . 
ANTONYM: (n) inaction 

feather: (n) pen, feathering, pinion, 
nib, plumage, quill, kind, spline; (n, 
v) plume; (adj, n, v) fringe; (v) fledge 

fecund: (adj) productive, prolific, 
fruitful, rich, luxuriant, fat, 
pregnant, fructuous, reproductive, 
exuberant, plenteous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) infertile, sterile, impotent, 
unproductive 

fecundity: (n) fertility, productivity, 
richness, fruitfulness, prolificacy, 
productiveness, luxuriance, 
lushness, creativeness, birthrate; 
(adj) uberty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
infertility, sterility 

federalist: (n) federal 
federals: (n) democrats, federalists, 

confederates 
feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 

helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able 

feebleness: (n) weakness, frailty, 
decrepitude, faintness, imbecility, 
fragility, tenuity, languor, frailness; 
(adj, n) infirmity; (adj) feeble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) perseverance, 
success, effectiveness, competence 

feebly: (adv) faintly, 
unenthusiastically, dimly, 
hopelessly, unproductively, 
unpersuasively, unconvincingly, 
uncertainly, reluctantly, 
powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, 
confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 
effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably, 
wholeheartedly 

felon: (n) convict, culprit, crook, 
malefactor, thug, desperado, 

miscreant, offender, hoodlum, 
outlaw; (adj) felonious 

felony: (n) burglary, sin, extortion, 
capture, bribery, delinquency, 
misdeed, fault, misdemeanor, 
misdemeanour, offence. 
ANTONYM: (n) uprightness 

fenced: (adj) hedged in, provisional, 
guarded, bounded 

ferocious: (adj) cruel, brutal, 
barbarous, feral, truculent, 
atrocious, fell, bloodthirsty, brutish; 
(adj, v) fierce, savage. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gentle, mild, tender, tame, 
nonviolent, kind, calm 

ferociously: (adv) brutally, wildly, 
savagely, inhumanly, severely, 
violently, vehemently, roughly, 
furiously, cruelly, atrociously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
tamely 

ferocity: (n) violence, cruelty, 
ferociousness, fury, rage, truculence, 
atrocity, fierceness, wildness, 
vehemence, anger. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meekness, friendliness, serenity 

fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, 
zealously, passionately, intensely, 
eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, 
vehemently, seriously, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
impassively, halfheartedly, 
flippantly 

fete: (n) feast, festival, carnival, party, 
banquet, celebration, gala, festivity, 
fiesta, eisteddfod; (v) celebrate 

fetish: (n) fetich, charm, fixation, juju, 
idol, amulet, God, fetishism, 
talisman, voodoo, fad. 
ANTONYMS: (n) repugnance, 
distaste, dislike, aversion 

feud: (n) dispute, competition, blood 
feud, conflict, disagreement, feoff; 
(n, v) contest, quarrel, affray, fight; 
(v) battle. ANTONYMS: (v) truce; 
(n) peace, harmony, accord 

fiat: (n) decree, edict, dictum, act, 
order, call, behest, bidding, rescript, 
enactment, mandate 

fidgety: (adj, n) nervous; (adj) 
unquiet, fretful, fussy, anxious, 
hasty, jittery, jumpy, mercurial, 
restive; (n) apprehensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, calm 

fieldmouse: (n) mouse 
fiendish: (adj, v) infernal, diabolic, 

satanic, hellish; (adj) demonic, 
diabolical, cruel, atrocious, 
inhuman, wicked, brutal 

fiery: (adj, n) burning, passionate, 
glowing; (adj) fervent, ablaze, hot, 
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fervid, impassioned, peppery; (adj, 
v) fierce, violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, passionless, dispassionate, 
indifferent, placid, gentle, cool; 
(adv) easygoing 

figuratively: (adv) allegorically, 
symbolically, tropically, typically, 
representatively, parabolically, 
parabolicly, flowerily, symbolicly, 
floridly, figurally. ANTONYM: 
(adv) factually 

figured: (adj) figurative, glyptic, 
conjectural, implied 

figuring: (n) calculation, reckoning, 
estimation, computing, figure, 
approximation, conversion, 
derivative, differential, estimate, 
derived function 

fiji: (n) republic of Fiji, Fijis 
filial: (adj) dutiful 
filing: (n) storage, record, 

submission, entry, European patent 
application, friction, arrangement 

fineness: (n) refinement, elegance, 
daintiness, thinness, choiceness, 
beauty, superiority, subtlety, 
slimness, slenderness, narrowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stoutness, 
thickness, vulgarity, inaccuracy, 
coarseness, width 

fins: (n) flippers, flipper, cinque 
firefly: (n) glowworm, lightning bug, 

fire beetle, pyrophorus noctiluca, 
elaterid beetle, elaterid, elater; (v) 
fly, dragon fly 

firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 
determination, resolution, 
assurance, consistency, obstinacy, 
steadfastness, resolve, confidence, 
courage, backbone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) softness, instability, vacillation, 
unsteadiness, yielding, 
irresoluteness, droopiness, 
indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 
indecision, leniency 

fisherman: (n) fisher, trawler, black 
cat, fisher cat, piscator, troller, 
Peterman; (v) sportsman, huntsman 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata, 
birds 

fishy: (adj) questionable, shady, 
suspect, suspicious, queer, devious, 
doubtful, uncertain, problematic, 
equivocal, ambiguous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trustworthy, 
aboveboard, doubtless 

fisk: (n) canter, drive, amble, 
exchequer, fisc, treasury, prance, 
take horse, trot; (v) trip, move 
quickly 

fisticuffs: (n, v) boxing, pugilism; (n) 

fistfight, fight, bout, slugfest, 
quarrel, disturbance, event, prize 
fight, athletics 

fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, 
repair, mending, altering, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, 
fastener, fitting 

flabby: (adj) feeble, flaccid, limp, 
languid, baggy, drooping, faint, lax, 
heavy, soft, slack. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) slim, skinny, fit 

flagrant: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, 
crying, glaring, atrocious, obvious, 
rank, gross, heinous, flagitious, 
open. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobtrusive, slight, ashamed, 
doubtful, veiled 

flagrantly: (adv) infamously, 
obviously, blatantly, brazenly, 
arrantly, flagitiously, grossly, 
heinously, rankly, shamelessly, 
immodestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
covertly, modestly 

flagroot: (n) calamus, myrtle flag, 
sweet calamus, bog plant, sweet flag 

flaming: (adj, n) burning, ardent, 
glowing, passionate; (adj) blazing, 
ablaze, aflame, hot; (n) enthusiastic, 
flame, fire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
extinguished, placid, gentle, quiet 

flank: (n) side, aspect, wing, 
abdomen, facet, subfigure, 
formation; (v) border, skirt; (adj) 
cover, ward 

flannel: (n) washcloth, cloth, face 
cloth, pants, trousers, flannelette, 
white, tweed, gabardine; (v) blanket, 
fur 

flare: (n, v) blaze, flame, burst, glare; 
(v) burn, glint, blaze up, burn up; (n) 
fire; (adj) detonate, explode 

flatly: (adv) categorically, smoothly, 
plainly, levelly, insipidly, evenly, 
firmly, monotonously, horizontally, 
peremptorily, directly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) animatedly 

flatter: (v) fawn, adulate, wheedle, 
cajole, soap, kowtow, blandish, 
grovel, butter up; (n, v) court; (n) 
caress. ANTONYMS: (v) insult, 
disparage, criticize, discourage 

flattered: (adj) pleased 
flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 

complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
critical, unflattering, unattractive, 
wounding, uncomplimentary, 
negative; (adv) partially 

flattery: (n, v) cajolery; (n) blarney, 
compliment, adulation, taffy, 

palaver, praise, gloze, sweet talk, 
sycophancy, soft soap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insult, offense 

flavor: (n) relish, tang, smell, aroma, 
salt; (n, v) taste, flavour, smack; (v) 
spice, season, sauce. ANTONYMS: 
(n) staleness, blandness, emptiness 

fleas: (n) order Siphonaptera, vermin, 
Siphonaptera 

flemish: (n) Flemish dialect 
fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 

hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect 

flinging: (n) casting, cast 
florid: (adj) flamboyant, fancy, 

flowery, aureate, flashy, fresh, 
figurative, gorgeous; (adj, v) ornate, 
gaudy; (adj, n) ruddy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pale, plain 

flotsam: (n) wreckage, debris 
floundering: (adj) awkward, 

maladroit, purposeless 
fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 

flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; 
(adv) flutteringly 

follower: (n) backer, devotee, fan, 
admirer, adherent, cohort, apostle, 
partisan, believer, attendant; (adj) 
lover. ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, 
rebel, superior, disbeliever, cynic, 
leader 

foolery: (n) folly, tomfoolery, 
foolishness, buffoonery, clowning, 
inanity, romp, gambol, frolic, 
imbecility, lunacy 

foolhardy: (adj) rash, audacious, 
reckless, bold, unwise, 
presumptuous, hasty, desperate, 
brash, madcap; (adj, n) adventurous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wary, cautious, 
careful, cowardly, sensible, slow 

footboard: (n) platform, footstool, 
treadle, foot, foot of bed 

foothold: (n) bridgehead, beachhead, 
hold, support, handhold, basis, 
footholds, ground, step, toehold, 
position 

footing: (n) foothold, base, bottom, 
foundation, status, rank, foot, 
pedestal, situation, relation, root. 
ANTONYM: (n) top 

footman: (n) attendant, butler, 
follower, flunkey, flunky, varlet, 
servitor, valet de chambre, boy, 
knave; (n, v) lackey 

forage: (v) search, scrounge, prey, 
plunder, hunt, rummage, gut, spoil, 
despoil, scour; (n) pasture 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit 
forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
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pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance 

forbears: (n) lineage, forefathers 
forbidding: (adj) grim, ominous, 

dismal, dour, austere, abominable, 
ugly, hard, repulsive, redoubtable; 
(n) banning. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alluring, inviting, pleasant, 
hospitable, friendly, favorable, 
comforting 

forceful: (adj) strenuous, emphatic, 
dynamic, effective, pithy, cogent, 
active, energetic, strong, insistent, 
violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconvincing, mild, lightweight, 
feeble, retiring, lethargic, lackluster, 
forceless, calm, gentle, timid 

forcible: (adj) forceful, active, 
energetic, powerful, strong, violent, 
coercive, vigorous, effective, 
convincing; (prep) conclusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, gentle, 
peaceful 

foreigner: (adj, n) stranger; (n) 
outlander, outsider, unknown, 
barbarian, gringo, newcomer, 
immigrant, deportee, traveler; (adj) 
foreign. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inhabitant, domestic, citizen 

foresaw: (v) foresee 
foresee: (v) expect, forecast, 

anticipate, envisage, previse, 
foreknow, prophesy, provide, 
foresaw, predict, see 

foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; 
(adj) envisioned, foretold, 
contingent, concourse, coming, 
casual, adventitious, accidental, 
predictable 

foresight: (n) prevision, forecast, 
caution, prospicience, calculation, 
prescience, prediction, precaution, 
vision, foresightedness; (n, v) 
expectation. ANTONYM: (n) 
hindsight 

forestalling: (n) preclusion, averting, 
avoidance, obviation, prevention; 
(adj) defensive 

foretell: (v) forecast, anticipate, 
augur, bode, predict, presage, 
announce, calculate, portend, 
prophesy, forebode 

forethought: (n) caution, care, 
forecast, anticipation, deliberation, 
premeditation, precaution, counsel, 
circumspection, consideration, 
discretion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hindsight, unpreparedness, neglect, 
impulsiveness, carelessness 

foretold: (adj) foreseen; (v) 
annunciate 

forgave: (v) to excuse 
forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 

obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness, 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention 

fortitude: (n) bravery, endurance, 
grit, pluck, backbone, 
determination, tenacity, firmness, 
strength; (adj, n) guts, spunk. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, frailty, 
impatience 

fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, 
fortification, castle, stronghold, 
citadel, alcazar, tower, presidio, 
redoubt; (n, v) keep 

founding: (n) establishment, 
foundation, creation, institution, 
beginning, casting, installation, foot, 
start, initiation, origination. 
ANTONYM: (n) demise 

four-wheeler: (n) automobile 
fracture: (n, v) crack, rupture, burst, 

breach; (n) cleft, fissure, breaking, 
crevice, disruption; (v) bust, smash. 
ANTONYM: (n) repair 

fragmentary: (adj) broken, scrappy, 
incomplete, partial, fragmental, 
unfinished, odd, fractionary, 
inconsiderable, fragmented; (adj, 
adv) piecemeal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
entire 

frailty: (adj, n) foible, fragility, 
weakness, fault, defect, 
imperfection, failing, deficiency; (n) 
feebleness, frailness, infirmity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stamina, 
hardiness, hardihood, sturdiness, 
robustness, health 

framing: (n) frame, casing, sash, 
doorcase, cornice, cowcatcher, 
coaming, deckle, clotheshorse, 
buffer, derrick 

franciscan: (n) Gray Friar, Cordelier 
franklin: (n) frank, landowner, 

landholder, Benjamin Franklin, John 
hope Franklin 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness 

fraternity: (adj, n) brotherhood; (n) 
association, company, club, 
fellowship, society, companionship, 

clan, circle, community, 
organization 

frau: (n) frow, rani 
fraudulent: (adj) false, dishonest, 

fallacious, crooked, deceptive, 
corrupt, dishonorable, crafty, 
underhand; (adj, v) bogus, 
counterfeit. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honest, fair, genuine 

fray: (n) conflict, action, fight, 
combat, disturbance, fracas, scrap; 
(n, v) affray, broil; (v) rub, fret 

freaks: (n) caprices, facetiousness, 
humor 

freeman: (n) freedman, freedwoman, 
freewoman 

freer: (adj) unconfined 
frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, 

mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, 
derangement; (n, v) craze. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, 
order 

fresher: (n) fresh, lowerclassman, 
underclassman, neophyte, 
fledgeling, entrant, fledgling 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, 
worry; (v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, 
upset, annoy; (n) anxiety 

fretted: (adj) latticed, haggard, 
magged, latticelike, reticulated, 
reticular, interlaced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unfretted 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration 

friar: (n) monk, conventual, cenobite, 
abbot, monastic, palmer, pilgrim, lay 
brother, religious, prior, beadsman 

friction: (n) discord, attrition, rub, 
dispute, abrasion, disagreement, 
conflict, dissension, rubbing, clash; 
(n, v) resistance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
smoothness, agreement, concord, 
ease 

friendliness: (n) friendship, geniality, 
amiability, affability, amicability, 
affection, hospitality, cordiality, 
brotherhood, amicableness, 
accessibility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cruelty, aloofness, nastiness, 
hostility, aggression, resistance, 
resentment, frostiness, formality, 
contention, belligerence 

frigate: (n) gunboat, warship, sloop 
of war, bomb vessel, destroyer, 
cruiser, constitution, combat ship 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
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calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair 

frivolities: (n) high jinks, unsuitable 
behavior 

frivolity: (n) flippancy, giddiness, 
flightiness, frivolousness, silliness, 
triviality, frippery, prank; (adj, n) 
trifling, inconsistency; (adj) folly. 
ANTONYMS: (n) solemnity, 
substance, importance, reliability, 
responsibility 

frivolous: (adj) empty, foolish, dizzy, 
petty, idle, light, flighty, 
unimportant, flippant, trivial, 
superficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
important, solemn, worthwhile, 
vital, weighty, staid, significant, 
sensible, responsible, crucial, heavy 

fruitless: (adj, v) abortive; (adj) 
barren, useless, empty, futile, 
ineffective, idle, pointless, sterile, 
bootless, unproductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fertile, useful, 
effective, satisfying, fruitful, 
worthwhile, profitable, successful, 
productive, hopeful, meaningful 

fruity: (adj) nutty, crazy, juicy, sappy, 
tasteful, wacky, mental, loopy, 
loony, loco, kooky 

fugitive: (adj) ephemeral, fleeting, 
momentary, elusive, caducous; (n) 
escapee, absconder, deserter, 
emigrant, criminal; (v) fugacious 

fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, 
completeness, totality 

fumes: (n) gas, exhaust, exhaust 
fumes, smokes, smog, vapor, 
exhalation, steam, smoke, toxic 
waste, contamination 

funereal: (adj) doleful, dismal, 
dreary, somber, gloomy, 
melancholy, dolorous, dark, 
depressing, lugubrious; (v) burial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheery, lively, 
cheerful 

furnace: (n) forge, heater, blast 
furnace, fireplace, hearth, stove, 
oven, kiln, electric furnace, cupola, 
crematorium 

furnish: (v) afford, provide, 
contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: 
(v) divest 

furthest: (adj) furthermost, extreme, 
farthermost, remotest, ultimate, 
utmost, uttermost, most remote, 
final, outermost; (adv) most. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nearest, near 

furtive: (adj) covert, stealthy, 
surreptitious, secretive, concealed, 
latent, cryptic, sneaky, backstairs, 

secret, underhanded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) blatant, aboveboard, obvious, 
overt, honest 

futile: (adj) useless, empty, 
ineffective, frivolous, idle, abortive, 
bootless, hopeless, meaningless, 
vain, hollow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
successful, useful, fruitful, 
meaningful, worthwhile, promising, 
productive, effective 

futility: (n) emptiness, inanity, 
worthlessness, vanity, uselessness, 
fruitlessness, frivolity, unusefulness, 
purposelessness, hollowness, 
insignificance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
importance, worth, worthiness, 
fruitfulness, effectiveness, 
competence, usefulness 

gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 
exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, misery, sadness 

gaily: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gladly, 
jovially, joyfully, cheerfully, 
mirthfully, joyously, gleefully, 
sunnily, blithely, lively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, 
anxiously, dully, despondently 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, 
carriage, movement, velocity 

gaius: (n) Gaius Caesar, Caligula 
gala: (n) fete, celebration, party, 

festivity, carnival, feast, holiday; 
(adj) festive, gay, merry, festal 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze 

galileo: (n) Galileo galilei 
galley: (n) cookhouse, caboose, 

cuddy, galleyfoist, vessel, 
watercraft, proof, kitchen, slice, 
trireme 

gambler: (n) gamester, adventurer, 
punter, plunger, croupier, bettor, 
bookmaker, speculator, gamblers, 
high roller, shooter 

gangway: (n) gangplank, gangboard, 
walkway, corridor, footbridge, 
bridge, doorway, thoroughfare, 
gateway, passageway, pass 

ganoid: (n) bowfin, dogfish, 
teleostan, teleost, ganoid fish, 
sturgeon, paddlefish, grindle, 
garpike, garfish; (adj) ganoidal 

garfield: (n) president Garfield, 
James Abraham Garfield, James 
Garfield 

gargantuan: (adj) enormous, giant, 
huge, massive, elephantine, gigantic, 

mammoth, cyclopean, 
Brobdingnagian, vast, immense. 
ANTONYM: (adj) small 

garland: (n) anthology, coronal, 
wreath, festoon, chaplet, bouquet, 
decoration, ornament, laurels, prize, 
lei 

garret: (n) cockloft, loft, attic, house 
top, storey, level, upper story, story, 
dome, noggin, classical Greek 

garrison: (n) fortification, fortress, 
stronghold, troops, presidio, 
defense, base, citadel, soldiery; (n, v) 
defend; (v) send 

gaskell: (n) Elizabeth Gaskell, 
Elizabeth Cleghorn Stevenson 
Gaskell 

gauging: (n) measurement, estimate, 
discharge measurement 

geist: (adj) genius, inspiration 
gems: (n) jewels, Gemes, jewellery, 

trinkets, ornaments, charms 
generalization: (n) generalisation, 

induction, idea, abstraction, 
dialectics, theorisation, theorization, 
learning, notion, concept, 
colligation. ANTONYM: (n) fact 

generalized: (adj) generalised, 
conclude, imprecise, indiscriminate, 
unspecialized, vague. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) particular, specific, isolated 

generously: (adv) profusely, 
copiously, bountifully, abundantly, 
largely, magnanimously, 
munificently, kindly, handsomely, 
freely, benevolently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) acquisitively, selfishly, 
prudently, grudgingly, 
malevolently, parsimoniously, 
harshly, scantily, stingily, thinly, 
ungenerously 

genesis: (n) beginning, birth, origin, 
ancestry, descent, cause, 
commencement, generation, 
derivation, creation, dawn. 
ANTONYM: (n) end 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable 

geniality: (n) cordiality, amiability, 
bonhomie, affability, goodness, 
hospitality, cheerfulness, kindness, 
conviviality, warmth, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nastiness, 
frostiness, meanness, hostility 

genoa: (n) Genoa jib, Genova 
genoese: (adj) Genovese 
gentlemanly: (adj) courteous, polite, 



The Education of Henry Adams 522

chivalrous, refined, gallant, suave, 
mannerly, genteel, gentle, well-bred; 
(n) gentleman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, unbecoming 

geographic: (adj) geographical. 
ANTONYM: (adj) magnetic 

geologist: (n) geophysicist, geological 
scientist, rock hound, geologian, 
geognost, holmes 

geometrical: (adj) 
nonrepresentational, mathematical 

geometry: (v) arithmetic, analysis, 
algebra, stereometry, hypsometry, 
configuration, analytic geometry, 
analytical geometry, coordinate 
geometry, descriptive geometry, 
elementary geometry 

germinate: (v) sprout, shoot, bud, 
develop, pullulate, grow, bourgeon, 
burgeon forth, blossom, spring, 
open 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful 

ghetto: (n) region, quarter, 
neighborhood, inner city, enclosure, 
community; (adj) depressed 

gibber: (v) chatter, gabble, babble, 
tattle, clack, blab, prate, prattle, 
piffle; (n) abracadabra, gibberish 

gibbering: (adj) wild 
gibbon: (n) Hylobates lar 
gibraltar: (n) Rock of Gibraltar 
gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, 

large, huge, giant, stupendous, 
monstrous, vast, big, immense, 
massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
tiny, little, insignificant, short, 
miniature 

gilded: (adj, v) gilt; (adj) rich, gold, 
golden, deluxe, gilden, fortunate, 
garish, advantageous, aurated, 
luxurious 

give-and-take: (adj) reciprocal, 
mutual; (n) interplay, cooperation 

glacial: (adj) arctic, frigid, freezing, 
frosty, frozen, gelid, polar, chilly, 
wintry, chilling; (adj, v) icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) warm, friendly, 
tropical, torrid 

glaciation: (n) geological process, ice 
flood, cold 

glacier: (n) alpine glacier 
gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 

gleefully, contentedly, cheerfully, 
fain, joyfully, jovially, cheerily, 
delightedly, gladsomely, readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, 

unwillingly, sadly, resentfully, 
miserably 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure 

gladstone: (n) William Ewart 
Gladstone, William Gladstone, 
blend, portmanteau 

glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, 
blatant, egregious, obvious, plain, 
flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
inconspicuous, dull, minor 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle 

gleaning: (n) farming, excerption, 
selection, crop 

glitter: (n, v) flash, beam, shine, 
glisten, glimmer, glow, sparkle, 
flicker, shimmer; (v) glance; (n) 
radiance. ANTONYM: (n) dullness 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter 

gloat: (v) brag, crow, vaunt, cock the 
eye, bluster, revel, triumph, 
congratulate, boast; (n) gloating, 
glee. ANTONYM: (v) fail 

glued: (adj) watchful, affixed, 
attentive 

glutton: (n) wolverine, gormandizer, 
devourer, feeder, trencherman, 
cormorant, gourmand, eater, Gulo 
Gulo, mustelid; (adj) voracious. 
ANTONYM: (n) Dieter 

gluttonous: (adj) insatiable, greedy, 
ravenous, avid, hoggish, edacious, 
swinish, grasping, covetous, 
avaricious, glutton. ANTONYM: 
(adj) abstemious 

goddess: (n) divinity, God, beauty, 
nymph; (adj, n) idol; (adj) duck, 
darling, angel, Dulcinea, ladylove, 
inamorata 

goethe: (n) Johann Wolfgang Von 
Goethe 

good-bye: (n) bye, farewell, goodbye, 
goodby, vale, adios, cheerio 

good-humored: (adj) affable, 
cheerful, good-natured, pleasant, 
sweet, funny, amicable, congenial, 
mild, obliging 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind-
hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered 

good-naturedly: (adv) friendly, 

obligingly, graciously, nicely, kind-
heartedly, genially, agreeably 

good-tempered: (adj) good-natured, 
easy, complaisant, good-humored 

gorged: (adj) sated, full, stuffed, 
congested, replete, satisfied, 
bursting, surfeited; (v) ready to 
burst 

gorky: (n) maxim Gorki, Nizhni 
Novgorod 

gotterdammerung: (n) Twilight of the 
Gods, ragnarok 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
stocky, awkward, vigorous, jerky, 
ugly, stilted, heavy, coarse, 
strenuous 

graceless: (adj) inelegant, clumsy, 
godless, depraved, gauche, 
abandoned, ungracious, dissolute, 
ungraceful, rude, barbaric. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
suave, elegant 

graded: (adj) graduated, phased, 
alphabetical, thoroughbred, 
passable, improved, hierarchic, 
hierarchal, bedded, dirt, graveled 

grading: (n) classification, sorting, 
leveling, marking, sizing, blending, 
progressive interconnection, 
separation, order, screening, 
ordering 

graduated: (adj) gradational, 
gradatory, equal, measured, 
proportional, regressive, calibrated; 
(n) graduate 

graft: (n, v) transplant, toil; (n) 
corruption, bribery, bud, grafting, 
bribe, implant; (v) engraft, ingraft, 
boodle 

gran: (n) grandmother, grannie, 
granny, nan 

grandchild: (n) granddaughter, 
offspring, progeny 

grandeur: (n) dignity, splendor, 
magnitude, brilliance, glory, pomp, 
elegance, majesty, magnificence, 
grandness; (adj, n) solemnity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
simplicity 

grandly: (adv) splendidly, 
gorgeously, magnificently, regally, 
majestically, beautifully, stately, 
grandiosely, illustriously, superbly, 
greatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) simply, 
humbly 

granting: (n) concession, conceding, 
yielding, surrendering, issue, 
agreement; (conj) although 

grasshopper: (n) goat, frog, chamois, 
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orthopteron, orthopteran, cricket, 
locust, cocktail, acridid, flea 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, 
pleased, delighted, happy, thankful, 
grateful, content, complacent, 
comfortable, cheerful 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, 
accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, 
momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, 
slightly; (adj) soft 

graveyard: (n) burial ground, 
churchyard, necropolis, burying 
ground, burial site, site, burial place, 
radioactive cemetery, memorial 
park, morgue 

gravitation: (n) gravity, attraction, 
pull, graveness, habit, gravitational 
attraction, gravitational force, 
attractive force 

grazing: (n) pasturage, feeding, 
shaving, farming, Estancia, eating, 
skimming 

great-grandson: (n) great-grandchild 
greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 

dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity 

greed: (n) cupidity, covetousness, 
avariciousness, desire, appetite, 
rapacity, voracity, voraciousness, 
gluttony, stinginess, insatiability. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
temperance 

greedily: (adv) covetously, avidly, 
voraciously, ravenously, 
rapaciously, acquisitively, 
gluttonously, hungrily, graspingly, 
eagerly, enviously. ANTONYM: 
(adv) sparingly 

greediness: (n) avarice, cupidity, 
covetousness, eagerness, gluttony, 
selfishness, avidity, miserliness, 
hunger, stinginess, voracity. 
ANTONYM: (n) moderation 

greedy: (adj) avid, gluttonous, 
desirous, grasping, acquisitive, 
glutton, piggish, voracious, selfish; 
(adj, v) avaricious, covetous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temperate, 
ascetic, unconcerned, abstemious, 
moderate 

greeley: (n) Horace Greeley 
greyhound: (adj) race horse, gazelle, 

courser, eagle; (n) grayhound 
grievance: (n) injustice, wrong, 

grudge, affliction, protest, objection, 
disaffection, discontentment, 
dissatisfaction; (adj) annoyance; (adj, 
n) distress. ANTONYMS: (n) justice, 
praise 

grime: (n, v) soil; (n) filth, dirt, 
squalor, grease; (v) dirty, colly, 
begrime, contaminate, pollute; (adj, 
v) smudge. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
clean; (n) cleanliness 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard 

grins: (n) merriment, amusement, 
entertainment, fun, gaiety, levity, 
diversion, mirth, recreation, sport 

grisly: (adj) grim, gruesome, 
forbidding, frightful, macabre, 
fearful, formidable, eerie, terrific, 
redoubtable, horrendous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

grizzly: (adj) grey, gray, grizzled, 
greyish, ashen, grayish, dull, hoary, 
leaden; (n) grizzly bear, silvertip 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint 

groping: (adj) fumbling, gropingly, 
investigative, incertain, blind, 
probing, tentative, uncertain, 
unsure, hesitant, exploratory 

grossness: (n) commonness, 
vulgarism, inelegance, obscenity, 
vulgarity, corpulence, indecency, 
crassitude, crassness, crudity, 
density 

grotesque: (adj) fantastic, bizarre, 
funny, antic, absurd, droll, strange, 
baroque, weird, ugly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, normal, 
commonplace, attractive 

grotesquely: (adv) monstrously, 
ludicrously, unnaturally, anticly, 
funnily, hideously, ridiculously, 
bizarrely, fantasticly, fantastically, 
drolly 

grouping: (n) group, class, 
arrangement, association, collection, 
category, disposition, order, union, 
party, sort 

growling: (adj) grunting, doggish, 
churlish, brutal, guttural, hoarse, 
husky, peevish; (n) scowling, 
glowering 

grown-up: (adj) mature, big, full-
grown, ripe, grown, full-fledged 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) 
coarse, rough, hoarse, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, 
friendly, high, velvety, smooth, 
mellow, gentle, civil, polite 

grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
compliment, rejoice 

grumbler: (n) grouch, croaker, 
growler, crybaby, bellyacher, 
crosspatch, grump, sourpuss, 
curmudgeon; (v) malcontent, 
laudator temporis acti 

guaranty: (n) assurance, bail, deposit, 
pledge, pawn, security, warranty, 
hostage, assure, caution; (n, v) 
warrant 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frank, careless, 
trusting, reckless, open, unwary, 
natural 

guardedly: (adv) cautiously, 
circumspectly, warily, charily, 
conservatively, vigilantly, 
watchfully, reticently, prudently, 
cagily, gingerly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frankly, trustingly, carelessly, 
recklessly, thoughtlessly 

guatemala: (n) Republic of 
Guatemala 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig 

guileless: (adj) candid, artless, 
forthright, sincere, innocent, 
ingenuous, honest, pure, simple, 
open, straightforward. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, sly, 
evasive 

guillotine: (n) trimmer, block, ax, 
closure by compartment, cutter, gag 
rule; (v) decapitate, cut, execute, kill, 
murder 

guillotining: (n) execution 
gunpowder: (n) powder, guncotton, 

fine particles, face powder, dust, 
concentrate, ammunition, residue; 
(v) shot 

gurney: (n) cart 
gutenberg: (n) Laurens Janszoon 

Coster, Laurens Janszoon Koster, 
Johannes Gutenberg, Johann 
Gutenberg 

gutter: (n) groove, trough, ditch, 
drain, chute, trench, canal, furrow, 
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conduit, waterway, gully 
gymnasium: (n) ring, stadium, 

cockpit, bear garden, Corso, circus, 
Flavian amphitheater, high school, 
lists, seminar, palestra 

habitable: (adj) livable, liveable 
habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, 

usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, 
confirmed, accustomed, natural, 
commonplace, everyday, ordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, 
infrequent, mild, irregular, 
exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
innovative 

habitually: (adv) usually, ordinarily, 
normally, generally, regularly, 
frequently, commonly, routinely, 
wontedly, conventionally, 
commonplacely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unusually, seldom, erratically, 
exceptionally, occasionally 

habitude: (n) custom, tendency, trick, 
practice, constitution, propensity, 
pattern, habitus, form, wont, use 

hack: (v) chop, cut down, rip, gash, 
mutilate, fell; (adj, v) chop up; (n) 
hacker, drudge, nag, incision 

haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
healthy 

hale: (adj) healthy, whole, sturdy, 
strong, sane, rugged, robust; (v) 
drag; (adj, n) well, hearty, sound. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwell 

half-hearted: (adj) hesitant, 
lukewarm, irresolute, lackadaisical, 
tepid, unsympathetic, listless 

half-witted: (adj) imbecile, idiotic, 
foolish, weak-minded, simple, half-
baked, dull, retarded, dense 

halo: (n) halation, aura, glory, ring, 
circle, corona, nimbus, hoop, 
aureola, band, anchor ring 

halves: (n) semi, share 
hancock: (n) John Hancock, 

autograph 
handbook: (adj, n) manual; (n) guide, 

enchiridion, vade mecum, bible, 
brochure, text-book, book, 
compendium, instruction book, text 

handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 
production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship 

handwork: (n) handcraft, handicraft, 
manual, manual labor 

hansom: (n) cab, car, fly, cabriolet, 
rig, droshki, growler, drosky, 
equipage, stage wagon, omnibus 

haphazard: (adj, n) chance; (adj) 

careless, fortuitous, contingent, 
random, casual, indiscriminate, 
occasional, slipshod, adventitious; 
(adv) casually. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
methodical, discerning, planned, 
organized, meticulous, regular, 
careful, deliberate 

harbor: (n) dock, asylum, wharf; (n, 
v) cover, port, harbour, shelter; (v) 
shield, contain, cherish, conceal. 
ANTONYM: (v) relieve 

hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 
confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, 
untempered, feeling, mild 

hardening: (v) harden; (n) 
solidification, curing, sclerosis, 
callosity, calcification, symptom, 
inurement, hardener; (adj) 
reprobation, perversion 

hard-headed: (adj) unyielding, 
common-sense, utilitarian, 
unrelenting 

harness: (adj, n) strap, tether; (n, v) 
yoke, rein, couple, check; (adj, v) 
hitch; (v) wear, equip, limit, use. 
ANTONYM: (v) undo 

harrowing: (adj) agonizing, 
excruciating, painful, distressing, 
torturous, disturbing, tormenting, 
traumatic, frightful, terrible; (v) 
rending. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartening, pleasing, safe 

harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 
strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, 
rigidly; (adj, adv) piercingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
harmoniously, quietly, gently, 
elaborately, leniently, smoothly, 
tolerantly, cheerfully, loosely, 
pleasantly 

harshness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
severity, acrimony, brutality, 
hardness, roughness, rigor, 
inclemency, hoarseness; (adj, n) 
strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, leniency, quietness, 
flexibility, kindness, mercy, 
sweetness, melodiousness, 
brightness, smoothness, lenience 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, 
rush; (n, v) further, forward, 

dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble 

hastened: (adj) careless 
hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 

sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
considered, leisurely, sensible, 
gradual, thorough, cautious, careful, 
roundabout, prudent, patient 

hatchet: (n) tomahawk, chopper, 
adze, winter virgin, weapon; (v) cut, 
hack, hew; (adj) pickax, mattock, 
pick 

hater: (n) individual, someone, 
somebody, person, human, mortal, 
soul, misanthrope, loather, 
francophobe, abominator 

hating: (adj) loathful, abhorring, 
disgusting, misanthropic, vengeful; 
(n) venom 

haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass 

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned 

haunting: (adj) moving, memorable, 
unforgettable, beguiling, attractive, 
ominous, weird, treasured, 
evocative, etched in your mind, 
deep. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
forgettable, unremarkable 

havana: (adj) brown mottle; (n) 
Cuban capital 

hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, 
sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (n) eagle, 
goshawk, harrier, buzzard 

hayes: (n) Hays, hay, Rutherford 
Birchard Hayes, president Hayes, 
Helen Hayes 

hays: (n) hay, will Hays, William 
Harrison Hays, Arthur Garfield 
Hays 

hayward: (n) chokidar 
haze: (n) fog, cloud, confusion, vapor, 

blur, daze, film, cloudiness, 
turbidity; (n, v) mist; (v) dim. 
ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, brightness 

hazy: (adj) fuzzy, cloudy, vague, 
blurred, foggy, nebulous, misty, 
indistinct, blurry, faint, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, distinct, 
precise, sunny, thick, detailed, 
definite, strong 

headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 
directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, 
precipitous, impetuous, sudden, 
precipitate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cautiously, considered; (adv) 
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carefully 
hearer: (n) audience, listener, 

eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, 
earwitness, attendant, attendee, 
attender, audient, beholder 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously 

heartrending: (adj) grievous, 
deplorable, pitiful, distressing, 
catastrophic, woeful, tragic, pathetic, 
moving, miserable, affecting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
unemotional, joyous, happy 

heathen: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic; (n) 
infidel, idolater, paynim, heretic; 
(adj) heathenish, irreligious, giaour, 
godless, barbaric 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent 

hebrews: (n) epistle to the Hebrews 
hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 

restricted; (adj) bounded 
heedless: (adj) careless, reckless, 

inattentive, neglectful, negligent, 
thoughtless, rash, regardless, 
unwary, indifferent; (adj, v) wanton. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) heedful, 
attentive, mindful, conscientious, 
prudent, careful, cautious 

heightened: (adj) excited, intense, 
irritate, keen, resonant, sensitive 

heinous: (adj) atrocious, grievous, 
evil, wicked, flagrant, flagitious, 
monstrous, hateful; (adj, v) gross, 
nefarious, infamous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) good 

heirloom: (n) fixtures, antique, 
property, legacy, heritage, 
inheritance, principal, museum 
piece, plant, estate; (adj, n) valuable 

helplessly: (adv) weakly, 
powerlessly, lostly, destitutely, 
shiftlessly, defenselessly, 
unprotectedly, ineffectively, 
wretchedly, incompetently, 
disabledly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
powerfully 

helplessness: (n) powerlessness, 
defenselessness, dependence, 
impotency, impotence, inability, 
impuissance, incapability, 
incapacity, defencelessness, failing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, 
capacity, strength 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following 

henceforward: (adv) in future, from 
now on, from this time on, from this 
moment on, after this 

hercules: (adj, n) atlas; (n) atlantes, 
Caryatides, Samson, Alcides, giant, 
Goliath, Herakles, Cyclops, Persides; 
(adj) superman 

hereditary: (adj) familial, ancestral, 
inherent, heritable, inherited, 
inborn, congenital, innate, 
patrimonial, native, heredity 

heresy: (n) paganism, heathenism, 
false doctrine, nonconformity, 
revisionism, unbelief, orientation, 
apostasy, fallacy, schism, dissent 

heritable: (adj) genetic, ancestral, 
inheritable, transmissible, 
hereditable, patrimonial, Neer, 
innate, inbred, inborn, familial 

herring: (n) brisling, bloater, White-
salted herring , shad, clupeid fish, 
Atlantic herring, anchovies, food 
fish, Isospondyli, order Isospondyli, 
Picton herring 

hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, 
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, 
hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly 

heterogeneous: (adj, v) different; 
(adj) assorted, miscellaneous, mixed, 
unlike, motley, varied, various, 
disparate, heterogenous; (v) diverse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) homogeneous, 
autogenous 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful 

highland: (n) plateau, down, 
eminence, table, hill, rise, tableland, 
height, mountainous, elevation, 
raised ground 

highroad: (n) main road, trunk road, 
a highway 

hilarity: (adj, n) mirth, merriment; (n) 
delight, exhilaration, cheerfulness, 
joy, jollity, gaiety, happiness, 
laughter, fun. ANTONYMS: (n) 
boredom, despondency, misery 

hindu: (adj) Hindi; (n) Brahmin, 
Hindostani, chela, Hindoostani, 
Brahman, Vaishnava, Hindustani, 
Kshatriya 

hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique 

hippo: (n) hippopotamus amphibius, 
artiodactyl mammal, river horse; 
(adj) obese 

hippodrome: (n) circus, arena, 

Flavian amphitheater, amphitheater, 
gymnasium, race course, 
playground, palestra, lists, 
racecourse, stadium 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither 

hive: (adj) swarm, herd; (v) store, SE 
nicher; (n) concourse, hiding place, 
cave, cell, den, aerie, eyry 

hoar: (n) frost, rime, hoarfrost, 
hoariness; (adj) gray, hoary, 
canescent, grizzly, greyish, frosty, 
ancient 

hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, mellow, velvety, high 

hockey: (n) field hockey, Hawkey, 
bandy ball, battledore and 
shuttlecock, shindy, contact sport, 
field game, hookey, hockey stick, 
fives, football 

homage: (n) allegiance, obeisance, 
fealty, accolade, honor, loyalty, 
worship, veneration, deference, 
devotion, compliment 

homelike: (adj) domestic, cosy, 
comfortable, homy, easeful, snug, 
cozy, homey, comfy, homebody 

homesick: (adj) nostalgic, longing, 
wistful, unhappy, lonesome 

homunculus: (n) dwarf, manikin, 
mannikin, Lilliputian, atomy, 
midget, pygmy, form, fashion 
model, dapperling 

honey-bee: (n) bee 
honor: (n, v) respect, reputation, 

glory, fame, reward; (n) award, 
accolade, reverence; (v) celebrate; 
(adj, n, v) worship, grace. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) dishonor, 
disgrace; (n) shame, humiliation, 
wickedness, contempt, insult; (v) 
break, ignore, disrespect, discredit 

honorable: (adj) good, estimable, 
exalted, respectable, fair, decent, 
reputable, ethical, honor; (adj, v) 
great, noble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameful, disgraceful, corrupt, 
degenerate, immoral, humiliating, 
dishonest, unethical, decadent, bad, 
deceitful 

honorably: (adv) nobly, honourably, 
justly, fairly, decently, 
commendably, with honor, 
heroically, creditably, respectably, 
worthily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disgracefully, dishonorably, sinfully, 
unfairly 

honorarium: (n) bonus, 
compensation, allowance, pay, 
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gratuity, income, douceur; (v) 
bounty, oblation, help, largess 

honors: (n) formality 
hopelessly: (adv) despairingly, 

forlornly, despondently, uselessly, 
desolately, futilely, wretchedly, 
lostly, sadly, dejectedly, dispiritedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
effectively, slightly 

horribly: (adv) horrifically, awfully, 
terrifically, hideously, atrociously, 
appallingly; (adj, adv) frightfully, 
terribly, fearfully, shockingly; (adj) 
ghastly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
pleasantly, wonderfully, kindly, 
sweetly 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part 
horseshoe: (n) bow, arc, arch, carve, 

crescent, arcade, loop, curve, brake 
shoe, lunule, vault 

hose: (n) stocking, pipe, tights, 
hosepipe, hosiery, fire hose, airline, 
trunk hose; (v) water, cheat; (n, v) 
wash 

hostess: (n) mistress, air hostess, 
flight attendant, housewife, steward, 
innkeeper, landlady, prostitute, host 

hotly: (adv) heatedly, passionately, 
fervidly, fervently, pepperily, 
sultrily, intensely, sharply, torridly; 
(adj, adv) violently, vehemently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) impassively, 
mildly 

hourly: (adv) always, by the hour, 
daily, often, constantly, continually, 
frequently; (adj) horary, continual, 
ephemeral; (n) an hour 

hovering: (adj) suspended, poised, 
impending, flying, high 

howe: (n) Julia ward Howe 
howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 

shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, 
growl, yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling 

humanities: (n) classicism, belles 
lettres, chronology, humanistic 
discipline, literature, republic of 
letters, literae humaniores, liberal 
arts, romanticism, romantic, polite 
literature 

humiliating: (adj) humbling, 
embarrassing, mortifying, 
demeaning, shameful, disgraceful, 
ignominious, abject, dishonorable; 
(v) humiliate; (n) infra dignitatem. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dignified, 

honorable, glorious, reassuring, 
mild 

humming: (adj) droning, zippy, 
reeking, bustling, grunting, stinking; 
(n) buzzing, vocalizing, sound, 
murmur, growling 

humor: (n, v) caprice, freak, humour; 
(n) temper, mood, disposition, wit; 
(v) indulge, gratify; (adj, n) spirit, 
frame of mind. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, gravity, solemnity; (v) 
displease 

humorous: (adj) comical, funny, 
comic, droll, playful, hilarious, 
jocose, farcical, jocular; (adj, n) 
facetious, witty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, humorless, dull 

hundredth: (n) centesm, common 
fraction, one percent, secular 

hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 
required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim 

hurrying: (n) hastening, speed, 
quickening, rushing, early, 
speeding, speeding up, stepping up, 
amphetamine, forward, eager 

hurtful: (adj) harmful, destructive, 
evil, detrimental, deleterious, bad, 
injurious, cutting, baneful, baleful, 
noisome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasing, harmless, pleasant, 
comforting, complimentary, 
merciful, helpful, advantageous, 
flattering, benign, generous 

hustings: (n) rostrum, pulpit, 
platform, ambo, amphitheater, 
electioneering, tribune, theater, 
state, reading desk, lecture room 

huxley: (n) Aldous Huxley, Thomas 
Huxley, Thomas Henry Huxley, 
English writer, Andrew Huxley, 
Aldous Leonard Huxley, Andrew 
fielding Huxley 

huygens: (n) Christiaan Huygens, 
Christian Huygens 

hypothenuse: (n) cotangent, angle, 
cosine 

hysteria: (n) delirium, frenzy, 
hysteric, madness, fury, craze, furor, 
panic, uterus, neuroticism, mania. 
ANTONYM: (n) order 

hysterics: (adj) frenzy, hysterical, 
phrensy; (n) panic, mirth, emotional 
behavior, dramatics, paroxysm, 
rage, tantrum, affected behavior 

idiocy: (n) folly, absurdity, amentia, 
fatuity, idiot, foolishness, lunacy, 
silliness, madness, idiotism, 
stupidity. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
logic, wisdom 

idiotic: (adj) absurd, foolish, fatuous, 
imbecile, crazy, stupid, ridiculous, 

mindless, silly, unwise, daft. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, genius, 
clever 

idler: (n) lazybones, laggard, bum, 
loafer, loiterer, loon, shirker, 
layabout, lounger, vagabond; (v) 
dawdle 

idly: (adj, adv) foolishly; (adv) vainly, 
vaguely, listlessly, forgetfully, 
distractedly; (adj) thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) energetically 

idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 
graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved 

idolatry: (adj, n) devotion; (n) 
worship, veneration, idol worship, 
iconolatry, bibliolatry; (adj) 
infatuation, fervor, flame, 
enthusiasm, enchantment 

ignominy: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
shame, reproach, contempt, 
disrepute, degradation, discredit, 
scandal; (adj, n) odium; (adj) 
opprobrium. ANTONYMS: (n) 
success, glorification, pride 

ignoramus: (n) fool, dolt, idiot, 
blockhead, simpleton, numskull, 
bungler, dullard, dumbbell, 
dummy, booby 

ikon: (n) picture, image, likeness, 
chiaroscuro, cyclorama, diorama, 
effigy, simulacrum, film, electronic 
image, epitome 

ill-defined: (adj) unclear, ambiguous, 
vague, indistinct, obscure, fuzzy, 
loose, general, faint, hazy 

illegible: (adj) not legible, obscure, 
indecipherable, unclear, scrawled, 
paradoxical, blind, cramped, 
undecipherable, unreadable, 
hidden. ANTONYMS: (adj) legible, 
readable, clear 

ill-fitted: (adj) ill-suited, inapt 
illiterate: (adj) uneducated, rude, 

unschooled, unlearned, untaught, 
empty, green, letterless, 
uninstructed, unread; (n) 
analphabetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
educated, economical 

ill-natured: (adj) cantankerous, 
peevish, sour, surly, catty, crabbed, 
gruff, disagreeable, malignant, 
malicious, malevolent 

illogical: (adj) unreasonable, 
inconsistent, confused, disjointed, 
disconnected, fallacious, incoherent, 
senseless, inconsequent, 
preposterous, irrational. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, 
sensible, valid, coherent, reasonable, 
consistent 

illumination: (n) brightness, 
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illuminance, lighting, light, 
explanation, elucidation, edification, 
luminousness, luminosity, 
illustration; (adj, n) irradiation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) education, 
knowledge, confusion 

illusions: (n) fantasy 
illusive: (adj) deceptive, false, 

delusive, imaginary, fallacious, 
unreal, seeming, ostensible, 
apparent, fanciful, fantastic 

ill-will: (n) enmity 
imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 

possible, thinkable, plausible, 
earthly, believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible 

imagining: (n) conception, 
daydream, fantasy, opinion; (v) 
imagine; (adj) imaginant 

imbued: (adj) addicted, alive, 
instinct, full 

imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, 
ape, emulate, follow, feign, 
counterfeit, mimic, mock, assume, 
act 

imitated: (adj) mimical 
imitating: (adj) imitative; (n) 

emulation, mimicry, forgery, acting 
immaterial: (adj) insignificant, 

inconsequential, irrelevant, 
disembodied, incorporeal, trivial, 
bodiless, spiritual, unimportant, 
extraneous, psychic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) significant, material, corporeal, 
physical, tangible, important 

immeasurable: (adj) endless, 
immense, infinite, huge, enormous, 
illimitable, unmeasurable, 
incalculable, inestimable, 
innumerable, interminable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) limited, minute, 
finite, shallow, slight, negligible, 
tiny, few, minor, small 

immeasurably: (adv) boundlessly, 
endlessly, immensely, greatly, 
much; (adj) exceedingly, extremely, 
exquisitely, acutely, ultra, intensely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) slightly 

immolation: (n) holocaust, human 
sacrifices, suttee; (v) oblation, 
offering, sacrifice, favor, free gift, 
boon, benefaction, grant 

immoral: (adj) evil, bad, depraved, 
indecent, dissolute, corrupt, 
criminal, unprincipled, dirty, unfair, 
lewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, 
decent, honest, ethical, principled, 
good, restrained, amoral, right, 
righteous, pure 

immorality: (n) iniquity, degeneracy, 

corruption, evil, vice, sin, evilness, 
wickedness, debauchery, devilry, 
wrong. ANTONYMS: (n) 
righteousness, decency, piety, 
morality, restraint, honesty, good 

immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, 
undying, endless, monumental; (adj, 
v) deathless, imperishable, 
celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
forgettable, perishable, temporary 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, 
undying. ANTONYM: (n) mortality 

immovable: (adj, v) firm, fixed; (adj) 
adamant, steadfast, motionless, 
unyielding, unmovable, set, 
imperturbable, inflexible; (v) fast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, moving, 
mobile, flexible, movable, 
acquiescent, temporary, irresolute 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, 
confer. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
withdraw 

impartial: (adj) just, equitable, 
disinterested, unprejudiced, 
unbiased, dispassionate, even-
handed, candid, even, evenhanded, 
detached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
partial, partisan, prejudiced, 
subjective, unfair, unjust 

impartiality: (adj, n) justice, honesty; 
(n) fairness, disinterestedness, 
candor, equality, indifference, 
detachment, evenhandedness; (adj) 
impartial, fair play. ANTONYMS: 
(n) injustice, bias, inequality, 
partiality, prejudice, subjectivity 

impassable: (adj) impervious, 
impenetrable, impracticable, 
invincible, insuperable, inaccessible, 
unpassable, innavigable, 
inextricable, closed, impossible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) passable, open 

impassive: (adj) expressionless, calm, 
cool, stolid, stoic, callous, 
impervious, quiet, peaceful, 
emotionless, dull. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) expressive, mobile, involved, 
demonstrative, affected, passionate, 
sympathetic, spirited, knowing, 
enthusiastic 

impatience: (n) annoyance, 
eagerness, anger, intolerance, 
restlessness, fidget, nervousness, 
fidgetiness, enthusiasm, edginess; 
(adj) nonendurance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) calmness, endurance, apathy 

impede: (v) clog, hinder, bar, 
obstruct, barricade, delay, preclude, 
check, curb, encumber, embarrass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) facilitate, help, 
encourage, free, assist, prompt, 
broaden 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, 
encouraged, goaded, motivated, 
bound 

impending: (adj) forthcoming, close, 
future, coming, approaching, near, 
prospective, pending, at hand, 
upcoming, threatening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, unlikely, 
past 

impenetrable: (adj) impassable, thick, 
incomprehensible, hard, mysterious, 
unfathomable, unintelligible, 
impervious, opaque, heavy, obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) penetrable, 
readable, straightforward, apparent, 
simple, sparse, vulnerable, 
accessible, transparent, 
understandable, open 

impenitent: (adj) obdurate, 
unrepentant, callous, uncontrite, 
hard, obstinate, unconverted, 
unremorseful, unregenerated, 
cussed, unpenitent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) remorseful, apologetic 

imperative: (adj) essential, imperious, 
exigent, absolute, pressing, 
peremptory, vital, commanding, 
urgent; (adj, v) necessary; (adj, n) 
prerequisite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, optional, 
submissive, beseeching; (n) option 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, 
gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 
strong 

imperfectly: (adv) faultily, 
defectively, badly, deficiently, 
incompletely, partially, poorly, 
inadequately, sketchily, incorrectly, 
halfway. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
perfectly, flawlessly, correctly, well 

impersonal: (adj) neutral, objective, 
detached, cold, impartial, 
indifferent, aloof, personal, 
equitable, remote, clinical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, friend, 
involved 

impertinence: (n) audacity, gall, 
impudence, insolence, disrespect, 
effrontery, brass, boldness, 
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impertinency, sauciness, freshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) politeness, 
seriousness, reticence 

impervious: (adj) impenetrable, 
inaccessible, callous, impassable, 
imperviable, invulnerable, 
waterproof, tight, resistant, 
insensitive, pachydermatous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) vulnerable, 
pervious, susceptible, affected, 
penetrable, receptive, scared, 
sensitive 

impinge: (v) entrench, bump, clash, 
collide, impact, to strike, trench, 
intrude, infringe, hit, contravene 

implacable: (adj) cruel, remorseless, 
irreconcilable, pitiless, merciless, 
grim, unappeasable, deadly, mortal, 
relentless, unforgiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) placable, 
unrelenting 

implements: (n) equipment, 
apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, 
outfit, hardware, trappings 

impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 
option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, 
alternative, choice, contradiction, 
contradiction in terms, 
doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
possibility, probability 

impotence: (n) weakness, inability, 
feebleness, debility, impuissance, 
powerlessness, impotency, erectile 
dysfunction, infertility, quality, 
imbecility 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed 

impressionable: (adj) susceptible, 
responsive, thin-skinned, 
susceptive, receptive, tender, 
touchy, sensible, sentimental, 
vulnerable, sensitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unimpressionable, rebellious, 
invulnerable 

impropriety: (n) barbarism, 
obscenity, indecorum, error, 
rudeness, indelicacy, incorrectness, 
solecism, wrongness; (adj) 
immorality, inaptitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decency, 
correctness 

improvised: (adj, adv) off the cuff, 
informal, unplanned; (adj) 
extemporaneous, improvisatory, 
offhand, makeshift, spontaneous, 
unrehearsed, temporary, 
extemporized. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

prepared, permanent 
impunity: (n) impune, come off, 

freedom, immunity, permission, 
forgiveness. ANTONYM: (n) 
liability 

inadequacy: (n) imperfection, defect, 
inability, failure, shortage, 
incompetence, fault, deficit, 
inadequate, dearth, disproportion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) adequacy, 
sufficiency, efficiency, abundance, 
virtue, superiority, perfection, 
fruitfulness, competence, capability 

inadmissible: (adj) ineligible, 
improper, unqualified, 
inappropriate, inconvenient, unfit, 
impermissible, unbearable, 
inadequate, undesirable; (v) 
illtimed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, allowable 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable 

inarticulate: (adj) unintelligible, 
silent, vague, muffled, incoherent, 
mute, incomprehensible, 
unarticulate, speechless, guttural, 
fuzzy. ANTONYMS: (adj) articulate, 
eloquent, fluent, distinct, talkative 

inaugural: (n) inauguration, speech, 
installation; (adj) first, foremost, 
initiatory, initiative, initial, 
prefatory, maiden; (adj, v) proemial 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, 
boundless, inestimable, immense, 
infinite, myriad, numerous, 
invaluable, unpredictable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calculable, 
negligible, limited, worthless, tiny, 
slight, finite, few, definite, small, 
minor 

incapacity: (n) inability, impotence, 
incapability, disqualification, 
inadequacy, disablement, 
inefficiency, powerlessness, 
insufficiency, incompetency; (adj) 
imbecility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
capacity, ability, strength 

incarnate: (adj) embodied, bodied, 
material, corporeal; (v) materialize, 
typify, actualize, substantiate, 
personify, be, body forth 

incense: (v) enrage, anger, provoke, 
irritate, infuriate, aggravate, rile, 
cense, inflame; (n) fragrance, aroma. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, pacify 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 

interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite 

incited: (adj) encouraged, impelled, 
driven 

incitement: (n) impetus, incentive, 
incitation, encouragement, 
fomentation, stimulus, stimulation, 
provocation, motive, impulse; (n, v) 
goad. ANTONYMS: (n) prevention, 
deterrent, disincentive 

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; 
(n) hollow, descent 

incoherent: (adj) disjointed, 
disconnected, delirious, rambling, 
confused, disordered, incompatible, 
wandering, muddled, inconsistent, 
contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clear, articulate, eloquent, 
intelligible, lucid, sound, concise, 
consistent 

incomparably: (adv) superlatively, 
matchlessly, uniquely, 
exceptionally, outstandingly, 
unbeatably, uncomparably, 
excellently, very, greatly, beyond 
compare. ANTONYM: (adv) 
comparably 

incompetence: (n) inability, 
inaptitude, inadequacy, 
disqualification, ineptitude, 
impotence, ineptness, incompetency, 
insufficiency, incapability; (adj) 
inefficiency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
efficiency, skill, capability, 
effectiveness, ability 

incompetent: (adj) incapable, inapt, 
inadequate, unable, awkward, 
clumsy, feeble, useless, powerless, 
insufficient, unskilled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) capable, skillful, 
dynamic, efficient, clever, helpful, 
professional, trained, organized, 
practical, brilliant 

incompleteness: (n) inadequacy, 
incompletion, faultiness, wholeness, 
unity, integrity, imperfectness; (adj) 
deficiency, fault, defect, foible. 
ANTONYM: (n) completeness 

inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 
hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 
unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible 

inconceivably: (adv) unthinkably, 
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amazingly, astoundingly, beyond 
belief, impenetrably, implausibly, 
unintelligibly, unfathomably, 
unbelievably, inexplicably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) conceivably 

inconsequence: (n) illogicality, 
independence, irrelevance, 
inconsequentness, inconsistency, 
insignificance, unimportance. 
ANTONYM: (n) importance 

incontestable: (adj) undeniable, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
irrefutable, incontrovertible, certain, 
sure, watertight, unarguable, 
positive, irrefragable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) contestable, dubious, 
questionable, debatable 

inconvenient: (adj) inopportune, 
awkward, disadvantageous, 
bothersome, improper, unfavorable, 
troublesome, hard, inapt, untoward, 
unfortunate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
convenient, suitable, opportune, 
timely, advantageous 

incredulous: (adj) dubious, doubtful, 
suspicious, unbelieving, faithless, 
skeptical, doubting, lacking faith, 
questioning, cynical, mistrustful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) convinced 

incur: (n, v) contract; (v) catch, get, 
incite, begin, cause, encounter, 
experience, obtain, suffer, receive 

indefinite: (adj, v) ambiguous, vague; 
(adj) uncertain, boundless, hazy, 
equivocal, unlimited, doubtful, 
dubious, imprecise, indecisive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, limited, 
fixed, constrained, specific, distinct, 
known, precise, clear, exact 

indelible: (adj) ineffaceable, 
memorable, fixed, ineradicable, 
lasting, irrevocable, ingrained; (adj, 
v) indestructible; (n) impressive, 
deep; (v) incorruptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) erasable, fleeting 

indeterminable: (adj) insolvable, 
irresolvable, indefinite, 
indeterminate, unascertainable, 
incalculable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
determinable 

indiana: (n) inch, Hoosier State; (adj) 
Midwestern, Illinois 

indictable: (adj) actionable, culpable, 
guilty, criminal 

indictment: (n) accusation, 
impeachment, complaint, bill of 
indictment, information, lawsuit, 
blame, accusal, true bill; (n, v) 
allegation, attack. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acquittal, confirmation 

indigestible: (adj) unpalatable, 
stodgy, inedible, incocted, 

inadmissible, starchy, heavy, tough, 
undigestible, filling, innutritious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, digestible, 
tasty, readable 

indignantly: (adv) irately, angrily, 
wrathfully, enragedly, sorely, 
acrimoniously, cynically, sulkily, 
hotly, exasperatedly, furiously 

indiscreet: (adj) careless, imprudent, 
incautious, ill-advised, rash, 
unadvised, unwise, impolitic, hasty, 
tactless, inadvisable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, tactful, judicious, 
guarded 

indispensable: (adj, v) necessary, 
imperative, requisite; (adj) 
obligatory, fundamental, required, 
mandatory, vital, urgent, absolutely 
necessary; (v) needful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dispensable, 
nonessential, optional, marginal, 
unnecessary, worthless, minor 

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, 
inarticulate, faint, dull, fuzzy, 
indeterminate, hazy, neutral; (adj, n) 
confused, cloudy, dark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, slight, 
separate, certain, precise, audible, 
strong, definite 

indolence: (n) laziness, inaction, 
lethargy, inertia, inactivity, 
listlessness, slowness, torpor, 
sluggishness, apathy; (adj, n) sloth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
nimbleness, activity, bustle, 
liveliness, vigor 

indolent: (adj) idle, lazy, slothful, 
sluggish, careless, slow, dull, torpid, 
inert, drowsy, listless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) active, industrious, vigorous, 
diligent 

inducement: (n) enticement, 
attraction, cause, incitement, 
impulse, temptation, bait, impetus, 
occasion, motive, goad. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disincentive, 
deterrent 

inducing: (v) induce, remind, call to 
mind, suggest, bring to mind; (n) 
incentive, causing, causation, 
thought; (adj) cogent, persuasive 

indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) 
coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired 

indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 
delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 
luxury, enjoyment, leniency, 

pardon. ANTONYMS: (n) denial, 
virtue, intolerance, uprightness, 
necessity, indifference, dismay, 
severity 

indulgent: (adj) forgiving, gentle, 
clement, lenient, soft, kind, gracious, 
tolerant, merciful, compassionate; 
(adj, v) permissive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intolerant, unsympathetic, 
severe, restrained, harsh, 
hardhearted, abstemious, 
disapproving 

indurated: (adj) hardened, hard, 
callous, firm, impassive, inveterate, 
scirrhous, sclerous, sclerotic 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, 
destructive, weary, careless 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive 

inert: (adj) idle, dead, sluggish, dull, 
indolent, inactive, lifeless, dormant, 
flat, inanimate, passive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active, animate, 
proactive, keen, live, alive, mobile 

inertia: (n) idleness, lethargy, 
inaction, passivity, laziness, 
inertness, indolence, apathy, 
lassitude, languor, inactiveness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, activity, 
activeness 

inexhaustible: (adj) indefatigable, 
immeasurable, unfailing, infinite, 
boundless, illimitable, unlimited, 
incalculable, unexhaustible, 
unapproachable, unfathomable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) limited, 
unproductive 

inexplicable: (adj) incomprehensible, 
mysterious, unaccountable, 
inscrutable, unfathomable, 
enigmatic, baffling, indecipherable, 
unexplained, incognizable, 
preternatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
understandable, explicable, 
mundane, apparent, explainable, 
straightforward, natural, legible 

inexplicably: (adv) enigmatically, 
incredibly, phenomenally, 
unbelievably, impenetrably, 
unfathomably, unintelligibly, 
unusually; (adj) suspiciously, 
unreasonably, unduly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unremarkably, 
understandably 
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infallible: (adj) sure, inevitable, 
positive, inerrable, unfailing, 
absolute, confident, definite, 
dependable; (adj, v) unerring; (n) 
sterling. ANTONYMS: (adj) fallible, 
faulty 

infallibly: (adv) unerringly, 
unfailingly, inerrably, assuredly, 
certainly, firmly 

infancy: (n) babyhood, cradle, 
beginning, birth, genesis, minority, 
early childhood, youth, nonage, 
adolescence, early days. 
ANTONYM: (n) maturity 

infantile: (adj) immature, infant, 
babyish, infantine, young, juvenile, 
childlike, baby, adolescent, puerile, 
little. ANTONYM: (adj) old 

infatuated: (adj, n) fanatical; (adj, v) 
besotted; (adj) gaga, crazy, mad, 
dotty, in love, obsessed, smitten, 
taken with; (v) illiberal 

infer: (v) deduce, guess, derive, 
conclude, construe, imagine, 
conjecture, gather, deduct; (adj, v) 
understand, imply 

inference: (n) corollary, implication, 
illation, conclusion, assumption, 
judgment, surmise, derivation, 
analogy, guess, result. ANTONYM: 
(n) fact 

inferiority: (n) poorness, degeneracy, 
subordinacy, minority, 
disadvantage, calibre, vulgarity, 
quality, subordination, meanness, 
deteriority. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superiority, advantage, excellence, 
preeminence 

inferred: (adj) subtle, tacit, assumed, 
incidental, latent, unsaid, unspoken, 
understood, contingent, implied, 
derivative. ANTONYM: (adj) 
explicit 

infinitesimal: (adj) microscopic, tiny, 
insignificant, little, evanescent, 
atomic, minuscule, inappreciable, 
negligible, fractional, imperceptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gigantic, 
enormous, huge, immeasurable 

infinity: (n) infinite, immensity, 
infiniteness, infinitude, 
boundlessness, immutability, glory, 
greatness, holiness, forever, 
perpetuity. ANTONYM: (n) 
limitedness 

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, 
force, enforce, deal, deliver, 
administer, foist, put, obtrude 

influx: (n) afflux, concourse, 
incursion, invasion, flow, 
introduction, affluence, inpouring, 
intrusion, irruption, arrival. 

ANTONYM: (n) departure 
infringement: (n) violation, 

infraction, encroachment, breach, 
trespass, contravention, 
transgression, breaking, crime, 
assault, invasion 

infuriate: (v) enrage, incense, anger, 
irritate, rile, provoke, outrage, 
furious, inflame; (adj, v) aggravate, 
exacerbate. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
pacify, soothe, placate 

ingenious: (adj) adroit, artful, clever, 
cunning, deft, expert, creative, 
imaginative, cute, acute, able. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impulsive, 
naive, unoriginal, inept 

ingenuous: (adj, n) frank; (adj) naive, 
guileless, honest, forthright, 
innocent, straight, artless, 
downright, green, hearty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disingenuous, 
dishonest, cunning, sophisticated, 
scheming, worldly, jaded, hesitant, 
experienced 

ingratitude: (n) oblivion of benefits, 
thanklessness, ungratefulness, 
feeling. ANTONYM: (n) gratitude 

inhabited: (v) populous, full of 
people, arrayed, clothed, dressed, 
accustomed, habited; (adj, v) 
peopled; (adj) occupied, settled, 
housing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unoccupied, uninhabited, business 

inherit: (v) heir, come into, get, to 
inherit, own, receive, come in for, to 
succeed, follow, descend, accede 

inhibiting: (v) inhibit; (adj) 
repressing, repressive, restrictive 

inhuman: (adj) heartless, cruel, 
atrocious, brutal, cold, harsh, 
ferocious, remorseless, barbarous, 
relentless, barbaric. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, kind, humane 

iniquitous: (adj) sinful, immoral, evil, 
wrong, injurious, heinous, bad, 
criminal; (adj, adv) impious, 
infamous, nefarious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) right, fair 

inmost: (adj) innermost, inward, 
deep, intimate, private, inner, 
interior, internal, personal, secret, 
intrinsic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outermost 

innate: (adj) inherent, congenital, 
inbred, indigenous, instinctive, 
natural, intrinsic, constitutional, 
essential, ingrained; (adj, v) born. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, 
conditioned, acquired, trained, 
spiritual 

innocently: (adv) innocuously, 
ingenuously, inoffensively, naively, 

purely, simplely, artlessly, 
unsophisticatedly, blamelessly, 
spotlessly, cleanly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) artfully, meaningfully, 
indecently, immorally, illicitly, 
intentionally, knowingly, unkindly, 
suspiciously, offensively, 
deliberately 

innuendo: (n, v) hint, suggestion; (n) 
allusion, implication, inkling, cue, 
insinuation, reference, intimation, 
slur, sarcasm 

innumerable: (adj) countless, 
numberless, incalculable, 
multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, 
unnumbered, uncounted, myriad, 
immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: 
(adj) finite 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) 
question. ANTONYM: (v) answer 

inquirer: (n) examiner, questioner, 
asker, interrogator, investigator, 
searcher, querist, trier, inquisitor, 
tester; (v) inspector 

insane: (adj) foolish, daft, demented, 
mad, delirious, lunatic, fool, 
moonstruck, frantic, idiotic, nutty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sensible 

insanity: (adj, n) craziness, 
derangement, frenzy, aberration; (n) 
delirium, dementia, mania, folly, 
lunacy, idiocy; (adj) madness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sanity, sense 

inscription: (n) epigraph, entry, 
dedication, autograph, epitaph, 
registration, lettering, writing, 
record, superscription, title 

insecure: (adj) unsound, slippery, 
doubtful, shaky, risky, rickety, bad, 
uncertain, hazardous; (adj, v) 
unstable, precarious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) confident, safe, overconfident, 
steady, certain, firm, stable, 
promising, brash 

inseparable: (adj) indissoluble, 
inextricable, inherent, indiscerptible, 
built-in, indispensable, infrangible, 
innate, unseparable; (v) severable, 
unseparated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
separable, dividable, isolatable 

insignificance: (n) unimportance, 
insignificancy, indifference, 
immateriality, inconsiderableness, 
slightness, smallness, meanness, 
littleness, futility, 
inconsequentiality. ANTONYMS: 
(n) seriousness, importance, gravity, 
appropriateness, value, fame 

insignificant: (adj) inconsequential, 
inconsiderable, humble, poor, 
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immaterial, trivial, unimportant, 
light, infinitesimal, indifferent, 
small. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
significant, enormous, major, 
important, huge, substantial, 
considerable, great, colossal, 
valuable, influential 

insistent: (adj) exigent, pressing, 
emphatic, persistent, crying, 
importunate, instant, clamant, 
imperative, adamant, obstinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) satisfied, 
irresolute, gentle 

insolence: (n) impertinence, 
arrogance, audacity, impudence, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, 
politeness, meekness, shyness 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive 

insolently: (adv) rudely, 
impertinently, brazenly, impolitely, 
defiantly, shamelessly, saucily, 
discourteously, insultingly, cheekily, 
pertly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
discreetly, shyly, politely, meekly 

insoluble: (adj) inextricable, 
insolvable, irresoluble, unsolvable, 
indiscerptible, inaccessible, 
indissolvable, indivisible, 
inexplicable, hopeless, firm 

insomnia: (n) restlessness, ahypnia, 
wakefulness. ANTONYM: (n) 
hypersomnia 

inspire: (adj, v) cheer, enliven, 
exhilarate; (v) encourage, excite, 
inhale, incite, affect, infuse, hearten, 
actuate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
extinguish, disenchant, douse, 
knock, dampen, calm, dishearten 

instinctive: (adj) inherent, inborn, 
automatic, natural, mechanical, 
spontaneous, intuitive, unconscious, 
gut, reflex; (adj, v) involuntary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, stilted, 
deliberate, factual, systematic, 
trained, spiritual 

instruct: (v) charge, educate, teach, 
advise, enlighten, direct, drill, 
inform, command, indoctrinate, 
tutor 

instructing: (adj) directory, 
directorial, enjoining, containing 
directions, improving 

instructive: (adj) enlightening, 
illuminating, informatory, didactic, 
educational, edifying, advisory, 

instructional, clarifying, illustrative, 
admonitory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unenlightening, uninstructive 

insubordinate: (adj) disobedient, 
intractable, unruly, contumacious, 
naughty, indocile, seditious, 
turbulent, wayward, recalcitrant, 
rebellious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
obedient, meek, loyal 

insular: (adj) parochial, secluded, 
blinkered, discrete, isolated, narrow, 
adrift, detached, lonely, seagirt, 
circumscribed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tolerant, broadminded 

insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
injured, huffy 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable 

insurgent: (adj, n) radical, incendiary; 
(adj) lawless, rebellious, mutinous, 
seditious, insubordinate; (n) 
anarchist, insurrectionist, 
revolutionary, mutineer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalist; (adj) 
loyal, content, conventional 

intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, 
understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche, 
genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: 
(n) stupidity 

intellectually: (adv) rationally, 
intelligently, spiritually, cerebrally, 
intellectively, learnedly, 
academically, mindly, ideally, 
culturedly, smartly 

intelligently: (adv) brightly, wisely, 
smartly, cleverly, shrewdly, 
brilliantly, knowingly, quickly, 
prudently, keenly, understandingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unintelligently, 
foolishly 

intelligible: (adj) clear, 
understandable, articulate, 
luminous, apprehensible, graspable, 
simple, lucid, definite, distinct, 
perspicuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
difficult, illegible 

intemperate: (adj) inordinate, 
immoderate, dissipated, unbridled, 
extreme, disorderly, inclement, 
unruly, wild, undue, violent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, temperate, 
moderate 

intensify: (v) increase, aggravate, 
escalate, heighten, accelerate, 
augment, build up, deepen, raise, 
compound, exacerbate. 

