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INFAMOUS TYPEWRITER EFFECT :)

DOWNLOAD THE .FLA

* Know how to mask and tween before starting this... and actually it really isn't that hard to do :)
There are 3 ways that I've commonly seen to do this effect:

1. EASY -- Mask the layers and tween so it 'looks' like it's typing (this is the one we will do like above)

2. INTERMEDIATE -- Have to layers one with text and one with a box (on the top layer). Make a keyframe each layer
for the box 'revealing' the text. What a pain!

3. HARD -- Make your text one letter at a time, and a keyframe for each one.. ouch!

Here are the exact steps i took to do this typewriter effect like above:

1. Make 3 layers total in your movie.

2. Name the top layer 'text' and type your text (just practice with a small paragraph for now) in frame 1 of that layer. On
that same layer enter a frame at frame 60. This will just extend your text to the end of the movie.. so it will play the
whole way through :). Lock your top layer so you won't select your text. You are finished with this layer.

3. Now we will mask your text so that it will give it that typing effect. Name the middle layer 'mask'.

4. Inframe one of the 'mask' layer create a rectangle the height of one of your lines and and small enough right before
your text, and make sure you group it. Make sure the color you use is the same color as your text (whatever color
you would like the text to be) Now copy frame 1 and paste it into frame 15. In frame 15 tretch the rectangle you just
made to cover the whole line. So basically you should have frame 1 with a small rectange right before the first letter
of the 1st line, and then 15 frames down you will have the box covering the whole line. See the pictures below:
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5. On the frame 1 in the mask layer double-click and do a motion tween and check ‘tween scaling'.

6. Copy frames 1 - 15 of your mask layer. And paste them at frame 16, 30, etc. until you have pasted a 'tween' for each
line of your paragraph. Now you just need to go through each set of tweening frames that you just pasted and move
the boxes down to the correct lines. You first tween should cover the 1st line, second tween 2nd line, and so forth.

7. You are now done with the tweening aspect. As of right now if you run the movie it should type the lines, but it won't
keep the lines that you type above them so to fix that you have a couple of more steps.

8. On the last layer name it 'text stay'. This is where the concept comes in. On every frame at the end of the tween, you
want to paste your text into that frame using the 'Paste in Place' feature. At the end of the first tween paste the text

http://www.virtual-fx.net/typewriter.htm 4/8/1999



Flash 3 Typewriter Effect -- Virtual-FX.net t... Page 2 of 2

into frame 15 (which should be the last frame of your first tweening sequence) of your 'text stay' layer and then delete
out all the other lines except the first one. Now do the same of the second, except delete all the other lines except the
1st and second lines -- all the way until you have all the lines and don't delete any.

9. Lock all the layers and test them.

If this tutorial was way too difficult and hard to unerstand you may have more luck just downloading the FLA file and looking
atit. Feel free to cut it up or whatever you wanna do... just don't repost it as a tutorial anywhere else without my permission :)
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