ANTONYMS: (v) moderate, 
decrease, reduce, satisfy, lessen, 
improve, abate, diminish, weaken, 
alleviate 

intentionally: (adv) deliberately, 
advisedly, consciously, purposely, 
on purpose, knowingly, willfully, 
studiedly, expressly, purposefully, 
intendedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
accidentally, innocently 

interchangeable: (adj, v) 
commutative, reciprocal, mutual; 
(adj) exchangeable, identical, 
replaceable, synonymous, 
complementary, staple, marketable; 
(v) intercurrent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, distinguishable 

interloper: (adj, n) stranger, alien; (n) 
encroacher, trespasser, invader, 
boarder, bodkin, foreigner, 
gatecrasher, go between, unknown. 
ANTONYM: (n) native 

interminable: (adj) endless, eternal, 
incessant, infinite, illimitable, 
immeasurable, unending, ceaseless, 
timeless, continual, unlimited. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
finite, intermittent, sporadic, concise 

intermittent: (adj) broken, sporadic, 
fitful, discontinuous, spasmodic, 
irregular, periodic, uneven, 
recurrent; (adj, v) occasional; (adv) 
intermittently. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, repeated, continual, 
steady, regular, recurring, frequent, 
spasmodic, unbroken, common 

intermixture: (n) concoction, 
admixture, mix, mixture, alloy, 
commixture, blend, filling, dough, 
commixion, batter 

interpose: (v) interject, insert, 
interpolate, intercede, intervene, 
meddle, intrude, tamper, step in, 
butt in; (adj, v) intermeddle 

interposed: (adj) interjacent, 
intercedent, intervenient, 
parenthetical, intermediate colors, 
mediate 

interregnum: (n) interim, interlude, 
anarchy, abeyance, intermittence, 
pause, interval, respite, recess, 
interregency, interreign 

intimated: (adj) tacit, furtive, dejected 
intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 

personally, secretly, internally, 
privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) superficially 

intolerant: (adj) bigoted, dogmatic, 
racist, narrow-minded, tolerant, 
contumelious, conservative, 
overweening; (adj, v) illiberal; (v) 
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confined, positive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tolerant, broadminded, liberal, 
patient, accepting, forgiving, 
receptive, soft, fair 

intrigue: (n, v) cabal, contrivance, 
scheme; (v) fascinate, connive, 
captivate, attract, charm; (n) 
conspiracy, trick, plot 

intriguer: (n) schemer, busybody, 
designer, machinator, Jesuit, plotter, 
politician; (adj) enthusiast, 
intermeddler, devotee, pickthank 

introspection: (n) examination, 
contemplation, examen, 
thoughtfulness, reflection, reflexion, 
meditation, discernment, thought; 
(v) scrutiny inspection, study 

introspective: (adj, v) thoughtful, 
reflective, pensive, meditative; (v) 
deliberative, philosophical; (adj) 
reflex, brooding, deep in thought, 
directed back, dreamy 

intrude: (v) interfere, trespass, 
encroach, infringe, impose, obtrude, 
disturb, interrupt, impinge, barge in, 
butt in. ANTONYM: (v) disregard 

intrusion: (n) infringement, 
encroachment, disturbance, 
interruption, inroad, trespass, 
invasion, violation, incursion, 
disruption, entry 

intuitive: (adj) instinctive, inborn, 
innate, impulsive, natural, 
perceptive, automatic, intuitional, 
untaught, involuntary, presentative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intellectual, 
systematic, deliberate, obtuse, stilted 

invading: (adj) invade, incursive, 
attacking, impertinent, abhorrent, 
abusive, aggressive, assailant, 
disgusting, disagreeable, distasteful 

invariable: (adj) fixed, consistent, 
even, immutable, steady, 
unchanging, stable, uniform, set, 
undeviating, unchanged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
dynamic, erratic, irregular, varied 

invective: (n, v) abuse, insult, 
contumely, vituperation; (n) 
diatribe, denunciation, tirade, curse, 
reproach, ignominy; (adj) abusive 

invent: (v) devise, form, create, 
excogitate, concoct, imagine, 
contrive; (n, v) forge, fabricate, 
design, coin 

inventive: (adj) imaginative, 
ingenious, clever, fertile, 
resourceful, innovative, originative, 
productive, artistic, bright; (adj, v) 
original. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unoriginal, uninventive, stale, 
hackneyed 

inverted: (adj) upside down, upside-
down, anatropous, overturned, 
topsy-turvy, reversed, upturned, on 
its head, invert, hyperbatic; (adj, 
adv) backward. ANTONYM: (adj) 
amphitropous 

invigorate: (v) animate, inspire, 
inspirit, exhilarate, exalt, energize, 
fortify, encourage, refresh, quicken; 
(n, v) strengthen. ANTONYMS: (v) 
tire, deaden 

invoke: (v) entreat, evoke, appeal, 
conjure, pray, beseech, appeal to, 
summon, cite, arouse, name. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, waive 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, 
tiresome; (adj) boring, dull, 
annoying, tedious, trying, 
burdensome, bothersome, irritating, 
prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing 

ironclad: (adj) brassbound, stringent, 
rigid, firm, exacting, severe, 
steadfast; (v) armor plated; (n) ram, 
turret ship, monitor 

iroquois: (n) Tuscaroras, Cayugas, 
Cherokees, Iroquoian, Iroquoian 
language, Mohawk, oneidas, 
senecas, Onondagas 

irreconcilable: (adj, n) inconsistent, 
incongruous, discordant, contrary, 
dissonant; (adj, v) incompatible, 
hostile, repugnant; (adj) implacable, 
unreconcilable; (v) antagonistic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reconcilable, 
recoverable, compatible 

irreducible: (v) intransmutable, 
indefeasible, inextinguishable, 
uncommensurable, irretrievable, 
unaccommodating, reverseless, 
irreversible, irresoluble, irrevocable; 
(adj) net. ANTONYM: (adj) 
reducible 

irregularity: (n) abnormality, 
anomaly, eccentricity, inequality, 
deviation, aberration, constipation, 
exception, unevenness, variation; 
(adj, n) deformity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
symmetry, normality, regularity, 
dependability, equality, frequency, 
evenness, consistency, 
predictability, smoothness 

irreligious: (adj) blasphemous, 
heathen, wicked, profane, ungodly, 
godless, irreverent, unholy, 
unreligious, unbelieving, pagan. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, religious, 
spiritual, devout, reverent 

irrepressible: (adj) uncontrollable, 
uncontainable, unmanageable, 
wanton, inextinguishable, rampant, 

effervescent; (v) ungovernable, 
volcanic, stanchless, simmering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orderly 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly 

irresponsibility: (n) flightiness, 
irresponsibleness, arbitrariness, 
exemption, freedom, release, liberty, 
renunciation, untrustiness, 
untrustworthiness, insanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) caution, maturity, 
deliberation, carefulness, reliability 

irreversible: (adj) irreparable, 
unchangeable, irrecoverable, 
irredeemable, irreclaimable, fixed, 
irremediable; (v) irretrievable, 
indefeasible, irresoluble, 
intransmutable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impermanent, superficial, 
temporary, flexible 

irritability: (n) irascibility, tetchiness, 
choler, touchiness, temper, anger, 
irritation, peevishness, pettishness, 
testiness; (adj, n) petulance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
equanimity, cheeriness 

irritable: (adj) fractious, irascible, 
edgy, cantankerous, touchy, 
petulant, excitable, cross, sensitive, 
grumpy, disagreeable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, happy, 
cheerful, amiable, patient, pleasant, 
stable, courteous; (n) cheeriness 

irritated: (adj) annoyed, exasperated, 
incensed, enraged, aggravated, 
furious, irate, inflamed, sore, 
displeased, provoked. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, pleased, patient, 
contented 

irruption: (n) inroad, incursion, 
outbreak, attack, intrusion, raid, 
influx, foray, irrupted, eruption, 
onset 

isolate: (v) cut off, detach, divide, 
maroon, sequester, dissociate, 
abstract, disunite, set apart, 
separate, segregate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) expose, involve, attach, unite 

jackal: (v) pelican; (n) canid, puppet, 
tool 

jammed: (adj) packed, congested, 
full, overcrowded, fixed, wedged, 
crammed, stuffed, blocked, clogged; 
(adj, v) stuck. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, loose 

jaunty: (adj) dapper, dashing, 
debonair, breezy, perky, carefree, 
chipper, smart, bright, buoyant; (adj, 
n) janty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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depressed, melancholy 
jefferson: (n) president Jefferson 
jenner: (n) Edward Jenner 
jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 

jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown 

jetsam: (adj) waif; (n) wreckage, 
refuse, debris, driftwood 

jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth, 
hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, 
fineness, earrings, decoration 

jobbery: (adj) jobbing; (n) 
corruptness 

jogging: (n) run, fast motion, 
joggling, impulse tachometer, 
exercising, exercise, inching 

jolted: (adj) agitated 
jostling: (v) jarring; (adj) bustling; (n) 

elbowing 
jovial: (adj, n) gay; (adj) jolly, genial, 

glad, festive, joyful, gleeful, merry, 
jocund, cheerful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
gloomy, frosty, serious, hostile 

jowett: (n) Benjamin Jowett 
judicially: (adv) legally, forensically, 

judicial, judiciarily, dispassionately, 
magisterially, juristically, 
impartially, officially. ANTONYM: 
(adv) stupidly 

judiciary: (adj, n) judicatory; (adj) 
judicial, legal; (n) judicature, bench, 
judicial system, judge, organization, 
organisation, system, court 

judicious: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
careful, discerning, sensible, 
prudent, rational, sagacious, sound, 
cautious, reasonable, advisable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stupid, tactless, 
indiscriminate, reckless, illogical, 
extreme, untimely 

judiciously: (adv) prudently, 
sagaciously, shrewdly, discreetly, 
discerningly, politically, cautiously, 
logically, rationally, sensibly, 
soundly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
foolishly, injudiciously, unwisely, 
illogically, imprudently 

jumble: (n, v) clutter, disorder, mix 
up, mix; (v) confuse, embroil, 
disturb, tumble; (n) hodgepodge, 
confusion; (adj, n) disarray. 
ANTONYMS: (n) neatness; (v) 
organize, separate, tidy, disentangle 

jumbled: (adj) confused, 
disorganized, disordered, untidy, 
muddled, mixed, cluttered, 
incoherent, chaotic, promiscuous; 
(adj, adv) topsy-turvy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, systematic, 
coherent, clear, organized, sound 

jupiter: (n) Jove, blazon, deity, father, 

Zeus, solar system, thunderer 
jurist: (n) recorder, justice, justiciary, 

legist, legal expert, magistrate, 
advocate, lawyer, doge, jurisconsult, 
publicist 

justinian: (n) Justinian the great 
justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 

correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally 

kaiser: (n) czar, emperor, king, kesar, 
dictator, Ceasar 

kava: (n) intoxicant, inebriant, drink, 
alcoholic beverage, alcohol 

keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 
repeater 

keenly: (adv) eagerly, zealously, 
piercingly, acutely, cuttingly, 
ardently, strongly, lively, 
penetratingly, fervently, avidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unenthusiastically, apathetically, 
faintly, reluctantly, patiently, 
passively, halfheartedly, vaguely 

kelvin: (n) k, g, cat Valium, chiliad, 
grand, green, honey oil, jet, KB, 
William Thompson, first baron 
kelvin 

kepler: (n) Johannes Kepler 
kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 

amiability, grace, benignancy, 
mercy, tenderness, compassion, 
charity, consideration, helpfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, 
allied, related; (n) kin, 
consanguinity, relation, folk, folks, 
kin group 

kinetic: (adj) dynamic, energising, 
energizing, moving, energetic, 
motion, active, locomotive, brisk, 
bracing, dynamical 

kipling: (n) Rudyard Kipling 
kirk: (n) church, temple, chapel, 

meetinghouse, cathedral, church 
building, minster 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance 

knocker: (n) boob, tit, breast, 
doorknocker, nipple, knock, door-
knocker, depreciator, disparager, 
detractor, hatemonger 

knowable: (adj) cognisable, 
comprehensible, cognoscible, clear, 
lucid, luminous, intelligible, 

comprehendible. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpredictable 

kremlin: (n) bastion, citadel 
kropotkin: (n) prince Peter Kropotkin 
kuhn: (n) Richard Kuhn 
labor: (n, v) toil, endeavor, drudgery, 

travail, struggle, confinement, 
childbirth, delivery, grind; (n) effort, 
exertion. ANTONYMS: (n, v) rest; 
(v) relax, ignore; (n) management, 
leisure, death, relaxation 

labored: (adj) elaborate, strained, 
laborious, heavy, arduous, hard, 
artificial, laboured, awkward, 
unnatural, studied. ANTONYM: 
(adj) easy 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
effortless, undemanding, light, brisk 

laboriously: (adv) painstakingly, 
toilsomely, toughly, onerously, 
arduously, strenuously, heavily, 
painfully, stiffly, diligently, hard. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) briskly, easily 

lafayette: (n) spot, La Fayette, 
marquis de Lafayette 

laird: (n) count, heritor, armiger, 
vavasour, mesne Lord, landed 
gentry, squire, landholder, lord, 
landowner 

laity: (n) temporalty, congregation, 
layman, mass, multitude, masses, 
hoi polloi, assembly, brethren, flock, 
fold. ANTONYM: (n) clergy 

lama: (n) caloyer, llama, kaiser, czar, 
dictator, druid, genus lama, Grand 
Turk, Ceasar, imaum, khan 

lamarck: (n) Jean Baptiste de 
Lamarck, chevalier de Lamarck 

lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, 
distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; 
(adj, v) pitiable, mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laudable, 
fortunate 

lamentably: (adj, adv) sadly, 
woefully; (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, wretchedly, 
pitifully; (adj) grievously, piteously, 
sorely, painfully 

lance: (n) pike, javelin, shaft, lancet, 
assegai, fishgig, fizgig; (v) dart, 
impale, open, gore 

lancelot: (n) sir Lancelot 
languid: (adj) lazy, dull, indolent, 

feeble, lethargic, lackadaisical, 
sluggish, faint, torpid, inert, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) active, 
lively, exciting, vigorous 
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lantern: (n) beacon, light, dormer, 
tube, lighting fitting, bedside light, 
street light, street lamp, oil lamp, 
lime light, lanthorn 

laplace: (n) Pierre Simon de Laplace 
lark: (n) joke, fun, trick, prank, antic, 

caper, game; (n, v) romp, frolic, 
gambol; (v) rollick 

laughable: (adj) absurd, amusing, 
humorous, comical, ludicrous, 
ridiculous, farcical, droll, comic, 
foolish, jocular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, adequate, generous, 
impressive 

laurel: (n) bays, honor, rose-laurel, 
cassia, cinnamon, sweet bay, 
Daphne, bay tree, palm, garland, 
fame 

lavish: (v) dissipate; (adj) exuberant, 
generous, copious, prodigal, ample, 
abundant, bountiful, excessive, 
improvident; (adj, v) profuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, scant, 
economical, impoverished, frugal, 
unadorned, plain; (v) stint, skimp, 
begrudge, economize 

lavishly: (adv) profusely, 
profligately, prodigally, copiously, 
generously, richly, wastefully, 
abundantly, luxuriously, plentifully, 
amply. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meagerly, frugally, cheaply, scantily 

lawless: (adj) disorderly, illicit, 
anarchical, illegitimate, anarchic, 
unlawful, unruly, illegal, mutinous, 
wrongful, seditious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) orderly 

laxity: (n) laxness, relaxation, 
carelessness, remissness, laches, 
evasion, failure, feebleness; (adj) 
flaccidity, immorality, debasement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) intervention, 
strictness, vigilance, severity, 
attention 

layman: (n) commoner, layperson, 
laic, laymen, laity, lay person, 
outsider, common man, civilian, lay 
reader, common person. 
ANTONYM: (n) clergyman 

laziness: (n) indolence, acedia, 
inactivity, inertia, sloth, slowness, 
lethargy, inactiveness, faineance, 
lassitude, dreaminess. ANTONYMS: 
(n) diligence, willingness, vigor, 
liveliness, interest 

leafless: (adj) bald, bare, aphyllous, 
leaveless, hairless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
leafy 

leant: (adj) inclined 
leaping: (n) jump, bounce, bound, 

leap, spring, saltation, bouncing; (v) 
jumping; (adj, v) bounding; (adj) 

springing; (adv) leapingly 
lecturing: (n) instruction, talk 
legation: (n) deputation, delegation, 

embassy, commission, foreign 
mission, legateship, spot, office, 
post, position, situation 

legislator: (n) lawgiver, 
representative, congressman, 
deputy, filibuster, frontbencher, 
backbencher, crossbencher, statist, 
statemonger, parliamentarian 

leibnitz: (n) Gottfried Wilhelm 
Leibniz, Leibniz 

leonardo: (n) Leonardo da Vinci 
lessen: (v) decrease, abate, fall, 

decline, dwindle, assuage, allay, 
alleviate; (adj, v) abridge, curtail, 
contract. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
exacerbate, intensify, raise, grow, 
aggravate, accelerate, bolster, 
worsen, strengthen, rise 

levee: (n) dike, dam, dyke, 
embankment, weir, dock, reunion, 
jetty, wall; (adj, n) reception; (adj) 
entertainment 

liberally: (adv) freely, bountifully, 
abundantly, munificently, profusely, 
copiously, bounteously, 
magnanimously, plentifully, largely, 
richly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
parsimoniously, carefully, stingily, 
meagerly, ungenerously 

liberties: (n) freedoms, familiarity, 
intimacy 

libertine: (adj) dissolute, dissipated, 
debauched, fast, lewd, lascivious, 
loose, licentious; (n, v) debauchee; 
(n) rake; (adj, n) wanton 

license: (n, v) permit, allow, licence; 
(n) allowance, freedom, permission, 
liberty, authority, authorization, 
certificate; (v) certify. ANTONYMS: 
(v) decertify; (n) restriction 

lifelong: (adj) perpetual, livelong, 
undying, eternal, enduring, 
continuing, chronic, inveterate, 
perennial, ongoing, old. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ephemeral 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

lighthearted: (adj) blithesome, 
playful, blithe, jovial, gleeful, 
frolicsome, joyful, glad, jolly, 
optimistic, lightsome. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) troubled, weighty, solemn, 
lethargic, gloomy, anxious, 
melancholy 

lightness: (n) brightness, buoyancy, 
frivolity, flightiness, delicacy, 
airiness, agility, levity, light, 
nimbleness, flippancy. 

ANTONYMS: (n) darkness, gravity, 
weight, harshness, seriousness 

liken: (adj, v) compare; (v) equate, 
parallel, equalize, resemble, 
assimilate, associate, imitate, 
acquire, equalise; (adj) likely 

likeness: (n) resemblance, copy, 
effigy, image, affinity, similarity, 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) 
figure, form, semblance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, 
contrast 

likening: (n) comparing 
linden: (n) lime, basswood, 

cottonwood, tree, wood, calx, 
calcium hydroxide, linden tree, 
hydrated lime, fluxing lime, citrus 
aurantifolia 

lindsay: (n) Howard Lindsay, 
Nicholas Vachel Lindsay, Vachel 
Lindsay 

linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 
stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, 
saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, 
end, rush, depart, lead 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quick 

linguist: (n) polyglot, lexicologist, 
bilingual, lexicographer, talker, 
philologist, glottologist, Hebraist, 
firth, linguistic scientist, phonetician 

linnaeus: (n) Karl Linne, Carl Von 
Linne 

listener: (n, v) auditor; (n) 
eavesdropper, audience, observer, 
perceiver, hearkener, attender, 
attendee, attendant, beholder 

littered: (adj) untidy, under attack, 
beleaguered, beset, besieged, messy, 
plagued, topsy-turvy, tormented 

livery: (adj) liverish, bilious; (n) 
clothing, accouterment, uniform, 
complexion, legal transfer, color, 
hue, dye, bailment 

loathe: (v) detest, hate, abominate, 
execrate, despise, loathing, dislike, 
disgust, disdain, contempt, 
nauseate. ANTONYMS: (v) like, 
admire, adore 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 
reviled, undesirable 

lobbyist: (n) persuader, requester, 
supplicant, protester, pressure 
group, political action committee, 
petitioner, campaigner, asker, 
activist, supporter 

locking: (n) lockup, bolting, 
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interlocking, engagement, 
cordoning off, closing off, binding, 
guarding 

lockjaw: (n) tetanus, infection; (adj) 
itch, hay fever, heartburn, heaves, 
hemorrhoids, hernia, herpes, 
rupture, piles 

loftiest: (adj) uppermost, top, 
sovereign 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble 

lookout: (n, v) guard, prospect, 
expectation; (n) scout, watch, sentry, 
sentinel, outlook, post, picture; (v) 
landscape 

looseness: (n) movableness, 
movability, laxity, licentiousness, 
license, softness, slackness, slack, 
amplitude, debauchery, abandon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) density, tension, 
conformity, tone, firmness, strictness 

loquacious: (adj) talkative, chatty, 
gabby, wordy, verbose, talky, glib, 
voluble, linguacious, expansive, 
gossipy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
taciturn, reticent 

loquacity: (n) garrulity, 
garrulousness, communicativeness, 
talkativeness, gab, verbiage, prate, 
verbosity, effusiveness, futility, 
eloquence 

louvre: (n) heat Louvre, jalousie, 
smoke hatch, Louvre museum, 
ventilation flap, Little Phoebe, 
cinque, flippers, fivesome, five, fin 

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, 
beauteousness, good looks, 
cuteness, fineness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unattractiveness, unpleasantness, 
awkwardness 

lowell: (n) Percival Lowell, Robert 
Lowell, Robert Traill spence Lowell 
Jr, Amy Lowell 

lucerne: (n) Medicago sativa, sand-
lucerne, trefoil, medic, medick, 
lucern, alfalfa germs 

lucidity: (n) clearness, perspicuity, 
limpidity, explicitness, pellucidity, 
distinctness, understandability, 
saneness, perspicuousness, 
lucidness; (adj, n) rationality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, 
obscureness, unclearness, 
inconsistency 

ludicrous: (adj) absurd, ridiculous, 
farcical, foolish, laughable, comical, 

grotesque, derisory, droll, 
preposterous, jocular. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sane, impressive 

lugubrious: (adj) dismal, gloomy, 
doleful, dark, funereal, melancholy, 
grievous, somber, dolorous, 
plaintive, miserable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cheerful 

luminosity: (n) brightness, light, 
illumination, glow, luminance, 
brilliance, radiance, brilliancy, 
luminescence, gleam, shine. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, darkness 

luminous: (adj) glowing, brilliant, 
lustrous, lucent, sunny, lambent, 
radiant, light, aglow; (adj, n) lucid, 
clear. ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, 
obscure 

lunacy: (adj, n) frenzy, craziness, 
madness, derangement, aberration; 
(n) folly, foolishness, mania, 
delirium, dementia; (adj) distraction. 
ANTONYM: (n) sanity 

lurid: (adj) ghastly, grisly, gruesome, 
loud, frightful, sharp, shocking, 
gaudy, sensational, hideous, 
horrific. ANTONYMS: (adj) subtle, 
muted, bland, dull, modest 

lurk: (v) ambuscade, skulk, prowl, 
waylay, lie in wait, conceal, lurch, 
loiter, creep, wait, sneak 

lust: (n, v) desire, hunger, itch; (n) 
craving, greed, libido, 
lecherousness, cupidity, lewdness; 
(v) covet, crave 

lytton: (n) Edward George Earle 
Lytton Bulwer, first baron Lytton 

macaulay: (v) accomplish, achieve, 
effect, execute, Keble; (n) first baron 
Macaulay 

macaw: (n) Macao, maracan 
madison: (n) president Madison, 

James Madison 
maelstrom: (n, v) vortex, whirlpool; 

(v) eddy, overflow, regurgitation, 
reflux; (n) Charybdis, volcano, 
bedlam, convolution, tumult 

maggot: (n) larva, crotchet, conceit, 
freak, chimera, quirk, fad, capriccio; 
(adj, n) worm; (adj) mite, emmet 

magnet: (n) lodestone, magnetic, 
seduction, siderite, prestige, 
permanent magnet, magnetic force, 
temptation, magnets, loadstone, 
magnetism 

magnificence: (adj, n) splendor, 
brilliancy, gorgeousness; (n) glory, 
pomp, brilliance, grandness, 
greatness, dignity, majesty, loftiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, modesty, 
shabbiness, poverty, austerity, 
unattractiveness 

magnify: (v) exaggerate, enhance, 
aggrandize, enlarge, intensify, laud, 
glorify, expand, increase, extend, 
aggravate. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
understate, minimize, shrink, 
decrease, alleviate 

magnifying: (adj) cumulative 
maine: (n) pine tree state 
malaria: (n) fever, sewer gas, swamp 

fever, ague, paludism, malarial, 
disease, miasm, blackwater fever, 
mephitis, azote 

malarious: (adj) malarial, malarian 
malcontent: (adj, v) dissatisfied; (n) 

dissatisfaction, discontent, rebel, 
grumbler, croaker, insurgent, 
somebody; (adj) disaffected, 
disgruntled, rebellious 

malevolent: (adj) malicious, malign, 
hateful, bitter, malefic, nasty, 
spiteful, vicious, virulent, baleful, 
unkind. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
merciful, loving, good, benign 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 
venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness 

malicious: (adj) evil, vicious, 
venomous, spiteful, unkind, cruel, 
poisonous, mean, mischievous, 
pernicious, nasty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) kind, harmless, kindhearted, 
loving, unmalicious, compassionate, 
good, merciful, pleasant, provoked 

mall: (n) center, esplanade, hammer, 
plaza, promenade, walk, shopping 
mall, square, sledge hammer, 
crescent, circus 

mals: (n) master of arts in library 
science 

manger: (n) crib, cage, bunk, gutter, 
rack, flume, feed bunk, bowl, 
container 

manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality, 
humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 
manliness, ripe age, maturity full 
age 

mania: (n) passion, craze, delirium, 
fad, fury, enthusiasm, rage, 
obsession; (adj, n) insanity, lunacy, 
madness 

manichean: (adj, n) Manichee 
manifestly: (adv) evidently, plainly, 

clearly, patently, obviously, openly, 
overtly, markedly, conspicuously, 
distinctly, transparently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) furtively, 
unnecessarily, vaguely, covertly 

manikin: (n) model, homunculus, 
dummy, mannikin, mannequin, 



The Education of Henry Adams 536

Manacus, phantom, manakin, 
figurine, form, fashion model 

manipulator: (n) driver, motorman, 
operator, positioner, causal agency, 
financier, fiddler, engine driver, 
elevator operator, demagogue, 
company operator 

mansfield: (n) Kathleen Mansfield 
Beauchamp 

mantelpiece: (n) chimneypiece, 
mantlepiece, shelf, chimneybreast, 
blanket, cape, sill, clavy, curtain, 
drape, drapery 

many-sided: (adj) various, versatile, 
eclectic, finished, clever 

marc: (n) brandy, darkness, murk 
marches: (n) precinct, Marche, stint 
marguerite: (n) Paris daisy, white 

daisy, moon daisy, flower, oxeye 
daisy, chrysanthemum maximum, 
chrysanthemum frutescens, 
marguerite daisy 

mariner: (n) sailor, gob, seafarer, tar, 
warrener, bosun, bargee, bargeman, 
boatswain, lighterman, sea dog 

marketable: (adj) merchantable, 
saleable, salable, vendible, 
interchangeable, in demand, sought 
after, wanted, liquid, trafficable, 
realizable 

marly: (adv) wastely 
marriageable: (adj) nubile, mature, 

viripotent, eligible, marriable, 
maturer, full-grown 

marseillaise: (adj, n) Marseillais 
martyrdom: (n) torture, suffering, 

calvary, agony, pain, ordeal, 
Golgotha; (adj) devotion, suttee, 
stoicism; (v) vivisection 

marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 
curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard; (n) 
nightmare 

maryland: (n) Free State, MD, old line 
state, Doctor of Medicine, doc, 
doctor; (adj) Middle Atlantic 

massachusetts: (n) Bay State, 
Massachusetts bay colony, 
Massachuset, mammy, mamma, ma, 
am, mama 

massed: (adj) assembled, collected, 
congregate, amassed, accumulated, 
concentrated, accrued, collective, 
equanimous, crowded, dense 

mast: (n) post, foremast, column, 
spar, spanker-mast, mainmast, 
jigger, tower, aerial, ship mast, nut 

masterly: (adj) masterful, expert, 
crack, proficient, consummate, 
accomplished, adroit, skillful, 

dexterous; (adv) principally, 
expertly 

mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 
command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance 

mathematically: (adv) arithmetically, 
scientifically, punctually, 
algebraically, algebraicly 

mathematician: (v) arithmetician, 
algebraist, calculator, abacist; (n) 
geometrician, gauss, scientist, man 
of science, Archimedes, whitehead; 
(adj) Cartesian 

matter-of-fact: (adj) prosaic, practical, 
dry, commonplace, common, 
normal, ordinary, regular, 
pragmatic, trivial, realistic 

maundering: (adj) incoherent, prolix, 
spun out, protracted, prosing 

maupassant: (n) guy de Maupassant 
mckinley: (n) president Mckinley, 

William Mckinley 
meandering: (adj) circuitous, indirect, 

zigzag, tortuous, winding, 
serpentine, sinuous, roundabout, 
snaky, windy; (v) twirl. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight; (n) 
directness 

meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, 
pettiness, avarice, selfishness, 
baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, 
miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, extravagance, decency 

measurable: (adj) mensurable, 
computable, quantifiable, finite, 
gaugeable, perceptible, sensible, 
temperate, mathematical, calculable; 
(adj, v) fathomable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) immeasurable, undetectable, 
imperceptible 

mechanic: (n) craftsman, mechanical, 
machinist, artisan, artificer, 
journeyman, grease monkey, 
automobile mechanic, Wright, 
worker, artist 

mechanically: (adv) mechanistically, 
instinctively, routinely, 
involuntarily, industrially, 
unconsciously, automaticly, 
intuitively, impulsively, technically, 
technologically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
manually, consciously 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard 

meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, 
curious, meddlesome, intrusive, 
officious, nosy, dabbling, 

impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) 
prying 

mediaeval: (adj) medieval, knightly, 
chivalric, nonmodern 

mediation: (n) arbitration, 
intervention, intercession, agency, 
intermediation, propitiation, 
interposition, negotiation, 
atonement, mediate, bring together 
to an agreement. ANTONYM: (n) 
provocation 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) 
contemplate, consider, cogitate, 
reflect, speculate, wonder, ruminate, 
ponder, think, bethink 

meditating: (n) conception 
meditation: (n, v) contemplation, 

study; (n) consideration, reflection, 
deliberation, thought, introspection, 
musing, rumination, conception, 
reflexion. ANTONYM: (n) 
distraction 

meditative: (adj, v) thoughtful, 
pensive; (adj) wistful, reflective, 
broody, museful, ruminative, 
musing, brooding; (v) philosophical, 
sedate 

medley: (n) mixture, miscellany, 
jumble, melange, potpourri, 
hotchpotch, concoction, admixture, 
hash; (adj) imbroglio, chaos 

meekly: (adv) humbly, submissively, 
tamely, compliantly, obediently, 
docilely, peacefully, lowly, 
modestly, placidly, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) haughtily, 
harshly, wildly, arrogantly, 
assertively, brashly 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; 
(n, v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, 
hopefulness, optimism; (adj) happy, 
bright, cheery, satisfied 

mellowed: (adj) mature, easygoing, 
high, maturer, ripe 

melodrama: (n) excitement, 
melodrame, soap opera, romance 

melodramatic: (adj) theatrical, 
histrionic, sensational, exaggerated, 
overemotional, affected, buskined, 
comic, farcical, melodramatics, 
operatic. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
natural, quiet, restrained 

melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing 

mephistopheles: (n) Moloch, devil, 
the Devil, Belial, Ahriman, Shedim, 
titan, fiend, Lucifer, Asmodeus, 
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Satan 
mercantile: (adj) commercial, 

business, trade, mercenary, 
economic, merchant, trading, 
moneymaking, commercial 
relations, for profit, industrial 

mercenaries: (n) armed force, band of 
soldiers 

merged: (adj) integrated, 
amalgamated, unified, incorporate, 
united, fused, combined, 
interconnected, mixed, 
intermingled, complex 

merging: (n) confluence, concourse, 
merger, meeting, conflux, 
unification, coming together, 
amalgamation, merge, integration; 
(adj) blending. ANTONYM: (n) 
segregation 

meridian: (n) culmination, line of 
longitude, zenith, peak, top, apex, 
acme, pinnacle, climax, clime; (v) 
glassy 

merited: (adj) deserved, just, suitable, 
rightful, right, due; (v) due to, richly 
deserved 

meshed: (adj) intermeshed, engaged, 
enmeshed, booked, busy, betrothed, 
bespoken, affianced; (n) Mashhad, 
metropolis, city 

meshes: (n) cobweb, mouse trap, 
toils, maze; (adj) awkwardness, 
knot, Gordian knot, delicacy, ticklish 
card to play 

mesmerized: (adj) fascinated, 
mesmerised, hypnotised, 
hypnotized, bewitched, awestruck; 
(adj, v) transfixed, rapt; (v) wrapped 
in, absorbed, riveted 

metaphysical: (adj) theoretical, 
supernatural, mental, immaterial, 
mystical, nooscopic, abstract, 
metaphysic, subjective, unworldly, 
theological. ANTONYM: (adj) 
empirical 

metaphysics: (n) ontology, 
metaphysic, outside actual 
experience, ontological, 
cosmological, philosophy 

meteor: (n) shooting star, aerolite, 
fireball, falling star, bolide, 
meteorite, meteoroid, effluvium, 
emanation, evaporation, exhalation 

meteoric: (adj) meteorological, brief, 
flashing, momentary, swift, 
transient, sudden; (v) blazing, in a 
blaze, ablaze, phosphorescent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) slow 

meteoroid: (n) meteor, heavenly 
body, celestial body, meteor swarm 

methodical: (adj) methodic, formal, 
systematic, regular, organized, 

businesslike, neat, precise, exact, 
correct, meticulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careless, illogical, chaotic, 
aimless, thoughtless, haphazard, 
unprofessional, disorderly, 
unscientific, inconsistent 

microbes: (n) microorganisms, 
bacteria 

midsummer: (n) summer, solstice, 
June solstice, June 

mikado: (n) Sophi, lama, shah, sultan, 
padishah, mogul, Soldan, king, 
khan, imaum, czar 

militia: (n) trainband, Sabaoth, 
soldiery, standing army, territorial, 
the army, troops, troops of the line, 
reserves, regulars, military unit 

milky: (adj) milk, cloudy, lacteal, 
white, muddy, pearly, milklike, 
opalescent, lacteous, tender, mild 

millionaire: (n) nabob, millionnaire, 
wealthy person, rich person, 
plutocrat, millionairess, Croesus, 
Timon of Athens, affluent, dives, 
man of means 

milman: (v) absorb, Addison, 
attainment, engross, engulf, 
etymology, acquisition 

mimic: (adj, v) mock; (v) imitate, 
mime, copy, impersonate, parody, 
emulate; (n, v) counterfeit; (n) 
imitator, mimicker, ape 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial 

mingle: (v) compound, combine, 
merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part 

minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, 
insignificantly, infinitesimally, 
diminutively, nicely, exactly, 
microscopically 

mire: (n, v) bog, muck; (n) filth, 
marsh, quagmire, dirt, sludge, clay; 
(adj, n, v) mud; (v) involve, bog 
down 

miscarriage: (n, v) failure; (n) flop, 
fiasco, spontaneous abortion, defeat, 
disappointment, failing, balk, 
frustration; (v) fail, fault 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 

mischievous: (adj) bad, injurious, 
detrimental, naughty, deleterious, 
impish, harmful, playful, maleficent, 

arch; (adj, v) hurtful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) harmless, serious 

misconception: (n) misapprehension, 
error, mistake, fallacy, delusion, 
illusion, mirage, fantasy, fancy, 
misinterpretation, paralogism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) concept, fact 

misdirected: (adj) led astray, 
undirected, wry 

misfit: (n) anthropoid, ape, dork, 
birdbrain, loon, eccentric, fish out of 
water, loner, anomaly, oddity, 
radical. ANTONYM: (n) conformist 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, bonus, 
opportunity, privilege, success, 
happiness 

misinformation: (n) interpretation, 
misintelligence, biased account, 
disagreement, info, personal view, 
information 

misinterpretation: (n) 
misapprehension, misconstruction, 
mistake, misconception, imbroglio, 
misreading, misinterpret, confusion, 
error, interpretation, misacceptation 

mislead: (v) betray, deceive, cheat, 
beguile, misinform, fool, con, lie, 
lead astray, hoodwink, trick 

misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, 
bewildered, confused, erroneous, 
mistaken, misleading, misdirected, 
led astray, incorrect 

mismanagement: (n) 
maladministration, error, 
malpractice, miscarriage, 
management, misbehavior, 
delinquency, abuse, misdemeanor, 
misgovernment, bad behavior 

misrepresent: (v) falsify, garble, belie, 
juggle, lie, pervert, warp, fudge, 
color, fake, exaggerate 

mississippi: (n) Mississippi river, 
Master of Science, manuscript, 
Magnolia State, disseminated 
sclerosis, disseminated multiple 
sclerosis, Ms 

missouri: (adj) Iowa, Kansas, 
Midwestern, Minnesota, Illinois; (n) 
Missouri river, Mo, show me state 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading 

misty: (adj) hazy, foggy, cloudy, 
brumous, dim, indistinct, nebulous, 
fuzzy, dark, dull, blurred. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct 
misunderstood: (adj) mistreated, 

confused 
mitigation: (n) alleviation, easement, 

relief, assuagement, palliation, 
abatement, mollification, softening, 
lessening; (n, v) relaxation; (v) 
remission 

mockery: (n) gibe, jeer, irony, farce, 
charade, derision, parody, mock, 
scorn, imitation, burlesque. 
ANTONYM: (n) approval 

moderately: (adv) abstemiously, 
quietly, modestly, pretty, 
temperately, soberly, slightly, 
calmly, mildly, reasonably, 
restrainedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
very, unreasonably, massively, 
immoderately, absolutely, 
excessively, completely, hugely, 
severely, wholly 

moderation: (n) abstinence, 
abstemiousness, moderateness, 
abatement, measure, alleviation, 
sobriety, patience, restraint, 
soberness, easing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intemperance, overindulgence, 
excess, increase, immoderation, 
strength, extremism, indulgence, 
impatience, harshness, abandon 

modestly: (adv) unassumingly, 
demurely, humbly, reservedly, 
retiringly, unpretentiously, 
diffidently, soberly, timidly, meekly, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ostentatiously, arrogantly, 
immodestly, elaborately, boldly, 
radically, proudly, brashly, 
boastfully, brazenly, excessively 

modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, 
humility, diffidence, humbleness, 
demureness, coyness, gentleness, 
continence; (adj, n) decency, 
honesty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, immodesty, spectacle, 
flamboyance, abandon, 
bigheadedness, pretension, 
decadence, boldness 

moiety: (n) mediety, portion, part, 
parcel, section, piece, bit, division, 
cut, class 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long 

monarchs: (n) royals, royalty 
monastic: (adj) monachal, cloistral, 

monasterial, monastical, monkish, 
cloistered, clerical; (n) monk, 
brother, friar, benedict 

moneyed: (adj) wealthy, rich, loaded, 
flush, opulent, monied, prosperous, 
well-off, worth much, rolling in it, 
prodigal. ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, 
impoverished, moneyless 

monologue: (n) soliloquy, speech, 
words, apostrophe, discourse, 
language 

monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 
dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, 
uninteresting, stupid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) exciting, varied, stimulating, 
lively, exotic, enthralling, brilliant, 
flexible 

monroe: (n) Marilyn Monroe, Norma 
Jean baker, president Monroe 

monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
heinous, monster, immense, 
gigantic, grievous, ugly, flagitious, 
dreadful; (adj, v) grotesque. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, minute, 
beautiful, good, small, lovely, 
attractive 

montaigne: (n) Michel Montaigne 
monumental: (adj) monstrous, 

immense, great, majestic, grand, 
tremendous, large, enormous, 
monolithic, mammoth, vast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) small, minor, 
tiny 

moralist: (n) disciplinarian, martinet, 
philosopher, utilitarian, stickler, 
moraliser, egalitarian, dictator, 
authoritarian, elitist 

morals: (n) ethics, moral, light, 
hedonism, ethical motive, 
conscience, motivation, motive, 
need, behavior, moral philosophy 

morass: (n) bog, swamp, quagmire, 
mire, fen, marish, moss, sump, 
sludge, tangle, mud 

morbid: (adj) diseased, gruesome, 
macabre, corrupt, pathologic, 
unwholesome, peccant, sick, 
unhealthy, pathological; (adj, v) 
sickly 

morbidly: (adv) sickly, unhealthily, 
diseasedly, frightfully, 
unwholesomely, ghoulishly, 
corruptly, macabrely, gruesomely, 
ghastly, ailingly 

morley: (n) Edward Morley 
mormons: (n) latter-day saints, 

Mormon church 
morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 

crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, 
individual, creature, person, human 

being, body. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
immortal; (adj) eternal, heavenly, 
mild, perfect, spiritual 

mortification: (n) chagrin, 
embarrassment, shame, gangrene, 
disappointment, disgrace, 
corruption, necrosis, degradation; 
(adj, n) vexation; (adj) grievance 

mortified: (adj) humiliated, 
embarrassed, abashed, gangrenous, 
sheepish, chagrined, feeling shame, 
feeling guilty, guilty, hangdog, 
humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabashed 

mortifying: (adj) embarrassing, 
demeaning, humbling, undignified, 
off, awkward, unpleasant; (v) 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
stinging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dignified 

mosquito: (n) fly, crocodile, alacran, 
alligator, mosquitoes, midge, 
octopus, mugger, dipterous insect, 
dipteron, dipteran 

moth: (n) gelechiid, bombycid, 
geometrid, helminth, lasiocampid, 
lymantriid, arctiid, moth and rust, 
moths, worm-eaten, lasiocampid 
moth 

motley: (adj) miscellaneous, mottled, 
assorted, colorful, heterogeneous, 
multicolored, checkered; (n) medley, 
miscellany, mixture, assortment. 
ANTONYM: (adj) homogeneous 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

mouthpiece: (n) embouchure, 
spokesman, interpreter, speaker, 
aperture, gumshield, delegate; (v) 
authority, informant, exponent, 
intelligencer 

muddiness: (n) turbidity, murkiness, 
turbidness, mistiness, haziness, fog, 
opacity, opaqueness, sloppiness, 
dirtiness, obscurity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) clarity, cleanliness, cleanness 

muddle: (adj, n) mess; (n, v) clutter, 
disorder; (adj, v) confuse, fluster, 
bewilder, perplex; (adj, n, v) 
blunder; (v) addle, botch; (n) 
disarray. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enlighten, sharpen, soothe, organize, 
disentangle, tidy, clarify; (n) space, 
clarity, neatness 

muffin: (n) gem, cake, jewel, 
gemstone, English muffin, bran 
muffin, corn muffin 

mulberry: (n) leaves are used to feed 
silkworms, blackberry, mulberry 
harbour, berry, black mulberry, 
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bramble, fruit tree, multiple fruit 
mule: (n) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, 

mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) 
hybrid, crossbreed, Metis 

multiplication: (n) augmentation, 
increase, generation, expansion, rise, 
doubling, propagation, increment, 
reproduction; (n, v) addition; (adj) 
pullulation. ANTONYM: (n) 
decrease 

multiplicity: (n) diversity, 
abundance, plurality, much, 
multeity, manifoldness, lot, 
profusion, number, multitude, 
array. ANTONYMS: (n) uniformity, 
likeness 

multiplied: (adj) many, 
multitudinous, teeming, peopled, 
populous, studded, thick, increased, 
frequent; (v) absorb, acquisition 

multiplying: (adj) cumulative; (n) 
generation, calculation 

multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, 
host, throng, concourse, mob, 
masses, mass, herd, swarm. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

mumbled: (adj) inaudible, faint, 
broken, slurred, thick, garbled, 
unintelligible, muffled, low, 
incomprehensible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, distinct 

munitions: (n) ordnance, arms, 
weapons, military stores, 
armaments, artillery, guns, gun, 
military supplies, ordnance stores, 
defense 

murk: (n) darkness, fog, dark, 
murkiness, haze, cloud, mirk, 
cloudiness; (adj, n) obscurity; (n, v) 
mist; (v) darken. ANTONYM: (n) 
light 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 
hum, whisper, mutter, whine, 
babble, drone; (v) complain, bubble, 
breathe 

musing: (adj) contemplative, 
meditative, thoughtful, pensive; (n) 
meditation, consideration, reflection, 
rumination, reverie, thought, 
cogitation 

muskrats: (n) genus ondatra 
musset: (n) Alfred de Musset 
musty: (adj) fusty, rancid, stale, 

mouldy, rank, bad, obsolete, 
antiquated, stuffy, threadbare, trite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, modern 

mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, 
dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, 
dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) 
quiet, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
talkative, speaking, spoken; (v) 
amplify 

mystified: (adj) metagrabolized, 
puzzled, perplexed, metagrobolized, 
bemused, unclear, at a loss, 
metagrobolised, baffled, 
flummoxed, having difficulties. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) enlightened, 
clear 

mythology: (n) legend, tradition, 
religion, folklore, cultural 
anthropology, collection, classical 
mythology, assemblage, 
aggregation, accumulation, lore 

nacre: (n) mica, cheetah, ophite, opal, 
ocelot, shell, marble, zebra 

naif: (adj) naive, unworldly, 
unsophisticated, inexperienced, 
ignorant, gullible, credulous, 
childlike, callow, lacking 
sophistication; (n) greenhorn 

naivete: (n) artlessness, innocence, 
naiveness, credulousness, gullibility, 
ingenuousness, sincerity, simplicity, 
naturalness, candor; (adj) bonhomie. 
ANTONYM: (n) sophistication 

nameless: (adj) unknown, unnamed, 
unidentified, unsung, 
undistinguished, unspecified, 
inexpressible, strange, indescribable, 
obscure, unspeakable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) famous 

narrowing: (n) contraction, 
tightening, coarctation, stricture, 
angustation; (adj) dwindling, 
tapering, constrictive, constricting, 
binding; (adj, n) tapering off. 
ANTONYM: (n) expansion 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy 

natives: (n) nation, populace, 
community, citizens, public 

navigator: (n) mariner, sailing master, 
sailor, aviator, officer, helmsman, 
seafarer, seaman, explorer, cook, 
airman 

neanderthal: (n) Neanderthal man, 
homo sapiens Neanderthalensis, 
homo, human being; (adj) loutish, 
boorish, gawk, unrefined, goon, 
hoggish, klutz 

nearing: (n) approach; (adj) 
impending, forthcoming, oncoming, 
coming, imminent, looming; (prep) 
on the verge of, toward 

nearness: (n) closeness, contiguity, 
vicinity, familiarity, adjacency, 
proximity, propinquity, presence, 
immediacy, neighborhood, nearby. 

ANTONYMS: (n) distance, farness, 
remoteness 

neatness: (n) trimness, dexterity, 
orderliness, tidiness, spruceness, 
cleanliness, precision, compactness, 
purity, cleanness, elegance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) untidiness, 
largeness, clumsiness, disorder, 
inelegance, clutter, chaos, messiness 

nebulous: (adj) hazy, indistinct, dark, 
muddy, indefinite, vague, nebulose, 
dim, murky, formless, shapeless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, precise, 
definite 

necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 
essential, wants, support, 
subsistence, requirement, bread 

needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
indispensable, required, needed, 
mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
dollar 

negation: (n) contradiction, negate, 
opposition, disavowal, deny, 
cancellation, rebuttal, refusal, 
refutation, rejection, abnegation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
confirmation, affirmation, 
substantiation, reinforcement, 
agreement 

negligible: (adj) inconsequential, 
trifling, petty, marginal, paltry, 
minor, trivial, inappreciable, 
unimportant, slight, small. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) considerable, 
incalculable, important, crucial, 
major, extensive 

negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 
nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark 

neighbor: (v) abut, adjoin, populate, 
touch; (n) acquaintance, 
neighborhood, national; (adj) 
neighborly, neighbouring, 
neighboring, adjacent. ANTONYM: 
(n) foreigner 

neighborhood: (n) vicinity, district, 
area, community, locality, place, 
quarter, environs, section; (adj) 
neighboring, local 

neighboring: (adj, adv) adjacent, 
near; (adj) adjoining, nearby, 
contiguous, neighbor, abutting, 
next, neighborly, nigh, next to. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distant, remote, 
far, national 

neighbors: (n) neighbourhood 
nervousness: (n) nerves, trepidation, 

disquiet, tension, jumpiness, 
restlessness, jitters, agitation, worry, 
fearfulness, edginess. ANTONYMS: 
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(n) boldness, confidence, 
reassurance, calm, relief, peace, 
equanimity 

netted: (adj) reticulated, reticular, 
lacy, reticulate, netty, meshy, 
weblike, webbed, webby, lacelike 

neurosis: (n) disturbance, hysterical 
neurosis, obsession, psychosis, 
psychoneurosis, problem, phobia, 
neuroticism, nervous breakdown, 
mental illness, mental disturbance 

neutralize: (v) counterbalance, 
countervail, neutralise, nullify, 
offset, cancel, undo, annul, negative, 
antagonize, kill. ANTONYMS: (v) 
aggravate, arm, contaminate 

newcomer: (n) freshman, beginner, 
fledgeling, neophyte, recruit, 
immigrant, novice, arrival, entrant; 
(adj, n) foreigner, stranger 

newest: (adj) last, up-to-the-minute, 
up-to-date, novel, fresh, hot, lowest, 
concluding, fashionable, stylish, 
final 

newman: (n) Paul Newman, John 
Henry Newman, cardinal Newman 

niagara: (n) flood, waterfall, cataract, 
ghyll, torrent, overflow, Niagara 
Falls, Niagara river 

nibbling: (n) rate cutting, feeding, 
eating 

niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's 
daughter, uncle, kinswoman 

nightingale: (n) bulbul, nurse, 
philomel, the lady with the lamp, 
singer, nighthawk, night bird, 
Florence nightingale, etc 

nihilism: (n) philosophy, ism, 
doctrine, lawlessness, disbelief, 
atheism, nihilistic delusion; (v) reign 
of violence; (adj) nihility 

nobleman: (n) patrician, aristocrat, 
lord, peer, marquis, nobility, 
grandee, baron, duke, armiger, 
burgrave 

nobles: (n) landed gentry, upper class 
nomad: (n) vagabond, pilgrim, 

drifter, traveler, palmer, rover; (adj) 
Bedouin, migratory, errant, 
nomadic; (adj, n) migrant 

nominally: (adv) formally, smally, 
nominatively 

nominating: (v) nominate; (adv) 
nominately; (n) nomination, 
appointment, assignment, 
designation, naming 

norse: (adj, n) Scandinavian; (n) 
Nordic, Norseman, Northman, 
Viking, Scandinavian language, 
Faroese, North Germanic, north 
Germanic language 

northeastern: (adj) northeasterly, 

eastern, easterner, north 
northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 

northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north 

northwards: (adv) northward, 
northerly, north, in the north, to the 
north 

northwest: (adj) northwestern, Idaho; 
(n) nW, geographic region, 
geographical area, geographical 
region, geographic area, compass 
point 

northwestern: (adj) northwesterly, 
western, westerner, north 

norwegian: (adj, n) Scandinavian; (n) 
Norseman, North Germanic, north 
Germanic language, Northman, 
Nordic; (adj) norweyan 

noticing: (n) observation, look; (adj) 
conscious 

notify: (v) acquaint, advertise, 
instruct, inform, announce, warn, 
communicate, apprise, alert, tell, 
impart 

notoriety: (n) publicity, reputation, 
fame, infamy, disrepute, note, 
notability, prominence, flagrancy, 
distinction; (adj, n) renown. 
ANTONYM: (n) obscurity 

notoriously: (adv) prominently, 
scandalously, illustriously, notedly, 
knownly, eminently, egregiously, 
famously, celebratedly, renownedly, 
famedly 

nourished: (adj) fostered 
nuance: (n) nicety, hue, subtlety, 

tinge, undertone, refinement, trace, 
meaning, connotation, degree, tone. 
ANTONYM: (n) overtone 

nullifying: (adj) contradictory 
nullity: (n) nil, naught, cipher, 

nothingness, nobody, void, 
invalidity, nonexistence, nihility, 
zero, negation 

numbering: (n) counting, 
enumeration, list, numeration, 
reckoning, listing, determination of 
the thread count, number coding 

numberless: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, multitudinous, 
infinite, incalculable, endless, 
uncounted, unnumbered, 
innumerous, legion, untold. 
ANTONYM: (adj) few 

nursed: (adj) care, suckled 
obeying: (adv) under 
objectiveness: (n) extrinsicality, 

perspicacity, judgement, judgment, 
non ego 

oblige: (v) coerce, force, drive, 
constrain, make, bind, 

accommodate, obligate, necessitate, 
enforce, impel. ANTONYMS: (v) 
displease, request, hinder 

obliging: (adj, v) complaisant, 
courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, 
gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant, 
gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uncooperative, unkind, 
contrary, reticent 

obligingly: (adv) accommodatingly, 
attentively, courteously, kindly, 
thoughtfully, gentlely, 
cooperatively, helpfully, benignly, 
goodly, pleasantly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) uncooperatively 

oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 
absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission, 
pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame 

obnoxious: (adj) disagreeable, 
offensive, detestable, distasteful, 
hateful, horrid, repellent, disgusting, 
invidious; (adj, n) unpleasant; (adj, 
v) liable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
charming, nice, pleasing, delightful, 
inoffensive, cordial 

obscuring: (adj) blinding; (n) 
confusion 

obscurity: (n) gloom, darkness, 
shade, dimness, obscureness, night, 
oblivion, haze, ambiguity, shadow, 
cloudiness. ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, 
fame, light, simplicity, prominence, 
celebrity, brightness 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, 
firmness, bullheadedness, 
determination, contumacy, 
mulishness, impenitence, resolve, 
resoluteness, impenitency, 
pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cooperation, compliance 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obstinately: (adv) obdurately, 
mulishly, persistently, perversely, 
doggedly, refractorily, unyieldingly, 
willfully, pigheadedly, waywardly, 
firmly. ANTONYM: (adv) helpfully 

obstruct: (adj, n, v) hinder; (n, v) bar, 
barricade; (adj, v) check; (v) block, 
delay, clog, choke, impede, 
encumber, hamper. ANTONYMS: 
(v) facilitate, encourage, free, help, 
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clear, open, promote, assist 
obstructed: (adj) blind, blocked, 

congested, impeded, impedite, 
foiled, tight, thwarted, stymied, 
frustrated, impassable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unobstructed 

obstruction: (n, v) hindrance, 
impediment, interruption, check, 
difficulty; (n) bar, hitch, blockage, 
blockade, block, hurdle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) success, boost, 
help 

occult: (adj) hidden, obscure, 
mysterious, cryptic, cryptical, dark, 
esoteric, magical, unseen, 
confidential; (adj, n, v) secret 

oceans: (n) ocean, load, lot, bushel, 
mass, stack, mountain, heap 

octogenarian: (n) sexagenarian 
odor: (n) aroma, scent, odour, 

bouquet, flavour, perfume, flavor, 
savor, stink; (n, v) smell, stench 

offend: (v) irritate, affront, insult, 
contravene, injure, disgust, infringe, 
displease, abuse, wound, anger. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, delight, 
praise, attract 

offhand: (adj, adv) impromptu, 
extemporaneous, extempore; (adj) 
casual, extemporary, careless, 
cavalier, nonchalant, brusque, 
abrupt, improvised. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careful, considerate, warm, 
serious, civil, cautious, 
conscientious, concerned, caring, 
intended, prepared 

offshoot: (n) arm, limb, outgrowth, 
bough, offset, derivative, 
descendant, division, wing, scion, 
faction 

ohio: (n) Buckeye State, Ohio river 
oily: (adj, v) bland, soapy; (adj) fatty, 

fat, oleaginous, unctuous, slick, 
buttery; (adv) unctuously, smoothly, 
oleaginously. ANTONYM: (adj) lean 

old-world: (adj) old-time, whilom, 
olden, quaint 

olympus: (n) Olimbos 
omniscience: (n) omnipotence, 

pantology, state, omnisciency, 
omnipresence 

onerous: (adj) hard, difficult, 
laborious, heavy, cumbersome, 
arduous, tough, weighty, taxing, 
oppressive, formidable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) easy, effortless 

one-sided: (adj) unfair, unilateral, 
unjust, unequal, uneven, prejudiced, 
colored, doctrinaire, dogmatic, 
intolerant, jaundiced 

opaline: (adj) opalescent, iridescent, 
nacreous, milky, pearlescent, pearly, 

chatoyant, changeable, bright 
opaque: (adj) dense, muddy, obscure, 

cloudy, hazy, murky, thick, 
unintelligible, milky, misty, vague. 
ANTONYM: (adj) transparent 

open-minded: (adj) broad-minded, 
unbiased, unprejudiced, broad, 
impartial, Catholic, understanding, 
sympathetic, receptive, progressive, 
humane 

open-mouthed: (adj) spellbound 
openness: (n) honesty, frankness, 

freedom, sincerity, candor, 
sociability, truth, forthrightness, 
exposure, receptivity, convenience. 
ANTONYMS: (n) furtiveness, 
hostility, secretiveness, reserve, 
dishonesty, confidentiality, 
closeness, caginess, resistance, 
reticence, caution 

oppressive: (adj, v) onerous, close, 
burdensome; (adj) sultry, stuffy, 
tyrannical, muggy, despotic, 
dictatorial, gloomy, domineering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberal, 
democratic, humane, free, tolerant, 
airy, freezing, libertarian 

opprobrium: (n) infamy, dishonor, 
disgrace, defamation, reproach; (n, 
v) insult, abuse, invective, 
contumely; (adj, n) obloquy, odium. 
ANTONYM: (n) fame 

oration: (n) discourse, harangue, 
lecture, speech, declamation, 
homily, tirade, say, recitation, 
oratory, language 

orator: (n) elocutionist, speechmaker, 
speaker, lecturer, Cicero, speechifier, 
demagog, demagogue, eulogist; (v) 
oratrix, oratress 

oratorical: (adj) grandiloquent, 
oratorial, bombastic, redundant, 
flatulent, Oratorian, overblown 

oratory: (n) elocution, rhetoric, 
declamation, speech, oration, 
church, chapel, tabernacle, 
valediction, cathedral, public 
speaking 

ordnance: (n) artillery, cannon, 
armament, munitions, arsenal, 
weapons, heavy weapon, catapult, 
bricole, munition, ordinance 

organizer: (n) arranger, sponsor, 
manager, administrator, founder, 
organize, mastermind, regulator, 
decision maker, brains, work 
organizer 

oriented: (adj) directed, destined, 
sloping, aimed, leaning, slanting, 
sane, tilting 

originality: (n) novelty, imagination, 
ingenuity, initiative, freshness, 

newness, invention, creativity, 
heterodoxy, innovation; (adj, n) 
individuality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
normality, unoriginality 

orleans: (n) siege of Orleans 
ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 

embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip 

ornamental: (adj) fancy, florid, 
cosmetic, extravagant, elaborate, 
showy, enhancing, delicate, 
beautifying; (n) decoration, 
adornment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plain, unadorned 

ornaments: (n) stuff, trim, 
ornamentation, equipments, dress, 
disposition, custom, curios, 
condition, clothing, gaudery 

orthodoxy: (n) conventionality, 
conventionalism, conformism, 
convention, unoriginality, 
orthodoxness, traditional values, 
Catholicism, catholicity, 
traditionalism, religion 

oscillating: (adj) oscillatory, 
vibrating, sway, swing, swinging, 
periodic, zigzag, vibrant, periodical 

ostentatiously: (adv) pretentiously, 
pompously, flamboyantly, gaudily, 
haughtily, flashily, arrogantly, 
extravagantly, loudly, 
conspicuously, grandiosely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) humbly 

ostracism: (adj, n) banishment, 
exclusion; (n) deportation, 
expulsion, transportation, ejection, 
involuntary exile, riddance, 
expatriation; (adj) excommunication; 
(v) ostracize 

ostracized: (adj) detested, disliked, 
friendless, hated, not accepted, out 
of favor, not liked 

ostwald: (n) Wilhelm Ostwald 
outburst: (n) explosion, spurt, 

eruption, fit, burst, flash, effusion, 
gush, ebullition, blast, rage 

outcast: (n) exile, castaway, leper, 
expatriate, outlaw, vagabond, lown, 
loon, refugee; (adj, n) derelict; (adj) 
homeless. ANTONYM: (n) native 

outcry: (n, v) clamor, exclaim, call, 
shout, vociferation; (n) noise, 
exclamation, din, uproar, 
commotion, racket. ANTONYM: (n) 
acceptance 

outgrow: (v) overgrow, surpass, 
surmount, outstrip, outmatch, 
outgo, become overgrown, grow 
over, exceed, develop, outdo 

outlast: (v) outlive, endure, outstay, 
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outwear, live through, remain, hold 
out, come through, continue, live on, 
go 

outlawry: (adj) antinomy, despotism, 
brute force, violence; (n) 
lawlessness, exile, banishment, 
expulsion, ostracism, anarchy, 
illegality 

outlay: (n) expenditure, expense, 
disbursement, charge, outgo, 
spending, fee, expenses, 
defrayment, payment; (v) expend 

outlive: (v) survive, live, endure, 
overlive, live through, make it, 
overbide, overcome, remain, 
supervive, subsist 

outpost: (n) colony, settlement, 
picket, outskirt, boundary, outposts, 
branch, post, station, border, scout 

outraged: (adj) angry, incensed, livid, 
enraged, mad, cross, annoyed, 
perverted, umbrageous, beside 
yourself, scandalized. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, indifferent 

outspoken: (adj) direct, open, frank, 
candid, ingenuous, forthright, blunt, 
explicit, round, sincere, 
straightforward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
devious, guarded, quiet, reticent, 
evasive, reserved, tactful 

outwardly: (adv) exteriorly, 
superficially, apparently, outside, 
seemingly, without, ostensibly, 
evidently, extrinsically, outerly, 
outsidely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
internally, underneath 

outworn: (adj) obsolete, antiquated, 
outmoded, archaic, outdated, 
exhausted, dated, old-fashioned, 
disused, decrepit, worn. 
ANTONYM: (adj) current 

overdrawn: (adj) sweeping 
overhear: (v) catch, eavesdrop, listen, 

overheard, understand, fold up, 
befool, fascinate, entrance, enchant, 
enamour 

overlook: (v) disregard, excuse, omit, 
ignore, forget, fail, command, 
dominate, oversee, control, miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remember, notice, 
spot, acknowledge, see, accept, 
punish 

overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
intense, heavy, strong, onerous, 
devastating, uncontrollable, 
depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
light, subtle, imperceptible, 
insignificant, shallow, weak, faint, 
bland 

overrunning: (n) escape, discharge, 
deluge, overflow, reimposition, 

slick, leak 
overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 

outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; 
(adj) overcast 

overstep: (v) encroach, surpass, 
transcend, trespass, overrun, 
overpass, overleap, overtake, 
transgress, pass, go past 

overstepping: (n) invasion 
overthrowing: (adj) defeating, 

subversive; (n) oppression 
overthrown: (adj) overcome, 

conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

owls: (n) order Strigiformes, 
Strigiformes 

oyster: (v) clam, ostracize, frumenty, 
oatmeal, chowder, damper; (n) 
huitre, shellfish, blue point, capiz, 
bluepoint 

paddock: (n) field, enclosure, pasture, 
meadow, corral, compound, pound, 
stall, ground, hutch, parrock 

pagan: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic, 
agnostic; (n) idolater, infidel, 
paynim, heretic; (adj) heathenish, 
irreligious, ethnical, profane 

pageant: (n) spectacle, ostentation, 
ceremony, pomp, representation, 
exhibition, procession, pageantry, 
cavalcade, parade, scene 

painstaking: (adj) diligent, 
assiduous, conscientious, careful, 
laborious, exact, scrupulous, 
meticulous, thorough, particular, 
studious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
careless, neglectful, rushed, sloppy, 
easy, lazy, rash, rough, slapdash, 
untidy 

palate: (n) gusto, savour, flavour, 
gustation, liking, tooth, taste, relish, 
roof of the mouth, smack, fancy 

paleontology: (n) anthropology, 
oryctology, ornithology, ophiology, 
malacology, herpetology, 
helminthology, fossilology, 
entomology, ichthyology, 
paleobiology 

palfrey: (n) horse, roadster, saddle 
horse, beast of burden, cattle, nag, 
beast 

pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) 
curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, 
cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust 

palmer: (n) lay brother, monk, 

nomad, mendicant, Gypsy, hadji, 
friar, beadsman, bohemian, 
cenobite, conventual 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, 
evident, apparent, clear, 
transparent, indubitable, noticeable, 
lucid, patent, perceptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imaginary, 
intangible, impalpable, doubtful, 
furtive, imperceptible, insignificant, 
obscure, unclear 

palpably: (adv) patently, noticeably, 
clearly, manifestly, obviously, 
plainly, transparently, 
unmistakably, evidently, tangibly, 
markedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, insignificantly 

pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 
twinge, affliction, sting, stab, 
distress, ailment, cramp 

pantheism: (n) theism 
pantheist: (n) worshipper, polytheist, 

worshiper, pagan, believer 
pantheistic: (adj) polytheistic, 

pantheistical 
pantheon: (n) temple, assemblage, 

memorial, collection, aggregation, 
accumulation, monument 

pantomime: (n, v) gesture; (n) dumb 
show, mummery, acting, playacting, 
performing, playing, pantomimist; 
(v) mimic, roleplay, playact 

paradoxical: (adj) contradictory, 
conflicting, ambiguous, illegible, 
contrary, strange, inconsistent, 
questionable, ironic; (v) enigmatic, 
problematical 

paragon: (n) exemplar, ideal, model, 
perfection, paradigm, pattern, 
jimdandy, idol; (adj, n) beau ideal; 
(adj) phenix, pink 

parallelism: (n) parallel, likeness, 
similitude, analogy, affinity, 
similarity, parity, eurythmy, 
harmony, approximation, 
conformity 

paralysis: (n) anaesthesia, numbness, 
apoplexy, akinesia, alalia, 
paralyzation, disability; (adj) 
consumption, decline, syncope, 
sideration 

paralyzed: (adj) palsied, crippled, 
disabled, helpless, torpid, 
powerless, prostrate, enervated, 
dead, impotent, inert 

pardonable: (adj, v) defensible; (adj) 
forgivable, justifiable, venial, 
remissible, allowed, not heinous, 
understandable, veniable, 
explicable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpardonable 

parentage: (n) family, extraction, 
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origin, descent, ancestry, lineage, 
stock, birth, pedigree, kinship, 
bloodline 

parliamentarian: (n) congressman, 
legislator, lord, Robert; (adj) 
legislative 

paroxysm: (adj, n) fit, burst; (n) 
convulsion, outburst, explosion, 
attack, seizure, spasm, gust, agony; 
(adj) breaking out 

parricidal: (adj) patricidal 
parti-colored: (adj) varicolored, 

multicolored, dappled, speckled 
parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 

departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion 

partisan: (n) backer, champion, 
friend, bigot, disciple, advocate, 
adherent, enthusiast; (adj, n) 
sectarian, partizan; (adj) biased. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peacekeepers, 
opponent, rebel, turncoat; (adj) 
unbiased, nonpartisan, Standard, 
impartial, fair, disloyal 

partisanship: (n) partiality, bias, 
prejudice, clannishness, 
anthropocentrism, 
anthropocentricity, esprit de corps, 
clanship, ethnocentrism, localism; 
(adj, n) party spirit. ANTONYM: (n) 
disloyalty 

pascal: (n) Blaise Pascal, 
mathematician 

passer-by: (n) eyewitness 
passionately: (adv) fervently, 

vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

passively: (adv) inactively, inertly, 
quiescently, unresistingly, patiently, 
acquiescently, compliantly, meekly, 
tamely, dormantly, dutifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) vigorously, 
actively, assertively, defiantly 

pasted: (adj) affixed 
patchwork: (n) miscellany, melange, 

odds and ends, hodgepodge, check, 
medley, mess, ambigu, magma, 
pasticcio, parenthesis 

paternalism: (n) attitude 
paternity: (n) parenthood, source, 

authorship, origin, beginning, 
relationship, parentage, genesis, 
provenance, consanguinity, family 
relationship 

pathetically: (adv) pitifully, 

piteously, sorrily, wretchedly, 
pitiably, touchingly, sadly, poorly, 
miserably, plaintively, distressingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) intelligently, 
convincingly 

pathological: (adj) morbid, diseased, 
sick, neurotic, ghoulish 

pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration, 
impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy 

patriot: (n) jingoist, jingo, subject, 
patriotic, Garibaldi, loyalist, 
national, chauvinist. ANTONYM: 
(n) turncoat 

patriotism: (n) nationalism, 
nationality, love of country, 
chauvinism, jingoism, loyalty, 
public spirit, xenophobia, 
Americanism, national character, 
civism. ANTONYM: (n) disloyalty 

patroness: (n) supporter, sponsor, 
benefactress, support, donor, fairy 
godmother 

patronize: (v) frequent, support, 
sponsor, patronage, favor, patronise, 
condescend, defend, promote, back, 
help. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
boycott 

pauper: (n) poor man, mumper, bum, 
poor person, starveling; (adj) poor, 
indigent, penniless; (v) bust, fold 

peabody: (n) Elizabeth palmer 
Peabody, Elizabeth Peabody 

peacefully: (adv) tranquilly, placidly, 
stilly, serenely, Pacifically, quietly, 
meekly, restfully, undisturbedly, 
evenly, coolly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
wildly, hysterically, agitatedly, 
restlessly, noisily, manically 

peacemaker: (n) arbitrator, 
conciliator, intercessor, pacifier, 
intermediary, entente cordiale, good 
understanding, negotiator, judge, 
conciliation, appeaser. 
ANTONYMS: (n) troublemaker, 
fighter 

peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate 
pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery 
peculiarity: (n) idiosyncrasy, 

distinction, particularity, oddness, 
eccentricity, distinctiveness, 
abnormality, characteristic, 
attribute, difference, individuality. 
ANTONYM: (n) similarity 

peculiarly: (adj, adv) particularly, 
curiously, unusually, uncommonly, 
singularly; (adv) especially, oddly, 
strangely, specifically, weirdly, 
specially. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, slightly 

pedagogue: (n) dominie, teacher, 

schoolmaster, educator, pedagog, 
academician, lecturer, lector, master; 
(n, v) pedant; (v) purist 

pedagogy: (n) education, pedagogics, 
instruction, tutelage, teaching, 
tuition, schooling, coeducation, 
indoctrination, educational activity, 
training 

pedant: (n) doctrinaire, scholastic, 
bookworm, purist, pettifogger, 
precisian, prig, martinet, stickler, 
mannerist, intellectual. ANTONYM: 
(n) dilettante 

pedantry: (v) precisianism, purism; 
(n) quibbling, being pedantic, 
splitting hairs, conceit, pedantism, 
ostentation, inkhornism, fanfare, 
euphuism. ANTONYM: (n) 
creativity 

pedometer: (v) perambulator, 
podometer, measuring instrument, 
measuring system 

peerage: (n) aristocracy, baronage, 
nobility, peerdom, gentry, noblesse 

peking: (n) Peiping, capital of red 
China 

pelting: (n) successiveness, 
chronological sequence, 
chronological succession, hail, rain 

penance: (n) atonement, sacrament, 
confession, compunction, penalty, 
expiation, remorse, repentance, 
punishment, reparation, hair shirt 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 
penetrating: (adj) astute, sharp, 

cutting, discerning, incisive, 
piercing, perceptive, discriminating, 
trenchant; (adj, v) biting, acute. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, soft, 
mellow, low, gentle, dull, dense 

penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 
regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness 

penitentiary: (n) prison, pen, house 
of correction, confessor, dungeon, 
bridewell, correctional institution, 
workhouse, tollbooth; (v) 
penitential; (adj) punitive 

pennsylvania: (n) Penn, university of 
Pennsylvania, pa, Keystone state; 
(adj) Middle Atlantic, Maryland 

pennsylvanian: (adj) Mississippian, 
Ordovician, Precambrian, Silurian, 
Cambrian; (n) Pennsylvanian 
period, upper carboniferous, upper 
carboniferous period 

pennyroyal: (n) Hedeoma 
pulegioides, Mentha pulegium, 
mint, herb, herbaceous plant 

peony: (n) paeony, flower, piony 
perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
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appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible 

perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, 
settle, sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) 
lodge, abide, dwell; (n) pole 

perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the 
edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, 
suspended, perked up 

perdition: (adj, n) downfall, fall, ruin; 
(n) hell, inferno, infernal region, 
nether region, deperdition, bane, 
destruction, overthrow. 
ANTONYM: (n) heaven 

peregrine: (n) peregrine falcon, Falco 
Peregrinus; (adj) roving, exotic, 
nomadic, foreign, wandering, 
unsettled, fluid, erratic 

peremptorily: (adv) absolutely, 
positively, imperatively, flatly, 
dogmatically, magisterially, 
commandingly, imperiously, 
authoritatively, decidedly, 
decisively 

peremptory: (adj) imperious, 
commanding, dictatorial, 
overbearing, decisive, magisterial; 
(adj, v) authoritative, dogmatic, flat, 
absolute; (v) decided. ANTONYM: 
(adj) polite 

perfected: (adj) consummate, 
elaborate, mellow, mature, ripe, 
fulfilled, done, formed; (v) 
completed, consummated, excessive 

perforce: (n) on compulsion; (adv) 
needs 

perilous: (adj, v) dangerous, 
hazardous; (adj) insecure, unsafe, 
parlous, precarious, risky, 
treacherous, dicey, critical, dodgy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) secure 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, 
decease, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, 
pass, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) survive, live, appear 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed 

permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 
endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability 

permeating: (adj) pervasive, 
penetrating, permeative, passing 
through, distributive 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 

everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically 

perpetuated: (adj) perpetuate 
perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 

baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unperplexed, assured, clear, 
knowing 

perplexing: (adj) enigmatic, puzzling, 
embarrassing, intricate, complex, 
baffling, complicated, bewildering, 
knotty, troublesome; (adj, n) 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
enlightening, soothing, 
understandable, explicable 

perplexingly: (adv) enigmatically, 
funnily, intricately, confusingly, 
complicatedly, surprisingly, 
astonishingly, remarkably, queerly, 
curiously, unexpectedly 

perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 
bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
understanding 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 
determined, constant, resolute, 
dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute 

persia: (n) Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Persian Empire 

persistence: (n) continuity, 
endurance, constancy, stubbornness, 
durability, doggedness, 
continuation, continuance, patience, 
perseveration, tenacity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) laziness, 
indifference, flexibility, impatience, 
feebleness 

persistently: (adv) stubbornly, 
constantly, continually, firmly, 
tenaciously, unremittingly, 
continuously, incessantly, 
insistently, doggedly, 
pertinaciously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sporadically, acutely, aimlessly, 
inconsistently, spasmodically, 
halfheartedly 

persuader: (n) communicator, tree 
pusher, inducer, club, coaxer, gun 

perturbed: (adj) disturbed, agitated, 
hot and bothered, confused, uneasy, 
concerned, worried, unsettled, 
troubled, upset, distraught. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untroubled, 

relaxed 
perversely: (adv) obstinately, 

refractorily, stubbornly, pervertedly, 
contrariwise, waywardly, wickedly, 
badly, willfully, kinkily, naughtily 

perverted: (adj) perverse, immoral, 
distorted, kinky, corrupt, twisted, 
abnormal, debauched, deviant, 
reprobate, unnatural. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) normal, moral, unchanged 

pessimism: (adj) horrors, 
hypochondriasis, megrims; (v) 
optimism; (n) despondency, despair, 
depression, dejection, cynicism, 
melancholy, temperament. 
ANTONYMS: (n) optimism, 
resilience, hopefulness, happiness, 
cheer, enthusiasm, cheerfulness 

petrified: (adj) mineralized, 
motionless, frightened, scared, 
numb, stiff, harder, firm, mineral, 
like a statue, lacking sensation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, fearless 

pettiness: (n) insignificance, 
slightness, triviality, parsimony, 
littleness, tightness, tightfistedness, 
narrowness, stinginess, frivolity, 
niggardliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nobility, importance, maturity, 
generosity 

phantasm: (n) apparition, ghost, 
illusion, phantom, spirit, vision, 
delusion, hallucination, eidolon, 
specter, fancy 

phenomenal: (adj) extraordinary, 
exceptional, amazing, fantastic, 
marvelous, prodigious, marvellous, 
miraculous, stupendous, special, 
rare. ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
mundane, usual, average 

philanthropy: (n) charity, generosity, 
humanity, kindness, philanthropic 
gift, beneficence, altruism, 
charitableness, humanitarianism, 
largesse, gift. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nastiness, selfishness 

philistinism: (n) desire, ignorance 
philology: (n) glossology, arts, 

correct style, humanistic discipline, 
humanities, lexicology, liberal arts 

phosphorescence: (n) light, flash, 
glow, lambent flame, shimmer 

physique: (n) figure, form, 
constitution, shape, body, habitus, 
frame, person, size, appearance; 
(adj, n) muscle 

pickings: (n) plunder, booty, swag, 
prize, spoils, spoil, net profit; (v) 
earnings, innings, winnings, profit 

pickle: (n) mess, jam, hole, brine, lot, 
quandary; (v) cure, preserve, souse; 
(adj, v) salt; (n, v) pot 
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pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft 

piety: (n) godliness, devoutness, 
faith, righteousness, holiness, 
reverence, religion, religiousness, 
piousness, sanctity, goodness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sin, profanity, 
wickedness 

pignut: (n) Carya glabra, black 
hickory, Juglans nigra, mockernut 
hickory, pignut hickory, mockernut, 
hickory tree, hickory, Carya 
tomentosa, black walnut, black 
walnut tree 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous 

pilgrim: (n) hadji, passenger, 
journeyer, palmer, traveler, 
wanderer, conventual, monk, 
mendicant, lay brother, hajji 

pilgrimage: (n, v) expedition, 
excursion; (v) trip, tour, 
peregrination, ramble, discursion, 
circuit; (n) hajj, haj, career 

piling: (n) pile, stacking, pillar, spile, 
heap, buttress, caking, stack, stilt, 
cumulus, mess 

pilotage: (n) steerage, piloting, 
navigation, astronavigation, 
steering, dead reckoning, direction, 
celestial navigation, leadership, 
instrument flying, lodemanage 

pinch: (n, v) nip, arrest, twinge, 
squeeze; (n) emergency, crisis, 
exigency; (v) compress, lift, wring, 
constrict 

pinions: (n) restraint 
piracy: (n) buccaneering, robbery, 

freebooting, pillage, depredation, 
spoliation, theft, plagiarization, 
plagiarisation, misrepresentation; 
(v) privateering 

pirate: (n) buccaneer, corsair, bandit, 
pillager, freebooter, sea robber, 
robber, sea rover; (n, v) plagiarist; 
(v) hijack, infringe 

pirated: (adj) unauthorized 
piratic: (adj) thieving 
piratical: (adj) lawless, buccaneerish 
pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, 

hurler, creamer, container, pail, 
bucket, flagon, tankard 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong 

pitiably: (adv) pathetically, pitifully, 
miserably, piteously, lamentably, 
wretchedly, patheticly, tragically, 
tragicly, sadly, deplorably 

pitilessly: (adv) remorselessly, 

ruthlessly, unmercifully, 
unfeelingly, heartlessly, harshly, 
cruelly, unsympathetically, brutally, 
relentlessly, unkindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mercifully, 
sensitively, sympathetically 

pitt: (n) William Pitt, second earl of 
Chatham, Pitt the elder, Pitt the 
younger 

plainness: (n) perspicuity, clearness, 
homeliness, austerity, simplicity, 
lucidity, perspicuousness, 
directness, bareness, drabness, 
chasteness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
warmth, splendor 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch 

plantation: (n) orchard, farm, garden, 
shrubbery, hacienda, planting, 
settlement, colony, parterre, grove, 
planter 

plash: (n, v) splash; (v) pleach, 
splatter, spatter, swash, interlace, 
enlace, entwine, drip, drop; (n) 
drizzle 

plaything: (n) bauble, trifle, gewgaw, 
cockhorse, doll, dollhouse, dolly, 
playhouse, hobby, hobbyhorse, 
kaleidoscope 

plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, 
adjure, petition, ask, appeal, defend, 
invoke, sue; (n, v) allege. 
ANTONYMS: (v) answer, demand 

pleading: (adj) importunate, 
imploring, beseeching, appealing, 
suppliant; (n) defense, replication, 
demurrer, defence, advocacy, 
argument 

ploughed: (v) plucked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unplowed 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge 

plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, 
unfeathered, featherless, moulting, 
pilled 

plumage: (n) feather, plume, 
feathering, quill, aftershaft, alula, 
marabou, finery, animal material; 
(adj) plumosity, alular 

plunge: (n, v) drop, dive, fall, jump; 
(v) douse, duck, submerge, crash, 
dunk, plummet; (adj, v) immerse. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) rise; (v) hesitate; 
(n) improvement 

plush: (adj) lush, splendid, opulent, 
sumptuous, luxuriant, luxurious, 
rich, gorgeous, swish, deluxe, 

magnificent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
meager, austere, shabby, Spartan, 
cheap 

pocahontas: (n) Matoaka 
poignant: (adj, v) acrid, biting, harsh, 

painful, penetrating, brisk; (adj) 
acute, cutting, moving, affecting; 
(adj, n) piquant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unemotional, cheerful, emotionless 

pointer: (n) hand, needle, clue, point, 
tip, indicator, intimation, cursor, 
arrow, indication, beacon 

poise: (n) equilibrium, equanimity, 
composure, assurance, parity, 
bearing, calmness, cool, aplomb; (v) 
hover, brace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, timidity, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, agitation, panic 

poised: (adj) balanced, calm, 
composed, steady, equanimous, 
assured, urbane, serene, stable, 
massed, gathered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) awkward, unprepared, coarse 

poisonous: (adj) toxic, mortal, 
venomous, noxious, malicious, fatal, 
baneful, poison, lethal, viperous, 
mephitic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, benevolent, edible, 
kindhearted 

poker: (n) draw, lotto, nap, fire hook, 
monte, reversis, shovel, squeezers, 
tongs, trivet, rake 

polishing: (n) shining, brightening, 
print polishing, brushing, 
mechanical polishing, bobbing; (adj) 
cultural, abrasive 

polk: (n) president Polk, James Polk 
polyps: (n) jellyfishes, hydras, corals, 

Coelenterata, Cnidaria, phylum 
Cnidaria 

pompadour: (n) hairdo, hair style 
pomposity: (n) haughtiness, 

arrogance, glitter, conceit, 
pretension, pompousness, strut, 
vanity, pretentiousness, dash, 
ostentatiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
modesty, informality 

pompous: (adj) grand, arrogant, 
ostentatious, affected, pretentious, 
overblown, showy, inflated, 
majestic, lordly; (adj, prep) bloated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
straightforward, unceremonious, 
quiet, unassuming, natural, 
deferential, relaxed, meek 

ponder: (v) meditate, consider, 
cogitate, deliberate, think, reflect, 
conceive, mull, mull over; (n, v) 
muse, study. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decide, wander, ignore 

pondering: (adj) pensive, musing, 
meditative, contemplative, 
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thoughtful, reflective; (n) 
consideration, deliberation, 
cogitation, reflection, lucubration 

ponderous: (adj) heavy, grave, 
onerous, burdensome, massive, 
unwieldy, bulky, stodgy, hard, 
tedious, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elegant, graceful, lively, brisk, 
manageable 

pons: (n) neural structure, pons 
Varolii 

pontiff: (n) bishop, high priest, Holy 
Father, Vicar of Christ, papa, priest, 
clergyman, cardinal, pontifex, 
Gregory, Alexander pope 

poodle: (n) domestic dog, dog, 
poodle dog, miniature poodle, large 
poodle 

pooling: (n) make bulk 
porcelain: (v) ceramics, crockery, 

pottery, ceramic ware; (n) 
earthenware, magnetism, figurines, 
purslane, collectibles, bone China 

pore: (n) stoma, interstice, 
emunctory, gully hole; (v) speculate, 
meditate, contemplate, concentrate, 
centre, engulf, engross 

portal: (n) gate, door, mouth, 
gateway, porch, entry, entrance, 
inlet, portals, entree, lips 

portentous: (adj) fateful, 
extraordinary, pompous, amazing, 
pontifical, prodigious, 
grandiloquent, sinister, unusual, 
foreboding, astonishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
promising 

porto: (n) Oporto 
posing: (n) pretense, pose, 

movement, pretentiousness, 
pretension, posturing, move, 
motion, airs, acting, sitting. 
ANTONYM: (n) honesty 

potomac: (n) foggy bottom 
pounded: (adj) beaten, ground, 

crushed, pulverized, minced, broken 
up, milled 

pounding: (n) beat, throb, pound, 
hammering, pulsation, beating, 
throbbing, buffeting, hammer, 
thrashing, whipping 

poverty-stricken: (adj) destitute, 
indigent, needy, miserable, 
penniless, squalid, depressed, bad 
off, impoverished, shabby 

powdered: (adj) powdery, fine, 
crushed, milled, ground, broken up, 
finer, minced, pulverised; (n) 
punctated, milk 

powerfully: (adv) strongly, potently, 
vigorously, puissantly, effectively, 
forcefully, robustly, intensely, 

violently, hardily, firmly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gently, faintly, 
powerlessly, slightly, mildly, feebly, 
ineffectively, loosely, calmly 

powerhouse: (n) power station, 
human dynamo, fireball, ball of fire, 
bolide, doer, authority; (adj) 
muscular, mighty, forceful, 
authoritative 

powerless: (adj) impotent, unable, 
feeble, incapable, ineffective, 
ineffectual, infirm, inefficient, 
nerveless, weak, prostrate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) powerful, 
strong, effective, capable, able 

practiced: (adj) adept, expert, skillful, 
versed, proficient, accomplished, 
skilful, skilled, trained, practised, 
able. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inexperienced, untrained, 
incompetent, clumsy, unqualified 

practicing: (adj) practising, 
churchgoing, active, engaged, 
exercent, working 

prairie: (n) meadow, lea, grassland, 
field, savanna, steppe, heath, bush, 
jungle, desert, pampas 

prate: (n, v) gossip, chatter, prattle, 
tattle; (v) jabber, gab, chat, natter, 
clack, palaver, gabble 

prattle: (n, v) gossip, babble, chat, 
gab, jabber, chitchat; (adj, n, v) 
chatter, prate, palaver; (v) cackle, 
clack 

precedent: (n) example, prototype, 
case, case in point, instance, rule, 
original; (adj, n) antecedent; (adj) 
preceding, foregoing, anterior 

precept: (n) canon, decree, command, 
mandate, charge, lesson, injunction, 
law, commandment, principle; (adj, 
n) rule 

predestined: (adj) fated, 
foreordained, certain, predestinate, 
intended, fatal, predetermined, 
ordained, meant, doomed, designed 

preface: (n, v) prelude, preamble, 
proem; (n) beginning, introduction, 
preliminary, exordium, overture; (v) 
introduce, precede, premise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) addendum, 
conclusion, postscript 

prehistoric: (adj) archaic, ancient, 
primordial, primeval, antiquated, 
old, antediluvian, prehistorical, 
antique, dated, earliest. ANTONYM: 
(adj) contemporary 

prematurely: (adv) early, 
inopportunely, hastily, precipitately, 
unripely, previously, rashly, 
immaturely, precociously, 
forwardly, beforehand 

preponderating: (adj) preponderant, 
overriding, predominate, 
predominant, paramount, 
overbalancing, prevailing, 
outweighing, dominant 

preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, 
ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible 

preserves: (n) conserve, jam, 
chowchow, conserves, jelly, 
marmalade, canned food, confiture, 
European federation of importers of 
dried fruit, preserved food, apple 
butter 

presiding: (adj) president, dominant, 
administrative 

pressingly: (adv) instantly, earnestly, 
critically, imperiously, immediately, 
insistently, necessarily, 
imperatively, quickly, seriously, 
importunately 

presumptive: (adj) credible, specious, 
presumable, putative, apparent, 
easy of belief, circumstantial, ben 
trovato, colorable; (adj, v) 
hypothetical; (v) conjectural 

presumptuous: (adj) arrogant, 
audacious, forward, assuming, 
insolent, impertinent, assumptive, 
familiar, haughty, proud; (adj, n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
shy, timid, humble, modest 

pretence: (n) deceit, pretext, 
dissimulation, pretense, affectation, 
falsehood, deception, hypocrisy, 
bluff, appearance, pretension 

pretentious: (adj) showy, pompous, 
affected, presumptuous, arrogant, 
snobbish, grandiose, ambitious; (adj, 
v) boastful, stilted, conceited. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
unostentatious, unpretentious, 
humble, ordinary, unaffected, 
straightforward, restrained 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, 
color, pretence, mask, plea, guise, 
sham, appearance; (n, v) excuse, 
cloak 

priestcraft: (n) intrigue, odium 
theologicum, craft, machination, 
craftsmanship 

priestly: (adj) ministerial, hieratic, 
sacerdotal, priestlike, hieratical, 
religious, theocratic, ecclesiastical; 
(adv) divinely, hieratically, 
theocratically. ANTONYM: (adj) 
secular 

primal: (adj) primordial, primitive, 
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fundamental, primaeval, cardinal, 
central, key, aboriginal, early, first, 
initial. ANTONYM: (adj) modern 

primo: (adj) special, primary, unique, 
remarkable, outstanding, leading, 
foremost, fantastic, fabulous, 
extraordinary; (adv) first off 

primordial: (adj, pref, v) primary; 
(adj) primeval, ancient, aboriginal, 
original, fundamental, early, first, 
primal, primaeval, prehistoric. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
contemporary 

proclaim: (v) declare, assert, 
advertise, broadcast, promulgate, 
enunciate, herald, decree, divulge, 
notify, annunciate 

proclaiming: (adj) predicating, 
predicant, declaring, affirming, 
oracular, hence 

proclamation: (n) announcement, 
decree, edict, annunciation, notice, 
statement, promulgation, report, 
publication, manifesto, propagation 

prodigal: (adj) extravagant, 
improvident, generous, lavish, 
wasteful, excessive, exuberant, 
liberal, profuse, dissipated; (adj, n) 
profligate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
economical, cautious 

prodigality: (n) dissipation, 
lavishness, squander, waste, 
exuberance, plenty, abundance, 
excess, extravagancy, improvidence, 
profligacy 

prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, 
huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) 
monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, 
tiny, weak 

prodigiously: (adv) astonishingly, 
enormously, immensely, vastly, 
marvelously, exceptionally, 
colossally, largely, wonderfully, 
hugely, tremendously 

prodigy: (n) marvel, miracle, wonder, 
genius, portent, phenomenon, 
wonder child, astonishment, wizard, 
surprise; (adj, n) monster 

profanity: (n) blasphemy, oath, 
irreverence, obscenity, swearing, 
profanation, sacrilege, swear word, 
expletive, disrespect, utterance. 
ANTONYM: (n) purity 

profess: (v) assert, feign, affirm, 
avow, state, pretend, claim, confess, 
allege, aver; (n, v) protest. 
ANTONYM: (v) repress 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
apparent, avowed, pretended, 

seeming, supposed, affected, 
feigned, so-called, purported 

professing: (n) avowal, profession, 
community 

professorial: (adj) learned, 
professory, pedagogic 

professors: (n) faculty 
professorship: (n) readership, 

tutorship, situation, spot, death 
chair, president, post, chairman, 
chairperson, berth, position 

profligate: (adj) debauched, lavish, 
corrupt, extravagant, immoral, 
wasteful, abandoned; (adj, n) 
prodigal, licentious, spendthrift, 
libertine. ANTONYMS: (adj) frugal, 
upright, moral, economical, 
parsimonious, sensible, cautious, 
innocent 

profoundness: (n) deepness, 
abstruseness, reconditeness, 
profundity, abstrusity, astuteness, 
sapience, wisdom, obscurity, 
perspicacity, penetrating 
knowledge. ANTONYM: (n) 
superficiality 

profusely: (adv) lavishly, copiously, 
extravagantly, bountifully, 
generously, plentifully, galore, 
prodigally, richly, excessively, 
amply. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meagerly, stingily, thinly 

prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stop, cancel, curtail, quit 

pronounce: (v) articulate, declare, 
affirm, say, assert, express, vocalize, 
proclaim; (n, v) allege; (adj, v) 
deliver, utter. ANTONYM: (v) 
mumble 

propagation: (n, v) generation, 
progeneration, genesis; (n) diffusion, 
dissemination, extension, 
circulation, transmission, 
promulgation; (adj, n) 
multiplication; (v) procreation 

prophesy: (n, v) presage; (v) 
prognosticate, foretell, augur, 
foreshow, forecast, portend, 
foreshadow, forebode, bode, 
anticipate 

prophet: (n) augur, oracle, 
vaticinator, seer, predictor, diviner, 
forecaster, visionary, foreteller, 
priest, clairvoyant 

proportionally: (adv) relatively, 
commensurately, pro rata, in 
proportion, balancedly, 
symmetrically, proportionably 

propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 

correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 
unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency 

prosecute: (v) pursue, persecute, 
follow, chase, engage, indict, litigate, 
drive, execute, accuse; (n, v) sue. 
ANTONYM: (v) pardon 

prostrated: (adj) brokenhearted, 
exhausted, tired, enervated 

protege: (n) creature, protegee, 
puppet, ward, hireling, mercenary 

protesting: (adj) disinclined, 
opposed; (n) clamor 

proverbial: (adj) axiomatic, 
hackneyed saying, common saying, 
notorious, famed, legendary, 
famous, common, true saying, trite 
saying, recognizable 

proverbially: (adv) commonly, 
famedly, famously, legendarily, 
notoriously 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

proxy: (n) attorney, deputy, agent, 
agency, delegate, alternate, 
surrogate, procurator, authority, 
vicar; (adj, n) replacement 

prudently: (adv) wisely, cautiously, 
judiciously, discreetly, shrewdly, 
sparingly, charily, sagaciously, 
warily, frugally, circumspectly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) recklessly, 
imprudently, extravagantly, 
generously, indiscreetly, 
immaturely, stupidly 

prussian: (adj) prutenic 
psychical: (adj) mental, 

psychological, paranormal, psychal 
ptolemy: (n) Claudius Ptolemaeus 
pugilism: (n) fisticuffs, bout, fight, 

mill, spar, athletics, event, fistfight, 
packing, professional boxing, prize 
fight 

pugilist: (n) bruiser, fighter, wrestler, 
combatant, heavyweight, prize 
fighter, gladiator, lightweight, the 
fancy, scrapper, slugger 

pugnacious: (adj) belligerent, 
bellicose, combative, aggressive, 
quarrelsome, warlike, contentious, 
argumentative, hostile, martial, 
peevish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceable, friendly 

pulp: (n) flesh, pith, puree, cellulose, 
pap, magazine, bagasse, marrow; (v) 
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grind, squash; (adj) taste 
pulpit: (n) platform, dais, ambo, 

lectern, hustings, stump, rostrum, 
forum, desk, stand, state 

pulque: (n) alcohol, inebriant 
pumps: (n) heart, spectator 
punctuation: (n) comma, praxis, 

hyphen, apostrophe, parenthesis, 
ampersand, colon, grammar, 
accidence, diagonal, stop 

pungent: (adj, n) bitter; (adj) hot, 
peppery, acid, acrid, biting, 
penetrating, caustic; (adj, v) 
poignant, keen, brisk. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bland, sweet, faint, odorless 

punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
pardon, reward, commend 

purified: (adj) refined, clean, pure, 
cleared, cleaned, cleansed, corrected, 
chastened, sublimated, sanitary, 
pured 

purify: (adj, v) clear, cleanse; (v) 
purge, disinfect, refine, distill, 
sanctify, clarify, depurate, lustrate, 
chasten. ANTONYMS: (v) pollute, 
dilute, soil, cloud, desecrate 

purist: (v) doctrinaire, pedagogue; (n) 
precisianist, traditionalist, stickler, 
mannerist, euphuist, bookworm, 
precisian; (adj) traditional, 
conservative. ANTONYM: (n) 
radical 

puritan: (adj) blue, puritanic, 
puritanical, Methodist, formalist, 
religionist; (n) precisian, devotee, 
sanyasi, yogi; (v) coquette 

puritanism: (n) precisianism, 
bibliolatry, hyperorthodoxy, 
austerity, Sabbatarianism 

purloined: (adj) taken 
purported: (adj) ostensible, 

pretended, supposed, nominal, so-
called 

purposeless: (adj) meaningless, 
senseless, useless, driftless, empty, 
random, objectless, nonsensical, 
designless; (adj, adv) aimless, 
directionless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
meaningful 

purposely: (adj, adv) designedly, 
advisedly, knowingly; (adv) 
intentionally, on purpose, by design, 
consciously, by choice, calculatedly, 
explicitly; (adj) wittingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unintentionally 

pursuance: (n) prosecution, 
execution, pursuit, implementation, 
fulfillment, achievement, search, 
quest, fulfilment, exercise, chase 

pursuits: (n) diversion, duties 
putative: (adj, v) conjectural; (v) 

presumptive, academic, accredited, 
theoretical, speculative, supposable, 
gratuitous; (adj) reputed, supposed 

putty: (n) cement, paste, glue, lute, 
mastic, filler, solder, gum, stucco, tin 
oxide; (v) apply 

pyramids: (n) billiards, pingpong, 
pool, bagatelle, jackstones, pushball, 
hopscotch 

quadrupling: (n) multiplication 
quaint: (adj) odd, funny, picturesque, 

comical, fanciful, curious, 
whimsical, strange, queer, peculiar, 
droll. ANTONYMS: (adj) modern, 
ordinary, dull 

quaker: (n) trembler, Jovinianist, 
friend, Familist, earthquake, 
champion, booster, Broadbrim, 
acquaintance, admirer, ally 

qualm: (n) misgiving, doubt, nausea, 
distrust, compunction, uncertainty, 
regret, hesitation, apprehension, 
fear; (adj, n) suspicion 

quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in 
dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
(n) dissension 

quarrelsome: (adj) argumentative, 
belligerent, combative, 
cantankerous, aggressive, 
disputatious, ugly, currish, 
termagant; (adj, n) contentious; (adj, 
v) fretful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agreeable, peaceful, amiable 

quartered: (n) quartering, quarters 
quarterly: (n) quarterlies, periodical, 

series, journal, period, glossy 
magazine, monthly, paper, 
publication; (adv) every quarter; 
(adj) trimestrial 

quatrain: (n) distich, couplet, canto, 
line, heroic stanza, elegiac stanza, 
verse, triplet 

queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 
funny, curious, gay, peculiar, 
strange, quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well 

queerly: (adv) curiously, funnily, 
fishily, strangely, peculiarly, 
singularly, comically, fantasticly, 
fantastically, funny, suspiciously 

querulous: (adj) petulant, irritable, 
fretful, discontented, tetchy, 
complaining, fractious, touchy, 
cross, grumpy, grouchy 

quickest: (adv) most quickly 
quieted: (adj) composed 
quintessence: (n) heart, epitome, 

marrow, gist, core, model, paragon, 
archetype, nub, substance, soul 

quitting: (n) departure, resignation 
quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 

tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor 

quondam: (adj) former, late, pristine, 
previous, old, past, bygone, 
prevenient; (adv) once, sometime; 
(n) whilom 

quoting: (n) citation 
racked: (adj) assured, confident, 

miserable 
radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 

lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy 

radiate: (v) gleam, beam, glow, 
glitter, shine, diverge, glisten, emit, 
shed, emanate, flash. ANTONYM: 
(v) absorb 

radiated: (adj) radial, stellular, 
stelliform, penciled, diffuse 

radiating: (adj) radiate, shining, 
glowing, radious, burning; (adv) 
radiately 

radiometer: (n) photometer, 
actinometer, lucimeter, 
radiomicrometer; (v) odometer, 
ombrometer, heliometer, 
galvanometer, pantometer, 
pneumometer, pneumatometer 

radium: (v) cosmic radiation, 
radioactivity, tritium, beta rays, 
background radiation, radon, 
radioactive isotopes, alpha particles, 
gamma rays; (n) celestial longitude, 
atomic number 

raft: (n, v) float; (n) deal, flock, heap, 
lot, plenty, muckle, pile, slew, stack, 
wad 

raggedness: (n) seediness, untidiness, 
unevenness, manginess, scruffiness. 
ANTONYM: (n) elegance 

raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, 
wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, 
heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
contained 

rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 
sweepings, trash, waste; (n) 
clothing, tatter, orts, odds and ends, 
dress 

raiding: (adj) predatory, offensive, 
prowling, predaceous, predacious 

railroad: (n) railway, railway system, 
tram road, tramway, rails, doctrine; 
(v) dragoon, push, coerce, bully, 
dispatch 

railroads: (n) railway 
ramble: (n, v) journey, stroll, saunter, 

wander, roam, meander, excursion, 
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hike, tramp, walk, promenade. 
ANTONYM: (v) settle 

rameses: (n) Ramesses 
rancor: (adj, n) gall, venom; (n) 

grudge, enmity, hostility, ill will, 
spite, malice, animosity, hatred, 
hate. ANTONYMS: (n) amicability, 
goodwill, harmony, affection 

ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, 
graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
hierarchic 

ranking: (n) rank, arrangement, 
rating, position, place, placement, 
scale; (adj) commanding, 
outstanding, overlooking, 
peremptory 

ransacked: (adj) plundered, pillaged, 
emptier, despoiled, empty 

raphael: (n) Raffaello Santi 
rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 

happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, 
v) passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair 

rarebit: (n) Welsh rarebit, dish 
rashly: (adj, adv) hastily, headlong; 

(adv) thoughtlessly, recklessly, 
impetuously, imprudently, 
carelessly, indiscreetly, headily, 
heedlessly, wildly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) thoughtfully, prudently, late, 
pensively, sensibly, responsibly, 
cautiously, deliberately, patiently 

ratified: (adj) sanctioned, legal, 
canonical, canonic 

rattlesnake: (n) serpent, massasauga, 
asp, cobra, sidewinder, prairie 
rattlesnake, diamondback, prairie 
rattler, pit viper, horned rattlesnake, 
ground rattler 

ravage: (v) devastate, demolish, 
destroy, desolate, pillage, harry, 
loot; (n, v) waste, plunder, sack; (n) 
havoc. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
save 

ravaged: (adj) desolate, devastated, 
destroyed, ruined, pillaged, blasted, 
raped, despoiled, everlasting, 
goddamn, bleak 

ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, 
famished, gluttonous, voracious, 
rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 
(adj) moderate 

readable: (adj) legible, interesting, 
decipherable, easy, graceful, clean, 
entertaining, tripping, plain, 
flowing, percipient. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) illegible, indecipherable, 
unreadable 

realizable: (adj) doable, achievable, 
attainable, practicable, feasible, 
accomplishable, marketable, viable, 
available, obtainable, tangible 

realizing: (n) thought 
reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 

obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
(adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, scatter 

reappear: (v) recur, come back, 
appear, repeat, be restored, get back, 
happen again, haunt, persist, revert, 
resume. ANTONYM: (v) disappear 

reasoned: (adj) coherent, rational, 
sound, logical, valid, reasonable, 
carefully considered, intelligent, 
heavy, healthy, good. ANTONYM: 
(adj) confused 

rebellious: (adj) insubordinate, 
mutinous, disaffected, defiant, 
disobedient, contrary, 
contumacious, insurgent, stubborn, 
unruly, malcontent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) docile, conventional, obedient, 
conformist, content, conforming, 
cooperative, loyal, meek, 
submissive, obliging 

rebuff: (n, v) snub, check, cut; (v) 
reject, ignore, decline, repel; (n) 
denial, defeat, rebuke, rejection. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acceptance, 
approval, agreement; (v) welcome, 
acknowledge, agree 

rebuked: (adj) reproved, 
admonished, chastened 

recalcitrant: (adj) defiant, fractious, 
rebellious, intractable, obstinate, 
disobedient, contrary, stubborn, 
naughty, restive, unruly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
docile, cooperative 

recalling: (adj) revocatory; (n) 
recognition 

receding: (n) disappearance, fadeout, 
recession, niche; (adj) moving back, 
low, hairless, balding, going out, 
recessive, retiring 

receptions: (n) reception 
reciprocally: (adv) inversely, jointly, 

in return, conversely, commonly, 
reciprocatively, alternately, 
correlatively, equally, communally, 
bilaterally 

recitation: (n) reading, narration, 
narrative, description, rehearsal, 
lesson, account, practice, exercise, 
oration, explanation 

reciting: (v) recite 
recklessly: (adv) rashly, carelessly, 

imprudently, hastily, heedlessly, 
negligently, foolhardily, 
inattentively, wildly, wantonly, 

neglectfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
prudently, responsibly, calmly, 
discreetly, sensibly, cautiously 

recognizing: (v) recognize, 
acknowledge, recognise; (adj) 
conscious, respectful; (n) 
observation 

recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, 
memento, memorial, 
commemoration, memoir, retrospect 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography 

reconcilable: (adj) reconcile, 
accordable, agreeing, in accordance 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled 

reconstruct: (v) alter, restore, build, 
mend, rehabilitate, repair, 
reconstitute, reconstructing, 
rebuilding, redo, retrace 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose 

redeemable: (adj) cashable, 
recoverable, repayable, payable, 
corrigible, exchangeable, negotiable, 
redemptible, reformable; (v) 
rescuable, extricable 

redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed 
redress: (n, v) cure, correct, 

recompense, help; (v) compensate, 
indemnify, expiate, rectify, atone; 
(n) indemnification, amends. 
ANTONYM: (v) wrong 

reduplication: (n) iteration, doubling, 
tautology, gemination, replica, 
repeating, reiteration, artifice, 
reproduction, biplicity; (v) repetition 

reeking: (adj) dripping, overly 
diluted, odorous, noisome, high, 
fetid, stale; (v) sloppy, soft, soaking, 
sodden 

reelection: (n) election 
reeve: (n) ruler, ruff, greeve; (v) pass 

through 
refinement: (n) culture, cultivation, 

purification, gentility, polish, finish, 
civilization, nicety, courtesy, grace; 
(adj, n) elegance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, adulteration, tackiness, 
uncouthness, tastelessness, 
inelegance, coarseness, clumsiness, 
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awkwardness, crudeness 
reformed: (adj) improved, corrected, 

unorthodox, altered 
reformer: (n) emancipationist, 

abolitionist, activist, hippie, 
demonstrator, crusader, insurgent, 
prohibitionist, meliorist, rebel, 
radical 

refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
update, comfort, regenerate, 
rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; 
(adj) refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) 
exhaust, tire, weary, stagnate, drain, 
kill 

refuting: (n) determination, finding, 
falsification, debate, falsifying; (adj) 
refutatory 

regent: (n) trustee, experrection, 
protector, viceregent, vizier, vicar, 
superintendent, curator, governor, 
viceroy; (adj) regnant 

rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, 
strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, 
rule, rein in, confine 

reindeer: (n) Greenland caribou, 
deer, cervid, Barren ground caribou, 
raindeer 

reins: (n) bridle, Reins of a vault, 
reins of government, wheel, 
gearshift, joystick, pedals, potency, 
power, powerfulness 

rejects: (adj) culls; (n) castoffs 
rejoinder: (n) reply, comeback, 

response, riposte, return, reaction, 
demurrer, plea, replication, retort, 
objection 

relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; 
(n) recidivism, recurrence, 
regression, deterioration; (v) 
backslide, revert, recur, deteriorate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, recover, 
progress; (n) improvement, 
recovery, regeneration 

relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel, 
inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, 
merciless, grim, obdurate, 
persistent, unrelenting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, lenient, 
merciful, finite, soft, sporadic, feeble 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, 
remainder, remains, antique, relict, 
vestige, remnant 

relics: (n) relic, rood, rosary, thurible, 
reliquary, remainder, remain, 
leavings, remains, remnants, patera 

remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, 
residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
trace, oddment, balance, stub 

remnants: (n) leavings, remains, 
remainder, rest, leftovers, remnant, 
offal, leftover, vestige, relics, refuse 

remodelling: (n) remodeling 
remonstrance: (n) protest, 

expostulation, objection, dissuasion, 
censure, remonstration, 
reprehension, admonition, 
monstrance, mediation, dehortation 

remotely: (adv) slightly, afar, far, far 
away, secludedly, removedly, 
smally, slimly, widely, coolly, 
coldly. ANTONYMS: (adv) closely, 
warmly, nearby 

remoter: (adj) ulterior, further, more 
distant 

rendering: (n) interpretation, 
translation, rendition, reading, 
representation, version, interpreting, 
depiction, execution, construction, 
explanation 

renewing: (adj) renewal, restorative, 
reviving, recuperative, promoting 
recuperation, grateful, revitalising, 
revitalizing 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist 

reopen: (v) open, resume, restart, 
revive, resurrect, open up, pick up, 
regenerate, open again, take up, 
continue 

reorganize: (n, v) remodel; (v) 
regroup, reconstruct, rebuild, 
rearrange, reconstitute, reorder, 
restructure, reorganise, refound, 
shake up. ANTONYM: (v) scatter 

repeal: (n, v) recall; (adj, v) annul, 
cancel, abrogate, abolish, invalidate; 
(v) revoke, quash, rescind, 
countermand; (n) abolition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enact, ratify, 
validate, impose, reinstate, 
maintain; (n) enactment, ratification 

repel: (v) nauseate, revolt, disgust, 
repulse, sicken, rebuff, decline, 
displease, drive back, reject, refuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) draw, charm, 
welcome, incline, yield, please, 
delight 

repine: (v) kick, grumble, regret, 
quetch, murmur, brood, mourn, 
languish, whine, lament; (n) sink 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

reposing: (adj) calm, asleep 
reprint: (n, v) reissue; (n) offprint, 

new edition, reprinting, separate, 
reimpression, republication, new 

printing, copy; (v) reproduce, print 
reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, 

charge, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, 
condemn; (n) condemnation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
commend, approve; (n) compliment, 
commendation, approval 

reproducing: (adj) fruitful, fecund 
repudiate: (v) reject, renounce, 

forswear, decline, deny, recant, 
disallow, disown, disavow, refuse, 
relinquish. ANTONYMS: (v) accept, 
confirm, permit, affirm 

repudiated: (adj) unacknowledged 
repulsion: (n) repugnance, 

repellency, hatred, antipathy, 
aversion, horror, disgust, repulse, 
distaste, hate, rebuff. ANTONYMS: 
(n) charm, love, magnetism, appeal, 
liking, delight 

repulsive: (adj) offensive, detestable, 
ugly, disagreeable, nauseous, 
hideous, loathsome, abhorrent; (adj, 
v) abominable, hateful, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, desirable, reputable, 
lovely, lovable, humane, appealing, 
laudable 

resembling: (adj, prep) like; (adj) 
analogous, parallel, similar, 
conformable, approximate, 
semblative, other, probable; (prep) 
similar to, reminiscent of. 
ANTONYM: (prep) unlike 

resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
take offense, take umbrage, take 
exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 
welcome, wish, accept 

residuum: (n) remainder, residue, 
residual, rest, draff, end, difference, 
balance, eternal rest; (adj) caput 
mortuum, sprue 

resisting: (adj) tough, tenacious, 
sequacious, stringy, tough as 
whitleather, resistant, recalcitrant, 
opposing, making resistance, loath; 
(v) resist 

resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, 
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hesitant, undecided 
resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 

decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 
unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, indecisively, 
uncertainly, feebly, hesitantly, 
aimlessly 

resounding: (adj) booming, ringing, 
reverberating, loud, rolling, vibrant, 
emphatic, resonating, reverberant; 
(v) resound; (adv) resoundingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
marginal 

respectability: (n) reputation, 
propriety, reputability, decorum, 
honesty, honourableness, gentility, 
dignity, repute, politeness; (adj) 
respectableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
decadence, indecency, immorality 

restful: (adj) quiet, peaceful, still, 
comfortable, placid, soft, tranquil, 
reposeful, relaxing, easy, peaceable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncomfortable, 
unwelcoming, irritating, harsh, 
noisy, rushed, stimulating 

restlessness: (n) anxiety, disquiet, 
impatience, fidget, uneasiness, 
disquietude, unrest, fidgetiness, 
agitation, insomnia; (adj, n) 
nervousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calm, contentment, restfulness, 
peace 

restoring: (n) reinstatement, 
restoration; (adj) grateful, refective, 
comforting, refreshing 

restraints: (n) manacles, fetters, 
chains 

resurrection: (n) renewal, rebirth, 
revival, regeneration, restoration, 
resurgence, reanimation, restitution, 
renaissance, resumption, 
resuscitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
disappearance 

retardation: (n) retard, impediment, 
slowdown, retardment, lag, mental 
retardation, deceleration, resistance, 
holdup, imbecility; (v) 
postponement 

retarded: (adj) slow, tardy, imbecile, 
belated, delayed, simple, obtuse, 
leisurely, dull, deferred, defective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) precocious 

reticence: (n) reserve, reservation, 
uncommunicativeness, taciturnity, 
silence, reticency, restraint, secrecy, 
reservedness, muteness, humility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chattiness, 
honesty, nerve, boldness, openness, 
arrogance, brashness 

retiring: (adj) humble, diffident, 

bashful, reserved, unassuming, 
unobtrusive, timid, coy, shy, 
sheepish, meek. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, bold, outgoing, forward, 
incoming, arrogant, brash, sociable 

retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 
back 

retrograde: (adj) regressive, 
backward, retral, deteriorating; (v) 
retreat, fall back, retire, regress, 
decline, lapse, revert. ANTONYMS: 
(v) progress; (adj) direct 

reveller: (n) merrymaker, roisterer, 
celebrant, celebrater, celebrator 

reversible: (adj) revocable, bilateral, 
voidable, repealable, changeful, 
abrogable; (v) unable to say no. 
ANTONYM: (adj) nonreversible 

reversion: (n) relapse, atavism, 
regression, regress, return, reversal, 
lapse, inheritance, inversion, 
heritage, escheat 

reverted: (adj) inverse 
reverting: (n) reversion, relapse, 

relapsing, recidivism, lapse, 
backsliding, lapsing, regress, 
reversal; (adj) returning, reversive 

revise: (v) edit, amend, emend, 
convert, correct, fix, alter, retouch; 
(n) revision, revisal, proof. 
ANTONYMS: (v) confirm, retain, 
worsen, leave, maintain 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 
recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing 

revolted: (adj) sickened, sick, 
shocked, horrified, disgusted, 
appalled 

revolting: (adj) offensive, loathsome, 
nasty, foul, detestable, nauseating, 
nauseous, horrible, hideous, 
repellent; (adj, v) sickening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, tasty, delicious, edible, 
lovable, delightful, appealing, lovely 

revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, 
vertiginous, rotary, gyratory, 
wheeling, rotative, rotatory, 
rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve 

rewrite: (n) rescript, revision, writing; 
(v) transliterate, decode, correct, 
redraft, write, reform, adapt, copy 

rhapsody: (n) ecstasy, epos, episode, 
parenthesis, romance, patchwork, 
vagary, transport, rant; (adj) 
amphigouri, farce 

rhetorical: (adj) pompous, 
declamatory, grandiloquent, 
bombastic, forensic, flowery, 

magniloquent, turgid, embellished, 
ornate; (n) rhetoric. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quiet, unrhetorical 

rhine: (n) Joseph Banks Rhine, Rhein 
rhyme: (n) poetry, verse, poem, song, 

alliteration, numbers, rhythm; (n, v) 
rime, measure; (v) poetize, versify 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, 
plenty, prosperity, exuberance, 
treasure, resources; (v) gold 

rico: (n) racketeer influenced and 
corrupt organizations act, Rico act 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 
sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation 

ridicule: (n, v) laugh at, deride, 
banter, insult, taunt, scorn, scoff; (n) 
derision, mockery; (adj, n) irony; (v) 
jeer. ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, 
respect; (v) approve; (n) approval, 
admiration 

ridiculously: (adv) absurdly, 
preposterously, idiotically, silly, 
stupidly, farcically, nonsensically, 
laughably, comically, derisorily, 
foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
impressively, solemnly, sensitively, 
rationally 

right-angled: (adj) orthogonal 
rightness: (n) correctness, 

appropriateness, propriety, justness, 
nicety, truth, morality, 
righteousness, justice, fairness, right. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wrongness, 
inappropriateness 

rigidly: (adv) severely, sternly, 
strictly, firmly, stringently, 
unbendingly, rigorously, 
uncompromisingly, stubbornly, 
unyieldingly, strongly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) loosely, 
amenably 

rigorously: (adv) severely, strictly, 
stringently, carefully, harshly, 
exactly, austerely, closely, narrowly, 
stiffly, gravely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
leniently, lightheartedly, negligently 

ripened: (adj) mature, matured, 
elderly, aged, maturer, old, mellow, 
grown, full-grown, cured, adult. 
ANTONYM: (adj) young 

rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 
religion 

rivalry: (n) contest, contention, 
opposition, antagonism, race, 
emulation, match, conflict, 
contestation, envy, rivalship. 
ANTONYM: (n) friendship 

robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, 
fleeced, borrowed, bereft 
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robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing 
freebootery; (n) theft 

rockies: (n) mountain range, Rocky 
Mountains 

rococo: (adj) baroque, antiquated, 
obsolete, fancy, of other times, old-
fashioned, overornamented, 
flamboyant, gaudy, intricate, 
decorative 

rodin: (n) Francois Auguste Rene 
Rodin, Auguste Rodin 

roebuck: (n) roe, roe deer 
roentgen: (n) r, radioactivity unit, 

radius, rntgen, gas constant, 
Wilhelm Konrad roentgen, Wilhelm 
Konrad Rontgen 

romanesque: (n) Romanic, 
Romanesque architecture; (adj) 
strange 

rookery: (n) lair, cell, hole, hiding 
place, heronry, eyry, aerie, cave, 
breeding ground, sanctum 
sanctorum; (adj) slum 

roosevelt: (n) president Roosevelt, 
Theodore Roosevelt, president 
Theodore Roosevelt, president 
Franklin Roosevelt, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt, Anna 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Franklin 
Roosevelt 

rosy: (adj) hopeful, blooming, 
optimistic, auspicious, promising, 
bright, roseate, ruddy, fortunate, 
flushed, pink. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, depressing, hopeless, 
unpromising 

rotate: (v) roll, reel, gyrate, alternate, 
wheel, spin, swing, orbit, pivot, 
turn, twirl 

rottenness: (n) decay, putrescence, 
putridness, corruptness, 
putrefaction, putridity, depravity, 
degeneracy, filth, deterioration; (v) 
moldiness 

roughness: (n) harshness, asperity, 
crudeness, hoarseness, rigor, 
unevenness, disorderliness, 
gruffness, huskiness, inclemency, 
crudity. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
complexity, gentleness, mildness, 
evenness, exactness, friendliness, 
orderliness, grace, lenience 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested 

rousing: (adj) stirring, provocative, 

bracing, thrilling, inspiring, 
exhilarating, moving; (n) 
awakening, wakening, stimulation; 
(v) rouse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conciliatory, dull, relaxing 

rousseau: (n) Le douanier Rousseau 
roustabout: (n) deckhand, seafarer, 

seaman, tar, hand, workman, 
worker, gob, day laborer, employee, 
female worker 

rowboat: (n) rowing boat, dory, 
wherry 

royalty: (n) regality, payment, 
kingship, royal line, royal house, 
royal family, fee, tax, nobility, 
loyalty, majesty 

rubens: (n) sir Peter Paul Rubens 
ruddiness: (n) flush, rosiness, glow, 

complexion, skin color, rubicundity, 
redness, color, complection, high 
color, pinkness. ANTONYM: (n) 
pallor 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
acceptably, gently 

rudeness: (n) disrespect, audacity, 
insolence, impudence, discourtesy, 
incivility, effrontery, bad manners, 
impoliteness, impropriety, 
primitiveness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
civility, refinement, propriety, 
courteousness, courtesy, decency, 
respect, diplomacy, praise, 
thoughtfulness, gentleness 

rudimentary: (adj) primary, basic, 
inchoate, fundamental, elementary, 
elemental, rudimental, embryonic, 
original, imperfect, incomplete. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) advanced, 
complex, developed 

ruffled: (adj) rippled, frilly, frilled, 
upset, disordered, excited, 
disconcerted, decorated, tousled, 
tangled, turbulent 

ruinous: (adj) harmful, baleful, 
disastrous, calamitous, injurious, 
deleterious, dilapidated, blasting, 
baneful, pernicious; (adj, n) 
subversive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
beneficial, fortunate, harmless 

rumor: (n) hearsay, talk, news; (n, v) 
gossip, fame, buzz, bruit, noise, 
rumour; (v) repute, reputation. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade, 
delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 

runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge 

rupture: (n, v) fracture, crack, tear, 
split, burst; (n) rift, rent, hernia, 
interruption, breach, breakage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) repair, unity; (n, 
v) mend 

ruptured: (adj) broken, busted, torn, 
damaged, cleft 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 
rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 
countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
town, urbane, cultured, city, 
sophisticated 

rusticity: (n) inurbanity, gaucherie, 
stiffness, simplicity, faux pas, gaffe, 
coarseness, clumsiness, 
gracelessness; (adj) low life, mauvais 
ton 

ruthlessly: (adv) relentlessly, 
unfeelingly, heartlessly, mercilessly, 
brutally, severely, cruelly, 
unmercifully, harshly, callously, 
remorselessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, honestly, mercifully 

sacrifices: (n) holocaust 
sadden: (v) aggrieve, distress, pain, 

grieve, afflict, sad, hurt, oppress, 
dishearten, trouble, weigh down. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
gladden, please, cheer, comfort 

saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 
dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) 
satisfied 

salic: (adj) Salique 
samoa: (n) Western Samoa 
sanctity: (n) sanctitude, godliness, 

sacredness, devotion, piety, 
saintliness, purity, halidom, 
sanctimony, religion, innocence. 
ANTONYM: (n) unholiness 

sane: (adj, n) reasonable, lucid; (adj) 
rational, judicious, right, sensible, 
normal, wise, wholesome, sound, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unbalanced, insane, crazed, 
delirious, unreasonable, irrational, 
foolish 

sanity: (n) reason, saneness, mind, 
health, reasonableness, rationality, 
soundness, mental health, lucidity, 
common sense, prudence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insanity, madness 

santiago: (n) Santiago de los 
Caballeros, gran Santiago, Santiago 
de Chile, Santiago de Cuba, capital 
of Chile 

satan: (n) Lucifer, devil, deuce, the 
Devil, Old Nick, Belial, fiend, Prince 
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of Darkness, Dickens, archfiend, 
daemon 

satanic: (adj) infernal, hellish, 
fiendish, diabolical, diabolic, 
demonic, demoniacal, wicked, 
unholy; (adj, v) mephistophelian, 
Stygian 

satiated: (adj) full, replete, gorged, 
satisfied, jaded, sated, glutted, fat, 
fed up, corpulent, disgusted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) insatiate 

satire: (n) sarcasm, lampoon, 
mockery, parody, ridicule, 
caricature, burlesque, quip, spoof, 
derision; (v) squib 

satirical: (adj) satiric, cutting, 
mordant, mocking, ironic, biting, 
scornful, sardonic, derisive; (adj, n) 
keen; (n) ironical. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sympathetic 

satirist: (n) lampooner, defamer, 
backbiter, traducer, joker, libeler, 
nipper, pickpocket, ridiculer, sir 
Benjamin backbite, swift 

saturated: (adj, v) sodden; (adj) 
drenched, concentrated, sopping, 
soaked, full, soggy, soppy, wet 
through, pure; (v) impregnate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unsaturated 

saturation: (n) satiation, 
impregnation, satiety, pervasion, 
permeation, glut, intensity, 
satisfaction, fullness, surfeit, 
repletion 

saucer: (n) plate, platter, discus, bowl, 
pan, dot, calabash, disk, dish 
antenna, point, porringer 

sauerkraut: (v) damper, salmis, 
porterhouse steak, porridge, 
pineapple, oyster, oatmeal, 
mangosteen, mango, fish; (n) 
sourcrout 

sausages: (n) bond 
savior: (n) rescuer, saviour, deliverer, 

saver, redeemer, liberator, Christ, 
benefactor, Jesus Christ, tutelary 
saint, helper 

saxon: (adj) academical, pure, chaste, 
severe; (n) Englishman, Sassenach, 
Lowlander 

scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 
framework, foundation, gallows, 
stand, transom, summer, trave, 
Travis, stage 

scandalous: (adj) infamous, 
disgraceful, ignominious, 
outrageous, opprobrious, shocking, 
disreputable, disgusting, 
dishonorable; (adj, v) base, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proper, seemly, 
honorable, appealing, 
complimentary, reputable, 

admirable 
scapegoat: (n) whipping boy, 

hostage, victim; (v) jury rigging, pis 
aller, jury mast, locum tenens, 
dummy, shift, stopgap, warming 
pan 

scare: (adj, n, v) panic; (adj, n) dread; 
(v) intimidate, daunt, frighten, 
appall, horrify; (adj, v) dismay, awe; 
(n, v) fright; (adj) consternation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, soothe, 
encourage; (n) reassurance, bravery 

scenic: (adj) picturesque, dramatic, 
pretty, beautiful, histrionic, 
landscape, theatrical, tragicomic, 
tragic, pictorial, panoramic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dreary 

scented: (adj) fragrant, perfumed, 
aromatic, balmy, sweet, redolent, 
odoriferous, spicy, savory, smelling, 
angelical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scentless, smelly 

sceptic: (n) doubter, skeptic, atheist, 
pessimist, infidel, incredulous, 
distrustful, disbeliever, sceptical, 
unbeliever, skeptical 

scheldt: (n) Scheldt river 
schiller: (n) Johann Christoph 

Friedrich Von schiller, 
Adularescence 

scholarly: (adj) learned, 
knowledgeable, erudite, lettered, 
bookish, cultured, intellectual, 
scholastic, studious, educated, 
literary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unscholarly, uneducated, unlearned, 
lowbrow 

scholastic: (adj, n) academic; (adj) 
scholarly, pedantic, school, learned, 
erudite; (n) pedant, purist; (v) 
savant, blue, enlightened 

schoolboy: (n) lad, scholar, pupil, 
student, disciple, learner, 
schoolchild, youngun, younker, 
youth, school child 

schooling: (n, v) training; (n) 
learning, instruction, school, 
drilling, teaching, pedagogy, 
edification, coaching, preparation, 
doctrine 

schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 
pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
teacher, principal, educator, head, 
Lutjanus apodus, housemaster 

scientifically: (adv) technically, 
precisely, exactly, accurately, 
technologically, analytically, 
industrially, mechanically, 
punctually, experimentally, steadily. 
ANTONYM: (adv) randomly 

scorching: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
scalding, baking, broiling, boiling, 

sultry, stifling, torrid; (v) fiery, 
flaming. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
fresh, cool 

scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, 
v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, 
deride, slight; (n) contempt, 
derision, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) respect, praise; (v) appreciate, 
revere, value, approve, admire, 
accept; (n) admiration, 
commendation, humility 

scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
neglected, contemptuous, 
despicable, insolent, undesirable, 
unloved, unpopular, mean 

scotchman: (n) Scotsman, American, 
aboriginal, Caledonian, Cambrian, 
Canadian, bluecap, Canuck, 
highlander, Lowlander 

scoundrel: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, 
blackguard, cad, villain, ruffian, 
miscreant, crook, rapscallion, varlet, 
scalawag 

scourings: (adj) refuse, rags, waste, 
sweepings; (adj, n) trash; (n) scours, 
rubble, residue, detritus, debris 

scramble: (v) clamber, beat, strive; (n, 
v) climb, struggle, bustle, jumble, 
scrabble, rush; (adj, n) hurry; (n) 
haste. ANTONYMS: (v) descend; (n) 
descent 

scrappy: (adj) bitty, incoherent, 
disconnected, sketchy, fragmentary, 
truculent, desultory, pugnacious, 
disjointed, combative, aggressive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) entire 

scraps: (n) garbage, odds and ends, 
scrap, bits, food waste, leftover, 
trash, waste, oddments, leftovers, 
residue 

scratched: (adj) hurt, abraded, 
sgraffito, raw, dented, spoiled, 
damaged, injured 

scratching: (n) scrape, scraping, 
abrasion, mark, scar, poor 
handwriting, incision, excoriation, 
chicken feed; (adj) hoarse, abrasive 

scribble: (n, v) scrawl, scratch, sketch; 
(v) scrabble, doodle, write, compose; 
(n) squiggle, cacography, 
scribblement, scrape 

scribbler: (n) writer, penman, pen, 
author, the scribbling race, hack, 
scrivener, Augustin Eugene scribe, 
scribe, pamphleteer, journalist 

scruple: (adj, v) hesitate, demur, 
pause; (n) hesitation, qualm, 
misgiving, distrust, objection; (n, v) 
mistrust; (v) falter, question 

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
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meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful 

scuffle: (n, v) tussle, fight, scrap, 
struggle, disturbance, encounter; (v) 
grapple, shuffle; (n) melee, 
scramble, fighting 

seafaring: (n) sailing, navigation, 
boating, cabotage, travelling; (adj) 
marine, naval, maritime, seagoing, 
oceangoing, sea 

seals: (n) Pinnipedia, key, talisman, 
aquatic mammal, signet, suborder 
Pinnipedia, sea Lions 

seaman: (n) seafarer, tar, gob, sailor, 
bluejacket, jack, navigator, bargee, 
bargeman, boatswain, bosun 

searcher: (n) investigator, hunter, 
seeker, quester, gadabout, Calosoma 
scrutator, explorer, soul, someone, 
somebody, inquirer 

secede: (v) retire, leave, depart, 
resign, part, withdraw, break, 
segregate, isolate, quit, retreat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, affiliate 

secession: (adj, n) defection; (n) 
severance, withdrawal, desertion, 
isolation, abruption, detachment, 
retreat, disconnection, separation, 
breach 

second-rate: (adj) second-class, 
mediocre, secondary, mean, 
ordinary, lousy, unimportant, 
shoddy, low, poor; (n) second best 

secreting: (n) burial, burying, 
concealment, money laundering, 
activity, screening, hiding, masking; 
(adj) secretory, secernent 

sedate: (adj, v) calm, serious, quiet, 
demure; (adj) staid, composed, 
solemn, sober, earnest, cool, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate; (adj) 
wild, frenetic, bold, boisterous, 
frivolous 

seductive: (adj) enticing, tempting, 
alluring, inviting, desirable, sexy, 
irresistible, persuasive, charming, 
fascinating; (adj, v) seducing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) repulsive 

seeker: (n) searcher, hunter, quester, 
applicant, gadabout, soul, someone, 
somebody, examiner, zetetic, 
searcher beetle 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner 

seine: (n) fishnet, purse Seine, Seine 
river; (v) fish 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, 
clutches, prehension, taking, 
apprehension, capture, infection; 
(adj) catching, galling, controlling 

seizure: (n) arrest, confiscation, 
capture, seizing, apprehension, 
appropriation, attachment, 
convulsion, detention; (adj, n) 
attack, assumption. ANTONYMS: 
(n) release, restoration, surrender 

self-abasement: (n) humiliation 
self-asserting: (adj) brash 
self-assurance: (n) self-confidence, 

self-esteem, poise, aplomb, 
composure, effrontery, presence 

self-conceit: (n) conceit 
self-confidence: (n) confidence, 

assurance, pride, egoism, effrontery, 
determination, morale 

self-confident: (adj) assured, cocky, 
confident, assertive, jaunty, 
sanguine, secure, self-sufficient, 
certain 

self-consciousness: (n) 
embarrassment, inhibition 

self-content: (n) self-esteem 
self-control: (n) self-discipline, 

patience, forbearance, abstinence, 
temperance, temper, composure, 
discipline, self-command, self-
possession, balance 

self-defence: (n) self-defense 
self-defense: (n) protection 
self-discipline: (n) restraint, 

willpower, temperance, austerity, 
will 

self-esteem: (n) self-conceit, 
pretension, self-respect, amour-
propre, esteem 

self-interest: (n) selfishness 
selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 

greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity 

self-possession: (n) composure, 
poise, imperturbability, serenity, 
aplomb, coolness, balance, restraint, 
self-control, morale, presence 

self-reproach: (n) regret, repentance, 
shame, penitence, contrition, guilt 

self-respect: (n) pride, self-esteem, 
dignity, face, honesty 

self-restraint: (n) restraint, 
abstinence, reserve, moderation, 
self-mastery, self-command, will, 
discipline, avoidance, willpower 

self-sacrifice: (n) martyrdom, 
renunciation 

self-satisfaction: (n) boast, pride 
self-willed: (adj) stubborn, wilful, 

wayward, obstinate, headstrong, 
perverse, intractable, masterful, pig-
headed, wild, deaf 

senatorial: (adj) legislative, curule 
seneca: (n) genus polygala 
seneschal: (n) burgomaster, bailiff, 

Corregidor, castellan, factotum, 
warden, servant, shepherd, 
portreeve, retainer, alderman 

senile: (adj) doddering, gaga, aged, 
geriatric, elderly, doddery, decrepit, 
crazy, demented, disabled, dotty 

senility: (n) age, old age, second 
childhood, decrepitude, senescence, 
infirmity, caducity, anility, 
weakness, dementia; (v) drivel 

sensations: (n) feelings, vibrations, 
ambiance 

sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 
(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity 

sensibly: (adv) sanely, intelligently, 
rationally, pragmatically, 
realistically, cleverly, politically, 
perceptibly, soundly, noticeably, 
wisely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
foolishly, ludicrously, ridiculously, 
unreasonably, illogically, madly, 
irrationally, hastily, stupidly, 
irresponsibly, immaturely 

sensitiveness: (n) sensitivity, 
susceptibility, antenna, sensibleness, 
feeler, responsiveness, keenness, 
sensation, acumen; (adj) softness, 
delicacy 

sensual: (adj, v) luxurious, 
voluptuous; (adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) 
animal, lascivious, sexy, sexual, 
libidinous, lewd, gross, licentious 

sensuous: (adj) sensitive, sensual, 
lush, luxurious, voluptuous, 
epicurean, carnal, sensational, sexy, 
esthetic, esthetical 

sententiously: (adv) concisely, 
succinctly, laconically, pithily, 
briefly, aphoristically, shortly, 
tersely 

sentimentality: (n) bathos, sentiment, 
sentimentalism, sentimental, 
emotionalism, emotionality, feeling, 
schmaltz, tenderness, insincere 
pathos, mushiness 

separates: (n) coordinates 
sequel: (n) sequence, result, issue, 

aftermath, continuation, 
continuance, outcome, consequence, 
ending, upshot, outgrowth. 

  



Henry Adams 555

ANTONYM: (n) prelude 
serf: (n) helot, servant, villein, slave, 

cottier, cotter, bondsman, tike, tyke, 
menial, vassal 

sermon: (n) discourse, oration, 
speech, address, homily, 
preachment, harangue, preaching, 
exhortation, predication; (n, v) 
lecture 

serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, 
snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose 

servitude: (n) bondage, serfdom, 
enslavement, captivity, slavery, 
yoke, vassalage, thrall, easement, 
serfhood, dependency. ANTONYM: 
(n) freedom 

sever: (n, v) part, cut; (v) break, 
detach, cut off, separate, rupture, 
rend, disconnect, crack, divorce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, associate, 
establish, initiate, unite, mend 

severance: (n) separation, disunion, 
breach, interruption, division, 
divorce, parting, secession, rupture, 
breakaway, break. ANTONYM: (n) 
unification 

sexless: (adj) neuter, nonsexual, 
neutral, agamic, genderless, epicene, 
esexual, androgynous 

shabby: (adj) poor, abject, mean, 
mangy, low, sorry, decrepit, worn, 
sordid, ragged; (adj, v) frayed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pristine, elegant, 
opulent, honorable, decent, new, 
neat, comfortable, tasteful, strong, 
respectful 

shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, 
dark, faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, 
vague, shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open 

shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 
doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sunny, trustworthy, bright, 
reputable, aboveboard 

shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, 
bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy 

shakes: (n) hangover, jitters, 
nervousness, tension, anxiety 

shakespearian: (adj) Shakespearean 
shale: (n) sedimentary rock, schist, 

bedded clay, argillite, oil shale 
sham: (adj, adv, n, v) counterfeit; (adj, 

n, v) fake; (adj, v) pretend, put on; 
(adj, n) imitation, phony; (v) feign; 

(adj) false; (n) fraud, impostor, 
falsehood. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
real; (n) original, truth, truthfulness, 
honesty; (adj) valid 

shameless: (adj) bold, immodest, 
profligate, depraved, audacious, 
blatant, barefaced, unscrupulous, 
impudent, unblushing; (adj, v) 
graceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, abashed, ashamed, 
discreet, prudish, apologetic 

shapeless: (adj) amorphous, 
misshapen, unformed, unstructured, 
nebulous, inchoate, unshapely, 
indistinct, uncrystallized, 
embryonic, vague. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) distinct, defined, tailored 

shapelessness: (n) amorphous shape, 
amorphy; (adj) informity 

shaping: (adj, n) forming; (adj) 
formative, molding; (n) forging, 
grooving, rifling, defining, form, 
organization, making, conformation 

shark: (n) cheat, swindler, crook, 
charlatan, hammerhead, monkfish, 
dogfish, con artist, harpy, trickster, 
thug 

sharper: (n, v) cheat; (n) rogue, 
impostor, swindler, chiseler, 
deceiver, cheater, welsher, sharpie; 
(v) shark, fraud 

sharpness: (n, v) keenness, edge; (n) 
severity, bitterness, asperity, 
acumen, poignancy, pungency, 
quickness, perspicacity; (adj, n) 
roughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dullness, haziness, softness, 
slowness, indistinctness, gentleness, 
evenness, courtesy, blandness, 
stupidity, kindness 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking 

shelley: (adj) shelly; (n) Mary Shelley, 
Percy Bysshe Shelley 

sherman: (n) William Tecumseh 
Sherman, mount Sherman 

shifty: (adj) evasive, untrustworthy, 
deceitful, slippery, tricky, sneaky, 
sly, dishonest, unreliable, crooked, 
elusive. ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
aboveboard, aggressive, honest, 
straight, clear, loyal, reputable, 
direct 

shipwreck: (n, v) ruin; (adj, v) sink; 
(v) defeat, scuttle, destroy, fail; (n) 
hulk, accident, wreckage, wrack, 
ruination 

shipwrecked: (adj, v) stranded; (adj) 
castaway, stuck, rejected, high and 

dry; (v) wrecked, cast away, 
capsized, grounded, foundered, 
swamped 

shirking: (n) avoidance, goofing off, 
goldbricking, dodging, escape, 
elusion, soldiering, skirting, 
slacking, fudging 

shoal: (n) school, shelf, swarm, 
multitude, sandbar, bar, horde, 
drove, covey, sandbank; (adj) 
superficial 

shortened: (adj) abridged, cut, short, 
condensed, curtailed, reduced, cut 
short, scarce, unfinished, truncated, 
telescoped 

shortest: (adj) direct, brusk, brusque, 
choleric, curt, directer, hotheaded, 
least, irascible, lowest, most direct 

shouldering: (n) assumption 
shouts: (n) cries 
showy: (adj, v) pretentious, brilliant; 

(adj) gaudy, garish, flashy, loud, 
flamboyant, dashing, gay; (adj, n) 
magnificent, fine. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteful, restrained, discreet, 
plain, dull, quality 

shrank: (v) minify 
shred: (n) rag, piece, scintilla, iota, 

bit, strip, remnant, sliver; (adj, n) 
scrap; (v) rip, tear 

shrewd: (adj) sharp, astute, keen, 
piercing, clever, cunning, bright; 
(adj, v) sagacious, knowing, crafty, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
gullible, naive, soft, candid, dim, 
innocent, guileless, obtuse, 
indiscriminate 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer 

shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a 
veil, unseen, ulterior, masked, 
enclosed, misty 

shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 
withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, 
frisson; (v) flutter 

shunned: (adj) undesirable, 
friendless, abandoned 

shunning: (n) avoidance, evasion, 
dodging, avoiding, evitation, 
aversion, deliberately avoiding, 
dodge, averting, rejection, run-
around 

shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 
closure, ending, finish, mop up, 
culmination, closedown; (adj) 
confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
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opening 
shyly: (adv) timidly, shily, coyly, 

diffidently, timorously, with 
reserve, embarrassedly, clumsily, 
uncertainly, tentatively, 
unremarkably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
boldly, brashly, brazenly, urbanely, 
conspicuously, confidently, 
decisively 

siberian: (adj, v) freezing; (v) hyemal, 
wintry, pruinose, icy, hibernal, 
glacial, brumal, boreal, arctic; (adj) 
frigid 

sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified, 
appalled, shocked 

sickroom: (n) infirmary, sick bay, 
sanitarium, room 

sienna: (n) Earth color, burnt sienna 
sieve: (v) filter, riddle, strain, shovel, 

mop, separate, broom; (n, v) sift; (n) 
strainer, sifter, colander 

signpost: (n) guidepost, sign, 
fingerpost, marker, handpost, 
fingerboard, indicator, pointer; (v) 
mark, label; (n, v) highlight 

silenus: (n) forest God, satyr 
silurian: (adj) Ordovician, 

Precambrian; (n) Silurian period 
simile: (n) figure of speech, analogy, 

comparison, compare, resemblance, 
likeness, similarity, allegory, 
similitude, parable; (adj) metalepsis 

simmer: (adj, v) boil, seethe, stew; (v) 
cook, parboil, fizz, bubble, scald, 
foam, digest, bake 

simple-minded: (adj) silly, naive, 
stupid, foolish, guileless, dumb, 
plain, innocent, retarded, dull 

simplified: (adj) streamlined, 
modernized, efficient, updated, 
simple, reorganized, elementary, 
rationalized, restructured 

simplify: (v) reduce, facilitate, ease, 
clarify, oversimplify, abridge, 
streamline, reorganize, reduce 
physically, scale down; (adj, v) 
popularize. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complicate, specify, confuse 

sinai: (n) Sinai desert, Sinai Peninsula 
sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 

genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, 
n) cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insincere, dishonest, guarded, 
flippant, affected, disingenuous, 
hypocritical, cunning, unfaithful, 
unenthusiastic, unbelievable 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
earnestness, heartiness, 
genuineness, candour, frankness, 
cordiality. ANTONYMS: (n) 

dishonesty, hypocrisy, flippancy, 
frivolity, affectedness, caution, 
reticence, deceit, doubt 

sine: (n) without, circular function, 
hell, cotangent, angle, cosine, 
hypothenuse 

sinfonie: (n) symphony 
singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 

odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, 
uniquely, unusually, curiously, 
rarely, uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, 
adv) remarkably 

sinner: (n) criminal, miscreant, 
culprit, sinful, trespasser, 
transgressor, evildoer, magdalen, 
rascal, villain, sinners 

sioux: (n) Catawba, catawbas, 
dakotas, Iowas, Siouan, Siouan 
language 

sipping: (n) imbibing, imbibition; 
(adj) libant 

sister-in-law: (n) the wife of one's 
elder brother 

skate: (n, v) glide, skim, coast, slide; 
(v) slip, jade, rackabones, plug, 
slither; (n) skating, roller skates 

skein: (n, v) mesh; (n) tangle, flock, 
maze, covey, snarl, bevy, tuft; (v) 
net, plexus, sleeve 

skeptical: (adj) disbelieving, skeptic, 
sceptical, distrustful, doubting, 
doubtful, dubious, suspicious, 
unbelieving, freethinking, cynical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credulous, 
believing, sure, convinced 

sketching: (n) art, cartographic 
sketching 

skillfully: (adv) adroitly, expertly, 
cleverly, craftily, skilfully, 
proficiently, deftly, ingeniously, 
adeptly, competently, artfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, badly, 
incompetently 

skinned: (adj) scraped, dartos, 
frustrated, raw, scratched, sensitive, 
sore, tender, painful 

skinning: (v) to skin 
skirmishing: (n) altercation, 

bickering, hostility, warfare, 
combating 

skirting: (n) skirt, edging, fringe, list, 
frill, frame, flounce; (adj) border, 
flanking, parietal, marginal 

skunk: (n) rotter, rat, rascal, stinker, 
marijuana, bum, cannabis, puke, 
crumb, lowlife; (v) lurch 

slap: (n, v) clap, cuff, knock, hit, 
whack, beat, strike, spank; (n) blow; 
(v) buffet; (adv) bang 

slashing: (adj) severe, vehement, 
violent, superb, tremendous, racy, 
spirited, stunning, bold, lively; (n) 
ground clearance 

slavery: (adj, n) bondage, involuntary 
servitude; (n) servitude, drudgery, 
thraldom, thrall, yoke, travail, 
vassalage, thralldom, toil. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liberty, freedom 

sleeper: (n) railroad tie, crosstie, tie, 
noctambulist, baggage car, 
slumberer, dreamer, Pullman car, 
freight car, parlor car, express car 

sleepily: (adv) drowsily, slowly, 
somnolently, lethargically, lazily, 
sluggishly, dreamily, tiredly, 
indolently, torpidly, languorously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) vigorously 

sleepless: (adj) insomniac, lidless, 
vigilant, wakeful, awake, watchful, 
disturbed, alert, unquiet, uneasy, 
restive 

sleepy: (adj) drowsy, dozy, slow, 
lazy, hypnotic, inactive, comatose, 
dull, heavy, dreamy; (adv) asleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awake, 
energetic, vigorous, clear, lively, 
refreshed 

sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) 
hang; (adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast 

slippery: (adj, v) precarious; (adj) 
crafty, glib, elusive, oily, glossy, 
untrustworthy, wily, unreliable, 
tricky; (v) questionable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, dry, 
reliable, straight, direct 

sloop: (n) raceabout, knockabout, 
smack, boat, yawl, hoy, buss, cat, 
clipper, corvette, cutter 

slouching: (adj) clumsy, gross, rough, 
rude, rugged, awkward, slouchy, 
rickety, slumped 

slowness: (n) dilatoriness, lethargy, 
lateness, backwardness, 
awkwardness, deliberation, 
dullness, sluggishness, stupidity, 
indolence; (adj, n) delay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) haste, quickness, 
rapidity, intelligence, cleverness, 
nimbleness, speediness, 
promptness, punctuality, vigor 

slums: (n) skid row, inner city 
smashing: (n) crash; (adj) corking, 

swell, terrific, great, nifty, groovy, 
neat, cracking, dandy, bully 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin 
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smelts: (n) Osmeridae, Isospondyli, 
order Isospondyli, sardines, shad, 
herring, anchovies, family 
Osmeridae 

smirched: (adj) dingy, dirty, 
smudged, unclean, smudgy 

smoky: (adj) murky, hazy, fumid, 
vaporous, opaque, muddy, famish, 
burnt; (v) sooty, smutty, dusty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, fresh, 
clear 

smoothed: (adj) round, smoothened, 
curved. ANTONYM: (adj) sharp 

smoothing: (n) fine cutting, 
smoothness, sleeking; (adj) sleek, 
even, not harsh, smooth porcelain, 
bland, not rough, moving equably, 
mild 

smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 
smothers, pent-up, covered 

snarling: (n) grumbling; (adj) cynic 
cycle, malicious, irritable, malignant, 
cynical, snappish, curst, currish, 
froward, mischievous 

snatching: (n) capture 
snobbishness: (n) haughtiness, 

clannishness, exclusiveness, 
arrogance, cliquishness, 
condescension, disdain, lordliness, 
pretentiousness, superciliousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) modesty 

snowball: (v) increase, become more 
intense, add, gain, get, increase in 
intensity, intensify, magnify; (n) 
snowdrift, sweet sand verbena, 
frozen dessert 

snowstorm: (n) blizzard, squall, 
flurry, snowfall, tempest, tornado, 
thunderstorm, rainstorm, hurricane, 
gale 

snub: (n, v) repulse, insult, cut, slight, 
put down; (v) disregard, offend, 
ignore, check, humiliate; (n) rebuke. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, 
acknowledge, notice, boost, include; 
(n) acceptance 

snubbed: (adj) upset, hurt, affronted, 
offended, slighted 

so-and-so: (n) somebody 
sobriety: (n) temperance, seriousness, 

soberness, graveness, abstinence, 
earnestness, composure, sedateness, 
staidness; (adj, n) gravity; (adj) 
rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, 
drunkenness, flippancy 

sociable: (adj) outgoing, affable, 
amicable, genial, congenial, cordial, 
companionable, amiable, gracious, 
agreeable; (adj, n) social. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfriendly, 
reserved, lonely, introvert, 
discourteous, frosty, hostile, 

inhospitable, disagreeable, shy, 
inaccessible 

socialistic: (adj) common 
soften: (adj, v) moderate, mitigate, 

mollify, assuage, relieve; (v) melt, 
dull, relent, mute, alleviate; (adj, n, 
v) palliate. ANTONYMS: (v) harden, 
solidify, set, congeal, exacerbate, 
freeze, sharpen, stand, increase 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness 

sola: (n) shola 
solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 

sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed 

solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly 

solidity: (n) consistency, firmness, 
density, compactness, reliability, 
rigidity, substance, consistence, 
hardness; (adj, n) stiffness, 
soundness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, hollowness, porosity, 
looseness, instability, slenderness, 
lightness, clearness, limpness 

solidly: (adv) steadfastly, 
substantially, strongly, stably, 
steadily, stoutly, compactly, 
soundly, securely, sturdily, 
consistently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
feebly, unreliably, weakly, sparsely 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness 

soluble: (adj) dissoluble, resoluble, 
resolvable, solvable, relaxed, not 
adhering, merry, solute, loose, 
liberal, free. ANTONYM: (adj) 
insoluble 

somme: (n) Somme River 
soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 

solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 

intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothed: (adj) composed 
sooty: (adj) black, dark, dusky, 

smoky, pitchy, fuliginous, grimy, 
dingy, murky; (v) smutty; (adj, v) 
dusty 

soprano: (adj) high, tenor, voce di 
testa, penetrating, piercing, sharp, 
shrill; (n) mezzo, lind, high pitch, 
high frequency 

sorcery: (n) charm, incantation, 
witchcraft, enchantment, black 
magic, magic, diabolism, 
necromancy, black art, witchery, 
diablerie 

sordid: (adj) ignoble, nasty, foul, 
filthy, grimy, base, cheap, 
despicable, dishonorable, mucky, 
low. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectable, 
pleasant, wholesome, reputable, 
honorable, clean, attractive, humane 

sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, 
madly, very, greatly, highly, most, 
distressingly, extremely, hard, 
sensitively 

sough: (n, v) moan; (v) sigh, seed, 
inseminate; (n) moat, main, gully, 
sewer, cloaca, ditch, dike 

soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, 
thoroughly, deeply, substantially, 
validly, strongly, stably, fastly, 
safely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, halfheartedly, fitfully, 
unconvincingly 

soundness: (n) health, solidity, 
reliability, validity, integrity, 
reasonableness, constancy, strength, 
stability, steadiness, security. 
ANTONYM: (n) unsoundness 

souring: (n) acidification, ageing 
southerner: (n) confederate 
southward: (adv) southwards, 

southernly; (adj) southbound, 
southern 

sparkle: (n, v) flicker, flash, shimmer, 
spark, shine, blaze, fizz, gleam, 
glitter; (v) blink, glare. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, dullness, 
lifelessness 

sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
lifeless, lethargic 

spawning: (adj) fruitful, prolific, 
fecund, fertile; (n) generation 

specie: (n) currency, cash, mintage, 
coinage, money, piece, hard cash, 
metal money, circulating medium, 
sort, species 
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speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; 
(n) blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, 
blemish, grain, mote, dot. 
ANTONYM: (n) lot 

spectator: (n) eyewitness, observer, 
onlooker, witness, audience, 
beholder, viewer, watcher, 
spectators, looker, ogler. 
ANTONYM: (n) player 

spectral: (adj) ghostly, phantasmal, 
apparitional, unearthly, ghostlike, 
supernatural, ghastly, shadowy, 
insubstantial, eerie, cadaverous 

sphinx: (adj) phoenix, hydra; (n) 
monitor, Tiresias, statue, enigma, 
mythical monster, Cassandra, 
Minotaur, mystery, mythical 
creature 

spinoza: (n) Baruch de Spinoza, 
Benedict de Spinoza 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

splendor: (adj, n, v) brilliancy; (n) 
magnificence, pomp, sheen, lustre, 
luster, glory, ostentation, glitter; (n, 
v) brightness; (adj, n) radiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, 
ordinariness, paucity, austerity, 
understatement, shabbiness, 
simplicity, unattractiveness 

splenetic: (adj) fretful, peevish, 
angry, irritable, cross, splenic; (adj, 
n) morose; (v) bilious, atrabilious, 
saturnine; (n) sour 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spool: (n) reel, roll, tube, quill, 
cylinder, shovel, filature, roll beam, 
winder, simultaneous peripheral 
operations online; (v) wind up 

spotty: (adj) uneven, mottled, 
dappled, speckled, patchy, 
inconsistent, blotchy, greasy, thinly 
scattered, thin, rare. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) smooth, consistent, uniform 

spout: (n, v) jet, spurt, squirt, spirt, 
outlet; (v) gush, burst; (n) nozzle, 
pipe, nose, flow 

spree: (n, v) frolic; (n) revel, fling, 
revelry, prank, orgy, bout, 
merriment, glee, mirth; (v) splurge 

sprightly: (adj) spirited, cheerful, 
alive, blithe, agile, airy, keen; (adj, v) 
nimble, active; (adj, n) brisk; (adj, 
adv) jolly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

inactive, slow, clumsy, sluggish 
sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 

wet, dotted 
sprouting: (n) germination, growth, 

shooting, ontogenesis, maturation; 
(adj) growing, evolving, green, 
embryonic, emergent, nascent 

spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve 
spur: (n) inducement, incentive, 

impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discouragement, disincentive, 
deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit 

squandered: (adj) wasted, dissipated, 
emaciated, devastated, dissolute, 
diminished, desolated, desolate, 
cadaverous; (v) bewildered, 
employed ineffectually 

squarely: (adv) straightforwardly, 
square, forthright, rightly, fairly, 
quadrately, truely, right, squaredly, 
correspondly, straightly 

stacks: (n) piles, set of bookshelves, 
rafts, plenty, oodles, mountain, 
scores; (adj, n) loads, myriad, lots; 
(adj) ample 

stagger: (adj, adv, v) startle; (v) 
astonish, reel, shock, hobble, shake, 
flounder, totter; (n, v) lurch, pitch; 
(adj, v) flabbergast 

staggering: (adj) astounding, 
amazing, incredible, inconceivable, 
prodigious, marvelous, startling, 
ghastly, shocking, remarkable, 
extraordinary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, normal, lovely, 
comforting 

staggers: (v) fuss, rout, racket, bustle, 
hubbub, subsultus; (n) epilepsy 

stale: (adj, n) musty, moldy; (adj) old, 
commonplace, hackneyed, insipid, 
trite, corny, flat, stagnant; (adj, v) 
dry. ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, 
original, innovative, airy, new, 
exceptional, imaginative 

stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 
coin, postage, stamping of rail 

stanch: (adj) firm, resolute, constant, 
robust, tough, sturdy, vigorous, 
trusty; (adj, v) staunch; (v) stop, 
stem. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncommitted, unreliable, irresolute, 
unfaithful, acquiescent, disloyal; (v) 
accelerate 

standpoint: (n) point of view, angle, 
outlook, viewpoint, position, 
perspective, side, attitude, slant, 
footing, view 

standstill: (n) impasse, deadlock, 
cessation, pause, halt, stagnation, 
inaction, stay, stop, interruption; 

(adj, n) stand. ANTONYM: (n) 
progress 

stanford: (n) Stanford university 
stanton: (n) Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
starfish: (n) asteroid, sea star, 

asterids, stellerid, crossfish, 
asteridian, echinoderm 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe 

startling: (adj) wonderful, shocking, 
surprising, striking, alarming, 
appalling, marvellous, dramatic, 
frightful, sensational, lurid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
soothing, comforting 

starved: (adj) famished, starving, 
ravenous, meager, emaciated, 
malnourished, thin, esurient, 
hungerly, lean, starveling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) healthy 

stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boisterous, humble, modest, lowly 

stateroom: (n) tenement, hall 
statesman: (n) politician, diplomat, 

politico, Cicero, bacon, solon, 
national leader, strategist, minister, 
schemer, Julian 

statesmanlike: (adj) statesmanly, 
tactful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unstatesmanlike 

statesmanship: (n) diplomacy, 
generalship, wisdom, wiseness, 
politics, state management, 
seamanship, political science, 
International Relations, finesse, 
discreetness 

stationary: (adj) motionless, fixed, 
set, quiescent, permanent, immobile, 
steady, static, constant, unmoving, 
still. ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, 
shifting, flowing 

statistician: (n) actuary, mathematical 
statistician, mathematician, 
surveyor, statesman, reckoner, 
politician, geometer, figurer, 
estimator, computer 

stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
status, quality, rank, greatness 

steadiness: (adj, n) stability, firmness, 
steadfastness; (n) regularity, 
equilibrium, consistency, resolution, 
permanence, persistence, sureness; 
(adj) stableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, instability, 
unreliability 

steamed: (adj) squiffy, miffed, 
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irritated, irate, indignant, incensed, 
harried, harassed, stung, sozzled, 
soused 

steamer: (n) steamship, boat, liner, 
ship, Mya Arenaria, steam engine, 
sports car, roadster, clam, paddle 
steamer, cruise ship 

steaming: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
roasting, baking, hot under the 
collar, hazy, scorching; (adv) piping; 
(n) fumigation 

steamship: (n) steamer, liner, ship, 
boat, ocean liner, cruise ship, Mya 
Arenaria, paddle steamer, steam 
ship, steamer clam 

steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced 
stellar: (adj) astral, major, leading, 

main, chief, star, sidereal, cardinal, 
principal, prima, primary 

stentorian: (adj) booming, vocal, 
piercing, strident, resonant, 
powerful, flourishing, full, fuller, 
palmy, stentorophonic 

stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 
hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; 
(adj, v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible 

stevenson: (n) Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Adlai Ewing Stevenson, 
Adlai Stevenson 

stiffness: (n) hardness, severity, 
inflexibility, rigor, clumsiness, 
firmness, awkwardness, inclemency, 
harshness, tension, roughness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
looseness, suppleness, weakness, 
ease, malleability, friendliness, 
relaxation, leniency, smoothness, 
limpness 

stifled: (adj) strangled, suppressed, 
muffled, deafened, completely 
covered, dead, deadened, weak, 
deaf corn, regardless, decayed 

stifling: (adj) close, oppressive, 
sweltering, stuffy, heavy, hot, torrid, 
sticky; (n) crushing, quelling, 
suppression. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, airy, cool, temperate 

stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 
immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) 
calm, quiet, peace, still. 
ANTONYMS: (n) bustle, movement, 
uproar, motion, turbulence, turmoil, 
vigor, disturbance, chaos, agitation 

stimulant: (n) incentive, excitant, 
goad, spur, impetus, stimulus, fillip, 
stimulation, tonic; (adj) stimulative, 
stimulating. ANTONYMS: (n) 

deterrent, sedative 
stingy: (adj) mean, miserly, 

avaricious, low, penurious, skimpy, 
greedy, niggard, frugal; (adj, v) 
narrow, close. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
generous, spendthrift, 
magnanimous, extravagant 

stint: (v) skimp, curtail, pinch, 
scrimp; (adj, v) begrudge, grudge; 
(n) restriction, extent, job, 
assignment, degree 

stoicism: (n) indifference, 
unemotionality, apathy, 
emotionlessness, impassivity, self-
control, phlegm, sluggishness; (adj, 
n) philosophy, equanimity; (adj) 
suttee 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) 
porch. ANTONYM: (v) straighten 

stoppage: (n, v) arrest, stop, closure, 
hindrance; (n) obstruction, 
interruption, block, standstill, check, 
prevention, pause. ANTONYMS: (n) 
continuation, start, help 

storey: (n) floor, story, loft, layer, 
garret, cellar, mezzanine, basement, 
stage, structure, deck 

storing: (n) warehousing, 
accumulation, congestion, 
deposition, harvest, repositing, 
stockpiling 

stormy: (adj, n) inclement, boisterous, 
rough, severe; (adj) fierce, windy, 
wild, dirty, foul, tempestuous, 
blustering. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, pleasant, fair, mild, relaxed 

stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
(adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, 
flimsy, cowardly, slight, skinny, 
fragile, weak 

straggling: (adj) rambling, straggly, 
spread, few, trailing, untidy, 
vagabond, sprawly, sprawled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) compact 

stranded: (adj, v) beached, wrecked; 
(adj) abandoned, marooned, 
isolated, shipwrecked, stuck; (v) 
devoted, grounded; (n) graveled, 
nonplussed 

strangeness: (n) oddity, oddness, 
quaintness, peculiarity, curiousness, 
abnormality, weirdness, foreignness, 
queerness, singularity, quirk. 
ANTONYMS: (n) familiarity, 
nativeness 

strategical: (adj, v) strategy, 
internecine 

strayed: (v) stray 

strenuous: (adj) arduous, energetic, 
hard, grueling, active, keen, tough, 
eager, dynamic, forward, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
undemanding, refreshing, effortless, 
feeble, light 

strenuousness: (n) effortfulness, 
extreme effortfulness, might, 
difficulty, strenuity, activity 

strewn: (adj) spread, distributed, 
disordered, strewed, confused, 
covered, diffuse, disconnected, 
disjointed, circulated, dispersed 

strictness: (n) harshness, severity, 
rigor, hardness, austerity, exactness, 
firmness, inclemency, stiffness, 
accuracy, precision. ANTONYMS: 
(n) leniency, lenience, laxity, 
flexibility, vagueness, inaccuracy 

strident: (adj) loud, blatant, 
vociferous, noisy, harsh, 
cacophonous, grating, shrill, 
piercing, brassy, raspy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, low, 
harmonious 

stripping: (n) baring, denudation, 
striping, removal, disforestation, 
scrubbing, strippingly, uncovering, 
find, back washing, cornhusking 

stroll: (n, v) ramble, saunter, walk, 
amble, wander, promenade, tramp, 
hike; (v) roam, go for a walk, range 

strong-willed: (adj) valiant, 
tenacious, resolute, purposeful, 
deaf, assertive 

studiously: (adv) industriously, 
assiduously, busily, earnestly, 
carefully, eagerly, bookishly; (adj, 
adv) designedly; (adj) knowingly, 
purposely, wittingly 

stumble: (adj, n, v) slip; (n, v) lurch, 
fall, err, stagger; (adj, v) blunder, 
flounder, fumble; (n) misstep; (v) 
hit, falter 

stump: (n) stub, end, pulpit; (v) 
confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 
ANTONYM: (v) explain 

stung: (adj) sting, bit, annoyed, 
roiled, irritated, nettled, peeved, 
pissed, riled, stings, thrust 

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed 

stupefying: (adj) astounding, 
amazing, staggering, narcotic, 
miraculous, stupefyingly, 
inconceivable, stumbling, shocking, 
incredible, torpedinous 
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stupendous: (adj, v) prodigious; (adj) 
huge, terrific, marvellous, immense, 
tremendous, fantastic, mighty, 
mammoth, miraculous, enormous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) abysmal 

stupendously: (adj, adv) amazingly, 
astonishingly, wonderfully; (adv) 
terrifically, enormously, 
monstrously, immensely, 
prodigiously, spectacularly, 
superbly, hugely. ANTONYM: (adv) 
abysmally 

stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense, 
obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, 
absurdity, stolidity, slowness, 
denseness, idiocy, imbecility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sense, logic, 
cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, 
ability 

stupidly: (adv) dully, thickly, 
obtusely, senselessly, fatuously, 
slowly, insanely, unwisely, 
doltishly, crassly, densely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) shrewdly, 
brightly, sensibly, wisely, 
sensitively, prudently, carefully 

stupor: (n) lethargy, stupefaction, 
coma, shock, insensibility, 
unconsciousness, trance, 
sluggishness, torpor, haze, 
grogginess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
alertness, awareness, wakefulness 

sturgeon: (n) hausen, ganoid fish, 
ganoid 

subconscious: (n) mind, psyche, 
inner man; (adj) psychological, 
hidden, subliminal, entrenched, 
inherent, bodily, inner, instinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, 
conscious, expressed, deliberate, 
spiritual 

subduing: (adj) aggressively 
haughty, conquering, domineering, 
insolent, overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, 
oppression 

subjunctive: (n) mode, mood, 
modality; (v) suppletory 

sublime: (adj, v) majestic; (adj) 
dignified, grand, lofty, magnificent, 
elevated, noble, exalted, glorious; (v) 
sacred, sublimate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) poor, ridiculous 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, resistant, disobedient, 
defiant, obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily 

subscribe: (v) confirm, sign, 

contribute, ratify, subscribe to, 
underwrite, agree, buy, donate, 
endorse, accept 

subservience: (n) obsequiousness, 
dependence, submissiveness, 
sycophancy, subsidiarity, 
submission, subordination, 
obedience, subserviency, humility, 
application 

subservient: (adj) submissive, 
subordinate, obsequious, accessory, 
obedient, servile, slavish, ancillary, 
menial, compliant, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disobedient, 
independent, superior, assertive 

subtile: (adj) fine, delicate, rare, light, 
guileful, astute, acute, cunning, 
subtle, artful, crafty 

succeeding: (adj) following, 
subsequent, after, consecutive, 
posterior, ensuing, consequent, 
successive, consequential; (adj, adv) 
later; (v) succeed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) outgoing, preceding 

successively: (adv) in turn, one after 
the other, in succession, 
sequentially, serially, running, in 
order, gradually, subsequently, 
repeatedly, one after another 

succumb: (v) defer, yield, bow, give 
in, give way, accede, buckle under, 
die, surrender, decease; (adj, v) faint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) endure, survive, 
conquer 

suddenness: (n) steepness, hastiness, 
precipitance, precipitancy, 
precipitateness, sudden, 
craggedness, surprise, 
precipitousness, brusqueness, 
curtness 

suffocated: (adj) suffocate; (v) 
asphyxied 

sulla: (n) French honeysuckle, full 
general, general, Lucius Cornelius 
Sulla Felix, red valerian, suffrutex, 
Sulla clover, Centranthus ruber, 
subshrub 

sully: (n, v) foul, defile, dirty; (adj, n, 
v) soil; (adj, v) tarnish; (v) besmirch, 
contaminate, smear, pollute, 
corrupt, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, purify, clean, cleanse, 
dignify 

summoning: (n) induction, 
conjuration, conjuring, conjury, 
demand, elicitation, adjuration, 
exhortation 

sunless: (adj) cloudy, dark, cheerless, 
clouded, lightless, gloomy, 
tenebrous, mentally disordered, 
blurred 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 

daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall 

superannuated: (adj) obsolete, 
decrepit, antiquated, outdated, 
retired, effete, outmoded, archaic, 
passe, overage, overaged 

superficially: (adv) outwardly, 
cursorily, apparently, hastily, 
perfunctorily, trivially, glibly, 
externally, facilely, frivolously, 
seemingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deeply, seriously, internally, 
basically, very, truly, underneath 

superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
superabundant, supernumerary, 
supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, important, essential, 
basic, pertinent 

superlatively: (adv) perfectly, 
preeminently, excellently, 
matchlessly, extremely, 
outstandingly, splendidly, 
magnificently, consummately, 
brilliantly, absolutely 

supernatural: (adj) mystical, 
preternatural, weird, superhuman, 
eerie, uncanny, unnatural, 
mysterious, ghostly, divine; (n) 
occult. ANTONYM: (adj) normal 

supernumerary: (adj, v) spare; (adj, 
n) additional; (adj) redundant, 
superfluous, supererogatory, 
surplus, excess, otiose; (n) super, 
spear carrier, increment 

superseded: (adj) outmoded, archaic, 
extinct, obsolete, out of date, 
outdated 

superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, 
superstitious notion, lore, folklore, 
fanaticism, fallacy, belief, magic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) science, truth 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious 

superstructure: (n) structure, work 
done, building, road pavement, 
trailer body, superstruction, side 
frame, pavement, ne plus ultra, fait 
accompli, edifice 

supping: (n) eating 
supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 

limber, pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, 
plastic, graceful, lithesome, lissom, 
lissome. ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, 
inflexible, stocky, clumsy, hard, 
rough, slow, tight, unyielding 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
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conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose 

supremacy: (n) superiority, 
domination, sovereignty, authority, 
command, mastery, predominance, 
dominion, excellence, influence, 
leadership. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inferiority, weakness, subservience, 
powerlessness, subjugation 

supremely: (adv) sovereignly, 
perfectly, preeminently, utmostly, 
principally, extremely, greatly, 
paramountly, ideally, uppermostly, 
ultimately 

surf: (n) foam, breaker, spray, wave, 
surge, swell, suds, bubble; (v) 
browse, beach comber, ground swell 

surpass: (v) beat, outdo, exceed, 
surmount, better, excel, outstrip, 
overcome, overrun, best, go beyond. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, follow, 
trail 

surrendered: (adj) given 
surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 

border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, 
v) circle, inclose, ring, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free 

surtout: (n) spencer 
surveying: (n) mensuration, 

measurement, investigation, 
triangulation; (v) inspect, examine; 
(adj) observant 

survivor: (n) person, unfortunate, 
surviver, somebody, animal, 
animate being, beast, brute, 
subsister, creature, someone 

susceptibility: (n) sensitivity, 
liability, impressibility, inclination, 
capability, sensibility, 
susceptibleness, receptivity, 
responsiveness, proclivity, 
tendency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resistance, insensitivity 

suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge 

swagger: (n, v) strut, prance; (adj, n, 
v) bluster; (v) boast, show off, 
parade, ruffle, flourish; (adj, v) 
bully; (adj) groovy; (n) bragging 

swamped: (adj) flooded, inundated, 
overcome, engulfed, busy, 
overwhelmed, overpowered, 
teeming; (adv, v) aground; (v) 
grounded, wrecked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) clear 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 

drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, 
v) mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few 

swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 
packed, populous, sensitive, thick; 
(v) dense, crowded to suffocation, 
serried, closely packed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted 

swayed: (adj) persuaded, susceptible, 
touched, convinced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) doubtful 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sourness, sharpness, 
unpleasantness, harshness, 
tastelessness, unkindness 

swerve: (n, v) curve; (v) depart, stray, 
turn, wander, deflect, sheer, veer, 
diverge, shift, slew. ANTONYMS: 
(v) straighten, converge 

syllable: (n) antepenultimate, 
antepenult, penultima, penultimate, 
articulate, utter, linguistic unit, solfa 
syllable, speech sound, syllabe, 
language unit 

symbolism: (n) symbolization, 
charactery, allegory, practice, 
distinctive mark, suggestion, 
symbolic, symbolics, symbol, 
pattern 

sympathetically: (adv) 
compassionately, tenderly, 
considerately, agreeably, favorably, 
sensitively, caringly, benevolently, 
thoughtfully, mercifully, humanely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meanly, 
thoughtlessly, unfeelingly, severely, 
unkindly, roughly, negatively, 
disapprovingly, cruelly, tactlessly 

sympathize: (v) pity, understand, 
condole, compassionate, feel, 
sympathise, identify with, 
empathize, have compassion, feel 
sorry for, feel for. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disapprove, disregard 

symposium: (n) regale, discussion, 
seminar, forum, wassail, dialogue, 
talk, meeting, symposion 

synagogue: (n) tabernacle, house of 
worship, place of worship, temple, 
church, Mormon tabernacle, house 
of prayer, house of God 

syracuse: (n) Siracusa 
tablet: (n) slab, pad, pill, lozenge, 

monument, capsule, pellet, dragee, 
abacus; (adj) plate; (v) parchment 

tacitly: (adv) unspokenly, implicitly, 
impliedly, wordlessly, stilly, 
voicelessly, assumedly, 
unexpressedly 

tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 
address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace, 
thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness 

tailor: (v) sew, fashion, shape, 
accommodate, design, cut, adjust, 
fit; (n) snip, dressmaker, sartor 

taint: (n, v) blemish, disgrace, 
corrupt, spot, blot; (adj, v) defile, 
sully, pollute, contaminate; (n) 
pollution, contamination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enhance, right, 
respect, disinfect, clean; (n) 
perfection, cleanliness; (adv) 
cheerfully 

talker: (n) speaker, conversationalist, 
orator, chatterbox, babbler, raver, 
stammerer, chatterer, speechmaker, 
caller, mutterer 

tame: (v) break, subdue, soften, 
domesticate; (adj) meek, docile, 
bland, domestic, gentle, slow; (adj, 
v) moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, bright, unmanageable, 
interesting, untamed, inspiring, 
brilliant, colorful, rebellious, lively 

tamely: (adv) dully, blandly, gentlely, 
insipidly, obediently, 
uninterestingly, moderately, 
brokenly, subduedly, domestically, 
flatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) cruelly, 
assertively, disobediently, 
interestingly, wildly 

tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler 
tammany: (n) Tammany society, 

Tammany Hall 
tangle: (v) entangle, embroil, enmesh, 

embrangle, ruffle, mat; (n) maze, 
confusion; (n, v) jumble, muddle, 
knot. ANTONYMS: (n) order, line, 
peace; (v) unravel, undo, untangle, 
straighten 

tangled: (adj) involved, complex, 
knotted, intricate, complicated, 
entangled, knotty, convoluted, 
disheveled, tousled, matted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
straightforward, untangled, neat, 
simple 

tatters: (n) rags, clothing 
tavern: (n) hotel, saloon, bar, inn, 

pub, public house, pothouse, 
taphouse, cabaret, khan, hostelry 

teachings: (n) education, order, 
wisdom, instruction, information, 
direction, command, tradition 

telegram: (n) cablegram, wire, 
telegraph, message, letter telegram, 
report, overseas telegram, news, 
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marconigram, embassy, conducting 
wire 

telegraphic: (v) eagle winged, 
electric, winged; (adj) concise, 
telegraphical, semaphorical 

telegraphy: (n) freemasonry, byplay, 
chirology, dumb show, 
telecommunication, setup, 
apparatus 

telescope: (n) scope, collimator, 
setting, tube, reach, range, pipe, 
perspicil, oscilloscope; (v) shrivel, 
reduce in size. ANTONYM: (v) 
grow 

temperate: (adj) sober, moderate, 
restrained, calm, reasonable, 
abstemious, gentle, balmy, 
abstinent, frugal, equable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) violent, 
unrestrained, stormy, cool, extreme, 
hot, immoderate, wintry, rough 

temperately: (adv) calmly, 
abstemiously, soberly, softly, mildly, 
restrainedly, continently, coolly, 
balmily, gentlely, measuredly 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 
temperate, moderated, toughened, 
subdued, set, enured, proportioned, 
properly adapted, emotionally 
hardened, treated. ANTONYM: 
(adj) untempered 

tempestuous: (adj, n) rough, 
boisterous, severe; (adj) raging, 
furious, wild, angry, windy, fierce, 
gusty; (adj, v) turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, moderate, 
relaxed 

tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) 
entice, decoy, charm, inveigle, 
invite, coax, seduce, fascinate, 
attempt. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, appall, repel 

tenacity: (n) persistence, 
determination, resolution, 
doggedness, resolve, pertinacity, 
strength, persistency, fortitude, 
firmness; (adj) obstinacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
slackness, weakness, cowardice, 
flexibility, indecision 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed 

tenets: (n) doctrine, system of belief, 
view, canon, code of belief, 

credenda, belief, ideology 
tennyson: (n) Alfred Tennyson, first 

baron Tennyson 
tenor: (n) purport, meaning, 

substance, tendency, spirit, tone, 
mood, effect, set, temper; (adj) 
soprano 

tentatively: (adv) provisionally, 
diffidently, hesitantly, cautiously, 
uncertainly, indecisively, 
experimentally, undecidedly, 
timidly, trially, falteringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) boldly, 
decisively 

terrestrial: (adj) earthly, mundane, 
worldly, terrene, sublunary, 
sublunar, telluric, planetary, 
tellurian, land, global. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) otherworldly, amphibious, 
cosmic, heavenly, spiritual 

terrier: (n) cairn, bullterrier, ratter, rat 
terrier, piercer, Lhasa, fox terrier, 
stylet, hunting dog, perforator, 
schnauzer 

terrifying: (adj) horrible, frightening, 
alarming, fearsome, scary, 
horrifying, terrific, appalling, 
formidable, ghastly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, pleasant, 
reassuring 

tetanus: (n) lockjaw, infection; (adj) 
scrofula, syntexis, seasickness, 
scabies, scarlet fever, scarlatina, 
struma 

teutonic: (adj, n) Germanic; (adj) 
German, somewhat German 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of 

thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward, 
thence, elsewhere, absent, not there, 
then 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, 
more or less, something like, almost, 
so; (adv, n) hereabouts 

thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, 
then, immediately, therefore, 
therewith, in the sequel, close upon, 
upon which, whereupon, 
accordingly 

therewith: (adv) herewith, moreover, 
therewithal, forthwith, with that, 
besides, wherewith 

thermometer: (n) thermocouple, 
thermograph, telethermometer, 
cryometer, pyrometer, platinum 
thermometer, heat indicator, gas 
thermometer, candy thermometer; 
(v) heliometer, galvanometer 

thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 
grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood 

thick-skinned: (adj) unfeeling, aloof, 
unemotional, unaffected, obdurate, 
uninterested, heartless, hard, 
emotionless, imperturbable, callous 

thinker: (n) intellect, mind, longhead, 
head, intellectual, creative thinker, 
theorist, sage, wise person, pundit, 
ruminator. ANTONYM: (n) realist 

thinner: (n) dilutant, solvent, reducer, 
rarefied, phenylic acid, phenol, 
propanone, perchloromethane, 
resolvent, oxybenzene, 
methylbenzene 

thinness: (n) slenderness, slimness, 
tenuity, leanness, rarity, 
narrowness, slightness, fluidity, 
fluidness, maceration, emaciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) plumpness, 
stoutness, width, thickness, fatness, 
roundness, coarseness, strength 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thirsty: (adj) eager, arid, parched, 
avid, keen, athirst, greedy, 
absorbent, ambitious; (v) craving, 
hungry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
quenched, satisfied, disinterested, 
wet 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thornless: (adj) unarmed 
thorny: (adj) prickly, difficult, spiny, 

briery, hard, sharp, burry, awkward, 
barbed, knotty, tricky. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) simple, smooth, easy, 
straightforward, unpointed, 
solvable, dull 

thoroughness: (n) completeness, 
resolution, assiduousness, 
determination, care, caution, 
comprehensiveness, detail, attention 
to detail, resolve, meticulousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) negligence 

thrash: (v) flog, whip, beat, pound, 
defeat, whack, lam, drub, baste, lick, 
clobber 

threads: (n) duds, clothing, apparel, 
clothes, wear, vesture, coat, cords, 
dress, garb, garment 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
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discourage, disappoint, displease; 
(n) depression, calm, boredom, 
agony, sorrow; (n, v) bore 

throb: (n, v) quiver, ache, pulse, 
pound, thrill, tingle; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, flutter, shudder; (n) 
pulsation 

thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
overflowing; (n) persistent 

thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke, 
jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana 

thunderbolt: (n) bolt of lightning, 
lightning, thunder, thunderclap, 
bombshell, surprise, flash, shackle, 
quarrel, streak of lightning, streak 

thunderstruck: (adj) astonished, 
flabbergasted, dumbfounded, 
amazed, stupefied, stunned, 
speechless, dumfounded, aghast, 
dazed; (v) awestruck 

tiberius: (n) Tiberius Claudius Nero 
Caesar Augustus 

tidal: (adj) flowing 
tiled: (adj) paved, lined, smooth, 

cemented 
timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 

bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative 

timidity: (n) shyness, fear, 
bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
modesty, humility, coyness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 
boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
security 

timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, 
cautiously, shyly, diffidently, 
anxiously, nervously, shily, 
gingerly, modestly, apprehensively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently, 
bravely, daringly, brashly, 
fearlessly, decisively, brazenly 

tires: (v) pressure release valve, 
safety valve 

tiresome: (adj) tedious, dull, 
laborious, irksome, monotonous, 
annoying, slow, dreary, bothersome; 
(adj, v) wearisome, troublesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, fun, 
varied, soothing, pleasant, brisk, 
exciting, convenient, refreshing 

titan: (n) colossus, heavyweight, 
monster, behemoth, Goliath, 
Hyperion, Ahriman, hulk, cocus, 

atlas; (adj) gigantic 
toilette: (n) dress, costume, attire, 

raiment, drapery, guise, trim, John, 
lavatory, privy, bathroom 

toiling: (adj) labouring, drudging, 
busy 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, 
passably, acceptably, reasonably, 
enough, moderately, to a tolerable 
degree, pretty, to an adequate 
degree; (adj, adv) somewhat; (adj) 
pretty well. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unbearably, intolerably, 
unacceptably, unreasonably, 
insufficiently, inadequately 

tolerant: (adj) liberal, patient, lenient, 
broad, kind, understanding, 
forbearing, permissive, forgiving, 
merciful; (adj, v) meek. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, impatient, 
chauvinistic, bigoted, oppressive, 
prejudiced, unforgiving, harsh, 
severe, unsympathetic, biased 

tolerated: (adj) permissive, permitted, 
permitting, suffered, admissible 

toleration: (n) sufferance, endurance, 
allowance, patience, moderation, 
permission, indulgence, acceptance, 
forbearance, suffering, self 
acceptance 

toned: (adj) pastel 
tonic: (n) stimulant, restorative, 

keynote, soda pop, medicine, 
corroborant, tonic water; (adj) brisk, 
refreshing, fresh, invigorating. 
ANTONYM: (n) sedative 

tonnage: (adj) capacity; (n) tunnage, 
registered tonnage, shipping, cargo, 
duty, fleet, freight, navigation, 
portage, porterage 

toothless: (adj) powerless, 
immobilized, edentulous, dull. 
ANTONYM: (adj) effective 

tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 
hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm 

torpid: (adj) inactive, sluggish, 
indolent, dull, slow, dormant, lazy, 
dead, lifeless, flat, supine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, lively 

torpor: (n) lethargy, lassitude, stupor, 
languor, indolence, sluggishness, 
listlessness, torpidity, torpidness; 
(adj, n) inactivity, inertia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, vigor, 
activity 

tortuous: (adj) indirect, intricate, 
circuitous, complex, knotty, 
winding, convoluted, sinuous, 
involved, devious, roundabout. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
straight, uncomplicated, untwisted, 
easy, simple 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt 

torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
crucifixion, torment, agony, 
anguish, dismemberment; (adj) 
harrowing, agonizing, torturesome, 
agonising 

toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 
cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 
convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
catch 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving 
toss-up: (n) sporting chance, wager, 

probability, possibility, luck, 
likelihood, chance, eventuality 

totter: (v) stumble, shake, falter, 
lurch, rock, teeter, waver, waddle, 
toddle, stagger, shamble 

tottering: (adj) unsteady, ramshackle, 
easily shaken, tottery, sick, rocky, 
broken, trembling, cracked; (v) 
drooping; (n) convulsion 

tout: (v) bluster, brag, advertise, 
boast, canvass, blow, gas, bespeak, 
gasconade, swash; (n) hotel runner. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, 
understate 

townsman: (n) burgher, burgess, 
towner, cockney, oppidan, cit, 
townie, compeer, equal, knobstick, 
match 

tracing: (n) trace, copy, design, 
model, chase, drafting, action of 
tracing, blueprint, cast, 
draftsmanship, ghost 

tradesmen: (n) fellow tradesmen 
tragically: (adv) sadly, unluckily, 

calamitously, terribly, 
inauspiciously, dreadfully, 
devastatingly, disastrously, 
deplorably, woefully, miserably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) happily 

trait: (n) characteristic, attribute, 
quality, character, idiosyncrasy, 
property; (adj, n) peculiarity, trick; 
(n, v) lineament; (v) stroke, touch 

tram: (n) tramcar, truck, trolley car, 
trolley, tramway, cable tramway, 
ropeway, aerial tramway, cable car, 
conveyance, horsecar 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident 

trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down 
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transcendental: (adj) preternatural, 
supernatural, nonnatural, 
otherworldly, metaphysical, 
sublime, theoretical, ultimate, 
utopian, unworldly, ineffable 

transference: (n) conveyance, 
transport, transportation, delivery, 
transmission, secularization, 
delegation, conveying, 
conveyancing, quitclaim, devolution 

transient: (adj) fleeting, temporary, 
passing, transitory, fugacious, 
ephemeral, momentary, temporal, 
provisional; (adj, n) fugitive, 
vagabond. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enduring, lasting, immanent, long; 
(n) resident 

translating: (n) communication, 
movement 

traps: (n) rigging, gear, 
paraphernalia, suit, trappings, 
things, livery, harness, 
accouterment, caparison, trap 

traverse: (v) travel, walk, crisscross, 
track, thwart, contradict, deny; (n, v) 
journey, range; (n) crossing, 
traversal 

treacherous: (adj) unfaithful, 
deceitful, false, perfidious, 
dangerous, disloyal, unreliable, 
unsafe, Punic, fraudulent, faithless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) faithful, loyal, 
honest, safe, true, genuine, 
forthright, stable, harmless, 
dependable, open 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, 
perfidy, falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness 

treadmill: (n) exercise device, galleys, 
grind, grinder, groove, rat race, 
routine, rut, treadwheel; (adj) 
humdrum, monotonous 

treason: (n) treachery, perfidy, high 
treason, sabotage, lese majesty, 
traitorousness, subversiveness, 
duplicity; (adj, n) disloyalty, 
sedition, prodition. ANTONYMS: 
(n) loyalty, faithfulness, fidelity 

treatise: (n) tract, thesis, essay, 
discourse, paper, article, 
monograph, piece, pamphlet, 
review, book 

treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, 
triplex, thribble, double, dual, high, 
voce di testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) 
sing 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 

(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

triangulate: (v) dissever, measure out 
triangulation: (n) trig, surveying, 

conductor triangulation 
tribal: (adj) ethnic, ancestral, cultural, 

tribular, national 
tribulations: (n) troubles, ills, harms, 

evils 
tribune: (n) rostrum, pulpit, platform, 

forum, hustings, reading desk, 
theater, lecture room, state, archon, 
amphitheater 

trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; 
(v) dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance 

trite: (adj) commonplace, banal, 
stock, prosaic, threadbare, 
timeworn, stereotyped, tired; (adj, v) 
stale, common, familiar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) important, 
imaginative, pertinent, relevant, 
fresh, exceptional, exciting 

triumphantly: (adv) exultantly, 
winningly, jubilantly, elatedly, 
proudly, successfully, triumphally, 
conqueringly, gleefully, delightedly, 
gloriously 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose 

troglodytic: (adj) inhospitable, 
Sauvage, cynical, troglodyte, lonely, 
unclubbable 

tropics: (n) climatic zone, Torrid 
Zone 

troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, 
arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, 
onerous, awkward, annoying, 
laborious, tough, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful, 
useful, advantageous, convenient, 
uncomplicated, delightful 

troubling: (adj) worrying, 
disquieting, distressing, distressful, 
disconcerting, alarming, perturbing, 
bad, annoying, sad, worrisome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) reassuring 

trusting: (adj) credulous, 

unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded 

tugboat: (n) towboat, boat, tower, 
tow boat, pillar, jerk, column 

tulip: (n) iris, rainbow, cottage tulip, 
candlestick tulip, chameleon, dwarf 
tulip; (adj) lily, asphodel, anemone, 
buttercup, daffodil 

tumble: (n, v) drop, jumble, stumble, 
plunge, slip, spill, downfall; (v) 
crumble, collapse, topple, confuse 

tumbled: (adj) disordered 
tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 

dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) 
plunging; (n) gymnastics, acrobatics, 
stunting, stunt flying, rumbling; 
(adv) headfirst 

tumor: (n) swelling, neoplasm, 
growth, tumefaction, boil, lump, 
intumescence, dropsy, adenoma; 
(adj, n) cancer; (adj) malignancy 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm 

turpitude: (n) depravity, evil, 
corruption, degeneracy, 
depravation, wickedness, trimming, 
transgression, shuffling; (adj) 
debasement, abjection 

twain: (n) pair, brace, dyad, deuce, 
twosome, duo, straddle, bitstock, 
coupling, braces, yoke 

twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 
gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise 

twisting: (adj) tortuous, winding, 
sinuous, crooked, zigzag, 
meandering; (n) distortion, turn, 
spin, torsion, overrefinement 

tyler: (n) John Tyler, president Tyler 
tyranny: (adj, n) dictatorship, 

autocracy; (n) absolutism, 
despotism, oppression, cruelty, 
monocracy, totalitarianism, 
authoritarianism, autarchy, 
Caesarism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
democracy, liberty 

ukase: (n) writ, decree, placit, 
prescription, ordination, imperial 
decree, ex cathedra pronouncement, 
dispensation, directive, decretal, 
ruling 
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ultra: (adj, n) radical, extremist; (adj) 
immoderate, extreme, utmost, 
fanatical, excessive, outlandish; 
(adv) extremely, very; (v) 
distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
middle, moderate 

ulysses: (v) sly boots, reynard, fox, 
Odysseus, Machiavel 

umpire: (n, v) judge; (n) arbitrator, 
arbiter, mediator, ump, justice, 
moderator, intermediary; (v) 
arbitrate, adjudicate, mediate 

unanimity: (n) accord, concord, 
harmony, agreement, unity, 
consensus, union, unison, vox 
populi, concert, acclamation. 
ANTONYM: (n) disarray 

unanimous: (adj) consentaneous, 
harmonious, consentient, strong, 
firm, of one mind, concordant, 
accordant, compact, collective, 
cubic. ANTONYMS: (adj) narrow, 
individual 

unanswered: (v) unrefuted, 
unconfuted; (adj) unsolved, 
unresolved, unrequited, 
unreciprocated, unsettled 

unassailable: (adj) irrefutable, 
impregnable, invulnerable, strong, 
inviolable, invincible, secure, 
incontestable, watertight, 
incontrovertible, safe. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unsound, disputable, 
shameful, tenuous, corrupt 

unassuming: (adj) humble, retiring, 
unobtrusive, lowly, quiet, diffident, 
unpretentious, meek, simple, 
inconspicuous, unaffected. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conspicuous, 
elaborate, bold, confident, 
presumptuous, pretentious, brash, 
wild 

unattainable: (adj) impossible, 
inaccessible, impracticable, 
impractical, unapproachable, 
unobtainable, out of print, not 
possible, unassailable, unavailable, 
unbeatable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, accessible, possible, 
attainable, feasible 

unbalanced: (adj) crazy, mad, 
wobbly, disproportionate, unequal, 
demented, imbalanced, unsettled, 
unstable, unsteady, asymmetrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sane, balanced, 
even, fair, equal, steady, 
symmetrical, well, firm, consistent, 
moderate 

unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, 
heresy, suspicion, misgiving. 

ANTONYM: (n) faith 
unborn: (adj) uncreated, unmade, 

unproduced, unconceived, unbred, 
not begotten, unbegotten; (n) 
posterity. ANTONYM: (adj) born 

unbounded: (adj) immeasurable, 
limitless, endless, infinite, immense, 
measureless, unlimited, vast, 
illimitable, unmeasured, absolute 

unbreakable: (adj) rigid, permanent, 
indestructible, toughened, armored, 
everlasting, resistant, shatterproof, 
solid, stiff, rugged. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fragile, breakable, delicate, 
weak, soft, temporary 

unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 
complete, continual, constant, intact, 
incessant, endless, whole, 
undivided, solid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
plowed, discontinuous, disturbed, 
sporadic, partial 

uncared-for: (adj) run-down, 
homeless 

uncertainties: (n) doubts, worries, 
misgivings 

unchangeable: (adj) invariable, firm, 
immutable, permanent, irrevocable, 
irreversible, unalterable, immovable, 
inflexible, determined, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
inconstant, flexible, uncertain, fluid, 
unconfirmed, impermanent 

uncharitable: (adj) stingy, unkind, 
ungenerous, unforgiving, 
unamiable, relentless, grim, cruel, 
inexorable, stern, hardhearted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) charitable, 
generous, considerate 

uncivilized: (adj) savage, barbarian, 
barbarous, wild, barbaric, brutal, 
coarse, rude, rustic, ferocious, 
impolite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sophisticated, civilized, polite, 
cultured, pleasant 

uncompromising: (adj) rigid, 
inflexible, unbending, inexorable, 
strict, tough, obstinate, obdurate, 
positive, unyielding, adamant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compromising, 
flexible, gentle, weak, cooperative, 
kind, acquiescent, lenient, moderate, 
qualified, accommodating 

unconcern: (n) apathy, nonchalance, 
insouciance, coldness, detachment, 
impassiveness, insensibility, 
disregard, phlegm, carelessness, 
lethargy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
responsiveness, worry, anxiety, 
interest 

unconnected: (adj) detached, 
disjointed, incoherent, unrelated, 

illogical, confused, irrelevant, 
incongruous; (adj, prep) separate, 
separated; (v) unattached. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attached, 
pertinent, relevant, together 

unconsciously: (adv) instinctively, 
unintentionally, unthinkingly, 
unwittingly, ignorantly, innocently, 
comatosely, automatically, 
obliviously, unsuspectingly, 
inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, deliberately, 
knowingly, purposely 

unconsciousness: (n) blackout, 
insensibility, grogginess, loss of 
consciousness, coma, trance, 
stupefaction, faint, unawareness, 
ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n) 
awareness 

unconventionality: (n) abnormality, 
eccentricity, anomaly, abnormity, 
informality, nonconformity, oddity, 
heterodoxy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
conventionality, normality 

undercurrent: (n) undertow, stream, 
tinge, cross fire, feeling, underset, 
vortex, flow, undertide; (v) 
indraught, reflux 

undergraduate: (n) collegian, senior, 
lowerclassman, student, pupil, 
scholar, underclassman, college boy, 
college girl, college man, novice 

undescribed: (adj) unexampled, 
unprecedented, unparalleled 

undetermined: (adj, v) uncertain, 
indefinite, vague; (adj) 
indeterminate, unsettled, indecisive, 
unresolved, irresolute, accidental, 
open; (v) ambiguous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) determinate, definite, decided, 
specific 

undiplomatic: (adj) tactless, 
thoughtless, indiscreet, unsubtle, 
inept, indelicate, unguarded, 
maladroit, inexpedient; (v) 
untactful; (adv) tactlessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) diplomatic, 
thoughtful, discreet 

undisguised: (adj) downright, plain, 
overt, naked, bare, frank, literal, 
obvious, ingenuous, simple, honest 

undisputed: (adj, v) undoubted, 
unquestioned; (adj) unchallenged, 
unquestionable, accepted, 
recognized, recognised, indubitable, 
absolute, decided; (v) uncontested. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) doubtful, 
disputable, dubious, individual, 
questionable 

undistinguishable: (adj) exactly 
alike, identical, undistinguished. 
ANTONYM: (adj) distinguishable 
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undisturbed: (adj) peaceful, quiet, 
tranquil, serene, placid, still, easy, 
smooth, uninterrupted, untroubled, 
composed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tense, anxious, agitated, bothered, 
disordered, disturbed, noisy, scared 

undoubted: (adj) unquestionable, 
undisputed, indisputable, 
undeniable, sure, positive, true, 
unquestioned, indubitable, definite, 
unchallenged 

unearthing: (n) finding, revelation, 
excavation, discovery 

unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly, 
uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
physical, acceptable, normal, human 

uneducated: (adj) illiterate, 
unschooled, uninstructed, rude, 
unlearned, uninformed, 
uncultivated, untaught, unread, 
uncivilized, unenlightened. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, literate, 
learned, intelligent, informed 

unendurable: (adj) intolerable, 
insufferable, insupportable, 
excruciating, impossible, 
unsupportable, uneasy, teasing, 
passionate, not patient, intolerant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) bearable 

unequal: (adj) different, unlike, 
uneven, rough, lopsided, unfair, 
inadequate, disparate, 
disproportionate, unbalanced, 
unsymmetrical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
equal, even, fair, identical, similar, 
same, level, constant, balanced, like, 
corresponding 

unequalled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
alone, peerless, incomparable, 
matchless, unrivaled, unsurpassed, 
unrivalled, solitary, inimitable 

unequally: (adv) irregularly, 
disproportionately, unfairly, 
unlikely, roughly, lopsidedly, 
disparately, partially, 
unsymmetrically, unbalancedly, 
disproportionally. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) evenly, fairly 

unessential: (adj) unnecessary, 
dispensable, extrinsic, small, not 
required, needless, extraneous, 
extra, external, surplus to 
requirements; (adv) neither here nor 
there. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, basic 

unexplained: (adj) illegible, 
inexplicable, unapprehended, 
uninvestigated, unheard of, 
unexplored, unfathomable, as Greek 

to one; (v) solved, undeveloped, 
untraced. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apparent, legible 

unexposed: (v) unproclaimed, 
unexpressed, unwritten, untold, 
untalked of, unsung, unsaid, 
unpublished; (adj) hidden, latent, 
undisclosed 

unfairly: (adv) dishonestly, 
deceitfully, partially, unequally, 
deceptively, wrongly, wrongfully, 
unduly, fraudulently; (adv, v) 
foully, shamefully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) honestly, justly, reasonably, 
evenly, genuinely 

unfashionable: (adj) dowdy, 
unstylish, behind the times, old, out 
of fashion, outdated, old-fashioned, 
antiquated, out, styleless, 
unconventional. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
in, trendy, fresh 

unfeminine: (adj) boyish, unladylike 
unfinished: (adj) rough, rude, 

unaccomplished, imperfect, 
incomplete, partial, immature, 
unpolished, raw, undone; (v) 
uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
finished, complete, complex, 
completed 

unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 
inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
(adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 
competent; (v) qualify 

unfitness: (n) disqualification, 
disability, incompetence, 
incompetency, incapability, 
inaptitude, inadequacy, 
insufficiency, ineptitude, incapacity, 
feebleness. ANTONYMS: (n) fitness, 
ability 

unfitted: (adj) wrong, bare, 
unequipped, unable, repugnant, 
insufficient, incompetent, empty, 
unqualified, without any furniture 

unfolded: (adj) extended, stretched, 
outspread, outstretched, widely 
spread, stretched out, explicate, 
evolved, displayed, expanded, 
detailed 

unforeseen: (adj, v) unexpected, 
unanticipated, unlooked for; (adj) 
sudden, accidental, contingent, 
casual, surprising, chance, 
incidental; (adj, adv) out of the blue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) predicted, 
expected, direct 

unformed: (adj) shapeless, 
amorphous, unfashioned, formless, 
crude, unlabored, unpolished, 

unwrought, unfledged, inchoate, 
embryonic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
distinct, mature 

unfriendly: (adj) inimical, distant, 
adverse, antagonistic, unkind, cold, 
inhospitable, icy; (adj, adv) chilly; 
(adj, v) unfavorable; (adv) hostilely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
welcoming, warm, amiable, 
approachable, sociable, hospitable, 
kindly, nice, outgoing, pleasant 

ungainly: (adj) clumsy, gawky, 
unwieldy, inelegant, inept, 
maladroit, uncouth, graceless, stiff, 
wooden, unmanageable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
manageable, adroit, fitting, elegant 

unhappiness: (n) sadness, misery, 
melancholy, distress, grief, regret, 
infelicity, woe, sorrowfulness, 
depression, displeasure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
pleasure, joy, elation, contentment, 
satisfaction, cheer 

unharmed: (adj) intact, safe, 
unscathed, uninjured, whole, 
unhurt, untouched, safe and sound, 
sound, secure; (adj, adv) in one 
piece. ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, 
injured, broken, marred 

unheard: (adj) aspirated, atonic, deaf, 
indistinct, involving surds, 
nonvocal, radical, sharp, silent, surd, 
irrational 

uniformity: (n) consistency, 
constancy, evenness, sameness, 
equality, monotony, regularity, 
similarity, order, identity, 
proportion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
variety, inconsistency, 
nonuniformity, variation, 
dissimilarity, unevenness 

unify: (v) integrate, consolidate, 
amalgamate, merge, blend, unite, 
join, wed, mix, marry, coalesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) decentralize, 
divide, segregate 

unimaginable: (adj) impossible, 
unthinkable, incredible, 
unbelievable, out of the question, 
unspeakable, miraculous, untold, 
unsolicited, unlikely; (adj, v) 
inimaginable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
describable, believable 

unimportance: (n) insignificance, 
pettiness, obscurity, humbleness, 
triviality, nothingness, obscureness, 
value, trifling, trifle, 
inconsiderableness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) significance, appropriateness, 
value 

unintellectual: (adj) unthinking, 
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unreasoning, vacant, unintelligent, 
unideal, thoughtless, dull, ignorant, 
inconsiderate 

unintelligible: (adj) opaque, 
inarticulate, unfathomable, 
impenetrable, unaccountable, 
ambiguous, not clear, obscure, 
indistinct, inconceivable, secret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
clear, comprehensible, intelligible, 
obvious 

unintended: (adj) accidental, 
inadvertent, unpremeditated, 
unconscious, unexpected, 
unplanned, unthinking, 
spontaneous, unwitting, 
involuntary, indirect. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intended, deliberate 

unitarian: (n) deist, latitudinarian 
unite: (v) associate, meet, connect, 

link, blend, join, coalesce, unify, tie, 
amalgamate; (adj, v) fuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divide, cut, 
disband, disconnect, diverge, 
segregate, split, undo, unpick 

uniting: (adj) concurrent, united, 
coincident; (n) unification, reunion, 
fusion, merger, coalescence, 
amalgamation, conglutination, join 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, 
unmerited, unjustified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, equitable, 
rightful, reasonable, good 

unkempt: (adj) shaggy, scruffy, 
grubby, ragged, messy, slovenly, 
sloppy, tousled, disheveled, dirty, 
dilapidated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tidy, smart, elegant, kempt, trim, 
sleek, fresh 

unkindly: (adv) cruelly, brutally, 
badly, maliciously, meanly, 
heartlessly, inconsiderately, 
pitilessly, nastily, 
unsympathetically; (adj) unkind. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
understandingly, pleasantly, 
innocently, gently, compassionately, 
benevolently, thoughtfully, 
mercifully 

unknowable: (adj) unfathomable, 
mysterious, incomprehensible, 
inscrutable, unintelligible, 
impenetrable, transcendent, 
unaccountable, incognizable, 
surpassing, supernatural 

unlearned: (adj) ignorant, 
unenlightened, illiterate, 
uninformed, unlettered, unread, 
uninstructed, unconditioned, 
nescient, innate, unknowing. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) conditioned, 
cultured, educated 

unluckily: (adv) unfortunately, 
inauspiciously, lucklessly, 
unhappily, untowardly, 
unsuccessfully, alas, regrettably, ill-
fatedly, tragically, haplessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) luckily 

unmanageable: (adj) unwieldy, 
intractable, uncontrollable, 
awkward, cumbersome, stubborn, 
clumsy, bulky, recalcitrant, 
ungovernable, obstinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) manageable, 
orderly, wieldy, amenable, biddable 

unmask: (v) uncloak, expose, reveal, 
debunk, uncover, unfold, unkennel, 
detect, disclose, unseal, bare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mask, conceal 

unmeasured: (adj) illimitable, 
measureless, unbounded, limitless, 
immeasurable, boundless, 
unfathomable, untold, 
immensurable, unmeasurable, 
unnumbered 

unmixed: (adj, v) simple, sheer, mere, 
downright; (adj) absolute, 
unmingled, undiluted, straight, 
uncompounded, single, plain. 
ANTONYM: (adj) impure 

unmoral: (adj) unfeeling, licentious, 
neutral, nonmoral. ANTONYM: 
(adj) immoral 

unnatural: (adj) affected, artificial, 
grotesque, supernatural, forced, 
abnormal, eccentric, uncanny, 
stilted, mannered, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, normal, 
real, unaffected, commonplace, 
genuine, sincere 

unnoticed: (v) unheeded, unthought 
of, unregarded; (adj) disregarded, 
unmarked, hidden, neglected, 
ignored, obscure; (adj, v) 
unremarked, unobserved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) evident, seen, 
noticeable, noted, obvious 

unpaid: (adj) owing, unsettled, 
amateur, honorary, overdue, 
gratuitous, outstanding, unbought, 
voluntary, payable, recreational. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) paid, 
professional, salaried, settled, 
premature 

unpardonable: (adj) irremissible, 
unforgivable, indefensible, terrible, 
appalling, unwarranted, awful, 
unacceptable, shocking, not 
remissible; (v) inexpiable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pardonable, 
excusable, justified, excellent, 
justifiable 

unpleasantly: (adv) distastefully, 
disagreeably, rudely, obnoxiously, 
bitterly, painfully, awfully, 
troublesomely, offensively, hardly, 
displeasingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
delightfully, agreeably, kindly, 
politely, graciously, attractively, 
sweetly, well, humbly 

unpopularity: (n) disrepute, quality, 
disfavor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
popularity, approval 

unpractical: (adj) impractical, insane, 
abstract, chimerical, delirious, 
fanciful, not sane, viewy, mad, 
spectacular 

unpremeditated: (adj) spontaneous, 
unintentional, involuntary, 
impromptu, casual, offhand, 
impulsive, extemporaneous, 
unintended, unguarded, 
unconscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
premeditated, intentional, prepared 

unprepared: (adj) impromptu, 
extemporaneous, raw, unrehearsed, 
unready, extemporary, crude, 
improvised, unwary, surprised, 
weak. ANTONYMS: (adj) prepared, 
ready, attentive 

unprofessional: (adj) unskilled, 
amateur, unethical, negligent, lay, 
inexpert, private, informal, ballad, 
careless, clumsy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
expert, skilled, skillful, diligent, 
strict, trained 

unprotected: (adj) exposed, 
unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, 
protected, secure, invulnerable 

unproved: (adj) unproven, 
groundless, unverified, 
experimental, illogical, not proved, 
original, pure, theoretical, untested. 
ANTONYM: (adj) proved 

unpublished: (v) untold, untalked of, 
unsung, unsaid, unwritten; (adj) 
unexpressed, undisclosed, 
unbreathed, not edited, hitherto 
unpublished, secret. ANTONYM: 
(adj) published 

unqualified: (adj) incompetent, 
sheer, total, unconditional, absolute, 
incapable, complete, utter, 
unmitigated, unfit, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
trained, prepared, competent, fit, 
conditional, indefinite, tentative, 
capable, incomplete, partial 

unravel: (v) disentangle, solve, undo, 
decipher, explain, resolve, ravel, 
unpick, untangle, uncoil; (adj, v) 
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extricate. ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, 
ravel, entangle, tangle 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic, 
fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, 
untrue; (adj, v) ideal, fancied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, natural, 
substantial, authentic, ordinary, 
plausible 

unreflecting: (adj) thoughtless, dizzy, 
indistinct, brainsick, unreflective, 
intuitive, inconsiderate, confused, 
giddy, heedless, impetuous 

unrivalled: (adj) unmatched, 
unrivaled, matchless, nonpareil, 
unmatchable, incomparable, one, 
one and only, unequalled, 
unequaled, unique 

unruly: (adj) boisterous, 
insubordinate, disobedient, 
intractable, headstrong, 
uncontrollable, wayward, 
rambunctious, ungovernable, 
lawless, rebellious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) manageable, obedient, 
yielding, biddable, compliant, loyal, 
gentle, peaceful, placid, restrained 

unsafe: (adj) dangerous, perilous, 
insecure, hazardous, treacherous, 
uncertain, precarious, shaky, 
unreliable, harmful, chancy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, secure, 
harmless, protected, reliable, 
sensible, stable 

unsaid: (adj) implicit, unvoiced, tacit, 
understood, unexpressed, wordless, 
untold, unwritten, unverbalized; (v) 
unsung, untalked of. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stated, explicit, expressed, 
spoken 

unscathed: (adj) uninjured, unhurt, 
intact, safe, safe and sound, 
undamaged, unscratched, whole, 
unmarred, untouched; (n) untainted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
harmed 

unscientific: (adj) irrational, invalid, 
approximate, arbitrary, 
unreasonable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
technical, logical, systematic 

unscrupulous: (adj) dishonest, 
unprincipled, unethical, immoral, 
dishonorable, crooked, unfair, 
unconscionable, sharp, 
unconscientious, sly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) scrupulous, principled, ethical, 
honest, moral 

unselfish: (adj) selfless, altruistic, 
disinterested, liberal, magnanimous, 
philanthropic, considerate, 
beneficent, charitable, kind, helpful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) greedy, 

uncharitable, thoughtless 
unselfishness: (n) generosity, 

selflessness, generousness, kindness, 
pity, martyrdom, magnanimity, 
courtesy, consideration, care, acting 
generously. ANTONYM: (n) 
thoughtlessness 

unsolved: (adj) unsettled, 
unanswered, harmonically 
unresolved, inexplicable, insoluble, 
mysterious, not solved, open, 
strange, dissonant, undecided. 
ANTONYM: (adj) apparent 

unstrung: (adj) nervous, asthenic, 
discomposed, overwrought, 
adynamic; (v) weakly 

unsuspicious: (adj) innocent, 
credulous, trustful, unwary, 
confiding, honest, gullible, easy, 
naive, not suspicious, that confides. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wary 

unsystematic: (adj) irregular, 
haphazard, random, confused, 
unsymmetric, disorganized, 
indiscriminate, all over the place, 
changeable, accidental, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) organized, 
deliberate 

untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
uninstructed, uncultivated, 
unlicked, unnurtured, unhatched, 
unfledged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trained, educated, literate, 
economical 

unthinkable: (adj) inconceivable, 
incredible, unimaginable, 
implausible, impossible, taboo, 
beyond belief, unlikely, improbable, 
astonishing, uncommon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thinkable, 
conceivable, believable, acceptable, 
credible 

untouched: (adj) intact, unharmed, 
unmoved, unscathed, virgin, whole, 
unhurt, new, impervious, 
imperturbable, impassive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) affected, 
touched, refined, vulnerable, used, 
spoiled, partial, injured, marred, 
tainted, impure 

untried: (adj) raw, new, untested, 
unseasoned, fresh, untrodden, 
unsalted, young, unverified, 
untouched; (v) undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proven, 
seasoned, familiar, experienced 

untrue: (adj) erroneous, unfaithful, 
disloyal, incorrect, sham, mistaken, 
fallacious, treacherous, wrong, 
faithless, inaccurate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) faithful, true, valid, factual, 

honest, reliable, correct, truthful, 
loyal, real 

unvarying: (adj) unchanging, 
invariable, constant, steady, 
uniform, invariant, changeless, 
consistent, unvaried, unchanged, 
equal. ANTONYMS: (adj) irregular, 
multiform, varied, dynamic, erratic, 
unequal 

unveiled: (adj) disenshrouded, 
naked, out of the closet 

unwarrantable: (adj) unwarranted, 
unjustifiable, indefensible, 
unreasonable, inexcusable, undue, 
unallowable, insupportable, 
unforgivable, unjustified, improper. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) understandable, 
excusable, justifiable 

unwillingly: (adv) grudgingly, 
loathly, aversely, unenthusiastically, 
indisposedly, resentfully, 
involuntarily, recalcitrantly, 
refractorily, lothly, hesitatingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) wholeheartedly 

unwise: (adj, n) silly, stupid, absurd, 
indiscreet; (adj) imprudent, 
injudicious, ridiculous, senseless, 
inadvisable, impolitic, unreasonable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
prudent, thoughtful, sagacious, 
judicious, advisable 

unworthiness: (n) baseness, 
despicability, despicableness, 
badness, unworth, shamefulness, 
ignominiousness, disgracefulness, 
bad. ANTONYM: (n) worthiness 

upheaval: (n) uplift, commotion, 
revolution, disturbance, tumult, 
turmoil, unrest, ferment, disorder, 
turbulence, cataclysm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, stability, 
peace, serenity 

upheld: (adj) supported, bolstered, 
swelled out 

upper-class: (adj) important, gentle, 
aristocratic, elite 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower 

uprising: (n) insurrection, mutiny, 
rebellion, revolt, insurgency, 
revolution, outbreak, sedition, 
disturbance, ascent; (adj, n) rising. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (adj) 
content 

upsetting: (adj) disconcerting, 
disturbing, troublesome, distressing, 
poignant, sad, perplexing, 
bewildering; (n) cold heading, 
overturn, overthrow. ANTONYMS: 
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(adj) comforting, reassuring, 
heartwarming, kind, happy, 
attractive, unemotional, lovely, 
appealing, pleasing, pleasant 

utilitarian: (adj) functional, practical, 
pragmatic, philanthropic, utile, 
serviceable, humanitarian, helpful, 
convenient; (n) Benthamite, 
philanthropist. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
surrender, relinquish, soulful, 
luxury, decorative, useless 

utilized: (adj) occupied, applied 
utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 

uttermost, furthermost, best, 
highest; (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) 
supreme; (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, 
v) greatest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, worst 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, 
explicit, oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said 

uttermost: (adj, n) extreme; (adj, adv) 
farthest; (n) maximum, level best; 
(adj) furthest, utter, last, 
farthermost, furthermost, ultimate, 
most. ANTONYM: (adj) moderate 

vacation: (n) leisure, leave, time off, 
recess, break, rest, stay, day of rest, 
sabbath, dies non, outing 

vacillating: (adj) indecisive, 
changeable, undecided, wavering, 
giddy, vacillant, hesitating, hesitant; 
(adj, v) infirm, debilitated, 
enfeebled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
stable, strong, consistent, decisive, 
determined, resolute 

vacuity: (n) inanity, vacancy, 
vacuum, void, blankness, gap, 
nothingness, pointlessness, 
vacuousness, mindlessness, 
senselessness 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, 
itinerant, Peripatetic, rambling; (n) 
tramp, hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) 
unsettled, erratic. ANTONYM: (n) 
resident 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective 

vanderbilt: (n) commodore 
Vanderbilt 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay 

vanishing: (n) disappearance, 

vanishment, dissipation; (adj) dying, 
fleeting, momentary, breaking up, 
declining, diminishing, dissolving, 
evanescent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, increasing 

vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
arrogance, futility, inanity, 
vainglory, conceitedness, 
pretension, pomposity; (adj, n) 
amour propre. ANTONYMS: (n) 
selflessness, humility, importance, 
value, effectiveness 

vase: (n) jar, urn, barrel, vessel, 
container, jug, pitcher, pot, bouquet, 
bushel 

vastly: (adv) greatly, hugely, 
enormously, infinitely, extremely, 
exceedingly, massively, very, 
tremendously, highly, colossally 

vastness: (n) enormity, immensity, 
immenseness, enormousness, 
grandeur, size, hugeness, bigness, 
extent, magnificence, grandness. 
ANTONYM: (n) closeness 

vatican: (n) Vatican Palace 
vaudeville: (n) music hall, 

extravaganza, variety, revue, stage 
play, tragedy, comedy, drama, play, 
piece; (adj) theatrical 

vaut: (n, v) leap 
vehemence: (n) force, violence, fury, 

passion, eagerness, strength, 
impetuosity, enthusiasm, fierceness, 
heat, fervor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, meekness, serenity 

vehement: (adj) fierce, intense, 
violent, strong, furious, passionate, 
ferocious, eager, hot, fervent, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impassionate, 
indifferent, mild, calm 

vehemently: (adj, adv) ardently; 
(adv) violently, zealously, strongly, 
fervently, passionately, ferociously, 
fervidly, keenly, intensely, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, gently, 
impassively 

veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, 
mask, cloud, shroud, camouflage; 
(v) cloak, conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 
expose 

veneer: (n, v) face, varnish, gloss, 
polish; (n) facade, facing, coating, 
pretense, cover; (v) coat, plate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) strip, uncover; (n) 
middle 

venerable: (adj) ancient, reverend, 
estimable, August, respectable, 
aged, distinguished, sacred, worthy, 
of long standing, revered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
unimpressive, undignified, 

disreputable 
venom: (n) poison, malice, bane, 

spite, rancor, malevolence, 
maliciousness, malignity, hate, 
bitterness; (adj, n) gall. ANTONYM: 
(n) affection 

venturesome: (adj, n) hazardous, 
adventurous, bold, brave, 
venturous, courageous, fearless, 
foolhardy; (adj) audacious, 
adventuresome, risky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, cowardly, 
afraid, safe, cautious 

venus: (adj) the Graces; (n) Urania, 
narcissus, terrestrial planet, Adonis, 
peri, solar system, Hyperion, houri, 
Hebe, genus Venus 

veracity: (n) truth, accuracy, 
exactness, truthfulness, fact, reality, 
precision; (adj) probity; (adj, n) 
faithfulness, sincerity, candor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) mendacity, 
falsehood, falsity, dishonesty 

verdurous: (adj) green 
verging: (adj) marginal, adjoining 
verified: (adj) substantiated, 

confirmed, hard, proven, 
demonstrated, authoritative, actual, 
established. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unproven 

verify: (v) corroborate, ascertain, 
confirm, check, prove, support, 
certify, validate, sustain; (n, v) 
establish, authenticate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) invalidate, 
discredit, refute, undermine 

vertebra: (n) vertebrate, vertebral 
column, os, osteocomma, neck bone, 
osteomere, spondyle, caudal 
vertebra, vertebre, dorsal vertebra, 
coccygeal vertebra 

vertebrate: (adj, n) vertebral; (n) 
vertebra, Vertebrata, fetus, amniote, 
craniate, reptile, tetrapod, foetus, 
Amniota; (adj) vertebrated 

vertiginous: (adj) giddy, rotary, 
gyratory, lightheaded, rabid, wild, 
woozy, thoughtless, confused; (v) 
circumrotatory, trochilic 

vertigo: (n) giddiness, 
lightheadedness, swimming, 
symptom, wooziness, daze, dizzy, 
dizzy round, dizzy spell, faint, 
faintness 

vespers: (n) matins, mass, divine 
service, canonical hour, early 
evening, Evening Prayer, placebo, 
religious service, service, nightfall, 
worship 

vestige: (n, v) trace, remains, track, 
token, footprint; (n) relic, shadow, 
remnant, indication, evidence, 
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remainder 
vestiges: (n) leftovers, relics, ruins, 

remnants, remainder 
vibrate: (v) shake, shiver, oscillate, 

tremble, quiver, shudder, swing, 
wobble, palpitate, thrill, throb 

vibrating: (adj) tremulous, vibratory, 
vibrant, swinging, hollow, moving, 
oscillating, that oscillates, resonant; 
(n) shaking system 

vibration: (n) tremor, shudder, 
quiver, beat, pulse, oscillation, 
shiver, pulsation, trembling, 
undulation, movement. 
ANTONYM: (n) stillness 

vibrations: (n) vibes, atmosphere, 
ambiance, premonition, 
undercurrent, feelings, vibraharp, 
vibraphone, ambience 

vicarious: (adj) secondary, vicarial, 
substitute, vicariate, sensational, 
juicy, explicit, subdititious, vivid, 
exchangeable, empathetic 

viceroy: (n) vicereine, satrap, exarch, 
nymphalid, nymphalid butterfly, 
regent, delegate 

viciously: (adv) wickedly, wildly, 
savagely, maliciously, evilly, 
wrongly, nastily, cruelly, fiercely, 
spitefully, badly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) gently, harmoniously, 
peacefully, genially, tamely 

vigor: (n, v) energy; (adj, n) intensity; 
(n) spirit, vitality, force, life, 
strength, power, might, vim, 
stamina. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, apathy, frailty, laziness, 
enervation, inactivity, indifference, 
illness, lifelessness, sluggishness, 
tardiness 

vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
(adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, 
ignoble, evil, sorry, revolting, 
offensive, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, kind, nice, lovely, lovable, 
gentle, honorable, good, delightful, 
admirable, noble 

vilify: (adj, v) defame, slander, 
asperse, abuse, traduce; (v) libel, 
disparage, revile, blacken, smear, 
decry. ANTONYM: (v) compliment 

villainy: (n) evil, infamy, crime, 
villany, misdeed, baseness, 
enormity, atrocity, evildoing, 
evilness, injustice 

vindictive: (adj) vengeful, malicious, 
revengeful, unforgiving, punitive, 
malevolent, remorseless, implacable, 
despiteful, vindicative, virulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, charitable, 
forgiving, helpful, merciful, tolerant 

vindictiveness: (n) rancor, revenge, 

malice, spite, unkindness, nastiness, 
spitefulness, meanness, malignity, 
malevolence, implacability 

violated: (adj) profaned, seduced, 
dishonored; (v) strained, disunited, 
ruined financially, subjugated, 
rough, not continuous, humbled, 
fractured 

violation: (n) infraction, breach, 
infringement, trespass, assault, 
outrage, invasion; (adj, n, v) abuse; 
(n, v) crime, offense; (adj, n) 
defilement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obedience, observance, consecration, 
respect 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent 

viscosity: (adj) viscidity; (n) 
consistence, ropiness, stickiness, 
gumminess, glutinousness, 
glutinosity, viscousness, glueyness, 
cohesiveness, thickness 

viscous: (adj) thick, gluey, gummy, 
glutinous, adhesive, pasty, gooey, 
mucilaginous, syrupy; (adj, n) 
viscid; (adj, v) tenacious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) watery 

visionary: (adj, n) utopian; (adj, v) 
imaginary; (adj) airy, fanciful, 
unreal, dreamy, ideal, romantic; (n) 
seer, dreamer, prophet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
unromantic, practical, real, realistic, 
unimaginative 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective 

vitally: (adv) necessarily, 
significantly, basically, crucially, 
fundamentally, principally, 
decisively, materially, importantly, 
vivaciously, primarily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) insignificantly, 
superficially 

vivacious: (adj) lively, animated, 
sprightly, vibrant, spry, effervescent, 
gay; (adj, v) cheerful, active, 
buoyant, brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dull, lethargic, listless, compliment, 
inactive, praise, languid, lifeless, 
serious, sluggish 

vividly: (adv) brightly, lively, 
intensely, clearly, brilliantly, 
graphically, strikingly, dramatically, 
colorfully, glowingly, severely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) blandly, 

modestly, vaguely 
vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 

employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work 

vogue: (n) fashion, style, mode, rage, 
trend, popularity, currency, fad, 
craze, custom, bandwagon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfashionable, 
unpopular, unstylish 

volar: (adj) flying 
volta: (n) Conte Alessandro Volta, 

Conte Alessandro Giuseppe 
Antonio Anastasio Volta 

voluminous: (adj) large, bulky, big, 
extensive, roomy, vast, spacious, 
capacious, considerable, full, massy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cramped, small, 
little, tiny 

volunteering: (adj) volunteer 
voluptuous: (adj) luscious, 

voluptuary, sensual, carnal, 
sybaritic, epicurean, buxom, sexy, 
sensuous, lascivious, erotic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) underdeveloped 

voracious: (adj) greedy, rapacious, 
ravenous, hungry, gluttonous, 
esurient, edacious, avid, ravening, 
grasping, insatiable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, disinterested, 
moderate 

voracity: (n) rapacity, greed, 
gluttony, ravenousness, 
rapaciousness, esurience, 
greediness, eagerness, hunger, 
voraciousness, covetousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) moderation 

vortex: (n) swirl, convolution, whirl, 
maelstrom; (n, v) whirlpool; (v) 
undercurrent, storm, heavy sea, 
ground swell, reflux, indraught 

voter: (n) constituent, citizen, floater, 
inhabitant, national, resident, 
suffragist 

voyager: (n) passenger, traveller, 
tourist, explorer, itinerant, 
commuter, wanderer, wayfarer, 
adventurer 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, 
gross, unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, 
decent, artistic, pleasant, clean 

vulgarly: (adv) crudely, commonly, 
plebeianly, grossly, smuttily, 
uncouthly, boorishly, cheaply, 
rudely, vilely, tastelessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) decently 

vulture: (n) predator, marauder, 
ghoul; (adj) tyrant, despot, harpy, 
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inquisitor, precisian, oppressor, 
martinet, extortioner 

vultures: (n) ospreys, hawks, 
Falconiformes, eagles, caracaras 

wade: (v) ride the storm, buffet the 
waves, skim, swim, splash, wallow; 
(n) Virginia wade 

wagner: (n) Richard Wagner 
walhalla: (n) Valhalla, Elysium, 

paradise 
walpole: (n) Horace Walpole, Horatio 

Walpole, Robert Walpole, sir Robert 
Walpole, fourth earl of Orford 

waltz: (n) minuet, valse, tango, tap, 
polka, ballroom dance, music; (v) 
trip the light fantastic, zip, oscillate, 
waltz around 

wanderings: (n) peregrination 
wanton: (adj) loose, dissolute, light, 

licentious, unchaste, lewd, 
debauched, unprovoked; (v) dally; 
(n, v) sport; (adj, v) flirt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, wise, 
nice, kind, gentle, decent, clean, 
careful, observant, justifiable, 
involuntary 

wapiti: (n) cervid, American elk, 
deer, elk, moose 

warp: (v) distort, deform, contort, 
falsify, garble, misrepresent; (n, v) 
bend, buckle, turn, bias; (n) 
distortion. ANTONYM: (v) clarify 

warped: (adj, n) twisted; (adj) 
deformed, crooked, perverted, 
misshapen, kinky, curved, distorted, 
wry, partisan, superficial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wholesome, 
impartial 

warping: (n) warp, distortion, 
deformation, warpage, buckling, 
deflection, buckling of the 
compression flange, beaming, 
buckle, upthrust 

warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 
bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, 
sanctioned, allowed; (n) securer 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious 

wasteful: (adj) improvident, profuse, 
prodigal, lavish, profligate, ruinous, 
uneconomical, spendthrift, thriftless, 
destructive, uneconomic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) economical, 
cautious, parsimonious, efficient, 
frugal, productive, sensible 

watchfulness: (n) care, caution, 
alertness, heed, wariness, jealousy, 
attentiveness, attention, solicitude, 
concern, anxiety. ANTONYMS: (n) 

recklessness, inattentiveness 
watery: (adj) moist, diluted, wet, 

dilute, washy, thin, damp, fluid, 
aqueous, weak, insipid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, solid, 
dry, soft, dehydrated, lively, dark, 
clear, thick, hard 

waxed: (adj) resembling wax, soft, 
waxen; (v) wex 

weakest: (adj) ridiculous, suggestion, 
supposes, notions, plainly, 
irrational, incongruous, project, 
foolish, fatuity, inconsistent 

weakly: (adj) feeble, infirm, weak; 
(adv) frailly, badly, softly, lightly, 
infirmly, effeminately, slightly; (adj, 
adv) sickly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
strongly, confidently, powerfully, 
firmly, well, competently, 
convincingly, wholeheartedly, 
admirably, persuasively, 
interestingly 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate 

weariness: (n) exhaustion, tiredness, 
lassitude, languor, asthenopia, 
defatigation, grogginess, listlessness, 
boredom, ennui, prostration 

wearisome: (adj, v) tiresome, 
irksome, troublesome; (adj) tedious, 
dull, monotonous, boring, laborious, 
trying, slow, annoying. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) satisfying, 
soothing, exciting, refreshing, easy 

webster: (n) Daniel Webster, Noah 
Webster, weaver, Webber 

weed: (n) grass, marijuana, pot, plant, 
fireweed, smoke, ganja; (v) 
eliminate, hoe, plow; (adj) pick 

weeds: (n) viduity, mourning band, 
garment, cypress, widowhood, 
dress; (adj) willow 

welcoming: (n) welcome, salutation; 
(adj) cordial, friendly, inviting, 
restful, attractive, pleasing, warm, 
affable, alluring. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inhospitable, reserved, 
unwelcoming, unappealing, 
unapproachable, uncomfortable 

well-balanced: (adj) uniform, even, 
together, farsighted, trim 

well-bred: (adj) courteous, mannerly, 
urbane, civil, genteel, gentlemanly, 
refined, nice, sophisticated, 
thoughtful, debonair 

well-defined: (adj) definite, distinct, 
sharp, trenchant, precise, clean-cut 

well-dressed: (adj) handsome 
wellington: (n) hessian, Arthur 

Wellesley, capital of new Zealand, 
first duke of Wellington, hessian 

boot, jackboot, the iron duke, 
Wellington boot, duke of Wellington 

well-mannered: (adj) courteous, 
mannerly, civil, respectful, urbane, 
well-bred, gentlemanly, good, 
genteel, gracious, ladylike 

well-organized: (adj) logical, together 
westerly: (adj) western, westbound, 

hillbilly; (n) west wind, prevailing 
westerly, wester; (adv) westwards; 
(v) to the west. ANTONYM: (adv) 
easterly 

westward: (adv) west, westwards; 
(adj, adv) westerly; (adj) westbound, 
western; (v) to the west 

whale: (n) monster, leviathan, 
blower, behemoth, hulk, 
heavyweight, narwhal, narwal; (v) 
thrash, beat; (adj) cachalot 

wheeling: (adj) rotating, revolving, 
moving; (n) rolling, city, metropolis, 
peal, propulsion, roll, transmission 
service, urban center 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, 
fillip, stimulus; (adj) point. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, dishearten, 
dull, dampen, quench 

whipping: (n) flagellation, beating, 
thrashing, licking, lashing, flogging, 
overcasting, debacle, slaughter, 
overlocking; (adj) snappy 

whiskey: (n) liquor, rye, blended 
whiskey, blended whisky, bourbon, 
corn, corn whiskey, corn whisky, 
Irish, malt whisky, rye whiskey 

whist: (adj) quiet, noiseless; (n) long 
whist, short whist, whisk, tut, tush, 
dummy whist, cards, card game; (v) 
shut up 

whistler: (n) Bucephela Clangula, 
goldeneye, hoary marmot, Marmota 
caligata, thickhead, flycatcher, James 
Abbott Mcneill whistler, duck, 
signaler, signaller, tattletale 

whitman: (n) Walt Whitman 
whitney: (n) Eli Whitney, mount 

Whitney 
whoop: (n, v) shout, call; (v) howl, 

yell, shriek, roar, bellow, halloo, 
cough, hack; (n) vociferation 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently 
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wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

widen: (v) extend, stretch, broaden, 
enlarge, increase, spread, distend, 
develop, dilate, amplify, flare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) contract, cramp, 
restrict, shrink, curtail, decrease 

widening: (n) growth, extension, 
amplification, change of shape, 
dilation, increment, output, outturn, 
turnout; (adj) cultural, increasing 

wield: (v) ply, wave, exercise, 
brandish, hold, manipulate, flourish, 
exert, manage, use, swing 

wilde: (n) Oscar Wilde 
wildness: (n) fierceness, ferocity, 

savageness, abandon, rage, 
extravagance, ferociousness, 
intensity, vehemence; (v) 
wilderness; (n, v) waste. 
ANTONYMS: (n) tameness, order, 
meekness, gentleness, caution, 
orderliness 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent 

willard: (n) Frances Elizabeth 
Caroline Willard, Emma hart 
Willard 

willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
disposedly, actively, openly, 
obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
reluctantly, uncooperatively, 
unenthusiastically 

wireless: (v) radiotelephone, wireless 
telephone; (n) radiotelegraph, 
radiocommunication, radio set, 
tuner, receiving set, 
radiotelegraphy, radio receiver, 
radiotelephony, broadcasting 

wiry: (adj) lean, muscular, sinewy, 
fibrous, brawny, stalwart, ropy, 
thin, supple, vigorous, rough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, small, 
tiny, smooth, soft, stout, fat 

wisconsin: (adj) Nebraska, Missouri, 
Minnesota, Midwestern, Kansas, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa; (n) Wisconsin 
river, Badger state 

wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 

recklessly, imprudently, 
immaturely, illogically 

withering: (adj) devastating, 
extortionate, grinding; (v) dry, 
sarcastic, sharp, severe, satirical, 
sardonic, cutting; (n) shrinkage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hopeful 

wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother 
wit, right mind, judgment 

witticism: (n) humor, jest, wit, gag, 
repartee, humour, pun, quip, crack, 
pleasantry, epigram 

witticisms: (n) facetiae 
witty: (adj, v) smart, clever, sharp, 

brilliant; (adj) amusing, funny, 
facetious, jocular, intelligent, quick, 
comic. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
unamusing, unfunny, thick 

wollaston: (n) William Hyde 
Wollaston 

wooing: (n) courting, suit, bundling, 
suit of clothes, the soft 
impeachment, entreaty, prayer, 
cause, causa, case; (adj) amatory 

woolsack: (n) throne, fauteuil, divan, 
dais, chair, musnud, Ottoman, settle, 
squab, bench, cushion 

workmanship: (n) craft, handicraft, 
craftsmanship, skill, 
accomplishment, performance, 
acquirement, priestcraft, trade, 
artistry; (v) handiwork 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial 

worm: (v) squirm, wriggle, twist, 
spiral, helix, writhe; (n) helminth, 
maggot; (adj) emmet, midge, fly 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable 

worshipper: (n) admirer, monotheist, 
theosophist, theist, pilgrim, mystic, 
believer, pantheist, adorer, devotee, 
fan 

worshipping: (adj) worshiping; (n) 
adoration 

worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, 
trivial, cheap, miserable, null. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precious, useful, 
worthwhile, priceless, meaningful, 
helpful, invaluable, deserving, valid, 
worthy, substantial 

worthlessness: (n) emptiness, 

uselessness, paltriness, trashiness, 
insignificance, nothingness, 
negativity, purposelessness, pride, 
pointlessness; (adj) inanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) importance, 
worth, helpfulness, appropriateness 

wrangling: (n) quarrel, bickering, 
controversy, polemics, discussion, 
haggle, haggling, dispute, strife, 
altercation, jangle 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wreckage: (n) ruin, debris, remains, 
shipwreck, wreck, devastation, 
sabotage, waste, jetsam, ligan, lagan 

wrecked: (adv, v) aground; (adj) 
destroyed, shipwrecked, ruined, 
disabled, doomed, falling apart, 
falling down; (v) grounded, 
swamped, cast away. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) whole, pristine 

wrecking: (n) destruction, ruin, 
demolition, sabotage, devastation, 
laying waste, ruination, ruining, 
razing, demolishing, tearing down 

wren: (n) passerine, passeriform bird, 
sir Christopher wren, female 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened 
wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 

strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; 
(adj) puckered, creased, wrinkly, 
wizened, crumpled, lined, gnarled, 
unironed, crinkled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwrinkled, ironed, straight 

writhe: (adj, v) distort, wrest; (v) 
contort, wriggle, squirm, wrench, 
worm, coil, wiggle, thrash, warp 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
worked up, formed 

yankee: (n) American, Canadian, 
northerner, Caledonian, Irishman, 
Canuck, Cambrian, Scot, Scotchman, 
Uncle Sam; (v) Jew 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy 

yellowstone: (n) Yellowstone river 
yielded: (v) yold, yolden 
yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
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supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, 
obedient, docile; (n) submission. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
inflexible, solid, rigid, obstinate, 
stiff, stubborn, unyielding, 
rebellious 

yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) 
pair, tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, 
join, bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, 
farther, abroad, thither, further 
away, at that place; (adj) distant, 
yond, furious, fierce 

zeal: (adj, n) eagerness; (n) fervor, 
enthusiasm, devotion, passion, 
vehemence, fire, fervency, heat, 
fervour, ardour. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, lethargy, patience 

zeno: (n) Zeno of Citium 
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